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REPORT. 


TO  THE  QUEEN'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  Youe  Majesty, 

We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  question  of 
Market  Kights  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  desire  humbly  to 
present  to  Your  Majesty  the  following  Report  of  what  we  have  done  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  inquiry  entrusted  to  us. 

Immediately  on  the  issue  of  Tour  Majesty's  Commission  we  prepared  a  series  of 
questions,  calculated  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of  our  inquiry,  and  to  elicit  the  fullest 
information  as  to  the  management  of  Markets,  their  cost,  and  the  profits  derived  from 
tdls,  stallages,  rents,  and  other  sources. 

These  questions,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  were  arranged 
in  three  series,  and  confined  to  England  and  Wales. 

The  first,  or  Form  A,  was  sent  to  Local  Authorities  who  are  owners  of  Market  Rights. 

The  second,  or  Form  B,  was  sent  to  owners  of  Market  Rights  not  being  Local 
Authorities. 

The  third,  or  Form  C,  was  sent  to  Local  Authorities  not  being  owners  of  Market 
Rights. 

The  object  in .  sending  Form  C  was  a  desire  to  obtain  independent  opinions  as  to 
the  management  of  markets  owned  by  private  individuals. 

We  propose  to  issue  similar  circulars  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  ^ 

A  further  series  of  questions  has  been  issued  to  Tour  Majesty's  Representatives  in 
the  United  States,  Germany,  Belgium,  France,  and  Austria,  relative  to  Foreign  Markets. 

These  questions  are  also  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Five  Assistant  Commissioners  have  been  appointed  to  assist  the  Commissioners  in 
their  work.  One  is  engaged  in  examining  ancient  charters  and  records  connected  with 
markets.     His  Report  we  submit  herewith. 

Two  Assistant  Commissioners  are  holding  inquiries  as  to  the  management  of  markets 
in  England,  and  the  two  remaining  Assistant  Commissioners  are  engaged  in  similar 
duties  in  Ireland. 

The  evidence  takien  before  them  will  be  submitted  to  Tour  Majesty  at  a  future  date. 

The  Commissioners  have  taken  oral  evidence  from  owners  of  Market  Rights  and 
other  witnesses  in  various  parts  of  England  in  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of 
our  inquiry,  and  it  is  our  intention  to  continue  to  take  evidence  from  time  to  time 
until,  in  our  opinion,  we  have  obtained  complete  information  on  the  subject. 

The  notes  of  evidence  so  taken  before  us  up  to  the  present  time  are  appended  to 
this  Report. 

All  which  we  humbly  submit  for  Your  Majesty's  gracious  consideration. 


(Signed) 


DERBY. 

BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH. 
HUGH  C.  E  CHILDERS. 
JAS.  P.  CORRY. 
THOS.  MARTINEAU. 
CHARLES  L  ELTON. 
FRANCIS  W.  MACLEAN. 
SPENCER  CHARRINQTON. 
JOHN  J.  HARWOOD. 
WILLIAM  C.  LITTLE 
J.  ALLANSON  PICTON. 
PIERCE  MAHONY. 


HENRY  A.  P.  ROOKE,  Secreta/ry. 
9th  August  1888 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS. 


Report  on  Charters  and  Records  relating  to  the  History  of  Fairs 
and  Markets  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Markets  and  fairs  are  probably  quite  distinct  in  their  origin,  although  the  legal 
considerations  governing  them  have  come  to  be  so  far  analogous  that  they  are 
frequently  classed  together.  Lord  Coke  in  the  Second  Part  of  his  Institutes,  p.  221, 
commenting  on  cap.  xxxi.  of  the  Statute  of  Westminster  the  First,  by  which  it  was 
provided  that  for  taking  outrageous  toll  the  king  should  seize  the  franchise  of  the 
mart  {le  fra/nchise  del  marche)^  says  that  the  \vord  "  mwrche  "  "  doth  here  include  as  well 
"  a  faire  as  a  market,  for  forums  whence  faire  is  derived,  signifieth  both,  and  a  Truvrt 
"  is  a  great  fair  holden  every  year,  derived  a  merce,  because  merchandises  and  wares 
"  are  thither  abundantly  brought,  and  mercatus  is  derived  a  mercando;''  and  com- 
menting on  cap.  xxiv.  of  Westminster  the  Second,  he  says  that  fairs  are  included  in 
the  enactment  there  made  "  de  mercatOj''  **  for  every  fair  is  a  market,  but  every  market 
is  not  a  fair."  It  is  commonly  said  that  fairs  are  larger  than  markets  and  are  held 
only  on  a  few  stated  days  in  the  year,  whereas  markets  are  held  once  a  week  or 
oftener. 

The  word  fair  appears  to  be  properly  used  to  include  what  Coke  speaks  of  as  a 
mart.  It  signifies  a  gathering  at  the  time  of  one  of  the  annual  feasts,  and  seems  to 
derive  its  name  not  from  ^' forum, ''  but  from  ^^feriaj'  which  is  the  proper  ecclesiastical 
term  for  a  saint's  day.  The  feasts  or  wakes  of  the  patron  saints  of  the  villages  or 
districts  may  in  some  cases  represent  a  continuation  of  pagan  festivals  allowed  to 
survive  from  motives  of  public  policy.  In  this  connexion,  we  may  refer  to  the 
celebrated  letter  of  Gregory  the  Great  to  Mellitus  in  A.D.  601,  in  which  he  directs 
that  "  some  solemnity/'  must  be  provided  for  the  English  people  in  exchange  for  their 
former  celebrations,  "  that  they  may  build  themselves  booths  from  the  boughs  of  trees 
about  those  churches  which  have  been  turned  to  that  use  from  temples."* 

There  are  early  records  which  show  that  the  gatherings  at  such  festivals  were 
used  not  only  for  religious  purposes,  but  also  for  pleasure  and  business,  and  were 
from  the  beginning  specially  utilised  for  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce.  Thus  it 
appears  from  the  Boldon  Book—  a  survey  of  the  Palatinate  of  Durham,  taken  in  the 
year  1183 — that  the  rustic  tenants  of  the  township  of  Boldon  and  of  Aucklandshire 
were  bound  to  make  lodges  or  booths  at  the  fairs  of  S.  Cuthbert.t 

The  concourse  of  persons  from  a  distance  on  these  occasions  appears  to  have  been 
facilitated  from  very  early  times  by  provisions  for  proclaiming  a  special  "  truce,"  which 
were  directly  perpetuated  in  the  so-called  '*  peace  of  the  fair,"  or  the  "  Treva  regis^* 
such  as  that  referred  to  in  the  Domesday  account  of  Dover. J 

The  word  mmdmae^  which  is  commonly  used  as  an  equivalent  for  '*  fair,"  did  not 
originally  signify  an  annual  gathering  of  the  kind  described.  It  rather  represented 
what  we  know  as  a  weekly  market,  though  in  later  times  it  was  used  to  describe 
any  periodical  trading  assembly.     In  connexion  with  this  word  we  find  the  earliest 

♦  Bede,  Hist.  BccL,  I.,  30,  and  Gregor.  Ep.  ad  Mellitum  II.,  76. 

t  ^^  Faciunt  in  nnndinis  Sancti  Cuthberti  singoli  ii.  villani  unam  botham  et  quando  logiae  fadunt,  &c.,  quieti 
sunt  de  aliis  operationibus."  Boldon  Buke,  (Suttees  Soc.  Ed.),  p.  4,  *  Boldon  * ;  p.  26,  *  Aucklandshire ' ;  cf., 
the  mention  of  similar  payments  made  by  tenants  at  the  love-feast  or  caritas  of  S.  Peter,  in  the  Liber  Niger  of 
Peterborough  (Chronicon  Peterb.,  Camden  Soc.,  1849,  App.)  :  DuCange,  sub- voce  "  caritas,"  Seebohm,  English 
Village  Community,  p.  71-73.  Traces  of  this  connexion  between  ancient  markets  and  festivals  may  be  found 
in  the  early  notices  of  Irish  history  preserved  in  the  AnnaLs  of  the  Four  Masters,  and  in  the  other  records 
referred  to  at  p.  3,  post.  A  curious  account  of  the  ancient  Welsh  pleasm'e  fair  of  St.  Almedha,  near  Brecknock, 
will  be  found  in  Giraldus  Camb.,  Itin.  Camb.,  i.,  c.  2. ;  Descr.  Cambr.,  i.,  c.  16. 

X  We  may  compare  also  a  picture  of  Norse  life  preserved  in  the  Grettir  Saga.  Grettii*,  the  outlaw,  came 
in  disguise  to  the  great  spring  gathering,  and  sat  watching  the  sports.  They  asked  him  to  wrestle.  ^^  If  I 
do,"  he  said,  '^  you  must  proclaim  the  ^  peace.'  "  And  one  rose  up  and  proclaimed  the  peace  in  solenm  form. 
Then  Grettir  threw  off  his  disguise^  and  they  were  angered  because  he  had  outwitted  them,  but  they  could  not 
harm  him. 
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suggestions  of    the  prerogative  right  of  creating  such  centres  of  traffic,  according 
to  the  maxim,  "  Jus  nundinarum  a  senatu  aut  a  principe  impetrandum  est." 

In  connexion  with  the  observations  that  fairs  were  connected  with  the  resort  of 
people  to  the  feast  of  dedication,  and  that  therefore  in  most  places  the  fairs  by  old 
custom  are  on  the  same  day  as  the  wake  or  festival  of  that  saint,  we  may  remark  that 
fairs  were  held  in  the  churchyard  of  the  church  which  was  dedicated  to  the  saint,  till 
they  were  restrained  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.*  A  distinction  between  the  wake  or 
dedication  feast  and  the  fair  strictly  so  called  appears  in  a  litigation  of  the  reign 
of  King  John,  where  the  Abbot  of  Abingdon  was  summoned  to  show  his  right  to 
hold  a  fair  at  Sallingeford.  The  abbot  pleaded  that  he  held  no  fair,  but  said  that 
there  was  held  there  a  certain  gathering  which  was  called  a  "  wake  {vigilia)*^  which 
was  there  from  the  time*  of  the  Conquest  of  England,  and  whereof  the  Abbey  of 
Abingdon  was  seised  from  time  immemorial  without  claiming  to  take  toll  or  any 
other  custom ;  but  that  nevertheless  there  was  always  buying  and  selling  there.  The 
Abbot  of  Beaulieu  also  appeared,  and  pleaded  that  he  had  at  that  wake  a  certain 
custom  by  royal  grant  to  take  a  toll  of  all  salt  brought  to  the  wake.  A  copy  and 
translation  of  the  pleadings  will  be  found  in  the  extracts  from  the  Abbreviatio 
Placitorum  in  the  Appendix.  The  distinction  appears  to  have  turned  on  the  idea 
that  the  absence  of  toll  would  prevent  the  assembly  from  being  a  legal  fair,  which 
view,  however,  appears  to  be  certainly  incorrect,  having  regard  to  the  later  autho- 
rities.f  It  appears  indeed  by  a  reference  to  Sallingeford  on  the  Hundred  Bolls  of  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  that  the  wake  in  question  was  then  recognised 
as  a  free  fair  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  where  he  took  no  toll,  but  received  certain 
profits,  such  as  amercements  and  the  like.f  The  relation  between  a  wake  and  a  fair 
was  also  discussed  in  proceedings  on  Quo  Warranto  as  to  the  manors  of  the  Prior 
of  Bolton,  in  Yorkshire,  an  extract  from  which  is  also  included  in  the  Appendix.J 

It  appears  in  fact  to  be  impossible  to  dissever  the  idea  of  the  fair  from  the  gathering 
on  the  day  of  a  festival  in  early  English  history,  and  we  may  fairly  suppose  that  the 
gatherings  in  their  original  form  were  held  in  heathen  times  on  those  great  occasions 
when  the  national  sacrifices  were  offered,  and.  the  public  assemblies  were  held.  Though 
little  is  known  of  the  divisions  of  the  ancient  calendar,  there  appear  to  have  been 
gatherings  for  these  purposes  at  the  solstices,  and  at  the  end  of  the  harvest.  The 
year  began  with  the  Yule  f CMt,  and  a  great  festival  was  held  in  September,  when 
thanks  were  given  for  the  harvest,  and  offerings  made  to  secure  a  prosperous  winter. 
Another  great  anniversary  was  occupied  by  the  November  sacrifices,  M)d  we  know 
that  among  the  continental  Germans  all  these  great  anniversaries  coincided  with 
popular  assemblies  and  assizes. §  This  conclusion  is  borne  out  by  what  we  can  learn 
about  the  ancient  Irish  fairs.  These,  according  to  O'Ourry,  *'were  not,  like  their 
*'  modem  representatives,  mere  markets,  but  were  assemblies  of  the  people  to  celebrate 
"  funeral  games  and  other  religious  rites  during  pagan  times,  to  hold  parliaments, 
"  promulgate  laws,  listen  to  the  recitation  of  tales  and  poems,  engage  in  or  witness 
"  cont^ts  in  feats  of  arms,  horse-racing,  and  other  popular  games.  They  were 
"  analogous  in  many  ways  to  the  Olympian  and  other  celebrated  games  of  ancient 

*  The  statute  of  Winton,  13  Edw.  I.  c.  6.,  enacted  that  fairs  and  markets  should  not  be  kept  in  church* 
yards.  A  statute  of  27  Hen.  YII.  c.  5.  enacts  that  fairs  and  markets  shall  not  be  kept  upon  Ascension  daj, 
Corpus  Christi,  Whit  Sunday,  Trinity  Sunday,  ^e  Assumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  All  Saints,  Good  Friday, 
nor  any  Sundays  (the  four  Sundays  in  harvest  only  excepted),  ^^  on  pain  to  forfeit  the  wiares  so  showed  to  the 
"  lord  of  the  franchise  there :  howbeit  they  may  be  kept  within  three  days  next  before  or  after  the  said 
'<  days,  proclamation  thereof  being  made  beforehand,  and  which  is  to  be  certified  without  fine  or  fee  to  the 
'^  Xing :  and  such  as  have  by  special  grant  sufficient  days  before  or  after  the  said  feast  may  keep  their  full 
^  nunmer/'  Two  earlier  statutes  of  the  reign  of  Sdward  III.  bad  provided  for  the  proclamation  of  fairs.  The 
first  of  these,  2  Edw.  III.  c.  15.,  enacts  that  every  lord  at  the  beginning  of  his  fair  shall  cry  and  publish  how 
long  it  shall  endure,  in  pain  to  be  grievously  punished.  The  latter  statute,  5  Edw.  III.  c.  5.,  provides  that 
'^  merchants,  after  the  fair  ended,  shall  close  their  shopis  and  sell  no  ware  thereafter,  in  pain  to  forfeit  to  the 
'^  King  the  double  value  of  the  'vs'are  so  sold  whereof  the  prosecutor  shall  have  a  fourth  part." 

t  ^'  There  is  a  toll  usually  paid  in  fairs  and  markets  on  the  sale  of  things  tollable,  and  for  stallage,  picage, 
&c.  But  this  is  not  incident  to  a  fair  or  market  without  special  grant,  for  where  it  is  not  granted  such  a  fair 
or  market  is  accounted  a  free  fair  or  market."  2  Inst.  220.  Cro.  Eliz.  559.  Jacob's  Law  Dictionary  mb 
voce, 

X  Placiti^  de  Quo  Warranto,  Ebor.,  21  Edw.  I.,  rot.  10,  at  Appendix,  p.  109. 

§  Grimm,  Deutsche  Mythol.  32,  34,  35 ;  Rechts-Alterth.  245,  745,  821-825.  Among  the  Northmen  the 
year  was  divided  into  seasons  according  to  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  '^  between  these  seasons 
^^  we  find  the  great  heathen  festivals  placed  :  Easter,  Tule,  the  mid-summer  moot,  the  autumn  feast,  which 
^  were  also  unbroken  but  shorter  spells  of  mirtli  and  merry-making,  when  public  games,  law  proceedings, 
^  and  the  like  were  carried  on."  The  great  Christian  festivals  were  accommodated  to  this  arrangement,  so 
that  those  which  fell  about  the  corresponding  times  of  the  year  might  take  the  place  of  the  pagan  celebrations. 
Corpus  Poeticum  Boreale,  by  Vigfusson  and  Yorke  Powell,  I.  p.  429. 
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"  Greece/'*  He  quotes  a  mintite  description  of  one  of  the  most  famon^  of  these 
gatherings,  called  the  fair  of  Carman,  held  where  Wexford  now  stAnds;  from  the 
Book  of  Leinster  (dating  from  about  1150  A.D.),  and  the  Book  of  Ballymote ;  and 
the  following  extracts  will  suflSciently  illustrate  the  nature  of  such  ancient  assemblies. 

After  describing  the  death  of  Grarman  and  his  begging  them  to  institute  a  "  fair 
of  mourning  "  for  him,  the  Book  of  BaUymote  proceeds  as  follows : — '^  The  people  of 
"  Leinster  celebrated  this  fair  by  their  tribes  and  by  their  families  down  to  the 
"  time  of  Cathair  Mor  .  .  .  There  were  sevei  races  there,  and  a  week  for  considering 
**  the  laws  and  the  rights  of  the  province  for  three  years.  It  was  on  the  last  day 
•*  that  the  Leinstermen  of  Gabhra  South  held  their  fair,  which  was  called  '  the  steed- 
"  contest  of  the  Ossorians.'  The  Porud  of  their  king  was  on  the  right  of  the  King  of 
"  Carman.  The  Forud  of  the  King  of  OTailge  on  his  left :  and  their  women  were 
"  seated  in  the  same  manner/'  In  another  part  of  the  description  the  following  lines 
occur :  "  Seven  mounds  without  touching  each  other :  Where  the  dead  have  often 
"  been  lamented:  Seven  plains  sacred  without  a  house:  For  the  funeral  games  of 
**  Carman :  Three  markets  in  that  auspicious  country :  A  market  of  food,  a  market 
"  of  live  stock :  And  the  great  market  of  the  foreign  Greeks :  Where  gold  and  noble 
•*  clothes  were  wont  to  be."f 

O^Curry  also  points  out  that  these  fairs  were  regulated  by  strict  byelaws,  a  breach 
of  which  was  punishable  by  death.  No  one  who  attended  them  could  be  arrested 
on  account  of  any  previous  transactions,  nor  could  the  property  of  any  one  be 
distrained  going  to,  at,  or  returning  from  a  fair.  Women,  he  says,  were  especially 
protected,  and  an  enclosure  was  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use,  which  was  called  a 
"  cot  or  cotha.'* 

Besides  this  Wexford  fair,  there  were  other  provincial  assemblies  of  the  same  kind 
at  Tailt^  in  Meath :  at  Cruachan,  the  burial  place  of  the  Kings  of  Connaught :  at 
Nenagh  in  Tipperary  :  at  Aenach-of-the-burgh  on  the  Boyne :  and  at  the  burial  places 
of  the  Kings  of  Leinster  and  Munster.J 

The  reference  to  the  protection  of  traders  on  their  way  to,  at,  and  from  a  fair  may 
be. compared  with  similar  provisions  in  other  countries.  In  Germany  one  of  the 
earliest  fair  charters  granted  by  the  Bpiperors  extended  to  them  the  protection  of 
"  the  Ban,  that  all  going  thither  and  returning  may  have  peace.' '§  In  like  manner 
we  find  the  prohibition  of  distraint  for  previous  debts  perpetuated  both  in  the  Scottish 
laws  1 1  and  in  the  charters'  of  the  English  fairs.^ 

There  is  very  little  reference  to  fairs  either  in  the  collections  of  laws  or  other 
authorities  relating  to  the  period  of  English  history  preceding  the  Norman  Conquest, 
although  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  such  annual  gatherings  took  place  in  many 
parts  of  England  throughout  the  whole  period  between  the  establishment  of  the 
Teutonic  kingdoms  in  England  and  the  imposition  of  the  Norman  constitution. 
Cases  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  where  a  claimant  summoned  to  prove  his  title 
to  a  market  and  fair,  pleaded  for  the  former  a  charter  of  Edward  the  Confessor, 
and  for  the  latter  a  grant  of  Henry  HI.  only.  It  should  also  be  observed  that  there 
are  only  two  notices  of  ^  fairs  in  Domesday  Book,  viz. ;  the  mention  of  the  third  part 
of  a  fair  at  *  Aspella '  in  Suffolk  and  of  the  'forum  annuals '  seized  by  the  Earl  of 
Moretain  at  *  Matele  *  in  Cornwall,  and  that  even  in  these  instances  there  is  no  estimate 
of  annual  value,  as  is  usual  where  markets  are  described. 

These  circumstances  lead  us  to  infer  that  such  fairs  as  existed  before  the  Norman 
Conquest  were  of  little  pecuniary  value.     This  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  idea  that 

*  Manners  and  Castoms  of  the  Ancient  Irish.    VoL  III.,  p.  523. 

t  See  O'Currjr  Manners  and  Customs,  Vol.  III.,  pp.  523-547,  and  Vol.  II.,  pp.  39-47,  and  Introduction, 
pp.  eel  v.,  ccxxvi.  Another  version  (Vol.  III.,  p.  531)  describes  the  markets  as  follows: — "Three  markets 
"  there ;  to  wit,  a  market  of  food  and  clothes  ;  a  market  of  live  stock,  cows  and  horses,  &c. ;  a  market  of 
**  foreigners  and  exiles  selling  gold  and  silver,  &c.  The  professors  of  every  art,  both  the  noble  arts  and  the. 
"  base  acts,  and  non-professionals  were  there,  selling  and  exhibiting  their  works  to  kings ;  and  rewards  were 
"  given  for  every  work  of  art  that  was  just  or  lawful  to  be  sold  or  exhibited  or  listened  to." 

t  The  common  Irish  word  for  a  fair  was  aenachy  which  appears  in  a  large  number  of  place-names.  Nenagh 
is  the  same  word  with  the  addition  of  the  article.  The  name  of  Monasteranenagh  in  Limerick  seems  to 
connect  the  fair  with  some  grant  to  the  monastery  founded  in  the  I2th  century,  but  it  appears  £rom  the  Annals 
of  the  Four  Masters  that  there  had  been  a  fair  there  in  more  ancient  times  called  "  Aenach-beag."  BaUymenagh, 
"  the  town  of  the  fair,"  occurs  in  Limerick,  Tipperary,  and  Deny :  Lissaneena,  "  the  fort  of  the  fair,"  in  Cork 
and  Sligo  :  Ballymeanig  in  Kerry  and  Ardaneanig  near  Killamey  and  again  in  the  county  of  Clare,  are  other 
forms.  iV«*  is  a  word  of  similar  meaning  which  has  given  its  name  to  Naas  in  Eildare  and  to  several  places 
in  Leinster.  Joyce,  Irish  Names  of  Places,  I.  203-7.  The  word  "  Enoch  "  a  fair,  is  also  used  as  a  place- 
name  in  Galloway  :  see  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  Topography  of  Galloway  sub  voce. 

§  See  the  Charter  of  Conrad  TI.  to  Bremen,  and  other  Imperial  Charters  in  the  Appendix,  p.  40. 

II  See  p.  10  post,  and  the  Leges  Burgorum  in  the  Appendix,  p.  147  sq, 

T  See  also  the  account  of  the  fair  at  Westminster,  in  the  Placita  de  Quo  Warranto,  22  Edw.  I.,  f.  480. 

A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARK         RIGHTS   AND   TOLLS: 

they  may  have  been  institutions  of  considerable  importance  with  respect  to  their 
influence  on  the  course  of  trade  and  the  development  of  mercantile  law.  As  has 
been  already  suggested,  they  seem  to  have  contributed  to  secure  the  peace  of  the 
roads,  and  to  have  established  times  of  local  "  truce."  They  had  their  own  law  courts, 
of  which  more  than  one  example  will  be  found  fully  described  in  the  extracts  included 
in  the  Appendix ;  and  the  fact  that  these  courts  acted  with  the  aid  and  for  the  benefit 
of  "merchants  from  all  parts'*  must  have  tended  to  consolidate  the  mercantile  law.* 
There  are  some  indications  that  the  law  of  market  overt  may  have  grown  out  of  the 
practices  of  the  merchants  at  the  fairs.  Although  nothing  directly  bearing  on  this 
point  is  found  in  our  insular  codes,  there  is  a  statement  as  to  the  German  fairs 
in  the  ninth  century,  which  shows  that  the  usage  was  well  known  on  the  continent. 
This  statement  is  found  in  the  works  of  Notker,  one  of  the  St.  Grail  writers,  living 
about  850  A.D.,  who  says  that  "  merchants  contend  that  the  purchase  which  is  made 
"  at  an  annual  fair  should  be  valid,  whether  it  be  just  or  unjust,  because  it  is  their 
*'  custom."f 

There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  after  the  Norman  Conquest  the  fair  was 
treated  as  a  valuable  franchise  derived  from  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  yielding 
a  revenue  in  tolls  and  other  profits  to  the  King  or  the  grantee  of  the  franchise.  The 
fair  in  fact  seems  to  have  been  reconstituted  on  the  continental  model,  the  nature  of 
which  appears  from  the  numerous  grants  of  annual  fairs  to  religious  houses  in  France 
from  the  ninth  century  onwards.  An  example  of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  tolls 
exacted  at  a  fair  in  the  Norman  period  will  be  found  in  the  charter  of  St.  Giles's  fair 
at  Winchester,  of  which  a  translation  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  ;  and  the  same  charter 
will  be  found'  to  illustrate  in  a  remarkable  way  the  continual  growth  of  a  great  fair, 
for  although  the  original  grant  by  William  Rufus  was  for  three  days  only,  five  days 
more  were  added  by  Henry  I.,  six  by  Stephen,  and  again  two  more  by  Henry  II.,  so  ' 
that  the  period  of  the  monopoly  ultimately  extended  to  sixteen  days  in  all,  without 
reckoned  a  further  period  of  eight  days  granted  by  Edward  II,,  which  the  Abbots  had 
not  found  it  expedient  to  use. 

With  the  development  of  foreign  trade  under  the  Plantagenet  Kings  the  system  of 
annual  fairs  undoubtedly  attained  a  great  importance.  The  advantage  of  the  fair  was 
of  a  double  character.  It  supplied,  as  Professor  Rogers  says,  "  a  market  in  which 
"  goods  which  could  not  be  found  in  the  ordinary  town  market  would  be  procurable, 
"  and  in  which  there  would  bo  a  wider  market  for  ordinary  goods."{  The  value  of 
the  franchise  was  as  great  to  the  town  traders  as  to  the  foreign  merchants  and  chap- 
men. This  may  be  illustrated  by  an  instance  taken  from  the  Hundred  Rolls  for  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  a  reference  to  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  The  men 
of  Lincoln  presented  that  the  lord  of  the  fair  of  St.  Botolph  had  attacked  the  citizens 
and  oppressed  them  by  exacting  toll,  although  they  were  free  from  time  immemorial 
of  all  customs  and  demands  at  that  fair,  upon  which  the  citizens  had  withdrawn 
themselves  from  the  fair  until  they  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  remedy  from  the  King. 
They  proceeded  to  say  that  in  the  meantime  the  then  Mayor  of  Lincoln  with  his 
brother  and  certain  friends  guaranteed  to  the  owner  of  the  fair  without  the  authority 
of  the  citizens  a  rent  of  10/.  yearly,  and  they  added  the  further  statement  that  the 
mayor's  brother  at  that  time  said  before  the  commonalty  of  Lincoln  that  he  would 
give  lOZ.  out  of  his  own  pocket,  "  before  he  would  lose  his  fair  of  St.  Botolph."§ 

The  importance  which  was  once  attached  to  fairs  has  long  since  passed  away,  though 
there  was  a  time  when  they  formed  a  convenience  with  which  no  part  of  the  country 
could  dispense.  When  the  growth  of  trade  progressed  faster  than  the  improvement  of 
the  means  of  communication,  the  value  of  fixed  centres  of  periodical  exchange  was 
great ;  but  as  the  means  of  communication  improved,  the  great  marts  of  Plantagenet, 
Btuart,  and  Tudor  times,  have,  as  Professor  Rogers  says,  '*  degenerated  into  scenes  of 
"  coarse  amusement,  and  after  having  been  granted  and  protected  as  the  highest  and 
"  most  necessary  franchises,  have  been  tolerated  for  the  sake  of  their  traditions,  and 
"  are  now  being  generally  suppressed  as  nuisances." 


*  See  particularly  the  charier  of  St.  Giles's  fair  in  the  Appendix,  at  p.  133,  the  trial  recorded  in  the  Abbr. 
Plac,  f.  321,  a,  and  the  presentment  of  the  men  of  Louth  as  to  their  dispute  with  the  men  of  Lincoln  at 
St.  Botolph's  fair  from  the  Hundred  Rolls,  I.  f.  334.  The  diversity  of  local  usage  in  the  various  trading 
communities  is  illustrated  by  the  summaries  of  the  customary  law  entered  under  the  names  of  some  of  the 
boroughs  in  Domesday  Book,  and  by  the  provisions  as  to  trials  between  men  of  different  "  ports"  in  the  Laws 
of  Canute,  cap.  32. 

f  "  Choufliute  stritent  tas  ter  ehouf  sule  wesen  8t4te,  der  ?5e  jahrmercate  get^n  wirdet,  er  si  reht  aide  unreht : 
warde  iz  iro  gewohneheite  ist."     Notker,  Boethius  58, 

t  Six  Centuries  of  Work  and  Wages,  p.  147. 

\  See  Appendix,  p.  97. 
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REPORT.  5 

The  same  writer  has  given  us  a  valuable  account  of  "  the  great  and  famous  fair  of 
Stourbridge  "  which  was  held  in  a  field  near  the  Monastery  of  Barnwell  about  a  mile 
from  Cambridge.  We  are  told  that  this  fair  was  as  celebrated  in  its  day  as  those  of 
Novgorod  and  Leipsic.  Here  were  assembled  the  merchants  of  the  east  and  west,  the 
Basterlings  from  the  Hanse-towns,  the  traders  of  the  Levant,  Venetians  and  Genoese, 
and  Spaniards  with  jennets  and  war-horses,  and  iron  from  the  "  crane  of  Seville.'* 
This  fair  was  proclaimed  on  the  4th  of  September,  the  due  proclamation  being  a 
condition  of  exercising  the  franchise.*  It  was  opened  on  the  8th  of  September  and 
lasted  three  weeks.  "  The  temporary  wooden  buildings  were  commenced  by  custom 
"  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  August  24,  and  the  builders  of  these  houses  were  allowed 
"  to  destroy  com  grown  on  the  spot  with  impunity  if  it  were  not  cleared  before  that 
"  day.  On  the  other  hand,  the  owner  of  the  field  was  empowered  to  destroy  the 
**  booths  on  Michaelmas  day  if  they  were  not  cleared  before  that  time.  The  space 
"  allotted  to  the  fair,  about  half  a  square  mile,  was  divided  into  streets  which  were 
"  named,  sometimes  by  nations,  and  in  each  of  these  streets  some  special  trade  was 
"  carried  on,  the  principal  being  foreign  spices  and  fruits,  ironmongery,  fish,  metal 
**  goods,  cloth,  wool,  leather,  and,  latterly,  books."  Nothing,  he  adds,  was  too 
cumbrous  or  too  costly  for  a  mediaeval  fair,  because  the  dealer,  if  he  could  not  find 
customers  there,  could  certainly  find  them  no  where  else;  and  with  regard  to  the 
particular  gathering  now  under  description  "  there  were  few  households  possessed 
*•  of  any  wealth  which  did  not  send  a  purchaser  or  give  a  commission  for  Stourbridge 
"  fair."t 

Among  other  important  fairs  we  may  mention  several  which  were  granted  by 
Henry  I.  to  the  greater  churches.  The  first  of  these  is  a  grant  of  a  fair  at  Canter- 
bury on  the  day  of  St.  Augustine's  Translation,  September  13,  to  last  for  five  days. 
Another  was  granted  to  St.  Andrew's  Priory  at  Rochester,  being  a  gift  of  "  all  customs 
**  and  liberties  and  the  entire  toll  of  the  two  days'  fair  on  the  feast  of  S.  Paulinus, 
"  whose  body  rests  in  the  Church  of  S.  Andrew  the  Apostle  in  the  same  city." 
Another  grant  for  S.  Swithin's  Monastery  and  Cathedral  at  Winchester  comprised  the 
right  to  hold  a  fair  at  S.  Giles's  Church  on  the  eastern  hill  of  Winchester,  and  all  the 
King's  rents  and  rights  in  the  city  of  Winchester  for  eight  days,  including  three 
granted  by  King  William  II.,  as  to  which  full  details  will  ])e  found,  as  already  stated, 
in  the  Confirmation  Charter  of  Edward  III.  The  Malmesbury  Chartulary  contains  a 
grant  to  Abbot  Q-odfrey  by  Henry  I.  of  a  five  days'  fair  at  Malmesbury,  which  the 
King's  father  had  granted  for  three  days  only.  The  next  examples  in  the  list  are  a 
grant  of  a  fair  for  eight  days  before  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  for  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Alban's  in  Hertfordshire,  a  grant  to  St.  Peter  s  at  Bath  of  the  whole 
city  of  Bath,  in  alms  and  in  augmentation  of  the  Episcopal  see,  with  all  customs,  also 
• ■ — — — — . 

*  The  custom  of  proclamation  is  still  kept  up  in  many  places,  the  following  being  a  form  now  in  use  in 
Yorkshire  : — 

'*  The  Lord  of  this  Manor,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  strictly  charges  and  commands  all  persons  here 
assembled  and  repairing  to  this  fair  to  keep  the  Queen's  peace,  and  that  no  man  presume  to  make  any  assault, 
outcry,  or  affray  to  the  disturbance  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects.  That  no  man  forestall  all  or  any  manner  of 
commodities,  or  merchandise,  coming  or  comed  to  this  market.  That  no  man  use  any  false  weights  or 
measui*e8,  or  sell,  offer  to  sell  an}-  adulterated  or  deceitful  wares  but  such  as  are  good  and  merchantable,  and 
allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  realm.  And  that  every  man,  both  in  buying  and  selling,  use  honest  and  fair 
chapmanry.  That  no  man  buy  or  sell  any  horse,  mare  or  gelding  but  such  as  are  lawfully  registei-ed  in  the 
toll  book,  and  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  buy  any  horse,  mare,  or  geldmg,  without 
lawfully  registering  the  same  in  the  toll  book,  he  will  be  prosecuted  according  to  law.  That  no  innholder 
or  victualler  suffer  any  disorder  in  his  house  by  unhiwful  gaming  or  excessive  drinking.  That  no  man 
entertain,  lodge,  or  harbour  any  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  cutpurses  or  suspected  'persons,  and  if  any  such  repair, 
to  their  houses  or  otherwise  they  be  informed  of  them,  that  they  presently  give  notice  thereof  to  the  constable 
and  that  the  constable  do  apprehend  them,  that  such  course  be  taken  as  by  the  laws  of  this  realm  are  appointed 
for  such  like  offences.  And  if  any  difference  arise  within  this  fair  or  market  the  party  grieved  may  repair 
to  the  Court  of  Fye-powders,  held  at  the  toll-booth,  and  receive  redress.  And  all  persons  are  to  take  notice 
that  the  horse  and  sheep  fair  or  market  is  ordered  and  appointed  to  be  held  and  kept  within  the  west  end  of 
this  town,  betwixt  the  house  of  .  .  .  and  the  house  of  .  .  .  And  the  beast  market  at  the  east  end 
of  this  town.     God  save  the  Queen  and  the  Lord  of  this  Manor." 

t  Six  Centuries  of  Work  and  Wages  by  J.  E.  Thorold  Rogers,  pp.  146,  148,  149,  and  150-152.  The 
following  passage  from  '^  Piers  Plowman  "  may  be  cited  as  illustrating  the  modes  of  dealing  in  small  matters 
at  a  medisBval  fair : — 

'^  Clemment  the  Cobelere :  cast  of  bus  cloke :  And  to  the  New  Fayre :  nempned  hit  to  teke :  Hicke  the 
Hakeneyman  :  Hitte  hus  hod  after :  And  bad  Bette  the  Bonchere :  to  be  on  hus  syde  :  Ther  were  chapmen 
y-chose :  the  chafifre  to  preise  :  That  he  that  hadde  the  hod  :  sholde  have  amendes  of  the  cloke :  Two  rysen 
rapliche :  and  rounede  togeders :  And  preysed  the  penyworths :  apart  by  hemselve :  And  ther  were  othes 
an  hepe  :  for  other  sholde  have  the  worse.  The!  couthe  nonht  by  here  conscience :  accorde  foj*  treuthe :  Til 
Bobyn  the  Ropere  :  aryse  thei  bysouhte :  And  nempned  hym  a  nompeyr :  that  no  debate  were."  Piers 
Plowman,  passus  7,  376-393. 
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of  a  mint,  toll,  and  all  other  appurtenances  and  fairs  on  the  feast  of  S.  Peter, ''  so  that 
the  Bishop  may  have  his  seat  there  with  the  greatest  honour,'*  and  a  grant  for  the 
Monastery  of  Ramsey  of  a  fair  to  be  held  every  Wednesday  in  Easter,  and  eight 
days  after  with  "  sae  and  soc,"  and  all  customs  thereto  belonging.  The  Royal  Charters 
of  the  same  reign,  which  may  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of  the  whole  iN'orman  period,* 
contain  also  among  other  examples  a  grant  to  the  Monastery  of  Tavistock  of  a  three 
days'  fair  on  the  feast  of  Si  Rumon,  and  a  grant  to  St.  Frideswide's  Priory  at  Oxford,  of 
a  fair  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Oxford  and  the  suburbs  thereof  every  year  for  seven 
days,  viz.,  on  the  eve  and  day  of  the  Translation  of  St.  Benedict,  and  five  days 
following,  with  all  liberties  and  free  customs  thereto  belonging.f  The  last-mentioned 
fair,  the  memory  of  which  is  now  almost  forgotten,  lasted  at  first  for  the  seven  days 
between  the  lOth  and  16th  of  July,  afterwards  changed  to  the  week  between  the  18th 
and  24th  of  October.  "  During  the  continuance  of  this  great  fair,"  says  Mr,  Boase, 
**  the  custody  of  the  city  was  given  up  into  the  hands  of  the  monastery,  the  town 
"  courts  were  closed  in  favour  of  the  Piepowder  Court,  held  by  the  steward  of  the 
"  priory  for  the  redress  of  all  disorders  committed  in  the  fair,  and  the  keys  of  the 
**  city  gates  were  given  over  by  the  mayor  to  the  prior.  But  by  the  Stuart  times, 
"  the  fair  had  fallen  almost  to  nothing,  ^ough  the  city  had  bought  from  the  Grown 
"  the  right  to  hold  it  for  fifteen  days  within  the  precincts  of  the  Guildhall.  Similarly 
**  the  Austin  or  May  fair  (5-9th  MayJ  granted  by  Edward  IV,  to  the  Austin  Friars 
"  at  Wadham,  came  into  the  hands  or  the  city  and  gradually  perished  .  .  .  •  . 
**  A  fair  on  Grloucester  Green,  granted  by  Elizabeth,  also  came  to  nothing.  At 
"  present,  St.  Giles's  wake  is  kept  on  the  Monday  after  the  1st  of  September, 
"  St.  Giles's  day,  but  the  shows  and  stalls  are  mainly  attractive  to  crowds  of  country 
"  people."!  The  charter  for  St.  Giles's  fair  at  Winchester,  already  mentioned,  contains 
very  elaborate  provisions  for  securing  the  government  of  the  city  and  the  neighbour- 
hood for  a  circuit  of  seven  leagues  round  S.  Giles's  Down  to  the  officers  of  the  Bishop 
for  the  whole  period  of  the  fair.  It  includes  also  a  description  of  the  "  Pavilionis 
Aula,"  or  Tent  Court  of  the  fair,  where  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  law  was  admini- 
stered.  Besides  reciting  the  tolls  taken  on  all  wares  sold  in  the  fair,  the  charter  also 
empowers  the  Bishop  to  hold  a  special  assize,  during  the  sixteen  days,  of  all  bread, 
wine,  beer,  and  other  victuals,  and  a  review  of  all  weights  and  measures  within  the 
seven  league  circuit.  A  similar  jurisdiction  was  long  maintained  at  Hereford.  The 
nine-day  fair  which  began  on  the  19th  of  May,  was  proclaimed  from  time  immemorial 
with  certain  yearly  formalities  by  the  Bishop  of  Hereford's  bailiff  or  his  deputy,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  the  fair  the  Bishop's  bailifiE  superseded  the  mayor  of  Here- 
ford, and  was  the  acting  magistrate.  lii  the  Quo  Warranto  rolls  we  find  a  record  of 
a  similar  transfer  of  authority  at  York  from  the  bailiffs  of  the  City  to  the  officers  of 
the  Archbishop,  during  the  continuance  of  his  fair.§ 

We  are  told  also  that  the  tenants  at  Hampton  Bishop,  in  the  same  county  of 
Hereford,  were  to  get  yearly  six  horse  loads  (summas)  of  rods  or  wattles,  in  the 
haywood  near  Hereford,  and  brin^  them  to  Hereford,  to  make  enclosures  (cletas)  at 
the  fair  when  they  should  be  required,  and  for  every  load  of  the  said  rods  they  were 
to  be  allowed  a  hsdf penny  at  the  fairs.  || 

♦  The  number  of  fair  charters  granted  in  this  and  the  following  reigns  is  illustrated  bj  the  Index,  which  is 
reprinted  from  the  Calendars  of  the  Public  Record  Office  as  part  of  the  Appendix,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  are  over  40  such  charters  preserved  for  the  first  year  of  Ku^  John,  and  over  460  during 
the  10  years  from  2-11  Henry  III. 

t  See  the  30th  Report  on  Public  Records,  pp.  197  sqg.  Other  information  as  to  early  grants  of  fairs  may 
be  found  in  the  Charter  Bolls  between  the  years  1199  and  1483,  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  and  Placita  de  Quo 
Warranto,  several  extracts  from  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  and  among  the  Inquisitions  ad 
quod  damnum.  Information  as  to  grants  of  fairs  in  Wales  will  be  found  in  the  Welsh  Rolls,  extending  fW>m 
the  5th  year  to  the  2drd  year  of  Edward  I.,  and  similar  information  may  be  found  in  the  Gascon  Rolls,  as  to 
fairs  granted  in  Gascony  whilst  that  province  was  under  the  dominion  of  the  English  Kings.  The  grants 
of  fairs  in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  will  be  found  among  the  Duchy  Records  at  the  Public  Record  Office 
between  the  reigns  of  Edward  IV.  and  George  I.,  and  for  the  later  period  at  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Office. 
Among  the  places  comprised  in  the  last-mentioned  records  are  Newburgh,  Staff.,  1  Edw.  IV.,  Tutbury, 
Staff.,  2  Ric.  III. ;  Boroughbridge,  Yorks.,  19  Hen.  VII. ;  Bolingbroke,  Lincoln,  1  Mary ;  Ripon,  Yorks., 
13  Eliz.;  Adwalton,  Yorks.,  18  Eliz;  Knaresborough,  Yorks.,  30  Eliz. ;  Grosmont,  Hon.,  33  Eliz. ;  Winster, 
Derby,  10  Ann  :  Hope,  Derby,  1  George  I. ;  Buxton,  Derby,  5^  George  III.  Much  information  as  to  grants 
of  fairs  to  religious  houses  will  be  found  in  Dugd.^e's  Monasticon  Anglicanum. 

X  Historic  Towns,  Oxford,  by  C.  W.  Boase,  pp.  70,  71. 

§  See  Appendix,  p.  110,  note. 

II  ^'  Tenentes  de  Hampton  Episcopi  in  com.  Hereford  debent  quasrere  annuatim  sex  summas  virgarum,  apud 
'<  boscum  de  Haya  juxta  Hereford,  et  apportare  ad  Hereford  ad  cletas  nundinarum  fiaciendas,  quando  fuerint 
^'  requisiti  et  pro  qualibet  summa  dictarum  virgarum  allocabitur  eis  obolus  de  nundinis."  Lib.  inq.  Heref., 
Blount,  160 :  Hazlitt,  Tenures  of  Land,  p.  144. 
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Similar  provifiions  and  regulations  for  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  fairs  were 
also  common  in  Scotland,  and  the  system  of  trading  in  fairs  as  distinct  from  markets 
is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  passage  of  Robertson's  Early  Kings  of  Scotland 
(p,  804).  **  Ordinarily  the  privileges  of  the  burgh  were  only  suspended  during  fair- 
time.  The  fair  was  in  some  respects  a  sort  of  regulated  saturnalia :  none  but  the 
outlaw,  the  traitor,  and  the  malefactor,  whose  crime  was  Of  too  deep  a  dye  to  admit 
of  sanctuary,  could  be  taken  during  its  continuance,  all  else,  whether  debtors,  run- 
aways^ or  minor  oflTenders  of  any  description  being  free  from  arrest,  except  they 
broke  "  the  peace  of  the  fair,"  when  they  were  tried  aud  punished,  not  by  the  ordinary 
magistrates  of  the  burgh,  but  in  a  temporary  court,  known  universally  as  the  Court 
of  Pies-poudres,  or  Dusty-feet.  The  Dusty-foot  was  the  travelling  pedlar,  or  merchant 
as  he  was  called  in  Scotland,*  and  as  in  fair- time  the  stallenger  or  trader  who  sold 
from  a  temporary  stall  or  booth  could  claim  "  lot  and  cavyl  '*  share  and  share  with  # 
the  more  dignified  burgher,  with  whom  for  the  time  he  was  upon  an  equality,  it 
would  have  been  contrary  to  the  true  northern  principle  of  justice  if  he  had  been 
liable  to  be  tried  and  punished  in  a  strange  court,  and  by  any  other  verdict  than 
that  of  "  his  peers,"  the  community  for  the  time  being  of  the  fair.  The  Dusty-foot 
probably  came  by  land,  and  only  entered  the  burgh  for  traffic  during  the  fair-time ; 
but  the  sea,  or  tiie  river,  bore  the  vessel  of  the  foreign  trader  to  the  burgh  at  all 
times/' 

The  Peace  of  the  Fair  is  also  referred  to  in  the  Scottish  Leges  Quatuor  Burgorum,* 
the  86th  chapter  of  which  is  headed  "  Of  Stabilling  the  Peace  of  Fairs,"  and  is  as 
follows : — 

**  This  is  the  Ordinance  of  the  Peace  of  Fairs  in  a  Royal  Burgh  on  the  hither  side 
of  the  water  of  Forth,  to  wit :  That  from  the  time  witien  the  Peace  of  the  Fair  is 
proclaimed  no  man  be  taken  nor  attached  within  the  time  of  that  Fair,  either  in 
coming  to  the  Fair  or  in  passing  thence  or  in  sojourning  in  the  Fair  itself,  unless 
he  has  broken  the  Peace-  of  the  Fair,  or  unless  he  be  an  outlaw  of  the  Lord  King 
or  the  King's  traitor,  or  such  a  misdoer  as  the  Peace  of  Holy  Church  ought  not 
to  save.  And  if  he  be  such  a  misdoer  or  have  broken  the  Peace  of  the  Fair  he 
shall  be  attached  securely  until  the  Moot  of  that  Fair,  and  there  he  shall  stiand  for 
his  right,  and  justice  shall  be  done  in  the  matter  whereof  he  has  been  charged/' 

The  following  chapter  concerning  stolen  goods  found  in  the  fair,  supplements  the 
reference  to  the  temporary  Fair  Court  by  further  details  of  procedure, 

"  If  a  man  finds  in  the  Fair  property  of  his  which  he  says  was  reft  from  him  or 
stolen  or  lost,  he  ought  to  bring  him  with  whom  the  property  was  found  to  the 
Bailies  of  the  Fair,  and  before  them  the  other  ought  to  name  his  Lord  and  where  he  has 
his  house,  and  ought  to  find  a  pledge  before  the  Bailies  of  the  Fair  imto  the  challenger 
that  on  the  15th  day  after  the  Fair  he  shall  have  the  property  that  is  challenged  in 
the  place  which  the  Bailies  shall  name,  and  there  shall  stand  to  right  unto  his 
challenger.  But  if  he  has  no  pledge,  then  the  Bailies  ought  to  retain  the  property 
until  he  find  pledges  imto  his  challenger  or  else  until  the  Moot  of  the  Fair.  And 
if  he  that  is  challenged  shall  then  come  and  find  a  pledge  as  aforesaid,  the  property 
must  be  given  into  his  possession,  and  the  challenger  shall  pursue  his  plaint.  But 
if  he  that  is  challenged  come  not  to  the  Moot  of  the  Fair,  the  property  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  challenger,  under  good  and  sure  pledges,  so  that  if  any  other 
should  come  who  should  wish  to  plead  thereof,  the  same  challenger,  at  the  summons 
of  the  Bailies  aforesaid,  shall  bring  that  property  to  the  place  where  he  received  it, 
and  that  in  as  good  state  as  it  was  when  he  received  it,  or  else  the  value  of  the 
property  if  it  haa  perished  or  was  damaged  in  his  keeping,  and  there  do  what  may 
be  ]ust  concerning  it." 

The  fair  then  appears  to  have  been  originally  an  institution  derived  from  ancient 
tribal  and  national  usages  expanding  in  later  times  with  the  growth  of  the  royal 
prerogative  and  the  increasing  necessities  of  commerce.  The  market,  on  the  other 
hand,  bears  obvious  signs  of  having  been  modelled  on  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Law. 
There  are  but  scanty  notices  of  the  "  jus  nundinarum  "  in  the  Pandects,  but  it  appears 
that  before  the  close  of  the  Republic  the  Senate  claimed  and  exercised  a  jurisdiction  to 
grant  or  refuse  market-rights,  and  a  passage  in  Pliny's  letters  (Epist.  v.  4),  shows  that 
neighbouring  Municipia  were  entitled  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  application 
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*  See  the  quotations  from  the  Legefl  Bargorum  in  the  Appendix,  at  p.  133. 
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of  the  landowner  in  a  way  which  closely  resembles  our  later  system  of  inquisitions 
"  ad  quod  dammmi.^'* 

Two  theories  have  been  advanced  to  account  for  the  similarity  between  the  system 
of  market  law  in  England  and  in  the  continental  kingdoms.  According  to  one  school 
of  historians  there  was  an  absolute  continuity  of  Roman  civilisation  in  the  English 
towns  from  the  time  when  the  province  fell  away  from  the  Empire  to  the  time  when 
municipal  institutions  were  again  developed  in  the  mediasval  period.  In  some  parts 
of  Western  Europe  the  Roman  system  appears  to  have  lived  on  without  an  actual 
breach  of  continuity.  The  "  Ouria  "  seems  to  have  continued  in  the  cities  of  Provence 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  great  revolution.  At  Treves  and  Cologne  the  Roman  language 
perished  but  the  institution  survived;  and  the  "libertas  Romana,"  or  full  body  of 
municipal  privileges,  was  extended  gradually  to  other  cities  on  the  Rhine  and  to  the 
.  trading  communities  of  Holland  and  Brabant.  It  is  possible  also  that  some  relics  of 
the  Imperial  administration  may  have  continued  in  Southern  Italy  and  in  a  few  of  the 
Lombard  cities.  One  element  at  least  in  the  Corporation  of  Paris  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  "  Nautae  Parisiaci,"  a  college  of  merchants  established  in  the  first  period  of  the 
Empire. 

But  the  English  municipalities  are  in  no  sense  a  legacy  from  the  Imperial  times  or 
a  continuation  of  the  system  which  prevailed  in  the  cities  of  Britain,  evwi  in  the  few 
instances,  as  in  London,  York,  and  Exeter,  where  there  may  have  been  an  unbroken 
succession  of  occupancy .f  There  had  no  doubt  been  a  considerable  amount  of  trade 
in  the-  municipalities  of  the  Roman  province  of  Britain.  London  was  described  in  the 
time  of  Tacitus  as  "  copia  negotiatorum  et  commeatuum  maxime  celebre  "  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  historian's  statements  in  the  Life  of  Agricola  to  the 
effect  that  the  British  towns  were  wealthy  and  peaceable  and  furnished  with  temples 
and  market  places  and  other  public  institutions.  J  London  certainly  continued  to  be 
a  place  of  great  importance  during  the  occupatioa  of  this  country  by  the  Romans. 
It  was  the  seat  of  the  provincial  treasury  and  was  probably  the  residence  of  some  of 
the  higher  civil  officials ;  but  we  know  nothing  of  its  history  during  the  period  between 
the  first  victory  of  the  English  invaders  and  the  time  when  we  find  it  parcelled  out 
like  a  shire  into  a  number  of  private  estates  and  territorial  franchises  and  jurisdictions. 
London  and  Winchester  ''  the  elder  and  younger  capital  of  the  Kingdom  "  have  been 
said  to  fall  into  a  special  class  of  Roman  towns  which  have  always  retained  a  position 
of  importance.  York,  the  capital  of  the  Roman  province,  may  have  maintained  a 
fairly  continuous  existence  as  a  centre  of  trade  throughout  the  whole  period  of 
conquest.  Carlisle  and  Exeter  retained  their  independence  so  long  that  they  escaped 
the  dangers  of  the  general  destruction.  The  former  of  these  cities,  always  a  station 
of  great  importance,  is  described  by  Professor  Freeman  "  as  the  one  city  within  the 
bounds  of  the  present  England  which  keeps  a  purely  British  name."  As  to  the  latter 
he  says  it  stands  distinguished  as  "  the  one  great  English  city  which  has  in  a  more 
"  marked  way  than  any  other  kept  its  unbroken  being  and  its  unbroken  position 
"  through  all  ages.  It  is  the  one  city  in  which  we  can  feel  sure  that  human  habita- 
"  tion  and  city  life  have  never  ceased  from  the  days  of  the  early  Caesars  to  our  own.*'§ 
But  we  may  take  it  as  proved  that  almost  all  the  towns  were  destroyed  in  the  course 
of  the  English  Conquest ;  and  some  Which  became  important  again,  as  Bath,  Cambridge, 
and  Chester,  are  known  to  have  lain  waste  for  centuries.  Some  of  the  towns  which 
may  have  been  spared  in  the  fury  of  the  first  contests,  doubtless  fell  afterwards  in  the 
course  of  the  civil  wars,  and  more  may  have  been  left  in  neglect  to  fall  into  ruin  and 
decay. 

But,  as  time  went  on,  the  English  Kings,  adopting  the  continental  fashions,  learned 
to  hold  their  courts  in  the  fortresses,  to  choose  an  ancient  city  for  a  metropolis,  to 


*  The  classical  term  "  nundince  "  referred  originallj  to  the  nine-day  period  which  preceded  the  Eastern 
seven-day  week,  adopted  by  the  Eomans  about  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Empire.  The  words 
nundinae,  nundinatio,  and  trinundinum,  were  retained  in  common  use,  although  the  period  was  altered.  The 
seven-day  week  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  Continental  Germans  and  Scaudinavians  in  the  4th  or 
5th  century.  They  are  supposed  to  have  used  a  five-day  week  in  earlier  times.  See  Grimm.  Deutsch.  Mythol, 
127  and  Vigfusson,  CJorp.  Poet.  Boreal.  429.  Professor  Rh^s  considers  that  the  Irish  word  "  noinden  "  shows 
the  institution  of  markets  or  fairs  "  on  the  ninth  day "  to  have  been  common  to  the  Celts  and  the  ancient 
Italians.     Rh^s,  Hibbert  Lect.  1886,  p.  362. 

f  Encycl.  Brit,  sub  voce  Municipality. 

X  Tac  Annals  XIY.,  c.  33.  Agric,  cap.  13,  19,  21.  and  Kemble,  Saxons  in  England,  II.,  pp.  265,  sqq. 
Kemble  notices  the  following  as  important  Roman  trading  towns :  London,  Yerulam,  Colchester,  Lincoln,  Bath, 
York,  Chester,  Exeter,  Dover,  Sandwich,  Canterbury,  Rochester,  Winchester,  Gloucester,  Norwich,  Dorchester, 
Chichester,  Wroxeter,  Leicester,  Caerleon-on-Usk,  and  Carlisle,  and  other  towns  are  occasionally  mentioned  by 
Bede  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle. 

§  Historic  Towns  ;  Exeter,  by  E.  A.  Freeman,  p.  4. 
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grant  a  Eoman  town  to  a  favourite  retainer,  and  to  set  up  their  country  farmsteads 
on  the  sites  of  the  devastated  villages.*  The  conquerors  who  had  at  first  possessed 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  town  learned,  at  any  rate  about  the  beginning  of  the 
seventh  century,  to  enclose  their  boroughs  or  *'  burhs  "  with  walls,  and  the  residences 
of  the  kings  and  nobles  may  also  have  become  centres  for  trade  and  commerce,  just 
as  in  later  times  the  monast^eries  and  places  at  which  local  courts  were  held  attracted 
tj^ders  and  craftsmen  to  live  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  borough  when  it  appears  in  English  history  is  essentially  a  place  of  defence ; 
and  the  definition  includes  the  powerful  city  which  formed  the  metropolis  of  an 
ancient  Kingdom,  the  border-fortress,  the  walled  seaport,  the  "  burh  "  erected  in  a 
disaffected  province,  and  the  fortified  village  on  the  private  demesne  of  the  king.  The 
borough  or  "  burh "  was  confined  to  the  precinct  of  the  walls,  though  the  town  or 
city  might  extend  to  a  greater  distance  or  the  burgesses  might  be  joint-owners  of 
estates  outside  the  lines  of  defence.  There  might  evQn  be  two  "  burhs  "  side  by  side 
if  the  nature  of  the  locality  required  it.  We  read  in  the  Chronicle,  for  instance,  of 
the  construction  of  the  "northern  burh"  at  Hertford  in  913,  and  of  "burhs"  being 
built  five  years  later  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  Buckingham,  and  many  other 
examples  will  be  found  collected  in  Kemble's  list  of  the  towns. 

The  administration  of  markets  in  particular  appears  to  have  been  borrowed 
from  the  Franks,  together  with  many  other  legacies  which  England  received  through 
them  from  the  civihsation  of  the  Empire.  Even  the  English  forms  of  kingship  are 
thought  to  have  been  copied  from  the  institutions  which  the  Franks  had  adopted,  as 
soon  as  they  were  in  occupation  of  the  country  round  Tongres  and  Cambray,  and 
learned  to  choose  kings  from  their  noblest  families  to  rule  their  states  and  shires.t 
Our  "hundreds"  as  they  first  appear  in  the  historical  period,  are  taken  from  the 
Prankish  "  centena."  The  ancient  English  forms  of  assurance  of  lands  and  franchises 
are  identical  in  character  with  the  instruments  of  conveyance  which  are  set  out  in 
the  Formularies  of  Marculf.  The  Frankish  Kings,  and  afterwards  the  Emperors, 
exercised  a  prerogative  jurisdiction  over  all  matters  of  trade  and  traffic,  including 
the  right  of  estabhshing  markets  and  fairs,  and  of  exacting  tolls  on  transport  and 
on  sales  within  particular  districts ;  and  the  privilege  was  one  of  that  kind  which 
could  be  detached  from  the  other  rights  of  the  Crown  and  transferred  as  a  franchise 
into  the  possession  of  a  subject.^ 

We  find  in  like  manner  that  in  the  early  English  kingdoms  the  right  of  holding 
markets  was  among  the  jura  regalia  which  might  be  made  matter  of  grant.  "  The 
grant  of  a  market,"  says  Kemble,§  "with  power  to  levy  tolls  and  exercise  police 
authority  therein  was  a  royalty  in  the  period  of  the  consolidated  monarchy."  Closely 
connected  with  it  was  the  right  to  keep  a  private  beam  or  steelyard,  a  yard  measure. 


*  See  Bede's  notices  of  the  metropolitan,  cities  of  Canterbury,  Hist.  Eecl.  i.  25,  26,  33,  London,  ibid. 
i.  29,  ii.  3;  York,  ibid.  i.  29,  ii.  14,  20;  Rochester;  ii.  3  ;  Winchester,  ibid.  iii.  7,  v.  18:  of  the  rojal 
"  villae"  established  in  Roman  towns,  at  "Derventio,"  ibid.  ii.  9;  at  **  Cataracta '*  or  Catterick,  ibid.  ii.  14, 
iii.  14  ;  at  ^^  Campodunum,"  ibid,  ii.  14 ;  at  the  station  '*  Ad  murum,"  ibid.  iii.  22  :  and  his  account  of  Dunwich 
and  Lincoln,  ibid,  ii.  15,  16  ;  of  Othona  or  **  Ythan-caestir,"  ibid.  iii.  22 ;  and  of  "  Calcaria,"  ibid.  iv.  23. 
Among  the  towns  given  to  soldiers  were  **  Cnobhere's-burg,"  the  Roman  station  at  Burgh  Castle,  in  which 
a  monastery  was  afterwards  established,  ibid.  iii.  19.  The  Roman  station. at  Reculver  was  also  given  to  a 
monastery,  ibid.  v.  8. 

t  Gregory  of  Tours,  Hist.  Franc,  ii.  9. 

X  Three  early  charters,  one  relating  to  Hamburg  and  the  others  to  Ratisbon,  in  confiiming  the  franchises 
conferred  by  Uharlemagne  on  the  Archbishop  of  Hamburg  and  others,  include  in  the  donations  markets 
mints  and  tolls,  the  common  form  being  "  comitatus  mercatus  monetas  thelonea  cum  omni  utilitate  quae 
describi  vel  quoquo  modo  inde  provenire  poterit."  In  A.D.  833  Louis  the  Pious  granted  to  the  Abbey  of 
Corvey  a  market  and  mint  in  these  words:  '^Insuper  etiamquia  locum  mercationis  ipsa  regio  indigebat, 
monetam  nostrae  auctoritatis  publicam  ultro  ibi  semper  inesse,  Christo  militantibus  proficuam,  statuimus," 
(Purstenberg,  Monument.  Paderbom.,  121).  The  Emperor  Arnolf  in  A.D.  898  confirmed  to  the  Church  of 
Padaa  ^^  areas  et  mercatum  cum  integro  theolonio  suo,"  together  with  other  privileges.  Otho  I.  granted  to 
the  Bishop  of  Padua,  in  963,  trading  rights  under  the  terms  '<  negotia  constituere,  molendina  coniponere," 
&c. :  and  the  Monastery  of  St.  Nazaire  in  Lauresheim  two  years  later  received  a  grant  of  a  right  to 
make  a  public  market  (mercatum  publicum  fieri),  and  to  have  ^'  quicquid  in  thelonei  lucris  exinde  proven- 
turum  esse  videtur  "  :  see  Meibomius,  Rerum  German.,  YoL  I.,  p.  747  and  p.  748.  Extracts  from  some  of 
these  charters  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  at  p.  39  sq. 

§  Kemble,  Anglo-Saxons,  II.,  73  :  and  see  the  extracts  from  charters  in  the  Appendix,  at  p.  37. 

k.     55729.  B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 

and  bushel.*  As  to  the  last-named  rights  he  quotes  a  Charter  of  Burgred,  King  of 
Mercia,  granted  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester  in  the  year  857,  disposing  of  these 
privileges  with  a  small  plot  of  land  in  London.  In  889  King  Alfred  and  the  sub-King 
of  Mercia  made  another  grant  of  land  in  London  to  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  in  which 
it  was  provided  that  the  Bishop  was  to  have  a  steelyard  and  a  measure,  both  for 
buying  and  selling,  and  for  his  own  private  use ;  "  if  any  of  his  people  dealt  in  the 
"  street  or  on  the  *  bank '  where  sales  took  place,  the  King  was  to  have  his  toll ;  but 
"  if  the  bargain  was  sti'uck  in  the  Bishop's  curtis,  he  was  to  have  the  toll."  In  close 
connexion  with  these  rights  was  the  system  of  exacting  tolls  in  ports  and  harbours, 
and  upon  transport  by  roads,  bridges,  and  navigable  rivers,t  which,  both  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent,  the  Kings  might  either  remit  in  favour  of  individuals,  or  might 
empower  an  individual  to  take,  "  thus,  in  the  first  instance,  creating  for  them  a  com- 
**  mercial  monopoly  of  the  greatest  value  by  enabling  them  to  enter  the  market  on 
*'  terms  of  advantage."  J  Kemble  considered  that  the  privilege  of  "  tol,"  which  is  so 
common  in  grants  of  liberties,  referred  rather  to  the  right  of  taking  toll  on  sales 
within  the  jurisdiction  than  to  dues  levied  on  transport,  and  this  woidd  include  the 
exactions  of  murage,  pontage,  and  the  like,  with  which  we  become  familiar  in  mediesval 
writings.  Both  kinds  of  exaction,  however,  are  mentioned  in  the  charters  as  matters 
of  royal  grant,  although  the  examples  are  not  very  numerous.§ 

The  ''Instituta  Limdonise,'*!!  a  code  of  mercantile  enactments  appearing  in  an  old 
Latin  version  between  two  other  collections  of  Aethelred's  laws  of  the  dates  997  and 
1008,  includes  a  minute  account  of  the  dues  and  trade  of  Billingsgate.  If  a  small  ship 
came  to  Billingsgate,  it  paid  a  halfpenny  for  toll ;  but  a  greater  ship  having  sails 
paid  a  penny.  *  If  a  keel  (ceol)  or  hulk  Qmlcvs)  come  and  lay  there,  it  paid  4^.  toll. 
Of  a  ship  laden  with  timber,  one  balk  was  the  toll.  For  a  boat  with  fish  coming 
to  the  Bridge,  the  merchant  {maiigo)  paid  \d.y  or  for  a  larger  fish-boat  \d.  There  were, 
even  at  this  early  time,  special  "  treaties  of  commerce  '*  with  foreigners.  "  The  men 
of  Rouen  "  who  came  with  wine  or  fish  paid  '  rights'  of  6s.  for  a  great  ship  and  one 
measure  of  fish  in  twenty.  The  merchants  of  Flanders  and  Normandy  and  France 
had  to  exhibit^  all  their  goods  and  pay  the  full  toll  {extolneabant).  The  traders  of  the 
Hague  and  of  Liege  and  of  Brabant,  even  if  they  were  passing  through  the  country, 
had  to  declare  their  goods  and  pay  toll.  But  the  Emperor's  men,  if  they  came  in 
their  own  ships,  were  held  "  worthy  of  good  laws  even  such  as  we  have  ourselves  "  ; 
and  they  might  buy  upon  their  own  ships  small  quantities  of  wool,  or  fat,  or  live 
pigs,  and   the  burhmanni  might  not  take  of   them  any  "forceap**   (possibly  a  fine 

*  Dr.  Stubbs  observes  that  the  parallels  between  Frank  and  English  law  must  not  be  pressed  without 
allowing  for  the  similarity  of  the  circumstances  which  prompted  them,  and  for  the  fundamental  stock  of 
common  principles  and  customs  which  underlay  them,  but  he  notices  among  other  coincidences  of  law  and 
usage  between  the  two  nations  the  existence  in  both  countries  of  the  ride  that  the  landless  man  must  have 
a  lord,  of  the  practices  as  to  the  heads  of  shires  receiving  a  third  part  of  the  profits  of  the  law  courts,  and  as 
to  the  great  thegns  being  sworn  by  the  agency  of  a  representative,  and  he  points  out  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Prank  Missi  has  its  counterpart  in  the  judicial  investigations  made  by  Alfred  through  his  Fideles. 
He  notes  that  at  the  same  time  England  was  largely  copying  in  ecclesiastical  legislation  from  the  manuals  of 
Frank  statesmanship. 

t  In  a  charter  of  965  Otho  I.  granted  to  the  Bishop  of  Magdeburg  *^  a  market  in  that  place  and  a  mint, 
and  all  fruits  of  toll  or  customs  to  be  acquired  or  taken  ^*  from  merchandise  conveyed  thither  in  any  way 
"  whatsoever,  or  by  any  vehicles  whatsoever,  or  brought  by  horsemen,  or  by  footmen,  or  by  men  of  any 
^'  kind  or  condition  whatsoever  there  arriving,  and  every  kind  of  profit  therefrom  which  seemed  to  pertain 
^*  heretofore  to  our  public  right."  (Sagittar.  Antiq.  Magdeburg,  s.  81,  p.  46.)  The  same  church  obtained 
from  him  in  the  same  year  a  grant  of  "  Teloneum  de  mercatu  quod  ibi  [m  Getlide]  fieri  concessimus,"  along 
with  a  '*  Moneta."  In  a  charter  of  the  year  1002  relating  to  Osnabriick,  the  profits  of  market  and  mint 
are  described  as  the  ^'  teloneum  seu  vectigal " ;  and  in  a  charter  relating  to  Hamburg,  dated  in  1009,  there 
is  a  grant  of  market  and  toll  (mercatum  habendi  et  thelonium  tam  viantium  quam  navigantium  exigendi) ; 
see  Fiirstenberg,  Monum.  Paderbom.  p.  214,  and  the  extracts  printed  in  the  Appendix,  pp.  39-40.  TheFrench 
"  Tonlieu  "  was  a  toll  of  the  same  kind.  The  word  is  defined  in  a  charter  of  FhUip  I.,  about  A.D.  1090 
(wliich  is  printed  in  the  Neustria  Pia,  p.  482),  as  "  teloneum  sive  transitum  a  vendentibus  vel  ementibus  vel 
transeuntibus." 

X  Kemble,  Anglo-Saxons,  XL,  76. 

§  The  French  records  show  that  a  toll  was  paid  at  Orleans  on  the  import  of  wine  into  the  town,  and 
another  at  Bourges  on  the  sale  of  cattle,  fish,  wax,  wool,  leather,  and  wine.  The  tax  paid  for  the  measure- 
ment of  com  was  so  severe  an  exaction  that  it  is  specially  mentioned  as  one  of  the  principal  matters  conceded 
by  the  enfranchisement  charter  of  Lorris  in  the  reign  of  Louis  VII.  We  also  find  in  France  during  the  same 
period  accounts  of  exactions  levied  upon  the  trades  in  particular  towns,  presumably  in  return  for  some  promise 
of  protection  by  the  King.  In  the  reign  of  Louis  VII.,  for  example,  we  find  that  the  bow-makers  and  other 
tirades  at  Etampes,  and  the  bakers  at  Pontoise,  made  yearly  payments  to  the  Royal  Treasury,  and  that  at 
Paris  several  trades,  such  as  the  butchers  and  shoemakers,  owed  a  similar  annual  fee. 

II  See  Appendix,  p.  35. 

%  This  "exhibiting''  or  ** declaring"  is  known  as  shewage  or  "scavage"  in  London;  see  the  extracts 
from  the  Liber  Albus  in  the  Appendix,  at  pp.  59,  62,  &c. 
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for  leave  to  sell  their  own  cargo).  These  mercluaits  paid  a  special  toll  at  Christmas  of 
two  white  loaves  and  a  brown  loaf  and  ten  pounds  of  pepper,  and  five  pairs  of  gloves 
and  two  horse-casks  of  vinegar,  and  the  same  at  Easter. 

After  these  references  to  foreign  merchants,  the  text  returns  to  the  subject  of 
ordinary  tolls  on  marketable  commodities,  referring  apparently  to  those  which  came 
by  land  to  some  of  the  other  gates.  Baskets  of  poultry  carried  on  a  man's  back 
gave  one  hen  for  toll,  baskets  of  eggs  paid  five  eggs  for  toll,  "  if  they  were  coming  to 
market,"  meaning  probably  that  provisions  coming  in  for  private  use  were  not  charged. 
Butter  and  cheese  merchants  had  to  pay  for  a  licence  one  penny  14  days  before 
Christmas,  and  seven  days  after  Christmas  another  penny.  Bread  was  charged  with 
toll  on  three  days  of  the  week — Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday. 

The  next  section  deals  with  what  is  to  be  done  if  toU  is  withheld.  "  If  the  port- 
reeve, or  townreeve  {Tungravio  in  the  text),  or  any  reeve,"  claims  against  a  man  that 
he  has  withheld  toll,  and  the  man  answers  that  he  has  concealed  no  toll  which  justly 
he  ought  to  give,  he  shall  swear  this  with  six  others  and  so  be  quit.  If  he  answers 
that  he  has  paid  the  toll,  let  him  find  the  man  he  paid  it  to  and  so  be  quit.  If  he 
cannot  find  the  man  he  paid,  he  must  return  the  toll  itself,  and  pay  51.  over  to  the 
king.  If  he  vouches  the  Catchpoll  {cacepollus^  or  collector),  and  says  he  paid  it  to 
him,  and  he  denies  it,  "  let  him  make  good  his  denial  by  God's  judgment  only." 

After  this  follow  regulations  of  great  strictness  as  to  false  money.  The  fraudulent 
moneyer  is  to  lose  his  hand,  which  is  to  be  set  up  over  his  workshop.  Those  moneyers 
who  wrought  money  "  in  the  woods,  or  such  like  places,*'  (who  also  referred  to  in  the 
16th  chapter  of  the  Third  Code  of  Aethelred),  are  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  the  port- 
reeves who  have  consented  to  any  falsification  of  the  coinage  are  to  be  liable  to  the 
same  severe  penalties. 

In  Ch.  9  of  the  same  Code  it  is  enacted  that  in  order  that  there  may  be  fewer 
moneyers  than  there  have  been,  there  shall  be  henceforth  in  every  great  market  town 
(siummus  partus)  three  moneyers,  and  in  every  other  port  one,  and  they  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  their  under-workmen  {suboperarii)^  in  respect  both  of  purity  and  weight ;  and 
the  portreeve  is  charged  to  see  that  all  weights  used  in  the  port  are  marked  with  their 
true  weight,  according  to  the  coinage  standard,  after  the  rate  of  15  orcie  to  the  pound.* 
It  appears  by  the  same  code  that  the  chapmen  were  allowed  to  contract  with  the 
moneyers  for  supplies  of  money,  and  that  they  had  sometimes  bought  good  money  and 
had  it  recoined  into  pieces  of  less  purity  and  weight. 

As  instances  of  early  grants  of  market  rights  we  may  mention  the  charters  relating 
to  Taunton  and  Worcester,  which  are  printed  by  Kemble  in  the  Codex  Diplomaticus^ 
and  a  charter  which  is  quoted  by  Dugdale  in  the  Monasticon,  from  the  chartulary  of 
Peterborough  Abbey.  Translated  extracts  from  these  documents  will  be  foimd  at 
pages  37  and  38  of  the  Appendix. 

The  first  of  these  instruments  is  a  grant  of  Taunton  to  the  See  of  Winchester  by 
Edward  the  Elder  in  A.D.  904. t  The  King,  with  the  assent  of  the  Witan,  grants  to 
the  bishop  and  monks  of  Winchester,  the  Liberty  in  English  called  Taunton,  with  the 
appurtenances,  free  from  all  taxation,  except  the  trvnoda  necesdtds^  and  so  that  the 
bishop's  officers  should  "  have  the  same  power  and  dignity  as  the  King's  officers  who 

*  Atbelsfan  bad  already  founded  a  uniform  coinage  and  enacted  at  the  Witan  of  Greatanlea  {circa  925  A.D.), 
that  all  money  should  be  coined  '^  within  port "  :  and  he  had  arranged  that  there  should  be  one  monejer  in 
each  of  his  boroughs,  two  at  Lewes,  Hastings,  Southampton,  Wareham,  Exeter,  and  Shaftesbury,  six  at 
Winchester,  and  eight  at  London,  with  seven  (between  King,  Bishop,  and  Abbot)  at  Canterbury,  and  three 
(of  whom  one  was  the  Bishop's)  at  Rochester.  Eadgar  in  confirming  the  uniformity  of  the  coinage  {circa  960 
A.D.)  added  an  ordinance  to  the  effect  that  a  uniform  measure  and  weight  should  "  pass  "  everywhere,  the 
standard  being  that  of  London  and  Winchester.  This  was  no  doubt  part  of  that  system  of  requiring  all 
weights  and  measures  to  be  *^  sealed "  by  the  town  authorities,  of  which  we  find  abundant  evidence  in  the 
municipal  records  {see  the  extracts  from  the  municipal  records  of  Nottingham,  see  p.  26,  post.)  The  Laws 
of  Cnut  direct  that  "  all  weights  and  measures  be  carefully  rectified,"  and  the  statutes  attributed  to  William 
the  Conqueror  order  the  sheriffs  and  reeves  to  see  that  "there  are  throughout  the  realm  measures  and 
weights  most  true  and  sealed^  as  our  good  predecessors  appointed."  We  gather  from  the  notices  in  Domesday 
that  these  standards  of  weight  and  measure  continued  to  be  commonly  observed,  though  private  standards 
existed,  (one  of  which,  that  of  Earl  Eustace  in  Hertfordshire,  is  referred  to  as  if  it  varied  from  the  coinage 
standard),  and  variations  of  local  measure,  at  least,  in  the  case  of  the  *  sextaria  mellis '  were  allowed,  one  being 
known  as  the  "  measure  of  Gloucester,"  {see  D.B.,  I.,  f.  162,  238,  &c.)  The  surveys  of  the  towns  in  the  same 
record  contain  many  particulars  as  to  the  coinage  system  at  the  death  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  from  which  it 
appears  that  in  some  boroughs '  the  management  and  profit  of  the  local  mint  had  passed  to  the  body  of  the 
burgesses.  It  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  entries  on  the  Hundred  Rolls  and  in  the  Pleadings  on 
Quo  Warranto,  that  a  special  subject  of  inquiry  was  the  correspondence  of  the  local  standards  used  for  the 
assize  of  bread  and  beer  with  the  '^measure  of  the  Kmg's  marshal,"  and  that  the  right  to  keep  private 
standards,  and  charge  fees  for  their  use,  was  regarded  as  a  special  franchise. 

I  Codex  Diplomaticus,  No.  1084. 
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**  reside  in  the  royal  estates  enjoy,  and  that  they  may  exercise  for  their  lord's  behoof 
*•  jurisdiction  in  all  secular  matters  in  the  same  manner  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
"  affairs  of  the  King's  estates  is  carried  on ;  and  also  the  marketing  of  the  said  vill, 
**  which  in  English  is  called  *  the  town's  cheaping/  and  all  the  dues  of  the  burgesses, 
"  etc.,  with  all  the  profits  incident  thereto." 

The  second  charter  is  a  grant  by  the  Duke  of  Mercia  and  his  sister  to  the  Bishop 
of  Worcester,  a  few  years  previously,  of  rights  over  the  town  of  Worcester,  then 
recently  built.  The  grant,  which  is  witnessed  by  the  King  and  the  Witan  of  Mercia, 
provides  that  the  See  of  Worcester  shall  have  one  half  of  all  the  grantor  s  rights 
pertaining  "  to  their  lordship  in  the  said  town,  whether  in  the  market  [CeapstoweJ  or 
in  the  streets,  whether  within  borough  or  without,"  with  an  exception  of  certain  royal 
dues ;  but  that  "  for  all  the  rest,  whether  land-fee  or  fines  for  brawling,  or  theft-fines, 
*•  or  fines  for  false  dealing,  or  murage,  or  any  other  customs  from  which  profits  arise, 
"  one  half  of  them  shall  go  to  the  lord  of  the  church  aforesaid,  as  was  before  appointed 
"  concerning  the  lordship  of  the  market,"  and  it  was  provided  that  the  bishop  should 
retain  all  his  own  lands  and  rights  in  the  streets  and  outside  the  market  place.* 

The  Peterborough  charterf  was  granted  by  Eadgar  about  the  year  960  A.D.,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Witan,  to  the  Abbot  of  Peterborough.  It  appears  to  be  a  confirmation 
of  rights  which  had  already  existed.  The  King  decreed  that  a  market  should  be 
erected  at  Peterborough,  and  that  it  should  "be  sought  by  the  people  converging 
from  all  sides  for  many  advantages  and  for  gains  temporal  and  spiritual."  The  market 
was  to  have  an  extended  monopoly,  provision  being  made  that  no  other  was  to  be  held 
between  Stamford  and  Huntingdon ;  and  the  Abbot  was  also  to  have,  as  belonging  to 
his  market,  an  exclusive  right  of  toll  on  goods  carried  by  water  throughout  a  wide 
district,  which  is  carefully  defined  by  boundaries.  This  may  be  the  same  toll  as  that 
which  is  described  in  Domesday  Book  as  belonging  to  the  same  Abbot  in  one  of  the 
wards  of  Stamford. J 

By  the  same  charter  the  King  granted  to  the  Abbot  the  rural  township  of  Oundle 
with  all  its  rights  and  franchises,  including  market  and  toll,  and  all  its  rights  in  the 
adjacent  "  Eahta-hundred."  This  connexion  of  the  hundred  with  this  grant  of  a 
market  may  be  noted  as  illustrating  a  rule  which  may  be  found  in  the  laws  of  Eadgar, 
by  which  each  hundred  was  ordered  to  elect  a  panel  of  12  market  overseers.  The 
charter  goes  on  to  declare  that  no  one  shall  remove  the  market  outside  the  bounds  of 
the  township,  and  that  the  Abbot  shall  have  that  market  and  toll  "with  its  pleas  and 
laws  complete,"  {cum  mis  causis  et  legiims  totvm^)  referring  to  the  "  piepowder  court " 
and  the  byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  traffic.§ 

Very  little  appears  to  be  known  about  the  constitution  of  the  English  towns  before 
the  period  of  the  Norman  Conquest.  Dr.  Stubbs  regards  the  burh  or  walled  town 
as  only  a  more  strictly  organised  form  of  the  rural  township.  He  considers  that  the 
larger  towns  may  be  viewed  as  associations  of  townships,  and  that  "  the  municipal 
assemblies,  except  in  places  of  great  importance,  must  have  been  rather  in  the 
"  nature  of  meetings  than  courts  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  ;  but  they  may  be 
"  safely  understood  to  have  had  the  power  of  making  their  own  byelaws."|| 

The  presiding  oflBcer  was  the  provost  or  reeve,  whose  office  it  was  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  King  or  other  lord  of  the  borough.  The  whole  borough,  however, 
was  under  the  superior  authority   of  the  sheriff  of   the  county,   and   it  is   possible 

*  Codex  Diplomaticus.  No.  1075.     The  last  clause  seems  to  imply  that  a  market  already  existed  in  the  town. 

t  Vide  the  Chartulary  of  Peterborough  in  the  Library  of  the  Soc.  of  Antiquaries,  No.  60,  fo.  62. 

+  See  D.B.,  i.  336,  b.  2.,  in  the  Appendix,  p.  41. 

§  These  markets  are  thus  described  in  a  confiimation  charter  of  King  John,  A.D.  1200-1201.  (Rot.  Cart. 
2  Johan.  m.  17.)  "  Johannes  Dei  Gratia  Rex,  &c.  Sciatis  nos  Ac.  concessisse  .  .  .  Deo  et  Beato  Petro  et 
"  Sto.  Oswaldo  Regi  et  Martiri  et  Monasterio  de  Burgo  .  .  .  .in  liberam  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  omnia 
^'  tenementa  sua  que  habent  in  dominio  suo  et  mercatum  et  theloneum  de  Burgo  cum  nundinis  octo  dierum 
"  ad  festum  Apostolorum  SS.  Petri  et  Pauli,  et  mercatum  et  theloneum  de  Undele  et  theloneum  de  Dieping 
«<  et  theloneum  navium  de  Alewalton'.  Concedimus  etiam  eis  pro  salute  nostra  mercatum  in  villa  de  Scotera, 
"  cum  nundinis  trium  dierum  in  festo  Apostolorum  Petri  et  Pauli :  nee  volumus  quod  aliquis  quietus  sit  de 
"  theloneo  in  mercatis  suis  vel  nundinis  nisi  ostendere  possit  quod  inde  libertatem  habere  debeat  .... 
"  Quare  volumus  .  .  .  quod  ipse  abbas  et  successores  ....  habeant  et  teneant  omnia  predicta  bene 
**  et  in  pace  ....  libera  et  quieta  ab  omni  scoto  et  geldo  .  .  .  cum  soc  et  soc  et  toll  et  them 
**  &c.:  volumus  et  quod  ipsi  et  omnia  dominia  sua  sint  libera  et  quieta  ab  omni  theloneo  in  foris  et 
"  nundinis  et  in  omni  transitu  poncium  viarum  et  portuum  maris  in  A  nglia  et  extra  Angliam  et  per  omnes 
"  terras  nostras.  Et  prohibemus  ne  quis  eoa  super  hoc  disturbet  super  decem  librarum  forisfacturam  &c. 
'<  Teste.  &c.  apud  Friedmantell  xxi  die  Decembris  a°  r*  n*  2<>."  The  market  of  Oundle  is  mentioned  in  Domesday 
Book  (1.,  t*.  221-2),  as  yielding  to  the  Abbey  a  profit  of  25^. :  and  its  value  in  later  times  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  in  the  survey  of  26  Henry  VIII.,  Oundle  is  valued  at  98'.  y\T.  OJcf. 

II  Constit.  Hist.,  i.,  p.  90. 
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therefore  that  the  townspeople  may  have  been  allowed  from  very  early  times  the 
privilege  of  electing  the  provost.  Kemble  considered  that  the  townspeople  possessed 
in  theory  all  the  rights  of  independent  government.*  The  portreeve  of  London 
appears  to  have  been  certainly  treated  as  an  oflScer  having  some  rights  independent  of 
the  Crown,  and  in  the  case  of  Canterbury  we  find  a  King's  reeve  and  a  portreeve, 
both  attesting  a  charterf  as  witnesses.  Although  there  is  nothing  that  we  can 
describe  as  a  town  council,!  there  was  a  formal  meeting  of  the  burgesses  held  at 
least  three  times  a  year,  and  we  know  by  the  laws  that  a  panel  of  select  men  were 
appointed  in  each  community  to  act  as  witnesses  for  legalising  the  transfer  of  cattle 
and  goods.  Dr.  Stubbs  believes  that  the  townships  which  made  up  one  of  the  larger 
burhs  had  probably  their  weekly  courts  also,  and  **the  weekly  market  day  would 
serve  as  a  general  gathering  for  the  whole."§ 

Some  of  the  greater  cities,  however,  showed  a  tendency  towards  more  than  "a 
municipal  independence."    The  Danish  league  of  the  Five  Towns  wasj  during  part  of 
the  tenth  century  at  all  events,  practically  a  free  confederacy,  not  very  different  from 
the  Hanse  of  the  Imperial  cities.    Each  of  these  confederated  towns  was  governed  by 
a  body  of  law-men  or  hereditary  judges,  and  the  same  kind  of  organisation,  but  with  a 
less  degree  of  independence,  appeared  at  Chester  and  Ipswich.     Exeter,  as  Professor 
Freeman  says,  claimed  against  William  the  Conqueror  something  very  like  the  rights 
of  a  sovereign  state.  ||     The  size  and  wealth  of  many  of  the  trading  towns  obtained 
for  the  inhabitants  considerable  privileges  of  self-government,  especially  when  they 
had  succeeded  in  being  treated  as  separate  hundreds,  and  in  procuring  assessments^J 
of  the  dues  to  be  rendered  to  the  Crown  or  lord  of  the  borough.     The  Domesday 
survey  shows  that  Dover,  Sandwich,  Bath,  Huntingdon,  and  many  other  boroughs  had 
obtained  privileges  of  this  kind.     The  inferior  boroughs  were  still  regarded  as  being 
merely  districts  of  the  county,  and  as  such  were  directly  answerable  to  the  sheriff. 
Their  inhabitants  were  of  different  degrees  of  freedom,  being  divided  into  two  main 
classes,  the  one  consisting  of  those  who  held  their  houses  by  a  fixed  rent  and  were  at 
liberty  to  go  where  they  pleased,**  the  other  class  consisting  of  serfs  who  had  been 
permitted  to  migrate  from  the  country  districts,  and  whose  holdings  were  considered  to 
be  portions  of  the  manors  to  which  these  tenants  belonged.     Burgesses  of  this  latter 
kind,  says  Dr.  Lingard,  were  still  annexed  to  the  soil  and  transferable  with  it,  but 
all  classes  of  burgesses  possessed  great  advantages  over  the  inhabitants  of  country 
villages.     They  were  .better  protected  from  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  they  had-  the 
privilege  of  forming  guilds,  and  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
their  wares.     "  But  the  privileges  and  burthens,  the  customs  and  inhabitants  of  the 
"  different  boroughs,  and  frequently  of  those  in  the  same  borough  were  so  various, 
"  complex,  and  contradictory  that  it  is  impossible  to  arrange  them  under  distinct 
**  heads  or  to  describe  them  with  accuracy.     They  originated  in  the  wants,  the  caprice, 
**  the  favour  of  the  several  proprietors,  and  those  who  desire  a  more  ample  gratification 
"  of  their  curiosity  on  this  subject  must  have  recourse   to  the  authentic  pages  of 
"  Domesday."tt 

The  first  steps  towards  self-government  wore  taken  when  the  burgesses  became  the 
owners  or  property  which  they  managed  in  common :  but  another  important  source  of 
municipal  privilege  was  the  institution  of  guilds,  which  eventually  acquired  almost 
the  entire  control  of  local  commerce.     It  has*  indeed  been  maintained  by  Prof essor 

*  He  adds,  **  How  far  they  could  make  these  valid,  depended  entirely  upon  the  relative  strength  of  the 
*<  neighbouring  lord,  whether  he  were  alderman,  king,  or  bishop.     Where  they  had  full  power,  they  probably  , 
**  placed  themselves  under  a  gerefa  of  their  own,  duly  elected  from  among  the  members  of  their  own  body, 
'*  who  henceforth  took  the  name  of  portgerefa  or  burh-gerefa,  and  administered  justice  in  the  burhwaremot 
"  or  busting  on  behalf  of  the  whole  State/*     Saxons  in  England,  ii.,  311. 

t  Codex  Diplom.,  789. 

j  There  is  no  mention  of  town  councils  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  or  in  Domesday,  if  we  except  a 
reference  to  the  reeve's  assessors  in  the  Laws  of  Edward  the  Elder  (II.  1,  5),  and  the  description  of  a 
few  burgesses  at  Colchester  by  the  term  "  const  Hones  ;  "  but  extracts  from  the  Scottish  Records,  as  to*  the 
early  existence  of  a  class  of  counsellor^  who  assisted  the  reeve,  and  as  to  the  later  organisation  of  **  the 
Douzsn  "  and  "  the  Inquest,**  will  bo  found  in  the  volume  of  the  Scottish  Burgh  Records  Society  relating  to 
Peebles. 

§  Constit.  Hist,  Stubbs,  i.,  p.  94. 
.  II  Freeman,  English  Towns,  p.  208. 

•jf  Instances  of  a  survival  of  the  earlier  system  by  which  the  burgage-rents  were  accounted  for  by  the 
burgh  officers,  not  in  a  lump  sum,  but  "  as  the  pennies  come  in,*'  will  be  found  in  the  Scotch  charters  in 
the  Appendix,  at  p.  142,  No.  2,  &c. 

•*  It  appears  from  the  description  of  Torksey,  in  Domesday  Book,  that  the  burgesses  of  Lincoln  were 
not  permitted  to  sell  their  burgage  tenements  without  the  licence  of  the  portreeve,  and  the  same  right  of  veto 
seems  to  have  existed  at  Hereford. 

ff  Lingard,  Hist,  of  England,  i.,  p.  377.  A  collection  of  specimen  extracts  from  the  surveys  of  towns  ip 
Domesday  Book,  having  relation  to  tolls  and  markets,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix, 
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Brentano  and  Mr,  Kemble  that  the  guild  organisation  of  the  citizens  was  the  very 
foundation  of  municipal  freedom ;  but  although  the  guilds  were  clearly  a  subsidiary 
part  of  the  organisation  of  the  towns,  Dr.  Stubbs  has  shown  that  there  is  nothing  to 
justify  the  contention  that  they  were  the  actual  basis  of  their  corporate  constitution 
in  England.  In  the  oldest  English  cities,  as  at  Canterbury,  London,  Dover, 
Winchester,  Cambridge,  and  Exeter,  we  find  these  guilds  existing  before  the  Norman 
Conquest.  The  earlier  Ordinance  of  the  City  of  London,  dating  from  about  A.D,  930, 
by  which  the  citizens  agreed  to  abide  by  Athelstan's  laws,  discloses  an  arrangement 
among  all  the  "  frith  gilds,"  or  associations  for  maintaining  the  peace,  then  existing  in  the 
city.  It  is  an  agreement  to  combine  for  mutual  help,  freely  made  by  a  number  of 
associations,  "  eorlish  as  weU  as  ceorlish,"  acting  under  the  presidency  of  the  public 
officials,  almost  like  the  "  communa,"  or  governing  body  of  lat^r  times,  which  was  in 
many  cases  actually  developed  out  of  a  merchant  guild.* 

Besides  the  general  name  of  "  burh,"  which  signifies  specially  a  walled  place,  the 
word  "port"  was  used  to  designate  any  market-town  or  any  place  of  mercantile 
importance.  The  early  laws,  indeed,  will  be  found  to  have  discountenanced  the 
carrying  on  of  any  kind  of  trade  except  "within  port"  or  by  port-sale.  The  term  has 
been  variously  derived  from  "porta,"  the  city  gate,  where  it  is  thought  that  markets 
m§.y  have  been  held,  and  from  "  portus,"  in  the  sense  of  a  store  or  enclosed  place  for 
deaJings  with  merchandise.f  The  chief  officer  of  the  trading  town  was  the  port-reeve.  J 
The  court  over  which  he  presided  appears  in  some  instances  as  the  "  portmote  '*  or 
ihe  "  portmannemote."§  In  the  larger  towns  this  court  must  have  had  cognizance  of 
offences  against  the  customs,  of  matters  affecting  the  mint  and  of  the  general  police 
of  the  district.  In  the  smaller  towns  it  may  have  closely  resembled  the  court  of 
pie-powder,  inasmuch  as  it  was  part  of  the  port-reeve's  duty  to  witness  all  transac- 
tions by  bargain  and  sale.  Mr.  Kemble  adds,  that  it  is  probable  that  a  portion 
of  his  official  income  was  derived  from  the  proceeds  of  tolls  and  fines  levied  within 
his  district.||  The  term  "wic-reeve"  was  sometimes  used  to  designate  the  official 
in  charge  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  even  in  such  important  cities  as  London  and 
Winchester.  In  this  connexion  we  may  cite  the  early  Kentish  Code  of  Lothair  and 
Edric,  ascribed  to  a  date  between  the  years  A.D.  673  and  684.  The  sixteenth  law  of 
the  Code  runs  as  follows  : — "  If  any  Kentish  man  buy  a  chattel  in  Lundenwic,  let  him 
then  have  two  or  three  true  men  to  witness,  or  the  king's  wic-reeve.  If  it  be  after- 
wards claimed  of  the  man  in  Kent,  let  him  then  call  the  man  who  sold  it  him  to 
warranty,  in  the  wic  at  the  king's  hall,  if  he  know  him  and  can  bring  him  to  the 
warranty.  If  he  cannot  do  that,  let  him  prove  at  the  altar,  with  one  of  his  witnesses 
or  with  the  king's  wic-reeve,  that  he  bought  the  chattel  openly  in  the  wic  with  his 
own  property,  and  then  let  him  be  paid  its  worth ;  but  if  he  cannot  prove  that  by 

*  That  the  English  guild  system  soon  came  to  be  intimately  concerned  with  mercantile  affairs  may 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  according  to  Madox,  the  Alderman  of  the  very  ancient  Knihten 
Gild  of  London  had  the  prerogative  of  being  Alderman  of  the  Merchant  Gild  of  the  city.  The 
Statutes  of  the  Thanes'  GuUd  of  Cambridge,  reduced  to  writing  soon  after  the  year  1000,  show  an 
organisation  for  mutual  security  and  aid  in  recovering  stolen  goods,  which  resembles  that  indicted  by  the 
London  ordinances.  The  guilds  of  Canterbury  and  Exeter  seem  to  have  been  formed  as  clubs  and  friendly 
societies  for  mutual  insurance  and  defence.  The  nature  of  the  merchant  guild  in  Scotland  may  be  inferred 
from  the  Charters  of  David  I.  and  William  ijae  Lion,  granting  to  the  burgesses  of  Aberdeen  a  free 
hanse,  "  liherum  ansum  suum  tenendum  ubi  voluennt,"  and  the  other  references  in  the  Appendix,  including 
the  so-called  *'  Statuta  Gilde."  As  to  Germany,  Brentano  says,  that  in  some  places  the  towns  gradually  grew 
up  round  the  market  place  provided  for  the  assembly  of  an  early  merchant  guild.  Introduc.  to  English 
'  Guilds,  pp.  cv.,  xcix. 

t  This  definition  occurs  in  a  passage  from  Ulpian :  "  Portus  appellatur  condusus  locus  quo  importantur 
merces  et  inde  exportantur."  Digest  Ub.  ult.  tit.  penult.,  I.  59.  Du  Cange  notes  the  use  of  the  word  "  porta" 
as  meaning  a  shop.  Dr.  Stubbs  observes,  that  though  the  word  "  port "  is  used  for  a  city  generally,  it  seems  to 
have  a  special  reference  to  the  idea  of  a  mart,  and  he  says  that  <^  the  port-gerefa  at  Canterbury  bad  a  close 
connexion  with  the  '  ceapmanne-gilde.' "  The  word  "  port "  is  applied,  among  other  instances,  to  Dover, 
Hereford,  Northampton,  Oxford,  Milbum  Port,  and  LangporL  The  term  appears  also  in  such  words  as 
port- rent,  port-meadow,  and  Portinans  Moor,  the  name  of  a  common  neai*  Cardiff,  and  Portsoken  Ward,  which 
represented  the  estates  of  the  Knihten  Gild  of  London.  The  name  of  "  portreeve  "  was  given  to  the  chief 
official  of  most  of  the  market  towns  founded  in  Ireland  after  the  first  English  conquest. 

J  Besides  the  two  cities  of  London  and  Canterbury,  which  were  governed  by  portreeves,  Kemble  has  found 
instances  of  officers  described  by  that  name  at  Bodmin  and  Bath.  Kemble,  Anglo-Saxons,  ii.,  174,  Codex 
DipL,  933,  981.    These  documents  do  not,  however,  indicate  what  the  duties  of  the  office  were. 

I  See  Jjfiws  of  Edward  the  Elder,  cap.  1  (5),  and  of  Athelstan  II,,  cap.  12,  in  the  Appendix. 

II  This  suggestion  appears  to  be  corroborated  by  the  smallness  of  the  amounts  returned  in  many  cases  as  the 
value  of  the  market  tolls  in  Domesday  Book.  At  Liskeard,  for  example,  only  4s,  is  returned,  at  Milverton  10;., 
and  even  at  the  great  manor  of  Tewkesbury  lis.  8d.  only,  whereas  we  gather  from  a  few  entries  as  to  tolls 
in  the  survey  itself,  as  well  as  from  the  general  effect  of  the  proceedings  on  Quo  Warranto  at  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  that  the  ancient  and  customary  rate  of  toll  was  at  least  Id,  on  each  horse,  and  on 
every  cartload  of  merchandise,  and  often  double  that  amount. 
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lawful  averment,  let  him  give  it  up,  and  let  the  owner  take  possession  of  it."*  The 
**  wic-reeve  '*  is  not  mentioned  in  the  London  codes  of  A^thelstan  and  Aethelred 
already  referred  to  ;  but  there  appears  to  have  been  at  that  time  a  subordinate  oflBcer 
called  the  town-reeve  {tungerefa),  whose  business  it  was  to  superintend  the  collection 
of  tolls. 

The  Laws  of  Ina  had  provided,  as  early  as  A.D.  690,  that  no  one  should  buy  anything 
outside  a  town  except  in  the  presence  of  credible  men.  Almost  all  the  early  English 
codes,  in  fact,  provided  for  publicity  of  sales ;  the  chapman  who  could  not  bring  his 
witnesses  was  treated  as  being  little  better  than  a  thief.  By  the  same  laws,  if  he 
had  not  suflBcient  witness  to  bear  him  out  on  goods  in  his  hands  being  claimed,  he 
had  to  clear  himself  by  compurgators,  or  pay  a  fine  of  thirty  shillings.  The  first 
chapter  of  the  Laws  of  Eadward  the  Elder,  given  about  A.D.  906,  declared  that  '*  no 
"  man  should  buy  out  of  port,  but  have  the  port-reeve's  witness  or  that  of  other 
"  unlying  men ; "  and  about  60  years  later,  in  the  Law  of  Eadgar,  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  select  men,  it  is  provided  that  everyone  must  buy  or  sell  his  goods, 
whether  in  a  borough  or  at  a  wapentake,  in  their  presence,  and  that  at  every  bargain 
there  should  be  two  or  three  of  them  to  witness  it.  In  the  course  of  the  10th  century 
an  efibrt  appears  to  have  been  made  to  prevent  all  buying  and  selling,  even  of  cattle, 
except  in  a  market  town.  The  Laws  of  Eadward,  already  referred  to,  go  on  to 
declare  that  "  if  any  bargain  without  port  they  shall  be  guilty  of  disobedience  to  the 
King,"  and  shall  incur  the  fine  of  10s.  for  contempt  of  his  direction.  In  the  Laws  of 
Athelstan,  passed  at  the  Witan  of  Greatanlea  about  925  A.D.,  it  is  again  enacted 
"  that  none  shall  buy  any  property  without  port  on  pain  of  20  pence,  but  the  bargain 
"  shall  bo  within  port  on  the  witness  of  the  portreeve  or  other  unlying  man,  or 
"  with  the  after-witness  of  the  reeves  at  the  folc-mote."  The  next  clause  enacts 
"  first,  that  every  burh  shall  be  put  in  repair  (as  to  its  walls)  f  within  14  days  of  the 
"  Rogation  days,"  and  then  repeats,  "  secondly,  that  every  market  {aelc  ceaping  in 
"  the  Saxon,  omne  mercatum  in  the  Latin  text)  shall  be  within  port." 

This  severe  enactment,  however,  was  repealed  within  ten  years.  A  later  law  of  the 
same  King,  declaring  that  all  the  Dooms  which  were  laid  down  at  Greatanlea  should  be 
kept,  excepted  those  relating  to  buying  in  port  and  sales  upon  Sunday ;  and  in  the  later 
Dooms  of  the  City  of  London  it  was  expressly  declared  that,  in  taking  pledges  from 
the  shire-reeves  to  obey  the  Laws  of  Greatanlea,  the  exception  was  to  be  made  "  that 
with  full  and  credible  witness  a  man  may  buy  without  port."  In  the  reign  of  Eadmtmd, 
between  the  years  941  and  946,  the  law  was  declared  to  be  that  "  no  man  shall  bargain 
**  for  or  receive  any  unknown  cattle,  unless  he  can  produce  the  witness  of  the  chief 
"  reeve  or  of  the  parish  priest,  or  of  a  portreeve,  or  the  proof  of  an  ordeal." 

Canute's  Laws  forbade  bargains  above  the  value  of  fourpence  for  chattels,  living  or 
dead,  within  or  without  the  borough,  unless  there  were  the  "  credible  witness  of  four 
men,"  no  doubt  of  the  sworn  class  already  described.  The  laws  attributed  to  William 
the  Conqueror  reverted  to  the  severe  legislation  of  the  earlier  kings,  bargains  and 
sales  outside  the  towns  being  prohibited,  and  being  only  allowed  in  any  case  if  made 
before  three  credible  witnesses,  on  pain  of  losing  the  value  of  the  purchase  (if  claimed) 
and  paying  a  fine  besides.  According  to  the  extant  version  of  these  laws  in  the 
so-called  "  Charter  of  the  Conqueror,"  sales  were  only  allowed  to  take  plaice  in  cities, 
boroughs,  walled  towns,  castles,  and  other  safe  places,  where  there  was  suflBcient  good 
government  and  security  to  ensure  respect  for  the  authority  of  the  common  law  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown.  The  reasons  here  given  for  the  supposed 
prohibition  of  country  markets  may  be  due  to  an  afterthought  of  the  Norman  lawyers, 
the  principle  of  the  English  laws  on  the  subject  having  been  based  on  the  expediency 
of  having  a  special  class  of  witnesses  for  the  transfer  of  property. 

The  notion  that  only  a  class  of  persons  of  exceptional  credibUity  should  be  allowed 
to  attest  sales  runs  through  the  whole  series  of  enactments.  It  is  probable  that  this 
is  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  influence  of  Frankish  legal  theories  and  forms  was 
felt.  We  know  that  in  most  of  the  English  towns  there  was  a  class  of  persons  who 
were  technically  called  the  "  probi  homines  villas," — the  "  good  "  or  "  credible "  or 
"  lawful  men "  of  the  town.     And  in  the  continental  towns  we  find  that  the  ruling 

*  See  the  Extracts  from  the  Early  Laws  in  the  Appendix,  p.  33.  The  name  ^'  Lundenwic"  is  also  found  in  a 
passage  in  the  early  "  Vita  Bonifacii,"  where  the  words  '*  forum  rerum  venalium  Luudenwic  "  occur  (apud 
Fertz  II.,  338) ;  and  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  anno  604,  the  seat  of  the  Bishopric  of  Mellitus  is  called 
"  Lundenwic.** 

t  It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the  towns  raised  their  **  murage/*  called  ^*  burh-weallinffes  sceating "  in 
iEthelred's  gift  to  the  Church  at  Worcester,  which  has  already  been  cited. 
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olaRS  of  citizens  were  also  called  "  probi  homines  "  and  '*  boni  viri."  The  term  "  boni 
viri"  constantly  occurs  in  continental  documents  between  the  6th  and  11th  centuries 
as  the  common  description  of  a  special  class  of  citizens  acting  as  oflSicial  witnesses,* 
or  as  **  audi  tores"  and  assessors  in  the  civic  courts,  presided  over  by  the  official  judge, 
who  was  appointed  under  the  royal  or  imperial  authority.f  With  this  may  be  compared 
the  passage  in  the  Laws  of  Eadward  the  Elder,  as  to  the  *'  witnesses ''  assigned  to 
the  reeve  to  help  him  in  his  judicial  duties.J  We  may  conjecture,  therefore,  that  as 
the  continental  methods  of  government  were  increasingly  imitated  in  England,  the 
**  credible  witnesses  "  in  the  trading-towns  were  regarded  as  an  official  class,  and  were 
gradually  organised  into  an  official  body,  which  afterwards  was  definitely  regulated  as 
to  numbers,  mode  of  election,  and  oath  of  office  by  the  Law  of  Eadgar,  to  which 
reference  has  already  been  made. 

It  is  possible  that  at  one  time  the  franchise  called  "  tol  "  or  "  theloneum  "  may  have 
included  the  Uberty  of  setting  up  markets  and  regulating  trade  throughout'  all  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  grantee  of  the  privilege.  But  it  is  clear  that  in  the  11th 
century  the  principle  had  been  adopted,  whether  it  was  formally  enacted  by  William 
the  Conqueror  or  not,  that  markets  and  tolls  should  be  confined  to  those  places  which 
were  appropriated  to  such  uses  by  custom  or  charter,  or  which  should  thereafter  be 
so  appropriated  by  the  King  or  a  mesne  lord  acting  under  authority  delegated  by  the 
Crown.  We  have  here  the  origin  of  the  distinction  between  places  of  mercantile 
importance,  including  all  the  market  towns  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  *'  upland  towns  " 
and  villages  possessing  no  market  rights  on  the  other.     This  may  be  illustrated  by  a 

Sassage  contained  in  a  document  called  an  Appendix  to  the  Laws  of  Edward  the 
bnfessor  (Harl.,  MSS.  746),  which  is  to  the  following  effect : — "  Be  it  known  that, 
"  within  three  miles  on  every  side  of  a  city,  no  man  ought  to  let  or  hinder  another, 
"  or  do  marketing  with  him,  if  he  comes  within  the  peace  of  the  city  ;  but,  when  he- 
"  has  reached  the  city,  then  let  there  be  for  him  the  common  right  of  market,  as  well 
"  for  the  poor  man  as  the  rich."  This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  earliest  attempts  to 
prevent  "  f orestallers  and  regraters  "  from  getting  an  unfair  advantage  by  buying  up 
goods  outside  the  competition  of  the  market,  of  which  the  latter  town  records  furnish 
numerous  examples. 

There  are  several  complaints  in  Domesday  Book  of  the  setting  up  of  markets 
without  authority,  and  of  the  exaction  of  new  tolls,  as  for  example  in  the  '*  claims  " 
which  follow  the  detailed  survey  of  Lincolnshire,  where  a  complaint  is  made  of  Gilbert 
de  Gand  (who  had  a  market  at  Barton),  that  his  men  took  a  toll  diiffierent  from  that 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  exacting  payment  for  bread,  fish, 
and  hides,  and  many  other  things  for  which  nothing  had  ever  been  paid  before ;  and 
there  were  similar  complaints  in  the  same  county  as  to  the  exaction  of  unauthorised 
tolls  at  Saltfleet  and  Grimsby.  The  institution  of  new  markets  under  the  royal  authority 
is  frequently  noticed  in  the  survey,  together  with  complaints,  in  some  instances,  of  a 
market  being  illegally  established  to  the  injury  of  the  neighbourhood.§  Thus  we  read 
of  a  '*  novum  forum  "  set  up  in  the  King's  manor  of  Cirencester,  and  of  another  at 
Cookham,  of  a  market  recently  founded  at  Bolingbrook,  of  Roger  Bigod  having  a  manor 
in  Suffolk  where  his  free  tenants  *'  now  have  a  market  by  the  King's  grant,"  and  of  the 
market  established  by  Queen  Matilda  in  her  "  colossal  manor  "  of  Tewkesbury.  At 
Eye,  in  Suffolk,  which  had  been  merely  a  rural  estate,  we  recognise  the  foundation 
of  a  new  town,  where  "  now  there  is  a  market,  and  in  the  market  25  burgesses  dwell  "  ; 
and  in  the  same  way  we  are  told  of  the  manor  of  Berkeley  that  there  was  a  market 

*  As  to  the  system  of  witnessing  documents  of  title  before  the  curiales,  see  Mai'culf,  Fonnulare,  II.,  37,  etc 
Instruments  of  this  class,  where  the  "  honorati "  are  described  in  the  formula  of  attestation  as  "  boni  viri,"  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Diplom.  Chartae,  I.,  p.  25,  p.  39,  and  p.  123,  and  Acta  SS.  Januar.  Additamenta,  II., 
p.  1042.  Such  a  case  occurs  in  an  ecdesiastical  charter  attested  at  Mans,  as  early  as  528  A.D.  Another 
Mans  charter  is  attested  thus :  *^  Manus  nostras  subterfirmavimus  et  aliorum  bonorum  virorum  decrevimus 
*^  roborare  :     actum  in  mallo  publico  :  .     .     .     •    Agatho  honoratus  subscripsi." 

I  /SceHistoire  de  Languedoc,  Vol.  JL,  preuves,  56^  &c.  Histoire  de  TAbbaye  de  S.  Denys,  pieces  j  ustificativeB, 
40,  47-9,  &c. 

{  See  Appendix,  pp.  45,  51. 

§  Thus,  in  the  survey  of  Winchester,  called  the  Winton  Book,  which  was  made  by  Henry  I.  with  reference 
to  the  condition  of  the  city  in  his  own  reign  and  in  that  of  the  Confessor,  we  find  a  complaint  that  a  market 
had  been  set  up  '^  at  the  three  monasteries/*  on  the  land  of  the  Abbot  and  of  Herbert  the  Chamberlain,  which 
was  not  there  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.  The  nature  of  the  legal  market  in  the  same  city  appears  from 
the  entries  as  to  the  weekly  rents  paid  to  the  King  for  the  use  of  stalls  and  shambles.  The  survey  was  printed  by 
Sir  Henry  Ellis  in  the  volume  of  appendices  to  Domesday  Book. 
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place,  in  ^hich  17  men  dwelt,  and  rendered  certain  rents  included  in  the  fee-farm 
payable  to  the  Crown.* 

Domesday  Book  does  not  give  us  any  complete  list  of  the  existing  market  towns. 
It  is  probable,  as  Mr.  De  G-ray  Birch  suggests,  that  only  those  markets  which  yielded 
toll  to  the  King  were  returned,  and  that  free  markets  would  not  enter  into  the  scope 
of  the  Commissioners'  work.  The  con-ectness  of  this  view  is  justified  by  the  fact  that 
in  one  or  two  instances  we  have  a  description  of  a  fraction  of  a  market,  as  "  half  a 
market  '*  at  Downham,  in  Norfolk,  "  a  quarter  of  a  market''  at  Lycham,f  in  the  same 
county,  and  "a  third  part  of  a  market"  belonging  to  the  manor  of  Haverill,  in 
SuflFoik,  without  anything  being  said  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  residue  of  the  profits. 
Similar-instances  occur  in  the  case  of  fisheries,  the  description  of  one  moiety  of  a 
particular  fishery  being  omitted,  although  it  can  be  proved  that  it  has  existed  down 
to  modem  times.  It  may  be  observed  also  that  among  the  Lincolnshire  complaints,  or 
"  clamores,'*  of  which  mention  has  already  been  made,  there  is  one  which  relates  to 
new  toUs  being  exacted  by  the  King*s  men  at  Caistor,  without  any  notice  of  a  market 
in  the  detailed  survey  of  that  place,  although  a  market  is  believed  to  have  existed 
there  from  time  immemorial.  Some  districts,  again,  appear  to  have  been  much  more 
completely  surveyed  than  others.  There  are,  for  instance,  no  detailed  accounts  of 
markets  or  tolls  in  Yorkshire,  although  there  is  a  list  of  those  who  had  the  privilege 
of  ''  tol "  in  the  time  of  King  Edward.J 

It  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  there  was  not  an  important  market  at  York  at 
the  date  of  the  compilation  of  the  survey.  Yet,  the  only  entries  which  seem  to 
relate  to  market  rights  are  those  referring  to  certain  claims  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Cuthbert  and  its  canons  to  toll  in  respect  of  a  particular  house,§  and  to  two 
stalls  *'  in  macello  "  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Mortaypi.  In  the  description  of  Lincoln 
we  are  told  that  one  of  the  Lawmen  had  "  tol  and  theam,"  though  all  of  them  had  sac 
and  soc.  It  is  stated,  that  a  great  English  landowner,  "  Tochi  filius  Outi,"  had  a  liberty 
including,  as  some  alleged,  30  tenements  besides  his  *'  Hall "  and  certain  churches, 
although  the  contention  of  the  burgesses  was  that  only  the  hall  was  exempt  from  toils 
and  customs,  and  that  the  tolls  and  fines  arising  in  respect  of  the  burgage  tenements 
belonged  to  the  King.  Another  estate,  described  as  a  "  maneriolum  contiguum 
civitati,"  includes  two  churches  and  about  80  tenements,  which  are  held  "  with  sac  and 
soc  and  tol  and  theim.*'  Among  several  other  estates  exempt  from  various  customs, 
we  are  told  that  Alured  '*  has  three  tofts,  in  which  he  has  all  the  customs  except 
the  King's  dues  on  coining,"  and  it  is  noted  that  the  mint  returns  to  the  King  the  large 
rent  of  75Z.,  although  the  town  was  greatly  reduced  "  by  misfortune  and  poverty  and 
conflagration."  From  the  survey  of  Torksey,  it  appears  that  the  burgesses  had  the 
same  rights  as  the  men  of  the  neighbouring  city,  and  even  greater  rights,  "  because 
"  every  one  of  them  who  owned  a  messuage  in  the  town  might  enter  without  payment 
"  of  toll  or  custom." 

There  are  notices,  both  under  Torksey  and  Lincoln,  of  the  fact  that  the  reeve  of 
Lincoln  had  a  right  to  veto  the  sale  of  any  tenement  there  to  anyone  who  was  not 
a  burgess  or  a  kinsman  of  the  vendor,  except  in  the  case  of  tenements  in  Lincoln 
held  by  the  men  of  Torksey,  who  claimed  to  be  free.  Torksey  seems  to  have  been 
in  some  way  annexed  to  the  city  of  Lincoln,  which  was  one  of  the  five  towns  of 
the  Danish  League,  for  it  is  called  a  *'  suburhivm^''  and  is  said  to  have  contributed 
a  fixed  proportion  of  the  amount  rendered  by  Lincoln  to  the  King  as  "  geld.'* 
In  the  case  of  Stamford,  another  of  the  five  towns,  King  Edward  had  all  the  customs, 
including  toll,  in  five  out  of  the  six  wards ;  but  the  Abbot  of  Peterborough  had  all 
tolls  in  the  sixth  or  Northamptonshire  ward,  which  was  probably  built  on  his  own 

*  The  burgesses  entered  in  the  descriptions  of  agricultural  villages  may  have  sometimes  been  husbandmen, 
bat  it  is  probable  that  they  were  usually  handicrafts^men  and  tradesmen,  liable  only  to  occasional  services  of 
agriculture.  At  Bury  St.  Edmunds  there  were  75  tradesmen,  including  bakers,  brewers,  tailors,  washers, 
shoemakers,  skinners,  pollers,  and  stewards,  who  were  bound  to  cut  com  in  harvest,  the  services  being 
commuted  for  a  rent  called  "  reap-silver  "  when  the  place  became  a  borough.  Domesday  Book,  ii.,  372,  Hist. 
Monast.  Burg.  12.  At  Battle,  under  Henry  II.,  we  are  told  that  115  burgage  tenements  were  occupied  by 
smiths,  shoemakers,  and  other  tradesmen,  who  with  few  exceptions,  had  to  work  in  the  meadows  and  at  the 
mill,  but  were  called  burgesses  '*  on  account  of  the  superior  dignity  of  that  place's  excellence."  England  under 
the  Normans,  Morgan,  152. 

I  These  may  have  been  parts  of  the  same  market ;  Downham  and  Lycham  were  both  hamlets  of  Melcham^ 
see  p.  43. 

t  5fee  Domesday  Book,  I.,  298. 

§  D.B.,  I.,  298  **  [The  Church  of]  St.  Cuthbert  has  a  house  which  they  have  always  had,  as  the  majority 
**  say,  free  of  all  customs ;  but  the  burgesses  say  that  in  King  Edward's  day  it  was  not  free  of  custom  further 
"  than  any  burgage  tenement,  excepting  that  in  respect  of  it,  the  bishop  had  the  toll  of  his  own  transactions 
"  and  of  those  of  his  canons,"  apparently  a  description  of  a  private  liberty  similar  to  that  granted  by  Alfred 
to  the  Church  of  Worcester. 
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land,  for  he  had  the  "  land-gavel "  also.  These  arrangements  were  still  subsisting 
at  the  time  of  the  survey,  and  they  seem  clearly  to  indicate  that  tolls  on  marketing 
of  considerable  amount  were  taken  both  before  and  after  the  Conquest.  It  is  remarked 
that  the  King's  forfeiture  heriot  and  toll  were  specially  reserved  to  the  Crown 
in  the  case  of  77  burgesses  in  the  King's  wards,  who  held  their  lands  in  demesne 
as  socage  tenements,  and  were  free  to  transfer  their  services  to  any  lord,*  implying 
probably  that  the  other  burgesses  could  not  sell  their  houses  without  licence.  As 
in  Lincoln,  the  12  Lawmen  in  King  Edward's  time  had  sac  and  soc  *'  in  their  houses 
and  over  their  tenants,"  some  of  them  having  a  number  of  tenements ;  nothing  is 
said  explicitly  about  "  tol  and  team,"  but  as  the  rights  reserved  to  the  King  are 
enumerated  and  "  theloneum  "  is  not,  as  in  other  cases,  named,  we  may  conclude 
that  the  Lawmen  had  private  market  rights.  The  customs  concerning  the  making 
of  bread  are  mentioned  as  having  been  reserved  to  the  Crown  in  a  large  estate  of 
Queen  Edith,  including  70  tenements  where,  with  that  exception,  she  had  "  all  cus- 
toms." None  of  the  other  Domesday  surveys  of  towns  mention  any  control  of  bread 
and  beer,  except  that  of  Chester,  where  we  are  told  that  anyone  who  brewed  bad  beer 
"was  set  in  the  cucking-stool  or  paid  4s.  to  the  reeves,"  and  that  of  Hereford, 
where  all  brewers  paid  a  '*  custom  "  of  lOd.  annually. 

At  Derby  we  are  told  that  the  King  and  the  earl  divided  the  "  theloneum  "  (as  well 
as  the  fines  and  other  customs)  by  thirds.  At  Wallingford,  private  rights  were 
suspended  on  Saturdays,  *'  because  of  the  market,  for  then  the  forfeiture  belongs  to 
the  King." 

The  survey  of  Chester  gives  us  more  information  as  to  trade  and  toll.  The  local 
laws  are  given  in  some  detail.  Besides  the  reference  to  an  assize  of  beer  already 
mentioned,  as  to  which  it  is  particularly  noticed  that  the  jurisdiction  extended  over 
the  land  of  the  bishop  (who  had  a  "  burgum "  of  his  own)  and  all  other  private 
lords,  there  is  a  statement  that  a  like  fine  of  4s.  was  inflicted  throughout  the 
city  for  false  measure.  A  toll  oh  merchandise,  payable  "within  the  third  night,"  is 
spoken  of  as  extending  in  the  same  way  over  the  whole  city,  including  the  bishop's 
possessions,  but  it  is  also  explained  that  the  prohibition  of  Sunday  marketing  was 
enforced  by  a  system  of  tolls  exacted  by  the  bishop's  officers  from  all  persons  who  broke 
the  holiday  rest,  and  particularly  from  any  merchants  arriving  in  the  city  with  carts 
between  the  ninth  hour  on  Saturday  and  Monday  morning,  who  incurred,  if  they 
ventured  to  unload  without  the  bishop's  license,  a  penalty  of  4s.  In  like  manner 
the  peace  of  the  community  on  holidays  was  protected  by  double  fines.  A  right  of 
pre-emption  was  exercised  by  the  King's  reeve  as  regards  all  cargoes  of  martern  skins 
imported,  which  were  to  be  "  exhibited "  to  him  before  they  were  offered  for  sale, 
under  a  penalty  of  40s. ;  they  were  evidently  a  leading  article  of  trade,  since  the  farm 
of  the  city  was  assessed  at  451.  in  money  and  "  three  bales  of  martern  skins."  No 
ships  were  allowed  to  enter  or  leave  the  port  without  "  the  peace  and  licence  of  the 
King "  on  pain  of  a  fine  of  40s.  for  every  person  on  board ;  but  those  who  were 
free  to  enter  might  sell  their  cargoes  without  restriction  or  toll,  subject  to  a  payment 
of  4d.  for  every  "  lesth  "  of  cargo  when  they  were  leaving.  Twelve  Lawmen,  called 
"judices,"  are  mentioned  as  bound  to  attend  the  Hundred  Court  of  the  city,  but 
nothing  is  said  of  their  rights ;  and  seven  money ers  are  mentioned  as  having  paid  11. 
each  in  King  Edward's  time,  besides  the  usual  tolls  payable  by  them  at  each  change 
of  the  coinage.f 

We  may  take  advantage  of  the  recent  publication  of  the  records  of  Nottingham  to 
illustrate  further  the  mode  in  which,  the  survey  deals  with  places  of  mercantile 
importance  where  markets  are  not  specially  mentioned.  Nottingham  was  one  of  the 
great  towns  of  the  Danish  League,  and  was  of  capital  value  as  a  stronghold  com- 
manding the  passage  of  the  Trent.  The  Domesday  Survey  does  not  mention  the 
market,  but  describes  48  merchants'  houses  as  belonging  to  William  Peverel,  and  four 
belonging  to  other  lords.  There  were  two  boroughs,  the  '*  Borough  French  "  and 
"  Borough  English  "  of  later  records,,  and  a  large  rent  was  paid  to  the  Crown  for  the 

*  References  to  the  distinction  between  burgesses  who  were  free  to  transfer  their  service  and  Ihose  who 
were  not,  occur  in  the  surveys  of  Thetford,  Norwich,  and  other  towns  in  Domesday  Book. 

t  There  appear  to  have  been  frequent  changes  in  the  coinage,  and  the  arrangement  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Confessor  was  that  on  each  of  these  occasions  the  moneyers  had  to  go  to  London  to  get  the 
standard  dies,  for  the  use  of  which  they  generally  paid  a  sum  of  20^.  each,  15  days  after  their  returning 
home.  In  the  survey  of  Shrewsbury  this  is  stated  as  the  common  rule  for  all  the  moneyers  of  the  realm. 
At  Worcester,  however,  they  are  said  to  have  paid  20*.  "  at  London.*'  At  Hereford  they  seem  to  have 
paid  18*.  at  London  and  20*.  in  a  month  from  their  return,  besides  doing  work  for  the  King.  At  Lewes  the 
payment  of  20*.  at  each  change  is  again  mentioned.  At  Dorchester,  Bridport,  Wareham,  and  Shaftesbury, 
we  have  a  uniform  mte  of  a  mark  of  silver  and  20*.  In  Wallingford  and  some  other  places  we  are  told 
that  the  moneyers'  tenements  were  quit  of  the  ordinary  customs. 
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liberties  of  the  townsmen,  besides  lOl.  for  the  privilege  of  having  a  mint.  The 
records  of  the  borough  explain  the  nature  of  the  rights  for  which  the  rent  was  paid.* 
The  charter  of  Henry  11.  confirms  to  the  burgesses  the  free  customs  which  they 
had  in  the  time  of  his  grandfather,  including  "  tol "  and  "  tolls  from  Thrumpton  to 
"  Newark,  and  of  all  things  crossing  the  Trent  as  fully  as  within  the  borough  of 
'*  Nottingham,"  and  on  the  other  side  from  the  brook  beyond  Rempston  to  the 
water  of  Retford  on  the  north.  Then,  with  a  reference  to  the  weekly  markets,  the 
charter  provides  that  "  the  men  of  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire  ought  to  come  to 
"  the  borough  of  Nottingham  on  Friday  and  Saturday  with  their  wains  and  pack- 
"  horses,  nor  ought  anyone  within  a  radius  of  10  leagues  from  Nottingham  to  work 
"  dyed  cloth,  except  in  the  borough."  "Also  all  who  come  to  the  market  of 
"  Nottingham  from  the  eve  of  Friday  to  the  eve  of  Saturday  shaU  be  free  of  distress, 
'*  except  the  King's  form  ;  and  the  passage  of  the  Trent  ought  to  be  free  to  navi- 
"  gators  for  the  breadth  of  one  perch  on  either  side  of  the  mid-stream."  The  lasrt 
proviso  is  a  renewal  of  one  which  is  found  in  Domesday  Book.  The  charter  of  John 
confirmed  the  same  rights,  with  the  additional  privilege  of  having  a  merchant  guild 
with  aU  liberties  and  free  customs  which  ought  to  belong,  or  usually  belonged,  to  a 
merchant-guild ;  and  provided  *•  that  the  burgesses  should  be  quit  of  tolls  throughout 
England,  within  fairs  and  without,"  and  that  they  might  elect  their  own  reeve  to 
answer  to  the  King  for  his  "ferm."  Henry  III.  added  the  right  of  taking  '^tronage," 
so  that  they  might  have  tronage  in  the  town  of  Nottingham  of  goods  which  go 
by  weight  (avoircki^ois),  as  such  dues  were  wont  to  be  taken  in  other  English  boroughs 
and  cities.  The  next  record  of  importance  is  an  agreement  between  the  burgesses 
of  Nottingham  and  the  Prior  of  Lenton,  dating  from  the  beginning  of  the  14th 
century,  by  which  the  prior  yielded  up  four  days  of  the  lawful  duration  of  the  fair 
and  gave  certain  privileges  to  clothiers,  apothecaries,  and  mercers  of  Nottingham  who 
might  wish  to  hire  booths  on  certain  conditions,  in  consideration  whereof  the  burgesses 
agreed  that  no  market  should  be  held  in  Nottingham  so  long  as  the  fair  lasted  "  for 
sale  of  any  kind  of  merchandise,  except  within  houses  and  doors  and  windows,"  and  it 
was  agreed  that  during  the  fair  the  Prior  or  his  bailiflfs  should  receive  toll  in 
Nottingham  of  all  things  of  which  toll  was  used  to  be  received  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  fair  of  Lenton.  Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject  it  may  be 
observed  that  the  markets  of  Nottingham,  like  those  of  other  towns,  were  under 
the  control  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  and  the  King's  Clerk  of  the 
Market,  who  used  to  proclaim  the  prices  at  which  provisions  might  be  sold,  until, 
in  the  15th  century,  as  mimicipal  freedom  advanced,  the  King  granted  that  neither 
the  steward  and  marshal"  of  the  household  nor  the  royal  clerk  of  the  markets  should 
thenceforth  sit  or  exercise  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  notice  the  most  important  places,  the  markets  of  which 
are  actually  mentioned  in  Domesday  Book.  London,  Winchester,  and  other  towns  were 
omitted  from  the  Survey,  and  we  have  seen  that  some  others  of  the  most  important 
cities  and  trading-towns  had  no  special  mention  of  their  mercantile  privileges,  even 
where  there  is  no  doubt  that  markets  and  tolls  existed.  There  are,  however,  about 
50  places  in  which  markets  are  definitely  named.  In  the  first  place  may  be  mentioned 
a  class  of  manors  included  in  the  ancient  demesne  of  the  Crown,  such  as  "  the  King's 
little  town  of  Faversham,"  where  there  was  a  market  worth  4Z.  a  year ;  Neteham,  in 
Hampshire,  where  the  dues  were  worth  twice  that  amount ;  Cookham,  on  the  Thames, 
where  a  new  market  had  been  set  up  just  before  the  survey  ;  and  in  Somerset,  Frome, 
where  the  market  dues  were  468.  8d. ;  Ilchester,  with  an  important  market  worth  IIZ. 
yearly,  with  its  appurtenant  profits ;  and  "  Cruche,"  or  Crewkeme,  and  Milverton, 
where  the  "  form "  of  the  manors  belongiijig  to  the  King  were  increased,  because  of 
the  market  dues,  by  sums  of  4Z.  and  10s.  respectively.  The  valuable  markets  of  Leighton 
and  Luton  are  also  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  markets  and  tolls  at  Basingstoke  and 
Tichfield. 

The  King's  town  of  Sudbury  had  a  market  and  mint.  Bampton,  in  Oxfordshire, 
had  a  market  worth  50s.  The  regulations  as  to  forfeitures  arising  out  of  a  breach  of 
the  market-peace  on  Saturdays  at  Wallingf ord  have  been  already  mentioned.  In  the 
"manor  of  Milbume-port "  there  were  " 56  burgesses  with  a  market;"  at  Bovecome, 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  a  "toll,"  and  at  Kings  Sutton  a  "fofum."  On  the  estates 
belonging  to  the  Church  markets  are  mentioned  in  the  descriptions  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury's  village  of  Newenden  ;  of  Bradf ord-on-Avpn,  belonging  to  the  monastery 

♦  See  Stubbs,  Select  Charters,  and  the  Records  of  the  Borough  of  Nottingham,  lately  published  by  the 
Corporatiou,  extracts  from  which  are  embodied  in  the  Appendix,  at  p.  53. 
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of  Shaftesbury ;  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln's  manor  of  Louth  in  Lindsey ;  and  of  the 
manor  at  Ilminster,  belonging  to  the  church  of  Muchelney.  At  Berton,  which  belonged 
to  the  Abbot  of  Abingdon,  there  were  10  merchants  or  chapmen  *•  living  in  front  of 
the  church  door/'  and  at  St.  Germains  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  had  a  Sunday  market, 
which  was  "  reduced  to  nothing,"  because  the  Earl  of  Mortain  had  set  up  another  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood.  In  the  same  way  the  Bishop  of  Thetford  had  a  Saturday 
market  at  Hoxney,  in  Suffolk,  '*  but  William  Malet  set  up  another  in  his  castle  of 
"  Eye,  and  by  reason  thereof  the  Bishop's  market  is  now  of  little  worth."  In 
Cornwall,  the  Earl  of  Mortain  had  taken  away  the  market  of  Launceston  from  the 
canons  of  St.  Stephen's,  as  well  as  the  "forum  annuale"  of  "Matele"*  from  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter.  St.  Petroc's  church  still  held  68  houses  and  a  market  at  Bodmin. 
With  the  market  at  Louth  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  had  80  burgesses.  At  Beccles,  in 
Suffolk,  the  Abbot  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's  had  three  quarters  of  the  profits  of  the 
market  and  the  King  had  the  rest,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  survey  of  the  soke  of 
Gorleston.  It  is  observable  that  the  account  of  Norwich  speaks  of  the  abbot 
inducing  a  colony  of  burgesses  to  migrate  to  his  town  at  Beccles.  At  Eton,  in 
Herefordshire,  the  Bishop  had  purchased  the  manor  in  exchange  for  the  land  on  which 
"  the  market "  was  held  at  the  date  of  the  survey,  but  we  are  not  told  which  market 
is  meant.  There  are  several  more  markets  mentioned  in  the  descriptions  of  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  which  need  not  be  particularly  noticed,  and  we  may  also  pass  over  the 
scanty  descriptions  of  isolated  markets  at  Arlsey  in  Bedfordshire,  Liskeard  in  Cornwall, 
and  in  the  soke  of  Bardney  in  Lincolnshire.  The  great  tenants  in  chief  who  hold  the 
manors  of  Higham  Ferrars,  Melton,  Spalding,  and  Thombury  had  markets  in  those 
places.  At  Trematon,  in  Cornwall,  the  Earl  of  Mortain  had  a  castle  and  a  market 
worth  only  4.9.  a  year ;  at  the  Castle  of  Ruddlan  burgesses,  toll,  and  a  mint  are  spoken 
of ;  and  at  Tutbury,  in  Staffordshire,  we  are  told  that  *•  in  the  borough  round  the 
"  castle  there  are  42  men  living  only  by  their  market,  rendering  41.  lOs.  besides  the 
"  market  dues."  Of  the  other  castles,  merchants  are  noticed  at  Okehampton,  and 
merchants  and  toll  at  Arundel. 

The  documents  of  the  Norman  period  posterior  to  Domesday  Book  throw  little  light 
I  on  the  history  of  markets,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  royal  charters  of  grant,  such 
as  the  grantf  by  Henry  L  to  the  Abbey  of  Ramsey  of  a  Thursday  market  at  his  manor 
of  "  Jacheslade,  with  sac  and  soc  and  toll  and  all  other  customs,"  as  the  same  had 
been  granted  by  William  Ruf  us.  There  are,  however,  records  of  pleadings  in  actions 
from  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  II.,  which  afford  a  good  deal  of  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  markets 
during  that  period.  An  abstract  of  these  pleadings  was  made  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  was  published  by  command  in  1811,  under  the  title  of  ^'Placitorum 
Abbreviatio."  Extracts  from  this  compilation,  bearing  on  the  subject  of  fairs,  markets 
and  tolls,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  A  number  of  them  refer  to  changes  of 
the  market  day,t  the  change  in  many  cases  being  from  a  Sunday  to  a  week-day.  In 
the  reign  of  King  John,  for  example,  we  find  a  complaint  that  the  market  day  at 
Tutbury  had  been  changed,  and  that  the  assize  of  cloth  was  not  kept ;  and  the  borough 
of  Stamford  was  fined  20  marks  for  a  similar  change  of  day,  "and  for  a  foolish 
"  presentment  and  because  they  chose  the  poorer  men  of  the  town  to  present  their 
"  verdict." 

It  was  tmlawful  to  change  the  market  day  without  the  royal  licence,  at  any  rate 
unless  the  change  were  from  a  Sunday  to  an  ordinary  week-day.  Among  the  pleas  of 
the  reign  of  King  John  there  are  several  examples  of  fines  being  imposed  even  for  a 
change  of  the  kind  last-mentioned.  Thus  it  was  found  that  a  market  of  Burton  in 
Lincolnshire  had  been  altered  from  Sunday  to  Tuesday,  for  which  a  fine  of  one  mark 
was  imposed  on  the  lord  of  the  market.  In  the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of  John  we 
find  that  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  was  amerced  for  a  similar  alteration  of  his  market  at 
Luton  in  Bedfordshire,  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  for  a  similar  change  at  the  market 

•  See  p.  5  supra.  It  appears,  by  a  comparison  of  D.B.,  I.,  120,  with  the  pai^allel  passages  in  the  "Exon 
Domesday "  (which  represent  in  their  original  form  the  inquisitions  on  which  the  survey  of  these  countierf 
was  based),  that  the  word  *^ forum"  is  in  this  case  used  for  a  "fair."  The  word  is  also  used  as  meaning 
a  "market  place" — the  "curia"  or  "ceapstowe" — at  Berkeley,  and  appears  without  any  qualification,  except 
the  mention  of  the  annual  value,  at  Freckingham  and  King's  Sutton. 

t  This  grant  was  recited  by  Inspeximus  in  the  charter  rolls  of  12  Henry  III.,  p.  1,  m.  11,  and  of  8  Edw.  II., 
No.  36. 

t  The  transference  of  a  market  from  the  customary  place  to  another  vjll  is  the  subject  of  one  of  the 
J<i-^colnshire  pleas  of  the  reign  of  John,  see  Appendii^,  p.  84. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BEPOBT.  21 

of  Potion  in  the  same  county,  and  the  Earl  of  Clare  in  Northamptonshire,  for  altering 
the  market  of  Rowell,  and  the  Abbot  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  for  a  similar  alteration 
in  the  time  of  holding  his  market  in  his  borough.  Instances  occur,  however,  in  the 
same  reign  of  a  similar  change  being  allowed  without  the  exaction  of  a  fine,  as  for 
example,  at  Edenham,  Wainfleet,  and  Lafford,  in  Lincolnshire,  where  the  owners  of  the 
franchises  were  permitted  to  change  the  Sunday  markets  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Thursday  respectively.  It  appears,  indeed,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century 
there  was  a  strong  and  growing  opinion  that  Sunday  marketing  was  wrong,  which 
may  have  been  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  preaching  of  E§stace  de  Flay,  of 
which  we  have  accounts  in  Hoveden.*  In  the  pleas  of.  the  Crown  for  the  county  of 
Glouoesterf  in  1221  there  is  a  presentment  for  the  town  of  Winchcombe,  that  the 
market  had  been  altered  from  Sunday  to  Monday,  but  inasmuch  as  the  change  was  not 
to  the  nuisance  of  any  neighbouring  market,  the  justiciaries  confirmed  the  alteration. 
Bracton  also,|  in  treating  of  the  pleas  of  the  Crown,  makes  the  general  statement  that 
changes  in  market  days  are  not  to  be  allowed  except  in  the  case  of  a  Sunday  market ; 
and  in  course  of  time,  as  we  have  already  observed,  the  system  of  Sunday  trading 
was  prohibited. 

There  are  also  complaints  of  levying  new  tolls  and  of  taking  tolls  unjustly,  and 
proceedings  in  a  great  number  of  cases  against  persons  setting  up  new  markets  to 
the  nuisance  of  franchises  already  existing.  We  may  take  as  examples  a  case  in  the 
51st  year  of  Henry  III.,  in  which  the  Abbess  of  Wherwell  was  sued  for  setting  up  a 
market  at  the  manor  there,  to  the  nuisance  of  the  King's  free  market  of  Basingstoke, 
and  another  case  in  the  same  reign  where  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  sued  the  Earl  of 
Norfolk  for  erecting  a  market  at  Chesterford  in  Essex,  to  the  damage  of  his  free 
market  at  Newport.  § 

There  was  everywhere  great  jealousy  of  the  invasion  of  a  profitable  monopoly  by 
the  usurpation  of  new  trading  privileges.  Whenever  any  grant  of  a  new  market  or 
toll  was  solicited  from  the  Crown  it  was  necessary  to  inquire  by  a  jury  on  a  writ 
ad  quod  damrmm^  whether  the  grant  was  prejudicial  to  the  King  or  to  others  in  case 
it  should  be  made,  and  the  charters  of  grant  were  framed  with  a  saving  clause  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  neighbouring  markets.  ||  Bracton,  in  the  Treatise 
be  Legibus  (f.  235),  states  that  a  market  would  be  a  nuisance  if  set  up  within  six 
miles  and  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  the  site  of  an  existing  market.  His  reason  for 
selecting  this  limit  was  that  an  ordinary  day's  walk  may  be  taken  at  20  miles,  and 
that  dividing  the  time  into  three  portions,  the  morning  will  be  used  in  going  to 
market,  the  middle  of  the  day  in  buying  and  selling,  and  the  other  third  part  of  the 
time  in  returning  home.  He  observes  that  the  time  allowed  for  business  may  not  be 
enough  for  the  ''  mercatores  stellati,"  or  chapmen  exposing  their  wares  on  stalls,  and 
he  points  out  that  the  market  folk  had  to  get  home  by  daylight,  because  of  the 
abundance  of  robbers.^ 

Mr.  Boase,  in  his  account  of  Oxford,  describes  the  alarm  which  was  felt  at  Oxford 
and  Wallingford  when  Henry  II.  granted  a  market  to  Abingdon.  The  same  King 
had  given  a  Tuesday  market  to  Woodstock,  and  there  were  others  existing  under 

*  Horeden's  account  of  Eustace  de  Flay  contains  the  following  passages  :  '^  Lundoniis  autem,  et  in  aliis  locis 
'^  multis  per  Angliam  praedicatione  sua  effecit  quod  de  cetero  in  diebus  Dominicis  forum  rerum  venalium 
"  nequaquara  exercere  praesument."  And  under  the  year  1201,  "eodem  anno  Eustacius  Abbas  de  Flay  rediit 
**  in  Angliam  et  praedicans  in  ea  verbum  Domini  de  civitate  in  civitatem  et  de  loco  in  locum  prohibuit  ne 
**  quis  forum  rerum  venalium  in  diebus  Dominicis  exerceret."  "  Pervenit  igitur  dominus  Eustacius  Eboracum 
«  et  .  .  •  •  de  transgressione  Dominicae  diei  et  aliarum  festivitatum  dedit  populo  poenitentiam  et 
<^  absolutionem  sub  tali  couditione  quod  ipsi  de  caetero  debitam  impenderent  Dominicae  diei  et  aliis  sanctorum 
**  festivitatibus  reverentiam  .  .  .  nee  in  diebus  dominicis  exercerent  forum  rerum  venalium  .  .  .  ab 
**  bora  nona  Sabbati  usque  ad  ortum  solis  in  die  Lunae."  Hoveden,  (in  the  Master  of  the  Bolls'  series) 
Vol.  rV.,  pp.  124,  167-9.     Compared  the  Chester  App.,  p.  41. 

t  Maitland,  Pleas  of  the  Crown  for  Gloucester,  pp.  12,  139. 

%  De  Legibus,  fol.  117. 

§  Among  the  extracts  from  the  Abbreviatio  Placitorum  in  the  Appendix  (p.  81)  will  be  found  a 
reference  to  the  arrangements  made  by  Edward  I.  as  to  the  method  of  weighing  **  in  every  merchant 
town  and  fair."  The  King's  charter  had  granted  to  the  foreign  merchants  trading  to  this  country  that  all 
merchandise  should  be  weighed  ^^  standing  beam,"  ^nd  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  London  unsucccssrally  con- 
tended that  by  their  custom  they  were  nevertheless  entitled  to  weigh  "  down  weight"  (Abbr.  PJac.,  35  Edward  L, 
Trin.  8.  61).  In  a  case  of  refusal  to  sell  victuals  at  Shoreham  in  2  Edward  II.,  the  person  aggrieved  recovered 
damages. 

II  The  same  rule  applied  to  fairs.  A  verdict  that  a  new  fair  set  up  by  the  Abbot  of  Reading  was  **  to  the 
nuisance  "  of  the  fair  at  Hereford,  will  be  foimd  among  the  extracts  ftorx^  the  Abbreviatio  Placitorum,  at  p.  80, 
followed  by  a  judgment  "  that  the  fair  be  wholly  quashed." 

\  Several  speoal  cases  are  mentioned  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  and  PL  de  Quo  Warranto,  see  at  p.  23^  and  at 
p.  10  ,  under  the  names  of  Maiden,  Newton,  and  Lyme. 
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earlier  charters  at  "Synsham  and  Gharlbmy*  It  appears,  however,  tibat  Abingdon 
maintained  its  privilege  when  the  appeals  wwe  heard.  Mr.  Boase  also  cites*  from 
the  ordinances  of  the  TJnivePsity  a  set  of  byelaws  which  show  the  actual  arrange- 
ments of  the  market  at  Oxford  at  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century.  The  sellers  of 
hay  and  straw  were  to  stand  with  their  teams  in  the  middle  of  High  Street,  and 
sellers  of  faggots  in  carts  and  waggons  between  Oriel  Lane  and  the  High  Street. 
The  timber  merchants  were  to  be  between  St.  Thomas'  Hall  and  St.  Bdwnrd's  Lane, 
and  the  sellers  of  hogs  and  swine  between  St.  Mary's  and  Allhallows  Ohurcb.  Vendors 
of  ale  and  beer  h^d  their  place  between  St.  Ed^^rard's  Lane  and  the  Chequer  Inn,  and 
sellers  of  roots-  and  coals  by  St.  Edward's  Lane  on  the  north  of  High  Street.  Grlovers 
stood  between  Allhallows  Church  and  the  Mitre,  bakers  between  Carfax  Conduit  and 
Northgate,  furriers  and  drapers  by  a  certain  pump  in  High  Street,  tanners  between 
Carfax  and  Somner's  Inn,  butter  and  cheese  merchants  from  Carfax  comer  towards 
the  Old  Bayly,  and  com  merchants  between  the  Cross  Inn  and  Northgate. 

The  streets  in  many  market  towns  bear  the  names  of  particular  trades,  from  the 
circumstance  that  the  diflferent  trades  were  localised  by  custom  in  particular  rows  and 
comers  of  the  "  cheapstowe "  or  market  place,  the  old  divisions  remaining  as  streets 
when  the  booths  were  replaced  by  permanent  buildings.  Instances  of  tlas  practice 
may  be  found  in  the  Nottmgham  Records,  and  in  the  ancient  survey  of  Winchester  to 
which  reference  has  already  been  made,  and  a  familiar  illustration  of  the  same  practice 
occurs  in  the  case  of  such  London  streets  as  Milk  Street,  Fish  Street,  the  Poultry, 
and  other  names  adopted  from  the  ancient  rows  of  stalls  in  the  great  market  at 
Cheapside.t 

The  Records  called  the  Hundred  Rolls  and  the  Flacita  de  Quo  Warranto  contain  a 
considerable  amount  of  information  as  to  the  development  of  our  market  system.  One 
of  the  first  acts  of  Edward  I.  on  his  return  to  England  from  the  Crusade  was  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  royal  demesnes,  and  of  the  rights  and  revenues  of  the 
Crown,  including  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  sheriffs  and  other  oflBcers  who 
might  have  defrauded  the  Crown  or  oppressed  the  people  by  exactions.  Among 
the  articles  into  which  the  justices  itinerant  inquired  in  their  ordinary  septennial 
circuits  there  were  many  which  bore  on  questions  of  trade  and  commerce,  bracton 
tells  us  in  a  passage  of  the  Treatise  de  Legibus  (f.  116,  117),  in  the  tract  on  the 
Pleas  of  the  Crown,  that  among  the  new  pleas  to  be  inquired  into  were  those  relating 
to  weights  and  measures :  to  the  sale  of  wine  in  breach  of  the  assize  in  cities,  boroughs, 
and  other  market  towns :  to  the  levying  of  new  tolls  and  customs :  to  the  change  of 
markets  from  one  day  to  another  without  the  King's  licence,  unless  the  change  were 
from  a  Sunday  to  a  week  day :  and  to  the  erection  of  new  markets  without  the  royal 
licence  and  authority.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  time  for  holding  these  circuits  would 
not  have  come  round  again  for  several  years,  the  King  issued  a  special  commission 
under  the  Great  Seal  dated  on  the  11th  of  October  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign, 
directing  the  justiciaries  to  make  inquiry  under  35  Articles,  afterwards  increased 
to  47,  whereby  the  Commissioners  were  commanded  to  survey  all  cities,  boroughs, 
and  market  towns,  and  to  inquire  about  all  demesnes,  property,  and  liberties  belonging 
to  the  King  or  to  others  claiming  under  his  authority,  and  to  distinguish  tenants 
holding  in  demesne,  or  as  villeins,  bondmen,  cottagers,  and  freeholders,  and  such  as  held 
woods,  parks,  chases,  warrens,  waters,  rivers,  liberties,  fairs,  markets,  and  other 
tenures.  The  eighth  and  ninth  of  these  Articles  had  particular  reference  to  claims  of 
franchises  and  misuser  of  franchises  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Crown.  The  tenth 
was  concerned  with  grants  of  franchises  which  might  in  any  way  impede  the  course  of 
common  justice.  Under  one  or  other  of  these  heads  the  juries  had  power  to  make 
presentments  as  to  all  cases  of  the  exaction  of  illegal  tolls,  or  as  to  interference  with 
trade  by  improper  claims  of  rights  as  to  fairs  and  markets.  The  Commissioners 
having  in  the  next  year  returned  their  rolls  of  inquisitions  in  obedience  to  the  Com- 
mission, it  was  necessary  for  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  have  in  one  view  such  parts  of 
the  returns  as  affected  the  rights  of  the  Crown  and  the  abuses  of  its  oflBcers,  and  to 
this  end  certain  rolls  were  drawn  up,  containing  a  selection  under  the  denomination 
of  "  Extracts."  These  Extracts  of  4  Edward  I.  form  the  only  remaining  evidence  of 
the  contents  of  the  immediately  preceding  inquisitions  for  the  counties  of  Bedford, 


*  Historic  towns,  Oxford,  C.  W.  Boase,  pp.  14  and  58.      ' 

I  Other  descriptions  relating  to  the  method  of  holding  antient  markets  will  he  found  in  the  extracts  from  the 
Abhreviat'o  Placitorum,  relating  to  Winchester,  43  Henry  IIL,  and  to  Faversham,  38  Henry  HI.,  pp.  78-79. 
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Berks,  Cambridge,  Cornwall,  and  Huntrngdon;"^  and  as  ta  these  counties  we  are 
confined  for  the  most  part  to  entries  relating  to  "tiie  Exchequer,  without  mudi  detailed 
information  as  to  the  franchises  the  title  to  which  was  disputed.  For  many  of  the 
other  coimties  both  the  rolls  of  Extracts  and  original  inquisitions  are  preserved. 
There  are  also  Hundred  Rolls  taken  imder  a  special  commission  of  the  7th  year  of 
Edward  I.,'^which  form  a  valuable  survey  of  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Bucks,  Cambridge, 
Huntingdon,  >and  Oxford.  These  are  published  with  certion  other  inquisitions  for 
Bucks,  Oxford,  Salop,  Stafford,  and  Wilts,  taken  in  the  39th  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
in.,  in  the  two  volumes  called  BotuH  Hundredorum,  printed  by  command  between  1812 
and  1818.  The  Statute  of  Gloucester,  enacted  in  the  6th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I., 
of  which  the  first  part  relates  to  liberties  and  franchises,  appears  to  have  been  based 
upon  the  inquisitions  taken  under  the  commission  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign, 
and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  after  the  date  of  this  statute  the  articles  under  which  tiie 
Commissioners  had  acted  formed  part  of  the  instructions  to  the  justices  itinerant, 
and  were  delivered  by  them  as  part  of  their  charges  on  circuit.  After  the  passing 
of  the  Statute  of  Q-loucester,  and  by  virtue  of  its  provisions,  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  a  great  number  of  persons  as  to  whom  the  juries  had  presented  that  their 
franchises  were  illegally  claimed,  or  that  the  title  thereto  was  unknown,  the  parties 
being  summoned  to  answer  in  proceedings  on  Quo  Warranto  by  what  titie  they  claimed 
to  have  the  rights  as  to  which  the  presentments  had  been  made.  The  rolls  of  the 
pleadings  in  answer  to  these  charges  and  the  judgments  thereon  for  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  and  his  two  immediate  successors  are  known  as  the  **Placita  de  Quo 
Warranto,"  and  were  printed  by  command  under  that  title  in  1818.  The  following 
examples  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  information  contained  in  these  Records,  and 
specimen  extracts  from  the  Records  themselves  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

As  samples  of  the  numerous  complaints  about  the  erection  of  new  markets  to  the 
prejudice  of  existing  franchises  to  be  found  in  the  Hundred  Bolls,  we  may  take  the 
following  cases.  The  borough  of  Shaftesbury  complained  that  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester  and  others  had  set  up  illegal  markets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shaftesbury 
to  damage  of  the  burgesses ;  the  borough  of  Windsor  complained  that  the  Abbess  of 
Bumham  had  set  up  a  market  at  Beaconsfield  without  warrant,  and  a  market  at 
Bumham  to  the  prejudice  of  the  King  and  his  market  at  Windsor;  the  men  of 
Devizes  claimed  the  liberty  of  a  market,  with  a  toll  valued  formerly  at  16Z.,  and  a 
privilege  of  having  no  other  market  set  up  within  seven  miles  of  the  town,  and 
complained  that  a  new  market  had  been  established  at  Steeple  Lavington,  whereby 
the  amount  received  from  their  own  market  was  reduced  to  12Z. 

The  burgesses  of  Northampton  complained  that,  though  the  liberty  granted  to  them 
by  the  Crown  was  ''  that  no  market  ought  to  be  erected  within  a  space  of  10  '  leagues ' 
round  Northampton,"  yet  the  Prior  of  Daventry,  the  Countess  of  Arundel,  and  others 
had  markets,  some  new  and  some  old,  within  that  circuit,  namely,  at  West  Haddon, 
Olneyde,  Brykelesworth,  Daventry,  Towcester,  Wollaston,  and  Wendlingbury ;  and 
they  alleged  that  by  these  and  other  like  infringements  of  their  liberties  the  burdens 
of  the  town  were  so  increased  that  the  weavers,  dyers,  drapers,  and  other  traders 
and  shopkeepers  were  leaving  the  town.  In  Sussex  the  men  of  Steyning  said  that 
Walter  de  Clifford  had  set  up  a  market  at  "  Fyndon  "  to  the  damage  and  nuisance  of 
all  the  boroughs  of  the  Rape  of  Bramber. 

The  same  grievance  of  infringement  of  a  trading  monopoly  sometimes  took  the  form 
of  an  objection  to  the  foundation  of  a  new  trading  town.  The  best  instance  of  this 
will  be  found  in  the  presentments  of  the  jurors  of  Newcastie-on-Tyne,  who  alleged 
that  the  Prior  of  Tynemouth  had  done  great  injury  to  their  trade,  not  only  by 
setting  up  a  market  at  Tynemouth,  but  also  by  creating  one  town  at  North  Shields 
and  another  at  South  Shields,  where  there  had  previously  been  only  a  few  "  lodges/' 
but  where  now  a  large  trade  was  carried  on. 

Other  kinds  of  complaints  as  to  disturbance  of  market  rights  occur  in  the  Hundred 
Bolls,  though  less  frequently.  At  (Jorleston,  in  Suffolk,  it  is  said  that  the  market- 
place had  been  narrowed  30  feet  all  round  by  buildings  improperly  erected  by  the 

•  Besides  the  counties  named  Bolls  of  "  Extracts  *'  dated  in  4  Edward  I.  exist  also  for  Bucks,  Derby, 
Devon,  Dorset,  York,  Gloucester,  Leicester,  Lincoln,  Nottingham,  Oxford,  Butland,  Stafford,  Somerset, 
Warwick,  and  Worcester;  "Extracts"  dated  in  2  &  3  Edif^rdL,  for  Essex,  Hertford,  Norfolk,  Northum- 
berland, Somerset,  Sussex,  and  Suffolk ;  and  inquisitions  described  as  "  Himdred  Bolls "  exist  for  Bucks, 
Devon,  Derby,  Dorset,  Hereford,  Herts,  Kent^  Lincoln,  the  City  of  London,  Norfolk,  Notts,  the  town  of 
Northampton,  Rutland,  Suffolk,  Hampshire,  and  Wilts,  all  dated  in  3  Edward  I^;  for  Essex,  Gloucester,  and 
StAop  in  2  Edward  I.,  and  for  the  county  of  Northampton  in  4  Edward  L  The  counties  for  which  the 
evidence  as  to  this  series  of  inquiries  appears  to  foe  moat  complete  are  LincohLAud  Nonfolbc^  ^ 
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•*  tenants  of  Little  Yarmouth/*  The  returns  for  Loudon  include  a  good  many 
complaints  as  to  the  removal  of  the  com  market  from  Westoheap,  and  as  to  the  change 
of  the  places  where  various  trades  had  been  conducted,  the  traders  having,  as  they 
alleged,  had  their  customary  places,  stalls,  and  "  chests,"  for  which  they  paid  a  fixed 
rent  to  the  sheriff. 

Another  class  of  presentments  related  to  grievances  caused  by  the  exaction  of  illegal 
tolls,  either  on  market  sales  or  as  toll-thorough  for  the  passage  of  goods  by  land  and 
water.  The  people  of  Bradford,  for  example,  complained  that  the  owners  of  the 
town  had  invented  new  imports,  called  door-toU  and  huck-toll,  for  things  brought  and 
sold  at  housedoors.  The  complaint  at  Newark  was  that  the  Bishop  had  invented  a 
new  custom  called  ale-toll,  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  his  franchise ;  and  at  York 
the  bailiffs  were  charged  with  preventing  the  citizens  from  doing  business,  even  in 
laying  in  their  own  store  of  victuals,  until  they  had  paid  an  exaction  called  "  utlode.'' 
It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  complaints  as  to  the  exaction  of  tolls  on  the  sale 
of  bread,  meat,  and  fish,  the  juries  in  many  cases  setting  up  the  claim  that  ordinary 
victuals  of  these  kinds  ought  to  be  toll  free  in  every  borough  in  England.  The  jury 
at  Stamford,  however,  presented  that  Earl  Warren  charged  toll  even  for  bread  to  be 
given  in  alms,  and  for  oats  to  be  used  as  seed.  An  immunity  is  sometimes  claimed  as 
at  Dunwich,  Lafford,  Bosworth,  and  Lutterworth  on  the  sale  of  small  quantities  of 
things  required  for  consumption  on  the  house  or  farm.  At  Evesham,  it  was  stated 
that  the  bishops  of  Worcester  had  first  invented  a  new  toll  and  then  increased  it  to  an 
outrageous  extent,  besides  forbidding  traders  to  use  any  ellwands,  except  those  issued 
under  the  bishop's  authority. 

The  bailiffs  of  Richmond  were  charged  with  having  taken  a  double  toll,  first,  on  the 
sale  of  a  live  ox,  and  afterwards  on  the  sale  of  the  carcase ;  and  the  bailiffs  of  Lincoln 
are  in  like  manner  charged  with  having  doubled  the  custom  levied  on  market  carts 
coming  into  the  city^ 

Other  complaints  were  made  on  the  grounds  that  the  persons  who  were  charged 
were  not  traders.  The  jurors  of  the  Hundred  of  Morton,  in  Berkshire,  presented  that 
the  burgesses  of  Wallingford  had  not  been  accustomed  to  take  toll  except  from 
'  merchants,  but  that  they  had  lately  taken  it  of  the  men  of  the  country  who  came  to 
buy  com  and  other  things  for  their  household  stores.  Other  objections  were  raised  not 
so  much  to  the  rate  of  the  toll  as  to  its  exaction  at  improper  times  and  places.  Thus, 
at  Lyme  Regis  it  was  alleged  that  toUs  were  taken  on  several  days  besides  the  proper 
market  day,  and  similar  cases  occurred  at  Salisbury,  and  at  Haylam  in  Sussex.  The 
borough  of  Chichester  had  a  right  to  charge  tolls  within  60  feet  round  their  walls,  but 
took  them  in  practice  up  to  a  distance  of  half  a  league. 

A  great  number  of  the  complaints  related  to  the  exaction  of  payments  from  persons 
who  were  toll-free  by  tenure  or  charter.  Among  others  we  find  a  complaint  that  the 
bailiffs  of  Henley-on-Thames  had  persisted  in  taking  toll  unjustly  of  the  men  of 
Wallingford  contrary  to  their  liberty,  ''as  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  King's 
"  forfeiture  of  lOZ."  The  citizens  of  Lincoln  complained  of  similar  exactions  at 
Boston  Pair;  and  the  men  of  Grimsby  complained  that  their  immunities  were  not 
respected  at  Lincoln.  The  barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  the  tenants  in  ancient 
demesne  experienced  similar  difficulties  in  maintaining  their  freedom  from  toll.  The 
King's  tenants  of  Nassington  complained  that  even  after  a  judgment  making  them  free 
of  toll.  Earl  Warren  continued  to  exact  it.  In  some  cases,  particular  towns  were 
charged  with  diverting  trafl&c  from  a  rival  market;  the  men  of  Wilton,  for  instance, 
being  accused  of  coercing  merchants  who  were  on  their  way  to  Salisbury  to  come  into 
their  markets  and  sell  their  merchandise  there. 

As  to  complaints  arising  out  of  the  exaction  of  toll-thorough,  there  are  several 
instances  in  the^  counties  of  Lincoln  and  York.  The  men  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  at 
Thoresby,  were  alleged  to  have  exacted  heavy  tolls  from  merchants  passing  from  one 
town  to  another,  and  to  have  enforced  them  by  distraint.  Another  good  example  is 
found  in  a  return  from  York,  in  which  the  bailiffs  were  accused  of  levying  a  charge  of 
Id.  not  only  on  every  ox,  cow,  or  horse,  offered  for  sale,  but  even  on  such  of  these 
animals  as  were  driven  through  the  town.  Every  sack  of  grain  or  salt  was  alleged 
to  be  similarly  taxed,  and  if  a  cart  of  wood  passed  through  the  streets  the  best  piece 
of  timber  was  taken  from  it. 

Other  matters  of  complaint  recorded  in  the  Himdred  Rolls  are  connected  rather  with 
the  history  of  trade  and  commerce  in  general  than  with  a  special  account  of  fairs  and 
markets.  It  may,  however,  be  observed  that  verdicts  are  recorded  in  a  great  number 
of  instances  on  complaints  as  to  illegal  exaction  of  dues  for  murage,  tronage,  and 
metage,  the  use  of  unlawful   weights  and  measures,  and   the  claim   of  rights  of 
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prei-emption  and  other  oppressive  privilegeB,  extracts  as  to  which,  so  far  as  they  appear 
to  be  material  to  the  present  inquiry,  are  included  in  th0  Appendix.  But  in  addition  to 
these,  the  history  of  Doncaster  affords  us  one  good  example  of  the  nature  of  the  exactions 
which  were  at  one  time  claimed  by  the  feudal  lords.  The  family  of  De  Maulay  appear 
to  hare  had  for  a  long  time  complete  control  over  the  trade  of  the  burgh.  The  profits 
and  regulation  of  the  annual  three  days'  fair  belonged  to  them,  and  they  even 
succeeded  in  imposing  a  tax  on  the  sale  of  all  victuals  by  retailers,  or  **  regraters.'* 
This  appears  by  a  charter  of  Peter  de  Maulay,  whereby  he  released  to  the  commonalty 
of  Doncaster,  both  rich  and  poor,  '*  the  pernicious  custom  raised  from  the  same  town 
"  heretofore  by  my  ancestors,  which  we  were  wont  to  receive  from  all  manner  of 
*'  regratery." 

The  volume  containing  the  Placita  de  Quo  "Warranto  exhibits  a  great  number  of 
entries,  showing  what  markets  and  fairs  were  allowed  as  having  beeh  lawfully  claimed 
by  charter  or  prescription,  and  what  illegal  claims  and  exactions  were  to  be  disallowed 
for  the  future.     Among  other  entries  possessing  a  special  interest,  we  may  notice  that 
in  Wiltshire  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  claimed  a  free  market  at  Bamsbury,  to  be  held  on 
Sundays,  with  a  right  of  taking  toll  and  other  profits  of  a  market.     The  jury  find  that 
there  was  no  legal  market  or  toll,   and   that  nothing  was   sold,   except  fish  and 
meat   on  feast  days.    A  similar  instance  occurred  at   Crosthwaite,  in   Cumberland, 
where  it  was  stated  that  no  market  was  held;  but  that  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood assembled  on  feast  days  at  the  church  and   sold  meat  and  bread  there, 
without  any  payment  for  toll  or  stallage.     A  **  wake "  is  mentioned  jat  Emmeseye, 
in  Yorkshire.     At   Weston,   in   Derbyshire,  and  other  places,  the  claim   to   hold   a 
market  under  a  charter  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  suflBicient 
concourse  of  people.     At  Bedford  the  burgesses  claimed  to  have  a  merchant  guild,  land 
that  no  one  outside  the  guild  should  be  permitted  to  trade.     At  Derby  the  merchant 
guild  was  forbidden,  for  the  future,  to  oppress  the  people  under  colour  of  a  right  of 
pre-emption.     The  prior  of  Dunstable  proved  a  right  to  have  the  town  market,  with 
all  free  customs  under  a  charter,  proviaing  that  "  all  who  come  to  the  market  should 
"  have  free  peace  in  going   and  coming  under  a  penalty  of  lOZ."     The  Abbot  of 
Keynesham  claimed  a  Thursday  market  and  a  fair  on  St.  Oswald's  Day  at  Marshfield, 
and  asserted  his  right  to  the  franchises  of  tumbril,  pillory,  and  assize  of  bread  and  ale, 
by  virtue  of  the  grant  of  the  market  and  fair,  and  the  claim  was  allowed.     Other  cases 
of  a  right  to  have  a  pillory  and  other  means  of  corporal  punishment  and  to  take  on 
market  days  the  assize  of  bread  and  beer  in  right  of  a  market  franchise  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix ;'   and  in   a   plea   referred  to   in  the  Abbreviatio   Placitorum  for 
17  Bdw.  I.  the  same  rule  appears  to  have  beeh  followed.    But  there  are  other  instances 
showing  that  these  franchises  were  more  generally  treated  as  rights  to  be  established 
by  another  title,  and  as  belonging  to  a  court  leet  rather  than  to  a  fair  or  market. 

Under  the  head  of  Bakewell  in  Derbyshire  an  entry  occurs  which  may  be  taken  as 
an  example  of  many  others  in  which  the  judges  intervened  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
toll  which  might  properly  be  taken.  The  claim  in  that  manor  was  to  take  as  tdUs  on 
market  days  for  every  horse,  ox,  or  cow  sold  Id,  from  the  seller,  and  a  like  amount 
from  the  buyer,  and  the  same  for  a  horse-load  of  merchandise  or  for  four  sheep,  the 
amounts  being  doubled  at  fair  time.  When  the  market  was  forfeited  into  the  King^s 
hands  for  misuser,  the  owner  of  the  franchise  was  compelled  to  reduce  the  scale  of 
charges  on  the  ground  that  they  were  **  superfluous  and  unjust  and  to  the  oppression 
of  the  people  and  against  the  common  law."  And  he  agreed  to  take  for  the  future  %bt 
more  than  Id.  from  the  buyer  in  each  of  the  cal^s  named,  either  at  market  or  fair. 

In  several  cases  the  proceedings  on  Quo  Warranto  contain  references  to  the  control 
of  weights  and  moMures.  Many  claims  to  keep  private  standards,  such  as  the  gallon, 
pottle,  and  quart,  are  dealt  with,  sometimes  in  connexion  with  markets  and  fairs,  but  more 
often  the  control  of  weights  and  measures  is  claimed  in  connexion  with  a  court-leet. 

The  same  volume  also  contains  an  account  of  pi*oceedings  taken  on  Quo  Warrantd  in 
the  county  of  Cardigan  in  the  18th  year  of  Edward  III.,  showing  the  way  in  Which 
markets  were  at  that  time  conducted  in  the  Welsh  towns. 

The  borough  records  of  Nottingham  contain  entries  dating  from  the  end  of  the 
14th  century,  which  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  mode  in  which  an  ordinary  market  was 
regulated  at  that  time,  and  to  supplement  the  evidence  which  is  afforded  by  the 
Hundred  Rolls  and  the  proceedings  on  Quo  Warranto.  The  roll  of  presentments  at  the 
&reat  Toum  for  1395  contains  a  list  of  the  various  offences  relating  to  marketing, 
which  were  then  commonly  charged  against  the  traders  of  Nottingham.  The  brewers 
are  charged  because  they  brew  against  the  assi25e  and  ^  sell  with  cups  and  dishes.'* 
The  bakers  take  too  much  from  the  common  people  for  the  baking  of  bread,  to  wit, 
l^rf.  for  a  bushel,  that  is  6d.  for  a  quarter  of  a  gallon,  whereas  they  only  ought  to 
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take  4rf.  for  a  quarter.  The  butchers  sell  meat  which  has  been  kept  too  long  and  is 
corrupt.  The  fishermen  keep  their  fish  too  long,  and  are  common  forestallers  of  fish. 
The  tavemers  do  not  set  the  assize  according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  mayor.  Other 
traders  sell  garlic,  tallow  candles,  butter,  and  cheese  too  dear,  against  the  provisions  of 
the  statute,  and  as  common  forestallers  stand  outside  in  the  roads  where  such  things 
come  to  be  sold.  The  tanners  sell  leather  not  well  tanned,  and  each  of  them  sells 
leather  within  his  house  without  the  view  of  the  market  and  without  being  placed  in 
the  market  for  sale.  The  innkeepers  harbour  guests  against  the  assize,*  and  each  of 
them  sells  within  his  house  hay,  provender,  and  other  victuals  for  men  and  horses 
without  assize  thereof  taken,  to  the  deception  of  the  people.  The  apothecaries  sell 
spice  by  unlawful  weight,  not  keeping  the  standard,  and  they  garble  old  spices  with 
new,  against  the  form  of  the  statute.  The  presentment  as  to  "  brewers  who  sell  with 
cups  and  dishes,''  is  explained  by  later  entries  as  referring  to  cups  and  dishes 
"  unsealed,"  that  is  to  say,  not  marked  with  the  seal  of  the  town  as  corresponding 
to  the  standard.* 

The  offence  of  forestalling  was  corrected  by  seizure  of  the  trader's  stock  :  there  is, 
for  example,  an  entry  under  the  date  of  1396,  in  the  same  records,  to  the  effect  that 
certain  persons  in  the  Saturday  market  before  the  proper  hour  bought  four  quarters  of 
com  to  the  prejudice  of  the  market  folk,  and  that  upon  complaint  being  made  the 
mayor's  bailiff*  went  to  the  house  in  which  the  said  corn  was  garnered,  and  seized  it  for 
the  use  of  the  town  and  according  to  the  proclamation,  and  thereupon  the  forestallers 
came  to  the  Common  Hall  and  paid  a  fine  of  lis.  8d, 

Among  other  collections  of  records  from  which  information  may  be  derived  as  to  the 
history  of  the  English  markets,  we  may  mention  the  collection  of  Inquisitions  ad  quod 
damnum,  extending  over  the  period  from  the  first  year  of  Edward  II.  to  the  38th  year 
of  Henry  VI.,  of  which  a  calendar  was  published  by  the  Record  Commissioners  in 
1803 :  the  special  commissions  and  depositions  taken  on  commission  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  other  Exchequer  records,  as  to  which  Martin's  Index  should  be 
consulted :  and  the  Parliamentary  Surveys  of  Crown  and  Church  Lands  taken  between 
1649  and  1653,  under  an  Ordinance  of  the  Commonwealth.  Extracts  from  the  Calendar 
of  the  Chancery  Series  of  Privy  Seal  Documents,  and  from  Palmer's  Index  to  the 
Grants  of  Markets  appearing  on  the  Patent  Rolls,  Close  Rolls,  and  Gascony  Rolls 
between  the  first  year  of  King  John  and  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  form  part 
of  the  Appendix,  in  which  will  also  be  found  a  collection  of  the  extracts  relating  to 
markets  in  the  account  of  London  customs  preserved  in  the  Liber  Albus. 

The  English  market  system  grew  up  by  means  of  royal  grants  of  monopolies  to 
individuals ;  even  when  the  franchise  was  enjoyed  by  a  corporation  its  origin  was 
independent  in  theory  of  the  ordinary  municipal  privileges ;  but  in  Scotland  a  different 
system  prevailed.  The  right  of  market  appears  there  as  one  of  the  ordinary  privileges 
of  a  trading  town.  Each  town  received  from  the  Crown  in  very  early  times  monopolies 
of  buying  and  selling  within  a  considerable  tract  of  country.  Perth,  for  example, 
had  a  privilege  of  this  kind  throughout  the  whole  county.  The  royal  burgh  of 
Rutherglen  had  by  a  charter,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  David  I.  (A.D.  1124-1153), 
rights  of  taking  toll  and  exclusive  decJing  over  the  district  where  Glasgow  afterwards 
rose.  In  the  12th  century,  and  probably  before  it,  the  town  of  Inverkeithing  had 
exclusive  rights  of  levying  toll  on  all  sales  "  from  the  water  of  Leven  to  the  water  of 
Devon,"  a  tract  which  includes  the  sites  of  Kinross,  Kinghorn,  Kirkcaldy,  Dysart,  and 
Burntisland.  The  monopoly  of  Edinburgh  extended  "  from  Edgebucklin  Brae  to  the 
water  of  Almond."  Aberdeen  and  Inverness  in  the  same  way  were  centres  of  trading 
districts.  The  whole  valley  of  the  Clyde  appears  to  have  been  parcelled  out  among 
four  or  five  burghs,  which  were  continually  encroaching  on  one  another  in  early  times. 
It  seems  to  have  been,  in  fact,  a  settled  policy  as  early  as  the  reigns  of  David  I.  and 
William  the  Lion  to  concentrate  the  control  of  mercantile  transactions  in  the  hands  of 
the  burgh  communities. 

Before  the  time  of  David  (from  A.D.  1124)  the  rise  of  these  communities  is  obscure; 
but  it  is  plain  that,  though  he  fostered  them,  he  was  not  in  any  sense  the  founder  of 
the  leading  towns.  His  charters  to  Dunfermline  and  other  documents  of  his  reignf 
show  that  "The  Free  Hanse"  of  the  northern  burghs  (which  probably  included 
Aberdeen,  Banff",  Elgin,  Forres,  Nairn,  and  Inverness)  was  in  existence  before  the  year 
1124,  and  the  royal  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Perth,  Haddington,  Roxburgh, 

*  Beferenoes  to  this  practice  will  be  found  at  p.  11  n  and  p.  28. 

t  See  the  extracts  from  Scottish  charters  in  the  Appendix,  and  the  very  complete  collections  of  records 
relating  to  the  ancient  Scottish  burghs,  published  by  the  "  Scottish  Burgh  Eecords  Society." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aEPORT.  27 

and  Dunfermline  were  already  organised  as  municipal  bodies  with  oflBoers  of  their 


own.* 


The  most  remarkable  proof  of  the  importance  and  early  development  of  these 
communities  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  very  ancient  code  styled  the  "  Leges  Burgorum 
Scotie/'  This  collection  of  customs  or  laws^is  preserved  in  a  series  of  MSS.,  some 
of  them  as  early  as  the  12th  century,  designed  for  use  as  legal  formularies  and  text 
books  for  professional  use.  Its  description  according  to  the  title  in  the  earliest  texts 
is  *'  The  Laws  and  Customs  of  the  Four  Burghs,  Edinburgh,  Roxburgh,  Berwick,  and 
"  Stirling,  settled,  published,  and  confirmed  by  King  David."  It  is  evident  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  document  that  it  was  not  in  any  way  a  matter  of  new  enactment, 
but  was  the  result  of  an  attempt  to  reduce  to  writing  the  customary  law  administered 
by  the  Parjiament  of  the  Four  Burghs. 

It  may  also  be  noticed  that  the  code  shows  by  references  in  the  text  itself  (as  for 
example,  caps.  101,  115)  that  certain  matters  had  been  ''  determined"  by  an  "  assize 
held  at  Newcastle,"  meaning  apparently  that  a  conference  had  been  held  there  to 
clear  up  disputes  as  to  those  parts  of  the  customary  law  which  was  common  to  the 
Scottish  and  northern  English  towns.  The  government  of  "The  Four  Burghs" 
appears  to  have  been  modelled  on  that  of  Berwick,f  and  Berwick  itself  was  intimately 
connected  with  Newcastle.  { 

We  may  select  the  following  examples  from  the  provisions  of  the  code  relating  to 
trade.§  The  ninth  chapter  provides  that,  excepting  salt  and  herrings,  all  merchandise 
coming  in  ships  must  be  brought  to  land  to  be  sold,  the  object  being  to  preserve  the 
monopoly  of  the  burgh  shopkeeper  against  interference  by  direct  traffic  on  board  ship. 
A  further  provision  as  to  the  same  monopoly  is  to  be  found  in  cap.  16,  to  the  effect 
that  no  stranger  or  "uncouth  merchant"  might  buy  wool  or  hides  or  any  other 
merchandise  outside  a  burgh  on  any  terms,  nor  within  the  burgh,  unless  it  were  of  a 
burgess.  This  was  intended  to  prevent  the  country  population  from  dealing  with 
strangers  otherwise  than  through  the  intervention  of  the  middlemen  in  the  towns.  The 
same  policy  appears  in  the  code  of  WiUiam  the  Lion,  which  added  a  provision  that 
no  stranger  merchant  importing  merchandise  should  be  allowed  to  "  cut  cloth  or 
sell  in  pennyworths,"  but  only  by  wholesale,  and  then  only  to  the  burghers;  and 
directed  that  "  no  prelate  or  churchman,  nor  any  earl,  baron,  or  secular  person  shall 
presume  to  buy  wool,  skins,  hides,  or  such  like  merchandise,"  except  from  the 
merchants  of  the  burghs  within  whose  liberty  they  reside,  and  that  by  the  King's 
command  ''  these  and  all  kinds  of  merchandise  shall  be  presented  at  the  market  and 
"  market  cross  of  their  burghs,  and  shall  there  be  first  offered  at  the  lowest  price  to 
"  the  merchants  of  these  burghs,  effectuously  without  fraud." 

Provision  was  made  for  the  holding  of  the  assize  of  bread  and  ale  by  the  borough- 
reeve  ;  and  another  chapter  provided  for  the  payment  by  every  "  stallanger  "  of  a  toll 
of  A(J.  every  market  day,  "  and  the  mercer  that  has  his  booth  covered  in  the  market  on 
"  the  mai^ket  day  shall  give  ^.  to  the  borow-greff  for  custom,  and  he  that  has  not  his 
**  booth  covered  shall  pay  a  farthing." 

*  The  oondition  of  the  Scottish  trading  burghs  in  the  12th  century  is  illustrated  by  the  charters  of 
David  L  The  great  charter  of  Holyrood,  about  A.D.  1 148-7,  contains  a  grant  to  the  canons  of  Edinbur^ 
of  100*.  yearly,  '*  de  cano  meo  de  Pert,"  from  the  first  ships  which  should  come  to  Perth  for  trade,  "  and  if  by 
**  chance  the  ships  do  not  come,  then  40*.  from  mj  i-ont  of  Edinburgh  [Edwinesburg],  and  from  Stirling 
**  [Striveline]  20*.,  and  from  Perth  40*.,  and  one  toft  in  Stirling,  and  the  draught  of  one  net  for  fishing,"  &c. 
This  *'  canum  "  was  an  exaction  claimed  by  the  King  in  kind  as  a  provision  of  food  tor  the  royal  residence. 
In  another  charter,  dating  from  1129-30,  the  King  mentions  Berwick,  Roxburgh,  Haddington,  Edinburgh, 
Linlithgow,  and  Stirling  as  existing  towns  in  which  he  grants  dwelling  sites,  or  "  mansurae,"  to  the  church, 
and  he  also  gives  ^  ^ve  marks  of  silver  yearly  for  their  clothing  from  the  first  ship  which  shall  come  to 
Stirling  or  to  Perth."  Another  charter  shows  that  the  burgage  rents,  or  **  maills,"  were  at  first  accounted 
for  ^  as  the  pennies  came  in,"  by  the  provost. 

t  When  Bishop  Robert  of  St.  Andrew's  was  founding  a  new  burgh  at  the  seat  of  his  bishopric  by  the 
license  of  David  1.,  he  obtained  the  services  of  Mainard  the  Fleming,  late  a  burgess  of  Berwick,  to  be  the 
prtepotitus  of  the  new  town*  As  to  the  wealth  of  Berwick,  it  is  said,  that  in  1156  a  single  merchant  of  that 
town,  by  name  Cnut,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  14  ships  of  war  to  rescue  his  wife  from  Earl  Erlend  of  the  Orkneys ; 
and  it  is  recorded  that  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  111.  the  King's  customs  at  Berwick  were  farmed  for  the 
enormous  sum  of  2,190/.  8*.  per  annum,  which  was  as  much  as  one-fourth  of  the  ordinary  farm  of  the  whole 
customs  of  England  at  the  same  date.  Roxburgh  was  a  royal  residence  and  a  place  of  importance  as  early 
as  the  time  of  the  war  between  Earl  David  and  Stephen.  See  Robertson's  Early  Kings  of  Scotland,  i.,  197, 
ii.,  172. 

X  King  John's  charter  of  confirmation .  to  Newcastle  in  1216  refers  to  their  privileges  as  '<  following  the 
ancient  custom  of  Winchester,"  which  was  confirmed  by  a  charter  of  Henry  I.,  and  was  adopted  sls  a  precedent 
in  many  other  towns.  It  may  be  inferred,  therefore,  that  the  customs  defined  in  the  ''  Leges  Quatuor 
Burgorum  '^  did  not  differ  essentially  from  those  of  many  of  the  English  boroughs. 

§  The  portions  of  the  text  which  relate  to  markets  and  fiurs  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  in  full,  and 
the  whole  code  is  contained  in  YoL  I.  of  the  publications  of  the  Scottish  Burgh  Records  Society. 
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The  special  regulations  as  to  the  control  of  weights  and  measures,  always  a  main 
part  of  the  business  of  a  well  ordered  market,  are  contained  in  chapter  48,  which 
provides  that  "  every  burgess  may  have  in  his  house  a  [bushel]  measure  to  mete  out  his 
"  com,  and  an  ell-wand,  and  a  stone  and  pound-weight  for  weighing  [la^ddem  et  pondus 
"  ad  ponderandtm] :  and  all  the  measiires  and  stones  for  weighing  shall  be  marked 
"  with  the  seal  of  the  burgh ;  and  whoever  is  found  with  sr  false  weight  or  measure 
"  shall  be  under  forfeit/*  or,  as  the  Scotch  text  has  it,  shall  pay  the  full  amercement 
of  8s.  Other  chapters  make  provision  as  to  the  customs  conteolling  ^*  hucksters,"  and 
especially  the  sellers  of  fish,  as  to  an  annual  rent  of  4d,  from  everyone  who  got  the 
reeve's  license  to  brew,  as  to  those  who  kept  ovens,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  meat  trade, 
as  to  forestalling  and  as  to  the  exclusion  of  working  dyers,  butchers,  and  leather- 
workers  from  the  merchant  guild ;  and  one  chapter  goes  so  far  as  to  provide  that  "  if 
"  any  kemstaris  (pectrices)  leave  the  burgh  while  Acre  is  work  to  be  had  and  go  to 
'*  upland  men,  they  shall  be  taken  and  imprisoned/' 

A  charter  granted  by  Alexander  11.  to  the  borough  of  Aberdeen  in  the  year  1222 
affords  some  valuable  irrformation  as  to  the  monopolies  then  belonging  to  the  leading 
mercantile  class,  and  the  scanty  benefits  which  were  thought  sufficient  for  the 
"  foreigner "  and  the  ordinary  inhabitant.  The  principal  passages  of  this  import^iptt 
record  are  as  follows:  "Know  all  men  present  and  to  come  that  I  have  granted,  &o., 
"  to  my  burgh  and  to  my  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  the  rights  and  privileges  that  my 
"  predecessors  granted  to  the  burgh  and  to  the  burgesses  of  Perth,  that  is  to  say,  to 
'•  hold  their  market  on  Saturday  in  every  week :  apd  I  have  rightly  given  ray  sure 
"  protection  to  all  good  men  who  shall  come  to  that  market,  and  I  forbid  anyone 
*'  wrongously  to  inflict  injury  or  annoyance,  or  inconvenience  upon  them  while  coming 
**  to  market  or  while  returning,  on  pain  of  my  full  forfeiture.  I  also  strictly  forbid 
"  any  stranger  merchant  to  buy  or  to  sell  anything  within  the  Sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen 
"  outwith  my  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  in  despite  of  my  protection.  But  stranger 
'^  merchants  are  to  bring  their  merchandise  to  my  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  and  there  sdl 
**  the  same  and  receive  their  money.  If,  however,  any  sfa^angor  merchant  shall,^  in 
**  despite  of  my  protection,  be  found  within  the  Sheriffdom '  of  Aberdeen  buying  or 
**  selling  anything,  he  is  to  be  apprehended,  and  kept  in  custody  until  I  shall  have 
**  declared  my  pleasure  regarding  him.  I  likewise  strictly  forbid  any  stranger 
'*  merchant  to  cut  his  cloth  for  sale  in^the  market  of  Aberdeen;  save  from  the  day  of 
"  the  Ascension  of  Our  Lord  to  the  Feast  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula,  between  which 
"  terms  it  is  my  will  that  they  cut  their  cloth  for  sale  in  the  market  of  Aberdeen,  and 
"  there  buy  and  sell  their  cloth  tod  other  merchandise,  in  cominon  with  my  burgesses 
**  in  like  maimer  as  my  proper  burgesses ;  saving  my  rights.  I  likewise  grant  to  the 
"  same  my  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  that  they  have  their  merchant  guild,  the  waulkers 
"  and  weavers  being  excluded.  Wherefore  I  strictly  forbid  anyone  within  'the 
"  Sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen  to  presume  to  make  cloth,  dyed  or .  shorn,  on  pain  of  my 
"  full  forfeiture.  If,  however,  any  person's  dyed  or  shorn  cloth  shall  be  f<)utid  made 
"  in  despite  of  this  protection,  I  command  my  sheriff  to  seize  the  cloth,  and-t?o  do 
"  therewith  as  was  the  custom  in  the  time  of  King  David,  my  great  grandfather. 
"  I  likewise  strictly  forbid  any  stranger  outwith  mv  burgh  of  Aberdeen  to  buy  or  to 
"  sell  hides  or  wool  save  withiji  my  burgh  of  ADerdeeri,  -without  prejudice  to  the 
"  privileges  and  free  usages,  which  before  this  grant  WQre  tiesto wed  on  other  biirghs 
"  and  burgesses  within  the  bailiwick  of  Aberdeen." 

The  general  marketing  arrangements  of  the  Scottish  towns  in  the  14th  century  may 
be  conveniently  illustrated  by  a  charter  of  David  11.,  in  which  he  confirmed  to  all  his 
burgesses  the  fraAchise  of  buying  and  selling  freely  everywhere  within  the  limits  of 
their  burghs,  and  forbade  any  of  them  to  buy  or  sell  within  the  limits  of  the  franchise 
of  another  burgh,  except  with  due  license.  He  also  prohibited  all  persons,  including 
"  as  well  bishops,  priors,  and  persons  ecclesiastical,  as  earls,  barons  and*  other  secular 
lords,"  from  buying  wool,  hides,  or  other  merchandise  on  any  pretence  whatever  an^ 
from  selling  the  same  in  any  way  except  to  the  merchants  of  the  burgh  within  whose 
limits  they  resided  ;  and  he  directed  that  they  should  present  all  their  lawful 
merchandise  at  the  Mercat  Cross  of  the  burgh,  so  that  the  merchants  might  buy,  and 
should  there  effectually  proffer  it,  paying  th^e  King's  custom.  At  the  same  t,ime  th^ 
King  prohibited  all  stranger -merchants  coming  with  ships  and  merchandise  o£.  any 
kind,  from  selling  the  same  in  any  way  except  to  the  merchants  of  the  bui^h,  on- pain 
of  forfeiting  the  King's  protection  altogether.  '^ 

The  tracing  privileges  of  the  Burghs  of  Barony,  which  were  burghs  fpuiided  by 
private  lords  on  their  own  lands,  arose  by  means  of  exemptions  under  the  King's 
authority  from  the  exclusive  rights  of  the  royal  buirghs  wh.idi'had  beeri  foundedtm  the 
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demesnes  of  the  Crown.  By  means  of  such  ex^xtptiOn  tjbbej  soon  obtained  the  same 
trading  privileges  las  the  o&er  municipalitiies.  Thus  William  the  Lion  granted  to  the 
Abbot  of  Kelso  market  rights  in  his  town,  except  on  the  day  fized  for  market  at 
Roxburgh,  the  town  of  iSelso  being  within  the  territory  allotted  to  Roxburgh  for 
trading  purposes.  The  largest  commercial  town  in  Scotland  arose  out  of  a  similar 
licence  for  the  erection  of  a  market  town,  Glasgow  having  been  before  that  time 
nothing  more  than  the  seat  of  a  bishopric,  a  great  part  of  the  estates  of  which,  for 
trading  purposes,  formed  part  of  the  territories  of  the  royal  burgh  of  Rutherglen.* 

The  development  of  the  system  of  market  rights  in  Ireland  was  considerably 
influenced  by  the  special  circumstances  of  Irish  history.  The  first  urban  settlements 
appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  Danes,  who  founded  Dublin  in  the  year  840,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  next  century  a  number  of  commercial  towns  grew  up  under  the 
Danish  rule  along  the  Irish  coast,  including  Limerick,  Waterford,  Wexford,  Cork, 
Oarlingford,  Strangford,  and  Lame,  besides  two  subordinate  ports  at  Arklow  and 
WicMow  belonging  to  the  kingdom  of  Dublin. 

Dublin  was  a  place  of  considerable  commercial  importance,  and  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  a  special  tirade  with  Bristol.  Some  of  the  other  towns,  as  Waterf  ord  and  Limerick, 
were  at  one  time  almost  independent  kingdoms,  but  we  know  little  of  the  internal 
or^nisation  of  these  communities  before  the  Norman  invasion. 

The  earliest  traces  of  English  influence  are  to  be  found  in  a  few  charters  and  patents 
granted  by  Henry  11.  and  Henry  HI.,  and  by  John,  as  Lord  of  Ireland,  before  as  well 
as  after  his  accession  to  the  English  throne,  transcripts  of  which  are  preserved  at  the 
Irish  Record  OflSce  (in  a  roll  entitled ''Chartae  Antiquissimae")  and  among  the  city 
archives  at  Dublin.  One  of  the  earliest  is  a  charter  of  Henry  II.,  dated  in  1171, 
granting  his  city  of  Dublin  to  the  men  of  Bristol,  to  inhabit  and  hold  it,  with  all  the 
Gberties  and  free  customs  which  they  had  at  Bristol  and  throughout  the  realm. 
Bristol  seems  to* have  become  a  type  for  the  Irish  boroughs  in  the  same  way  as 
Newcastle  was  the  model  for  the  Scottish  municipalities.  A  charter  granted  by  John, 
as  Lord  of  Ireland,  in  1192  (which  will  be  foimd  with  others  in  the  Appendix)  shows 
the  character  of  the  liberties  then  enjoyed  by  the  burgesses  of  Dublin.  The  citizens 
were  to  be  impleaded  only  in  the  Hundred-court  of  the  city,  and  were  to  be  free  of  toll 
and  passage,  and  pontage,  and  all  other  customs  throughout  the  whole  realm  of 
Ireland.  The  amercements  at  the  Hundred-court  included  a  fine  of  2^.  6d.  for  breach 
of  the  assize  of  bread  and  ale.  No  foreign  merchant  was  to  buy  com,  hides,  or  wool 
within  the  city  except  of  citizens,  nor  to  have  a  tavemf  for  sale  of  wine  (except  on 
shipboard  and  after  prisage  taken  by  the  King),  nor  to  sell  cloth  by  retail,  nor.  to  tarry 
for  sale  of  goods  .beyond  40  days.  The  liberties  of  Bristol  as  to  guilds  and  other 
matters  were  confirmed  to  the  citizens,  and  the  tenures  themselves  within  the  bounds 
were  granted  to  them  in  burgage,  to  dispose  of  them  by  the  common  assent  of  the 
community,  by  service  of  **  landgable,"  with  full  liberty  to  approve  and  build  at  their 
'  pleasure. 

After  the  introduction  of  the  Norman  forms  of  tenure,  the  existing  letters  patent 
show  how  the  lands  and  dominions  of  the  Irish  chiefs  were  dealt  with  by  the  English 
law.  Grants  of  markets  and  fairs  in  the  English  form  were  not  uncommon,  and  at  a 
later  period  they  formed  a  considerable  source  of  revenue  for  the  Crown. 

During  the  long  prevalence  of  the  civil  wars,  many  of  the  original  grants  of 
market  and  fair  must  have  come  to  nothing,  and  we  know  that  even  within  the  Pale 
the  towns  were  for  a  long  period  in  a  state  of  decay :  but  whenever  quiet  was  restored 
in  any  part,  fresh  grants  were  made  by  the  Crown,  and  about  the  10th  year  of  James  L, 
no  less  than  40  towns  were  incorporated  with  a  grant  of  municipal  franchises.  The 
tolls  taken  in  the  Irish  towns  seem  to  have  been  heavy  and  in  many  cases  oppressive,  as 
will  appear  by  a  series  of  entries  in  the  Journals  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons 
between  1635  and  1642,  extracts  from  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  where  also 
will  be  found  a  docquet  of  the  customs  taken  at  Dublin  in  1763. 

It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  deal  with  the  history  of  fairs  and  markets  in 
such  districts  as  the  Palatinates  of  Durham  and  Chester,  the  Duchies  of  Lancaster  and 
Cornwall,  and  the  Lordships  Marchers  on  the  borders  of  Wales,  the  grantees  of  the 
jura  regalia  in  such  cases  having  usually  adopted  the  ordinary  English  forms  in  dealing 
with  franchises  of  this  kind.  In  Ireland,  as  we  have  seen,  the  English  model  was 
followed.     In  Scotland  the  market  system  was  established  on  a  different  basis,  the 

•  Other  instances  of  burghs  of  this  dass  founded  by  ecclesiastical  lords  were  St.  Andrew's,  Dunkeld«  and 
Dunblane,  founded  by  bishops ;  and  Arbroath,  Jedburgh,  and  Dunfermline  founded  by  leligious  houses. 

t  We  learn  by  another  charter  of  the  same  reign  that  the  King  took  a  certain  '♦  custom  "  of  all  beer  and  mead 
sold  in  the  taverns  at  Dublin. 
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trading  privileges  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  ordinary  incidents  of  municipal  life. 
The  result  of  the  investigation  of  the  charters  and  records  relating  to  fairs  and  markets 
in  England  is  to  make  it  apparent  that  the  law  and  practice  as  to  these  privileges 
became  settled  very  much  m  their  modem  form  by  means  of  the  inquests  and 
proceedings  which  commenced  as  soon  as  the  royal  power  was  firmly  established.  The 
later  charters  show  little  variation  from  the  ancient  methods,  though  it  became  usual 
to  define  the  details  with  greater  precision  after  the  time  of  Charles  II.  The  modem 
changes  in  the  system  have  been  in  the  direction  of  transferring  the  control  of  markets 
from  private  individuals  to  public  bodies.  Where  sufficient  market  rights  were  not 
given  in  the  charters  of  incorporation,  the  municipalities  have,  in  a  great  number  of 
cases,  acquired  the  privilege  by  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  purchase  from  private 
owners,  and  in  other  cases  bodies  of  commissioners  or  trustees  have  been  invested  with 
similar  rights,  but  no  legislation  on  the  subject  of  any  general  importance  took  place 
before  the  present  reign. 

Charles  Elton. 

b.  f.  c.  costbllob, 

Assistant  Commissioner. 
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Trajisulted  Extracts  from  the  Early  English  Lavs.  Cap.  16.  If  any  Kentish   man   buy  a   chattel   in 

Lun(]ten  Wic,  let  him  then  have  two  or  three  true  men 

Laws  of  Ina.    (A.D.  688-693).  to  witness,  or  the  King's wic-reeve.    If  it  be  afterwards 

Cap.  20.  H  a  far-coming  man  or  a  stranger  journey  ^^^^^^  of  J^®,^^^.^^  ?®°*'  1®^  ^°?  *i®^  "^9^^^  tl^e 

through  a  wood  out' of  the  highway,  and  neither  shout  5?"  T'^^  ??  .i.*t*^,  ^^°^  ^'  warranty,  in  the  wic  at  the 

nor  blow  his  horn,  he  is  to  be  held  for  a  thief,  either  King's  haU  if  he  know  him,  and  can  bnng  him  to  the 

to  be  slain  or  redeemed.  warranty ;  if  he  cannot  do  that,  let  him  prove  at  the 

Cap.  26.  "Of  the  journeying  of   chapmen  up  the  ^^*  with  one  of  his  witnesses  or  with  the  King's 

^j^^jijj^ »»                      .F          .^     o               r            r  ^j^  reeve,  that  he  bought  the  chattel  openly  m  the 

If  a  chapman  traffic  up  among  the  people,  let  him  1^^^  with  his  own  property ,  and  then  let  him  be  paid 

do  it  before  witnesses.    If  stolen  property  be  attached  ^^  worth;   but  if  he   cannot  prove  that  by  lawful 

with  a  chapman,  and  he  have.not  bought  it  before  good  ave^mept,  let  him  give  it  up,  and  let  the  owner  take 

witnesses,  let  him  prove  according  to  the  wUe  that  possession  of  it. 
he  was  neither  privy  [to  the  theft]  nor  thief,  or  pay 

as  wite  36  shillings.  Laws  of  Alfred  (between  A.D.  885  and  901).  ^ 

-          ,  —                          T,              /W:       «^o  A  TV  V  Cap.  34.  "  Of  Chapmen."    It  is  also  directed  to  Ohap- 

Laws  of  Hlothhabre  and  Eadric.    (Circa  673  A.D.)  ^en  that  they  bring  up  the  men  whom  they  take  up 

Cap.  15.  If  a  man  entertain  a  stranger  for  three  with  them  [on an ''upland"  journey]  before  the  King^ 

nights  at  his  own  home,  a  chapman  or  any  other  that  reeve  at  the  folc-mote,  and  let  it  be  stated  how  many  of 

has  come  over  the  march,  and  then  feed  him  with  them  there  are ;  and  let  them  take  such  men  with  them  as 

his  own  food,  and  then  he  do  harm  to  any  man,  let  the  they  may  be  able  afterwards  to  present  for  justice  at 

man  bring  the  other  to  justice  or  do  justice  for  him.  the  folc-mote ;  and  when  they  have  need  of  more  men 
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up  with  them  on  their  journey  let  them  always  declare 
it,  as  often  as  their  need  may  be,  to  the  King's  reeve, 
in  presence  of  the  G^mot. 

Laws  of  Bdwabd  the  Elder  (A.D.  901-924). 

Cap.  1.  "  Of  Cheaping."  And  I  will  that  every  man 
have  his  warrantor,  and  that  no  man  buy  out  of  port, 
but  have  the  portreeve's  witness  or  that  of  other  unlying 
men  [tmgeUgenna  m(mna]  whom  one  may  believe. 

Ajid  if  anyone  buy  out  of  i)ort,  then  let  him  incur  the 
King's  Oferhymess  [i.e.,  the  fine  of  10#.  for  contempt], 
and  let  the  warranty  nevertheless  go  foryrard,  until  it 
be  known  where  it  shall  stop. 

AJso  we  have  ordained,  that  he  who  shbuld  vouch  to 
warranty  should  have  unlying  witness  [ungeUgene 
gemtnesse]  to  the  effect  that  ^e  rightfully  vouched  it, 
or  should  bring  forward  an  oath  which  he  who  made 
the  claim  might  believe. 

Laws  of  Edward  and  Guthrum  (circa  A.D.  906). 

Cap.  7.  If  anyone  engage  in  Sunday  marketing  let 
him  forfeit  the  chattel  and  12  *  ores  *  among  the  Danes 
and  ZOs.  among  the  English. 

Laws  of  Athelstan. 
[n.]  Witan  of  Greatanlea  (circa  A.D.  925). 

Cap.  1.  First,  that  no  thief  be  spared  who  may 
bo  taken  liamdrhaebheade  [with  the  stolen  property  in 
his  hands]  above  12  years  and  above  M.y  ana  it  anyone 
do  so  let  him  pay  for  the  thief  according  to  his  were, 
and  let  it  not  be  the  more  settled  for  the  thief,  or  that 
he  clear  himself  thereby.  But  if  he  will  defend  him- 
self and  flees  away  then  let  him  not  be  spared  .  .  . 
(provisions  follow  as  to  release  at  120».  on  kindred  being 
surety  for  good  behaviour). 

Cap.  3.  .  .  .  And  the  lord  who  is  privy  to  his 
theow's  theft,  and  it  is  made  manifest  a^mst  him,  let 
him  forfeit  the  theow  and  be  liable  in  his  were  for  the 
first  time.  If  he  do  so  oftener,  let  him  be  liable  in  all 
that  he  has ;  and  also  such  of  the  King's  horderes  [house- 
hold] or  of  our  reeves  as  have  been  privv  to  the  thieves 
who  have  stolen,  let  him  be  subject  to  the  like. 

[II.]  Cap.  10.  Let  no  man  exchange  (liwyi-fe)  any 
property  without  the  witness  of  the  reeve  or  of  the 
mass-priest  or  of  the  lord  of  the  land,  or  of  the  hordere 
or  of  other  unlying  man.  If  anyone  do  so,  let  him 
give  30«.,  and  let  the  lord  take  provision  of  the 
exchange. 

Cap,  12.  And  we  have  ordained  that  no  man  buy  any 
property  out  of  port  over  20  pence ;  but  let  him  buy 
therewithin,  on  the  witness  of  the  portreeve  or  of 
another  unlying  man ;  or  further  on  the  witness  of  l^e 
reeves  at  the  folc-mote. 

Cap.  13.  And  we  ordain  that  every  burh  be  repaired 
14  days  over  Bogation  Days ;  and  secondly,  that  every 
marketing  be  within  port. 

Cap.  14.  Thirdly,  that  there  b^  one  money  over  all 
the  King's  dominions,  and  that  no  man  mint  except 
within  port,  and  if  the  moneyer  be  guilty,  let  the  hand 
be  struck  off  with  which  he  wrought  that  offence,  &c. 

Cap.  24.  And  he  who  buys  property  with  witness 
and  is  after  obliged  to  vouch  it  to  warrantv,  then  let 
him  receive  the  warranty  from  the  person  from  whom 
he  before  had  bought.    .    •    • 

And  that  no  marketing  be  on  Sundays,  but  if  anyone 
do  so  let  him  forfeit  the  goods  and  pay  30».  as  vnte, 

[III.]  IV.  Witan  of  Thunreflfeld. 

Cap.  2.  First  of  all  that  all  the  dooms  which  were 
laid  down  at  Greatanlea  be  kept,  except  the  buying  in 
port  and  on  the  Sunday. 

Laws  of  Badmund  (A.D.  940-946). 

n.  Witan  of  Culinton. 

Cap.  5.  Let  no  one  buy  or  take  unknown  cattle, 
unless  he  has  the  witness  of  the  chief  JshireJ  reeve  or 
of  ^he  [parish]  priest,  or  of  the  ordeal,  or  of  the 
portreeve. 

Laws  op  Eadgar*  (A.D.  959-975). 

II.  Cap.  8.  Let  one  money  pass  throughout  the 
king's  dominion,  and  that  let  no  man  refhse ;  and  let 

*  From  the  Corpus  Christi  MSS.  .388.  These  Uw8  are  attributed  to 
EndRnr  on  Thorpe's  authority. 


one  measure  and  one  weight  pass,  such  as  is  observed 
at  London  and  at  Winchester ;  and  let  the  wey  of  wool 
go  for  120  pence,  and  let  no  man  sell  it  cheaper,  and  if 
anvone  ^elI  it  cheaper,  either  publicly  or  privately,  let 
4a9i  pay  40^.  to  the  King,  both  him  who  sells  it  and 
him  who  buys  it. 

(Suppl.)  Cap.  8.  That  every  man  be  under  horh, 
both  within  the  burhs  and  without  the  burhs ;  and  let 
wibiess  be  appointed  to  every  burh  and  to  every 
hundred. 

Cap.  4.  To  every  burh  let  there  be  chosen  33  as 
witnesses. 

Ci^.  5.  To  small  burhs  and  in  every  hundred  12, 
unless  ye  desire  more. 

Cap.  6.  And  let  every  man  with  his  witnesses  buy 
and  sell  every  of  i&e  chattels  that  he  may  buy  or  sell, 
either  in  »  burh  or  in  a  wapentake;  and  let  every  of 
them,  when  he  is  first  chosen  as  witness,  give  the  oath 
that  he  never,  neither  for  money,  nor  for  love,  nor  for 
fear,  will  deny  any  of  l&ose  thm^  of  which  ht  was 
witness,  nor  declaire  any  other  thing  in  witness  «ave 
that  alone  which  he  saw  or  heard;  and  of  such. sworn 
men  let  there  be  at  every  bargain  two  or  three  as 
witnees. 

Cap.  7.  And  he  who  rides  in  quest  of  any  cattle, 
let  him  declare  to  his  neighbours  about  what  he  rides ; 
and  when  he  comes  home,  let  him  declare  with  whose 
witness  he  bought  the  cattle. 

Oapb  8.  But  if  he  beinjg  out  on  any  journey  unin- 
tentionally make  a  bargain  without  having  decland  it 
when  he  rode  out,  let  him  declare  it  when  he  comes 
home ;  and  if  it  be  Hve  stock  let  him,  with  witness 
of  the  township,  bring  it  to  the  common  pasture.  If 
he  do  not  so  before  five  days,  let  the  townsmen  declare 
it  to  the  ealdor  of  the  hundred  •  •  •  ,  and  let  him 
forfeit  the  cattle,  &c.    .    . 

Cap.  9.  But  if  it  remain  above  five  days  undeclared 
in  the  common  pasture,  let  him  forfeit  the  cattle  and 
let  every  of  the  herdsmen  sufier  .  •  .  and  never- 
theless  let  him  declare  in  whoso  witness  he  bought  the 
cattle. 

Cap.  10.  And  if  he  then  declare  'tiiat  he  bought  it 
with  the  witness  of  those  who  are  named  as  witness 
either  in  burh  or  hundred,  and  the  eaJdor  of  the 
hundred  is  informed  that  it  is  true,  let  him  never- 
theless forfeit  the  cattle  beeause  he  would  not  declare 
it    .    .    k    .    and  let  him  have  no  greater  harm. 

Cap.  11.  But  if  he  declare  that  he  bought  it  with 
witness  and  that  be  false,  let  him  be  as  a  thief  and 
forfeit  his  head  and  all  that  he  owns,  and  let  the  land- 
lord hold  the  stolen  cattle  .  •  till  the  proprietor  is 
informed  of  it  and  with  witness  claims  the  cattle  for 
his  own. 

Laws  of  Abtrelrbd  (A^D.  978-1016). 

I.  Cap.  3.  And  let  no  man  either  buy  or  exchange 
unless  he  have  horh  and  witness ;  but  if  anvone  do  so, 
let  the  land-lord  take  possession  of  and  hold  the 
property  till  that  it  be  known  who  rightfully  owns  it. 


ly.  De  InaUtuHs  Lundonim. 

1.  Ealdredsgate  and  Cripelesgate  were  watched  by 
the  warders. 

2.  At  Billingesgate,  if  a  small  boat  came,  a  halfpenny 
of  toll  was  given ;  but  if  it  were  a  larger  one  and  had 
sails,  then  a  penny.  If  a  keel  or  hulk  come  and  lie 
there,  4(2.  for  toll.  If  a  ship  full  of  timber,  one  balk 
for  toll. 

Toll  of  bread  is  taken  on  three  days  in  the  week- 
Sunday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday. 

When  anyone  oame  up  to  the  Bridge  with  a  boat 
in  which  is  a  cargo  of  fish,  the  fishmonger  g»re  a 
halfpenny  for  toll,  or  for  a  larger  ship  a  penny. 

Men  of  Bouen,  who  came  with  wine  or  dried  fish, 
^ve  a  due  of  69.  for  a  great  ship,  and  one  meacmre 
in  twenty  of  the  fish  itself. 

MOToliantB  of  Flanders  and  of  Ponthieu  [in  FieardyJ, 
and  of  Ncnrmandy  and  of  France,  had  to  show  their 
goods  and  pay  ftdl  toll. 

Men  of  the  Hague  and  Liege  and  Nivelles,  if  tbmr 
passed  through  the  territory,  did  scava^e  and  gave  toll. 

Ar>d  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor,  if  they  oame  in 
their  own  ships,  were  held  worthy  of  all  good  laws 
equally  with  ourselves ;  and  besides  wool  and  tallow 
in  broken  bulk,  it  was  lawful  for  them  to  buy  on  board 
their  own  ships  three  live  pigs.  And  it  was  not  lawful 
for  the  portreeves  to  put  upon  them  any  trading  fine  ; 
and  [they  had  to]  pay  their  own  toll,  and  also  at 
Christmas    two   white   loaves   and    one   brown,    and 
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10  lbs.  of  peppei*,  and  gloved  for  five  men,  and  two 
horse-lanks  fall  of  vinegar,  and  the  like  at  Easter. 

Of  orates  of  hens  carried  on  the  back,  one  hen  was 
the  ton,  and  of  a  crate  of  eggs,  five  eggs  was  the  toll, 
that  is,  if  they  were  coming  to  market. 

Batter  merchants  dealing  ill  cheese  and  batter  paid 
a  peniry  14  days  before  Christmas,  and  another  penny 
seven  <my8  after.  ' 

3.  If  the  portreeve  or  townreeve  or  any  other  reeve 
charge  a  man  with  holding  over  his  toll,  and  the  man 
answer  that  he  has  not  concealed  any  toll  which  he  by 
right  ought  to  pay,  let  him  swear  to  it  with  six  others 
and  be  qtiit. 

If  he  pleads  that  he  has  paid  the  toll,  let  him  find 
^e  man  ne  paid  it  to,  and  so  oe  qnit. 

If  in  this  case  he  cannot  find  the  man  he  paid,  let 
him  render  the  toll  itself  and  pay  52.  to  the  King. 

If  he  vonches  the  catchpoll,  and  says  he  paid  the  toll 
to  him,  and  he  denv  it,  let  him  aphold  his  denial  by 
God*s  jadgment,  ana  in  no  other  way. 

7.  And  we  have  said  of  chapmen  who  bring  false  or 
light  money  into  any  port  that  they  shall  avonch  [the 
former  owner]  if  they  can ;  and  if  they  cannot  they 
shall  be  liable  in  their  weregild  or  in  their  life,  as  the 
King  will,  or  else  let  them  clear  themselves  .  .  . 
by  showing  that  they  did  not  know  of  any  imparity  in  the 
money  they  traded  with,  and  then  they  shall'  have  for 
their  carelessness  this  loss,  that  they  shall  exchange  it 
with  the  appointed  moneyers  for  coin  of  right  weight 
and  assav. 

And  all  portreeves  who  have  been  consenting  to  such 
fraud  are  to  be  liable  to  the  same  panishment  as  the 
false  moneyers,  unless  the  King  give  them  grace,  &c. 


V.  Witan  of  A.D.  1008. 

Cap.  13.  Let  Sunday's  festival  be  rightly  kept  .  .  . 
and  let  marketings  and  folk-motes  be  carefully  abstained 
from  on  that  holy  day. 


IX.  Witan  of  A.D.  1014. 

Cap.  17.  And  let  Sunday  marketings  be  strictly  for« 
bidden  on  peril  of  the  full  secular  wite. 


Laws  of  Oanikte  (circa  A.D.  1017). 

Cap.  23.  Let  no  man  be  entitled  to  any  vouching 
to  warranty  unless  he  have  true  witness  whence  that 
came  to  him  which  is  attached  with  him,  &o. 

Cap.  24.  And  let  no  one  buy  anything  above  the 
value  of  4d.,  either  living  or  lying,  unless  he  have  the 
true  witness  of  four  men,  be  it  within  a  burh,  or  be 
it  upland  [tipp  on  Jande], 

"Laws  of  Edwabd  the  Confessob." 
Cap.  12.  Of  the  King's  peace  ...  on  the  four 
great  roads,  Watlingstreet,  the  Fosse  Way,  the  Iknild- 
street,  and  the  Erminstreet.  The  other  roads  from 
city  to  city,  from  borough  to  borough,  by  which  men 
go  to  markets  and  to  their  other  business,  are  under 
the  law  of  the  coun^    ... 

Cap.  22.  Tol,  quod  nos  vocamus  **  theloneum,"  scilicet 
libertatem  emendi  ot  vendendi  in  terra  sua. 

"LiBEKTAS   CrVITATUM."* 

1.  Be  it  known,  that  within  3  miles  on  every  side 
beyond  a  cit^,  no  man  ought  to  stop  or  hinder  another 
or  do  marketing  with  him,  if  he  comes  in  the  city's 
peace.  But  when  he  has  reached  the  city,  then  let 
there  be  for  him  the  common  right  of  market,  as  well 
for  the  poor  man  as  the  rich. 

"Laws  of  William  the  Conqubeok." 

III.  *'  Carta  E.  Willelmi  Conquistoris  de  quibusdam 
statutis." 

Cap.  10.  We  forbid  that  any  live  cattle  be  bought 
or  sold,  except  within  cities,  and  then  before  three 
faithful  witnesses. 

Cap.  11.  There  shall  not  be,  nor  be  allowed  to  arise, 
any  market  or  fair,  save  in  the  cities  of  our  realm, 
and  in  boroughs  enclosed  and  defended  by  a  wall, 
and  in  castles  imd  in  very  safe  places,  where  the 
customs  of  our  realm  and  our  common  right  and  the 
royalties  of  our  crown,  as  they  were  constituted  by  our 
good  predecessors,  may  not  perish  nor  be  defrauded  or 
infringed,,  but  where  all  majr  be  done  rightly  and  in 
public,  and  by  judgment  and  justice. 

•  Prom  the  "Appendix  **  to  the  same  Laws.    Harl.  MSS.  746. 


n. 


Extracts  from  An6LO-Saxon  Chabtebs. 

1.  Charter  of  Aethelred,  Duke  of  Mercia  and  Aetheflaed, 
to  the  See  of  Worcester.    (Cod.  Dipl.  MLXXV.) 

^  Thaem  aelmibtigan  Gode,  &c.  ...  for  thaes  lufan 
aet  aerestan  Aethelred  cAldorman  and  Aethelflaed  and 
for  Sancte  Petres  and  thaere  oyricean  aet  Weogenutceastre 
and  eac  for  Waerferthes  bisceopes  bene  heora  freondes 
hehtan  bewyrcean  tha  burh  aet  Weogemaceastre  eallum 
thaem  folc  to  gebeorge  and  eac  thaeron  Codes  lof  to 
araerenne;  and  heo  nu  oythath  ....  thaet  heo 
willath  on  aelcum  thaera  gerihta  the  to  heora  hlaforddome 
gebyrath,  oththe  on  Ceapstowe,  oththe  on  straete,  ge 
binnan  bm^  ge  butan,  geunnan  healfes  Gode  and  Sancte 
Petre  ana  thaere  cyrcean  hlaforde,  thaet  thy  arlicor  on 
thaere  stowe  been  maege,  and  eac  they  eather  he  summum 

dade  thaes  heoredes  helpon,  etc :   ond 

thonne  C3rtheth  Aethelraed  and  Aethelflaed  thaet  he 
willath,  etc  ...  on  Aelfredes  cyninges  eewitnesse 
and  eflJra  thaera  witena  the  on  Myrena  land  syndon, 
butan  thaet  se  [WJaenseilling  and  se  seampending 
gonge  to  thaes  cyninges  handa,  swa  he  ealning  dede  aet 
Saltwic.  ah  elles  ge  landfeoh,  ge  fihtewite,  ge  stale,  ge 
wohceapung,  ge  burhwealles  soeatinge,  ge  aelo  thaera 
wonessa  the  to  aenigne  bote  gebyrie,  thaet  hit  age  healf 
thaere  oyreean  hlaford,  Codes  thances  and  Sancte  Petres, 
swa  swa  hit  mon  to  Ceapstowe  gesette ;  and  on  straetum, 
ond  wiihutan  to  Ceapstowe  seo  se  bisceop  his  landes  and 
ealra  his  gerihta  wyrthe,  swa  hit  aer  ure  foregengan 
gesetton  and  gefreodan. 

And  Aethefraed  and  Aethelflaed  this  dydon  on  Aelfredes 
cyninges  gewitnesse  and  on  Myrena  witena  thaera  naman 
her  be  aeftan  awritene  standath,  et-c 

(Date  not  given,  but  was  between  A.D.  873  and  899. 
The  original  is  in  B.M.,  MS.  Cott.,  Vesp.  A.  v.  f .  147  b.) 

Tbaivslation. 

"+To  Almighty  God,  <fcc.    .     .     .    Aethelred  the 
Ealdorman  and  Aethelflaed,  for  the  love  of  God  and 
A    55729. 


St.  Peter  and  the  church  of  Worcester,  and  the  petition 
of  their  friend  Werfrith,  the  bishop  there,  caused  the 
walled  town  at  Worcester  to  bo  built  for  the  protection 
of  their  people,  and  that  the  praise  of  Qod  might  be 
maintained  therein :  therefore  now  know  ye  that  .  .  . 
of  all  the  rights  that  pertain  to  their  lordship  in  the 
said  town,  whether  on  the  market  [CeapstoweJ  or  on 
the  streets,  whether  within  borough  or  without,  one 
half  is  assigned  to  God  and  St.  Peter  and  the  lord  of 
the  church  at  Worcester  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
foundation  and  the  better  conduct  of  Grod's  worship 
there ;  and  thia  grant  of  Aethelred  and  Aethelflaed 
...  is  witnessed  by  Alfred  the  King  and  the  Witan 
of  the  land  of  Mercia,  and  there  is  reserved  the  wain- 
shilling  and  the  load-penny  which  are  to  go  to  the 
hand  of  the  said  King,  as  they  have  always  done  at 
Saltwic;  but  for  all  the  rest,  whether  land  fee  or 
fihMU,  or  theft  'fines,  or  fines  for  false  dealing,  or 
murage,  or  any  other  customs  from  which  profits  arise, 
the  half  of"  them  shall  go  to  the  lord  of  the  church 
aforesaid  for  the  sake  of  God  and  St.  Peter  in  like 
manner  as  was  appointed  concerning  the  market,*and 
in  the  streets  and  beyond  the  market-place  the  bishop 
shall  retain  all  his  own  lands  and  rights  according  to 
the  charters  and  franchises  of  our  predecessors.  And 
Aethelred  and  Aethelflaed  did  this  with  the  witness  of 
King  Alfred  and  of  the  Witan  of  Mercia,  those  whose 
names  stand  hereafter  written,  &c,'* 

2.  Charter  of  Edward  the  Elder  to  the  See  of  Win- 
Chester,  A.D.  904.    [Cod.  Dipl.  MLXXXIY.] 

**+Eegnante,  &c.  Quapropter  ego  Eadward  divina 
indu%ente  olementia  Aiglo-Saxonum  Bex  ...  in 
hac  cartula  demonstrare  conor  quod  ego  cum  consilio 
et  consensu  optimatum  moorum,  quorum  nomina  infra 
scripta  sxint,  libertatem  illius  monasterii  quod  Sazonice 
Tantun  dicitur,  cum  omnibus  ad  se  pertinentibus  uillis, 
campis,  siluis.  pascuis,  pratis,  et  piscium  capturis 
.     .    .    Denewuifo  episcopo  et  illi  uonerabili  familUd  in 
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Wentana  oioitate  oommoranti  •  •  •  toto  mentis  affeota 
dedi  .  .  .  Fraediotae  etiam  nillffi  mercimonium, 
qaod  An^lice  tSsss  ttmes  oypin^  appellator  censnsqae 
onmis  oiuilis,  sanctae  Dei  aecclesiae  in  Wintonia  oinitate 
sine  retraotionis  obstaoulo  cam  onmibns  oommodis 
aetemaliter  deseroiat." 

Trakslatiok. 

' '  4*Beigningy  &o.  (vnth  tJie  U9tud  intfocation) .  Where- 
fore I,  Edwara,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Divine 
olemencnr  King  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  .  •  •  endeayonr 
to  testinr  in  wis  charter  that  I,  with  the  counsel  and 
assent  of  my  great  men  whose  names  are  written  below, 
have  with  my  whole  mind  given  the  liberty  of  the 
monastery  wnich  the  Saxons  call  Taunton,  together 
with  all  townships,  fields,  woods,  pastures,  meadows, 
and  fisheries,  thereto  belonging,  &c.,  to  Denewulf  the 
bishop  and  the  reverend  Maternity  abiding  at  Win- 
chester .  •  .  Moreover  let  the  town-market,  which  in 
English  is  called  'the  town's  cheaping,'  and  all  the 
town-dues,  with  all  profits  thereof,  be  bound  to  the 
Church  at  Winchester  without  any  obstacle  for  ever." 

3.  Charter  of  Edgar  to  the  Church  of  Peterborough. 
[Circa  A.D.  960.] 

(Peterborough  Chartulary,  No.  60.) 

"Gfratia  Domini,  Ac.  Ego  Eadgar  ....  Yillam 
quoaue  Undale  cum  toto  jure  adjacentium,  quod  Eahta 
hundred  AugDce  nominatur,  et  cum  mercato  ac  theloneo 
ea  prorsus  libertate  donamus,  quatenus  nee  Bex  nee 
comes  nee  episcopus,    •    •    •    nee  ulla  unquam  major 


minorve  persona  ulla  dominatione  occupare,  neo  de  ipsa 
villa  Undale,  ubi  leffitime  consedere  debet,  in  alium 
locum  transferre  uUatenus  presumat.  Sed  tantum 
Abbas  predicti  coenobii  illud  cum  suis  causis  et  legibus 
totum  m  sua  potestate  libenime  teneat,  et  quando  vel 
in  c[uo  loco  sibi  placuerit  sine  ulla  contradictione  sedere 
faoiat.  Mercatum  quoaue  oonstituimus  in  Burch  sin- 
gulare,  ut  nullum  aliua  habeatnr  inter  Stanfordiam  et 
Huntedune,  et  ad  illud  damns,  ibidemque  persolvi 
jubemus,  totum  sine  ulla  contradictione  theloneum,  hoc 
est,  primo  de  tota  Witlesmere  usque  ad  thelonMim 
re^  quod  jacet  ad  hundred  de  Normanescros,  et  de 
Witlesmere  sicut  Morelade  venit  ad  aquam  Nen  et  inde 
siout  aqua  ourrit,  etc." 

Translation. 

"  By  the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  I,  Edgjar,  .  .  .  endow 
also  the  vill  of  Oundle  with  aU  its  rights  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  English  called  Eahta  Hundred,  together 
with  its  market  and  toll,  with  such  a  privilege  that 
neither  the  King,  nor  the  earl  or  bishop,  ...  or 
any  greater  or  lesser  person  shall  ever  seize  it  into  his 
ownership,  nor  presume  to  transfer  it  to  any  place 
whatsoever  firom  the  vill  of  Oundle,  where  it  ougnt  to 
remain  .  .  .  We  also  constitute  a  special  market  in 
Bureo,  so  that  no  other  shall  be  held  between  Stamford 
and  Huntingdon,  and  we  give  to  it  and  order  to  be  paid 
tiiere  the  whole  of  the  toll  without  any  contradiction, 
viz.,  first,  from  all  parts  of  Witlesmere  as  far  as  the 
King's  toll  at  Normanscross,  and  from  Witlesmere  as 
Morelade  cometh  to  the  water  of  Nen,  and  thence  as  the 
water  flows,  &c." 


m. 


BXTBACTS  7R0M IMPEBIAL  C&ABTEES  uELATnrQ 
TO  Mabkeis  m  GEBMANY. 

1.  Charter  of  Otho  the  Great  to  the  Abbey  of  Corvey, 

A.D.    946  [Lunigius,  Spicilegium  Ecolesiasticum, 
Pt.  3,  cap.  v.,  Tit.  Corvey,  pp.  78  &  79]. 

"  Noverit  omnium  fidelium  nostrorum  sagacitas  .  .  . 

Sualiter  nos,  per  interventum  dilecti  germani  nostri 
(runonis,  et  venerabilis  abbatis  (Corbejensis)  Bo- 
▼oms,  ad  monasterium  SS.  Martyrum  Stephani  atque 
Yiti,  quod  Corbeja  nominatur,  bannum  super  duas 
villas,  Meppium  nominatas,  sitas  juxta  fluvium  Emisa 
et  Hasa,  in  page  Agrotingon,  in  comitatu  Thuringi 
comitis  cum  moneta  et  theloneo  jure  perenni  in  pro- 
prium  concessimuB  mercatum  vero  constituat  publicum 
in  illis  ubicunque  abbati  placuerit  locis,  pacemque 
flrmissimam  teneant  aggrementes  et  regrementes  et 
ibi  manentes  eodem  mode  sicuti  ab  antecessoribus 
nostris,  regibus,  jampridem  aliis  publicis  mercatuum 
loois  concessum  erat.^ 

2.  Charter  of  Otho  in.  to  the  Abbey  of  Quedlinbnrg, 

A.D.  993  [ibid.  Pt.  3,  cap.  7,  pi  190]. 

*'  Omnium  fidelium  nostrorum,  tam  praesentium,  quam 
fiiturorum,  pateat  devotioni  piae,  qualiter  nos,  cUlectae 
aviae  nostrae  ob  interventum  Adelheidis  imperatricis 
augustae,  charaeque  amitae  nostrae  MechtUois  moni« 
tionem,  in  metropoli  Quedelinburg  .••••.•• 
mercatum  erigere  decemimus,  regalis  potentiae  'mag- 
nanimitate  pleniter  edicimus,  videlicet,  ut  eadem  jam 
praefata  amita  nostra,  sibique  successurae  eodem 
regi^ne  abbatissae,  ad  usum  Deo,  sanctoque  Servatio 
ibidem  servientium  famularum  in  majori  ecdesia, 
monetis,  theloneis,  omnique  in  mercatorio  jure,  quod 
antecessorum  nostrorum,  regum  scilicet  et  imperatorum, 
industria,  Coloniae,  Mo^untiae,  Magdeburgo,  simili- 
busque  nostrae  ditionis  in  locis,  antea  yidebitur  esse 
ooncessum,  quidlibet  faciendi,  utUiter  potiendi,  solutam 
habeant  potestatem,  Ac." 

3.  Charter  of  Otho  UL  to  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  A.D.  994 

[ibid.  Pt.  2,  cap.  4,  p.  490]. 

''  Noverit  omnium  fidelium  •  «  •  .  •  industria, 
qualiter  nos,  ob  amorem  Notkeri,  venerabilis  LeodiensiB 
epiicopi,  maximeque  ob  remedium  anim»  nostraoi 
eidem  venerabili  episcopo  ooncessimus,  ut,  in  loco 
Fossis  nuncupato,  theloiiium»  mercatttmque  et  monetam^ 


et  materiam  cerevisiae  constitueret :  et  hoc  proinde 
nostraa  auctoritatis  praeceptum  ei  conscribi  jussimus, 
per  quod  prsiecipimus,  firmiterque  fieri  volumus, 
quatenus  in  praecUcto  mercato,  moneta,  tholonioque  et 
cerevisiae  materia,  ad  aliqnem  nihil  pertingat  potesto- 
tiva  manu  aliquid  agere,  nisi  episcopo,  in  praefata  sede 
constitute,  ipsiusque  advocate:  sed,  neque  eundo, 
peque  redeundo,  mercatores  ad  ipsum  locum  negotii 
properantes,  thelonii  constitutionem  contemnere  prae- 
sumant,  Ac." 

4.  Charter  of  Henry  II.  to  the  Archbishop  of  Bremen,  • 
A.D.  1008   [Lindenbrog.,    Privilegia  Eccl.  Ham- 
burgh.,  §  XVII.,  p.  135J. 

"  Ooncedimus  insuper  praefato  archiepiscopo,  ojusque 
Buocessoribus,  licentiam  construendi  mercatum,  m  loco 
Bremum  nuncupato,  bannum  et  theoloneum,  necnon 
monetam  publici  ponderis,  et  purl  ar^nti,  totomque 
quod  inde  regius  reipublicae  fiscus  obtmere,  sen  aliquo 
mode  ad  nostrum  regium  jus  pertinere  potmt,  prae- 
libatae  conferimus  sedi.  Quinetiam  negotiatores, 
ejuidem  incolas  loci,  nostrae  tuitionis  patrocinio  condo- 
navimus,  praecipientes  hoc  regiae  auctoritatis  praecepto 
cjuod  in  omnibus  tali  patrocinentnr  tutela,  et  potiantur 
jure,  quali  caeteramm  regalium  institores  urbium  per 
nostrum  regnum  potiri  noscuntur,  &c." 

Charter  of  Conrad    n.  to  the    Church  of  Bremen} 
A.D.  1035  [ibid.  §  XIX.  p.  137]. 

Becelino,  sanctae  Bremensis  ecclesiae  venerabili, 
nobisque  amabili,  archiepiscopo,  mercatum  in  eodem 
loco  (^remae),  cum  theoloneo,  numismatibus,  nee  non 
omnibus  utiUtatibus  ad  mercatum  pertinentibus  ha- 
bere concessimus,  ea  videlicet  le^,  ut  bis  in  anno 
omnes,  qui  illuc  causa  mercandi  veniant,  una  vice 
septem  dies  ante  Pentecostem,  secunda  vice  similiter 
septem  dies  ante  festivitatem  8.  Willehadi  ibidem 
corporaliter  requiescentis,  annualem  mercatum  illio 
habeant.  Bannum  autem  nostrum,  super  onmes  eos 
illuc  venientes,  ut  illuc  eundo  et  reaeundo  habeant 
pacom,  facimus ;  eundemque  bannum  nostrum  predicto 
archiepiscopo,  ob  suum  fidele  servitium,  ea  ratione 
conceoimus,  ut,  si  in  hoc  statute  tempore  ex  illuo 
venientibus  aliqua  temeritas  evenerit,  inde  justitiam 
faciendi  neque  dux  neque  comes  neque  alibis 
hominum,  praeter  ipsum  et  sues  successores,  licentiam 
habeant,  &o. 
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DOMESDAY  BOOK. 


Extracts. 


Cbestor. 


i.263. 


Lmcoliu 
^386. 


<^3966. 


Givitas  de  Cestre  T.  B.  E.  goldabat  pro  50  hidiB :  Tres 
hidsa  et  dimidia  quad  sunt  extra  oiyitatem.  Hoc  est  una 
hida  et  dimidia  ultra  pontem  et  ii  hide  in  Nentone  et 
iRedecHve  et  in  burgo  episcopi.  Hae  geldabant  com 
civitate. 

T.  B.  E.  erant  in  ipsa  civitate  431  domns  geldabiles 
etpreter  has  habebat  episcopns  56  domns  geldabiles. 
Tniic  reddebat  haec  civitas  10^  mcoicas  argenti.    Duo 
partes  erant  regis  et  tercia  comitis. 
Hae  leges  erant  ibi    .    .    . 

Si  sine   licentia   regis   ad   portnm   civitatis  naves 
venirent  vel   a  portu  reoederent,  de  nnoqnoqne 
homine  qui  nayibns  esset  zl.  solidos  habebant  rex 
et  comes. 
Si  vero  cnm  pace  et  licentia  regis  venisset,  qui  in  ea 
erant  qniete  vendebant  que  habebant.    Sed  cum 
discederet,   iiii.    denarios    de    unoquoquo    Lesth 
habebaoit  rex  et  comes. 
Si  habentibus  martrinas  pelles  juberet  propositus 
regis  ut  nulli  venderent  donee  sibi  prius  ostensas 
compararenty  qui  hoc  non  observabat  zl.  solidos 
omendabat. 
Yir  sive  mulier  falsam  mensuram  in  civitate  faciens 
deprehensus   iiii.    solidos   emendabat.     Similiter 
mal^n  cervisiam  faciens  aut  in  cathedra  ponobatur 
sterooris  aut  iiii.  solidos  dabat  prepK)sitis. 
Hanc   forisfacturam   accipiebant   ministri  regis   et 
comitis  in  civitate,  in  cuiuscumque  terra  fuisset, 
sive  episcopi  sive  alterius  hominis. 
SimiUter  et  theloneum.    Si  qnis  illud  detinebat  oltra 

tres  noctes  id.  solidos  emendabat. 
T.  B.  E.  erant  in  civitate  hae  viL  monetarii  qui 
dabant  vii.  libras  regi  et  oomiti  extra  firmam* 
quando  moneta  vertebatur. 
Tunc  erant  xii.  judices  civitatis  et  hi  erant  de 
hominibus  regis  et  episcopi  et  comitis.  Horum 
siquis  de  hundret  remanebat  die  quo  sedebat  sine 
excusatione  manifesta,  x.  solidos  emendabat  inter 

regom  et  comitem 

Haec  civitas  tunc  reddebat  de  firma  xlv.  libras  et 
iii.  timbres  pellium  martrinium.  Tercia  pars  erat 
comitis  et  duaa  regis. 

Episcopns  de  Cestre  habet  in  ipsa  civitate  has  con- 
suetudines. 

Siquis  liber  homo  facit  opera  in  die  feriato,  inde 
Episcopns  habet  viii.  solidos.  De  servo  autem  rel 
anoilla  feriatum.  diem  infringente,  habet  episoopos 
iiii.  solidos. 

Mercator  superveniens  in  civitatem  et  trussellum 
deferens,  si  absque  licentia  ministri  episcopi  dissolveret 
cum  a  nona  hora  sabbati  usque  ad  diem  lunis,  aut  in 
alio  festo  die,  inde  habet  episcopus  iiii.  solidos  de 
forisfaotura.  Si  homo  episcopi  invenerit  aliquem  homi- 
nem  carricantem  infra  leuuam  civitatis,  mde  habet 
episcopus  de  forisfaotura  iiii.  solidos  aut.  ii.  boves. 

In  Civitate  Lincolia  erant  T.  B.  E.  novies  centum  et 
Ixx.  mansiones  hospitate.  ,.    *    * 

In  ipsa  civitate  erant  xii.  Lageman :  id  est  habentes 
sacam  et  socam:  Hardecnut,  Suartin  filius  Griboldi, 
Ulf  filius  ^uertebrand,  qui  habuit  thol  et  theim, 
WalraVen,  &c. 

Tochi  filius  Outi  habuit  in  civitate  30  mansiones 

Eraeter  suam  Hallam  et  2}  aecclesias :  et  suam  Hallam 
abuit  quietam  ab  omni  consuetudine,  et  super  alias  30 
mansiones  habuit  locationem,  et  praeter  hoc  de  una- 
quaque  unum  denarium,  id  est  Land-gable. .  Super  has 
30  mansiones  habebat  Bex  theloneum  et  forisfacturam 
ut  burgenses  juravemnt  •  .  Bemi^us  Episcopus 
habet  i.  maneriolum  contiguum  civitati  Lincolie  cum 
saoa  et  soca  et  cum  thol  et  theim  et  super  iii.  mansiones 
similiter  .  .  .  et  super  78  mansiones  similiter 
praeter  geldum  regis  quod  dant  cum  burgensibus. 

Stanford,  Burgum  regis,  dedit  ^dum  T.  B.  £• 
pro  xii.  hundrez  et  dimidio,  in  exercitu  et  navigio  et  in 
danegold.  Ibi  fuerunt  et  sunt  vi.  custodie :  y.  in 
Lincolescyre  et  sexta  in  Hantunescjre,  quae  est  ultra 
pontem,  et  tamon  ipsa  reddebat  omnem  consuetudinem 
cnm  all  is,  praeter  gablnm  et  theloneum,  quod  abbas  de 
Burg  habebat  et  habet.     .    .    . 


In  his  onstodiis  sunt  77  mansiones  sochmannomm 
qui  habent  terras  suas  in  dominio  et  qui  petnnt  dominoB 
nbi  volunt,  super  quos  rex  niohil  aliud  habet  nisi 
emendationem  forisfacturae  eorum  et  heriete  et  thelo- 
neum 

In  Torohesey.    T.    B.    B.    fuerunt  213  burgenses.  Torkwy. 
Easdem  consuetudines  habebant  omnes  quae  et  Lin-  ]>3.f.,887 
colienses,  et  tantum  plus  quod  quicunque  eorum  man- 
sionem  in  eadem  villa  habebat,  neque  intrans  neque 
exiens  theloneum  dabat  nee  consuetudinem    .    .    . 

Quod  si  aliquis  burgensium  alibi  vellet  abire  et 
domum  quae  esset  in  eadem  villa  vendere,  sine  scientia 
et  licentia  propositi  si  vellet  posset  facere. 


Oanterbuvy 
Kent. 


In  Civitate  Cantuaria  iiabuit  Bex  Edwardus  Ii. 
burgenses  reddentes  gablum  et  alios  ccxii.  super  quos 
habuit  sacam  et  socam  et  iii.  molendina  de  xl.  sohdis. 
Mode  burgenses  gablum  reddentes  sunt  xix.  De  xxtii. 
aliis  qui  fuerant,  sunt  vastati  xi.  in  fossato  civitatis. 
Et  Archiepiscopus  habet  ex  eis  vii.  et  abbas  S.  Augustini 
alios  xiiii.  pro  excambio  castelli  .  .  .  theolonium 
reddit  68  soUdos    ... 

Quidam  propositus  Brumannus  nomine  T.  B.  E.  cepit 
consuetudines  de  extraneis  mercatoribus  in  terra 
S.  Trinitatis  et  S.  Augustini.  Qui  postea  T.  B.  W. 
ante  ardiiepisoopum  Lanfranc  et  episcopum  Baioconsem 
recognovit  se  injuste  accepisso:  et  Sacramento  facto 
juravit  quod  ip«ae  aecclesiao  suas  consuetudines  quietas 
nab^erunt  B.  E.  tempore.  Et  exinde  utreque  aecclesiae 
in  sua  terra  habuerunt  consuetudines  suas,  judicio 
baronum  regis  qui  placitum  tenuerunt. 

In  Burgo  de  Walingeford  habuit  rex  Edwardufa  viii.   Walling- 
virgatas  terrae,  et  in  his  erant  cclxxvi.  hagao  reddentes  J**55,^®'^ 
xi.  libras  de   gablo   et   qui   ibi   manebant   faciebant     ' 
serviti'um  regis  cum  equis  vel  per  aquam  usque  ad 
Blidberiam,  &o.,  et  hoc  facientious  dabat  propositus 
meroedem  et  conrediam  non  de  oensu  regis  sed  de  suo. 

Mode  sunt  in  ipso  burgo  consuetudines  omnes  ut  ante 
fuerunt.  Sed  de  hagis  sunt  xiii.  minus.  .  •  et  mone- 
tarius  habet  unam  quietum  quamdiu  facit  monetam. 

Aelmer  presbyter  et  alius  Elmer  presbyter  et  Bruman 
et  Eduui,  et  Edmundus  et  WiUielmus  filius  Osmundi 
et  Leflet  et  Lanbertus  presbyter  et  Alwold  et  Gbdrio 
habent  gablum  de  domibus  suis  et  sanguinem  si  ibi 
efiunditur,  si  receptus  fherit  homo  intus  antequam 
calumnietur  a  preposito  regis,  exoepto  Sabbato  propter 
mercatum  quia  tunc  rex  habet  forisfacturam:  et  de 
adulterio  et  latrocinio  habent  ipei  emendam  in  suis 
domibus :  alio  vero  foris&cturae  sunt  regis. 

Terra  Willielmi   de   Warene.    Burgum   de   Lewes 

T.  B.  E.  reddebat  vi,  libras  et  iiii.  solidos  et  iii.  obolos 

do  gablo  et  de  theloneo.    Ibi  rex  Edwardus  habebat 

'  cxxvii.   burgenses   in    dominico.     Eorum  oonsuetudo 

erat: 

Si  rex  ad  mare  custodiendum  sine  se  mittere  sues 
Yoluisset,  de  omnibus  hominibus,  oujuscunque  terra 
fnisset,  colligebant  xx.  solidos,  et  hos  habebant  qui 
.in  navibus  arma  custodiebant. 

Qui  in  burgo  vendit  equum,  dat  preposito  nummum : 
et  qui  emit,  alium:  De  bove,  obolum:  De  homine, 
iiii.  denarios  quocunque  loco  emat  infra  rapnm.    .     . 

Cum  moneta  renovatur,  dat  xx.  solidos  unu^quisque 
monetarius. 

Balduinus  tenet  de  Bege  Ochemenbone  et  ibi  sedet  Oak- 
casteUum   .    .    •    Ibi  4  burgenses :  et  mercatum  reddit  ftS3^^ 
4  solidos.  i^mb.     ' 

Trematon.    Brismar  tenebat  T.  B.  E.  et  geldabat  pro  Trematon, 

2  hidis  et  dimidi&.    Ibi  tamen  5  hidae    .    .    .    Ibi  9^"!^^* 

habet  Comes  unum  castrum  et   mercatum  reddit   3  ^^^^ 
solidos. 

Henricus  de  Ferreres  habet  casteUum  de  Toteberie.  TaVbuj, 

In  burgo  circa  casteUum  stmt  42  homines  de  mercato  f *aj?5 

suo  tantum  viventes  et  reddunt  cum  foro  4  Ubras  et  10  ** 
solidos.     " 


Lewei. 

Baisez 

i.,as. 


Ipse  Comes  f  Alanus]  tenet  Cestrehunt  pro  20  hidae  Ohethunt, 

Ac.    Ibi  "^  '^        "'^ 

dine. 


10  meroatores  reddunt  10  solidos  de  consuetu-  J[^|^ 


Willelmus  Pevrel  tenet  de  Bege  Hecham.    Ibi  sunt  Highaa 

6  hidae.    Terra  est  12  carucis  et  dimidiae,  Ac.    Ibi  est  5"2^ 

mercatum  reddens  20  soUdos  per  annum  et  molinus  de  i!/^a, 
20  solidis  Ac. 
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Ipse  Goififiridos  tenet  Medeltone.  Ibi  sunt  7  bidae 
.  .  •  Mercatmn  reddit  20  solidos  et  2  molini  25 
solidos. 

In  Bolinbroo  babebat  Stori  2  camcatas  terras  ad 
geldum    ...    Ibi  ecclesia  et  mercatum  navam. 

In  Spallinge  babebat  Algar  comes  9  camcatas  terraB 
ad  geldom    .    .    .   Ibi  mercatum  40  solidorom. 

In  Bertone  babebat  XJlf  Fenisc  18  carucatas  terrsa 
ad  Keldnm  .  .  .  Ibi  ecclesia  et  presbyter  et  2 
molini  40  solidonim  et  1  mercatam  et  passagium  de 
41ibriB. 

Berkeley.  In  Berohelai  babuit  Edwardos  Bex  5  bidas  .   .   .  Ibi 

9lo^««t«r«    onum  forum  in  quo  manent  17  homines,  et  reddnnt 
**•  oensum  in  firmA. 

Tewkes-  Apud  Teodekesberie  sant  modo  13  bargenses  red- 

Worcester      dentes  20  solidos  per  annum.    Mercatum  quod  regina 
t.,  169  6.   '     constituit  ibi  reddit  11  solidos  et  8  denarios. 


Melton, 
Leioeeter. 
•.,286  6. 


Boling- 

broke. 

Lincoln. 

«..  851. 

Spalding, 

Lincoln. 

B.D.i.,851ft. 

Barton, 
Lincoln. 
«.,  864  6. 


Eye,  Suffolk. 


Cirencester, 
Gloucester, 
t.,  188  6. 

Taunton, 
Somerset, 
f ..  87  6. 


Bodmin. 
Cornwall. 
».,  120  b. 


Sudbonr, 
Suffolk. 
St.,  286  b. 


Newenden, 

Kent. 

»..4. 


Bradford 
VITilts. 
U  67  b. 


Ilminfter, 
Bomertek 
•.,81. 


Matele. 
ComwalL 
•..120  6. 


StGer- 
mains, 
Cornwall. 
i^mb. 


J/aunceston, 
Oomwall. 
•h  120  6. 


Louth, 

Lincoln. 

«.,946. 


Melcham, 
Norfolk, 
ft.,  1366. 


Beooles, 
Suffolk. 
{».,  869  b. 


Eiam  tenuit  Edricus  12  carucatas  terrsB  T.  B.  £. 
....  Tunc  80  oves,  modo  90,  et  modo  1  mercatum 
et  unus  parous,  et  in  mercato  manent  25  burgenses.   • 

In  Girecestre  hundredo  babuit  Bex  Edvrardus  5  bidas 
terraB  .  .  .  Et  de  novo  foro  20  solidos,  quorum  babet 
S.  Maria  tertium  denarium. 

Episcopus  Wintoniensis  tenet  Tantone.  Stigandus 
Arcniepiscopus  tenuit  T.  B.  E.  et  geldabat  pro  54  hidis 
eb  2  yirgatis  terrae  et  dimidia  .  .  .  Ibi  64  burgenses 
reddnnt  32  solidos.  Ibi  3  molini  reddunt  100  solidos, 
60  denarios  minus.  Mercatum  reddit  50  solidos,  et  de 
moneta  50  solidi. 

Ecclesia  S.  Petroo  tenet  Bodmine  ...  Ibi  babet 
S.  Petroc  68  domus  et  unum  mercatum.  Totum  valet 
25  solidos. 

Sutberie  ten  ait  mater  Morcbari  comitis  T.  B.  E.  Modo 
habet  Bex  Willelmus  in  dominio  3  carucatas  terrae 
.  .  .  Ecclesia  S.  Gregorii  de  50  acris  libero  terrae, 
teste  bundredo,  et  25  acrae  prati  .  .  .  et  1  mer- 
catum, et  ibi  sunt  monetarii. 

Ipse  Archiopiscopus  tenet  Newedeno  ...  Ibi  est 
mercatum  de  40  solidis,  5  denarios  minus.  Silva, 
&c.  Inter  totum  valebat  T.  B.  E.  lOO^.  Quando 
recepit  12L  et  modo  102. :  et  tamen  propositus  reddit 
18Z.  10«. 

Terra  aecclesiae  Sceptesberiensis. 

Ipsa  aecclesia  tenet  Bradeford.  T.  B.  E.  geldabat 
pro  42  bidis,  <feo.  Ibi  duo  molini  reddunt  tres  libras. 
Mercatum  reddit  45  solidos. 

Terra  aecclesiae  de  Micelenie. 

Ipsa  aecclesia  tenet  Ileminstre.  Liwardus  abbas 
tenuit  T.  B.  E.  et  geldabat  pro  20  bidis,  &o.  .  .  -  • 
Ibi  mercatum  redcUt  22  solidos. 

Terra  episcopi  de  Execestrie. 

Idem  episcopus  tenet  Matele.  .  .  .  Forum  bujus 
manerii  babet  comes  Moritonie  quod  episcopus  babebat 
T.  B.  E. 

'  Idem  episcopus  tenet  manerium  (juod  Tocatur 
aecclesia  S.  G^rmani.  Ibi  sunt  24  bide.  .  .  . 
In  boc  manerio  est  mercatum  in  die  Dominico,  sed  ad 
nicbilum  redigitur  pro  mercato  comitis  Moritonie  quod 
ibi  est  proximum. 

Ganonici  S.  Stepbani  tenent  Lanscavetone    .     .    . 
De   boc  maneno    abstulit   comes   Moritonie  unum 
mercatum  quod  ibi  T.  B.  E.  jacebat  et  valet  ^0  solidos. 

Terra  episcopi  Linooliensis. 

In  Ludes  babebat  episcopus  Lincolie  12  carucatas 
terrae  ad  geldum.  Terra  ad  12  oarucas.  Ibi  babet 
modo  episcopus  in  dominio  3  carucas  et  quatuor 
yiginti  burgenses  et  1  mercatum  de  29  solidis,  et  40 
socbmannos  et  2  villants. 

Melebam  tenuit  Stigandus  T.  B.  E.  10  carucatas 
terrae  .    .    . 

Huic  manerio  semper  jacet  berwita  Liobam  4  camcate 
terre  .  .  .  Jacet  etiam  alia  berwita  Dumbam, 
4  carucate  terre  .  .  .  In  bao  berewita  semper  dimi- 
dium  mercatum. 

Totum  boo  valebat  T.  B.  E.  30Z.,  modo  40Z. 

Becles  tenuit  Sanctus  Edmundus  T.  B.  E.  2  carucatas 
terre  pro  manerio.  Semper  2  villani  &c,  .  .  .  et 
unum  mercatum  et  26  burgenses,  et  Abbas  l^abet  tres 
partes  de  mercato  et  rex  quartam^ 


Hoxanam  tenuit  Ailmams  episcopus  T.  B.  E.  pro  Hoznej, 
manerio  9  carucatas  terre.  SjKUl  87». 

.  .  .  In  hoc  manerio  erat  unum  mercatum  T.  B.  E. 
et  postquam  Willelmus  rex  advenit,  et  sedebat  in 
Sabbato :  et  eadem  die  qua  erat  mercatum  in  manerio 
episcopi  Willelmus  Malet  fecit  alium  mercatum  in 
suo  castello  et  ex  hoc  ita  peioratum  est  mercatum 
episcopi  ut  parum  valeat,  et  moao  sedet  in  die  Veneris. 
Mercatum  autem  de  Heia  sedet  die  Sabbati. 

Bex  W.  tenet  Favreshant  pro  7  solinis,  Ac.  .... 
Mercatum  de  4  libris  et  2  salinae  de  3«.  2d,  et  in 
Gantuaria  civitate  3  bagae  de  20  denariis  ad  boc  mane« 
rium  pertinent. 

Ipse  rex  tenet  in  dominio  Neteham.    Bex  E.  tenuit.  Net^iam, 
Quot  hide  sunt  ibi  non  dixerunt.    Terra  est  52  carucis  **  ^ 
.    .    .    Mercatum  de  8  libris. 


FaTenhain* 
Kent, 
t.,  2  6. 


<.,8S. 


Bex  tenet  in  dominio  Basingestoohes.    Begale  ma-   gaaingstoke, 
nerium  fuit  sempHsr.    Nunquam  geldum  dedit  nee  hida  i.,  m!** 
ibi  distributa  fuit.    Terra  est  20  carucis    •    ,    .    Ibi 
mercatum  de  30  solidis. 


Bex  tenet   Ticefelle.      Berewica   est   pertinens   ad  Tichlleld, 
Menestocbes.     Bex  Edwardus  tenuit.    Ibi  2  hidae  sed  ?^^ 
non  geldaverunt.    Terra  est  15  carucis    .    .     .    Mer- 
catum et  theloneum  40  soHdorum. 


^.,88. 


.  Bex  tenet  Gocheham  in  dominio.     Bex  Edwardui  Cookham. 

tenuit.     ...     Ibi  2  molini  de  2U.  6d,,  et  duae  ^^^^ 
piscariae  de  ISs,  id,    ,    .    .    De  novo  mercato  quod     ' 
ibi  est  modo,  20  solidi. 

Box  tenet  Frome.     Bex  E.  tenuit.    Nunquam  gel-  Frome, 

davit  nee  scitur  quot  hidae  sunt  ibi.      .      .      .      Ibi  Someiuet. 


3  molini  reddunt  25  solidos  et  mercatum  reddit 
solidos  et  8  denarios. 


46 


in9eb. 


Bex  tenet  Milebume    ...    In  hoc  manerio  sunt   Miibome 
56  burgenses  et  cum  mercato  reddentes  60  solidos.  lomeiBeL 

t.,86  6. 

Bex  tenet  Gruche.    Eddeva  tenuit  T.  B.  E.  et  non  Crewkeme, 

feldabat,  neo  scitur  quot  ibi  hidae  habentnr    .    .        Someiiet. 
bi  4  molini  reddunt  40^.  et  mercatum  reddit  4  libras. 


t^Mft. 


Bex  tenet  Milvertone.  ...  Ibi  mercatum  reddit 
10  solidos.  Totum  reddit  25  libras  ad  uumerum. 
Tempore  Eddid  reginae  reddebat  12  libras. 


Bex  tenet  Bentone. 
Dc  piscariis  20  solidi. 
50  solidi. 


.    .  Ibi  4  molini  25  solidorum. 
De  pratis  65  solidi.    De  mercato 


Milverton, 
Somerjet. 
tn87. 


Bampton, 

Oxoo. 

t..l64&. 


Lestone  dominicum  manerium  regis  pro  47  hidis  se  Leightoa 

defendit,  &c.    .     .    .    Theloneum  de  mercato  reddit  SSSSS* 

71 . ,         '  jseoxoiti. 

libras.  t^too. 

Loitone  dominicum  manerium  r^gis  pro  30  hidis  se  Luton, 

defendit.    Terra  est  ad  82  carucas    .    .    .    De  theloneo  ?^^Sf^ 

et  mercato  100  solidi.  ^  ^ 

Bex  tenet  Sudtone.     Ibi  sunt  3  hidae    ...    Ibi  King's 

molinum  de  10  solidis  et  8  denariis.      De  pratis  20  thlSSton^ 

solidi.    De  foro,  20  solidi.  i^  ji/S; 


Terra  comitis  Moritoniensis. 

Ipse  comes  tenet  Liscarret.  .  .  .  Ibi  mercatum 
reddit  4  solidos  et  molinum  reddit  12  solidos. 

Brictiio  filius  Algar  tenuit  Turneberie.  .  .  •  Ibi  2 
molini  de  60.  4(2.  .    .    .  Ibi  forum  de  20«. 

Hae  terrae  pertinent  ad  canonicos  de  Hereford. 

In  Etune  siint  5  hide.  .  .  .  Yalet  4  libras.  Hoc 
manerium  tenuit  Heraldus  oomes  et  Willelmus  comes 
dedit  Walterio  episcopo  pro  terra  in  qua  mercatum  est 
modo  &o. 

In  Alriceseie  tenet  Bumardus  5}  hidas  et  2 
unius  hide  .    .    .  Mercatum  est  ibi  de  10«. 


Liskeard. 
ConiwalU 
i.,1216. 

Thombniy, 
OkMioester. 
<..16S6. 

Eton, 

Herubfd. 

t.,1816. 


Arlsej, 

Bedford. 

t.,212. 


B.  E.  3  cam-  Ljoham. 
Norfolk. 
^2076. 


Lecham  tenuit  Turchetel  Jiber  homo  T. 
catas  terrae  pro  manerio.    .    .    . 

Huip  manerio  jacet  dhnidia  carucata  terrae.  Semper 
2  bordarii  et  quarta  pars  unius  mercati. 

Garamhallam  tenet  Boger  Bigot  in  dominio,  quam  Oar«inlialU 
tenuit  Normannus  T.  B.  E.  4  carucatas  terrae.    .    .     .    ^fjaJ}^ 

In  illo  manerio,  quod  tenebat  Normannus,  sunt 
35  liberi  homines  poteutes  vendere  et  dare  terras  suas : 
quos  tenet  Bogerus  in  dominio  cum  saoa  et  soca,  et 
omni  consuetudine :  et  habent  3  carucatas  terre. 
Semper  12  carucae  et  1  acra  prati,  et  modo  unum 
mercatum  de  done  regis. 
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CbTCL  Olaram  tenuit  Alnricns   pro  manerio  24  oamoatas 

Mfltt.         terre  T.  R.  B.    .    .    .    Tunc  36  carace  hominom.  post 
lXB.<t..S80».   ^^  modo  24  .    .    .  Semper  1  molinum  .     .    .  Semper 
annm  mercatnm :  modo  43  bnrgenses. 


AsMle, 
iojfollu 


KiUlolk. 


Lineolni. 


Ohirdieloo, 
linoolns. 


Terra  Sadulfi  PeTrelli. 

In  Aspella  16  acre  de  dominio  .  .  .In  eadem 
tercia  pars  aecclesiae  et  tercia  pars  feriae. 

Haverhellam  tenuit  Olareboldus  T.  B.  B.  pro  ma- 
nerio dnaa  oamcatas  terrae  et  dimidiam    .    .    . 

Tercia  pars  mercati  in  eo  .  *.  *.  -Maneriom  valet 
409.  et  mercatnm  138.  4d. 

Sooa  in  Partene.  Soca  5  caracatamm  terrae  ad 
geldum  .  .  .  Ibi  habet  Qislebertus  17  soohmannos 
et  27  bordarioB  .  .  .  Ibi  est  mercatum  10  solidomm 
et  100  aorae  pratL 

In  Tedalbi  et  Derbi  et  Bortone  habet  rez  6  tofbas  et 
dimidiam.    Meroatant  ad  Ohirchetone  pertinet. 


Soca  in  Triohingeham  1  carucata  terre  ad  geldum  TreoUn 
...  Ibi  est  forom  reddens  40  solidos  et  11  soch«  rJJjLj-- 
manni  et  8  bordarii.  <.,  ase. 

Glamores  que  sunt  in  Sudtreding  Lincolio  etconcordia  Linpolnab 
eorum  per  homines  qui  juraverunt.  ^^iSb 

In  Salflnet  et  in  mare  et  in  Suine  est  novum  theloneum   *** 
assuefactum  et  accepit  illud  Ansgerus,  &c.  et  hoc  dicit 
Ludes  wapentac  et  totum  Sudtreding  quod  hoc  the- 
loneum non  fuit  T.  B.  E.     .     .    . 

In  Salfluet  aocipit  Hugo  serviens  consuetudinem 
navium  quae  ibi  veniunt  gratis  et  ingratis  :  que  non 
fuerunt  ibi  T.  B.  B.  et  hoc  inceperunt  noviter :  et  hoc 
dicunt  homines  de  Treding,  quod  viderunt  inde  cla- 
morom  fieri. 

Glamores  in  Nortreding. 

In  Bertune  et  in  Ferebi  acoipiunt  homines  Gisleberti 
de  Gand  theloneum  aliud  auam  acoeperunt  T.  B.  E.  de 
pane,  piscibus,  coriis,  et  aliis  rebus  plurimis,  undo  nun- 
quam  datum  fuit. 

In  Castre  faciunt  similiter  homines  regis. 


DOMESDAY  BOOK. 

Tbanslations  of  Bxtbacts. 

Chester.  The  City  of  Chester  was  geldable  in  the  time  of  King 

Edward  for  50  hides.  There  are  three  hides  and  a  half 
outside  the  City,  to  wit,  one  hide  and  a  half  beyond 
.  the  Bridge  and  two  hides  in  Newton  and  Bedclive  and  in 
the  Bishop's  borough.  These  hides  were  geldable  with 
the  City. 

In  the  City  itself  there  were  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward  431  houses  paying  geld,  and  besides  these  the 
Bishop  had  56  houses  paying  geld.  At  that  time  the 
City  rendered  lOi  marks  of  silver :  two  parts  were  the 
King's,  and  the  third  part  the  Earl's. 

There  were  there  the  following  Laws :    .     .    . 

If  any  ships  came  to  the  port  of  the  City  or  sailed 
from  the  port  without  the  licence  of  the  King,  then 
for  every  man  who  was  on  such  ships  the  King 
and  the  Earl  had  40^.      • 

But  if  a  ship  came  with  the  King*s  peace  and  licence, 
those  who  were  in  her  sold  what  they  had  quit  [of 
exaction] ;  but  when  she  left  the  port  the  King  and 
Earl  had  4d,  for  every  list  [of  her  cargo]. 

If  the  Kind's  Portreeve  ordered  shipmen,  having 
marten  skins,  not  to  sell  to  anyone  until  they  had 
first  offered  them  to  him:  everyone  disobeying 
made  amends  in  409. 

A  man  or  woman  making  false  measure  in  the  City, 
being  caught,  made  amends  in  48. 

Likewise,  any  making  bad  beer  either  sat  in  the 
cucking  stool  or  paid  48.  to  the  Beeves. 

The  amends  for  this  offence  were  received  by  the 
King's  and  Earl's  Beeves  for  all  places  within  the 
City,  whoever  was  the  owner  of  the  land,  whether 
it  were  the  Bishop  or  any  other. 

And  in  like  manner  the  toll  also :  and  if  anvone  with- 
held toll  beyond  three  nights  he  made  amends 
in40t. 

In  the  time  of  King  Edward  there  were  in  this  City 
seven  moneyers  who  paid  to  the  King  and  Earl 
71,  beyond  their  farm  at  any  change  of  the 
coinage. 

At  that  time  there  were  12  Judges  for  the  City,  and 
these  were  taken  from  the  mea  of  the  King,  the 
men  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  men  of  the  Earl.  If 
any  one  of  these  being  of  the  Hundred  [Court] 
aMCDted  himself  on  the  day  on  which  it  sat 
without  a  manifest  excuse  he  paid  10^.,  divided 
between  the  King  and  Earl    ... 

At  that  time  this  City  rendered,  b^  way  of  ferm,  45Z. 
and  three  bales  of  marten  skins;  whereof  one- 
third  part  was  the  Earl's  and  two- thirds  the 
King's    ... 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  has  in  the  City  itself  the 
customs  following : — 

If  a  free  man  does  any  work  on  a  holiday,  the  Bishop 
has  therefor  88. ;  but  of  a  slave  or  handmaiden 
breaking  holiday,  the^  Bishop  has  48. 

If  a  chapman  arrives  in  the  City  bringing  a  load,  if 
without  licence  of  the  Bishop's  Beevo  he  unloads  it 
between  Saturday  at  noon  and  Monday,  or  on  any 


holy  day,  then  the  Bishop  has  for  this  forfeiture 
48. ;  or  if  the  Bishop's  man  finds  anyone  [on  such 
a  day]  carting  within  the  precinct  of  the  City, 
then  the  Bishop  has  for  the  forfeiture  48.  or  two 
oxen. 

In  the  City  of  Lincoln  there  were,  in  the  time  of  Lincoln. 
King  Edward,  970  inhabited  tenements.     .     .     . 

In  the  city  itself  there  were  12  Lawmen,  that  is  to 
say,  men  who  had  sac  and  soc : — Hardecnut,  Suartin, 
the  son  of  Gribald ;  Ulf,  the  son.  of  Suertebrand,  who 
had  toll  and  team ;  Walraven,  &c. 

Tochi,  the  son  of  Outi,  had  in  the  city  30  tenements, 
besides  his  Hall  and  two  Churches  and  a  half,  and  his 
Hall  he  had  free  of  all  custom,  and  over  the  other 
30  houses  he  had  a  right  of  letting  them,  and  besides 
this  he  had  of  each  one  a  penny,  that  is  the  land-gavel. 
Over  these  30  tenements  the  King  had  toll  and 
forfeiture  as  the  bui^esses  have  sworn     .     .     . 

Bishop  Bemy  has  a  little  manor  adjacent  to  the 
City  of  Lincoln,  with  sac  and  soc,  and  with  tol  and 
team,  and  the  like  rights  over  three  tenements  .  .  . 
and  .  .  .  over  78  tenements  the  like  rights  saving 
the  geld  of  the  Kiilg  which  the  tenants  pay  along  with 
the  burgesses. 

Stamford,  a  Boyal  Borough,  paid  geld  in  the  time  of  Stamford. 
King  Edward  for  twelve  hunoreds  and  a  half  to  the 
army  and  navy  and  for  Danegeld.  There  were  and 
are  there  six  wards,  five  in  Lincolnshire  and  a  sixth 
in  Northamptonshire,  which  is  beyond  the  bridge; 
nevertheless  it  rendered  all  custom  along  with  the 
others,  excepting  the  land-gavel  and  toll  therein,  which 
the  abbot  of  Peterborough  had  and  has  now     .     .     . 

In  these  wards  there  are  77  tenements  of  socmen, 
who  hold  their  lands  in  demesne  and  find  themselves 
lords  whore  they  will,  and  of  whom  the  King  has  nothing 
but  their  forfeitures  and  heriot  and  toll. 


In'Torksey  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  there  were 
213  burgesses ; '  thev  had  all  the  same  customs  which 
the  men  of  Lincoln  had,  and  this  much  more  that 
each  of  them  who  had  a  tenement  in  the  same  town 
gave  neither  toll  nor  custom  on  going  in  or  coming 
out    .... 

And  if  any  of  the  burgesses  wished  to  go  elsewhere 
and  to  sell  the  house  which  he  had  in  the  same  town 
he  could  do  it  if  he  chose  without  the  knowledge  and 
licence  of  the  Portreeve.  , 

In  the  city  of  Canterbury  King  Edward  had  51  bur- 
gesses who  rendered  land-gavel,  and  212  more  over 
whom  he  had  sac  and  soc,  and  three  mills  worth  40tf. 
Now  the  burgesses  pajdng  gavel  are  only  19.  Of  the 
32  others,  11  were  destroyed  in  making  the  city  moat; 
and  the  Archbishop  has  seven  and  the  Abbot  of  S. 
Augustine  13  more,  in  exchange  for  [their  land  taken 
for]  the  castle The  toll  is  worth  68«.    .     .     . 

A  certain  portreeve,  Bruman  by  name,  took  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward  the  customs  of  stranger  chapmen 
on  the  land  of  the  churches  of  the  Holy  Trinity  and 
S.  Augustine.  But  he  afterwards  acknowledged,  in 
the  time  of  King  William,  before  Archbishop  Lanfrano 
and  the  Bishop  of  Bayoux,  that  he  had  received  these 


Torks^. 


Canterbury. 
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Walling, 
ford. 


Lowes. 


Oak- 
hampton. 


Tromaton. 


Tutbury. 


Olioshunt. 


Hochiun. 


Melton. 


customs  w!rong£ally,  and  he  made  oath  and  swore  that 
the  said  (lurches  had  their  customs  to  themselves 
in  King  Edward's  time.  And  thenoefiorth  both  the 
said  chnrches  have  had  their  cnstoms  within  their  laud, 
by  a  judgment  of  the  Barons  tif  the  King  who  held  a 
plea  thereof. 

In  the  borough  of  Wallingford  King  Edward  had 
eight  virgates  of  land,  and  m  these  there  were  276 
houses  rendering  IIZ.  of  land-gavel,  and  the  resiants 
there  did  the  King's  service  on  horseback  or  by  water 
as  far .  as  Blidbery,  &c.  .  .  .  and  while  they  were 
doing  this  tl^e  Portreeve  had  to  gi^  them  their  wage 
and  corody,  not  out  of  the  King's  moneys  but  out  of  Ms 
own. 

Now  there  are  in  the  boroueh  itsdf  all  the  customs 
as  they  were  before,  but  of  the  houses  there  are 
13  less  .  .  .  and  the.  moneyer  has  one  house  quit 
of  all  custom  so  long  as  he  is  coming. 

Aimer  the  priest,  and  another  Elmer  the  priest,  and 
Bruman,  and  Edwi,  and  Edmund,  and  William  Fite- 
Osmund,  and  Leflet,  and  Lanbert  the  Priest,  and 
Alwold,  and  Godric,  all  have  the  land-g^vel  of  their 
houses,   and  the  fine  of   blood  if  it  be  shed  there, 

Erovided  that  the  man  has  been  received  within  the 
ouse  before  he  is  charged  by  the  King's  Eeeve; 
excepting  always  upon  Saturdays  by  reason  of  the 
markets,  because  on  that  day  the  King  has  the 
forfeiture,  and  for  adultery  and  for  theft  the  men 
aforesaid  have  all  fines  within  their  tenements,  but  all 
other  forfeitares  belong  to  the  King. 

The  land  of  William  de  Warene. 

The  borough  of  Lewes  in  the  time  of  King  Edward 
rendered  61.  4«.  1J(2.  of  land-gavel  and  of  toll. 

King  Edward  had  there  127  burgesses  in  his  demesne, 
and  their  custom  was  as  follows : — 

If  the  Eling  should  send  his  men  to  guard  the  sea, 
without  [requiring]  them,  they  collected  of  all  the  men 
of  the  town,  to  whomsoever  the  land  belonged,  20«. ;  and 
they  found  men  to  keep  the  armaments  in  the  King's 
ships. 

Whoever  in  the  borough  sells  a  horse  pays  the 
Portreeve  a  penny,  and  the  buyer  another  penny. 

So  for  an  ox,  a  halfpenny  [each]. 

Por  a  man,  4d.  [each],  if  he  is  bought  in  any  place 
within  the  Eape    ... 

At  every  change  of  the  coinage,  each  moneyer  pays 
20«. 

Baldwin  [the  sheriff]  holds  of  the  King  Oakhampton, 
and  that  is  the  seat  of  his  castle.    ... 

There  are  there  4  burgesses ;  and  a  market  rendering 
4tf.- 

Brismer  held  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  and  paid 
geld  for  2i  hides,  yet  there  are  5  hides,  Ac. 

The  Earl  of  Moretain  has  there  a  castle,  and  the 
market  renders  3«. 

Henry  de  Ferrars  holds  the  castle  of  Tutbury.  In 
the  borough  about  the  castle  are  42  men  who  live  only 
by  their  merchandise,  and  they  render,  inclading  the 
market  dues,  4Z.  lOs, 

The  Earl  [Alan]   himself  holds    Cheshunt   for   20 

hides 

Ten  chapmen  there  render  lOs,  of  custom. 

William  Peveral  holds  Hecham  of  the  Eang.  There 
are  there  6  hides,  and  land  for  12^^  plough-teams. 
.  .  .  There  is  a  market  there  rendering  20«,  yearly, 
and  a  mill  of  20^.,  and  10  acres  of  meadow,  &o. 

Groisfrid  himself  holds  Melton. 
There  are  7  hides,  &c.     The  market  renders  20«.  and 
2  mills  259. 

Bollngbroke.  'In  Bolingbroke,  Stori  had  2  canicates  of  land 
geldablo,  &c.  .  •  .  There  is  a  church  idiere  and  a 
new  market. 

Spalding.  In  Spalding  Earl  Algar   had    9  oamcates  of  land 

geldable.     .    .    . 
There  is  a  market  there  worth  40«. 

Burton  In  Bertone  TJlf  Fenisc  had  13  carucates  of  land  geld- 

able, &c. 

There  are  a  church  and  priest  there,  ^nd  2  mills  of 
40^.  and  a  market  and  ferry  worth  41. 

Berkeley  In  Berkeley  King  Edward  had  5  hides,  &c. 

There  is  a  market-place  there,  in  which  17  men 
resido  and  render  certain  rents  included  in  the  ferm. 


A*  Tewkesbury  there  are  now  13  burgesses,  render-  Tewkes- 
ing  20«.  yearly.    The  market  which  the  Queen  erected  ^"y- 
ikere  renders  lU.  Sd. 

Eye  was  held  by  Edric  in  King  Edward's  time  as  ^je. 
12  carucates  of  land,  &o. 

Then  there  were  80  sheep,  now  90,  and  now  there  is 
a  market  and  a  park,  and  in  the  market  reside  25 


In  the  hundred  of  Cirencester  King  Edward  had  Oirencester. 
5  hides  of  land    .    •    • 

There  are  in  demesne  there  5  plough-teams,  and 
31  villeins  with  10  plough-teams,  Ac. 

And  from  the  new  market  there  are  20».  of  which  the 
churph  of  St,  Mary  has  the  third  penny. 

The  Bishop  of  Winchester  holds  Taunton.    Arch-  Taunton, 
bishop  Stigand  held  it  in  King  Edward's  time  and  paid 
geld  for  54  hides  and  2J  virgates.    .    .    .    There  are 
64  burgesses  who  render  32«.    Three  mills  there  render 
100«.  less  60d.    The  market  renders  50«.,  and  from  the  . 
mint  there  is  50«. 

The  church   of  S.   Petroo   holds    Bodmin.    .    .    .  Bodmin. 
S.  Petroc  has   there  68  houses  and  a  market.     The 
Whole  is  worth  25«. 

Earl  Morcar's  mother    held    Sudbury  in  the  time  Sudbury, 
of   King   Edward.    Now   King  William    has  in    his 
demesne  3  carucates  of  land.    .    .    . 

The  church  of  S.  Gregory  [is  rated  at]  50  acres  of 
freehold  land  by  the  testmiony  of  the  hundredors,  and 
there  are  25  iacres  of  meadow  .  .  .  and  One  market, 
and  there  are  moneyers  there. 


The  Archbishop  [of  Canterbury]  holds  Newedone. 
....  There  is  a  market  worth  40*,,  less  5cL 
There  is  a  wood,  &c.  In  the  whole  it  was  worth  in 
King  Edward's  time  100«.,  and  when  the  Archbishop 
got  It  12Z.,  and  now  10^.,  yet  the  reeve  pays  18Z.  10». 


Newonden. 


In 


Bradford- 
on-Avon. 


The    Church  of   Shaftesbury  holds   Bradford. 
King  Edward's  time  it  paid  geld  for  42  hides.    .    . 
Two  mills  there  render  3Z.    tSlo  market  returns  45*. 

^The  church  of  Michelney  holds  Ilminster.    Abbot  ilmiuster 
Inward  held  it  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  and  oaid 
geld  for  20  hides.    .     .  *^ 

The  market  there  renders  20«. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  holds  Matele.    .    .    .  Hatolc. 

The  market  of  this  manor,  which  the  Bishop  had  in 
King  Edward's  time,  is  now  held  by  the  Earl  of 
Moretain. 

The  same  bishop  holds  the  manor  which  is  called  the  St.  Ger- 
Church  of  St.  Grermain's.  There  are  there  24  hides,  "*^'«- 
Ac. 

In  this  manor  there  is  a  Sunday  market,  but  it  is 
reduced  to  nothing  because  of  the  market  of  the  Earl 
of  Moretain,  which  is  set  up  close  to  it. 

The  Canons  of  St.  Stephen  hold  Launceston,  Ac.  Litunoeston. 

From  this  manor  the  Earl  of  Moretain  took  away  a 
market  which  was  established  there  in  King  Edward's 
time,  and  it  is  worth  20ff. 

In  Louth  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  held  12  plough-lands  Louth 
geldable.     There  is  land  for  12  plough-teams.     The 
bishop  has  there  in  his  demesne  3  teams,  and  fourscore 
burgesses  and  a  market  bringing  in  29«.,  and  40  socmen 
and  two  villeins    •    •    . 


in    King  Melchwn. 


At   Melcham,    Archbishop    Stigand   had 
Bdward]s  time  10  carucates  of  land,  Ac. 

To  this  manor  always  belongs  the  hamlet  of  Licham 
with  4  carucates  of  land,  &c.  .  .  .  Another  ham  let| 
Downham,  belongs  to  it  also,  being  4  carucates  of  land! 
•  .  In  this  hamlet  there  has  always  been  half  of  a 
market    .    .     . 

The  whole  manor  was  in  King  Edward's  time  worth 
301,,  and  is  now  worth  40/. 

At  Beccles  the  ^bbey  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  held  in  Beeoles. 
King  Edward's   time  two  plough-lands  as  a  manor. 
There  have  always  been  two  villeins,  &c.,  and  a  market 
and  26  burgesses,  and  the  abbot  has  three  parts  of  the 
market  and  the  King  the  fourth  part. 


The  lands  of  William,  Bishop  of  Thetford. 

At  Hoxn^,  Bishop  Ailmar  held  in  King  Edward's 
time  nine  plough-lands  as  a  manor    .    .    . 

In  this  manor  there  was,  in  King  Edward's  time,  and 
after  King  William  came  to  England,  a  market  which 
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wag  held  on  ^ard&y;  and  William  Malel  created 
another  market  on  the  same  da^  in  his  castle  [of 
Eye],  and  by  reason  thereof  the  bishop's  market  is  so 
deteriorated  tibat  it  is  little  worth ;  and  it  is  now  held 
on  Fridays,  and  the  market  of  Eye  is  held  on  Saturday 

King  William  holds  Faversham,  taxed  at  7  snlings.   • 
A  market  worth  4Z.,  and  2  saltpans  bringing  3^.  2d., 

and  three  houses  in  the  city  of  Canterbury  ratea  at  209., 

pertain  to  this  manor. 

The  King  himself  holds  in  his  demesne  Neteham : 
K.  Edward  also  held  it.  How  many  hides  there  are 
the  inquest  did  not  say.  There  is  hmd  for  62  plough- 
teams.    •    •    •    There  is  a  market  worth  8Z. 

'^e  King  holds  in  his  demesne  Basingstoke.  It  has 
always  been  a  roval  manor.  It  has  never  naid  geld, 
nor  been  assessed  by  hides.  There  is  land  for  20  plough- 
teams    •    •    There  is  a  market  there  worth  80«. 

The  King  holds  Titchfield,  which  is  a  hamlet  per* 
taizdng  to  Meanestoke.  King  Edward  held  it.  There 
are  there  2  hides,  but  they  have  never  paid  geld.  There 
is  land  for  15  ploughteams.  •  •  •  A  market  and  toll 
bring  in  40a. 

The  King  holds  Gookham  in  demesne.  King  Edward 
held  it.  .  .  .  There  are  2  miUs  bringmg  in  21a.  6(2., 
and  2  fisheries  worth  13a.  4c{.  .  •  .  From  the  new 
market  which  is  there  now  the  King  has  20a. 

Hie  King  holds  Frome.    Kins  Edward  held  it.    It 
never  paid  geld,  nor  is  it  known  how  many  hides  there  . 
are  there.    •    •    •    8  mills  there  return  25a.  and  the 
market  returns  46a.  8d. 

The  King  holds  Milbome.  •  •  In  this  manor  are 
56  burgesses  who  with  their  market  render  60a. 

^  The  King  holds  Orewkeme.  Eddeva  held  it  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward;  and  it  did  not  pay  geld  nor  is  it 
known  how  many  hides  there  are,  •  .  •  Four  mills 
there  return  4f0a.  and  the  market  returns  4Z« 

The  King  holds  Milverton.  .  •  The  market  there 
returns  10a.  The  whole  manor  returns  25Z.  by  tale.  In 
the  time  of  Queen  Edith  it  used  to  return  122. 

The  E^ing  holds  Bampton  .  .  .  There  are  there 
4  mills  woiiJi  25a.  From  the  fisheries  l^ere  20a.  From 
the  meadows  65a.    From  the  market  50a. 

Leighton  is  a  demesne  manor  of  the  King  and 
answers  now  for  47  hides,  &c.  The  toll  of  the  market 
returns  71. 

Luton  is  a  demesne  manor  of  the  King  assessed  at 
30  hides  .  •  .  There  is  land  for  82  ploughteams. 
.    «    .    Of  the  toll  of  the  market,  100a. 

The  King  holds  Sutton.  There  are  there  3  hides 
.  .  .  There  is  a  mill  of  10a.  8(2.  From  the  meadows, 
20a.    From  the  market,  20a. 

The  Earl  of  Moretam  holds  Liskeard.  .  .  .  The 
market  there  returns  4a.,  and  the  mill  returns  12a. 

Brictrio,  the  son  of  Algar,  held  Thombury^  •  •  . 
There  are  two  mills  wonk  6a.  4d.  .  •  «  There  is  a 
market  there  worth  20a. 

The  following  lands  belong  to  the  Canons  of  Here« 
ford:— 

In  Eton  are  five  hides  •  •  •  The  whole  is 
worth  41. 


Tins  mmior  was  held  by  Earl  Harold,  and  Earl 
William  granted  it  to  Bishop  Walter  for  the  land  in 
which  the  market  place  now  is,  &o. 

In  Arlsey  Bernard  holds  5}  hides  and  two  thirds  of  a  Arisey. 
hide.    .    •    . 
There  is  there  a  market  of  10a. 

Lycham  was  held  as  a  manor  in  King  Edward's  time   lorcham. 
by  Turchetil,  a  free  man,  as  three  ploughlands.    .    .    . 

To  this  manor  i)ertauis  half  a  carucate  of  land,  in 
Which  there  have  always  been  two  cottiers  and  a 
quarter  of  a  market. 

Eoger  Bigot  holds  Oaramhall  in  demesne.    Norman  Oarmmhail. 
held  it  as  four  camcates  in  Eling  Edward's  time.    .    .    . 
In  the  said  manor  which  Norman  held,  there  are  now 

35  free  men  who  are  able  to  sell  or  grant  their  lands : 
Eoger  has  these  in  his  demesne  with  sac  andsocand 
all  their  customs;  and  they  have  three  ploughlands. 
They  have  always  had  12  teams,  and  there  is  an  acre 
of  meadow,  and  there  is  now  a  market  by  grant  of  the 
King. 

In   Clare,    Alurio   held    24   ploughlands   in    King  Clare. 
Edward's  time  as  a  manor.    .    .    .    Then  there  were 

36  teams  of  the  tenants,  afterwards  30,  now  24.     .    .    . 
There  was  always  a  mill.    •    .    .    There  has  always 

been  a  market:  now  there  are  43  burgesses. 

The  land  of  Ralph  Peverel. 

In  Aspale  he  has  16  acres  in  his  demesne.    .         •    In  Aspale. 
the  same  vill  he  has  the  third  part  of  a  church  and 
the  third  part  of  a  fair. 

In  Haverill  Clarobold  held  in  King  Edward's  time  Haverill. 
2}  camcates  as  a  manor.   •    •    •    There  belongs  to 
it  the  third  part  of  a  market.    .    •    •    The  manor  is 
worth  40a.  and  the  market  13a.  4c2. 

Soke  in  Fartney.    There  is  the  soke  of  5  ploughlands  Partnoy. 
goldable    .    .    .    Gislebert  has  there  17  sokemen  and 
27  cottiers    .    .    .    There  is  a  market  there  worth  10a. 
and  100  acres  of  meadow. 

In  Tedulby  and  Derby  and  Barton  the  King  holds  Chiroheton, 
sise  tofts  and  a  half.    The  markets  pertain  to  Cliirche- 
ton. 

The  sokeland  in  Treckingham  is  1  ploughland  geld-  TreckiiiR- 
able    .    .    •    There  is  a  nxarket  there  rendering  40a.  1*^°^« 
and  11  sokemen  and  8  cottiers. 

The  claims  in  the  South  Biding  of  Lincolnshire,  and  Lincoln- 
the  verdicts  thereon  presented  by  the  jurors.  shire  claims. 

In  Saltfleet  and  in  the  sea,  and  in  Swine,  a  new  toll 
has  been  brought  into  use,  and  Ansger,  &c.,  have  taken 
the  same  ;  and  the  jury  of  Louth  Wapentake  and  of  the 
whole  South  Biding  say  that  this  toU  was  not  in  exis- 
tence in  the  time  of  Kiiig  Edward.    .    .    . 

In  Saltfleet,  a  servant  named  Hu^h  receives  the 
custom  of  all  ships  that  come  there,  wilhng  or  unwilling. 
And  these  tolls  were  not*  there  in  the  time  of  King 
Edward;  and  they  have  recently  begun  this,  and  the 
men  of  the  Trithiiiff  say  this  because  they  know  that 
complaint  is  made  tnereof. 

•  *  *  * 

The  claims  in  the  North  Biding. 

In  Barton  and  Ferraby  the  men  of  Gislebert  de  Gkmd 
take  tolls  other  than  those  they  had  in  King  Edward's 
time,  to  wit,  of  bread,  and  fish,  and  hides,  and  many 
other  things  of  which  toll  was  never  given. 

In  Caistor  the  King's  servants  do  the  like. 


VI. 


Extracts  from  the  Beoobds  of  the  BottouGEt  of 
NoTTiKQHAir.    (Translated). 


Chabteb  of  KiHO  Hbkbt  U. 


Heniy ,  King  of  England,  and  Duke  of  Normandy  And 
Aquitaine,  and  Earl  of  Anjou,  to  his  archbishops,  .  .  . 
sheriffs,  ministers,  and  all  his  faithful  subjects,  French 
and  English,  of  all  Englan(^  meeting.  Know  ye  that 
I  have  granted,  and  bv  this  my  charter  have  confirmed, 
to  the  burgesses  of  Nottingham  all  those  £ree  customs 


which  they  had  in  the  time  of  King  Henrjr  my  grand- 
father; to  wit,  tol  and  theam,  and  infangenetheof 
and  thelonea,  from  Thrumpton  to  Newark,  and  of  all 
things  crossing  the  Trent,  as  fully  as  in  the  borough 
of  Nottingham  ;  and  on  the  other  side,  from  the  brook 
beyond  Bempston  to  the  water  of  Betfwd  in  the  north. 
Moreover,  the  men  of  Nottinghamshire  and  Derbyshire 
ought  to  come  to  the  borough  of  Nottingham  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  witii  their  wains  and  packhorses ;  nor 
ought  anyone  within  a  radius  of  ten  lenucae  of  Notting- 
ham to  work  dyed  cloth,  except  in  the  borough  of 
Nottingham.  And  if  anyone,  whencesoever  he  may 
be,  shcSl  dwell  in  the  borough  of  Nottingham  a  year 
ifrTid  a  4a^i  in  timue  pf  peace^  without  claLm«  no  one 
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afterwards  except  the  king  shall  have  any  right  in 
him.  And  whosoever  of  the  burgesses  shall  buy  the 
land  of  his  neighbour,  and  shall  possess  it  for  a  whole 
year  and  a  day,  without  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
kindred  of  the  vendor,  if  they  be  in  England,  he  shall 
afterwards  quietly  possess  it ;  nor  shall  it  be  answered 
to  the  reeve  of  the  l)orough  of  Nottingham  claiming 
any  burgess,  unless  another  shall  be  the  plaintiff  in  the 
case.  And  whosoever  shall  -dwell  in  the  borough,  of 
whatsoever  fee  he  may  l^e,  he  ought  to  pay  tallages 
together  with  the  burgesses,  and  make  up  the  defaults 
of  the  borough.  Also  all  who  come  to  the  market  of 
Nottingham  from  the  eve  of  Friday  to  the  eve  of 
Saturday  shall  not  be  distrained  except  for  the  King's 
ferm.  And  fche  passage  of  the  Trent  ought  to  be  free  to 
navigators  as  far  as  one  perch  extends  on  either  side 
of  the  mid-stream.  Wherefore  I  will  and  firmly 
enjoin  that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  shall  have  and  hold 
the  said  customs  in  good  manner  and  in  peace,  and 
freely  and  quietly,  and  honourably,  and  fully  and 
wholly,  as  they  had  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  my 
•  grandfather.  Witnesses :  Eichard  de  Humet,  Constable ; 
William  de  Braosio;  William  de  Caisneto;  William 
de  Lauvallei ;  Ranulf,  sheriff  of  Nottingham.    At  York. 


Chabtek  of  John,  Eabl  ot  Mortain,  confirming 

the  Chaetbr  of  his  Fathbe,  King  Henry  II. 

[Circa  1189.] 

John,  Earl  of  Mortain,  to  all  his  men  and  friends, 
French  and  English,  present  and  to  come,  greeting. 
Know  ye  that  I  have  granted,,  and  by  this  present 
charter  have  confirmed,  to  my  burgesses  of  Notting- 
ham all  those  free  customs  which  they  had  in  the  time 
of  King  Henry  my  great-grandfather,  and  in  the  time 
of  King  Henry -my  father,  as  the  charter  of  the  same 
Henry  my  father  witnesses;  to  wit,  tol  and  theam, 
and  inf^ingenetheof  and  thelonea,  from  Thrumpton  to 
Newaric,  and  of  everything  crossing  the  Trent,  as  fully 
as  in  the  borough  of  Nottingham ;  ahd  on  the  other 
side,  from  the  brook  beyond  Rempston  to  the  water  of 
Retrord  in  the  north,  &c.  .  .  .  And  the  passage  of 
the  Trent  ought  to  be  free  to  navigators  as  far  as  one 
perch  extends  on  either  side  of  the  mid-stream. 

Moreover,  I  have  also  granted,  of  my  own  gift,  and 
by  this  my  charter  have  confirmed,  to  the  same  my 
free  burgesses  a  merchants*  gild,  with  all  the  Iil)ertie8 
and  free  customs  which  should  belong  or  usuallv  do 
belong  to  a  merchants*  gild.  And  that  thev  shall  be 
quit  of  toll  [thehnea]  throughout  the  whole  of  my 
land,  within  and  without  fairs.  And  they  may  make, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  whom  they  will  from  amongst 
themselves  to  be  their  reeve,  who  shall  answer  on 
their  behalf  for  my  ferm ;'  provided  that  if  the  reeve 
shall  displease  me,  I  shall  remove  him  at  my  will,  and 
they  shall  substitute  another  at  my  pleasure.  Also  I 
have  granted  to  the  same  burgesses  that  whosoever 
shall  be  constituted  reeve  of  the  same  borough  shall 
pay  the  ferm  of  the  same  borough  to  my  demesne 
exchequer,  wherever  it  may  be  in  England,  at  two 
terms,  to  wit,  a  moiety  at  the  close  of  Easter,  and  a 
moiety  in  the  octave  of  Saint  Michael.  Wherefore  I 
will  and  firmly  enjoin  that  the  aforesaid  burgesses  shall 
have  and  hold  the  aforesaid  customs  well  and  in  peace, 
freely  and  quietly,  honourably  and  peacefully,  fully  and 
wholly,  as  they  had  them  in  the  time  of  King  Henry 
my  great-grandfather,  and  in  the  time  of  King  Henry 
my  father,  with  the  aforesaid  augmentations  which  I 
have  granted  them.  And  I  forbid  that  anyone  presume 
to  vex  the  said  burgesses  in  aught  against  this  my 
charter,  upon  pain  of  10  marks  to  be  forfeited  to  me. 
These  being  witnesses:  Hugh,  Bishop  of  Coventry; 
Adam,  Abbot  of  Welbeck  .  .  .  *  Serlo  the  clerk,  and 
many  others. 

Lbtung  of  the  Tolls  of  the  Burgesses  of  Nottingham 
to  the  Burgesses  of  Eetford. 

[1225,  November  17.] 
To  all  men  seeing  or  hearing  these  letters,  the 
burgesses  of  Nottingham,  greeting.  E^now  ye  all  of  you 
that  we,  with  common  assent  and  unanimous  will,  have 
demised,  granted,  and  by  this  our  present  charter  have 
confirmed,  to  the  burgesses  of  Eetford  our  toll,  belong- 
ing to  the  borough  of  Nottingham,  from  the  bridge  of 
Kelum  and  as  far  as  the  Doverbec  where  it  falls  into 
the  Trent,  and  from  Epreston  and  Mireild  Bridge,  and 
from  Ketford,  and  from  all  other  places  towards  the 
north  where  wc  took  toll  on  the  day  on  which  this 
agreement  was  made  between  us  and  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  of  Beiford,  to  wit,  on  Monday  next  before 


the  feaat  of  St.  Edmund,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  Of 
King  Henry,  the  son  of  King  John ;  saving  the  liberties 
of  all  those  throughout  the  liberties  who  are  quit  of  toll 
in  Nottingham,  and  saving  all  coming  with  merchandise 
to  Nottingham  and  returning  with  merchandise  from 
Nottingham ;  to  have  and  to  hold  at  ferm  to  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  of  Retford,  and  their  successors,  of  us  and  our 
successors  for  ever ;  rendering  therefor  to  us  and  our 
successors  annually,  in  time  of  peace  and  war,  any 
cause  notwithstanding,  twenty  m^ks  of  silver  at  two 
terms  of  the  year,  to  wit,  ten  marks  on  Palm  Sunday 
and  ten  marks  at  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  Saint 
Mary,  and  one  dinner  each  year,,  to  us  arid  to  our 
successors,  according  to  our  custom,  qn  .th^  day  of 
paying,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  feast  of  St.  Martin. 
We  promise  and  grant  that  if  we,  or  our  successors, 
should  desire  to  go  against  this  charter,  we  will  give 
forty  marks  of  silver  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  of 
Eetford,  by  way  of  a  penalty,  and  for  greater  -security 
we  have  strengthened  the  present  writing  with  our 
common  seal  of  the  borough.  These  being  witnesses : 
Sir  Eoger,  Prior  of  Lenton  .  .  .  Thomas  de  Saint 
Quintin,  and  others. 


First  Charter  of  King  Henrt  m. 

[1229-30,  February  24.] 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Ac, 
.  .  .  to  his  archbishops,  .  .  .  justices,  sheriffs, 
reeves,  ministers,  and  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful 
^  subjects,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  charter  of 
'  Lord  King  John,  our  father,  made  to  o\ir  .burgesses  of 
Nottingham,  in  these  words :  *'  John,  by  the  ^aoe  of 
God,"  IreoiUng  King  John's  Charter,  tU  sv^cT],  We, 
therefore,  accounting  these  gifts  and  grants  as  v^d 
and  acceptable,  grant  and  confirm  them  to  the  afore- 
said burgesses  for  us  and  our  heirs. 

Moreover,  we  have  granted  of  our  own  ffift,  and  by 
this  our  charter  do  confirm,  for  us  and  our  neirs,  to  the 
same  burgesses  and  their  heirs,  that  they  may  render 
to  us  the  aforesaid  ferm  of  the  same  borough,  by  their 
hand  at  our  exchequer  at  two  terms,  to  wit,  twenty-siz 
pounds  at  the  close  of  Elaster,  and  twenty-six  pounds  in 
the  octave  of  Ssdnt  Michael ;  and  that  they  and  their 
heirs  may  have  and  hold  the  i^oresaid  town  by  the 
aforesaid  ferm  of  fifty-two  pounds  of  white  money,  as  is 
aforesaid.  We  have  also  ^ranted,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to 
the  same  burgesses  and  their  heirs,  that  they  may  take 
tronage  in  the  town  of  Nottingham  of  wares  which 
go  by  weight,  as  they  are  used  to  take  in  other  boroughs 
and  cities  throughout  England.  And  that  they  may 
have  coroners  from  themselves  in  the  same  town. 


Agreement  between  the  Burgesses  of  NomNGfiAil    ' 
and  Derby  as  to  Tolls. 

[1279,  July  26.] 

Know  all  men  seeing  or  hearing  this  present  writing 
made  in  the  manner  of  a  chirograph  that,  whereas 
certaih  contentions  have  arisen  between  the  burgesses 
of  Nottingham  on  the  one  part,  and  the  burgesses  of 
Dei^by.  on  the  other  part,  as  to  certain  exactions  made 
on  one  side  .or.th,o  other,  as  well  as  bv  toll  as  by  the 
emption  of  live  cattle  or  animals,  and  certain  other 
things  set  out  below,  the  said  contentions  have  been  at 
length  allayed,  by  the  intervention  of  all  friends,  with 
the  express  couQent^  of.  both  communities,  in  this 
manner,  on  the  morrow  of  St.  James  the  Apostle,  in 
the  year  of  Grace  1279,  and  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  the  son  of  King  Henry,  at  San- 
diacre ;  to  wit,  that  the  said  burgesses,  both  of  Notting- 
ham and  Derby,  have  granted  henceforth,  for  them  and 
their  heirs  and  successors  of  the  liberties  of  the  aforesaid 
boroughs,  that  whosoever  of  those  boroughs  shall  buy 
any  animal  or  animals  or  cattle  whatsoever  within  the 
liberties  of  the  other  borough,  he  shall  brin^  the  sellers 
of  the  said  animals  or  cattle  before  the  bailiffs  of  the 
said  liberty,  before  he  shall  go  out  of  the  same  liberty 
with  the  said  animals  or  cattle,  to  pay  thereon  their 
toll,  if  he  desire  it.  And  in  case  it  snail  happen  that 
any  of  these  sellers,  by  reason  of  whatsoever  liberty  he 
may  claim,  shall  refuse  to  pay  thereon  his  toll,  it  shall 
be  permitted  to  the  said  buyers  of  the  borough  to  cancel 
their  purchase  of  such  animals  or  cattle,  if  they  will, 
or  to  adhere  to  it,  but  they  shall  pay  the  toll  for  their 
seller  if  they  will,  and  if  it  shall  seem  expedient  to 
them ;  and  afterwards  when  they  make  their  passage 
with  their  said  animals  or  cattle  through  the  way- 
wardens, who  are  called  *'  Gategetirs,"  or  tlm^ugh  others 
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of  the  liberty  of  the  borough  where  the  purchase  was 
made,  who  take  sign  of  the  toll  for  the  said  animalB  or 
cattle  from  them,  they  shall  pass  through  quietly  on 
their  oath,  to  wit,  that  they  have  appeared  before  the 
bailiffs  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  And  if  the  said  buyers 
shall  be  hereupon  impeded  of  their  free  passage  by  any 
of  the  aforesaid  borough,  or  shall  be  arrested,  and  this 
can  be  honestly  proveu,  then  they  who  have  iiupeded 
them  shall  satisfy  them,  by  the  supervision  of  trust- 
worthy men  of  both  towns,  ot  their  damages  which 
they  have  received  by  reason  of  their  hindrance  and 
arrest.  But  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  of  the  aforesaid 
burgesses,  of  whichever  of  the  aforesaid  boroughs  he 
may  be,  or  his  servant,  shall  presume  to  fly  beyond  the 
liberty  aforesaid,  carrying  away  any  such  animals  or 
cattle  aforesaid,  other  than  his  own,  by  themselves  or 
with  his  own  cattle,  in  deceit  of  the  toil,  and  this  can 
be  surely  proven,  the  same  transgressor  shall  then 
give  two  shillings  by  way  of  amercement  to  the 
bailiffs  against  whom  he  has  transgressed  for  the  afore* 
said  transgression,  and  the  aforesaid  animals  or  cattle 
shall  be  nevertheless  arrested  uutil  the  said  bailiffi^ 
shall  be  fully  satisfied  of  the  toll  and  transgression; 
and  if  any  servant  aforesaid  convicted  of  such  trans- 
gression shall  not  be  found  sutticient  to  pay  the  said 
two  shillings,  then  his  lord  shall  answer  for  Jtiim  to  the 
said  bailiffs  for  the  said  two  shillings  for  as  much  as  his 
wages  will  cover,  and  shall  also  remove  the  same 
servant  from  his  service  as  long  as  aught  of  the  said 
two  shillings  shall  be  in  arrear,  nor  shall  he  stay  with 
any  other  burgess  in  service  until  the  said  bailifis  shall 
be  fully  satisfied  of  the  said  injury. 


Chaeibs  of  KlSQ  Edwabj)  I. 

[128;J-4,  February  12.] 

The  King  to  his  archbishops,  <S^c.  .  .  .  greeting. 
Whereas  we  on  account  of  certain  transgressions  which 
the  burgesses  and  community  of  our  town  of  Notting- 
ham had  committed  out  of  conhdence  in  their  liberties, 
have  taken  the  town,  with  all  liberties  pertaining  to  it, 
and  have  retained  it  in  our  hands  for  three  years  and 
more,  wishing  to  show  the  same  burgesses  and  com- 
munity special  grace,  we  re^toro  to  them  the  same 
Mwn,  witn  ail  the  liberties,  <!i!;c.  .  .  .  And  we  have 
granted,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  for  the  alleviation  of  the 
estate  of  the  burgesse:i  and  other  men  of  the  same  town, 
that  they  shall  henceforth  have  in  the  same  town  a 
mayor  from  amongst  themselves,  whom  the  burgesses 
of  both  boroughs  of  the  same  town  being  assembled 
each  year  in  the  feast  of  8t.  Michael,  shall  elect 
with  unanimous  consent  and  will,  to  be  set  over  the 
bailiffs  and  others  of  the  same  borough  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  government  and  advantage  of  the 
same  town,  and  that  they  shall  at  once,  the  same 
election  having  been  made,  elect  one  bailiff  of  one 
borough  and  another  for  the  other  borough,  on  account 
of  the  diversity  of  customs  existing  in  the  same 
boroughs,  who  shall  execute  those  things  which  pertain 
to  their  office.  And  that  they  and  uieir  successors, 
besides  their  fair  lasting  for  eight  days  at  the  feast  of 
St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  shall  have  for  ever  one  other 
fair  in  the  same  town  each  year  to  endure  for  15  days, 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  eve,  and  on  the  day  and  the 
morrow  of  the  feast  of  St.  Edmund  the  King  and 
Martyr,  and  for  12  days  following,  unless  this  fair  shall 

be  to  the  damage  of  neighboaring  fairs, 

•  .  .  with  ail  hberties  and  free  customs  pertaining 
to  such  a  fair,  unless  this  fair  shall  be  to  the  damage  of 
neighbouring  fairs,  as  is  aforesaid.  These  being 
witnesses:  the  venerable  fathers  iiobert,  iiishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells ;  Antony,  Bishop  of  Durham  ;  Thomas 
de  Clare,  Otto  de  Graiidison,  John  de  Yescy,  Hobert 
Tibetot,  Kobert  Fitz-John,  and  others.  Given  .  .  . 
[at  Lincoln,  on  the  12th  day  of  February]. 


Agbbsmemt  between  the  Fkiob  of  Lenton  and  the 
BuBQESSEs  regarding  Lenton  Faie. 

[Circa  1300.J 

Let  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  seeing  or  hearing  the 
present  writing  know  that,  whereas  contention  had 
arisen  between  the  prior  and  convent  of  Lenton  on 
the  one  part^  and  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Jotting- 
bam  on  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  lair  of  Lenton,  in 
certain  liberties  pertainmg  to  that  fair,  the  said  con- 
tention between  them  is  at  length,  through  the  media- 
tion of  discreet  men,  amicably  settled  in  this  wise :  to 
wit,  that  the  said  prior  and  convent,  by  the  unanimous 
assent  and  common  counsel  of  their  chapter,  have 
A    55729. 


released  and  quit-claimed  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  Nottingham  and  their  heirs  four  davs  of  the  incre- 
ment of  their  fair  of  Lenton,  which  the  Lord  ^enry 
Eling  of  England,  son  of  King  John,  granted  to  them, by 
his  charter  conhrmed ;  so  that  the  said  prior  and  con- 
vent, and  their  successorj,  shall  not  hold  the  fair 
except  for  eight  days  fully  complete,  and  the  fair  shall 
begin  on  the  eve  of  St.  Martin,  and  shall  endure  from 
the  morning  of  the  same  day  until  the  end  of  the 
eighth  day.  They  have  also  granted  in  good  faith,  for 
them  and  dieir  successors,  that  neither  they  nor  their 
successors  shall  hereafter  make  any  petition  towards 
the  Lord  King,  nor  towards  any  other  man,  to  obtain 
any  days  beyond  the  eight  days  for  the  augmentation 
of  their  fair,  to  the  damage  and  detriment  of  the^mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Nottingham,  or  of  their  heirs.  More- 
over, the  aforesaid  prior  and  convent  have  granted,  for 
them  and  their  successors,  to  the  said  mayor  and  bur- 
gesses of  Nottingham,  thftt  cloth  merchants,  -apothe- 
caries, pilchers,  and  mercers,  of  the  community  of  the 
town,  who  wish  to  hire  booths  in  the  fair  of  Lenton, 
shall  give  for  each  booth  covered  with  the  covering  of 
the  prior,  or  of  their  own  proper  covering,  12d.  for  as 
long  as  the  fair  lasts,  and  ea(:h  of  them,  according  to 
his  condition,  shall  have  ^booth  amongst  the  other 
stranger  merchants,  to  wit,Tne  best  amongst  the  best, 
and  the  middle  class  among  the  middle  class,  the 
smaller  among  the  smaller,  excepting  those  selling 
"  blacks"  and  accustomed  cloths,  and  each  of  them 
shall  give  Sd.  for  a  booth  covered  with  their  own 
proper  covering  or  not  covered.  And  all  others  who 
may  desire  to  hire  booths  shall  give  for  every  booth 
Sd.f  excepting  those  selling  iron,  and  each  of  them  who 
may  desire  to  hire  a  booth  and  occupy  land  shall  give 
for  the  booth  4d. ,  and  if  he  do  not  occupy  land,  each  of  ' 
them  shall  give  2d, ;  so  that  tanners  and  shoemakers 
who  do  not  occupy  land  shall  be  quit  of  covered  and 
uncovered  stalls,  and  from  all  action  pertaining  to 
stallage.  And  be  it  known  that  each  booth  shall  be  of 
the  measure  of  eight  feet  in  length  and  eight  feet  in 
breadth ;  saving  to  the  same  merchants  the  appenticia 
as  to  other  stranger  merchants.  Provided  that  none  of 
the  aforesaid  merchants,  of  whatsoever  condition  he 
may  be,  through  the  medium  of  any  hiring  or  payment, 
shall  presume  to  hire  a  booth  or  booths,  stall  or  stalls, 
for  the  use  of  any  stranger,  but  only  for  his  own  use, 
nor  shall  he  sell  alien  goods  in  the  said  booths  or  stalls 
unless  for  his  own  proht,  or  for  the  use  of  any  Notting- 
ham merchant.  And  if  it  shall  be  found  that  any  one 
of  the  aforesaid  merchants  shall  sell  or  hire,  in  any 
other  way  than  as  abovesaid,  the  warden  of  fair  shall 
have  power  to  remove  the  said  stranger  merchant  or 
merchants,  with  the  goods  found  in  the  said  booths, 
until  they  shall  satisiy  him  of  the  collusion.  And  if 
any  one  of  the  aforesaid  merchants  shall  liave  necessity 
for  more  booths  than  one,  he  shall  have  them  at  the 
above-named  price,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
measure  aforesaid,  givmg  the  better  price  lor  the 
better,  and  the  smaller  price  for  the  smaller,  in  form 
aforesaid.  The  said  prior  and  convent  grant  that 
the  aforesaid  merchants  who  may  desire  to  aire  stalls 
and  do  not  occupy  land,  shall  give  henceforth  for  the 
stall  2d.,  as  they  have  hitherto  been  used  to  give. 
And  all  men  of  Nottingham  bupng  and  selling  hides 
tanned  or  with  hair  on,  or  skins  of  whatsoever 
kind,  as  well  dry  as  Iresh,  and  all  from  Nottingham 
passing  through  Lenton  in  lair  time  with  carts,  waggons, 
and  pack-hoises,  shall  be  quit  ot  toll  and  all  cus4H^m. 
l^*or  this  quittance  the  said  mayor  and  baiiius  of  Not- 
tingham have  granted  to  the  said  prior  and  convent 
of  Lenton  a  building  in  the  Saturday  market  for 
ever,  which  Grilbert  de  Beestou  lately  held,  and  which 
his  ancestors  in  time  past  assigned,  by  a  certain  com- 
position, to  the  predecessors  of  the  aforesaid  prior  and 
convent.  Moreover,  each  man  of  Notiingham  shall  be 
quit  of  toll  of  all  things  pertaining  to  his  fojd  and 
clothing,  but  of  traffic  of  horses  oxen  and  other 
beasts  and  cattle  he  shall  give  a  moiety  ot  the  toll 
of  animals  bought  in  the  fair  of  Lenton  and  led  else- 
where to  be  sold ;  but  he  shall  give  notning  ior  animals 
there  killed.  And  the  said  mayor  and  burge  .ses  ha\  e 
granted,  lor  them  and  their  successors,  that  no  market 
snail  be  held  within  the  town  of  Nottingham  bo  loug  as 
the  fair  of  Lenton  lasts,  that  is  to  say,  lor  eight  aays, 
of  any  description  of  merchandise,  except  witnin 
houues  and  in  doors  and  windows;  not  selling  bread 
and  iish  and  meat,  and  other  victuals,  and  leather, 
except  in  houses,  doors,  and  windows.  And  if  the  said 
prior  and  convent,  or  their  bailiffs,  shall  hnd  anything 
elsewhere  for  sale,  they  shall  have  power  to  have  their 
Mill  thereof,  without  contradiction.  And  the  said 
prior  and    convent,    and    their    successorsr^r    their  j 
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bailiffs,  shall  receive  toll  in  Nottingbam  so  long  as 
the  fair  lasts,  to  wit,  for  eight  days,  of  all  things  of 
which  toll  ought  or  used  to  be  received  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  fair  of  Lenton,  without  contradiction 
or  impediment  of  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses, 
or  their  heirs,  and  this  they  grant  as  far  as  in  them 
lies.  For  this  receipt  of  toll  within  the  borough  of 
Nottingham,  for  so  long  as  the  said  fair  lasts,  and  for 
the  acquittance  of  a  dinner  which  the  said  prior  and 
convent  have  been  used  to  give  to  the  said  mayors  and 
burgesses  of  Nottingham  every  year,  they  and  their 
successors  shall  render  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses 
and  their  heirs  209.  sterling  on  the  day  of  St.  Edmund, 
at  Nottingham,  for  ever.  And  the  aforesaid  mayor  and 
burgesses  and  their  heirs  shall  cause  the  said  fair  of 
Lenton  to  be  proclaimed  in  Nottingham  at  the  will  and 
summons  of  the  said  prior  and  conyent  or  their 
bailiffs  without  denial,  so  that  it  shall  begin  on  the 
before-named  day,  receiving  from  them  nevertheless 
full  security  for  the  said  20».  by  them  to  be  faithfully 
paid  to  them  or  their  heirs  at  the  before-named  term. 


Moreover,  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  for  themselves  and 
their  heirs,  have  promised  in  good  faith  that  they  will 
inviolably  observe,  and  oause  to  be  observed  as  far  as 
is  in  their  ^ower,  everything  aforesaid.  In  order  that 
this  composition,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid 
prior  and  convent  of  Lenton,  as  on  the  part  of  the  said 
mayor  and  burgesses  and  their  heirs,  may  obtain  the 
strength  of  perpetual  stability,  the  said  prior  and  con- 
vent of  Lenton  have  set  their  common  s^  to  the  part 
remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  above-named  mayor 
and  burgesses  and  their  heirs;  and  the  »aid  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Nottizigham  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  community  of  Nottingham  to  be  affixed  to  the  part 
remaining  with  the  said  prior  and  convent  of  Lenton. 
And  be  it  known  that  all  merchants  of  the  town  of 
Nottingham  who  may  wish  to  hire  stalls  or  booths,  in 
the  aforesaid  fair  shall  stand  the  better  class  amongst 
the  better,  the  middle  class  amongst  the  middle,  the 
smaller  amongst  the  smaller,  each  one  according  to  his 
condition,  as  is  contained  above  in  the  case  of  cloth 
merchants,  apothecaries,  pilchers,  and  mercers. 


VII. 


Extracts  from  the  Liher  Attma  of  the  City  op  London. 

Book  I.,  Part  I.,  fol.  193a. 

Of  Scavage. 

Here  is  set  forth*  of  what  merchandize  coming  into 
London  scavage  ought  to  be  taken  on  behalf  of  his  lordship 
the  King ;  and  how  much  ought  to  be  taken  for  each  kind. 
Of  which  custom  one  half  belongs  unto  the  sheriffs,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  hojsts  in  whose  houses^the  merchants 
are  harboured  who  bring  the  merchandize  from  which 
such  scavage  arises ;  provided  always  that  such  hosts  be 
of  the  freedom  of  the  city.  And  be  it  known,  that 
scavage  is  so  called  as  meaning  a  "  shewing :  **  because  it 
behoves  the  merchants  that  they  shew  unto  the  sheriffs  the 
merchandize  for  which  the  custom  is  to  be  taken,  before 
that  any  of  it  be  sold.  And  be  it  known,  that  as  to  all 
wares,  for  which  custom  shall  be  taken  by  the  kark,|  such 
kark  ought  to  weigh  four  hundredweight ;  grain  excepted, 
the  kark  of  which  shall  weigh  three  hundredweight ;  and 
pepper,  the  kark  of  which  shall  weigh  three  hundredweight 
and  a  half. 

A  kark  of  grain,  of  three  hundredweight,  is  the  only  one 
that  shall  pay  half  a  mark ;  a  kark  of  alum,  weighing 
four  hundredweight,  shall  pay  sixteen  pence. — 

-1 


A  kark  of  pepper 

» 

sugar 

cummin     - 

almonds 

brazil§       - 

quicksilver  - 

ginger       - 

oetewalell 

liquorice    • 

lakef 

spices 

vermilion 

glass 

figs  - 

raisins 

shumac 

sulphur     . 

ivory 

cinnamon  - 

incense 

pyoine** 

anise 

dates 

chesnuts   - 

orpiment 
olive  oil    - 

gingerbread  - 

rice 

turpentine    - 

cotton 

whalebone     - 

-I 

I     Pence 
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Of  Fine  Goods. 

And  also  as  to  fine  goods,  if  they  come  by  the  kark  or 
^half  kark,  or  by  the  hundredweight  or  half  hnndred weight, 
according  to  the  amount  of  the  weight,  twelve  pence  snail 
be  taken  for  the  kark.  And  wherever  a  person  has  less 
than  a  kark  of  the  other  articles  named,  [a  kark  of]  which 
ought  to  weigh  four  hundredweight,  or  than  a  kark  of 
grain,  which  ought  to'  weigh  three  hundredweight,  or  than 
the  kark  of  pepper,  which  ought  to  weigh  three  hundred- 
weight and  a  half,  he  shall  pay  a  smaller  sum,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  such  merchandize. 

The  pound  of  saffron  shall  pay  one  halftrenny,  one  half 
of  which  custom  belongs  unto  the  sheriff,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  host  with  whom  it  is  harboured,  he  being  a  free- 
man of  the  city. 


The  load  of  mercery* 

„  wool  of  Spain 

„  wadmalf     -            -            - 

„  canvas     -            -            - 

„  cloths  and  caps 

„  marten-skins 

,,  coney-skins 

„  fur  trimmings     - 

„  woolfels 

„  Unen  cloth 

roi.i93B.„  fustian     -            .            - 

„  felt 

„  lymercj  -            -            -            - 
pile          .            .            -            - 

„  kersey          -            -            -        . 

„  hapertas§             -            .            . 

„  raw  textures  and  other  articles 

coming  from  Lino^esjl 

„  squirrel-skins  of  Spam 

„  parmenterylf       -            .            - 

„  shalloons  and  cloths  of  Reyns**  - 

„  cloths  of  silk 


*  The  text  follows  Mr.  Biley's  translation.  He  thinks  that  these 
ensrtments  are  probably  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  but  they  doubtless 
codify  the  long  establisht'd  cu>tom.  They  clo«ely  resemble  the  second 
code,  which  he  ascribes  to  the  time  of  Henry  III. 

%  A  variant  of  the  Pr.  *  cAar^e  *  sigiiir>ing;  a  'load.'  Mr.  Riley  says 
it  was  probably  of  fixed  cubical  dimensions,  Dut  varied  in  weight.  See 
next  pave. 

§  A  red  dyeing  material. 

n^  Said  to  be  a  preparation  of  valerian. 

T  Fine  linen. 

•*  Mr.  Biley  takes  this  to  be  a  preparation  of  seeds  of  the  peony 
formerly  used  as  a  spice. 


:)> 


Pencf 
XII. 


Of  the  same. 

And  he  who  has  less  than  one  load,  shall  pay  according 
to  the  quantity  of  the  article.  A  pound  of  silk  shall  pay 
one  penny ;  a  dozen  of  cordwainff  shall  pay  two  pence ; 
a  dozen  of  basil;];^  shall  pay  one  penny,  And  be  it  remem- 
bered, that  it  is  onl^  tor  merchandize  coming  from  beyond 
sea  that  the  aforesaid  scavage  ought  to  be  taken ;  but  for 
the  articles  of  merchandize  hereunder  written,  nothing 
ought  to  be  taken,  for  the  reason  aforesaid;  wax,  for 
example,  argoil,§§  copper,  tin,  gtPey-work,||||  and  other 
articles  of  merchandize  which  the  merchants  of  Germany 
bring,  provided  they  do  not  bring  those  above-written; 
that  is  to  say,  those  which  owe  scavage,  as  before  noticed. 

*  Mr.  Biley  notes  that  small  wares  were  weighed  by  avoirdupois,  and 
sold  by  the  **  Mercers  "  ;  in  contradistinction  t<)  thofce  weighed  by  the 
Great  3eam,  and  sold  wholesale  by  the  QroBsarii,  or  grocers. 

t  Coarse  woollen  doth. 

I  Another  doth. 

§  The  same  as '  haberdashery,'  in  which  form  it  recurs. 

II  '  Limoges  *. 

t  Tailors*  cloth. 

••  'Rheims.' 

tt  *  Cordova*  leather. 

Dressed  sheep-skins. 

Cream  of  tartar. 


I'll  Cheap  furs. 
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And  be  it  known,  that  scavage  ought  to  be  taken  for 
such  articles  of  merchandize  as  are  brought  into  the  city 
by  merchants  who  owe  custom. 

OfFe$age. 

Unto  pesage  it  pertainetb,  that  all  articles  of  merchan- 
dize that  are  sold  by  weight,  when  brought  into  the  ci^ 
by  merchant-strangers,  and  sold  in  gross  by  the  hundred- 
weight or  half  hundredweight,  ought  to  be  weighed  by  the 
King's  beam ;  in  which  case,  the  buyer  shall  pay  unto  the 
sheriffs,  for  one  hundredweight  weighed,  one  halfpenny ; 
and  for  several  hundredweight  weighed  he  shall  pay  no 
more,  up  to  a  thousand-weight,  and  then,  for  such  thou- 
sand-weight he  shall  pay  one  penny;  and  for  eleven 
hundredweight  he  shall  pay  three  halfpence,  and  no  more 
up  to  two  thousand -weight ;  and  then,  for  such  two  thou- 
sand-weight weighed  he  shall  pay  two  pence,  and  so  on. 
And  be  it  known,  that  the  buyer  shall  always  at  his  own 
cost  cause  the  King's  beam  and  weights  to  be  brought  to 
the  house  where  the  vendor  is  staying ;  so  that  the  vcnuo/ 
shall  pay  nothing  to  any  one  by  reason  thereof. 

'  O/Tronage, 

Uoto  tronage  pertain  those  articles  which  are  weighed 
by  the  King's  tron,  as  also  many  things  that  are  not 
weighed  at  idi  (that  is  to  say,  the  custom  due  upon  wine, 
woad,  and  other  things) :  thus,  for  a  sack  of  wool,  three 
weys  in  weight,  taken  out  o£  London  to  the  parts  bevond 
sea,  by  merchants  liable  to  custom,  the  sheriff  ought  to 
have  eleven  pence,  and  if  there  is  more  wool  contained  in 
such  sack  than  three  weys  and  a  half,  or  four  weys,  the 
sheriff  shall  take  for  the  sack  no  more  than  eleven  pence. 
And  if  the  merchant  has  several  sacks  of  the  said  weight 
going  out  of  the  city,  the  sheriff  shall  take  for  the  first 
sack  eleven  pence,  and  for  each  of  the  others  ten  pence. 
For  a  sack  of  two  weys  taken  out  of  the  city  by  merchants 
who  are  liable  to  custom,  the  sheriff  shall  receive  six  pence. 
And  if  the  merchant  has  several  sacks,  then  he  shall  take 
for  the  first  sack  six  pence  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  for 
each  of  the  others  five  pence ;  and  if  in  a  sack  there  are 
more  than  two  weys,  ne  shall  take  no  more,  unless  it 
contain  twelve  cloves.  But  if  it  contains  more  than 
twelve  cloves,  then  the  sheriff  shall  take  for  such  sack  as 
much  as  for  a  sack  of  three  weys,  that  is  to  say,  eleven 
pence.  And  be  it  known,  that  cruturenne*  in  sacks  owes 
the  sheriff  nothing,  except  in  manner  aforesaid ;  that  is  to 
say,  if  in  a  sack  of  two  weys  the  worsted  weighs  more  than 
twcdve  cloves,  then  he  shall  take  for  the  same  eleven  pence, 
in  manner  before  stated. 


Ofihe  Weighing  of  Wool 

The  merchant  may  lawfully  make  his  election  not  to 

weigh  with  the  King's  tron,  if  he  pleases,  and 

oi.igiA.   1^^  gjj^i  pj^y  j^^  more  than  has  been  stated. 

And  if  his  wool  has  not  been  weighed,f  he  shall  not  pay 
less  than  the  custom  aforesaid. 

Of  the  Sale  of  Wool 

For  wool  that  is  to  be  sold  in  the  city,  even  though  it 
be  brought  by  merchants  who  are  liable  to  custom,  the 
sheriff  ought  not  to  have  tronage  ;  nor  yet  for  lead,  or  for 
lard,  or  for  other  things  that  shidl  be  weighed  by  tron. 
But  at  the  will  of  the  vendor  and  the  buyer,  they  may  be 
weighed  by  the  other  trons  in  the  seld,{  and  by  whichever 
tron  they  may  please. 

For  each  tun  of  wine  brought  into  the  city  by  merchants 
who  are  liable  to  custom,  the  sheriff  takes  two  pence. 

For  each  quarter  of  woad  going  out  of  the  city,  the  sheriff 
takes  one  halfpenny ;  which  article  does  not  pertain  unto 
tronage. 

Of  Woad. 

It  should  also  be  known,  that  in  ancient  times  no  woad 
used  to  be  harboured  in  the  city,  but  all  was  sold  in  the 
vessel.  In  times  that  are  past,  the  merchants  harboured 
their  woad,  renting  the  warehouses  "by  leave  of  the  sheriffs. 
After  this,  in  the  time  when  Andrew  Bokerelle  was  mayor, 
by  assent  of  the  greatest  persons  in  the  city,  the  merchants 
of  Amias,  of  Nele,  and  of  Corby, §  obtained  a  letter  sealed 
with  the  common  seal  of  the  city,  by  which  it  was  granted 


•  Apparently  'worsted.* 

t  i^^if  it  has  been  weighed  at  any  other  anthoriied  weighing  place. 

t  Shed. 

§  InPicardy. 


unto  them  that  they  might  at  all  times,  and  whenever  they 
might  please,  harbour  their  woad,  and  for  the  same  should 
pay  unto  the  mayor  50  marks  sterling  per  a/nmvm ;  that 
IS  to  say,  at  the  fair  of  Saint  Ives  25  marks,  and  at  the  fair 
of  Wyncestre  [Winchester]  25  marks.  And  at  a  still  later 
period,  they  were  to  pay  one  halfpenny  for  each  quarter  of 
woad,  as  before  stated. 

Of  the  Oustom  of  the  Merchants  of  Normwndy. 

The  merchants  of  Normandy  pay  a  fine  unto  the  sheriffs 
for  leave  to  harbour  their  woad.     But  nevertheless,  it  was 

Provided  at  the  time*  when  Thomas  Fitz-'l'homas  and 
iatthew  Bokerelle  were  sheriffs — when  they  were  making 
outrageous  demands  upon  the  merchants  for  such  leave^- 
that  from  thenceforth  they  should  pay  unto  the  sheriffs 
seven  shillings  for  each  frail,  for  leave  to  harbour ;  and 
at  a  still  later  period  one  halfpenny  for  custom,  as  before 
stated. 


Of  Vessels  toiUi  bulwarks. 

For  every  vessel  with  bulwarks  that  anchors  in  the 
Thames  the  sheriff  takes  two  pence  ;  and  even  though  she 
should  anchor  in  several  places,  he  shall  take  no  more,  if 
so  bh  that  she  does  not  anchor  within  the  limits  of  Queen- 
Hythe.  And  in  such  case,  [the  vessel]  shall  pay  unto  the 
warden  of  that  bythe  two  pence  for  custom. 

For  the  rent  of  the  cemetery  called  the  '  New  Cemetery,' 
the  person  who  collects  scavage  takes  one  mark  per  annum 
to  the  use  of  the  sheriffs,  payable  at  the  four  terms  in  the 
ypMr. 

For  the  rent  of  the  Cologne  merchants,  that  is  to  say, 
for  the  Hall  of  the  Danes,  forty  shillings  are  received  per 
a/rmum  ,•  at  Easter  and  at  the  Feast  of  [Saint  Michael], 
that  is  to  say,  for  holding  their  own  court  and  having  their 
own  attachments  in  their  court,  without  aid  given  by  the 
sheriffs. 


Here  are  set  forth  the  customs  that  were  wont  to  be 
taken  for  things  coming  into  London  or  going  out  there- 
from for  sale  ;  as  by  the  citizens,  at  the  command  of  his 
lordship  the  King,  was  presented  unto  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  while  the  city  was  in  the  King's  hands,  after 
the  disturbances  of  the  realm  that  took  place  in  the  time 
of  Sur  Symonde  de  Mountforde,  Earl  of  Leycestre. 


Of  Oustome  po/yahle  in  the  City.    Of  Scavage, 

This  is  the  inquisition  made  in  the  city  of  London,  by 
the  citizens  of  the  same  city,  as  to  the  prises  and  customs 
which  the  King  ought  to' take  from  the  merchants  and 
merchandize  entering  and  going  forth  from  the  same  city ; 
that  is  to  say,  from  Siose  who  owe  custom. — 

The  kark  of  grain  that  weighs  three  hundredweight  owes 
fur  scavage  forty  pence. 

The  kark  of  pepper  that  weighs  three  hundredweight  and 
a  half,  six  pence. 

The  kark  of  alum  that  weighs  four  hundredweight, 
eight  pence. 

The  kark  of  sugar,  cummin,  almonds,  brazil, 
quicksilver,  ginger,  cetewal,  lake,  liquorice,  small 
spices,  (such  as  cloves,  mace,  cubebs,  and  nutmegs,) 
vermilion,  glass,  figs,  raisins,  shumac,  sulphur,  ivory, 
cinnamon,  gingerbread,  rice.,  turpentine,  cotton,  whalebone, 
frankincense,  pyoine,  anise,  dates,  chesnuts,  orpiment, 
olive  oil,  and  other  kinds  of  avoirdupois,  the  kark  of 
which  ought  to  wei«h  four  hundredweight,  owes  for  scavage 
six  pence.  And  if  there  is  less  than  one  kark,  then 
according  to  the  quantity  of  the  article,  down  to  the  fourth 
part  [of  one  kark]  ;  that  is  to  say,  for  the  half  kark  three 
pence,  and  for  the  fourth  part  one  penny  halfpenny.  The 
same  custom  the  King  takes  for  fine  wares  that  pertain 
unto  spicerv,  as  also  for  small  seeds,  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  weight,  and  for  confectures  of  spicery. 


The  cha/rgee  upon  Wool  of  Spaiji  and  Haberdashery, 

The  fixed  charge  upon  wool  of  Spain,  wadmal,  mercerv, 
canvas,  marten-skins,  coney-skins,  woolfels,  linen  cloth, 
fustian,  felt,  lymere,  pile,  haberdassherie,  squirrel-skins, 
parmentery,  shalloons,  cloths  of  Reynes  and  cloths  of 
silk,  and  upon  other  articles  that  pay  custom  at  a  fixed 
rate,  is  six  pence ;  and  the  half  of  such  fixed  charge  is 
three  pence ;  and  the  fourth  part  of  the  fixed  charge  one 
penny  halfpenny. 


•  The  year  A.D.  1287, 
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The  dozen  of  coniwain  [pays]  one  penny,  the  dozen  ot 
godelmynges*  one  penny,  the  dozen  of  basil  one  halfpenny, 
the  pound  of  silk  one  halfpenny,  the  pound  of  saffron  one 
farthing.  And  be  it  known,  that  this  custom  is  only 
taken  for  wares  that  come  from  beyond  sea ;  wax,  argoil, 
copper,  tin,  [and]  grey- work  owe  no  custom,  if  they  do  not 
pass  beyond  Thames  Street  towards  the  North.  And  if 
such  articles  do  pass,  they  shall  pay  a  fixed  charge  of  six 
pence,  and  for  tne  half  of  such  fixed  charge  three  pence, 
and  for  the  fourth  part  of  such  fixed  charge  one  penny 
halfpenny. 

Of  the  OtutoTM  poAfoble  'wpon  VickuiU. 

The  customs  that  pertain  unto  the  small  trades  in  the 
market  of  London.  Every  load  of  poultry  that  is  brought 
by  horse,  shall  pay  three  farthings,  the firanchisef  excepted. 
Every  man  who  brinp  cheese  or  poultry,  if  the  same 
amounts  to  four  pence  halfpenny,  shall  pay  one  halfpenny, 
the  franchise  excepted.  If  a  man  on  foot  brings  one 
hundred  of  eggs  or  more,  he  shall  give  five  eggs,  the 
franchise  excepted.  If  a  man  or  woman  brings  any  manner 
of  poultry  by  horse,  and  lets  it  touch  the  ground,  such 
person  shall  pay  for  stallage  three  farthings.  And  if  a  man 
carries  it  upon  nis  back,  and  places  it  upon  the  ground, 
he  shall  pay  one  halfpenny,  of  whatever  franchise  he  may 
be. 

Every  basket  of  bread  shall  pay  one  halfpenny  per  day. 
The  basket  of  bread  of  the  baker  who  brings  it  towards  the 
west  side  of  Walbrok,  entering  the  market  on  a  Sunday, 
shall  pay  three  halfpence,  and  upon  other  days  but  one 
halfpenny.  Every  foreign  butcher  who  sells  flesh  in  the 
market,  shall  pay  upon  Sunday  one  penny  for  stallage. 

Every  cart  that  brings  com  into  tne  city  for  sale,  shall 
pay  one  halfpenny ;  if  it  enters  by  way  of  Holbume  or  by 
the  Flete,  it  shall  pay  one  penny,  the  franchise  exceptea. 
Every  man  who  brings  corn  by  horse,  whether  it  be  a 
quarter  or  half  quarter,  and  places  it  upon  the  ground,  shall 
pay  one  farthing,  of  whatever  franchise  he  may  be.  And 
if  he  is  a  freeman,  and  sells  the  same  on  horseback,  he  shall 
pay  nothing.  Every  cart  of  Bremble  or  of  Stevenhethe^ 
that  comes  into  the  city  with  bread,  shall  pay  each  day  one 
halfpenny.  A  cart  that  brings  bread  into  the  city  from 
anotner  town,  shall  pay  each  day  one  halfpenny  or  a  loaf, 
of  whatever  franchise  the  owner  may  be.  A  cart  that 
brings  earthen  pots  shall  pay  one  halfpenny,  of  whatever 
franchise  the  owner  may  be.  A  cart  that  brings  charcoal 
for  sale,  shall  pay  [one  farthing]  where  such  charcoal  is 
sold,  of  whatever  franchise  the  owner  may  be.  A  cart  that 
brings  wood  of  alder  for  sale,  shall  pay  one  halfpenny.  A 
cart  that  brings  timber,  with  the  bark  or  without  the  bark, 
squared  oak  timber  excepted  (which  shall  give  nothing), 
shall  pay  one  halfpenny.  A  cart  that  brings  boards  for 
sale,  if  it  brings  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  or  more,  shall  give 
one  board ;  and  if  it  brings  less  that  a  quarter  of  a  hundred, 
it  shall  give  nothing.  The  cart  that  brings  planks  of  oak, 
shall  give  one  plank;  and  if  it  brings  planks  of  beach,  it 
shall  give  one  halfpenny  and  one  plank.  The  cart  that 
brings  nuts  or  cheese  shall  pay  two  pence ;  and 
Foi.  m  A.  j£  j^  ^jj^jg  ^jy  ^jj^  pj^^  ^y  ^y  Holeburn,  it  shaU 

pay  two  pence  halfpenny. 

The  uart  that  brings  fish  or  poultry  into  Westchepe, 
shall  pay  two  pence.  'Vhe  hired  cart  that  comes  into  the 
city  with  wool,  or  hides,  or  other  merchandize,  shall  pay 
two  pence.  And  if  it  enters  by  Holbume,  or  by  the  Flete, 
or  by  Allgate,  it  shall  pay  two  pence  halfpenny.  For 
every  dead  Jew  buried  in  London,  three  pence  halfpenny. 
For  every  cart  that  brings  bark,  one  halfpenny ;  and  if  it 
enters  by  Holburne  or  by  the  Flete,  it  shall  pay  nothing. 
Every  cart  that  brings  leeks  in  Lent,  shall  pay  one  ha'- 
penny and  one  fesselet§  of  leeks.  The  cart  that  carries 
woad  out  of  the  city,  if  it  carries  four  quarters  or  more, 
shall  pay  seven  pence  halfpenny;  and  if  less,  for  each 
quarter  it  shall  pay  one  penny.  The  cart  that  brings 
melwels,  ||  herrings,  or  other  manner  of  fish,  shall  pay  one 
halfpenny  for  such  cart.  If  a  man  or  woman  brings  bread 
for  sale  from  Saint  Alban's,  of  the  value  of  four  pence 
halfpenny,  such  person  shall  pay  one  farthing. 

The  Custami  of  Smythfelde. 

These  are  the  customs  of  Smythefelde. — For  every  cow 
or  ox  sold  that  is  frill  grown,  one  penny,  the  franchise 
excepted.  For  every  dozen  of  sheep,  one  penny;  and  if 
there  are  less,  one  halfpenny  ;  and  if  there  is  one  only,  one 


halfpenny.  If  forcii;;n  dealers  brin^  oxen,  cows,  sheep,  or 
swine,  between  the  Feast  of  St.  Martin  [1 1th  November] 
and  Christmas,  they  shall  give  unto  the  bailiff  the  third  best 
beast  after  the  first  two  best;  or  else  they  must  make 
satisfaction  to  the  bailiff  before  they  enter  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  And  if  the  bailiff  takes  an  ox  or  cow  for  scavage 
upon  the  field,  of  the  value  of  one  mark  or  more,  such 
bailiff  is  bound  to  return  forty  pence  for  the  hide.  If  a 
foreign  dealer  brings  lean  swine  for  sale  between  Hokeday* 
and  the  Feast  of  Saint  Michael,  he  shall  give  unto  the  bailiff 
the  third  best  pig  after  the  first  two  be^,  unless  he  pay  a 
fine  unto  the  bailiff  of  six  pence  or  twelve  pence. 

The  Otutame  of  the  Bridge. 

These  are  the  customs  of  the  bridge.— The  vessel  that 
brings  melwels.t  without  any  other  fish,  shall  give  two  mel- 
wels, the  franchise  excepted.  The  vessel  that  comes  with 
melwels  togeth^  with  rays,  shall  give  one  melwel  and  one 
ray,  the  franchise  excepted.  The  vessel  that  comes  with 
herrings,  fresh  or  salted,  shall  give  one  hundred  herrings, 
the  franchise  excepted.  The  vessel  with  bulwarks  that 
anchors  in  the  Thames,  shall  pay  two  pence  for  strandage» 
the  franchise  excepted.  The  vessel  toat  brings  sea-bass, 
conger,  dory,  surmullet,  turbot,  shad,  or  eels,  shall  pay 
no  custom,  beyond  two  pence  for  the  vessel,  for  strandage. 
The  vessel  with  bails^  that  anchors  in  the  Thames  shall 
pay  one  penny,  the  franchise  excepted.  The  vessel  that 
brings  mackerel  shall  give  six -and -twenty  mackerel, 
the  franchise  excepted.  The  same  custom  the  bailiff 
takes  for  the  vessel  that  brings  merlinff§  or  haddock. 
The  boat  that  brings  five  panniers  of  whelks,  shall 
give  one  pannier  and  one  halfpenny,  the  franchise 
excepted.  The  same  custom  the  bailiff  takes  for  the  vessel 
that  brings  merling ;  and  if  it  brings  more,  it  shall  pay  no 
more.  If  a  boat  belonging  to  a  foreigner  brings  merling, 
mackerel,  or  haddock,  and  the  fish  belongs  to  a  freeman  of 
the  city,  it  shall  pay  no  custom,  except  one  hal^nny  for 
the  boat,  for  strandage.  And  if  the  fish  belongs  to  a 
foreigner,  the  bailiff  shall  take  six-and-twenty  fish,  and  for 
the  boat  one  halfpenny.  And  if  one  half  of  the  fish  belongs 
to  a  foreigner,  he  shall  pay  but  one  half  of  the  custom. 

The  boat  rowed  with  tholes  that  comes  to  Oistergate,|| 
shall  pay  one  halfpenny,  the  franchise  excepted.  The  boat 
rowed  with  oarlocks  that  comes  to  GKstergate,  shall  pay 
one  uenny ;  and  if  one  half  of  the  boat  belongs  to  a  freeman 
of  the  city,  and  the  other  half  to  a  foreigner,  the  foreigner 
shall  pay  one  half  of  the  custom,  that  is  to  say,  one  naif- 
penny.  If  a  stranger  brings  melwels  into  the  city,  and 
carries  it  out  thereof  for  resale,  he  shall  pay  for  one 
P  .  hundred  two  pence,  and  for  haU  a  nundred  one 

^  •  penny,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  one  half- 
penny, the  franchise  excepted.  If  a  stranger  buys  white 
herrings  in  the  city,  or  red  herrings,  he  shall  pay  for  a 
thousand  of  white  herrings  one  luilfpenny;  and  for  a 
thousand  of  the  others  one  farthing.  Dealers  who  bring 
fish  into  the  city  by  land  on  horse,  shall  give  for  each 
dorser  one  fish,  and  one  halfpenny  for  the  horse,  melwels 
and  ray  excepted.  Strange  dealers  [who]  buy  fish  in  the 
city  and  carry  it  out  of  the  city  for  resale,  shall  pay  upon 
each  horse-load  one  farthing  for  the  horse.  If  a  cart 
brings  salmon  belonging  to  a  foreigner  into  the  city,  the 
bailiff  shall  take  one  salmon,  the  second  best,  for  custom, 
besides  two  pence  for  the  cart.  And  if  the  salmon  belongs 
to  a  freeman  of  the  city,  the  bailiff  shall  take  nothing  for 
the  fish,  but  only  two  pence  for  the  cart.  The  cart  that 
brings  white  or  red  herrings  into  the  city,  shall  give  five 
herrings,  and  two  pence  for  the  cart,  the  franchise  excepted. 
The  cart  that  brings  mackerel,  shall  give  five  mackerel,  and 
two  pence  for  the  cart,  the  franchise  excepted.  And  after 
the  same  manner,  the  bailiff  takes  for  merling  that  comes 
by  cart.  The  cart  that  brings  melwels,  shall  give  one 
melwel,  and  two  pence  for  the  cart,  the  franchise  excepted. 
After  the  same  manner  the  bailiff  takes  for  merling  that 
comes  by  cart.  The  cart  that  brings  eels,  shall  pay  two 
pence,  and  nothing  for  the  fish. 

Where  a  horse  brings  apples  or  pears,  or  other  manner 
of  fruit,  there  shall  be  paid  one  hal^nny  for  the  horse. 
The  cart  that  brings  other  manner  of  fruit,  shall  pay  one 
halfpenny  for  the  cart. 

Fees  of  ihe  BaiUff  of  the  Bridge. 

As  his  fee  for  a  man,  the  bailiff  takes  nothing.  For 
every  boat  that  brings  sprats,  if  the  boat  is  not  of  the 


*  Calf  skins  prepared  at  Godalming. 

t  Those  who  were  tne  of  the  city  were  not  required  to  pay  anything 
on  this  account. 

i  Bromley  or  Stepney. 
Bunch. 
Small  oodflih. 


*  The  second  Tuesday  after  Easter, 
t  Small  codfish. 

t  Mr.  Eiley  calls  theee  "  hoops  nailed  to  the  sides,  for  supporting  a 
tilt  or  awning." 


jj  **JAn^^mB!t. 


Near  Pishmongers'iHall. 
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franchise  of  LoDclon,  the  baililt'  shall  have  one  taodel*  of 
sprats,  and  for  the  boat  one  farthing.  The  vessel  that 
brings  dabs,  shall  give  six-and -twenty  dabs  for  each 
hundred;  and  if  it  brings  Jess  it  shall  give  nothing, 
and  if  it  brings  more  it  shall  give  no  more  than 
[one  hundred  dabs].  A  porpoise  owes  one  penny,  and 
if  it  is  cut  up  for  selling  by  retail,  the  bailiti'  shall  have 
the  cbawdronf  and  toe  tail,  and  the  three  fins.  For  the 
yetsel  that  brings  conger,  the  bailiff  shall  take  the  best, 
and  the  second  l^st  for  his  money,  according  to  the  price 
set  thereon  upon  sale.  And  if  the  owner  is  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  he  sbcJl  give  nothing.  A  vessel  of  Scotland  that 
brings  salmon,  shall  give  two  salmon.  And  if  it  brings 
salmon  and  melwels,  it  shall  give  one  salmon  and  one 
melwel;  and  if  salmon  and  haddock,  one  salmon  and 
thirteen  haddocks;  and  for  the  vessel  two  pence.  The 
first  vessel  that  comes  from  Gememue  [Yarmouth!  with 
white  herrings,  that  owes  full  custom,  shall  *give  two 
hundred  herrings ;  and  every  other  vessel  that  shall  come 
afterwards,  sbfldl  give  one  hundred  herrings,  the  franchise 
excepted. 

The  GusUynis  of  BUlyngeegate. 

Every  great  vessel  that  grounds,  shall  pay  two  pence  for 
strandage.  For  a  small  vessel  with  oarlocks  that  grounds, 
one  penny.  For  a  boat  that  grounds,  one  hiuf penny. 
For  two  Quarters  of  com,  measured  by  the  King's  quarter, 
one  fax thmg.  For  one  coomb  of  corn  that  comes  by  water, 
one  pei^ny.  For  every  quarter  of  woad  going  out  of  the 
city  by  water,  one  halfpenny.  For  two  quarters  of  sea- 
coal,  nieasured  by  the  king's  quarter,  one  farthing.  For 
every  tun  of  ale  sent  to  the  parts  beyond  sea  by  merchant- 
strangers,  four  pence.  For  every  thousand  of  herrings 
entering  and  exported  by  strangers,  one  farthing,  the 
fhmchise  excepted.  If  a  stranger  carries  melwels  out  of 
the  city,  he  shall  pay  two  pence  upon  each  hundred.  If 
a  merchant-stranger  exports  butter,  tallow,  or  lard,  beyond 
sea,  he  shall  give  for  the  first  wey  three  pence  halfpenny, 
and  for  each  other  wey  one  halfpenny.  For  every  wey  of 
cheese  exported  by  a  stranger,  four  pence.  For  every  last 
of  leather  exported  by  a  stranger,  twelve  pence.  For  the 
dacrej  of  leather  exported,  two  pence.  For  nonpareil 
leather  exported,  one  halpenny.  For  every 
Fol.  196  A.   trussel  of  leather  tied  with  cords,  four  pence. 

For  every  trussel  tied  with  cords,  of  whatever  merchandize 
it  may  be,  great  or  small,  four  pence.  For  every  trussel 
of  cloth  exported  beyond  sea  by  a  stranger,  small  or  large, 
four  pence.  For  hajrpoys§  and  fysshe  ponde,  one  penny 
farthing.  For  a  coda  of  sulphur,  one  penny  farthing. 
For  every  tun  of  wine  that  owes  custom,  imported  and 
exported,  two  pence.  For  every  tun  of  honey  that  owes 
custom,  twelve  pence.  For  every  [vessel]  that  brings  nuts, 
four  pence.  For  a  single  ship's  store,  [four  pence].  For 
a  kark  of  nuts,  four  pence.  For  every  karre||  of  lead 
exported  by  a  stranger,  four  pence.  For  every  hundred- 
weight of  uron,  imported  and  exported  beyond  sea  by  a 
stranger,  one  farthing.  For  eveiy  two  quarters  of  onions 
imported  by  a  stranger,  one  farthmg.  For  every  hundred 
bunches  of  garlic,  one  halfpenny.  For  every  last  of  clay 
and  potter's  earth  imported  and  exported  by  a  stranger, 
three  pence.  For  every  last  of  barrelled  herrings  exported 
by  a  stranger,  three  pence.  For  every  hundred  of  boards 
called  ** weynscotte"  one  halfpenny.  For  every  hundred 
of  boards  called  "  ByghhoU"%  one  penny.  For  one  ton  of 
flax  imported  and  exported  by  a  stranger,  four  pence ;  and 
if  there  is  less  than  a  ton,  two  })ence.  For  flax  that  comes 
in  bundles,  for  every  dozen,  one  penny.  For  every  wey 
of  feathers  imported  by  a  stranger,  two  pence.  For  horses 
and  other  beasts  exported  by  a  stranger,  four  pence  jter 
head.  For  a  barrel  of  litmus  imported  by  a  stranger,  one 
farthing.  For  one  hundred  stockfish  imported  from  Pruz 
[Prussia],  one  farthing.  For  pottery  imported,  that  is  to 
say,  tureens,  pipkins,  patens,  earthen  pots,  and  for  other 
small  articles  imported  or  exported  beyond  sea,  not  above- 
written,  the  said  bailiff  shall  take  nothing. 

Also,  it  is  ordered  that  no  waterman  carrying  persons 
from  Billyngesgate  to  Gravesende,  or  back  again  to 
Billyngesgate,  shall  take  more  than  two  pence  for  one 
person. 

The  Ousioms  of  Queen-Hyihe, 
For  every  ciphe  of  salt  (a  measure,  namely,  containinpr 
five  quarters)  which  shall  belong  to  a  stranger,  as  also  if 

•  Basket :  the  word  is  an  abbreviation  for '  two-handle.' 
t  The  entrails. 

J:  •  Dicker/  i.e.  ten. 
The  pitch  mixture  usod  for  conting  ships :  iserbaps  a  special  rate  on 
ps  coated  in  this  wuv,  for  tho  item  followinfr  is  a  special  rate  on  ships 
for  having  a  *  fish-well.'^ 
U  The  ^eharrus '  of  175  stone  or  2^00  pounds. 
t'WoodofEi|!a.» 


it  shall  beloug  to  any  man  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  shall  be 
paid  unto  the  King's  f erm  two  pence ;  and  if  any  freeman 
of  the  city  shall  own  a  part  of  such  measure,  he  shall  pay 
nothing  for  his  share. 

.  Also,  for  every  vessel  that  is  navigated  with  oarlocks, 
two  pence  shall  be  taken,  unless  it  be  of  London  or  of  the 
Cinaue  Ports. 

Also,  for  every  vessel  that  is  navigated  with  tholes,  one 
halfpenny  shall  be  taken. 

Also,  for  every  scout*  that  is  moored  at  the  said  hythe, 
with  firewood  or  with  com,  one  penny  shall  be  taken. 

Also,  for  every  quarter  of  woail  belonging  to  a  stranger 
that  is  carried  away  from  the  said  hythe,  one  halfpenny 
shall  be  taken. 

Also,  for  every  thousand  of  herrings  belonging  to  a 
stranger,  bought  for  resale  and  carried  away  from  the  said 
hythe,  one  haj^enny. 

Also,  for  every  hundred  of  salt  fish  belonging  to  a 
stranger,  bought  for  resale  and  carried  away  as  above,  two 
pence  shall  be  taken. 

Also,  for  every  cart-load  of  divers  articles  of  merchandize 
bought  for  resale  and  carried  away  as  above,  one  penny. 

Also,  for  every  tun  of  wine  belonging  to  a  stranger  and 
bought  for  resale,  that  has  to  be  put  upon  a  cart,  and  is 
carried  away  from  the  said  hythe,  two  pence  shall  be  taken 
for  the  cart,  if  the  same  is  hired. 

Also,  for  every  horse-load  of  any  merchandize  on  sale 
belonging  to  a  stranger,  entering  or  leaving  by  the  said 
hythe,  one  halfpenny  shall  be  taken, — as  for  one  horse. 

Also,  for  every  cart-load  of  wool  and  skins  entering  by 
the  said  hythe,  two  pence  halfpenny  shall  be  taken,— as  for 
the  cart. 

Also,  if  any  foreigner,  as  also  any  man  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  shall  come  with  salmon,  in  case  he  shall  have 
brought  one  hundred  or  more,  he  shall  give  two  salmon 
unto  the  Queen's  ferm ;  and  if  he  shall  have  moored  in 
the  Queen's  soke,  he  shall  give  one  of  the  very  best  and 
one  of  middling  quality.  And  if  he  shall  have  brought 
less  than  one  hundred,  he  shall  give  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  article,  down  to  one  fourth  [of 

Fol.  190  B.  ^  hundred] ;  and  if  he  shall  have  brought  less 
than  one  fourth  part  of  a  hundred,  he  shall  give  nothing, 
strandage  excepted. 

Also,  for  salted  melwels  the  like  custom  shall  be  taken. 

Also,  for  salted  mackerel,  haddock,  merling,  and  conger, 
and  the  like  kind  of  salted  fish,  the  same  custom  is  to  be 
taken  in  that  soke  for  the  Queen's  ferm  that  the  sheriffs 
take  unto  the  King's  use  at  Billyngesgate. 

Further  oJb  to  the  Cuetoms  of  QueerirHythe. 

Also,  if  a  foreigner,  as  also  any  man  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
shall  have  brought  salted  herrings  in  his  vessel  into  the 
Queen's  soke,  one  hundred  herrings  shall  be  taken  from 
such  vessel.  And  if  any  citizen  of  London  shall  own  part 
thereof  with  him,  such  citizen  shall  pay  nothing  for  his 
share. 

Also  the  foreigner  who  shall  bring  the  first  [cargo  of] 
red  herrings,  not  packed  in  frails,  shall  give  one  hundred, 
herrings ;  and  others  who  shall  come  afterwards  with  the 
same  und  [of  fish],  whether  the  same  be  packed  in  frails 
or  not,  shall  give  nothing,  beyond  strandage  for  the  vessel ; 
that  is  to  say,  for  a  large  vessel  two  pence,  for  a  small 
vessel  one  penny,  and  for  a  boat  one  halfpenny. 

Also,  if  any  foreigner  shall  bring  salted  salmon  or 
melwels  in  a  vessel,  and  shall  then  place  it  on  board  of 
another  vessel  for  exportation  by  water,  he  shall  pay  two 
pence  for  every  hundred.  And  if  he  shall  buy  less  than 
one  hundred,  he  shall  pay  according  to  the  amount  of  the 
article  bought. 

Also,  if  any  foreigner  shall  buy  herrings  in  one  vessel 
and  sha^l  place  them  on  board  of  another,  he  shall  pay  one 
penny  halfpenny  for  every  thousand. 

Also,  for  salmon  and  melwels  bought  in  shops  within 
the  said  soke,  two  pence  shall  be  taken  for  every  hundred. 

Also,  for  herrings  bought  in  shops  of  the  same  hythe, 
one  halfpenny  shall  be  taken  for  every  thousand,  the  same 
as  from  the  vessel. 

Also,  for  all  kinds  of  fresh  fish  coming  into  the  Queen's 
soke,  the  same  custom  shall  be  taken  that  is  taken  for 
the  same  kinds  for  the  ferm  of  his  lordship  the  King  at 
London  Bridge. 

Also,  com  that  is  brought  to  land  between  the  gutter  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  Cologne  Merchants  and  the  soke  of 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  ought  not,  nor  is  wont,  to 
be  measured  by  any  other  quarter  than  by  the  quarter  of 
the  Queen's  soke. 

Also,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Queen's  bailiff  to  take 
scavage  in  the  Winchester  seld  in  the  same  manner  in 
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which  l^e  sherifiEs  of  London  take  scavage  for  iiis  lordship 
the  King  in  London  elsewhere.  All  the  customs  before 
written  are  to  be  observed  and  holden  as  well  at  the  wharf 
of  Douegate  [Dowgate]  as  at  Clueen-H3rthe. 

Also,  all  assizes  of  the  citj  at  the  hustings  provided^ 
and  enacted,  for  the  amendment  of  the  city,  are  to  be 
enacted  and  observed  in  the  Queen's  soke. 

Of  the  Measwement  of  Com  and  Salt. 

*  Inquisition  taken  before  Elyas  Russell,  the  then  mayor 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  the  aldermen  of  the  same  city, 
on  the  Saturday  next  after  the  Feast  of  the  Conception  of  the 
Blessed  Mary  [8th  December],  in  the  nine-apd-twentieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward,  son  of  King  Henry, 
l)y  John  de  Stratford,  William  de  Welles,  Richard  de 
Chinggeford,  William  Poyntelle,  John  Page,  William  de 
Grartone,  Peter  de  Hungrie,  William  Cok,  John  de  Parj-s, 
John  Dode,  John  le  Coftter,  Adam  Bras,  Henry  le  Es- 
porner,  Adam  Trygg,  \'yncent  de  Stratforde,  and  Richard 
le  Hareber,  of  Bredesticfce,  who  being  sworn  and  diligently 
exaniined  upon  oath,  say — ^that  from  of  old  it  hath  been 
enacted,  and  hath  been  heretofore  the  usage,  in  the  city 
and  in  the  suburbs  of  the  City  of  London,  for  the  bakers, 
and  brewers,  and  others  of  the  city,  to  pay  for  the 
measurement,  carriage,  and  porterage  of  one  quarter  of 
wheat  of  any  kind,  bought  at  Queen-Hythe,  and  conveyed 
unto  their  houses, — ^that  is  to  say,  from  that  hythe  through 
all  the  streets  and  lanes  as  far  as  Westchcpe  and  as  far  as 
the  church  of  Saint  Antony,*  as  far  as  Horsobrigg.f  and 
tti  far  as  Wolsiesgate  in  the  Ropery, J  one  •  halfpenny 
farthing.  And  from  the  said  Queen- Hythe  through  all  the 
streets  and  lanes  beyond  the  places  aforesaid,  as  far  as 
Flete  Bridge,  and  as  far  as  Newgate,  and  as  far  as 
Crepulgate,  and  as  far  as  opposite  to  Berchenes  Lane  6n 
Cornhulle,  and  as  far  as  Estchepe,  and  as  far  as  Billynges- 
gate,  one  penny.  And  from  the  said  Queen  -  Hythe 
throughout  all  the  streets  and  lanes  beyond  the  places 
aforesaid,  as  far  as  the  bar  of  the  suburbs,  one  penny 
farthing. 

*  They  further  say,  upon  oath,  that  every  chief  master- 
meter  of  all  the  serving  people  at  Queen- rfythe,  shall  find 
a  quarter,  bushel,  ha&  bushel,   strike,§   and   one  horse. 

And  there  shall  be  eight  chief  masters  there ; 
PoL  i»7  A.     ^^^  ^^^  ^f  g^gjj  gigjj^  masters  shall  have  three 

associates  standing  there;  and  each  of  such  three  so 
standing  there  shall  find  one  horse  and  seven  sacks,  etc. 
And  he  who  shall  contravene  this  ordinance  shall  abjure  his 
office,  etc.  The  jurors  say  also,  that  of  right  there  ought  to 
be  at  Queen-Hythe  eight  chief  measures  for  the  measurement 
of  com ; .  and  that  each  meter  shall  have  under  him  three 
servants,  each  of  such  meters  and  their  servants  having 
one  horse  for  the  service  of  the  community  of  the  city ; 
it  being  understood  that  none  of  the  said  horses  shall  be 
taken  by  the  sheriffs,  or  by  any  other  persons  in  their 
name,  from  the  performance  of  their  duties.  And  also, 
that  each  servant  shall  have  five  sacks,  and  that  each 
chief  meter  shall  have  one  quarter,  and  a  bushel,  and  a 
strike,  and  a  corn-dish.  [And  also,  that  no  one  of  the 
said  meters  ought  to  mete  for  any  stranger  without  leave 
of  the  bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe.  ||]  And  also,  that  no  one 
of  the  said  meters,  or  of  their  servants,  shall  take  for  the 
labour  of  measuring  and  carrying  more  than  according  to 
ancient  custom  ought  to  be  taken,  and  that  according  to 
the  same  limits  as  heretofore.  And  also,  that  no  meter, 
or  any  servant  of  thdrs,  shall  interfere  between  buyers 
and  sellers ;  and  that  such  meters  shall  not  go,  for  the 
purpose  of  meting  com,  beyond  the  Hall  of  the  Teutonics.^ 
*And  further,  they  say  that  there  ought  to  be  four 
meters  for  the  measurement  of  salt,  and  that  every  meter 
shall  have  under  him  one  servant.  And  that  each  such 
servant  shall  have  eight  good  and  sufficient  sacks,  for  the 
service  of  the  people.  And  that  each  of  such  meters  shall 
have  a  bushel  measure,  and  a  strike,  and  a  spud;  and 
that  the  said  meter  ought  to  fill  the  bushel  with  salt  at 
two  hauls,  and  then  at  the  third  haul  smooth  the  surface 
of  such  measure.  And  that  no  one  of  the  said  meters 
or  their  servants  shall  take  beyond  one  farthing  more  for 
.  measuring  and  carrying  salt  than  for  corn,  and  that, 
according  to  the  hmits  prescribed  for  corn.  And  that 
no  one  of  the  meters  or  of  their  servants  shall  interfere 
between  buyers  and  sellers.  And  that  there  shall  be  no 
other  meter  between  London  and  la  Zenlade,  except  only** 

*  8t.  Antholin«  in  Budf^e  Bow. 

t  ».«.,  *  Horse-shoe-bridge,'  over  Walbrook. 

X  Mr.  Rilejr  says  this  was  in  the  parish  of  Allhallows  the  Less,  in 
Thames  Street. 
§  A  ruler  to '  strike '  off  what  rose  over  the  rim. 
II  These  words  are  inserted  by  Mr.  Bileiy  from  the  copy  in  the  Liber 
Ottstumarum. 
%  The  Onildhall  of  the  Hanse  Merchants  waa  in  I>owgate. 
••  Ynntlet  Cn*ck. 


the  said  meters  and  the  bushels  of  Queen-Hythe.  And 
that  the  bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe,  throughout  the  said 
,  limits,  shall  receive  two  pence  for  every  dphe  of  salt. 
And  that  no  one  of  the  said  meters  shall  mete  as  between 
strangers.  And  that  [the  bailiff]  shall  take  from  a  stranger 
for  custom  upon  one  ciphe  (containing  five  ouarters)  two 
pence,  and  no  more.  And  that  no  bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe 
shall  force  any  merchant  of  the  freedom  of  the  city,  or  any 
stranger,  to  employ  him.  One  ciphe  of  salt  to  his  own 
use.  And  that  salt  shall  be  sold  nowhere  except  upon 
Salt  Wharf.  And  that  the  bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe,  before 
meting,  shall  ascertain  the  feict  of  sale  by  oath  of  the 
vendor.' 

Of  the  Fee  of  the  Bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe. 

*  Also  the  bailiff  of  Queen-Hythe  shall  not  take  more 
than  five  shillings  of  a  chief  meter  of  com  and  salt,  or  of 
his  servant  more  than  two  shilUngs  as  his  fee.  And  no 
meter,  or  servant  [of  a  meter],  of  corn  or  salt,  shall  be 
received  to  perform  the  duties  aforesaid  without  the 
assent  of  reputable  men  of  the  said  trades.  And  no 
amercement  shall  be  taken  of  poor  labourers  except 
according  to  ancient  custom,  that  is  to  say,  two  pence, 
at  the  least,  or  three  pence,  or  four  pence,  at  the  most ; 
but  so  soon  as  they  are  convicted  of  any  trespass  in  con- 
travention of  their  oath,  let  them  be  removed  from  their 
office.' 

Of  Boats  hrvngvng  oysters,  whelks,  vivussels,  or  soles. 

And  that  no  boat  that  brings  oysters,  whelks,  mussels, 
or  soles,  shall  remain  longer  upon  sale  than  one  high  tide 
and  two  ebbs.  And  whosoever  shall  lie  a  longer  time — 
as  for  his  oysters,  whelks,  or  mussels,  let  them  be  forfeited. 

Of  Wool. 

As  to  the  custom  upon  sacks  of  wool  that  come  by  the 
Thames  to  Queen-Hythe. — No  custom  shall  be  taken 
[there]  for  the  carts  of  persons  of  the  iranchbe  of  the 
city.  And  if  the  bailiff  of  the  said  hythe  wishes  to  have 
custom  upon  such  carts,  let  him  appoint  one  of  the  helpers 
at  the  place  where  the  carts  are  unloaded,  to  take  the 
rightful  custom  there.  Item,  whereas  the  bailiff  of  Queen- 
Hythe  takes  ....  for  custom  from  strangers  for 
each  quarter,  before  they  go  to  help  such  strangers,  we  do 
tell  vou  that  such  is  an  extortionate  charge,  seeing  that 
the  bailiff  of  Billyngesgate  takes  nothing. 


Fol.  197  B. 


Of  Tronage. 


This  is  the  custom  of  Tronage. — A  merchant-stranger 
who  exports  wool  beyond  sea,  shall  pay  for  one  sack  that 
contains  two  weys  six  pence  j  and  if  there  are  several  sacks 
of  two  weys,  he  shall  pay  for  the  first  sack  six  pence,  and 
for  each  or  the  others  five  pence.  And  if  the  merchant  has 
several  sacks  that  contain  two  weys  and  a  half,  or  three 
weys,  or  four  weys,  he  shall  give  for  the  first  sack  eleven 
pence,  and  for  each  of  the  others  ten  pence.  And  if  a 
merchant  exports  butter,  tallow,  or  lard,  beyond  sea,  he 
shall  give  for  the  first  wey  of  butter,  tallow,  or  lard,  one 
penny  halfpenny ;  and  for  each  of  the  others  one  halfpenny. 
And  for  every  wey  of  cheese  exported  beyond  sea,  four 
pence.  For  everv  last  of  leather  exported  beyond  sea, 
twelve  pence.  For  a  dacre  of  leather,  two  pence ;  and  of 
nonpareil  leather,  one  halfpenny.  For  every  trussel  of 
leather  bound  with  cords,  four  pence.  For  every  hundred 
of  woolfels,  four  pence.  For  every  trussel  bound  with 
cords,  of  whatever  merchandize  it  may  be,  great  or  small, 
four  pence.  For  harpoys  and  for  fispounde,*  one  penny 
farthing.  For  a  coda  of  sulphur,  at  the  same  valuation, 
one  penny  farthing.  For  every  tun  of  ale  exported  beyond 
sea,  that  owes  custom,  four  pence. 

And  if  the  merchant  pays  at  Billyngesgate,  he  is  cleared 
throughout ;  or  if  he  pays  unto  the  Warden  of  the  tron, 
nevertheless  it  then  belongs  to  the  tron.  For  every  tun  of 
wine  that  owes  custom,  two  pence.  For  every  large  vessel 
that  anchors,  two  pence.     For  every  quarter  of  woad  that 

owes  custom For  every  small  vessel  that 

grounds,  one  penny.  For  every  small  boat  that  anchors, 
one  halfpenny.  For  every  tun  that  comes  with  honey, 
owing  custom,  twelve  pence.  For  every  vessel  that  brings 
nuts,  four  pence.  For  a  single  ship's  store,  four  pence. 
F^r  every  karre  of  lead,  exported  beyond  sea  by  a  stranger, 
four  pence. 

Wolchlrcha/w  []V'ool  Chwrch  Soao], 

This  is  the  custom  of  Woolohirchaw. — ^For  one  pound  of 
wool  [sold]  to  a  foreigner,  one  halfpenny  j  and  for  one 
sack,  only  one  halfpenny.    For  two  woolfels  and  more,  one 
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halfpeimj ;  and  for  one  hundred  only  one  halfpenny.  For 
one  pound  of  woollen  yarn,  one  halfpenny ;  and  for  one 
hundred  only  one  halfpenny.  If  any  foreiffner  brings  wool, 
woolfels,  or  yam,  through  the  city  for  sale,  to  the  value  of 
ten  pence  and  more,  he  shall  pay  as  custom  one  farthing. 

Ths  Cwtom  of  Graschirche, 

This  is  the  custom  of  Gerchirche. — Every  foreign  cart 
that  brings  corn  or  malt,  shall  pay  one  halfpenny.  Every 
cart  that  brinffs  cheese,  two  pence.  Item,  every  cart  that 
brings  com  and  cheese  together,  if  the  cheese  is  worth  more 
than  the  corn,  shall  pay  two  pence;  but  if  the  corn  is 
worth  the  most,  it  shall  pay  only  one  halfpenny.  Every 
cart  that  brings  nuts  and  com  together,  if  the  nuts  are 
worth  more  than  the  com,  shall  pay  two  pence ;  and  if  the 
com  is  worth  the  most,  it  shaU  pay  only  one  halfpenny. 
Upon  two  horses  that  bring  corn  or  malt  to  Graschirche, 
the  baihff  takes  one  fsurthing.  A  cart  that  belongs  to  the 
franchise  of  the  Temple  and  of  Saint  Martin  le  Grand,  one 
farthing.  A  cart  that  belongs  to  the  Hospital  of  Saint 
John,  with  their  own  com,  shall  pay  nothing ;  and  if  such 
com  is  bought  for  resale,  it  shall  pay  one  hal^nny. 

Fetage. 

The  custom  of  Pesage.-r-Merchandize  that  is  weighed  by 
beam  of  one  hundred  pounds,  shall  pay  one  halfpenny,  and 
up  to  one  thousand  no  more ;  and  beyond  that,  it  shall  pay 
one  penny.  And  for  eleven  hundred  one  penny  halfpenny, 
and  up  to  two  thousand  no  more ;  and  then  the  Warden  of 
the  beam  shall  take  two  pence,  and  so  on. 

Of  Wiyies. 

The  King's  Prisage  upon  wines. — If  nine  tuns  of  wine, 
or  less  than  nine,  come  in  a  ship  or  in  a  boat,  the  King's 
Chamberlain  ought  to  take  nothing,  as  of  right,  for  the 
King's  prisage.  And  if  ten  tuns  come,  he  shall  take  one 
tun;  and  if  there  are  nineteen  tuns,  be  ought  to  take 
nothing  upon  account  of  prisage  beyond  one  tun;  and 
upon  twenty  tuns  he  shall  take  two.  And  if  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  tuns  come  together  in  one  ship,  the  Cham- 
berlain shall  take  for  the  King's  prisage  only  two  tuns. 
And  if  a  great  ship  that  comes  with  wines  has  to  unload 
into  boats  before  it  arrives  [at  the  wharf],  and  then  follows 
the  boats,  with  the  remaining  wines,  unto  the 
wharf,  the  Chaimberlain  ought  to  take  for  ship  *^****  ^^  ^• 
and  boats  only  a  single  pnsage.  And  if  the  mariners  of 
the  ship  or  of  the  boat  can  shew  that  the  King's  prisage 
has  been  taken  at  Sandwiz  [Sandwich],  or  in  any  other 
sea-port,  by  the  Chaimberlain  or  by  any  other  bailiff  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  King,  the  Chamberlain  ought  to  take 
nothing  at  London ;  but  throughout  all  dominions  of  the 
King  the  merchants  to  whom  such  wines  belong,  ought  to 
go  quit  by  reason  of  the  first  prisage. 

When  nineteen  or  nine  tuns  come  to  London  by  boat,  it 
is  fully  lawful  for  the  Chamberlain  to  take  the  assurance  or 
the  oath  of  the  merchants  to  whom  such  wines  belong,  that 
they  do  not  cause  the  wine  to  arrive  in  such  manner,  by 
small  quantities,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  or  of  with- 
holding the  King's  prisage. 

'*  Articlbs  of  Ancient  Usage."— I&trf.,  Bk.  III.,  Pt.  II. 
Of  Gom-dealers. 

[Fol.  198a.]  Also,  as  to  corn-dealers  who  bring  com  unto 
the  city  for  sale — that  no  one  shall  sell  by  show  or  by  sample. 
But  they  shall  come  to  certain  places  in  the  city  established 
with  their  carts  laden,  and  with  their  horses  having  the 
loads  upon  th^m,  without  selling  anything,  and  without  , 
getting  rid  of  anything,  until  [they  reach]  the  established 
places ;  that  is  to  say,  within  the  Gate  of  Neugate,  before 
the  Friars  Minors  [there,  and]  at  Graschirche ;  and  this, 
without  putting  anything  into  house  or  into  hiding-place, 
whether  the  same  arrive  bv  night  or  by  day.  And  that  no 
com  shall  be  sold  until  the  hour  of  Frimef  mng  at  Saint 
Paul's,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  such  com.  And  that 
all  vessels,  scouts,  and  boats,  of  whatever  kind  they  may 
be,  that  bring  corn  to  sell,  as  well  at  Billyngesgate  as 
elsewhere  on  the  Thames,  shall  remain  upon  common  sale 
after  they  have  arrived,  without  selling  anything  in  gross 
for  one  whole  day ;  that  so  the  common  people  may  buy 
for  their  sustenance  what  they  shall  need;  and  this  imder 
heavy  forfeiture. 

*  The  remilatlons  of  the  *  Array  of  Bread  and  Ale '  proclaimed 
Kt  the  same  time  are  set  oat  in  Fart  III.  of  the  same  book  of  the 
Repertory  (fol.  214  b),  and  those  as  to  Ush  at  fol.  i^  b. 

t  From  6  to  7  in  the  morning. 


Ofihesame. 

And  whereas  some  buyers  and  brokers  of  com  do  buy 
com  in  the  city  of  countiy  folks  who  bring  it  to  the  city 
to  sell,  and  give,  on  the  bargain  being  made,  a  penny  or 
halfpenny  by  way  of  earnest ;  and  tell  the  peasants  to  take 
the  corn  to  their  house,  and  that  there  they  shall  receive 
their  pay. — And  when  they  come  there  and  think  to  have 
their  payment  directly,  the  buyer  says  that  his  wife  at  his 
house  has  gone  out,  and  has  taken  the  key  of  the  room, 
so  that  he  cannot  get  at  his  money ;  but  that     p^j  ^gg  ^ 
the  other  must  go  away,  and  come  again 
soon  and  receive  his  pay.    And  when  he  comes  back  a 
second  time,  then  the  buyer  is  not  to  be  found;  or  eUe, 
if  he  is  found,  he  feigns  something  else,  by  reason  whereof 
the  poor  men   cannot  have  their  pay.    And  sometimes, 
while  the  poor  men  are  waiting  for  their  pay,  the  buyer 
causes  the  corn  to  he  wetted  ;  and  then,  wnen  they  come 
to  ask  for  their  pay,  which  was  agreed  upon,  [they  are 
told]  to  wait  until  such  a  day  as  the  buyer  shall  choose  to 
name,  or  else  to  take  off  a  part  of  the  price ;  which  if  they 
will  not  do,  they  may  take  their  com  and  carry  it  away ; 
a  thing  which  they  cannot  do,  because  it  is  wetted,  [and] 
in  another  state  than  it  was  in  when  they  sold  it.    And  by 
such  evil  delays  on  part  of  the  buyer,  the  poor  men  lose 
half  of  their  pay  in  exoenses  before  they  are  fully  settled 
with. — It  is  provided,  that  the  person  towards  whom  such 
knavishness  shall  be  committed,  shall  make  complaint  unto 
the  Mayor ;  and  if  he  shall  be  able  to  make  proof,  and 
convict  the  buyer  before  the  Mayor  of  the  wrong  so  done 
to  him,  the  buyer  shall  pay  unto  the  vendor  double  the 
value,  and  full  damages  as  well,  in  case  the  Mayor  shall 
see  that  the  value  aforesaid  does  not  suffice  for  the  damage 
which  he  has  received;  and  nevertheless,    let    him    also 
be  heavily  amerced  unto  the  King,  if  he  have  the  means. 
And  if  he  have  not  the  means  of  paying  the  penalty 
aforesaid,  or  of  finding  the  amercement,  then  he  shall  be 
put  in  the  pillory,  and  remain  there  one  hour  in  the  day 
at  least,  a  Serjeant  of  the  City  standing  by  the  side  of  the 
pillory  with  good  hue  and  cry  as  to  the  reason  why  [he  is 
so  punished]. 

Of  Butchers, 

And  whereas  some  butchers  do  buy  beasts  of  country 
folks,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  the  beasts  in  their  houses 
kill  them,  and  then  at  their  own  pleasure  delay  the 
peasants  of  their  pay;  or  else  tell  them  that  they  may 
take  t)ieir  beasts. — It  is  provided,  that  the  penalty  which 
in  such  case  is  as  to  buyers  and  brokers  of  com  ordained, 
shidl  be  incurred  by  such  butchers  as  shall  thereof  be 
attainted. 


Of  ForestoM&rs. 

And  that  no  dealer,  denizen  or  stranger,  whoever  he 
may  be,  shall  go  to  meet  dealers  coming  by  land  or  by 
water  with  their  merchandize  and  victuals  towards  iAke 
city,  to  buy  or  to  sell,  until  such  time  as  they  shall  have 
arrived  at  the  said  city,  and  have  put  up  their  merchandize 
for  sale ;  under  forfeiture  of  the  article  sold  and  pain  of 
im;)risonment,  from  which  imprisonment  [the  offender] 
sh  ill  not  escape  without  heavy  chastisement.  And  that 
no  one  shall  put  up  his  wares  for  sale,  that  owes  custom, 
until  he  has  paid  custom  thereon,  under  pain  of  losing 
such  article. 

Of  the  same. 

And  that  no  merchant,  denizen  or  stranger,  whoever  he 
may  he,  shall  go  to  the  Pole  (Pool)  or  any  other  place  in 
the  Thames,  to  meet  wines  or  other  merchandize  or  go  on 
board  of  vessels  to  buy  wines  or  other  things,  until  such 
time  as  they  shall  have  come  to  land,  under  pain  of  losing 
the  article. 

Of  Strangers, 

And  that  no  freeman  of  the  city  shall  hold  partnership 
with  a  strange  man,  or  avow  the  merchandize  of  a  strange 
man,  whereby  the  King  or  his  bailiffs  of  the  city  may  lose 
custom  upon  the  same ;  and  this,  under  pain  of  losing  the 
freedom. 

Of  Bakers, 

And  that  two  loaves  shall  be  made  for  one  penny,  and 
four  loaves  for  one  penny;  and  that  no  [loaf]  shall  be 
baked  of  bran.  And  that  no  baker  shall  sell  bread  before 
his  oven,  but  [only]  in  the  market  of  his  lordship  the 
King.    And  if  any  one  is  found  selling  in  his  house,  he 
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shall  be  amerced  in  the  sum  of  forty  e hillings.  And  that 
no  one  shall  buy  such  bread,  under  pain  u£  losing  the  loaf. 
And  that  each  baker  shall  have  his  own  s^,  as  well  for 
brown  bread  as  for  white  bread ;  that  so  it  may  be  the 
better  known  whose  bread  it  is.  And  that  each  Alderman 
shall  view  the  seals  of  the  bakers  in  his  ward.  And  that 
no  baker  of  white  bread  shall  make  tourte  bread,*  and  no 
one  [who  makes  tourte]  make  white  bread.  And  that  no 
baker  shall  buy  com  to  sell  again.  And  that  no  baker  who 
makes  tourte  bread  shall  sell  his  Hour  to  cook^  for  making 
pastry :  nor  in  anv  other  manner  shall  get  rid  of  such  flour, 
on  peni  mac  pertains  thereunto.  And  that  the  bread  of 
the  bakers  shall  be  takenf  every  month,  once  at  the  verv 
least,  or  more  times  if  it  be  necessary.  And  that  each 
baker  shall  shew  his  seal  at  each  Wardmote,  that  so  it  may 
be  known. 

Of  Meaawes. 

Whereas  some  persons  do  say  that  the  assize  of  bread 
and  of  ale  is  not  so  well  kept,  through  the  taking  of  fines 
from  bakers  and  brewsters. — It  is  provided,  that  no  sheriff 
shall  take  a  fine  irom  bakers  or  from  brewsters.  And  if 
any  sheriff  shall  do  so,  and  be  convicted  of  the  same,  he 
shall  be  forthwith  removed  from  the  office  and  another 
appointed  in  his  place. 

And  if  any  default  shall  be  found  in  the  bread  of  a  baker 
of  the  city,  the  first  time,  let  him  be  drawn  upon  a  hurdle 
from  the  Guildhall  to  his  own  house,  through  the  great 
streets  where  there  may  be  most  people  assembled,  and 
through  the  great  streets  that  are  most  dirty,  with  the 
faulty  loaf  hanging  from  his  neck.  If  a  second  time  he 
shall  be  found  committing  the  same  offence,  let  him  be 
drawn  from  the  Guildhall  through  the  great  street  of 
Chepe,  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  the  pillory;  and  let  him  be 
put  upon  the  pillory,  and  remain  there  at  least  one  hour 
m  the  day.  And  the  third  [time  that  such]  default  shall 
be  found,  he  shall  be  drawn,  and  the  oven  shall  be  pulled 
down,  and  the  baker  [made  to]  forswear  the  trade  within 
the  city  for  ever. 

And  that  no  [baker]  of  the  town  shall  give  unto  the 
regratresses^  the  six  pence  on  Monday  morning  by  way  of 
hansel-money,  or  the  three  pence  on  Friday  for  curtesy- 
money;  but,  after  the  ancient  manner,  [let  him  give] 
thirteen  pieces  of  bread  for  twelve.  Nor  shall  any  one 
take  back  the  bread  from  the  regratresses  when  cold,  under 
pain  of  grievous  amercement,  whoever  shall  thereof  be 
attainted;  but  let  him  throw  all  such  outlays  into  his 
bread,  for  the  profit  of  the  people. 

Of  Bakers. 

As  concerning  foreign  bakers  who  sell  bread, — at  all 
times  in  the  city  that  default  shall  be  found  in  their  bread, 
all  such  bread  shall  be  forfeited  unto  the  sheriffs  of  the 
city,  to  go  unto  their  ferm,  as  heretofore  has  been  done. 
And  from  henceforth,  no  foreign  baker  shall  put  his  bread 
into  hutches  or  into  selds,  or  elsewhere  in  hiding-places 
for  storing  beyond  a  single  night,  under  pain  of  losing  the 
bread.  And  those  who  bring  their  bread  in 
carts,  without  baskets,  are  to  refrain  from  '^oI-I^^b- 
selling  unto  any  regratress  before  they  come  into  Chepe, 
under  pain  of  the  forfeiture  aforesaid. 

Of  Brewers,  Tavemers,  and  their  Measures, 

And  that  the  gallon  of  wine  shall  be  sold  at  three 
pence,  and  not  dearer.  And  that  a  gallon  of  ale  shall  be 
made  for  three  farthings,  and  another  gallon  for  one  penny, 
and  not  dearer.  And  if  any  shall  be  found  dearer,  it  shall 
be  forfeited  unto  the  use  of  the  sheriff. 

And  that  no  brewster  or  taverner  shall  sell  from  henc^^^- 
forth  by  any  measure  but  by  the  gallon,  pottle,  and  quart ; 
and  that  these  shall  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  alderman; 
and  that  the  tun  of  the  brewster  shall  be  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  gallons,  and  be  sealed  with  such  seal  of  the  alder- 
man. And  if  any  one  shall  be  found  selling  by  measure 
not  sealed,  she  shall  be  amerced,  the  first  time,  in  the  sum 
of  forty  pence,  and  the  measure  be  burnt  or  broken.  The 
second  time,  she  shall  be  amerced  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
mark.  And  the  third  time,  she  shall  be  amerced  to  the 
amount  of  twenty 'shillings.  And  whereas  it  often  happens, 
that  gallons,  pottles,  and  quarts  are  partly  broken,  and 
that  some  of  tnem,  having  been  marked  while  they  were 
green,§  after  being  used  n)r  a  long  time,  through  dryness 
shrink,  and  thereby  become  not  so  good  as  they  ought  to 
be, — it  is  provided,  that  every  taverner  and  brewster  shall 
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carry  such  gallons,  pottles,  and  quarts  unto  the  house  of 
his  or  her  alderman  four  times  in  the  year,  that  the  same 
may  be  examined  if  sufficient  in  all  respects ;  and  for  such 
labour  and  usage,  and  for  the  marks  when  made  at  first, 
two  pence  shall  be  given  for  the  gallon,  for  the  pottle  one 
penny,  and  for  the  quart  one  half|j«nny.  And  the  same 
thing  shall  be  done  as  to  the  gallon  of  taverners  of  wine, 
the  bushel,  and  the  half  bushel.  For  one  bushel  [so 
marked]  one  penny  shall  be  given,  and  for  half  a  bushel 
one  halfpenny.  And  if  any  one  shall  be  found,  who  on 
summons  to  do  this  shall  not  come  or  send,  ur  shall  not 
do  in  manner  aforesaid,  such  person  shall  be  amerced  by 
the  alderman  in  the  sum  of  two  shillings. 


Of  Hostelers, 

And  that  no  one  in  the  city  shall  harbour  any  man 
beyond  a  day  and  a  night,  if  he  be  not  willing  to  produce 
such  person  to  stand  bis  tris^l.  In  case  such  person  shall 
commit  an  offence  and  absent  himself,  the  host  shall  make 
answer  for  him.  And  that  no  one  shall  be  resident  in  the 
ward  of  an  alderman  beyond  a  day  and  a  niiirht,  if  he  be 
not  in  view  of  frankpledge,  or  if  his  host  be  not  willing  to 
produce  him  to  stand  his  trial. 


Of  the  same. 

And  it  is  provided,  under  heavy  penalties,  that  no 
stranger,  or  alien,  shall  enjoy  the  francnise  of  the  city,  or 
sell  by  retail,  if  he  be  not  first  admitted  to  the  franchise, 
and  sworn  thereunto  and  enrolled  at  the  Guildhall.  And 
for  being  so  admitted  and  enrolled,  let  him  make  compen- 
sation according  as  his  means  may  admit  of.  And  it  is 
provided,  that  no  native  of  a  strange  land,  or  other  person, 
of  whatever  country  he  may  be,  shall  be  herbergeour  or 
hosteler  within  the  city,  if  he  be  not  admitted  a  freeman  of 
the  city,  [and]  sanctioned  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  as  a 
good  and  lawful  man.  And  that  he  shall  have  good 
testimony  from  the  place  whence  he  shall  have  come,  that 
he  has  well  and  lawfully  departed  from  his  own  country ; 
and  shall  find  safe  and  responsible  pledges  unto  the  mayor 
and  unto  the  bailiffs  of  the  city,  to  be  answerable  unto  the 
peace  of  the  King,  and  for  the  keeping  of  the  citizens  of 
the  city  free  from  harm.  And  if  perchance  any  native  of 
a  strange  land,  through  surety  that  he  finds,  or  through 
freedom  of  the  city  that  has  been  granted  unto  him,  is 
about  to  become  hosteler  or  herbergeour  in  the  city,  then 
let  him  make  provision  to  dwell  in  the  heart  of  the  city  or 
elsewhere  :  but  no  such  person  shall  dwell  upon  the  water- 
side of  the  Thames,  either  for  keeping  hostel  or  for  being 
herbergeour  there. 


Of  the  same. 

And  that  all  those  who  are  herbergeours  or  hostelers  in 
the  city,  in  manner  aforesaid,  within  forty  days  from  the 
day  that  these  articles  shall  be  read,  shall  cease  therefrom 
and  shall  withdraw  themselves  so  as  not  to  do  so  in  future. 
And  if  any  person  shall  be  found  contravening  the  enact- 
ment aforesaid  after  such  forty  dars,  he  shall  lose 
the  freedom  for  ever;  and  nevertheless,  he  shall  ^^^-^Wa. 
be  punished  with  imprisonment,  according  as  the  offence 
demands. 


Of  Brokers. 

And  that  no  person  shall  be  a  broker  within  the  city, 
except  such  as  shall  be  sworn  and  admitted  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen.  And  if  any  broker  shall  be  attainted  of 
having  gone  out  of  the  city,  and  having  made  fore- 
etalment  of  anv  manner  of  merchandize  coming  towards 
town,  he  shall  have  forty  days*  imprisonment.  And  if  a 
second  time  he  shall  be  attainted  of  such  offence,  he  shall 
have  forty  days'  imprisonment,  and  at  his  departure  from 
prison  he  shall  forswear  the  calling  within  the  city  for 
ever.  And  that  no  sworn  broker  shall  be  the  host  of 
merchants  who  import  the  merchandize  of  which  he  is 
such  broker.  And  that  no  person  shall  be  admitted  as 
broker  except  upon  the  presentment  of  good  folks  of  the 
same  trade  in  which  he  is  about  to  be  such  broker.  And 
he  shall  be  a  broker  in  that  trade  only  which  he  has  so 
assigned  unto  him. 


Of  SwiTie. 

And  that  no  swine  shall  be  found  about  the  streets,  &c. 
or  in  the  fosses  of  the  said  city,  &c.       . 
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Of  Barbers. 

And  that  no  barbers  suall  put  blooJ  in  their  windows 
openly  or  in  view  of  folks,  &c. 


Of  Begrators, 

And  that  no  regrator  of  corn,  of  fish,  or  of  poultry, 
shall  buy  provisions  for  resale  before  the  hour  of  Prime 
rung  at  Saint  Paul's ;  or  before  the  substantial  men  of  the 
land  and  of  the  city  shall  have  bought  their  provisions  ; 
under  pain  of  losing  the  article  bought. 

And  that  no  market  shall  be  held  upon  London  Bridge, 
but  [only]  elsewhere  in  the  city  wnere  they  are  esta- 
blished; under  pain  of  losing  the  article  [sold\ 


Of  Com  Dedlera. 

And  it  is  provided  that  no  monger  of  com,  or  regrator 
of  any  other  victuals,  shall  go  forth  from  the  city  to  buy 
any  manner  of  victuals  cominsf  towards  the  city.  And  if 
any  such  shall  be  found,  and  shall  be  attainted  thereof, 
he  shall  be  heavily  amerced.  And  further,  it  is  proWded 
that  no  monger  or  regrator  shall  buy  victuals  coming 
into  the  city  by  land  or  by  water,  before  that  the  good 
folks  of  the  city  shall  have  bought  as  much  as  they 
consider  necessary  for  their  use.  And  if  the  aforesaid 
mongers  or  regrators  shall  Nvish  to  buy  any  manner  of 
victuals,  let  it  be  between  Tierce*  and  noon.  And  he  who 
shall  do  otherwise,  and  shall  thereof  be  attainted,  shall  be 
amerced  in  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  to  the  use  of  the 
sheriffs,  the  same  to  go  unto  their  ferm.  The  same  thing  is 
to  be  provided  as  to  fishmongers,  unless  they  have  leave 
to  buy  from  and  after  Prime ;  so  nevertheless,  that  if  any 
citizen  shall  come  to  the  boat  or  vessel  he  shall  have  there- 
from, for  his  own  use,  as  much  as  he  shall  get  for  the 
same  price  at  which  the  fisherman  shall  have  bought  it. 


Of  Victuallers. 

Also  it  is  forbidden  that  the  mayor,  sheriffs,  aldermen, 
or  their  clerks,  Serjeants,  or  bedels,  shall  from  henceforth 
brew  themselves  or  by  others  for  sale,  or  shall  keep  oven 
or  wine  tavern,  &c. 


Of  Com  Porters. 

And  that  no  com  porter  shall  sell  or  measure  com  .  . 
....  or  shfdl  lay  hand  upon  com  until  he  shall  be 
required  by  those  who  shall  have  bought  the  same ;  and 
that  no  cart  shall  henceforth  stand  in  the  citv  with  fire- 
wood, timber,  or  charcoal  before  it  has  sold  the  same, 
but  it  shall  remain  without  the  gate  and  in  Smithfield  or 
elsewhere  where  provided,  Cornnill  only  excepted,  under 
forfeiture  of  the  article. 

•  Prom  8  to  0  a.m. 


Of  Glotlt^. 

And  that  no  one  shall  cause  cloth  to  be  woven  for  sale 
except  in  the  city  or  in  the  Port-soken  or  within  the 
franchise,  and  not  in  Southwark,  under  pain  of  forfeiture 
and  loss  of  the  cloth ;  and  that  no  one  of  the  city  shall 
go  into  Southwark  to  buy  corn  or  other  merchandize 
whereby  this  market  may  be  there  held,  under  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  article  there  bought,  timber  only  excepted. 

And  that  no  merchant  shall  bring  wood,  or  have  the 
same  measured,  except  by  those  who  are  sworn  thereunto 
and  to  certain  quarters  assigned. 

•  •  ♦  ♦  • 

Of  Measures  and  Balances. 

That  no  person  shall  have  a  measure  or  balance  weight 
excent  it  be  good  and  lawfid,  and  that  according  to  the 
weiglit  of  his  lordship  the  King. 

Of  Butchers. 

And  that  all  foreign  butchers  shall  come  unto  the  city 
with  their  meat  for  sale,  and  shall  briuff  the  hides  and 
pelts  of  every  beast,  together  with  the  flesh,  under  pain  of 
losing  the  price  of  such  hide  {i.e.,  for  an  ox  hide,  28.  Gd. ; 
a  cow  hide,  2s. ;  a  pelt,  with  the  wool,  6d. ;  without  wool, 
l\d.).  And  then  he  shall  stand  to  sell  his  meat  there  in 
nieces,  small  and  large,  just  as  he  shall  please  to  do,  until 
nigh  noon,*  so  that  by  such  time  he  shall  have  fully  made 
his  sale  without  getting  rid  of  any  meat  or  harbouring  it, 
either  secretly  or  openly,  or  putting  it  in  salt  or  otherwise ; 
and  if  any  such  shall  be  found  in  town,  carried  into  the 
house  where  he  is  staying,  after  an  hour  that  is  forbidden, 
the  same  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  sheriff. 


Of  Begraiois. 

Also  it  is  forbidden  that  any  one  shall  be  so  daring  as 
to  go  on  board  of  vessels  or  boats  that  bring  scallops, 
mussels,  whelks,  or  cockles,  or  any  other  victuals,  when 
they  have  arrived,  for  the  purpose  of  regrating  the  same, 
under  pain  of  losing  the  article ;  but  the  same  shall  stand 
for  common  sale  by  him  who  shall  have  brought  such 
wares,  so  that  the  community  may  be  served  without 
regrators,  and  if  anv  such  person  shall  be  found  he  shall 
be  heavily  punished. 

Of  Butchers. 

And  that  no  butcher  shall  sell  woolfells  so  long  as  they 
are  on  the  living  animals,  but  only  in  the  King*s  market, 
and  that  after  Prime,  &c. 

And  that  no  butcher  or  wife  of  a  butcher  shall  sell 
tallow  or  lard  to  a  stranger  for  export  to  the  parts  beyond 
sea,  by  reason  of  the  great  deamess  and  scarcity  that  has 
been  thereof  in  the  city  of  late. 

•  After  1  p.m. 


VIII. 


Abbreviatio  Placitoruic. 

Extracts. 

(The  marginal  references  give  the  pages  of  the 
volume  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Records.) 

Flaeita  de  termino  8.  Michaelis  anno  4®  Begis  Johannis. 

Suffolk. 

P-88.  Juratores  dicunt  quod  mercatum  episcopi  et  mona- 

chorum  de  Ely  apud  Lakengeheiam  est  ad  nocumeutum 
mercati  abbatis  Sancti  £dmundi  in  villa  Sancti  Edmundi. 
—Rot.  6.  D<yrso. 

Placita  capta  apud  Bedeford  a  die  Sti.  Michaelis  in  tres 
septimanas,  coram  8.  de  PaMishuU  et  E,  de  Faukcnhirg  et 
sociis  suds  anno  regni  Begis  Johannis  iv. 

Htmdredum  de  Ilitte. 

P.  S66.  Mercatum  de  Lutton  remotum  eat  de  die  Dominica  ad 

diem  Lune  et  mercatum  est  comitis  de  Alba  Maria  et 
idco  in  misericordia  et  sit  per  diem  Lune. — Rot.  5. 
A     55729. 


Hundred*  de  Wendelawe. 

Mercatum  de  Potton  est  remotum  de  die  Dominica 
usque  .  .  .  et  mercatum  est  comitis  David  et  idoo 
villata  in  misericordia  et  sit  per  diem  Sabbat  i.- -Rot.  ^. 
Dorso. 

Assisae,  Sfc,  anno  4*  Begis  Johannis. 

Northampton. 

Hv/ndredum  de  Corhi. 

Juratores   dicnnt   quod    mercatum    de    Rowell    est  P«*l« 
remotum   a   die   Dominica   usque  iu  diem  Sabbati  et 
mercatum  est  comitis  de  Clara :  ideo  iu  misericordia 
et  villata  similiter  et  sit  per  diem  Lune  mercatum. — 
Rot.  1. 

Mercatum  de  Burgo  remotum  est  a  die  Dominica 
usqne  diem  Sabbati  et  est  abbatis  de  Burgo.— Rot.  2. 

Hundred*  de  Ilecham, 

Juratores  dicunt  quod  Galfridus  Cardun  levavit  novas 
consuetudines  aliter  quam  debet  et  quam  esse  consuevit, 
scilicet  capiendo  de  carcta  per  terram  suam  transeunte 
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in  Winwyk  cum  anguillis  stikam  anguillarum  et  de 
careta  mmlnellonun  unum  inulnellnm  et  de  careta 
sabnonum  dimidiam  salmonem  et  de  careta  halecinm 
V.  haleces;  nbi  nuUam  consuetudinem  capere  debet 
de  aliqno  nisi  de  sale  transeunte  per  terram  suam, 
scilicet  de  careta  i.  bollam  salis;  et  tunc  debet  ipse 
salinarius  habere  nnum  panem  pro  sale  suo ;  et  preterea 
si  careta  salinarii  facta  fuerit  sine  calumpnia,  habebunt 
equi  salinarii  pasturam  in  terra  ipsiua  Gtaufridi  dum 
ipse  facit  oaretam  suam  parare.  Et  Ganfridns  Tenit  et 
cognoscit  quod  ipse  cepit  predictas  consuetudines  et 
oapere  debet,  quia  ipse  et  antecessores  sui  illas  ceperunt 
a  conquestu  Ajiglie,  etc. — Rot.  2. 

Anno  V,  JB.  Johawnis  Assise  et  Pladta  corone.  EssorC  ca^te 
apud  Lichefeld,  etc, 

Stafford. 
P.  48.  Mercatam  de  Lichefeld  remotum  est  a  die  Dominica 

usque  ad  diem  Veneris  et  ideo  villata  in  misericordia. 

Mercatum  Novi  Oastri  similiter  remotum  est  a  die 
Dominica  usque  ad  diem  Sabbati,  ideo  in  misericordia, — 
Eot.  2. 

ITwidredum  de  Seisdon. 

Mercatum  de  Wulverhanton  remotum  est  a  die 
Dominica  usque  ad  diem  Mercurii  et  ideo  villata  in 
misericordia. — Rot.  2  d, 

Villata  de  Stafford. 
Juratores  dicunt    quod  assise  pannorum  non^sunt 
serrate  et  ideo  villata,  &c. — Rot.  3. 

^Thamworth. 

Juratores  de  hundredo  de  Offelawe  dicunt  ballivi  de 
Tamworth  ceperunt  toloneum  de  militibus  comitatus 
Stafford,  utpote  de  bobus  et  aliis  averiis  suis  injuste : 
et  homines  de  Lichfeld  ^ueruntur  similiter  quod  cepe- 
runt et  ab  eis  toloneum  injuste  et  maxime  in  comitatu 
Stafford:  et  ballivi  defendunt  quod  non  capiunt  in 
com.  Staffoi^  de  militibus  aliquid :  et  quia  non  possunt 
contradicere  juratoribus  ballivi  sunt  in  misericordia. 

De  hominibus  de  Licheffeld  die  ant  (juod  debent  habere 
et  habuerunt  a  tempore  Henrici  Regis  de  eis,  [maxime 
do  mercatoribus],  toloneum  tam  in  com.  Stafford,  quam 
in  com.  Warwick,  etc.:  et  comitatus  recordat  quod 
homines  Lichefeld  tempore  Henrici  Regis  non  dederunt 
toloneum  in  com.  Stafford  et  ideo  in  misericordia  ballivi. 
—Rot.  3. 

Bwrgus  de  Tutesheri. 

Dicunt  quod  mercatum  de  Tutesberi  remotum  est  et 
de  assisis  pannorum  quod  non  sunt  servate. — Rot.  3. 

Pladta  incerti  temporis  R,  Johannis. 

Pladta  Corone  in  Com,  Line, 

Wapentac'  de  Kandelesho, 

P.  71.  I*^    villa    de    Wainfleet    frecfuentatur    mercatum    per 

alium  diem  quam  consuetum  diem  &  Prior  de  Kim'  est 
dominus  ville  &  mercati  &  concessum  est  ex  parte  domini 
Regis  per  justioiarios  quod  mercatum  sit  per  diem  Martis 
ita  quod  non  sit  ad  nocumentum  vicinorum  mercatorum. 
^  Rot.  1. 

Wapenf  de  Btdinbroc, 

P.  716.  Mercatum    de    Bolingbroc    tenetur    per    alium    diem 

quam  per  diem  consuetum  &  mercatum  illud  est  comitis 
Cestrie.  Habeant  mercatum  per  licentiam  die  Veneris. 
Villata  de  Bolingbroc  in  misericordia  de  dimidia  marca  & 
sciendum  quod  villa  est  par^'B  &  fere  dominicum  comitis. 

Rot.  2. 

Wap*  de  Maule, 
Mercatum  de  Burton  removetur  a  die  Dominica  usque 
ad  diem  Martis.  Una  medietas  mercati  est  comitis 
Bolonie,  et  quarta  pars  Ricardi  Wascelini  et  quarta  pars 
Ricardi  de  Cestrie.  Et  finem  fecit  Ricardus  per  unam 
marcam,  etc.  Ret.  3  dorso, 

Wap*  de  Belteslawe. 
Mercatum  de  Edenham  solet  esse  de  die  Dominica  & 
nunc  tenetur  per  diem  Lune  &   Nich.   de  Stutevill  est 
dominus  illius  ville  &  sit  mercatum  per  diem  Lune. 

Rot.  4. 


fVap'  de  Lonedon, 

Mercatum  de  Lafford  est  remotum  de  die  Dominica  ad 
diem  Jovis :  sit  mercatum  per  diem  Jovis.  Rot.  5. 

Hdland:  Hellog  Wap\ 

Quoddam  forum  fuit  apud  Flet  per  diem  Dominicam  p.  72. 
ex  antique  et  nunc  transfertur  inde  ad  Getenaj  villam  Ful- 
conis  de  Oiri  ubi  nunquam  fuit  prius  mercatum  et  Fulco 
dat  i.  marcam  pro  habendo  mercato  sicut  nunc  est  usque 
ad  festum  S.  Michaelis  in  unum  mensem.     Rot.  6  dorso. 


Burgus  de  Stanford. 

De  burgo  de  Stanford  pro  stulta  presentacione  et  pro 
mercato  suo  remote  xx.  marcas  et  etiam  quia  eligerunt 
pauperiores  homines  ville  ad  veredictum  presentandum. 

Rot.  8  dorso. 

Trvn.,  14  Beg.  Johannis. 

Series. 

Abbas  Abendonensis  summonitus  ad  ostendendum  P.  856. 
quod  jus  ipse  habet  in  feria  de  Salingeford'  quam 
comes  Albemarl'  dicit  esse  ad  nocumentum  ferie  sue 
de  Waneting'  quam  habet  ex  done  regis,  etc.,  dicit 
quod  ibi  nullam  habet  feriam,  set  dicit  quod  ibi  habetur 
quedam  congregatio  que  appellatur  '*  vigilia,'*  que  fuit 
ibi  a  conquestu  Anglie,  et  undo  abbatia  de  Abendon' 
semper  fuit  seisita,  etc.  sine  tolneto  vel  alia  con- 
suetudine  capienda  per  abbatem  vel  per  sues ;  ita  quod 
ipse  abbas  inde  fuit  seisitus  postquam  factus  fuit  abbas 
usque  ad  tempus  quando  comes  primo  habnit  feriam 
suam  que  impedivit  illam  congregationem,  sed  tamen 
ibi  semper  vendebatur  et  emebatur,  etc.  Et  abbas  de 
Bello  Loco  dicit  per  quern  dam  ballivum  suum  quod 
ipse  habot  quandam  consuetudinem  ad  vigiliam  illam, 
scilicet  de  sale  qui  venit  illuc  ex  dono  domini  regis,  et 
non  ponit  se  in  placito  eorum. — Rot.  1  dorso. 

Pladta  coram  domino  Rege  apud  Westmonasterium. 
Mich.,  25  Hm.  III.    Bot.  27. 


Hereford.  Ricardus  Moniword,  Walterus  le  Wanter,  P.  118. 
&c.  summoniti  fiieruut  ad  respondendum  P.  Here- 
fordensi  Episcopi,  quare  in  domibus  suis  in  Hereford 
vendiderunt,  res  et  merchandisas  suas  durantibus  nun- 
dinis  ipsius  Episcopi  in  eadem  villa  contra  libertates 
eidem  episcopo  concessas  de  predictis  nundinis  per  cartas 
predecessorum  Domini  Regis  Regum  Anglie  et  cartam 
ipsius  Domini  Regis  :  unde  idem  Episcopus  dicit  quod  cum 
ipse  habeat  nundinas  predictas,  etc.,  et  certus  locus  sit 
provisus  ubi  omnes  mercatores  debent  convenire  cum 
merchandisis  suis,  et  ibidem  merchandisas  suas  emere 
et  vendere,  predict!  Ricardus  Moniword  et  alii  lanas  corea 
et  alias  merchandisas  vendiderunt  in  domibus  suis  duranti- 
bus predictis  nundinis  contra  predictas  libertates :  unde 
dicit  quod  dampnum  habet  ad  valenciara  xl.  librarum  ut 
in  stallagiis  pesagiis  theoloneis  et  aliis  commodis  que 
possent  sibi  accedere  si  cum  aliis  mercatoribus  in  predicto 
loco  ad  nundinas  tenendas  proviso  merchandisas  suas 
vendidissent :  Et  inde  producit  sectam. 

Et  Ricardus  Moniword  et  omnes  alii  veniunt,  etc.  et 
bene  cognoscunt  quod  predicte  nundine  et  omnia  com- 
moda  inde  provenientia  sunt  predict!  Episcopi,  etc.  ita 
Guod  vigilia  Sti.  Alberti  quando  predicte  nundine  incipiunt 
debent  ballivi  predict!  Episcopi  venire  ad  ballivos  civitatis 
Hereford  et  accipere  ab  eis  omnem  curam  et  custodiam  ( 
ejusdem  civitatis,  et  ita  quod  ipsi  habeant  omnia  attachia- 
menta  et  potestatem  omnium  merchandisarum  tam  in 
domibus  quam  extra  et  ad  ballivos  Episcopi  venient  omnes 
querele  omnimodorum  forisffiictorum  et  ipsi  facient  justiciam  t 
omnibus  querentibus  et  recipient  inde  amerciamenta  du-  ' 
rantibus  predictis  nundinis ;  set  dicunt  quod  ipsi  et  alii 
pares  sui  de  eadem  civitate  debent  et  semper  ab  antique 
tempore  soliti  fuerunt,  eciam  quando  nundine  fuerunt  in 
manu  domini  Regis,  vendere  nundinas  suas  et  maxime 
lanas  suas  in  domibus  suis,  et  cum  eas  vendiderunt  debent 
adducere  ballivos  Episcopi  ad  recipiendum  inde  pesagium 
theolonium  et  alias  consuetudines  que  inde  accidere  debent 
predicto  Episcopo,  ita  quod  per  noc  cjuod  vendunt  mer- 
chandisas suas  in  domibus  suis  nichil  decressere  debet 
predicto  Episcopo.  Et  petunt  quod  possint  uti  consuetu- 
dine  ista,  sicut  semper  ea  uti  soliti  fuerunt,  et  bene 
dicunt  quod  nisi  possint  uti  ista  consuetudine  non 
poterunt  sustinere  honera  civitatis : 

Et  Episcopus  dicit  quod  ipse  habet  predictas  nundinas, 
etc.,  et  si  predict!  Ricardus  et  alii  pares  sui  de  Hereford, 
possint  vendere  lanas  et   alias  merchandisas  in   domibus 
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suis,  sic  possent  ipsi  quociens  eis  placeret  concelare  el 
pesagia  sua  theolonia  et  alia  oommoda  que  ei  aoddere 
deberent.  Preterea  extranei  mercatores  possent  tradere 
eis  merchandisas  suas  ad  vendeDdum  in  domibus  suis  ut 
suas  proprias,  et  sic  perderet  ipse  £piscopus  stallaipa  sua, 
et  preterea  possent  ei  concelare  pesagia  et  alias  con- 
suetudines  suas  si  eis  placeret  et  sic  possent  libertates 
ei  concesse,  &c.  per  consuetudinem  predictam  effeci  eidem 
Episcopo  omnino  inutiles.  Et  petit  judicium  desicut  omnes 
mercatores    conveniunt  cum  merchandisis    suis    in    loco 

Sroviso  ad  nundinas  tenendas  et  eciam  mercatores  Lon- 
onie,  qui  liberiores  sunt  aliis  mercatoribus,  et  ipsi  nullum 
warrantum  ostendunt  per  quod  ipsi  niagis  quam  alii 
debeant  merchandisas  suas  vendere  alibi  quam  in  loco 
ubi  alii  mercatores  merchandisas  suas  vendunt.  Et  C[uia 
Episcopus  dicit  quod  cum  ballivi  sui  durantibus  predictis 
nundinis  venissent  ad  domos  suas  et  petissent  ab  eis 
theolonium  pesagium  et  alias  consuetudines  de  merchan- 
disis in  domibus  suis  venditis,  ipsi  minati  fuerunt  baUivos 
suos  quod  ipsos  verberarent  si  domos  suas  intrarent  et  inde 
producit  sectam,  &c.  Et  ipsi  hoc  defendunt  versus  eum 
et  sectam  suam : 

Ideo  coiisideratum  est  quod  sint  inde  ad  le^em,  quilibet 
eorum  se  xii.  manu.  Et  venit  lex  a  die  Sti.  Johannis,  etc 
Postea  venit  Ric.  Moniword  et  onines  alii  et  fecerunt  legem 
suam  sicut  consideratum  fuit,  et  ideo  omnes  inde  quieti  et 
Episcopus  versus  quemlibet  in  misericordia.  Dies  oatus  est 
eis  de  audiendo  judicio  suo  in  Octabis,  &c.,  et  aliis  cjusdem 
viUe.  Rot.  27. 

PlacUa  coram  W,  Ehor*  Archiepo*  et  oovuiUo  domini  Regis 
apud  Westm.  anno  regni  R,  Henrioi  illL]  movi** 
indpiente  xxvU^, 

Sv/rrey. 

Radulfus  Dayres  qui  sequitur  pro  Bego  optulit  ee 
versuB  ballivos  do  Kingestun'  de  placito  qnare  contra 
.libertates  concessas  episcopis  London'  exigunt  ab 
hominiims  ejuBdem  episcopatus  theolonium  ac  alias 
couBuetudinoB  quae  facere  non  debent  nee  oonsue- 
verunt.— Rot.  13,  vide  Rot.  17,  and  Rot.  20. 

Ballivi  de  Kingestun  attachiati  fuerunt  ad  responden- 
dum domino  Regi  de  placito  quare  exigunt  teolonium  et 
alias  consuetudines  ao  hominibus  episcopatus  London' 
qui  est  in  manu  domini  Reels  contra  libertates  concessas 
opiscopis  London'  et  quod  cum  homines  de  Fuleham 
solebant  venire  ad  mercatum  de  Kingestun  ad  emendimi 
et  vendendum  libere  et  sine  theolonio,  predicti  ballivi 
capiunt  ab  eis  theolonium,  etc. 

fit  ballivi  defendunt  quod  nullum  theoloneum  nee 
alias  consuetudines  capiunt  quam  facere  debent  et 
concedunt  quod  homines  predicti  episcopatus  quieti 
sint  de  theloneo  de  omnibus  que  emunt  ad  opus  suum, 
sed  non  de  eis  que  emunt  ad  mercandisas  suas. 

Et  Radulfus  Dayres  qui  sequitur  pro  Rege  dicit 
quod  omnes  homines  predicti  episcopatus  tam  merca- 
tores quam  alii  debent  esse  (}uieti  de  omni  theolonio. 

Et  ideo  preceptum  est  vieeoomiti  ad  inquirendum, 
eto.—Rot.  17. 

Wygom\ 

Ballivi  Wygomenses  summoniti  fuerunt  ad  respon- 
dendum abbati  de  Abbendun'  de  placito  qnare  ceperunt 
theolonium  in  villa  Wygom'  de  hominibus  ipsius  abbatis 
contra  libertates  quas  abbas  habuit  per  cartas  suas. 
Et  ballivi  defendunt  ot  dicunt  quod  carte  ille  non 
debent  ei  valere,  eo  quod  semper  haouerunt  theolonium 
de  omnibus  hominibus  ipsi  as  abbatis  quando  aliquid 
emerent  vel  venderent  in  predicta  villa  sive  esset  ad 
opus  ipsius  abbatis,  etc.  sive  ad  usus  suos  proprios, 
etc. — Rot.  17  dorso. 

jPlacita  coram  Consildo  D*ni  Regie  in  Octabis  8a/ncU 
HyllarU,  a**  fl5axwmt°.  [JTenr.  HI.'] 


Ricardus  comes  Cornubie  per  attomatum  suum,  &c. 
versus  Rogerum  comitem  Norffolk  de  placito  quare  levavit 
quoddam  mercatum  ad  manerium  suum  de  Cestreford  ad 
nocumentum  liberi  mercati  predicti  comitis  Ricardi  de 
Neuport :  Kt  comes  Rogerus  non  venit,  &c.  Et  attachiatus 
fuit  per  Robertum  prepositvm  de  Cestreford  &  Willielmum 
de  Cestreford :  Ideo  ponitur  per  meliores  plegios  quod 
sit,  &c.  a  die,  &c.  Rot.  S  dorso. 

Kwnc\ 

Ricardus  filius  Ivonis  et  Johannes  filius  Symonis 
aldermani  ville  de  Faveresham  et  tota  oommunitas 
dicte  ville  veniunt  et  ponuut  se  in  misericordia  domini 
abbatis  de  Faveresham  et  ejusdem  loci  conventus  propter 
transgressiones  quas  eis  fecerunt,  etc.     .    .     . 


Et  quia  alias  inter  prediotos  oontentio  orta  fdit,  .  .  . 
judicium  recognoscunt,  oujos  verba  sunt  hec :  H.  del 
gratia,  Yioecomiti  Kanae,  &o.  Solas  quod  oonTictum 
est  in  curia  nostra  apud  Westmonasterium  coram 
v^erabili  patre  in  Ohristo  Eboraoensi  arohiepiscopo  et 
aliis  de  consilio  nostro  quod,  etc. 

(Then  follow  various  findings  as  to  the  customs.) 

Si  qui  8  vero  captus  fuerit  qui  non  tenuerit  assisam 
panis  judicium  suum  recipiet  in  curia  abbatis  et  faciei 
ibidem  indeemendas  per  judicium  hominum  de  Faveres- 
ham. Et  si  quis  non  tenuerit  assisam  eervisie  debet 
judicari  et  emendas  facere  tam  per  judicium  hundredi 
quam  per  judicium  dictorum  hominum  de  Faveresham. 
Omnes  etiam  ballivi  ejusdem  ville  scilicet  senesoallns 
bedellus  et  thelonarius  debent  fieri  per  abbatem; 
aldermannus  vero  qui  pro  tempore  erit  aebet  eligi  per 
predictam  villatam  et  presentari  abbati  predioto  debet 
et  si  idoneus  fuerit  predictus  abbas  ilium  recipiet :  et 
alias  non  admittetur.  Omnes  etiam  mercatores  de 
eadem  villa  qui  non  tenent  de  abbate  in  capite  debent 
dare  theolonium  plus  vel  minus  secundum  saam  mer- 
candisam  et  de  omnibus  merc/andisis  suis.  Quedam 
vero  Braciatrices  debent  dare  Gavelsester,  quedun  vero 
non.     .     .     . 

De  quacunque  etiam  mercandisa  que  in  villa  venerit 
per  mare  vel  per  terram  abbas  semper  habet  et  habere 
solet  primam  empcionem  sicut  dominus  Rex  iUam 
habuit  tempore  quo  abbacia  ilia  fundata  fuit.  Omnes 
etiam  querimonie  et  omnia  attaehiamenta  in  nundinis 
in  villa  in  mercato  et  alibi  ubicunque  fuerint  infra 
predictum  manerium  pertinent  ad  abbatem  et  ballivos 
suos.  Omnes  etiam  ae  foro  et  omne  dominicum  in 
terris  et  in  aquis  in  strando  in  viis  et  de  plaoitis  eorum 
in  villa  de  Faveresham  pertinet  ad  abbatem.  Et  omnia 
placita  et  emende  sive  smt  de  hominibus  de  Faveresham 
sive  sint  de  mercatoribus  forinsecis  qui  ibi  venerint 
semper  fuerunt  ipsius  abbatis  et  omnes  abbates  ilia 
habuerunt  a  fundacione  abbacie,  undo  si  aliquis  mercator 
vel  aliquis  extraneus  ibidem  venerit  et  fecerit  queri- 
moniam  de  aliquo  de  villa,  si  ibidem  moram  din 
facere  non  nossit,  statim  fiet  ei  emenda  in  curia 
abbatis  per  discrccionem  xii.  hominum  de  villa.«-  Si 
aliquis  vero  transgressus  fuerit  versus  aliquos  mari- 
narios,  debet  ei  fieri  emenda  infra  tercium  retractum 
aque.  Undo  similiter  consideratum  fuit  in  eadem 
curia  nostra  quod  predictus  abbas  recuperet  seisinam 
suam  de  omnibus  cousuetudinibus  et  serviciis  suis 
predictis  et  quinquaginta  marcis  de  dampnis  suis.  Et 
ideo  tibi  precipimus  quod,  etc.    Rot.  7. 

Assise,  etc,  coram  JET.  le  Bygod  Justiciario  AngUe,  etc, 
an/no  sdiii^, 

8uU\ 

Ballivi  et  burgenses  Suthampton  queruntur  de  p.i476. 
G^rardo  la  Grue  senescallo  electo  Winton,  et  Nicholao 
Hachard,  et  Grermano  de  Wautham  quod  cum  ipsi 
habere  debeant  tronagium  et  pesagium  in  villa  Suui- 
ampton  tempore  nundinarum  Sti.  Egidii,  predicti 
G^rardus  et  alii  in  crastino  exaltaoionis  Ste.  Crucis,  etc. 
venerunt  ad  villam  Suthampton  et  ibidem  ceperunt 
unum  saccum  lane  etc.,  eo  quod  ipsi  aliquam  mer- 
chandisam  tempore  nundinarum  fecerunt  m  predicta 
villa,  etc.  Et  G^rardus  et  omnes  alii  venerunt,  etc. 
Et  bene  defundunt  quod  ipsi  non  ceperunt  predicta 
catalla:  immo  dicunt  quoa  predicti  oallivi  tempore 
nundinarum  Sti.  E^dii  tenuerunt  forum  et  merchandi- 
sas suas  fecerunt  m  villa  Suthampton :  ita  c^uod  ipsi 
accesserunt  ad  curiam  domini  Regis  et  ab  ipso  im- 
petraverunt  quoddam  breve  directum  vicecomiti  partium 
istarum  scilicet  Henrico  de  Ferleg^  quod  ipse  amoveret 
burgenses  predicti  burgi  cfuod  ipsi  nullum  mercatum 
tenerent  durantibus  nundmis  Sti.  Egidii.  Et  si  non 
cesserent  quod  ipse  illos  distringeret. 

Et  quod  ita  sit,  ponit  se  super  patriam,  et  ballivi  et 
burgenses  similiter.  Et  juratores  de  consensu  partium 
electi  dicunt  super  sacramentum  suum,  etc.  predicti 
G^rardus  et  alii  inde  sine  die  et  villa  de  Suthampton  in 
misericordia  pro  false  clamie. — ^Rot.  10,  in  dorso, 

Inquisioio  facta  de  purpresturis  factis  super  dominum   j^ha 
Regem  in  civitate  Winton*. 

Juratores  dicunt  super  sacramentum  suum  quod  cum 
a  tempore  a  quo  non  exstat  memoria  essent  tres  porte 
juxta  mercatum  Winton'  per  quas  homines  de  patria 
cum  carris  et  carectis  suis  venientes  iiitrare  solebant 
ad  mercatum  illud  et  pro  quolibet  carro  et  carecta  dare 
consueverunt  domino  Kegi  unum  obolu'm  de  theolonio, 
Et  similiter  quarta  porta  per  quam  homines  ad  pre- 
dictum mercatum  venientes  eques  et  pedes  solebant 
intrare  et  exire :   Prior  et  monachi  Sancti  Swithuni 
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Wintou' iKjBb  festum,  etc.  obBtruxerunt  duas  portas,  etc. 
et  eciam  terciain  portam,  etc.,  per  quod  dominas  Rex 
postea  amifiit  theotonium  suum  predictnm.  Et  hoc  ad 
nocomcntum  et  maximum  detrimentum  tociuB  patne 
ot  ad  exheredacionem  ipsiiw  domini  Regis,  etc.  Et 
quia  predicte  obstruccionea  ita  recenter  facte  fuerunt, 
etc.,  precoptum  fuit  vicecomiti  et  ballivis  Winton'  quod 
ad  custum  predicti  Prioris  et  per  visum  jnratorum, 
aperiri  faciant  predictas  ties  portas,  ita  quod  smt  in 
eodem  statu  in  quo  prius  fuerunt  etc.  Postea  venerunt 
predicti  vicecomes  efc  ballivi,  et  questi  fuerunt  quod 
cum  ibimitterent  adpredictumpreceptum  exequendum, 
venerunt  qaidam  monachi  ejusdem  prioratus  induti 
vestimentis  ecclesiasticis  cum  cereis  accensis,  et  quidam 
laici  de  familia  ipsorum  cum  eis  et  iidem  monachi 
omnes  qui  ibidem  ad  execucionem  predicti  precepti 
faciendam  venerunt  publico  excommunicavcrant. 

Et  ideo  preceptum  est  ballivis  ejusdem  civitatis  quod 
venire  faciant  in  crastino  omnes  vicinos  propinquiores 
per  quos,  etc.,  ad  inquirendum  inde  rei  veritatem,  etc. 
Qui  veniunt  et  dicunt  super  sacramentum  suum  quod 
Rogerus  le  Diablo  Johannes  de  Oxonia  sacrista  Walterus 
de  Oxonia,  hostillarius  Rogerus  de  Overton,  etc.  monachi 
ejusdem  prioratus,  venerunt  albis  induti  cum  s tolls  cruce 
candelabris  et  cereis  accensis  et  pecierunt  ab  ipsis  qui 
ibidem  missi  fuerant  ad  predictam  execucionem  facien- 
dam,  per  quem  et  ex  cujus  precepto  ipsi  ibidem 
accosaernnt  ad  transgression  em  iHam  faciendam  qui 
respnnderunt  quod  ex  precepto  justiciarii  et  ex  mis- 
siono  vicecomitis  et  ballivorom  ibidem  venerunt  ad 
predictas  portas  apericndas  et  iidem  monachi  ipsos 
Btatim  et  omnes  per  quo[rumJ  preceptum  et  missionem 
ibidem  venerunt  ad  hoc  faciendum  et  omnes  consen- 
cientes  illi  facto,  tam  commuuitatem  Win  ton*,  quam 
alios  ....  Dicunt  eciam  quod  quidam  do  familia 
ipsorum  monachorum  cum  ipsis  ibidem  scilicet  Henricus 
persona  occlcsie  in  c-y mi terio,  Galfridus  clericus,  etc.  et 
ipsi  cum  predicto  Rogero  le  Diable  hutesium  lovaverunt 
super  COS,  sed  dicunt  quod  idem  Rogerus  le  Diablo 
monachus  post  predictam  sentenciam  factam  hutesitim 
illud  magna  et  alta  voce  primo  levavit.  Et  ideo 
preceptum  est  vicecomiti  qnod  omnes  terras  et  omnia 
tenementa  Prioris  ct  ronventus  ejusdem  prioratus 
capiat  in  manum  domini  Regis.  Et  similiter  predictos 
Henricum  personam  et  alios  seculares  qui  predicte 
transgressioni  interfuerunt  sine  dilaciono  capiat  et  cos 
salvo,  etc.  quousquo,  &c.     Rot.  11. 

Placita  cwam  Bege  Mich,  a"  xUv°  inclptente  xlif 
[Hen.  III.} 

Suht\ 
Rogerus  Noel  et  Johannes  Foi-tin  ballivi  de  Suth- 
ampton  attachiati  fuerunt  ad  respondendum  burgensi- 
Ims  do  Bristolia  de  placito  quare  ipsos  compulorunt  ad 
dandum  theolouium  pro  mercimoniis  suis  iu  villa 
Suthampton  contra  libertates  quas  iidem  bur^jenses 
habent  per  cartas  Regum  Anglic  undo  predicti  bur- 
gonses  de  Bristollia  queruntur  quod  cum  ipsi  pro 
totam  terram  Anglie  Normanie  et  Wallie  cjuieti  esse 
debeant  de  theolonio  passagio  et  omnibus  aliis  consue- 
tudinibus  per  cartas  Henrici  Regis  Anglie  avi  domini 
Regis  in  hec  verba  *  *  Henricus  Rex  Anglie,  etc.  Sciatis 
**  me  concessisse  burgensibus  meis  de  Bristollia  quod 
**  quieti  sint  de  tboolonio  et  passagio  per  totam  terram 
**  meam  Anglie  Normannie  et  Walbe."  Et  predicti 
Rogerus  et  Johannes- per  vim  et  extorsionem  com- 
pulorunt quondam  Johannem  Gillebert  de  Bristolia  ad 
dandum  theolonium  et  injuste  extorserunt  ab  eo  viii. 
solidos.  Et  Rogerus  et  Johannes  veniunt  et  dicunt 
quod  hie  non  del^nt  inde  respondere,  quia  dicunt  quod 
dominus  Rex  qui  nunc  est  eis  concessit  per  car  tam 
suam  quod  non.  implacitentur  extra  burgum  suum. 
Et  proferunt  predictam  cartam  in  qua  continetur 
ai*ticulus  predictus.    Rot.  3. 

Hu7ited\ 

Abbas  de  Rameseia  attach iatus  fuit  ad  respondendum 
burgensibus  de  Huntingdon  do  placito  quaro  cum  ad 
ipsos  tam  tempore  nnndinarum  quam  extra  pertinent 
theolonium  in  villa  Sancti  Ivonis  predictus  abbas  per 
ballivos  suoB  impediri  facite  eosdem  burgenses  eo  quod 
ipsi  burgenses  theolonium  illud  capere  non  possint 
p.icut  debent  &  consueverunt.  Et  proferunt  cartam 
Domini  Regis  que  testatur  *'quod  idem  Dominus  Rex 
**  eis  concessit  &  confirinavit  quod  illi  in  perpetuum 
**  libere  capiant  totum  .theolonium  infra  villam  Sancti 
'*  Ivonis  &  extra  tam  tempore  nTmdinarum  quam  alio 
"  tempore  sicut  iidem  burgenses  illud  telonium  plenius 
**  perceperunt  antequam  Dominus  Rex  illud  cepisset 


*'  in  manum  suam."  Et  abbas  venit  &  dicit  quod  pre- 
dicti burgenses  non  debent  capere  theolonium  toto 
tempore  predictarum  nundinarum  cjuia  idem  abbas 
prima  septimana  predictarum  nundinarum  percipere 
debet  totum  theolonum  per  cartam  Domini  Regis.  Et 
hoc  predicti  burgenses  non  possunt  dcdicere  consider- 
atum  est  quod  predictus  abbas  inde  sine  die  &  predicti 
burgenses  in  misericordia  pro  falso  clamio.  Rot.  9. 

Placita  coram  domino  Bege  in  Octahis  Sancti  Michaeli$ 
awno  regni  Begi^  Renrici  li'^  incipiente  lU^, 

Santa, 

Dominus  rex  per  Nicholaum  Martin  qui  sequitur  pro  P.  1636. 
eo  optulit  se  versus  abbatissam  de  Wherewell  de  placito 
quare  levavit  quoddam  mercatum  apud  manerium 
suum  de  Wherewell  ad  nocumentum  liberi  mercati 
domini  Regis  de  Basingestok :  et  abbatissa  non  venit : 
judicium  attachiata  quod  sit,  etc. — Rot.  17. 

Trvii.,  12  Edward  I. 

Hereford, 

Juratores  dicunt  quod  feria  do  Lejmyenistr*  levata  P.2W6. 
per  abbatem  do  Rodioge  in  vigilia  S.  Micbaelis  ot 
per  iii.  dies  sequentes  est  ad  nocumentum  ferie  domini 
regis  de  Hereford'  que  est  in  fcsto  S.  Dionisii.  Ideo 
predicta  feria  de  Leymenistr'  penitus  quassetur,  etc. — 
Rot.  5. 

Mich,,  17-18  Edw.  I. 

Norfolk, 

Willielmus  Belet  implacitat  Willielmum  Rachith  P-220. 
et  vii.  alios  pro  prostrationo  pillorii  sui  apnd  Geyton, 
ubi  dominus  rex  Henricus,  pater,  &c.,  ei  concessit 
mercatum  singulis  septimanis  per  diem  Mercurii  & 
feriam  per  iii.  dies  in  festo  S.  Grogorii  singulis  annis. 
Misericordia.  [Idem  plenius  termino  Pasche,  anno 
18  Edw.  I.,  Rotulo  3.]     Rot.  14. 

FascJiOj  anno  vices  lino  secundo  Edto,  I, 

Suffolk. 

Ivo  de  Kenedon  Petrus  filius  ejus  ot  iili.  alii  eo  quod  P.  235. 
irapediverunt  Ermetrudam  de  Saukcville  Johunnam  que 
fuit  uxor  Ade  de  Gokefeld  ct  Rogerum  de  Aspehale  uti 
mercato  suo  in  aliquo  loco  infra  manerium  suum  de 
Debeham  ubi  illis  placuerit,  solvunt  dainpna  xl.  solidos. 
£t  predictus  Ivo  committitur  marescallo  et  alii  capiantur. 

Rot.  11. 

Assise  THnitatis  anno  xxvi.  Edwardi  I.,  apud 
Ehoracum. 

Burgenses  Lenne  implacitant  burgenses  Ooleccstrie   P.  2336. 
pro  capcione  teolonii  de  ipsis  super  quo  ballivi  Cole- 
cestrie  petunt  liberatcm  suam,  etc. — Rot.  22. 

(Idem  in  Michaelis  sequcntia. — Rot  35.) 

Assise  capte  termino  Trinitatis  anno  xwasf*  Ed.  I. 

Wilts. 

Episcopus  Sarum  implacitatur  per  regem  quod  P.  210. 
levavit  mercatum  in  Remmesbyra  ad  nocumentum  liberi 
mercati  Regis  in  Marleberge.  Episcopus  profert  cartam 
Regis  Henrici  de  libertatibus  ecclesie  sue  concessis, 
inter  quas  de  mercato  ibidem  per  diem  Martis,  modo 
non  sit  ad  nocumentum  vicinorum  mercatorum :  datum 
apud  Westmonasterium  anno  xi.  regni  sui. — Rot.  28. 

Assise  HiUarii  anno  jmrpi"  Ed.  I.  apud  WestTnonasteriwn 
coram  rege, 

Leic. 

Abbas   de  Croxtone   recuperat  versus  Rogerum  de   P.  24k8. 
Saule  et  vi.  alios  dampnum  y.  librarum,  eo  quod  non 
solveruut  theolonea  in  feria  ipsins  abbatis  in  villa  sua 
de  Waltham.— Rot.  65. 

Trin.,  35  Edw.  J.,  apud  Westmonasterium, 

London. 

Dominus  rex  constituit  inter  ceteros  articulos,  quos  P.  st'i. 
per  cartam  suam  pro  sc  et  heredibus  suis  concessit 
mercatoribus  extraneis  et  alionigenis,  &c.,  quod  in 
qualibet  villa  mercatoria  et  teria  infra  regnum, 
pondus  regis  in  certo  loco  ponatur  et  ante  ponde- 
rationem  statera  in  presentia  emptoris  et  venditoris 
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vacna  vidoatur;  et  quod  brachia  ejusdem  statere  sunt 
equalia;  et  extanc  ponderator  ponderefc  in  equali;  et 
cam  statera  posucrit  in  cqaali,  amoveat  manus  soas, 
ita  quod  romanoat  in  eqoali ;,  et  precepit  idem  rex 
ordinacioncm  predictam  in  omnibas  inviolabiliter 
observari,  Ac.  Tamen  major  et  cives  Londonenses 
oandem  conatitationem  noluerant  observare  eo  quod 
modus  ponderandi  averiaponderis  ad  civitatam  London' 
venientia  a  tempore  quo  noii  exstat  memoria,  talis 
extitit  et  adhno  existit,  quod  statera  semper  trsdiit  ad 
meliorem,  hoc  est,  versus  rem  emptam ;  et  eodem 
modo  venduntur  dicta  averia  archiepiscopis  episcopis 
comitibas,  &c.  Et  ista  consuetudine  et  modo  ponder- 
andi antecessores  sui  usi  fuerant,  &c.  Set  mercatores 
extranei  et  alienigensB  petunt  quod  mercimonia  pon- 
derentur  secundum  tenorem  carte  regis.  Ideo  merca- 
tores pondorent  de  oetero  in  forma  predicta,  et  dictum 
est  prcfatis  major i  et  vicecomiti  qnod  ordinationem 
predictam  eisdem  mercatoribus  de  cetero  faciant  in 
omnibus  observari ;  et  ad  judicium  versus  ipsos,  &c. — 
Bot.  61. 


PlaoUa  coram  Bege,  tjr.,  Mich.y  2**  Edw.  II, 

Sussex. 

Juratores  dicunt  qnod  Nicholas  ballivus  Willelrai  do 
Brewoso  jier  preceptura  predicti  Willehni  inhibuit 
hominibus  suis  do  Shorham  ne  Roberto  Agillun  aut 
suis  victual ia  venderenfc  aut  ipsos  ad  aliquas  empciones 
vel  vendiciones  admitterout  in  predicta  villa.  Idco 
WiUelmus  in  misericordia,  ct  Boboi-tns  recuperet  damp- 
num  i.  marcam.  Eot.  7. 


PlacUa  coram  Domino  Bege  apud  WesinuytuMterivm  dtf 
temvino  Sti.  TrinitatiSf  a**  Edw,  II,  8". 

Kcmc.,  Sussex,  Surrey. 
Quia  ballivus  Domini  Regis  distringit  unum  baronum. 
Quinque  Porfcuum  apud  Suthwerk  capiendo  de  quolibet 
dossero  alecis  unum  alec'  et  de  quolibet  dossero  makerelli 
unum  makerdlum  pro  theolonio,  Dominus  Rex  illi  inhibuit 
per  breve  suum  dictos  barunes  pro  theolonio  distringere  eo 
quod  dicti  barones  per  cartas  suas  immunes  sunt  per 
iotam  Angliam  a  prestatione  theolonii.  Et  sic  judicium 
redditum  hie  per  curiam  pro  baronibus  et  ballivus  in 
misericordia.  Rot.  63. 

Flacita  coram  Domino  Eege  apud  Westmonasterium  de 
termino  Sancte  Trini,  anno  regni  Edwardi  [IL] 
decimo  septimo, 

London, 
xviij.  carnifices  de  Estcheap  implacitant  Goscelinum 
Le  Serjant  minis trum  et  Armarium  vicjeoomitnm 
Londomi  de  theolonio  bladi  et  puletarum  in  dicta 
civitate  capiendo,  pro  eo  quod  ipse  auctoritato  sua 
propria  colore  officii  sui  per  extorcionem  et  gravem 
districcionem  cepit  de  quolibet  eorum  annuatim  duos 
solidos  pro  shopis  eorum,  etc.  Ipse  dicit  quod  illos 
cepit  ut  pertinentes  ad  firmam  vicecomitum,  sicut  alii 
firmarii  colligere  consueverunt  a  quolibet  carnifice 
volente  habere  stallum  suum  extra  aomum  suam  pro 
camibus  superponendis  et  vendendis  a  tempore  Regis 
Jobannis.  Et  per  juratam  compertum  est  quod  ipse 
Goscelinus    non    collegit  dictos   denarios    prime,   set 

2 nod  collect!  fuerunt  pluscjuam  xxiv.  annos  preterites, 
deb  prediotusGroscelinus  sine  die,  et  prodicti  carnifices 
sint  in  misericordia. — Rot.  133. 


P.  an. 


P.  34, 


IX. 


Abbreviatio  Placitordm. 

Extracts.    Translations. 

Pleas  of  Michaelmas  Term,  4  John, 

Suffolk, 

p.  35.  The  jurors  say  that  the  market  of  the  bishop  and 

monks  of  Ely  at  Lakengehay  is  to  the  nuisance  of  the 
market  of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Edmund  in  the  town  of  Bury. 

(Roll  6d,) 

Pleas  taken  cU  Bedford  duniig  the  three  weeks  following 
Michaelmas  Day,  before  Sitnon  de  Pateshidl  and  E, 
de  FoMkenherg  and  their  fellows,  in  the  fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  John, 

The  Hundred  of  Flitte. 

P.  8S  b.  The  market  of  Luton  has  been  changed  from  Sunday 

to  Monday,  and  the  market  belongs  to  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle,  and  therefore  let  him  be  in  mercy,  and  lot 
the  market  be  on  Monday.  (Roll  5.) 

The  Hundred  of  Wendelawe. 

The  market  of  Potton  hai  been  changed  from  Sunday 
....  And  the  market  belongs  to  Earl  David;  and 
therefore  let  the  vill  be  in  mercy,  and  let  the  market 
be  held  on  Saturday.  (Roll  5d,) 

Assizes,  §'c,  i  John, 

Hundred  of  Corby. 

P.  41.  The  jurors  say  that  the  market  of  Ro well  has  been 

changed  from  Sunday  to  Saturday,  and  the  market 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Clare.  Therefore  ho  is  in  mercy, 
and  the  vill  likewise  ;  and  let  the  market  be  on  Monday. 

(Rolll.) 

The  market  of  Bury  has  been  changed  from  Sunday 
to  Saturday,  and  it  belongs  t )  the  Abbot  of  Bury. 

(Roll  2.) 

Hundred  of  Hecham, 

P.  41.  The  jurors  say  that  Geoffrey  Cardun  hai  levied  new 

customs,  otherwise  than  as  he  ought  and  as  was  accus- 
tomed, to  wit,  by  taking  of  every  cart  passing  through 


his  land  in  Winwyk  with  eels,  a  stick  of  eels ;  and  of 
every  cart  of  mullet,  one  mullet ;  and  of  every  cart  of 
salmon,  half  a  salmon ;  and  of  every  cart  of  herring, 
five  herring.  Whereas  ho  ought  not  to  take  any  custom 
of  anything,  except  of  salt  passing  through  his  land, 
that  is  to  say,  one  boll  of  salt  from  each  cart,  and  then 
the  saltman  ought  to  have  a  loaf  for  his  salt;  and 
besides,  if  the  saltman 's  cartload  was  made  up  without 
any  complaint,  the  saltman's  horses  ought  to  have 
pasture  m  the  laud  of  the  said  G-eoffrey  while  he 
makes  ready  his  cart.  And  Geoffrey  comes  and 
acknowledges  that  he  takes  the  customs  aforesaid,  and 
says  that  he  ought  to  take  them,  because  he  and  his 
ancestors  have  taken  from  since  the  Conquest  of 
England,  &c.  (Roll  2.) 


Assizes  and  Pleas  of  the  Grown, 
Essoins  taken  at  Lichfield  in  the  fifth  year  of  King  John, 


The  market  of  Lichfield  has  been  changed  from 
Sunday  to  Friday,  and  therefore  the  vill  is  in  mercy. 

The  market  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme  has  likewise 
been  changed  from  Sunday  to  Saturday,  therefore  [tho 
town  is]  in  mercy.  (Roll  2.) 

Hundred  of  Seisdon, 

The  market  of  Wolverhampton  has  been  changed 
from  Sunday  to  Wednesday,  and  therefore  tho  vill  is  in 
mercy.  (Roll  2d,) 

Town  of  Stafford. 

The  jurors  say  that  the  assizes  of  cloth  are  not  kept, 
and  therefore  the  vill  is  [in  mercy],  (Roll  3.) 

Tumworth. 

The  jurors  of  Offelaw  Hundred  say  that  the  bailiffs 
of  Tamworth  have  taken  toll  of  knights  of  the  c<iunty 
of  Stafford,  as  of  oxen  and  other  cattle,  unjustly,  and 
the  men  of  Lichfield  complain  in  like  manner  that 
they  have  taken  toll  of  them  also  uigustly,  and 
especially  within  the  county  of  Stafford.  Aiid  tho 
bailiffs  reply  that  they  have   not  taken   anything  of 


P.  43. 


P.  43. 
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knights  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  beoanse  they 
cannot  gainsay  the  jnrors,  the  bailiffs  are  in  mercy. 

As  to  the  men  of  Lichfield,  they  say  that  they  onght 
to  have,  and  have  had  from  the  time  of  King  Henry, 
toll  of  all  of  them,  and  especially  of  merchants  as  well 
within  the  county  of  Statford  as  within  the  county  of 
Warwick,  &c.  And  the  county  records  that  the  men 
of  Lichfield  did  not  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  give  toll 
in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  therefore  the  bailiffs  are 
in  mercy.  (^^^^  ^•) 


Borough  of  Tuibury. 

They  say  that  the  market  of  Tutbury  has  been 
changed  to  another  day,  and  the  assise  of  cloth  there  is 
not  kept.  (Rolls.) 

Pleas  of  King  John  of  wftcertoA/a  date. 

Fleas  of  the  Orovm  tn  the  County  of  Lincoln. 

Wapentake  of  Kandelesho. 

P.  71.  In  the  vill  of  Wainfleet  [it  is  found  that]  the  market 

is  attended  on  a  day  other  than  the  accustomed  day, 
and  that  the  Prior  of  Kyme  is  the  lord  of  the  vill  and 
market,  and  it  is  allowed  on  the  part  of  the  King  by 
his  justices  that  the  said  market  may  be  on  Tuesday, 
so  that  it  be  not  to  the  damage  of  neighbouring 
markets.  (Roll  1-) 

Wapentake  of  Bolingbroke. 

p  -1^  The  market  of  Bolingbroke  is  held  on  another  day 

than  the  accustomed  day,  and  that  market  belongs  to 
the  Earl  of  Chester.  By  [the  King's]  license  let  them 
have  their  market  on  Friday.  The  vill  of  Bolingbroke 
is  in  mercy  for  half  a  mark,  and  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  the  vill  is  small  and  is  almost  wholly  the  demesne 
oftheEarL  (Roll  2.) 

Wapentake  of  Maule. 

The  market  of  Burton  is  changed  ft^m  Sunday  to 
Tuesday.  One  moiety  of  the  market  belongs  to  the 
Count  of  Bolonia,  a  fourth  part  belongs  to  Richard 
Wascelinus,  and  a  fourth  to  Richard  de  Cestere.  And 
he  has  made  a  fine  [for  the  King's  licence]  in  one  mark, 
etc.  (Boll  Zd.) 


Wapentake  of  Belteslawe. 

The  market  of  Edenham  is  wont  to  be  held  on  Sun- 
day and  now  it  is  held  on  Monday,  and  Nicholas  de 
Stutevill  is  lord  of  the  vill ;  and  let  the  market  be  on 
Monday.  (Roll  4.) 

Wapentake  of  Lonedon. 

The  market  of  Lafford  has  been  changed  from 
Sunday  to  Thursday.     Let  the  market  be  on  Thursday. 

(Roll  5 

HoiUmd.    HeUog  Wapentake. 

There  was  an  ancient  market  at  Fleet  on  Sunday 
and  now  it  is  transferred  to  Getenay,  a  vill  of  Fulke 
de  Oiri,  where  there  never  was  any  market  before; 
and  Fulke  pays  one  mark  for  leave  to  have  the  market 
as  it  now  is  till  one  month  after  the  feast  of  St. 
Michael. 


P.  72. 


Wanting,  which  he  has  of  the  gift  of  the  King,  says 
that  he  has  there  no  fair,  but  he  says  that  there  is 
held  there  a  certain  gathering  which  is  called  a 
**wake,"  which  was  there  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest of  England,  and  whereof  the  Abbey  of  Abingdon 
was  ever  seised,  <fec.  without  toll  or  any  other  custom 
to  be  taken  by  the  abbot  or  by  his  men ;  and  so  that  the 
said  abbot  was  seised  thereof  from  the  time  when  he 
was  made  abbot  until  the  time  when  the  earl  had  his 
fair,  which  fair  obstructed  the  said  gathering :  ^et 
nevertheless  there  was  always  selling  and  buying 
there,  Ac.  And  the  Abbot  of  Beaulieu  says,  by  a 
certain  bailiff  for  him,  that  he  has  of  the  gift  of  the 
Lord  King,  at  that  wake  a  certain  custom,  to  wit,  of 
the  salt  which  comes  to  it,  and  he  does  not  join  himself 
in  their  plea.  (Roll  Id.) 


Lincolnshire  Amercements. 

Borough  of  Stamford. 

Of  the  borough  of  Stamford  for  a  foolish  present- 
ment and  for  the  changing  of  their  market  [to  another 
day]  20  marks,  and  also  because  tbev  chose  the  poorer 
men  of  the  town  to  present  their  verdict. 

Pleas  of  Trinity  Term,  14^  John. 

Berks. 

P.  8S.  ;_  The  Abbot  of  Abingdon,  being  summoned  to  show 

what  right  he  has  in  the  fair  of  Salingeford,  which 
Earl  Albemarle  says  is  to  the  damage  of  his  fair  of 


Pleas  before  the  King  at  Wesimmster. 
26  Henry  IIL 

Hereford. 


Mich., 


Richard  Moniword,  Walter  the  Wanter,  Ac,  were  p.  na. 
summoned  to  answer  the  Bishop  of  Hereford,  as  to 
why  they  sold  Iheir  wares  and  merchandise  in  their 
houses  in  Hereford  during  the  fair  of  the  said  bishop 
in  that  town,  contrary  to  the  franchises  of  the  said 
fair  granted  to  the  said  bishop  by  the  charters  of  the 
Eling's  predecessors  Kings  of  laigland,  and  by  the 
charter  of  the  Lord  King  nimself.  Wherefore  the  said 
bishop  says  that  whereas  he  has  the  said  fair,  &c.  and 
a  certain  place  is  provided  where  all  merchants  ought 
to  gather  with  their  merchandise,  and  there  buy  and  sell 
their  merchandise,  yet  the  said  Richard  Moniword  and 
others  have  sold  wool,  hide,  and  other  merchandise  in 
their  houses  during  the  said  fair,  contrary  to  the 
franchises  aforesaid.  Wherefore  he  says  that  he  suffers 
damage  to  the  value  of  401.  in  the  stallages,  pesages. 
tolls,  and  other  advantages  which  might  have  accrued 
to  him  if  they  had  sold  their  goods  in  the  place  pro- 
vided for  the  said  fair,  and  thereof  he  makes  his  suit, 

And  Richard  Moniword  and  all  the  others  come,  &c. 
and  they  acknowledge  that  the  said  fair  and  all  profits 
therefrom  arising  are  the  right  of  the  said  bishop,  &c., 
so  that  on  the  eve  of  St.  Albert  when  the  said  fair 
begins,  the  bailiffs  of  the  said  bishop  ought  to  come 
to  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of  Hereford  and  to  take  over 
from  them  the  whole  care  and  charge  of  that  city,  and 
to  have  all  attachments  and  power  over  all  merchandise 
as  well  in  houses  as  without,  and  that  all  plaints  of  all 
manner  of  forfeitures  are  to  come  before  tne  bailifffe  of 
the  said  bishop,  and  they  are  to  do  justice  to  all  com- 
plainants, and  are  to  receive  the  amercements  thereon 
during  the  said  fair.  But  they  say  that  they  and  other 
their  fellows  of  the  said  city  ought,  and  have  always  from 
ancient  times  been  accustomed,  even  when  the  fair  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  King,  to  sell  their  fair- 
goods,  and  especially  their  wool,  in  their  own  houses, 
and  when  they  have  sold  them  they  ought  to  bring  the 
bailiffs  of  the  bishop  to  receive  the  pesage  thereof,  and 
the  toll  and  other  customs  which  ought  to  accrue  there- 
from to  the  said  bishop,  so  that  the  fact  that  they  sell 
their  merchandise  in  their  houses  ought  to  be  no  loss 
to  the  said  bishop.  And  they  crave  the  right  to  use 
their  said  custom  as  they  have  always  been  wont  to 
use  it,  and  they  say  that  unless  they  may  use  that 
custom  they  will  not  be  able  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
their  city. 

And  the  bishop  says  that  he  has  the  said  fair,  &c., 
and  that  if  the  said  Richard  and  other  his  fellows  of 
Hereford  may  sell  their  wool  and  other  merchandise  in 
their  houses,  then  they  can  by  t^at  means  as  often  as 
they  please  conceal  from  him  his  pesages,  tolls,  and 
other  profits  which  onght  to  come  to  him ;  and,  more- 
over, stranger  merchants  will  be  able  to  hand  over  to 
them  their  merchandise  to  sell  in  their  houses  as  their 
own,  and  so  the  bishop  will  lose  his  stallages,  and  they 
also  may  further  conceal  from  him  his  pesages  and 
other  customs  if  they  please ;  and  thus  the  franchises 
granted  to  him,  &c.  may  by  the  said  custom  be  made 
wholly  useless  to  the  saia  bishop.  And  he  craves 
judgment,  because  all  the  merchiEuits  assemble  with 
their  wares  in  the  place  provided  for  holding  the  fair» 
including  even  the  merchants  of  London,  who  have 
greater  liberties  than  other  merchants,  and  because 
the  defendants  show  no  warrant  whereby  they,  more 
than  others,  ought  to  sell  their  merchanmse  elsewhere 
than  in  the  place  where  other  merchants  sell  their 
merchandise. 
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And  whereas  the  bishop  says  that  because  his  bailiffs 
during  the  said  fair  came  to  the  defendants'  houses  and 
demanded  of  them  their  toll,  pesage,  and  other  customs 
of  merchandise  sold  in  their  houses,  the  defendants 
threatened  his  bailiffs  that  they  would  beat  them  if 
they  entered  their  houses^  and  thereof  he  makes  his 
suit,  &c. 

And  whereas  they  defend  this  issue  against  him  and 
his  suit. 

Therefore  it  is  adjudged  that  they  wage  their  law 
therein,  each  with  twelve  men,  and  it  came  to  trial  on 
St.  John's  Day,  &o. 

Afterwards  came  R.  Moniword  and  all  the  others, 
and  made  their  law  as  was  adjudged ;  and  therefore  let 
them  all  go  free,  and  let  the  bishop  be  in  mercy  SiS 
against  each  of  them ;  and  a  day  was  given  to  them 
and  others  of  the  same  town  to  hear  judgment,  at  the 
octave,  Ac.  (Roll  27.) 


Pleas  he/ore  WQMam,  Archbishop  of  York,  cmd  the 
Cotmcil  of  the  Lord  King  cU  Weatmmeter.  26  ^  27 
Hen.  III. 

8v/rrey. 

P.  119  h.  Ralph  Dayres,  the  King's  attorney,  appeared  against 

the  bailiffs  of  Kingston,  on  a  plea  to  show  why,  con- 
trary to  the  franchises  granted  to  the  Bishops  of 
London,  they  exact  of  the  men  of  that  bishopric  toll 
and  other  customs,  which  they  neither  ought  nor  were 
accustomed  to  do,  &c.  (Roll  13,  see  Roll  17.) 

Sv/rrey. 

P.  120.  The  bailiffs  of  Bangston  were  attached  to  answer  the 

Lord  King  on  a  plea  to  show  why  they  exact  toll  and 
other  customs  of  the  men  of  the  bishopric  of  London, 
which  is  in  the  King's  hand,  against  the  franchises 
granted  to  the  Bishops  of  London ;  and  that  whereas 
the  men  of  Fulham  were  wont  to  come  to  Kingston 
market  to  buy  and  sell  freely,  and  without  paying  toll, 
the  said  bailiffs  take  toll  of  them,  &c. 

And  the  bailiffs  reply  that  they  take  no  tolls  or  other 
customs  save  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  they  admit  that 
the  men  of  the  said  bishopric  are  to  be  quit  of  toll  on 
all  things  which  they  buy  for  their  own  use,  but  not 
of  those  things  which  they  buy  for  merchandise. 

And  Ralph  Dayres,  as  the  King's  attorney,  says  that 
all  the  men  of  the  said  bishopric,  as  well  merchants  as 
others,  ought  to  be  free  of  all  toll. 

And  therefore  the  sheriff  is  ordered  to  inquire,  &o. 

(RoU  17.) 

Worcester, 
The  bailiffs  of  Worcester  were  summoned  to  answer 
the  Abbot  of  Abingdon  on  a  plea  to  show  why  they 
took  toll  in  the  town  of  Worcester  of  the  men  of  the 
said  abbot,  against  the  franchises  which  he  has  by  his 
charters.  And  the  bailiffs  defend  and  say  that  these 
charters  ought  not  to  avail  him,  because  they  have 
always  had  toll  of  all  the  abbot's  men  whenever  they 
bought  or  sold  anything  in  the  said  town,  whether  for 
the  use  of  the  said  abbot  or  for  their  own  proper 
uses,  Ac.  (Roll  V7d) 

Fleas  before  the  CounoU.    HUa/ry,  38°  H&n/ry  III. 
Essex. 

P.139.  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,   bv  his   attorney,   &c., 

against  Roger,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  of  a  plea  to  show  cause 
why  he  hath  erected  a  certain  market  at  his  manor  of 
Chesterford,  to  the  damage  of  the  free  market  of  the 
said  Earl  Richard  at  Newport.  And  Earl  Roger  doth 
not  appear,  Ac.  And  he  has  been  attached  by  Robert, 
the  reeve  of  Cestreford,  and  Wm.  of  Cestreford. 

Therefore  he  is  put  upon  better  bail  that  he  shall  be, 
Ac.  at  a  day,  Ac.  (Roll  hd,) 

Kent, 

P.  140.  Richard  son  of  Ivo  and  John  FitzSimon,  aldermen 

of  the  town  of  Faversham,  and  the  whole  commonalty 
of  the  said  town,  come  and  pat  themselves  in  the  mercy 
of  the  Lord  Abbot  of  Faversham  and  the  convent  of  that 
place  by  reason  of  the  transgressions  which  they  have 
committed  against  them,  Ac.     .     .     . 

And  whereas  elsewhere  a  strife  arose  between  the 
parties  aforesaid  .  •  .  They  acknowledge  the  judg- 
ment thereon  given  in  the  following  words : — 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  etc.  ...  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Kent,  etc.    Know  ye  that  it  was  found  in  our 


court  at  Westminster  before  the  venerable  father  in 
ChiTst,  the  Archbishop  of  York  and  others  of  our 
Council,  that    .     .     . 

If  any  is  taken  who  has  not  kept  the  assize  of  bread, 
he  shall  receive  his  punishment  in  the  abbot's  court, 
and  shall  pay  the  penalty  there  by  the  judgment  of  the 
men  of  Faversham.  And  if  any  has  not  knpt  the  assize 
of  beer  he  ought  to  be  j  udged  and  to  pay  the  penalty 
as  well  by  the  judpnent  of  the  hundred  as  by  the 
judgment  of  the  said  men  of  Faversham.  Moreover, 
all  the  bailiffs  of  the  said  town,  that  is  to  say,  the 
steward,  beadle,  and  tollman,  ought  to  be  appointed  by 
the  abbot ;  but  the  alderman  for  the  time  being  ought 
to  be  elected  by  the  said  town,  and  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  said  abbot,  and  if  he  be  a  fit  man,  the 
abbot  shall  receive  him ;  and  otherwise  he  shall  not  be 
admitted  to  office.  Moreover,  all  merchants  of  the  said 
town  who  do  not  hold  of  the  abbot  in  chief,  ought  to 
give  toll,  more  or  less  according  to  their  merchandise, 
and  that  of  all  their  wares.  And  certain  brewsters 
ought  to  pay  gavelsester,  but  others  not  .  .  .  And 
of  all  merchandise  which  comes  into  the  town  by  sea 
or  land,  the  abbot  always  has  and  is  wont  to  have  a 
preemption,  as  the  Lord  King  had  it  at  the  time  of  the 
foundation  of  the  abbey.  And  all  plaints  and  all 
attachmeuts  in  fair,  and  in  town,  and  in  markets  and 
elsewhere,  wherever  they  be  within  the  manor  afore- 
said, pertain  to  the  abbot  and  to  his  bailiffs.  And  all 
matters  of  the  market  place,  and  all  demesne  rights 
on  land  and  water,  on  strand  and  on  ways,  and  the 
pleas  thereof  in  the  town  of  Faversham  belong  to  the 
abbot.  And  all  pleas  and  penalties  whether  of  the  men 
of  Faversham  or  of  stranger  merchants  who  come  there, 
have  ever  belonged  to  the  abbot,  and  all  the  abbots  from 
the  foundation  of  the  abbey  have  held  them,  so  that  if 
any  merchant  or  any  stranger  comes  there  and  makes 
complaint  against  any  man  of  the  town,  then  if  he 
cannot  make  any  long  delay  he  shall  have  amends 
forthwith  in  the  abbot's  court  at  the  discretion  of  12 
men  of  the  town.  K  any  man  has  committed  any  offence 
against  any  mariners,  amends  should  be  made  before 
the  third  ebb  of  the  sea. 

Wherefore  it  was  likewise  adjudged  in  our  said  court 
that  the  abbot  recover  his  seisin  of  all  his  customs  and 
services  aforesaid  and  50  marks  for  his  damages,  there- 
fore order  the  sheriff,  Ac. 


.     43  Henry  III. 


Assixes,  Sfc,  before  H,  le  Bygod    , 

Southampton. 

The  bailiffs  and  burgess  of  Southampton  make  com-  p.  147 
plaint  of  Gerard  le  (jrrue,  steward  elect  of  Winchester, 
and  of  Nicholas  Hachard  and  of  S.  de  Waltham,  that 
whereas  they  ought  to  have  tronage  and  pesage  in  the 
town  of  Southampton  in  the  time  of  the  St.  Giles  fair, 
yet  the  said  Gerard  and  others  on  the  morrow  of  the 
Exaltation  of  Holy  Cross,  Ac,  came  to  the  town  of 
Southampton  and  there  took  one  sack  of  wool,  Ac, 
because  they  had  done  certain  of  their  merchandise  in 
the  said  town  in  the  time  of  the  said  fair,  Ac. 

And  Gerard  and  all  the  others  come,  Ac,  and  they 
answer  that  they  did  not  take  the  chattells  aforesaid, 
but  they  say  that  the  said  bailiffs  in  the  time  of  the 
St.  Giles'  fair  held  a  market,  and  made  their  merchan- 
dise in  the  town  of  Southampton,  so  that  they  went  to 
the  court  of  the  Lord  Eang  and  obtained  of  him  a  writ 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  these  parts,  that  is,  to  Henry 
de  Terlegh,  that  he  should  prevent  the  burgesses  of  the 
said  town  from  holding  any  market  during  St.  Giles' 
fair,  and  that,  if  they  would  not  desist,  he  should 
distrain  them. 

And  that  it  is  so  he  puts  himself  on  his  country,  and 
the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  in  like  manner.  And  jurore 
chosen  by  consent  of  both  parties  say  upon  their  oath, 
Ac.  .  .  .  Therefore  let  the  said  Gerard  and  the 
others  go  hence  without  a  day  and  let  the  town  of 
Southampton  be  in  mercy  for  a  false  claim. 

(Roll  \Qd.) 

An  Inquisition  made  as  to  pu/rprestwres  on  the  Lord 
King  in  the  City  of  Winchester. 

The  jurors  say  upon  their  oath  that  whereas  from 
before  time  of  memory  there  were  three  gates  next 
the  market  of  Winchester,  by  which  the  men  of  the 
country  coming  with  their  carts  and  carriages  were 
wont  to  enter  in  to  that  market,  and  they  were 
accustomed  to  give  for  every  cart  and  carriage  a  half- 
penny to  the  Lord  Kixifs  for  toll.    And  in  like  manner 
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thero  was  a  fourth  gate,  by  which  men  coming  to  the 
said  market,  both  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  were  wont 
to  go  in  and  out.  The  prior  and  monks  of  St.  Swithiu, 
of  Winchester,  after  the  feast  of,  etc.,  closed  up  two  of 
the  said  gates,  etc.  And  also  the  third  gate,  whereby 
the  Lord  King  thereafter  lost  his  aforesaid  toll.  And 
this  to  the  nuisance  and  great  loss  of  the  whole  country, 
and  to  the  disherison  of  the  said  Lord  Eling,  etc. 

And  since  the  said  obstructions  were  so  recently  made, 
etc.,  the  sheriff  and  the  bailifls  of  Winchester  were 
ordered  that  at  the  cost  of  the  prior  aforesaid,  and  at 
the  view  of  the  jurors,  they  should  causs  the  said  three 
gates  to  be  opened,  so  that  they  may  be  in  the  state  in 
which  they  were  before,  etc. 

Afterwards  the  said  sheriff  and  bailiffs  came  and 
complained  that  when  they  sent  there  to  execute  the 
order  aforesaid,  there  came  certain  monks  of  the  said 
priory  clothed  in  ecclesiastical  vestments,  with  lighted 
candles,  and  certain  lay  folk  of  their  house  with  tbem, 
and  the  said  monks  publicly  excommunicated  all  who 
came  there  to  carry  out  the  said  order. 

And  therefore  the  bailiffs  of  the  said  city  were 
ordered  to  bring  on  the  morrow  all  the  near  neighbours, 
by  whom,  &c.  to  inquire  of  the  truth  thereof,  Ac. 

Who  came,  and  say  upon  their  oath  that  Roger  le 
Diable,  John  of  Oxford,  sacristan,  Walter  of  Oxford,  the 
ostler,  Roger  de  Overton,  &c.,  monks  of  the  same  priory 
came  wearing  white  stoles,  with  cross  and  candlesticks, 
and  lighted  candles,  and  asked  those  who  were  sent 
there  to  carry  out  the  execution  afor^aid,  by  whom 
and  by  whose  order  they  came  there  to  do  the  said 
trespass,  who  answered  that  by  the  order  of  the  justices 
and  by  the  commission  of  the  sheriff  and  bailiffs  they 
came  there  to  open  the  said  gates,  and  the  same  monks 
forthwith  .  .  .  them  and  all  by  whose  order  and 
commission  they  come  there  to  do  this,  and  all  who 
were  consenting  to  that  action  as  well  the  community 
of  Winchester  as  others.  They  say  also  that  certain  of 
the  household  of  the  same  monks  were  with  them 
there,  to  wit,  Henry,  the  parson  of  the  cemetery 
church,  Geoffrey,  the  clerk,  Ac,  and  they,  with  the 
said  Roger  le  Diable,  raised  a  hue  upon  them;  but 
they  say  that  the  said  Roger  le  Diable  was  the  first, 
after  the  said  sentence  was  pronounced,  to  raise  the 
said  hue  in  a  loud  and  high  voice. 

Therefore  the  sheriff  is  ordered  to  seize  all  the  land 
and  tenements  of  the  same  prior  and  convent  into  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  King,  and  to  take  the  said  Henry  the 
parson  and  other  lay  folk  who  were  present  at  the  said 
offence  without  delay,  and  to  keep  them  safely,  &c., 
until,  &c.  (Eollll.) 

Pleas  he/ore  the  King,    Mich,  44-45°  Henry  III. 
Southampton, 

P.  161,  Roger  Noel  and  John  Fortin,  bailiffs  of  Southampton, 

were  attached  to  answer  the  burgesses  of  Bristol  of  a  plea 
to  show  cause  why  they  compelled  them  to  give  toll 
for  their  merchandise  in  the  town  of  Southampton 
against  the  franchises  which  the  same  burgesses  have  by 
the  charters  of  the  kings  of  England.  Wherefore  the  said 
burgesses  of  Bristol  complain  that  whereas  they  ought 
to  be  quit  of  toll  and  passage  and  all  other  customs 
throughout  the  whole  land  of  Bngland,  Normandy,  and 
Wales,  by  the  charters  of  Henry,  King  of  England, 
grandfather  of  the  Lord  King  now,  in  these  words  : 

**  Henry,  King  of  England,  &c.  Know  ye  that  I  have 
granted  to  my  burgesses  of  Bristol  that  they  should  be 
quit  of  toll  and  passage  throughout  my  whole  land  of 
England,  Normandy,  and  Wales." 

And  the  said  Roger  and  John,  by  force  and  extortion, 
compelled  one  John  Gilbert  of  Bristol  to  pay  toll,  and 
unjustly  extorted  from  him  Ss. 

And  Roger  and  John  come  and  say  that  the^  ought 
not  to  answer  thereof  here,  because  the  Lord  King  that 
now  is  has  granted  to  them  by  his  charter  that  they 
shall  not  be  impleaded  outside  their  own  borough,  and 
they  produce  the  said  charter  in  which  is  contained  the 
article  aforesaid.  (Roll  3.) 

Htmtiiigdo7i. 

V.uib,  The  Abbot  of  Ramsey  was  attached  to  answer  the 

burgesses  of  Huntingdon  of  a  plea  to  show  why, 
whereas  the  toll  in  the  vill  of  St.  Ives,  as  well  during 
as  beyond  the  time  of  the  fair,  belongs  to  them,  yet 
the  said  abbot,  by  his  bailiffs,  causes  the  said  burgesses 
to  be  hindered  so  that  they  cannot  take  the  said  toll 
as  they  ought  and  were  wont  to  do.  And  they  produce 
a  charter  of  the  Lord  King,  which  witnesses  "that  the 


"  said  Lord  King  has  granted  and  confii*med  to  them 
**  that  they  should  freely  take  for  ever  the  whole  toll 
"  within  the  vill  of  St.  Ives  and  without  the  same,  as 
"  well  at  the  time  of  the  fair  as  at  other  times,  as  fully 
*'  as  the  said  burgesses  received  the  said  toll  before 
**  the  Lord  King  took  it  into  his  own  hand." 

And  the  abbot  comes  and  says  that  the  said  bur- 
gesses ought  not  to  take  toll  for  all  the  time  of  the 
said  fair,  because  the  said  abbot  ought  to  take  the 
whole  toll  for  the  first  week  of  the  said  fair,  by  the 
charter  of  Lord  King. 

And  the  said  burgesses  cannot  gainsay  this.  Ad- 
judged that  the  abbot  go  without  a  day,  and  that  the 
burgesses  be  in  mercy  for  their  false  claim.     (Roll  9.) 


PleoB  before  the  King.    Mich.,  51  Henry  HI. 

Hants. 

The  Lord  King,  by  Nicholas  Martin,  his  attorney,  P.  i68  6. 
appeared  against  the  Abbess  of  Wherwell  on  a  plea  to 
show  why  she  has  levied  at  her  manor  of  Wherwell  a 
market  to  the  nuisance  of  the  King's  free  market  of 
Basingstoke.  And  the  abbess  does  not  appear.  Judg- 
ment that  she  be  attached,  &c.  (Roll  17.) 


THnity,  12  Edward  I. 

Herefordshire. 

The  jurors  say  that  the  fair  of  Leominster,  erected  P.  2066. 
by  the  Abbot  of  Reading  on  the  Vigil  of  Michaelmas 
and  the  three  days  following,  is  to  the  damage  of  the 
fair  of  the  Lord  King  at  Hereford  which  is  on  the  feast 
of  St.  Denys.  Therefore  let  the  fair  of  Leominster 
aforesaid  be  wholly  quashed,  &c,  (Roll  5.) 

N&tfolk. 

Wm.  Relet  impleads  Wm.  Rachith  and  seven  others  P.  220. 
for  the  levelling  of  his  pillnry  at  Gey  ton,  where  the 
Lord  King  Henry,  the  father  of  the  now  King,  granted 
him  a  market  on  Wednesday  in  each  week  and  a  fair 
annually  for  three  days  at  the  feast  of  St.  Gregory. 
Fined.  [As  to  the  same  more  fully  in  Easter  term, 
18  Ed.  I.,  Rot.  3.]  (Roll  14.) 

Suffolk. 

Ivo  de  Kenedon,  Peter  his  son,  and  four  others  P.  288. 
summoned,  because  they  hindered  Ermintrude  de 
Saukeville,  Joanna,  who  was  the  wife  of  Adam  de  Coke- 
feld,  and  Roger  de  Aspehale,  from  using  their  market 
in  any  place  where  it  might  please  them  within  the»p 
manor  of  Debeham;  pay  40«.  damages,  and  the  said 
Ivo  is  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  and 
the  others  are  to  be  arrested.  (Roll  11.) 


Assizes  of  THnity,  26  Edw.  J.,  at  York. 

The  burgesses  of  Lynn  implead   the  burgesses  of  P.  28S. 
Colchester  for  the  taong  of  toll  from  them ;   upon 
which  the  bailiffs  of  Colchester  claim  their  libertv,  Ac 
(Roll  22.)    [The  like  in  Mich.  foUowing.     Roll  36.J 

Assizes  taken  in  the  Term  of  THnity,  30  Edw.  L 
Wilts. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  is  impleaded  by  the  King  p.  246. 
for  that  he  has  levied  a  market  at  Ramsbury  to  the 
nuisance  of  the  King's  free  market  in  Marlborough. 
The  bishop  produces  a  charter  of  King  Henry  of  the 
liberties  granted  to  his  church,  amongst  which  there  is 
a  grant  of  a  market  there  on  Tuesdays,  so  that  it  be 
not  to  the  nuisance  of  neighbouring  markets.  Dated 
at  Westminster  in  the  11th  year  of  his  reign. 

(Roll  28.) 

Assizes  of  Hilary t  31  Edw.  J.,  taken  at  Westminster 
before  the  King. 

Leicester. 

The  Abbot  of  Croxton  recovers  against  Roger  de  Saule  P.  248, 
and  six  others  6^  damages,  because  they  did  not  pay 
tolls  in  the  abbot'a  fair  in  his  vill  of  Waltham. 


(Roll  55.) 
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Trmiiyy  35  Edw.  L,  <U  WeftmvMtw. 
London, 

P.  Ml  ft.  The  Eling  enacted  amonffst  other  articles,  which  by 

his  charter  he  ^nted  for  himself  and  his  heirs  to  the 
foreini  and  all  en-bom  merchants,  &C.,  that  in  every 
merchant  town  or  fair  within  the  realm  the  Eang% 
tron  should  be  set  in  a  certain  place,  mid,  before 
'weighing,  the  beam  should  be  seen  empty  in  presence 
of  buyer  and  seller,  and  that  the  arms  ot  l^e  said  beam 
be  equal;  and  that  thereafter  the  weigher  should 
weigh  equally,  and  when  he  has  put  the  beam  level  he 
shall  remove  his  hands,  so  that  it  shall  remain  on  a 
leveL  And  the  said  King  ordered  the  ordinance  afore- 
said to  be  inviolably  observed  in  all  things,  &c.  And, 
nevertheless,  the  mavor  and  citizens  of  London  have 
refused  to  observe  the  said  constitution,  because  the 
method  of  weighing  chattels  of  weight  coming  to  the 
city  of  London  hath  from  time  beyond  memory  been 
ana  now  is  such  that  the  beam  always  draws  for  the 
better,  that  is  to  sav,  against  the  thinff  sold ;  and  in  the 
same  way  the  saia  chattels  are  sold  to  archbishops, 
bishops,  earls,  &c.  And  their  ancestors  have  used  this 
custom  and  manner  of  weighing,  he. 

But  the  foreign  and  alien-bom  merchants  pray  that 
their  merchandise  be  weighed  according  to  the  tenour 
of  the  King's  charter;  therefore  let  them  weigh  in 
future  in  the  form  aforesaid.  And  it  is  ordered  to  the 
said  mayor  and  the  sheriff  that  they  cause  the  aforesaid 
ordinance  to  be  observed  for  the  future  in  all  things 
unto  the  said  merchants,  and  let  there  be  judgment 
against  them,  Ac.  (Boll  61.) 

FUoB  hefore  ike  King,  ^c,  Mich.,  2  Edw,  I. 

Sussex, 

P.  saa.  The  jurors  sav  that  Nicholas,  the  bailiff  of  William 

de  Bruce,  by  order  of  the  said  William,  forbade  his  men 


of  Shoreham  from  selling  victuals  to  Robert  Agillun 
or  to  his  men,  or  from  acunitting  them  to  any  buyings 
or  sellings  in  the  said  town.  Therefore  let  William  be 
in  mercy,  and  let  Bobert  recover  for  damages  1  maro. 

(BoU7.) 

Pleas  hefore  the  King  at  Westmr.,  Trim.,  8  Edw,  I, 

Kent,  Sussex,  Surrey. 

Whereas  the  bailiffs  of  the  Lord  King  distrain  one  of  P*  ML 
the  men  of  the  Cinque  Ports  at  Southwark,  to  wit,  by 
taking  of  each  basket  of  herrings  carried  on  the  &aok 
one  herring,  and  of  each  basket  of  mackerel  one 
mackerel  for  toll,  the  Lord  King  inhibited  him  by  his 
writ  from  distraining  the  said  men  for  toll,  because 
the  said  men  are  by  tneir  charters  free  throughout  all 
England  from  payment  of  toU.  And  judgment  is  given 
accordingly  here  by  the  court.  (BoU  &.) 


Pleas  hefore  the  King  at  Westminster,  Trin,,  17  Edw.  II. 

Eighteen  butchers  of  Eastcheap  implead  Goscelyn  le  P.  848. 
Sergeant,  the  servant  and  farmer  of  the  sherife  of 
London,  for  taking  toll  of  com  and-poultry  in  the  said 
city,  because  he  by  his  own  authority  and  under  colour  of 
his  office  by  extortion  and  severe  distress  took  of  each 
of  them  yearly  the  sum  of  2s.  for  their  shops,  Ac.  He 
says  that  he  took  these  shillings  as  pertaining  to  the 
sheriffs'  farm,  even  as  from  the  time  of  King  John, 
other  farmers  were  accustomed  to  collect  from  every 
butcher  wishing  to  have  a  stall  outside  his  house  for 
laying  meat  upon  it  and  selling  the  same. 

And  it  was  found  bv  a  jury  that  ^e  said  GK>scelyn  was 
not  the  first  who  collected  the  said  moneys,  but  that 
they  were  collected  for  more  than  24  years  past. 

llierefore  let  the  said  Goscelyn  go  without  a  day,  and 
let  the  said  butchers  be  in  mercy.  (Boll  133.) 


X. 

botuli  hundeedobxtm. 
Spbcimen  Extbaots,  with  Tbanslations. 

(The  marginal  references  give  the  pages  of  the  first  of  the  volumes  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of 

Public  Beoords.) 


OOUlffTY  OP  BBBKS. 

HirUDBSD  OF  G-AMBNBSFELDE. 


Dicuntquod  cum  dominus  Bex  Henrious,  pater  [regis 
nunc,]  haDuit  liberas  nundinas  semel  in  anno^  scH. 
in  vigilia  et  die  S.  Fidis  apud  Sallingford  sine 
tolneto,  de  quibus  nundinis  dominus  I^  habuit 
perquisita  ut  de  amerciamentis  et  hujusmodi ;  venit 
Fulco  filius  Warini  vi  et  armis  ad  nundinas  prsadictas 
6t  homines  in  prasdictis  nundinis  inventos  contra 
regalem  dignitatem  ad  manerium  suum  de  Waneting 
fugavit,  et  quendam  hominem  apud  Sailing*  nomine 
Seman  interfecerit  et  easdem  nundinaH  apud  Waneting 
quolibei  anno  tenet  et  ibidem  tolnetum  capit  que 
fuerunt  apud  Salingford  quieti  de  tolneto. 


"The  jurors  say  that  whereas  the  Lord  Henry  the  VoLi,p.ii. 
Eling.  the  father  of  the  now  JE^ing,  had  a  free  fair  onoe 
in  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  vigil  and  the  day  of 
Saint  Faith,  at  Sallingford,  without  any  toll,  of  which 
fair  the  Lord  King  had  the  profits,  as  of  amerce- 
ments, and  such  like:  Fulke  Fitzwarren  came  to  this 
fair  with  force  and  arms,  and  against  the  royal  dignity 
drove  the  men  whom  he  found  in  the  said  fair  to  his 
manor  of  Wantage  and  killed  at  Sallin^ord  a  certain 
man  named  Seman,  and  now  holds  the  same  fair 
every  year  at  Wantage,  and  takes  toll  there,  whereas 
it  was  at  Sallingford  quit  of  toll." 


HUHDBBD  OF  MOBTOK. 


Item  burgenses  Walingford  non  solebant  capere 
tolnetum  nisi  do  mercatoribus,  modo  contra  antiquam 
libeortatem  suam  capiunt  tolnetum  de  hominibus  jwtrie 
oui  emunt  blada  et  alia  victualia  ad  instaurationem 
aomuB  sue. 


Also  that  the  burgesses  of  Wallingford  were  not 
accustomed  to  take  toll,  save  only  of  merchants,  but 
now,  contrary  to  their  ancient  franchise,  they  take  toll 
of  the  men  of  the  countrv  who  buy  corn  and  other 
victuals  for  their  household  store. 


P.  s. 


HUKBSBD  OF  BOGBBHBUOH. 


Dicunt  quod  Walterus  Giffard,  rector  ecclesie  de 
Wicham,  tenuit  quandam  libertatem  in  nundinis  Begis 
de  Wicham  a  porta  curie  sue  usque  ad  domnm  Gilberti 
Martyn,  et  nunc  tenet  magister  Thomas  Glover,  sed 
nesciunt  quo  warranto. 

▲    55789. 


They  say  that  Walter  Giffard,  rector  of  the  church 
of  Wycombe,  had  a  certain  liberty  in  the  King's  fair 
of  Wycombe,  from  the  gate  of  his  courtyard  as  far  as 
the  house  of  Gilbert  Martin,  and  now  Master  Thomas 
Glover  holds  the  same,  but  by  what  warrant  they 
know  not. 
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.     BOTAL  OOlOaSSION  ON  MABKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


BOBOQGH  OF  WiNDSOB. 


P.  18.  Dionnt  aaod  homines  de  villata  de  Over  JEuoheun,  Nor- 

wey,  Oovele,  Boveney,  Bnrnham,  et  villa  de  Bekenes- 
fend,  in  comitatn  Bukingham  semper  solebant  dare 
theolonium  apnd  Windesore  de  omnibus  merchandiis 
snis,  que  omnia  sabtraAitmtar  per  Begem  Aleman- 
norom,  et  Willielmom  Basket  bauivom  sanm  .... 
Item  tota  villata  de  Eton  solebat  dare  tolnetnm 
baste  naYinm  et  omnia  regale  tangencia,  que  snbtra- 
bnntar  per  enndem  Begem  Alemannorom  et  Oomitem 
Oornnbie. 


They  say  that  the  men  of  the  vills  of  Oyer  Hacham, 
Korwey,  Coyele»  Boyeney,  Bnmham,  and  the  yill  of 
BeaconsSOleld,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  were 
always  accustomed  to  give  toll  at  Windsor  of  all  their 
merchan4ise,  all  which  are  withdrawn  hj  the  King 
of  the  Germans  imd  William  Basket,  his  bailiff  .... 

Likewise  the  whole  yill  of  Uton  was  accustomed  to 
give  toll  of  ships  and  all  dues  touching  the  Grown, 
which  are  withdrawn  by  the  Ejng  of  the  G^mans  and 
Earl  of  Oomwall. 


Item  abbatissa  de  Bumham  levavit  quoddam  mer- 
oatum  apud  Bekenefeld  per  xvi.  annos,  sed  nesciunt 
quo  warranto.  Item  eadem  levavit  alterum  forum 
apud  Bumham,  in  prejudicium  Domini  Eegis  et  mercati 
de  Windesore. 


Likewise  the  abbess  of  Bumham  has  rdsed  a  certain 
market  at  Beaoonsfield  for  16  years,  but  by  what 
warrant  they  know  not;  and  likewise  she  has  set  up 
a  second  fair  at  Bumham,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Lord 
King  and  his  market  at  Windsor. 


BoBouGH  OP  Wallingpobd. 


P*18.  Bicunt  quod  balliyi  de  Henle-super-Tamisiam  oepe- 

runt  et  aohuc  e^iunt  teoionium  injuste  de  homuii- 
bus  Walling[eford  contra  libertatem  suam,  quasi  non 
timentes  forisfacturam  domini  Begis  decem  librarum. 

Diount  eciam  quod  novum  mercatum  levatum  est  in 
Esthildeele  ^r  Emericum  de  S.  Amando,  dominum 
dicte  ville,  infra  trienniitm  proximo  preteritnm  ad 
maximum  nocomentom  meroati  domini  B^is  in 
Wallingford. 


They  say  that  the  bailiffs  of  Henley-on-Thames  have 
taken  and  still  take  toll  unjustly  of  the  men  of  Walling- 
ford contrary  to  their  liberty  as  if  they  were  not  afraid 
of  the  King^s  forfeiture  of  lOL 

Ajid  they  say  also  that  a  new  market  has  been  set 
up  in  Esthildesle  by  Emerio  de  St  Amand,  lord  of  the 
said  yill,  within  three  years  last  past,  to  the  very  great 
damage  of  the  lord  King's  market  at  Wallingford. 


OOUNTT  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

HtWDKED  OP  WlTBUS^OED. 


p.  66.  Dicunt  quod  quedam   mulier  de  Cumberton  dedit 

Bogero  Oomiti  Mareschallo,  unum  tenem^itum  «uum 
et  de  quolibet  tenemento  sue  unum  denarium  per  an- 
num, ut  essent  sub  protectione  dicti  comitis,  et  per  hoc 
'  ap^priat  heres  dicti  comitis,  qui  mode  est  ComeS|. 
Bibi  libertatem,  et  diatringit  homines  ejusdem  honor» 
et  alios  forinsecos  ad  forum  ejusdem  ville  venientes 
per  totam  villam  de  Tkelington,  tam  in  foro  quam  in 
tia  regia  et  in  commune  per  totum.  i^:-     ''"f 


[The  jurors]  say  that  a  woman  of  Cumberton  granted 
to  Boger  Earl  Marshal  one  tenement  and  a  rent  of  a 
penny  per  annum  from  each  of  her  other  tenements, 
l^at  they  might  be  under  the  said  earl's  protection,  and 
thereby  his  heir  who  now  is  earl  appropriates  to  himself 
a  franchise,  and  distrains  the  tenants  of  that  honour, 
and  strangers  also  who  come  to  the  town  market,  every- 
where in  the  town  of  Icklington,  as  well  in  the  market 
pisoe  4kS  in  the  King's  highway  and  eveiywhere. 


BEBBTSQjEBSl. 


p.  68. 


P.Sl. 


Quod  Margareta  de  Ferrariis  comitissa  Derby  olamat 
habere  assisam  panis  .  .  .  et  mercatum  apu4 
Hertindon  de  dono  domini  Be^  Henrici  ultimi. 

Item  .  .  Ma^tri  Hospitalis  [Sti.  Johannis  d^ 
Yeveleg']  appropriant  eis  et  attrahunt  gentes  de  regali 
burgo  de  Essebum  .  .  .  undo  dominus  rex  perdit 
tolnetum  et  pasiagium  .  •  .  Et  idom  Magistn  fece- 
runt  sibi  de  novo  signum  ad  si^^andnm  galones  et 
bussellos  sine  warranto,  ubi  hii  de  burgo  solebant 
habere  signnm    •    •    . 


They  sav  that  Margaret  de  Ferrars,  Countess  of  Derby, 
dain^s  to  have  assize  of  bread,  and  market  at  Herting- 
don  by  tiie  grant  of  Henry  III. 

The  masters  of  the  hospital  of  Yeveleg  appropriate 
and  attach  to  themselves  men  of  the  royal  borough  of 
Asshebum  .  •  whereby  the  King  loses  toll  and  passage. 
•  •.  •  And  the  same  masters  have  made  themselves 
of  late  a  seal  for  stamping  gallons  and  bushels,  without 
wairant,  whereas  the  men  of  the  borough  used  to  have 
ike  seal    •    •    • 


BOBOUGH  07  DSBBY. 


Dicunt  quod  ballivi  abbatis  Leyoestrie  et  alii  homines 
de  eadem  soka  distringunt  burgenses  Derby  apud  Mele' 
bum  transeuntes  versus  forum  de  Bredon  pro  debito 
de  quo  non  sunt  debitores  neo  plegii,  quod  est  contm 
cartam  Begis  Henrici  iUis  concessam.  Distringunt  e% 
eosdem  baUivi  de  Thomas  Touchet  de  Marketon  eodemi 
modo  tlransemitei  versus  fomm  de  Essebum  quod  est 
oontra,  etc. 


They  say  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  Abbot  of  Leicester 
and  otners  of  the  soke  distrain  the  men  of  Derby  who 
pass  by  Melebum  going  to  the  market  of  Bredon,  for 
debt  whereof  they  are  neither  debtors  nor  pledges, 
wjbi^  is  against  the  charter  granted  them  by  King 
Henry.  And  the  bailiffs  of  Thomas  Touchet  of  Mar- 
oheton  also  distrain  them  in  like  manner  in  passing  to 
the  market  of  Asshebum,  which  is  against,  etc. 


P.6S-4. 


DBVONBHIBE. 
BoBOWH  OF  Babitoiaplb^ 


DicTmt  quod  prior  de  Frompton  h»h&t  *  *  teolonittm 
in  manerio  suo  de  Norham  et  hoc  de  ncn'o,  et  capit 
ieoloneum  de  hominibus  predict]  burgi  ii^nsTto  ad  grave 
dampnum  bm*gi  quo  warranto  igEfeorant« 


The  jurors  say  that  the  prior  of  Frompton  has  toll 
in  his  manor  of  Norham,  and  that  of  late  only,  and 
takes  toll  of  the  men  of  the  said  borough  wrongMly, 
to  tiie  great  damage  of  the  borough,  by  what  warrant 
they  know  not. 
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Bqilotoh  or  JQnupfOBD. 


Diorrnt  et  quod  BiobardoB  (de  Greyrille)  liabet  fonim 
in  bnrgo  de  Bideford  per  diem  Ltine  et  mmdinM'in 
manerio  de  Bideford  in  vigilia  S.  Margarete  Yirginis  et 
in  die,  per  quod  -warraotom  neo  quo  tempore  nesciimt. 


They  Bay  that  Bichard  de  Ghreyille  has  a  Monday  P.  4 
marksir  in  the  borough  of  Bideford,  and  a  fair  in  the 
manor  of  Bideford  once  in  each  year  on  the  eye  and 
day  Off  S.  Marg&ret,  by  what  warrant  or  sinoe  what 
time  tiiey  know  not. 


HUKDB£D  0?  BaXFTON. 


Item  qnod  dominns  Nioholaus  filius  Martini  tenet 
Combe  Martin  de  domino  Bege  quasi  membmm  baronie 
gne   •    •     .   et  habet  feyram  et  marcatum  et  warennam 

Syr  oartam  sibi  concessam  per    dominum  Henrioiu!a 
egom  patrem  regis  nunc. 


Also  that  Nich.  Fita  Martin  holds  Oombe  Martin  of 
the  King  as  member  of  his  barony  .  .  .  and  has 
fair  and  market  bycharter  granted  him  by  Henry  pH.] 
father  of  the  now  JB[ing. 


P.68, 


Onr  or  Exbibr. 


Diount  quod  c^uedam  feria  in  festo  S.  Petri  ad  Yin- 
cula  in  Bm)urbio  ejusdem  civitatis  quondam  pertin^t 
ad  eandem  civitatem  et  ad  coronam  domini  Begis,  cijjuB 
ferie  unam  medietatem  tenet  nunc  Amicia  comitissa 
DeTon  .  .  et  antecessores  .  .  .  eandem  medietatem 
antiquitus  tenuenint,  scilicet  a  tempore  quo  non  eztat 
memoria,  quo  waranto  nesciunt.  £t  medietas  altera 
predicte  ferie  remansit  in  manibus  domini  Begis  et 
ciTium  suorum  Exon'  quousque  dominus  Johannes  Bex 
eandem  tiudidit  Priori  et  Conventui  S.  Nicholai  Exon', 
quo  warranto  nesciunt. 


They  say  that  a  fair  in  the  suburbs  of  Exeter  on  the 
feast  of  8.  Peter  ad  Yincula  formerly  belonged  to  that 
city  and  to  the  Crown  ;  but  of  that  fair  one  moiety  is 
now  held  by  Amicia,  Countess  of  Deycm  .  .  and  her 
ancestors  held  it  from  ancient  times,  that  is  ^m  a 
time  beyond  memory,  hj  what  warrant  ttie  jurors  faiow 
not.  Ajid  the  other  moiety  of  the  said  &ir  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  King  and  his  citizens  of  Exeter, 
until  King  John  gaye  it  oyer  to  the  Prior  and  Conyent' 
of  S.  Nicholas  at  Exeter,  by  what  warrant  the  jurors 
know  not. 


P.W. 


Hattosb. 


In  manorii  de  Wolleburghe  ot  quaedam  villa  nova 
in  qua  Abbas  de  Thore  et  Conventus  habent  nundinum 
et  mercatnm  el  placitant  assisas  jjanis  .  .  •  per 
oartam  domini  Begis  Johannis  et  Begis  Henrici 


In  the  manor  of  Woolbridge  is  a  new  town,  in  which   p.  71. 
the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Torr  hold  a  fair  and  market 
and  pleas  of  assise  of  bread  •    •  by  charter  of  King 
John  and  King  Henry  •    • 


BuxauB  BB  Plthptok. 


Dicunt  quod  Hospitularii  de  Hospitulo  S.  Johannis 
de  Jerusalem  recolhg^unt  sibi  diversas  gentes  portantes 
eisdem  chevagium,  vel  redditum  ob  salutem  animarum 
predecesBorum  suorum,  qui  clamant  habere  libertates 
emendi  vendendi  sive  tollo  in  burgis  •  et  feyris  et 
mercatis,  in  prejndicio  domini  Begis  et  comitum 
gnorum  etc. 

Item  dicunt  quod  ballivas  comitissae  Insule  im- 
plaoitat  piscatores  qui  vendunt  piscem  ante  horam 
primam  set  nesciunt  qno  warranto,  Ac. 


They  say  that  the  HospitaUers  of  S.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem gather  to  themselves  sundry  people,  who  pay 
them  **  chevage,"  which  is  a  certain  rent  for  Uie  good 
of  the  souls  of  their  ancestors,  and  that  such  people 
claim  tp  have  liberty  of  buying  and  selling  without  toll 
in  boroughs  and  fairs  and  markets  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Lord  Eong  and  his  earls,  barons,  &c,  .     . 

Likewise  they  say  that  the  bailiff  of  the  Countess  de 
l^Isle  impleads  fishermen  who  sell  their  fish  before  the 
hour  of  prime,  but  they  know  not  by  what  warrant,  &c. 


P.  77. 

ctp.8sa 
P.9S. 


HT7in)B£D  OT  StAJIBUBG. 


Dicunt  quod  .  .  .  manerium  de  Churestowe  tenet 
Abbas  de  Boffestr*  .  .  in  qno  mauerio  est  novus 
burgns  qui  respondet  pro  se  per  vi.  marcas,  et  tenent 
mercatnm  die  veneris  &c.  .    .  quo  warranto  ignorant. 

Jnrati  Bnrgi  de  Tavistok  dicnnt  quod  Abbasb  de 
Tavistok  habet  mercatnm  in  eodem  burgo  et  nundinas 
semel  in  anno,  set  nesciunt  quo  warranto. 


They  say  that  the  A.bbot  of  Buckfast  holds  the  manor  p.  99. 
ofChurstowe  .    .     .  in  which  there  is  a  new  borough  oLi>.*9l. 
which  is  assessed  separately  at  6  marks,  and  they  hold 
a  Friday  market,  ^.    .    •    .    but  by  what  warrant  the 
jurors  know  not. 

The  jurors  of  the  borough  of  Tavistock  say  that  the 
Abbot  of  Tavistock  has  market  in  that  borouffh,  and  a 
fair  once  in  the  year,  but  by  what  warrant  wey  know 
not. 


HunDBsn  OT  South  MoiiTok. 


Dicunt  .  ^ .  quod  villa  de  Soutmoton  est  domini 
Nicholai  [filii  Martini]  .  .  .  et  habet  ibidem  nundinas 
quolibet  anno  ad  Assumpcionem  Beate  Marie,  et  forum 
qualibet  ebdomada  per  Sabbatum,  &c. 

Dicunt  quod  quidam  tenentes  de  la  Kovelevile  in  parte 
pertinente  ad  manerium  de  Teyngewyk  clamant  habere 
Dorgnm  et  forum  et  assisam  panis  .  .  de  novo 
tempore  domini  Henrici  Begis  patris  Begis  nunc,  quo 
Warranto  ignorant. 


They  say  that  the  town  of  South  Molton  belongs  to  p.m. 
Nicholas  FitzMartin  .    .  and  he  has  there  a  fair  each  Otp«06. 
year  on  the  Assumption  of  St.  Mary,  and  a  weekly 
market  on  Saturday  ... 

They  say  that  certain  tenants  of  the  new  town  in  that  P.  88. 
part  which  belongs  to  the  manor  of  Tengewyk,  claim  to 
nave  a  borough  and  market  and  assize  of  bread  •    . 
from  reoent  times,  that  is,  from  the   time  of  King 
Heniy  IIL,  by  what  warrant  they  know  not. 


HnVDBSD  O?  WlKKSLBQH. 


Hugo  de  Curtenay  .  ;  habet  nundinas  .  .  .  apud 
Chulmeleg,  et  .  .  .  Bobertus  filius  Pagani  eooem 
mode  apud  Wymgg  habet  nundinas,  set  non  habet 
warrantum.  Item  I^etrus  de  Sidoham  habet  nundinas 
apud  Bakenoford  quo  warranto  nesciunt. 


•    .  H.  de  Courtenay  •    •  has  a  fair  at  Oholmeley,   P.  87. 
and  Bobert  FitzPagan  in  like  manner   has  fair   at 
Wyrugg,  but  he  has  no  warranto     Likewise  Peter  de 
Sideh^  has  fair  at  Bakenford,  by  what  warrant  they 
know  not. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABK£T  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


P.  2806. 


LEIOESTEBSHIBE. 

HUKBBBD  01  G-UtHLACIBTOK. 


Bionnt  qaod  Stephanos  Pistor  et  Johannes  Billing, 
ftrmarii  mercati  de  Boseworth,  Ni^ellus  Faber, 
Banulphus  FaW,  Adam  de  ]Pretfc,  firmarii  de  Latter- 
worth,  oapiont  tolnetom  de  blado  empto  in  dictis 
mercatis  ad  seminandnm  et  comedendum,  et  aliis 
minatis  rebus  de  qoibus  teoloneam  non  solet  dari. 


The  jnrors  say  that  Stephen  Baker  and  John 
Billings,  farmers  of  the  market  of  Bosworth,  and 
Nigel  Smith,  Balph  Smith,  and  Adam  de  Bret,  farmers 
of  Lntterworth,  take  toll  of  oom  which  is  sold  in  the 
said  markets  for  seed  and  food,  and  of  other  small 
matters  of  which  toll  is  not  accustomed  to  be  giyen. 


HuNDBBD  or  Fkamland. 


P.MO0.  Dicnnt    qaod    Bogerus    le     Strange,    qai    habet 

cnstodiam  terrarom  Rogeri  de  Qaenirf  Mnbray,  tradidit 
nnndinas  de  Menton  ad  firmam  Badalpho  de  Graham 
et  cam  prediote  nundine  non  debent  esse  nisi  semel 
in  anno,  tenet  eas  bis  et  tone  dnplioat  teoloneam  saom 
per  XY.  dies  cam  heo  non  debent  faoere  nisi  per  daos 
dies. 


The  jarors  say  that  Roger  le  Strange,  who  has 
the  custody  of  the  lands  of  Roger  de  Quincy  Mowbray, 
has  made  over  the  fair  of  Meuton  to  Ralph  de  Graham 
at  farm,  and  that  whereas  the  said  fair  ought  not  to  be 
but  once  in  the  year,  he  holds  it  twice,  and  then  he 
doubles  his  toll  for  15  days,  whereas  ho  ought  not  to  do 
it  but  for  two  days. 


LINOOLNSBIRE. 
Th£  Wapentake  or  j^swabbihtrnb. 


P.MSo.  ''I^  hiis  etiam  qui  habent    libertates  per  Regem 

Anglie  concessas  et  eis  alitor  osi  fuerint  etc."  [Cap.  8.] 
Episcopus  Lincolnensis  habens  mercatum  in  villa 
Lafibrd  ex  concessione  Begis,  capit  tollecagium  ab 
indigenis  et  liberis  bomimbus  patrie  at  de  cibariis 
utensilibns  minatis  ultra  dobitum  modum  et  usas 
est  hajusmodi  injusta  capcione  tempore  Hugonis  de 
Well'  £piscopi  et  lovabdtnr  per  Alanum  de  Baketon 
cane  ballivam  episcopi  scilicet  tempore  Henrici  Begis 
ultimi  ad  dampnum  patrie  dimidium  marce  per  annum 
sine  warranto. 


Chapter  8.  ''Of  those  also  who  Imve  franchises 
granted  to  them  by  the  King  of  England,  and  haye 
used  them  otherwise  than  as  they  were  granted." 

The  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  having  a  market  in  the  vill 
of  LaflTord,  by  the  grant  of  the  Kine,  takes  toll  of  native- 
bom  inhabitants  and  freemen  of  the  country,  as  of 
small  requisites  of  food,  beyond  due  measure,  and  he 
has  u^ed  this  manner  of  unjust  taking  in  the  time  of 
Bishop  Huffo  of  Wells,  and  it  was  levied  by  Allen  de 
Baketon,  then  bailiff  of  the  bishop,  to  wit,  in  the  time 
of  the  last  King  Henry,  to  the  damage  of  the  country 
in  half  a  mark  per  annum  without  warrant. 


Wapentake  o?  Avblavd  in  Kssteybn. 


p.  266a.  Dicant  quod  Baldwynus  Wake  clamat  habere  forum 

et  assisam  panis  et  cerevisie  et  furcas  et  ^rennam  in 
Brunn'  a  quo  tempore  et  quo  warranto  nesciunt. 

In  a  note :  (Deadvocat  habere  returnum  et  eztractum 
brevium.   Osten^t  cartas  Eegis  Anglie.    Ideo  quietus.) 

Item  dicunt  quod  Gwydo  Gubond  clamat  habere 
forum  et  nundinas  et  assisam  panis  et  cerevisie  in 
Bepinghal  et  garennam  a  tempore  quinc[ue  annorum 
per  cartam  domini  Begis  Henrici  patris  Begis  qui 
nunc  est. 

(Non  clamat.) 

Item  dicunt  quod  Prior  de  Sepingham  clamat  habere 
.  .  .  nundinas  YigiUe  Sti.  Johannis  Baptiste  ad 
ecclesiam  de  Stowe  a  quo  tempore  et  quo  warranto 
nesciunt. 

<Ostendit  cartas.    Ideo  quietus.) 

Item  dicunt  quod  Gilbertus  de  Gaunt  clamat  habere 
forum  in  villa  de  Folkingham  et  assisam  panis  .  .  . 
a  quo  tempore  et  quo  warranto  nesciunt. 

CNichil  de  hoc  quia  de  longinquo  tempore.) 

Item  dicunt  quod  Henricus  de  Lascy  comes  Lincolie 
clamat  habere  forum  in  villa  de  Swaneton  et  nundinas 
die  translationis  Beati  Thome  Martiris  et  assisam  panis 
.  .  .  a  tempore  xxx,  annorum  sed  quo  warranto 
nesciunt. 

(Habet  returnum  per  Begem,  et  preterea  habet 
cartam  Begis.) 


The  jurors  say  that  Baldwin  Wake  claims  to  have 
market  and  assize  of  bread  and  beer,  and  gallows,  Ac. 
in  Brunn,  from  what  time  and  by  what  warrant  they 
know  not. 

In  a  note :  [He  disclaims  having  return  and  extract 
of  writs ;  shows  charters  of  the  King  of  England ; 
therefore  quit.] 

Likewise  they  say  that  Guy  Gubond  claims  to  have 
market  and  fair  and  Jissize  of  bread  and  beer  in 
Eepinffhal  and  Warren  for  five  years  past  by  charter 
of  the  Lord  King  Henry,  the  fSather  of  the  now  King. 

In  a  note :  [He  does  not  claim.]. 

Likewise   they  say  that  the  Prior  of  Serpingham 
claims  to  have    ....    a  fair  on  the  Vigil  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  at  the  church  of  Stowe,  from  what 
time  and  by  what  warrant  they  know  not. 
In  a  note :  [Shows  charters ;  therefore  quit.] 
Likewise  they  say  that  Gilbert  de  Gaunt  claims  to 
have  market  in  the  vill  of  Folkingham,  and  assize  of 
bread  from  what  time  and  by  what  warrant  they  know 
not. 
In  a  note :  [Nothing  of  this,  because  ancient.] 
Likewise  they  say  that   Henry   de  lAcy,  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  claims  to  have  market  in  the  vill  of  Swaneton, 
and  a  fair  on  the  day  of  the  translation  of  St.  Thomas  the 
Martyr,  and  assize  of  bread,  &o,  for  30  years  past,  but 
they  know  not  by  what  warrant. 

In  a  note :  [He  has  return  of  writs  by  leave  of  the 
King,  and  besides  that  he  has  the  King's  charter.] 


Wapentake  op  Bradel. 


p.  2686.  Dicunt  quod  burgenses  de  Grimesbi,  scilicet  Petrus  le 

New,  Edmundus  del  Fal,  Willelmus  Faunk,  Johannes 
Beiner,  Petrus  le  King,  Willelmus  Ag^e,  Stephanus 
New,  BogeruB  Carter,  aliter'  usi  sunt  libertates  suas 
quam  debuissent  secundum  marohandisas  ad  portum 
snum  de  Grim'  eo  quod  non  permittunt  pauperes  homines 
de  Grim'  habere  communitatem  cum  eis  emendi  et 
rendendi  secundum  libertates  eis  concessas. 


They  sav  that  the  bui'gesses  of  Grimsby,  that  is  to 
say,  Peter  le  New,  William  Faunk,  John  Beiner,  Peter 
le  King,  William  Agge,  Stephen  New,  and  Boger 
Carter ,liave  used  their  liberties  otherwise  than  as  they 
ought  in  their  merchandise  at  the  port  of  Grimsby 
because  thpy  do  not  suffer  the  poor  men  of  Grimsby  to 
buy  and  sell  with  them  in  common  according  to  the 
liberties  granted  to  fihen). 
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YiLL  07  OaISIOB 

Dionnt  quod  Hugo  de  Beaumes  habet  foxiun  in  Magna 
Limbergia  qnod  est  de  dominico  Begis  in  prcjudioinm 
Begis  et  tenentiom  ipsios  in  Gastre  reoipiendo  tonna* 
ffinm  de  tenentibus  domini  Begis  m  eadem  ad 
dan^)nmn  eorundem  per  annum  y.  s.  et  hoo  dampnom 
eisdem  fecit  per  xii.  annos  qao  warranto  nesciont. 

In  a  note :  (Postea  yeneront  homines  de  Soca  de  Gastre 
et  calmnpniayeront  prediotnm  mercatum  de  Limber^ 
croia  dizerunt  qnod  est  ad  noonmentum  mercati  sui  de 
Oastre  et  petunt  inde  remediom  qnod  Bex  perqoirat 
breve  sumptibns  eomm  etc.) 


•     •     IH  LIND8ET. 

Also  they  say  that  Hu^h  de  Beaumes  has  a  market  P. 
in  Great  Limber^  which  is  the  King's  demesne,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  King  and  his  tenants  of  Gaistor,  taking 
tonnage  of  the  King's  tenants  there,  to  their  damage 
in  58.  yearly,  and  this  he  has  done  for  12  years,  by 
what  warr^t  they  know  not. 

In  a  note :  [Afterwards  came  the  men  of  the  Soke  of 
Gaistor,  and  com|>lained  of  the  said  market  of  Limberg^ 
fbr  they  said  that  it  is  to  the  nuisance  of  their  market  of 
Gaistor^  and  they  crave  redress  that  the  King  should 
issue  a  writ  at  their  cost,  Ac] 


Wapbhtakb  op  Flaxwsll  in  Kestevsn. 


Dicunt  quod  episcopus  Lyncolie  habet  forum  apud 
LaflTord  et  capit  tolnagium  contra  jura  regia  et  con- 
suetudines  de  rebus  minutis,  ut  de  lino  caroosibus 
bovinis  et  mnltonum  et  de  corbellis  minutis  et  de  semi- 
nibus  et  aliis  hrgusmodi  extra  merohandisam,  quo 
warranto  nesciunt.  A  quo  tempore,  dicunt  quod 
tempore  Huffonis  de  Well'  episcopi,  et  levabatur 
higusmodi  toienagium  pjer  Alanum  de  Baketon  tunc 
bamvum  domini  episcopi  et  dictum  toienagium  capit 
injnote  et  contra  coronam  jam  elapsis  xl.  annis  et 
amplius. 


Also  they  say*  that  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  has  a 
market  at  Lafford,  and  takes  toll  contrary  to  the  King's 
right  and  takes  customs  of  small  wares,  as  of  flax,  and 
carcass  of  oxen  and  sheep,  and  small  baskets,  and  of 
seed  and  other  such  matters  that  are  not  merchandise 
hj  what  warrant  they  know  not :  and  concerning  the 
tune  thereof,  they  say  that  it  was  in  the  time  of  Bishop 
Hugh  of  Wells,  and  the  toll  was  levied  by  Allen  de 
Baketon,  then  bailiff  of  the  Lord  Bishop,  and  he  takes 
the  said  toll  ui^ustly  and  against  the  right  of  the  Grown 
these  40  years  past  and  more. 


P.28M. 


ViLL  OP  Gbahah  in  EIestbvsn. 


Dicunt  qnod  comes  Warren'  habet  easdem  libertates 
apud  Graham  que  Bex  habuit  ....  Gapiunt  et 
tronagiom  .  .  .  et  jam  ceperunt  per  v.  annos  et 
inde  habent  cartam  Begis  Henrici  patns  Begis  nunc. 

Item  dicunt  quod  Simon  Wachet  apud  Holm  obser- 
pavit  communem  viam  regiam  per  cathenam  ferream 
ad  dampnum  ville  et  patrie  dinudium  marce  et  capuit 
tholoneum  ad  suam  voluntatem,  nesciunt  quo  warranto. 


Earl  Warren  has  the  same  liberties  at  Graham  which  P.  288a. 
the  King  had,  and  they  take  tronage  and  have  taken 
it  for  five  years  and  have  for  it  a  charter  of  Kinir 
Henry  UL 

[The  jurors]  say  that  Simon  Wachet  at  Holme  ob-  P.  tn. 
structed  the  King's  highway  by  an  iron  chain  to  the 
damage  of  the  town  and  country  one  half  mark  and  took 
toll  at  his  will  they  know  not  by  what  warrant. 


Dicunt  quod  Bogerus  de  Stowe  ballivus  oomitiB  Lincolie 
et  ceteri  ballivi  cum  soka  de  Thoresby  impediunt  et  dis- 
triii|gunt  homines  domini  Begis  de  Grimsby  tam  in  via 
regia  quam  extra  feoda  sua  quin  possunt  libere  transire 
ot  redire  ad  villas  meroatorias  vel  alibi  ad  negotatjones 
suas  faciendas  quo  minua  districtiones  ab  eisdem  capte 
ad  eomm  voluntatem  plenarie  fuerint  redempte. 


They  say  that  Boger  de  Stowe,  bailiff  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincom,  and  the  rest  of  the  bailiffs,  with  the  Soke  of 
Thoresby,  harass  and  distrain  the  Kind's  men  of 
Grimsby,  both  on  the  King's  highway  and  beyond  their 
fees,  so  that  they  cannot  freely  pass  and  return  to  the 
merchant  towns  or  elsewhere  tor  the  doing  of  their 
merchandise  until  the  distraints  taken  by  the  same 
bailiffs  at  their  will  are  redeemed  in  ftdl. 


Dicunt  etiam  quod  ballivi  et  homines  domini  Walteri 
de  la  Linde  per  preceptum  Johannis  Malet  seneschalli 
sui  et  antecessorum  suorum  de  Leysebi  similiter  mode 
districtiones  faciunt  et  fecerunt  de  hominibus  de 
Grimsby  Ac.  .  .  .  Insuper  illos  imprisonant  et 
pisces  et  allecia  sua  capiant  et  retinent  sine  de- 
liberatione  aliqua  donee  flant  putrida. 


They  say  also  that  the  bailiff  and  men  of  Lord 
Walter  de  la  Linde  by  order  of  John  Malet,  steward 
of  himself  and  of  his  predecessors  at  Iieysebi,  in  like 
manner  make  and  have  made  distraints  upon  the  men 
of  Grimsby,  Ac.  .  .  .  And  further  that  they  imprison 
them  and  take  their  fish  and  herrings,  and  retam  the 
same  without  any  delivery  until  they  are  rotten. 


Simili  modo  Bobertus  de  Dunham  super  Trente  balli- 
vus Willielmi  de  Valence  de  G^ynesburg  similes  facit  et 
capit  districtiones  in  liberam  aquam  de  Trent,  et  insuper 
levavit  c-onsuetudinem  novam  in  predictam  aquam  et 
in  villa  de  Geynesburg'  quod  vocatur  stallagium  in  pre- 
judicium  regis  que  nunquam  fuit  levata  ante  tempus 


In  like  manner  Bobert  of  Dunham-npon-Trente,  P.S986. 
bailiff  of  William  de  Valence  of  Geynesburg  does  the 
same  and  takes  distraints  upon  the  ft«e  water  of  Trent» 
and  further  has  raised  to  the  duna^  of  the  Eling  upon 
the  aforesaid  water  and  in  the  vill  of  Geynesburg  a 
new  custom  which  is  called  stallage  which  was  never 
raised  before  his  time. 


Wapentak  de  Kirckethon  in  Holond.    [Gap.  9.] 

Dicunt  <|uod  Bobertus  Grilley  heres  Boberti  Grilley 
non  habuit  tonnagium  in  villa  de  Swin'  nisi  in 
vigilia  S.  Mathei  Apostoli  et  die  S.  Mathei  et  die 
sequent!:  custos  ejusdemheredis  perEdmundum  fratrem 
regis,  videlicet  Henricus  le  Waleis  et  sui  capiunt  tonna- 
gium per  quemlibet  diem  Jovis  et  hoc  fecerunt  .  .  . 
XX.  annis  elapsis  et  amplius  quo  warranto  nesciunt  ad 
dampnum  patrie  xx.  s.  per  annum. 

Dicunt  quod  quedam  barrera  est  facta  in  quadam 
aqua  de  Swin'  et  sustenta  per  dictum  Bobertum  et 
cnstodes  ubi  nullus  potest  transire  sine  tonnagio  quia 
omnes  dant  tonnagium  ibidem  transeuntes:  et  facta 
iuit  predicta  barrera  xv.  annis  elapsis  ad  dampnum 
patrie  xx.  s.  per  annum,  sine  warranto. 


Wapentake  of  Kirckethon  in  Holond. ,  P.  804a. 

They  say  that  Bobert  Grilley,  heir  of  Bobert  Grilley,  P.  S066i 
had  not  tonnage  in  the  vill  of  Swin,  save  on  the  eve  of 
S.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  and  on  the  day  of  S.  Matthew, 
and  the  day  following,  but  that  the  guardian  of  the 
siune  heir  by  the  gift  of  Edmund  the  King's  brother,  to 
wit,  Henry  Le  Waleis,  and  his  men,  take  tonnage  on 
every  Thursday,  and  have  done  this  for  20  years  last  past 
and  longer,  by  what  warrant  the  jurors  know  not,  to 
the  damage  of  the  country  208.  per  annum. 

The  jurors  say  that  a  certain  bar  has  been  made  in  a 
certain  water  of  Swin,  and  there  maintained  by  the  said 
Bobert  .  .  .  and  his  guardians,  where  no  man  can 
pass  by  without  tonnage  because  all  who  pass  that  way 
pay  tonnage  ;  and  the  said  bar  was  made  these  15 
years  past,  to  the  damage  of  the  country  in  20f .  per 
annum  without  warri^iti, 


H  8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BOTAL  COMMISSION  OK  XABXBT  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


LnrcoLK. 


P.  800.  Picimns  quod    onm   oives   linooUe    habent   liber- 

tatem  qjuod  nulla  trona  leyari  debet  in  comitatn  Lin- 
oolie  nisi  in  Linoolia  tantnm,  super  hoo  burgus  per 
dominum  de  Graham  tempnore  domini  Johannis  Oomilaa 
de  Warren  vii.  annis  elapais  leyaverunt  tronum  in  villa 
de  Graham,  quod  est  quod  dam  pondns  quo  lana  pon- 
deratur,  in  prejudicium  domini  regis  et  dampnum 
ciyitatis  Lincolie  x.  libras  per  annum,  quo  warranto 
nescimus.  • 

Item  eodem  modo  hotuines  de  8towe  in  tempore 
episcopi  Lincolie  qui  nunc  est  zii.  annis  elapsis  levaye. 
runt  tronum  in  prdudicium  domini  regis  et  dampnum 
ciyitatis  Lincolie  dimidium  maroe  per  annum,  set  quo 
warranto  nescimus. 

Item  abbas  deburgo  S.  Petri  et  balliyi  sui  leyaye- 
runt  et  ceperunt  noyum  theolonium,  .in  tempore  regis 
Edwardi  qui  nunc  est  ad  festum  S.  Petri  anno  regis 

g'usdem  Edwardi  secundo,  apud  Scot*  de  hominibus 
incolie  ibidem  ad  forum  yenientibus  qui  nunquam 
theolonium  ibidem  dederunt.    Quo  warranto  nescimus. 

P.  316.  Item  dicimus  quod  burgenses  de  Beyerlaoo  subtra^ 

hunt  debitas  consuetudines  ad  firmam  domini  regiti 
pertinente,  scilicet  antiquum  theoloneum  de  omnibus 
marchandisis  suis  per  cmtatem  Lincolie  transeuntibus, 
Ac. 

P.  317a.  Item  dicimus  quod  balliyi  Bpisoop  de  Oarliol  .    .    . 

capiunt  iinuste  theoloneum  de  ciyibus  Lincolie  ad 
quolibet  biudo  pellium  oyium  ii.  s.,  qui  quidem 
bindus  continot  l^iginta  et  duo  pelles,  ubi  solebant 
capere  de  centena  pellium  non  nisi  denarium  tan- 
turn,  quo  warranto  netoimus,  in  prejudicium  regis 
et  dampnum  oivitatis  per  annum  x.  marpas,  et  nihilo- 
minus  nrma  domini  regis  de  Lincolie  est  inte^  soluta, 
propter  quod  qui  semel  fuerint  balliyi  de  Linoolie  yix 
possunt  releyare  de  paupertate  yel  miseria. 

P.  320.  Item  dicimns  quod  cum  omnes  ciyes  Lincolie  fnerunt 

liberi  de  omnibus  consuetudinibus  et  demandis  in  omni 
tempore  in  nundinis  Sanoti  Botulpli,  quousque  dominus 
Petrus  de  Saway  tunc  dominus  nundinarum  tempore 
suo  dictos  ciyes  occupayerit  de  die  in  diem  et  aggrayayit 
per  potestatem  suam  et  domini  Wychardi  militis  et 
Bicardi  Lowe  balliyorum  suorum  pro  pecunia  sua 
habenda,  etoum  dioti  ciyes  retraxerint  se  dediotis  nun- 
dinis, quousque  remedium  a  domino  Begi  impetrayerunt, 
interea  yenerunt  Willlelmus  filius  Egidii  tunc  major 
Linooli^  et  Jordanus  frat^  ejus  et  Thomas  filius  Boberti 
Walterus  Brand  per  potestatem  suam  oonoesserunt  pre- 
dicto  domino  Petro  de  Sawey  unam  cartam  annui 
redditus  x.  librarum,  sine  as8ensu  et  consensu  commu- 
nitatis  Lincolie,  jam  xiy.  annis  elapis,  in  prejudicium 
Begis  et  dampnum  ciyitatis  c.  librarum.  Et  diotus 
Jordanus  filius  Egidii  tunc  dixit  coram  oommunitate 
Lincolie^quod  daret  ex  oatallis  suis  propriis  pro  semet- 
ipso  X.  libras,  antequam  perderet  nundinas  suas  de 
Sancto  Botulpho. 


We  say  thst  whereas  the  oitizens  of  LSnodn  hare  a 
liberty  that  no  tron  ought  to  be  leyied  in  the  couniy  of 
Linooin  saye  in  the  town  of  Lincoln  onl^,  neyertheleas 
the  burgesses  by  the  lord  of  Graham  in  ihe  time  of 
John  Earl  Warren  these  seyen  years  last  past  have 
leyied  tron  in  ihe  yill  of  Gn^m,  which  is  a  certain 
weight  whereby  wool  is  weighed  to  the  pr^'udioe  of  the 
Lord  King  and  the  damage  of  the  city  of  Linooin  in 
10{.  per  annum,  by  what  warrant  we  know  not. 

Likewise  in  the  same  manner  the  m^n  of  Stowe  in 
the  time  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  that  now  is  for  12 
years  last  past  haye  leyied  tron  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Lord  King  and  the  damage  of  the  city  of  Lincoln  in 
lOZ.  per  annum,  by  whativ?arrant  we  know  not. 

Also  the  Abbot  of  Peterborough  and  his  bailifTs  haye 
leyied  and  taken  a  new  toll  •  .  •  at  Scot'  from 
the  men  of  Lincoln  ffoing  there  to  the  market,  who 
neyer  haye  paid  toll  there,  by  what  warrant  wo  know 
not. 


Ako  we  sa^ir  that  the  burgesses  of  Beyerley  haye 
withdrawn  their  due  customs  pertaining  to  the  Kind's 
ferm,  to  wit^  the  ancient  toll  of  tJl  their  jntexshandise 
passing  through  the  City  of  Linooin,  ite. 

Also  we  say  that  the  bailififs  of  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle, 
•  •  •  take  toll  unjustly  of  the  citizens  of  Lincoln  2«. 
for  eyery  bundle  of  sheepskins,  each  bundle  con- 
taining &  skins,  whereas  they  used  to  take  one  penny 
only  for  a  hundred  skins,  b^  what  warrant  we  know 
not,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Kmg  and  the  damage  of  the 
city  of  Lincoln  in  10  marks  yearly,  and  yet  the  King's 
ferm  for  Lincoln  is  paid  in  ftill,  wherefore  they  mo 
haye*  once  been  bailiffs  of  Lincoln  can  hardly  rise  tram 
poyerty  and  misery. 

Likewise  we  say,  that  whereas  all  the  citizens  of 
Lincoln  were  free  firom  all  time  of  all  customs  and  de- 
mands at  the  fair  of  St.  Botolph,  nnidl  the  Lord  Peter 
de  Saway,  then  lord  of  that  fair,  attacked  the  said 
citizens  in  his  time  from  day  to  day,  and  oppressed  them 
for  the  obtaining  of  his  money  b^  his  power,  and  by  ttie 
power  of  the  lord  Wychard  and  Bichard  Lowe  his  bauiffs ; 
and  when  the  said  citizens  withdrew  themselyes  firom 
*  the  said  fair  while  they  obtained  a  nemedy  from  the 
King,  in  the  meantime  came  William^  the  son  of  Giles 
then  Mayor  of  Lincoln,  and  Jordan  his  brotiier,  and 
Thomas  the  son  of  Eobert,  and  Walter  Brand,  and  by 
their  power  they  conceded  to  the  said  Lord  Peter  cfe 
Saway  a  charter  for  an  annual  rent  of  lOZ.  without  any 
assent  or  consent  of  the  commonalty  of  Lincoln,  now 
14  yeSfrs  past,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Kinff,  and  the 
damage  of  the  cityof  lOOi.  And  the  said  Jordan,  the 
son  of  Giles,  at  that  time  said  before  the  oommonaliy  of 
Lincoln  that  he  would  giye  out  of  his  own  chattels  for 
himself  lOZ.  before  he  would  lose  his  fair  of  St.  Botolph. 
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XI. 

RoTULi  Plaoitorum  db  quo  Warranto. 
SpAcimbn  Analysis  of  Entries  as  to  Fairs  and  Markets,  with  Extracts. 

[In  this  summary,  M.  =  *^  market  claimed."  F.  =  *i  £air  claimed."  D.  =  **  disclaimer  by  party  summoned/' 
P.  =  **  daim  proved.'*  E.  =  "  claim  rejected."  A.  =  "  claim  adjourned  "  (for  a  jury,  or  for  further  argument 
or  eridence,  as  the  case  may  be). 

The  references  in  the  first  column  give  the  pages  of  the  published  Flacita  de  Quo  Warranto.] 

Ck)UMTT  OP  Bedford. 


Beferenoe. 


Manor.' 


Claimant. 


Market,  Ifair, 

or  other 
Olaim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Remilt. 


Notes. 


Flaoitade 

QuoWarrantOb 

ISBdw.I, 

P.l.Eot.1. 


|,Bot.ld. 


a^Rotld. 


StRoiS. 


8,Bot.S. 


OldWobom- 


Abbot  of 
Wobnrn« 


Friday  (at 
their  Obapd 

of  Old 
Wobum). 


Bve^dayand 
morrow  of 
theBxalta- 

tionof 
theOroas. 


HaUweU 


Potion 


TVahuUe 


Lei((htott 
Bunard. 


PrioreiBofH. 


W.de  Latimer 


J.  de  Wahulle 


AbbesBde 
Fontenrnod. 


To  be  emit  of 
ToQ. 


Free  market' 


Ch.10Hen.lU. 
April  80. 


Saturday 


Thursday 


6,Bot.4d. 


6,Bot.6. 


18»P]aoitad« 
^BotlO. 


lS,Plaoitade 
iamii% 
ao. 


Melchebume 


Oamelton  and 

Chiford 

(Bheffocd). 


Biekeleswade 


Borough  of 
Dunstable. 


Prior  of  the 
HosikofSk 

John 
of  Jeruealem 
in  England. 


Warren  de 
risle. 


Blahopof 
linootai. 


Prior  of 
Dunstable. 


M. 
F. 


of 


F. 

-withpli 

IL  and  F..  and 

tollantf 
other  things 


F. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
STDunstan. 


Friday 


Friday,**  at  a 

place  which 

is  called 

Schyford." 


Monday 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

8.  Mary 

Magdalen. 


Co.  12.  Ed.  L 
12  April 


Prescription  as 
appurtenant 
to  the  Manor. 


Oh.^Hen.m. 

Jan.  20,  was 
pleaded  on  the 
first  trial,  but 
on  the  later 
trial  prescrip- 
tion only. 

Ch.  40  Hen.  III. 
Jan.  20. 


(De< 
fault  on 
first in- 


Wednesday 

and 
Saturday. 


Ch.4eHen.III., 
Not.  14. 


Ch.  Hen.  III., 
Feb.  18. 


Ch.  Hen.  IIL 


E?e  and  day 

of  the 
Exaltation  of 

the  Cross. 
Prescription. 


Ang.l  (or 

S.  Peter  ad 

Vincula.) 


10, 11, 12  May 


Ch.oflBdC.I., 
SrdJuly. 
and  also  & 

foundation  ch. 
of  Henry  Lf 

At  first  inquiry 
the  Charter  is 
pleaded;  but 

at  second 

inquiry  seisin 

before  time  of 

memory  is  the 

onhr  title 

relied  on. 

Ch.6  John, 
JulyL 


The  abbot  produces  a 
charter  of  Hen.  I.  grant- 
ing "Soc,  Sac,  Tot.  and 
Theam  "  to  the  abbey,  but 
the  right  to  fair  and 
market  is  not  pleaded  as 
having  any  connexion 
withthis. 


Jury  find  immemorial  user, 
but  also  Qnd  the  Talue  of 
the  market,  along  with 
three  other  trancmses,  to 
be  only  ^f:  a  year. 


The  jury  in  the  second  Mai 
find  that  the  franchises 
have  been  misused  by ' 
punishing  the  transgres- 
sors of  the  assize  of  bread 
and  beer  improperly. 


The  manor  is  said  to  be 
ancient  demesne,  and  the 
abbess,  in  answer  to  In- 
terrogatories,8ays  that  she 
takes  standard  from  the 
king's  mamhal,  and  that 
she  levies  fines  of  weights 
and  measures,  referring 
these  to  a  Oh.  of  King 
John. 

The  Charter  provides  that 
it  shall  be  valid  notwith- 
standing non-user,  unless 
the  M.  and  F.  be  to  the 
damage  of  any  neighbour- 
ing M.  and  F. 

Answers  that  he  takes  stan- 
dard, flines  of  measures 
and  weights,  these  being 
stated  as  in  right,  not  of 
the  Market  but  of  the 
view  of  flrankpledge.* 


The  Ch.of  1  Bio.  L.  granted 
the  whole  borough  of  Dun- 
stable, with  Sac  Soc  Tol. 
Theam,  &c,  to  the  prior, 
and  was  alleged  as  the 
title  the  first-mentioned, 
M.  and  F.,  but  not  to  the 
second  Fair. 


*  So  in  other  manors  in  this  county. 

t  This  charter  granted  the  King's  vill  of  D.  and  its  market  with  all  liberties  and  free 
*  market  of  D.  should  have  the  King's  firm  peace  in  going  and  returning,  and  that  none 
'ton  pounds," 


I,  and  "  ordered  that  all  who  should  come  to  the 
unjustly  on  pain  of  the  forfeiture  of 
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Beference. 


Miuior. 


Claimant. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleeped. 


Time 
of  Market 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Title 
pleaded  l^ 
Claimant. 


Result. 


Notea. 


P.17.Bot.2d. 


28-96.  Rot.  6  d. 


n,Rot7 


2»-«),Bot.9d. 


85.  Rot.  IS 


86,  Rot  IS  d.  • 


88,  Rot.  16 


4SiRot.l8 


44^  Rot  18  d. 


64b  Rot  26 


Borough  of 
Bedford. 


Luton  Till     • 


Mayor  and 

community  of 

the  town  of 

Bedfbrd. 

Abbot  of  Bt 
Albans. 


Manor  deBello 
Loco. 


Camelton  and 
BhefTord. 


Blneatowe     - 


Wahull. 


Aflpele 


Menton 


Qyreletbo 

[Sflsoe.] 


Lnyton  • 


64,  Rot  80 


66,  Rot  80 


Warden  • 


Amethulle 
(AmpthiU). 


Prior  of  B. 


Robert  de 

rule. 


Abbemof 
Blfltow. 


J.  de  WahuU 


J.deGyse 


J.  de  Moatoyn 


Hujsode  Mor- 
timer. 


J.  de  Boweles 


P.  de  Sancta 
Crueeand 
A.deBt 
Amand. 


GUd  Merchant, 
Ac 


F. 


F. 


M. 
P. 


"Freefwr.' 


M. 
F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 
F. 

M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


Friday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Tneediur 


Wedneedaj 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Thursday 


"From eve  of 
Asmuniition 
to  the  hour  of 

vespers  on 
the  day  of  the 

feast,  with 

all  customs 

pertaining  to 

a  fair  ex- 

oepting  toll 
of  horses  and 
tanned  hides 
...  as  appur- 
tenant to  the 
manor.*' 

Bve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
B.  James, 
•*  with  cus- 
toms toa  fair 
pertaining. ' 


Bveanddayof 

Michaelmas 

and  six  days 

following. 

Bve  and  day 
of  the  finding 

of  the  Cross 
and  two  days 

following. 


Prescription 

and  Ch.  of 

confirmation 

by  Ric.  I. 

Prescription 


Ch.Edw.L 


Eve  and  day 

ofS.Botolph 

and  two  days 

following. 


Bve,  day,  and 

moRow.of 

Nativity 

oftheVii^ 


Bve  and  day 

of  B8.  Philip 

and  James. 


Assumption 
oftheVizgin, 


Bve.  day,  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Leonard. 


Bve,  day,  and 

morrow  of 

S.Mai7 

Magdalen. 


Ch.  Hsn.  IIL 
Ch.  Bdw.  II. 

Ch.  Hen.  II. 
Prescription 
Ch.  Hen.  ^L 

Ch.Bdw.IL 

Ch.Bdw.IL 


(Plea  that  he 
andR.FHt- 
Reginald,  a 

minor,  hold  in 


throu^  oo> 
heiresses  of 
SibiUade 
Ferrariis.) 

Ch.Bd.IL 


(Plea  of  pur- 
party,  A.  de 
Bt  A.  being 
a  minor.) 


P. 


P. 


P. 


[JVbtel.] 


The  Crown  pleaded  that  a 
fair  cannot  bn  appur- 
tenant, but  agreed  to  a 
jury  who  gave  a  verdict 
for  the  abbot. 

iNoU  9.] 


As  to  assise  of  bread  and 
beer  (which  is  dealt  with 
apart  from  the  fair),  the 
jury  find  that  the  abbot 
has  imposed  fines  of  U. 
when  he  ought  to  have 
sent  offenders  to  the 
pillory. 

Jvary  finds  that  'Bhefford 
is  a  hamlet  of  the  manor 
of  Camelton,  and  that  the 
user  had  been  lawftil. 


All  going  and  coming  to 
the  fhir  were  to  have  the 
King's  peace. 

(Note  4,'] 


The  Crown  pleaded  that 
the  claimant's  flither  had 
claimed  by  ClLof  HeivIIl. 
at  the  last  Iter. 

The  Crown  pleaded  that 
the  grant  to  A.  and  his 
heirs  of  a  fhmohise  of  flidr, 
should  not  pass  to  a  pur- 
chaser,  but  the  plea  wa« 
overruled  by  theT)ourt 


Jury  find  a  special  verdict 
that  he  has  kept  the  M. 
andF..''asftoasitlayin 
hii  power,  for  it  often  hap- 
pened that  none  came 
there  to  do  business.*' 
[J^o«»6.] 


1.  IBsdifardJ]  The  customs  claimed  are  that  they  should  have  their  merchant  guild,  with  all  its  liberties  and  customs,  and  that  those  who  are  not 
of  that  guild  may  not  do  any  merchandise  with  tbem  in  city  or  borough  or  vill.  or  in  the  socages,  .  .  and  that  they  should  have,  throughout  the 
realm,  their  laws  which  they  have  in  common  with  the  dtisens  of  Oxford,  and  do  merchandise  with  them  in  London  and  all  other  places,  and  send 
commissioners  to  Oxford  if  any  question  arises  as  to  any  judgment.  Ac,  because  they  and  the  citisens  of  Oxford  are  of  one  and  the  same  custom, 
law,  and  liberty.    In  answertointerrogatories,  they  say  that  all  burgesses  and  residents  taking  oath  to  maintain  the  town  liberties  and  the 


King's  peace  are  received  into  the  guild,  and  thereafter  sell  their  merchandise  by  retail 
burgesses  and  to  elect  mayors  or  coroners,  or  to  try  felonies  committed  at  the  fur  of  B! 
they  had  done),  and  seised  the  offices  of  mayor,  Ac,  preserving,  however,  the  other  liberties, 


The  Crown  disputed  the  right  to  admit  resident  non- 
Blnestowe  and  in  other  places  be5X>nd  their  jurisdiction  (as 


ad  manerium  prediotum  per  tempoiis  prescripcionem  sine  speciali  facto  refl^  clamare  posat ;  et  si  curia  viderit  quod  super  tarn  longeva  posaes- 
done  in  hie  casu  sit  inquirendum,  salva  domino  Regi  ratione  predicts,  petit  quod  inqniratur  qualiter  et  a  quo  tempore  predictus  aooas  et  pre* 
decessores  sui  seisiti  fnerunt  de  eadem  feria  et  si  (Uam  tenuerunt  onus  vel  diutius  quam  debuerunt  aut  alio  mode  quaro  debito  tolnetum  de 
rebus  et  mercandisis  venallbus  in  eadem  levaverunt  etc  ....  Postea  ad  tres  septimanas  Sancti  Michaelis  venit  predictus  abbas  .  .  .  et 
juratores  dicunt  super  sacramentum  suum  quoad  ....  feriam  quod  predictus  abbas  et  omnes  predecessorra  sui  a  tempore  quo  noo  extat 
memoria  seisiti  fiierunt  de    .    .    .    foria  in  forma  qua  damavit. 

8.  The  same  verdict  appears  in  several  other  cases  in  this  county. 

4.  lElnesttme.']   Bt  idem  Rex  precepit  quod  feriam  illam  bene  et  in  pace  teneant  et  omnes  illi  qui  venerint  ad  eandem  feriam  flrmam  paoem 
suam  hsbeant  in  eundo  et  redeundo  ne  aliqua  illis  flat  injuria  vel  contumelia  super  forisfkoturam  Regis. 

6.  [Ifardo*.]    Juratores   .   .   .   quo  ad  meroatum  et  feriam  dicunt  quod  idem  J.,  a  tempore  confeotionis  carte  predicte  ei  inde  fhetc  »>"■ 
est  meroato  et  feria  prediotis  debite  in  tantnm  quod  in  ipso  tait,  quia  mnltodens  evenit  qnod.tempore  nercati  et  ferie  nemo  venit  ad  aliquod  ibic 
negociandum.  • 
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Market.  Fair, 

Time 
of  Market. 

Time  and 

Title 

Reference. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

or  other 
CUim  alleged. 

Duration  of 
Pair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.  67.  Rot.  33  - 

Weston 
Tregcz. 

Isolda  Ingo   • 

M. 
F. 

Monday 

Eve,  day,  and 
morrow  of 
the  Transla- 
tion of 
S.  Thomas 
Martyr. 

Ch.  Ed.  I. 

P. 

70.  Ret.  85       - 

Stanewyjc      - 

Abbot  of 

"To  have  there 

.        .        - 

.        -        • 

The  n:  ensures 

P. 

PeUsr  borough. 

a  bushel,  half- 
bushel,  anllon, 

half-galkn, 
quArter-gallon, 

named  (except 

the  ell)  are 

rUumedas 

pertaining  to 

(exnept 
as  to 

ell.  Ac) 

and  other    meawurej    ui 
other  manors  where  the 
abbot    has  Market    and 
Pair  is  specially  re8er>«i. 
(NoteO.] 

ell.  and  all 

the  view  of 

other  measures 

ftonkpledge. 

and  weights 

for  the  correc- 

ncoording to 

tion  of  the 

the  Khig's 

assize  of  bread 

standard  by 

and  beer. 

the  mtmsure 

of  the 

Marshal,  and 

to  take  Anes  of 

measurejt  and 

weights 

condemned." 

75.  Rot.  37       • 

Yevole   -       - 

J.Castelyn    - 

M. 

Thursday 

Ch.  Hen.  III. 

P. 

The  Crown   demanded    a 
jury  trial  **  w hether  he  has 
the  instruments  of  judi- 
cial    punishmnnt     per- 
taining to  u  market,"  and 

1 

the  verdict  is  that  there 

i 

has  been  proper  user. 
l2fote  7.] 

6.  IStanexcyg.  \  Et  quo  ad  predicta  mensums  ct  pondcra  dicit  [abbas]  quod  ipse  habet  visum  franciplegii  ad  quern  hujusmodi  mensure  el 
poudera  sunt  acceNsona  pro  a&sisa  panis  et  cerivisie  observanda:  et  eo  warauto  elamat  ipse  ponderaet  mensura  sillas  ad  custodiam  assise  predicte 
pertinenk'M»ot  omittit  clamium  suum  hiodc  uluis  etaliis  ponderibus  salvo  sibi  inde  elamio  auo  pro  mercatiset  foriisqua!*  habet  in  alii.n  oomitatibas. 

7.  {^SouthgioeWl  Et  super  boo  R.  de  A.  qui  sequitur  pro  domino  Regi  petit  quod  inguiratursi  idem  Johannes  habeat  judicialia  ad  mercatum 
perttnentia  etc.  .  .  .  ideo  venit  inde  jurata  .  .  .  qui  dicunt  .  .  .  quod  predicti  G.  et  J.  a  tempore  confectionis  carte  predicte  etc. 
•   .   .   usi  sunt  libertatibus  predictis  tamquam  ad  predictum  manerium  pertineutibus  et  hoc  debito  modo. 


County  op  Cambridge. 


Reference. 


Manor. 


Claimant. 


Market,  Pair. 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Pair. 


Title 
.  Claimant. 

Result. 

Ch.  Hen.  II.  - 

P. 

(In  right  of  a 
minor.) 

A. 

Prescription  - 

P. 

Ch.  Hen.  III., 
prescription. 

P. 

Ch.Edw.I.    - 

P. 

Ch.  Hen.  III. 

P. 

Notes. 


Phicita 

domini  Regis, 

27Bdwrr., 

p.  90.  Rot.  27. 

100.  Rot.  27  d.  - 


100.R.27d.  - 

102.R.28d.  - 

10S.R.20 

10i.R.29d.  • 


Bemewell     • 

Bodekeshom  • 

Fulme   - 
Ikelington    • 

Cloptou 
Swave^eye     • 


Prior  of 
Barnwell. 


Earl  of  Glou- 
cester and 
others. 

E.  de  PUiz    • 

Prioress  of 
Ickleton. 


Robert  de  Ho. 
Al.  laZouch  • 


P. 


Eve  and  day 
ofS. 

Ethelred  and 
twodflo^s 
following. 


M. 
M. 
P. 


M. 
P. 


Monday 


Thursday 


(Weekly.   No 
day  named.) 

Tuesday 


(Yeariy.  No 
any  named.) 


(3  days. 
Not  named.) 


A     55729. 
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ROYAL   COMMISSION  ON   MARKET   RIGHTS  AND   TOLLS: 


County  of  Cornwall. 


Reference. 


yiao.  de  Jur. 

et  Ass.  et 

de  Corona, 

SO  Sdw.  I., 

p.  108. 

108 


108 


Manor. 


Claimnnt. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


St.  Genuain'b     Prior  of  St.  G.  ,      M.  and  F. 


Lananta 


W. de  Botereus       M.  and  F. 


Boterelescastel  W.deBotereuM 
[Boscastle.] 


108 


108 


i0» 
109 


109 


110 
110 
110 

110 
111 


Penrhyn 

Helleston 

Mousehole 
Tresoni 


Modeshole     - 


Kiicampton  • 

Oalweton 

Bodmyn 

Loo 
Truveru 


Thos.  Bp.  of  I  M.  and  F.,  and 
Exeter.        "  free  burgh  and 
all  that  pertains 
I    to  M.  and  F. 
and  burgh." 


Burgesses 

H.  Tyayg 
H.dePomeray 


J.  de  Arundel 


R.  de  Qrenvill 
Reg.  de  Ferrars 


Prior  of 
Bodmyn. 


W.  de  Bodrygan 
T.  do  Pridias 


Merchant 

guild  and 

other  borough 

fhinchisea. 

M.  and  F. 

M.  and  toll  and 

assise  of  bread, 

Ac. 


F.  V. 


M. and  F. 


M. 

M.  and  F. 
M.andF. 

M.  and  F. 


M.  and  F.. 

and  borough 
liberties  in  T. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Evo,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Jamee  the 
Apostle,  and 
eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.Leonard. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

Prescription  - 

P. 

Ch.Edw.L   - 

P. 

Prescription  - 

P. 

M.andF.  by 

Charter  of 

Henry  in.  and 

the  rest  by 

prescription. 

P. 

Ch.  of  John  as 

to  guild,  and 

prescription  as 

to  the  rest. 

P. 

Ch.  Edw.  I. 

P. 

Ch.Hen.CIII.] 
as  to  market 
and  fairs  and 

prescription  as 
to  the  pest. 

P. 

Ch.  Hen.  [III]. 

P. 

The  Crown  pleaded  that  as 
the  Defendant  was  a  pur- 
chaser from  the  heir  of 
the  grantee,  the  King's 
Charter  to  the  grantee  and 
his  heirs  had  lapsed,  but 
the  plea  was  not  sustained. 

Prescription 

P. 

Ch.  Hen.  IIL 

P. 

Prescription 

P. 

Cb.  Hen.  III. 

P. 

Prescription 
for  M.andF.  in 

ancestors  of 

I.  de  Bipariis, 

Ac. 

P. 

As  to  the  borough  Uberties, 

appeared  and  pleaded  a 
Charter  of   Reginald  E. 
of  Cornwall,  who  granted 
the  liberties  claimed  to 
his  burgesses  of  T. :  and 
this  was  allowed. 
INote  8.] 

8.  I  Trur^K']  Thomas  Pridyas  summonitua  fuit  ad  respondendum 
domino  Regi  de  placito  quo  waranto  clamat  haben'  sok  vt  sak  tol  et 
them  infangenethef  visum  franciplegii  et  ea  que  ad  visum  pertinent  et 
emendas  assise  panis  et  cerevisie  fracte  mercatum  et  feriam  in  manerio 
suo  de  Truveru :  et  quod  bui^nses  sui  de  Tniveru  non  placitent  in 
hundredo  nee  in  comitatu  neo  inaliqna  summonitione  eant  ad  placitan- 
dnm  alicubi  extra  villam  de  Truveru :  et  quod  quieti  sint  de  tneoloneo 
dando  per  totam  Comubiam  in  feriis  et  mercatis  et  ubicunque  venerint 
et  vendiderint.  .  .  et  Thomas  venit  etc.  .  .  .  et  quo  ad  visum 
fnmciplegii  emendendum  (sic)  assise  panis  et  c^rvisie  fracto  mercatum 
et  fenam  dicunt  quod  J.  ae  Ripariis  oujus  assignatus  ))redictus  T.  de 
P.  est  etc.  .  .  .  et  omnes  antecessores  ...  in  manerio  suo  de 
'i'ryru  predictislibertatibususi  sunt  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria: 
postea  noc  idem  compertum  est  per  inquisitionem  etc. :  ideo  predictus 
T.  inde  sine  die  salvo  etc.  Et  quo  ad  alias  libertates  videlicet  sok  et  sak 
tol  et  them  infangenethef :  et  quod  burgenses  de  Truru  non  piadtent 
m  hundredo  nee  in  comitatu  extra  villam  de  Truru  predictam  etc :  et 
quod  quieti  sint  de  theoloneo  per  totam  Cornubiam  ubicumque  etc. : 
veniunt  predicti  bui^enses  et  dicunt  quod  ipsi  clamant  predictas  liber- 
tates per  cartam  Reginald!  quondam  comitis  Comubie  qui  eas  eisdem 
burgensibus  dedit  et  concessit :  et  dicunt  quod  dominus  Henri(;us  Rex 
proavus  domini  Regis  nunc  et  dominus  Rex  nuno  oonArmaverunt  eis 
eaHdem  libertates  per  cartas  quas  profenint  et  que  hoc  idem  testantur : 
deo  predicti  burgenses  quo  ad  hoc  inde  sine  die  salvo  et^ 


Thomas  Pridiss  was  summoned  to  answer  the  Lord  King  by  what 
warrant  he  claims  to  have  soc  and  sac  tol  and  team  infiugthef,  view  of 
frankpledge  and  all  that  to  such  view  pertains,  and  the  pumshment  for 
the  breach  of  the  assise  of  bread  and  oeer.  and  market  and  fair,  in  his 
manor  of  Truro :  and  that  his  burgesses  of  Truro  should  not  plead  in 
hundred  court  or  county  court,  nor  go  on  anv  summons  to  plead  any- 
where outside  the  vill  of  Truro :  and  that  they  should  be  free  of  the 
payment  of  toll  throughout  Cornwall  in  all  fairs  and  markets*  and 
wherever  they  travel  or  selL  .  .  .  And  Thomas  comes,  Ac.  .  .  . 
and  as  to  the  view  of  frankpledge,  punishment  for  assize  of  bread  and 
beer,  market  and  fair  [he  and  his  fellow  claimants]  say  that  J.de  Rivers 
whose  assign  the  said  T.  de  P. is  .  .  .  and  all  his  ancestors  .  .  . 
have  used  the  said  franchises  in  their  manor  of  Truro  from  time  imme- 
morial :  and  the  same  was  afterwards  found  by  inquisition  :  therefore 
let  the  said  Thomas  go  without  a  day.  saving  [the  right  of  tne.King].&o. 
And  as  to  the  other  liberties,  to  wit.  soo  and  sac  and  tol  and  team,  and 
that  the  burgesses  of  Truro  should  not  plead  in  hundred  or  county 
beyond  the  said  vill  of  Truro,  &c. :  and  that  they  should  be  quit  of  toll 
throughout  the  whole  of  Cornwall  wheresoever,  kc. :  the  said  burgesses 
come  [before  the  court]  and  say  that  they  themselves  claim  the  said 
liberties  by  a  charter  of  Reginald,  formerly  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who 
granted  and  conceded  them  to  the  burgesses  of  Truro :  and  they  say 
that  the  Lord  King  Henry,  (Treat  grandfather  of  the  now  King,  and  the 
Lord  the  King  now  reigmng.  have  conferred  unto  them  the  same 
liberties  by  their  charters  wnich  they  produce  and  which  testify 
accordingly :  therefore  let  the  said  bunresses  as  to  these  matters  go 
without  a  day*  saving  [the  right  of  the  King],  &c 
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CouNTT  OF  Cumberland. 


Beference. 


Manor. 


Claimant. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Noto»«. 


Placita  de  Quo 

Warranto  ct 

de  Baj^eman, 

20  Edw.  I., 

p.  113,  Bot.  i. 


Do. 


Do. 


115  Bot.  3 


116  Rot.  3d.    - 


119  Bot.  6 
Do. 


Terra  de 
Coupelaund. 


Ef^remund    • 


Renglas 
[BaTcnglajM.] 


Crosthweyt 


Thomas  de 
Multon'. 


Do. 


Do. 


Countess      of 
Albemarle. 


Theolonium 

Thour'thol  and 

Pre-emption, 

Keltol  (t.e.,toll 

of  ships),  and 

toll  of  all 

merchandise 

sold  in  all 

ports. 

M. 

F. 


F. 
M. 
M. 


Prescription 


Wygeton       -  I  J.  de  Wygeton 


Kokermue     - 
fCockermouth] 


Craystok 


J.  de  Craystok ' 


Wednesday 


Saturday 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

the  Nativity 

of  the  Virgin. 


Charter  of 
Hen.  III. 


Prescription 
Do. 


M. 

F. 


Tuenday 


Countess  M.  and  F. 

Albemarle. 


M. 
F. 


Monday 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

the  Nativity 

of  the  Virgin. 


Oh.  4«  IT.  III.        P. 

Prt'scription  P. 

t 
Ch.of29H.Iir.! 


-    Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
the  Transla- 
tion of 
S.  Edward. 


(\ot€  0.) 


Plea:  "That  she  holds  no 
market  there,  but  she  sajv 
that  the  men  of  that  Ti> 
cinage  assemble  there  on 
feant  days  at  the  church, 
and  sell  their  meat  and 
bread,  but  she  does  not 
receive  there  any  toll  or 
stallage  or  any  other  pro- 
fit," and  verdict  accord- 
ingly. 

(.Vo^lO.) 


120  Rot.  5  d.    -  j  Lydel  • 


121  Rot.  II).      -  ,  Carlisle 


John  Wake 


M. 
F. 


Tue^sday 


Ch.  51H.  111. 


-    Eve.day,  andj 
•J  (Inys  after 
Exaltation  of  [ 
the  Cross. 


Mayor  and  Mum^'c  of 

Cummonalty.       merchandise 
,  for  sale  in  the 

town,  and 
iM.and  F.  snd  a 
*•  free  gild,"  &c. 


12*2  Rot.  n  d.  -     Kirkoswald  -     T.  de  Mblton 


T.  de  Der- 


M. 
F. 


Thursilay 


Cli.  2  John     -        A. 


S.  Oswald's 
(lay. 


.     r-.h  i  Kfl.  I. 


(They  say  their  charters 
are  burnt  and  decline  to 
refer  to  the  record :  there- 
fore seized  by  the  King 
and  valued.) 

[See  the  particulars  in 
Note  11.1 


The  King's  Attorney  pleads 

fhjit  h*-  n».v  tnVeit  toL 
Horl  n\»''S  of  iiMbizc  of 
bi'««d.  k\ .  oth'^r^^is*'  than 
w-  Xuc  «'harr<M-  h11<»wh  or 
H^  r''^i'T«in.'«  to  m«ik**t  »rid 
fail  :  h\ii  tlw  vprdi'" 
nPK'»*tivf'<  t hi"'. 


s».  H'(yptlmid.'\  Thomas  flliiiH  Lambert!  de  Multon  sumuionitUM  .  .  .  tiuo  wamnto  clamat  hab^^ie  .  .  .  tn«H)loneuni  thurcfkl  bovrt*  u 
disjkMsitoribuH  pre  disseisina  factis,  priroam  enip<'ioTiom  de  quibnscumiue  rebus  venalibus  tam  venientibus  per  ten-am  cjuani  per  aqiinra  .  .  .  per 
totaraterram  de  Coupelaund  exceptis  villis  dc  Dene  etc.  .  .  .  ot  quo  wamnto  clamat  habere  keltol  et  thooloneum  do  omnibus  mercimoniis 
venditia  in  omnibus  portubus  in  Ormpelaund  .  .  .  t^t  habere  mercatuui  et  furcaa  apud  Egreraund  et  feriani  apud  Renglas  .  .  .  dicitquod 
t'lamat  Imberetheoloneum  thurtol  lK»ves  etc.  et  primuni  empcionora  etc.  .  .  .  clamat  eciam  habere  keletol  videlicet  theoloneum  de  nuvibus  et 
theoloneum  de  omnibus  mewimoniis  venditis  etc.  .  .  .  clamat  et  habere  merc« turn  per  diem  Sabbati  ct  gibettum  ab  antique  et  feriam  apud 
llenglas  .  .  .  ot  ipseet  onuies  antecessores  sui  a  tempore  quo  non  exiat  memoria  u.«'i  sunt  hujiu«modi  libertate,  etc.  (And  in  another  part  of  the 
pleadings  he  refers  his  liberties  to  the  time  of  AVilliam  the  Conqueror.) 

1«.  X Crosthweyt.']  (licit  quod  ipsa  non  habct  ibi  mercatum  etc.  sed  tlicit  quotl  homines  de  visneto  illo  dicbus  festivis  conveniunt  ibi  ad 
ecclesfam  et  vendunt  ibi  carnes  et  piseem  etc.  set  ipsa  non  pereipit  ibi  tolnetum  seu  stallagiuui  nee  aliquod  aliud  prollcuum  [mercatij  .  .  . 
(verdict accordingly,  and  acquittal). 

11.  [  ikirliih.']  Major  et  communitas  Carliol  summouiti  etc.  .  .  .  quo  waranto  elaniant  eapere  muragium  quibuscunque  rebus  et  mercimoniis 
vendioione^expositis  m  villa  ni-e<licta  :  et  quo  waranto  clamant  hal>ere  mercatum  et  feriaui,  libemm  gildaii:,  emendas  etc.  in  Carliol    .    .    .         .  . 

Et  major  etc.  dicuot  quotl  tempore  quo  Henricus  Rex  proavus  doniini  Regis  imnc  teuuit  preclictam  villam  in  manu  sua  qui  illani  dimisit 
burgensibus  ejusdem  vine  ad  tinnam  etc.  dimisit  ipse  illis  predictam  villam  simulcum  predictis  libertatibusexcepta  tantum  libera  giida.  quam 
postea  perquisiverunt  ^r  cartam  douiini  Regi.s. 

Et  quesitum  est  ab  eis  qnaliter  volunt  hoe  verillcare :  dicuut  quod  carte  sue  combuste  sunt :  Pt  quesiti  si  volunt  vocani  recoruum  rotulorum  .,  . 
adwarantiam  .  .  dicuut  quod  non,  et  parati  sunt  verificare  per  patriam  quod  8«'mpcr  sic  usi  sunt  predietis  libertatibus  a  tempore  predicto 
rlimissionis  eis  facte  .  .  .  e*  <iuia  nichil  oscendunt  .  .  .  cousidenitum  est  quod  predicte  libt«rtates  capiantur  in  maiium  domlni  Regis  ad 
voluntatem  ipsi us  domini  Regis  etc.    .    .    .    et  predicta  villa  cum  libertatibiui  suis    .    .    .    liberatur  W.  de  IJoyvill  custodiouda  quousquo  etc. 

Kt  juraUires  certiflcent  de  v.ilore  in  omnibus  exitibus  etc.  et  jurati  testantur  quod  tolnetum  intrinsicum  et  forinsocum  valent  per  annum 
trigiiita  et  qunuiue  libms  :  ct  llrnia  nu*nsumruni  valet  iK»r  anrniui  m^to  linras  tresdecnn  solidoset  (juattuor  denarios  ,  .  et  gilda  mcrcatonavalet 
per  annum  quatlingiuUa  solidos  ;  et  gavelyeld  valet  |>er  annum  trigiuti  soliUos  etc, 

I  i! 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MA1:KET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Beferoncc. 


Manor. 


Claimiint. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


P.  123.  Rot.  12 


124.  Rot.  12  d. . 


196.  Rot.  18  d. 


126.  Rot.  IS  d.  • 


28.  Rot.  15  d.  • 


Its.  Rot  16     - 


Seton 


Ireby 


Hey  ton 


Brampton 


fiothecastle  • 


Lemington 


T.  dc  Culewcnn 


R.  do  Brus 
and  Chris- 
tiana his 
wife. 


W.    de   Mul- 
castre. 


MatilladeGU- 
leslaund. 


J.  de   Swine- 
bume. 


R.  de  Kirkc- 
bride  and 
othen. 


M. 

P. 

"ABnijBe  .  .  . 

tumbril  and 

pillory." 


M. 

P. 

(and  asaiae  of 
bread). 


M. 
P. 


M. 

P. 

(and  aAsize  of 

bread,  "as 

annexed  to 

the  M.  and  P.") 

M. 

P. 


M. 
P. 


I 
Time  and    |  Title 

Duration  of  <  pleaded  by 

Pair.        I  Claimant. 


Result. 


Notes. 


Thursday 


Tliursday 


Tuesday 


Tuesday 


Monday 


Thursday 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

8.  Peter 

ad  Vincula. 


Eve,  day,  and 
morrow  of 
8.  Matthew. 


Eve,  day,  and 

morrow  of 

8.  Mary 

Magdalen. 


Eve  and  day 

of  beheading 

of  8.  John 

Baptist. 


Eve,  day,  and 
8  days  alter 
Nativity  of 
the  Virgin. 

Eve,  day,  and 
8  days  after 

8.  Barnabas. 


Eve,  day, 

and  morrow 

88.  Peter  and 

Paul. 


Oh.  8  Ed.  L  . 

P. 

21  Ch.  H.  IIL 

P. 

Ch.6.Edw.L 

Cfh.  87.  H.  IIL 

P. 

Ch.7Ed.L  - 

P. 

Ch.46H.m. 

R. 

Oown  plea  "  that  assize  of 
"  bread  and  beer  and  tuic- 
'*  bril  and  pillory  are  not 
"  included  m  the  Charter 
"  pleaded.'*  The  claim  was 
then  amended  by  saying 
that  the  Claimant  has 
assise,  Ac.  on  other  days 
than  Thursday  by  pre- 
scribtion.  But  without 
deciding  this,  the  Court 
held  that  the  assise  tum- 
bril and  pillory  were  ••  an- 
nexed to  the  market  and 
ftiir." 

[JVirftfl2.] 

[The  Charter  grants  M. 
and  P.  *•  with  all  liberties 
"  and  free  ciuttoms  tosuch 
*•  a  M.  and  P.  belonging  **— 
"et  sic  clamat  emondas 
aitsiso"— and  this  is  not 
disputed  by  the  Crown.] 


Jury  And  non-user  of  the 
M.  and  P. 


12.  ISeton."]    Et  T.  venit  et  dicit  quod  ipse  clamat  omnes  prediotas  libertates  sicut  in  brevi  oontinentur  per  cartam  domini  Regin  nunc  datam 

anno  regni  sui  8**  quara  profertetquo  testatur  quod  idem  dominus  Rex  concessit    .    .    .    patri  predirti  T unnm  roerratuni  apud 

nianerium  suum  de  Seton  singulis  septimanis  p«»r  diem  Jovis  et  unam  feriam  ibidem  singulis  annis  per  trps  dies  etc.  cum  omnibus  libertatihuK  et 
liberis  consuetudinibus  ad  hujusmodi  mercatum  et  feriam  ])ertinentibus  etc  .  .  .  et  W.  Ing^  pro  domino  Rege  dicit  quod  einende  assine 
minis  et  corevide  ftacte  tnmberellum  et  pilorium  que  predictus  T.  modo  clamat  non  continentur  in  predicta  carta  et  petit  judicium  pro  domino 
Reqge  etc.  et  petit  quod  inquiratur  .  .  qualiter  usus  etc.  .  .  jurati  dicunt  super  sacramentum  »uum  quod  ipse  et  ouines  autcco^sorfh  sui  a 
tempore  date  prpdictie carte  usi  sunt  predictislibert atibus  sicut  ipse  clamat  etc.  ideo  ad  judicium.  Postea  .  .  .  anno  Roj^is  nunc  21  •""  .  .  . 
venit  preoictus  T.  et  R.  de  Heirham  qui  seqiiitur  pro  domino  Rege  .  .  .  i)etit  quod  T.  dicat  expresse  si  clamat  emondas  asMise  pan  k  et  cerpviRi« 
fracte  singulis  diebus  septimane  ^utoritate  predicta  vel  diebus  mercati  et  ferie :  et  T.  dicit  quod  ipse  chiraat  eniendas  tu»\m  panis  et  (M-rivi^iiu  trai>to 
singulis  diebus  mercati  et  ferie  auctoritato  predictc  carte  et  emendas  assise  cerevinie  fracte  per  totum  annum  ab  antiquo,  et  dirit  quod  ipi^c  et 
omnes  etc.  a  tempore  quo  etc.  similiter  usi  sunt  etc.,  et  hoc  paratus  est  veriflcaro  sicut  curia  considoraverit  .  .  .  et  ()uod  predictUM  T. 
ostendit  cartam  domini  Regis  nunc  et  predicte  libertates  quas  predictus  T.  clamat  sunt  annexe  morcato  et  ferie  etc.  consideratum  est  quod 
predictus  T.  eat  ad  presens  inde  sine  die  salvo  etc. 


COXTNTY   OF   DeHBY. 


Reference. 


Manor. 


Claimant. 


Plac.  de  Quo 

Warranto, 

4  Kilw.  1 1 1., 

P.  133. 

Hegham 
[Higham.] 

n.  de  Gray    - 

Market,  Pair. 

or  other 

Time 
of  Market. 

Time  anil 

Title 

Chum  alleged 
in  the 

Duration  of 
Pair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

Crown  AVrit. 

31. 

Wednesday 

rrcscripiion  - 

-  '  Jury  find  that  he  has  UMcd 

J-. 

• 

Eve,  dny, 
and  uiorro*v 

M.  and  P.  irora  tin»e,  Ac, 
but  has  lined  for  l>lVJlche^ 

of  S.  VoU^r 

of    assizo   of    biead    on 

ad  Vinenb. 

market  and  lair  davs 
instead  of  using  pillory- 
therefore  ihe  M.  and  K. 
ar.;  seized  by  the  King. 
Hnd  re.itored  on  Vww  of 

2  marks  (under  a  general 

wmnnssion      in       that 

behalf). 

iNote  18.] 

13.  lIIighamA  H.  do  Grey  summonitus  .  .  ,  quo  waranto  clamat  habere  in  manerio  suo  de  Shirlond  infanvethef  furcas  vismm  francipl  'gii 
etc.  .  .  .  et  habere  mercatum  ftpud  Hexham  infi  a  mancriumprediclum  singulis  ^eptiraanis  per  diem  Mercuriietunani  leriam  ibidem  etc.  .  .  . 
et  H.  venit  et  quo  ad  etc.  dicit  quod  ipse  et  omnes  antecessores  sui  et  omnes  qui  predictum  manerium  tenuenint  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria 
habuerunt  infangethef  .  .  .  mercatum  et  feriam  prout  superius  clamatum  est  etc.  tamquam  eidem  manerio  pert inentia  etc  .  .  etW.de 
Denum  qui  sequitur  pro  domino  Rege  dicit  quod  proairtus  H.  non  ha\>et  pillorium  m-c  turabrellum  in  mnnerio  suo  pn^dicto :  dicit  etiam  quod 
idem  H.  semper  usus  est  punire  illos  qui  delinqutrunt  in  articulis  visus  franciplegii  per  poenam  pecunianam  et  nunqi.um  com  ad  judicimn  pillorii 
nee  tumbrelli,  et  hoc  petit  quod  inquiratur  nro  Rege :  petit  etiam  quod  inquiratur  pro  rege  qualiter  predictus  H.  u^us  e«t  libertatibus  predictis 
etc.  Ideoinquiratur  pro  Rege  si  predictus  H.  habeat  oranea  libertates  superius  clnmatas  per  titulum  prcscriptionis  etc.  et  qualiter  etc.  .  .  . 
usi  sunt  etc.  .  ,  J uratores  dicunt  .  .  .  quod  predictus  H.  et  antecessores  sui  et  omnes  qui  predictum  manerium  de  Shirlandtenuomut  a 
tempore  etc.  sine  interruptione  habuerunt  inrangthef  furcas  visum  franciplegii  et  parcum  et  nimiliter  habuerunt  in  codem  manerio  apud  Heirham 
mercatum  et  feriam  in  for  ma  qua  superius  dauuitum  est  sine  interruptione,  et  bene  illis  usi  sunt  etc.,  excepto  quod  ipse  semper  usus  est  punire 
illos  qui  delinquerunt  infivccione  a^siiie  panis  die  mercati  et  diebus  fene  etc.  per  penam  pecunianam  et  nunquam  ponere  eos  ad  judicium  pillorii 
sen  tumbrelli  .  .  .  ideo  predicti  libertates  visus  franciplegii  mercati  et  ferie  capiantur  in  umnum  domini  Regis  etc.  Postea  venerunt 
.  .  .  et  fecerunt  ♦Inem  cum  domino  rege  de  duabun  marcis  pro  predictis  libertatibus  predicti  H.  rehabendis :  ideo  rohabeat  prediotas  libertates 
ntendum  illis  modo  quo  decet :  et  sciendum  quod  finis  iste  admittitur  virtute  cujusdam  brevis  justiciariis  hie  missi  de  finibus  in  hqJusmcdi  casu 
recipiendis.    Ideo  piodictiis  H.  quo  od  lilMTtat<*s  prcdictas  ot  omnes  alias  libertates  superius  clamatas  ad  presens  inde  sine  die  salvo  etc. 
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Reference. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

Market,  Pair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

Time 
of  Market. 

Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 

Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

r.  IM      .      . 

Alferton 
[Alfreton.] 

T.  de    Chau. 
worth. 

M. 
P. 

Monday     - 

•        •        • 

Eve  and 

day  of 

S.  Margaret. 

Ch.    1«    July 
36   H.  III. 
(fiiir  being  a 
day  longer.) 

• 

The  like- ftne  20s. 
INots  14,J 

136 

^6SS^.]- 

Abliotof 
Darlfy. 

M. 
P. 

Wednesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Helena. 

Ch.  of  25  Nov. 
SB  H.  III. 

137 

Ilkeston 

Nic.  de 
Cautilupo. 

BI. 
P. 

Thursday 

Eve  and  day 

of  the 
Assumption. 

Ob.  of  10  Apr. 

S6  H.  iii: 

•       « 

Verdict  that  he  holds  the 
P.  if  any  come,  but 
there  is  no  access  of 
buyers  and  sellers  :  but 
he  claims  right  of  pillory 
and  tumbril  in  right  of 
M.  and  F.,  and  puni^hes 
the  breach  of  assize  on 
M.  and  F.  days  in  the 
aforesaid  manner ;  there- 
fore seized,  snd  tine  of 
2  marks. 

138 

Bauqnell 
[Bakewell.] 

J,  Gemoun 

P. 

15  days  from 

eve  of 
SB.  Philip 
and  James. 

•          •          ■ 

R. 

Seized. 

139 

Cestrcfeld  and 

Scarverdalo. 

[Chesterfield.] 

T.leWako 

M. 
P. 

P. 
"Toll  of  mer- 
chants having 
iron  forges  and 
of  all  other 
merchandise 
in  the  Wapen- 
take.'**^ 

Saturday 

8daysfW>m 
theExAltation 
of  the  Cross. 

8  days  from 

eve  of  Palm 

Sunday. 

A. 

« 

130-40   - 

Ropyndon     - 

- 

M. 
P. 

Wednesday 

"  Ist  July  ' 

- 

A. 

140 

Bauquell 

I.,  son  of 
W.  Gemoun. 

31. 
P. 

Monday 

•        •        • 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Assumption. 

Prescription 

P. 

Detailed  verdict  given  aa 
to  rates  of  toll. 
.[A^otoia.] 

14.  l^Alfteton,^  T.  de'  Ch.  Hummonitu.^  .  .  .  quo  waranto  clamat  habere  ...  in  manerio  suo  de  Alferton  .  .  .  liberum  mercatum 
singulis  septimanis  per  diem  Lune  et  unam  feriam  singulis  annis  per  duos  dies  duraturam  videlioet  in  vigilia  et  in  die  Sancte  Margarete  ete.  et 
T.  p3r  R.  de  M.  attornatum  suum  venit,  et  quo  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  habeuda  iu  predicto  manerio  suo  .  .  .  dioit  quod  dominus  Henricus 
quondam  rex  etc.  proavus  d<»mini  RrCxis  nunc  per  carla*ti  suam  concessit  .  .  .  quod  ipse  et  eorum  heredes  imperpetuum  habeant  imuni 
iiiercatuui  apud  Alferton  in  romitaui  isto  siitKulis  septimanis  perdiom  lunu  et  q^iiod  hahc^ant  ibidem  unam  feriaut  singulis  annin  per  tres  dies 
duraturam  videlicet  in  vigilia  et  in  die  et  in  crasti no  Sancta)  Margarete  nisi  mercatum  ilium  et  feria  ilia  sint  ad  nocumentum  vicinorum 
mercatorum  et  vicinnrnm  feriarum:  et  profert  eartam  .  .  .  quse  premissa  testatur  .  .  .  cuius  datum  est  sextodecimo  die  Julii  anno 
regni  Hui  tricHHimo  sexto  etc.  .  .  .  et  eo  Wirantoclam&t  predictH  mercatum  el  forian  .  .  .  et  w.  d«)  Denum  qui  nequitur  pro  Rege  pelit 
qiiod  iiiquiratur  .  .  .  qiialifer  ususest  predictis  meroatoet  feriaa  bcmpom  concessionis  prediotte  etc.  et  si  haO^ipillonum  et  tiirobrellum  iu 
eodom  manerio  per  que  delinquentes  contra  assisaia  panis  et  cervij^ie  etc.  dlebus  merrati  et  ferie  puniri  deltent.  .  .  Jurati  dicunt  .  .  . 
quo  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  .  .  .  quod  idem  T.  et  autecessores  sui  a  tempore  oonoessionis  eorundem  bene  usi  sunt  mercato  et  feria  predictis 
exeepto  tumen  quod  idem  T.  et  antecessores  sui  semper  usi  sunt  amerciare  delinquentes  c«mtra  avi^isam  pauis  et  Ofrvisie  fracte  diebus  meroati 
et  ferie  adeo  bene  tercia  vice  et  pluries  sicut  prima  vice  vel  secunda  et  nunquam  ponere  eos  ad  judicium  pillorii  seu  tumbrelli  que  habet  in 
predicto  manerio ratione predictorum  mercatiet  ferie:  ideo pnedicta  mercatum  et  feria  capiantur  in  manum  domini  Regis  etc.  Posiea  .  .  . 
finem  cum  domino  Rege  de  viginti  »olidis  pro  pr<Hiicti8  meroato  ei  feria  rehabendis.  Ideo  idem  T.  rebabeat  mercatum  et  feriam  prediota  utenda 
illis  mode  quo  decet.    £t  sciendum  quod    .    .    admittitur  rirtute  cujuadam  brevis  {.ut  supra],    Et  T.  inde  sine  die  saivo  etc. 

15.  lUkeston."]  Et  quo  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  et  warennam  superius  damata  dicunt  Uurati]  quod  idem  N.  habet  mercatum 
predictum  prout  superius  elamatur,  et  similiter  habet  ibi  feriam  si  ementes  et  vendentes  ibi  venire  vellent :  set  dictmt  quod  die  ferie  etc.  non 
*iHl  ibi  feria  accessiu  ementium  et  vendentium :  set  dicunt  quod  idem  N.  habet  judicialia  que  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  pertinent  et  dicunt  quod 
predictus  N.  punit  illos  qui  delinquunt  in  fraccione  assise  panis  et  oervisie  die  mercati  etc.  mode  quo  superius  dictum  est  [id  est  adeo  oene 
tercia  vice  et  pluries  sicut  prima  et  secunda  et  nunquam  ponere  eos  ad  pillorium  seu  tumbrellumj :  .  .  .  .  ideo  predict!  visus  et  mercatum 
eapiantur  in  manum  domini  Regis  propter  abusum.  Postea  .  .  finem  cum  domino  Rege  de  duabus  marois  .  .  .  ideo  predictus  N. 
[rebabeat]  visum  et  mercatum  utendi  illis  mode  quo  decet :  et  sciendum    .    .    .    [u^  svpra]. 


16.  IBak&ioelL']  Et  W.  de  Dene  qui  nequitur  pro  Rege  petit  quod 
predictus  J.  oettendat  curie  hie  cujusmodi  tolnetum  idem  J.  clamat 
uercipere  virtuti)  mercati  et  ferie  predictorum :  et  idem  J.  dicit  quod 
Ipse  clamat  percipere  tolnetum  per  diem  mercati  in  hunc  modum  vide- 
licet pro  uno  equo  veudito  unum  <ienarium  de  emptsie  et  unum 
<lenanum  de  venditore :  de  bove  et  vacoa  uuum  denarium :  de  quatuof 
bidentibus  unum  denarium :  de  quatuor  porciw  unum  deniirium :  de 
sommagio  equi  unum  denarium :  et  de  portagio  hominis  quadrantem  : 
et  tempore  ferie  clamat  illud  idem  tolnetum  dupplicatum  in  omnibus, 
deque  quidem  tolneto  capiendo  ut  predictum  est,  ipseet  omnes  ante- 
ressores  sui  a  tempore  i^redicto  hucusque  sunt  seisiti  etc.  .  .  .  xii 
juratores  dicunt  quod  ipse  et  omnes  antccessores  sui  et  omnes  alii 
manerium  predictum  tenentes  a  tempore  etc.  habuerunt  omnes  predictas 
.ibertates  superius  titulo  prescripcionis  clamatas  etc.:  et  dicunt  quod 
idem  J.  et  omnes  antecessores  sui  a  tempore  predicto  hucusque 
eeperuiit  predictum  tolnetum  ratione  predictorum  mercati  et  ferie 
iQodo  quo  superius  elamatur  :  dicunt  eciam  quod  uon  fedt  punicionem 
eorporulem  super  delinquentes  contra  assisam  prout  debuit,  immo 
Hcpius  per  fines  et  amercianienta  ete.  .  .  .  Ideo  predicti  visus 
franciplcgii  mercatum  et  feria  eapiantur  in  manum  domini  Regis  etc., 
propter  abusum  etc.  Postea  predictus  J.  petit  admitti  ad  faciendum 
llnem  cum  domino  Rege  pro  predictis  libertatibus  rehabendis  etc.,  et 
quesitum  est  per  curiam  a  predicto  J.  si  ipse  velit  habere  hujusmodi 
lolneta  superflua  et  injusta  que  sunt  in  oppres&ione  populi  et  contra 
(X>mmunem  legem  etc..  dicit  revera  quod  ip»e  non  vult  decetero  capere 
hujusmodi  tolnetum  etc.,  set  dicit  quod  ipse  clamat  capere  decetero  de 
uno  equo  empto  die  mert^ati  sivo  fenarum  unum  denanurn  de  emptore : 
et  pro  una  vocca  empta  unum  denarium  de  emptore:  et  pro  octo 
bidentibus  emptis  denarium  de  emptore:  etde quatuor  porcis  super- 
nnnatis  emptis  unum  denarium  de  emptore :  et  pro  octo  p-rcis  qui  sunt 
infra  annum  unum  denarium  ile  emptore:  et  pro  qualibet  careeta 
carcata  de  roer<>andisis  unum  denarium  de  emptore  :  et  de  summagio 
equi  unum  obolum  de  emptore :  et  de  quolibet  portagio  hominis  unum 
quadrantom  de  emptore.  Et  idem  J.  fecit  finem  cum  domino  Rege  de 
xl  solidis  ...  pro  predictis  libertatibus  rehabendis  eta,  ideo 
.  .  .  rehabcat,  etc.  utendi  illis  modis  quibus  deoet :  et  dictum  est 
ei  quod  capiat  tolneta  decetoro  in  forma  qua  inferius  elamatur,  et 
sciendum  etc.  ifU  supra]^ 


B.  (^oJfcetf^.)— '*  And  W.  de  Dene  who  follows  for  the  King  praxis 
that  the  said  John  should  show  unto  the  Court  here  what  manner  of 
toll  he  claims  to  take  in  virtue  of  the  said  market  aud  IWr :  and  the  said 
John  says  that  he  claims  to  take  toll  on  market  days  in  this  wise,  viz., 
for  each  horse  sold,  \d,  firom  the  buyer  and  \d,  fh>m  the  seller,  and  for 
an  ox  or  a  cow.  Id.,  and  for  4  sheep,  lef.,  and  for  4  pigs,  Id.,  and  for  a 
horse-load,  Id.,  and  for  a  man's  load,  \d,,  and  at  tair-time  bn  claims  to 
have  the  same  tolls  doubled  in  all  things,  of  which  said  toll  to  be  so 
taken  as  aforesaid,  he  and  all  his  ancestors  from  the  time  aforesaid 
until  now  have  been  seised,  kv.  The  12  jurors  say  that  he  has  had  a 
market  and  fair  with  the  tolls  as  <'laimed  from  time  immemorial,  but 
that  he  has  punished  oflTnnders  against  the  assize  of  bread  and  beer  by 
fine  instead  of  hy  corporal  punishment ;  and  the  franchises  "  are  seized 
into  the  King's  hand  for  abuxe."  When  he  petitions  to  have  them 
restored  on  a  fine  he  is  a>ked  by  the  Court  whether  he  wishes  to  claim 
the  old  tolh  wnich  are  described  as  "  superfluous  and  unjust,  and  to  the 
oppression  of  the  people  snd  aitainst  the  common  law,"  and  he  submits 
to  reduce  them  bv  claiming  for  the  future,  both  at  market  and  fair- 
times,  for  a  horse,  \d,  from  the  buyer  only,  and  for  a  cow,  the  like,  aud 
for  8  sheep,  the  like,  and  for  4  full  grown  pisrs.  the  like,  and  for  A  pigs 
under  a  year  old.  the  like,  and  for  every  cart  load  of  merchant  Jse.  the 
like,  and  for  every  horse  load,  kd.  of  the  buyer  only,  and  for  cverv  man's 
load,  \d,  of  the  buyer  only ;  and  on  these  t.nrms  he  is  allowed  to  make 
a  fine  of  40«.  under  the  siwcial  commission  to  the  justices  lor  that 
purpose,  and  has  the  franchises  restored  to  him. 
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KOYAL   COMMISSION   OX   MARKET   RIGHTS   AND   TOLLS: 


Reference. 


Manor. 


Claimant . 


'  Market,  Fair. 
I       or  other 
{  Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and     \  Title 

Duration  of        pleaded  by 
Fair.  Claimant. 


Result. 


Notes. 


P.  143 


Aston  in 
Weston. 


146 


140 


152-4 


152-4 


.  I  Mejsham 


SaL  ewe 


Wirkeaworth 


Asshebum 


152-4 


Melbum 


Abbot  of 
St.  Werburg 
at  Chester. 


Bdm.de  Here- 
ford. 


Bp.ofCoventiy 
and  Lichfield. 


Henry  Earl 
of  Lancaster. 


Do. 


Do. 


M. 
V. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
P. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


"  ThoroufoU 
and  passage." 


M. 
F. 


Tuesday 


Tuesday 


Tuesday 


Tuesday 


Saturday 


I  i6ve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

8.  Peter  ad 

Vinoula. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
the  Transla- 
tion of 
8.  Thomas 
Martyr. 


Eve,  da^'  and 
morrow  of 
8.  Michael. 


Cli.ofHen.IlL, 
I  confirmed  by 
Edw,  I.  and 
Edw.  IlL 


Ch.  of  22  Ed.  II 

(4  Feb.) 


Ch.of43 
Hen.  III. 
(2  June) 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

the  Nativity 

of  the  Virgin. 


I 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

Nativity  of 

S.  John 

Baptist. 

I  Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Nativity  of 
S.  Oswald. 


Ch.  .34  Edw.  I. 
Feb.  2. 


LAs  appur- 
tenant to  the  I 
manor  when   I 
his  ancestor 
aoQuired  it  by  ' 
excnange  with 
Edw.  I.  by 
Charters  of 
Nov.  10,  a"  7, 
and  June  10. 
a«8.] 


Fine 


Fine 


Verdict  that  there  waa  no 
concourse  to  either  M.  or 
F.,  and  that  he  punished 
those  who  broke  the 
articles  of  the  view  of 
frankpledge  and  those 
who  broke  assize  of  bread 
and  beer  on  days  of  M. 
and  F.  by  flne,  and  not 
by  corporal  punishment,- 
(yote  17.] 

Detailed  verdict  as  to  tolls 
nnd  as  to  assize  of  bread 
and  beer  on  days  of  M. 
and  F. 

INote  18.] 


Wednesday 


I 
-    Cli 


.  2  Edw.  III. 
March  n. 


P. 


I  Michat  hnas 
I  and  two  days| 
following.    I 


I 


Rates  of  market-toll  and 
through-toll  inquired  into 
but  not  altered  [  the  Earl's 
claim  behiK  for  through- 
toll  one-half  the  market- 
toll].  Verdict  that  he 
punished  breach  of  assize 
on  M.  and  F.  days  bv 
amercement ;  therefore  M. 
and  F.  seized,  but  restored 
on  fine  of  10  marks. 


18.  iMeysham.j  Et  w.  de  Dene  qui  sequitur 
petit  quod  inquiratur  pro  Rego  qualiter  predictusE.  usus  est  mercato  et 
leria  predictis  etc. :  et  cujusmodi  tolneta  caprt  ibidem  et  de  quibuM 
rebus  etc :  et  si  idem  E.  habeat  ibidem  pillorium  et  tumbrellum  :  et 
qualiter  usus  est  punire  illos  qui  fr^erunt  assisam  panis  et  cervisie 
diebus  feriarum  et  mercatorum.  Ideo  inquiratur  pro  rege  etc.  Jurati 
dicuni  .  .  .  ouod  a  tempore  coiices«ionis  .  .  .  habuennit  .  . 
morcatum  et  ferlam  prout  superius  clamatum  est:  et  dicunt  quod 
idem  £.  habet  ibi  pillorium  et  tumbrellum :  ec  dicunt  (^uod  idem  E. 
nunquam  usus  est  facere  assayam  panis  seu  cervisie  diebus  feriarum 
seu  mercatorum.  preterquam  in  ultima  feria  que  ibidem  habebatur,  eo 
quod  predictum  manenum  est  infra  visum  franciplegii  hundredi  de 
Kepindon,  ad  quod  hundrcdum  articuli  visus  franciplegii  quo  accidunt 
apnd  Meysham  presentantur :  et  dicunt  quod  in  ilia  ultima  feria,  illi 
qui  convicti  fuerunt  de  fraccione  assise  panis  et  cenisio  amcrciati 
fuerunt,  set  nullum  amcrciamentum  de  eis  Ibvatum  fuit.  Et  dicunt 
quod  idem  £.  capit  de  qualibet  caretta  carcata  de  re  venali  ibidem 
veniente  die  mercali  unum  denarium  pro  theoloneo.  a  tempore  ferie 
predicte  de  hujnsmfjdi  cai*etta  (l«o?<  df.mnoy :  fl  do  qnolibet  «!<jr«. 
••areata  dc  re  vouhU  ibi  vcino'it^  die  m«T«!aJi  unnm  obolum.  er  <\v  'h^uo 
••urcato  dc  re  vonali  ibidem  v»»niAnt>*  die  fTi»*  prediot^Mininn  deniinum : 
"r.  d*»  h«»miii«*  j^tor  anff  smjifr  dorsujii  «iiiuui  *hijiiod  sniiimhgiuni  gftlli- 
Hfiruni  piilcinortiiu  v*»l  ulionnn  vi.'Hialiuiii  \<»MdpriJornm  p»vrer  blsdum 
•''U  bi"asiiini  di*'  mr-rf^nti  itiiinii  i|iuflninT«»n!.  «»l  o\o  f^'vu^  unnin  oirM>lT\jn  : 
i*i  dp  quolib*»i  growo  hninmli  ibidPiu  \eridit^.  «iio  in^*r('jiti  iiuum 
oboluni  de  vf'ndenle  ♦'!  f*limu  olK)hiJii  <1m  ♦^mpror^.  -^r  »{**  i|uolibp|  gruss<i 
Ti.iiLmali  tempore  fcrip  pr^dictp  iliidcm  voi»dif,o  unum  denurium  d*' 
vendente  et  fdium  de  emptore.  Ideo  pr^dicta  mercalum  et  fedn 
capiantur  in  raanum  domini  regis  propter  nbusum  etc.  Postea  pre- 
dictusE. petit  adraitti  ml  fiK'iendum  liuem  cum  domino  Rege  pro  pre- 
dictis lil»ertatibus  reliabeudis  etc. :  et  quositum  ost  per  curium  a  pi-edicto 
E.  si  ipse  velit  habere hujusmodi  tolneta  superlluaet  iniusta  que  sunt  in 
oppresuiono  populi  et  contra  communem  legem  etc. :  aicit  revera  quod 
ipso  non  vult  Capet's  decetem  hujusmodi  toluetum  etc. :  set  dicit  quod 
Ipso  clauiat  capere  decctero  pro  uno  equo  empto  die  mercati  sive 
feriarum  i.  denarium  do  emptore:  ct  pro  uuo  bove  empto  i.  de- 
narium de  emptore :  et  de  una  v»M5ca  empta  i.  dimarium  de  emptore : 
etpr«>octo  bidentibus  empiis  i.  denarium  de  emptore :  et  pro  quatuor 
porcis  superannuatis  omptis  i.  denarium :  et  pro  octo  porci.i  (|ui  sunt 
infra tmnum  emptis  i.  denarium:  et  pro  qiialioet  caretta  carcatA  fum 
mcrcandisLs  unum  denarium  de  emptoiv:  ct  de  sununii^io  equi  i. 
obolum  de  emptore:  et  dequolibet  portagio  liominis  unum  quadrantem 
de  emptore.  Et  idem  E.  ft'cit  ftnem  .  .  .  de  nnu  marca  .  .  .  pro 
predictis  mercato  et  feria  relial>endis  etc.  Idco  idem  E.  rehaljcat  .  .  . 
utcndum  illis  modis  quibus  decft :  et  dictum  est  ei  quod  capiat  tol- 
jietum  decctero  in  forma  qua  inferius  clamatur  etc. 


'  rtfivine  thoiv*  on  nmrket' 


^H\*1   lull*      - 


/»  (IM    irihl  \\l' 


•  11*  or  <  hH'k«'» 


I 


I 


.  in    Oli»" 


For  a  horse  bought  cither  on  market  o'.'  fair  day,  of  the  huyer  only 

For  an  ox  bought,  &c.,  of  the  buyer       -  -  .  . 

For  a  cow  bought,  &c.,  of  the  huyer      -  -  -  -  . 

For  8  sheep  bought,  &c.,  of  the  buyer  .... 

For  4  i>igs  over  a  year  bought.  &c.  -  •  - 

For  8  pigs  under  a  year  bought,  &c.  -  -  -  - 

For  every  cart  laden  with  merchandise,  of  the  buyer 

For  every  horse  load,  of  (he  buyer  -  .  .  - 

For  every  man's  load,  of  the  buyer    -  ... 

And  ihe  claimant  makcN  a  fint;  of  one  mark. 

And  the  market  an«l  fair  are  n»stored  to  him  to  be  used  in  the  ]»roi»er 

manner:  and  hu  is  directed  to  take  loll  in  future  uci*ording  tohissecoud 

riaim. 


4- 


17.  [^Weston.']  Jurati  .  .  .  quo  ad  mercatum  apud  Aston  infra  predictum  maneri urn  de  Weston  singulis  septimanis  per  diem  martia  et  etiam 
unam  feriam  etc.  .  .  .  dicunt  auod  idem  abbas  habet  mei*catum  et  feriam  pi-out  superius  clamatum  est :  set  dicunt  quod  non  est  ibi 
neoque  in  die  mercati  necque  in  aiebus  ferie  etc.  frequens  accessus  ementium  seu  vendentium :  et  dicunt  quod  abbas  habet  ibi  pillorium 
et  tumbrellum,  dicunt  etiam  quod  idem  abbas  et  omnes  predecessores  ...  a  tempore  quo  .  .  .  habuerunt  visum  franciplegii  .  .  . 
in  predicto  ms^erio  de  Weston  et  membris  ejusdem  prout  superius  clamatum  est  sine  intemiptione :  et  dicunt  quod  idem  abbas  habet  ibi 
judicialia  qui  ad  visum  franciplegii  pertinent :  set  ...  usus  est  punire  illos  qui  deliquerunt  in  articulis  visus  predlcti  et  etiam  eos 
qui  fregerunt  assisam  panis  et  cer\*isie  diebus  mercati  et  ferie  predictorum  p<»r  pocnam  pecuniariam  ad  eo  bene  tercia  vice  sicut  prima  et 
secunda  et  nunquam  ponere  hujusmodi  delinquentes  ad  pillorium  seu  trumbellum,  etc.  .  .  .  adeo  predicti  visus  mercatum  et  feria 
capiantur  in  manum  domini  regis  etc.  .  .  .  posrea  .  .  .  fec^jmnt  flnem  cum  domino  re^e  de  quinque  marcis  pro  predictis  visu  mercato 
et  feria    .    .    rehabendis  :  ideo  predictus  abbas  rehabeat    .    .    utendum  tnodo  quo  decet :  et  sciendum  etc. 


And  the  King*:>  attorney  demands  an  inquiry  on  the  Kind's  behalf  as 
to  how  the  said  Edmund  had  used  the  said  market  and  fair,  and  what 
msnner  of  tolls  he  takes  there  and  of  what  things,  wid  if  he  has  there 
pillorv  and  tumbril,  and  how  he  is  accustomed  to  punish  those  who 
nave  broken  the  assise  of  bread  and  beer  on  fairand  market  days.  And 
an  inquiry  being  ortlerod  the  juron*  say  that  from  the  time  of  the 
grant  of  market  and  fair  theclaimaat  and  his  predecessors  have  had 
market  and  fnir  as  claimed  :  and  they  «iy  that  he  has  there  pillorj'  and 
tumbril:  and  that  he  has  never  been  accustomed  to  hold  the  assay  of 
bread  or  beer  on  fair  or  market  days  except  onlv  on  the  last  fair  which 
was  held  there.  becAuso  the  manor  is  within  the  view  of  frankpledge 
of  the  hundrtHl  of  Repington,  at  which  hundred  court  the  breaches  of  the 
articles  of  view  of  frankpledge  that  happen  at  Meysham  are  presented : 
and  theyisay  that  in  the  last  fair  those  who  were  convicted  of  breach  of 
assise  of  "breed  and  beer  were  lined,  but  no  amercement  was  leAied. 

And  they  say  that  he  takes  as  toll 


•^^ 


*>f  everv'  cart  IorHa*!  with  gon«l«j  fnr 

u'nv  -  -  -  - 

*.>fcv*^r\  Mieli  futt  ill  The  lii<««  «.I  iIm 
•    Of  fv'j.rv  Ikm-<«>  hideii  *«irb  jr«»«'<'K  r«»; 

*\.i\     '        -  -  -  - 

<  »r  h  Ikji-s"  »io  |«d*  II  jii  iivin|£  wh  k  iVilr  \juv 
Of  h  iniui  •■».rryij,sr  on  his  Imrk  u  l«»-rfU  ••!  1 

\  letufrls  rnr  sal**  ejt*f  j»l  forn  or  him  It.  on  ; 
*rh»^  like  on  u  lair  d>i>  •  -  -  •        -        -     \ 

l-'oi- #^very  Inr^e  aniint*!  M>!d  thT*^  on  u  luark'^i  Uk,* 

Of  the  buyer  •  -  -  -  -  -  •      . 

And  of  the  seller  •  -  -  -  -  -    ^ 

For  everv  large  anluinl  sold  there  in  fair  time  - 

Or  the  buyer  -  -  -  -  •  --i 

And  of  the  seller  •  -  -  -  -    1 

Therefore  let  the  market  and  fair  be  seized  into  the  King's  hand  by 
reason  of  abuse.  Therefojc  the  said  Edmund  pnurs  to  be  admitted  t« 
make  a  tine  with  the  King  to  have  back  the  said  liberties :  and  he  is 
asketl  by  the  court  whether  he  wishes  to  have  such  tolls  ax  aforesaid 
which  arc  superttuous  and  unjust  and  to  the  oppression  of  the  jieoplc 
and  against  the  common  law ;  and  he  avers  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
take  in  future  any  such  tolls :  but  stiys  that  he  claims  to  take  in  future 
as  follows  :— 

d. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Reference. 


Manor. 


P.  155     . 


157- 


158 


Chanelesworth 


Tydeswell 


Derby 


163 


Claimant. 


Market.  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleffed. 


Abbot  of 
Bassin^erk. 


B.  de  Mar. 
chvnton  and 
otners. 


Buriresses 


Pleslegh 


Sandiacre 


W.    de    Har- 
court. 


W,  de  Grey 


M. 


•*  Tol,"  in  the 

senile  of 

freedom  from 

paying  toll. 


M. 
P. 


"Toll":- 
Toll  thorough 
within  limits 
named  as  well 
as  in  Derby ; 
monopoly  of 
dyed  cloth  for 

10  leagues; 

merchant 

guild,  &c. 


P. 
F. 

M. 


M. 
P. 

M. 
P. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Pair. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Bemilt. 


Notes. 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Sunday, 

Monday, 

Wednesday, 

and  from 

Vespers  on 

Thursday  to 

Vespers  on 

Friday. 

Mondaj' 


Wednesday 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

S.  Mary 

Magdalen. 


Beheading 
of  S.  John 
Baptist. 


Thursdi^ 

and  Friday 

in  Whitsun 

week, 

8.  James*; 
day> 

8  days  before 

and  after 

S.  James' 

day. 


Eve.  day  and 

morrow  of 

S.Mark 

Evangelist. 


Eve  and  day 
of  8.  Giles 
and  6  days 
following. 


Ch.UtPeb. 
2  Edw.  HI. 

Pine 

-          .          . 

R. 

Prescription 

B. 

Ch.  of  Hen.  III. 

confirmed  by 

Ch.  of  8  June 

1  Edw.  III. 

• 

Ch.of.Hen.  III. 
and  1  Edw.  III. 
ut  supra  (but 
for  St.  James' 

prescription). 

Prescription 

Cb.eMay 
:8  EdwTl. 

P. 

Ch.  16  Dec. 
37  Hen.  III. 

-        • 

The  Crown  inquires 
"  whether  the  Abbot  has 
such  judicial  instruments 
(of  corporal  punishment) 
as  are  required  for  such  a 
M.  and  P.,  and  how  he 
has  used  the  said  M.  and 
P. "  Verdict  that  he  has 
pillory  and  tumbril  and 
the  requisite  judicial  in- 
struments, but  has  not 
used  them,  therefore 
seizure  and  fine  of  20*. 


After  a  fUU  inquiry  aa  to 
the  differential  tolls  taken, 
and  as  to  the  oppressive 
practices  of  the  merchant 
guild,  the  fhmohises  ara 
seized  and  the  town  com- 
mitted to  Simon  de  Cestre 
to  account  for  all  profits 
to  the  King:  but  restored 
to  the  citizens  by  a  writ 
of  6  Dec.  4  Edw.  III. 


Verdict    that    they   have 
rightly  used  the  M.  and  P. 


Verdict  that  they  have 
never  used  the  ML  and  P. 
since  the  time  of  the 
charter. 


Devonshire. 


Plac.  de  Juratis 
I't  Assisis, 
U-10  Edw.  I. 
npud  fiion. 

P.  164,  Hot.  34. 


170.  Rot.  30     - 

171.  Rot.  39  d.  - 
176.  Rot.  43      ■ 

178.  Rot.  4t      - 

170,  Rot.  45      - 

179,  Rot.  45     . 


Black  Torriton 


Tavistock 
Nywanton     - 
Halesworthy 


W.  la  Zouch  . 


M. 

F. 


Abbot  of  T.  - 
H.deCnrtena>' 
G.deCaunville 


Nyweton       •     O.  de  Dynlmm 


Dartmouth 


Hegewyk 


Milioent  de 
Mohant. 


Theobald 
BusRell. 


M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 


Water  tolls 
and  "  other 
customs." 


P. 


- 

- 

Plea  that  one* 

Joel  del  Meyne 

seised  of  the 

P.' 

manor  with  the 

said  M.  and  F. 

when  by  his 

forfeiture  it 

came  to 

Henry  111.. 

who  grantf^  it 

"as  Jool  held 

it"  to  the 

claimant's 

ancestor. 

1 

Prescription 

P. 

1 

Disclaimed 

D. 

. 

rCalls  the 
vendor  to 

A. 

worrant\'.l 

1 

Prt^Rcription 

A. 
A. 

•            •            • 

-            •            - 

As  parcel  of 
the  manor  of 
Teyngewyk, 
icranted  by 
Henry  111. 

R. 

The  King's  attorney 
pleads  that  immemorial 
user,  without  alleginir 
any  "  special  warrant 
fom  the  Crown,  is  insuffi- 
cient; but  Judgment  is 
adjourned. 
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DOKSETStflRf. 


Market.  Fair.        ^imeof 

Time  and 

Title 

Reference. 

Manor. 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

Market. 

Dumtion  of 
Fair. 

pleaded  by 
CUimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

Plac.  de  Jar.  et 
Aat..6Edw.L, 
P.  ISl.  Rot.  8. 

Langetone  in 
Furbeke. 

i-^lS^'* 

F. 

. 

- 

Feoffment  of 
the  manor 
with  the 
liberties 
annexed. 

R. 

181,  Rot.  8       . 

Schyremcstro 

Abbot  of 
Glastonbury. 

M. 

"To  the 

nuiwinco  of  the 

King's  free 

market  of 

Shaftesbury." 

Prescription  - 

P. 

The  Kind's  attorney  makes 
no  answer  to  the  plea 
"that  the  abbot  and  all  his 
'*  predeces-sors  Imve  held 
"  the  said  M.  without 
"  any  usurpation  made 
*'  ascainst  tho  King  or  his 
'*  ancestors  from  time 
"  immemorial." 

182,  Rot.  8    ,  - 

Myddellon    . 

Abbot  of 
Myddelton. 

M.              Thursday   - 

- 

Ch.ofHcn.IIL 

P. 

182,  Rot.  8  d.  . 

Bridport 

Bishop  of 

Salisbury  and 

Bean  and 

Chapter. 

"Pe«ago"at 
Bridport. 

^ 

Disclaimed    - 

["  Pesasre  "  and  *'  pisape  " 
also.] 

182,  Rot.  8  d.  • 

Charminster  • 

Do. 

M.            i  -         - 
"  To  the        ' 
nui«iiiee«»rilie 
K'n«'8  fr.  e     i 

M.of 
Bridport." 

Disclaimed    • 

184,  Rot.  16     - 

Newe'ton 
(Maiden 
Newton). 

J.  de  Insula  - 

M.              ... 

To  the 

nuisanci'  of  the 

Kind's  fiv*' 

lM)rough  of 

l>oreliest«*r. 

-          *          - 

A. 

The  King's  attorney  says 
tlint  "  whereas  each 
*•  M.  ought  to  be  live 
••  miles  distant  from 
"  :Mioti»er,  tne  said  .lohn 
*•  liiLS  ei-ected  a  M.  in 
*'  his  vill  of  N.,  which  is 
**  not  more  than  five  miles 
"  distant  from  the  King's 
"  horoujchs  of  Dorchester 
"  and  Bridport." 

185,  Rot.  16     - 

Lyme     - 

Eliasde 

M.           i  Monday      - 
"Toihe       [ 
nuisance  ol  the . 

tree  y[.  or 

Bridport,  and 

toll  on  all  dnys 

of  the  week    | 

instead  of  on   1 

Monday  only, 

and  without 

wairant  and 

beyond  Ms 

fee.  iic" 

By  charter  of 
Hen.  in. 

Un. 
finished 

Jury  say  thai  the  Monday 
M.  ut  Lj'me  is  to  the 
nuisance  of  tho  M.  of 
Bridport  (held  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday), 
which  is  distant  more 
than  five  miles  but  less 
than  sir ;  and  that  Elias 
holds  n  M.  every  day 
of  tho  wet'k,  and  takes 
tolls  of  thosu  <iuts:d<^  his 
Ire. 

185,  Rnt.  U      ' 

AbbotMbuo'  - 

Abl»otofA.   - 

M.              -        .        - 

"To  the       1 

. 

Disclaimed    - 

D. 

nuisance  of  the 
King's  free 

M.of 
Bridport." 

Yorkshire. 


Plac.  deJur.et 
Asi»  et  de  Quo 

Warranto, 
7.8,&9Edw.I., 
P.  191,  Rot.  4  d. 


19i  Rot.  6  d. 


fOLRot.lld. 


Plac  de  Quo 
Warranto, 
21  Bdw.  I., 
204,  Rot.  1  d. 


206,  Rot.  3  d. 


207.  Rot.  4 


Wetherby, 
South  Cave. 


The  Master  of 
the  Temple. 


Assize  of  bread 
and  other 
fjranchises. 


Stokealey 


HomoM 


Hugo  de  Evere 


Abbot      of 
S.      Mary's 
York. 


Wemelton     -  •  Nicholas     de 
Neyvyll. 


Rotherham 


Fynele 


Abbot  of 
RufTord. 


R.d  Malebys 


M. 
F. 


ABsice       of 
bread. 


M. 
F. 


M. 

Assize. 

tumbril, 

pillory,  and 

standard  of 

weight! 

Rwanda  and 

measures. 


Tuesday 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Exaltation 
of  the  Cross. 


M. 
F. 


In  right  of  a 

market 

granted  by 

Hen.  IIL 

Ch.  of  53  Hen. 
III. 


Cluimul  under' 
a  grant  of  the  ' 
moiety  of  the 

manor  of       . 
Botherham.    ' 


The  Master  answers  that 
he  claims  the  assize  at 
Wetherby  because  he  haa 
a  'J  hur-iday  Market  and  a 
Fair  there  substituted  by 
Ch.  of  Hen.  IIL  for  a 
Tuesday  Market,  and  a 
Fair  at  Walesford;  and 
that  he  claims  the  aasiie 
at  South  Cave  because  he 
has  a  M.  there,  but "  being 
"  asked  by  what  warrant 
"  he  has  M.  there*  he 
"  shows  none." 


Plea  of  non-user. 


Seized  into  tho  King's  liand 
and  valued,  and  Abbot 
fined,  because;  ho  can 
show  no  special  grant  of 
the  King. 
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Reference. 


P.  209,  Rot.  7  • 

210,  Rot.  7  d.  . 
SlO.R.t.  R 

211,  Rot.  8  d.  • 

H    Rot.9  • 

212,  Rot  10     • 


„    Rot.lOd. 
214^.  Rot.  12  d. 

216,  Rot.  IS  d.  • 

217.  Rot.  14  d.  • 


S18-9,Rot.l6d. 
and  16. 


Do. 


Manor. 


GlHimint. 


Wytton 


Skelton 


1)11  rold 


Gerrington    - 


Appletrewyk- 


Bmmeaeye 


Knaresburgb 

Bautre 

HandmanbT 
in  Swaledaie. 

Selby 


J.  de  Vinonia 


Walter  de 
Faucomberge. 


John,  King  of 
Sootlano. 


R.  de  Plump- 
ton. 


J.  de  Krsing' 
ton. 


Prior  of  Bolton 


Edmund  Barl 
of  Cornwall. 


Idonea  de 
Lexbum. 


Gilbert    de 
Gaunt. 


Abbot 
Selby. 


of 


Market.  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


M. 


M. 


M. 
F. 


M. 

P. 


Tolls  and 
stallage. 


M. 

F.. 

market-toU 

and 

toll-thorough. 

M. 

firee  ftkir,  court 
and  toll. 


M. 
F. 


Thirsk 


Burton        in 
Lonsdale. 


jr  de 

[ounbray. 


M. 
F. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Titla 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Not«i. 


Thurwlay 


Sunday 


Monday 


Friday 


Eve  and 

day  of  the 

Assumption 

of  the  Virgin, 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

Michaelmas. 


Ch.  of  36  Hon. 
ill. 


Of  the 
inheritanoe  of 
his  wife  Agnes. 

Ezohange  of 

manors 

with  Uen.  III. 


Ch.  of  9  Bdw.  I. 


Grant  by  J.  de 

Eston.  who  was 

the  grantee  of 

Bdw.  I. 


Ere,  day      Prescription  • 

and  morrow 

of  8.  Cuth- 

bertin 

I   September. 


Wednesday 


I     Whitsun 


Monday 


Prescription 


M. 
F. 


Monday 


j  Etc.  day  and ; 
>    morrow  of 
S.  G^manus. ! 


1  -         .        -  j  Prescription 

,  8.      Feliz's 

I     ^' 


P. 


R. 


Monday 


S.     James* 
Day. 


Prescription 


King's  attorney  demands  a 
jury  trial  as  to  the  user  of 
the  market,  and  whether 
it  is  not  "  to  the  uuiManoe 
of  neighbouringmarkets." 

Plea  that  his  hoii  must  Ite  a 
party. 


The  jud^ent  recites  the 
law,  claiming  fortho  King 
all  liberties,  not  specially 
granted. 

iXoU  19.  J 


Assise  of  bread  claimed 
as  appurtenant  to  the  M. 
andF. 

[Note  20.] 


No  special  ratification  by 
the  King. 


Plea  that  there  used  to  be 
nothinf^  but  a  certain 
gathering  called  a  wak& 
and  by  occasion  thereof 
the  priors  have  held  and 
hold  a  fair  witnout  war- 
rant and  take  toll  un- 
justly, Ac.  Juiy  trial 
ordered. 

[Note  21,2 

Writ  of  supersedeas  en- 
tered, dated  6  Not.  21 
Bdw.  I. 


King's  attorney  alleges  a 
wrongful  exaction  of  toll 
thorough,  but  juiy  aeqnit 
the  clslmant. 

[AToie  22..1 


Crown  pleads  misuser. 
Verdict  for  the  prescrip- 
tion, but  ''that  the 
abbot  punishes  trans- 
gressions of  the  assise  by 
fines  and  redemptions 
from  corporal  punish- 
ment and  not  by  putting 
into  pillory  and  tumbril. 
[NoU  23.] 

Plea  that  under  colour  of 
the  M.  at  Thirsk  and 
Burton  he  takes  assize  of 
bread  and  beer  on  every 
day  in  the  week,  and 
that  those  convicted  in 
his  court  of  breach  of 
assize,  or  of  the  standard 
of  weight,  are  always 
fined,  and  that  he  has  no 
pillory  and  tumbril  at  the 

Slace  wnere  he  claims 
[.  and  F. 

Plea  that  the  Burton  Fair 
is  Extended  to  the  eve 
and  morrow  of  St.  James, 
and  the  Thirsk  Fair  in 
like  manner. 


19.  [Dtiffdd.'l  £t  Rogerus  de  Uegham  oui  sequitur  pro  domino  rege  petit  quod  Johannes  dicat  expresse  si  prediote  libertates  fuerunt  eis  in 
escambium  simul  cum  predicto  m^nerio  vel  in  aliqua  extenta  etc  Ki  Johannes  au  hue  noii  respondct  nisi  ut  prius  etc.  Bt  R<^erus  dicit  quod 
de  communi  consilio  n^ipii  regis  nuper  fuit  provisum  quod  quando  aliquis  clamat  aliquas  libertates  per  aliquam  cartani  que  exprettse  in  carta 
ilia  non  cootinentur  debent  capi  hujusmodi  libertates  in  manum  domini  regis  pro  voluntate  sua  etc.  Et  desicut  predictus  Johannes  non  dicit 
quod  predicte  libertates  date  fuerunt  anteoessori  suo  in  escambium  per  aliquam  extentam  etc.  neo  predicte  libertates  oontente  sunt  in 
predicta  carta  neo  possunt  dici  pertinentes  ad  predictnm  manerinm  seu  ad  aliquod  tenementnm  .  .  .  petit  judicium  pro  ipso  domino 
regeetc 

20.  lOerHnifton.]  "  Et  eraendas  assise  panis  ct  oervisie  etc  clamat  ipse  tamquam  pertinentes  et  annexas  meroato  et  ferie." 

21.  [Bmmesege.']  Et  quo  ad  feriam  dicit  quod  non  solebat  ibi  esse  nisi  quedam  congrOKacio  hominum  que  vocatur  wuob,  etc  Et  quod 
occasioni  illius  congregacionus  predictus  prior  et  predecessoies  sui  predictam  feriam  ibi  t«muerint  et  t«nent  sine  warranto,  etc  et  theolonium 
injuste  capit  etc    Et  hoc  paratiw  est  veriticare  pro  domino  reg:^.    ideo  rei  ver;t*8  hiquiratur,  etc. 

a.  [^Bautre.]  Juratores  dicimt  .  .  .  quo  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  qnud  predictus  Robertus  antecessor,  etc.  obiit  inde  in  seisina,  etc  Et  quod 
ipsa  Idonia  non  abutitur  hujusmodi  liocrtate,  etc  Et  quo  ad  liberam  curiam  .  .  .  eodem  modo.  £t  quo  ad  tolnetuiu  dicunt  quod  predictus 
Kobertns  Miteoessor  etc  obiit  inde  in  seisina  in  eadem  forma  qua  ipsa  illud  clamat.  videlicet  capienditolnetum  de  omnibus  rebuH  ex  posit  is  vendicioni 
in  predicta  villa  omnibus  diebus  per  tocum  annum,  etc  £t  Rogerus  de  Hegham  dicit  pro  domino  rege  quod  ratioue  predict!  tolnetijpredictn  Idonia 
capit  thurghtol  de  omnibus  transeuntibus  cum  mercimoniis  per  mediam  villam  illam,  licet  mercinionia  ilia  vendicioni  uon  8int  oxposita,  etc.  Bt 
hoc  petit  quod  inquiratur  per  predictos  juratores.  etc.  Et  Idonia  dicit  gnodnon:  £t  hoc  petit  quod  inquiratur  per  eosdera.  etc.  Kt  juratores 
premcti  dicmit  super  saoramentum  suum  quod  ipsa  non  capit  hujusmodi  thurghtol.  etc.,  set  dicunt  quod  ballivi  ipsius  Idonic  Htitpisndo  uistrinxe- 
runt  transeuntes  pro  hujusmodi  thurghtol  set  dicuut  quod  ipsa  Idonia  hoc  nescivit  nee  per  ejus  asaemtuni  taliter  facerent,  etc. 

23.  I8elebvj.  Dicunt  quod  ipse  semper  punit  transgressorespermisericordiasetredemptiones  judicial lum.  set  non  pouendoeos  super  pillorium 
et  tumlerellum  .  .  .  et  qtio  ad  hoc  guod  predictus  abbas  clamat  esse  quietus  pro  se  et  hominibus  suis  de  theolonio,  ^tc  dicunt  quod  predictus 
abbas  et  homines  sui  de  antiquis  lenuris  ipsius  abbatis.  videlicet  vilhuii  sui  de  tenuris  iUis.  de  omnibus  rebus  emptis  ad  opus  suum  proprium  sint 
quieti  de  theolonio  prestando  in  omnibus  villis  que  habent  libertates  suas  per  ppsteriorem  concessionem  quam  abiAtia  do  HeU*by  habeat  suas,  eto., 
set  in  villis  que  hbertates  suas  habent  per  «interiorem  concessionem.  eta.  Micut  in  v>llis  de  Ponte  Bnrgi  et  Pontefracto  prfniictns  abbas  et  homines 
sui  non  aunt  quieti  etc 
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Reference. 


Manor. 


P.218-9,Bot.l5d.    Hovinffham 
and  16. 


221.  Rot.  19  and 
l»d. 


Beverley 


Claimant. 


Roger  de 
Mounbroy. 


John  Arch- 
I  bKhop  of  York, 


Bfarket,  fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged.* 

M. 
P. 


M. 

P. 


Time 
of  Market. 

Thursday  - 


Wednesday 

and 
Saturday. 


Do.    - 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Ripon 


Do. 


Thursday 


224,  Rot.  21  d.  • 


225,  Rot.  82 


225,  Rot.  82  d. 


Ottley 


Thyrebume 


York 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


M. 
F. 


Monday 


Friday 


Bridlington   •  '  Prior  of  Brld- 
I        lington. 


Wartro 


Ilkley 


Prior  of  Wartu 


I  R.  de  Percy 


M. 

P. 

TolU 
F. 


M. 
P. 


Saturday 


Tune  and 

Duration  of 

Pair. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of  the 
Assumption, 


Eve  of 
S.  John  the 
Baptiflt  and 

4  days 

foUowinr. 

Eve  aud  day 

of  S.  John  of 

Beverley  in 

winter,  day 

of  8.  John  of 

Beverley  in 

May. 

Eve  of 

Aaoenaion 

and  8  days 

following. 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of  the 
Finding  of 
Holy  Cross. 

Eve,  day,  and 

morrow  of 

S.Wilfrid 

after 

Michaelmas, 


Eve  and  day 
of  8.  Mary 
Magdalen. 


Eve  and  day 

of  the 
Exaltation  of 
Holy  Cross. 

From  vespers 

on  eve  of 

S.  Peter 

adYinoula 

for  two  days. 


Eve  and 

day  of  the 

Assumption. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Result. 


Wednesday 


Ch. 86  Hen.  III.  - 


Prescription. 


Notes. 


*  Plea  of  non-user :  reply 
"that  the  vill  is  in  a 
waste  country,  and  that 
when  the  men  of  the 
country  choo«p  to  come 
the  M.  is  held  on  Mon- 
day; and  90  of  the  F." 
INote  24.] 


Eve,  day 
and  morrow 
of  8.  James 
the  Apostle. 


Eve.  day 
and  morrow 
of  S.  Luke. 


Do. 

Ch.  of  28  Hen. 
IIL 

Do. 

Prescription 

-        - 

Ch.  of  2  John. 

A. 

Ch.  of  Hen.  I. 

Ch.of86H.IIL 

A. 

Ch.of36H.nL 

A. 

lNotei5.1 


24.  [,HoviHffham,']  Et  quo  ad  mercatum  et  feriam  apud  H.  didt  quod  villa  ilia  est  in  vaata  patria  et  quando  homines  patrie  volunt  ibi  venire 
tenetnr  ibi  mcroatnm  per  diem  lune,  etc.  et  similiter  ad  feriam  ibidem. 


25.  lYbrk.]  Clamat  et  feriam  apnd  Eboracum  incipientem  in 
super  vigiliaS.  Petri  ad  Vincula  hora  vcsperarum  quando  pulsantur 
ad  eccleaiam  8.  Michaelis  Eboracum  et  durantem  usque  in  crastino 
S.  Petri  hora  consimili:  et  cum  feria  ilia  inoeperit  balHvi  archi- 
episoopi  venient  super  pontem  oivitatis  et  ballivi  civitatis  tunc  redden  t 
bflllivis  ipsius  arohiepiscopi  virgas  suaa  et  ballivi  ipsius  archiepisoopi 
durante  feria  custodient  pacem  civitatis  et  oollieent  theolomum  et 
omnia  alia  profloua  capient  sicut  ballivi  civitatis  alii  s  temporibustara 
in  aqua  quam  super  terram.  etc.  et  durante  feria  ilia  ha  bet  ipse 
infangentnef  in  pallacio  suo  Elviraci  et  in  grangiis  sub  in  suburbio 
eiusdem  civitatis  et  furcas  itrope  ."uburbium,  >ot  in  aiio  tempore  non 
clamat  ibi  hujusmodi  lib*rtatem  etc.  Clamat  eciam  ab  antique  per- 
cipere  emendas  assise  cervisiae  f  racte  de  omnibus  tenentibus  suis,  etc. 
Et  dicit  quod  omnes  predecessores  sui  arohiepiscopi  Eboracensen 
semper  continue  usi  fuerunt  omnibus  libertatibus  ouas  ipse  modo 
clamat  a  tempore  quo  non  ex  tat  memoria.  .  .  .  Et  boo  piuratus  cHt 
verifioare  sicut  cuna  considerabit.    Rot.  19  d. 


[The  Archbishop  of  forkj  also  claims  a  fair  at  York,  beginning  on 
the  eve  ( f  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula,  at  the  hour  of  Vespers,  when  the 
bells  are  rung  at  the  Church  of  S.  Michael  at  York,  and  lasting  till  the 
morrow  of  S.  Peter,  at  the  same  hour ;  and  when  the  fair  has  begun, 
the  Archbishop's  bailiffs  shall  oome  upon  the  city  bridge,  and  the 
bailiffs  of  the  city  shall  then  deliver  their  staves  to  the  Archbishop's 
1)ailitfs  who  shall,  during  the  fair,  keep  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  collect 
toll,  a»id  take  all  other  protUs,  as  the  city  bailiffs  do  at  otner  times,  as 
well  b.v  water  as  by  land,  &,c. ;  and  during  that  fair  the  Archbishop  has 
infan^thief  in  his  palace  at  York  and  in  his  granges  in  the  suburb  of 
that  city,  and  gallows  in  the  vicinity  of  the  suburb :  but  at  other  times 
does  not  claim  to  have  such  franchise  there,  Ac.  He  claims  also  fh>m 
ancient  times  house-gavel  in  York  of  all  the  tenants,  of  his  fee.  Ac.  He 
claims  also  from  ancient  times  to  receive  the  thinl  pennv  of  the  toll  of 
Fossebridge,  and  the  lord  King  receives  the  two  other  |>ennic8.  &c.  He 
claims  also  frum  ancient  times  to  have  in  \  oric  two  dies  for  making 

money,  &c. ;  but  the  ironwork  and he  receives  from 

the  Ezoheouer  of  the  lord  Kin^,  Ac,  and  ho  looks  for  the  grace  of  the 
lord.  He  claims  also  fmrn  ancient  times  to  have  amendment  of  breach 
of  the  assize  of  all  hi^t  i  ininia.  Ac.  And  he  says  that  all  his  predecessors 
Archbishops  of  York  have  always  used,  without  interruption,  all  the 
liberties  he  now  claims,  from  a  time  whereof  there  is  no  memory  .  .  . 
and  this  he  is  prepared  to  verify  as  the  court  shall  think  fit. 


(4  LOUCESTKR8HIRE. 


Reference. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

Time  of 
Market. 

Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 

Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Note 

Plac.  de  Quo 
Warranto  ot 

Ragamann. 

"asch. 

15  Edw.  I.. 
P.  242,  Rot.  2. 

Stanley 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday' 

•        •    ,    - 

Eve.  day,  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Gregory. 

Ch.  of  3  Jan. 
37  Hen.  III. 

P. 
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Market  Fau-, 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Reference. 

Manor. 

Claimant 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

of  Market 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimaiit. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.  246.  Rot  5  - 

Bristol 

Abbot  of 
Tewkesbury. 

F. 

1 

- 

Whitsun     tCh.  of  Henry  II. 
Week. 

p.  1 

2*7.  Rot.  6       - 

Wikewaro     - 

Rog.  la  Ware- 

M.           ' 

Tuestluy        -         -         -      Oh.  of  2  Jan. 

P. 

1 

F.             ! 

Whit  Monday 

and  two  days 

following. 

O  AUW.   I. 

247,  Rot.  6 

Northleach    - 

Abbot  of 
Gloucester. 

M.          ! 

Wednesday 

Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

S8.  Peter  and 

Paul. 

Ch.  Of  22  March, 
11  Hen.  III. 

^'      . 

248,  Rot.  r, 

Marsfield       • 

Abbot  of 
Kcynshnni. 

M. 

F. 

tumbril 

pillory,  and 

aflttrize  of  bread 

and  beer,  by 

reason  of  the 

said  M.  and  F. 

Tuesday 

Eve,  day  and 
1    morrow  of 
1    8.  Oswald. 

Ch.  of  8  Nov. 
50  Hen.  III. 

P. 

i 

1 

251,  Rot.  8  d.  - 

Payneswyk    - 

W.  Fit z  Warren 

M. 
F. 

Thursday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow   of 
the  Assump- 
tion. 

Ch.  8  Apr.  37 
Hen.  III. 

P. 

268  Rot.  10      - 

Tewkesbury, 
Fiarford, 
Thombury. 

Gilbert  declare 
B.  of    Glou- 
cester. 

M. 
F. 

.  1  -         -         -  ;  Prescription  - 
-  1  -         -         -             Uo. 

A. 

Do. 

Chercheden  - 

Archbishop  of 
York. 

^' 

Eve,da>'  and  |  Ch.  6  Apr.  m 
morrow  of  l    Hen.  III. 
S.   Bartho-! 
lomew   the  ' 
Apostle. 

P. 

254,  Rot.  11  d.  - 

Frompton 
Cotelee. 

M.  Walerandat 

M. 

F. 

MondttN 

-     Ch.    12     June 

13  Edw.  1. 

Eve,  day  and 

morrow   of  i 

S.  Thomaa' 

the  Martyr. 

P. 

255.  Rot.  12      - 

Wot  ton 

Th.  de  Bcrkloye 

M. 
F. 

Frj.lay         -  ■  -         -         -  j  Ch.  tIAiie.  36 

Hen.  III. 

-  1  Eve,  day  and  1 

morrow  of  j 

'    Exaltation   i 

of  the  Cross.  ; 

^- 

# 

266,  Rot.  12  d. - 

Berkeley 

M. 
F, 

F. 

Mondin       -i-         -         -  ICh.of Henry  11. 

-  j  Eve,  day  and    Prescription  - 
1    morrow  of 

1    Nativity  of 
'    theVirpn. 

-  Thursday  in             Do. 

Whitsun 
Week. 

P. 
A. 

A. 

[Nctef^:} 

260,  Rot.  14  d.- 

Tutbury 

W.  de  Breuse 

M. 

F. 

Prescription  - 

Do. 

P. 
P. 

263,  Rot.  17     - 

Tokynton      - 

Hugo  de  Points 

M. 

Tuesday     -     -        -         -       Ch.lOFeb. 
9  Edw.  I. 
-    Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Nicholas, 
and  eve,  day 
and  morrow 
of  Transla- 
tion of  S.     ' 
Nicholas. 

P. 

1 

F. 

268,  Rot.  17      ■ 

Newcnt  - 

Abbot  of 
Comieleyes. 

1 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday     -     -         -         -       Ch.  IB  June 
37  Hen.  III. 

Eve  of  S.     ! 
i                        1     Petetad     t 
1                              Vincula     | 
and  3  days 

following. 

P. 

! 
1 

264,  Rot.  18  d. ' 

Melbury        - 

,     Thomas  de 
1     Weyhiund. 

1 

F. 

1 

'         *         ' 

Charter - 

A. 

Adjourned  for  production 
of  charter. 

26.  IBerkelM.']  Et  quo  ad  mereatum  in  B.  et  similiter  quo  ad 
hundredum  de  B.  dicit  quod  predicta  mereatum  et  hundredum  clamat 
habere  per  oartum  Regis  Henrici  fihi  Imperatricis  quam  profert  et  que 
testotur  c^uod  idem  domiaus  Rex  dedit  et  concessit  Roberto  fllii  Hard' 
et  heredibus  snis  Berkela^  et  totam  Berkelaiemesse  manerium 
cum  omnibus  appendiciis  suis  plene  et  integre  sicnt  erat  in  ^mpore 
Henrici  Regis  avl  sui,  tenendum  in  feodo.  Et  preterea  dedit  idem 
Rex  et  concessit  eis  habere  in  predicto  manerio  liberum  marcheium. 
cum  omnibus  libertatibus  que  ad  marcheium  pertinent,  quaoungue  die 
in  septimana  voluerint  .  .  .  Et  quo  ad  feriam  in  Berklo  dicit 
quod  clamat  predictam  feriam  ibidem  habere  ab  antiquo,  eo'quod  ipse 
et  omnes  anteoessores  sui  a  tempore  feofTamenti  predict!  cxtitemnt  in 
seisma  de  predicta  feria.  .  .  .  Et  quo  ad  mereatum  quod  clamat 
in  Berkelay  dicit  quod  tenet  eum  per  diem  Lune  singulis  septimanis 
et  hoc  per  oartam  Regis  H.  patris  domini  Regis  Richardi  et  similiter 
per  cartam  predicti  Re^  Ricliardi  quas  profert  et  que  hoc  tesUuitur. 
Et  quia  ostendit  sufflciens  warrantum  et  testatur  quod  eo  usi  sunt. 
Ideo  ad  presens  inde  sine  die  salvo,  etc.  Et  quo  ad  feriam  ibidem 
dicit  quod  clamat  eam  tenere  in  vigilia  in  die  et  in  orastino  Nativitatis 
Beato  Marie,  etc.  Et  aliam  feriam  die  Jovis  in  septimana  Pentecostes 
et  illaa  clamat  ab  antiquo,  &(\  Et  Willielmus  Inge  qui  sequitur,  Ac 
dioit  anod  longa  seisiua  in  hujusmodi  frebus]  non  potest  ei  valere  sine 
speciali  warranto  et  petit  judicium.    Dies  dntii!^  est  nt  nnnn. 


IBerkelsy.l  And  sa  to  the  market  at  Berkeli^y  and  also  as  to 
the  Hundrea  he  says  that  he  claims  to  have  the  said  market  and 
hundred  by  a  charter  of  King  Henry  IL  which  be  pi^uoes  and  which 
testifies  that  the  said  King  granted  to  Robert  FitsHardinge  and  his 
heirs  Berkeley  and  all  Berkelaiemesse  as  a  manor  with  its  appur- 
tenances, &C.  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  King  Henr^  his  grandfather  to 
hold  in  fee.  Ac.  .  .  .  and  further  the  same  King  gave  and  slanted 
to  him  nnd  them  to  have  in  the  said  manor  a  flreo  n;art  with  all 
liberties  which  pertain  to  a  mart,  on  every  day  in  the  week  .  .  . 
And  as  for  the  fair  in  Berkeley  he  claims  1o  have  it  there  from  ancient 
times  b^use  he  and  all  his  ancestors  from  the  time  of  the  grant  afore- 
said have  been  in  seisin  of  the  said  fair.  .  .  .  And  as  to  the  market 
which  ho  claims  in  Berkeley  he  says  that  he  holds  it  on  Monday  in 
everv  week  and  this  by  charter  of  King  Henrv  the  lather  of  King 
Richard  and  likewise  by  a  charter  of  the  said  King  Richard  both  of 
which  he  produces  and  thej  testify  aocordinglv,  and  because  he  showH 
sufficient  warrant  and  gives  testimony  of  user  therefore  for  the  present 
let  him  go  free  without  a  dav  saving  the  King's  right  And  as  to  the 
fair  there  he  claims  to  hold  it  on  the  eve.  day  and  morrow  of  the 
Nativity  of  the  Virgin,  and  another  fair  on  Thursday  in  Whitsun  week, 
and  he  claims  them  from  ancient  time&  &c.  And  W.  I.  the  King's 
attorney  says  that  in  such  matters  length  of  seisin  cannot  avail  with- 
out n  siKTwl  warrant  and  nnvf-  jud^mcul.  und  adny  is  j:i\*n  to  him. 
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County  of  Hertford. 


Reference. 


Manor. 


ClaimaDt. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Remit. 


Notes. 


Plao.  de  Jur.  et 

As.«.,  Mich. 

t!  £dw.  1. 

P.  277.  Rot.  SJS 


278,  Rot.  35      - 

278,  Rot.  36  d.  - 

279,  Rot.  36      - 

280,  Rot.  36  d.. 

280,  Rot.  36  d.  - 
280.  Rot.  87      - 


28S 


Plac.  15Bd.l. 
P.  288,  Rot.  19  d 


Estwick 


Staucdene 
Bif^nrave 

Watton 
Codikote 

la  Bemette  • 
Baudak  ■ 


Ric.  Tany 


Bic.deHeydon 

Johnde 
Wengham. 

Rob.  Aguylon 


Abbot  of 
Albans. 


St. 


Royston 


Esaewell 


Master  of  the 
Temple. 


Prior  of 
Royston. 


Abbot  of 
!  Westminster. 


M. 

F. 

M. 
M. 

F. 
F. 
M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 


M. 

F. 


F. 
M. 


Tuesday 


Monday 


Wednesday 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
St.  Botolph. 


S.Matthew's 
Day  and 
four  days 
following. 


Eve  and  day 
of  8.  Thomas 
the  Martyr. 

Whitsnn 
Week. 


Ch.ofHen.III 


Prescription  • 

Da 
ClLof  Hen.IlI, 

Do. 

Do. 
Ch.  of  John  . 
Ch.ofHen.III. 


Ch.  of  Rio.  I. 
Ch.  of  Hen.  Ill 

Ch.  of  Ric.  I. 


Ch.ofBdw. 
the  Confessor. 


P. 


A. 
P. 

P. 
P. 

P. 
P. 


Jury  trial  ordered. 


The  charter  gave  **Bun- 
dinas  .  .  .  cum  omnibus 
ezitibus  qui  iudepotemnt 
provenire,  ita  liberas  et 

auietas  sicut  alique  nun- 
ine  liberiores  et  qnieti- 
ores  sunt  in  terraAogUe." 


[3ro«#27.] 


27.  ' Essemll.^  Et  quo  a'l  predictum  mercatura  dicit  quod  Sanctus  Bdwardus quondam  Bex  Anglie coutulit  eis  manerium  de  Essewell  cum 
predicto  luercato^  ct  quo  i  ipse  ot  omnes  predeoessores  sui  semper  postea  mercatum  illud  habuerunt  et  illo  usi  vunt  huousque  :  et  Tioecomes  hoc 
idem  t4>fltatur.    Ideo  predictus  abbas  inde  sine  die.  Ac. 


HUNTINGDONSHIRB. 


Market,  Fair, 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Uefen-m-o. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

of  Market. 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

Viae.  «Ie  Quo 

Warr..  Mich., 

U  Edw.  1., 

P.  298. 

Jakeuleo 

Abbot          of 
Thomey. 

M. 

F. 

Thursday  - 

Five     days 
yewrly. 

Ch.  of  William 
the  Conqueror. 

Ch.of 
U«  Henry  m. 

P. 

"On    inquiry    if   he    has 
gallons  and   other  judi- 
cial instruments,  he  says 
he  has  gallons  at  Jalleslee 
'ratione hundredi  sui '. . . 
and  tumbril  and  pillory 
there    'ratione    mercati 
sui." 

[^0^88.] 

Wodeston      - 

.  .  . 

M. 

F. 

Wednesday 

Eight  days 
yearly. 

Ch.  of  6th  Aug., 

62  Henry  111., 

with  proof  of 

seisin. 

299 

Bcrkesworth- 

Simon      Fits 
Richard. 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday     - 

Whit  Mon- 

day    and 

Tuesday. 

9  Jan., 

40  Henry  lU.. 

and  proof  of 

seisin. 

P. 

301    -        -        - 

St.  Neots      - 

Prior    of   St. 
Neots. 

M. 

Thursday  • 

. 

Ch.  of  Henry  L 

P. 

F. 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Ascension^ 
and  eve,  day 
and  morrow 
of  St.  Peter 
adVincula. 

Presonption  • 

A 

iNotet9.^ 

28.  [JaUeslf'e.]  Dominus  W.  Rex  Conqnestor  Anglie  concessit  ecclesie  6.  Marie  Thomensis  mercatum  ad  manerium  snum  de  Jalleslee 
quietum  et  tranquillum  cum  saka  et  soka  et  theolonio  ct  omnibus  ronsuetudinibus  suis  et  hoc  die  Jovis,  etc. 

29.  iSt.  SeotM.^  "H.  Rex  primus  concessit  MonochiK  S.  Neoti  imum  mercatum  in  villa  que  antiquitns  vooebstur  BrTMilphiberia  et  que 
modo  vocatur  villa  8.  Neoti  ...  Ft  quo  ud  feriam  .  .  .  prolert  cartsm  H.  Regis  primi  iji  uua  continentiir  heo  ver^:  Precipio  quod 
faciatis  monHchoJi  haliere  de  illis  qui  ad  mercatum  suum  et  ad  leriam  buam  venerint  thoolomum  et  stallflgium  et  alias  rectas  consuetudmes  suas 
quas  babeo  iti  meis  dominicls  mercatii."  Dicit  insuper  quod  hnbvit  filiai>  cart 88  rcgias  que  amisse  fuerutit  et  deperdite  inlVa  jam  xx.  annis 
elap8i!<,  quando  campanarium  ecclesie  joie  oomiit." 
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Market,  Fair. 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

BtHsraioe. 

Manor. 

Olaimant. 

or  other 

of  Market 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pk>adedk7 
Olaimant 

Baiult 

Notea. 

p.aos  - 

KjffiM^^t^n    . 

Bad  or  Hero- 
ford      and 

M. 

^ 

. 

A 

Objection  that  be  ahoira  no 
"  rafficient  warnmt"  and 
that  he  haa  nothing  in 

F. 

the  laid  M.  and  F..  aave 

only  by  naorpatiQn  of  the 
rS^  of  the  Orown  by 
Ui  anoeatora. 

806 

Bamaey 

Abbot         of 
Bamaey. 

M.  infra 

^niftw^*ft 

ioamde 

Bamaey. 

Wednewlay 

Oha.  of  Henry 
I..  II.,  and  in. 

A. 

extendi  "infm  nnam 
*  lengatam  ciica  eccleaiam 
"  &  Benedieti.'*andobimB 

Ml;fior*'^?s?^tS; 
sr'h.*^rs?p5rc 

eleot  wb^Ser  he  ebOma 

'*priTile8e.''lbr  these  two 

trariom  ae  habent  et  non 
eat  jnri  oonaonnm  onod 

906 

St.  Ivee 

K 

Ch.of  Henry  L 

7May, 
4S  Henry  IIL 

a- 

[AM»80.3 

lOS 

Botolbrigg    . 

J.  de  Drayton 

Toll. 

. 

... 

to  take  ^  tor 
eachihip. 

A 

Alwalton       - 

Abbot  of 

M..andihip- 
toncaUecT 

Friday 

... 

Charters  of 

A 

Peterborougb. 

87  and  68 

HenxylU. 

80.  1st.  Jms.j  **  Et  super  hoc  Teniunt  ballivi  domini  l^g^s  de  Huutedon*  et  dicuut  quod  sunt  in  seisina  nomine  Regis  de  theokmio 
ca|>ieudo  in  predicta  feria  quod  .  .  .  spt^tat  ad  Tillam  de  H.  .  .  .  ita  quod  iidem  balliTi  portsre  debent  quamdam  nigram  Tirgam  m  predicts 
feria  et  oollijrpre  iheolotiium  per  totam  feriam  sicut  continetur  in  carta  Henrici  [III.]  .  .  .  Et  abbas  dicit  quod  revera  debent  portare  predio- 
tam  virKam  set  non  debent  coUigere  theolonium  nisi  ad  exitus  ville.  Et  super  boo  dictum  est  ballivis  prediotis  quod  capiant  thedlonlum  aeov  ^ 
propodtum  carte  domini  Regis  quam  inde  habent.    Bt  dies  datus  est  pradicto  abbati  de  audiendo  judido  suo,  Ac." 


Kent. 


Market  Fair. 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Beleranoe. 

Manor. 

Olaimant 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

of  Market 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pleadedk^  . 
Olaimant 

Beanlt 

Notes. 

P.810(Plac 
deOuo  warr. 

4Edw.IL) 
P.  810,  Rot  Id. 

Eynesford     • 

W.  Puge  and 
M.deOrieL 

M. 
F. 

Friday 

•        .        • 

Preaoription 

P. 

818.  Rot  2d.  - 

Mailing 

Abbess  of 
Mailing. 

M. 
F. 

Wednesday 
and  Saturday. 

Btc  and  day 
of  8.  Peter 
adVinoula, 

eve  and  day 

of  8.  Martin. 

and  eve  and 
day  of 

S.Leonaid. 

Do. 
Do. 

P. 

C^b<«81.] 

Shipbum 

R.  de  Bavent 

F. 
M. 

... 
Monday 

BVe,day.and 
morrow  of 
8.GUea. 

Ch.of  Aug.  1.. 
18Bdw?I. 

P. 

Wateringbury 

H.deLeybum 

M. 

Tuesday 

.        •        . 

Ch.ofBdw.lI. 

P. 

Fair  iaolaimed  for  e«0o  days 
only 

F. 

BTe.day.and 
morrow  of 

Baptist 

818.Rot8d. 
(and  816. 
Rot  5.) 

Clecumbe 

B.de8tLeger 

M. 

F. 

Friday 

•        •        • 

Eve.  day.  and 
morrow  of 
All  Saints. 

A 

Newenham   • 

J.  de  Cham- 
pagne. 

M. 

F. 

Thursday 

Bve  and  day 

of  S&  Peter 

and  Paul. 

Ch.  of  80  Oct.. 
31  Edw.  I. 

P. 

814^  Rot  4 

OumbweU     • 

Prior  of  Cumb- 
well. 

F. 

with"theo. 

Ionium,  terra- 

ffium.  and 

stallagiuro." 

I 

Day  and 
morrow  of 

8.  Mary 
Magdalen. 

1 

Ch.of 
11  Henry  III.. 

for  the  fair. 

and  evidence 

of  UHer  as  to 

rights  exercised 

there. 

P. 

31.  [MaUing: 
•econd  date. 


-In  the  "Bill"  of  Franchises,  which  apptars  at  |».  843,  "the  eve,  day,  and  morrow  of  6.  Matthew"  sppears  instead  of  the 
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MariLetFair, 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Referenoe. 

H&nor. 

Claimant. 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

of  Market. 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.  314.  Rot.  4- 

John  de  Mere- 
worth. 

F. 

-  lBve,day,and 
morrow  of 
•  S.  Lawrence. 

Ch.  of  18  July, 
ISBdw.lT 

P. 

915    • 

FaTersham    - 

Abbot  of 

M. 



Ch.  of  Henry  II. 

P. 

Faversham. 

F. 
Toll. 

8.  Peter  ad 

Yinoula  and 

7  days 

for  the  fair,  and 
for  the  re«t. 

following. 

'              j 

817.  Hot.  6       - 

8entlyugCr^ 

IgKiS.*' 

M. 

Wednesday 

. 

Ch.of4Julr.   1              1 
9  Edw.  1. 

F. 

-    Eve.day,and 

the  Assump- 

1 

tion. 

518,  Rot.  7       - 

Plum8t«ad     • 

Abbot   of   St. 

M. 

Tw«day 

^ 

... 

INote  32.1 

Augustine 

F. 

-        •        • 

Eve,  day,  and 

;    morrow  of 

*  S.  Nicholas. 

Canterbury    • 

Da 

F. 

. 

Feast  of  the 
Translation 
of  S.  Augus- 

1 

1 

tine. 

1 

Meiutre       in 

Do. 

M. 

Friday 

. 

Chs.  of  Edward  1      P. 

Thanet. 

the  Conf ejwor, 

F.       . 

.  .     - 

Etc  and  day 

ofHenrjIIL,  ! 

of  8.  Mildred. 

of  John  (by 
Inspoximus), 

mS?,  6  Edw.  11., 

which  last 

confirmed 

all  rights. 

Lenhetn 

Do. 

M. 

Tuesday 

1 

320,  Rot  8  d.  • 

Rochester      - 

Brother  John. 

Pre-emption 

•         .         « 

-        -        - 

Allowance  ui   .      P. 

The  ri;dit  maintained  is, "  to 

Prior  of  the 

and  toll. 

a  former  lt<'r.  t 

-  have  one  fourth  of  the 

Church     of 

"moneys  erJHing  from  toll 

Rochester. 

"  in  the  said  city  by  land 
"and  water,  one    fourth 

"of  the  receipts  of   the 

"  passage  of  the  water  at 

•*  the  Broken  Bridire.  one 

,    "fourth  of  the  issues  of 

!    "  the  bai  1  i wick  of  the  city 

) 

(except  the  King's  ga- 
"  vel),  the  whole  toll  aria- 

"ing  from  the  two  days 

i 

"flurof  8.  Paulinus,  free 

1 
1 

"portage    for    his   goods 
"into  the  city,  and  pre- 

"  emption  next  after  the 

"  King  and  his  servants 

"in  buyiuff   his  victuals 

-  in  the  citv."    See  dUo 

the    Bill  of   Franchises. 

! 
1 

which  appeatrs  at  p.  351. 

Frendeabery  • 

. 

F. 

. 

Unnamed 

Do. 

Stoke     .       . 

F. 

- 

Do. 

Do. 

Woldham      - 

. 

F. 

- 

Do. 

Do. 

Sonthfleet     • 

- 

F. 

. 

S.  Nicholas 
Dv. 

Do. 

Deniton 

. 

F. 

. 

Unnamed 

Do. 

321,  Rot.  9       • 

Ohilbam        . 

mere. 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

Eve  of  the 

Assumption, 

and  8  days 

following. 

ClLorEdwardl. 

The  whole  proceedings  are 
removed  into  Parliament 
by     writ     of     6     Feb., 
7  Edw.  II. 

Do. 

Brhethe 

Do. 

M. 

Tuesday 

. 

Prescription 

- 

[Aroto88.1 

Da 

Kingiton 

Do. 

F. 

. 

Eve  and  day 
of  S.  Giles. 

Da 

WUtstttble    - 

Do. 

TolLanda 
toll  &ee  fish 

market  at 
Cauterbuiy. 

823,  Rot.  10 

Lillechupphe  - 

Prioretaof 
Hegham. 

F.  and  toll. 

- 

Eve,  day  and 

'    morrow  of 

Oh.  4  Sept.. 
17  JMw.  1. 

P. 

,  Michaelmas. 

328.  Rot.  10  (]. . 

Huntyngdon  • 

John  de  Len- 

M. 

Tuesday 

. 

Pn'M-riptio!! 

It    's    errtmrouhly  alleged 

ham. 

that  the.v  M-ei-e  aUowe<l 

F. 

- 

Eve  of  A8- 

on  the  liust  Hor.    The  M. 

stimntion 

is  disallowed  njid  the  F. 

and4follow- 

restored  to  the  claimant 

ingdayl. 

1      on  a  fine  of  1  mark,  hn 
\     annual     value     having 
1      been  found  by  the  jury 

tobeScf. 

32.  [^PlutMUad^  <£'C.]  The  abbot's  daim  includes  "theolonium  in  precinctu  mnuerioram  suomm  ubi  dari  d«')iet  ot  oonsuevit  et  cousuetu- 
dinem  que  dicitur  theamea,*'  which  he  refers  to  the  words  *'  thol  and  theames  **  in  Edwai^i  the  Confessor's  t'harter.  and  the  words  "  theolonium 
suum  in  terra  et  in  aqua  et  oonsuetudinem  que,  dicitur  themes  super  omnes  allodarios  quod  eis  habuit  datus  "  ifi  the  Charter  of  John. 

33.  {WhUstabU.'}  Et  quo  ad  hoc  quod  olamat  habere  quandam  libertatem  in  Villa  Cantuaria  pertinentem  ad  manerium  suuid  do  W.  quod 
omnes  tenentes  sui  piAcarins  lisbebunt  quandam  plaoeam  in  r^ia  strata  inter  ecclesiam  Omnium  Sanctorum  ot  eiclesiam  Sti.  Audren  contitientoni 
in  loiigitudine  80  pedes  et  in  latitudine  tres  pedes  ad  pisces  eorum  vendondas  alMque  tolneto  alicui  dand  &r.,  dicit  pro  domino  Reee  quod  .  .  . 
non  est  resale  nee  libertan    .    .    .    immo  iiotnis  d«»liet  dici  libernra  tenementiim.  Ac. 
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Aeference. 


P.  824,  Rot.  11- 
3?5,  Rot. lid.  ■ 


,  Rot.  12 


387,  ttot  IS  d. 


Do. 


329 


330 


Newenden 
Wnlmer 


Stokberi 

Westwell 

Baatohurcta   • 

Aimldre 

Oodmenham 

Bokyni?' 

Shorne 

Hertsham 
Orluidston    • 

Elham 
Aahotford 

Sutton 


Olaimaat. 


G.  le  WalejB 
N.deOryel  - 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


M.  and  toll     ,    Thursday 


Toll  and 
customs. 


Prior  of  Christ 
Church. 
Canterbury. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


J.  de  North- 
wood. 


Do. 


Willm.  de 
Orlandston. 


Juliana  de 
Leybum. 


A.  de  Valence 


BrenchMliH)  -     Earl  of  Glou- 


-    Wye 


Abbot  of 
Battle. 


F. 
F. 
M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 

M. 

F. 


M. 
F. 
M. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Result. 


Notes. 


Prescription 
Pre«cription 


Wednesday 


Rve  and  day  |    Prescription 
of  S.  Mary   • 

Mnicdalen.    j 


Prescription 

and  allowance 

on  previous 

Iter. 


Annunciation 

of  Blessed 

Virgin  Maiy. 

S.  Peter*8 
I      Di^in 
I     Summer. 

Is.  Lawrence's 
Day. 

jS.  Mai7  Mag- 
'       dafen. 


Thursday 


Eve  and  day 
I  of  S8.  Peter 
,    and  Paul. 

Eve  and  day 
!    of  Nativity 
of  8.  John 
,  the  Baptist. 


Ch.of 
Henry  III. 


Thursday 


Monday 


I  . 


I  Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
the  Finding 

'  of  the  Holy 
CroHB. 


(five,  day  and 
'    morrow  of 
^  AllSainta.) 


Saturday 


I 


Eve  and  day 

of  the 

Beheading  of 

8.  John  the 

Baptibt. 


Ch.of 
Henry  III. 


Prescription. 


Do. 


831 

Hawkhurst   • 

... 

M. 

i 

F.            1 

333        -          -  1  Chni:<)k  - 

. 

F. 

836 
(Plac.  de  Jur. 

et  Aw»., 

Hil.,  7  Ed w.  I.. 

Mem.  82.) 

Gurest' 

WiU.de  Monte 
Crtnisio. 

M.           ! 

3J«i 

Plac.de  Jur.  et 
Aiw.,  Pasch., 
i\  Edw.  I. 

East     (^«reen- 
wich. 

Abbot  of  Gaunt 

Toll 

86g 

Stutynges      • 

W.deKirkeby 

M. 
F. 

369 

Wykham       - 

M. 
F. 

369 

Chileham      - 

Alez.deBaUol 

M. 
F. 

Tlmrsday 


Tuesday 


Thursday 


Eve,  day.  and 
'    morrow  of 
t  St.  Gregory-. 


-  I  Ch.  of  William 

the  Conqueror,  j 

'    and  various    ! 

conflrinncion 

charters. 


Three  days 
Two  days 


Tuesday 


five  of  the 
Assumption, 
and  7  follow- 
ing days. 


Disclaimed. 


He  voaobet  his 
lessor  to 
warranty. 

Prescription 


R. 


Proscription   |      P. 


P. 
P. 


Among  the  tolls  are  Id.  for 
every  fisherman  landing, 
id.  for  every  hawker  of 
fish,  and  td,  for  everyone 
landing  from  a  ship. 

Rolls  of  bust  Iter,  show 
that  the  claimant's  pre- 
decessor did  not  claim  it. 
It  is  valued  at  ISd.  yearly, 
and  aiUudged  to  the 
Crown,  subject  to  the 
right  of  other  cUumanta. 


The  iuty  find  that  there 
has  been  no  user  of  the  M. 
and  F.  granted  by  the 
charter,  **  therefore  let 
*  Wm.  be  in  mercy,  and 
"  let  them  not  uiie  that 
"  M.  or  F.  for  the  future." 


-  !  Ch.  of  Henry  I. '      P.     I 


The  chdm  was  to  take  '*of 
*•  every  cart  of  firewood  on 
**  the  King's  High  Street 
"lii.,"  as  kayage;  but 
the  jury  find  it  to  be  a  re- 
cent extortion,  and  there- 
fore abbot  is  in  marcy. 


K  4 
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Beference. 


Manor. 


Glainuuit. 


Market,  Fiir, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


TiUe 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Beault. 


Notes. 


P.  309 


an 


361 
861 


Kingeston     - 
Eastbridge    • 

Hoo 

Stokebury,  Jtc 
Dereiite 


PaTenham, 
Ac 


366 


Tonge 


Eyneeford 


Gobham 


Bnditede 


The  Master  of 

the  '*  Domus 

Dei "  at  Dover. 

H.Poynt*. 
AblK>tof 
Beading. 

N.  de  Cugel 

Prior  of 
Bocbester. 

Abbot  of 
Favenham. 


BPita- 
Bernard. 


B.  de  Sand- 
wich, and  N. 
deOryel. 

WdeSay      - 


Barlof 
GloQcetter. 


M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
M. 


M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 


Eve.  and  day 
of  St.  Giles. 


Ch.  of  Henry 
III. 


Thursday 


Ascension 
Day. 


Disolaimed. 

Do. 
Do. 

Prescription 
Disclaimed. 
Prescription 
Disclaimed. 
Prescription 


Lancashibr. 


p.  869  Plac.de 

Quo  Warr.  et 

BagM  Trin., 

ao  Edw.  I. 

Rot.  1. 

370 


Chamock      -  i  W.  de  Lee 


Ormskirk 


870 


871 


Daiton  in  Fur- 


Prior  de 
Bursken. 


Abbot  or 
Furno88. 


M. 
P. 

M. 
F. 


Wigan 


,  Master  Adam  I 
Ide  Walton.  Par-I 
I  son  of  Wigan.  : 


378 


378 


880 


890 


Ulveston 


Stenton 


Ergam 


Homoby 


John  of  Lan- 
caster. 


John  By  run  • 


Margaret  de 
Nevill. 


M. 

P. 


.M. 
F. 


M. 
P. 

M. 
P 
M. 

F. 


Friday 


Thursday 


Eve.  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Botolph. 


Eve  of 
Beheading  of 

S.John 

Baptist,  and 

4  Tollowing 

days. 


^    . 


Monday 


Monday 


One  on  the 

'  eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

St  Edward 

the  Confessor. 

And  other 

fairs  not 

described. 


Eve  of  the 
Ascension, 
and  5  follow- 
ing days  and 

eve  and 
morrow  of 
All  Saints. 


Ch.  16  Sept.. 
12  Edw.  I.! 


Ch.  8  Apr.. 
14  Edw.  I. 


Prescription   i      P. 

By  charter  of 
Henry  HI. 


By  prescription 


Tnursday 


Charters  of 

80  Henry  UL 

(erecting  W. 

into  a  Borough 

having  tiild 
Merchant,  with 
house  and  ail 
liberties  to  such 
a  gild  pertain- 
ing. Ac.)  and  of 
42  Henry  IV. 

Ch.of8Edw.L 


Eve  day  and 
I     morrow 
of  Nativity 
B.V.M. 


Plea  of  nonage 


P.  (in 
part.) 


Ch.  of  8  Edw.  I 


Eve,  day  and 

morrow  of 

Nativity  of 

S.  John 

Baptist. 

Eve,  day  and  I 
morrow  of  ' 
S.  Margaret. ' 


I  On  inouiry  as  to  user,  the 
Jury  nnd  for  the  claimant. 


The  Prior  pleads  that  **  as- 
sise of  bread  and  ale'* 
is  a  liberty  appurtenant 
and  annexed  to  market 
and  flur,  and  prays  that 
he  may  enjoy  that  liberty, 
by  reason  of  the  King^s 
grant,  on  all  days  of 
market  and  fair.  On  an 
inquiry  it  is  found  that 
he  has  so  used  the  fk«n- 
chise,  and  judgment  is 
given  for  him  accord- 
ragly. 

Objection  is  taken  that  the 
abbot  takes  assise  of 
bread,  Ac.  all  the  year 
round,  and  not  on  M.  and 
F.  days  only,  as  he  should, 
and  that  he  punishes  by 
fine  always,  and  not "  per 
judicialia." 


The  right  of  assise  of  bread, 
Ac.  on  M.  and  F.  days  is 
allowed,  but  not  at  other 
times :  but  he  is  amerced 
for  disuse  of  corporal 
punishment. 


s- 


Assise  uf  bread,  Ac.  on 
ixuuifBt  and  fair  days  "as 
p^Ttaining  and  annexed'* 
ut  supra. 
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Raforenoe. 


P.S81 


881 


381 


888 


888 

383 


384 


885 


388 


Manor. 


Liverpool 
Clitheroe 

Bochdale 
Warton 


QarstAnff 
Kirkham 


Lancaster 


Preston 


Warrington 


Laton 


Olaimant 


Bailifhand 
Community. 


H.deLacy 


Injrramde 
Qynes. 


Abbot  of  Vale 
Royal. 


Bailiffs  and 
Community'. 


Do. 


W.  le  Botiller 


Do. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 


M. 
F. 
H. 
P. 

M. 
F. 
M. 


H. 

M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


H. 

F. 

M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


Time 
of  Market. 


Saturday 


Wedneiday 


Wednesday 


Sunday 
Thursdi^ 


Saturday. 


Friday 


Wedneiday 


Wednesday 


Timo  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Day  and 
morrow  of 

8.Mai7 
Magdalen. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Chs.  of  K.  John 
and  of  Henry 

in. 

Prescription 
Ch.  of  4  John. 


Ch.  of  25  Henry 
III. 


Plea  of  pur- 
party. 


Disclaimed. 
Ch.ofl5Edw.I, 


Eve  of 
Nativity  of 

S.  John 
Baptist,  and 

4dayB 
following. 


From  the 

evoof 

Michaelmas 

for  eleven 

days. 


Assumption 
and  7  days 
following. 


Eve  of  S. 

Andrew  and 

7  following 

days. 


Eve  of 
Transl.  of 
S.  Thomas 
and  7  fol- 
lowing days. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  d 
8.  Andrew. 


Ch.  of  John 

as  Earl  of 

Moretain 

^rantintc  **  the 

*•  liberties  of 

"  Bristol." 

followed  by 

another  as 

King  granting 

instead  **  the 

*'  liberties  of 

**  Northamp- 

**  ton,"  Ac 

Ch.  of  John 

as  Earl  of 

Moretain,  and 

confirmation 

charter  of 

iJohn 

(granting  **  the 

^'  liberties  on 

"  Newcastle- 

**  under-Lyne," 

Ac) 

Ch.of 
41  Hen.  IIL 


Cb.of 
ISEdw.  L 


Ch.of 
r4lHen.llL 


Result 


P. 


A. 


Notes. 


UVj^34.] 


The  King's  attorney  charged 
that  the  claimant  had  held 
a  market  at  Gsrstang  and 
taken  **  stallages,  tolls,  and 
other  profited :  but  the 
jury  found  the  cot  trary. 


U. 


P. 


The  King's  attorney  pleads 
that  they  are  holding  their 
M.  and  F.  on  the  wrong 
days  (the  fair  of  North- 
ampton being  at  All 
Saints).  Therefore  the 
franchiBCM  are  valued  at 
164  marks  yearly,  and 
seized,  and  restored  on  a 
fine. 


Seised  on  allegations  of 
discrepancy,  and  the  town 
pays  10  marks  for  a 
respite. 


34.  ILiverpool.]  **  And  some  of  the  men  of  the  Borough  of  Liverpool  appear  for  the  Community  :  And  they  ay  that  at  present  they  have  no 
Bailiff  of  themselves,  but  they  used  to  have  one  till  Edmund  the  KIuk's  brother  deprived  them  end  prevented  them  from  having  a  tree  borough 
.  .  .  And  for  the  other  liberties,  they  say  they  used  to  have  them,  but  the  said  Edmund  has  them  now  :  And  they  say  that  the  Lord  John  King, 
Ac  at  the  time  when  the  borough  hefmn  to  be  Kranted  by  his  charter  which  they  produce  to  all  his  faithful  men  who  had  taken  burgage  tenements 
there,  that  they  should  have  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  all  liberties  and  free  customs  which  am'  free  boroufrh  or  the  See  has  in  the  King's  land  :  And 
the  Lord  Henry  (III.)  by  his  charter  .  .  .  granted  that  the  town  of  Liverpool  should  be  a  free  burgh  for  ever  and  that  the  burgesses  thereof  should 
have  a  merchant  gild  with  house  and  other  liberties  pertaining  to  a  gild :  And  that  they  should  have  soc  and  sak  and  thol  Ac  to  be  quit  of  toll,  Ac." 
Therefore  the  sheriffii  directed  to  cause  the  said  Edmund  to  appear,  Ac. :  And  the  community  are  to  be  here  to  prosecute  him,  with  the  King's 
attorney,  Ac. 


County  op  Lincoln. 


Beferenoe. 

Manor. 

Claunant. 

Market.  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

Timo 
of  Market. 

Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 

TiUe 
pleaded  by 
Chiimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

31»           -       . 

(Plac.de  Lib. 

et  Quo  Warr.. 

Trin.. 

9  Bdw.  I.) 

Holbech 

T.  do  Multon 

M. 
F. 

Thursday 

Eve  and  day 
of  Michael- 
mas. 

Ch.  of  SI  Oct., 
87  Hon.  IIL 

P. 

An  allegation  of  misuser 
was    negatived     by    the 
jury. 

65729. 
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Reference. 

Manor. 

Olaimant. 

Market,  Fair. 

or  other 
Glaim  alleged. 

Time 
of  Market. 

Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 

Title 
pleaded  by 
Glaimant.     • 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.3M      -       - 

Bbyreleby   - 

Gh.  Marmyon 

M. 
P. 

Tuesday 

•        •        • 

Bve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
8.  Benedict. 

Gh.of^JaiL, 
44  Hen.  III. 

P. 

An  allegation  of  misuser 
was  negaUved  bj  the 
jury. 

394 

Sootere  -      - 

Abbot  of 

M. 
P. 

Wednesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S8.  Peter 
and  Paul. 

Gh.ofHen.UI. 

Stamford 
Graham 

Do. 
Do. 

M. 

Prescription  - 

Un. 

finished 

The  claim  is  "totdEO  die 
'*  standard  of  the  lUng's 
•*  market  within  ioie 
••  manor." 

396            .       - 

Catthorp       - 

W.  de  Vescy  - 

M. 
P. 

Friday 

Eve  and  day 
of  S.  James. 

Do. 

P. 

He  is  found  to  have  mis- 
used the  right  of  "stan- 
dard" by  fining  those 
convicted  of  using  fUse 
measures,  whereas  he 
ou^t  to  attach  them 
andbring  them  before  the 
Kind's  marshal  or  the 
justices  in  Byre;  there- 
fore in  meroy*  Ac 

S96 

Baaton  -       ■ 

Abbot  of 
GroyUnd. 

M. 

P. 

Thursday 

Eve  of 
Nativity  of 

S.Jo&i 
Baptist  and 

4  days 
foUowing. 

Charters  of 
Hen.  III. 

P. 

898            -       - 

Groyland 

Do. 

M. 

Wednesday. 

897        - 

Skytebroke   - 

PeterGalle   - 

M. 

P. 

Pnday 

•        •        > 

Eve  of 

S.  Matthew 

and7days 

foUowing. 

Gh.  of  11  July. 
62  Hen.  Ilil 

P. 

896           -       . 

Byrton  • 

R.de 
Wykeham. 

M. 
P. 

Monday 

Eve  of 

S.  Luke  and 

Tdaysfol- 

lowing. 

Gh.  of  10  Nov., 
8  Edw.  I. 

P. 

398 

Glentham     - 

R.de 
Braokenbmy. 

M. 
P. 

Monday 

a                  >                   « 

Bve,  di^  and 

morrow  of 

S.Mary 

Magdalen. 

Gh.  of  4  Feb., 
6  Edw.  I. 

P. 

399 

Lutheburg    • 

Ric.  do  Breuse 

M. 
P. 

Monday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  George. 

Gh.4Ma^. 
51  Hen.  HI. 

P. 

400 

Bui  am  - 

B.de 
Golumbariis. 

M. 
P. 

Tuesday 

Eve  of 
S.  James 
and  7  days 
following. 

Gh.  of  23  June,' 
87  Hen.  III. 

P. 

401 

Spalding       • 

Prior  of 
Spalding. 

M. 
Do. 

Friday 
Tuesday 

•        •         * 

Gh.  of  6  May, 
26  Hen.  III. 

P. 

Plea  of  no  sufficient  war- 
rant failed.  A  schedule 
of  the  "toll  thorough" 

P. 

Eve  of 
S.  Nicholas 
and  14  days 

following, 
and  eve  of 
Holy  Gross 
and  8  days 

following. 

Prescription 

given. 

402 

Baslon  -      - 

Abbot  of 
Groyland. 

M. 
P. 

Thursday 

>        •        • 

Eve  of 
Nativity  of 

S.John 
and  4  days 
following. 

Gh.  of  4  Oct., 
41  Hen.  III. 

(Result  not  stated.) 

402        .          . 

Groyland 

Do. 

M. 
P. 

Wednesday 

•        •        « 

Eight  days 
before  and 
eight  days 
after  the 
feast  of 
S.Bar- 
tholomew. 

Prescription 

402 

Quapiielade  • 

Do. 

M. 

Saturday 

Gh.  of  10  July, 
2J>Hen.IlI. 

F. 

•        "        " 

Eve  of 

Assumption 

and  7  days 

following. 

404 

Holb-*ch      . 

P.  de  Gonsale 

M. 
F. 

Saturday 

Eve  and 

day  of 

S.8within. 

"Within  age" 

A. 
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Market,  Fair. 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Beferenoe. 

Hanor. 

Claimant. 

or  other 
Claim  alleged. 

of  Market 

Duration  of 
Fair. 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.40B       -       . 

Thoresweye  - 

Elvasde 
Babayne. 

M. 
F. 

Monday 

Morrow  of 

&  Peter  and 

4  following 

days. 

Ch.  of  10  May. 
87  Hen.  lit. 

P. 

406 

WeUebum    • 

Do. 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

Eve  of 

S.  Chad  and 

7  days 

foUowmg. 

C5h.of29  8ept.. 
56  Hen.  III. 

R. 

The  inry  si^  he  has  never 
used  tlie  fair,  and  he  has 
used  the  market  on  three 
days  only;  therefore  let 
him  go  to  judgment. 

410 

Ludlbrd 

Prior  deSizle 

M. 
F. 

Thursday 

Eve  and 

day  of 

8.  Peter  ad 

VincuUu 

Ch.  of  3  June, 
88  Hen.  III. 

P. 

410 

Steynton 

Peter  de  Gousle 

M. 

F. 

Monday 

Eve  of 

S.  Luke  and 

2  days 

following. 

Prescription 

A. 

The  claim  is  for  "M.  and 
"  F.  .  .  .  with  pillonr 
"  and  tumbril,  and  all 
"  other  liberties  and  tree 
"  customs  to  such  a  M. 
«  and  F.  pertaining." 

414 

Norketon      - 

Norman  Darcy 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

Eve  and  day 
of  8.  Mary 
Magdalen. 

(Plea  of 
purparty.) 

A. 

The  claim  is  to  "market. 
"  and  punishment  of 
"  breachof  assize  of  bread 
"and  beer,  and  other 
"  liberties  to  a  M.  per- 
"  tAining." 

416 

Magna 
Limbergh. 

H.  de  Beaumer 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

Eve.  day  and 
morrow  of 
88.  Peter 
and  Paul. 

Ch.  of  20  Oct., 
41  Hen.  in. 

P. 

The  toll  thorough  was  on 
salt.  Ac  at  the  rata  of 
half  a  bushel  from  a  cart 
of  salt  once  yearly. 

416 

Repinghale   - 

John  Goband 

F. 
M. 

Toll  traverse 

- 

. 

(Incomplete.) 

418 

Navenby 

Abbot  of 
F^amp. 

-        -        - 

"From  the 
9th  hour  on 
Wednesday 

till  the 
same  hour 
on  Friday." 

Prescription 

R. 

Jury  And  that  it  was  not 
an  ancient  toll ;  therefore 
let  him  go  for  judgment. 
{See  also  p,  ^  where 
the  market  is  mentioned.) 

421 

Graham 

Jjohnde 

Warenn,  Earl 

of  Surrey. 

M. 
F. 

No  days 

named. 

Alost  charter 
of  tronage  by 

Henry  III. 

is  spoken  of; 

but  for  the 

refit  the  title 
pleaded  is  that 
the  King  held 

the  manors 

with  these 

Uberties,  and 

granted  them 

accordingly. 

A. 

Plea  tRat  long  seisin  is  not 
sutflcient  warrant. 

42S 

Swinesheved  • 

R.  de  Greilley 

M. 
F. 

Standimlof 
measures. 

Thursday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  MaUhew. 

Prescription. 

A. 

The  claimant  dies  leaving 
his  son  "  within  age." 

424 

Barton 

Gilbert  de 
Gaunt. 

M. 
P. 

Monday 

•        •        • 

Feast  of  Holy 
Trinity,  and 

7dir8 
fbllowing. 

Prescription 

Ch.  of  28  Oct., 
30  Henry  III. 

(Inoom« 
plet«.) 

425       • 

Steynton 

P.  de  Goussell 

M. 
F. 

Monday 

Eve,  and 

day  of 

StTLuke. 

Prescription 

A. 

Plea  o|  no  sofBoient  war- 
rant. 

427 
427 

St.  Botolph*s 

(at  Dockedik. 

Ac.) 

Kirketon 

John  Fit! 
NioholoM. 

Tronageand 
pesage. 

"Pillory  and 

UbOTties 

pertaining 

to  a  market." 

At  the  fair 

of  St. 
Botolph. 

Prescription 

for  200  years, 

since  a  charter 

of  one  Ckman, 

who  granted 

to  one,  Richard 

Fitzkeimer, 

of  London,  a 

place  to  build 

on  in  the  vill 

ofBotolfstan. 

in  Holyland, 

and  all  the 

tronageand 

pesage,  Ac. 

P. 
A. 

The  jury  And  user,  as  a 
fact,  for  120  years  past ; 
therefore  judgment  for 
the  claimant. 

429 

Stowe 

Bishop  of 
Lincoln. 

M. 

F. 

Tronage,pesage» 

&c. 

•        •        - 

• 

Prescription 

A. 

Plea     of      no     sufficient 
warrant. 

189 

Louth 

D3. 

i     (The  like) 

- 

.  •        "        • 

Do. 
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BOTAL  COMIUSSION  ON  MABKKT  BLQHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


Befarence. 


Manor. 


OUdmant. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  alleffed. 


n  Time;;^ 
of  Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  ofj 

Fair. 


Title 

pleaded  by 

Beralt. 

Claimant. 

Prescription. 

No  appearance. 

Attached  to 

the  manor 

in  the  bandt 

of  the  King. 

A. 

A. 

Ch.  of  2  June 
43  Hen.  in. 

A. 

A. 

Notes. 


P.  429  - 
481 
4^       . 

484(4  438) 
486 


LafTord 


Kdjing    and 
Olypaton. 

Dunham 


Wermelay 
Hull   . 

Sallowe 
Newark 


Bishop  of 
Lincoln. 


Heury  de 
Laoey. 


W.  de  Valence 


Prior  of 
Ponefract. 


Archbishop 
of  York. 


Bishop  of 
Chester. 


Bishop  of 
Lincoln. 


F. 
Tronaffe,pesage, 

M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 

F. 

M. 

Preemption  of 

wine,  victuals, 

cloth,  &c. 

M. 

F. 
M. 
F. 


Plea  that  they  could  not 
past  by  "general  words." 


The  King  claims  against 
the  Archbishop  his  own 
prices  and  *'  guagery  "  of 
wine. 


London. 


456 

457    •       - 

465 

467  and  468 

460 
469    - 


London 


GUdhalla 
Teutonicorum. 


The  fish  wharf 


Smithfield     - 


The  com- 
munity, &c. 


The  Merchants 
of  Germany. 

The  Hatmakers 
of  Fleet  Street. 

The  Weavers 

The 
Fishmongers. 

The  Citizens 
of  Cologne. 


Prior  of  St. 
Bartholomew. 


Freedom  of 

buying  and 

selling  in 

London. 

F. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Bartho- 
lomew. 


(C  aim  of 

liberties  ftiUy 

set  out). 

A. 

Do. 

A. 

Do. 

A. 

Do. 

A. 

Do. 

A. 

Letters  Patent 

of  16  Feb., 

6  Richard  L 

A. 

Prescription, 
supported  by 

Henry  III.,  Ac. 

P. 

476 
(Plao.  de  Quo 

Warr. 
22  Edw.  I.) 


476 


477 


479    - 


480 


Ooleham  at 
Uxbridge. 


Uzbridge 


Hosp.  of 
St.  James  by 
Westminster. 


Staines 


Westminster 


H.  de  Lacy 


The  Master 


Abbot  of 
Westminster. 


M. 
F. 


COUNTT  OF  MiDDLSSKS. 

Thursday 


F. 


F. 

and  toll. 


Monday 


Friday 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Margaret. 


Eve  and 

day  of 

Michaelmas. 

Eve  of 

S.  James  and 

6  days 

followmg. 


Eve  of 

Nativity 

B.y.M..  and 

3day8 
fbllowing. 

From  the  eve 

of  S.  Edward 

for  16  days 


Prescription  - 

P. 

Ch.of 
22  Edw.  L 

P. 

Ch.  of  Edw.  I. 

P. 

Prescription. 

Ch.  of 
Henry  in. 

P. 

Ch.of 
Henry  III. 

• 

The  f^  is  granted  with 
the  same  customs  as  be- 
longed to  the  fair  of 
8.  Giles  at  Winchester. 


600 


600 


COUNTl 

'  OF  NOBT 

HAMPTON. 

Thrapston     - 

R.  de  Vore     - 

M. 

F. 

Tuesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.James. 

Long  seisin   - 

P. 

Mersheton     - 

Dean  of 

Lincoln. 

Standard 

An  inquiry  as  to  user  of 
the  right  of  standard,  and 
the  "burning  of  false 
measures." 
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Market.  Pair, 

Time           Time  and 

Title 

Reference. 

Manor. 

Clainumt. 

or  other 
CUim  all*«ed. 

,  Duro-tion  of 
of  Market.   |         p^,^ 

1 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.WI      -      . 

Sybertoft       - 

T.  deOunou 

M. 
P. 

Saturday 

Bve  and  day 
of  finding  of 
Holy  Cross. 

. 

R. 

He  disclaims,  but  is  charged 
with    having     held     M. 
Verdict  of    non-user    re- 
turned. 

006 

West  Haddon 

Prior  of 
Daventry. 

M. 

Tlmrsday 

« 

Ch.of 
20  Edw.  I. 

P. 

612    -       -       - 

WoUaveston  - 

Th.de  Berkley 

M. 
P. 

Tuesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Michaelmas. 

Ch.of 
Heniy  III. 

P. 

618          •        • 

Brickelesworth 

J.  de  Verdan 

M. 
P. 

Tuesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Boniface. 

Ch.of 
Henry  III. 

Plea  that  they  have  held 
the    fair    for    a    lonirer 
period     ncfmtived,     buc 
seized  for  misuse  by  fining 

(np  to  2*.)  for  breach  of 

617        • 

Lanpfeport     - 

TheTrussel  - 

Standard 

•    ■ 

"Being  asked   if   he   has 

weights,  he  says  he  has 
gallon,  pottle,  and  quart 
only   .   .   .   and  punishes 
transgressors  bv  fine  and 
burning  the   false   mea- 

8ure8.** 

618 

Wendlingbury 

Abbot  of  Croy- 
laitd. 

M. 

Wednesday 

. 

Ch.  of  King 
John. 

p. 

6t0 

Luffeld  •       - 

Prior  of  Luffeld 

P. 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
the  Exalta- 
tion of  Holy 
Crosa. 

Ch.or 
Henry  III. 

588          -        • 

Towcester     - 

W.  de  Clynton 

M. 

Tuesday 

. 

Long  seisin    - 

,  '^- 

Allogation    that    the    ffeiir 

P. 

■    ■ 

Eve  and  day 
of  8.  Law- 

'" 

was  held  before  and  after 
tho  stated  time. 

626 

Wynewyk      - 

J.  Garden      • 

"Tollage"of 
fish  and  salt. 

• 

Prescription  as 

appurienant  to 

his  manor. 

P. 

Plea  that  Ue  could  not  have 
it  without   u   mark'»t  or 

other     sufficient     CAUse ; 

and  allegation  of  misuser ; 

but  the  jury  find  for  the 

cUimant. 

686 

Upton 

N.  de  Cancellis 

(The  like) 

■ 

. 

Do. 

P. 

689        - 

Bolewyk 

W.  la  Zouche 

M. 
P. 

Thursdi^ 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
S.  Matthew. 

Ch.  of  Edw.  I. 

P. 

637 

• 

Lillebum      • 

Matilda  de 
Holond,  Ac. 

M. 

Monday 

• 

Prescription 

P. 

Verdict  for  the  M.  "with 

"  toll    and    fines    railed 

"  Nortemannemot ;"  but 

they  are  in  mercy,  because 

they     have     no     pillory, 

,    though  they  use  that  of 

1    the  honour  of  Lancaster 

]    for  cutpnrses,  Ac. 

646 

Thynden 

L.  de  St.  Maur 

M. 

Thursday 

- 

. 

A. 

1 

547 

Potheringay  - 

John,  Earl  of 
Richmond. 

M. 

P. 

Standard. 

Wednesday 

Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
Michaelmas. 

Ch.of  Edw.  II. 

P. 

661-7     • 

Peterborough 

The  Abbot-of 

M. 

Saturday 

. 

Several  charters 

of  Richard  I., 

Henry  III.. 

Ac. 

A 

1  The  an^uments  on  a  num- 
ber of  plean,  and  also  the 
schedule     of     tolls     for 

F. 

. 

Eve  of 

Oundle,   are    set   out   in 

SS.  Peter  and 

fulL 

Paul,  and 

8  days  fol- 

lowing. 

Do. 

Do. 

P. 

.  .  . 

Day  of  8.  Os- 
wald, and 
7day8fol. 
lowing. 

Oxney 

Do. 

P. 

Bve  of  the 

Nativity 

B.V.M..and 

7  dayH  fol- 
lowing. 

Onndle  .       . 

Do. 

P. 
M. 

Saturdior 

Morrow  of 
Ascension 
Day.  and 

14  days  fol- 
lowing. 

•        •        « 

(Charter  of 
King  Edgar 

set  out.) 

Thoroughtoll 

Daily. 

I 

i 

Northolm      - 

D... 

M. 
P. 

Thursday 

Eve  and  day 

of  S.  Mat- 

I  hew. 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  CM  MABEET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


Market.  Fair, 

Time 

Time  and 

Title 

Bdferenoe. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

or  other 
Claim  aUeged. 

ofMaricet. 

Duration  of 
Fair 

pleaded  by 
Claimant. 

BMUlt. 

Notet. 

Pp.651-7-      - 

Depyng 
Ketingge      • 

The  Abbot  of 
Peterborough. 

Do. 

ToU. 
M. 

Friday 

667       - 

Sutton 

BmelinaLon- 
getpw. 

M. 
F. 

M<mday 

•        •        • 

Bve,d«yand 
morrow  of 
S.  James. 

Ch.of 
Henry  III. 

P. 

6M 

Welleford     - 

W.deWyrill 

M. 
P. 

Friday 

Bve,dayand 
morrow  of 

the 
Assumption. 

Oh.  of  Hen.  UL 

P. 

660 

Twywell 

H.do 
Wahnesford. 

ToU  of  Halt 
sold  in  T. 

- 

- 

P. 

670 

Doston  - 

Abbot  of 

8.  James  by 

Northampton. 

F. 

. 

Bwe,  daj  and 
morrow  of 
8.  James. 

Oh.  of  Hen.  III. 

P. 

• 

671 

BothweU       . 

H.  de  Attdley 

M. 

F. 

Monday 

The  Feast  of 

Holy  Trinity 

andSdays 

following. 

P. 

672 

Daventry 

01.  de  Ingram 

M. 

Wednesday 

. 

Oh.  of  King 
John  and 
allowance 
of  previous 

P. 

F. 

Bye  of 

S.Augustine 

andtdi^s 

following. 

67S 

Wardon 

T.  de  Latimer 

M. 

Tuesday 

- 

Long  seisin 

P. 

677 

Bokkeby       . 

'  B.Ba88et 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

■                   a                    • 

Feast  of 
8.  John 
Baptist 

Do. 

P. 

678 

Aynhoe  - 

J.deClarering 

M. 
F. 

Tuesday 

Bve  and 

day  of 

Michaelmas. 

Oh.ofBdw.IL 

P. 

683 

Cuf^eho 

BgidiosdeC. 

Toll 

•        •        • 

. 

No  appearance 

B. 

County  of  Nobthumbebland. 


687 


601 
602 


60S 


Alnwick 

Chatton 

Werk     -      • 
Morpeth 

Newbigging  • 

Wollorero     - 
Wytton 

Elinedon 


W.  de  Vesey  • 


Do. 


B.deEo8 


J.  de  Craystok 


Agn< 
e^U 


de  Valence. 


W.de 
Hunteroombe. 

B.de 
Somerrille. 


M. 

F. 


M. 
F. 


M. 

F. 


M. 
F. 


M. 
P. 


M. 
F. 

M. 
F. 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Monday 


(No  day) 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Bve  of 
Beheading 
of  8.  John 

Baptist 
and  7  days 
following. 


Bve  of 
Beheading 
of  8.  John 

Baptist 
and  7  days 
following. 


Sdays 

from  Whit 

Sunday. 


S.  Margaret's 

Day 

(eit  ended 

later  to 

2  days). 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 

S.Bar, 
tholomew. 


Bve  of 

8.  Lawrence 

and  4  days 

fallowing. 


Bve  and 
day  of 

Nativity 
B.V.M. 


Oh.  of  Hen.  III. 

P. 

Oh.  of  Hen.  m. 

P. 

Two.  Ohs. 
of  John. 

P. 

Ch.of 
65Hen.IIL 

P. 

Prescription 

A. 

Oh.  of 
ISBdw.L 

P. 

(Default  of 
appearance.) 
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Befarenoe. 

Manor. 

Claimant. 

Market,  Fair. 

or  01  her 
Claim  alleged. 

Tune 
of  Market 

Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 

TiOe 
pleaded  by 
(Haimant. 

Result. 

Notes. 

P.604  • 

Durham 
Bedlington   • 
Norham 
Herto^l 
Banuurd  Castle 

Bishop  of 
Durham. 

IL  de  Bruce 

(in  the  bishop's 

liberty). 

John.  K.  of 

Scotland. 

Do. 

M. 
F. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
F. 
M. 
P. 

No  details 

Do. 
Do. 

•         •         • 

A. 
A. 

Nottingham. 


614 


<i6-6r- 


61S-61S     - 


<a7 


629 


628 


684 

• 

Stocklish 

680        . 

• 

Mamam 
Chaonth 

640 

• 

Dunham 

648 

• 

Lenton 

644 

• 

Southwell 

648 

, 

Northwell. 

661       - 

- 

Granby. 

664        - 

• 

Warsop. 

660 

. 

Newark 

BUde 


Nottingham  - 
Worksop 

Bstbriggford  • 


Retford  • 


Sution-on- 
Trent. 


Tuzford 


R.  Basset      • 

M. 

Friday 

- 

P. 

Eve  of 

6.  Faith,  and 

2  days 

foUow&i. 

Prior  of  B.    . 

M. 

Thursday 

. 

P. 

Toll. 

Eve  of 
8.  Denys 
and  2  days 
following, 
and  eve  of 
Asoensibn 
Day  and 
2days 
following. 

Mayor.  &c.    - 

. 

. 

- 

T.dePumivall 

M. 

Wednesday 

... 

F. 

Eve  of 
S.Cuthbert 
and  7  days 
following. 

P.  de  Caltof  t 

M. 

Tuesday 

P. 

Eve  of 

S.  Barnabas 

and  2  days. 

and  S.  Luke*8 

Day  and 

2day8. 

Burgesses 

M. 

Saturday 

- 

P. 

Toll. 

Eve  of 
S.Gregory 
and  7  days 
following. 

B.  de  Mon« 
boucher. 

M. 
P. 

Monday 

Eve  and  day 
of  S.  James. 

- 

T.  de  Bokerynk, 
Ac. 

M. 

Monday 

. 

P. 

. 

Eve  and  day 
of  Finding  of 
Holy  Cross. 

S.  de  Bereford 

Piepowder 
Court. 

•        •        « 

. 

Th.  de  Chaunth 

M. 

Priday. 

Maria  of 
Valence. 

P. 

*        ■        " 

Eve  and  day 
of  S.  Giles. 

Prior  deL.    • 

P. 

8  days  at 
Martinmas. 

. 

Archbp.  of 
York. 

M. 
P. 

Bishop  of 
Lincoln. 

M. 
F. 

Wednesday 

. 

(Full  aooount 

of  the  borough 

claims.) 

Ch.  of  Edw.  I. 


Ch.ofEdw.UI. 


Ch.  of  Edw.  I. 


Prescription. 


Ch.  of  Hen.  III. 


Ch.  of  Edw.  II. 


Ch.  of  Hen.  Ill, 


Ch.  of  Hen.  II. 
&c. 


P. 


P. 


P. 


(A    f^ll    account   <^l   the 
borough  daims  is  given.) 


'  For  merchants  travelling 
by  the  water  of  Trent 
Ac" 


Full  account  of  the  Wapen* 
take  of  Newark  and  of  its 
libertii  s 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Place. 


Manor. 


Claimant. 


Market,  Fair, 

or  other 
Claim  allied. 


Time  of 
Market. 


Time  and 

Duration  of 

Fair. 


Title 
pleaded  by 
Claimant. 


Result. 


Notee. 


Rutland. 


p.  672 


Market 
Overton. 


G.deUmfravili 


No  franchise  of  M.  ia  spoken 
of,  but  the  claimant  says 
that  *'  he  does  not  receive 
"  the  standard  of  the 
"  King's  man  bat" 


Shropshire. 


V.  61  o  (Plac  de 

Jur.  20  Edw.  I., 

Rot.  2;l  d.) 


676 


©77.  Rot.  24  d.. 


Do. 


678,  Rot.  26 

Do. 
Bo. 


Do. 


682,  Rot.  87  d.  • 


68i,Rot.28d 


Estoi)  Botorel 


Drattoii 


"Worthyn 
Ministrele. 


Shelve 


Ludlow  • 

Hodenet 
Newburgh    - 


Attingeham 


Fonettt 
Monachorum. 


Wenlock 


Eton 


Richard 
Boterel. 


Abbot  of 
Combeniiere. 


Peter  Corbet  ■ 


Do. 


Theobald  de 
Verdun,  Ac. 


W.  de  Hodenet 

Nich.de  Aide, 
l^e. 


Abbot  of 
LiUeshall. 


Abbot  of 
Shrewsbuiy. 


M. 
F. 

M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 

M. 
F. 


F. 
M. 
M. 

M. 

P. 


M. 

F. 

M. 
F. 


M. 
F. 


Tuesday 


Eve,  dsy  and 

morrow  of 

Michaelmas. 


No  days  named. 


Wednesday 


Friday 


No  days 
named. 


(Disclaimed) 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
SS.  Peter 
and  Paul. 


Eve,  day  and 
morrow  of 
the  Finding 

of  the 
Holy  Cross. 


St.  Giles  Day 

and  two  days 

following. 


(Disclaimed) 


Monday 


Thursday. 


Eve,  day,  and 

morrow  of 

S.  John  the 

Baptist. 


Ch.  of  Hen.  in. 

P. 

Do. 

P. 

Charters  of 
Henry  III. 

P. 

Do. 

P. 

•*  Within  age" 

A 

Ch.of 
Heniy  III. 

P. 

Ch.of 

Henry  IIL 

granting  the 

manor,  with 

proof  the  King 

WdMandiT 

there  when  it 

was  in  his 

hands. 

A. 

Ch.of 
Henzy  III. 

P. 

l^rescription 

R. 

Ch.of 
Hemy  III. 

P. 

It  is  stated  that  Shelve  is 
a  "  member  •*  of  Worthin. 


The  King's  attorn^  says 
there  is  no  special  men- 
tion of  these  franchises 
in  the  charter. 


The  King's  attorney  says 
he  cannot  prescribe  up  to 
the  Conquest,  for  the 
house  has  obtained  its 
lands  and  liberties  l^ 
grants  from  others,  and 
it  shows  no  "speciale 
factum  "  of  the  King. 


Somerset 

• 

P.  688,  (Vhxc.  de 
Jur.,  8  Edw.  L) 

Nony    - 

H.deMontfort 

M 

F. 

Wednesday 

Eve,  day,  and 
morrow  of 
Martinmas. 

Ch.of 
Henry  IIL 

P. 

690    .       -       - 

Gynele  -       • 

Master  Walter 
Maltravers. 

M.,wiaiottoll 

. 

. 

Prescription 

P. 

C^M»86.] 

691            -       - 

Crewkeme     • 

H.deCurtenay 

M. 
F. 

(No  days 
named.) 

. 

Prescription 

R, 

"  The  Court  does  not  And 
there    is    suflOcient  war- 
rant." 

1188 

BrogewlaiDt  - 
Milverton      - 

R.   de   Mor- 
timer. 

M. 
F. 
M. 
F. 
M. 

.        -        - 

Plea  of  pur- 
party. 

A. 

694   -.    -       • 

Stok.      .      - 

W.  de  Fiennes 

. 

- 

Oh.  of 
Henry  in. 

P. 

35.  IGyvele.^  £t  quo  ad  .  .  .  emendas  assise  .  .  .  pillorium  tumberellum  et  morcatum  sine  teloneo  dicit  quod  ipse  et  predeces- 
sores  suipuiTJonepredictasecclosiaj  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  meraoria  ipsis  libertatibuB.&c.  .  .  .  Et  jnratores  .  .  .  diount  quod  hiis 
libertatibu :  usi  sunt  plene  cum  judicio  facienlo  cum  tumberello  et  pillorio  quando  neoesse  fuit. 
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XII. 


Extracts  from  tho  Charters  of  the  City  of  Carlisle. 

1.  Writ  from  tho  Chancery  Fine  Roll,  5  Hen.  III.,  m.  2. 
(Writ  of  29th  September.) 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Cumberland'. — Solas  quod  per  inquisi- 
tionem  factam  ....  plenius  didicimus  quod  eo 
tempore  quo  oives  nostri  Carliolenses  habuernnt  ciyi- 
tatem  nostram  Carliol'  ad  firmam  pro  iii.  libris  per 
Ticecomitem  nostram  Cumberland*,  ipsi  cives  habere 
solebant  una  cum  civitato  duo  molendina  que  sunt  sub 
ciyitate  et  qnandam  piscariam  que  est  super  Eden  et 
theoloneum  comitatus  pertinens  ad  firmam  viUe  facien- 
dam.      Cum    igitur    concesserlmus    predictis  ciyibus 

'.  .  .  civitatem  Karliol*  cum  pertinentiis  ad  firmam 
quamdiu  nobis  placuerit  pro  Iz.  libris  .  .  .  et  intel- 
leximus  per  eandem  inquisitionem  qaod  predicta  duo 
molendina,  piscaria  super  Edenam  et  theoloneum  comi- 
tatus pertinere  consueverunt  ad  firmam  ville  faciendam 

.     .     .   iibi  precipimus  quod  predictis  civibus    .    .    . 
plenam  saisinam  habere  facias  de  civitate,  &o.,  cum  in 
theloneo,  &c.     Teste  H.  apud  Westmonasterium  xxix. 
die  Septembris. 

2.  From  the  Patent  Roll,  26  Bdw.  EH.,  pi.  1., 
memb.  21. 

Rex  omnibus  ....  Sciatis  quod  cum  compei*tum 
sit  per  inquisitionem  ....  quod  cives  civitatis 
nostrae  Karliol*  habuernnt  et  habere  consueyerunt 
inter  libertates  et  consuetudines  ad  dictam  civitatem 
speotantes  plenam  retumam  omnium  brevium  ;  .  . 
et  unum  mercatum  bis  in  qualibet  septimana  .  .  . 
et  feriam  ad  festum  Assumptionis  B.  Mariae  quo- 
libet  anno  per  15  dies  .  .  .  .  ac  liberam 
gildam  et  liberam  eleccionem  majoris  et  balUvorum 
suorum  infra  dictam  civitatem  et  duos  coronatores 
'emendas  assise  panis  vini  et  cerevisie  fraotss,  furcas, 
infangenethef,  ac  etiam  tenere  placita  corone  .... 
et  esse  quieti  de  omnibus  fiiiibns  et  ameroiamentis 
comitatus  et  sectis  comitatuum  et  wapentachinm  et 
quod  debent  tenere  placita  frisce  forcie  de  libero 
tenemento  infra  dictam  civitatem  .  •  •  •  quodque 
ballivi  ejusdem  civitatis  possunt  implacitare  coram  se 
breve  nostrum  de  recto  patens  et  oreve  de  dote  se- 
cundum consuetudinem  civitatis  predicti  et  quod 
habent  ....  communiam  pasture  .... 
qitodque  quilibot  liber  homo  potest  esse  plegius 
alterius  ad  primam  curiam  in  placitis  transgres- 
sionum  convenoionum  vel  debiti ;  et  quod  cives  ejus- 
dem  civitatis  quieti  sunt  per  totum  regiium  nos- 
trum Anglie  de  theolonio  pontagio  passagio  lestagio 
cariagio  muragio  et  stallagio  de  quibuscunque  rebus 
et  mercimoniis  snis,  et  quod  iidem  cives  habent 
quendam  locum  dicte  civitati  annexum  vocatum  '  le 
Batailholm  *  qui  servit  mercato  et  feriis  omni  tempore 
pro  voluntati  civium  predictorum ;  et  ^uod  omaia  tone- 
men  ta  sua  in  dicta  civitate  sunt  divisibilia  et  legari 
possunt,  quodque  predictas  libertates .  .  .  .  habuernnt 
a  tempore  quo  memoria  non  existit  in  auxilium  piyium 
civitatis  et  fir  me  ojnsdem  ;  et  quod  habent  molendinum 
civitatis  predicti,  et  piscariam  regis  in  aqua  de  Eden, 
theolonium  intrinsecum  et  forinsecum  vocatum  Thurgh- 
tol,  firmas  mensuras  gavaljeld  et  minutas  fir  mas 
civitatis  predict®  ut  parcellas  firme  civitatis,  et  quod 
dicti  cives  ....  habuernnt  omnes  libertates  et 
proficua  predicta  a  tempore  quo  non  existit  memoria 
quousque  per  Thomam  do  Lucy  nuper  vicecomitem 
nostrum  Cumberland'  a"  r*  n*  Anglie  23" .  .  .  impediti 
ftierunt,  &c.  (then  follow  words  of  confirmation  in  the 
like  form)#  Teste  rege  apud  Westm*  vii*.  die  Februarii 
— per  breve  de  privato  sigillo. 

3.  From  the  Patent  Roll,  21  July,  13  Car.  2. 

Charl^,  &c  :  To  ail  to  whom  these  present  letters 
shall  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  Charter  of 
Lord  Edward,  formerly  King  of  England,  our  progenitor 
son  of  King  Henry,  to  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Carlisle 
made  in  these  words : 

Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Eneland,  Lord 
of  Ireland,  and  Duke  of  Aquitain:  To  all  to  whom 
these  present  letters  shall  come  greeting.  We  have 
inspecied  the  tenor  of  a  charter  enrolled  in  chancenr 
of  the,  .  .  .  Lord  Henry,  formerly  King  of  England, 
our  father,  of  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  which 
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our  said  father  made  to  his  citizens  of  Carlisle  in  these 
words: 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Kin^  of  England,  Duke 
of  Normany  and  Aquitaine  and  Earl  of  Anjou,  to  all  to 
whom  these  present  letters  shall  come,  greeting.  Be- 
cause we  have  understood  by  the  inquisition  which  we 
have  caused  to  be  made,  that  our  citizens  of  Carlisle  aro, 
by  the  Charter  of  King  Henry,  our  grandsire,  which  was 
burnt  by  fire  in  our  city  of  Carlisle  bv  misfortune, 
acquitted  of  toll,  passage,  pontage,  and  all  customs 
belonging  to  us,  and  that  they  ought  and  have  been 
accustomed  to  have  of  our  dead  wood  to  make  tbeir 
fire  reasonable  estover  through  divers  places  iu  our 
fort^st  of  Carlisle,  and  likewise  timber  to  build  with 
without  waste  of  our  forest  by  the  assignment  of  our 
servants  and  foresters  in  divers  places  yearly.  And 
that  they  likewise  have  a  free  merchants'  guild,  so  that 
thereof  they  answer  nothing  to  anyone,  and  that  they 
have  hitherto  freely  enjoyed  all  the  aforesaid  articles, 
liberties,  and  customs :  Therefore  we  grant  to  our  afore- 
said citizens  all  those  liberties  and  customs,  and  by  this 
our  charter  do  confirm  them  for  us  and  our  heirs: 
Willing  that  they  hereafter  enjoy  and  use  all  the  afore- 
said liberties  and  customs  freely,  quietly,  well,  and 
peaceably  and  wholly  for  ever  with  all  other  liberties 
and  free  customs  to  the  said  town  of  Carlisle  belonging : 
These  being  witnesses.  The  worshipful  Father  Richfl^, 
Bishop  of  Winchester  ....  and  others.  Given 
under  our  hands  at  Windsor,  the  26th  day  of  October, 
in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  our  reign. 

And  because  th(it  charter  was  unfortunately  burnt 
in  the  late  fire  of  the  said  town,  we,  of  our  special 
grace,  have  caused  under  our  seal  the  tenor  of  the  baid 

charter   to  be  testified   word    for    word 

Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  28th  day  of  June, 
in  the  twenty-first  year  of  our  reign. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  Lord 
Ed^^d,  our  grandsire,  late  King  of  England,  made  to 
the  same  citizens  in  these  words. 

Edward,  &c,  .  .  .  To  all  to  whom  these 
present  letters  shall  come  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  inquisition  by  our 
beloved  and  faithful  Richard  de  Denton,  and  John 
de  Hayngton,  taken  by  our  mandate  and  returned 
into  our  chancery,  that  the  citizens  of  our  city  of 
Carlisle  have  had,  and  been  accustomed  to  have, 
among  the  liberties  and  customs  to  the  said  city  be- 
longing, full  return  of  all  writs,  as  well  summonses  from 
the  Exchequer  as  other  writs  whatsoever;  and  a  market 
twice  in  every  week  (to  wit)  on  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day, and  a  fair  at  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption  of  tho 
Blessed  Mary  in  every  year  for  15  days  next  after  tho 
said  feast ;  and  a  free  guild  and  free  election  of  their 
mayor  and  bailiffs  within  the  said  city ;  and  two  coroners 
for  assisiug  of  bread,  wine,  and  beer,  the  judraig  and 
punishing  of  felons  and  thieves,  and  also  to  hold  pleas  of 
our  crown ,  and  to  do  and  exercise  all  thin^  which  belong 
to  the  office  of  sheriffs  and  coroners  within  the  aforesaid 
city ;  and  also  the  chattels  of  felons  and  fugitives  con- 
demned in  the  said  city,  and  to  be  acquitted  of  all  fines 
and  amerciaments  of  the  county,  and  suits  of  the  county 
and  wapentake ;  and  that  they  ought  to  hold  pleas  of 
forcible  entry  of  free  tenement  within  the  said  city  if 
the  complaint  be  entered  within  forty  days  next  after 
the  disseisin  is  made ;  and  that  the  bailiffs  of  the  said 
city  may  implead  before  themselves  our  writ  of  right 
patent  and  writ  of  right  of  dower  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  said  city ;  and  that  they  have,  and  have 
been  accustomed  to  have,  common  of  pasture  for  all 
kinds  of  their  cattle  at  all  times  of  the  year  upon  our 
moor,  and  there  to  dig  turves,  and  them  to  ti^e  away 
at  their  pleasure ;  and  that  every  freeman  may  be 
pledge  for  another  at  the  first  court  in  pleas  of  breach, 
covenant,  or  debt,  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  said  city 
be  acquitted  through  our  whole  kingdom  of  England  of 
toll,  pontage,  passage,  lastage,  ke^age,  carriage,  wallage, 
and  stallage,'.of  whatever  their  things  and  merchandise ; 
and  that  the  same  citizens  have  a  certain  place  annexed 
to  the  said  city  called  Batailholm,  which  serves  for 
markets  and  fairs  at  all  times  at  the  will  of  the  said 
citizens ;  and  that  all  their  tenements  in  the  said  city 
are  devisable  and  can  be  assigned ;  and  that  they  have 
had  from  time  immemorial  the  liberties  and  (|uittances 
aforesaid  belonging  to  the  said  city,  in  aid  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city  and  the  rent  of  the  same ;  and  that 
they  have  had  the  city  mills  and  the  King's  fishery  in 
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the  river  of  Eden,  toll  intrinBecum  and  forinsecum, 
called  bnrghtoll,  rents  mensur,  gavelield,  and  sniall 
rents  of  the  said  city,  as  parcel  of  the  rents  of  the  city, 
and  that  Uie  said  citizens  have  had  all  the  liberties 
and  profits  aforesaid  from  time  immemorial  until  they 
were  hindered  by  Thomas  de  Lucy,  our  late  sheriff  of 
Cumberland,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  our  reign  over 
England,  from  the  return  of  writs  and  summonses  out 
of  the  Exchequer,  because  the  aforesaid  liberties  were  not 
specially  named  and  specified  in  the  said  royal  charter 
to  the  said  citizens ;  And  now  the  citizens  of  the  said 
city  have  prayed  us  to  confirm  to  them  by  our  charter 
the  said  liberties,  quittances,  customs,  and  profits :  Wo 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  premises,  and  also 
that  the  said  city  is  situated  on  the  frontiers  of  Scotland 
for  a  defence  and  a  refuge  of  the  parts  adjacent  against 
the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Scots  our  enemies,  and  as 
well  on  account  of  the  mortal  pestilence  lately  prevailing 
in  these  parts  as  by  the  frequent  incursions  of  our  said 
enemies  in  the  same  parts  and  other  misfortunes  is  laid 
waste  and  more  than  ordinarily  depressed,  being  willing 
to  provide  for  the  peace  of  the  said  citizens,  and  that 
their  liberties,  quittances,  customs,  and  profits  aforesaid 
be  not  in  anywise  invaded  by  the  sheriff  or  other  our 
officors]whomaoeverin  future,  have  granted  for  ourselves 
and  our  heirs  to  the  same  citizens  that  they  and  theii* 
heirs  and  successors,  citizens  of  the  said  city  for  ever, 
may  have  the  return  of  all  our  writs  and  summonses  of 
the  Exchequer  and  other  writs  whatever  :  and  also  two 
markets  in  every  week  (to  wit)  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday,  and  one  fair  every  year  to  last  16  days  (to 
wit)  on  the  day  of  the  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Mary 
and  15  days  next  following,  and  also  one  guild  and 
a  firee  election  of  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  city 
aforesaid  within  the  same  city,  and  two  coroners 
there,  and  the  assising  of  bread,  wine,  and  beer, 
and  the  judging  and  punishing  of  felons  and  thieves ; 
and  also  may  hold  pleas  of  the  crown,  and  do 
and  exercise  all  those  things  which  belong  to  the 
offices  of  sheriff  and  coroners  in  the  same  city, 
and  may  have  the  chattels  of  all  felons  and  fugitives 
condemned  in  the  said  city  ;  and  that  they  be  acquitted 
of  all  fines  and  amerciaments  of  the  county,  and  suits  of 
the  county  and  wapentake,  and  may  hold  pleas  of 
fbrcible  entry  of  free  tenements  within  the  said  city  if 
the  plaints  shall  have  been  entered  within  40  days 
next  after  disseisin  hath  been  made;  also    that  the 


bailiffs  of  the  same  city  may  implead  before  themselves 
our  writ  of  right  patent  and  writ  of  right  of  dower 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  city,  and  may  have 
recognisance  of  all  the  pleas  aforesaid ;  and  also  that 
the  said  citizens  and  their  heirs  and  successors  may 
have  common  of  pasture  for  all  kinds  of  cattle  at  all 
times  of  the  year  upon  our  aforesaid  moor,  and  there  to 
dig  turves  and  lawfully  to  take  them  away,  and  also 
that  any  freeman  may  be  pledge  for  another  at  the  fii*st 
court  in  a  plea  of  breach  or  covenant  or  debt:  and 
that  the  citizens  aforesaid  be  acquitted  throughout  our 
kingdom  of  toll,  pontage,  passage,  lastage,  kevage, 
carriage,  murage,  and  stallage,  of  whatever  their  tningg 
and  merchandise :  and  also  that  the  said  citizens  may 
have  the  said  place  called  Battailholme  for  their  market 
and  fairs,  and  that  they  may  devise  their  tenements  in 
the  said  city :  and  thac  they  may  have  the  mills  of  the 
said  city  and  our  fishery  in  the  river  of  Eden,  and  toll 
intrinsecum  and  forinsecum  called  burghtoU,  and  the 
rents  mensur,  gavalield,  and  the  small  rents  of  the  said 
cit^  as  parcel  of  the  rente  of  that  city,  as  the  same 
citizens  ought  to  have  the  said  liberties  and  quittances, 
and  to  hold  the  mills,  fishery,  pasture,  turbary,  and  places 
with  the  appurtenances  ;  ana  as  the  same  citizens,  their 
ancestors  and  predecessors  from  time  immemorial 
always  (until  the  said  liberties  were  interrupted  by  the 
aforesaid  Thomas)  were  reasonably  accustomed  to  use 
and  enjoy  the  same  liberties  and  quittances,  and  to  have 
and  possess  the  said  mills,  fishery,  pasture,  turbary,  and 

places  with  the  appurtenances Witness 

ourself  at  Westminster,  the  7th  day  of  February, 
in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  our  reign,     .... 

We  likewise,  esteemiufi^  the  gifts,  grants,  and  con- 
firmations aforesaid,  valid  ...  do  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  (as  far  as  in  us  lies)  accept, 
approve,  and  ratify  them,  and  by  the  tenor  of  these 
presents  to  our  beloved  the  now  citizens  of  the 
said  city,  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  citizens  of 
the  same  city,  do  grant  and  *  confirm  them  as  the 
charters  and  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify,  and 
as  the  same  citizens  and  their  predecessors  the  lioerties 
and  quittances  aforesaid  have  hitherto  justly  and 
reasonably  used  and  enjoyed.  In  witness  whereof,  we 
have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent. 
Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  26th  day  of  Kay,  in 
fifth  year  of  our  reign.    .     .    . 


XIII. 

Form  of  a  Ce&tipicate  of  Exskftion  from  Tolls  throughout  the  Bbalm. 

Manor  and  Liberty  of  1      At  a  Court  Leet  and  View  of  Frankpledge  held  for  and  within  the  said  Manor  on  Friday 

Axmouth     in     the  >the  Tenth  day  of  October    In  the  Ninth  Year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Greorge 

County  of  Devon      J  the  Fourth    By  the  Grace  of  G^od  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gh-eat  Britain  and  Ireland 

Xing  Defender  of  the  Faith    And  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1828     Before  Richard  Every 

Steward  of  the  said  Manor. 

At  this  Court  came  John  Hawkins  of  Axmouth  Farmer  resident  within  this  Liberty  being  Part  or  Parcel  of  the 
antient  Duchy  of  Lancaster  therein  which  by  the  Charter  of  the  same  is  as  follows  (vizt.) 

*'  All  and  singular  Men  and  Tenants  Freeholders  and  non  Freeholders  as  well  Residents  as  Nonresidents  and 
"  other  Resiants  within  the  Manor  and  Liberty  aforesaid  are  Free  Quit  and  Discharged  of  and  from  all  manner  of 
"  Toll  Pontage  Pioage  Murage  Stallage  Pavage  Passage  Lastage  Tollage  Pontage  and  all  other  Customs 
"  whatsoever  and  of  and  from  all  manner  of  Prizes  and  Captions  Carriage  of  Horses  Carts  Waggons  and  other 
"  Carriages  and  of  Wheat  Barley  Oats  Rye  Beans  Peas  and  of  Com  Cows  and  other  Beasts  and  of  all  Fowls  and 
"  other  Utensils  and  Victuals  whatsoever  throughout  his  Majesty's  Realm  of  Great  Britain  and  all  other  his 
'*  Dominions  whatsoever." 

Granted  in  full  Court  the  Day  and 
Year  above  written. 

All  Persons' whom  Richd.  Evert, 

these  Presents  may  Steward, 

concern  are  to  take 

Notice  of  the  Privi-  • 

leges    above    men- 
tioned. 


xrv. 


Form  of  Proclamation  of  a  Fair  and  Pibpowdbr 
Court. 

A.B.,  Esquire,  Lord  of  this  Manor,  in  Her  Majesty's 
name,  strictly  charges  and  commands  all  persons  here 
assembled  and  repairing  to  this  fair  to  keep  the  Qaeen's 
peace,  and  that  no  man  presume  to  make  any  assault. 


outcjry,  or  affray  to  the  disturbance  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects.  That  no  man  forestall  all  or  any  manner 
of  commodities,  or  merchandise,  coming  or  corned  to 
this  market.  That  no  man  use  any  false  weights  or 
measures,  or  sell,  offer  to  sell  any  adulterated  or  deceitful 
ware5  but  such  as  are  good  and  merdiantable,  and  allowed 
by  the  laws  of  the  r^lm.    And  that  every  man,  both  in 
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buying  and  selling,  use  honest  and  fiur  ohapmanry.  That  no 
man  buy  or  sell  any  horse,  mare,  or  gelding  but  such  as 
are  lawmlly  registered  in  the  toll  book,  and  that  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  buy  any  horse,  mare,  or 
gelding,  Mrithout  la^ifully  registering  the  same  in  the  toll 
book,  he  will  be  prosecuted  according  to  law.  That 
no  innholder  or  victualler  suffer  any  disorder  in  his 
house  by  unlawful  gaming  or  excessive  drinking.  That  no 
man  entertain,  lodge,  or  harbour  any  rogues,  vagabonds, 
or  cutpurses  or  suspected  persons,  and  if  any  such  repair 
to  thdr  houses  or  otherwise  they  be  informed  of  them, 
that  they  presently  give  notice  thereof  to  the  constable,  and 
that  the  constable  do  apprehend  them,  that  such  course  be 


taken  as  by  the  laws  of  this  realm  are  appointed  for  such 
like  offences.  And  if  any  difference  arise  within  this  fi^ir 
or  market  the  party  grieved  may  repair  to  the  court  of 
pye  powders,  held  at  the  toll  booth,  and  receive  redress. 
And  all  persons  are  to  take  notice  that  the  horse  and  sheep 
fair  or  market  is  ordered  and  appointed  to  be  held  and 
kept  within  the  west  end  of  this  town  of  , 

betwixt  the  house  of  ,  and  the 

house  of  ,  and  the  beast  market 

at  the  east  end  of  this  town. 

God  save  the  Queen  and  the  Lord  of  this  Manor. 


XV. 


The  Chasteb  of  Kisq  Bdwakd   III.   concerning 
St.  Giles'  Paul  at  Winchester,  A.D.  1349. 

[Extracted  from  '*  A  Charter  of  Edward  III.,  confirming 
**  and  enlarging  the  privileges  of  S.  Giles*  Hill 
••  Fair,  Winchester,  A.D.  1349,  ed.  G.  W.  Kitchin, 
•*  D.D.,  Dean  of  Winchester."] 

Edward    ...    to    the    Archbishops    .     .     .    and 
all  other  his  faithful  bailiffs,  greeting : 

Know  ye,  that  whereas  the  Lord  William  .  .  . 
formerly  King  of  England,  our  ancestor,  did  by  charter 
firant  unto  (SxL  and  St.  Peter,  of  the  Old  Minster  of 
Winchester,  and  to  the  then  Bishop  of  Winchester,  a 
fair  at  St.  Giles*  Church,  which  stands  on  the  hill  to 
r  the  east  of  Winchester,  with  all  rents  and  jurisdictions 
[redditus  et  jugticias  «t«w]  appertaining  to  himself 
within  the  city  of  Winchester,  for  three  whole  days, 
viz.,  t)n  St.  Giles*  Day  and  the  'day  before  and  after,  to 
be  held  by  him  as  fully  and  freely  with  all  customs 
as  the  king  would  liold  it  if  it  were  his  own :  And 
afterwards  Henry  [I.]  .  .  .  King  of  England,  brother 
.  of  King  William,  granted  to  God  and  St.  Peter  and 
'  St  Swythun,  of  tiie  Old  Minster  of  Winchester,  and  to 
William  Giffard,  then  Bishop  there,  a  fair  at  the  church 
of  St.  Giles  aforesaid,  and  aU  his  rents  and  jurisdictions 
belonging  to  him  in  the  said  city  of  Winchester,  for 
ei^ht  whole  days,  vi^.,  for  the  three  days  granted  by 
King  William,  and  the  five  days  subsequent,  to  hold  it 
as  fully  and  freely  with  all  customs. 

And  subsequently  the  Lord  Stephen  .  .  .  King 
of  England,  our  ancestor,  also  by  charter  granted  to 
God  and  to  the  church  of  Winchester,  and  to  Heniy 
his  brother,  then  bishop  of  that  see,  and  to  all  his 
successors,  six  fnll  days  additional  to  the  said  fair  of 
St.  Giles  of  Winchester,  so  that  in  all  it  should  last 
fourteen  days;  desiring^  and  enjoining  that  the  fair 
for  all  these  fourteen  days  should  have  all  the  customs, 
quittances,  and  liberties  it  was  wont  to  have  within 
and  without  the  said  city  in  the  days  of  the  aforesaid 
Henry  [I.]  And  the  Lord  Henry  [IL]  . 
successor  to  Sang  Stephen  afterwards  by 

lus  charter  granted  to  God  and  to  the  said  church, 
and  to  the  then  bishop  of  the  see,  eight  days  in 
augmentation  of  the  saia  fair,  so  that  while  in  the  time 
of  his  grandfather,  Henry  [I.],  it  lasted  but  eigfht  days, 
it  should  thenceforth  last  sixteen  days,  as  it  is  in  the 
said  charters  which  the  Lord  Edward  [II.]  i  l&te  King  of 
England,  our  father,  confirmed  by  his  charter,  in 
which,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  he  conceded  to  John, 
late  bishop  of  the  said  see,  that  although  he  and  his 
predecessors  might  not  have  before  used  the  said 
Uberties,  nevertheless  he  and  his  successors  should 
thenceforth  fully  enjoy  and  use  them,  as  in  the  said 
confirmation  is  more  fmly  set  forth. 

And  we  also,  at  the  instance  of  the  venerable  Father 
William  of  Edyndon,  now  Bishop  of  Winchester,  who 
has  suggested  to  us  that  he  and  his  predecessors  in 
the  bishopric,  by  virtue  of  the  charters  aforesaid,  and 
of  the  general  words  therein  contained,  and  of  the  fair 
aforesaid,  and  from  the  time  the  said  charters  were 
made  and  otherwise  from  time  immemorial,  had  had 
their  own  justiciars,  who  are  called  *'the  Justices  of 
the  Pavilion  **  [Justiciarii  Pavilionis],*  with  cognisance 
of  pleas  and  of  other  business  during  the  fair,  and  ^ad 
haa  also  the  keys  of  the  gates  and  the  watch  and  ward 
\meiodicm]  of  our  city  of  Winchester  throughout  the 
fixed  period  of  the  fair,  and  also  certain  other  liberties, 

*  Dr.  Kitchin  states  that  the  "  Pavilionis  Aula  "  or  "  Tent  Court "  was 
jritohed  on  the  top  of  the  Hill,  and  the  name  survives  to  the  present 
day  as  **  Palm  Hall "  at  that  spot. 


immunities,  and  customs,  and  had  exercised  the  same 
although  in  the  said  charters  not  fully  expressed,  freely 
and  without  challenge;  and  has  prayea  us  that  we 
woulql  be  pleased  to  reduce  to  writing  in  express  lan- 
guage in  a  charter  such  liberties,  immunities,  and 
customs  as  it  might  appear  that  he  and  his  predecessors 
had  enjoyed  from  time  immemorial  by  virtue  of  the 
said  chturters,  confirmations,  and  general  words  or 
otherwise,  and  to  grant  that  the  said  bishop  and  his 
successors  might  use  the  said  liberties,  immunities,  and 
customs  for  ever  without  hindrance. 

We,  therefore,  desiring  to  be  more  fully  informed 
thereon,  appointed  as  Commissioners  our  trusty  and 
beloved  William  de  Shareshull,  John  de  St.  Paul, 
William  de  Fifhides,  and  William  de  Overton,  or  any 
two  or  three  of  them,  to  inquire  of  the  truth  more  fully 
by  the  oatJi  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  county  of 
Southampton,  through  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter 
might  be  the  better  known  regarding  all  and  singular 
the  premises  and  the  circumstances  thereof    ...  y 

And  as  by  inquiry  so  made  at  our  command  by  the  said 
William  and  William,  and  returned  into  our  chancery, 
it  appears  that  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  predecessors 
of  the  present  bishop,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  royal 
grants,  and  of  the  general  and  royal  words  therein 
contained,  and  otherwise,  from  time  immemorial 
have  held,  and  this  present  bishop  doth  now  hold, 
the  said  fair  in  a  certain  place  in  the  said  charters 
named,  which  is  now  called  St.  Giles'  Down  lasting 
for  the  said  sixteen  days ;  and  that  by  reason  of  this  fair, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  said  general  and  royal  words  and 
otherwise  .  .  .  this  present  bishop  and  his  pre- 
decessors have  up  to  this  time  exercised  the  liberties 
and  customs  described  hereafter,  viz.,  that  the  bishop 
for  the  time  being  has  and  ought  to  have  his  own  jus- 
ticiaries, styled  the  Justices  of  his  Pavilion  of  the 
fair,  assigned  by  his  commission ;  and  that  these  jus- 
ticiaries, year  by  year,  at  the  opening  of  the  fair  on 
the  vigil  of  St.  Giles'  Day,  before,  or  a^  or  immediately 
after  sunrise,  are  to  ride  to  the  south  gate  of  the  oily  i 
or  to  the  gate  of  the  same  which  is  called  King's  Gt^te 
[Kyngegaie]^  as  they  think  best,  and  are  there  to  enter 
..he  city ;  and  that  at  the  south  gate  the  mayor,  bailifi*, 
and  citizens,  shall  meet  them,  and  deliver  over  to  them, 
as  acting  for  the  bishop  and  being  his  officers,  the 
keys  and  custody  of  that  ^te ;  and  the  justiciaries  shall, 
at  their  pleasure,  set  their  own  warders  or  gatekeepers 
Ijanitores]  there ;  thence  they  are  to  ride,  M  togetlier, 
to  the  west  gate,  and  there  the  ma^or,  bailins,  and 
citizens  shall,  in  form  aforesaid,  deliver  over  to  tho 
justiciaries  the  keys  and  custody  of  that  gate,  and  the 
**tron**  of  wool  [tranv/m  lananvm]  of  the  city;  and  the 
justiciaries  shall  set  a  warder  or  gatekeeper  at  this 
gate,  and  shall  cause  the  fair  to  be  proclaimed  there 
in  the  following  form,  viz : — 

''  Let  no  merchant  or  other  for  these  sixteen  days, 
within  the  circuit  of  seven  leagues  round  the  place  of 
the  fair,  sell,  buy,  or  set  out  for  sale,  any  merchandise 
in  any  place  other  than  the  fair,  under  penalty  of  for- 
feiture of  the  same  goods  to  the  use  of  the  bishop.*' 

Then,  after  proclamation  thus  made,  the  justiciaries, 
mayor,  bailiffs,  and  citizens,  are  to  ride  to  the  north 
gate,  and  there  t^ey  shall  deliver  up  the  keys  and  cus- 
tody of  that  ^te  to  the  justiciaries  in  form  aforesaid ; 
ana  the  justiciaries  shall  at  their  pleasure  set  there  a 
warder  or  gatekeeper;  and  after  this  the  justiciaries 
shall  make  the  like  proclamation  at  their  pleasure  there 
and  elsewhere  in  the  city,  as  often  as  they  choose ;  and 
thence  the  justiciaries,  the  mayor,  and  the  others  are  to 
ride  together  to  the  east  gate,  and  the  latter  shall,  in 
form  aforesaid,  deliver  up  the  keys  and  custody  of  that 
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gate  to  the  justiciaries,  saving  the  tolls  and  cngtoms  of 
the  same  east  gate  due  or  pertaining  to  the  abbess  and 
convent  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  in  Winchester  and 
their  successors  and  to  their  church;  and  thence  the 
justiciaries,  mavor,  bailiflfs,  and  citizens  shall  ride  out 
together  to  the  bishop's  pavilion  of  the  fair  on  St.  Giles' 
Hill  outside  the  city ;  after  which,  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  citizens  can  withdraw  and  return  as  they  please  to 
the  city;  and  thereon  the  said  justiciaries  shall  elect 
and  appoint  a  mavor  and  bailiffs  to  serve  in  those 
offices  m  the  city  during  the  fair,  and  also  a  coroner  to 
perform  all  tibat  pertains  to  the  office  of  coroner  within 
the  city  during  the  fair,  who  may  be  an  alien  or  a 
citizen,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  justiciaries,  and 
they  shall  have  a  Marshal  to  execute  their  decrees,  and 
to  serve  them  as  is  fitting  within  and  without  the  city. 
And  the  bishop  from  the  time  that  the  keys  and  custody 
of  the  gates,  as  is  aforesaid,  have  been  delivered  to  him, 
shall,  by  his  justiciaries  and  other  ministers,  have  the 
custody  of  the  whole  city,  and  cognizance  of  all  pleas 
between  the  men  and  tenants  of  the  city  and  all  other 
persons,  within  a  circuit  of  seven  leagues  round  the 
fair,  regarding  breaches  of  law,  debts,  and  all  contracts 
whatsoever ;  and  also  of  pleas  anyhow  rein  ting  to  all 

(  other  men  or  merchants,  whenever  or  wherever,  at 
home  or  over  sea,  such  contracts  or  agreements  have 
been  made,  to  be  heard  and  held  ac  the  aforesaia 
pavilion,  provided  however  that  some  citizen  or 
inhabitMit  of  the  aforesaid  district  shall  intervene  in  the 
matter  within  the  period  aforesaid.  And  all  personal 
pleas  begun  before  the  justiciaries  &om  the  opening  of 
the  fair  down  to  the  vigil  of  the  Nativity  of  the 
Blessed  Yirgin  Mary  ought  to  be  carried  on  and 
redressed  first  by  summons  or  attachment,  and  after- 
wards by  distraints,  as  is  usual  in  our  Roy^  Court, 
and  as  occasions  require;  and  from  the  vigil  of  the 
day  of  the  said  Nativity  to  the  end  of  the  sixteen  days 
aforesaid  the  process  in  regard  of  all  such  pleas  and 
plaiuts,  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  custom  of  the 

I  said  fair  from  time  immemorial,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
begin  by  distraint,  and  shall  ever  be  continued  by 
distraint  ft*om  hour  to  hour  and  from  day  to  day,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries  aforesaid,  for  swifter 
remedy  to  the  complainants.  And  both  citizens  and 
others  are  to  be  judged  and  redressed  by  the  same  form 
of  process;  and  if  any  parties  submit  themselves  to 
any  inquest  before  the  justiciaries  whether  as  to  pleas 
of  this  tdnd  or  of  any  other  kind  within  the  cognisance 
of  the  justiciaries  of  the  pavilion,  the  marshal  shall 
be  directed  to  bring  before  the  said  justiciaries  such 
juries  of  inquest  of  citizens  or  aliens,  or  of  the  men  of 
the  soke*  or  of  the  fair,  or  merchants  found  in  the 
fair,  whether  citizens  of  Winchester  or  citizens  of 
London,  or  of  any  other  place  on  this  or  ithat  side 
of  the  sea,  as  may  be  needful.  And  when  the 
jurors  have  come  by  due  procedure,  theni  in  the 
presence  of  the  party  or  paiiiies,  they  must  i^ke  oath 
as  to  those  things  concerning  which  they  are  to  be 
charged  by  the  justiciaries,  viz.,  by  penalty  of  im- 
prisonment or  otherwise  by  fine,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  justiciaries,  as  is  usual  in  our  Royal  Court  before 
our  justiciaries,  and  this  whether  they  be  citizens  of 
of  Winchester  or  of  London  or  aliens.  And  after  any- 
one has  been  convicted  in  such  inquests,  or  by  his  own 
cognisance,  in  any  personal  cause,  he  shall,  by  judgment 
and  precept  of  the  justiciaries,  be  arrested  and  delivered 
over  to  the  marshal,  to  be  kept  in  custody  until 
satisfaction  has  been  made  to  the  other  party  and  to 
the  court. 

And  similarly,  any  who  attempt  rescue  from  the 
officers  of  the  bishop  or  his  justiciaries  or  their  officers 
serving  in  the  fair  or  at  the  pavilion,  or  within  the 
circuit  of  seven  leagues,  or  at  Southampton,  and  who 
hinder  them  in  carrying  out  the  executions  and  precepts 
of  the  justiciaries,  be  they  men  of  Winchester  or  aliens, 
or  men  of  Southampton  or  elsewhere,  shall  forthwith 
be  arrested  and  taken  to  the  pavilion,  where  they  shall 
be  detained  till  they  have  paid  a  fine  to  the  bishop  for 
their  misconduct  and  for  the  rescue.  And  if  they  or  any 
other  persons  are  convicted  and  taken  into  custody,  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  suit  of  any  party  or  parties  within  the 
sixteen  fair  days,  and  shall  refuse  to  pay  fine  to  the 
bishop,  and  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  party  or  parties 
as  is  fitting,  then  directly  the  sixteen  days  are  over, 
they  shall  iS  carried  to  Wolvesey,  and  there  be  detained 
in  the  bishop's  custody,  till  they  have  paid  the  fine  and 
have  made  satisfaction,  as  aforesaid  ;  and  all  actions  as 


•  The  "Soke"  ii  an  Rpiaoopal  Liberty  lying  on  the  east  and 
south  sides  of  the  old  city  walls  of  Winchester,  and  included  a  largo 
pwrt  of  the  modem  town,  snch  as  Chee?ehill  Stn^t,  ftc. 


to  debts  between  traders  during  the  fair,  shall  be  held 
(and  ever  have  been  held)  before  the  justiciaries,  by 
way  of  testing  of  tallies,  in  accordance  with  the  mer- 
chant law,  should  the  complainant  desire  it ;  and  if  any 
one  whose  goods  are  attached  or  distrained  on  before 
the  justiciaries  at  suit  of  any  complainant,  refuse  to 
appear  and  to  be  justiced  by  them  within  the  sixteen 
fair  days,  then  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  day  the 
goods  and  chattels  thus  attached,  distrained  on,  or 
arrested,  shall  be  appraised  by  good  and  lawful  men 
of  the  soke  of  Winton  on  their  oath,  and  shall  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  complainants  in  lieu  of  their  debts 
and  damages  at  the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries,  if  any 
such  distraint  suffices,  if  not,  then  the  distraint  shall  lie 
paid  over  for  a  portion  only  of  the  debt,  more  or  less, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  goods  distrained  on,  and  this 
is  customary  for  the  men  of  Winchester  and  of  London, 
and  all  other  persons  of  whatever  place ;  and  all  pleas 
begun  before  the  justiciaries  and  not  concluded  within 
the  sixteen  fair  days,  shall  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
day  be  adjourned  to  the  vigil  of  St.  Giles*  Day  in  the 
following^  year ;  and  let  the  same  day  be  assigned  for 
all  parties  in  the  same  suit ;  and  very  many  of  the 
bishop's  tenants,  who  hold  lauds  and  tenements  of  him 
by  service  of  making  suit  at  the  pavilion,  are  bound 
to  come,  and  shall  come  thither  on  each  vigil  of  Sr.. 
Giles,  before  six  in  the  morning,  to  make  their  suit  of 
service  at  the  pavilion,  and  shall  be  prepared  with 
horses  and  arms  as  often  as  may  be  needful.  From 
among  them  the  justiciaries  shall,  at  their  pleasure, 
select  three  or  four  (or  more  or  fewer,  as  they  may  see 
it  will  be  needful)  to  serve  and  tarry  in  the  fair  during 
its  continuance,  and  to  carry  out  the  executions  and 
precepts  of  the  said  justiciaries  in  all  places  within 
the  seven  leagues  and  at  Southampton,  as  often  as 
shall  be  needful  for  the  safeguard  of  the  peace  and  the 
fare,  and  this  at  the  wonted  charges  of  tne  bishop;  so 
that,  in  fact,  the  said  tenants  may  return  and  be 
prepared  to  do  as  is  aforesaid  as  often  as  and  whenever 
they  are  forewarned  by  the  justiciaries ;  and  while  the 
fair  lasts  certain  servants  and  officers  shall  be  there 
charj^d  with  the  duty  of  writing  down  the  pleas, 
receiving  the  plaints,  and  carrying  out  the  executions 
ordered  by  the  justiciaries  ;  these  are  the  chamberlain, 
marshal,  porter,  and  divers  other  servants  of  the  fair, 
who,  from  all  men  who  prosecute,  or  are  distrained  on, 
or  are  convicted  in  causes  before  the  justiciaries,  and 
in  many  other  cases  also,  shall  take  the  usual  rewards 
or  fees  reducible  on  reasonable  cause  at  the  discretion 
of  the  bishop  or  his  justiciaries;  as  from  time  imme- 
morial these  officers  have  taken  such  fees  by  reason  of 
their  offices,  and  distraints  ought  to  be  reasonable  and 
not  too  severe,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries,  and 
as  the  business  coming  before  them  may  require.  And 
during  fair-time  the  marshal  shall  daily  ride  imme- 
diatel^r  after  sunset  through  the  midst  of  the  fair,  and 
proclaim  publiclv  that  every  trader  is  forthwith  to 
shut  his  stall,  and  after  this  proclamation  no  one  may 
sell,  or  offier  for  sale,  any  merchandise,  and  if  he  does 
so  and  is  convicted,  he  shall  pay  a  fine  to  the  bishop 
for  it,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries.  And  after 
this  proclamation  till  the  rising  of  the  next  day's  sun, 
none  but  the  bishop's  officers  or  his  justiciaries  ought 
to  move  about  in  the  fair ;  and  if  anyone  do  so,  forth- 
with he  shall  be  taken  by  the  officers  and  brought  to 
the  pavilion,  and  pay  fine  as  aforesaid.  And  no  trader 
shall  have  any  fire  within  the  fafr  by  night,  unless  it 
be  in  lamp  or  mortar ;  and  if  anyone  do  otherwise,  he 
shall  be  nned.  And  if  any  house  within  the  barrier 
of  the  fair  be  broken  into  or  thrown  down  so  that 
anyone  can  pass  thereby  with  goods  for  sale  or 
purchase  without  paying  of  custom  and  toll,  the 
man  whose  is  the  house  shall  be  fined  heavily  at 
the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries,  and  the  goods 
thus  removed  without  toll  shall  none  the  less  be 
forfeited  to  the  bishop:  And  the  justiciaries  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  Bishop  at  Wolvesey  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  clerk  of  the  pleas  shall  yearly  receive 
four^  basins  and  ewers,  by  way  of  fee  (as  they  havo 
received  them  of  old  time)  from  those  traders  from 
foreign  parts,  called  **  Dynamitters,"  who  sell  bnizen 
vessels  m  the  fair :  And  the  mayor  and  bailifis  of  the 
city  after  election  as  aforesaid  by  the  justiciaries, 
shall,  at  the  mandate  of  the  justiciaries,  make  and  are 
bound  to  make,  summons,  attachments  of  goods,  dis- 
traints, and  all  manner  of  executions  of  all  plants  and 
'  pleas  tried  in  the  pavilion  before  the  justiciaries  touching 
matters  arising  within  the  city,  without  interference  or 
hindrance  from  any  citizen.  And  when  citizens  are 
summoned  to  the  pavilion  before  the  justiciaries  during 
the  sixteen  fair  days,  they  shall  not  refuse,  but  shall 
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come  to  do  the  things  they  are  bound  to  do  by  the  laws 
and  cnstoms  of  the  lair.  So  also  the  aldermen  and  all 
tithingmen  of  all  titbings  in  the  seven-league  circuit 
are  bound  to  come  to  every  hue  and  cry  and  case  of 
bloodshed,  and  if  anything  else  occurs  to  Sreak  our 
peace  within  their  wards  and  titbings,  they  shall  arrest 
the  culprits,  and  take  them  from  (whenever  such  can 
be  had)  security  as  to  their  abiding  by  the  law  and 
customs  of  the  fair,  and  they  shall  come  to  the  pavilion, 
and  from  day  to  day  during  fair  time,  shall  present  to 
the  justiciaries  such  cases  as  may  come  up;  and  the 
said  justiciaries  shall  proceed  ftirther  by  law  and  custom. 
And  the  bishop  shall  have  all  such  animals,  goods,  and 
chattels,  styled  waifs  and  strays,  as  maybe  found  within 
the  seven-league  circuit.  Also  the  justiciaries  at  the 
opening  of  the  fair  shall  elect  as  coroner  some  discreet 
man  from  among  the  bishop's  tenants  who  owe  suit  at 
the  pavilion,  and  shall  take  oath  of  him,  that  he  will 
perform  whatever  pertains  to  the  office  of  coroner, 
both  within  the  fair  and  in  the  seven-league  circuit ; 
and  this  c«")roner  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  said 
justiciaries  just  as  if  thev  were  our  justiciaries.  And 
the  said  justiciaries  shall  hold  all  the  pleas  of  the 
crown,  whether  by  appeals  or  by  indicaiions  arising 
out  of  the  facts,  within  the  aforesaid  precinct,  and  shall 
pass  judgment  thereon  and  take  execution  during  the 
lair,  as  our  justiciaries  do  in  like  case  elsewhere  in 
our  realm  of  England.  And  though  Southampton  is 
more  than  seven  leagues  distant  from  the  fair,  still 
the  justiciaries  shall  send  an  officer  of  the  bishop's 
pavilion,  the  marshal,  thither  each  year  on  the  vigil  of 
the  day  of  t^e  said  Nativity,  or  before  or  after,  as 
they  will,  to  proclaim  there  that  no  num  shall  at  that 
time  sell  or  buy  goods  or  weigh  or  poise  merchandise 
or  goods  for  sale  in  Southampton,  excepting  victuals, 
under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  goods  and  merchandise 
to  the  bishop,  but  that  all  traders  Hhall' bring  their  goods 
and  merchandise  to  the  fair,  as  is  more  fully  laid  down  in 
a  certain  composition  between  Aymer,  formerly  Bishop- 
Eleot  of  Winchester,  and  the  community  of  the  town 
of  Southampton,  and  conBrmed  by  charter  of  Henry, 
King  of  England.  And  these  justiciaries  shall  place 
guards  or  officers  at  Stockbridge  bridge,  ac  Bomsey, 
Bedbridge,  Crabwood,  Hnrsley,  Mainsbridge,  Otter- 
bourne,  Kingbridge,  Curbridge,  Alresford,  and  at 
divers  other  places,  to  levy  tolls  and  customs  on  the 
merchandise  and  saleable  goods  passing  over  these 
bridges  and  other  places,  for  the  benefit  of  the  bishop, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  are  levied  in  the 
fair,  in  the  city,  and  in  the  seven-league  circuit,  during 
fair  time.  And  no  tradesman  of  Wincheiler  or  other 
man  shall  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  merchandise  or 
goods  in  the  city  during  the  sixteen  days  of  the  fair, 
and  if  they  do,  such  goods  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
bishop.  Not  shall  anyone  keep  open  stall  daring  this 
period  in  the  city,  and  no  pedlar  of  small  goods,  such 
as  purses,  gloves,  knives,  Ac,  shall,  without  paying 
Bucn  fine  to  the  bishop  as  the  justiciaries  or  other  the 
bishop's  deputies  may  think  fit,  open  his  pack  to  sell 
or  show  such  goods;  and  the  justiciaries  or  their 
deputies  shall,  on  the  first  dav  of  the  fair,  move  all' 
sellers  of  food  in  the  city,  with  their  victuals,  from  their 
usual  places  to  other  appointed  spots  outside  the  city, 
and  there  and  nowhere  else  shall  they  sell;  and  all 
bakers,  butchers,  and  fishmongers  of  the  city  shall  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fair  repair  to  the  pavilion,  and 
from  among  them  the  justiciaries  shall  appoint  the 
most  competent,  lawful,  and  discreet  men  to  serve 
those  who  come  to  the  fair  with  wholesome,  useful,  and 
sufficient  victuals,  and  shall  take  their  oaths  thereunto, 
so  that  if  anv  food  be  found  to  be  tainted  its  owners 
shall  forfeit  it  entirely,  and  be  none  the  less  heavily 
fined  by  the  justiciaries.  And  the  bishop  shall  have 
cognisance  of  all  pleas  of  fresh  force  and  of  intrusions 
from  houses  within  the  city,  and  shall,  under  authority 
of  our  Letters  Patent,  hold  courts  of  pleas  as  to  lands 
and  houses  in  the  city  and  within  the  seven  leagues, 
and  shall  have  cognisance  of  the  said  pleas  before  the 
justiciaries  at  suit  of  any  who  may  desire  to  prosecute 
or  lodge  complaint  wifli  them,  'and  they  snail  give 
judgments  and  make  executions  as  the  cases  demand. 
And  all  lords  and  others  who  have  the  right  to  hold 
court  baron  within  the  seven  leagues  are  bound  to 
come,  and  have  of  old  been  wont  to  come,  and  appear 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fair  before  the  justiciaries  to 
hold  their  own  courts  and  pleas  therein  during  the 
fair.  And  the  justiciaries  shall  grant  them  leave,  or 
fine,  or  otherwise,  as  shall  seem  good  to  them ;  and  no 
lord  or  other  shall  hold  court  in  any  other  way  in  the 
district  in  fair-time,  nor  has  ever  done  bo  from  time 
immemorial,  without  leave  thus  granted.    And  if  they 


do,  let  them  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  justiciaries. 
And  though  we,  ourselves,  or  the  seneschal  of  our 
household  and  our  marshals  were  to  come  within  the  said 
precincts  in  fair-time,  still  the  justiciaries  shall  hold  all 
pleas  and  whatever  else  pertains  to  the  liberties  of  the 
bishop  and  his  fair,  even  though  the  fair  and  its 
precincts  were  at  the  time  wifchin  our  royal  verge. 
So  that  directly  our  seneschal  and  marshal,  or  those 
who  hold  the  marshal's  court,  are  forewarned  by  the 
justiciaries,  they  shall  withdraw  from  the  precinct, 
and  shall  forbear  to  do  or  exercise  anything  pertaining 
to  the  marshal's  office  within  that  precinct  during 
the  fair.  And  the  justiciaries  acting  in  the  name 
of  the  bishop  shall  set  up  and  establish  an  assize 
of  bread,  wine,  beer,  and  other  victuals  in  the  city 
and  fair  and  seven-league  circuit  during  the  sixteen 
days.  And  the  bishop's  servants  shall  take  and 
carry  to  the  pavilion  and  in  presence  of  the  justiciaries 
prove  and  assay  all  measures,  balances,  weights,  and 
ell-wands  of  the  city,  of  the  fair,  and  the  seven-league 
circuit ;  and,  moreover,  they  shall  bum  all  measures, 
balances,  weights,  and  ell-wands  which  may  be  found 
imassaved,  and  shall  fijie,  to  the  bishop's  benefit,  the 
men  who  have  so  acted  in  fair-time.  And  no  citizen 
of  Winchester,  or  person  not  a  member  of  its  merchant i 
guild,  may  enter  the  fair  with  his  merchandise  and 
wares  after  the  day  of  the  said  Nativity  without  a  fine, 
to  be  paid  to  the  bishop,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
justiciaries.  And  the  justiciaries,  on  whatever  day  or 
hour  they  may  please  within  the  sixteen  days  of  the 
fair,  may  enter  the  city  and  prove,  assay,  and  taste 
one  by  one  all  casks  of  wine  for  sale  in  the  city,  be 
they  where  they  may,  and  if  they  find  any  mixed  or 
stale  or  unwholesome  they  shall  draw  them  out  of 
the  cellars,  knock  off  their  heads,  and  heavily  fine 
the  innkeepers  or  owners,  the  fine  being  paid  to 
the  bishop.  And  no  cobblers,  tailors,  or  other  crafts- 
men or  artificers  of  the  city  shall  ply  their  trade  or 
sell  elsewhere,  save  within  the  fair,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture.  And  the  justiciaries  shall,  during  the 
same  period,  send  the  bif,hop's  servants,  as  often  as 
they  will,  into  the  city  to  take  a  loaf  or  two  of  every 
kind  of  bread  for  sale  there,  and  send  them  up  to  the 
pavilion,  where  the  servants  shall  weigh  them,  and  if 
they  prove  short,  they  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  bishop, 
and  tiie  baker  be  put  in  the  pillory,  or  otherwise  be  fined, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  iusticiaries.  And  the  bishop, 
during  the  sixteen  fair  days,  shall  take  toll  or  custom 
at  all  city  gates,  of  every  cart  load  of  firewood  or  char- 
coal  for  sale,  taking  a  certain  established  portion  of  the 
same,  and  a  halfpenny  for  every  horse  load  of  com  for 
sale,  and  a  farthing  for  every  burden  of  com  carried  by 
a  man,  and  for  every  cart  load  of  com  twopence,  for 
eveiy  cart  load  of  hay  or  straw  for  sale  a  penny,  and 
for  every  truss  of  such  hay  or  straw  for  sale  a  farthing, 
and  for  every  other  cart  load  of  goods  for  sale  coming 
to  the  city  and  the  fair  during  the  sixteen  days  two- 
pence, for  every  stall  for  the  sale  of  bread  in  the  top 
of  the  High  Street  of  the  city  on  the  Sundays  in 
the  fair-time  a  halfpenny,  for  every  bale  of  wood 
sold  by  license  of  the  justiciaries  within  the  city 
walls,  for  the  bishop's  weigh-money,  four  pence,  and  for 
the  weigher's  fee,  ts  penny  from  the  seller  and  a  penny 
from  the  bujrer,  and  from  all  workmanship  and  small 
wares  sold  in  the  city  they  take  and  during  the  fair- 
time  have  ever  taken  in  the  city  the  usual  tolls  and 
customs.  Moreover,  the  biuhop  levies  and  has  ever 
levied  the  following  tolls  and  cnstoms  from  all  merchan- 
dise and  goods  for  s^le  which  are  brought  to  the  fair 
before  the  feast  of-  the  said  Nativity,  viz.,  for  one 
bale  of  avoirdupoys,  and  every  pack  of  mercery,  two- 
pence; for  every  piece  of  whole  wax,  twopence;  for 
every  burden  borne  by  a  man,  one  penny;  for  every 
3mall  pack  of  cloth  and  avoirdupoys  carried  by  a  man, 
a  halfpenny ;  and  if  two  have  one  bale  of  such  wares, 
each  shall  pay  twopence ;  for  every  cart  load  of  mer- 
chandise not  in  bales,  such  as  fish,  leather,  iron,  or  any 
other  goods,  or  for  one  bale  of  any  kind  of  wares 
carried  in  a  cart,  fourpence ;  for  a  falcon  sold,  four- 
pence  ;  a  ferret,  fourpence ;  an  ape,  fourpence ;  a 
bear,  fourpence;  a  dealer,  twopence;  for  hurdles 
brought  as  a  load,  a  halfpenny ;  for  a  cask  of  wine 
and  cider,  fourpence ;  for  a  load  of  hay  or  com,  a 
halfpenny;  for  a  carpet-maker,  for  the  whole  of  the 
fair,  a  penny;  for  a  raw  hide,  a  halfpenny;  for  a 
tanner,  fourpence ;  if  thirteen  geese  be  sold,  one  of  them. 
And  none  shall  be  quit  of  snch  toll,  save  the  merchants 
and  citizens  of  London,  Winchester,  and  the  honour  of 
Wallingford,  and  this  from  the  beginning  of  the  fair  to 
the  day  of  the  said  Nativity.  And  if  these  merchants 
and  citizens  of  London  aind  Winchester,  or  any  other 
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man  or  merchant,  take  any  ^oods  through  the  fair  for 
sale  after  that  day,  they  shall  pay  fine  before  the  jns- 
ticiaries  for  such  wares,  and  if  they  refuse,  their  wares 
shall  be  distrained  on,  and  they  shall  so  be  compelled. 
And  whereas  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  his  pre- 
decessors by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  charters  or  otherwise 
from  time  immemorial  have  hitherto  fully  and  cjuietly, 
without  contradiction  or  hindrance,  eMoyed  during  the 
sixteen  fair  days  all  the  customs  and  liberties  above 
named,  as  well  as  all  other  liberties  and  customs  be- 
longing to  the  fair,  not  above  specified  or  remembered, 
and  although  our.  father  [Eaward  II.]  hy  another 
charter  haa  granted  to  John,  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
predecessor  of  the  present  bishop,  leave  for  him- 
self and  his  successors  for  ever  to  nold  yearly  in  the 
aforesaid  place,  a  fair,  for  four-and-twenty  days,  viz., 
for  the  above  sixteen  days,  and  the  eight  days  next 
following,  with  the  liberties  and  free  customs  belonging 
thereto,  but  neither  the  present  bishop  nor  his  prede- 
cessors have  exercised  any  other  liberties  and  customs 
dnring  the  additional  eight  days  in  that  fair,  save  those 
belonging  to  the  fair  and  commonly  in  use  in  respect  to 
fairs  in  this  in  this  realm  of  England :  We  tbererore  do 
hereby  .....  of  our 
peculiar  grace  accept,  approve,  and  confirm  all  and 
singular  tne  liberties,  immunities,  and  customs  afore- 
said, which  are  noted  down  and  have  appeared  on  the 


aforesaid  inquiry ;  and  lest  through  gro?rtH  of  human 
badness  andf  lapse  of  memory,  these  should  hereafter 
become  doubtful  or  be  challenged  and  subtly  disputed, 
and  rather  that  they  may  surely  and  indubitably 
remain  aud  last  for  ever,  we,  for  ourselves  and  oor 
heirs,  have  fully  granted,  and  by  this  our  charter  have 
confiiTnecl  to  the  said  bishop  William,  and  to  his 
church,  the  perpetual  enjoyment  during  the  sixteen 
fair  days  for  himself  and  his  successors  of  all  and 
singular  the  liberties,  immunities,  and  customs  afore- 
said;  which  he  shall  enjov  and  exercise  freely,  quietly, 
and  completely,  without  let  or  disturbance  or  contra- 
diction of  ourselves  or  our  heirs,  our  justiciaries, 
sheriffs,  or  officers  of  any  kind.  We  moreover  will  and 
grant,  for  ourselves  and  our  heirs,  that  tibe  said  bishop 
and  his  successors  shall  ei^oy  all  other  liberties  and 
customs,  which  he  and  his  predecessors,  by  virtue  of 
the  afore-named  charter  and  of  the  general  terms  of 
the  same,  and  of  the  fair  aforesaid,  have  exercised, 
though  not  specified  above,  but  neglected  perchance  and 
omitted  in  the  above-mentioned  inquiry ;  and,  that  they 
shall  exercise  the  same  even  as  the  present  bishop  and 
his  predecessors  have  hitherto  exercised  and  etgoyed 
them. 

Witnesses,  &c. 
Given,  &o. 


XVI. 


Beoobds  KELATnrG  TO  Mabkbts  w  Scotland. 
A.— Extracts  from  Scottish  Bcrgh  Charters. 


meo,  Soc. 
die  Maii.' 


Apud  Lanarc,  vigesimo  primo 


Ohartee  of  William  the  Lioir  to  the  Bukoessbs 
OP  Ayr. 

Willelmus  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottorum,  Episcopis, 
&c,  Sciant  ....  me  ad  novum  castellum  meum 
super  Are  burgum  fecisse,  et  eidem  burgo  et  burgen- 
sibus  mcis  in  eo  manentibus,  omnes  libertates  et 
omncs  liberas  consnetudines  concessiese,  quas  alii 
burgi  mei  et  mei  burgenses  in  eis  manentes  per 
regnum  meum  habent.  Assedi  etiam  in  eo  quolibet 
die  Sabbati  diem  fori.  Goncessi  etiam  burgensibus. 
oui  illuc  venient  od  burgum  meum  inhabitandum  et 
ibi  sedentes  et  manentes  erunt  ut  quieti  sint  a  tolneio 
et  omni  alia  consuetudlne  per  totam  terram  meam 
de  dominicis  catallis  suis.  Frohibeo  itaque  firmiter 
ne  quis  regno  meo  ab  aliquo  illomm  tolneium  aut 
aliquam  aliam  consuetudinem  de  dominicis  catallis 
suis  exigat,  super  meam  plenariam  forisfacturam. 
Goncessi  etiam  eidem  biirgo  meo  et  burgensibus  meis 
qui  in  burgo  illo  sedentes  et  manentes  erunt,  quinque 
nummatas  terre  que  pertinent  ad  villam  de  Are  per 
divisas  inferius  scriptas ;  scilicet,  de  Inverdon  sursum 

usque  in  Inverpolcurtecan,  &o.  • Goncessi 

etiam  burgensibus  meis  ibidem  manentibus,  ut  cum 
quolibet  plenario  tofto  suo  habeant  sex  acras  terre 
quas  de  Boscho  extirpauerint  infra  predictas  quinque 
nummatas  terre,  ad  faciendum  inde  commodum  suum  ; 
reddendo  annu^tim  mihi  pro  quolibet  tofto  et  sex  acris 
terre  illi  adjacentibus,  duodecim  denarios.  Mando 
itaque  et  firmiter  precipio  ut  omnes  homines  qui  cum 
merchaturis  suis  ad  venaendum  et  emendum,  ad  ilium 
predictum  burgum  meum  venerint,  firmam  pacem 
meam  habeant  et  forum  exerceant,  et  in  bene  et  pace 
redeant.  Precipio  etiam  firmiter  ut  apud  Mach,  et 
Kamebuth,  et  Lowdun,  et  Groseuecon,  et  Lachtalpin, 
tolneium  et  alie  consnetudines  que  burgo  debenter 
dentur  et  recipiantur.  Prohibeo  itaque  firmiter  ne 
(juis  tolneium  aut  aliquam  aliam  consuetudinem  quam 
predicto  burgo  meo  de  ratione  facere  debet  ultra 
predictas  divisas  asportare  presumat,  super  meam 
plenariam  forisfacturam.  Si  qnis  vero  tolneium  vel 
aliquam  aliam  consuetudinem  predicti  burgi  mei  ultra 
predictas  divisas  asportaro  presumpserit,  precipio 
firmiter  ut  omnes  homines  infra  predictas  divisas 
manentes  sint  auxiliantes  servientibus  meis  ad  adqui- 
rendum  jus  meum,  et  ad  capiendum  et  attachiandum 
ilium  qui  tolneia,  aut  aliquam  aliam  consuetudinem 
ad    predictum     burgum    meum    pertinentem,     ultra 

?redictas  divisas  asportaverit  vel  asportare  contenderit. 
'estibus    Florentio    Electo    Glaagnensi,    Gancellario 


Ghabtbb  oj  William  the  Lion. 

Willielmus  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottorum.  Onmibus,  &c, 
Sciant,  &c.  me  concessisse  et  hac  carta  mea  con- 
firmasse  burgensibus  meis  de  Aberdeen  ot  omnibus 
burgensibus  de  Moravia  et  omnibus  burgensibus  meis 
ex  aquilonali  parte  de  Munth  manentibus  liberum 
Ansum  suum  tenendum  ubi  voluerint  et  quando  volue- 
rint  ita  libere  et  quiete  plenarie  et  honorifice  sicut 
antecessores  eorum  tempore  regis  David  avi  mei 
Ansum  suum  liberius  et  honoriucencius  habuerunt. 
Quare  prohibeo  firmiter  ne  quis  eos  inde  vexet  aut 
cQsturbet,  super  meam  plenariam  forisfacturam. 
Testibus,  &c,  apud  Pert. 


Ghaster  bt  Ejng  David   the  Fibst    •    .    .    to  thb 

GhUBCH     Of    THB    Holt    TbINITT    of    DUNfBBMLIlfB 

.    .    .    GiBCA  112&-30. 

In  nomine  Sancte  Trinitatis,  ego  Dauid,  Dei  gratia 
rex  Scottorum,  auctoritate  regia  ac  potestate,  Henrici 
filii  mei  assensu  et  Matildis  regine,  uxoris  mee,  epi- 
scoporum,  comitum  baronumque  regni  mei  coniirma- 
cione  et  testimonio,  clero  etiam  adquiescenteque  po- 
pulo,  ecclesie  Sancte  Trinitatis  Dunfermeline,  .  .  . 
concede  .  .  .  unam  mansuram  in  Berwich,  aliam 
in  Bokesburc,  aliam  in  burgo  de  Hadingtun,  aliam  in 
Edenburg,  aliam  in  Linlithcu,  aliam  in  burgo  de 
Striuelin,  et  in  eadem  villa  duas  ecclesias  et  unam 
carucatam  terre  que  adiacet  ipsi  ecclesie  .  .  .  et 
medietatem  coriorum  et  sepomm  et  sagiminis  omnium 
bestiarum  que  occidentur  ad  festiuitates  tenendas  in 
Striuelin  et  inter  Forth  et  Tav  .  .  .  preter  ista 
supradicta   dono  et  concede  abbati    et   monachis    ut 

*  Thin  charter  to  the  burgesses  of  Ajr,  frranted  in  120%  by  William 
the  Lion,  is  one  ot  the  best  examples  of  the  early  oonstitution  ot  a 
Scottish  burgh.  This  charter  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  register  of  tiie 
Great  Seal  at  Edinburgh,  but  appears  among  the  National  HSS.  No.  40. 
It  made  reference  to  a  castle  built  by  the  King  in  1197,  and  stated  that 
"  He  had  made  a  burgh,  and  had  granted  to  his  burgesses  remaining 
"  therein  all  the  liberties  and  free  customs  throughout  the  kingdom 
"  enjoyed  by  his  other  burghs  and  resident  burgesses,  together  with  a 
"  weekly  market."  Uethen  proceeded  to  grant  to  the  corporation  a  cod' 
sidorable  territory,  extending  far  beyond  the  modem  limits  of  the  burgh, 
throughout  whien  certain  tolls  and  customs  were  to  bo  collected  by  tne 
burgh  officers.  Prom  the  tenor  of  the  charter  it  is  evident  that  this 
was  neither  the  erection  nor  the  incorporation  of  a  burgh,  but  was 
rather  the  extension  and  definition  of  certun  rights  already  existing 
and  the  recognition  by  the  King  of  a  mercantile  community  which  bad 
voluntarily  gathered,  either  before  or  after  the  building  of  his  castle,  at 
a  convenient  place  by  tlie  water  of  Ayr.  It  is  evident  that  the  triiding 
communitv  preriously  existing  had  considered  itself  in  some  sense  a 
corporate  body,  and  had  officers  already  existing. 
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habeant  Bingolis  annis  v.  mercas  argenti  ad  aesti- 
menta  eomm  de  primis  uauibiis  qae  uenient  ad  sStriue- 
lin  nel  ad  Perth. 


Waltero  Oomyn ;  Henrico  de  Striuelyn,  fiJio  comitiB 
Danid;  .  .  .  apud  KjncBirdjn,  deoimo  ootaao  die 
Aogasti  anno  regni  nostn  duodecimo. 


Chabter  by  Kihg  David  thb  Fiest  to  the  Ohurctt  or 

DUMPBRMLDIS.      OiKCA  122-Jr-5d. 

Danid,  rex  Scottomm:  viceoomitibus  et  prepositis 
de  Struelin,  ealutem.  Sciatis  me  concessisse  Deo  et 
abbati  de  Danfermlyn  decimam  denariorum  de  censn 
meo  de  Strivelin.  Qnare  nolo  et  firmiter  preoipio  nt 
sine  omni  difitnrbacione  faciatis  ei  eaui  habere  sicnt 
denarii  uenient.     .     .     . 


Charteb  bt  Kino  David  the  Fibst  to  thb  Abbey  op 

HOLYBOOD.      ClBCA  1145-7. 

Ego  Dauid  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottomm  .  .  .  con- 
cede ecclesie  Sancte  Orucis  Edwinesburgensi  .  .  . 
redditum  centum  solidorum  singuliB  annis  ad  indu- 
menta canonicorum  de  cano  meo  de  Pert;  et  hoc  de 
?rimi8  nauibus  qae  negotiationis  causa  ueniunt  ad 
^ert;  et  si  forte  non  nenerint  concede  prefate  ec- 
clesie  de  meo  redditu  de  Edwinesburg  quadraginta 
solidos  et  de  Striuelin  uiginti  solidos  et  de  Pert 
quadraginta  solidos.  Et  unum  toft  am  in  Striueline, 
et  tractum  unius  retis  ad  piscandum. 


Ghabteb  by  Kino  Alexander  the  Second  to  his 
BcTBOBssES  of  Stibling  18  August  1226. 

Alexander,  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottomm 
Sciant  present es  et  futuri  nos  concessisse  et  carta 
nostra  conflrmasse  burgensibus  nostris  de  Striuelyn 
diem  fori  in  burgo  nostro  de  Striuelyn,  scilicet  diem 
Sabbati  in  qualibet  ebdomada ;  nostram  firmam  pacem 
iuste  dedisse  omnibus  qui  ad  forum  venient ;  et  pro- 
hibemus  firmiter  ne  quis  illis  qui  ad  predictum  forum 
nostrum  venient  in  veniendo  vel  in  redeundo  iniuriam 
ye]  molestiam  ant  grauamen  aliquod  iniuste  inferat, 
super  nostram  plenariam  forisfacturam.  Prohibemus 
etiam  firmiter  ne  qais  mercator  extraneus  infra  vice- 
comitatum  de  Striuelyn  extra  burgum  nostrum  de 
Striuelyn  aliquid  emat  vel  yendat  super  nostram  de- 
fensionem,  sed  extranei  mercatores  aeferant  merca- 
turas  suas  ad  barium  nostrum  de  Striuelyn  et  ibi  eas 
yendant  et  denanos  sues  implicent.  Siquis  yero  mer- 
cator extraneus  saper  hanc  defensionem  nostram  inuen- 
tus  fuerit  in  vicecomitatu  de  Striuelyn  aliquid  emens 
yel  yendens  capiatur  et  detineatur  donee  yoluntatem 
nostram  de  eo  precepimns.  Prohibemus  etiam  firmiter 
ne  quis  mercator  extraneus  secet  pannum  suum  ed 
yendendum  in  burgo  nostro  de  Striuelyn  nisi  a  die 
Ascensionis  Domini  ysque  ad  Vincula  sanoti  Petri,  infra 
quos  terminos  yolumus  yt  ipsi  pannos  sues  secent  ad 
yendendum  in  foro  de  Striuelyn  et  ibi  vendant  et  emant 
pannum  et  alias  mercaturas  communiter  cum  burgen- 
sibus nostris  sicut  dominici  burgenses  nostri  salui? 
rectitudinibus  nostris.  Precipimus  etiam  yt  omnes 
qui  manent  in  burgo  de  Striuelyn,  et  cum  burgensibus 
nostris,  ad  forum  communicare  yoluerint,  communicent 
cum  illis  ad  auxilia  nostra  reddenda  cuiuscanque 
homines  sint.  Prohibemus  etiam  ne  aliqua  taberna 
habeatur  in  aliqua  yilla  in  yicecomitatu  de  Striuelyn 
nisi  ybi  miles  sit  dominus  yille  et  in  ea  manens,  et  ibi 
non  habeatur  yna  sola  taberna.  Concedimus  etiam 
eisdem  burgensibus  nostris  de  Striuelyn  yt  habeant 
gildam  suam  mercatorialem,  exceptis  fullonibus  et 
telariis.  Prohibemus  etiam  firmiter  ne  quis  manens 
extra  burgum  nostrum  de  Striuelyn  in  yicecomitatu 
de  Striuelyn  faciat  pannum  tinctum  yel  tonsum  infra 
yicecomitatum  de  Striuelyn  nee  facere  faciat,  preter 
burgenses  nostros  de  Striuelyn  qui  sint  de  gilda  mer- 
oatoria  et  qui  communicant  ad  auxilia  nostra  soluenda 
cum  burgensibus  nostris  de  Striuelyn  exceptis  illis  qui 
de  hac  Ubertate  cartas  suas  hucusque  habuerunt. 
Quare  prohibemus  firmiter  ne  quis  in  yicecomitatu  de 
Striuelyn  facere  presumat  pannum,  tinctum  vel  tonsum 
super  nostram  plenariam  forisfacturam.  Si  yero  aliquis 
pannus  tinctus  yel  tonsus  inuentus  fuerit  factus  super 
banc  defensionem  nostram  precipimus  ylcecomiti  nos- 
tro quatenus  capiat  ipsum  pannum  et  inde  faciat  se- 
cundum quod  consuetude  fuit  tempore  regis  Dauid. 
Has  autem  omnes  con^uetudine8  et  libertates  predictas 
predictis  burgensibus  nostris  de  Striuelyn  concedimus 
et  hao  carta  nostra  confirmamus.  Testibus :  Thoma  de 
Striuelyn,  cancellario ;  Henrico  de  Balliolo,  oamerario ; 


Chabtxb  by  King  Alexander  the  Second  to  his 
Burgesses  op  Stirling  20  July  1227. 

Alexander.  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottomm :  Omnibus 
probis  hotninibus  tocius  terre  sue,  salutem.  Sciatis 
c[Uod  concessimus  burgensibus  nostris  de  Striuelyn  qui 
in  eodem  burgo  erunt  manentes  yt  quieti  sint  imper- 
petuum  de  tolneio  et  consuetudine  de  dominicis  catailis 
suis  per  totum  regnum  nostrum.  Quare  firmiter  pro- 
hibemus ne  quis  eos  contra  hanc  concessionem  nostram 
iniuste  yexare  presumat  exigendo  ab  eis  tolneium  yel 
consuetudinem  de  dominicis  catailis  suis.  Testibus : 
.  .  .  apud  Edinburgh,  yicesimo  die  Julij,  anno  regni 
nostri  terciodecimo. 


Charter  by  King  James  the  Seoond  to  the  Burgh 
OP  Stirling  25  October  1447. 

Jacobus,  Dei  gratia  rex  Scottomm :  Omnibus  probis 
hominibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes  litere  pemenerint, 
clericis  et  laicis,  salutem.  Sciatis  nos,  ob  fauorem 
dilectorum  nostrorum  propositi,  balliuorum,  consulum 
et  communitatis  burgi  nostri  de  Streuelyn,  infeodasse, 
insigniuisse  et  dotasse,  presentinmque  per  tenorem 
infeodare,  insignire  et  dotare  dictum  burgum  nostrum 
de  Streuelyn,  prepositumqae,  balliuos,  consul  es  et  com- 
munitatem  antedictos,  noyis  nundinis  temper i bus  per- 
petuis  pro  futuris  in  dicto  burgo  nosiro  et  eiusdem 
territono  annuatim  in  festo  solempnitatis  Ascencionis 
Domini  tenendis,  a  meridie,  yidelicet,  yifi^ilie  dicti  festi 
inchoandis  et  deinde  per  octo  dies  immediate  sequentes 
inclusiue  continuandis ;  cum  eisdem  priuilegiis,  pre- 
rogatiyis,  libertatibus  et  consuetudinibus,  sicut  dicta 
communitas  et  ipstmi  burgum  nostrum  nundinas  suas 
in  festo  Natiyitatis  beate  Yirginis  Marie  et  per  octayas 
eiusdem  optinent  et  possident  de  presenti  sen  antiquitis 
optinere  et  possidere  consueuerunt,  adeo  libere  et  quiete, 
plenarie,  integre,  honorifice,  bene  et  in  pace,  in  omnibus 
et  per  omnia,  cum  omni  sue  jure,  proprietate  et 
possessione,  sicut  burgi  cuiounque  infra  regnum  nostrum 
sen  eius  communitas  nundinis  nouis  g^udent  aut 
antiquis ;  ipsis  tamen  nundinis  suis  prehabitis  eisdem 
ut  hactenus  gaudere  soliti  sunt  semper  saluis.  Eed- 
dendo  inde  nobis  et  succesboribus  nostris  jura  de 
nundinis  dicti  burgi  antiquitus  debita  et  consueta. 
Quare,  uniuersis  et  singulis  legiis  et  subditis  nostris  et 
aliis  quibuscunque,  firmiter  precipimus  et  mandamus 
ne  quis  dictas  nondinas  burgo  nostri  predicti,  nouas 
aut  antiquas,  sen  homines  c]Uoscunque  aut  mercatores, 
in  personis,  bonis,  mercandiis,  catailis,  equis  aut  rebus 
suis  aliis  quibuscunque,  ad  ipsas  nundinas  progredientes, 
ibidem  morantes  aut  inde  regredientes,  perturbare, 
molestare  seu  quoquomodo  inquietare  presumat  iniuste, 
sub  omni  pena  quam  erga  regiam  majestalem  amittere 
poterit  in  hac  parte.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  hiia 
nostris  presentibus  Uteris  magnum  sigillum  nostrum 
apponi  precepimns.  Apud  castrum  nostrum  de  Streuelyn, 
yicesimo  quinto  die  mensis  Octobris  anno  Domini  mil- 
lesimo  quadringentesimo  quadragesimo  septimo  et 
regni  nostri  yndecimo. 


Act  of  Parliament  at  Edinburgh,  29  Noy.  1581. 

[On  a  complaint  giyen  in  by  the  Proyost,  BaiUies, 
Consell,  and  Community  of  the  Bur^h  of  Stirling  that 
the  two  Fairs  holden  tMs  lon^  time  bypast  in  the 
month  of  September,  the  one  heme  the  8th  day  from 
the  latter  Ladyday,  and  the  other  the  Buid  day,  being 
the  14th  day  of  the  same  month,  were  so  near  together 
in  the  time  of  haryest  that  they  haye  not  been  profitable 
to  the  burgh,  and  that  no  resort  of  people  came  to 
them :] 

Thairfore  our  Soyerane  Lord  and  Thrie  Estaites  of  this 
Present  Parliament  •  .  .  has  alterit  and  changit 
the  said  Fair  haldin     .     .  upon  the  said  xi7.  day 

of  September  to  be  haldin  in  all  tymes  cuming  upoun 
the  xxii.  day  of  October  yeirlie  thairefter. 
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UOYAL  COMMISSION  ON   MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


CHAKTJiUi  of  CONFlEMATION  of  ChAKLES  I.,  HoLYROOD, 

17  Nov.  1641. 

Charles  by  the  Grace  of  God,  etc.  .  .  .  Know  ye 
that  We  considering  that  our  ancient  burgh  of  Stirling 
had  formerly  been  erected  into  a  free  R»oyal  Burgh 
.  respect  being  had  to  the  commodious  and 
accessible  situation  of  the  said  burgh*  .  .  .  with 
the  advice,  etc.  have  ratified  ...  all  charters,  etc. 
made  to  our  said  burcrh  of  Stirling  [specifying  the 
charters  of  Alexander  and  David  II.,  etc.  with  an 
abstract  of  their  contents].  Further  We  ...  of 
new  have  given  ...  to  the  foresaid  Provost,  etc. 
.  .  .  all  and  whole  and  said  burgh  of  Stirling  for  a 
free  Royal  Burgh,  with  the  whole  common  Fairs, 
Market  days  .  .  together  with  all  and  sundry  the 
profits,  privileges,  tolls,  customs  .  .  .  and  with 
power  ...  of  having,  using  and  exercising  (as 
nildierto  they  have  been  in  use)  the  Art— lie  trad  et 
i/raffik — of  merchandise  and  of  buying  and  selling — le 
hloc  et  cop— all  kinds  of  merchandise  ...  As  also 
We  give  .  .  .  the  privilege  of  two  Market  days 
weekly,  one  on  Wednesday  and  the  other  on  Saturday : 
with  four  free  Fairs  yearly,  that  is  to  say  the  first 

on  the  Holy  Thursday  ten  days  before  the 

Feast  of  Pentecost  and  thereafter  for  the  space  of  eight 
days,  to  bo  called  the  first  Fair  day  of  Stirling :  the 
second  ...  on  the  20th  July  and  thereafter  for 
eight  days,  to  be  called  the  second  Pair  day  of  Stirling: 
the  third  ...  on  the  8th  of  September  and  there- 
after for  eight  days,  called  the  latter  Ladies-day  iii 
autumn :  and  the  fourth  ...  on  the  22nd  October 
and  thereafter  for  ei^ht  days,  to  be  called  the  latter 
fair-day  of  Stirling,  with  power  ...  of  levying  all 
tolls,  customs,  fees,  impositions,  and  exactions,  and  all 
other  liberties  and  duties  used  and  wont  .  .  .  And 
in  like  manner  We  .  .  .  have  given  .  .  .  and 
by  the  tenor  of  our  present  Charter  give  ...  to 
the  Provost,  Baillies,  Counsellors  and  Community 
aforesaid  of  our  said  burgh  and  their  successors,  all  and 
whole  the  petty  customs  underwritten  payable  by 
persons  not  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  said 
burgh  ...  of  all  goods  entering  and  leaving 
through  the  ports  and  bridge  of  our  said  burgh,  together 
with  the  dues  of  weighing  and  measuring— Tie  weighage 
et  mettage — in  the  following  table  and  inventory  thereof 
contained ;  to  wit : — 


For  each  load  of  merchandise  as  of  skins 
and  hides,  wool,  lint,  hemp,  L^on],  and 
other  such  wares  •  .  ^ 

And  for  a  burden  thereof         -  -        - 

For  each  horseload  of  flesh,  fish,  grain,  or 
other  provisions    -  .  -  - 

And  for  a  burden  thereof        -  -        - 

For  each  load  pltmchgraith,  carts,  wains, 
harrows  and  barrows,  and  the  lik^,  or  of 
lime  or  earthen  pots  and  pitchers 
imported  and  exported    -  -  - 

And  the  burden  thereof  -  -        - 

For  each  horse,  mare,  or  staig 
For  each  ox  or  cow  -  - 

For  each  sheep  fit  for  slaughtering 
For  each  Jamb  .  -  .  - 

For  a  score  of  geese 

For  each  swrine         -  -  -  - 

For  each  staine  of  wool,  butter,  cheese, 

tallow,  and  Scots*  lint,  weighed  and  sold 

in  our  burgh :  by  the  freemen  thereof    - 

by  all  others 

For  each  load  of  victuals  imported  within 

the  walls  or  market  places  of  our  said 

burgh,  the  etandroume  and  hall  maill  for 

the  upholding  of  the    said    halls   and 

common  market  places,  on  every  market 

day  -  .  .  .  . 

For  the  measuring  of  all  kinds  of  victuals 

sold  and  measured  within  the  burgh,  for 

each  load  -  .  .  - 


4 
2 
8 
8 
2 
] 
12 
4 


2 
4 


12 


12 


Provost,  etc.  .  .  .  shall  take  double  the  customs  in 
the  time  of  the  fairs  yearly :  and  they  shall  use  .  .  . 
all  and  sundry  customs  .  .  .  within  and  outwith 
the  ports  thereof,  and  upon  the  streets  and  lanes  and 
market  places  now  api)ointed  and  appropriated  or  to  be 
appointed  and  appropriated  for  market  places  by  them 
and  their  successors  hereafter,  with  weyage  and  mettage, 
lie  etand  niaills  of  the  said  markets,  with  the  customs 
commonly  called  laiddl  and  gait  dichtinge,  and  all  other 
dues,  etc.  .  .  .  Moreover  We  .  .  .  have  given 
.  .  .  all  and  whole  their  ports  and  harbours  .  .  . 
with  all  and  sundry  privileges,  customs,  haven-silver, 
dock-silver,  shore-silver,  anchorages,  coroetea,  aseym 
boUis,  rents,  duties,  and  casualties  of  the  said  ports 
used  and  wont  .  .  .  with  courts  and  their  issues, 
fines,  herezeldU,  bludewUe,  and  merchats  of  women  :  with 
gallows,  pit,  sok,  sak,  thole,  thame,  wreck,  wair,  weth, 

wart,  venison,  infangtheif,  outfangtheif,  etc 

paying  therefore  yearly  .  .  .  the  duties  and  other 
matters  in  the  ancient  infeflments  .  .  granted,  etc. 
.  .  .  amounting  to  the  sum  of  61.  13«.  4d,  of  the 
money  of  Scotland    ...    In  witness,  &c. 

^t  Holy  rood   Hoaso,  the  17th  day  of  Novem1)er 
1641,  and  the  17th  of  our  reign. 


together  with  the  escheats  of  the  said  victuals  brought 
within  the  burgh  for  sale,  which  are  in  the  hands  of 
regreters  or  forestallers,  or  housed  in  gimells  and  not 
presented  at  the  market  places.    And  further  the  said 

*  The  signature  or  warrant  for  the  charter  oontainn  a  longer  preamble 
reciting  as  to  the  situation  of  the  bur^h  that  it  was  "  plaood  and  situate 
**  on  the  wavter  of  Fortbe  in  thatfiarte  of  the  Kingdom  .  .  to  the 
**  quhilk  the  maist  part  of  the  Hiclandes  of  Menteythe  and  Encyle 
••  r.S8ortes  and  repaires  for  making  their  mcrchandice,  be  the  quhiik 
"  repairing  to  ihe  said  burghe  they  ar  and  half  bene  reducet  to  ane 
**  civile  and  politike  form  of  bvng  under  his  Majestie  and  his  pre- 
**  dicessouris  peaco  nnil  obedience,"  etc. 


CuABTEU  of  David  I.,  about  A.D.  1145,  known  as 
"The  Great  Chabtee  of  Holyrood,"  preserved 
among  the  records  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 


In  nomine  Domini  nostri  Jhesu  Christi,  Ac,  ego 
David    Dei    gratia   rex    Scottorum  .     .      Omnia 

subscripta  concede  ecclesie  Sancte  Cruois  Edwines- 
burgensi    .    .     .. 

et  redditum  c.  solidorum  ...  ad  indumenta 
canonicorum  de  cano  meo  de  Pert  et  hoc  de  primis 
navibus  que  negotiationis  causa  veniunt  ad  Pert. 

It  refers  to  Joerwick  and  Benfrew  as  places  having 
**  consuetudines,"  and  ends  in  these  words:  **  concede 
*'  etiam  eis  herbergare  [to  settle']  quoddam  burgvim  inter 
"  eandam  ecclesiam  et  meum  burgum  et  concede  ut 
**  burgenses  eorum  habeant  oommunionem  vendendi 
''  res  suas  venales  et  emendi  in  foro  meo  libere  et 
"  absque  calumpnia  et  consuetudine  sicut  mei  proprii 
**  burgenses.  Et  prohibeo  ne  aliquis  in  bur^o  eorum 
"  panem  vel  cervisiam  aut  pannum  aut  aliquid  yenale 
"  capiat  per  vim  aut  sine  voluntate  burgensium. 
"  Concede  etiam  Canonicos  esse  quietos  de  theloneo  et 
'*  de  omni  consuetudine  in  omnibus  burgis  meis  et  per 
"  totam  terram  meam,  scilicet  de  omnibus  rebus  quas 
*'  ement  et  vendent.  Et  prohibeo  ne  aliquis  capiat 
**  pandum  super  terram  Sancte  Crucis,  nisi  Abbas 
**  ejusdem  loci  rectum  et  ius  facere  recusaverit.  Yolo 
"  autem  ut  onmia  prescripta  ita  liberaliter  et  quiete 
"  teneant  sicut  ego  meas  proprias  terras  possideo ;  ec 
*'  volo  ut  Abbas  curiam  suam  ita  libere  et  plenarie  et 
*'  honorifice  habeat  sicut  Episcopus  Sancti  Andree  de 
**  Dunfermelin,  et  Abbas  de  Kelcov  crxias  suas  habent  , 
"  His  testibus,  &c." 


B. — Extracts  from  the  "  Laws  and  Cdstoms  op  the 
FouH  BuBGiis"*  relating  to  Markets  and  Tolls 
in  Scotland. 


Lbqes  et  Consuetudines  Quatuob   Burgorum,   Edin- 

BURG,    BOKISBURG,     BeREWIC,     ST     StRIVEUN,     COH- 
SnrUTE,   EDITB  AC  CONMRMATB  PER  BeGEM  DaVID. 


De  redditihua  domini  regis  in  burgagiis. 

In  primis  videndum  est  quid  sit  redditus  domini  regis 
in  burgagiis.  Quilibet  dabit  domino  regi  pro  burgagio 
suo  per  perticatam  terre  v.  d.  annuatim. 

*  The  best  MS.  of  this  code,  known  ai  the  "  Berne  MS./'  is  preserved 
in  the  Record  Office  at  Edinburgh.  It  is  written  in  a  13th  century 
hand,  and  appoan  from  internal  evidence  to  have  belonged  to  some 
person  living  in  the  South  of  Scotland  about  a.d.  1300  or  earlier,  snd 
was  for  some  timn  in  the  library  at  Berne.  Another  important  MS., 
called  the  "  Ayr  MS.."  is  in  a  hand  of  the  14th  century,  and  seems  to 
have  been  compiled  for  the  then  burgh  officials  of  Ayr. 
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n. 

De  burgmue  noviier  faoio. 

Qaioiinqiie  factns  foerit  noTxis  burgensis  domini  regis 
in  primis  jnrabit  fidelitatem  domino  regi  et  ballivis 
siiiB  et  commnnitati  ilUus  bnrgi  in  quo  burgensis  est. 


IIL 
jD«  namis  oapiendU  aforimeeis  in  hwrgo, 
Qnilibet  bnrgensis  potest  namare  foris  habitantes 
infill  fonim  stiiim  et  extra,  infra  domnm  soam  et  eztara, 
sine  lioencia  prepoeiti  sni,  nisi  oommnnes  nondine 
teneantnr  in  borgo  et  nisi  [ftierit]  in  ezercita  aut  in 
onstodia  oastelU. 

VL 

DeplaoUia  motia  in  hwrgo. 

Piaoita  qae  in  bnrgo  sorgont  ibidem  teneantnr,  <&c.  . 
•  •  •  .  •  • 

St  hoc  secundum  leges  et  assisas  burgorum. 

De  plaeito  inter  hwrgen$em  et  mereatorem. 
Si  placitum  oriatur  inter  burgensem  et  mereatorem 
termmari  debet  infra  tertiam  refluxionem  maris. 


IX. 
De  fMrccUuris  per  navee  adduc^. 

que  navis  mercatnras  per  mare  adduzerit  ad 
terram  debent  ferri  preter  sal  et  alleces  que  possunt 
yendi  in  navi. 

XI. 

De  rustico  qui  manet  exfra  hurgum. 

Si  rustious  extra  burgnm  manens  in  burgo  burga^ium 
babeat  non  teneatar  in  aliquo  loco  pro  burgensi  nisi  in 
eodem  burgo  in  quo  burgaginm  babet.  Si  vero  rusticus 
ille  burgensem  calumpniat  in  burgo  manentem  bur- 
gensis contra  rusticum  se  lege  defendat,  &c. 


xn. 

De  eo  qui  a/ppellat  ht/rgensem  de  aliqua  re. 

Si  quis  burgensem  de  aliqua  re  appellaverit,  non 
potest  super  burgensem  pugnare,  set  per  legem  burgi 
se  defendat,  nisi  sit  de  prodicione  vel  de  them,  unde  se 
debet  defendere  bello.    .    .     . 

XIV. 

De  filio  hurgensie. 

Filius  burgensis  quam  din  fuerit  ad  mensam  patris 
Bui  habebit  eandem  libertatem  ad  vendendum  et 
emendum  quam  et  pater  suns  habet.  Sed  cum  eo  dis- 
oesserit  ilia  libertate  non  gaudebit  nisi  burgensis  frierit. 


XV. 

De  servo  aUeujue  veniente  in  hwrgo. 

Si  homo  alicujus  baronis  vel  militis,  vel  cujuscunque 
servuB,  yenerit  in  burgo  et  emerit  ibi  burgaginm  et 
manserit  in  burgagio  suo  per  unum  annum  et  diem 
unum,  sine  calumpnia  domini  sui  yel  ejus  ballivi, 
semper  erit  liber  sicut  burgensis  et  libertate  burgi 
gauoebit. 

XVI. 
De  mercatore, 

Nullus  mercator  alienns  potest  extra  burgum  emere 
lanam  aut  coria  aut  alia  mercatoria,  nee  infra  burgum 
nisi  de  burgensibus. 


XVIII. 

Defwmis, 

Quilibet  burgensis  domini  regis  potest  habere  f  umum 
super  terram  suam  set  nullus  alius  preterquam  burgensis 
domini  regis. 
A    55729. 


XIX. 

De  forisfacto  panis  et  eervisie. ' 

Si  aliquis  yel  aliqua  sit  in  forisfactum  <^  pane  yel 
ceryisia,  nullus  debet  intromittere  se  nisi  propositus. 
Si  bis  forisfecerit  bis  castigetur  per  forisfactum  suum. 
Si  tertio  forisfecerit  justicia  de  eo  yel  de  ea  fiat.  Si 
prepositus  justiciam  de  eo  yel  ea  facere  neclexent, 
corpus  et  catalla  propositi  in  yoluntate  domini  regis 
remaneant. 

XX. 

DeprivHegio  hurgeneis. 

Nullus  nisi  burgensis  potest  emere  lanam  attin- 
gendum  nee  pannum  facere  nee  secare. 

XXI. 

De  terra  hurgentda  de  conqueetu. 

Quilibet  burgensis  potest  terram  suam  de  conquestu 
dare  aut  vendere  et  ire  G[Uocunque  yolnerit  libere  et 
quiete,  nisi  sit  in  calumpnia. 


XXV. 

De  conteneione  orta  inter  nautas^ 

Si  nayes  applicuerint  in  terram  domini  regis  Scocie 
de  diversis  regionibus  et  contencio  oriatur  inter  tales 
homines  infra  portum  domini  regis,  ballivi  domini  regis 
Scotie  tenebunt  rectum,  de  quacunque  querela  alter 
eorum  conqueri  yolnerit  de  altero  que  mota  est  in 
terra  re^  Scocie.  Et  si  contigerit  calumpuiator  yel 
calumpniatus  talis  dederit  theloneum  suum  et  fecerit 
terre  aomini  regis  Scocie  quod  facere  debuerit  et  nayis 
ejus  fuerit  in  la  rode  in  [bona]  pace  recedat,  et  alter  de 
altero  jus  querat  ubi  querere  possit. 

XXVI. 
De  calumpnia  per  opetandeneem. 

Si  burgensis  calumpnietur  de  opelandensi  de  furto 
inyento  in  domo  sua  et  in  ejus  seysina  et  negaverit 
furtum  sicut  liber  burgensis  contra  opelandensem  et 
dixerit  se  inde  plegios  non  habere  sed  rem  calumpnia- 
tum  legaliter  emisse  in  foro  burgi,  burgensis  purgabit 
se  juramento  duodecimo,  et  amittet  rem  calumpniatam, 
et  jnrabit  se  nescire  ubi  ostium  domus  clauditur  aut 
aperitur  a  quo  rem  dictam  emit. 


XXXV. 

De  hiie  quoe  non  licet  namare* 

Nullus  debet  namare  piscatorem  qui  portat  piscem 
ad  yendendum  nisi  pro  pisce  aut  pro  proprio  debito 
piscatoris.  Similiter  nee  illos  qui  ducunt  boscum  ad 
yendendum  et  turbas  nisi  pro  bosco  et  turbis  aut  pro 
propriis  debitis  suis. 

XXXVI. 
De  annuo  redditu  Brasiatricwm, 

Quicunque  brasiayerit  per  totum  annum  dabitpre- 
posito  quatuor  denarios.  Si  per  dimidium  annum  dabit 
duos  denarios. 

XXXVIL 

De  redditu  Stalangiaiorum  et  Mercenariorum, 

Quilibet  stalangiator  yel  faciat  finem  secundum  quod 
conyenire  jMSsit  cum  preposito  yel  dabit  obolum 
quolibet  die  fori.  Mercenarius  qui  habuerit  botham 
coopertam  in  foro  die  fori  dabit  obolum  propter  con- 
suetudinem.  Ille  yero  qui  non  habet  coopertam  dabit 
quadrantem. 

XXXVIII. 

De  Juramento  pro  fractione  Aseise, 

Prepositus  non  debet  ponere  aliqnem  yel  aliq  uam  de 
jure  ad  juramentum  pro  fractione  assise  nisi  aliquis 
conqueratur  de  aliquo  et  si  denegaverit  et  alius  non 
habeat  testes  tunc  purgabit  se  secuudum  legem  burgi 
videlicet  sexta  manii. 
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BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MAiULET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


XJCXiX. 

De  Swfwma  Foriefacti  in  Bwgo, 

Sciendum  est  quod  foriflfactam  burgi  non  ezcedit 
ultra  octo  solidos  de  convictis  in  querela  et  in  placitis : 
sed  raro  plene  oapitur. 


XL. 
De  Plaeitia  Principalibus  per  armum. 

Sciendum  est  quod  tria  sunt  placita  principalia  per 
annum  ubi  quilibet  bur^enses  debet  interesse.  Primum 
est  post  festum  Sanoti  Michaelis.  Secundum  post 
natale  Domini.  Tercium  vero  post  Pascham.  ^ui- 
cmique  burgensis  ad  hec  non  fuerit  nee  se  legaliter 
essoniaverit  nisi  fuerit  infirmus  vel  extra  patriam  vel 
ad  nundinas,  si  fuerit  manens  in  burgo  dabit  quatuor 
denarios  ad  forisfactum,  si  extra  viii.  solidos :  et  nac  de 
causa  quod  burgensis  rure  manens  non  compellitur 
venire  ad  aliqua  placita  per  annum  nisi  ad  hec  tria 
placita  principalia. 


XLYin. 

De  Mensvria  et  Ponderibus. 

Quilibet  bxyrgensis  potest  habere  mensuram  in  domo 
sua  ad  bladum  suum  mensurandum  ulnam  lapidem  et 
pondus  ad  ponderandum.  Et  omnes  mensure  et  lapides 
ad  ponderandum  sigillo  burgi  debent  signari :  et 
sciendum  est  quod  quicunque  inventus  fuerit  cum  false 
pondere  vel  mensura  erit  in  forisfacto. 


LIV. 
De  StoMangiatore  namando  infra  Burgum, 

Si  stallangiator  debet  aliquod  debitum  burgensi  bene 
licet  burgensi  capere  namum  suum  ubicunoue  invenerit 
ilium  infra  villam  de  rebus  suis  propriis.  Et  sciendum 
est  quod  stallangiator  nuUo  tempore  potest  habere  loth 
cut  neque  cavyl  de  aliquo  mercimonio  cum  burgense 
nisi  inl'ra  nundinas  quando  quilibet  potest  habere  loth 
et  cavyl. 


LIX. 

Quod  BaUivi  non  vendcmt  Panem  nee  Oervisiam. 

ICuUus  prepositus  ballivus  vel  bedellus  faciat  in  domo 
sua  propria  cervisiam  neque  panem  ad  vendendum. 


LX. 
De  Pistorihvs  et  V&nditorihus  Pisevum. 

Pistores  qui  faciunt  panes  ad  vendendum  faciant 
albos  panes  et  bisos  secundum  consideracionem  et 
probacionem  proborum  hominum  ville  prout  tempos  se 
habuerit.  Et  pistor  habeat  ad  lucrum  de  qualibet 
celdra  secundum  quod  videatur  probis  hominibus  ville. 
Item  nullns  qui  facit  panem  ad  vendendum  abscindat 
panem  sed  ponat  in  fenestra  sua  vel  in  foro  ubi 
communiter  vendatur.  Et  qui  convictns  fuerit  eo  quod 
ita  non  fecerit  dabit  [sex  eras  id  est]*  octo  solidos  ad 
forisfactum  et  panis  absconditus  pauperibus  erogetur. 
Et  similiter  erit  de  venditoribus  piscium. 


LXI. 
De  Consfietudi/nihuB  in  Fumo, 

Quicunque  proprium  fumum  habuerit,  teneat  in 
fwmo  Buo  consuotudines  domini  Begis  factas  secundum 
consideracionem  proborum  hominum  ville.  Scilicet 
quod  nullus  habeat  in  fumo  suo  plures  servientes 
quam  quatuor  scilicet  magistrum  duos  servientes  et 
unum  garciferum.  Dominus  fumi  habeat  sin^lis 
vioibus  pro  fumo  suo  obolum  [vel  panem]*  magister 
fumi  obolum  duo  servientes  unum  denarium  garcifer 
quadrantem.  Et  isti  debent  esse  fiideles  et  bone  fame 
et  jurabunt  Melitatem  domino  regi  et  communitati 
ville. 


The  words  enclosed  in  brackets  are  not  in  tht  MS.  of  theM  laws 
Which  was  in  use  at  Ayr* 


Lxn. 

De  8ennenUbu8  in  Molendmo. 

Qui  servient  in  molendino  domini  Begis  vel  qui 
habent  illud  ad  firmam  non  habeant  servientes  in 
molendino  nisi  per  consideracionem  proborum  hominum 
ville  et  qui  smt  fideles  et  bone  fame  et  qui  ^urent 
fidelitatom  domino  regi  et  magistris  suis  et  hominibus 
qui  veniunt  ad  molendinum  :  magistris  de  multura 
fiideliter  capienda  et  servanda:  hominibus  ad  molen- 
dinum venientibus  de  blado  servando  et  de  recta 
multura  capienda  et  locum  molendini  qui  vocatur 
**  roume  "  unicuique  fideliter  observando. 

LXIII. 

De  Officio  BrasiaMou/m  et  eorum  Foriafactis, 

Quecunque  femina  brasiare  voluerit  cervisiam 
venalem,  brasiet  secundum  constitucionem  ville  per 
totum  annum.  Quod  si  non  fecerit  per  unum  annum 
et  unum  diem  suspendatur  ab  officio.  Et  si  cervisiam 
faciat  probabilem  prout  tempus  se  habuerit  bene  stabit. 
Quod  si  malam  fecerit  et  contra  constitucionem  viUe 
egerit  et  in  hoc  convicta  fuerit  dabit  octo  solidos  ad 
forisfactum  vel  jnsticiam  ville  paoietur,  scilicet  ponetur 
super  le  Cokestole,  et  due  piurtes  cervisie  pauperibus 
erogentur  et  tercia  pars  fratribus  hospitalis  mittatur. 
Simile  judicium  erit  de  meda  sicut  de  mala  cervisia. 
Et  quelibet  brasiatrix  ponat  signum  cervisie  extra 
domum  suam  per  fenestram  vel  ostium  ut  visibile  sit 
omnibus  et  commune.  Quod  si  non  fecerit  dabit  quatuor 
denarios  ad  forisfactum. 

LXIV. 
De  Offi^cio  Camificum, 

Quicunque  cames  vendere  voluerit  vendat  bonas 
cames  scilicet  bovinas  ovinas  et  porcinas  et  vendat 
secundum  consideracionem  proborum  hominum  ville  et 
ponat  eas  in  fenestra  sua  ut  sint  communes  omnibus 
emere  volentibus.  Camifices  vero  servient  burgensibus 
tempore  occisionis,  scilicet  a  festo  Sancto  Martini 
usque  ad  natale  Domini,  de  carnibus  suis  preparandis  et 
conficiendis  in  lardariis.  Si  vero  cames  male  pre- 
parentur  camifex  restituet  ei  dampnum  suum  cujus 
erant  animalia.  Carnifices  dum  serviunt  burgensibus 
comedent  ad  mensam  illorum  scilicet  cum  servientibns 
eorum.  Et  habebunt  pro  uno  marto  obolum  pro 
quinque  ovibus  obolum  pro  uno  porco  obolum. 

LXV. 

De  AnimaMbtis  emendis  et  interficiendis, 

Nullus  manens  extra  burgum  domini  Begis  emat 
animalia  ad  interficiendum  ante  terciam  pulsatam  in 
hieme  et  primam  in  estate.*  Proprii  vero  camifices 
burgi  emant  animalia  adproprios  usus  ville  qualibet 
hora  diei.  Item  nullus  carnifex  occidat  animalia  de 
nocte  vel  emat,  sed  clara  die  et  in  botha  sua  et  ponat 
in  aperta  fenestra  sua.  Et  qui  aliter  faciendo  oon- 
victus  fuerit  dabit  plenum  forisfactum  t [scilicet  sex 
oras]. 

LXVI. 

De  Begratcmis, 

Begratarii  qui  emunt  et  vendunt  ad  lucrum  non 
emant  aliquam  rem  ad  revendendum  ante  terciam 
pulsatam  in  yeme  et  primam  in  estate.*  Neque  lanam 
operatam  vel  aliam  quam  albam  neque  filetum  neque 
aliquid  aliud  de  consimilibus  emant  aut  recipiant 
excepto  tempore  nundinarum.  Et  si  quis  super  hoc 
convictus  fuerit  dabit  octo  solidos  ad  forisfactum  et 
rem  emptam  tali  mode  amittet. 

Lxvn. 

De  Vendentibvs  g&neraUt&i^  in  Bv/rgo, 

Omnes  genoraliter  vendentes  videlicet  brasiatores 
pistores  camifices  ao  piscarii  vendent  omnibus  tarn 
transeuntibns  quam  aliis  intraneis  et  extraneis  quibus- 
cunque  et  non  plus  retineant  in  domibus  suis  aa  opus 
suum  et  familie  sue  nisi  ad  valorem  quatuor  denariorum 
quia  totum  residuum  est  commune  omnibus  ementibus. 
Et  qui  aliter  faciendo  convictus  fuerit  dabit  octo 
solidos  ad  forisfactum. 

*  The  old  Scottish  translation  has  "befor  that  undem  be  rungen 
in  wyntyt  and  midmome  in  somyr.** 

t  The  words  enclosed  in  brackets  are  not  in  the  MS.  of  these  laws 
which  was  m  use  at  Ayr. 
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Lxvni. 

Be  FaUitate  m  Pondere  vd  Mensura, 

Si  QTUB  scienter  aliqoam  falsitatem  feoerit  in  pon- 
derando  vel  mensuraudo  at  in  lana  vel  in  sepo 
animalinm  vel  in  adipe  porcoram  sive  in  consiniilibns 
et  super  hoc  convictus  fuerit  dabit  octo  solidos  ad 
forisf actum  ♦[et  justiciam  ville  patiatar.  Et  inde 
castigabitor  per  ballivos  bnrgi  per  forisfactum  primo 
secondo  et  tercio.  Qnarta  vice  sit  in  misericordia 
domini  Regis  de  vita  et  membro  quia  hujnsmodi  falsi tas 
pertinet  ad  ooronam  domini  Regis  et  forisfactnm  bnrgi 
ncm  excedit  octo  solidos.  Et  in  hoc  casn  forisfactnm 
Begis  est  x.  libre  idee  pertinet  ad  regemj.f 


LXIX. 

De  Precane  consentiente  Falsitati, 

Si  qnis  proco  in  bnrgo  domini  Eegis  falsitati  con- 
sentat  ant  mercedem  capiat  cansa  constitncionibus  ville 
pessundando  vel  minorando  et  in  hoc  convictus  fuerit 
dabit  octo  solidos  ad  forisfactum  et  privabitur  ab 
officio  suo  et  merce  de  non  btabit  ulterius  in  testimonio. 

LXX. 

jDg  Electione  Prejpodtoi'um  in  Bnrgo, 

Ad  primum  placitam  post  festum  Sanctl  Michaelis 
eligendi  sunt  propositi  commune  consilio  probornm 
hominum  ville  qui  sint  lideles  et  bone  fame.  Et 
jurent  fidelitatem  domino  Regi  et  hominibus  ville. 
Jureut  eciam  fideliter  conservare  consuetudines  ville 
X  [et  quod  non  facient  justiciam  de  aliquo  vel  aliqua] 
propter  iram  vel  odium  timorem  vel  amorem  alicujus 
sed  per  constitucionem  consilium  et  judicium  proborum 
hommum  ville.  Jurabunt  eciam  quod  nee  timore  nee 
amore  nee  odio  alicujus  nee  consanguinitate  nee  pro  ^ 
amissione  pecunie  parcent  alicui  in  justicia  facienda. 

LXXI. 

De  Electione  Preconvm  in  Bv/rgo, 

Precones  in  burgo  eligendi  sunt  communiter  ab 
omnibus  burgensibus  qui  fideles  sint  et  bone  fame  et 

i'urent  fidelitatem   domino  Regi  et  prepositis  ville  et 
lominibus  ville  in  pleno  placito.  § 

Tixxn. 

De  ForistaUatorihils  vn  Bwrgo. 

Nullus  infra  burgum  habitans  vel  extra  sit  tam 
audax  in  die  fori  exire  extra  portas  burgi  ad  emendum 
aliquam  rem  antequam  vemat  infra  burgi.  Et  qui 
super  hoc  convictus  fuerit  dabit  octo  solidos  ad 
forisfactum. 

Lxxin; 

De  Piece  lato  ad  vendendtmi, 

Quicunque  tulerit  pisces  ad  vendendum  in  villa  non 
ferat  in  aliquam  domum  sed  ad  forum  domini  Begis  si  de 
die  venerit.  Si  de  nocte  venerit  hospitare  debet  usque 
mane  et  tunc  cum  hora  fuerit  integre  feratur  ad  forum 
domini  Regis  et  communiter  omnibus  ementibus  ven- 
datur.  Nee  presumat  aliquis  emere  piscem  ad  mare 
vel  alibi  quam  in  foro  domini  Regis  ad  revendendum. 
Bt  si  aliquis  super  hoc  convictus  fuerit  dabit  octo 
solidos  ad  forisfactum.  Si  aliquis  piscator  assuetus 
fuerit  venire  de  nocte  et  pisces  abscondere  causa 
lucri  vel  mali  ingenii  et  super  hoc  convictus  fuerit 
dabit  octo  solidos  ad  forisfactum.  Item  nullus  qui 
emit  piscem  ad  revendendum  emat  piscem  nee  scindat 
ante  horam  primam  in  estate  et  ante  horam  teroiam 
in  hieme.  Et  si  lecerit  dabit  octo  solidos  ad  foris- 
factum. 


*The  old  Scottish  translation  has  "befor  that  underu  be  rungen 
in  wTntyt  and  midmome  in  som^'r." 

t  Ayr  MS.  "et  rem  emptam  totaliter  amittet." 

t  Instead  of  the  words  enclosed  in  brackets  the  MS.  of  these  laws 
trhioh  was  in  use  at  Ayr  has  **  et  quod  facient  justiciam  cuilibet  nee 
paroent  alicid.*' 

§  The  Ayr  MS.  adds  **  et  eodem  modo  de  bedellis." 


LXXVI. 
De  OaJ/umpniis  per  PrepotUos  vel  BedeUos, 

Si  prepositus  vel  precones  ville  habeant  calumpniam 
versus  aliquem  vel  aliquos  non  possunt  neqne  debent 
ducere  testes  contra  illos  in  ali(^ua  curia  neo  calnmpnia 
sed  pars  defendens  se  acqnietabit  per  legem. 

Lxxvn. 

De  proteccione  peregrinancium. 

Si  aliquis  in  burgo  fuerit  peregre  profectus  per 
licenciam  ecclesie  et  vicinorum  suorum  in  terram 
sanctam  vel*  (ad  Sanctum  Jacobum  vel  ad  alium  sanctum 
locum  eat  peregrinacionis  causa)  donius  ejus  et  familia 
sua  sit  in  pace  domini  Regis  et  prepositorum  donee  eum 
reduxerit  dominus. 

LXXXVI. 

De  constUucione  Pacts  Nundinarum. 

Hec  est  constitucio  pacis  nundinarum  in  burgo 
domini  Regis  citra  Forth  scilicet  postquam  pax  nundi- 
narum proclamata  fuerit  nullus  capietur  nee  attachia- 
bitur  in  illis  nundinis  nisi  infregeritpacem  nundinarum 
versus  nundinas  veniendo  vel  inde  redeundo  vol  in 
i'^^is  nundinis  moram  faciendo  vel  nisi  utlagus  domini 
.1  ps  fuerit  vol  proditor  Regis  ant  talis  malefactor 
quem  pax  ecclesie  defendere  non  debeat.  Quod  si  talis 
fuerit  malefactor  aut  pacem  nundinarum  infregerit 
attachiabitur  firmitur  usque  ad  placita  nundinarum. 
Et  tunc  recto  stabit  et  justicia  de  §o  fiet  undo  fuerit 
calumpniatus. 

LXXXVII. 

De  Behus  furatie  et  InveniU  In  Nundinis. 

Si  quis  invenerit  rem  suam  in  nundinis  quam  dicit  sibi 
esse  roboratam  vel  furatam  vel  amissam  debet  ducere 
eum  cum  quo  res  inventa  fuerit  ad  ballivos  nundinarum 
et  coram  iilis  debet  nominare  dominum  suum  et  ubi 
domum  habet  et  invenire  plegium  coram  ballivis  nundi- 
narum calumpniatori  quod  quindecimo  die  post  nundinas 
habebit  rem  calumpniatam  in  loco  quem  non;iinaverint 
ballivi  et  ibi  staoit  recto  calumpniatori.  Si  vero 
plegium  non  habuerit  ballivi  debent  retinere  rem  usque 
dum  calumpniatori  plegios  invenerit  aut  amplius  ad 
placita  nundinarum.  Et  si  calumpniatus  tunc  venerit 
et  plegium  invenerit  sicut  dictum  est  res  ei  commenda- 
bitur  et  calumpniator  loquelam  suam  prosequatur.  Si 
autem  calumpniatus  ad  placita  nundinarum  non  venerit 
res  tradatur  calumpniatori  per  bonos  et  securos  plegios 
ita  quod  si  aliquis  alius  veniat  qui  inde  loqui  voluerit 
ipse  ad  summonicionem  predictorum  ballivorum  per- 
ducat  rem  illam  eo  loco  quo  eam  recepit  et  talem  qualem 
eam  recepit  aut  rei  valenciam  si  res  perierit  aut  cus- 
todia  sua  fuerit  peiorata  ad  faciendum  ibi  quod  justum 
fuerit  de  eadem. 

LXXXVin. 

De  Natims  FugiHvis  i/nventis  iih  Nwndmis, 

Si  quis  invenerit  nativum  suum  fugitivum  in  nun- 
dinis aum  pax  durat  nundinarum  non  potest  eumcapere 
nee  attachiare. 

*  •  • 


XO. 

De  Bwrgense  Debitore. 

Si  burgensis  debeat  debitum  alicui  et  ad  terminum 
non  habeat  undo  possit  persolvere  nisi  terras  suas  oporlet 
creditorum  dictas  terras  retinere  per  unum  annum  «t 
unum  diem  et  infra  annum  et  diem  propinqnioribus 
amicis  dictas  terras  offere.  Et  si  eas  emere  vel  acquie- 
tare  noluerint  licebit  ipsi  creditori  eas  vendere  ubicunaue 
melius  poterit.  Et  si  quid  ultra  pecuniam  suam  aive 
debitum  residuum  fuerit  debitor!  restituatur. 


XOTIL 

De  Sutore  tcmna/nte, 

Nullus  Butor  tannator  potest  emere  coria  ad  tannan- 
dum  m^joris  preoii  quam  quod  cornua  et  aures  sint 
equalis  longitadinis. 


*  Ayr  MS.  **  aliam  peregrinationem.' 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MAliKET  RKIHTS   AND   TOLLS  : 


C— AflSISiK  WiLLELMI  KfiGlS. 

XXXIX. 

De  Inbertate  Gilde  Mercatorie, 

Item  statnit  (Rex  Willelmus)  quod  mercatoree  regni 
habeant  gildam  snam  mercatoriam  et  ista  gandeant  in 
pace  cum  libertate  emendi  et  yendendi  ubicjue  infra 
iimites  libertatnm  bnrgomm  ita  quod  quilibet  sit 
oontentos  sua  libertate  et  nullus  occupet  libertatem 
alterius  ne  forte  in  itinere  camerarii  nostri  condem- 
netur  ut  foristallator  et  puniatur. 

XL. 

Be  Mercimoniorum  VendiHone, 

Item  statnit  quod  nnllns  prelatus  ant  persona  ecole* 
siastica  neqner  comes  baro  ant  persona  secnlaris 
presamat  emere  lanam  pelles  coria  ant  hignsmodi 
mercimonia  sed  hnjusmoai  vendant  mercatoribns  bnr- 
gomm infra  quorum  libertatem  et  vioecomitatum 
morantur  domini  vendentes :  Et  precipit  dominus  Rex 
quod  hujusmodi  mercimonia  et  omne  genus  mercimo- 
niorum presententur  ad  forum  et  cmoem  burgorum 
suorum  et  ibidem  ad  minus  preofferentur  mercatoribns 
burgorum  effectualiter  sine  fraude:  Bt  inde  ibidem 
solvetur  custuma  regia. 

XLI. 

JDd  Bxk'o/neis  Mercatoribtu, 

Item  statnit  quod  nullus  extraneus  meroator  orgus- 
cunque  nationis  fderit  emat  vel  yendat  aliquod  genus 
mercimoniorum  extra  burgam  sed  in  burgo  tantum 
et  precipue  mercatoribns  et  a  nayibus  mercatorum 
burgi.  Precipit  etiam  dominus  Rex  quod  nullus  extran- 
ens  mercator  cum  nayibus  yeniens  et  cum  meichandisis 
scindat  pannum  yel  yendat  in  denariatis  sed  in  grosso 
et  tunc  in  burgo  et  mercatoribns  burgi.  Et  si  aliquid 
extraneus  mercator  faciens  in  contrarium  reperiatur 
capiatur  per  ministros  de  gilda  et  detineatur  et 
puniatur  tanquam  defensionem  regiam  confringens. 


D. — StATUTA   GlLOM. 

Extracts, 

Const Uucio  de  regrata/riis  quod  nan  emant  ante  certam 
horam. 

Statuimus  etiam  quod  nullus  regratarius  emat  pisces, 
fennm.  aaenas,  caseum  uel  aliquod  aliud  quod  ad 
Burgum  differatur  yendeudam  ante  pulsacionem  cam- 
pane  in  berfredo.  Bt  si  quis  ycro  contra  banc  pro- 
hibicionem  nostram  yenire  presumpserit,  res  empta 
capiatur  et  secundum  considerationem  Balliuorum 
nostrorum  pauperibus  yille  erogetur. 


Sancti  Michaelis  set  yendat  pelles  quales  fuerint 
secundum  quod  melius  poterit.  Bt  si  aliquis  pelli- 
parius  uel  oyrotecarius  super  contrarium  oonuictus 
ruerit  ab  officio  suo  per  ynum  annum  et  diem  deprioetur. 
Bt  si  aliquis  Burgensis  contrariiim  feoerit  et  super  hoc 
oonuictus  fuerit  quociens  esset  dabit  ynum  dolinm  vini 
ad  GUdam. 

XLI. 

Oonstitucio  facta  de  allectbus  et  de  modo  empoionis 
eortmdem. 

Item  statuimus  ut  quiounque  BurgensiB  emerit  alleo 
omnes  yicini  sui  quicunque  presentee  fuerint  ad  emp- 
cionem  dictorum  allecium  habebunt  pro  eodem  preoio 
quo  ipsd  emit  sine  aliqua  fraude.  Bt  si  quis  yolnerit 
partem  habere  qui  ad  empoionem  dictorum  allecium 
presens  non  fuerat  dabit  emptori  ad  lucrum  zij. 
denarios.  Bt  si  quis  conuictus  fuerit  de  oontnmo 
dabit  ynum  dolinm  yini  ad  Gildam.  Et  si  quis  non 
satisfecerit  yenditori  dictorum  allecium  de  solucione 
pecunie  sibi  debite  et  super  hoc  conuictus  fuerit  simi- 
liter ipse  dabit  ynum  dolinm  yini  ad  Gildam.  Et  hoc 
intelligendum  est  de  confratribus  Gilde  et  non  de  aliis. 


XLTTL 

De  oAienis  veniefntibuB  burgo  vendendie. 
Item  statutum  fuit  in  Ecclesia  Sancti  Nicholai  in 
crastino  Sancti  Cuthberti  proximo  sequente  anno  supra- 
dicto  quod  nulla  mulier  emat  in  foro  auenas  ad  facien- 
dum braseum  ad  yendendum  plusquam  ynam  celdram. 
Et  si  plus  emerit  amittet  quantum  emerit.  Et  sciendum 
est  auod  tercia  )>ars  remanere  debet  Balliais  Burgi  et 
rtsiduum  ad  Gildam. 

XLIV. 

A.D.  M.OO.LXXXin. 

OonstUucio  facta  de  camifioibus  animaUa  emmUtbus. 

Item  statutum  fuit  die  Mercurij  in  yigilia  Aposto- 
lorum  Symonis  et  Jude  anno  m.cc.lxxxiii.  quod 
nuUuB  camifex  a  festo  Sancti  Martini  ys^ue  ad  Natale 
debet  ire  extra  yillam  ad  obuiandum  bestiis  yenientibns 
ad  yillam  yendendis  nee  aliquo  die  infra  dictum  tempos 
bestias  emere  in  foro  ante  prandium  nee  in  fraude  pro- 
curabit  sibi  bestias  ysque  post  prandium  teneri.  Bt  si 
ouis  yero  contrarium  fecerit  ab  officio  suo  per  annum  et 
diem  exponatur. 

XLV. 

Qongtitucw  de  corio  tamuUo. 

Item  statuimus  quod  nullus  extraneus  ferens  coria 
tannata  ad  yendendum  yeudat  ea  infra  domum  set  in 
foro  communi  et  hoc  tantum  per  diem  fori  statutum. 
Et  licet  coria  fuerint  cesa  in  ftrusta  dabit  tolloneum. 


XXXIII. 

Constitucio  de  mercimoniis  emendis. 

Statuimus  insuper  quod  nullus  emat  aliqua  merci- 
monia que  ad  Burgum  differantur  ad  yendendum  super 
pontem  de  Twede  neque  in  Briggate  neque  extra  portas 
yille  antequam  ad  foram  Burgi  perueuiat.  Et  si  quis 
super  hoc  conuictus  fuerit  rem  emptam  amittet  et 
commodum  illius  ad  Gildapi  nostram  yertatur. 

XXXIV. 

ConstUucio  facta  de  lana  et  de  corio  venientibus 
adviUafn. 

.  Item  statuimus  quod  nulla  mulier  yirum  habens 
emat  lanam  in  yico  nee  aliquis  burgensis  habeat  tan- 
tummodo  ynum  garcionem  ad  lanam  uel  coria  emenda. 
Bt  si  quis  irrationabiliter  emat  lanam  uel  coria  yltra 
statutum  mercatorium  in  deteriorationem  communitatis 
yille  dicta  lana  yel  coria  capiantur  et  ad  commodum 
Gilde  yertantur  et  dictus  homo  uel  garcio  sit  in  forisfacto 
yiij  solidomm. 

XL. 

OonstUu^io  facta  de  cyrotecarm  et  peUlpariis  de  pellibus 
lanutis. 

Item  statuimus  quod  nullus  pelliparins  aut  cyrote- 
carius  aut  aliquis  alius  Burgensis  faciat  lanam  de 
aliqnibus  pellibus  a  festo  Pentecostis  ysque  ad  festum 


De  empoionefaharumetpisarum  vel  simUium  ad  nattee. 
Prima  curia  tenta  die  Jouis  ante  festum  Penthestcoes 
anno  Domini  m*cc*.  nonogesimo  quarto,  in  aula 
fi*atmm  ordinis  Sanote  Trinitatis  statutum  et  ordinatom 
per  ynanimem  concensum  et  assensum  expressum  et 
yoluntarium  omnium  fratrnm  Glide  quod  nullus  emat 
aliquod  genus  bladi,  fabarum,  pisarum,  salis,  oar- 
bonum,  sen  cetera  yenalia  apud  Berwionm  yenientia  per 
mare  nisi  sit  ante  bordam  nauis  yidelicet  at  the  Bade 
bra,  nee  portet  dicta  bona  empta  de  naue  ante  ortum 
solis  set  ab  ortu  ysque  ad  aeclinacionem  solis  fiat 
portagium  sine  requie.  Be  si  quis  huius  rei  contrarium 
fecerit  et  super  hoc  conuictus  fuerit  dabit  ynum  dolium 
yini  iratribus  Gilde. 

LI. 

ConstUucio  fofCta  de  Bwrgense  forishahitanie. 
Item  eodem  die  ordinatum  est  ex  assensu  et  consenisu 
predictorum  confratrum  Gilde  ^uod  nullus  Burgensis 
yel  confrater  Gilde  nostre  forishabitans  audeat  neo 
presumat  aliaua  mercimonia  ad  Gildam  nostram 
pertinentia  inira  Bnr^um  nostrum  emere  yel  yendere 
nisi  tantum  in  die  fori.  Bt  quod  nullus  forishabitans 
emat  aliqua  yictualia  ad  Burgum  nostrum  per  naues 
yenientia  ad  tabernanda  nisi  tantum  ad  sustentacionem 
domus  sue.  Et  si  quis  contrarium  fecerit  et  super  hoc 
conuictus  fuerit  dabit  ynum  dolium  yini  ad  Gildam 
nostram* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX. 


101 


E.—Fkagbuskta  CoLL£CTA. 

From  the  Burgh  Record  Society  Publications,  Vol.  i., 
p.  160,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland, 
Vol.  i.,  p.  362. 

Of  special  fret'doms  granted  to  the  Bwrgesses  hy 
King  WiUiam. 

The  King  William,  Kim  of  Scotland,  granted  to  the 
burgesses  of  his  said  kynrik  :— 

TxAt  nane  of  thaim  suld  be  distrenyeit  be  na  man  to 
yelde  ony  det  bot  gif  he  be  othir  boreh  or  dettour. 

And  alsua  .  .  .  that  thai  haif  thar  merchandioe 
with  all  the  fredomys  pertpnand  thairto,  sua  that  nane 
of  thame  be  mot  with  ut  the  yettis  of  thair  toun  of  na 
manor  of  mute  outtakin  the  mutis  of  all  termys. 

And  .  .  .  that  nane  of  thame  do  batale  bot  of  the 
mutis  that  fallis  to  the  Kingis  croune. 

And  yit  at  thai  l^e  derenyeit  de  the  law  of  Wyn- 
ohester,  that  is  throu  the  acquittance  of  xii.  lele  men 
that  ar  burgess. 

And  .  .  .  that  thai  salbe  quyt  of  tol  and  lastage, 
of  pontage,  of  passage  alswele  within  as  without  of  all 
the  havynnia  of  the  sey  within  the  kinrik  of  Scotland, 
alswele  on  this  side  of  the  Scottis  sey  as  beyond. 

And  .  .  .  that  tane  of  thaim  be  dempmt  m 
amerciament  of  thair  eudis  bot  eftir  the  custum  of  the 
Wynohester,  that  is  nocht  attore  is. 

And  .  .  .  that  thar  sail  haue  thair  landis, 
tenementis,  or  weddis,  or  dettis  to  thame  aucht  resonably. 

And  all  maner  of  othir  thingis  till  thair  oreance  lent 
or  laid  in  wed  within  thair  burghe  it  sail  fully  be 
determyt  and  endit. 

XXVI. 
Be  quietis  a  theloneo  et  custwtna. 
Comites  et  Barones  vassalli  [vavasouris]  et  libere 
tenentes  per  cartam  et  firmam  ad  termiuum  vite  et 
omnes  qui  tenent  terram  elemosinatam  erunt  quieti 
a  thelomo  prestando  et  custuma  infra  burgos  videlicet 
qui  sunt  in  oomitatibus  ubi  maneant  ad  emendum  et 
vendendnm  vidum  et  vescitum  ad  usos  suos  proprios 
nisi  aliqui  ipsorum  fuerint  mercatores  communes,  et 
tunc  debent  custumam  et  eciam  firmam,  qui  habent 
esmdem  libertatem  quam  barones  habent  [althoyt 
thai  haf  the  samyn  fredom  that  has  the  BarOunis  of 
Baronyis!    Hec  Dauid  Rex  apud  Edinburgh. 


crastino.  Item  statuit  Rex  Dauid  quod  omnes 
burgenses  sui  sint  liberi  per  totum  regnum  .... 
ad  emendum  et  vendendum  .  .  .  super  plenariam 
suam  forisfacturam,  quia  sunt  in  snap  firma 
proteotione. 

XLin. 

De  camibtu  appreoicmdis. 

Item  de  omnibus  camibas  venientibus  ad  forum 
tam  infra  habitantium  quam  extra  preoium  apponatur 
per  appreciatores  ad  hoc  constitutes  et  precipiatur 
venditori  quod  yendat  illos  cames  sub  illo  precio 
cuioumque  emere  volenti  et  si  noluerit  distringatur 
per  balliuos.  Et  si  aliquis  excedat  illud  precium 
similiter  corrigatur.  Et  nullus  vendat  cames 
antequam  apprecientur.  Ed  quod  nullus  oamifex 
sit  pastillarius. 

XLV. 

Deporcis  et  salmonibue  corrv/pUa, 

Item  quod  porci  et  salmones  corrupti  [si^  vendendi 
producantur  ad  forum  per  quoscumque  capiantur  per 
balliuos  et  in  continente  mittantur  ad  leprosos  sme 
questione  aliquali.  Et  si  venditor  aliquam  solucionem 
inde  receperit  reddat  iterum  emptori  sine  aliquali 
difficultate  et  si  noluerit  ad  id  faciendum  distringatur 
per  balliuos.  Et  si  leprosi  ibidem  non  fuerint  penitus 
destruantur.      • 

XLVl. 

Be  foro  et  re  v&ndita, 

Omnes  rure  manentes  et  libere  tenentes  tanquam 
rustici  qui  sunt  manentes  in  comitatibus  nostris 
veniant  cum  omnibus  rebus  suis  mobilibus  ad 
vendendum  et  non  ad  aliud  forum  quam  ad  forum 
nostrum  infra  viceconiitatum  ubi  manent.  Et  si 
alitor  faciendo  conuicti  fuerint  quilibet  dabit  viij. 
solidos  ad  forisfactum  et  rem  amittet. 

XLVII. 

Potidera  et  tneneure. 

In  omni  itinere  clericus  camerarii  deferat  secum 
pondera  et  mensuras  et  faciat-  quod  strictissime 
examinentur  pondera  tronarum  et  quod  omnino 
concordent  cum  ponderibus  suis  nee  minus  nee  plus. 


XXIX. 

Be  Ubertate  burgemis, 
Burgenses  qui  sunt  mercatores  et  pedepulveroei 
quando  exeunt  extra  quatuor  portas  in  omnibus 
mercaiidipis  et  agendis  et  si  male  egerint  extra 
quatuor  portas  vel  in  aliqua  baronia,  habebunt  sine 
contradictione  legem  mercatorem  tercia  hora  diei  in 


XLVUI. 

Ora/uis  peria  de  pondere  et  mensv/ra. 

Si  aliquis  vel  aliqua  convictns  fuerit  de  falso 
pondere  vel  mensura  per  iiiquisicionem  bulliuorum 
erit  in  voluntate  regis  de  vita  et  memhris  do  tends  et 
tenementis.  Et  heredes  eorum  ononino  cxheredabuntur 
nisi  gratia  domini  regis  interuenerit. 


P.—ASSISA  DB  TOLLONEIS. 


Paeva  Custuma  que  dicituk  lb  Tol. 

Araisa  Regis  David  Regis  Scottorum  facta  apudNouum 
Castrum  super  Tynam  per  totam  oommunitatem 
suam  Scocie  tam  Baronum  Burgensium  quam 
aliorum  de  tolloneis  et  custumis  Burgorum. 

I. 

Be  custuma  quadriga/rwn  et  trusseilorum. 
In  primis  do  quadri^  cum  quatuor  bobus  iiii.  d.  De 
quadriga  cum  equis  ij.  d.  Item  de  trussello  retro 
sellam,  ob.  Item  de  trussello  in  sellam  i.  d.  De  trus- 
sello cordelato  iiij.  d.  De  trussello  braciato  uel  at- 
tachiato  i.  d.   De  culcitra  plumali  iiij.  d.  De  quissio,ob. 

n. 

Be  oustwma  tymbriarum, 
De  tymbria  vulpium  cirogrillorum  martinorum 
murelcgorum  sabinorum  beueriorum  uel  similium  de 
vnaquaque  timbria  ad  cxitum  iiij.  d.  De  timbria 
schorellorum  ij.  d.  De  mille  de  gris  uel  de  scorello 
preparatis  et  coieratis,  viij.  d.  De  qualibet  pelle  de 
lutur,  ob. 


[Of  Pbtty  Customs  called  Toll.] 

[The  assize  of  King  David  King  of  Scots  mado  at  New- 
castle upon  Tyne  by  his  whole  community  of 
Scotland,  Barons,  Burgesses,  and  others,  concern- 
ing the  tolls  and  customs  of  burghs.] 

I. 
Ofu>wyti4s  and  tiMrsela. 

Imprimis,  of  a  wayne  of  four  oxyn  iiii.  peniis.  Of  a 
wavne  of  four  hors  ij.  peniis.  Of  a  tursel  beliind  a 
sadyl  a  halfpeny.  Of  a  tursel  in  a  sadil  a  peny.  Of  a 
tursel  befor  a  man  iiij.  d. 

(Of  a  feather  bed  iiij.  d.    Of  a  pillow  a  halfpenny). 

II. 
OfpeiUmre. 
Of  a  tymmyr  of  skynnis  of  toddis,  quhytredys,  mer- 
trikis,  cattis,  beueris,  sable,  firrettis,  or  swylk  vthyr  of 
ilk  tymmyr,  at  the  outpassing  iiij.  d.  Of  the  tymmyr 
of  skurel  ij.  d.  Of  ane  hundreth  ^y  gryse  and 
skurel  dycht  and  letheryt  viij.  d.  Of  ilk  otyr  skyn  a 
halfpeny, 

N  8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102 


KOYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MABBIET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


in. 

Be  eustuma  hladi  et  toUoneo  summarum  equorwn  et 
fa8ci<mhrum  hmwivwnh  et  de  eustuma  fori  de  thuv' 
toloneo  a/nirnalium. 
De  vnaquaqne  celdra  blodi  nel  farine  brasei  uel  Balis, 
i.  d.  De  qnarterio  cninslibet,  qdr.  De  quolibet 
sacco  bladi  farine,  brasei  uel  salis  ad  exitum,  qdr. 
De  fascicula  bominis  bladi  farine  brasei  uel  salis  si 
oxcedat  bollam,  qdr.  ad  exitura,  si  non  ezoedat  bollam 
nihil,  idem  erit  do  iabis  et  pisis.  De  sumtna  panis  uel 
i)orretorum  in  equo,  ob.  De  fasoicula  in  dorso  hominis 
panis  uel  porretornm,  qdr. ;  si  autem  portauerit  huius- 
luodi  super  caput  nihil  soluet.  De  summa  ollarum  in 
equo,  ob.  De  fascicula  ollarum  in  dorso  hominis,  qdr. 
De  summa  casei  uel  butiri  in  equo,  ob.  ad  exitum. 
De  fascicula  casei  uel  butiri  in  dorso  hominis,  qdr. 
De  summa  ferri  in  »  uo,  i.  d.  De  fascicula  warencie, 
uel  de  madir,  uel  de  \.a,ide  in  equo,  i.  d.  De  fascicula 
waroncie  uel  de  waldo  in  dorso  hominis,  ob.  De  fasci- 
cula mercerie,  qdr.  et  si  aliquid  vendat,  ob.  et  si 
aporiat  fasciculam  in  foro  ad  vondendum  et  nihil 
vondat  dabit  qdr.  Si  vna  pecia  panni  vendatur  in  foro 
nihil  dabit  ad  custumam.  Si  vero  scindatur  in  vlnis 
venditor  dabit  bedello  burgi,  ob. 


in. 


Of  come  salt  and  syk  thing. 

Ui  ilk  chaldre  of  com  mele  or  salt  i.  d.,  of  half  a 
chaldre  a  halfpeny,  of  a  quarter  1  farding.  Of  ilk  sek 
of  come  mele  or  salt  or  malt,  &  it  excede  a  bol  it  sal 
^yf  at  the  outegang  a  farding,  and  gif  it  exoedis  nocht 
it  sal  pay  nocht.  And  swa  it  sal  be  of  benys  and  pese. 
Of  a  soume  of  lekys  on  a  hors  a  halfpeny.  Of  a 
byrthyng  on  a  manis  bak  of  brede  or  lekys  a  farding ; 
and  gif  he  here  thaim  on  his  hede  he  sal  pay  nocht. 
Of  a  soumo  of  pottys  on  a  hors  a  halfpeny.  Of  a 
byrthyng  of  pottys  on  a  mannis  bak  a  farding.  For  a 
burding  of  butter  or  cheese  on  a  hors  at  the  out  passage 
a  halfpeny.  Of  a  byrthing  of  cheese  on  a  mannys  bak 
or  buttyr  a  farding.  Of  a  soume  of  iryn  i.  d.  Of  ;a 
soume  of  madyr  or  wauld  on  a  hors  i.  d.  Of  a  byrthing 
of  madyr  or  walde  to  sel  a  halfpeny.  Of  a  byrthyng  of 
mercery  a  farding,  and  gif  onythin^  thereof  is  sauld  a 
halfpeny,  and  gif  he  opinis  his  birdmg  in  the  market  to 
sell  ana  nocht  sellis  he  sal  gif  a  farding.  Of  a  peco  of 
cloth  sauld  in  the  market  nathyng  salbe  gevin  to  the 
custome  bot  gif  be  cloth  be  schorne  thru  the  Aldyr- 
mannys  leve  and  be  saulde  be  elnys  the  sellar  sal  gyf 
a  halfpenny  to  the  burow  sergeand. 


iV. 

Be  custuYiUL  diuersarum  hestiarum. 

Do  vacca  empta,  ob.  De  equo  empto,  i.  d.  De 
(|uolibet  equo  empto  non  equitato  transeunte  de  foro 
sine  sella,  ob.  De  quolibet  bone  uel  vficca  transeimte 
vbi  eustuma  dari  solot,  qdr.  De  decem  bidentibus, 
capris,  uol  ])orcis  i.  d.  De  v.  uel  iiij°'  bidentibus 
oapris  uel  porciH,  ob.  Do  iij.  uel  ij.  bidentibus  capris 
uel  porcis,  qdr.  Si  autem  animalia  predicta  fuerint 
alicuius  libero  tenentis  per  cartam  et  forinsecum 
seruicium  pro  ])ropriis  suis  vsibus  nihil  prestabit.  Si 
autem  vendert?  voluerit  pro  lucro  dabit  custumam 
ut  predictnm  est  do  animalilms. 


iv: 

Of  custome  of  hestys. 

Of  any  ox  boucht  in  the  market  a  halfpeny.  Of  a  kw 
a  halfpeny.  Of  a  hors  a  peny.  Of  ilk  hors  boucht  and 
nocht  rydin  gangand  out  of  the  toun  bot  a  sadil  a  half- 
peny. Of  ilk  ox  or  kw  gangand  whar  custome  suld  be 
gyfin  a  farding.  Of  ten  schepe  gayt  or  swine  i.  d.  Of 
four  or  five  gayt  schepe  or  swyne  a  halfpeny.  Of  twa 
or  three  gayte  schepe  or  swvne  a  farding.  And  gyf 
thir  bestis  be  of  only  fre  haldand  man  with  charter  tyl 
his  awyn  oyso  thai  sal  gyf  nathyng.  But  gyf  he  wyl 
sel  thaim  thai  aw  custome  on  this  wyse. 


Be  ('uatuma  cjoriormn  lane  et  pellium  lanutarum, 

De  lasta  coreorum,  viij.  d.  De  qualibet  dacra 
coreorum  si  vendantur  per  dacras,  i.  d.  Do  dimidia 
dacra,  uel  iiij°^  coreis,  uel  tribus  uel  duobus  coreis, 
ob.  De  VDO  coreo  [per  se,  ob.]  De  vno  coreo  tanato, 
qdr.  ad  exitum.  De  lasta  coreorum  ceruorum,  viij.  d. 
De  dacra  de  hyndecaluys,  i.  d.  et  ob.  De  vna  lasta 
lane  videlicet  de  x.  saccis  qui  simul  habuerit,  viij.  d. 
De  vuo  Kacco  lane,  iiii.  d.  De  vna  vaga  lane,  ij.  d. 
De'  viij.  petris  vel  vij.  vel  vj.  lane,  i.  d.  Et  de 
quinque  uel  iiij°'  uel  iij.  uel  ij.  uel  de  vna  petra 
lane.  ob.  De  vna  petra  lane  tincte,  ob.  De  c.  pellibus 
lanosis,  iii^.  d.  Do  Ix.  pellibus  lanosis,  ij.  d.  Do 
bynda  pelhum  dc  schorlingis  scilicet  xxiiij.  i.  d.  De 
c.  i)elliDus  hogrellorum,  ii.  d.  De  c.  pellibus  agnorum, 
i.  a.  et  ob.    De  c.  pellibus  caprinis  uel  leporinis  i.  d.  ob. 


V. 

Of  custome  of  hydis  and  sJcynnis, 

Of  a  last  of  hydis  viij.  d.,  of  half  a  last  iiij.  d.,  of  ilk- 
dakir  of  hydis  sauld  m  dkkir  i.  d.,  of  half  a  dakyr  or 
four  or  three  twa  hydys  j.  halfpenny,  of  a  hid  at  the 
oute  passing  a  fardyng,  of  a  last  of  hert  hydys  aucht 
peniis,  of  a  dakyr  of  hynd  calwis  thro  half  peniis,  of 
a  last  of  wol  that  is  to  say  for  ten  sekkys  gaddryt 
togyddyr  aucht  peniis,  of  a  sek  of  wol  four  peniis,  of  a 
waw  of  wol  that  is  to  say  half  a  sek  twa  peniis,  of  aucht 
boven  or  sex  stano  of  wol  a  peny,  of  five  four  thre  or 
twa  or  ane  stane  of  wol  a  half  peny,  of  a  stane  of  lyttyt 
wol  a  half  peny,  of  a  hundredth  wol  skynnys  four 
peniis,  of  thre  score  twa  peniis,  of  a  bynde  of  skynnys 
of  schorlyng  that  is  to  say  twenty  four  a  penny,  of  ane 
hundredth  nog  skynnys  thre  half  peniis,  of  ane  hun- 
dredth lam  skynnys  thre  half  peniis,  of  ane  hundredth 
gayte  skynnys  or  har  skynnys  thrfe  half  peniis. 


VI. 

Be  eustuma  allecium  et  pisciumi. 

De  lasta  allecium,  iiij°'  d.  De  mille  allecibus,  i.  d. 
De  c.  salmonibus  ad  introitum  nihil,  ad  exitum, 
iiij**^  d.  De  piscibns  kelynge  et  lynge,  hadok,  ,  de 
quolibet  c.  iiij.  d.  de  exitu,  et  nihil  de  introitu.  De 
mille  de  hadoch,  uel  de  whyttinge,  uel  de  codelinge, 
i.  d.  De  summa  equi  de  salmonibus  i.  d.  ad  introitum. 
De  summa  equi  cuiuslibet  modi  piscium  uel  allecium 
siccatoram  ad  exitum,  i.  d.  De  summa  eciui,  moluel, 
hadoch,  codelynge,  wyttinge,  uel  ostriarum,  uel 
cuiuslibet  piscium  posita  ad  vendendum  detur  pro 
atallagio  fori  i.  d.  De  summa  equi  cuiuslibet  modi 
piscium  ducta  extra  villam  vbi  eustuma  debetur, 
i.  d.,  preterquam  de  colmouth  vnde  debetur,  ob. 
Do  fascicula  piscium  super  dorsum  hominis  ad 
exitum,  ob.  De  allecibus  si  per  summam  equi  ducan- 
tur,  pro  mille  allecibus,  i.  d.  Et  pro  stallage  fascicule 
cuiuslibet,  ob.  Item  pro  ix*=,  uel  pro  viij'^,  uel  vij'^, 
allecibus,  i.  d.  Item  pro  vj%  uel  v^,  uel  iiij,  ob. 
Item  pro  iij'^,  uel  ij*"  qdr,  De  lasta  allecium  re- 
centium,  iiij.  d.  De  dimidia  lasta,  ij.  d.  Si  ducantur 
per  eum  qui  cam  emit,  set  si  ducantur  ad  portum 
maris  per  piscatorem  nihil  debetur  pro  allecibus  set 
pro  sua  sede. 


VI. 

Of  custome  of  herytig  and  fischis. 

Of  a  last  of  heryng  salbe  payt  to  custome  four 
peniis,  of  a  thousand  heryng  a  peny,  of  a  hundredth 
salmond  at  the  entryng  nathyng,  bot  at  the  furth 
passyng  four  peniis,  of  ilk  hundredth  fysch  kelyng 
leyng  or  hadok  at  the  entryng  nocht,  bot  at  the 
oute  passyng  four  peniis,  of  a  thousand  haddockis 
or  whytingis  [or  coaly ing]  a  peny,  of  a  hors  lade  of 
salmonde  at  the  entry  a  peny,  of  a  hors  some  of  ony 
other  manner  of  fysch  or  heryng  dry,  at  the  furth 
passyng  a  peny,  and  of  a  horse  lad  of  kelyngis  had- 
dokis  whytyngis  or  codlyngis  or  oystris,  of  sik  manor 
of  fysch  put  to  sel  for  the  stalage  a  pony,  of  a  hors 
some  led  oute  of  the  toun  of  sic  maner  of  fysch  a  peny. 
Outane  colemoth  a  half  pony,  of  a  byrthyng  of 
fysoh  on  a  mannys  bak  at  the  furth  passyng  a  half 
peny,  of  a  thousand  heryng  and  thai  be  led  on  a  hors 
a  penny,  for  ilk  byrthyng  for  the  stalange  of  the  market 
a  half  ])eny,  and  for  nine  aucht  or  seven  hundreth 
heryng  a  peny,  for  sex  five  four  thre  twa  or  ane  hun- 
dredth heryng  a  fardyng.  Item  for  a  last  of  fresche 
heryng  four  peniis.  Item  half  a  last  twa  peniis  and 
gyf  thai  be  led  thrw  the  byar  that  byis  thaim,  bot  gyf 
^^i  be  led  to  the  havyn  with  tJie  fyschar  he  sal  gyf 
naihyng  for  the  heiyng,  bot  for  his  set. 
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vn. 

De  ctistwina  a/ueriorum  ^ponderis. 

De  brasil  ad  introitum  nihil  dabit,  set  de  c.  de  brasil 
ad  exitum,  ij  d.  De  cera  ad  introitum  nihil  dabit,  set 
de  qualibet  naga  cere  ad  exitnm,  vii.  d.,  si  ponderetur 
per  petras  qualibet  petra  dabit  jiro  custuma  ad  exilum, 
I.  d.  De  carca  scilicet  bale  piperis,  cemini,  uel  alumpni, 
zynzebcris,  seteuale,  amigdalorum,  uel  risarum,  aut 
talium  consimilium  nihil  ad  introitum,  set  de  qualibet 
carca  scilicet  bale,  iiij.  d.  ad  exitum.  De  poketa  alumpni 
ad  exitum,  ij.  d.  De  c.  libris  piperis  et  cuiuslibet  modi 
predictorum,  ij.  d.  De  quibuscunque  c.  libris  aueriorum 
ponderis  de  quoHbet  c.  per  se  ad  exitum,  ij.  d.  et  pro 
quolibet  c.  libris  quando  uenduntur,  pro  custuma  fori, 
ij.  d.    De  c.  ferri,  ij.  d.    De  quadriga  fjlumbi  videlicet 

e  xxiiij.  fotemalis,  iiij.  d.    De  vaga  cepi  uel  yncti,  i.  d. 


I 


yin. 

De  custuma  cmutbiiretium  fihrum  meremni  et 
cultellorum. 

De  c.  oanabij,  j.  d.  De  c.  taysis  do  rethibus  ad  in- 
troitum, ij.  d.  De  c.  libris  filorum  pro  rethibus  fa cien- 
dis,  ob.  De  c.  libris  linei,  ob.  De  c.  bordis,  iiij"'  d. 
De  c.  de  cheueronys,  iiij.  d.    De  c.  cultellis,  ob. 


VU. 

Of  eustame  of  merchandise. 

Brasyl  at  the  entryng  aw  nathyng  bot  at  the  outgang 
ilk  hundredth  of  brasylT  sail  pay  twa  peniis,  and  of  wax 
at  the  entre  nathyng,  bot  of  uk  waw  at  the  oute  passyng 
aucht  peniis  gyf  it  be  weyit  be  wawys,  and  gif  it  bS 
weyit  be  stanys  of  ilk  stane  at  the  furth  passyng  a  peny 
for  cnstome.  Of  karkys  or  balys  of  peper,  coymn,  alom, 
gynger,  setwell,  almondis,  or  ris  fygys  rasynys  or  vthir 
syk  thyng  at  the  entre  nocht,  bot  of  ilk  bale  at  the  furth 
passyng  four  peniis,  of  a  pokat  of  alom  at  the  furth 
passyng  twa  peniis,  of  ilk  hundredth  pund  peper  or  of 
Tthir  syk  thyng  forsaid  tw^a  peniis,  and  of  al  rnaner  of 
thingis  of  awyr  de  paiis,  of  ilk  c.  pund  at  the  outgang 
twa  periiis,  and  for  ilk  hundreth  gyf  it  be  said  of  custom 
twa  peniis,  and  for  the  custome  of  the  market  twa 
peniis,  of  a  hundredth  iryn  twa  peniis,  of  a  wayne  wyth 
lede  that  is  to  say  xxiiij.  fotmellis  four  peniis,  of  a  waw 
of  grese  sayme  or  oyle  a  peny. 

VIII. 

Of  the  custome  of  Cannes  kellw  threde  burdis  Sr  knyfys. 

Of  a  hundreth  cannes  a  peny,  of  a  hundreth  karkes  of 
kellis  at  the  entryng  twa  peniis,  and  at  the  furth 
passyng  twa  peniis,  of  a  hundreth  pund  of  threde  to 
mak  kellis  a  half  peny,  of  a  hundreth  pund  of  lynyn 
threde  a  half  peny,  of  a  hundreth  burdis  of  tymmer 
four  peniis,  of  a  hundreth  cheueronys  four  peniis,  of  a 
hundreth  knyfys  a  half  peny. 


IX. 

De  custuma  de  cordewane,  haterie. 

De  duodena  de  cordewane  nihil  ad  introitum,  set  ad 
exitum,  iij.  d.  De  iiij**'  uel  tribus  pellibus,  i.  d.  De  ij. 
pellibus,  ob.  De  vna  pelle,  nihil.  De  duodena  patel- 
larum  baterie  ad  exitnm,  ij.  d.  et  nihil  ad  introitum. 
De  duodena  cacaborum  ad  exitum  iij.  d.  et  nihil  ad 
introitum.  De  diniidia  duodena  cacaborum,  i.  d.  ob. 
De  tribus  cacabis,  i.  d.  De  duobis  cacabis,  ob.  De 
duodena  ollarum  enearum,  ad  exitum,  iij.  d.,  et  nihil 
ad  introitum.    De  duodena  seruramm,  ob. 


X. 

De  cepis  {et  custuma)  alleorum  calibis  ferri  ciste  et  a/rche. 

De  cepis  et  ailea  nichil  ad  introitum,  set  de  qualibet 
summa  equorum,  videlicet  xxiiij.  rasis  ad  exitum,  ob. 
De  mille  cepis  ad  exitum,  ob.  De  garba  calibis  vide- 
licet XXX.  esperdiis  ad  exitum,  obolum.  De  garba  ferri 
pile,  videlicet  de  xvj.  esperdijs  ad  exitum,  ob.  Qui 
portauerit  ferrum  in  doleo,  pro  c.  ferri  iiij.  d.  ad  in- 
troitum. Et  cum  vendiderit,  doleum  uacuum  erit  ad 
vsum  regis.    De  cista  uel  archa  sine  serura,  i.  d. 


XL 

De  doleU. 

Si  cardones  guello  uel  aliqua  mercimonia  adduota 
in  doleo  vendantur  tabemando  doleum  vacuum  erit 
regis,  et  pro  quolibet  doleo  ad  introitum,  iiij.  d.  Et 
de  mille  cardonibus,  i.  d.  De  barello  cum  cineribus, 
ij.  d.  De  barello  cum  calibe,  viij.  d.  Do  barello  cum 
oleo,  ij.  d.  ad  introitum,  et  ij.  d.  ad  exitum. 


xn. 

De  guello. 

Si  aliqua  nauis  veniens  carcata  fuerit  cum  guello 
dabit  pro  qualibet  frayel  ad  introitum  xxij.  d.  et  ad 
exitum,  xxv.  d.  Pro  qualibet  mensura  scilicet  sootinge 
de  guello  dabit  ob.  Item  pro  qualibet  frayel  de  guello 
que  remanet  in  burgo  penes  extraneum  non  vendita 
vltra  festum  Sancti  Martini  debet  xviij.  d.  de 
retomato. 


IX. 

Of  the  custome  of  cordwan. 

Of  a  dusane  cordwan  skynnys  at  the  ontryng  nocht, 
bot  at  the  furth  passyng  four  peniis,  of  four  or  thre 
cord  wane  skynnys  a  peny,  of  twa  a  half  peny,  of  ane 
nathyng,  of  a  dusane  of  pannys  of  battry  at  the  furth 
passyng  twa  peniis,  at  the  entrvng  nocht ;  of  a  dusane 
of  caldronys  at  the  outgang  thre  peniis,  and  nocht  at 
the  entre.  and  of  half  a  dusane  of  caldronis  thre  half 
peniis,  and  of  thre  caldronys  a  peny,  of  twa  a  half  peny, 
of  a  dusane  brasyn  pottys  at  the  furth  passyng  thre 
peniis,  and  of  a  dusane  of  lokkys  a  half  peny. 


Off  tlie  custome  of  onyonis,  gcvrlek,  Sfc, 

Of  onyonys  and  garlik  at  the  entre  nathyrg,  bot  of 
ilk  soume  of  garleke  that  is  to  say  xxiiij.  rasys  at  the 
forth  passyng  a  half  peny,  of  ilk  thousand  vnionnis  at 
the  outgang  a  half  peny,  of  a  schef  of  stele,  that  is  to 
say,  XXX.  gaddys  at  the  furth  passyng  a  balfpeny  of  ilk 
schef  of  jryn  pile,  that  is  to  say  xvi.  gaddis  at  the 
furth  passyng  a  half  peny,  and  whasa  bryngys  iryn  in 
ton  he  sal  gyf  for  the  l^undreth  iryn  four  peniis  at  the 
entre,  and  when  it  is  saulde  the  tome  ton  salbe  the 
kyugis,  of  a  kyst  or  of  ane  ark  with  lok  twa  peniis,  bot 
lok  a  peny,  of  a  kyst  or  a  schryne  wyth  sape  in  it  twa 
peniis,  of  a  kyst  or  schryne  with  wax  a  peny. 

XI. 

Of  ioimijs. 
And  gyf  ony  tassall  walde  or  ony  vthyr  marchandys 
l>rocht  in  tonnys  be  ta,ppyt  and  sauld  the  tome  ton  salbe 
the  kyngys,  and  thai  sal  hafe  for  ilk  ton  at  the  entre 
four  peniis,  and  for  ilk  thousand  tassallis  a  peny,  and 
ilk  barell  of  tasill  twa  peniis,  of  a  barel  wyth  assis 
twa  peniis,  of  a  barel  \vyth  stele  aucht,  of  a  barel  wyth 
oyle  at  the  entre  twa  peniis,  at  the  faith  passyng  twa 
peniis. 

XU. 

Of  waXd^, 

And  gyf  ony  schyp  cum  wyth  walde  he  sal  ffyf  for 
ilk  frael  at  the  entre  twenty  and  twa  poniis,  and  at  the 
furth  pas^rng  twenty  five  peniis,  and  for  ilk  mesure 
that  is  callyt  a  settyng  a  naif  peny,  and  swa  for  ilk 
frael  remaynand  in  the  burgh  of  strange  mannys  vn- 
sauld  atoure  the  feste  of  Sanct  Mertyn  it  sal  gyf  auchten 
peniis  for  the  retret  wardis. 
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BOTAL  OOMHISSION  ON  MABKST  RIGHTS  AlO)  TOLLS: 


xvn. 


BbOOBDS  KBLATIirG  TO  MaBKBTS  IN  IBILAKD. 

A.  Extracts  from  the  Beoord  styled  '*  Cuabtae, 
Pbivileoia,  bt  Immunitates." 

Hbnbicus  II. 

Carta  libertatum  eiviiati  BvhUn.  coneeasarwn. 

A.D.  1171.  Henricus   rex  Angliae  dux   Nor- 

An.  18.    Hen.  II.    manie  et  Aquitanie  et  comes  Ande- 

gaviae      archiepiscopis      episcopis 

Ex  orig.  in         abbatibns     comitibus    baronis   jos- 
Archiv.  Oivitat.      ticiariis    vicecomitis    ministris     et 
Dubl.  omnibus  fidelibus  suis  Francis  An- 

glicis  et  Hibemiensibos  totius  terre 
sue  salutem.  Soiatis  mo  dedisse  et  concessisse  et  pre- 
sent! carta  confirmasse  homiuibus  meis  de  Bristowa 
oivitatem  meam  de  Duvelina  ad  inhabitandam  quare 
volo  et  firmiter  precipio  ut  ipsi  eam  inhabitent  et 
teneant  illam  de  me  et  de  heredibus  meis  bene  et  in 
pace  libere  et  quiete  integre  ct  plenarie  et  honorifice 
cum  omnibus  libertatibus  et  liberis  consuetudinibus 
quas  homines  de  Bristowa  habent  apud  Bristowam  et 
per  totam  terram  meam.  Teste  Wiilielmo  de  Braoso, 
ac.    Apud  Duyelinam. 


mercatu  apud  burgum  snum  de  Naas  qualibet  septiman 
die  sabbati  Concessi  eciam  ei  saoh  et  soch  et  toll  et  them 
.  .  .  et  judicium  aquae  et  ferri  et  duellum  et 
fossam  et  forcas  et  omnes  alias  libertates  et  liberas 
consuetudines  que  ad  illam  terram  pertinent  exceptis 
placitis  et  querelis  que  ad  coronan  regiam  pertinen 
que  ad  opus  menm  retinui.  Testibus  Berth,  &c,  apud 
Kildare. 

CaHa  libertatum  burgen^ibus  de  Trim  per  WaUerwn  de 
Lacy  concessa. 


Temp.  Ric.  I. 

E  Bot.  Fat. 

Oromw.  An. 

1657,  p.  3,  m.  5. 


Sciant  .  .  .  Walterus  de  Lacy 
dedi  et  concessi  et  .  .  .  confirm  avi 
bnrgensibus  meis  de  Trim  omnes 
libertates  quas  habuerunt  et  quibus 
usi  fuerunt  secundum  legem  Bnstolli 
antequam  chartam  meam  presentum 
de  dono  meo  obtinuerunt  Concessi 
etiam  eisdem  burgensibus  ut  habeant  yeterem  boscnm 
jacentem  in  fforesta  de  Trim  ad  sua  focalia  per  visum 
fibrestariorum  meorum  Et  ut  habeant  pasturam  .  .  . 
Supradictis  vero  libertates  ego  et  heredes  mei  eis  imper- 
petuum  warrantizabimus  et  tenebimus)  Et  ut  hec  mea 
donatio  et  concessio  rata  et  stabillis  permaneat  earn  . 
.    .    confirmavi  hiis.    Testibus,  &c 


lOrant  of  a  Fcbir  at  Swords,] 

•     Sciatis  me,  Ac salute  mee  et  antecessorum 

necnon  successorum  meorum  concessisse  et  hac  carta 
mea  confirmasse  karisimo  patri  meo  in  Christo  Johanni 
archiepiscopo  Dublinie  et  successoribus  suis  quod 
habeant  nundinas  in  villa  de  Swerdes  que  est  de 
archiepiscopatu  Dublinio  singulis  annis  semel  ciroum 
festum  scilicet  Columkill  per  viii.  dies  duraturas  quam 
Yolo  et  firmiter  precipio  quod  idem  Johannes  archi- 
episcopus  et  successores  sai  habeant  predictas  nun- 
dinas bene  et  in  pace  et  quiete  pacifice  et  honorifice 
cum  libertatibus  et  liberis  consuetudinibus  ad  feriam 
pertinentibuR  absque  omni  consuetudine  et  exacione 
que  a  me  vel  heredibus  meis  inde  possit  ferri  hiis 
testibus,  &c. 


Carta  vUlae  de  Swerdes, 


A.D.  —. 

An.  —  Bic.  I. 


Ex  Alani  Beg. 

p.  142,  d, 

penes  Archiep. 

Dublin. 


Universis  Christi  fidelibus  .... 
J.  Dei  gratia  Dublinensis  ecclesie 
minister  salutem  et  benedictum. 
Noverit  universitas  vestra  nos  con- 
cessisse et  presenti  carta  confirmasse 
burgensibus  nostris  de  Swerdes 
omnia  burgaffia  sua  sicut  prime 
instituta  et  aata  fherint  viaelicet 
pro  singulis  burgagiis  duodecim  denarii  annuatim 
solvendi  in  duobus  terminis  .  .  .  cum  omnibus  liber- 
tatibus et  liberis  consuetudinibus  quas  cives  Dubli- 
nensis habent  et  quas  eis  rationabiliter  concedere  possi- 
mus  et  warentizare  hiis  testibus,  &c. 


A.D.  1189,  An.  I.  Bic.  I. 

Concessio  tetrai-um  et  mercati  apud  Naas  WUUdmo  filio 
Morisd  confirmata. 


A.D.  — . 
An.  —  Hen.  11. 

E  Bot.  Mem. 
20  Edw.  rV.  m.  16, 


Johannes  filius  domini  regis 
Angliae  et  dominus  Hibernie  omni- 
bus hominibus  et  fidelibus  suis 
Francis  et  Anglicis  et  Hibemiensi- 
bus  salutem  Sciatis  me  concessisse 
et  presenti  carta  mea  confirmasse 
Wiilielmo  filio  Moricii  et  heredibus  suis  unum  cantere- 
dum  terre  quem  Makelan  tenuit  non  propinquiorem 
Duyilino  sea  aliud  scilicet  in  quo  villa  de  Nas  sita  est 
quem  comes  Bicardus  dedit  Moricio  patri  ipeius 
WilUelmi  tenendum  de  heredibus  comitis  Bicardi  per 
serviciam  v.  militum  pro  omni  servicio  quare  volo  et 
firmiter  precipio  quod  predictus  Willielmus  et  heredes 
sui  per  eum  nabeant  et  teneant  bene  et  in  pace  libere 
et  quiete  integre  et  plenarie  honorifice  et  pacifice  totam 
terram  predictam  cum  omnibus  pertinencii  suis  in  terra 
•t  mari  in  bosoo  et  piano  in  castellis  et  fortelesciis  in 
burgis  et  yillis  in  ecclesiis  et  capellis  in  pratis  et  pasturis 
in  aquis  et  molendinis  in  stagnis  et  vivariis  in  [ripariis] 
ot  piscar^is  in  moris  et  mariscis  in  viis  et  semitis  et 
omnibus  aliis  pertinenciis  suis.    Concessi  eciam  et  ei 


Temp.  Bic.  I. 

Ex  Bot.  Mem. 
29  Eliz.  m.  10. 


Lem  BristoUi  bwrgensibw  de  Kenlts  in  Midia  per  ewndem 
concessa, 

Sciatis  .  .  .  quod  ego  Walterus 
de  Lacy  dedi  et  concessi  et  .  .  . 
confirmavi  burgensibus  meis  de 
Kenlis  legem  BristolU  habendum  iUis 
et  eorum  heredibus  sicut  melius  et 
liberius  alicubi  data  et  concessa  est 
aliquibus  civibus  secundum  contentam  rationabilem 
legis  BristoUi  ei  prima  instituoione  concessa  [et  eis] 
illos  liberos  et  quietos  esse  de  teloneo  per  totam  terram 
meam  cjuod  nuln  homini  respondeant  de  aliqua  causa 
versus  lUos  mota  versus  hunaredum  suum  nisi  proprie 

Eersone  mee  causa  pertineat  et  tres  acras  ad  quodlibet 
urgfkgiam  in  campis  quare  volo  et  precipio  quod 
precucti  burgenses  et  eorum  heredes  habeant  libere  et 
quiete  quicquid  in  hec  carta  illis  concessi  et  confirmavi 
hiis  testibus,  &c. 

Johannes. 

De  extraneis  mercatoribus  mcwUate  Dublin  manentibus, 
et  de  gildis  ejusdem  dvitatis. 


Sub  initio 
Begni  Johan. 

E  Bot.  Fat. 

38  Hen.  VIII.  m. 

2,  J. 


Johannes  Dei  gratia  rex  Anglie 

dominus   Hibernie,    &c 

episcopis  abbatibus  .  .  .  salu- 
tem bciatis  nos  concessisse  et  .  .  . 
confirmasse  civibus  nostris  de 
Dublinio  tam  extra  muros  qnam 
infra  muros  manentibus  quod  nuUus 
extraneus  mercator  emat  infra  oivitatem  de  homine 
extraueo  blada  vel  coria  vel  lanam  nisi  de  civibus  et 
quod  nullus  extraneus  vendat  pannos  in  civitate  ad  desci- 
cionem  et  quod  nullus  extraneus  mercator  rooretur  in 
civitate  cum  mercibus  suis  pro  mercibus  suis  vendendio 
nisi  per  quadraginta  dies  et  quod  habeant  omnes  ration- 
abiles  gildas  suas  sicut  burgenses  de  Bristolia  habent 
Tel  melius  habere  consuerunt. 


B.— A  DOCKET  OF  THE  CUSTOMS  OF  THE 
GATES  BELONGING  TO  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 


At  a  Fosi  Assbmblt  held  at  the  Tholsel  of  the  Citt  of 
Dublin,  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  June  1763,  the 
following  Obdeb  was  conceived,  relative  to  the 
under-mentioned  Docket,  to  wit  :^ 

"  That  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June  1763  all 
goods  and  merchandises  that  are  really  the  property  of 
any  fVeeman  of  this  city  do  pass  Custom  free  mto  and 
out  of  the  city,  provided  such  freeman  do  certify  to 
the  collectors  of  the  Customs  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  such  goods,  and  that  they  are  bis  projjcrty  ;  that  if 
any  freeman  of  this  city  shall  presume,  after  the  said 
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24th  of  June,  to  certify  that  any  goods  aie  his  proi>orty 
which  are  actually  the  property  of  any  other  person 
,  not  free  of  this  city,  in  order  to  defraud  this  city  or 
their  farmers  of  the  Customs  of  such  goods,  such  free- 
man  to  be  proceeded  against  by  the  city  agent,  as 
Mr.  Becorder  shall  advise,  in  order  to  his  being  dis- 
franchised for  such  fraud  and  breach  of  oath. 

"  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  from  and  after  the 
said  24th  day  of  June  all  raw  hides  going  out  of  thw 
city  shall  be  free  from  ^nstom  Roing  out;  that  bark 
ffoing  out  of  any  of  the  adjacent  liberties,  to  be  naade 
use  of  for  tanning,  shall  likewise  be  free ;  that  all  iron 
going  out  to  the  several  mills  near  the  city  to  be 
manufactured,  and  returning  to  this  city  manufactured, 
shall  be  likewise  free  from  Custom  ;  that  all  salt  manu- 
factured  in  Ireland  shall  be  free  from  any  Custom ; 
that  all  goods  going  to  be  manufactured,  aud  the 
materials  made  use  of  therein,  shall  be  free  from 
Custom  if  they  are  returned  to  this  city  manufactured  ; 
and  that  Committee  be  empowered  to  regulate  the 
Docket  accordingly." 

A. 

Of  every  sack  of  ashes,  one  halfpenny. 

every  car  load  of  apples  or  other  fruit,  twopence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  one  penny. 

every  flasket  ditto  on  one  c^^r,  one  halfpenny,  not 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  barrel  of  ale  coming  in,  brewed  without  the 

city  or  liberties  adjoining,  twopence. 


Of  every  tub  of  butter,  one  penny. 

every  crock  or  basket  of  ditto,  containing  ten  pounds 

or  upwards,  one  halfpenny, 
every  load  of  deal  boards,  exceeding  six,  one  penny, 
every  load  ditto,  under  six,  one  halfpenny, 
every  car  load  of  brushes,  twopence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  one  p6nny. 
every  back  load  ditto,  one  halfpenny, 
every  horse  load  or  car  load  of  bed-mats,  twopence, 
every  back  load  ditto,  one  penny, 
every  barrel  of  bark,  one  halfpenny, 
every  sack  of  green  beans  or  peas,  one  halfpenny, 
every  bull,  bullock,  or  cow,  one  penny, 
every  sack  of  button  moulds,  twopence, 
every  flitch  of  bacon,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  of  brooms,  twopence, 
every  horse  load  of  brooms,  one  halfpenny. 
eTery  car  load  of  brandy  or  other  spirits,  three- 
pence, 
every  runlet  ditto    on  one   car,   one    penny,  not 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  dozen  ditto,  one  penny,  not  exceeding  tho 

price  of  a  car  load. 
every  pedlar's  box  carried  on  his  back,  one  half- 
penny 

every  car  load  of  brass,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  single  brewing  pan,  twopence. 

every  car  load  of  baskets,  twopence. 

every  car  load  of  boymore,  twopence. 

every  car  load  of  bent,  one  halfpenny.  '• 

every  sack  of  brogues,  one  penny. 

every  car  load  of  bays,  serges,  frizes,  stocking's,  &c. , 
threepence. 

every  pack  of  flannel,  twopence. 

every  bundle  ditto,  one  penny. 

every  horse  load  of  frizes  serges,  &c.,  twopence. 

every  car  load  of  heel  blocks  or  patten  boards,  two- 
pence.  • 

every  car  load  of  bulrushes,  twopence. 

every  back  load  of  ditto,  one  pennj'. 

every  car  load  of  brussels,  threepence. 

every  piece  of  buckram,  one  penny.  ^ 

every  norse  load  of  earthenware,  one  penny. 

every  car  load  ditto,  threepence. 

every  bedstead,  one  halfpenny. 

every  dozen  of  barrows,  one  penny. 


Of  every  car  load  of  cheese,  threepence. 

every  hundred  weight  ditto,  one  penny,  not  exceeding 

the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  norse  load  ditto,  twopence. 
every  calf,  one  halfpenny, 
every  car,  to  be  sold,  one  halfpenny. 

X     55729. 


Of  every  kish  of  charcoal,  three  halfpeuco. 
every  horse  load  of  charcoal,  one  halfpenny, 
every  car  load  of  candles  or  soap,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  large  hair  clotb,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  of  cradles,  twopence, 
every  car  load  of  chairs,  twopence, 
every  dozen  of  chairs,  one  penny, 
every  bag  of  corker,  one  penny, 
every  sack  of  cutlins,  one  halfpenny, 
every  car  load  of  cyder,  threepence, 
every  single  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  not  exceeding 

the  price  of  a  car  load,  one  penny, 
every  kish  of  Kilkenny  conl,  one  penny, 
every  dozen  o!  woollen  cards,  one  penny, 
every  hundred  of  cony  feel,  one  penny. 
every  barrel    of   com,    as  wheat,    oats,   Ac, 'one 

farthing. 

E. 

Of  every  horse  load  of  eggs,  one  penny. 

every  clieve  load  ditto,  on  backs,  one  halfpenny. 

F. 

Of  every  horse  load  of  dead  fowl,  twopence. 

every  clieve  of  chickens,  carried  on  backs  or  arms, 

one  halfpenny, 
every  dozen  of  dead  fowl,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  Car  load  ditto,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  of  finh,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  salmon,  one  farthing, 
every  small  basket  of  flsh  on  one  car,  one  halfpenny, 

not  exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  trail  of  figs  or  raisins,  one  halfpenny, 
every  horse  load  of  feathers,  twopence, 
every  car  load  ditto,  threepence. 

G. 

Of  every  crib  of  glass,  twopence. 

every  back  load  of  ditto,  one  halfpenny. 

every  load  cf  grass,  one  farthing.  , 

every  goat  or  kid,  one  farthing. 

every  gage  of  all  sorts,  twopence. 

all  mttnner  of  grain,  per  barrel,  one  farthing. 


H. 

Of  every  bag  of  hops,  threepence. 

every  pocket  of  hops,  twopence. 

every  small  parcel  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not 
exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  horse  load  of  hats,  threepence. 

every  back  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  dczen  of  hats,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  cow  or  bullock  hide,  tanned  or  untanued,  one 
halfpenny,  not  exceeding  sixpence  in  the  whole, 
on  one  car. 

every  car  load  of  herrings,  fourpence. 

every  barrel  ditto,  twopence. 

every  mease  ditto,  on  one  oar,  one  penny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  hog  or  pig,  one  halfpenny. 

every  sucking  pig,  one  I ar thing. 

every  load  of  broad  hoops,  twopence. 

every  load  of  small  hoops,  one  penny. 

every  load  of  hay,  one  farthing. 

every  firkin  or  runlet  of  honey,  ono  penny. 
'   every  crock  of  ditto,  one  halfpenny. 

every  car  load  of  horns,  threepence. 

every  bag  of  hairsell,  one  penny. 

every  cart  of  hay,  one  penny. 


I. 

Of  every  car  load  of  iron,  threepence. 

every  horse  back  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  bar  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  halfpenny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  bundle  of  nail  rod  iron,  one  halfpenny. 

Tcd  iron  per  hundred- weight  on  one  car,  one  penny, 
not  exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  new  iron  pot,  one  haltpenny. 

every  bar  of  old  iron,  one  halfpenny. 


O 


Digitized  by 


Google 


106 


ROYAL   COMMISSION    ON   MARKET   RIGHTS   AND   TOLLS: 


Of  every  car  load  of  iron  mine,  one  penny. 

every  hundred  of  horse  shoes  and  cart  clouts,  three 

farthings, 
every  hundred  of  iron  shovels    or  spades,    three 

halfpence, 
every  car  load  of  iron  pots,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  hundred  trips  j»nd  brand  irons,  one  halfpenny, 
every  dozen  of  griddles,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  of  nails,  threepence, 
ever  horse  load  of  nails,  twopence, 
every  hundred-weight  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  penny, 

nob  exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  hundred- weight  of  wrought-iron,  on  one  oar, 

one  penny,  not  exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

K. 
Of  every  keeve,  one  penny. 


Of  every  car  load  of  lead,  threepence, 
every  lamb,  one  farthing, 
every  oar  load  of  dressed  leather,  sixpence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  threepence, 
every  leaden  vessel,  one  penny, 

M. 

Of  every  car  load  of  merchants'  goods  not  herein  par- 
ticularly specified,  being  the  property  of  one 
person,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  bundle  ditto,  or  what  a  man  carries  under 
him,  one  penny. 

every  barrel  of  malt,  one  farthing. 

every,  mill  wheel,  twopence. 

every  millstone,  threepence. 

every  barrel  of  meal,  one  halfpenny. 

Of  every  car  load  of  nuts,  threepence, 
every  horge  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  bag  ditto,  one  halfpenny. 

0. 

Of  every  hogshead  of  oil,  threepence. 

every  runlet  ditto,  on  ono  car,  one  penny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  barrel  of  oil.  twopence, 
every  car  load  of  oysters,  twopence . 
every  horse  load  ditto,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  of  onions,  threepeuje. 
every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  flasket  ditto,  on  one  car,  o:ie  halfpenny,  not 
exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  loiid. 


Of  every  sack  of  potatoes,  one  halfpenny 
every  car  load  of  pewter,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  car  load  of  paper,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  aitto,  twopence, 
every  car  load  of  plants,  one  halfpenny, 
every  barrel  of  white  peas,  one  farthing, 
every  barrel  of  pitch  or  tar,  twopence. 

E. 

Of  every  car  load  of  white  rods,  twopence, 
every  ditto  green,  one  penny. 
55very  barrel  of  rape- seed,  three  halfpence, 
every  horse  load  of  rabbits,  twopence, 
every  dozen   ditto,  on    one    car,  one    pwmy, 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  car  load  of  rushes,  twopence. 


not 


Of  every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  farthing,  not 
exceodinff  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  car  load  of  slink  lamb  skins,  or  kid,  two- 
pence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  one  penny. 

every  back  load  ditto,  one  halfpenny. 

every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  farthing,  not 
exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  car  load  of  calf  skins,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not 
exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  load  of  barrel  staves,  one  penny. 

every  load  of  straw,  one  farthing. 

every  car  load  of  rabbit  skins,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  man's  back  load  ditto,  one  penny. 

every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  halfpenny,  not 
exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  sheep,  one  farthing. 

every  dozen  of  stockings,  on  one  car,  one  penny^ 
not  exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  load  of  silver  mine,  threepence. 

every  load  of  flagstones,  one  penny. 

every  load  of  slates,  one  penny. 

every  load  of  marble  stones,  twopence. 

every  load  of  grinding  stones,'  one  penny. 

every  car  load  of  bazils  or  pelts,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  farthing,  not 

.  exceeding  tiie  price  of  a  car  load. 

T. 
Of  every  hogshead  of  tobacco,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  or  back  ditto,  twopence, 
every  single  roll  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  farthing,  not 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load- 
every  hogshead  of  tallow,  threepence, 
every  barrel  ditto,  twopence, 
every  cake  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  halfpenny,  not 

exceeding  the  price  of  a  car  load, 
every  load  of  made  timber  wai'e,  twopence, 
every  load  of  timber,  one  penny, 
every  load  of  tazels,  twopence, 
every  back  load  ditto,  one  penny, 
every  cart  load  of  turnips,  parsnips,  and  carrots, 

one  halfpenny, 
every  car  load  of  trees,  twopence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  one  penny, 
every  back  load  ditto,  one  halfpenny, 
every  timber,  stutch.  or  chest,  one  penny, 
every  load  of  tin,  one  penny. 

W. 
Of  every  hogshead  of  wine,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  single  hamper  ditto,  twopence. 

every  dozen  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  runlet  of  wine,  one  penny. 

every  pack  of  wool,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  pocket  ditto,  on  one  car,  one  penny,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  a  car  load. 

every  car  load  of  wadd,  threepence. 

every  hundred  of  bees'  wax,  threepence. 

every  car  load  of  worsted,  threepence. 

every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence. 

every  hundred  of  yam,  one  penny. 

JN.B.— All  goods  coming  in  for  private  use  to  be 
exempted  from  custom. 

Examined  by 

Allen  and  Green,  Town  Olerka. 

The  bocKBT  of  Toll  of  every  Single  Barrel  of  Grain 
at  the  Gates  belonging  to  the  City  of  Dublin. 


S. 

Of  every  barrel  of  salt,  twopence. 

every  hundred-weight  ditto,  three  farthings, 
every  car  load  of  sheep  skins,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  ditto,  twopence, 
every  dozen  ditto,   on    ono    car,  one   peimy, 

exc(  eding  the  price  of  a  oar  load, 
every  horse  skin,  one  farthing, 
every  car  load  of  lamb  skins,  threepence, 
every  horse  load  ditir^,  twopence. 


not 


Wheat 

Oats. 

Bere. 

Malt. 

Meal. 

lbs.   ozs. 
3     10 

lbs.  ozs. 
2       4 

lbs.  ozs. 
2     12 

lbs.  ozs. 
2      1 

lbs.   ozs. 
2       9 

Barley. 

Flour. 

Kye  or  Meslin. 

Crush. 

lbs.    0Z8. 

2    12 

1 

lbs.  ozs. 
2      7 

lbs.  OSS. 
3      9 

lbs.  OSS. 
3     13 
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A  Docket  of  the  Petty  Customs  of  the  Makkbts. 

Of  every  car  load  of  fruit,  twopence, 
every  high  load  of  ditto,  one  penny, 
every  flasket  of  ditto,  one  halfpenny, 
every  bntter  standing,  per  week,  twopence. 


Of  every  root  standing,  per  week,  twormnce. 
every  standing  for  fowl,  per  week,  twopence, 
overy  standing  in  corn  market  per  day,  one  penny, 
every  car  load  of  hay  and  straw,  at  Smithfield,  one 
halfpenny. 


XVIIL 


RECORDS  RELA.TING  TO  MARKETS  in  WALES. 


Extracts  ^m  the  Charters  of  the  Jowns  of 
Carmarthen  and  Kidwelly. 

(From  the  Charter  Rolls,  41  Henry  III.,  memb.  9. 
A.D.  1257.     Wallia.) 

Pro  Burgensibus  1  Rex  Archiepiscopis,  &c.  Inspc^unius 
de  Kermerdyn,  j  cartam  quam  Edward  us,  Alius 
noster  primo^enitns,  fecit  burgensibus  de  Kermeredin  in 
bee  verba :  *'  Edwardus,  iUustris  Henrici  Regis  Anglie 
"  primogenitus,  omnibus  .  .  .  salutem.  Nouerit 
"  universitas  vestra,  nos  conoessisse  dilectis  et  fldelibus 
"  burgensibus  nostris  de  Kermeredin  omnes  bonas  leges  et '. 
**  consuetudines  quibus  tempore  Johannis  Regis,  avi  nostri, 
"  et  predecessorum  suorum,  Regum  Anglie,  hactenus  usi 

'*  sunt  et  gavisi Concessimus  eciam  eis, 

*'  quod  si  aliquis  eorum  alicui  infra  bnrgum  suum  foris- 
''  fecerit,  non  ducatur  infra  portas  castelli,  dum  possit 
"  inuenire  bonos  et  saluos  plegios  de  stando  juri,  nisi 
**  pro  transgressione  pro  qua  plegiabilis  non  fuerit.  Et 
"  quamvis  aliquis  eorum  aliquam  rem  claro  die  coram 
"  vicinis  suis  emerit,  et  postea  res  ilia  fuerit  calumpniata 
*'  tanquam  furtiua,  non  amittet  nisi  tantum  rem  illam, 
"  set  iurabit  cum  Sacramento  vicinorum  suorum,  quod 
**  nescivit  rem  illam  emisse  de  latrone.  Et  quod  nullus 
"  eorum  cogatur  accommodare  balliuo  suo  ultra  duodecim 
*'  denaratas,  .  ,  .  .  ,  et  quod  nulla  inquisicio  de 
''  rebus  forinsecis  fiat  per  predictos  burgenses,  seG  per  libere 
"  tenentes  patrie,  sicut  hucusque  fieri  consueuit.  Et  qnod 
"  hec  concessio  nostra,  rata  et  stabilis  pro  nobis  et  heredibus 
'*  nostris  predictis  burgensibus  nostris,  perseveretur,  hoc 
"  presens  scriptum  sigilli  nostri  inpressione  duximus  coro- 

^'  Dorandum.    Hiis  testibu8,"&c Nos  autem 

predictam  concessionem  ratam  habentes  et  gratam,  earn 
pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  concedimus  et  confir- 
mamus,  sicut  predicta  carta  rationabiliter  testatiur.     Hiis 

testibus  &c Datum  per  manum  nostram 

apud  Westmonasterium  iiij  die  Februarij,  anno  regni  nostri 
xlj*.    (See  aUo  Ch'.  RoU,  6  Edw.  II.    A.D.  1313.) 

2.  Rotuli  WaUie,  8   Edward   I.,   memb.  7. 

[A.D.  1280.] 

Rex  dilecto  et  fideli  suo  Bogoni  de  Knouill,  Justiciario 

Buo     West    Wallie,    Salutem.      Quia    pro    multitudine 

hominum  tarn  Anglicorum  quam  Wallensium,  sectatorum 

Comitatus  nostri  de  Kermerdyn,  et  ad  vtilitatem  eorum- 

dem    volumus    quod,  &c publice    etiam 

proclamari  feciatis  et  firmiter  inhiberi  ex  parte  nostra  ne 
qui  super  grauem  forisfacturam  nostram  ad  distancium 
quinque  leucarum  in  circuitu  ville  de  Kermerdyn  [emeret 
vel  venderet  mercimonia]  per  diem  Sabbuti  donee  aliud 
inde  preceperimus.    Teste,  &c. 

3.  From  the  Patent  Roll,  Ist  Edward  III. 

[A.D.  1327.] 
Pro  Burgensibus"!  Rex  omnibus  ad  quos  .  .  .  .  salu- 
de  Kaermerdyn,  I  tem.  Inspeximus  litteras  patentes 
et  aliorum  f  Domini  Edwardi,  nupcr  Regis 
Wallia.  J  Anglie,  patris  nostri,  in  hec  verba : 
"  Edwardus,  Dei  Gratia,  &c.,  omnibus  ballivis  et  fidelibus 
"  suis  in  Wallia  ad  quos,  &c.,  Salutem.  Cum  tempore 
**  Domini  Edwardi,  quondam  Regis  Anglie,  patris  nostri, 
**  anno  regni  sui  tricesimo  tercio,  quondam  Princeps 
**  Wallie  eramus,  per  ipsum  patrem  nostrum  et  consilium 
**  suum  ac  nostrum,  pro  emendacione  et  mehoracione 
"  burgi  nostri  de  Kermerdyn,  et  aliorum  burgorum  nos- 
"  trorum  in  Wallia,  ordinatum  esset,  auod  nullus  in 
"  partibus  vicinis  burgis  nostris  predictis  per  quinque 
"  leucas  in  circuitu,  emeret  vel  venderet  mercunonia, 
''  quocunque  nomine  censerentur,  nisi  in  ipsis  burgis,  sub 
"  forisfactura  mercimoniorum  prediotorum  per  certum 
''  balliuimi  nostarum  ad  hoc  specialiter  deputandum, 
*'  capiendorum  ad  opus  nostrum,  postquam  eidem  balliuo 
'*  constaret  manifeste  per  se,  vel  per  consideracionem  curie 
"  nostre,  quod  huiusmodi  mercimonia  emerentur  vel 
^*  mftnifesto  venditioni  exponerenter,  licet  eciam  non  ven- 
^^  derentnr,  exceptis  hiis  que  in  locis  per  cartas  priwile» 


'*  giatis;  et  exceptis  pane  et  ceruisia  in  predictis  burgis 
*'  in  grosso  emptb,  que  postmodum  in  patria  per  ementes 
'*  licite  vendi  possunt ;  exceptis  eciam  carnibus  et  piscibus» 
"  Bcissis  caseis,  ouis,  pullanis,  et  huiusmodi  minutis  ven- 
*'  dibilibus:  cera  tamen,  aut  sepuni  extra  burgos  predictos 
"  in  grosso  non  venderetur:  et  quod  dicta  ordinacio 
"  proclamaretur  et  publicaretur  per  justiciarium  nostrum 
*'  in  singulis  curiis  burgorum,  sen  in  singulis  curiis 
*'  •  .  .  senescallorum  et  comitatuum  partium  iUarum 
**  quater  in  anno.  Nos  volentes  ordinacionem  predictam 
"  firmiter  et  inuiolabiliter  obseruari  de  cetero  et  teneri^ 
*^  vobis  mandamus,  quod  contra  ordinacionem  predictam 
*'  nichil  omnino  attemptetis  seu  attemptari  permittatis, 
*'  quominus  dicta  ordinacio  pro  emendacione  et  melioracione 
"  burgorum  nostrorum  predictorum,  sub  forisfactura  pre- 
''  dicta  ad  opus  nostrum  oapienda,  modis  omnibus  vs^eat 
*'  observari.  In  cujus  rei  testimononium  has  litteras 
**  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  meipso  apud 
**  Westmonasterium  tercio  die  Maij,  anno  regni  sexto.'* 

Nos  autem  ordinacionem  predictam  accepiantes,  et  earn 
firmiter  et  inuiolabiliter  obseruari  volentes,  vobis  man- 
damus quod  contra  eandem  ordinacionem  nichil  omnino 
attemptetis  seu  attemptari  permittatis  quominus  ipsa 
ordinacio  pro  emendacione  et  melioracione  burgorum 
nostrorum  predictorum  sub  foris&ctura  predicta  ad  opus 
nostrum  capienda  modis  omnibus  valeat  obseruari.  In 
cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste  Rege  apud  Westmonasterium  viij  die 
February. 

Per  ipsum  Regem  et  consilium. 

4.  From  the  Patent  Roll,  50  Henry  III.,  memb.  12. 
[A.D.  1266.] 

De  muraffio  de  \  Rex  Balliuis  et  probis  hominibus  de 
Kermerdin.  /  Kermerdin,  salutem.  Volentes  ad 
instanciam  filii  nostri  Edmundi  vobis  gratiam  facere 
specialem,  concedimus  vobis  quod  consuetudines  quas  de 
rebus  venalibus  in  villam  vcstram  venientibus  et  eandem 
villam  exeuntibus  percipere  consuevisiis  ad  villam  vestram 
predictam  claudendam  decetero  capiatis  vsque  ad  festum 
Sancti  Michaelis  proximo  future  et  ah  eodem  festo  Sanoto 
Michaelis  vsque  in  tres  annos  proximo  sequentes  completes, 
Ita  quod  complete  termino  dictorum  trium  annorum 
consuetudines  predicte  penitus  cessent  et  deleantur.  In 
cuius,  &c.  Teste  Rege  apud  Kenilworth,  xxviij°  die  Junij. 
(There  is  also  a  like  grant  of  the  same  customs  *'  tam  in 
"  auxilium  predicte  ville  vestre  claudende,  quam  in 
''  auxilium  pontis  vestre  ibidem  reparandi,**  in  the  Rotuli 
Wallie  for  19  Edw.  I.,  mem.  6,  dated  25th  October  A.D. 
1291.) 

5.  From  the  Patrnt  Roll,  9  Edw,  I.,  mem.  29. 
[A.D.  1280.] 
De  muragio  1  Rex    Ballivis    et    probis    hominibus     de 
de  Kedwely.  J      Ked welly,  Salutem.      Sciatis,  auod  ad 
instantiam  dilecti  et  fidelis  nostri,  Patriqj  de  Cadurcis, 
domini  vestri,  concessimus  vobis  in  auxilium  ville  vestre 
predicte  claudende,  ad  securitatem  et  tuicionem  eiusdem 
v'dle  et  partium  adiacentium,  quod  a  festo  Natalis  Domini, 
anno  regni  nostri  none,  usque  ad  finem  quinoue  annorum 
proximo  sequencium  completorum,  capiatis   de  rebus  ve- 
nalibus in  villam  predictam  venientibus,  consuetudines 
subscriptas  videlicet : — 

De  qualibet  carecta  cariata  panni,  duos  denarios : 

De  quolibet  summagio  panni,  unum  denarium : 

De  quolibet  dolio  ^ini,  duos  denarios : 

De  qualibet  carecta  cariata  lane,  quatuor  denarios  : 

De  quolibet  summagio  lane,  unum  denarium : 

De  qualibet  carectata  meUis,  duos  denarios : 

De  quolibet  summagio  mellis,  unum  denarium 

De  qualibet  carectato  ferri,  duos  denarios : 

De  quolibet  summagio  ferri,  unum  denarium :         \ 

De  qualibet  carectata  piscis  roarini,  duos  denarios , 

De  quolibet  summagio  eiusdem  piscis,  unum  obolum  | 

De  qualibet  carectata  bladi,  unum  denarium  : 

De  quolibet  summagio  bladi,  vnum  obolum : 

De  qualibet  carectata  panis,  vnum  denarium 

Pe  quolibet  summagio  panis,  vnum  obolum. 
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UOYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MAHKLT   IUGH1S   AND   TOLLS: 


XIX. 


Calendar  of  Grants  of  Markets  and  Fairs  from  1  John  to  22  Edward  IV. 

This  list  is  prepared  from  a  manuscript  volume  now  preserved  in  the  Public  Record  OflSoe  (styled  Palmer's 
Index,  No.  93),  and  is  believed  to  contain  a  complete  list  of  all  Letters  Patent  preserved  in  the  Public  Becord 
Office  relating  to  Markets  and  Fairs  in  England  from  the  beg  nning  of  the  reign  of  K.  John  to  the  year 
22  Edward  IV.,  including  with  the  rest  several  charters  of  market  right*  m  Ireland,  Prance,  and  elsewhere. 


Kaoe. 

County 

(where  noted 

in  Palmer's 

index). 

Fair 

or 

Market. 

Baldoc     . 

.          •          . 

M. 

Uitham 

- 

M. 

Bnntol     • 

•          •          • 

F. 

pira  Busig 

- 

M. 

^V'are    • 

Hertford 

M. 

WuHoer  • 
Beniet- 

irorthumber- 

land. 
Hertford 

M. 
M. 

Huntingdon  • 

M. 

Gottingam 

York      -       . 

M. 

HaloTill 

. 

M. 

Chclmaforl 

Essex     .       . 

M. 

liEmtrej  • 

Surrey 

M.F. 

DoncMter 

York      .       . 

F. 

Toke       . 

•                      •                      a 

F. 

NUhna. 

- 

F. 

Kemhall  Her- 

Lancaster     - 

F. 

mitage. 
Bromegrare 

Worcester     - 

M. 

Kitiehocton 

Huntingdon  • 

M.F. 

Buttrecombe 

York  . 

M.F. 

CottinKtaam 

York      .       . 

F. 

Wakcring 

Essex  • 

F. 

Ipswich  - 

Suffolk  .       . 

F. 

Berkcly 

Gloucester     - 

M. 

Laiigley  - 

Norfolk  -       - 

M.F. 

rdton  . 
Warton  - 

Northumber- 
land. 
Lancaster 

M.F. 
M. 

Horpetli 

Cumberland  •> 

M.F. 

Strtto      . 

- 

F. 

Strafford 

. 

F. 

Annmon 

York      •       . 

F. 

JlovcJon- 

York  . 

F. 

Turkutevill 

France  - 

M.F. 

jAmbhitli 

Surrey 

F. 

Karciiton 

. 

F. 

Agon 

France  - 

M.F 

Wiiuheati'r 

. 

^      F. 

VemVer  - 

Wale.<     -       - 

F. 

AVcndlincbrig  • 

Nor:hnmpton 

M. 

AKinondcsliau 

Bi^Us 

M.F. 

LaUingheth 

Su^olk  -       - 

M. 

8ankevill 

Nirmandy     • 

M.F. 

Norl' n     • 

Norfolk  .       . 

F. 

Karlctoii  - 

Xorlolk 

F. 

GryineBtcni 

Norfolk  .       . 

K. 

Gliclmsrcrd 

1 

F. 

Nortlinot 

'  Kent      •       • 

F. 

<»ryi!H«by 

1  Lln^ln 

'      F. 

^Viclou    - 

Gloucester     • 

'  M.F. 

K»iU(  'mm 

York  - 

F. 

Cant  bury 

Canibridirt     - 

F. 

Reference. 


Csrt.,lJolm,p.l,m.8*. 

Cart..  1  John,  n.  15. 

Cartn  1  John. 

Cart.,  1  John,  m.  32. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  1.  n.  181. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  1,  n.  78. 

Cart,  1  John,  pt.  1,  u.  186. 

Cart.,  I  John,  pt.  1,  m.  22. 

Cart.,  I  John,  pt.  1,  n.  08. 

Cart,  1  John,  pt.  1,  n.  US, 

m.  19. 
Cart.,  1  John,  pt  1,  m.  15. 

Cart.,  1  John,  m.  4. 

Cart,  1  John.  pt.  2,  m.  1. 

Cart,  1  John,  pt  2,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  ro.  8. 

Cart.«  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  4. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt  2,  m.  4. 
,  Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2.  m.  4. 
I  Cart.,  1  Juhn,  pt.  2,  m.  4. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  5. 
.  Cart.,  1  John,  pt  2,  m.  7. 

Cart..  1  John.  pt.  2.  m.  8. 
,  Cart,  1  John.  pt.  2,  m.  8. 
!  Cart..  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  9. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  ra.  9. 
I  Cart..  I  John.  pt.  2.  m.  21. 
,  Cart..  1  John,  pt.2,  m.  21. 
I  Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  21. 

Cart,  1  Juhn,  pt.  2.  m.  24. 

Cart.,  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  24. 
I  Cart,  1  John,  pt.  £,  m.  25. 

Cart..  1  John,  pt.  2,  m.  2«. 

Cart ,  1  John,  pt.  2.  m.  20. 

Cart ,  1  John.  ])t  2,  ro.  27. 
I  Cart.,  1  John,  pt  2,  ra.  29. 

Cart.,  2  John,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  2  John,  m. «. 
1  Cart..2  John,  m.O. 

Cart.,  2  John,  t:i.  7. 

Cart.,  2  John.  m.  7. 

('oW  ,  2  John,  ni.  7. 

Cart,  2  John.  m.7. 

C.irt..2  John,  ni.  7. 

Cart.,  2  John,  m.  7. 

Cart..  2  John,  ni.  8. 

Cart.,  2  John,  ni.  S. 

Cnrt,  2  John,  ui.  9. 

Cart..  2  John,  m.  in. 

Cart.,  2  John,  m.  16, 


Place. 


Burgo  - 

Bridlington 

Bickenouro 

Havennt' 

Portesmew 

Bamesey  • 

Dunham  • 

Bamesey 

Agtuundesham 

Brifcwater 

Favi^U    • 

Kemikall 

Waleton  - 

Cuningbery 

Barewe    • 

Wykes. 

Burgo  de  Capet. 

f.NichoIai 
Paghaui  • 

Wakefcld 

Newbigging 

Wrdiin 

Swyneonnibo 

Hokeling- 

EoMol  - 

M'ymundl.ain 

Hanc  worth 

Newport  - 

Leuno  - 

Hurtenduu 

Dunstaple 

Stonorcs  in  In 
sula  de  Tdiiet 
lleford    - 

Kenton 

St.  Bi  toljihnni 

Eton 

Bninfeld  • 

Skipton 

Hancworth 

HhalingfurJ 

Nantaby 

Fulemero 

Newport  • 

Chippenham 

Chestcrfeiiil 

Axemynster 

Norton    • 

Clune   • 

(icestre   - 

Fukeston 

Soroham 


County 
(where  noted). 


Fair 

or     I 
Market.! 


Northampton 
York      . 


Huntingdon 


Bucliingbam 
Some**8ct 


Sussex 
York  . 


Northnmbor- 
Jand. 


Northampton 
Norfolk 
i^orfolk  - 
Essex  • 
Norfolk  - 

Bedford 
Kent      - 
Dorset 
Northampton 

Buckingham 

York      - 
Norfolk . 


Exscx     - 
Wilts - 
Derby    • 
Devon  - 
Oxford  - 
Salon  - 
Sussex    • 

Sufwex    • 


Reference. 

Cart.,  8  John,  m.  17. 
Cart.,  2  John.  m.  l.'^. 
Cart,  2  John,  m.  21. 
Cart..  2  John.  m.  22. 
Cart.  2  John.  m.  23. 
Cart,  2  John.  m.  23. 
Cart..  2  John,  m.  24. 
Cart,  2  John,  m.  24. 
Cart..  2  John,  m.  27. 
Car..,  2  John,  m.  27. 
Cart.,  2  John,  m.  S3. 
Cart.,  2  John.  m.  88. 
Cart.,  2  John,  m.  84. 
Cart.,  2  John.  m.  28,  d. 
Cart.,  5  John,  n.  6. 
Cart.,  6  Jolm,  n.  46. 
Cart.  5  John.  m.  7. 
Cart.,  6  John.  n.  02. 
Cart.,  5  John.  m.  10. 
Cart.,  5  John,  u.  101. 
Cart.,  5  John,  n.  lOS. 
Curt.,  5  John,  n.  115. 
Call..  6  John,  in.  15. 
Cart.,  5  Jolin,  n.  119. 
Cuit,  5  John,  n.  136. 
Cart,  5  John,  n.  165. 
Cart..  5  John.  n.  191. 
Cart.,  5  John,  n.  19t 
Cart.,  5  John,  n.  190. 
Cart., 5  John,  n.  209. 
Csrt.,  5  John,  m.  25. 
Cart,  et  I.ilx  rat,  5  John,  m.  1. 
Cart.  &  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  4. 
Cart,  et  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  4. 
Cart,  k  Lib..  5  John,  m.  6. 
Cart.  &  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  8. 
Cart.  &  Lib.,  5  John.  m.  8. 
Cnrt.  et  Lili..  5  Jolin,  m.  9. 
Cart.  Jt  Lib.,  A  John,  m.  10. 
Cart.  &  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  11. 
Cart.  &.  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  II. 
Cart.  &  Lib.,  5  John,  m.  1,1. 
Cart.,  6  John,  n.  31. 
Cart.,6  John,n.  tJ(;. 
Cart.,  6  John,  n.  80. 
Cart..  0  John,  n.  Hi2. 
Cart..  4>  John,  n.  102. 
Cart.,  G  John,  ni  109. 
Cart.,  r,  John,  n.  11 «. 


F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

r. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 

P. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

3f. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 
BI.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 
M.  F.     P»t..  6  John,  01, 11. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 
Pst.. «  John,  d. 

1 
Place.         ! 

1 

County 
(where  noted) 

Fair 

or 

iMarket 

1 

Referenoe. 

ITatindur.o     - 

1 
1 

1- 

M. 

f 
Carlton           -  1 

Worcester     - 

P. 

Oblate,  2  John.,  m.  6. 

Werch  • 

!•       • 

M. 

Cart..  7  John.  m.  1. 

Grimston        -  1 

i  r- 

Oblate  2  John,  ra.  6. 

Orpiut<Ai  - 

Kent      -       • 

M. 

Cart.,  7  John,  m.  i. 

Lakingheth     ■ 

Suffolk 

M. 

ObUte.  3  John,  m,  2. 

Landiran 

Wales     .      . 

M.P. 

Cart..  7  John,  m.  5. 

Shorham  - 

Sussex   - 

'      F. 

Oblat  .8  John. m.4. 

Beggler   -      - 

Suffolk 

P. 

Cart..  7  John,  m.  8. 

Tateshall 

Lincoln  - 

M. 

Oblate,  3  John.  m.  5. 

Wrengel  •      • 

Lincoln 

M. 

Cart..  7  John,  m.  8. 

Ertrepocle      • 

York  - 

M.V. 

Oblate,  3  John,  m.  7. 

Pliinton 

. 

M. 

Cart.,  7  John,  m. ». 

Ledbwy-      - 

Herefoid 

;  M. 

Liberate.  3  John.  m.  5. 

Oarbou    •      - 

P. 

Cait..7John,m.7.d. 

WaUingflDrd   - 

Berks- 

'      F. 

Close.  6  John,  m.  6. 

StrodoB- 

Kent      - 

M. 

Close,  7  John.  m.  20. 

Pie*     . 

Lincolr  - 

:    M. 

Close,  6  Johu,  m.  9. 

Brumlej  - 

. 

M. 

Close,  7  John,  m.  20. 

Gednay   • 

Lincoln 

|M. 
1     JI. 

Close.  6  John.  m.  9. 

War©   • 

Hertford       - 

M. 

Pat.  8  John.  m.  2. 

CastGodrici  • 

Hereford       - 

Close,  6  John,  m.  20. 

Northumber- 
land. 

Northumber- 
land. 

P. 

Cart.,  9  John,  m.  4. 

Talkar. 

Cornwall       • 

H. 

Close,  6  John,  m.  21. 

Anyamne 

M. 

Cart.  9  JohA.  m.  4. 

Trapeston 

Northampton 

M. 

Pines.  6  John,  m.  2. 

Lake     • 

M. 

Cart,  9  John,  m.  4. 

Wndstoek      . 

Oxford  - 

M. 

Pines,  6  John,  m.  8. 

Lawfnrd  • 

Suffolk  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  9  John,  m.  4. 

Norton    -       . 

Salop. 

,      P- 

Pines.  6  John.  m.  13. 

Warewell 

. 

P. 

Cart.,  9  John,  n.  87. 

Clnne  - 

Salop      - 

F. 

Pines,  6  John,  m.  13. 

Colesholl 

Warwick 

M.P. 

Can..  9  John,  n.  62.  * 

Wemme  - 

Salop  . 

JM.P. 

Pine  Roll,  7  John.  m.?. 

Culinton  • 

.         . 

P. 

Cart,  9  John.  n.  87. 

Northciuy      - 

!     M. 

Pine  Roll.  7  John,  m'  11. 

Adumlingvr    • 

Northampton 

P. 

Cart.,  9  Jobn,  n.  81. 

Lanstannton  - 

. 

M. 

Pine  Roll.  7  John.  m.  12. 

Moreton  - 

Bssex     - 

P. 

Cart,  9  John,  n.  8S. 

Derteine  -      - 

Cornwall 

M. 

Pine  Roll. 7  John,  m.  16. 

Harewod 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  10  John.  n.  18. 

WUton. 

Hereford       - 

M. 

Close.  7  John,  m.  14. 

Leton       •      - 

Hants    • 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  10  John,  n.  20. 

Strode     -      - 

Kent      -      . 

P. 

Close.  7  John,  lu.  20. 

Bradenesse     • 

Devon 

M.P. 

Cart.,  10  John,  n.  23. 

Bmmley 

. 

M. 

Close.  7  John.  m.  20. 

Benglat   -      - 

. 

P. 

Cart..  10  John.  n.  27. 

Wiooleford     • 

Somerset      - 

M. 

Close.  8  John,  m.  5. 

Roytton 

Herts 

P. 

Cart..  14  John.  n.  23. 

Briave     - 

Gloucester   • 

M. 

Close.  9  Johu,  m.  6. 

Wiham    -       - 

. 

M.P. 

Cart..ltJolm.n.21. 

Devises   -      . 

Wilts  - 

P. 

Close.  9  John,  m.  6. 

Bingloy 

York      .       . 

M. 

Cart.  14  John.  n.  7. 

Turrok 

Bssex     .      - 

M. 

Close,  9  John,  m.  15. 

Chefterfeld     - 

Derby    - 

P. 

Cart..  15  John,  n.  86. 

Hodenliam 

York   - 

P. 

Pines,  9  John,  m.  4. 5. 

Tdpeton  - 

. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  15  John,  n.  8. 

Avenomul       - 

. 

M. 

Fines.9  John.  m.  5. 

Brio     - 

. 

31. 

Pat,  15  John,  pt.  1,  m.  10. 

Wudstok.       . 

Oxford   .       - 

31. 

Pines,  9  John.  m.  8. 

EHrindham    • 

Suffolk  - 

P. 

Pat..  10  John.  pt.  2,  duplicate. 

m.7. 
Cart.,  16  John,  pt  1.  m.  3. 

Stratton  •       - 

- 

F. 

Pines,  9  John,  m.  10. 

Sutton^er 

/ 

M. 

Howell  - 

Northampton 

M. 

Pines.  9  John,  m.  12. 

Nectoii     - 

Lincoln  - 

M. 

Cart.,  18  John,  pt  1.  m.  283. 

Bingell    •       • 

York      -       . 

1     ^• 

Close,  14  John.  m.  Ji. 

LiiUariVorth  - 

Leicester 

M. 

Cirt.,  16  John,  pt.  l.m.  28^. 

Eion    • 

Devon 

31. 

Close,  15  Jolin.  m.  ». 

Bradle- 

Lincoln  • 

P. 

Cart.,  16  John,  pt  1,  ro.  4. 

Batr.       -       - 

York  - 

'      F. 

Fines.   15    Juhn.    c!uplirn(( 

m.  a  &  n. 
Close,  Itf  John,  m.ri. 

Novum  Burguiu 

. 

M. 

Cart.,  16  John.  pt.  1.  m.  2. 

Howarowell    - 

Oxford  - 

F. 

Hothtredbir    - 

Wilts     -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  16  John,  pt  1.  m.  4. 

Bath  *        and 

Glaston. 
Kerton    - 

Somerset 

'  M.P. 

Close,  16  John,  m.  5. 

gt-xfTord  •       - 

Stafford         • 

P. 

Cart.,  18  John,  ptl,  m.7. 

Hants    .       . 

M. 

Clo«e,l6  John,  m.  7. 

Liilterworth  - 

Leicester 

M. 

Cut.,  16  John.pt  l.m.  7. 

Hechtredbury 

Wilts  - 

1     M. 

Close,  16  John,  m.  l». 

Norton    -       - 

Lincoln  - 

M. 

Cart,  16  John,  pt  1,  m.  7. 

Barton    - 

Westmoreland 

l!     M. 

Close,  16  John.  m.  19. 

Barton  • 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Cart.,  16  John.  pf.  1.  n.  45. 

Dublin.  Men  of 

Ireland  -       . 

P. 

Close.  16  John.  m.  *:o. 

Prikeitone      - 

Kent  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,ieJohn,ptl.n.4J. 

Femham 

Surrey 

M. 

Close,  17  John,  m.  14. 

Stnturg  .       - 

. 

M. 

Cart,  16 John. ptl.  m.7. 

Winchelsey    • 

Kent      - 

P. 

Close.  17  John,  m.  1(5. 

Ireiiham  - 

Lincoln  • 

!     M. 

Cart.,  16  John.  pt.  1.  m.  7. 

Soanburno 

Hants- 

M. 

Close,  17  John.  m.  23. 

Chesterfeld     • 

Derby    - 

P. 

Cart..  17  John,  pt  1.  n.  26. 

Bere     • 

Dorset   - 

1     M. 

Close.  17  Joiin,  m.  2J. 

Axninytistre    - 

1 
Devon 

M. 

Cart.l7John,ptl,m.  4. 

Newbery 

Berks  - 

!      *■• 

Close,  17  John,  m.2:|. 

Nfjubery  - 

Berks  - 

K. 

!  Cart..  17  John,  pt  1,  m.  ^. 

Zinclac    -       - 

Ireland  - 

P. 

CIo:*,  17  Johm  ra.  2.1. 

Dublin . 

Ireland  - 

I      P. 

1  Carl.,  17  John,  pt.  1.  m.  9. 

Hertipole 

Durham 

P.M. 

1  Close,  17  John,  m.  J  t 

Weiidour 

. 

M. 

Close.    18  John,    duplicate, 

m.4. 
Close,  18  John.  m.  5. 

Oblate.  1  John.  ml. 

Castle  Richard 

Salop  • 

M.P. 

Close,  18  John,  ra.  r*. 

Castle  Bichard 
Bunge  -  * 

Salop  • 
Suffolk  -       . 

M.  F. 
P. 

Wiltun    -       - 

. 

1     M. 

i 

Pine,  2  Hen.  3,  ni.  2.    Vid 
m.   3.     W.    Coukam,  pn 
i      lalsis  Cartis,  etc. 

D^ncaster 
Clmnebolion  - 

York  - 

r. 

M.F. 

Oblate,  1  John,  m.l. 
ObUtP,  1  John,  m.l. 

Hcnion  •       -"^ 
HAUi.lkiiiK     .J 

Berks  - 

31. 

,  i'hm',  2  llir.  3,  ni.  2, 

Murpalhn 

XortlinmlMT 
!      Uiid. 
1  Suffolk  .       - 

jM,F. 

Oblntc,  1  John,  ra.  «. 

U  jHchuni  - 

Su-^scx   - 

31. 

Close,  2  ll.'n.  3,  m.2. 

Wintringhain  - 

1     M. 

1  Oblato.  iJohn,  m.  11. 

Yalfs    - 

G'on?e^ter     ■ 

y\. 

'  Olos«e.2ll.'n.3.m.2. 

Bridllnj^Um     • 

. 

M.  F. 

Ohnt*-,  2  John.m.ly. 

Kono  i.crtoii    • 

(iIuu'»OKtcr 

31. 

'  I'loso,  2  HiMi.  9,  m.  2. 

Cambridge 

Cambridge     • 

F. 

Oblate.  2  John,  ni.  1'). 

Mobir      -       - 

Devon     - 

M. 

Close.2He.i.3,m. 

Bmjrys- 

Westmorvland 

M.F. 

Oblate.  2  John,  m.  9. 

WVre    . 

. 

•1     M. 

Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Northflete      • 

Kent  • 

F. 

!  Oblate,  2  John.  m.  6. 

B:andr>rd 

- 

.|     M. 

Close.  2  Hen.  8.  m.  2 

Norton    • 

Worcester     • 

F. 

OSlatc.  2  John.  m.  (X- 

Wiral.nru'i 

. 

.       31. 

*  Close.SHon.  r.,ra.?. 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


110 


ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET  RIGHTS  AND   TOLLS: 


Place. 


Clere    - 
Ghidelaxniton 
Norm  anion 
Wallingford 
Ediingburv 
Brinkelaw 
Ohedelinton 
Gampden 
Tacbeham 
Lemenister 
Braolee 
Perendon 
Bpenes   • 
Bobs     - 
Bromyard 
Wiltun    - 
Botolf  . 
Lenn 
"Wergravo 
Crandnn 
Overton  • 
Berkhamsted 
Wigom. 
Wettrasne 
Basne  - 
Wimbome 
Torkesey 
Kemeeing 
Melkesbam 
Black  Torriton 
Hanleg. 
EnoU   - 
Cardestok 
Persor     • 
Witham 
Badelkinge 
Lilbome 
Hatfield 
Staines 
St.  Osithe 
Tacbebam 
Lemenister 
Braolee 
Parendon 
Spenes- 
Storminster 
Coventry 
Wanting 
Witell  - 
Lambume 
Nortbburge 
.  Bovey 
Esseby- 
TValtham 
Westrasne 
Amvill  • 
Bammesbery 
Old  Sarum 
Wotton 
perdestookcs 


County 
(wbere  noted). 


Hants 
Devon  - 

Berks     • 
Oxford 
Warwick 
Devon    - 


Hereford 
Hereford 
York      . 


Lincoln 
Lincoln 

Lincoln 
Kent      • 
WUto  - 
Devon  • 

Wilts  - 
Wilts  • 
Gloucester 
Essex  - 
Berks  - 
Worcester 


Middlesex 

Berks     • 
Gloucester 
Nortbampton 
Berks     - 
Berks  • 
Dorset    • 

Berks  • 

Berks     - 
Leicester 
Devon  - 
Leicester 

Lincoln 
Bedford 

Wilts     - 


Dorset 


Pair 

or  . 

Market, 


M. 
M. 
M. 
•M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
P. 
P. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
P. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
H. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
P. 
M. 

i  «• 

I  M.P. 
I  M.P. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M, 

M. 


Eefbrence. 


Close,  3  Hen.  3.  ra.  3. 
Close.  2  Hen.  3.  m.  3. 
Clone,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  S. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Close,  2  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,!m.  3. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  ra.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Put,,  2  Hen.  3,  pt.  1.  m.  3. 
Pat.,  2  Hon.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  1. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  S. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  0. 
Close.  2  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  2  Hon.  3.  m.  9  ? 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m,  7. 
Close,3Hen.  8,m.7. 
Close,  3  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3km.  9.' 
Close,  3  Hen.  3.  m.  10. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3.  m.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close,  2  Hen.  3.  m.  11. 
Close,  1  Hen.  3.  m.  3, 12. 
Close,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Pines,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Pines.  3  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Pines,  3  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 
Pines,  3  Hen.  3,  m.l. 
Pines,  3  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 
Pines,  3  Hen.  S.m.  3; 
Pines,  3  Hen.  S,  m.  9. 
Fines,  3  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Pines.  3  Hen.  3.  m.  9, 
F}noi..lHon.8,  nj.fl, 
FinoP, »  Hen,  3,  m,  7, 


Place. 


County 
(wbere  noted). 


Pair    I 
or 
Market.! 

I 


Reference. 


Kinton 

Dekinges 

Budeford 

Mildenhall 

Beteleg 

Ripele  - 

Poroester 

Norburg 

Rawell 

Waltbam 

Litb       - 

TJpbaven 

Hatberlegbe 

Huneton 

Okeneutone 

Angre  • 

Hales      • 

Raculf- 

WallesaU 

AUnnflet 

Wardun 

Tememue 

Esselegbe 

Cbiristonwe 

Kingesburgb 

Doping 

Redgrave 

MUdenball 

Brinford 

Normulcb 

Northlecbe 

Huckfeld 

Witinton 

Serres  • 

Berden 

Cumbermartyn 

Ucelington 

Sabricbeworth 

Dymmoc 

Sutton  • 

Debeham 

Wragby 

Ongar 

Tacbam  • 

Perendon 

Arerberg 

Cokermutb 

Halet 

Hereford 

Mutcbester 

St.  Germyn 

Langham 

Bruntun 

Wahull 

Hiccbe    • 

Hildesley 

Rokinfroain 

Siltrelt  « 


Warwick 
Lincoln 
Warwick 
Hants  ' 

Surrey  - 
Hants  - 
Leicester 
Nortbampton 

York  - 
Lincoln 
Devon  • 


Essex     - 
Salop  - 
Sussex  * 
Stslford 
York     • 
Nortbampton 
Devon   • 
Stafford 
Devon    • 
Devon  - 
Lincoln 
Suffolk  • 

Wilts   • 
Lancaster 
Gloucester 
Sussex  - 


Kent 


Dev(m 


M. 

M. 

M. 
M.P. 
P.M. 

P. 

tt. 

M. 

M. 

M. 
P.M. 

M. 
M.p. 

P. 

M. 

P. 
M.P. 

M. 
M.P. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P 

M. 
M.P. 

M. 

P. 

P. 

M. 

M. 
M.P. 

P. 
M.P. 

M. 

P. 

P. 

P. 

M. 

M. 
M.P. 

P. 

P. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 
M.P. 

P. 

M. 


Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m,<. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 11. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 

Close,  4  Hen.  Cm.  14. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  15. 

Close,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

Close,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  15. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  M^  m.  2. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  9.  m.  2. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  3;  m.  2. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  S»  m.  2. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  31  m.  3. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  3;  m.  8. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  %  m.  4. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8;  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  a;  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Heo.  3,  m.  6w 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8im.  6. 

Pines,  4'Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Pines,  4  Hen.  %  m.  8. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m. 

Close,  6  Heiu  3,  m. 

Close  6  Hen.  8,  m. 

Closer  6  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  16,  in  alio 

Rot.,  m.  14. 
Close,  6  Hen.  8;  m.  18, 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  18, 

Close.  6  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3.  m.  16. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Close,  7  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Close,  7  Hen,  8.  m.  6, 

Close  7  Hen,  8,  m,  3. 

Cose.  7  Hen,  a.  ro,  a^ 


Digiti: 
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APPENDIX. 


Ill 


PUce. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 
Market. 

Eeference. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

fteferenoe. 

Dorkw     -      . 

P. 

Close,  7  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Sutton     • 

Kent      -      - 

P. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Wwf^   .       - 

M. 

Close.  7  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 

Iklington 

. 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Linoolii     -     • 

i  M. 

Close*  7  Hen.  8»m.  10. 

Sabriohworth* 

Herts    -        - 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Sobery     •     • 

HU 

Close.  7  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 

Cnmbmartin  • 

Devon    • 

P. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  3.; 

SiOniohworUi. 

M. 

Close.  7  Hen.  8.  m.  li. 

Cruchampton- 

M. 

Pines.  7  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 

Devises     -     • 

P. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8.  m.  14. 

Halesworth    • 

M. 

Pines,  7  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

M. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

Newmarket    - 

P. 

Pines,  7  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 

Tapleton   •    - 

M. 

Close,7Hen.8,m.Je. 

Bumanthorp  - 

P. 

Pines,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Kibworth       - 

H. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

Chitbam   •     - 

M.P. 

Fines,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Sllliintrki    •     • 

H. 

Close.  7  Heu.  8,  m.  17. 

Hegtredebiry  • 

M. 

Pines,  7  Heu.  8,  m.  8. 

PittrintoD       • 

M. 

Close,7Hea.8,m.l7« 

Westun    .     • 

M. 

Pines,  7  Hen.  3.  m.  8. 

Ottele      .     . 

P. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m,  17. 

Holgod     Oas. 

trum. 
Charuton 

M. 

Pines,  7  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

P. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8k  m.  17. 

HantM 

-      - 

M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

DePecoo  -    - 

H. 

Clooe,7Hen.8,m.l2. 

Wenlok     -    - 

M. 

Close.  8  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

SalisbiuT       - 

M. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

StokeU       .    - 

P. 

Close.  8  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Welefoid 

M. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  19, 89. 

Werre       -     - 

M. 

Close.  8  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Wuliall   •   -^ 
SiMchworthJ 

Meroatapiohil 

)entur 

Cloee,7Hen.3.m.»6t(^ 

Sypton    • 
Palewest 

M. 
M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 
Close.  8  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

Danster        et 

WmoheU 
Stfiun      -     - 

- 

M. 

Close.  7  Hen.  8,  m.  28. 

NewSsUsbury 

M. 

Close.  8  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

M. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  28. 

Bly        •        . 

M. 

Close.  8  Hen.  8,  m.  19.' 

Dnieouit   -   - 

M. 

Ctose,  7  Hen.  8,  m.  28. 

Bromhull 

P. 

Close,  8  Hen.  8.  m.  19. 

aaleby      -     - 

M. 

Close,  7  Hen.  8.  m.  97. 

Spafford  •     - 

M. 

Close.  8  Hen.  8,  m.  19. 

Wulneberff     - 

P. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  27. 

Bosworth 

M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  8,  m.  2L 

Oerteles   •     • 

M.P. 

Ck)8ek5Hen.8,m.27. 

Halfned   -     - 

1     M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  8.  m.  24. 

8hiUiif;ft)i4    . 

Beriu      -    - 

P. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Muntsnmery  . 

'.     '. 

P. 

Close,  8  Hen.  8.  m.  24. 

Bngw»ter      - 

Somenet      - 

M. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Strafford 

P. 

Pines,  8  Hen.  8,  m.]. 

SkeibAll   •    . 

Wirwiek      - 

M. 

Close,  5  Hen,  3,  m.  8. 

BlookeU   - 

P. 

Pines,  8  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Briwnd     •     - 

•         •         • 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Almohecdieroh 

M. 

Pines,  8  Hen.  8.  m.  1. 

BaUslHiry       - 

wut*     .    . 

P. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Nudford   .     ■ 

P. 

Pines,  8  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Kine&re    -   - 

Stafford 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Lostwitbiel    - 

M.P. 

Pines,  8  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Nanenlqr 

linooln 

M.P. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Bromholme    - 

M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Hanle      -     - 

WMTwiek 

M.P. 

Gose,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Culing      .     - 

P. 

Gose,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Bllesmere       - 

SiOop 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Theyden 

P.M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

ThorantinTyn^ 

iiOe 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

WUton     .      . 

- 

P.M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Wraggeby      - 

Lincoln 

M. 

Closer  5  Hen.  8,  m.  7, 

Clnmel       •    • 

P. 

(nose,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

StooklNnis      * 

• 

P. 

Close.  6  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Senebod    -     . 

- 

M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  0. 

Bssez      .     - 

H. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Salemanstowe- 

P. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 

Cokermue 

Cumberland  • 

M. 

Close.6Hen.8,m.  10, 

Ardeslegh      - 

M.P. 

Close,  9  Hen.  3.  m.  18. 

ThniTOk   -     - 

Bssez      .     • 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 

Ivingho    .     - 

F. 

Close,  9  Hen.  3.  m.  12. 

?othoppe 

Hereford       • 

M.P. 

Close.  5  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 

Muntgaret      - 

M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  3.  m.  16. 

Debehftm 

Suffolk 

H. 

Ck)se,6Hen.8.m.ll. 

Mudgumer     - 

M. 

Close.  9  Hen.  3.  m.  16. 

Berton      -    • 

Hants    ^      - 

M. 

Close.  6  Hen.  8,  m.  11. 

Porcettr. 

M. 

Close.  9  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

WntobeiK      . 

Devon   -      - 

M. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  IS. 

Pons  Robertl  . 

M.P. 

Close,  9  Hen.  8,  m.  81, 28. 

Plimpton 
WUcot      .    . 

Devon     -     - 

P. 
M. 

Close,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Close.  5  Hen.  8,  u.  16. 

Swinestre  Ca- 

pella. 
Hunstansttne 

P. 

M. 

Close,  9  Hen.  3.  m.  28. 
Close,  9  Hen.  3,  m.  23. 

Lutebur; 

Leicester      - 

P.M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

"Winbum 

M.P. 

Close.  9  Heu.  3.  m.  27. 

Pyfley      .     - 

York       .      • 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

QuUfordBoclia 

P. 

Pines.  9  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Bisherater      • 

Kent      -     • 

M. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 

Ardesleg 

M. 

Fines,  9  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Waletnn 

LancMter     - 

M.P. 

Ck)ee,  S  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Wikes       .     • 

P. 

Fines,  9  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Tuwftnd    -     • 

Suffolk     -    - 

M.P. 

Pines,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Berking 

P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Newton 

Dorset     •     - 

M. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  4. 

P. 

Close,  10  Heu.  3,  m.  6. 

Bromkgh       • 

Stafford  •     • 

M.P. 

Pines,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  4 

Neuenton 

Gloucester    - 

P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Wyke      .      - 

•         •         • 

M. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Cueya      •     - 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Herlawe 

•        ^         • 

P. 

Pines,  5  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Poplesfbrd     • 

Devon 

M. 

Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Buttnm     .     • 

•         •         • 

M. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  9. 

Hereford 

Hereford       - 

F. 

Close.  10  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Boixiff      •      - 

M. 

Pines,  5  Hen.  8.  m.  9. 

Bolestoure      • 

Nottingham . 

M. 

Close,  10  Heu.  3,  m.  9. 

Boiian   - 

M. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8.  m.  9. 

Bume      •     • 

Kent      -      • 

P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

•  M. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Westmell 

• 

M.P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Wlnebergfa     - 

- 

. 

Pines,  6  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Nas-      •      - 

•          •         • 

P. 

Close,  ]0  Heu.  3,  m.  10. 

DebenhMQ     - 

M.P. 

Close,  6  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Ferles  - 

Irelanc 

1 

M.P. 

Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 
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ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MARKET   RIGHTS  AND   TOLLS 


PJace. 


County 
(where  noted). 


P«ir    I 
or 
Market.' 


Reference. 


Iscory 

Clebury  • 

Addere 

Anya    • 

Kenaal- 

Typenuy 

Buyny  • 

Olumore  • 

Dandalk- 

Admolenger 

Salisbui:}!^ 

Bowelton 

TnHOstone 

Bokeland 

Eton 

BnrKUB 

Sutherton 

Sumertune 

Saleby  - 

HertfoBd 

Freston 

Hatfield 

Barking 

Heminohaule 

Baldoo- 

Attlebuxsh 

Keninghale 

Newmarket 

JackeU 

Chipenham 

ScL  Edmundi, 

Merton 

St.  OiaTus 

Eismanhawc 

Bromholme 

Selneleg  - 

Walsingoam 

Buoham  - 

Clebury 

Persore 

Cliiltham 

Bingwode 

Iiinf^eraoroft 

LapAeld  - 

Dublin* 

SUKeymno 

Serres     - 

Branketro 

Stradbroc 

Prostined 

Kirkeby 

Ookermue 

Hamdrsfeild 


Bretford 

Brandon 

Chipinglam- 

bume. 
Calon 

Olaybnry 

Dunmawe 


Ireland 

Salop 

Ireland  - 

Ireland 

Ireland  - 

Ireland 

Ireland 

Ireland  • 

Ireland 

Ireland 


Northumber> 
land. 


Sussex   • 
Warwick 


Suffolk 


Sussex 


Norfolk 


Kent 
Essex  • 
Suffolk 
Hereford 


M.F. 

F. 

¥. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 

H. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 
M.F. 
P.M. 

M. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 
M. 

F. 
M.F. 


I 


Clo«e,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m.  10. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  11. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  11. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  11. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m.  11. 
Close,  10  Heu.  8,  m.  12. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  IS. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  in.  12. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8^  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  13. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  13. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 
Close,  10  Hen.  3.  m.  1^  17. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m  17. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  ra.  19. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  19. 
Closer  10  Hen.  8,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  SO. 
Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  80. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  2U. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m.  o. 
'  Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  20. 
Close.  10  Hen.  3,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  20. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  in.  20 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m.  SI. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8.  m,  21. 
Pat.,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 
Close.  10  Hon.  8,  m.  28. 
Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m.  22. 
Liberate,  10  Hen.  8»  m.  1. 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  22 
Close,  10  Hen.  8,  m.  22. 
Liberate,  10  Hen.  8,  m  2. 
Close,  10  Hen.  3,  m,  W. 
Liberate.  10  Hen.  3.  m. 
Fines,  10  Hen.  3.  u.  8. 
Close,  11  Hen. .%  m.  3. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  ni.  8. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m  8. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  in.  4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 
ClosebllHen.8,m.4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 


Plsce. 


County 


Fsir 


(where  noted).  I  jf^^J^j 


Manchester 

Swynesheved 

Botour- 

Nobir      . 

"Westrasin 

Manesfleld 

Fobbing        •*) 

Bstwesterhami 

Sutbrain 

Culing  • 

Cumhwell 

Oteiy      - 

Stradebroc 

Wudbuige 

Solbir      • 

Lenhall 

ArsBoys 

Telneleg  - 

Lingeroroft 

Otteley 

Shirebume 

Paterinton 

Bromleg 

Bettelegh 

Lidlford 

"Warden  - 

Budham  - 

Selfleghe  • 

JaokoU 

LuctebufK 

Wioheberoghe 

Northleg- 

8t.  lve.i 

Deneham 

Tburok-  - 

Redgrave 

Sudwalde 

Hetheridberye 

Heieford 

Gedenay  - 

Jvengo* 

Waleford 

Newmaricet 

"Weklnge* 

Ammesbeiy 

Wrsggeby 

Wenlock  • 

Coventry  • 

Suham 

Persore 

Merton 

Witelesham 

Snellsham 

Morton 

Haohetune 

Mannesfeld 

Boys  Ars 

Bromlegh 

Bedgravo 

Suthwald      jj 


:] 


F. 

F. 

P. 

F. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M.  pro* 

hibit. 
F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

P. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 


Reference. 


Close,  11  Hon.  3,  m.  4. 
Close,  11  Hun.  3,  m.  4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  5. 
CloM,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  5. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3.  in.  6. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  G. 
Fines,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 
Fines,  11  Hen.  ^w.  4. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3.  m.  7. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 
Close,  U  Hen.  8i  m.  8. 
aose,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 
Close,  11  Heu.  3,  m.  9. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Close  11  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

• 

Close,  11  Hen.  8,  ui.  10. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8.  m.  10. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Close.  11  Hcn..8,  m.  10. 
Clcse,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  10. 
Clo<e,llHen.8,m.lL 
Close,UHen.3,«i.lL 
Close,  U  Hen^  m.  IL 
Close,  U  Hen^  m.  11 
Clone,  11  Hen.3,  m.  12. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Clo8e.ll  Hen.  8,  jn.  12. 
Close,  1 1  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 14. 
Close.  11  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m  13. 
Close,  11  Heu.  8,  m.  18. 
Close.  11  Hen.  8,  m.  13b 
aose,  11  Hen.  3,  m,  18. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  14. 
Close,  U  Hon.  3,  m.  14. 
Close,  11  Heu.  S.m.  16. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 
Caose,llHeu.8,in.l6. 
ClosMl  Hen.  8,  m.  17. 
Close.  11  Hen.  8,  m.  17. 
Close,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  17. 
Close,  11  Hen,  8,  u.  17. 
Close.  11  Heu.  8,  m.  18. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  ui. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3.  m.  19. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  20. 
Close,  11  Hen.  ;t,  m.  22. 
Close.  11  Hen.  3,  m.  22. 
Close,  11  Hen.  3.  m.  28 
Close,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  2 
Close,  11  Hen.  3.  m.  26. 
Fines,  11  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 
Pines,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Fines,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Fines,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 


M.  F.  j  Fines,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

i 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted) 

Fair 
or 
'  Market 

BeferencB. 

Place. 

Uoanty 
(where  noted) 

Fair 

or 

'  Market. 

Beferenoe. 

Heltrideberye 

M.F. 

Pines,  11  Hen.  9.  m.  7. 

Torkesey 

M. 

Close.8Hen.8.pt.l.m.6,  7 
Clo8e.8Hen.8.ptl,m.7. 

Gedouey 

M.F. 

Pines,  11  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Kemsing 

M. 

Taoetlnfola  - 

M. 

Pines,  11  Hen.  3.  m.  9. 

Melkesham     - 

M.F. 

Close.8Hen.8,pt.l.nL7,  8. 

Wardnne 

M.F. 

Fines,  11  Hen.  8.  m.  9. 

BlacktoritOD  • 

P. 

or  9. 
Close.  8  Hen.  8,  pt  1.  m.  9. 

Pottone 

P. 

Vines,  11  Hen.  S,  m.  9. 

Lyminster 

M. 

Cloie,8Hen.S,ptl.nu9. 

Wenlock 

M.F. 

Fines,  11  den.  8,  m.  9. 

Hanlegh 

mutat 
M. 

Cart,UHen.«,ptl.m.9. 

Eton      -       - 

M. 

Pines,  11  Hen.  S.  m.  9. 

Kuol 

mutat 
M.  F. 

Cart.  11  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  10. 

Wallesford      - 

F. 

Fines.  11  Hen.  3.  m.  9. 

Cardstok 

M. 

Cart,llHcn.8,ptl,m.lO. 

Beaudesort     - 

M.F. 

Fines,  11  Hen.  S.  m.  9. 

Torkes.    • 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  11. 

Persore   - 

F. 

Fines,  11  Hen.  3,  m.  P. 

Persere  - 

, 

remot. 
M. 

Cart^  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  1.  m.  11. 

Donstable       - 

M. 

Cart,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  1.  m.  27. 

Witham 

mutat. 
M. 

Cart.llHen.8,ptl,m.l2. 

Somoombe      - 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt  1.  m.  28. 

Lilbum    • 

. 

mutat. 
M. 

Cart,  11  Hen.  8.  pt  1,  m.  18. 

Ghedder 

M. 

Cart..  11  Hen.  8,  pt  1,  m.  28. 

Hatfeld 

' 

M. 

Cart,  U  Hen.  8,  pt  l,m.  14. 

Withe      - 

M. 

Oart..llHen.8.ptl.m.29. 

Stanes 

M. 

Cart..llHen.3.ptl.m.l4. 

Baldock  -      - 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hon.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  29, 
Csrt..  li  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  29. 

St  Osithe 

mutat 
M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt  1,  m.  14. 

Suham          -^ 
Coventre       O 

M. 

Suminster 

M. 

Cart..llHen.8.ptl,m.l4. 

F. 

Cart.,llHen.3.ptl,m.32. 

Witell      -       • 

F. 

Cart..  11  Hen.  8,  pt,l,  m.  14. 

Luctebury 

M.P. 

Cart.,llHen.3,pt.l,m.34. 

Lambum 

P. 

Cart,  11  Hen.  3.  pt  1,  m.  1. 

Kinton    -       - 

M. 

Cart.,llHen.3,ptl.m.34. 

Northbrug      - 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  1,  m.  1. 

Newport - 

P. 

Cart,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  2. 

Esseby 

M.F. 

Oart.,llHen.8,ptl.m.2. 

GuUford 

F. 

Cart..  11  Hen.  3.  pt.  2,  m.  2. 

Bouy 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  S. 

Fareudon 

F. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  3. 

Waltham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  1.  m.  2. 

Kirkeby  -       - 

F. 

Cart,UHen.3.pt2,m.8. 

Westrasen 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  8. 

Chipiug  Lam- 
bum. 
Gokermae 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt  2.  m.  8. 

Preston 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3.  pt.  2,  m.  8. 

M. 

Cart,llHen.3»pt2,m.3, 

Album  Monas- 

P. 

Cart..  12  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 

Langham 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8.  pt  2,  m.  3. 

terinm. 
Beanesburgh  • 

P. 

Cart,  12  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Hoxton 

- 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  3. 

Briokhul 

M.P. 

Cart,  12  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Hmnenfeld    - 

F. 

Cart.,  11,  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  3. 

Stanes    - 

P. 

Cart.,  12  Hen.  8.  m.  9. 

Bretford  -       - 

M. 

Cart.,  11,  Hen.  3,  pt  2.  m.  4. 

Morton    - 

.' 

P. 

Cart,  12  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Manchester    - 

F. 

Cart,  11,  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  4. 

Werk       -       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Hen.  8.  m.  12. 

Dunmawe 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  4. 

Waltham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 

Crawoombti     • 

M.F. 

Cart,  11  Hon.  3.  pt.  2,  m.  6. 

Incheslada"    - 

M. 

Cart..  12  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 

Fobbing 

' 

M.F. 

Cart,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  a. 

Bemewell       - 

P. 

Cart,  13  Hen.  8,  dupU  m.  4. 

Weeterham     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,llHen.3,pt3,m.tf. 

Wycombe 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Lillechurch     - 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2.  m.  7. 

Merlebergh    •) 

vocat        > 

Neulond        '} 

P. 

Cart,  18  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

KingVbromp- 

M. 

Cart..22Edw.8,n.l. 

ton. 

Bromholm      * 

P. 

Cart,  18  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Gumbwell 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt  2.  m.  9. 

Camelton 

M. 

Cart,  18  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

KiUom    • 

P.M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  8,  pt  2,  m.  9. 

Leicestr 

P. 

Cart..  18  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Ottery    - 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2.  m.  9. 

Meycolithe     - 

M.P. 

Cart..  18  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Clere       ■       - 

* 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt.  2.  m.  9. 

Harolueston  - 

P. 

Cart.,  13  Hen.  8,  dupl.,  m.  12. 

Stradbroo       - 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  9. 

Lucteburgh    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  18  Hen.  8.  m.  14. 

Wadbiu^ 

M. 

Cart.,  11  Hen.  3,  pt  2,  m.  9. 

Cinhtiton 

P. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  1. 

Bos 

M. 

Pines,  2  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Sepewesoe 

M.P. 

Cart.  14  Hen.  3.  pt.  1.  m.  1. 

Bromyard 

F. 

Fines,  2  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

DundsU 

P. 

Cart ,  14  Hen.  8.  pt  1,  m.  2. 

Willum    -       . 

M. 

Fines,  2  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Clunmor 

M.F. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  3,  pt  1,  m 

Vergravo 

M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  3,  pt  1.  m.  6. 

BntDcheshey  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  8,  pt  1,  m.  3. 

Granden 

M. 

Close,  8  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  5. 

Homcaster     • 

F. 

Cart,  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  4. 

Omerton 

• 

M. 

Close. 3 Hen. :.  pt.  1,  m. 5. 

Melburue 

. 

.  P. 

Cart..  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  4. 

Berkhamsted- 

M. 

Close,  3  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  5. 

Stanlake  • 

M.F. 

Cart..  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  4. 

Campden 

P. 

Close,  8  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  6. 

Staunford 

M. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  6. 

Wigom   .       - 

P. 

Close,3Hen.3,ptl.m.6. 

Wyt«by  -       . 

P. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1.  m.  6. 

Tacheham 

M. 
remov. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  9. 

Crawcombe     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1,  m.  7. 

Leominster    • 

M. 

araot. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  9. 

Lenton    - 

F. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  8,  pt.  1.  m.  !•. 

BniGkole 

M. 

remov. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3.  pt.  1.  m.  9. 

Lufleld  - 

F. 

Cart,  14  Hen.  3.  pt  1,  m.  11. 

Ferendon 

M. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt  1,  m.  9. 

Kincton  -       . 

M.F. 

Cart..  14  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  18. 

Sturiulnstre    - 

P. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3.  pt.  1,  m.  10. 

Middleton      -^ 
Angr.     -       -j 

P. 

Cart.,  14  Hen.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  8. 

Coventre 

F. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  10. 

P. 

Cart.  14  Hen.  3,  pt.  2,  m.  8. 

Wcstrasen      • 

M. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  4. 

Wyttiiey 

F. 

Cart,  15  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Basen     • 

M. 

Close,  a  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  m.  4. 

Wynerdeston  • 

F. 

Cart..  15  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

Wymburn 

M. 

remot. 

Close,  3  Hen.  3,  pt.  1,  in. 6. 

Berewic  • 

f 
M.    i 

Cart.,  15  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 
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BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABEET  BIOHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


1 
Place. 

CJounty 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

Eeferenoe. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 

Cumton 

If.  P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Penbrigg 

M.P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  8. 

Oumpton 

Warwick       - 

M.P. 

Close,  15  Hen.  3,  m.  13. 

Aylesbiiy 

P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Button     .      - 

. 

M. 

Close,  16  Hen.  3,  m. ». 

Kenetort 

M. 

Cart..  28  Hen.  8. 

Wanteford      - 

P. 

Close,  16  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Lohfloer  - 

M. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  8. 

Griditon  -      - 

M.P. 

Close,  16  Hen.  S,m.  9. 

Qemard 

M. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Dertmutb 

M.P. 

Close,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Kelalnny 

M. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  8. 

Haleg      .       . 

M. 

Close,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Stapilford       . 

M.P. 

Cart,  28  Hen.  8. 

Bere      • 

M.P. 

Cart..  16  Hen.  8,  m.  17. 

Dalton  in  Pur- 

P. 

Cart.  28  Hen.  8. 

Bardeney 

M. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  8,  m.  16 

neiB. 

M.P. 

Cart.  28  Hen.  3. 

Albriohton      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3.  m.  16. 

Eton 

P. 

Cart;.,  28  Hen.  8. 

CowleKh 

M.P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 

Sutham 

M.P. 
uutatk 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  8. 

Cumbwell 

M. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  8,  m.  14. 

Thurrok 

M.P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  8. 

Bum 

P. 

Cart..  16  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Elefoid 

M.P. 

Cart..  28  Hen.  8. 

Neweton      in 

Pertelaffh. 
Lamberton     > 

P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3.  m.  9. 

Schiringh 

M.P. 

Cart.  28  Hen.  8. 

P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3.  m.  7. 

Mendelshol     - 

M.P. 

Cart..  28  Hen.  8. 

Bradenstok     - 

P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Corby      - 

M.P. 

Cart..  28  Hen.  8. 

Blaokmore 

P. 

Cart.,  16  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Westrasen 

M.P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Sele       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Pinell      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  24  Hen.  8. 

Horsham 

P. 

Cart.,  17  Hen.  8,  m. 

Insowena 

P. 

Cart,  24  Hen.  3. 

Aufridecumbe- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Hen.  8. 

P.M. 

Cart.,  24  Hen.  8 

Brandaslegh  • 

P.  mu- 

tatur. 

Cart.,  17  Hen 

Shirbom 

P. 

Cart.  24  Hen.  3. 

Ethen      -      - 

M. 

Cart.,  17  Hen.  3,  m 

Brincklaw      - 

M. 

Cart,  24  Hen.  3. 

YohyU  - 

M.P. 

Close,  18  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Stratford 

P. 

Cart..  24  Hen.  8. 

Swineaoumbe- 

P. 

Close,  18  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Alindechuroh  • 

M.P. 

Cart,  24  Hen.  8. 

Oauntel   •      - 

NorfoU 

M.P. 

Close,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Bocland  -      - 

P. 

Cart.,  24  Hen.  8. 

Bynebroo 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Berton  - 

M.P. 

Cart;.,  26  Hen.  3. 

Boxgrave 

P. 

Cart.,  ^9  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Hampford 

M.P. 

Cart,  26  Hen.  8. 

Melleford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Shorestan 

M. 

Cart.,  25  Hen.  8. 

Holowstowe  in 

P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Berksoure. 

Were       -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Southwio 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  8,  m.  11. 

Bampton 

M.P. 

Cart.  26  Hen.  8. 

8t.Edmond    - 

2  P. 

Cart,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 

Work 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  3, 

Bakenford      • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  3.  m.  16. 

Hereford 

P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Corslegh  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Colton     -       - 

M. 

Cart,  26  Hen.  3. 

Wyneslawe     -' 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Badwardestow 

M. 

Cart,  25  Hen.  3. 

Lesaeby  -       - 

P. 

Cart..  19  Hon.  8,  m.  18. 

Bos       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  26  Hen.  8. 

Lerky    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  19  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

Whitchurch   - 

M. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Wyncanton     - 
Glanfordbridge 

M. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 
Cart.,  20  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Wallesford    -"^ 
Werreby       -i 

-{ 

M. 
mutat. 

}  Cart,  26  Hen.  3. 

Bere       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Hen.  8,  m.  7.' 

Lacok      -       - 

M. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Eoyston  - 

P.aug. 
ment. 

Cart.,  20  Hen.  8,  ra.  6. 

Spalding 

M. 

Cart..  26  Hen.  8. 

Marlebergb     - 

P. 

Cart.,  20  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Amethull 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Lindrigge 

M. 

Cart.,  20  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

PoUeswurth    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  26  Hen. «. 

Tybract,  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

SulihuU 

- 

M.P. 

Cartn  26  Hen.  8. 

Layook    -      - 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Eoyston 

P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Baion'  - 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Norton    -       - 

M. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Pendnin 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Hen.  3.  m.  8 

Kilcalgan        . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Irby       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  21  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Chomever 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

La  Pole    •      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Wobum 

M.P. 

Cart,  26  Hen.  8. 

AxbrugKe 

P: 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  8. 

P. 

Cart,  26  Hen.  3. 

Warsop    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  3. 

Bowes     - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  8. 

Bradnesse 

M.P. 

Cart..  28  Hen.  3. 

Cestrehunt     - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  3. 

Ottele      .      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  3. 

Wahull    -       - 

M. 

Cart.,  26  Hen.  3. 

Shirbume 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  3 

Asheford 

M.P. 

Pat.  et  Cart.,  27  et  28  Hen.  3, 

Bhuwell  -       - 

P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  8. 

Oresham 

M.P. 

m.  1. 
Pat.  et  Cart..  27  et  28  Hen.  8, 

Hextildesham- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  8. 

BiOcham 

Surrey 

.       . 

M.P. 

Pat' &' Cart.,  27  &  28  Hen.  8. 

Burg*       super 
Humbr. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  8. 

.  Kinemertord  • 

M.P. 

P^'&'Cart.,  27  A  28  Hen.  3, 

Thombury      - 

P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3 

Geynbury 

P. 

m.  8. 
Pat.  &  Cart..  27  &  28  Hen.  8, 

flerewardstok- 

M. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  3. 

Mursle     -       - 

M.P. 

m.8. 
Fat.  &  Cart.,  27  &  28  Heu.  8, 

Wicombe 

P. 

Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Pontc  belli      - 

M.P. 

m.21. 
Pat.ACart..  27&28Hen.  8. 

Thayden 

BI.  P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  3. 

Wirmegey 

P. 

ni.  3,d. 
Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 

Waybmgg 

M.P. 

Cart.,  23  Hen.  8 
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PlAoe. 


County 
(where  noted). 


Fair 

or 

Market. 


Stow 

Fleet 

Blakebersh 

Swanesey 

Adnere    • 

Imelac' 

Penoris   - 

Fecham 

Belton     - 

Willinton 

Stoteden  - 

Graystok 

Tmpston 

Brohton 

Pokclington 

UydeshaU 

Wliitchrirch 

Lednes 

Balesham 

Schippedham 

Stafford 

Wigan     - 

Edrethston 

Helebnrne 

Sarum     - 

HadleKh 

Thoruory 

Peoco 

Westm. 

Kirkeby  • 

Monte  Acuto 

Balton  in  Fur- 

neis. 
Beretre 

Waneting 

Linton     - 

MorlebcTR 

Maylaghan 

Walesburn 

parva. 
Barton     • 

Thornham 

Barton  super. 

Humbr 
Draiton 

Kilkenny 

Athethm 

I>orevald 

Taosquintbin 

Cheunevor 

Burstow  - 

Campen 

Grenested 

Welles     • 

Martok 

Whaddon 

Overton  - 

Berghton 

Menestok 

Croxton 

Teyngwyke 

Oatteby 

fidredetton 


Buckingham 


F. 
M.P. 

F. 
M.P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

F, 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M.  F. 

P. 

M. 

M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M,F. 
M.F. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 


fteferenoe. 


Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  28  Hen.  S. 
Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  28  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 
C^rt,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  28  Hen.  8. 
Cart,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  28  Heiu  3. 
Cart.,  28  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  20  Hen.  8. 
Cart,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Uun.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  29  Hen.  3. 
Close,  30  Hen.  3. 
Close,  30  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 
Close,  30  Hen.  3.  m.  7. 
Close,  30  Hen.  3  m.  11 
Close,  30  Hen.  3,  m.  11. 
aose,30Hen.3,m.l7. 
Close,  30  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Oirt.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3.  " 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  SO  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  SO  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  30  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  30  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  81  Hen.  3. 
Cartn  81  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart.,  81  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  8. 
Cart,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  31  Hen.  3. 


Place. 


County 
(where  noted). 


Fair 

or 

Market. 


Sumoncour 

Corfe 

Wyleby 

Midsomer  Nop 

ton. 
Brayle     - 

"Wiscum 

Whitchurch 

Weymouth 

Wyke- 

Sbereston 

Meriton  • 

Kaus    - 

Stokeferie 

Watton 

Caxton 

Alnedele 

Talaoher 

Ledbury  North 

Campden 

Setel       • 

Oxbnig    - 

Bernesleya 

Temetbury 

Cateby     ■ 

Walden 

Tristedermot 

Werigge  - 

Knokyn  - 

Ledbum* 

worth. 

Prestbury 

Certesey  - 

Oxney  • 

Lavendon 

Budham - 

Abberford 

Hoggeston 

Hocham  • 

Cherl    - 

Oxeburg  - 

Catesby  - 

Wrigge    -• 

Wodstok 

Melkesham 

Fekenham 

Gannoo  • 

Brumesgrave 

Bum  ford 

Bachedall 

Hedicrumbe 


.} 


Bedall  - 
Sedburg  • 
Treasell  • 
Gremston 
Brorat  - 
Clare 

Cassingeland 
Lynohelade 
MUum     • 
Stanes   - 


Dorset 


Gloucester 


M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M.F.I 

M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.  F. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 


Befereooe. 


Cart.,  81  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  82  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  82  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  82  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cut,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  82  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  32  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,32Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  83  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  33  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  8. 
Cart,  38  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  33  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  S3  Hen.  3. 
Care,  33  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  38  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  33  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  33  Hen.  3. 

Cart  88  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  38  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  3.  m.  3. 
Cart.,  83  Hen.  3.  m.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Cart..  33  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Cart..  33  Hen.  3.  m.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Cart.,  33  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 
Cart,  88  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Cart.,  38  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 
Close,  34  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 
Close,  84  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 
Close,  84  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 
Close,  34  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Close,  34  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 
Close,  34  Hen.  3,  m.  16. 
Cart.,  85  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 
Cart..  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  35  Hen.  3. 
Oart.,  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  85  Hen.  3. 
Care.  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  85  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  35  Hen.  3. 
Cartn  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart,  35  Hen.  3. 
Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 


P  2 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market. 

Eeference. 

BhoueldoQ 

M.F. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3. 

Brasford  - 

M. 

Cart..  35  Hen.  3. 

8(7rland 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Budham 

F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Wausingham 

Parva. 
Huae 

P. 
M. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  8. 
Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Welowe  - 

Linooli 

F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3.  m.  10. 

Meanton  jaag. 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Abberford       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3,  ra.  10. 

Bokelaund      • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Tydeswell 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Bavenaerot     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3.  m.  10. 

Hampton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  8.  m.  10. 

Eyton    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Welkested      - 

M.F. 

Cart..  35  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Hoggeston 

F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Heoham  - 

P. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Cherl    . 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3,  ra..lO. 

Wiscum  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3,  m.' 10. 

Whitchurch    • 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Weymuth 

Dorset 

M.F. 

Cart.,  35  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Welleford       - 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Popeshall 

M.F. 

Cart,  3d  Hen.  8. 

Wutton  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Mammesbiry  *J^ 
Albomonaster* ) 

{".} 

Cart..  36  Hon.  6. 

Shoratan 

F. 

Cart.,  3(J  Hen.  3. 

Haylesham     - 

M. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Alureton 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Westbyre 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Watlington     - 

M. 

Cart..  86  Hen.  8. 

Ohelebir  -       - 

F. 

Cart.,  86  Hen.  3. 

Ocham- 

-{ 

MA 

2F. 

]  Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Luford     .       • 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Jrneham 

M.F. 

Cart .  36  Hen  3. 

Toppefeud 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Dublyn    - 

F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Qnuieby 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Bofloo  Arso      - 

M. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  3. 

Chircheden     • 

P. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Sutton  Basis   • 

M.  P. 

Cart..  86  Hen.  3. 

Waiyberge      - 

P. 

Cart.,  86  Hen.  3. 

Elkeadon 

M. 

(Jart..86Hen.8. 

Hnlmo  • 

M.F. 

Cart..  86  Hen.  3. 

Work   - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  86  Hen.  8. 

Thoresweye    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  86  Hon.  3. 

Huntlndon     - 

P. 

Cart.  36  Hon.  3. 

HoTingham     - 

M.F. 

Cart,  86  Hen.  3. 

Pereton   -      - 

P. 

Cart,  36  Hen.  8. 

Walsingbam  • 

M.F. 

Cart.  86  Hen.  8. 

Brampton 

M.F. 

Cart..  36  Hen.  8. 

Wyhton  -       - 

0 

M. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Boulton  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hon.  3. 

Huttockeahatre 

M.F. 

Carl.,  36  Hen.  8. 

Heywode 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  3i'.  Hen.  3. 

Watre  - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  36  Hen.  3. 

Welw9     -       - 

.VI. 

Cart..  30  Hen.  3. 

Bippelerjh 

M.F. 

Cart.,  36  Hon.  3. 

iiania3> 
Olarlr     • 

M.F. 

rCart.,  37  Hen.  8. 
Icart.,  .37  Hen.  3. 

Place. 


County 
'  (where  noted). 


Aton 

Acle 

Kildale    - 

Donynton 

Illecley  - 

Albo    MonaB-^ 

terio. 
Cluna     - 


:} 


Norton 

Wautham 

Bpping    • 

Tackle    - 

Hemested 

Hankesbury 

Norham  - 

Keresey  • 

Grin^lay 

Ayston     - 

Braunton 

Holbech 

Cyrencestre 

Feckenham 

Strettundale 

Preston  Canon- 
•    icorum. 
Newent 

El  molted 

Estwyk  - 

Petrcsnre 

Teingncmuth 

Wyke      - 

Comey    - 

Chatton  • 

Alnemuthe 

Brumpton 

Clattorp  - 

Buidiford 

Burghsted  mag, 

Herowyke 

Moreton     sup, 

Trent 
Westham 

Marblethorp 

Swafham- 

Wadehurst 

Enmeley  - 

Bassingburn 

Bradwell 

Cambok  • 

Thormerton 

Bod      - 

Modyndon 

Wokinton 

Kelraeston 

Pulrebache 

Elmele    • 

Stakel  • 

Lithe 

Gmelton  • 

Herewarton 

Sutton    • 

Brink  el    - 

Bren 


Worcester 
Salop 


Fair 

or 

Market. 


M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

P. 

P. 

L  p. 

2  p. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

P. 

M. 
M.F. 

P. 

P. 
M.F. 

P. 

M. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.P. 
M.F. 

r. 
p. 
p. 

M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

P. 
M.F. 

P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.P. 


Reference. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart..  37  Hen.  3. 

Car£.,  37  Hen  3. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

(3art.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  8. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  87  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart,  87  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  8. 

Cart,  87  Hen.  8. 

Pat.  10  Hen.  4,  pt  1,  m.  25. 

Close,  37  Hen.  8,  m.  16. 

Close,  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart..  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3.  m.  17. 

Cart,.  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart..  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  3,  m.  17. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3.  m.  17. 

Cart..  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  87  Hen.  3. 

Cart,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart..  87  Hen.  8. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart..  87  Hen.  3. 

C:irt..  87  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart..  37  Hen.  8. 

C!art.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  8 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Cart.,  37  Hen.  3. 

Vascon.  Pat.  ct.  Cart.,  37  *  38 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  &  Cart.,  37  &  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  4  Cart.,  87  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat  &  Cart..  87  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart..  87  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  &  Cart.,   37  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Fat.  A  Cart.,  37  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart..  37  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart..  37  A  88 

Hen.  8. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A  38 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  87  A  38 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart..  37  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart..  87  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A  38 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  87  A  88 

Hen.  3. 
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Place. 


County 
(where  noted). 


Apeldorereld 

Knrleton 

Brundall  - 

Mnkbston 

Clent 

Wermister 

Caatelholgod 

Sandling 

Bumham 

Bancwoll 

Crude  - 

Griroston 

Frampton 

Gestling 

Lotrache 

Owesdon 

Wokendon 

Stepellanimton 

Andeford 

Andredelegh 

Ellesford 

Ywurdeby 

Popleford 

Chaunnlegh 

Hoggeston 

Bnetfeld  - 

Wastonisham 

Oodeford  Magna 

Cedder   - 

Orewell   • 

Ware    - 

Hoton  Paynell 

Eynng    - 

Badelking 

Dunmowe 

Qeyton  - 

'Wherinton 

Totole      - 

Spillesby 

Bampton 

Cokefeld  - 

Wenge- 

Roenge    - 

Petretfeld 

Bokeljy 

Qnaplod  • 

Conem   - 

Wedmere 

SweynestoD 

Bunlngton 

Binington 

Oabbelegh 

Norton* 

Brifltoll    - 

Beknesfeld 

Cettre   - 

Huntington 

Dodebroke 

HalTeldon 

Northwell 


Fair 

or 

Market 


M.  P. 

F. 

F. 

P. 

F. 

F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 

F. 

F. 

P. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
2F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 

F. 

P. 

M. 
M.?. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

P. 


Rererence. 


Vas.  Pat    &  Cart,  .37  & 

Hon.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  &  Cart.,  37  A 

Hon.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart,  37  A 

Hen.  3. 
Vai*.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A 

Hen.  3. 
Vaa.  Pat  A  Cart.,  37  A 

Hen.  3. 
Vai.  Pat  A  Cart.,  87  A 

Hen.  8. 
Vad.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  87  A 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  87  A 

Hen.  8. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A 

Hen.  3. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  37  A 

Hen.  3,  dorso. 
Vas.  Pat.  A  Cart.,  87  A 

Hen.  3,  dorso. 
Pat  Vascon.,  W  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  37  A  38  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  37  A  88  Hen. 

pt  2. 
Pat.  Vas..  37  A  88  Hen. 

pt.2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  38  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 
.  pt.  2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  38  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  37  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  37  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Van.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  37  A  38  Hen. 

pt.  2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt.  2. 
Pat  Vas..  37  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas..  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas..  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Pat.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

ptS. 
P*t.  Vas.,  87  A  88  Hen. 

pt2. 
Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 

Cart.,  39  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Cart,  SQ  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Cart..  89  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  39  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  S.  m.  8. 

Cart.,  39  Hen.  3,  ni.  8. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Cart.,39Hen.8,  m.  8. 

Cart..  39  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Cart..  89  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart.,  39  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart.,  89  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart.,  39  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Cart..  89  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Cui;.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8.  m.  12. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  18. 


Place.. 

County 
(where  noted) 

Fair 

or 

'  Market. 

Reference. 

^ 

Hilleland 

P. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3,  m.  13. 

38 

Lesnes     • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  14. 

88 

Touthull 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 

88 

Wilton   - 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hon.  3,  m.  1. 

38 

Noketon 

F. 

Cart.  41  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 

88 

Latton     • 

M.F, 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.l. 

88 

Baston    • 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  8.  ro.  1. 

38 

PriteUwell      - 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

88 

Laneham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.l. 

88 

Abiton    . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

88 

Cestresham     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  ra.  1. 

.3, 

Strafford  -       - 

F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

8. 
8, 

Walsingham 

parva. 
CoUestou  Basset 

M. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 
Cart..  41  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

3, 

Kenefare 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

8. 

Reyndon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

8, 

Aete 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

3, 

Waure  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

3, 

Turboc    - 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

8, 

Stayngrew 

M.F. 

Cart.  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

8, 

Kilminton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

3. 

Eston 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

3, 

Ghiring- 

M.  F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

8. 
3, 

Mamham  Cha- 

worth. 
Bochford 

M.F. 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 
Cart,  41  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

3. 

Wytinton 

M,F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

8. 

BrickhuU 

M.F. 

CJart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

3, 

Tanshelf  -       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

8, 

Lunt    - 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

8, 

Twcnge 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

8, 

Cotum     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

3, 

Pakynton 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

8, 

Sutbam   -       • 

M.F. 

Cart.  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

3, 

Clyve   • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

8, 

Poulet     -       - 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

8. 

Culminton      - 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Shrivenbam    • 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Orekelad.       • 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Altoworth 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Stratton 

M. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Ljminton 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Karesbroke     • 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Cheeterhunt  - 

Herts     -       . 

F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Snafham 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3.  m.  5. 

Ikkeburgh      • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Annesburton  - 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

WestTillbepy- 

M. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Wilton     .       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Huntinton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Qomese  - 

M. 

Cart.,  41  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

8tret' 

M.F. 

Cart..  41  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

Wakenfeud     - 

F. 

Cart..  42  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Booland 

M.F. 

(5art.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

GonseU    .       • 

M.F. 

Cart, 42  Hen. 3. m.l. 

Baunton 

F. 

Cart..  42  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 

St.  Ive     .       - 

P. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 

Weydelyngton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Ixnyng    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Wulverhampton 

M.F. 

Cart..  42  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Etyndon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3.  m.  fl. 

P  3 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  HABKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Place. 

County 
(where  noted] 

Fair 
or 
'  Market 

Beferonoe. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted) 

Fair 
.  ^r  ^^               Bererence. 

Scrywelby       - 

M.F. 

Oart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

Reiver     -      - 

• 

■     M.F. 

Cart.,  46  Hen.  8. 

Wirmegey 

.     ap. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Stafford 

- 

•        F. 

Cart,  45  Hen.  8. 

SaohU      -       . 

M.2F 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

Clifford    -       - 

- 

.     M.F. 

Cart,  46  Hen.  3. 

Gerolveston    • 

F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Fyndon 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart,  46  Hen.  8. 

Stowft      .       . 

F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

Hethe  . 

- 

F. 

Cart.,  45  Hen.  8. 

Sutton  - 
Culmeton 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  R. 

Asshby       la 

Zouche. 
Swamseye 

Leicester 

.     M.F. 
.        P. 

Cart.,  46  Hen.  8. 
Cart,  45  Hen.  8. 

Tuyverton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

Iwem  Courtney  - 

.    M.2F. 

Cart.,  46  Hen.  3. 

Hunyton 

F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  8,  m.  5. 

Shelve     - 

.     M.F. 

Cart.,  46  Hen.  3. 

Topeshain 

F. 

Cart^  42  Hen.  3,  ra.  5. 

Holecumbe     - 

M.  F. 

Cart.  45  Hen.  8. 

Stratton  - 

F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Gysebume      • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  45  Hen.  3. 

Christechirch  - 

P. 

Cart..  42  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Winesham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  46  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Emeldon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3,  m.  B. 

Wendon 

M.F. 

Oart,  46  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Ncuton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  42  Hon.  3,  w.  5. 

Haneno  - 

M.2F. 

Cart,  46  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Wygan     -       - 

M.2F. 

Cart.,  42  Hen.  3.  m.  5. 

Wigoton 

M.F. 

Cart..  46  Hen.  8.  m.  3. 

Bruor  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3,  ra.  4. 

Lenington 

M.F. 

Cart,  46  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Nymeton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Rochford 

M.2F. 

Cart..  48  Hen.  8. 

Lichfeld 

M.  F. 

Cart,  43  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Causton 

P. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8. 

Heywud 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Cannell] 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8. 

Tiangedon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Wakerl    - 

F. 

Cart.  48  Hen.  8. 

Rugwell 

M.F. 

Cart..  43  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Dennlye 

M.F. 

Cart,  48  Hen.  8. 

Kanokblrc      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Coleward 

mIf. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Berewic  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Torpeil 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart..  48  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

Eccleshall       • 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3,  ni.  4. 

Odeston 

M.F. 

Cart,  48  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Berewod 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  8.  m.  4. 

Freston   -       - 

F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

Bermdeaet      - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Folkland 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Frees 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3. 

Weston    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

SaUow  . 

M.F. 

Cart.  43  Hen.  3. 

Thirning 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Ichenton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3. 

Poulton   -       - 

Wilts     .      - 

M.  F. 

Cart,  48  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Tachbrok 

M.F. 

Cart..  43  Hen.  3. 

Bston  Boterell 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

Kowhalton      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3. 

Puitneney 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

SnUleby  -       - 

F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3. 

AIneton  • 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  49  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

M. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  3. 

Cotenham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  49  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Newbifcging    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  43  Hen.  3. 

Uelkington     - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  49  Hen.  3,  m.  4, 

Penrin     - 

Corn^ra 

11       . 

M.F. 

Cart..  43  Hen.  3. 

Brigenhale     - 

M.F. 

Cartj.,  49  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

WerwcU 

F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Clif       - 

M.F. 

Cart.  49  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Nuny 

M.F. 

Cart..  44  Hen.  3. 

SisUund 

M.F. 

Cartn40Hen,8.m.4. 

Ruggwyk 

F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Lodnos    • 

P. 

Cart..  49  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Lacok      -       - 

M. 

Cart,  44  Hen.  3. 

Ketelberg       - 

.M.F. 

Cart.,  40  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Wollaiaston    - 

M.F. 

Cart..  U  Hen.  3. 

Massingham  - 

M. 

Cart.,  48  Hen.  8.  m.  4. 

nieya  Arsa     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  44  Hen.  3. 

Hengham 

P. 

Cart,  49  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

A  JinKflet       - 

M.  F. 

Cart.  44  Hen.  3. 

Heselbergh     - 

M. 

Cart.,  49  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Westlydford  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Cumbemere    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  49  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Beccles    • 

F. 

Cart,  44  Hen.  3. 

Wakering 

M. 

Oart,  49  Hen.  8.  m.  4. 

Baumburgh    • 

M.F. 

Cartn  44  Hen.  3. 

Hulmarton     - 

M.F. 

Oart,  49  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Bony   .    •    ^  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  8. 

Melohbnme    • 

M.F. 

Oart,  40  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Merston 

M. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Salop       .       . 

P. 

Cart,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Schepton 

M.F. 

Cart,  44  Hen.  3. 

TiUeahall 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Tunsted 

M.F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Chippeham     • 

P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

Horolinston    - 

F. 

Cart..  44  Hen.  3. 

Banuton  • 

M.2F. 

Oart.  61  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Camelford       - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Offcnlum 

M.2F. 

Cart.  61  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

Tenham  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  44  Hen.  3. 

Merket  Overton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Helpringham  - 

, 

M.F. 

Cart,  44  Hen.  3. 

Welpington    - 

M.F. 

Cart,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Eetford    -       . 

F. 

Cart..  44  Hen.  3. 

Kenemerford  • 

M.F. 

Oart,  61  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 

Magefend 

M.F. 

Cart,  45  Hen.  3. 

Lidell      .       • 

M.  P. 

Cart.  61  Hen,  8.  m.  2. 

Herewes  - 

M.F. 

Cart..  45  Hen.  3. 

Drencheston  - 

M.F. 

Oart..  61  Hen.  8.  m.  2. 

Kirkby 

M.F. 

Cart,  46  Hen.  3. 

M.F. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Nowbigging    - 

F. 

Cart.  45  Hen.  3. 

Overton  • 

M.P. 

Oart,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

BrunkeU 

M.F. 

Ci^..  46  Hen.  8. 

Welpington    - 

M.  P.     Cart,  61  Hen.  8,  m,  4. 

PeWsfeld       - 

M. 

Cart..  46  Hen.  3. 

Bery       -        . 

^• 

Oarti  61  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Markot. 

P. 

Reference. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market 

Reference. 

Trigeny   -      - 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  5. 

Kenetbiry 

M.F.2 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Alebroke  -       • 

M.2P. 

Cart.,  ftl  Hen.  S,  m.  5. 

Wint<*rbume 
8t  Martin. 

M.P. 

Cart..  52  Hen.  3,  m.  la. 

Doroertr'Magna 

M.P. 

Cart,  SI  Hen.  3>  m.  5. 

m^vm    i"a**a  vaaa* 

Werehom 

. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Bereden  • 

P. 

Cart.,  51  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Lidford    ■       . 

M.  F. 

Cart,  52  Heji.  8,  m.  12. 

Stratton 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  51  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Aloynton 

M.P. 

Cart..  52  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Bere       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Oalweton 

M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Mayperly       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Shapwyke 

M.  P. 

Cart..  52  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Bgremunt 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Egeton    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Porthenesse   - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  51  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Box     .          O 

M  F  i 

Cart..  53  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Brcalewe 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Hoddesdon    J 

1 

Cart..  63  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Wherwell 

M. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Morton     Hin- 
mersh. 

F. 

Cart.,  58  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Wytingham    • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Bew^k     .       - 

M. 

Cart.,  53  Hon.  ii,  m.  2. 

ladam     • 

M.  P. 

Cart.  61  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Clay       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Aspele  - 

M.P. 

Cart..  61  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

BricklesWorth- 

Northampton 

M.  F. 

Cart..  53  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Resketon 

M.2P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3.  m.  7. 

Parrok     -       - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 

Berling    -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  61  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Salehurst 

M. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 

Witleford       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  61  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

Upton      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  8.  m.  3. 

Hooham 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

Stameston 

3!.  P. 

Cart.,  63  Hen.  8,  ra.  3. 

Bazaioy  • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Dufleld    .       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  68  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Oarloton 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

Heslarton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hon.  3,  m.  3. 

Upton  Bacude- 

M.P. 

Cart..  51  Hen.  8,  m.  7 

Huleburge      • 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  5S  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

more. 
Pifld    Bscude- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Stanlegh 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

more. 
Appelby 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  7. 

BoUendrith    - 

Oxford   - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  58  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Wiflet      -      • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m  7. 

AlbumMonarter' 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 

Bottele 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Stokeland 

P. 

Qnrt^  53  Hen.  8.  m.  4. 

Barewe    • 

M.P. 

Cart,  61  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Sutton  in  Hol- 
land. 

M.F. 

CJart.,63Hen.3,m.  6. 

Orlanston 

M.P. 

Cart..  61  Hen.  3,  m.  11. 

Lutton  • 

M.F. 

Cart,,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Bupeford 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Swaneton 

P. 

Cart..  58  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

Moto       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Ambresbury  • 

Wilts    . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Horsley 

M.P. 

Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  3  d. 

Cberleton 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

WeUehagh      - 

M.P. 

Cartn  62  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 

Burencetfter    - 

Oxford  • 

P. 

C^art.,  53  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Kcdwelly 

2M. 
IP. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Sandyacrer     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hon.  3,  m.  6. 

Kinomeraford  • 

Cart.  52  Hen.  3,  m.l. 

Penystratford 

Buckingham  - 

P. 

Cart,  68  Hen.  3,  m.  5. 

B«piughalo     - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Ireland  - 

Liversa 
M.P. 

Cart..  58  Hen.  3,  m.  G. 

Maydonstan    • 

P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Holt        .       - 

P. 

Cart.,  68  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Belesale 

M.2P. 

Cart.  62  Hen.  8,  m.l. 

Typemeham  • 

M. 

Cart,  68  Hen.  8.  m.6. 

Kcnelworth 

M.P. 

Cart..  62  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Attingham      - 

- 

P. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Codicot 

M. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  8.  m.l. 

Hampton 
Monialium. 

M.F. 

Cart,  58  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Kirkby  in  Ken- 

P. 

Cart..  62  Hen. 8,  m.l. 

Wykham 

M.F. 

Cart,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

dal. 
Stowe      -       - 

P. 

Cart..  62  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Wherlneton    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  58  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Wodeaton 

Huntingdon  - 

M.P. 

Cart..  62  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Maddele 

M.P. 

Cart,  58  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Alwalton 

Huntingdon  • 

M. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Rothinges  Alba 

M.F. 

Cart.,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  11,14. 

Peterburgh     - 

Northampton 

P. 

Cart..  62  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Crich 

M.F. 

Cart,  53  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

Undle      .       . 

Northampton 

P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  8,  m.  5. 

Cherleton 

M.F. 

Cart.  53  Hen.  3,  m.  18. 

Saltfletby 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Stratford  gup. 
Aven. 

,  * 

P. 

Cart.,  58  Hen.  3,  m.  13. 

Northampton  - 

P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 

Lydney 

- 

M.F. 

Cart..53Hen..3,m.li. 

Shepton  - 

P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 

Bageworthe    • 

M.F. 

C^rt.,  M  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 

Goleceater 

P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Prome   - 

P. 

Cart.,  54  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 

ScbeiUe   -       - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Bacw«ll 

M.F. 

Cart,  54  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 

Docking  • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Selbum 

M.F. 

Cart.  54  Hen.  8.  m.  8. 

Hull  Morton  . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  8,  m.  9. 

Northmulton  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  64  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Haselbere 

M. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Estisted  -       - 

F. 

Cart.,  54  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Herewardstoke 

M. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  9. 

Brumfleld 

M.F. 

Cart.,  M  Hen.  3,  m.  3. 

Kar8weUB«gi8 

M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 

Alverichseye  - 

M.F. 

Cart..  5*  Hen.  3.  m.  8. 

Palesham 

M.P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  3.  m.  10. 

Cramlington  - 

M.F. 

Cart.jSiHen.  3,m.  3. 

Parrok 

M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  8,  ra.  11. 

Piskerton 

M.P. 

Cart,  54  Hen.  3,  m.  4, 5. 

Rogate    -       - 

P. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  3,  m.  11. 

Reynham 

M.P. 

Cart.,  64  Hen.  8. 

Baonton 

P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 

Meydinton 

M.        Cart..  51  H.  n.  3. 

Maydenbradley   Wilts     -       . 

M. 

Cart.,  52  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 

Crokeston 

M.F. 

Cart.,  ;>*  Heu.  H. 

Lenge     -      •] 

- 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  62  Hen.  3.  m.  12. 

Tamerton 

M.F. 

C5art,MHen.8. 

p  I 
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KOYAL  CX)MMISSION   ON   MAKKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Place. 


Aston     • 

Langwortli 

Worthyn 

Lydham      , 

Berkweye 

Ilsinton 

Writlington 

Stretham 

CUfton    - 

Stratford 

Bloelfge  - 

Almethchurch 

Sarum    - 

Plumstod 

Belton    . 

Bemwell 

Wisson    - 

Bissey  • 

Teynton 

Acton  Bumell 

Shirbnme 

Neuton. 

Lideford 

Newport  Pay- 

neu. 
Waleton 

Brandon 

Ditton    - 

Tadcastro 

Hertiuge 

Oheping  Taun- 
ton. 
Hou 

Styvekiy 

Lyme 

Bumlia:u 

Westou  . 

Bumeham 

Botlesford 

Bores 

Shorn    • 

Bolynges 

Moreton 

Swanseye 

Braasingbur^h 

Brampton 

Aslaketoii 

Tuddworth 

Moreton 

Levene    • 

Andeby 

Solbir     • 

Freming^iam 

Hunton 

Glen 

Watleaburgh 

Wellbume 

GerboldeBham 

Wynerdeston 

Massingham 

parva. 
Stoksoy  - 

Burg     • 

Craule    - 


County 
(where  noted). 


Fair 

or 

Market. 


Buckingham 


Dorset 


Buckingham 


Norfolk 


M.  F. 
M.  P 
M.F. 

M. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 

F. 

F. 
M.  F. 

F. 

M. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
31.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 


Reference. 


Cart.,  64  Uen.  3,  m.  5. 
Cart.,  54  Hen  3,m.5. 
Cart.,  64  Her. »,  m.  6. 
Cart..  64  Hen.  S,  m.  6. 
-Cart.,  54  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  64  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  i>4  Hen.  3.  ra.  6. 
Cart..  64  Hen.  S,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  54  Hon.  3.  m.  6. 
Cart.,  64  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Carto  64  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  51  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart,  61  Hen  3.m.6. 
Cart.,  51  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart.,  61  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart..  61  Hen.  8.  m.  10. 
Cart,  54  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart..  54  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 
Cart..  54  Hen.  3.  m.  12. 
Cart..  54  Hen.  3,  m.  13. 
Cart.,  64  Hen.  3,  m.  13. 
Cart.  64  Hen.  3,  m.  14. 
Cart..  64  Hen.  3.  ro.  14. 
Cart..r.5Hen.8,m.l. 
Cart.,  66  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Cart..  65  Hen.  3.  m.  1. 
Cart..  55  Hen.  3,  m.l. 
Cart..  55  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  3.  m,  2. 
Cart.,  55  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  8,  m.  2. 
Cart.. 55  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Cart..  55  Hen.  3,  ni.  2. 
Cart.,  55  Hen.  3.  m.  2. 
Cart.,  65  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Cart,  56  Hen.  3,  m.  4. 
Cart..  66  Hen.  3.  m.  6. 
Cart..  65  Hen.  3,  m.  6. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  3.  m.  5. 
Cart..  65  Hen.  8.  m*.  6. 
Care,  5i  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 
Cart,  55  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart.,  55  Hen.  3,  m.  10. 
Cart,5.')  Hen.  8.  ui.  10. 
Cart,  55  Hen.  3,  m.  12. 
Cart.,  f..-)  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Cart..  55  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Cart,  55  Hen.  8,  m.  12. 
Cart.,  66  Hen.  3.  m.  12.  - 
Cart..  66  Hen.  3.  m.  12. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  8,  m.l. 
Cart..  50  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Cart.,  50  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Cart..  56  Hen.  8,  ra.  1. 
Cart..  56  Hen. .%  m.  1. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  3,  ni.  1. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  8,  m.  1. 
Cart.,  56  Hen.  3,  m.  1. 
Cart.,  66  Hen.  3,  m.  2. 
Cart.  56  Hen.  8  m.2. 


IMace. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market 

Reference. 

Saxmundesham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8, m.2. 

Cudicute 

F. 

Oart,66Hen.3,m.2. 

Redcoto  - 

M.F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8.  m.2. 

Carhoue 

F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8.  m.2. 

Bokingham     - 

M. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  3,  m.2. 

Heleghton 

M. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Aahby    - 

F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Langerugg      - 

M.F. 

Cart,  56  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Burgate  • 

M.F. 

C3art.,66Hen.S.m.8. 

Walpole 

M.  F. 

Cart..66Hen.8,m.8. 

Hecham  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Taterford 

M.F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Aniham  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  86  Hen.  3»m.  8. 

Stenington 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  3,  m.8. 

Bideford 

► 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  8. 

Alfinton  - 

M.F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  3. 

Helton  - 

M.F. 

Cart,56Hen.8,m.8. 

Hurtendon     * 

M.F. 

Cart.  66  Hen.  8,  m.8. 

llfHchcombe  - 

M.F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Swere    - 

F. 

Cart,  56  Hen.  3.  m.  4. 

Strethamtoftes 

F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  4. 

Homeaey 

F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Hocham  • 

M.F. 

Cart  66Hen.8.m.6. 

Trillane  Magna 

M.F. 

Cart,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Skipse    - 

M. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8.  m.  6. 

Hedon  - 

F. 

Cart.66Hen.8  m.6. 

Poklington     - 

F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  6. 

Tonge     ^ 

F. 

Oart.*,66Hen.3.m.6. 

Lokerle 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  8,  m.  7. 

Burton    in    le 

M.F. 

Cart..  66  Hen.  S,  m.  7. 

Cley. 
Burg       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  66  Hen.  3,  m.  7. 

Seton 

Devon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  4  Edw.  1.  n.  8. 

Keaewik 
Dcrewentfellos 

Cumberland 

M.F. 

Cart,  4  Edw.  1.  n.  0. 

Dunebnige     - 

Derby 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  4  Edw.  1,  n.  22. 

Wemingtou    - 

- 

M.F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1,  n.  2. 

Beffhani 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  1,  n.  8. 

Asshele 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Cart,  5  Edw.  l.n.  20. 

Croyndon        -  , 

Surrey 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1,  n.  24. 

Aldrington 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  1,  n.  12. 

l>onynton        -  | 

Leicester 

M.F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 

Bromburg 

Chester 

M.F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1.  n.  18. 

Berne  well 

Nortiiampton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1,  n.  19. 

Dogmaresfeld- 

Hants    . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  1,  n,  20. 

Hayton    • 

Cumberland  • 

M.F. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  l,n.  21. 

Overton 

Wesimoroland 

M.F. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  1,  n.  22. 

Burewell 

Can  1  bridge    - 

M.F. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  1,  n.  25. 

Wike    hup.   le 

Hulle. 
Demaghe 

York     .        - 
Ireland 

M.F. 
M. 

Cart.,  7^dw.  1,  n.  14. 
Cart.,  7  Edw.  l.n.  16. 

Trym 

Ireland 

F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  1,  n.  18. 

Havarmon 

Wales 

31.  F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  1.  n.  19. 

Cerncmue 

Dorset 

M.F. 

CJart.,7Edw.l,n.22. 

Overton 

Wales 

M.F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  1,  n.  23. 

Axbrug    - 

Somerset 

F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  1,  n.  24. 

Bothecastre    • 

Cumberland  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  l.n.  26. 

Trevenant 

Wales 

M.F. 

Cart..  7  Edw.  1,  n.  82. 

'  Ilfridecombe  - 

Devon 

M.F. 

Cart..  7  Edw.  1,  n.  88. 

Riclunond 

York    - 

F. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  l,n.  34. 

TliamdleU       • 

Walea 

M.F. 

Cart.,8Edw.l.n.l. 

Solebury. 

Gloucei 

iter     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,8Bdw.l,n.4. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market. 

Beferuuce. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market 

Reference. 

WeDe      - 

Suffolk 

M.F. 

Cart..8Edw.l,n.l7. 

Budiford 

-          -          . 

M. 

Oart.,10Edw.l,n.2L 

Birton    - 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Cart.  8  Bdw.  1,  n.  12 

Ceres 

Surrey 

M.F. 

Cart,  10  Bdw.  l,n.  22; 

Alinton 

Kent     ■ 

M.F. 

Cart..  8  Edw.  1.  n.  IS. 

Alford    . 

Lmooln 

M.F. 

Cart.  11  Edw.  l,n.  6. 

Werehorne     - 

Kent    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  1.  n.  16. 

Eode       -        - 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Cart,  11  Edw.  l,n.  6. 

Buckeley 

Northampton 

M.  F. 

Cart..  8  Bdw.  1.  n.  22. 

Belchlngley    - 

Surrey 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  l,n.  9. 

Ulvorston      •') 
Purneysei      -) 

Lancaster     - 

M.F. 

\ 
Cart,  8  Bdw.  l.n.  28. 

Baudressey     • 
Bingmere 

Suffolk 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  l,n.  11. 
Cart.  11  Bdw.  1,D.  16. 

Dunningbr'     - 

Essex    • 

M.F. 

Cart..  8  Bdw.  1,  n.  84.  ' 

Boucester 

- 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  l,n.  17. 

Dublin     • 

Ireland 

F. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  l.n.  88. 

WeUnton 

Salop     .       . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  l.n.  19. 

Wateriord      - 

- 

F 

Cart.,  8  Edw.  1.  n.  40. 

Glaston 

Somerstjt 

M.F. 

Cart..  11  Bdw.  l.n.  28. 

Setone     -      • 

Cumberland  - 

M.F. 

Cart.  8  Edw.  l.n.  41. 

BradweU 

Essex 

M.F. 

Cart..  11  Bdw.  l,n.  25, 86. 

Porlemuth 

Devon 

M.F. 

Cart..  8  Edw.  l.n.  60. 

Stanford 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Oart,UBdw.l.n.29. 

Middolton       - 

Dorset 

M.  F. 

Cart.. 8 Bdw. l.n.  68. 

Bushbur 

Salop    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,llBdw.l,iL82 

Horinffton 

Essex 

F. 

Cart, 8  Edw.  l.n.  68. 

Feltwoll 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart,  11  Bdw.  1,0.86. 

West^rensted  - 

Sussex 

M.F. 

Cart.,  8  Edw.  l.n.  69. 

Ohfrnock 

Tiancflster 

M.F. 

Cart.  12  Bdw.  l,n.  22. 

Brgnuii     - 
Egeden    - 

Lancaster 
Sussex 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  1,  n.  76. 
Cart..  8  Bdw.  l.n.  88. 

Rupe    -         -"i 
Loiibedy       •) 

IreUuid 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  l.n.  9, 10. 
Cart,  12  Bdw.  l.n.  9. 10. 

Overne    - 

Hereford 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  4. 

Jntheleiler    O 

^Cart..l2Bdw.l.n.9.10. 

Henonen. 
Langnadon     • 

Wales 

M.F. 
F. 

^Cart..9Bdw.l,n.7. 

Moydone 
Adleok           -J 

Irehmd 

M.F. 

<  Cart..  12  Edw.  1.  n.  9. 10. 
.Cart,  12  Bdw.  l.n.  9, 10 

Lanwaden      - 

. 

M. 

"1  Cart.,  9  Edw.  l.n.  8. 

Dyveleck 

Ireland 

P. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  l«n.  9. 10. 

Lancadent 

. 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  l«n.  8. 

Pukelicherch  - 

Gloucester    • 

M.F. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  l.n.  16. 17. 

St.  Germaine  • 
Landewibreny 

- 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  8. 
J  Cart..  9  Bdw.  1,  n.  8 

Thlangothlan  "^ 
Thamuther   -J 

Wales 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Bdw.  l.n.  19. 
Cart..  12  Bdw.  l.n.  19. 

Pikeringe 

York    • 

M.F. 

Cart.  9  Edw.  l,n.  9. 

Halverton 

Leicester 

M.F. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  1,  n.  20. 

BUesden 

North  umber- 

land. 
York     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  10. 

Bothelee 

1  Bicester       - 

M.F. 

Cart.  12  Edw.  l.n. 28. 

Handeburg     - 

M.F. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 

Abburbury     - 

Salop     -       - 

M.F. 

Cart,  12  Bdw.  1.  n.  27. 

Gosberkerk     - 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  l,n.  17. 

Kingston 
BusselL 
Bemenster      - 

Dorset 

M.F. 

Cart.  12  Edw.  l«n.  28. 

Chester 

M.F. 

Cart. 9 Bdw.  l.n.  80. 

Dorset  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  l,n.  29. 

Drosleyn 

Wales 

M.F. 

Cart,  9  Bdw.  l.n.  84. 

Halluton 

Leicester      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Bdw.  l,n.  86. 

Sandhuge 

Kent     - 

M.  F. 

Cart..  9  Bdw.  l.n.  36. 

Tjlney  -       O 

F. 

Cart,  12  Bdw.  l.n.  86. 

Leomonat«r    - 

Hereford 

F. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  37. 

Wynebergh  -  • 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  1.  n.  96. 

Herctone 

Devon 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  l.n.  88. 

Canutele       -J 

F. 

Cart..  12  Bdw.  l,n.  86. 

Styreiiack 

Herts     -       . 

M.F. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  46. 

Coleston  basset 

Nottingham- 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  l.n.  44. 

Uppingham     - 

Rutland 

M.F. 

Cart..  9  Bdw.  1,  n.  46. 

Oxeburg  - 

Norfolk  -       . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  l,n.  66. 

Abbot  tesbery  - 

Dorset    -       - 

M. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  ].n.  66. 

Bumham 

Somerset 

F. 

Cart,  IS  Bdw.  l,n.  7. 29. 

Brunno 

Lincoln 

M.  F. 

Cart.  9  Edw.  1.  n.  67. 

Kylundon 

Ireland  - 

M. 

Cart,  IS  Bdw. l.n. 26. 

Geraington     - 

York     -        - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  l.n.  68. 

ArundeU-       - 

Sussex 

F. 

Cart.  13  Bdw.  l,n.  27. 

Burkeby 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  l.n.  62. 

Cocking 

Sussex   • 

M.F. 

Cart.  18  Bdw.  l.n.  28. 

Crukhowell     - 

Hereford 

M.F. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  l.n.  67. 

Shipbome 

Kent  - 

M.F. 

Cart,  IS  Bdw.  l.n.  28. 

TokyntOQ 

Gloucester    - 

M.F. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  l.n.  69. 

Frompton 

Gloucester    • 

M.F. 

Cart..lSBdw.l.n.SS. 

Crikcs    - 
Mendlesliam  - 

Norfolk 
Suffolk 

M.F. 
M.P. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  1,  n.  72. 
Cart.  9  Edw.  l.n.  78. 

Lampeter     in 
Com.Cardigan. 
Bdlington 

Wales    -       . 
Lincoln  • 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart..  IS  Bdw.  l.n.  66. 
Cart,  IS  Bdw.  l.n.  78. 

Borham 

Essex 

M.F. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  l.n. 80. 

Britewell 

Suffolk 

F. 

Cart.  18  Bdw.  l,n.  94. 

Whernelton    - 

York     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  1,  n.  95. 

Shepedon 

Norfolk  -       - 

M.F. 

Cart.  IS  Bdw.  l,n.  102. 

Onere     - 

Oliester 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  l,u.  106. 

Oxburg    -       • 

Norfolk 

F. 

Cart..  18  Bdw.  l.n.  102. 

De  la  Pole       • 

Marches      of 

Wales. 
Cambridge    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,lOEdw.l.n.l. 

Pleseleghe 

Derby    - 

M.F. 

Cart..  18  Bdw.  l,n.  106. 

Berkham 

M.F. 

Cart.,  10  Edw.  1,  n.  3. 

Boseworth      - 

Leicester      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  l.n.  HI. 

Ockeford     Ni- 

ohell. 
Thorple 

Dorset 

M.F. 

Cart.  10  Bdw.  1.  n.  6. 

Winelescumb  • 

Somerset       - 

M.  F. 

Cart.. IS  Edw. l.n.  112. 

Chester 

M.F. 

Cart..  10  Edw.  l,n.  9. 

Morpath  -       • 

Northumber- 
land. 
Gloucester    - 

F. 

Cart..  IS  Edw.  l,n.  118. 

Neveton    tup. 

Use. 
Brock 

York     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  10  Bdw.  l.n.  20. 

Almundesbury 

M.F. 

Cart..  18  Bdw.  l.n.  118. 

Norfolk  -       - 

M.F. 

Cart,  10  Edw.  l.n.  11. 

Suffolk  - 

M.F. 

Cart.  18  Bdw.  l,n.  126. 

Stratton  -       • 

Sutton  in  HoiO 

land. 
Lutton 

Swanoton 

Sonierset 

M.F. 

Cart,  10  Edw.  1.  n.  IS. 
rOart.,10Bdw.l,n.20. 

Sole         iuxta 

Kemsinr. 
Warrwick       - 

Kent  - 
Gloucester    - 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.  IS  Bdw.  l.n.  127. 
Cart.,  IS  Bdw.  l,n.  140. 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Cart,  10 Edw. l.n.  20. 
Cart..lOEdw.l,n.20. 

Bosleshale      - 
Cosham   - 

Wilts     -      - 
Wilts  . 

F. 
M. 

Cart., IS  Bdw.  l.n.  140. 
Cart.,  18  Bdw.  1,  n,  142. 

Wayneflett    -J 

Icart.,  10  E(^.  1,  n  20. 

Credeley 

Hereford 

M.F. 

Cart..  18  Edw.  1,  n.  148. 

Wrangel        -) 
Teteney         -J 

Lincoln 

Im.  j 

Cart.,  10  Edw.  1,  n.  20. 

Cardigan  - 
Grensted 

Wales    -       - 
Sussex 

M.F. 
M. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1.  n.  151. 
Close.  13  Edw.  1,  m.  12. 

Congelton 

* 

M.F. 

Cart,  10 Bdw.  l.n. 20 

Werington      - 

Lancaster     - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  U  Kdw.  1.  m.  26  d. 

▲     55729. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

Beferenoe. 

Nova  Villa      • 

Dorset   -      - 

M.F. 

Cart,  14  Edw.  l,n.  2. 8. 

1 
Wilton     -       - 

Northumber- 
land. 
Lincoln 

Essex     - 

Wales - 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  97. 98. 

Maynoth      in 
Com.  Kildare. 
EosbarKiin    in 
Com.  Kilkenny. 
Devenebr* 

Ireland 
Ireland  -      - 
Devon 

M.F. 
M.  P. 
M.P. 

Cart..  14  Edw.  1.  n.  4. 
Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  9. 
Cart,  14  Edw.  l.n.  18. 

Surfflcit 
Aveton  Giflard 
Kardigan 

M.  P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  100. 
Cart,  18  Edw.  l.n.  108. 
Cart,  19  Edw.  1,  n.  8. 

Leye    Canoni- 
coram. 

Devon    • 

{m. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  l.n.  19. 
Cart.,  Pat,  Close,  n.  — . 

Bydiford-       - 
Suthcave 

Warwick       - 
York  - 

M.P. 
M.  P. 

Cart,  19  Edw.  l,n.  14. 
Cart.,  19  Edw.  1,  n.  17. 

Ormeaoherch  - 
Thlamdleys     - 

Lancaster     - 
Waloa- 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  28. 
Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  25. 

Newton  Were- 

corth. 
Chilehara 

Northumber- 
land. 
Kent  - 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart,  19  Edw.  1,  n.  20. 
Cart.,  19  Edw.  l.n,  21. 

Amllere   - 

Essex     - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  28. 

Sydebyr  - 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  1,  n.  28. 

Torkesey 

Lijtcoln 

M.P. 

Cnrt.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  32. 

Killeby  in  Com. 

Coniage. 
ToUerton 

Ireland 

M.P. 

Cart..  19  Edw.  1,  n.  29. 

Grommbrig     - 

Kent      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  83. 

York      -       . 

M.P. 

Cart,  10  Edw.  1,  n.  31.          ' 

Herton    » 

- 

P. 

Cart,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  87. 

Langw'ah 

Lincoln 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  l,n.  84. 

Bloctell 

Worcester     - 

M.P. 

Cart .  14  Edw.  1.  n.  38. 

Chasten  Hole- 

Pickorinj?    Es- 

ingwald. 
Lydyed.  -       - 

Salop  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  1,  n.  44. 

Srandesborton 

York      .       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14 Edw.  l.n. 40. 

York      .       - 

P. 

Cart,  19  Edw.  l,n.  46. 

Evenett  •      • 

. 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  41. 

M.P. 

Cart..  19  Edw.  1,  n.  46. 

Heselbere 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart..  14  Edw.  1,  n.  42, 

Westbury 

>Vilts  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  I,  n.  47. 

Wodebir 

Devon- 

M.P. 

Cart..  14  Edw.  1,  n.  44. 

Geynesborgh  - 

Lincoln  - 

P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  L 

Cardonesk 

Treland  -       • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1.  ii.  46. 

Erverbye 

Leicester 

M.P. 

Cart..  20  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 

Kikeham 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  1,  n.  9  d. 

Aldermanston 

Berks     -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  9. 

Leiw?e  Canoni- 

Devon    - 

M. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 

Haliwell  -       • 

Wales- 

M.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  14. 

corum* 
Borham  - 

Essex  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  1,  n.  1. 

Aulescomb      - 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  I,  n.  15. 

GingeAtteaton 

. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  1,  n.  2. 

MountstorreU- 

Leicester 

M.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1.  n.  17. 

Corapton  joxta 

Dunden. 
Walcton  -       - 

Somerset 
Sjiffolk  -       - 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  l,n.  4. 
Cart.,17Edw.  1.  u.  10. 

Strete      - 
Polrnam 

Devon  • 
Cornwall 

M.F. 
M.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1.  u.  19. 
Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  24. 

Braithwell     - 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  l,n.  12. 

Benhole  -       - 

Suffolk  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  25. 

Warrewiok     - 

Warwick       - 

P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  12. 

Carow    Kardi- 

Wales- 

J1.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  30. 

BodandBruere 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  18. 

Arton       .       - 

Stafford-       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  85. 

Brodehembr'  • 

- 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  13. 

Clopton 

Cambridge    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,20Edw.  1  n.84. 

Chetwode 

Devon    - 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  li. 

Kneb  worth    - 

Herts     -       - 

P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  l.n.  84. 

Aldnngham    • 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 

Pelstede. 

Essex  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  ».  36. 

Levenbam 

Suffolk  -       . 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  18. 

Worth rinian   - 

Wales    -      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  46. 

bandwicb 

Kent  . 

P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  19. 

Westhaddon  - 

Northampton 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  60. 

Merewortb     - 

. 

M.P. 

Qirt,  18  Edw.  1.  n.  21 

Saleby    - 

Ltocohi  - 

M. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  l,n.  64. 

GoldcUve 

Wales    -      - 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  l,n.  44. 

Brigenhale      - 

Tork  -         - 

M.P. 

|cart.,20Edw.l,n.69. 

Peningshalt    - 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart,18Edw.l,n.fiO. 

ClifTe       •      . 

. 

M.P. 

8t.        James, 

Westm. 
Abenden  - 

Middlesex     - 
Berks - 

P. 
P. 

Cart..  18  Edw.  1,  n.  62. 
Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  68. 

Sisslaund 
Ladnes   . 

Norfolk-       - 

M.P. 
P. 

1  Cart,  20  Edw.  l.n.  69. 

Deveneber      - 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1.  n.  64. 

Ketelbergh     - 

Suffolk  -      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  69. 

Golf  Ely  .       - 

. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  67. 

Grenham 

Lincoln  • 

M.P. 

Cart,  20  Edw.  1,  n.  69. 

Stony  Stratford 

Bucks    • 

P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1.  n.  68. 

Keyneyllork   - 

Wales  - 

M.P. 

Cart..  20  Edw.  1.  n.  67. 

SUpelbrig      - 

Dorset 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  66. 

Alecester 

Warwick 

P 

Cart,  21  Edw.  1.  n.  4. 

Pambergh    -^ 
Cbelesford     -y 

Kent      -      - 

M.  P. 

Cart..  18  Edw.  l.n.  71. 

Whitewick     - 
Noun     - 

Leicester      - 
Suffolk  -      - 

M.P 
M.P. 

Cart..  21  Edw.  1.  n.  9. 
Cwt.,  21  Edw.  l.n.  10. 

Tburstenston  - 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  72. 

Halesworth     - 

. 

M.P. 

Multon   .      - 

Lincoln  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n. 

Wrightebald  - 

Lincoln  - 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  l.n.  12. 

KovaHota     - 

Wales 

P. 

1  Cslrt..  18  Edw.  1.  n.  74. 

Borneston 

Gloucester    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  1,  n.  19. 

Beregbnon 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  74. 

TamertonPoliet 

Devon  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  l,n.  20. 

Tratlan    •       - 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  74. 

Royndon 

Essex     - 

M.P. 

Cart..  21  Edw.  1,  n.  22. 

Landon 

' 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  l,n.  74. 

Hamalappe 

Buckingham  - 

M.P. 

Cartn  21  Edw.  1,  n.  25. 

Lantefey  - 
Claxumb 

P. 
M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  74. 
•Cart,  18  Edw.  l.n.  74. 

St.  Ives,  Hunt- 
ingdon. 

. 

'■{ 

Cart.. 21  Edw.  l.n.  26. 
Pat,  18  Hen.  4»  pt  1.  m.  2. 

Penbydrank    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  74. 

Bures      -      - 

Essex    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  21  Edw.  1.  n.  81. 

Lannhangoll  - 

P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1.  n.  74. 

Staundon 

Hereford       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  21  Edw.  1,  n.  20. 

Landogi  - 

P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  l,n.  74. 

Depontefracto 

^ 

rCart.,  22  Edw.  1,  n.  23.  ' 

Lantelan. 

P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  74. 

Bradeford       • 

Cart,  22  Edw.  1.  n.  28. 

Aberaly   • 

P. 

.  Cart,  18  Edw.  l,n.  74. 

Camsale  - 

Yorit- 

M.P. 

-  Cart..  22  Edw.  l.n.  28. 

Wellesbome   • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  l,n.  75. 

SUghtebome  • 

Cart, 22 Edw.  l.n.  23. 

Ceggeworth    - 

Leicester 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  76. 

Almanbir        • 

^ 

lOart.,  22  Edw.  1,  n.  28. 

Haiise     - 

Somerset 

M. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  1,  n.  70. 

Bramley 

Lancaster      - 

M.P. 

Cart.  22  Edw.  1.  n.  28. 

Craubrock 

Kent  . 

- 

M. 

Cart,  18 Edw.  l.n. 93. 

Cherleton 
Camuill. 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Cart.  22  Edw.  1.  n.  23. 
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Place. 


Weybridgge    < 

Middlelington 

Buffeld  • 

Holton    - 

Val  Rodwalles 

Meghhen 

Baltrey    • 

Henvode 

BelloLooo 

Norton  - 

Bolewyk  • 

Carleton 

Hadenham 

Peynton  - 
Barnstaple 
Nortbborgh 

Aldelym  - 

Waldenc 

Hemmygborgh 

Lyng    - 

Wirkeaope 

Sbeffeld  • 

Naute   - 

Kelne 

Peren  • 

Saleby     • 

Beer 

Hundeslow 

linoham  - 

Alnewyke 

Ferrenthe 

Draioote  - 

Letheringham 

Westbury 

Muleton  • 

Withford 

Netherwere 

Westmmlntter 

Talgath   - 

Swyneshened 

Rym    - 

Pokelington 

Barton    • 

Tottele  -^ 

Attonnagh 

Flamstede 
Oastr'    - 
Zele  Tony 
Kometeby 
Crofte     - 
Sutton  maga 
Diflte     • 
Sibertoste 
Whethull 
Button     - 
Hebnorby 
Hosebole 
Toppesham 
Koneford 


County 
(where  noted). 


Middleeez 
Oxford  . 
York    . 
Lincoln  - 
Wales    - 

York    - 
Devon    • 
Bedford 
Bomemet 
Northampton 
Suflblk  . 
Buokingham 
Devon  • 

Northamptor 
Chester. 
Essex   - 
York      - 
Norfolk 
Nottingham 
York    - 
Contwall 
Somerset 

Lincoln  - 

Devon    • 

Middlesex 

Norfolk 

Northumber- 
land. 
Sussex  • 

Stafford 

Suffolk  . 

Wilts    - 

Suffolk   - 

Wilts    - 

Somerset 

Middlesex 

Wales  - 

Lincoln 

Dorset  • 

York  - 

Chester  - 

Lincoln 

Ireland 

Norfolk 

Hereford 

Hereford 

Devon  - 

York   - 

WUts      • 
Norfolk 
Northampton 
Salop  • 
Warwick 
Cumberland 
Cornwall 
Devon  - 


Fair 

or 

Market. 


Reference. 


Place. 


M.F. 

M.P. 

M.F. 
F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 
M. 
F. 
P. 
F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 

M. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 

P. 
M.F. 

M. 

M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

P. 


Cart,22Bdw.l«n.23. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  1.  n.  28. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  1.  n.  28. 
Cart..  22  Edw.  1,  n.  29. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  1,  n.  SS. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  1,  n.  84. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  ],n.  88. 
Cart..  22  Edw.  l,n.  40. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  l.n.  46. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  l,n.  48. 
Cart,  22  Edw.  1.  n.  40. 
Cart,  23  Edw.  1,  n.  2. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  7. 

>Cart.,  23  Edw.  1,  n.  IS. 

Cart,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  14. 
Cart.,  28  Edw,  1,  n.  U. 
Cart,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  le. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  19. 
Cart,  23  Edw.  1,  n.  20. 
Cart,  24  Edw.  1,  n.  3. 
Cart.,  24  Edw.  1.  n.  3. 
Cart,  34  Edw.  1,  ii.  8. 
Cart.  24  Edw.  1,  n.  9. 
Cart.  24  Edw.  J,  n.  9. 
Cart,  24  Edw.  1,  n.  18. 
Cart,24Edw.l,n.22. 
Oart.,24Bdw.l,n.2L 
Cart,  25  Edw.  1.  n.  1. 
Cart,  26  Edw.  1.  n.  8. 
Cart,  25  Edw.  l,n.  12. 
Cart,  26  Edw.  1,  u.  14. 
Cart,  25  Edw.  1,  n.  19. 
Cart,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  20. 
Cart.,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  2. 
Cart.,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  4. 
Cart.,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 
Cart,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  7. 
Cart.,  26  Edw.  1.  n.  10. 
Cart.,  26  Edw.  1,  n.  IL 
Cartn  26  Edw.  1,  n.  12. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  1. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  l,n.  9. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  11. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  12. 
Cart,  27  Edw.  1.  n.  18. 
Cart,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  18. 
Cart,  27  Edw.  l,n.  18. 
Cart,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  13. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  14. 
Cart.»27Bdw.l,n.28. 
Cart.,  27  Edw.  1,  n.  34. 
Cart,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  1. 
Cart..  28  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  l.D.  9. 
Cart,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  10. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  11. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  13. 

[cart,28Edw.l,n.l5. 


County 
(where  noted). 


Fair 

or 

Market 


Yateminster  - 

Shirebome 

Bemesbury     • 

Godalming 

Chiddingfold. 
Yayhale  - 

Higham  - 

Skipton         in 

Craven. 
Burowell 

Eskelby  - 

Helm'ton 

Hedon  - 

Holme     - 

Haoohe  - 

Fayeflete 

Piddelton 

Skytebrok 

Newton  in 
Makerfcld. 

Waleton  in 
ye  Dale. 

Sallowo  - 

Impeton 

Pilungeley 

Gatinges 

Levenhales     • 

Uptou 

Gloucester 
Burgus. 
Ockeley 

Alcestr.    -     - 

Clifton      sup. 
Dertmouth. 
Ashe 

Wodinton 

Tuierington    - 

Watlington     - 

SagamBaire  • 

St.  Brian 

Marom    - 

Fynmoure  in 
Com.  Trygg. 

Lyn  in  Com. 
Mitre. 

Oagodby 

Eukeston 

Newenham     - 

Gidding   -      • 

Bradmero 

Westhameles- 

worth. 
Shottele 

Sledmere 

Stoke  Atteney- 

lund. 
Poklington     • 


Albrighton 

Enefeld   - 

Cahie 

Halughate 

Keynesham 

Alorinton 

Coclinton 

Westaur 

Lyncumbe 

Berton    - 

Wormbale 

Lathom    - 

Eobye 


Dorset    . 

Wilts     • 

Stafford 
Northampton 
York      . 
Lincoln 
York     - 
Wilts     - 
York    - 
York      . 
Somerset 
York    - 
Dorset   - 
Lincoln 
Lancaster 

Derby    • 
Kent  • 
Warwick 
Sussex    . 
Hereford 
Norfolk 
Gloucester 
Surrey 
Warwick 
Devon    - 
Kent 
Surrey  - 
York       - 
Oxford     - 
Suffolk    • 
Cornwall 
Lincoln  - 

j  Ireland      -I 

York  - 
Lancaster 
Kent 

Huntingdon 
Wilts      - 
Devon     - 
Suffolk    • 
York       . 
Suffolk  - 
York      - 
Salop 
Middlesex 
Wilts      - 
Norfolk 
Somerset 
Glonceiter 
Somerset 


Buckingham 
Lancaster 


M.F. 
M. 
M. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 
M. 

M.F. 
F. 
F. 

M.F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 
•M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 

M.  F. 
M.  F. 

M.F. 

F. 
M.  F. 

P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.P. 
M.  P. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M. 

P. 
M.P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  P. 
M.P. 

M. 

P. 
M.P. 
M.F. 


Beference. 


jCart.,28Bdw.l.n.24. 
>Oart,28Edw.l,n.24. 


} 


} 


} 


Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  SO. 

Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  88. 
Cart,  28  Edw.  1.  n.  84. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  86. 
Cart.,  28  Edw.  1.  n.  40. 
Cart,  28  Edw.  1,  n.  41. 
Cart,  29  Edw.  i.  n.  8. 
Cart,  29  Edw.  l.n.  4. 
Cart.,  29  Edw.  l,n.  26. 
Cart.,  29  Edw.  l,n.  83. 
Cart.,  29  Edw.  1,  n.  84. 


Cart..  29  Edw.  1,  n.  46. 

Cart..  29  Edw.  1,  n.  47. 
Cart.,  29  Edw.  1,  n.  48. 
Cart.,  2»  Edw.  1.  n.  49. 
Cart,  29  Edw.  1,  n.  60. 
Cart.,  29  Edw.  1,  n.  61 
Cart,  30  Edw.  1,  n.  4 
Cart,  30  Edw.  1,  n.  11. 
Cart,  81  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 
Cart,  81  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 
Cart. 81  Edw.  l.n.  19. 


Cart.,81.Edw.l,nttl. 

Cart.,  31  Edw.  l,n.  81. 
Cart..  81  Edw.  l.n.  22. 
Cart.,  31  Edw.  1,  n.  22. 
Cart.,  81  Edw.  1.  n.  26. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  l,n.  27. 

>Cart,8lEdw.l,n.88. 

Cart,  81  Edw.  1,  n.  4L 
Cart,  81  Edw.  1,  n.  40. 
Cart.,3lEdw.l.  n.1. 
Cart,  81  Edw.  l,n.  4. 
Cart.,  81  Edw.  i,  n.  7. 
Oart,  31  Edw.  1,  n.  7. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  1,  n.  12. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  l,n.  14. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  l,n.  17. 
Cart.,  31  Edw.  l.n. 28. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  1.  n.  24^  26. 
Osrt,  81  Edw.  1,  n.  38. 
Oart,  31  Edw.  1,  n.  36. 
Cart,  31  Edw.  l.n.  48. 
Cart.,  81  Edw.,  1,  n.  43. 
Oart.,32Edw.l,n.1. 

[cart.,  32Edw.  l,n.8. 

Osrt,  82  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 
Oart  32  Edw.  l.n.  10. 
Oart.  82  Edw.  1,  n.  12. 
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BOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  RIQHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


Place. 


County 
(wher«  noted). 


Tynnemouth  • 

Eftdeeping     - 

Staweya   -     - 

Hale        -       . 

Melewith 

Bradewey 

Tortworth 

Halyhton 

Fillingham     - 

Herdwik 

Cheswarthin  - 

Clopton     -     - 

Speldeford 

Thurkeleston  • 

Bfthemesworth 

Taoolnested    - 

Bourhunt 

Wymondham  • 

Synelinton 

Eseling   - 

Ermington 

Hiddelton       - 

Wormhale 

Panchalejuxta'^ 

Sldeford. 
Wandesfurd  -  }• 


Lonthorp 

Heaelertou 

Liditon     - 

Wapham 
• 
Ookewald 

Weston   - 

Bermingham 

Tbeydono 

Keighlay 

Wajnflete 

Theatre  waure"! 

Wolseye 

Newenham 

Plarva. 
Kerkely 

Neubolt 

Pauuton 

Herdebergh  - 

Walton 

Weyley 

Byburgh 

Garall       -      • 

MUton       .     . 

BUlinffford     • 

Gerbethorp 
tranblat. 
uiquo  Cmll. 

B(dinn 

Spillesby       --; 

Skidbroke     -J 

Swinflot 

Kircaldon 

Goldingbam    • 

Klrpby    - 

Tyohinersh      - 

Woileweeton  - 

Bareweford     - 


Northumber- 
land. 
Lincoln 

Somenet 

Lancaster 

Stafford 

Somerset 

Gloucester    - 

Leicester 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Salop     • 

Suffolk 

Leicester 

Hanto     •     - 

Dorset     •     • 

Norfolk 

Hants    - 

Leicester 

York       -      - 

Kent      - 

Devon 

Hants 

BuokinKham  - 

York 


Pair 

or 

Market. 


Dorset  - 
Sussex  • 
York  . 
Bedford 
Norfolk 
Essex  - 
York  . 
Kent 


F. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.P. 

M.  P. 

M.P. 

M.P. 

M.P 

M.P 
M.P. 
M.  P. 
M.P 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 

M.P. 

M. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.  P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.  P. 


Reference. 


M 

P. 

M 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Warwick 


Norfolk 

Scotland 

Northampton 

Norfolk 

Lincoln 


Northumber- 
land. 

Lincoln    •     • 


York     . 
Scotland 

Norfolk 

Northampton 

Huntingdon  • 

Northumber- 
land. 


M.P. 


M.P. 

M.  P. 

M.P. 

M.P. 

^I.  P. 
M.  P. 

conflr. 

M.P. 

M.P. 

M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 


Cart.,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  14. 

Cart.32Bdw.     n.  16. 

Cart.,  32  Edw.  I,n.l9. 

Cart..  32  Edw.  1.  n.  28. 

Cart.,  32  Edw.  i,n.  29, 30. 

C£rt.,32Edw.  l,n.3l. 

Cart,  32  Edw.  l,n.  38. 

Cart.,S2Edw.  l,n.  4S. 

Cart,  82  Edw.  1,n.  44. 

Cart.,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  46. 

Cart..  32  Edw.  l,n.  45. 

Cart.,  82  Edw.  l.n.  51. 

Cart.,  32  Edw.  1.  n.  63. 

Cirt.,  32  Edw.  1,  n. 65. 

Cart.  82  Edw.  1.  n.  66. 

Cart.,  82  Edw.  1,  n.  64. 
Cart.,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  66. 
Cart., 32  Edw.  l,n.7B. 
Cart,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  80. 
Cart,32Edw.  l.n.SI. 
Cart.82Edw.l,n.  84.86. 
Cart,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  86. 
Cart.,  82  Edw.  1,  n.  87. 
rCart,32Edw.  l.n.  91. 
-  Cart..  32  Edw.  1,  n.  91. 
..Cart, 82  Edw. l.n.  91. 
Oart..82Edw.l,  n.91. 
Cart.  82  Edw.  1,  n.  M. 
Cart..  82  Edw.  1.  n.  98. 
Oart.,  82  Edw.  1.  n.  99. 
Cart.  82  Edw.  1.  n.  106. 
Cart.,  32  Edw.  1,  n.  107. 
Cart.  33  Edw.  l.n.  8. 
Cart.,  88  Bdw.  1.  n.  7. 
Cart.  83  Bdw.  1,  n.  18. 
rCart,  83  Edw.  1.  n.  16. 63. 
Cart.. 33  Edw.  1,  n.  l\  63. 
Cart.,  33  Edw.  1.  u.  16, 68. 
Cart..  38  Edw.  I.  n.  16, 63. 
Cart..  88  Edw.  1.  n.  16, 63. 
Cart..  88  Bdw.  1.  n.  16. 68. 
Cart,  88  Edw.  1.  n.  16, 68. 
Cart.,  33  Edw.  1,  n.  15. 63. 
LCart..  38  Bdw.  1,  n.  15. 68. 
Cart.,  83  Edw.  1.  n.  18. 
Cart,  33  Edw.  1,  n.  24, 25, 61. 

|-Gart.,88Edw.l,n.28. 

Cart.,  33,  Edw.  l,n.  43. 

Cart.. 83 Edw.  l.n.  46. 

Cart,  83  Edw.  1.  n.  60. 

Cart..  38  Edw.  1,  n.  62. 
Cart.,8S  Edw.  1.  n.  68. 
Car(.,  83  Edw.  1,  n.  66. 
Cart..  38  Edw.  1,  n.  59. 
Cart.,  33  Edw.  1,  ii.  06. 
Cart..  88  Bdw.  1,  n.  67. 
Oartn88Edw.l.n.72. 


Place. 
Benyngton     - 

County 
(where  noted) 

Pkir 

or 
'  Market 

Reference. 

Herts    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  33  Udw.  l,n.  75. 

Kingeston 

Cambridge    - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  84  Edw.  1.  n.  8. 

Swynerton 

Stafford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  34  Edw.  1,  ii.  4. 

Uothele,          "^ 

1 

transht. 
iiaquo 
Gaddosby    J 

-    Leicester 

M.P. 

Cart.,  3J  Edw.  1,  n.  8. 

SauuforJ  Bret 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart.,  34  Edw.  l,n.  9. 

Whitstanton  - 

Salop    • 

M.P. 

Cart., 34 Edw.  l.n.  14, 16.  . 

Catniere    -     • 

Berks     - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  34  Edw.  1,  n.  16. 

Dilnton.    -     - 

somerset 

M.P. 

Cart.,  34  Edw.  l,n.  21. 

Kingeston 
Badnoro 

Hertford       - 

M.P. 
P. 

Cart.,  34  Edw.  l.n.  23. 

Northholme 
juxtA  Eye. 
Wirkeworth    - 

Northampton 
Derby       -    - 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  34  Bdw.  l.n.  86. 
Cart.,  34  Edw.  1,  n.  87. 

Pykehall 

York       -      - 

M.P. 

Cart..  86  Edw.  l,n.  2. 

Harpele    •      • 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

Oart.,  85  Edw.  1.  n.  6. 

Worteley 

York      -       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,86Edw.l.n.li. 

Roderham 

York       -      - 

1  M.P. 

Cart..  86  Edw.  l.n.  19. 

Uantwisill    in 

Tyndale. 
Burton         in 

Lovesdale. 
Kirkeby  Male- 

zart. 
Preston   juxta 

Wengham. 
Aberford 

1  Northumber- 
Und. 
York       -      . 

t  Kent       .      . 
York       -      . 

M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart..86Edw.l.n.24. 
Oart.,  86  Edw.  l.n.  80. 
Cart,  36  Edw.  l.n.  30. 
Oart.,  35  Edw.  1.  n.  40. 
Cart,  35  Edw.  l,u.  46. 

Estwilton 

- 

M.P. 

Cart,  36  Edw.  l.n.  46. 

Wandesle 

. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  36  Edw.  l.m.  47. 

Everton    - 

Huntingdon  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  35  liklw.  1,  u.  46. 

Brainford 

Middlesex     - 

M.P. 

Cart,  86  Edw.,  l,n.  40. 

Taoolneston    • 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

Cart..  36  Bdw.  1.  n.  60. 

Cumberland  - 

M.  P. 

Cart.  36  Edw.  1,  n.  61. 

Houton 

Suffolk 

M.  P. 

Cart..  36  Edw.  l,n.  52. 

Prea       - 
Lichfeld 

Salop    - 
Staffonl 

;.} 

Cart..  86  Edw.  1.  n.  67. 

Blaneford       - 

Dorset   -       - 

P. 

Cart..  86  Edw.  1,  n.  6. 

Sabrightes- 

worth. 
Wardon 

HerU 
Bedford 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart,  86  Edw.  l,n.  71. 
Cart.,  1  Edw.  2.  n.  8. 

Ardmolthaii    - 

Wales    -       . 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  2,  u.  10. 

Tarent     Gun- 

devill. 
Preston 

Dorset 
Sussex    -      - 

M.P. 
M.  P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  2,  u.  16. 
Cart.,  1  Edw.  2,  u,  23. 

Leicester 

Leicester      - 

P. 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  2,  n.  26. 

Polkingham  -^ 

f 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  2,  n.  28,  31. 

Barton     sup.  > 

Humber. 
Edenham      -J 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Oart.  1  Edw.  2,  n.  28, 3 

I 

Cart.  1  Edw.  2.  n.  28, 8L 

Penyngesole   • 

York      .      - 

M.P. 

Cart..  1  Edw.  2.  n.  87. 

Bastildene     -^ 
Asshamsted  -J 

Berks 

M.P. 

Cart.  2  Edw.  2.  n.l. 

Godynestro     - 

Essex- 

M.  P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  2. 

Shipham 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  18. 

Torpell 

Northumber- 

hmd. 
Hereford 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  14 

Kilpeck 

M.P. 

Oart.  2  Edw.  2.  n.  16. 

Bradelegh 

Devon 

2  P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  17. 

Salop  Villa      - 

Stralford   sup. 

Avene. 
Roderham 

Salop      -      - 
Warwick 
York      -       - 

P. 
mutat 
M.P. 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  a. 
Cart.  2  Edw.  2,  n.  24. 
Cart,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  26. 

Lanneyr 

Wales 

M.P. 

Cart..  2  Edw.  2.  n.  88. 

Uttohantr*      • 
Stapelford       . 

Stafford 
Leicester 

M.  P. 
M.P.   . 

Cart,  2  Edw.  2,  n.  39. 

Podringey 

Northampton 

M.  P. 

Cart..  2  Edw.  2.  n.  40,  44. 

Swaffham 

Norfolk 

2  P. 

Cart.  2  Edw.  2.  n.  40. 44. 

Leiatoft 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  2.  n.  40, 44. 

D<»    Sco.   Bo-') 
tulfo.            ^ 

Kirkton      inj 
Holland. 

Lincoln         • 

M. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  2.  n.  40, 44. 

.Cart.,  2  Bdw.  2,  n.  40, 44. 
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Place. 

County           ^ 
(where  noted).  Market. 

Eeferonoe. 

Plaoe. 

Ooonty           ^ 
(where  noted),  jj^^^ 

Bufo.caoe. 

BstdeepinK     - 

. 

M.P. 

Cart..2Bdw.2,n.41. 

Leyston 

Suffolk 

M.F. 

Oart.,6Edw.2,n.6L 

Brunne 

Alia      - 

F. 

Cart.,2Edw.2,n.48. 

Pencrich 

Stafford 

P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2.  n.  67. 

DrakehuU 

Surrey 

F. 

Cart..2Bdw.2.n.49. 

Wath       -       - 

York      -       . 

M.  P. 

Cart.  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  59. 

mon8.   iuzta 
Guilford. 
Sutton       sup. 
Trent. 

CasteUetereU  • 

Cornwall 

M.  F.   ' 

> 

Nottingham  - 

M.  F. 

Gart.,2Kdw.2.n.62. 

Boswythy 

• 

^Cart..6Edw.2,n.64. 
M.  P.    J 

Newbifiing    - 

Xorthumber- 
land. 

M.  P. 

Cart..  8  Edw.  2,  u.  1. 

Reygate 

Surrey 

M.  • 

Cart..  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  66. 

Boghes 

York      -       - 

M.  P. 

Cart,»3Edw.2.n.l. 

Stanygad 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2.  n.  67. 

Burghersh     -"^ 
Bulewarbeth  ) 

M.  F. 

Cukefeld       -*^ 

^ 

M.P. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  2,  n.  66. 

Cart.,  3  Edw.  2,  n.l. 

Diohemngh  • 

M.P. 

.Cart.  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  66. 

Holte    - 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

>Cart.,8Edw.  2,n.S. 

Brightelmes- 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  2.  n.  66. 

Oley 

Norfolk 

F. 

ton.              V 
Hurst 

Sussex 

P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2.  n.  66. 

Stoke  in  Tin- 
hide. 

Devon 

M.P. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  4. 

Westmeston  - 

P. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  2.  n.  66. 

Severnoitoke  - 

Worcester     • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  3  Bdw.  2,  n.  11. 

Porteslade     -J 

P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2.  n.  66. 

Ooue 

Suffolk 

P. 

Cart.,  3  Edw.  2,  n.  16. 

Bradwater 

Sussex 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  68. 

Mumby 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.  8  Edw.  2,  n.  15. 

Suthcave 

York      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  7  Bdw.  2,  n.  5. 

Tateahale 

- 

P. 

atft.,8Bdw.2,n.l6. 

Saham  - 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart..  7  Bdw.  2,  D  11. 

Shire        -       • 

Surrey 

M.P. 

Cart.,  3  Edw.  2,  n.  19. 

Pole       -       -"J 

ABpton           -"j 

rCart.,3Edw.2.n.2L 

Maghoith-      ) 

Wales      .       • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  2,  n.  12. 

Chuddelegh  - 1 

Devon 

M.P. 

laurt.,SEdw.2;n.aL 

leyth. 
Oldwhitland  - 

Wales 

M.P. 

Cart..  7  Bdw.  2.  n.  18. 

Cllfte      -       - 
Cwydyton     -  i 

'  Cart..  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  21. 

Bicolure 

Kent      - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  7  Bdw.  2,  n.  16. 

1 

.Cart.,SBdw.2,n.2L 

Retford 

Nottingham  - 

P.     1 

Cart..  7  Bdw.  2.  n.  26. 

Stradbroke     - 

Suffolk          .  1 

F. 

Cart.,  3  Bdw.  2,  n.  22. 

Asphton 

Devon 

P. 

Cart.  7  Edw.  2,  n.  88. 

Lakyngheth    - 

- 

M.  P. 

airt.,8Bdw.2,n-29.30. 

Dttffeld 

York  - 

P. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  2,  n.  42. 

Swaffhara 

Kent      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  3  Edw.  2.  n.  29. 30. 

Pevense 

Sussex 

mutat. 
P.  7 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  2.  n.  46.! 

Kirkeby        in 

Kendale. 
Makeleaton     - 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Cart.,  3  Edw.  2,  n.  32. 

Warke     -       - 

York      -       - 

dierum. 
M. 

Cart,  7  Bdw.  2,  n.  80. 

Stafford 

M.P. 

Cart..8Kdw.a,n.37. 

Melcombe 

Dorset 

M.P. 

Cart.  8  Bdw.  a.  n.  9. 

Thomor  - 

York     . 

M.  P. 

Cart,  4  Edw.  2,  n.  2. 

Pageham       O 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  10. 

B«ydon    - 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart..  4  Edw.  2,  n.  18. 

Bstlenente    - 

P.      1 

Cart.  8  Edw.  2,  n.  10. 

Whitchurgh   ■ 

Dorset 

M.P. 

1  Cart..  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  19. 

Tanghemore  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  10. 

Promtou    sup. 

Severn©. 
Bethum 

- 

M.  P. 

Slyndon  -     -  ?• 

Sussex         --I 

M.P. 

Cart.  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  10. 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  21. 

Manfeld 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  10. 

Ohippenham  - 

Wilts  - 

P. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  22. 

Lambherst    - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  10. 

Appeltrewiok  - 

York      .       - 

P. 

Cart.,  4  Bdw.  2.  n.  27. 

Premefeiid    -. 

P. 

Cart.,  &  Bdw.  2.  n.  10. 

Mersham 

Derby 

M.P. 

Cart.,  4  Edw.  2,  n.  30. 

Harewe 

Middlesex     - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2.  n.  10. 

Crauncewik    - 

York      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  4  Edw.  2,  n.  28. 

Trompeton     • 

Cambridge    • 

P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  14. 

Sherle      -       • 
Saxmondham  - 

Leicester 
Suffolk 

M.  F. 
M.P. 

Cart,  4  Edw.  2,  n.  36. 
Cart.  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  88. 

Croydon 
Wrotham 

Surrey 
Kent. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Edw.  2.  n.  15. 

Wetringbury  - 

Kent      -       • 

M.P. 

Cart.  4  Bdw.  2,  u.  42. 

BedgeU 

Ireland  - 

M.P. 

Cart.  8  Edw.  2,  n.  24. 

Bppreston 

Nottingham  - 

M.  F. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  2.  n.  44. 

Bitlesdeu 

Buokingluun* 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  32. 

Attelburgh     - 

Norfolk 

P. 

|cart,4Edw.2,n.46. 

Burton  Stather 

Linooln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  89. 

Poyton    . 

Cambridge     - 

P. 

Pokerich 

Herts     -      • 

M.  P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  44. 

Qayrstrange   - 

Lancaster      • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  69. 

Singlesthom  • 

York      .       - 

P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  46. 

Patrington     - 

York      .       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  2.  n.  64. 

Yerlington     - 

1 

'  M.P. 

Cart..  8  Bdw.  2.  n.  47. 

GutheieBton   - 

Norfolk 

P. 

Cart.,  4  Bdw.  2,  n.  66. 

Chedesey 

Somerset    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  47. 

Kelnedon 

Essex     -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  5  Bdw.  2>  n.  6,  IS. 

Thurlebere     - 

.      P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  47. 

Shafford 

Bedford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  5  Bdw.  2,  n.  10. 

Bingham 

Nottingham  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  64. 

Haokehurst    - 

Kent      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  16. 

Shiriock        in 

Cornwall 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  66. 

Sutton     •      - 

Cambridge    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  u.  26. 

Crostilbeme. 
Yardeley  -      - 

Northampton 

M.P. 

-Cart.,  8  Edw.  2,  n.  68. 

Wighton  juxta 

York      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  89. 

Blunham 

Bedfbrd 

M.P. 

Beverlaoum. 
Euytom  - 

Wales 

•  M.P. 

Cart..  5  Bdw.  2,  n.  42. 
rCart.,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  41. 

Chippeham     - 

WUte     -       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  2,  n.  60. 

Ponton          -^ 

Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  41. 

Lenne 

Norfolk 

P.  16 
dierum 

Cart,  9  Bdw.  2,  n.  8. 

Lawinton 
Oaorgaule     - 

•  Cornwall 

M.P. 

i  Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  u.  41. 

Fawe    - 
Morlegh  -       - 

Cornwall 
Devon    • 

M.  P. 
M.P. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  2,  n.  16. 
Cart.,  9  Bdw.  2,  n,  18. 

St.Gennayne. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  41. 

Ohioy   . 

Buckingham - 

P. 

Cart.,  9  Bdw.  2.  n.  19. 

Penryn 

. 

P. 

LGart,  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  41. 

Watervyde    -' 

•  Sussex    -      - 

Aberwyly 

Wales    -      • 

M. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  2,  n.  10. 

Hethfylde     •. 

M.  P. 

Cart.  9  Edw.  2,  n.  24. 

Chipham 

WUts- 

P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  18. 

Corby  - 

•    Northampton 

M.  P. 

Cart,  9  Bdw.  2.  n.  29. 

Newent 

.    Gloucester 

M.P 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2.  n.  29. 

Roderharo 

.    York  . 

.    M.P. 

Cart..  9  Bdw.  2,  n.  88. 

Thornoomb 

Devon 

.,M.F 

Cart,  6  Edw.  2,  u.  86. 

Staustede 

•     Kent  • 

P. 

(5art.,  9  Bdw.  2,  n.  40. 

Obepingfacedo 

n    Berks 

■1     ^- 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  2,  n.  40. 

Bygtham 

.     M.P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  2,  n.  42. 
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Flaoe. 


Snytortom 

Fenfltanton     - 

Lejsflon  - 

Biyle    . 

Blaunkeimey  - 

Trenge- 

Ohileham      O 

Bjdelingweld 

Erheth 

Letnes 

Tonge    » 

Ringertoa     • 

Biiigeidoime% 

Bourne    - 

Snflenhale    •" 

Aderley 

Caateloomb 

Colome 

Heghtred^ 

bury. 
Hamelclen 

SonyndoQ 

MarketOverton 

Tfuokstede     • 

Assendoa 

Tudingttn     • 

Tfttethale 

AyihuU  •      . 

Bland  - 

ThornhiU 

Thoresway     - 

Ambresbury  - 

Coringham     • 

Gokeney  - 

Palingeham    • 

Brembro  -      • 

Wynelefford   - 

Backwell 

Wendo«!«gh    • 

Huohe  - 

Neuton   - 

Fobbing 

Westwiokham 

Bryburgh- 

Thlanpeder     • 

SheptonMaleU 

Bokeland 

Olompton. 
BymmeigraTe 

Wintringham  • 

JppelpoB  ' 

Aldrin^uun    • 

Wynfraton      • 

BlauncUand  - 

Bedeswell 

Middle  ton 

Dorthunt 

Bryffeld 

Elye      - 

Northburgh 

Bondeby  • 


Ooonty 
(where  noted). 


?alr 
liarket 


Norfolk.      • 
Huntingdon  < 
Suffolk  • 
Kent  • 
Lincoln  • 
Herts    - 


Kent- 


SniMx 
Salop  • 

Wilts  . 

Bpdkingham 
Bedford - 
Rutland 

Bstex  - 

Bedford  > 
Lincoln - 

Somerset 

Tcrk^- 

Lteooln 
Wflti  - 


Beferenoe. 


Nottingham 
Stafford  - 
Sussex 
Lincoln  - 
Somerset 
Turk  - 
Herts    . 
Hants- 


Kent 
Norfolk 
Wales- 
Somerset 
Devon 
Woroester 
Lincoln  • 
Devon    • 

Hereford 
Wales- 


Hants 

Gloucester 

York      - 

Ounbridge 

Leicester 

Lincoln 


M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.P. 
M.  P. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 
M.  F. 

M.  F. 


M.  F. 

M.F. 

M.  F. 

M.F. 

F. 

M.  F 

M.F 
mutat 
M.F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F: 

M. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
2F. 
M.F. 
«F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 


Oartn9Bdw. 
Osrt,9£dw. 
Ourt.  9  Edw. 
Oart.,9Bdw. 
Oari.*9Bdw. 
Oart.,9Sdw. 
Oart.,9Bdw. 
Oart.,9Edw. 
Oart.  9  Bdw. 
Oart,  9  Edw. 
Oart,  9  Edw. 
Oart.,  9  Edw 
Cart..  9  Edw. 
Oart..  9  Edw. 


2,n.4S. 
2,n.4& 
2,  n.  47. 
2.n.40. 

a^n.ss. 

2,n.6S. 
2.n.  67. 
2.  n.  67. 
2,  n.  67. 
2,n.57. 
2.  n.  67. 
2.n.67. 
2,  u.  67. 
2,  n.  67. 


Cart.,  9  Edw.  2.  n.  67. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  2,  n.  67. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  2,  n.  67. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  2,  n.  67. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  2.  n.  67. 

Cart,  9  Bdw.  2,  n.  57. 

Cart,  9  Edw.  2,  n.  67. 

Cart.,  9  Kdw.  2.  n.  57. 
LCart.  9  Bdw.  2.  n.  67. 
Cart..  9  Edw.  2,  n.  81. 
Cart.,  9  Edw.  2.  n.  68. 

{Cart,  10  Edw.  2,  n.  2L 
Pat,  16  Bio.  2,  pt.  2,  m.  9. 
Cart.,  10  Edw.  2,  n.  28. 
Cart.  10  Edwi  2,  n.  24. 
Cart.,  10  Bdw.  2,  n.  81. 
Cart,  10  Edw.  2,  n.  82. 
Cart,  10  Edw.  2,  n.  17. 
Cart.,  10  Edw.  2,  n.  38. 
Cart,  10  Edw.  i,  n.  61. 
Cart,  10  Bdw.  2,  n.  54. 
Cart,  10  Bdw.  2,  n.  67. 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  8. 
aai.,llBdw.2,n.8. 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  S,n.  11. 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  19. 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  12. 
Cart.  11  Bdw.  2,  n. ».    : 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  20; 
Cart,  11  Edw.  2,  n.  S2. 
Cart,  U  Bdw.  2,  n.  86, 88. 
Cart.,  11  Bdw.  1,  n.  88. 
Cut,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  61. 
Cart,llBdw.2,n.«7. 
Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  88. 
Csrt,  11  Bdw.  %  n.  1. 
Cart,12Edw.2.n.8. 
Cart..  12  Edw.  2,  n.  8. 
Cart.,  U  Bdw.  2,  n.  14. 
Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  18. 
Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  19. 
Cart.,lfiSdw.2,n.2S. 
Cart.,  18  Edw.  2,  n.  80. 
Cart.,  12  Edw.  2.  n.  43, 
Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  46. 


Plaoe. 


County 
<where  noted). 


Fair 

or 

Market 


Beferenoe. 


:} 


Empingham 

Elding  . 

Tonebruge 

BrikhuU  -      - 

Botherfeld      - 

Netherpeder^. ") 

ton.  > 

Bekington     -) 

Synelesho 

Balsham 

Hatfold   .      - 

Thurlebyjuxta 

Brunne. 
Yatindon 

Astath  - 

Cottingham    - 

Tonewstr* 

Bermingham  • 

Brehethe 

Pinchebeck    • 

Whetacr' 

luyngbo 

Ubbele 

Littleton 

StrattonAudele 

Chetewynde    - 

Chippenham  • 

Aloester  - 

Leye  in  Bote- 

wode. 
P^theleyBrig- 

Otteley    -      - 

Heytildesham- 

SullyhuU 

Biadfeld  -      • 

Somsham 

Brandonfenry 
Gonteby 

Jnneswerk     • 

Herewith 

Leverhales 

Skelton 

De  8.  Proboin  • 

Wanborne 

Payneswick    - 

Lynge  - 

Aulton     - 

Somiton 

Assanen  Villa  - 

Borton      Con- 
stable. 

Napton    - 

Jugeworth 

Baunton 

Boreford  - 

CoiTmallet     - 

Gretham 

Up  Avene 

Sutton    juzta 
Lykeling. 

Snyttenfold    - 

Teukesbury    - 

Blyburgh 


Butland 
Kent- 


■{ 


Buckingham 
Sussex 

Somerset 

Bedford 
Kent  - 
Hereford 
Lincoln  • 
Berks - 
Warwick 
York  - 
Northampton 
Norfolk:- 
Huntingdon 
Lincoln 
Norfolk 
Buckingham 
Somerset 
Wilts  - 
Oxford 
Salop  • 
Wilts     - 
Warwick 
Salop  . 
York      - 

Northamptoi 
Warwick 
Essex  - 
Huntingdon 
Leicester 

Cornwall 

Essex  - 
Hereford 
York      - 
Cornwall 
Norfolk - 
Gloucester 
Norfolk 
Hants    - 
Somerset 
Wales - 

York      - 

Warwick 
Norfolk - 
Devon 
Oxford  -  ' 
Somerset 
Lincoln 
Wilts  - 
Wales    - 

Warwick 
Gloucester 
Suffolk  - 


M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.P. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 

M. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

F. 

M. 
M.F. 

F. 

F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

M.F. 

M. 
M.F. 
M.F. 
M.  F. 
M.  F. 
M.F. 
M.F. 

P. 

P. 

Thol 
ueiain 

feria 
ibidem. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

• 

F. 

M. 

mutat. 
F. 

M.F. 

M.F. 

F. 

M.F. 

M.P. 

P. 
BC.F. 


} 


Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  40. 
Cart,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  60. 
Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  60. 
Cart.  12  Edw.  2,  n.  50. 
Cart.,  12  Bdw.  2,  n.  60. 


Cart..  12  Edw.  2,  n.  64. 

Cart,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  67. 

Cart..  12  Edw.  2.  n.  68. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  68. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  69. 

Cart,  12  Bdw.  2,  n.  «L 

Cart.,  12  Bdw.  2,  n.  6*. 

Caft.,12Bdw.2,n.68. 

Cart,  11  Bdw.  2,  n.  71, 78. 

Cart,  U  Bdw.  2,  n.  78. 

Cart.,  12  Bdw.  2,  n.  79. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  82. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  88. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n,  84. 

Cart,  12  Edw.  2;  n.  86. 

Cart.,  12  Bdw.  2,  n.  87. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  89. 

Cart,  12  Edw.  2,  n.  91. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  2,  n.  1. 

Cart.  13  Edw.  2.  n.  4. 

Cart,  IS  Bdw.  2,  n.  6. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  2,  n.  7. 

Cart..  13  Bdw.  2,  n.  7. 

Cart,  IS  Edw.  2,  n.  7. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  2,  n.  12. 

Cart,  13  Edw.  2.11.14. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  2,  n.  22. 

Cart.,  13  Edw.  2,  n.  26. 
|Cart.,13Edw.2,n.28. 
COart,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  76. 

Cart.,  IS  Edw.  2,  n.  29. 
Cart.,  13  Edw.  2,  n.  30. 
Cart.,  IS  Edw.  2,  n.  31. 
Cart,  14  Edw.  2,  n.  1. 
Cart,  14  Edw.  2,  n.  7. 
Cart.,  14  Edw.  2,  n.  9. 
Cart,  14  Edw.  2,  n.  18. 
Cart.,  14  Bdw.  2,  n.  16. 
Cart,  14  Edw.  2.  n.  16. 
Cart.,  14  Edw.  2,  n.  28. 

Cart,  16  Bdw.  2,  n.  80. 


Cart.,  16  Edw. 
Cart.,  16  Edw. 
Cart,  16  Edw. 
Cart,  16  Edw. 
Cart.,  16  Edw. 
Cart,  16  Edw. 
Cart,  17  Edw. 
Cart.,  17  Bdw. 

Cart.,  17  Edw. 
Cart,  17  Edw. 
Cart.,  17  Edw. 


2,n.32. 

2,n.34. 

2,  n.  36. 

2,u.4. 

2,n.9. 

2,n.l0. 

2,n.2. 

2,n.6. 

2,  n.  10. 
2,  n.  14. 
2,  n.  16. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

PtOr 

or 

Market 

Beferenoa. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted) 

IWr 

or 

'MariEet 

Beferenoe. 

r 

P. 

Cart  17  Edw.  2,  n.  19. 

*  Btirgh  - 

keley        .\ 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Oart..4Bdw.8.n.^ete. 

Brerard 

Cambridge  •• 

P. 

Cart,  17  Bdw.  2.  n.  1». 

r  Berkeley-        r 

Gloucestor     • 

M,P. 

Oart,4Bdw.8.n.62.eto. 

Poxton 

M.F. 

Oirt,  17  Edw.  2,  n.  19. 

I     ernes           J 

Shepereth    -  j 

I 

P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  2.  ii.  19. 

!  Belton  - 

Butland 

M.P. 

Cart,4Bdw.8.n.fl6,ete. 

Dro8telan 

•         •         • 

M. 

Cart,  17  Edw.  2,  n.  21. 

*  EstonBavent- 
1 

Suffolk  •      • 

M.P. 

Cart.  4  Bdw.  8,  n.  66  etc. 

Mentoii  -      - 

Bedford 

M.P. 

Cart.  17  Edw.  2.  n.  24. 

Knaythe  -      - 
1 

Linedn-       . 

M.P. 

Cart..  4  Edw.  8,  n.  97. 

Tristelkenm    - 

Ireland 

M.P. 

Cart,  17  Edw.  2.  n.  31. 

Oswaldeetre    - 

Marches      of 
Wales. 

P. 

Oart,  4  Bdw.  8.  n.  96. 

Heydenbridge 

Northumber- 

M.F. 

Cart,  17  Edw.  2,  n.  38. 

Chepingnorton 

Oxford 

P. 

Cart..4Edw.8.n.99,eto. 

Foiton    - 

land. 
Cambridge    - 

M.F. 

Out.,  19  Edw.  2,  n.  8. 

'  Hynedon 

! 

Wilts      -       - 

P. 

Cart.  6  Bdw.  8.  n.1. 

Wolinge 

Warwick 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  2.  n.  11. 

Stoke  PogeU  - 

Buckingham- 

P. 

Oart.  5  Edw.  8.  n.  3. 

;  Album  Monas- 

Wales  - 

P. 

Cart..  6  Edw.  8.  n  6 

Sheppedon    -) 
OxabnrRh     -) 

Norfolk        -| 

M.  -) 

mutat> 
M.  ) 

Cart.  19  Edw.  2,  n.  18. 

teruim. 
;  Norton    - 

Oxford   -       - 

P. 

•^^^^  w»f  1^  ^i««Aw«  Vf  aa«  V* 

Cart..  5  Edw.  8.  n.  6. 

Bokeland 

Sussex  f 

M.P. 

Cart.  19  Edw.  2.  n.  26. 

.  Terlinge 

Essex- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  5  Bdw.  8,  n.  16. 

Rogato- 

Sussex    - 

M.P. 

Cart.  20  Edw.  2,  n.  46. 

jWykes- 

Cambridge    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  6  Bdw.  3.  n.  16. 

Oflyie      -      . 

Stafford  -       • 

M.  P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  3.  n.  46. 

'  Clyne       juxta 
,      Stonhatn. 

Sussex    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  6  Bdw.  3,  n.  20. 

,  Wakefeld 

York  - 

P. 

Cart.  6  Bdw.  8.  n.  21 

Lobenham      - 

Leicester       - 

2  M.P. 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  8.  n.  40. 

'— "— »  ■-'^   ^     Bv^w  WW  m   «#f  •«•    AMI 0 

•  Stoke   - 

Buckingham  • 

M.P. 

Cart..  5  Edw.  3.  n.  28. 

Pekeriche 

Herts - 

.M.P. 

Cart.  1  Edw.  8.  n.  41.  ' 

;  Marghasion     • 

Cornwall 

M.F. 

Cart.  6  Edw.  3.  n.  46. 

Oflyieye  -      - 

Stafford  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  3.  n.  46. 

■—     -»  ■»           —  "  ■  ^^w  *••  ^Wr» 

Ledrede  -       - 

Surrey    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  6  Bdw.  3.  n.  47. 

NewjDort  Pay- 

Buokiiighmn  - 

P. 

Cart.,  1  Bdw.  3,  n.  67. 

Tressoll 

Salop  - 

M.P. 

Cart..  6  Bdw.  3.  n.  62. 

WiMbecb 

Cambridge    - 

F.20dies 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  8,  n.  68. 

dnratur. 

Aldebuigh      - 

York      -       - 

M.  P. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  8.  n.  10. 

Brtbrigford    - 

Nottingham  • 

M.P. 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  3,  n.  65. 

Belton  - 

Rutland 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Bdw.  8,  n.  2^  82. 

Ohurch  Hall  - 

Oxford  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  3.  u  78. 

Pentiauu 

Cornwall 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Bdw.  3.  n.  29. 

OokfordStiUing 

Dorset 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  3,  u.  17. 

-w-ww  wry    -^        ■  '       "    '•  ■    ^'f     •••     *#V« 

Thomertou     - 

Gloucestor    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Bdw.  3,  n.  81. 

T(n)cliff      sup. 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Edw.  3,  n.  90. 

Brembre 

Sussex    - 

M.  P. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  8.  n.  84. 

Suffolk  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  1  Bdw.  3.  n.  22. 

Knottesford    - 

Chester 

M.P. 

Oart.,  6  Edw.  8»n.  48. 

liObenhauL      • 

Leicester 

M.P. 

OMPt..lEdw.S,n.40. 

Lalton     -       • 

Essex - 

P. 

Cart,  6  Edw.  8,  n.  46. 

Salop  burg      - 

Salop      - 

P. 

Cart.,  1  Edw.  8,  n.  78. 

Smcrdene 

Kent    - 

M.  P. 

Cart,  6  Bdw.  3,  n.  47. 

Loddowe 

Salop  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Bdw.  8,  n.  17. 

Sturminet.      - 

Dorset  - 

P. 

^  Cart,  6  Bdw.  8.  u.  40. 

Massbam 

York      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  8,  n.  27. 

"  "^  ^"F    ^^  ^i»^»  n  m  «^j    »••   ^nr« 

Harlaston 

Stafford  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  8.  n.  36. 

Weston         -^ 

M.P. 

Cart.,  6  Edw.  8,  n.  40. 

Mokan   -       - 

Hereford 

M.P. 

Oart.,  2  Edw.  3,  n.  87. 

Diohesgate   -  )• 
Wrynton       -J 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart,  6  Bdw.  8.  n.  40. 

M.P. 

Cart.  6  Bdw.  8,  n.  40. 

Bedale- 

York  - 

M.P. 

Oart.2Edw.8,n.41. 

Sutton     super 

Nottingham  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  3,  n.  45. 

Merton    -       - 

WUts    . 

M. 

J  Oart.  6  Bdw.  8.  n.  40. 

Trent. 

Elham- 

Kent      - 

P. 

Oart,6Bdw.8,n.68. 

Madanton       - 

Norfolk  -      - 

M.P. 

Cart..2Edw.3,n.6L 

StokePnges   - 

Budungham- 

P. 

Oart,  7  Bdw.  8.  n.  6.  Ac 

Northcarlton  - 

Nottingham  - 

M.P. 

Oart,  2  Edw.  8,  u.  68. 

Werke    - 

Northumber- 

M.P. 

Cart,  7  Edw.  3,  n.  18. 

Bookes    -      - 

Worcester     - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  3,  n.  66. 

land. 

Langford 

Devon    -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  7  Bdw,  3,  n.  14. 

Dene  Magna  - 

Gloucester    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  3,  n.  67. 

Poukestoke    - 

Dorset 

M.  P. 

Cart,  7  Bdw^  3,  n.  16. 

Pretton 

Norfolk  -      • 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Bdw.  8,  n.  66. 

Trikingbam    - 

Lincoln  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  3,  u.  76. 

Bydreth  -       • 

Cornwall 

M.f. 

Cart,  7  Bdw.  8,  n.  18. 

Helbome 

Derby    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  3.  n.  85. 

Columb  Magna 

Cornwall 

M.P. 

Cart..  7  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Wanbom 

Norfolk 

M.F.  8 

Cart.  7  Bdw.  3.  n.  28. 

Appelkewike  - 

York  - 

P. 

Cart,  2  Edw.  8.  n.  88. 

Obaveleswortb 

Derby    -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Bdw.  8,  n.  90. 

Kerkeby 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Cart.,  7  Edw.  3,  n.  82. 

Newerk 

Nottingham  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  8,  n.  10, 12. 

Plore   - 

Northampton 

M.P. 

Oart,  7  Bdw,  3,  n.  84. 

Wanton  - 

Surrey  - 

M.P. 

Oart,  7  Bdw.  3,  n.  40. 

Bannebury     - 

Oxford  - 

M.P. 

Cart..  8  Edw.  3,  n.  10, 12. 

"  ■       "^»   •    ^^■•m  w»  V  ^'j   •••   mvm 

Wygan- 

Lancaster     - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  8,  n.  14. 

Prescoto 

Lancaster     - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  7  Bdw.  8,  n.  48. 

Drayton- 
Dunstune 

Wintrlngham- 

Lincoln 

M.:^. 

Oart,  7  Bdw.  8,  n.  44. 

Oxford 

P. 

Cartn  8  Bdw.  8.  n.  42. 

Wanton  - 

Surrey  - 

M.f. 

Oart.  8  Bdw.  8,  n.  8. 

ShingeldweU  - 

Kent  - 

M.P. 

Oart.  4  Bdw.  8,  n.  9. 

Hardelegh      - 

Wales-      '    . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  8»n.  9. 

Tnrrook        -"J^ 
Eleford         -J 

Morton    -       - 

Devon   - 

M.t. 

Cart..  8  Bdw.  8.  n.  18. 

Essex     -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  4  Edw.  3.  n.  10. 

Heveresfaam  - 

Westmoreland 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Bdw.  3.  n.  14. 

Blyburg 

Suffolk 

M.P.) 

Hoghston 

Buckingham - 

M.T. 

Oart.,  8  Edw.  8,  n.  16. 

Ayn^o 

Northampton 

Cart..  4  Edw.  3,  n.  18. 19. 

KiUum   -       - 

York    - 

M.P. 

Oart..  8  Bdw.  3.  n.  17. 

Halsted  •      - 

Essex     -      - 

M.P. 

Oart.,  4  Bdw.  8,  n.  82, 83,  A  84. 

Stopelton 

Salop    - 

M.?. 

Oart.8Edw.3  u.ao. 

Guyting 

Gloucester    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  4  Edw.  8.  n.  40. 

WeUes    -       - 

Somerset 

M.f. 

Oart;.,8Bdw.8,n.a«,Ao. 

Agham- 

Lincoln  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  8,  n.  42. 

HuUemorton- 

Warwick       • 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Bdw.  3,  n.  24. 

Melford    -      ■ 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  4  Bdw.  3,  n.  43. 

Bfassingham 
Magna. 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

Oart.,  8  Bdw.  8,  n.  81. 

Stowe  - 

Gloucester     - 

M.F. 

Cart.  4  Edw.  3.  n.  46. 

Lantrithton    - 

Wales    - 

M.P. 

Oart.,  8  Bdw.  8,  n.  82,  Ac 

Skriue     ■       - 

Middlesex     - 

M.P. 

Cart,  4  Edw.  8.  n.  46,  etc. 

Stork    - 

Buckingham  • 

M.P. 

Oart,  8  Edw.  3,  n,  86. 

Bangor    • 

Wales     -       - 

P. 

Cart,  4  Bdw.  3.  n.  51. 

Deneby    • 

Derby   -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  8  Edw.  8.  n.  42. 

Bredon 

Leicester 

P. 

Cart..  4  Edw.  3.  u.  53. 

Wintringtou  - 

Lincoln  * 

M.P. 

Cart,8»*w.8,u.46t 
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Flaoe. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted). 

Pair 

or 

Market 

ll<  f(!reiice. 

Basanffbom  --^ 
Badbnrgham  ) 

Cambridge     - 

M.  P. 

•Cart.,  9  Edw.  8.  n. «. 

Aber     - 
Levenhales     - 

Wales    .       - 
Hereford 

8  P. 
M.  P. 

Cart.,  13  Edw.  3,  n.  14. 
Cart.,  14  Edw.  3,  n.  6. 

Chestbunt      - 

Hertford 

M.  P. 

J 

CUxston 

Suffolk 

-M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  3,  n.  9. 

Lannadeverye 

South  Wales  - 

P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  9. 

Pord  Castr'     - 

Northampton 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  3  n.  29. 

Watford  - 

Herts     -       - 

P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  3,  n.  12. 

Blyburgh 

Suffolk  - 

M.P. 

Oirt.,  14  Edw.  8,  n.  34. 

Paresley 

Stafford 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  S,  n.  14. 

Monyashe 

Derby 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  8  n.  41. 

Lansddoum    - 

South  Wales - 

M.P. 

Csrt.,  9  Edw.  3,  n.  15. 

Binbroke 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  14  Edw.  8,  n.  45. 

Boughrede 

Wales    -       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  8,  n.  20. 

Keston 

Huntingdon  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  16  Edw.  8,  n.  18. 

Abreford 

York     - 

M.P. 

Cart,,  9  Edw.  3.  n.  21. 

Maddeley 

Stafford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  15  Edw.  3.  n.  14. 

Saunford 

Devon    • 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Tysho    - 

Warwick       • 

M.P. 

Cart..  16  Edw.  3,  n.  14. 

Pewell. 
De  La  Lee       - 

Lincoln  • 

M.P. 

Cburt..9Edw.8,n.28. 

Gosberkerk     - 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  15  Edw.  8,  n.  17. 

Dachett 

Buckingham  - 

P. 

Cart..9Bdw.8,n.81. 

Candlesby       - 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  15  Edw.  3,  n.  21. 

Kerkeby 

York    - 

M.  P. 

Cart..  9  Edw.  8.  n.  84. 

Aberfh) 

Wales    .       - 

M.P. 

Cart..  16  Edw.  3.  n.  5. 

Nerford 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  2  Edw.  8.  u.  84. 

Wodebnge      - 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

(3art.,16Edw.3,n.9. 

Berton    • 

Somerset 

P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  39. 

Wylteford       - 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  16  Edw.  8,  n.  11. 

Abinffton 

M. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  43. 

Essex. 

M.P. 

Cart..  16  Edw.  3.  n.  12. 

Lantrithlon     - 

North  Wales - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8.  n.  56. 

Lee       . 

- 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  3,  n.  6. 

BarinKton 

Cambridge    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,  n.  59. 

Lindefeld 

Sussex 

M.P. 

Cart..  17  Edw.  8,  n.  7. 

Lantrillon      - 

North  Wales - 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8.  d.  69. 

Holecombe     • 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  3,  n.  9. 

ShepstaU 

Cornwall 

M.P. 

Cart.,  9  Edw.  8,0.  70. 

Balyogary 

Ireland  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  3.  n.  20. 

Stavele         in 

Westmoreland 

M.  P. 

Cart..  2  Edw.  8,  n.  71. 

Norton    - 

M. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Kendale. 
HeUeeton 

Cornwall 

M.P. 

Cart.,  10  Edw.  8,  n.  6, 7. 

Buttet  Bam    • 

York    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  3.  n.  28. 

Tamworth 

Warwick       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  10  Edw.  8.  n.  18. 

Suthkjrme 

Lincohi  - 

P. 

Cart.,  17  Edw.  8.  n.  29. 

Stratheleine   - 

Irebind  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  10  Edw.  8.  n.  26. 

Pilton     juxta 

Barnstaple. 
Dalwode 

Devon    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  18  Edw.  8,  n.  6. 

Tanete          -"^ 
Gillingham  J 

Kent    - 

M.P. 

Cart..  10  Edw.  3,  n.  81. 

Dorset 
Cambridge    - 

P. 
M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  8,  n.  12.      " 

Fynnore  - 
Newcastle       • 

Middlesex      - 
Stafford 

M.P. 
P. 

Cart.  10  Edw.  8,  n.  81. 
Cart,  10  Edw.  8,  n.  88. 

Badbumham  • 
Chestbunt      - 

Herts 

M. 
M. 

{►Cart,  18  Edw.  8,  n.  18. 

Bv'este    -      ■ 

Hampshire    • 

M.P. 

Cart,  10  Edw.  8.  n.  47. 

Boughes 

. 

M.P. 

Wrotling       --^ 

M.P. 

•^ 

Farnebergh     • 

Kent      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart,  18  Edw.  3,  n.  19. 

Boostap©       •  > 

Sussex         '< 

P. 

•Cart..  11  Edw.  8,  n.  8. 

Stodley 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart.l8Edw.8,n.2L 

Dalinton        J 

[^ 

P. 

. 

Hales  Owenne 

Salop     .       . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  8,  n.  27. 

Acford  Nlcholai 

Dorset    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  16. 

Norton    - 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart.  19  Edw.  3,  n.  6. 

Lichefeld        - 

Stafford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Winterton 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  8.  n.  9. 

Smethe   - 

Kent    - 

M.P. 

Cartn  11  Edw.  8,  n.  26. 

Clive        juxta 
liCwes. 

Sussex    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  19  Edw.  8,  n.  15. 

Cherthstretton 

Salop  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  SO. 

Thorkesey 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart..  19  Edw.  3.  n.  17. 

£.ingewode      - 

Hants    - 

P. 

Cart..,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  32. 

Bepinghall     - 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  3.  u.  6. 

Wherlneton    - 
Wedinore 

York  . 
Somerset 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  48. 
Cart.,  11  Edw.  8.  n.  44,  Ac, 

Corby - 
Guilford        •) 

Surrey   -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  3,  n.  6  and  7. 

Lenham 

Kent  - 

P. 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  58. 

Whittford 

Devon 

P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  3,  n.  11. 

Northampton 

Northampton 

per 

Cart.,  11  Edw.  8,  n.  67. 

Wilm'sley       - 

York      -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  20  Edw.  8,  n.  22, 

ViUa. 

unum 
mensem 

Staynford 

York   - 

M.P. 

Cart,  21  Edw.  3,  n.  1. 

Whatton 

Nottingham  - 

M.  P. 

Cart,  12  Edw.  8,  n.  4. 

HavMnglond   - 

Norfolk  -       . 

M.P. 

Cart,  21  Edw.  3,  n.  8,  Ac. 

Banham  - 

Norfolk 

M.P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  8,  n.  6. 

Lee       . 

Gloucester  and 
Hereford. 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  3,  n.  4,  Ac. 

Stowmkett. 

Suffolk  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.  12  Edw.  8,  n.  8. 

Wichamton     - 

Dorset    - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8,  n.  7. 

Bures  • 

Essex  . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  8,  n.  9. 

Grafton 

Wilts  - 

M.P. 

Cart,  21  Edw.  3.  n.  8. 

Netherton       - 

Lancaster     - 

M.T. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  8  n.  19. 

Navenby 

Lincoln  - 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8.  n.  9. 

Henles  - 

South  ^  ales  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Grunham 

. 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8,  n.  10,  Ac. 

Merstham 

Surrey    - 

M.P. 

Cart,  12  Edw.  8,  n.  27. 

Wigenhall 

Norfolk  -       - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8,  n.  14. 

Whythymesse 

York  - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  3.  n.  29. 

Killing-      '    - 

- 

M. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8,  n.  16,  Ac. 

Skipse    - 

. 

M.P. 

Cartn  12  Edw.  8,  n.  80. 

Botill       -       - 

Cumberland  • 

M.P. 

Cart,  21  Edw.  3,  n.  17. 

Oroby 

Lincoln  • 

M.  P. 

Cart.,  19  Edw.  3. 11. 30. 

Stowmarkett  • 

Suffolk   - 

M.P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  3,  n.  28. 

Stebbing        -^ 
Wodhamni-    J 

Essex    - 

M.  P. 

Cart..  12  Edw.  8,  n.  86. 

Wondover     O 
Brohull         .) 

P. 

Cart.,  21  Edw.  8,  n.  26. 

ferres. 
Luton    - 

Bedford 

M.P. 

Cart.,  12  Edw.  3,  n.  48. 

Kingesbramp- 
ton. 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Cart..  22  Edw.  3.  n  1.2. 

Wymundwold 

Leicester       > 

M.P. 

Cart..  12  Edw.  8.  n.  44. 

Portbury 

. 

M.P. 

Cart..  22  Edw.  3.  n.  19 

Bughtord 

Lancaster 

M.P. 

Cart..  18  Edw.  3.  n.  3. 

Newport  juxta 
Berklee. 

Gloucester     - 

P. 

Cart..  22  Edw.  3,  n.  20. 

Worsted        -"i 
Sloley-          0 

Norfolk       -| 

M.P. 
P. 

^Oart.,18Bdw.S  n.4. 

Bunihani 
Goldhanger    - 

Essex     - 
Essex - 

M.P. 
M.P. 

Cart..  22  Edw.  8,  n.  28. 
Cart.,  22  Edw.  3,  n.  26. 

Pinoebek.       - 

Linoohi 

M.P. 

Cart.,  18  Edw.  8,  n.  12. 

Esheteford      - 

Kent      .       - 

P. 

Cart.,  22  Edw.  3,  n.  26. 

Digiti: 
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Places 

Oountr 
(where  noted). 

VUr 

or 

Market. 

Beference. 

Place. 

County 
(where  noted) 

Fair 
M.^ 

Reference. 

Menyassh       - 

Derby- 

M.F. 

Cart..22Edw.8.n.t7. 

Ford       •      • 

Northnaber- 
Und. 
York      .      . 

:m.  f. 

P*t..88Bdw.8.pt.«,m.ll. 

Folkestoii       • 

Kent      •      . 

M. 

Cart..aBdw.8.n.». 

Duffeld 

M.F. 

Ctrt,87Bdw.8,n.6. 

Chienton 

Leicester     0 

M.P. 

Cart..«Edw.J,n.4a. 

Jslepe     •      - 

Bedford 

M.F. 

Cait.,88Bdw.8,n.4. 

GlentnerteU  - 

Goodmersham 

Kent     ,.      . 

M.F. 

Cart,  88  Bdw.  8,  n.  6. 

HoKe   . 

wnts    .     - 

M.P. 

Cart..aBdw.3,n.4fc 

Middleton      • 

Hants. 

M.F. 

Cartn88Bdw.8,n.6. 

North  Newbald 

York  . 

H.F. 

Cart..  23  Bdw.  3,  n.  44. 

Penorioh 

StalEoid 

M.F. 

Cart.,  88  Bdw.  8,  n.  7. 

Bemwdl 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart,88Bdw.S»n.l. 

ilcton  Bumell 

Satop  • 

M.F. 

Cart.  88  Edw.  8,  n.  12. 

Bergbdon       • 

Euthmd 

M.F. 

Cart.,  28  Bdw.  3.  n.  9. 

Badeleet 
Wykinges. 
ham. 

Beriu     •      . 

2  P. 

Cart.,  88  Bdw.  8,  n.  It. 

Aikhall   - 

York     .      . 

M.F.. 

Cart.«24Edw.S»n.l2. 

Tettetmry      • 

Oloooester    • 

F. 

Oart.,24Edw.8,n.lO. 

DeLaZele      • 

Kent  • 

M.F. 

Cart..  80  ft  40  Bdw.  8,  n.  6. 

Werkesope     - 

Nottingham  • 

M.F. 

Cart.  24  Bdw.  3,  n.  2. 

Gravesend 

Kent      .      . 

M.F. 

Cart.  80  ft  40  Bdw.  8.  n.0. 

Sheffeld 

York.     .      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  24  Bdw.  8,  u.  2. 

Poriock  .      . 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Cart.,  30  ft  40  Bdw.  8,  n.  10. 

Kerkeby    Ste- 

Westmoreland 

M.F. 

Ourt.,  26»28k  ft  27  Edw.  8.  n.S. 

Tuffeld. 

Devon    - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  80  ft  40  Edw.  8,  n.  18. 

phan. 

York      .      . 

M.F. 

Cart,  25.26»  ft  27  Bdw.  8.  n.  d. 

Buntingford  - 

Herts 

M.F. 

Cart,  41  Edw.  3,  n.  6, 7. 

Stanndon 

•         •         . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  41  Edw.  8,  n.  7. 

Sutton  in  Oole- 

Warwick       • 

M.F. 

Osrt.,  25,26,  ft  27  Edw.  8,n.ll. 

fekL 
CoUngbom     - 

WiiU    .      . 

M.F. 

Cart.  28, 26,  ft  27  Edw.  8.  n.  12 . 

Cobeham 

Kent      .      - 

M.F. 

Oart,4lEdw.8,n.l2. 

Michelcherch- 

Wales. 

M.P. 

Cart,  25,28,ft  27£dw.8kn.  IS. 

Mussenden     . 

Buckini^iam  - 

M.F. 

Car    41  Edw.  8,  n.  13. 

Mbmg 

Norfolk  •      • 

M.F. 

Cart,85,26,ft27Edw.8.n.l8. 

Capel8ci.Jacobi 
de  Holte. 

Dorset    .      - 

P. 

Cart..  48  Edw.  3^  n.  3. 

F&ieehered     - 

Huntingdon  • 

M.F. 

CBrt.,2B,26,ft27Edw.8,n.l6. 

Arde  Villa      . 

Franco 

M.F. 

Cart,  42  Edw.  8,  n.  6. 

Bnckftwtetegh 

ItoTon    • 

M.'i 
F.  ) 

Kirkbome      • 

York    .-      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  48. 41,  ft  46  Edw.  8.  n.  4.^ 

Brente    •      • 

CartI,  26, 36,  ft  27  Edw.8.n.  17. 

Bethon   .      • 

Somerset 

2M. 

Cart,  43.44.  A  46  Bdw.  8.  n.  5. 

Cokjogton     * 

Deron    • 

M.F. 

CBrt,28,26kft27Edw.8,n.S7. 

Harleston 

Norfolk 

M. 

Cart.,  48. 44k  ft  46  Edw.  3,  n.  18. 

Folnn    • 

Cornwall 

M.F. 

Cart,  26, 26,  ft  27  Edw.  8,n.SB. 

Westhorp 

SufTolk 

M.F. 

Cart,  46  Bdw.  8,  n.1. 

Motesfonte     - 

Hanto    •      • 

M.F. 

Cart,25, 26,ft  27  Edw.8,n.28. 

Frenge    • 

Norfolk 

ILF. 

Cart.  46  Edw.  8,  n.L 

Hieme    -      - 

Kent  . 

M.F. 

Cart„25,2e,ft27Edw.8,n.31. 

Bettford 

Nottin^iam  - 

P. 

Cart,  46  Bdw.  8,  n.  6. 

Bradwater      . 

Sussex  .      . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  47, 48. 40. 6<^  ft  51  Bdw. 

Wosterham     - 

•         •         • 

M.F. 

Cart,  85, 26,  ft  27  Edw.  8,  n.  82. 

8,n.l6. 

Bnrle  Villa     - 

Rutland 

P. 

Cart,  47, 48, 4%  60^  ft  61  Bdw. 

Frwnton 

•         •         • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  26,26,  ft27£dw.8kn.  82. 

3,  n.  17. 

Bnckton  -      - 

Northampton 

F. 

Cart.,26,26,ft87Eaw.8,n.84. 

Beaulien 

Worcester     - 

M.F. 

Cart,  47. 48,40, 6«,  ft  61  Edw. 
8,n.l0. 

HAmelhoke    - 

Hants    •      • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  28  Edw.  8,11.8. 

Coleworth      . 

M.  P. 

Cart,  47. 48, 40, 60.  ft  61  Bdw. 
3,  M.  21, 22. 

Hebnigg 

Essex  • 

M.F. 

Cart,28Edw.8,n.9. 

Holt      •       . 

Worcester     - 

P. 

Cartn  47. 48, 40, 60,  ft  51  Bdw«. 
3.U.28. 

Elmestedo 

Kent      •      • 

M.F. 

Oart.,28Edw.8,n.lO. 

Bicgenhnll  in 
Buroestre. 

Oxford 

M.F. 

(  Pat,  17  Hen.  6,  pt  2;  m.  24.. 
lau1i.,lBic2,n:28r 

Cnkemad       - 

York  . 

M.F. 

Csrt.,28Edw.8,n.ll. 

Mansfield       • 

F. 

Close.lRic.8.m,26dors. 

Bryncsfeld     - 

Gloucester    • 

M.F. 

Cart..28Edw.8,n.l4. 

Shirereton      . 

York      •      . 

M.F. 

Cart.,lRic.?,n..l. 

Ambreslay 

Worcester     • 

M.F. 

Cart.,2aEdw.8,n.l8. 

Clavering 

•         - 

M.F. 

Cart.lRic.2,n*'10. 

Tene 

Oxford 

M.F. 

Cart,  20  Bdw.  8,  n.  2. 

Sheriffhoton  . 

. 

M.F. 

Cart.lRIc2,n.O. 

Pordington     - 

Dorset    •      - 

M.F. 

CBrt,29Edw.d,n.4. 

Otery      -      - 

Devon 

M.P. 

Cart.,lRic.2.n.l2. 

Orste       -      - 

Essex  • 

M.F. 

Cart.,  20  Bdw.  8,  n.  7. 

Oterye- 

•         .         ■ 

M.F. 

Cart..  1  Rio.  ?,  n.  12. 

Tettebiuy      - 

Gloucester     - 

F. 

Cart,  20  Bdw.  8,0. 8. 

Shepey  Queens- 

burgh. 
Notingham     - 

Kent      •      - 

M.P. 

Cart.  1  Ric.  2,  n.  13. 

Lenham  - 

Kent  • 

F. 

Cart,  20  Bdw.  8,  n.  18. 

Nottingham- 

P. 

OBrt..lBic2.n.l8. 

Bemnte 

Cornwall 

F. 

Cart,  30  Bdw.  8.  n.l. 

Burcester 

Oxford   -      . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  1  Ric.  2.  n.  26. 

Harthier.      • 

Herts    . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  80  Bdw.  8,  n.  8. 

Fransham 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart..lBic.2,n.27. 

Wcldon 

Northampton 

F. 

Cart.,  80  Bdw.  8,  n.  12. 

Bogate    .      . 

Sussex   - 

M.P. 

Cart..  1  Ric.  2,  n.  28. 

HoUandbrugge 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Out.,  80  Bdw.  3,  n.  1& 

GissingVQla  . 

•         ■         • 

M.P. 

Ckrt.2Rio.2,n.l. 

Riplay     .      . 

York  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  81  Bdw.  3,  n.  8. 

TJkkefUd 

Sussex   •      • 

F. 

Cart,2Bic2,n.2. 

Kjnardeste    • 

Hereford       - 

M.F. 

CartHSlBdw.8,n.4 

Newerk 

Nottini^uun. 

P.^ 

York  . 

F. 

Cart,82Edw.3,u.2. 

Luda      «       - 

• 

"• 

Cart.,  2  Ric.  %n.  4. 

Tollerton 

York      .      . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  82  Bdw.  8,  n.  8. 

Slafford 

. 

M.J. 

Apuldre  - 

Kent  . 

M.F. 

Cart.  82  Bdw.  .3,  n.  7. 

Bodenham      • 

Hereford      . 

M.P. 

Cart,  2  Rio.  2,  n.  11. 

Bmgenorth    • 

Sak>p     •      . 

F. 

Cart,88Edw.8,n.ll. 

Hemenale  Villa 

. 

M.F. 

Cart,8Bie.2.n.8. 

Wbitingham  - 

York  and  Lan- 
caster. 

WUto  . 

M.F. 

Cart..  84  ft  86  Edw.  8,  n.  7. 

Hemenhale     - 

•         •         . 

M.P. 

Cart.  8  Ric  2.  n.  3. 

M.F. 

Cart,  84  ft  85  Bdw.  8,  n.  8. 

Blsing  . 

. 

M.F. 

Cart..8Rie.2,D.O. 

Estbridggford 

Nottingham. 

M.F. 

Cart,  84  ft  86  Bdw.  8,  n.  10. 

Gouthorst      . 

Kent      •      . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  8  Ric  2.  n.  18. 

Leicester 

Leioester 

M.F. 

Cart,  84  ft  85  Bdw.  ^n.  18. 

Witham       et 

Neohkud. 
Assuvens'  Ciri* 

ESMX. 

M. 

Cart.,  8  Ric  2,  u.  22. 

Qvnpeden      • 

Gloucester    • 

F. 

Cart.,  84  ft  86  Edw.  8,  n.  21. 

•         •         • 

M.P. 

Cart.  3  Ric  2.  n.  24. 

las  ft  Villa. 

Buntingford  • 

Herts . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  84  ft  86  Edw.  8,  n.  22. 

Nottine^iam. 

P. 

Cart,  4  Ric  2,  n.  6. 

WhitohuToh   - 

Salop     •      . 

F. 

Cart.,  86  Bdw.  3.  n.f 

Witton  .       ."^ 
Alresiord      -i 

P.  1 

Cart.,  4  Ric  2,  n.  11. 

r  Out.  36  Edw.  8,0. 14. 
lnit.,5Hen.4kPtl,m.4. 

Stafford.      - 

Cart.  4  Ric  2.  n.U. 

DCrokeshalle  - 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Aynlfft       • 

LfaMOhi 

M.P. 

Cart..  5ft6Ric2n.l. 

norland 

Westmorehmd 

M.F. 

Ca^.,86Edw.8,n.2L 

Eppevorth     - 

•         •         • 

M.F.- 

Cart,6ft4llic2.n.l. 

Then* 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Cart,  86  Bdw.  8.  n.  22. 

Lekhigfdd     . 

York      .      . 

M.P. 

Qurt,  5  ft  6  Ric  2,  n.  2. 

A    55720. 
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Place. 

County 
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Fair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 

Place. 

County 
(whore  noted). 

Fair 
MaSet. 

Reference. 

MessiDgham  • 

Lincoln 

M.F. 

Cartn5A6Ric2,n.3. 

Devises  •      -"^ 
Samm           -  J- 
RAmbery       -J 

rp. 

-V 

Melindreeanqr 
infra  Dnium. 

. 

F. 

Cart..5*6Bio.S.n.4. 

wnts    .     - 

1  ^' 

(\rt^l5.16,Ai7Rlc?.n.». 

de  Lamindo* 

I  F. 

^ 

very. 
Bodi&am 

Maddeley       - 

Sussex 
Hereford 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart..  5  &  6  Ric  2,  n.  9. 
Cartw,  6  &  6  Ric  2,  n.  8. 

Shireborae 
Bokingham     - 

Dorset 
Berks    •      - 

M.F. 
P. 

Cart,  15,16,  ft  17  Ric  2.n. 

Semir       •      - 

York      .       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,6&«Ric.2.n.lO. 

Dorset 

M.F. 

CartL,15.16.ftl7Rlc.2.n,5. 

Polruan 

Cornwall 

M.F. 

Caru,5&6Ric2,n.l3. 

Godalming    -') 
Chidingfold  .; 

Surrey  • 

M.F. 

Cart.  16, 16.  ft  17  Ric  2.  n.  5. 

Lennally 

Hereford 

M.F. 

Cart.,7A8Rictn.9. 

Soirey 

M.F. 

Cart.,  15, 16, 417  Ric -n.  6. 

Stratford 

Sussex   -      * 

M.F. 

Cart.,7&8Ric.2.n.lO. 

Maghfeld 

Sussex   •      . 

M.F. 

Cart.  1M6,  ft  17  Ric  2,  n.  L 

Lectcn     - 

Huntingdon  - 

M.F. 

CartL.7&8Ric.2,n.lS. 

Berkley   - 

Gloucester    - 

P. 

Cart..  18  ft  19  Ric  2.  n.  7. 

Jxworth  Villa. 

Suffolk  -       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,7&8Ric.2.n-14. 

Kermerdine    - 

Wales 

M.P. 

Cart.  18  ft  19  Ric  2.  n.  16. 

Bunicey   - 

Freningham 
VillaT 

Kent      -      - 

M. 

M.F. 

Cart.,7&8Ric.2,n.l7. 
Cart,7&8Ric.2.n.l9. 

Prcatbury 
Chasten 

Gloucester    • 
8ak>p     -      • 

M. 

M.F. 

^  Cart..  18  ft  19  Ric  2,  n.  17- 

Erflangm'ing  - 

Sussex   - 

M.F. 

Cartn7&8Rlc.2,n.24. 

Alvaninton     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  18  ft  19  Itic  2.  n.  18. 

Bradewater     . 

Lancaster 

M. 

Cart..7&8Ric.2,n.27. 

Erde      •       - 

Kent      -      • 

M.F. 

Cart.  20  Ric  2.  n.  5. 

Canterbury     • 

Kent      r      - 

4F. 

Cart.,7ft8Ric2,n.32. 

Draiton  Beaset 

Stafford  -       . 

M.F. 

Cart.21,22,ft  2$Rlc2,n.5. 

Harinffworth 

Ga8tr. 
Preston 

Northampton 
Kent      . 

M.F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  0  &  10  Ric.  2,  u.  3. 
Cart.,  9  &  10  Ric.     n.  13. 

Mulbura  VUla- 
Mulbume  Burg 

M.F. 
M.F. 

|cart.,2l,22,ft23Ric  2,  n.2i. 

Loffwyko 

Herts 

M.F. 

Cart.,  9  &  10  Ric.  2.  n.  21. 

Taunton 

Devon    • 

F. 

Cart.  21. 22.  ft  28  Ric  2,  n.  10. 

Loffwyke 

Northampton 

M.F. 

Cart,  9  410  Ric  2,  n.  21. 

Paresis 

Staflbrd 

M.F. 

Cart;..  21, 22.423  Hie  2,  n.  6. 

Bradwater 

Lancaster 

F.    • 

Cart.,  n,  12,  &  13  Ric.  2.  n.  6. 

Walshale    ,  - 

Stafford 

M.F. 

Cart.,21  22,  ft  23  Ric.  2.  n.  6. 

Bemwell 
Middelham    • 

Kent      -       - 
York  . 

M.F. 

Cart..  11. 12,  k  18  Ric.  2,  n.  U, 
Cart,  11, 12,  ib  13  Ric.  2,  n.  21. 

Bradeford       - 
Estwitton 

York     •      - 

York  - 

M.P. 
M.F. 

ObH.,  21, 22,  ft  23  Ric  2,  n.  6. 
Cart.,  1  Hen.  4.  pt  3,  n.  8. 

UcMold 

Storghton 

Sussex 

M.3F. 

Cartu,lHen.4,pt2,n.6. 

Heiwode 

Enemero  Villa 

- 

M.F. 

CBrt.,2Hon.4.pt2,n.l. 

langedon      • 

Bongh    in    le 
Mershe  Villa. 

Llncohi  • 

M.F. 

Cart.  2  Hen.  4^  pt  2.  n.  8. 

Buggell 

Stafford        • 

M.F. 

Cart..  11. 12,  it  13  Ric.  2,  n.  27. 

Matersley       • 

Nottingham  • 

M.P. 

Cart,3ft4Hen.4.n.l. 

Kannocbyry 
Brewode 

Bury  St.  Ed- 

munds. 
Alfrtsheton     • 

Suffolk  - 
Sussex  - 

F. 
mutat 
M.F. 

Cart.6ft7Hen.4^n.L 
Cart,6ft7Hon.4,n.2. 

Berewick 

Peuxans  - 

Cornwall 

M.F. 

Cart.,6ft7Hen.4^n.3. 

Eocleshale     •. 
Presie     .      - 

Salop,  bis.     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  11, 12.  &  13  Ric.  2,  n.  27. 

Rye  Villa        - 
Pontefif«lt       - 

Sussex  - 
York      -      - 

M. 

mutat. 
M.ft 

rairt.6ft7Hen.4,  n.  9. 
I     Cart.,18Edw.l. 
Cart.,  9  Hen.  4in.  9. 

Salowe 

Derby    .       . 

JI.F. 

Cart..  U,  IB.  A 13  Ric.  2,  n.  27. 

Bothwell 

. 

dart,  9  Hen.  4.  n.  10. 

Jchentou 

Warwick      - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11, 12;  A 13  Ric.  2.  n.  27. 

Mere  Villa      - 

Wilts   • 

M.F. 

|cart,9Hen.4,n.ll. 

Burton  in  Wire- 
hale. 
Lichfeld  .       • 

Chester  - 

M.F. 

Cartn  11, 12,  A 18  Ric.  2,  n.  27. 

Mere 

Wilts  • 

M. 

Stafford 

F. 

Cart.,  11,12.  &  13  Ric.  2,  n.  27. 

Slierwode 

Nottingham  - 

M.ft 

2F. 
M.F. 

Cart.,  10, 11,  &  12  Hen.  4,n.  2. 

Hiddelluun     - 

York     .      . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  11, 12.*  13  Ric2,n.  21. 

Warsope 

Nottingham  - 

Cart.,  10,  U,  ft  12  Hen.  4,  n.  2, 

Bemwell 
Bemwell 

Cambridge    • 

F. 

F. 

Cart.,11, 12;  &  13  Ric.  2,  n.  16. 
Cart.  11,  It  ft  18  Ric.  2.  n.  U. 

Clyye  Villa      - 
Clyve   - 

Sussex  - 
^nssex 

M.2F. 
M.F. 

Cart,10.11,  ft  18Hen.  4,n,9. 

Epping  bruer* 

Essex     • 

M.F. 

Holdich 

. 

M.2F. 

Cart..  10, 11,  ft  12  Hen.  4,  n.  16. 

FackoU  . 

Essex- 

M.F. 

■Cart.,11.12,  A13  Ric.?,  n.  12. 

Mildenhall      - 

Suffolk  - 

m.:p. 

Cart.  13  ft  14  Hen.  4.  n.  6. 

Watbam 

Essex     •      • 

F. 

Stafford  -      - 

Stafford 

M.P. 

Ciirt..l3ftl4Hen.4*n.7. 

Bradewater    • 

Sussex 

F. 

Cart,  11. 12.  ft  13  Ric.  2,  n.  6. 

Warwick 

Warwick      - 

P. 

Cart.,  1  Hen.  5,  n.  14. 15. 

Ashton    .       - 

WUts 

M.F. 

Cart.ll,12,ftl3Ric.8.n.2. 

Wilton   • 

Wilte  • 

P. 

Oart..2Hen.6.ptl.n.ll. 

Bomesey 

Hants 

F. 

Oarti..  U.  U,  ft  18  Bic.  2,  n.  2. 

Witteney 

Oxford  - 

2  P. 

Cart.,«Hen.5,ptl.n.l6. 

Leiston 

SnOolk  •      • 

M. 

Cart,  14  Rio.  2,  n.  11. 

Westbarptre  - 

Somerset 

M.P. 

Carfn2Hen.6,pt1,n.l6. 

Stratford-      - 
Bloklegh 

Warwick       • 

Worcester    - 

ILF. 
P. 

-Cart.  14  Ric  2.  n.  It. 

Bumham 

Buckingham 

M. 

P. 

joart.  2  Hen.  5.  pt  1,  n.  17. 

▲luithleohiroh 

Worcester     • 

M.F. 

J 

Muresle  • 

Buckingliam 

M.F.' 

Cart.,3ft4Hen.5,n.2. 

Maghfeld 

Sussex 

M.F. 

Cart..l&,  16.  ft  17  Ric.  2,  n.  1. 

Wilton  - 

Wilts  - 

P. 

Cart..3ft4Hen.5.n.2ft4. 

Haselmore      - 

Surrey   • 

M.F. 

Cart,  ^,  16,  ft  17  Ric.  2,  n.  6. 

Cheping  Blanc- 
ford. 
Walshale 

Dorset  • 

P. 

Cartn  8  ft  4  Hen.  6^  n.  5. 

TydesweU      - 

Derby 

M.F. 

Cart.  15, 16;  ft  17  Ric.  2.  n.  13. 

Stafford 

M.P 

Cart..  6  Hen.  5.  n.  2. 

York     .      . 

X.F. 

Cart.,18.1C.ftl7Ric.2,n.l8. 

Waltelegh      - 

Somerset 

F. 

Cart,lto21ft24Hen.6.n.4. 

Wintarbome  • 

M,F. 

Cart,15.16,ftl7Rlc.2,ii.22. 

Spaldiwioh      - 

Huntingdon  • 

M.2F. 

Cart..  1  to  21  ft  24  Hen.  6,  n.  M. 

Castleacre      - 

Norfolk 

M. 

Cart,  15,16,417  Rio.  2.  n.  37. 

Kymbarton    • 

Huntingdon  • 

M.P. 

Cart.,1  to21ft24Hen.6.n.  19. 

Snthwike     '  • 

Hants 

M.P. 

Cart,15^16;  ftl7Ric2,  n.  84. 

BrickhuU  parva 

Buokingham 

M.2P. 

Ctfrt,  1  to21  ft  24Hen.6,  n.  19. 

Honedon 

York     •      • 

F. 

Cart.,16.1$.ftl7Rio.«,n.29. 

Tewkesbeiy    - 

Gloucester    • 

P. 

Cart.  1  to21  ft  24Hen.  6;n.  20. 

Bridelingtoa  . 

York  . 

P. 

Oart,16.16,ftl7Rie.2,n.S6. 

Crull      - 

Lincoln 

M.P. 

Cart.,  1  to  21  ft  24  Hen.  6,  n.  24 

Maweham 

York     .      . 

M. 

Oart,16,16,ftl7Rio.2.n.l9. 

Chcrdestoke   - 

Dorset   •      • 

M. 

Cart.  1  to  24  Hen.  «.n.  26. 

HalUweU 

Wa]«B 

H.P. 

Owrt„l».16,ftl7Ric2,n.7. 

Certesl^y 

Surrey  - 

P. 

Cart..  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  81. 
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Place. 

County 
(where  noted) 

.Fair 

or 

Market. 

Reference. 

Place. 
Finohamsted  - 

County 
(where  noted). 

Fair 

or 

Market 

Beferenoe. 

EveHham 

Worcester     - 

1 
M.F. 

C^rt,  1  to  24  Hen.  0,n.  33. 

Berks   • 

1 
M.  F,  :  Cart,  87  to  89  Hen.  6,  n.  12. 

WinaUam 

Norfolk 

M.2F. 

Qurt..lto24Hen.6.n.85. 

Prcsoote  - 

Lancaster 

M.     j  Cart.27to89Hen.an.18. 

Heiile        sap. 

Ttaamis. 
Eltlmm   - 

Oxford- 

!m.2F. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen. «,  n.  86. 

Wighton 

York    - 

M.F.    Cart.  87  to  88  Hen.  6»n.  14. 

Kent   • 

M.2F. 

1 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  38. 

Harlow   • 

Lincoln  - 

M.F.     Cart,27to30Hen.6,n.l7. 

Alford   • 

Lincoln 

!m.p. 

1 

Cart..  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  80. 

Fodringhay    • 

Northampton 

M.       Cartn27to30Hen.6,n.18. 

Newcastle      • 

Stafford 

F. 

Cart,  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  48. 

FoleVUla 

Dorset   •      • 

M.F. 

Cart,  27  to  381  Hon.  6,  n.  85. 

Hogguorton    • 

Oxford  - 

M.  F. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6.  n.  46. 

Eton        Juxta 
Windsore. 

Buckingham - 

M. 

Csrt.,27to88H'in.6kn.28. 

•Cambridge     • 

. 

F. 

Cart..  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  47. 

Woking  vm» . 

Norfolk  -      - 

P. 

Cart,87to38Henw6,n.30. 

Boiicbo  - 

■          •         • 

M.F. 

aurt..lto24Hen.6.n.48. 

Havont  - 

Hants   .       . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n.  3*. 

Lcirc 

Trance  - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  1  to  21  Hen.  6,  n.  4S. 

Winton  Civitas 

Hants  • 

M.F. 

Cart;.,  87  to  88  Hen.  6,  n.  36. 

Cambridge      - 

Cambridge    • 

F. 

Cart..  1  to  24  Hen.  6.  n.  47. 

Ethone 

- 

F. 

Cart.,  87  to  88  Hen.  6,  n.57, 66. 

YTindliam 

Norfolk 

M.2F. 

Ovt,lto24Hen.6,n.8S. 

Kinugnede 

. 

P. 

Cart..  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n.  57. 56. 

£ynesham     '^ 
<lhorlebur7   »j 

Oxford  -       - 

M.F. 

Cartn  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  88. 

Swanneston 
Villa. 

- 

F. 

Cartn27  to38Hen.6kn.57,66. 

Oxford  - 

M. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  C.  n.  33. 

WimbUng- 
wold. 

. 

F. 

Cart,  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n.  37, 50. 

Boucostcr 

Stafford 

M.F. 

Cart.,  1  to  21  ft  24  Hen.  6,  n.  32. 

TongeVUla    . 

. 

F. 

Cart^,27to88Hen,«,n.67,56. 

Cberdestoke  - 

Dorset    • 

M.F. 

Cbrt.,lto24Hen.6,n.27. 

Beteaworth     * 

Surrey  - 

P. 

Cart.,87to88Hen.6,n. 

"Tewkesbniy   - 

Gloucester    • 

P.  8  dies 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  C,n.  20. 

Eythome      •"" 

Kent    • 

P. 

Cart,  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n. 

Westliamham 

Wilts    . 

F. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  u.  16. 

Kingesnede  • 

Kent  - 

F. 

Cart.,  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n. 

Chaworth. 
Lotlinwistoft  - 

Nottingham  • 

M.P. 

Cart..  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  0. 

Swanneston  -  > 

Kent   - 

P. 

Can.,  27  to  88  Hen.  6,  n. 

. 

M. 

Cart.,  1  to  21  Hon.  6.  n.  10. 

WimWing* 

weld. 
Bettesworth  -J 

Kent  • 

F. 

Cart.,  27  to  38  Hen.  6,  n. 

Chepinglam* 

borne. 
Suthwick 

Berks    - 

H.2F. 

Car*.,  1  to  21  ft  24  Hen.  6,  n.  2, 

18. 
Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  17. 

Kent     -      .- 

^• 

Cart.  27  to  38  Hen.  6»n. 

Hants 

M.F. 

Swinderbpr      - 

Nottingluuu 

M.P. 

Cart,  27  to  88  Hen.  6, 88. 

Buthwerk 

Surrqr   - 

F. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6,  n.  34. 

Basfaigstoke   • 

s»ii^>  a  ■siav^/aai* 

Hantu- 

P. 

Cart,  27  to  38  Hen.  6, 47. 

Pcrlnge    - 

Sussex  • 

M. 

Cart.,  1  to  24  Hen.  6.  n.  37. 

Weststreete    - 

Cambridge    - 

M.P. 

Cartn87to38Hen.6,49. 

Eton     - 

Buckingham  • 

2F. 

*Cart..lto2lHen.6.n.41. 

Horsham 

Sussex  • 

M.F. 

Cart,  27  to  88  Hen.  6, 50. 

Coventre 

Warwick 

'k- 

Cart,  i  to  24  Hon.  6,  n.  42. 

Kingebrigg   --) 
BuckfSsstlegh  J 

M.P. 

Cartn27to88Hen.6,n. 

Charriiig 

Kent    - 

Cart,lto24Hen.e.n.43. 

Devon    • 

P. 

Cart,  27  to  80  Hen.  6»n.  15. 

Southpederton 

Somerset 

F. 

Cart,  25  ft  26  Hon.  6^  n.  5. 

Mersbefeldmag. 

Gloucestsr    - 

31,  P. 

Gart.2,8»ft4£dw4^n.l5w 

■Sabrichsworth 

Herts     .       - 

M.F. 

Cart.,  25  ft  26  Hen.  6.  n.  18. 

Donecastor     - 

York   - 

P. 

Cart,6,6,ft7Edw.4,n.2. 

Alcestcr- 

Warwick 

M.F.    Cart., 25 ft 26 Hen. 6^ n. 80.       { 

HalstedVUla- 

Ki.8ex   - 

M.F. 

Cart,5ft6Edw.4,B.6. 

Bromley  - 

Kent 

M.F. 

Cart,  25  ft  26  Hen.  6,  n.  22. 

Brljgtoke 
Hatfeld 

Northampton 

M.P. 

Cart,  5,6b  ft  7  Edw.  4,  n.  11. 

Warmestcr     - 

WUts   - 

P. 

Cart.,  25  ft  26  Hen.  6^  n.  28. 

Herts    -       - 

M.P. 

Oart,5,6.A7Edw.4,n.l2. 

Tiohefeld 

Hants. 

F. 

Cart..  25  ft  86  Hen.  6^  n.  27. 

Homsee 

York     -       - 

M. 

Cart,  41  Hen.  3,  m.  8. 

Wodebridge    • 

Suffolk 

M.F. 

Cart..  25  ft  86  Hen.  6,  n.  28. 

Esshatisford  • 

Kent   .' 

M.P. 

Chartoe,  5, 6,  A  7  Edw.  4,  n.  17. 

Estrye   • 

. 

F. 

' 

Havering  VUla 

Essex 

P. 

Cart.,  5, 6,  ft  7  Edw.  4.  n.2U: 

Holingbum    - 

Kent   • 

M.F. 

Grafton    Wid- 

vile. 
Wenlook 

Nortliampton 

M.F. 

Cart.,  5, 6,  ft  7  Edw.  4.  n.  22. 

Munketon 

Kent  - 

H. 

Cart.,  25  ft  26  Hen.  6,  D.  80. 

Salop 

M.P. 

Cart.,5,6,  ft7Edw.4,n,0. 

Hepebam       - 

Kent    . 

M. 

Castebujre 

Norfott 

M.P. 

Cart..  8. 9,  ft  10  Edw.  I^n.  8. 

Chart   - 

Kent  - 

M. 

J 

Brightatede    - 

Gloucester    - 

F. 

Cart.8,8,ftlOEdw.4«B,fi. 

fHorewode 

Buckhigham- 

M.F. 

Cart,  25  ft  86  Hen.  6,  n.  40. 

Berghstede     * 

. 

P. 

Cart,  8, 9,  ft  10  Edw.  4>n. 

Colcmo   - 

WUts   . 

M.F. 

Cart.,  25  ft  86  Hen.  6,  n«  40. 

Gaflteleaiy      • 

Somerset 

M.F. 

Cart,  8. 9,  ft  10  Edw.  4,  n.  8. 

Beaudlcy 

Worcester     - 

M.F. 

Cart..  25  ft  26  Hen.  ^n.  41. 

Eltham 

Kent 

F. 

Cart,  8, 9,  ft  10  Edw.  4,  n.  18. 

Westbury  Villa 

WUts   . 

M.P. 

Cart.,  ab  27  usq.,  30  Hen.  6^ 
Cut.,  27  to  39  Hen.  6,  n.  2. 
Cort.,27to38Hen.6,n.4. 

Asabeby 

Leicester 

F. 

Cart.  11, 18, 13.  ft  14  Edw.  4, 

n.8. 
CarLll,U13,  ft  14 Edw. 4, 

Cart..*ll.  12, 18.  ft  14  Edw.  4, 

Wcstbuiy       - 
Kingesbrig  ef^ 
Buekiastlegh  ) 

Wilts  - 
Devon  - 

M.F. 
F. 

Leicester 
Sboffenale      - 

Leicester      - 
Salop 

P. 
7dies. 
M.2P. 

Devon    • 

F. 

Cart.,27to30Heiu6,n.4. 

Layfeld 

Suffolk 

M.P. 

n.6. 
Cart.,  11, 12, 18,  ft  14  Edw.  4, 

n.8. 
Cart,  15  to  88  Edw.  4^  n.  2. 

XiDgesbiige  -^ 
Buckfastlegh  ) 

Devon  •        • 

31.  F. 

Cart.,  27  to  .•»  Hen.  6,  n.  4. 

Plympton 

Devon  • 

F. 

Devon   • 

F. 

Cart.,  27  to  30  Hen.  6,  n.  4. 

Bradford      .• 

York   . 

M.F. 

Cart,  15  to  88  Edw.  4,  n.6. 

Ceme     • 

Dorset  - 

F. 

Cartn27to30Hem6,n.ll. 

Stoke     -       • 

Soflblk 

M.F. 

Cart,  15  to  88  Edw.  4k  n.  9. 

Hankohnrch  • 

Dorset   • 

F. 

Cart.,  27  to  38  Hen.  6,  n.  11. 

Btfaerling:      • 

Norfolk 

M.F. 

Cart.  15  to  82  Edw.  4,  n.  17. 
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SOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


XX. 


Sfeqken  Extracts  from  a  Calendar  of  ]?rivy  Seal 

DOCUMEKTS. 

LFrom  the  Appendix  to  the  48th  Annual  Report  of  the 
Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  Becords,  p.  451  to 
p.  659.] 

8  Charles  1. 1632,  9  July,  10  July,  No.  225. 
Middleton,  Sir  Thos.  .  .  Grant  of  a  court  of  record 
within  the  manor  of  Chirk  and  Chirkland,  co.  Denbigh, 
for  all  actions  not  exceeding  402.,  a  weekly  market  and 
two  fairs  yearly  to  be  held  at  Llangollen  and  Llanrhaid. 
P.S. 

8  Charles  1. 1632, 15  November,  17  November,  316. 

Prideaux,  Nicholas  .  .  Grant  to  him  and  his  heirs 
of  a  weekly  market  and  two  fairs  yearly  in  Holsworthy. 
CO.  Devon.     P.S. 

8  Charles  1. 1663, 19  January,  31  January,  419. 
Panlett,  John  Lord    .    .    Grant  to  him  and  his  heirs 
of  a  weekly  market  at  Sampford  Peverell,  co.  Devon, 
on  Fridays  instead  of  Saturdays,  and  of  two  fairs  a  year 
at  Hinton  St.  (George,  co,  Somerset.    P.S. 

9  Charles  1. 1633,  4  May,  35. 
Proclamation  ordering  persons  to  sell  victuals  within 
the  ve^ee  of  the  Court,  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  clerk 
of  the  King's  household.    S.B* 

9  Charles  1. 1633, 18  May.  19  May,  76. 

Elphinston,  Wm.,  His  Majesty's  Cupbearer.  Grant 
of  a  weekly  market  on  Wednesday  and  a  yearly  fair  at 
Newton  Abbot,  co.  Devon.    P.S. 

9  Charles  1. 1633,  21  May,  162. 

Hombarston,  Henry  .  .  Confirmation  to  him  as 
Lord  of  the  manor  of  Binbroke,  of  a  licence  to  hold  a 
weekly  market  and  annual  fair  at  Binbrooke.    P.S. 

9  Charles  I.  23  May,  25  May,  169. 
Bedford,  Francis  Earl  of;  BoUingbroke,  Oliver  Earl 
of ;  It^ltravcrs,  Thos.  Lord ;  George  Edmund ;  Heath, 
Sir  Bobt.,  and  ten  others.  .  .  Charter  of  incorpora- 
tion as  governors,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty  of  the 
society  of  conservators  of  the  moors  and  marshes  within 
the  COS.  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Lincoln, 
Norfolk.  Suffolk,  and  the  Isle  of  Ely,  with  a  grant  of  a 
weekly  market  and  two  yearly  fairs  wi&in  his  manor  of 
Thorny  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  like  to  Sir 
Miles  Saudis  within  his  manor  of  Stretham.    P.S. 

9  Charles  1. 1633,  3  October,  246. 

Wentworth,  Thos.  Viscount.  .  .  Licence  to  hold- 
one  fortnightly  and  three  annual  fairs  i^  Harwood, 
CO.  York.    P.S. 

9  Charles  1. 1633, 14  December,  444. 

Confirmation  of  a  decree  of  the  Star  Chamber  made 
November  13,  1633,  regulating  the  price  of  provisions 
in  and  near  London.    S.B. 

10  Charles  L  1634, 14  May,  19May,129. 
Glenham,  Sir  Thos.    .    .    Confirmation  of  a  grant  of 

a  market  to  be  held  every  Thursday  within  the  manor 
of  Burwell,  co.  Lincoln.    P.S. 

11  Charles  L  1635,  4  June,  10  June,  151. 
Saunders,  Valentine    .    .    Grant  of  a  market  and 

fair  in  West  Braineford,  co.  Middlesex,  on  surrender 
of  a  former  grant,  to  be  held  September  1,  instead  of 
St.  Lawrence's  Day ;  also  of  another  at  the  same  place  to 
bo  held  yearly  on  May  6.    P.S. 

11  Charles  1. 1635, 19  June,  20  June,  252. 
Mordant,  Henry    .     .    Grant  in  perpetuity  of  two 
fairs  annually  within  the  manor  and  town  of  Thunderley, 
CO.  Essex.    P.S. 


11  Charles  1. 1635,  29  September,  8  October,  869. 

Pennick,  Edwd.  .  .  Grant  inperpetuityofayearly 
market  and  fair  in  Bumham  "Westgate,  co.  Norfolk* 
P.S. 

11  Charles  L  1635,  30  September,  27  October,  375. 

Quadring,  Sir  Wm.  .  .  Grant  to  him  and  his  hem 
of  a  weekly  market  and  three  yearly  fairs  within  the 
manor  of  Burgh-in-the-Marsh,  co.  Lincoln.    P.S. 

11  Charles  1. 1636, 20  January,  21  January,  662. 

Hickman,  Wm.  .  .  Grant  to  him,  now  owner  of 
Grainsborough,  Lincolnshire,  and  to  his  heirs,  of  the 
right  to  hold  two  fairs  annually,  each  fair  to  continue 
nine  days.    P.S. 

11  Charles  L  1636,  18  March,  19  March,  725. 

Arundell  and  Surrey,  Thos.  Earl  of.    .    .    Grant  of 
an  annual  fair  on  St.  Mark's  Day  in  the  town  of  Wem, 
CO.  Salop.    P.S. 


[From  the  Calendar  of  Privy  Seal  documents  from 
1634  to  1711,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle as  Lord  of  the  Privy  Seal,  and  now  among  the 
Harleion  MSS.  2262-4,  and  7344-51.] 

23  Car.  2, 1671,  Novonfiber  15,  Harl.  7344. 

For  Philip  Viscount  Strangford.  Grant  of  a  market 
to  be  held  every  other  Tuesday  in  the  year,  in  the  town 
of  Ashford,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  fot"  baying  and 
selling  all  sorts  of  cattle,  goods,  and  merchandises. 
Westm.,  15th  November.  Pat.  23,  Chas.  2,  p.  8, 
No.  14. 

4  Anne  April  28,  Harl.  7344. 

For  Sir  John  Crewe,  of  Utkinton,  co.  Chester,  Knight. 
Grant  in  fee  of  three  fairs  on  markets   to  be  held 

Searlv  at  Tarporley,  co.  Chester,  on  April  20,  and  on  the 
[ondav  next  after  the  feast  of  S.  Bartholomew,  and  on 
December  11th,  and  one  market  to  be  held  on  Thursday 
in  every  week  at  Tarporley  aforesaid,  for  buying  and 
selling  all  manner  of  cattle,  goods,  and  wares  witn  the 
tolls  and  profits  thereof.  Westm.,  Patents,  4  Anne,  p.  2, 
No.  9. 

4  Anne  June  30,  Harl.  7345. 

Grant  in  foe  to  Anthony  Niooll,  of  Penrose,  in  the 
p^ish  of  S.  Udy,  co.  Cornwall,  and  to  Edward 
Trelawny,  clerk,  rector  of  the  same  parish,  of  2  fairs 
or  markets  in  the  parish  of  St.  Udjr,  one  upon  9th  May 
and  the  other  on  3rd  September  in  each  year,  unless 
those  days  should  fall  on  Sundays,  then  the  fair  to  be 
held  on  the  Monday  following ;  all  the  profits  thereof 
to  be  in  trust  for  the  sale,  use,  and  benefit  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  S.  Udy  for  ever.  Westm., 
30  June,  4  Anne.    Pat.  4,  Anne,  p.  3,  No.  9. 

4  Anne  31  August,  Harl.  7345. 

For  Sir  John  Hobart,  baronet.  Grant  in  fee  of  a- 
market  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  in  evfery  week  in  the  town 
of  Aylsham,  co.  Norfolk,  in  lieu  of  the  market  now  and 
formerly  held  there  on  Saturday  in  every  week  for  the 
buying  and  selling  of  all  manner  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandizes commonly  sold  in  markets.  And  also  one 
fair  to  be  held  in  the  said  town  on  the  second  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  September  yearly  for 
ever,  for  the  buying  and  seUing  of  all  manner  of 
goods  and  merchandizes,  with  court  of  piepowder  and 
reasonable  piccage  and  stallage,  and  with  a  proviso 
for  determining  this  grant,  if  the  market  formerly  held 
on  Saturday  be  at  any  time  kept  after  thirtv  days 
ensuing  the  date  hereof.   Pat.  4  Anne  p.,  4,  No.  21. 

4  Anne  30  September,  Harl.  7345. 

For  Herman  Almins,  esquire.  Grant  in  fee  of  one 
fair  to  be  held  vearlj-  in  the  town  of  Braintree,  co. 
Essex,  on  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th  days  of  April,  unless 
either  of  thope  days  be  on  Sunday,  and  then  on  the 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  next  following,  for 
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baying  and  Belling  all  sorts  of  cattle,  goods,  and  mer- 
chandizes, with  court  of  piepowder  and  with  reasonable 
picoage  and  stallage.  Confirmation  also  of  the  market 
and  fair  now  and  anciently  held  in  the  said  town.  Pat. 
4  Anne,  p.  4,  No.  16. 

4  Anne  13  November,  Harl.  7345. 

For  Andrew  Quicke,  of  Newton  St.  Gyres,  oo.  Devon, 
esquire.  Grant  in  fee  of  two  fairs  to  be  held  yearly 
within  the  borough  of  Ashborton,  co.  Devon,  one  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  March  and  the  other  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  June,  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  all  sorts 
of  cattle,  goods,  and  merchandizes,  with  court  of  pie- 
powder, tolls  and  profits.    Pat.  4  Anne,  p.  4,  No.  2. 

6  Ajine  8  December,  Harl.  7346. 

Town  of  Wincalton,  co.  Somerset.  Grant  to 
Christopher  Farewell  Philip  Bennet,  senior,  Thomas 
Hussey,  esquires,  and  several  others,  of  a  market  to 
be  held  in  the  town  of  Wincalton,  co.  Somerset,  every 
Wednesday,  for  buying  and  selling  of  cattle  and  other 
things,  and  two  fairs  there  yearly,  one  on  the  Tuesdav 
next  after  the  feast  of  Easter,  and  the  other  on  the  18th 
day  of  September  (unless  it  happen  to  be  Sunday,  and 
then  on  the  Monday  following),  for  the  buying  and 
selling  of  cattle,  com,  goods,  and  merchandizes  (with 
reasonable  toll,  piccage,  and  stallage),  in  trust  for  the 
public  good  ana  profit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town,  upon  surrender  of  patent  17  March  2  &  3  Phil, 
and  Mary,  Westminster,  3  December.  Pat.  5  Ajine, 
p.  2,  No.  18. 


5  Anne  7  April,  Harl.  2263  f.  9. 

Charles  Hore  and  Bichard  Hore.  Petition  of,  to  the 
Queen  for  a  market  in  St.  John's  Street  near  ELick's 
Hall,  CO.  Middlesex,  for  the  salp  of  sheep  and  lamb 
skins.  Underwritten,  reference  to  the  Attorney  or 
Solicitor  General,  dated  at  the  Court  at  Kensington, 
7  April  1706  (should  be  1707).  [Copy.]  Annexing, 
report  of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Solicitor- General,  8 
March  1706. 

Harl.  2263,  f.  41. 

The  same.  Petition  of  the  same  to  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle. States  that  a  grant  for  the  above-mentioned 
market  lies  before  his  Grace,  and  that  a  caveat  has  been 
entered  against  it  by  the  butchers.  Pray  for  a  speedy 
bearing.     Signed,  (jharles  Hore,  Bichard  Hore. 

6  Anne  April  7,  Harl.  7347. 

The  same.  Gh*ant  of  a  market  to  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturdajr  in  every  week  for  the  term  of 
40  years  within  a  place  inclosed  with  brick  walls  called 
the  Vinegar  Ground,  being  parcel  of  a  certain  close 
called  Woodclose,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Clerken- 
well,  CO.  Middlesex,  near  »t.  John  Street,  for  the  buying 
and  selling  raw  and  undressed  skins  of  sheep  and  lambs. 
Westm.,  7  April,  6  Anne.    Pat.  6  Anne,  p.  4,  No.  8. 

7  Anne  13  May,  Harl.  7348. 

For  Bobert  Hooker,  gentleman.  Grant  in  fee  of  three 
fairs  to  be  held  yearly  m  Church  Town,  in  the  parish  of 
Camborne,  co.  Cornwall,  for  buying  and  selling  cattle 
and  all  manner  of  goods  and  wares,  one  whereof  to  be 
held  on  November  10,  11,  and  12 ;  another  on  Febru- 
ary 24,  25,  and  26  ;  and  the  other  on  June  28,  29, 
and  30,  unless  any  of  those  days  happen  to  be  Sunday, 
and  then  upon  the  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday 
following  such  Sunday,  with  reasonable  piocage  and 
stalli^e.  Westm.,  13  May,  7  Anne.  Pat.  7  Anne, 
p.  3,  No.  22. 

7  Anne  1708,  14  May.  Harl.  7,348. 

For  Bichard,  Earl  of  Burlington.  Confirmation  of  an 
ancient  weekly  market  on  Tuesday,  and  a  fair  yearly, 
held  for  three  days,  on  the  vigil,  day,  and  morrow  of 
S.  Laurence,  within  the  manor  of  Setel,  co.  York, 
OTanted  by  patent  12th  April,  33  Hen.  3,  to  Henry  de 
Percy.  Grant  in  fee  of  several  other  new  fairs  to  be 
held  yearly  within  the  town  of  Setel,  on  the  days 
followmg,  viz.,  one  fair  on  the  Tuesday  next  before 
Psdm  Sunday,  for  buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of  cattle, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize ;  another  on  15th  April 
for  sheep;  another  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  Wnit- 
Sunday,  for  all  sorts  of  cattle,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandizes;  another  on  23rd  June  for  lambs ;  another 
A     5^729. 


on  12Lh, October  for  sheep;  another  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  16th  October  for  all  sorts  of  cattle,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes ;  and  another  on  FricSiy  in 
every  other  week  •during  three  months  successively 
yearly,  to  begin  on  Friday  next  before  Ea^^ter,  for 
buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of  cattle.  Westm.,  14th 
May,  7  Anne.    Pat.  7  Anne,  p.  2,  No.  7. 

7  Anne  June  25,  Harl.  7,348. 

For  John  Hoo,  Esquire,  Serjeant-at-Law.  Grant  in 
fee  of  two  fairs  to  oe  held  yearly  at  Wedgebury, 
CO.  Stafibrd,  one  on  April  25th,  and  the  other  on  July 
23rd,  unless  either  of  those  days  should  be  Sunday,  and 
then  on  the  Monday  following,  for  the  buying  and 
selling  all  manner  of  cattle,  goods,  and  merchandize. 
Also  one  market  to  be  kept  there  on  Friday  weekly  for 
ever,  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  all  manner  of  com, 
fiesh,  fish,  and  other  provisions ;  merchandizes  com- 
monly sold  in  markets,  with  reasonable  tolls,  piccage, 
and  stallage.    Westm.,  25th  June,  7  Anne,  p.  3,  No.  16. 

7  Anne  1708,  August  12,  Harl.  7348. 

For  William  Hulett,  of  Milverton,  co.  Somerset. 
Grant  in  fee  of  two  fairs  to  be  held  yearly  at  Milverton, 
CO.  Somerset,  one  on  Easter  Tuesday,  and  the  other 
on  25th  July,  unless  it  be  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  day 
following,  for  the  buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of  cattle, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes ;  a&o  a  market  every 
Friday  for  buying  and  selling  of  com,  flesh,  fish,  and 
other  provisions,  and  all  manner  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandizes  with  reasonable  toll,  piccage,  and  stallage. 
Westm.,  12  Aug,  7  Anne.    Pat.  7  Anne,  p.  4,  No.  13. 


7  Anne  1708,  August  27,  Harl.  7348. 

For  the  Steward,  Bailiff,  and  Burgesses  of  Enares- 
borough,  CO.  York.  Grant  of  several  fairs  to  be  holden 
yearly  within  the  said  borough,  viz.*  one  fair  on  the 
Wednesday  next  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  for  buying 
and  selling  of  aU  manner  of  beasts  or  live  cattle,  and 
on  the  day  following  for  sheep;  one  other  fair  on 
April  25th  for  beasts  or  live  cattle,  and  on  the  next  day 
for  sheep,  unless  either  of  those  days  happen  to  be 
Sunday,  and  then  on  the  day  followmg ;  another  fair 
on  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  1st  day  of  August  for 
all  manner  of  beasts  or  live  cattle,  and  on  the  next  day 
for  sheep ;  another  fair  on  the  Monday  next  following 
the  29th  of  September  for  all  manner  of  beasts  or  live 
cattle,  and  the  next  day  for  sheep ;  another  fair  on  the 
day  next  before  the  Wednesday  next  following  the  l4th 
of  December  for  sheep,  and  upon  the  Wednesday  last 
mentioned  for  beasts  or  live  cattle ;  and  another  fair 
on  the  day  next  before  the  Wednesday  next  following 
the  20th  day  after  Christmas,  for  buying  and  selling 
of  sheep,  and  on  the  Wednesday  last  mentioned-  for 
buying  and  selling  of  beasts  or  live  cattle,  together 
with  the  tolls  and  profits  of  the  said  fairs.  Westm., 
27  Aug.,  7  Anne.    fat.  7  Anne,  p.  3,  No.  9. 

7  Anne  1708,  8  November,  Harl.  7348. 

For  Seroop,  Earl  of  Bridgwater.  Grant  of  four  fairs 
to  be  held  yearly  at  Brackley,  co.  Northampton,  for 
the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle  and  all  manner  of  goods 
and  wares,  one  on  the  Wednesday  next  after  the  feast 
of  S.  Valentine  the*  Bishop,  another  on  the  second 
Wednesday  in  April,  another  on  the  Wednesday  next 
after  the  feast  of  S.  Barnabas  the  Apostle,  and  another 
on  the  Wednesday  in  the  week  immediately  preceding 
Michaelmas  day,  with  reasonable  piccage  ana  stallage. 
Westminster,  8  November,  7  Anne.  Pat.  7  Anne,  p.  4, 
No.  3. 

7  Anne  1708,  29  January,  HarL  7348. 

For  John  Henley,  esquire.  Grant  in  fee  of  a  fair  to  be 
held  yearly  upon  the  downs  or  hills  called  Lambert's 
Castle  and  Hawkchurch  Down,  in  the  parishes  of  White- 
church  Cannon  and  Hawkchurch,  co.  Dorset,  upon  the 
Wednesday  next  before  the  feast  of  S.  John  the  baptist, 
for  the  buying  and  selling  of  cattle,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes, wim  the  tolls  and  profits  thereof.  West- 
minster, 29  January,  7  Anne.  Pat.  7  Anne,  p.  5,  No.  9. 

7  Anne  1708,  27  October,  Harl.  7349. 

For  Thomas  Cowley,  gentleman,  and  Edward  Bridge, 
citizen  of  London.  Grant  in  fee  of  two  fairs  to  be  held 
yearly  in  the  town  of  Donnington,  co.  Lincoln,  one  on 
May  15,  and  the  other  on  October  6,  xmless  eithor  of 
such  days  happen  to  be  Sunday,  and  then  on  the  Monday 
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BOYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET   RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


following,  for  bnying  and  Belling  all  sorts  of  cattle, 
goods,  and  merchandizes,  with  reasonable  toll,  piccage, 
and  stallage,  and  court  of  piepowder.  Westminster, 
27  October,  8  Anne.    Pat.  8  Anne,  p.  4,  No.  2. 

7  Anne  1708,  January  16,  HarL  7349 
Parishioners  of  Chagford,  co.  Devon.  Grant  in  fee 
to  Andrew  Dayy  and  others  of  a  market  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday  in  every  week,  in  the  parish  of  Chagford, 
CO.  Devon,  for  buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of  provisions, 
goods,  and  merchandizes  usually  sold  in  markets ;  the 
same  to  be  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
parishioners  there.      West.,   16  Jan.,  8  Anne.      Pat. 

8  Anne,  p.  5,  No.  13. 

7  Anne  1708,  June  29,  Harl.  7350. 

For  William  Blathwayt,  esquire.  Grant  of  a  fair  to 
be  held  on  the  11th  and  12th  days  of  August  yearly,  at 
Lansdowne,  co.  Somerset,  for  buying  and  selling  all 
manner  of  cattle,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandizes,  for 
95  years  ;from  Michaelmas  day  1708,  with  reasonable 
piccage  and  stallage.    Westm.,  29th  June  1710.    Pat. 

9  Anne,  p.  3,  No.  7. 

9  Anne,  July  8,  Harl.  7350. 

For  John  Harris,  of  Mount  Boone,  co.  Devon, 
esquire.    Grant  in  fee  of  two  fairs  to  be  hold  at  a 


certain  place  called  the  Downs,  within  his  own  manor 
of  Norton  Dawnev,  alias  Townstall,  in  the  same  county, 
one  fair  to  be  held  on  thci  10th,  11th,  and  12th  days  of 
March,  and  the  other  on  the  10th,  11th,  and  12th  days 
of  October  yearly,  unless  any  of  the  said  days  happen 
to  be  Sunday,  then  on  the  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday  following,  for  the  buying  and  selling  of 
live  cattle  and  all  manner  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandizes whatsoever,  with  reasonable  piccage  and 
stallage.  Westm.,  8  July,  9  Anne.  {See  also  Harl. 
2264:  Docouet.  Sealed  10  July  1710.  Pat.  9  Anne, 
p.  3,  No.  6. 

July  15,  Harl.  of  250. 

For  the  Mayor,  Burgesses,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  Bristol.  Confirmation  of  the  several  pnvilego^, 
powers,  franchises,  jurisdictions,  and  authorities,  which 
they  and  their  ancestors  have  anciently  held  and 
enjoyed,  either  by  prescriptions  or  by  grants  and 
charters  from  Her  Majesty's  predecessors ;  and  grant 
of  new  powers  of  electing  and  swearing  the  mayor  and 
other  officers  of  the  said  city,  and  to  alter  the  present 
usual  days  and  places  of  holding  their  markets,  and  of 
appointing  such  other  days  and  places  for  holding  the 
same  as  shall  be  found  profitable  and  convenient  for  the 
said  city  and  strangers  frequenting  the  same.  Westm., 
15th  July,  9  Anne. 
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XXI. 

LISTS  OF  FAIBS. 


Lm  of  all  the  Faiba  existing  in  Englavd  and  Walbs  in  1792,  aooording  to  "  Owen's  Nbw  Book  or  Faibs/* 
arranged  by  Oouiinis,  oompared  in  parallel  columns  with  the  Lm  of  Faibs  published  for  tho  Year  1888. 


OOMPABAXITB  TaBLB  Of  FaIBS. 


Place. 


Aholbsbt: 
Aberfraa 


Amhrieh    < 
fieaamaris 


Llanfechell     - 


Newburgh 


Pentraoth,  Mud. 


Porthathway  • 


List  of  i79S. 


FkirDays. 


March  7      -        - 
Wednesday  after  Trini^. 
October  SB. 
December  11. 

Norember  12  - 

February  18 
Holy  Thursday. 
September  19. 
December  19. 


Market 
Day. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Anglbsbt: 


W.&S. 


Bodedem 


Llannerchymedd     - 


February  5    - 
April  35. 

St.  Mark's  Day,  Mav  6. 
Thursday  after  Trimty. 


February  85 
August  5. 
November  5. 
November  86. 


June  38 

August  10  and  31. 
September  85. 
November  11. 

May  5 

Friday  after  Trinity. 
August  16. 
October  3. 
November  18. 

August  36 
Sej^ember  86. 
October  84. 
November  14. 


W. 


Tu. 


Llanerohymedd 


Llanfechell 


Lkngeftit 


Menai  Bridge 


Pentraeth 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day 


March  18 

April  16. 

May  5. 

June  9. 

Whit  Tuesday  (hiring). 

August  16. 

September  14. 

October  1  and  88. 

January  1    - 

February  87. 

March  10. 

April  4. 

May  6. 

Jun^88. 

Wed.  before  August  14. 

September  18. 

October  8. 

November  18. 

May  18    - 

August  15. 
November  5  and  85. 


January  3  -  - 

February  88. 
March  14. 
April  17. 
May  7. 
June  10. 
August  17. 
September  15. 
October  83. 

And  the  six  markets  after 
All  HaUowtide. 

May  16    - 
July  37. 
August  18. 
September  86. 
October  84. 
November  14. 


May  5 


▲    55789. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Bedfobdsuire  : 
Ampthill 


Bedford     - 

Biggleswade  - 

Dunstable 

Elstow 
Harrold 


Fair  Days. 


Mariet 
Day. 


Shefibrd 

Silsoe     - 
Toddington 

Woobnrn 


May  4     - 

November  SO. 


Ist  Tuesday  in  Lent 
April  21. 
Julys. 
August  21. 
October  11. 
December  19. 

February  ^3, 
S&turdf^  10.  Easter. 
Wbit  Monday. 
August  2. 
November  8. 

Ash  Wednesday    - 
May  22. 
August  12. 
November  12. 

May  14  and  15    - 
November  5  and  6. 

Tuesday  before  May  12  - 
Tuesday  before  July  5. 
Tuesday  before  October  10. 


IchweU       . 

- 

Aprils    - 

Ldghton-Buzsard  - 

Februarys    - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
July  26. 
October  24. 

St  Leonard's 
Bradford. 

near 

Novwnber  17       - 

Luton 

- 

April  18      - 
October  18. 

OdeU 

- 

Th.  in  Whiteun  ,Week     - 

Potton 

"■ 

3rd  To.  in  January  (O.S.) 
Last  Tuesday  m  April. 
1st  Tuesday  in  July. 
Tuesday  befcre  October  29. 

Th. 


Tu.  &S. 


W. 


W. 


January  23 
Easter  Monday. 
May  19. 
October  10. 

I  May  12 

I  September  21. 

April  25  - 

1st  Monday  in  June. 
September  4. 
November  2. 
December  16. 

January  1 
March  28. 
July  13. 
September  2S. 


Th. 


Tu. 


M. 


Th. 


List  of  1888. 


^lace. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Anglbsba — conl. 
Tmldraeth     - 


VaUey 


Bbdfordsuibe  : 
Ampthill 


Bedford 

Biggleswade  • 

Dunstable    - 

Elstow 
Harrold 


Leighton-Buxsard  > 


Luton 

OdeU 
Potton 

Shefford 

Silsoe 
Toddington 

Wobuni     - 


Mayi    - 

November  1. 

Aprils 
June  22. 
November  12. 
t)ecember  31. 


May  4     - 
September  29. 
November  30. 

1st  Tuesday  in  Lent 
April  21. 
October  12. 
November  17. 
December  1 9. 


February  14 
Easter  Saturday. 
Whit  Monday. 
November  8. 


Ash  Wednesday    - 
May  22. 
August  i2. 
November  12. 

May  15    - 
November  5. 

Tuesday  before  May  13 
and  before  July  6  and 
October  11. 


February  5     -        -        - 

2nd  Tuesday  in  April. 

Whit  Tuesday. 

July  26. 

October  24. 

1st  Tuesday  after  Dec.  10. 


3rd  Monday  in  April  and 

October. 
September  24. 

Whit  Thursday 

3rd  Tuesday  after  Jan.  12 
Easter  Monday. 
Last  Monday  in  April. 
1st  Tuesday  in  July. 
1st  Tuesday  before  Oct  29. 

October     -  -        - 


May  13 


April  25  - 

1st  Monday  in  June. 

November  2. 


January  l 
March  23. 
July  13. 
October  G. 


Th. 


W. 


W. 


M.&S. 


S. 
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List  op  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

FairDa>s. 

Market 
Day. 

BSRKSHIRK  : 

Abin^on 

Ist  Monday  in  Lent 

May  6. 

June  20. 

August  6. 

September  19. 

Monday  upon  Biichaelmas 

(O.S.)  (statute). 
December  1 1. 

M. 

1 

Berkshire  : 
Abingdon 

1 

IstMonday  in  Lent 

May  6. 

June  20. 

1st  Monday  in  July. 

Augusts. 

September  19. 

Monday  before  October  1 1 . 

December  11. 

M.&F. 

AMermaston    -     - 

May  6      - 
July  7. 
October  18. 

F. 

BrackneU       -       - 

April  25      - 
August  22. 
October  1. 

— 

Bracknell   - 

April  25 
August  22. 
October  1. 

— 

Chapel   Bow,  near 
Beading. 

July  30  (pleasure)  - 

— 

^ 

Cookham 

May  16       -           -        - 
October  11. 

— 

East  Hagbum 

Th.  befbre  Ml<^h.  (0.8.)  - 
October  10  (pleasure). 

— 

East  nsley     - 

Wednesday  ii^  Easter      - 

August  6. 

Wednesday  after  Sept  21. 

1 

Eastllsley- 

Variable 

— 

Farringdon    - 

February  18 

Whit  Tuesday. 

Tuesday  before  Michael- 
mas (0.8.)  (statute). 

Tuesday  after  Michaelmas 
(O.S.)  (statute). 

October  29. 

Tu. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Finchamstead 

April  23  - 

— 

Hnngerford 

Last  Wednesday  in  April 
August  10. 

(statute). 
Monday  after  Michaelmas 
(statute). 

W. 

ITungerford    - 

Last  Wednesday  in  April 
August  17. 

Wednesday    before    and 
after  October  11. 

W. 

Lamboum    - 

May  12       -            -        - 
October  2. 
December  4. 

Th. 

Lamboume 

1 

October  2            -            - 
December  4. 

W. 

Long  Cromarsh 

August  2            -              - 

— 

1 

Maindenhead 

Whit  Wednesday 
September  29. 
November  80. 

W. 

MortiTer 

April  27  - 
November  6. 

— 

Mortimer 

April  27 
November  6. 

— 

,     Newbridge 

March  31     - 
September  28. 

— 

Newbury 

Holy  Thursday     - 
July  5. 
September  3. 
November  8. 

Th. 

Newbury    - 

Holy  Thursday 

July  5. 

September  4. 

Thursday  after  October  11. 

Th. 

Oakingham 

April  23 
June  11. 
October  10. 
November  2. 

Tu. 

Beading 

February  2          -            - 
Mayl. 
July  25. 
September  21. 

S. 

Beading 

February  2     -                - 
Mayl. 
July  25. 
September  21. 

M.&S. 

Stanford  Dingley   - 

Monday  after  July  26     - 

— 

Thatcham    - 

2nd  Tu.  after  Easter  week 
Tuesday  after  Sept.  29. 

— 

Twyford        -        - 

July  24   - 
October  11. 

" 

T  2 
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BOTAL  OOlOaSSIOK  ON  ICABEBT  BIOHTS  AND   TOLTiS  : 


LUT  ov  1792. 

LuT  ov  1888. 

Pkoe. 

Fair  Days. 

Mari^et 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

BSBKSHl&fl— COM/. 

Wallingford 

Tueuday    before    Korter 

(pleasure). 
June  24. 

September  29  (hiring). 
December  17. 

K. 

BBKKSHUtS— COM/. 

Wallingford   - 

September  30 

F. 

Wadloy 

April  5    - 

— 

Wantage 

Ist  Saturday  in  March    . 
Ist  Saturday  in  May. 
July  18. 
October  10  and  17  (hiring). 

S. 

Wantage    - 

March  1 

May  1. 

ist  Sat.  after  Uth  October. 

W.  &S. 

Waltham,  St.  La  ?- 
rence. 

April  10        -        .          - 

— 

Windsor 

Easter  Tuesday 
Julys. 
October  24. 

s. 

Woburn 

January  1           -           - 
March  28. 
July  18. 
October  6. 

Tu. 

Wokingham 

October  10 
November  2  and  8. 

Tu. 

Tattenden    - 

1 

October  18 

B&nOKHOOKaHIBB : 

Brecknock     - 

May4     - 

July  5. 
September  «. 
November  17. 

1 
1 

W.  &8. 

Brboknookbhiub  : 
Brecon 

1st  Tuesday  monthly 

' 

BnUth 

June  27  - 
October  2. 
December  6. 

M. 

Crickswell      - 

May  12   - 

Th. 

i 

Orickhowell  - 

May  12        .           -        . 
September  22. 

Th. 

Hay 

May  17       - 

August  12. 
October  10. 

Th. 

Hay   .           -        - 

Ist  Thursday  in  March    - 
Last  Thursday  m  June. 
October  10. 

Thursday  after  Nov.  17. 
1st  Th.  in  every  month. 
Th.  before  Christmas. 

Llangynider 

1st  Wednesday  in  April  - 
8rd  Wednesday  in  June. 
8rd  Wednesday  in  Sdpt. 
Last  Wednesday  in  Oct 

— 

Talgarth 

March  12 
May  81. 
July  10. 
September  28. 
November  8. 
December  8. 

Talgarth     . 

February  2 
March  12. 
April  18. 
May  81. 
July  10. 
August  10. 
September  28. 
October  18, 
November  2. 
December  8. 

F. 

Trecastle         -      - 

Aprils 
May  21 
August  14. 
October  14. 
November  18. 
December  14. 
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List  ov  17M. 


Place. 


Fair  Daji. 


BuCKINGUAMSniRK : 

Amerflham 


Aylesbury 


Beaeonsfield 


Baekingham  • 


Biimbam    - 
Chesham 

Colnbrook  - 

Eton      . 
Fenny  Stratford 


Hanfllope  - 
Iyer 
Ivinghoe    - 

LaTenden 

Little  Briekhill 

Marlow 

Newport  Pagnell 


Oolney  - 

Bisborongh 

Stony  Stratford      - 

St  Peter's,  Charfont 


Whit  Monday 
September  19. 

January  18     • 

Sat  before  Palm  Sunday. 

May  8. 

June  14. 

September  25. 

October  12. 


February  18 
Holy  Thursday. 


2nd  Mon.  after  Bpiphany 

(O.S.) 
March  7. 
May  6. 

Whit  Thursday. 
July  10. 
September  4. 
October  2. 
November  8. 

February  25 

May  1. 

October  2  (hiring). 

April  21 
July  22. 
September  28. 

April  5    - 
Mays. 

Ash  Wednesday 

April  19  - 
July  18. 
October  10. 
November  28. 


Holy  Thursday 
July  10    - 

May  6     .        .        .        . 

October  17. 

Tuesday  before  Easter    - 


May  12  - 
October  29. 

May  1,  2,  and  8 
October  29. 

February  22 
April  22. 
June  22. 
August  29. 
October  22. 
December  22. 

Easter  Monday 
June  29. 


May  6     - 

August  2        -        -        - 
Fridajr  before  October  10 

(hiring). 
November  12. 

September  4 


Market 
Day. 


T». 


S. 


Th. 


W. 


Tu. 


M. 


S. 


S. 
S. 

M. 


Lm  ov  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


BVOKINOHAMSHIBK  ! 

Amersham 


Aylesbury 


Beaoonsfield 


Brill 


Buckingham 


Bumham 


Chesham 


Colnbrook 


Olney 

Princes  Bisboro* 
Stony  Stratford 


Fenny  Stratford     - 


Great  Marlow 
Hanslope    - 
Iver 
Iving^oe     - 


Little  Briekhill 


Whit  Monday 
September  19. 

January  28         -  - 

Aprils. 

May  15. 

June  19. 

July  10. 

September  25. 

October  9. 

February  18 
May  10. 

1st  Wednesday  in  May, 
and  after  Old  Michael- 
mas Day. 

January  28 

March  7. 

May  6. 

Whit  Thursday. 

July  10. 

September  4. 

October  2. 

Saturday  after  October  11. 

November  8. 

October  2  and  3  - 


April  21  - 
July  22. 
September  28. 

April  5    - 
October  16. 


April  19 
July  18. 
October  10. 
November  28. 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  in 
month. 

October  29 

Holy  Thursday 

July  10  - 

May  6     - 
October  17. 


Day. 


Tu. 


W. 


May  12    - 
October  29. 


Easter  Monday 
June  29. 
October  18. 

May  6     - 


August  2 


Th. 
F. 


T  3 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


BcrCKIMOHAMSatRB — 

cent. 
Wendover  - 


Winslow 


Fair  Dajs. 


Market 
Day. 


Woobam 


Wycombe 


Caxbhidocbhirs  : 
Cambridge     • 

Caxton 


Ely 

Ickleton 
Linton  - 

Marsh 


CAKDIOAySRDtl: 

Cardigan    - 


Capol  St.  Silim 
Cap|>el  Canron 


May  12  - 

October  2. 

I 

March  20  -  - 

Holy  Thursday. 

AagUBt  2L 

September  22. 

1st  jind  2Dd  Thursday 
after  Michaelmas  (O.S.), 
and  October  10  (hiring). 

May  4    -        -        -        - 

November  12. 

Monday  before  Michael- 
mas (N.S.)  (hiring). 


June  24  - 
October  12 


Ascension  Day 
( October  29, 

July  22  - 

Holy  Thursday 
July  30. 

Whit  Monday 
June  2. 
October  27. 


Roach    - 

Rogation  Monday 

Soham 

May»      - 

Stnrbich  Fair 

For   14  days  from  Sep- 
tember 18. 

Thomey 

July  I    -        -        -        - 
September  21. 

Whiltelsey  - 

January   25   (Conyersion 

of  St.  Paul). 
June  18. 
October  25. 

Wisbich 

Saturday    and     Monday 

before  Palm  Sunday. 
Mon.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
Sat.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
July  25. 
August  1  and  2. 

February  13 
April  5. 
September  ». 
December  19. 


February  7     - 

Ascension  Day    - 
Th.  after  St  Michael. 
September  29. 


Th. 
Th. 


F. 


W.  &  j 
Tu. 

S. 

Th. 
F. 


Tu. 


Tu.  &S. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


BUCKINOHAMBHIRB— 

cont 
Wendover  - 


Winslow 


Woobum    - 


CAMBRIDaBSHIRIS : 

Cambridge  - 


Chatteris 
Ely 


March 


Newmarket 


Thorney 
Whittlesea  - 

Wisbech 


Cardiganbhibb: 
Archryd     - 

Cardigan 


Fair  Days. 


May  12 
October  2. 

Wed.  before  October  11 
and  Wednesday  after. 

1st  and  9rd  Wednesday  in 
each  month. 


May  4 

November  12. 


June  24 
September  25. 


Last  Friday  in  April 
Friday  before  October  11. 

Last   Thursday  in    May 
and  October. 


Mon.  before  Whit  Sunday 
3rd  Tuesday  in  October. 


Whit  Tuesday 
November  8. 


Market 
Day. 


M.&S. 


Th. 


W. 


July  1      - 
September  21. 

June  13  - 


March  5  - 

2nd  Thursday  in  May. 

July  25. 

August  12. 

8rd  Wednesday  in  Sept 


June  26  - 

February  13   - 
April  5. 
September  8. 
November  10. 
December  19. 


P. 


Th. 
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List  of  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fai^^Day8. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Da^. 

CARDTOANSHlRB—COfit 

Dehenidd       - 

May  9     - 

Cardiganshirb —con/. 
Dihewyd  (Dalis)    - 

May  9     - 
November  11. 

— 

Lampeter 

Wbit  Wednesday            -  i 
July  10.                              ! 
1ft  Monday  in  August, 
lot  Mon4ay  in  September. 
October  19. 
Ist  Monday  in  November. 

Tu. 

Lampeter  - 

Monthly 

Leechnyd 

June  26   - 

— 

1 

Llanarth     -            -  i 

January  12     -        -        - 
March  12. 
June  17. 
September  22. 
November  10  (hiring). 

"^ 

Llandyfell     - 

Febrnar}'  11 
September  19. 

— 

Uannarth  - 

September  28 

Tu. 

Llanwenen 

December  24       - 

— 

January  14     - 

— 

' 

! 

]      Pontrhydf  endigaid  - 

April  29  - 
August  5. 
August  26. 
September  25. 
October  18. 

Bho6  Fair 

August  5  and  26 
October  13. 

— 

Tulsam 

September  8 
November  7. 

— 

Tregarron 

March  15,  16,  and  17       - 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 

Th. 

Tregaron 

March  16 

Tu. 

Ystradmyrick 

Joly2    -        -        .        - 

CaKM  ARTHBNSHUUS : 

Abergoilly 

October  2 
October  27. 

CAJUtA&THKMSUIlUB : 

Abeigwili  - 

May  4 

October  2  and  27. 

Ammanford  - 

May2      - 

September  lo: 

— 

Capel  Gwynfe 

April  28 
August?. 
November    ^ 

— 

Carmarthen   - 

June  8  -        -        -        - 
July  10... 
August  12. 
September  9. 
October  9. 
November  14. 

W,  &S. 

Carmarthen 

Monthly  . 

S. 

Cajo 

August  21 
October  6. 

— 

Drustlwyn 

Julyl      - 
Octobers. 

— 

Fairhach    - 

November  22  - 

~ 

KidweUy        -       - 

IdayW  . 

July  22. 
October  29. 

Tu. 

KidweUy 

August  3  and  4       -        - 

October  29  and  80. 

Ist  Monday  in  Decer.ibci. 

— 

Mon.  before  Wbit  Sunday 

— 

T   4 
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ROYAL  CX)1IMISSI0N  ON  MAKKBT   UIGH1*S  AND   TOLLS  : 


List  of  1798. 


Place. 


CA1t]IA;iT>ISN8HlRE— 

conK 


Llanetly 
Uanelly 
Llandibea 


LlmadoTery 


Llandiloe 
Langhome 


Langadotik 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


November  8    - 


Ascension  Day    - 
September  30. 

Whit  Wednesday 


Wed.  after  Epiphany 

Wed.  after  Easter  week. 

Whit  Tuesday. 

July  31. 

Wednesday  after  Oct  10. 

Noyember  26. 


June  21   - 


May  6  ^called  St.  Mark's 

Fair). 
June  19. 
September  28. 
NoTember      11      (called 

St  Martin's  Fair). 


March  12 
Ascension  ]>ay. 
July  9. 

Ist  Thursday  in  Sept. 
December  11. 


Th. 


Tu. 


List  of  1886. 


Phioe. 


Fair  Days. 


MaAet 
Day. 


Carmarthbitshirb- 
coni. 
Llanddang  •• 


Llanelly 
Llandebie  - 

Llandilo-fechan 
Llandilo-fiiwr 


LlandoTery 


Langindaime 

Augusts 

Llangenoeh    - 

October  28  - 

Lancn  -        -         - 

December  10 

Laosadwin. 

Octobers    - 

Lansawel 

Ist  Friday  after  May  12 
July  26. 
October  28. 

LauTichangei 

May  12   - 
October  10. 

Lanwinio    - 

November  12 

Llangadock 


LUngenneoh 
Llanon 

Uansaint 


Llanybyther 


1st  Monday  after  May  20 
September  27. 


Ascension  Day 
September  80. 

Whit  Wednesday 
July  16. 
December  26. 

June  12  - 

February  20   - 
Palm  Monday. 
May  5  and  14. 
June  21. 
August  23. 
September  28. 
November  12  and  28. 
Monday  beft>re  Dec.  25. 


January  16 
February  16. 
March  24. 
April  17. 
May  15. 
June  19. 
August  2. 
September  8. 
October  22. 
November  16. 
December  15. 


Th. 


F. 


March  12  and  13 

Last  Thursday  and  Friday 

in  May. 
July  9  and  10. 
1st  Thursday  and  Friday 

after  September  11. 
2nd  Thursday  and  Friday 

after  October  11. 
December  5  and  6. 


June  16 
October  23. 


July  6 
December  12. 


Ist  Monday  in  April 


July  17 

October  18  and  81. 

November  1,  20  and  21. 


3idTu. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


143 


List  or  1792. 


Place. 


CAKMASTUBNSHUtB — 

cent. 
LUoybidder  • 


Fair  Days. 


JiUy  17    - 
November  1. 
November  31.' 


Little  Moautain      -  i  Hay  12    - 

November  12. 


Mwrras 
Mydrim 
Newcastle 


Pentre  - 
Penyboat   - 

Three  Lords 


CaBMABTOIC  8HIRB  : 

Aberconway 


Aberwingregin 
Bangor 
Beddgelert     - 

Bettws 
Borth 

Carnarvon  - 

CSynnoglawr 
▲     55726. 


Aii>(U8t  21  - 

March  12 

Jane  22 
July  18. 
November  22. 


May  12    - 
October  10. 

December  5 


Ascension  Day 
November  12. 


April  6    - 
September  4. 
October  10. 
November  8. 

August  18  - 
October  25. 
November  21. 

April  5    - 
June  25. 
October  28. 

August  18  - 
September  28. 


May  15    • 

December  8. 

August  26  - 


Febraary  25 
May  16. 
AagQSt4. 
December  5. 

August  18 
September  23. 


I    Market 
Day. 


List  ov  1888. 


Place. 


(JAIUfASTHBNSUIRB — 

cont. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 

Day. 


F. 


Mothvey 


Newcastle  Emlyn  - 


S. 


Pembrey 
Pencdrreg 


Talley 


Bedgelert 


Brynkir 


June  18 
November  5. 


January  18 
February  10. 
March  22. 
April  14. 
May  10. 
June  16. 
July  14. 
August  20. 
September  20. 
October  21. 
November  11  and  22. 
December  20. 

June  11  - 

October  11 


August  7  and  8 


ClBNARTOirSHIHB  : 


September  21 


February  16 
April  80. 
October  19. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  op  1792. 


Place. 


Caknabtonshuub — 


OriiMseith 


Pwlhely 

Rhydallafiray 
Sarnfoldyrn    • 
Talybont    - 

Trefrhiew 


Ghbshibs: 
Altringfaam 


Bndworth  - 


Cbeflter 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  28 
July  1. 
October  18. 


Llandelcbyd  -       . 

October  30 

Newin 

April  4 

Sat.  before  Whitsuntide 

August  25. 

Fenmachno    - 

August  23 
September  21. 

Penmorfo   - 

August  20  - 
September  25. 
November  12. 

May  13    - 
August  19. 
September  24. 
November  11. 

June  29   - 

June  27 

May  7      - 
September  3. 
November  7. 

May  12 
September  3. 
November  7. 


W. 


S. 


w. 


April  22 
August  5. 
November  22. 


February  13 
AprU  5. 
October  2. 

Last  Thursday  in  Feb. 
July  5. 
October  10. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Cabnabvonbhibb — 
eont 
Conway 


Criccieth 


Four  CroflseB 


Penmorfo 


Portmadoc     - 
PwllheU 


Tu. 


W.&S. 


Tremadoc 


Cheshibe: 
Altrincham 


Astbury 


Chester 


Market 
Day. 


February  5  -  -        - 

March  26. 
April  28. 
May  7. 
June  80. 
August  18. 
September  18. 
November  15. 
December  22. 

April  29  -  -  - 

May  23. 
June  29. 
September  25. 
October  32. 

February  20   - 
April  12. 
October  21. 

Thursday  before  1  st  Friday 
in  December. 


March  16 
May  14. 
August  14. 
September  25. 
November  12. 

Horses. 

March  15    - 
May  1, 13,  and  22. 
June  28. 
August  13. 
September  24, 
November  1  and  11. 


W 


February  19 

April  18. 

2nd  Friday  iA  December. 


August  5 


Last  Friday  in  April  and 
October. 


Ist  and  Srd  Thursday  in 
Januaiy,  February, 
July,  August. 

March,  4, 18,  and  81. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday  in 
April,  May,  June,  Oc- 
tober, November;  Ist, 
Srd,  and  4th  in  Septem- 
ber; 2nd  and  3rd  in 
December. 


F, 


8rd  W.  in 

month. 
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List  of  1792. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Chkshi&b— coil/. 
Congleton 

Th.  before  Shrovetide      - 
May  12. 
July  18. 
December  8. 

S. 

Frodsham 

May  15    . 
August  21. 

W. 

Halton       - 

Old  TAdy-Day,  April  5   - 

s. 

Whit  Tuesday     - 
July  10. 
November  8. 

s. 

Macclesfield 

May6      - 
Jime  22. 
July  11. 
October  4. 
November  11. 

M. 

Malpas       - 

April  5    - 
July  25. 
St.  James. 
December  8. 

M. 

Middlewich    .       - 

St.  James 

July  25. 

Holy  Thursday. 

Tu. 

Kamptwich 

March  15 
September  4. 
December  16. 

S. 

Northwich     - 

August  2     -           -       • 
De^unber  6. 

S. 

Sandbach   - 

Easter  Tuesday   - 
Ist  Th.  after  Sept.  10. 

Th. 

Stockport 

March  4 
March  25. 
Mayl. 
October  25. 

F. 

Tarpcrley  - 

Mayl         -            .        . 
Monday    after   St    Bar- 
tholomew (Aug,  24). 
December  10. 

W. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

! 
Cheshisb — cont. 

• 

Congleton 

Th.  before  Shrovetide      - 
May  12. 
July  13. 
November  22. 

8. 

Frodsham    - 

Last  Tuesday  in  April  and 
last  Th.  in  October. 

— 

Knutsford 

April  28  - 
Whit  Tuesday. 

November  8. 

• 

s. 

Aprils 

^^^ 

November  5. 

• 

Macclesfield  - 

8rd  Tuesday  in  February 
March  6. 
April  4. 
May  6. 
June  22. 
July  11. 
August  12. 
September  4. 
October  4,  and  3rd  Tues- 
day, and  21. 
November  11. 
December  28. 

Tu.  &  S. 

Middlewich  - 

Last  Tuesday  in  February, 
April,  and  October. 

T. 

Mottram 

April  27  - 
October  81. 

— 

Nantwich     - 

1st  Saturday  after  Feb.  2 
March  26. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  June. 
September  4. 
December  4. 

1st  Saturday  in  each  month 
except  January. 

Northwich      - 

April  10  - 
August  2. 

1 

Over 

1st  Wed.  after  May  12     - 
Ist  Wed.  after  Sept.  20. 

— 

Prestbury 

April  28      - 
October  22. 

— 

Runcorn 

Whit  Mon.  and  Tu. 
1st  week  in  November. 

Sandbach 

Easter  Tuesday 
1st  Thursday  after  Sep- 
tember 11. 
December  28. 

Th. 

Stockport       ' 

January  1            -            - 

F. 

• 

1st  Friday  in  February. 

Mardi  4  and  25. 

Mayl. 

1st  Friday  in  June. 

July  9. 

1st  Friday  in  August. 

1st  Friday  in  September. 

October  23. 

Ist  Friday  in  December. 

Tarporley    • 

Mayl            -         .        . 
August  1. 

1st  Monday  after  Aug.  24. 
December  11. 

' 

T^tteuhaJ!     • 

May  18    - 
November  21, 

- 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


LwT  or  1888. 


Place. 


CORPWALL : 

St.  Anstle 


Bodmyn 


BoliDgey 
Bo0CMtle 

Boyton 


St.  Blaxey  - 
Cambron 

Camelford  • 


St.  Coltimb    - 


EattLooe 


Falmouth 


¥cmey 

St.  Germautt 

Goldfithnay 
Grrmponnd 


Fwr  Dayi. 


Market 
Day.- 


Place. 


Whit  Tuesday 
NoTember  80. 


January  25 

Saturday  fe'imight  before 

Easter. 
Palm  Fair. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

before  Whit  Sunday. 
December  6. 

March  5  - 

August  5    -  -        - 

November  22. 

Monday    fortnight    after 

Lammas  Day. 
August  1.    . 


February  2 

February  29 
November  11. 


Friday  after  March  10 
May  86. 
July  17. 
September  5. 


Thursday  after  Nov.  18 
Thursday  in  Mid-Lent. 


February  18 
July  10. 
September  4. 
October  10. 

July  27   - 
October  10. 


Shrove  Tuesday 
May  1. 
September  10. 

May  28    • 
August  1. 

AugURt  5  • 

January  18 
March  25. 
June  lit 


F. 


8. 


Th. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Chxshibe — cont. 
Winsford     - 


Woodhead 


COKKWXLL: 

Blisbmd 
Bodmin 


V 


Th. 


8. 


Th. 


F, 


Boscastle     • 
BoytoD 

Bridgend 
Camborne     • 
Camelford    • 

Canworthy  - 

Dubwalls 


Five  Lanes 


May  8 
November  25. 


1 


Ist  Wednesday  after  Sep-  |        — 

tember  25. 
November  2. 


1st   Monday  after    Sep- 
tember 22. 

January  25  -  - 

Tueaday  and  Wednesday 

before  Whit  Sunday. 
December  6. 


August  5     -  .       - 

November  22. 

drd  Monday  in  August    - 


drd  Tuesday  in  January 
and  February. 


March  7  - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
June  29. 
November  11. 

Ist  Friday  after  March  10 

May  26. 

July  17. 

September  6. 

2nd  Friday  in  November. 

Ist  Wednesday  in  June  - 
September  18. 


March  2  • 
November  2 


S. 


July  5 
October  28. 
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List  op  1792. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Place. 


Cornwall — coni, 
Helstone    - 


St.  Ives 
Kellington  - 

Kilhampton   - 


Launccston 


St.  Lawrence 

Leiant 
Liskcard 


Londrake 
Lostwithell 


Saturday  before  Mid-Lent 

Sunday. 
Sat.  before  Palm  Sunday. 
Vhit  Monday. 
July  20. 
September  9. 
November  8. 
Second  Saturday    before 

ChriRtmas  Day. 

Saturday  before  Advent  - 

May  4 

September  19. 
November  12. 

Holy  Thursday  and  three 
weeks  after. 


1st  Thursday  in  March 
(free  market). 

drd  Thursday  in  April 
(free  market). 

Whit  Monday. 

Old  Midsummer  Day 
(July  5). 

St.  Leonard's  Fair  (No- 
vember 17). 

St.  Catherine's  Fair, 
(December  6). 

August  10  -  -        • 

October  29. 


Manhenit 


Marketjew 


Melbrooke  • 


St  MitcheU,  or  St. 
Michael. 

Padstow     - 


Pcnryn 


August  15 

Monday  fortnight  before 

Christmas  Day. 
Shrove  Monday. 
Monday  se^nnight  before 

Easter. 
Uoly  Thursday. 
August  15. 
October  2. 

^  June  29  - 
August  */4, 

June  29  - 
August  24. 
November  18. 


April  28  - 
June  11. 
July  28. 

Three  weeks  before  Easter 

Eve. 
September  29. 


! 


May  1 
September  29. 

October  15 


April  18  - 
September  21. 


May  12 
July  7. 
December  12. 


S. 


S. 

w. 


F. 


Th. 


Fair  Days. ' 


Market 
Day. 


Cornwall— ccm<. 
Helston 


W.,F.,&8. 


July  20    - 
September  9. 


Lane,  St.  Columb 
Lanreath 


May  31 

Three  weeks 
Shrove  Tuesday. 
May  21. 
November  18. 


Liskeard 


Lostwithiel    - 

Marazion     - 
Marhamchurch 


Mitchell 

Padstow 

Penrose,  St.  Srvan 
Penryn 


October  2        -        -        - 
2nd  Mud.  iu  every  mouth 
except  October. 


3rd  Tuesday  monthly 


September  29 

Thursday  before  March  25 
August  12. 


October  15. 


Tuesday  learest  1  May  • 


May  25    - 

March  8      - 
May  18. 
July  8. 
October  B. 
Decepibeir21» 


S. 


U  3 
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BOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  BIOHTS  AND  TOLLS  ; 


List  op  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

COENW  ALT. — COnL 

Fenzance 

Thumday  after  Advent   - 
Thursday     after    Trinity 

Sunday. 
Corpus  Christi. 

Th. 

CORNWAUi — COtU, 

Penzance    - 

Corpus  Christi     - 

Th.  &S. 

Plint 

June  24       - 

— 

PoundscroBS  - 

Last  Mou.  in  November  - 

— 

Probus 

May  4   - 
July  5. 
September  17. 

— 

Praye  Crowan 

July  15   - 

" 

Bedruth 

May  2 
July  9. 
September  5. 
October  12. 

F. 

Bedruth 

Easter  Tuesday 
May  2  and  30. 
Augusta. 
October  12. 

Tu.,F., 
andS. 

Boche 

May  6     - 
July  16. 
October  8. 

— 

Saltash 

February  2          -           - 
July  25. 

S. 

St  AusteU  - 

Thursday  before  Easter  - 
Whit  Thursday. 
Friday  after  July  28. 
1st  Friday  affcer  Oct.  16. 
NoTembG»  80. 

F. 

St.  Blaze 

February  2         -            - 
Julys. 

S. 

St  Breward  - 

Ist  Thursday  after  June  84 
Thursday  nearest  Sept.  25. 

— 

St.  Columb  Major  - 

March  11  and  20    • 
November  20. 

Th. 

St.  Columb  Minor  - 

June  9     - 

Th. 

St  Lawrence    . 

August  21  »            -        - 
October  29. 

„ 

St.  Merryn     - 

May  10  - 

— 

StrattOB      - 

May  19 
November  8. 
December  11, 

T. 

St.  Stephens  - 

Ist  Wednesday  in  Feb.   - 
May  12. 
July  81. 
September  25 

St  Tndey      - 

May20    - 
September  14. 

— 

StTudy    - 

May  20       -            -        - 
September  14. 

— 

Stokeclimsland 

Last  Monday  in  May 

— 

Sumer-Gonrt 

Holy  Thursday 
September  25. 

— 

Summercourt 

September  25 

..- 

Tintagel 

October  25 

— 

Treganotha 

May  6 
August  12. 

— 

Tregonetha    - 

Mays             ... 
August  1. 

— 

Tregcny     - 

Shrove  Tuesday      - 
Maya. 
July  25. 
September  1. 
November  6. 

S. 

Tresillian  Bridge 

Monday  before  Whit  Sun- 
day,  unless  it  falls  on 
12lh  May,  then  Mon- 
day    fortnight    before 
Whiisun. 

Trevcna 

October  19 

— 

Trew 

Holy  Thursday 
Jwly  25, 

-• 
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List  ov  1793. 


Place. 


Cornwall— cowl. 
Trewenn 


Truro 


Wadebridge 


Week  St.  Mary 


WestLooe 


0umbmb3jA.vi>: 
Abbey  Holm 


Alston  Moor  - 


Bootle- 
Brampton  - 

Carlisle 
CookermoQth 


Egremont 


Pftir  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  1     - 
October  10. 

Wednesday  in  Mid-Lent  - 
Wednesday  in  Whit-week. 
NoTember  19 
December  8. 

May  12  - 


September  19        -  - 

Wednesday*  three  weeks 

before  Christmas  Day. 

May  6     - 


October  S9     - 


Last  Thursday  in  May 
Ist  Thursday  in  Sept. 


W.&S. 


List  or  1888. 


Phuse. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Cornwall— cim<. 
Truro 

Wadebridge  - 
Wunhouse  Comer 

Week  St  Mary      - 


April  6    - 
September  24. 

2nd  Wednesday  after  Whit 

Sunday. 
Last  Wednesday  in  Aug. 


August  26  -  - 

September  19. 
1st    and    2nd    Saturday 
after  October  10. 


Ist  Monday  in  May 
October  10. 


September  19 


W. 
Tu. 

S. 


Cumberland: 
Abbey  Holme 


Alston 


S. 


Armathwaite  - 
Boonwood    - 

Bootle  - 
Brampton  - 

Carlisle 
Cockermouth 


CrogUn 
Egremont 


Eskdale 

Hesket  New  Market 


Wednesday  after  Mid-Lent 
Whit  Wednesday. 
November  19. 
December  3. 

Jnne  22  - 

2nd  Tuesday  monthly. 

Monday  before  Lady  Day 

June  24. 

September  29. 

1st  Monday  in  NoTcmber. 

July  29    -  -  - 

September  15. 
Wednesday  before  Christ- 
mas Day. 


Tu.  before  Whit  Sunday  - 
October  29. 

8rd  Saturday  in  March    - 
Saturday  bd^ore  April  23. 
Last  Thursday  in  May. 
Saturday    on    or    before 

September  27. 
Sfturday    on    or    befbre 

October  18. 
1st  Thursday  in  Noyember 

April  and  October,  varies 

April  25  - 
August  12. 
October  18. 

April  26      . 
September  24. 

April  20  - 

Trinity  Wednesday. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  S^. 
October  23. 

2nd  Saturday  in  Feb. 
Sat.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
August  36. 
September  19. 
Saturday  nearest  Nov.  11. 

February  2  and  18 

1st  Wed.  after  A^  16. 

1st  Wednesday  in  May, 
and  every  alternate 
Wednesday  to  June  80. 

Whit  Monday. 

August  2. 

1st  Wed.  after  Aug.  17. 

Ist  Wed.  after  Sept.  20. 

2nd  Wednesday  in  Oct. 

November  11. 

1st  Friday  monthly,  except 
February  and  October. 

August  18  -        - 

February  17  -        - 

8rd  Friday  in  May. 
Whit  Sunday. 
September  18. 
November  11. 

2nd  Monday  in  September 

Ist  Friday  iu  May  - 
Thursday  before  Aug. 
2nd  Thursday  in  0<rt. 


W.&S. 


T. 


W. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MAttKET   KIGUTi   AND  TOLLS 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Cumberland  —cant, 
Ireby     - 

Keswick     • 


Kirkoswald 
Longtowii  - 


Penrith  - 
Raven  Glass 

Roseby  Hill 

Ulpho 
Whitehaven 
Wigton 
WorkiBgton 


Dbmbiqrbhibb  : 
Ahergely    - 


Cloeaynog     • 
Ceriggy  Draidion 

Chirk 

Denbigh 
Egghvysfach 

Gressford   - 


Fair  Days. 


February  24 
August  2 


Th.  before  Whit  Sunday  - 
August  5. 

Th.  after  Whit  Sunday  • 
Thursday  after  Martinmas. 
Novembner  22. 


April  25  and  2G 
Whit  Tuesday. 
September  27. 
November  11. 

June  8   - 
August  5. 


Whit  Monday  and  every 
fortnight  after  till  Sep- 
tember 29.* 

Monday  ]^fore  Easter     - 
July  5. 

August  1        -        •        - 


March  25 


Wednesday   before   Holy 

Thursday. 
October  18. 


April  2    - 

Day  before  Holy  Th. 
August  20. 
October  9. 

Easter  Tuesday   - 
October  24. 

April  27      ' 
August  27. 
October  20. 
December  7. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  Febmaiy 
Snd  Friday  in  June. 
November  12. 


May  14   . 
July  18. 
September  25. 

February  24  -       - 

May  11. 
August  24. 
November  24. 

2nd  Monday  in  April 
Last  Monday  in  August 
1st  Monday  in  December. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


Th. 


Th. 


Tu. 


Tu. 
Tu. 
Tu. 


W. 


List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Cumberland— con/. 
Ireby 

Friday  nearest  April  18  - 
October  18. 

Th. 

Keswick 

Whit  Saturday  (hiring)  - 
October  11. 

1 8t  Saturday  after  Oct.  29. 
Martinmas  Sat.  (hiring). 

Longtown    - 

June  G     • 
December  26. 

Th. 

Maryport 

Fri.  before  Whit  Sunday  - 
November  12. 

F. 

Netherwasdale 

September  1 

— 

Penrith          -    .    - 

About  30  in  the  year 

Tu. 

Ravenglass     - 

Renwick 
Rosley  Hill  - 

Whitehaven 
Wigton  - 
Workington  - 


Dbnbiohbhirb  : 
Abergele 


Chirk 


Denbigh 


May  6      - 
June  8. 
August  5. 

September  2C,  if  Thursday 

Whit  Monday 
June  14  and  28. 
August  12  and  26. 


Th.  in  Whitsun  week 
1  St  Th.  after  Nov.  11. 

February  20  -        - 

April  5. 

Wednesday  before  Holy 

Thursday. 
October  18. 


February  12 
April  2. 
May  4. 
June  18. 
July  18. 
August  20. 
October  9. 
November  18. 
December  6. 


February  10. 
June  10. 
August  12. 
November  12. 


2nd  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day monthly. 


Th.  &  S. 


Tu. 


W.&S. 


S. 


W. 


•  "  Tho«e  meetings  are  much  regarded  by  the  breeden  of  caUle,  and  are  called '  Fortnight  Pair  DsyB '. " 
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List  of  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

D»KBIQHgHIBB     COHt, 

Gwthrin 

May8     . 

^^ 

Dbnbiohbrirb— <»}l<. 

Holt 

Jane  32      - 
October  89. 

— 

Llandelga 

Marchll 
St.  Marie. 
April  25. 
June  28. 
Aogost  4. 
October  86. 

Llantlion    - 

Monday  after  Easter  Week 
Joly  36. 
October  5. 
December  8. 

•"■ 

Llaiigeruiew  - 

March  29 
May  16. 
June  29. 

November  29. 

Uangelloo    - 

Last  Friday  in  January  - 
March  17. 
May  81. 
August  21. 
November  22. 

Llanrhiad      Dyffin- 
Alwyd. 

October  17 

— 

Llanrhiader    - 

Mays         -            .        - 
July  24. 
Septembtf  28. 
November  8. 

nant. 

Jannary  1            -            - 
Ist    Friday    in     March, 

May,  and  Junta. 
2nd  Tuesday  m  July. 
July  34. 
September  28. 
October  18. 
November  8. 

Llansannon    - 

May  18    - 
August  17. 
October  26. 
November  80. 

^■" 

Llamamon  in  Tale  - 

July  80 
October  19. 

— 

Llanwrst    - 

April  25 
June  21. 
August  9. 
September  17. 
December  11. 

Tu. 

Uanofydd      - 

March  18    - 
May  12. 
August  14. 
November  20. 

— 

Nantglyn    - 

May6      . 
October  27. 

— 

Ruabon 

Last  Friday  in  February  - 
May  22. 
November  20. 

M. 

• 

Ruabon 

Last  Friday  in  February  - 

Ist    Monday   in    March, 
June,  September,  No- 
vember, and  December, 
and    8rd    Monday   in 
May. 

May  23. 

November  20. 

• 

Rnthin 

March  19 

Fri.  before  Whit  Sunday. 

August  8. 

September  80. 

November  10. 

M. 

Sputty 

May  21    - 
Julys. 
September  27. 
October  28. 
December  2. 

A     55729. 
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BOTAI.  COMMISSION  ON  MABKBT  BIQHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


List  op  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

DiSNBIGHSUIBE — COlU. 

Denbighshire— €OJi^ 

Wrexham  - 

March  23    - 
Holy  Thursday. 
June  6. 
September  19. 

M.&Th. 

Wrexham  - 

January  12  and  26 
February  9  and  23. 
March  8  and  22. 
April  19. 

May  3, 17,  and  31. 
June  14  and  28. 
Jnly  12  and  26. 
August  9  and  23. 
September  6  and  20. 
October  4. 

Novteb«r  1,  m,  and  29. 
December  13  and  27. 

DURBTSIIIBE  : 

Derbtshibe  : 

Alfreton 

July  31    - 

November  22  (statute). 

F. 

Alfreton 

Jnly  31    -            .            - 

F. 

Ashboum  - 

Februarv  18          -           - 

S. 

Ashbome   - 

February  13 
April  3. 
May  21. 
July  5. 
August  16. 
October  20. 

St.        Andrew's         Eve 
(Nov.  29). 

S. 

May  21.' 
August  16. 
October  20. 
November  29. 

Ashover     - 

April  25  - 
October  15. 

—^ 

Ashover 

April  25  - 
October  15. 

Monday  before  Martinmas 
Day. 

"~" 

BakeweU 

Easter  Monday 
Whit  Monday. 
August  29. 

Monday  after  Oct.  10. 
Monday  after  Nov.  11. 

M. 

Bakewell    - 

Easter  Monday 

Whit  Monday. 

August  26. 

Monday  after  October  10, 

and   Ist  Monday  after 

November  11. 

M.  &F. 

Balsover     - 

Easter  Monday    - 

F. 

Bilpar 

May  12       -            -        - 
October  81. 

— 

Belpcr   -        -        - 

October  31 

S. 

Buxton 

Monday  before  Thursday 
preceding  February  14. 

Mareh  28. 

April  1. 

April  29. 

May  2. 

Monday      before       2nd 
Wednesday  in  Sept. 

Ootober  28. 

Castlcton 

3rd  Wednesday  in  Mareh 
April  21. 

Ist  Wednesday  in  Oct. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  Nov. 

" 

Chappel-in-le-Frith 

Thursday  before  Feb.  13  - 

March  24. 

March  29. 

Thursday  before  Easter. 

April  80. 

Holy  Thursday  and  three 

weeks  after. 
July  7. 

Thursday  before  Aug.  24. 
Thursday  after  Sept.  29. 

Th. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith- 

Thursday  before  Feb.  14 
Mareh  3  and  29. 
Thursday  before  Easter. 
April  30. 

Holy  Thursday  and  Thurs- 
day three  weeks  later. 
July  7. 

Thursday  after  Oct.  11. 
Thursday  before  Nov.  23. 

• 

Thursday  before  Nov.  1 1. 

Chesterfield   - 

January  27          -            - 

St  Paul. 

January  27. 

February  28. 

1st  Saturday  in  April. 

May  4. 

July  4. 

September  25. 

Last  Saturday  in  Nov. 

S. 

Chesterfield 

Jannary  27          -            - 

February  28. 

1st  Saturday  in  April. 

May  4. 

Julys. 

September  25 

November  25. 

S. 

Clay  Cross 

Wed.  before  Mareh  26. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Nov. 
Wednesday  before  CSuist- 
mas  Day. 

S. 
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Liax  OF  1792, 


Place. 


Critch 


Cubley       - 
Darley  Flash 


Derby 


Dronfield 
Daffield 


Higham 

Hope 

Matlock 

Kewhayen 

Pleasley 

Bipley 

Sawley  - 
Tidswell 


Winster 
Wirksworth 


Dkvonbhirb  : 
Alphington 


Ashbnrton- 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Old  Lady  Day     - 
Old  Michaelmas  Day. 


November  30       - 

May  18    - 
October  27. 

January  25     -        -        - 
March  21  and  22. 
Friday,  Easter  Week. 
Friday  after  May  Day. 
Friday  in  Whit  Week. 
St.  James. 
July  25. 

September  27,  28,  and  29. 
Friday  before  Old  Michael- 
mas. 

April  25        -  -        - 


March  1 


Ist  Wednesday  after  New 
Year's  Day. 

May  12    - 
September  29. 

February  25   - 
May  9. 
July  16. 
October  24. 

October  80  -  - 


May  6    -        -        -        . 
October  29. 

Wed.  in  Easter  Week 
October  28. 

November  12       - 

May  3   - 

2nd  Wednesday  in  Sept 

October  29. 


Easter  Monday 

Shrove  Tuesday  - 
May  12. 
September  8. 
October  4  and  5. 


F. 


Th. 


W. 

S. 
Tu. 


IdBT  OF  1888. 


Place. 


Ist  Thorsday  in  June 
October  5, 


Ist  Thursday  in  March 
Ist  Thursday  in  June. 
August  10. 
?Tovember  11. 


Dkbbtshirb—  cont. 
Crich 


Derby 

Dronfield    - 

Duffield 

Glossop 

Partington 
Hayfield 

TTigbftm 

Hope 
Matlock 

KewhaveD  - 

Ripley 
Tideswell    - 

Wirksworth 


Dbvonshirb  : 


Ajhburton  • 


Fair  Days. 


Ist  Monday  in  January 
April  6. 
October  11. 


Friday  in  Easter  wevk     - 

Friday  in  Whitsuu  week. 

Cheese,    Ist    Tuesday  in 

February,  April,  June, 

August,  October,    and 

Decemler. 

April  5    - 
November  3. 

Thursday  after  January  1 
March  1. 

May  6      - 

1st  Wed.  after  Oct.  10. 

November  26         -         - 

May  12   - 
October  10. 

Wednesday    after     New 
Year's  Day. 

May  13  - 


February  25        - 
AprU  2. 
May  9. 
October  24. 

Tuesday  before  2nd  Wed- 
nesday in  September. 
October  30. 


Wed.  in  Easter  week 
October  28. 


March  24        -        *        - 
May  15. 

2nd  Wednesday  in  Sept 
October  29. 


Shrove  Tuesday  - 
Easter  Tuesday. 
2nd*Tuesday  in  May. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  September 
3rd  Tuesday  in  November. 


Market 
Day. 


F. 


M.&P. 


March  1 
June  7. 
August  14. 
November  13. 


X  2 
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SOTAL  COamSSION  ON  MARKET  RiaHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


LiBT  OP  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

PUice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Axminster     - 

St.  Mark - 

April  25. 

Wednesday  alter  June  24. 

l8t  Wed.  after  October  10. 

S. 

Dbvonshirb— cont. 
Axminster     - 

April  27  - 

1st  Tuesday  in  June. 

October  18. 

Alternate 
Th. 

Bampton 

Whit  Tuesday 
October  24. 

S. 

Bampton    - 

Whit  Tuesday 
Last  Thursday  in  October. 
Wed.  before  March  25. 
Last  Wednesday  in  Nov. 

Barnstaple     • 

September  19      - 
Friday  before  April  21.* 
2nd  Friday  in  December.* 

"~~ 

Barnstaple     - 

Wed.  before  Sept.  20       - 

F. 

Biddeibrd  - 

February  14   - 
July  18. 
November  18. 

Tn. 

Biahop's  Nympton  - 

8rd  Monday  in  April 
Monday  before  Oct.  25. 

— 

Bovey  Tracey 

Holy  Thursday 
July  7. 

— 

Bow 

Holy  Thursday    - 
November  22. 

Th. 

Bratton-Ck>velly    - 

2nd  Tuesday  m  May 
1st  Tuesday  after  Oct.  19. 

- 

Brent    - 

Last  Tuesday  in  April    - 
May  IS. 
October  10. 

S. 

Brent 

Last  Thursday  in  April    - 
Last  Tuesday  in  Sept. 

— 

Broaddift  • 

May  8                     -         - 

— 

Broadhembmy 

November  80       - 

— 

Broadworthy  - 

— 

Buck&stleigh 

June  29  - 
August  24. 

— 

Buckfiftstleigh 

Srd  Thursday  in  June 
2nd  Thursday  in  Sept. 

S. 

Backland    - 

Whh  Tuesday 
November  2. 

— 

Chawley 

Baster  Tuesday   - 
May  16. 
December  11. 

— 

Chegicid    . 

March  25 
May  4. 

September  29. 
October  29. 

" 

Chimlej 

August  1              -            - 

w. 

Chudleigh  - 

Easter  Tuesday 
June  22. 
October  2. 

s. 

Chnlmleigh 

April  28  . 
July  28. 

— 

Chnrchingford 

January  25 

Last  Friday  in  March. 

Last  Friddy  in  April. 

— 

Churchingford 

January  25     -        -        - 
Last  Friday  in  April. 

— 

Ctilumpton  - 

May  18    - 
October  28. 

s. 

Odyford 

March    1        .        .        . 
2nd  Wednesday  in  May. 

— 

Oolyton  - 

Srd  Tuesday  in  April 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 

— 

Creditoii     - 

May  11     - 
August  21. 
September  21. 

s. 

Crediton     - 

April  24  - 
August  22. 

September  20,  if  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  or  Thurs. 

S. 

Ciiinton 

"  1st  Wednesday  in  Maj     - 
November  SO. 

I 

Th. 

1                    i 

Cullompton    - 

1 

Ist    Wednesday  in  May 
and  November. 

S. 

•  It  it  noted  that  these  are  "  as  TOUsiderable  as  teirs."  but  they  are  called  great  markets,  because  "there  is  no  charter  to  hold  teirs  ooj^ese  di^fs," 
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LUT  ov  1798. 

Lim  ov  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Fhice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

DbT0N8HIBB->C0III. 

Colmstock 

May  21    - 
October  1. 

— 

DaTONBHUtB— con/. 
Cuhnstock- 

May  21  .        - 

— 

Dalwood 

Ist  Wed.  before  August  24. 

— 

Dawlish 

Srd  Mon.  in  each  month  - 

— 

Denbory     - 

September  8        - 

— 

DoUon 

Wed.  before  March  25    • 
November  20. 

— 

Bnnington     -  *     - 

February  2     -        -        - 

— 

Exboarn 

8rd  Monday  in  April 

— 

Bxboume   - 

8rd  Monday  in  April 

— 

Exeter 

Ash  Wednesday  - 
Whit  Monday. 
August  1. 
December  6. 

W.,F.,&8. 

Exeter  - 

8rd  Wednesday  in  Feb.  - 
1st    Thursday    and    8rd 

Wednesday  in  May. 
Last  Wednesday  in  July 
1st  Thursday  in  October. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Dec. 

F. 

Hartland    - 

Easter  Wednesday  - 
September  25. 

S. 

Hatherleigh   - 

May  22   - 
June  22. 
September  4. 
NoTember  8. 

F. 

Hatherleigh 

May  21    - 
June  22. 
September  4. 
November  8. 

T. 

Highhickington      - 

Mays    -        -        -        - 
December  21. 

— 

Holsworthy 

April  27  - 
July  10. 
October  2. 

8. 

Holsworthy 

July  10, 11,  and  12 

W. 

Honiton 

June  28  and  29   - 
Wednesday  alter  July  19. 

S. 

Honiton 

Wednesday  after  July  19 

8. 

mgh  Badleigh 

Gk>od  Friday 

— 

Kihnington 

1st  Wednesday  in  Sept.  - 

•"• 

KiDgsbridge  - 

Ist  Tuesday  after  June  10 
July  29. 
September  21. 

S. 

Kingsbridge 

July  20,  or  1st  Thursday 
after. 

— 

Lifton 

Candlemas 
February  2. 
Holy  Thursday. 
St.  Simon  and  Jude. 
October  28. 

Membnry    - 

August  10           -           - 

— 

Modbary 

May  4 

Th. 

Morbath     • 

Monday  after  August  24  - 

— 

MoretoD  HamRtead 

Ist  Saturday  in  June*     - 

July  IB* 

St.  Andrew  (Nov.  80).* 

8. 

Newton  Abbot 

Last  Wednesday  in  Feb.  - 
June  24. 

1st  Wednesday  In  Sept. 
November  6. 

W. 

Ne%ton  Abbot 

1st  Wed. after  Sept  Ik  - 

W.&8. 

Newton  Peppleford^ 

October  18 

-« 

North  Moulton 

8rd  Tuesday  after  May  11 
November  12. 

— 

North  Molton 

Wednesday  after  May  12 
Last  Wednesday  in  Oct. 

North  TawtoD 

8rd  Tuesday  in  April      - 
October  3. 
December  18. 

North  Tawton 

Srd  Tuesday  in  April 
Last  Thursday  in  February, 

June,  and  August. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 
1st  Tuesday  in  December. 

Norton 

March  10 
October  10. 

.. 

*  Oalled  **  great  markets,"  because  there  was  no  charter  for  fsirs,  as  at  Barnstaple. 
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ttOTAL  COMMISSION  OK  MABEBT  BIQHTS  AKD  TOLLS: 


Lot;  op  1792*. ' 

Lux  OP  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Phice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Dbtokshibb— con/. 
*  Oakhampton 

2tid  Monday  after  Mar.  11 
May  14. 

1  St  Wednesday  after  July  5. 
August  5. 

— 

Dbvonshibb— con<. 
Okehampton 

March  28 
May  11. 
June  29. 
August  8. 
September  14. 
October  14. 

IstS. 
monthly. 

Otterton     - 

Wednesday  in  Easter  week 
Ist  Wed.  after  Oct  10. 

— 

Ottery  St.  Marj*8  - 

1  St  Tuesday  in  every  month 
Shrove  Tuesday. 
Tuesday  after  October  18. 

T. 

Otteiy  St.  Mary     - 

Last   Tuesday  in  March 
and    3rd    Tuesday    in 
September. 

Th. 

Flymoath  - 

February  6            -          - 
October  2. 

M.  &Th. 

Plymouth      - 

Ist  Monday  in  April  and 
Novemb^. 

Tu.,  Th., 
andS. 

Plympton 

February  25         - 
Aprils. 
August  12. 
October  28. 

S. 

Plympton  - 

let  Monday  every  month. 

"■" 

Sampford  Pereiel  - 

Last  Wednesday  in  April 
August  29. 

— 

Sampford  Peverell 

Monday  before  hist  Wed. 
in  ApriL 

- 

Seaton 

March  1  - 

— 

Sheepwash 

April  10         -        -        - 
August  12. 
October  10. 

""~ 

Sheepwash  - 

Thursday  befbre  8rd  Sun- 
day in  March. 
Thursday  before  Oct.  10. 

— 

Sidmottth   - 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
Monday  after  St.  Giles's 

Day. 
September  1. 

Silyerton 

Julys     - 
September  4. 

— 

South  Mou.ton 

Saturday  after  Feb.  13    - 
Saturday  before  May  1. 
Wednesday  before  June  22. 
Wednesday  after  Aug.  26. 
Saturday  before  Oct  10. 
Saturday  before  Dec  12. 

South  Molton 

8rd  Wednetday  in  June  - 
Wednesday  after  Aug.  25. 

S. 

Tavistock  - 

January  17 
May  6. 
September  9. 
October  10. 
Decembsr  11. 

s. 

Tavistock 

2nd  Wednesday  monthly 

F. 

Teignmouth  - 

3rd  Tuesday  in  January  - 
Last  Thursday  in  Feb. 
September  29. 

— 

ThaYerton  - 

Monday  after  St  Thomas 
k  Becket  (July  7). 

— 

Thomoomb    - 

Easter  Tuesday   - 

s. 

Tiyerton     - 

Tuesday   fortnight    after 

Whitsun. 
September  29. 

T. 

Tiverton     - 

Ist  Tfanrtiday  in  June  and 
October. 

Tu. 

Torrmgton     - 

May  4     - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Julys. 
October  10. 

8f 

Torrin^n     - 

3rd  Saturday  in  March    - 
1st  Thursday  in  May. 
2nd  Thursday  in  October. 

S. 

Totnesa      - 

1st  Tuesday  in  every  month 

Easter  Tuesday. 

May  12.* 

July  25. 

1st  Tuesday  in  October. 

a 

Totnes 

May  12   - 
October  28. 

8. 

Uffeuhne    - 

Wed.  before  Good  Friday 
July  6. 
August  12. 

W. 

Uffcnlme 

2nd   Monday   in    April, 
June,  August,  October, 
and  December. 

— 

Underwood    - 

Julys     -           .           . 

— 

Upothery   - 

drd  Saturday  in  March    - 
October  24. 

— 

Upottery    - 

Tuesday  before  Lady-Day 

- 

Wimpla 

Monday   fe*nnight    after 
September  1. 

— 

*  "Grrat  markets,"  there  being  no  charter  for  a  fair. 
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List  op  1793, 


Place. 


Dktonshibb — cant 
Witheridge 


DoBSETSinsE: 
Abbey   Milton,    or 
Milton  Abbey. 

Abbotsbory 

Allington  - 

Bailey-rioge 

Beaminster,  New    - 
Blandford  • 


Bridport 


Broadway  - 
Castleton 

Cerno  Abbey 


CorfeCastlo  - 
Cranbome  - 

Dorchester     - 

Emmergreen  - 

Evenhot 
Farnham 
Frampton  - 

GiUingham    - 

Hermitage  - 
Holt-wood  - 
Lambert  Castle 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Jmie  24* 

Wednesday  before  Apr.  16.* 


Lyme 


Bfaiden  Newtown 


Tuesday  after  July  25 

July  10    - 

July  22  - 

March  26 
May  1, 
September  8. 

April  4    - 
October  9. 

March  7  -        - 

July  10. 
Novenjkber  8. 


April  5    - 
Whit  Monday. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 
October  10. 

Wednesday  before  Sept.  18 

Every  Thursday  fortnight 
after  March  5. 

March  19  -  - 

Mid-Lent  Monday. 
Holy  Thursday. 
October  2. 

May  12    -  -  - 

October  19. 

August  24  -  -        - 

December  6. 


February  13 
Trinity  Monday. 
Julys. 
August  5. 

Tuesday      before     Holy 
Thursday. 

May  12   - 

August  21 

March4and7 
August  1. 
September  4. 

Trinity  Monday  - 
September  1. 

August  26  -  -        - 

August  6  -  - 

Wed.  before  June  24 
Wed.  nine  weeks  after. 

February  18   - 
October  2, 


Mar6h9 
May  4. 


Th. 


W. 

Th. 
Th. 

W.  &S. 


S. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Diy. 


Devonshibb — cmi, 
Witheridge    - 


DORSBTSm^  i 


Beaoiinster 
Blandford    • 

Bridport 


Ck)ife  Castle 


Crewkeme 
Dorchester 


Eyershot 


GiUingham 


Lambert's  Castle    - 


Lyme  Rej^s 


Maiden  Newton 


Last  Thursday  but  one  in 
April,  Thursday  after 
June  24  and  Sept.  21, 

1st  Thursday  yi  Nt  )v. 


•  '*  Great  markets.**  there  being  no  charter  lor  a  fair. 


September  19, 


March  7    -  -  - 

Saturday  nearest  July  10, 
September  9,  and  No- 
vember 8. 

April  6    - 
October  U. 


Th. 


W.&S. 


May  12 
October  29. 


September  4 

February  14 
July  6. 
August  6. 
September  29. 
October  25. 


May  12 
November  21. 


I'rinity  Monday 
September  18. 


3rd  Wednesday  in  June  -  — 

September  18. 


W-  &  S. 


Alternate 
Mondays. 


l8t  Tuesday  after  Feb.  2. 
Ist  Tuesday  after  Sept.  29. 


Mareh9- 
May4. 


TU.&F. 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


IdST  OP  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

1 
Place.                i 

Fair  Daye. 

Market 
Day. 

Dorsetshire— con/. 
Martin's  Town 

December  8    -        -        - 

,.. 

Dorsetshire— coN^ 
Martin's  Town 

November  23 

«_ 

Milbourn 

November  80 

— 

Milbome    - 

October  28 

— 

Ower*mayne 

October  10  -           -        - 

— 

Poole     - 

Mayl     - 
November  2. 

M.  &T. 

Pool  -           -        - 

Mayl          -        - 
November  2. 

Th. 

PainpUl 

July  7         -            -        - 
August  29. 

— 

Piddle  Town  - 

Tuesday  In  Easter  week  - 

— 

Portland     - 

November  5            -        - 

— 

Shaftesbury  - 

Sat.  before  Palm  Sunday 

JuneS4. 

November  22. 

S. 

Shaftesbury 

Saturday    before     Palm 

Sunday. 
Last  Saturday  in  August 
November  28. 

S. 

Sberbome    - 

Wednesday  before  Holy 

Thursday. 
July  18. 
July  26. 
1st  Monday  after  October 

S. 

Sherborne      - 

July  26       - 

Monday  after  October  10. 

Th. 

Shroton 

S^tember  25 

— 

Shroton      - 

September  25  and  26 

— 

Sidland 

December  8 

— 

Stalbridge 

May  6 
September  4. 

Th. 

Stalbridge      .        : 

May6     - 
September  4. 

Alternate 
Mondays. 

Stockland  . 

June  18  - 

— 

Storminster  - 

May  12       -            -        - 
October  24. 

Th. 

Sturminster 

May  12 
October  24. 

Alternate 
Weds. 

Toller-Down 

May  29  and  30    - 

July  2. 

September  11  and  12. 

■"- 

Toller  Down  - 

May  18       -        - 
September  7. 

— 

Verwood 

December  8         -            - 

-r- 

Wareham 

April  6    - 
Julys. 
September  11. 

S. 

Wareham  - 

3rd  Tuesday  in  April 
2nd  Tuesday  in  September. 

Tu. 

Winboume 

Pri.  before  Good  Friday  - 
September  14. 

F. 

Woodbury  Hill       - 

September  18* 

W. 

Woodbury  Hill       - 

September  21 

— 

Woodland    - 

July  5      - 

— 

Wodbridge 

May  14       - 

— 

Woolbridge    - 

May  14    - 

— 

.  Wanford-Eagle 

August  21  (pleasure) 

— 

Tetminster 

April  27      - 
October  5. 

Barnard  Castle 

Easter  Monday 
Wed.  in  Whitsun  week. 
St.  James*  Day. 
July  26. 

W. 

Ditrham: 
Barnard  Castle 

Easter  We4ne6day 
Whit  Wednesday. 
July  22. 

— 

Bishop  Ankkind     - 

Ascension  Day 

Day  following  Asceubion 

Day. 
Corpus  Christi  Day. 
Thursday  before  Oct  10. 

Th. 

0 

Bishop  Auckland   - 

Holy  Thursday 
Thursday  before  Oct.  1 1 

CorohiU 

Decembere 

- 

* 

*  Held  in  a  droular  space  on  the  top  of  the  hi|l,  which  wai  "supposed  to  be  a  Roman  enosmpment,  being  moated  round.' 


Digiti: 
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APPKNOIX. 


\5ii 


Place. 


DUBHAX — COmL 

Darlington 


Darham 


Hartlepool  - 


Norham 


Sedg6eld 


Stockton    - 


Walsingham 


▲    55729. 


Liar  OF  1793. 


Fair  Days. 


Ka«ter  Monday 

Whit  Monday. 

Monday    fortnight    after 

Whit  Monday. 
November  22. ' 


March  31,  three  days 
Whit  Tuesday. 
September  15. 


May  14  - 
August  21. 
October  9. 
November  27 


^[arket 
Day. 


M. 


S. 


M. 


drd  Tuesday  in  May 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 


May  12 


Jauuary  27  -  • 

July  18. 

Monday  after  October  18. 


May  18  • 
September  21. 


W. 


LUT  OF  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Davs. 


Market 
Day. 


Durham— eoHf. 
Darlington  - 


Durhlim 


Uoughton-le-S^ring 

I ;      Middleton-in-Tees- 
dale. 


North  Shields  (Nor- 
thumberland). 


South  Shields 


Stanhope 


St9ckton-on-Tee8 


Weardale: 
Cowshill     - 

Rookhope 

St  John's  - 

St.  John's  Chapel 

Westgate 

West  Auckland 


February  2  and  8    -        -  i    M.  &  F. 

I  St  Monday  in  March.        ! 

£aster  Monday.  j 

Whit  Monday. 

May  4. 

June  16,  and  2nd  Monday 
after. 

November  10. 

Monday  preceding  No- 
vember 23,  and  2nd 
Monday  after. 

March  26 
May  7. 

Whit  Tuesday. 
September  10. 
November  19. 


October  8  and  9  - 

Last  Friday  in  February 

(hay). 
1st  Thursday  in  March. 
3rd  Thursday  in  ApriL 
Thursday  before  Aug.  20. 
8rd  Thursday  in  Sept. 
2nd  Thursday  in  Nov. 


Friday     and      Saturday 
before    May     10    and  i 
before  November  11. 


Wednesday    before    and  | 

after  May  1. 
Wednesday    before    and  i 

after  November  11. 

Wednesday  before  Easter  , 
2nd  Friday  in  September.  | 
December  21.  ! 


July  18   - 

Wednesday  before  May  13, 
November    9      and      16 
(hiring),  and  23. 


Last  Friday  in  September 

Friday  befoue  August  24 

3rd  Wednesday  in  April 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Sept 

2nd  Saturday  in  May  and 
November. 

Last  Thursday  in  Feb. 
Thursday       before     last 
Wednesday  in  October. 

Saturday    before    Baster 
and  before;  October  18. 


W. 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MAKKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


LlBT  OF  1793. 

List  ov  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Phuse. 

Pair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Bbsbx: 
Abridge 

Junes    - 

.. 

Ebsbx  : 

AltborDC    - 

June  5  (toys) 

— 

AndlevEnd  - 

August  5             -            - 

— 

Bardfield    - 

June  22      -            -        - 

— 

IfUrUng 

October  22 

S. 

Bassildon    - 

September  14  (toys) 

— 

Bdchamp,  St.  Paul's 

November  80       - 

■  — 

Bentley 

Monday  after  St.  Swithin 
(July  15)  (toys). 

— 

Billericay  - 

August  2            -             - 
October  7. 

T. 

Blaokmore     - 

August  21  - 

— 

BradweU     - 

June  24  (toys)    - 

— 

Bnintree 

Mays      -            -            - 
October  2  and  8. 

W. 

Braintree    - 

May8     - 
October  2. 

W. 

Brentwood - 

July  18 

October  15  and  16. 

— 

Brentwood     - 

October  15  -           -        - 

— 

BrigktHngsea 

June  5        -            -        - 
October  15. 

^~ 

BnlxnerTye 

Mayl 

— 

Bnmham 

April  25  - 
September  4  (toys). 

— 

Ganewdon  - 

June  24  (toys)    - 

— 

Ganvey  Island 

June  25  (toys) 

— 

CasUe  Hedingham  - 

May  14  - 
October  19. 

— 

Chelmsford 

May  12- 
November  12. 

P. 

Cheknsf ord  - 

May  12   - 
November  12. 

P. 

Chesterford    - 

Julys     - 

— 

ChigweU    - 

September  80  (hiring)    - 

— 

Great  Clackton      - 

June  29  (toys)     - 

— 

Little  Clackton 

July  25  (toys) 

— 

Coggeshal  - 

Whit  Tues.  and  Wed.     - 

s. 

Colchester      - 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
July  5. 
July  28. 
October  20. 

w.  &s. 

Colchester     - 

October  20 

.s. 

Colt  (near   Saffron 
Walden). 

November  17  - 

— 

Danbnry     - 

Shrove  Tuesday  (toys)    - 

— 

Dedbam 

Easter  Tuesday  (toys)    - 

— 

Dnnmow    - 

May6     - 
November  8. 

— 

Dunmow    • 

May  6           -         -        - 
November  8. 

— 

£arle*a  Come 

March  25 

— 

Ehnstead    - 

May  4  (toys)      - 

— 

Bpping  . 

Whit  Tuesday 
October  11  (statute). 
November  18. 

p. 

Bpping  -       .       . 

November  18  (cattle)      - 

P. 

lairiock     - 

Ist  Fri.  in  July  (pleasure) 

—    , 

Ford  Street 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
Kovember  1  (toys). 

" 
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List  op  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

PUce. 

Fair  Days 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

! 

Fair  Days. 

Maiket 
Day. 

EssBX— con/. 
Fingringhoe 

Easter  Monday 

— 

Essex— con^ 

Fonhieie  Island      - 

JnlylO  - 

— 

Grays 

May  28- 

Th. 

1 

Gfeat  Bardfield      - 

June  22  (cattle)     - 

— 

Great  Hollinglmry  - 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys) 

— 

Great  Oakley 

April  25  (toys)       - 

— 

Great  Tey  - 

Trinity  Monday  (toys)    - 

— 

Great  Wakering    - 

July  25  (toys)     - 

— 

Goldanger     - 

May  14  (toys)        -        - 

— 

Hadleigk    - 

June  24  (toys)    - 

— 

Hadftock       - 

June  28 

— 

Halstead    • 

May  6     - 
October  29. 

F. 

Harlow  - 

September  9 
November  28. 

— 

Hariow .        -        - 

November  28 

— 

Harwich     - 

Mayl         -           -        - 
October  18. 

F. 

Hatfield  Broad  Oak 

August  5 

— 

High  Ongar  • 

September  19-       - 

— 

HomdoD    - 

June  29  ... 

S. 

Ingatstone      - 

December  1    - 

— 

Ingatestone 

December  1 

— 

Kelredoii    - 

— 

Kirby    •       •       - 

July  26  - 

— 

Laehingdon 

August  27      . 

— 

Leigh    -       -       . 

2nd  Tuesday  in  May  (toys) 

— 

Maiden 
Manuden 

September  18  (toys) 
Easter  Monday  (toys)     - 

s. 

Maldon       - 

1st  Thursday  in  May 
September  13. 

Tu. 

Maimingtree 

May  81    - 
June  15  (toys). 

Th. 

Messing         "       - 

1  St  Tuesday  in  July  (toys) 

— 

Newport     - 

November  17       - 

— 

Ostcnd  - 

June  6  *        - 

— 

Ongar 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
October  11  (hmng). 

s. 

! 

St.  Osith 

Ascension  Day  (toys)      - 

— 

Payerel 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys) 

— 

Prittlewell     - 

July  15  (toys)     - 

— 

Pnrleigh 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys)      - 

— 

Ramsey - 

June  15  (toys)    - 

— 

1 

Rayleigh    - 

Trinity  Monday      - 

s. 

Rayleigh        »• 

Trinity    Monday'  rhorse 
and  cattle). 

s. 

Rochibrd       - 

Easter  Tuesday  - 

Wed.  after  September  29. 

Th. 

Romford    - 

June  24-        .        -        . 

W. 

Saffron  Walden      - 

Saturday  before  Mid-Lent 
1st  Saturday  in  November 

S« 

Salcote  - 

August  84  (toys) 

— 

Poqth  Benfleet 

August  24      r 

— 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET  RIGHTS   AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


SouthmiDster  - 


StaoBtead  - 
Stanairay 
Stebbiog     - 
Steple    - 

Tarling 
TeDdering 
Tbaxted      - 

Thorpe  - 

Tilliiigham  - 

Tiptree  Place 
Tolesbory  - 
Tolleshniit  Daroy 
Walden      - 

Waltham  Abbey 

Walton  - 
West  Mersey 
Wicks 

Witham 

Wivenhoe  - 
Woodham  Ferries 
Writtle       . 


Fair  Days. 


FLnfTSHlRB: 

St.  Asaph 


Caeirwytli 


Caerwrley  - 


8  days  before  Kaster 

9  days  before  Whit  Sunday 
St.  Michael. 
September  29  (toys). 

May  12    - 

April  28  (toys) 

July  10   - 

Wednesday  in  Whit  week 
Sat  after  St.  Michael. 
September  29  (toys). 

Whit  Monday  (toys) 

September  21  (toys) 

Mondair     before     Whit 

Monday. 
August  10. 

Monday  before  Whit  Sun- 
day (toys). 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys) 
September  16. 

July  25    - 

June  29  (toys) 

June  11  (toys)    • 

Saturday  before  Mid-Lent 

Sunday. 
November  1. 

May  14   - 
September  25  and  26. 

June  2  (toys) 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys) 

August  81  -        - 
September  18. 

Friday  and  Saturday  in 

WMtsun  week. 
September  14. 
November  8  (toys). 

September  4  (toys) 

October  10  (toys)  - 

Whit  Monday 


£a8ter  Tuesday  - 
July  15. 
October  16. 
December  26. 

March  16 

Last  Tuesday  in  April. 

Trinity  Thursday. 

l8t  Tuesday  after  July  7. 

September  9. 

November  10. 

Shrove  Tuesday 
May  16. 
August  12, 
October  27. 


Jklarket 
Day. 


S. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Essex — cont 


Stanstead 


Stebbing 


Thaxted 


Flimtsribk  X 


Cacrwys 


May  1 
July  10 


Monday     before      Whii. 
Sunday. 


Last  Tu.  every  month. 
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List  op  1799. 

1 

i 

PUce. 

Fair  Days. 

Maricet 
Day. 

FuifTSHIBl— Witt 

Flint 

February  14  -                - 
June  34. 
August  10. 
November  80. 

— 

Uttvarden 

October  I 
December  24. 

HolywcU(8t.  Wini. 
frcd»8). 

April  83 

— 

Mold 

February  28        - 
May  12. 
August  2. 
November  23. 

\V. 

Newmari^et    - 

Last  Saturday  in  April    - 
8rd  Saturday  in  July. 
4th  Saturday  in  October. 
2nd  Saturday  in  December. 

S. 

Northop     - 

March  14 
July  7. 
October  12. 

— 

Overton 

Monday     before      Holy 

Thursday. 
June  11. 
August  20. 
October  8. 

1 

Rndland     - 

February  2 
March  35. 
September  8. 

GLAMOROA.1V8HIRB  : 

Bridgend 

November  17- 

Holy  Thursday.              , 

s. 

1 

Cardiff       - 

June  39    - 
September  8. 
November  30. 

w.&s. 

CaerphUly     -        - 

April  5  -        .        . 
June  6. 
July  19. 
August  25. 
October  9. 
November  16. 
Thursday  before   Christ- 
mas Day. 
Thursday  before  Jan.  25.* 
Ist  Thursday  in  March.* 
l8t  Thursday  in  May.* 

Th. 

Cowbridgc- 

Tuesday  before  March  25 
April  38. 
August  1. 
October  IB. 

T. 

Duffiryti 

August  10           -            - 

— 

BIy 

July  22- 

- 

Gorsynon 

Mon.  before  St  Andrew's 

Day. 
Novombor  30, 

i 

List  or  1888. 


Place. 


FUMTSHIRK— C<mf. 

Flint 


Holywell 
Mold 


Northop 


GlJ^MORGANSHIRB  : 

Aberdare 


Bridgend 


Caerphilly 


Canton 


Cowbridge 


*  ThfAo  w'Te  "  fn^atmarkf^t^/' 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


-Ist  Satunlay  in  the  mouth. 


1st  Friday  in  the  nonth  • 


l8t    Wednesday    in     the  i    W.  &  S. 
month      (horses      and  | 
cattic).  I 


March  14 
May  10. 
July  7. 
October  U. 


April  1  and  16 
November  13. 


April  1    -  • 
Holy  Thursday. 
November  17. 


April  4  and  5  (for  horses) 
Trinity  Thursday. 
July  19. 
August  25. 
October  9. 
November  16. 
Thursday  before  Christmas 
Day. 


February  9  -  - 

2nd  Wednesday  in  March, 

April,  May. 
Whit  Monday. 
June  29. 
July  22. 
September  19. 
November  80. 

Tuesday  before  March  25 

May  4. 

June  24. 

September  29. 

Is  Tuesday  monthly. 


2nd  Tu.  in 
month. 


S. 


Th. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON   MARKKT  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  179J8. 


Plac«. 


Ol  4MOBOAN8HIR1 

ami. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Landaff 


LantiisHent 


Lantwitt     • 


Lenyber 
Neath 


St.  Mary's  HilKoear 
Gowbiidge). 

St.  Nicholas  - 

Penriee 


Swansea     - 


Gloucsstsrshibr 
Barton  Reg:iK 

Berkley 
Bisley 
Blakeney 
(^ampdet.    • 


February  9    - 
Whit  Monday. 


Mayl  . 
Angast  1. 
October  18. 

June  U 


October  10 

Trinity  Thursday 
July  IS. 
September  IS. 


August  26 


December  6    - 

May  17    - 
July  17. 
September  17.~ 
December  1. 

July  13  - 
August  26. 
Ociober     19, 


and     two 


following  Saturdays. 


M. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


GLAMOROANSHniB — 

conl. 
Gower  Road 


Gowerton 
Killay 


Laleston 


Llantwit  Major 
Llangyfelach  - 


Neath 


Th. 


W.&S. 


Pencoed 

St  Mary  Hill 


Swansea 


Waun 


September  88 
May  U   - 


May  4    - 
November  12, 

April  12  - 
November  12. 

Ash  Wednesday 
April  28. 
August  5. 
December  Jl, 


W. 
Th. 
W. 
W, 


1 


Ist  Monday  in  February 
and  September. 

1st  Monday  in  February 
and  September. 

1st  Wednesday  in  April  • 
2nd  Wednesday  in  August 
and  December. 


2ttd  Monday  in  March 


June  22  - 

1st  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day in  March. 

March  29. 

May  I  and  8. 

June  18. 

1st  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day in  November. 


Last  Wednesday  in  March 
Ist  and  2nd  Wednesday 

after  May  12. 
Trinity  Thursday. 
Last  Thursday  in  July. 
2nd  Thursday  in  Sept 
Last  Wednesday  in  Oct 
1st  and  2nd  Wednesday 

after  November  12. 

Ist  Monday  in  June 
August  26  (horses) 


2nd  Saturday  in  May 
I  July  2. 

August  15  and  26. 
1  October  8. 

May  13   - 
Trinity  Monday. 
September  2  and  24. 


GLOnOB8TBR8HIR£ 

Berkeley    - 
Bisley 

Blakeney    - 
Camp4en       « 


May  14        -  . 

December  14. 

May  4 
November  12. 

May  12 
November  12. 

Ash  Wednesday. 

Last  Wednesday  monthly. 


W.&S. 


W.  &I 


1st  W.  in 
the  month. 


W. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


165 


List  or  1792. 


Place. 


GLOUCXBTBRSHUUfi — 

Cheltenham 


Cirencester    • 

Coleford 

Dnrsley 

Fkurfbrd 

Frampton  - 
Qloocester     - 

Hampton    • 
Iron  Acton    - 
Lechlade    - 
Little  Dean 
Lidney 

Manhfield     - 
MitchelDean 
Moreton 
Newent 

Newnham  - 
Northleach 

Painfwick 
Sodbnry     - 
Stonehoose    - 


Fair  Days. 


2nd  Thoraday  in  April 
Holy  Thursday. 
2nd  Thursday  in  Sept 
December  11  and  18. 
August  5. 


Easter  Tuesday 

July  18. 

Monday  before  and  after 
Old  ^ohaelmas  (sta- 
tute). 

Noyember  8. 

June  20      -  -        - 

Noyember  24. 
December  17. 


May  6     - 
December  4. 


May  14       - 
Noyember  12. 

February  ^^        "      a 

April  5       - 
Julys. 
September  28. 
Noyember  28. 

Trinity  Monday  - 
October  29. 

April  25      -  -        - 

September  18. 

August  5  and  21 
September  9. 

Whit  Monday 
Noyember  26. 

May  4     -  -        '    - 

November  8. 

May  24   - 
October  24. 

Easter  Monday 
October  10. 

April  5    - 
October  10. 

Wednesday  before  Easter. 
Wed.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
August  12.  , 

Friday  after  September  8. 


June  11       -  -        - 

October  18. 

Wed.  before  April  28  - 
Wed.  before  September  29. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  May. 

Whit  Tuesday 
September  19. 

May  28   - 
June  24. 

May  1         -  -        - 

December  29. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


M.&F. 


Th. 


W.  &S. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


W. 


Tu. 


M. 


Tu. 


List  of  1888. 


W. 

Tu. 
Th. 


Place. 


Glouobstbbshikb— 
canL 
Cfaelte 


Chipping  Sodbury  • 
Cirencester 

Coleford 

Dursley 
Fairford 

Gloucester  • 

Hampton 
Iron-Acton 
Lechlade 
Littledean  - 
Lydney  • 
Manhfield - 

Moreton 
Newent 

Newnham 
Northleach 


Stonehoose 


Fair  Days. 


2nd  Thursday  in  April    - 
Holy  Thursday. 
August  5. 
Thursday  before  and  after 

October  11. 
3rd  Thursday  in  Dec. 

Friday  before  March  25  - 
September  29. 


Monday  before  and  after 
October  11. 


June  20  - 
December  17. 
Friday  before  July  20. 
Noyember  24. 


May  6    - 
December  4. 


May  14    - 
Noyember  12. 


1st  Sat  in  April  and  July 
September  28  and  29. 
Last  Satorday  in  Nov. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


Ist&Srd 
Tu. 


Ist&Srd 
M.mnthly. 


8rdTn.in 

the  month 

andF. 


2nd  Tu.  in 
the  month. 


M.&S. 


Trinity  Monday      « 
October  27. 

— 

April  25  - 
September  18. 

— 

September  9  - 

Last  Tu.  in 
month. 

Whit  Monday      - 
Noyember  27. 

— 

June  25- 

Ist  W.  in 

month. 

May  24   - 
October  24. 

"" 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month    - 

Tu. 

Friday  after  Sept  19 

l8tTu.in 
the  month. 

June  11  - 
October  18. 

Wednesday    before    and 
after  October  11. 


W. 


May  1 
October  10. 


Digiti: 
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ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MAHKET   RIGHTS   AND   TOLLS 


List  op  1792. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Gloucestershibb — 
cont 
Stow-on-the-Wold  - 

May  12    - 
July  24. 
October  24. 

Th. 

Stroud 

May  12 
August  21. 

F. 

Tetbur}*     - 

Ash  Wednesday  - 
July  22. 

W. 

Tewkesburj*  - 

March  7      - 

Ist  Wednesday  in  April. 

May  14. 

June  22. 

September  4. 

October  10. 

W. 

Thornbnry  - 

Easter  Monday 
August  15. 

Mon.  before  St.  Thomas. 
December  21 

S. 

Tockington     - 

May  9     - 
December  6. 

— 

Waterleigh 

September  19 

— 

Wick  ware 

April  4    - 
July  2. 

M.        1 

Wincbcomb 

Last  Saturday  in  March  - 
May  16. 
July  28. 

S. 

WInterburn    - 

June  29   - 
October  18. 

— 

Wotton-under-Edg© 

September  2j           -         - 

F. 

• 

liAMPSHIRB: 

Alresford 

Holy  Thursday    - 
July  5. 

Ibt  Thursday  after    Old 
Michael. 

Th.     / 

Alton 

Saturday  before  May  1    - 
July  5. 
September  29. 

S. 

Andoyer 

Mid-Lent  Saturday 
May  12. 
Noyember  16. 

S. 

Appleshaw 

May  28   - 

Friday     and      Saturday 

before  Wey  HilL 
Noyember  4. 

" 

Barton 

July  31  (toys) 

— 

Basingstoke  Downs 

Easter  Tuesday  - 

— 

Basingstoke   - 

Wednesday  in  Whit  week 
September  28. 
October  10  (hiring). 

w. 

Beanlieu     - 

April  15- 
September  4. 

~" 

Blackwater 

KoTcmber  8             -        - 

— 

Botley' 

Tuesday    before    Shrove 

Tuesday. 
Whit  Tuesday. 
August  2. 
November  9  (toys). 

List  of  i888. 


Place. 


Gloucbstershire — 
cont, 
Stow-on-the-Wold  - 


Stroud 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Tewkesbury 


Thornbury 

Tockington     - 

Westerleigh 
Wickwar    - 

Winchcon^   - 

Winterbourue 
Wotton-nnder-Edge 


May  12    - 
October  24. 


May  10  - 
August  21. 


October  10 


Tuesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday  before  Alar.  25 
(hiring). 

8<!ptember  29. 

May  9      - 
December  6. 

September  19  (hiring). 

April  6  -        -        - 

1st  Monday  in  November. 

Last  Saturday  in  March  - 
July  28. 


June  29  - 
October  18. 

Tuesday  before  Mar.  25  - 
I  September  25. 


Th. 


W. 


2nd  Wi  in 
the  month. 


S. 


Hampsiiiae  ! 
Alresford 


Alton 


A  ndoyer 


Appleshaw 


Basingstoke 


Bishop's  Waltham  -     July  30  and  31 


Last  Thursday  in  July 
1st  Th.  after  Oct.  11. 


Saturday  before  May  1   - 
July  11. 
^ptember  29. 

Last  Fri.  in  June  (wool) 
November  17. 


October  6  and  7 
Noyember  4. 


July  13    - 
October  11. 


Th. 


Blackwater 
Botley 


November  8  and  9 
Alternate  Mondays 


Digiti: 
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LiBT  or  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Pair  Bays. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Blading 

May  12   - 
October  2  (toys). 

— 

Hampsbirb— COfl^ 

Bion^itoii- 

1st  Monday  in  July  (toys) 

— 

Ghrittcbmch - 

Trinity  Tuesday     - 
October  17. 

M. 

Bastmeon  - 

September  19      - 

— 

Baling  (near  Sonth- 
ampton). 

July  5  (tpyg)          .        - 

— 

Eling     .       • 

July  5     - 

— 

Emtworth 

Easter  Monday    - 
July  18  (toys). 

— 

Eyeraly      - 

May  16       .            -        - 
October  18. 

— 

Farebam 

June  29  (toys)    - 

W. 

Fordingbridge 

September  9   - 

— 

Giles     HiU,     near 
Winton. 

September  12      - 

— 

Gosport 

May  4         -            -        - 
October  10. 

Th. 

Gosport      - 

May  4    -        -        -        - 
October  10. 

— 

Hambledon 

February  18        - 
Ist  Tuesday  in  May. 
October  2. 

— 

Hartley  Row- 

Sbrove  Tuesday      - 
June  29. 

— 

Hartley  Bow - 

December  4 

— 

Hajant      - 

June  22  - 
October  17  (toys). 

— 

Heekfield      *       - 

Good  Friday 

— 

Eingsdear- 

1st  Tuesday  in  April 

Easter  Tuesday. 

Ist   Tuesday    after    Old 

Micbaelmas. 
October  10. 

Tu. 

lipbook        -       - 

Ist  Wednesdajt  in  March 
Easter  Tuesday. 
June  11.         ^ 

— 

IdM              - 

May  6      - 

— 

Lymington    - 

May  12        -           -        - 
October  2.  . 

8. 

Lymington- 

May  12  - 
October  2. 

Lyndburst     - 

August  9 

— 

WintoD. 

August  2         ;    - 

•    — 

Kattingley    -       - 

December  4            -        - 

— 

Newport     - 

1 
Whit  Monday     - 

W.&S. 

Newton 

July  22       - 

Odibam 

Mid-Lent  Saturday 
July  81. 

F. 

Mid-Lent  Saturday 
July  81. 

— 

Orerton 

May4     . 
July  18. 
October  22. 

M. 

Orerton 

July  18  -        .        -       - 

"" 

Petertfield  - 
Portsmontb   - 

July  10       - 
December  11. 

July  10   - 

S. 
Th.&S. 

Petersfield- 

July  10   . 
October  6. 
December  11. 

Alternate 
W. 

Poet  Down 

July  26       -            -        - 

— 

Ringwood 

July  10  - 
December  IK 

Tb. 

Bingwood 

July  11  .... 
December  11. 

W. 

A    55729. 
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BOTAL  COUHISSION  ON  KAHKET  RIOHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days, 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Hampshire — cont. 
Rowland's      Castle, 
near  Bayait. 

May  24 
November  12. 

— 

Hampshire  -^cont. 

Rumsey 

Easter  Monday 
Tu.  fortniffht  after  July. 
July  31,  till  Christmas. 
August  26. 
November  8. 

S. 

Romsey      - 

Easter  Tuesday   - 
August  26. 
November  8. 

Alternate 
Th. 

Selbome  (near  Al- 
ton). 

May  29    - 

— 

Southampton 

May  6 

Trinity  Monday. 

Tu.,  Th., 
&S. 

Southampton 

Trinity  Monday 

P. 

Southwick    - 

April  5 

— 

Stockbridge 

Holy  Thursday    - 
July  10. 
October  7. 

— 

Stockbridge  - 

July  10   - 

— 

Sutton 

Trinity  Tuesday  (toys)    - 
November  6. 

— 

Tangley         -        - 

April  15  - 

— 

Titchfield   . 

March  25 
May  14  (toys). 
September  25  (hiring). 
Sat.  before  St.  Thomas. 
December  21  (toys). 

Waltham 

2nd  Friday  in  May 

July  30. 

1st    Friday     after     Old 

Michaelmas. 
October  10. 

West  Cowes 

Th.  in  Whit  week  (toys) 

— 

Weyhill 

October  8  and  five  follow- 
ing day8. 

— 

Weyhill         -        - 

2nd  Thursday  in  April    - 
Last  Friday  in  July. 
October  10. 

— 

WharweU   - 

September  24      - 

— 

Wherwell  - 

September  24- 

— 

Whitchurch   - 

April  28         .        .        . 
June  17. 
July  7  (toys). 
October  19, 

F. 

Wickham  - 

May  20   - 

— 

Wickham 

May  20   - 

— 

Winchester    - 

1st  Monday  in  Lent 
October  24. 

W.  &S. 

Winchester 

• 

Last    Saturday   in   Feb. 

(cattle  and  seed). 
October  28  and  24  (sheep 

and  cattle). 

W.&S. 

Yarmouth  - 

July  26  (toys)    - 

HXRBTORDSBUUBr 

Brampton 

June  22 



HBRBFORDiBHIRB  : 

Brampton  Brian     - 

June  21 

June  22  (horses). 

^.^ 

Bromyard  - 

Thursday  after  March  25 
Mays. 

Whit  Monday, 
Thursday  before  St.  James, 
'  July  25. 
Th.  before  October  29. 

M. 

Bromyaid  - 

Thursday  before  Mar.  25 

(hiring). 
September  29. 
Thursday  before  Oct.  29. 

Th. 

Dorstone 

April  27  . 
May  18. 
September  27. 
November  18.         | 

Eardisley 

May  15    - 

""• 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


HBBBFORD8HIBX — 

c(mt, 
Hereford    - 


Huntmgton    - 

Kingsland  - 
Kington  or  Kyneton 


Ledbury 


Leominster    - 


Lonfftowne,      near 
Bishop's  Castle. 


Orleton 
Pembridge     - 

Boss 
Weobly 


^gmor 


Tuesday  after  Candlemas 

February  S. 

Wed.  in  Easter  week. 

May  19  (pleasure). 

July  1. 

October  20. 


July  18    - 
November  18. 

October  lO     -        -        - 

Wednesday  before  Easter 
Whit  Monday. 
August  2. 
September  4. 


Monday  before  Easter     - 
May  12. 
June  22. 
October  2. 

Mon.  before  St.  Thomas> 
December  21. 


Market 
Day. 


W.,F.,&S. 


W. 


Tu. 


February  18 
Tuesday  after 

Sunday. 
May  14. 
July  10. 
September  4. 
NoTember  8. 


April  29  - 
September  21. 


Md-Lent 


April  24 


May  12   - 
NoYember  22. 


Holy  Thursday 
Corpus  Christi. 
July  20. 

Thursday  after  Oct.  10. 
December  11. 


HolyThu^day    - 
Three  weeks  after  Holy 
Thursday. 


April  16    . 
May  6. 
August  5. 


F. 


Tu. 


Th. 


Tu. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Hbrkfordshirb- 
cont. 
Hereford    - 


Huntington 

Kingsland 
Kington 


Ledbury 

Leintwardine 
Leominster    • 


Orleton 
Pembridge 

Boss 


Wigmore 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


1st  Wednesday  in  the 
month  (horse  £sir). 

1st  Wednesday  after 
February  2  ajkl  after 
Easter. 

Ist  Wed.  after  May  2. 

1st  Wednesday  in  July. 

8rd  Wednesday  in  Aug. 

8rd  Wednesday  in  Oct 

2nd  Wednesday  in  Dec. 

July  18    - 
NoYember  18. 

October  11 

Tuesday  before  Feb.  2    - 
2nd  Tuesday  in  March. 
Easter  Tuesday. 
May  11. 

1st  Tuesday  in  Jime. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  July. 
8rd  Tuesday  in  August. 
September  18. 
September  19. 
Tuesday  before  Oct.  10. 
Tuesday  before  Nov.  18. 
8rd  Tuesday  in  December. 

2nd  Tu.  in  every  month  - 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 


May  7. 


Februaiy  18 

Tuesday  after    Mid-Lent 

Sunday. 
May  2. 

2ud  Friday  in  June. 
July  10. 
August  4. 
September  4. 
Monday  before  Srd  Wed. 

in  October. 
November  8. 
Friday  after  December  11 


W.  &S. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


April  23 


May  18   - 
November  22. 


March  17    - 
May  12. 

June  9. 
July  7. 
October  13. 
December  8. 


May  6 
August  <» 


Alternate 
Th. 


Z  2 
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BOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  BIOHTS  AND  TOLLS  ; 


List  of  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

• 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day, 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Mariiet 
Day. 

Hebtfobdshibe  : 
St.  Albaus  . 

Marcb  25  and  26 
October  10  and  11. 

S. 

Hbrtfordshibe  : 

Albury    (^Pvrtmore 
Heath). 

July  17  (toys) 

— 

Baldock      . 

March  7  - 

Last  Tbursday  in  May. 

August  5. 

October  2. 

December  11. 

Th. 

Baldock 

March  7      - 

Last  Thursday  in  May. 

August  5. 

October  2  and  8. 

December  11. 

F. 

Barnet  - 
Barkway    - 

April  8,  9,  and  10  - 
September  4,  5,  and  6.* 

July  20   - 

M. 

S. 

Bamet 

April  8    - 

S^ember  4,  5,  and  6. 
November  2 1. 

W. 

Bennington   - 

June  29  - 

— 

Berkhamstead 

Shrore  Monday 
Whit  Monday. 
August  5. 

September  29  (statute). 
October  11. 

M. 

Braughing     - 

Whit  Monday  (toys) 

— 

/ 

Buntingford 

June  29  - 

St.  Andrew's,  Nov.  30. 

M. 

Bontingfotd  . 

June  29  and  80      •       - 

;-■ 

Hatfield         .        - 

April  23 
October  18  (toys). 

Th. 

Hatfield      - 

April  28  - 
October  18. 

— 

Uemel  Hem  stead  - 

Holy  Thursday   - 
3rd  Monday  in  September 
(statute). 

— 

Hemel  Hempstead  - 

Holy  Th.   and  8  weeks 

hiter. 
8rd  Mondsy  in  September 

Th. 

Hempstead     "J 

1st  Th.  after  Whit  week 

Th. 

Hertford     - 

Saturday  fortnight  before 

Easter. 
May  12. 
July  5. 
November  8. 

S. 

Hertford 

8id  Sat  before  Easter     - 
May  12. 
July  5. 
November  8. 

S. 

Hitcbin  ... 

Easter  Tuesday       -        - 
Whit  Tuesday. 

Tu. 

Hoddesdon 

June  29  (toys)    - 

— 

LitUe  Hadbam 
{Buri/  Grtmj 

July  15  (toys) 

— 

Mucb  Hadbam 

Wednesday  before  June 
29  (toys). 

— 

Nortball  Statute     - 

September  28      . 

— 

Preston  - 

1st  Wednesday  in  May  . 
Wednesday  before  Oct.  29. 

— 

Puckeridge  Stat; 

September  19 

— 

Purton 

4th  Thursday  after  April  5 
4th  Thursday  after  Oct  10. 

— 

Bedbourn 

Ist  Wednesday  after  New 

Year's  Day. 
Wed.  in  Easter  week. 
Wed.  in  Whitsun  week. 

■~~ 

Bickmansworth      - 

July  20   - 

November  24. 

Saturday  before  8rd  Mon- 
day     in      September 
(hiring). 

S. 

• 

Boyston     • 

Ash  Wednesday  - 
Wed.  in  Easter  week. 
Wed.  in  Whitsun  week. 
1st  Wednesday  in  July. 
1st  Wed.  after  October  10. 

Th. 

Royston 

Ash  Wednesday  - 
Easter  Wednesday. 
Whit  Wednesday. 
1st  Wednesday  in  July. 
Wednesday  after  Oct  11. 

w 

Sa^bridgin»rth 

April  23  . 
October  19. 

W. 

The  harvest  fair,  commonly  called  **  the  Welsh  Pair.' 
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LiBT  or  179S. 

List  op  1888. 

Flaee. 

Fair  Dajjs. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Lay. 

TTwi*vtf>snflCTTM^.» 

April  96      - 

F. 

VJ'KwrvckitniamtWm.mm 

cont. 
StaDdon 

COHt. 

StaTenige  • 

Nine  days  before  Easter. 
Nine   days   before  Whit 

Sunday. 
1st  Friday  in  September. 

F. 

Stevenage 

September  22  and  23      - 

Siortford  Bishop's  - 

Holy  Thursday 

Th.  after  Trimty  Sunday. 

October  10. 

Th. 

Tring 

Easter  Tuesday       - 
October  10  (hiring). 

— 

Tring 

Easter  Monday      - 
October  11. 

— 

Ware 

Last  Tuesday  in  April    - 
Tu.  before  St.  Matthew. 
September  21. 

Tu, 

Ware    - 

Last  Tuesday  in  April    - 
Tuesday  before  Sept  21. 

Watfoid 

Last  Tuesday  in  March  - 
Trinity  Thursday. 
May  12. 
August  81. 
September  9  (statute). 

Tu. 

HUNTINODOirSHIRB : 

Alconbury     * 

June  24  - 

HuNnNQDOirSHIRB : 

1 

Earith 

May4         .            -        - 
July  25. 
November  1. 

— 

Earith  Bridge 

May4     - 
July  25. 
November  1. 

— ' 

Godmanchester 

Easter  Tuesday 

— 

Godmanchester 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
in  Easter  week. 

8. 

Hundngdon   - 

March  25* 

S. 

Huntingdon  - 

July  18   - 

Kimbolton     - 

Friday  in  Easter  week    - 
December  11. 

F 

Kimbolton   - 

Easter  and  Whit  Friday  - 
October  11. 
December  11. 

F. 

Leighton    - 

Biayl2   - 
Octobers 

— 

_ 

St  iTes      . 

Whit  Monday 

— 

St.  Ives 

Whit  Monday 
October  12. 

M. 

St.  Neots       - 

Saturday  before  8rd  Tues- 
day in  January. 
January  (O.S.) 
Asceusion  Day. 
Corpus  Christi. 
December  17. 
August  1  (hiring). 

Th. 

St  Neots     - 

Holy    Thursday   and    3 

weeks  after. 
l8t  Thursday  after  Oct  1. 
Thursday  before  Dec.  17. 

*  i 

Ramsey 

July  22   - 

W. 

- 

f 

June  23      -           -        - 
Friday  before  Nov.  22. 

F. 

Spaldick        -       - 

Wed.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
November  28. 

— 

/ 

StlltOD 

February  16           «        . 

W. 

Yaxley 

Ascension  Day    • 

— 

Isui  ov  MaK: 
BaUasalla 

4th  Wednesday,  in  Jan., 
June,  and  November. 

1st  Wednesday  |n  March 
and  October.  , 

2nd  Wednesday  in  April 
and  August. 

S. 

• 

Ballaugh    - 

8rd  Tuesday  in  May 
4th  Wednesday  in  Aug. 

S. 

*  Owen  notes  that  **  tbis  ftiir  is  not  observed.' 
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BOrAL  COKKISSION  ON  MABKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


LiBT  ov  179S. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

ISLB  OP  MaN'COIU. 

Colby    - 

Ist  Wednesday  in  Dec.   - 

S. 

Douglas 

November  12 

S. 

Laxey 

2nd  Tuesday  in  May 

Ist  Wednesday  in  August 

s. 

Mjcbael 

8rd  Wednesday  in  June  - 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Oct 

s. 

Bamsey 

8nd  Wednesday  in  Feb.  - 
8rd  Wednesday  in  Mar. 
Tuesday  after  Nov.  1. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Dec 

s. 

St.  John's      - 

1st  and  4th  Wednesday  in 

February, 
8nd  and  4th  Wednesday 

in  March. 
4th  Wednesday  in  April 
8rd  Wednesday  in  May 

and  November. 
Julys. 

s. 

St  Mark's    • 

2nd  Wednesday  in  May  - 

s. 

Santon 

4th  Wednesday  in  May  . 

s. 

Sulby 

1st  Wednesday  in  April, 

May,  and  June. 
8rd  Wednesday  in  July. 

-  & 

Kmr: 
Ackhole     . 

May  80  (toys) 

Kbmt: 

Aoris  Mill      - 

October  16 

— 

AlzerfoTd   - 

June  89      - 

-. 

Appledore     - 

JaDoary  U 
June  8S. 

Tu. 

Ash 

Aprils 
October  10. 

— 

Asfafoid         .       . 

1st  Tnesdayinerery  month 
May  17. 

October  83. 

S. 

Ashfoid 

May  17    - 

8rd  Tuesday  in  August. 
September  9. 
October  12. 

To, 

Babbington 

Ai]giist84 

— 

Badlennore    - 

September  9           -        . 
October  84. 
Koyember  17. 

— 

Benenden  - 

May  15  - 
August  4. 

— 

Benenden     - 

May!        -           .       . 

- 

Bethenden    - 

July  81 

— 

Bidctondob . 

OldLadyDay        -       . 

Aprils. 

NoTember  8. 

— 

Biddenden    - 

November «        - 

-^ 

BiBingston     - 

Julys     - 

— 

Blaokheatb 

May  18                   .       . 
October  11. 

— 

Bonghton 

July  a     - 

— 

Bnstead    -           ;. 

Ascension  Day 

— 

Bromfield      • 

June  4 

— 

Bromley    - 

February  14            -        - 
Augusts. 

Th, 

Brompwii 

May  88    . 

— 

Biw^land  - 

August  1     - 
October  10. 

— 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 
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List  ov  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Da  ja. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Kent— com/. 
Canterbary*  - 

May  4  (toys)      - 
October  10. 

W.&S. 

KjiiCT— con/. 

' 

Chalk 

May  15 

— 

Challock        -       . 

October  8 

— 

Charing 

May  4         -            -        - 
October  29. 

— 

Charleton      - 

'October  18 

— 

Chatham    - 

May  15       - 
October  20. 

s. 

Cherering      - 

May  16   - 

— 

Chilham     - 

November  8 

— 

Chiflelhnrst     - 

Wed.  in  Whitsun  week  - 

— 

Church  Witfield     - 

July  5  (toys) 

— 

Cliff 

September  28      - 

— 

Cobham 

August  2    -            -        - 

— 

Cowden      - 

Mays     . 
August  2. 

— 

Cranbrook      - 
Crayf ord    - 

May  30       -            -        - 
September  29. 

September  12      - 

s. 

Cranbrook     - 

May  80   - 

September  29         -       - 

Alternate 
W.from 
Jime2. 

Dartford 

August  2     -            -        - 

s. 

Deal 

Aprils    - 
October  10. 

Th. 

Dover 

November  22          -        - 

w.&s. 

Dulwich     - 

Eastchurch    - 

May  31  (toys)     - 

— 

1?ii«t^i"g     -           • 

September  14          -        - 

— 

Bast  Mailing  - 

August  6             -            - 

— 

Eastroj 

October  2   - 

— 

Bdenbridge    - 

May6     . 

— 

Elham 

Palm  Monday 
Easter  Monday. 
Wbit  Monday, 
October  20. 

M. 

Ehnstead 

• 

July  25    - 

— 

Eamborough 

September  12 

Famingham  - 

October  15          -           - 

Famingham 

October  15 

8rd  W« 

in  every 
month. 

FaTersham 

February  25           -        - 
August  12. 

W.&8. 

Fkversham    - 

October  11  - 

W.&S. 

Folkstone      - 

June  28  - 
September  25. 

Th. 

Frittenden  - 

September  8            -        - 

— 

GKUingham 

March  27             -            - 

— 

Qoodnestone 

September  25         -       - 

— 

Gondbnrst     - 

August  26           -           - 

W. 

Grayesend  - 

April  28  (toys) 
October  24. 

W.&& 

Grarei^d    - 

Oet6ber94 

S 

Great  Chart  - 

Aprils    - 

— 

Owen  notes  that  there  is '  »  market  toll  free  eveij  Wednesday  for  hops." 
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nOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKBT  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Liw  or  1799. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

EMVT^cont. 
Greenstreet 

September  23 ,       - 

— . 

Groombridge 

May  17   - 
September  25. 

— 

Hadlow 

Whit  Monday 

— 

Hamstreet  • 

May  14 

— 

Haniotfham  - 

Julys 

— 

Hawkhnnt 

August  10 

— 

Hearn 

April  16      -           .        - 

— 

Hedcom    - 

June  12  - 

— 

Honemanden 

July  26 

— 

Hythe 

July  10   - 
December  1. 

Th. 

Ingleham 

March  27    - 

— 

KeoningtOD 

July  6     - 

— 

Lionberharst  - 

April  5        -            -        - 
May  21. 

— 

LoDham 

June  6     - 
October  28. 

Tu. 

Leigh 

July  25 

— 

Lidd  -           -        - 

First  Monday  in  Sept. 

— 

Littlebnrn  - 

July  5  (toys) 

— 

Lyminge 

Julys     - 

— 

Maidstone 

Ist    Tuesday   m    every 

month. 
February  13. 
May  12. 
June  20. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 

Th.* 

Mailing 

August  12           -           - 
October  2. 
November  17. 

8. 

Marden 

October  10  -            -        - 

— 

Meopham 

July  10  - 

— 

Menham 

Friday  after  Whitsun  week 

— 

Milton 

July  24  . 

S. 

Minster 

Palm  Monday 

— 

Mrtnglmm 

October  29 

— 

.  Monkton    - 

July  23 

— 

Kewenden      - 

July  1     - 

— 

June  29      -           -        - 

— 

North  Down 

July  25  (toys) 

— 

Old  Chaple 

September  4  (toys) 

— 

Orford 

August  24 

— 

Ozpington 

Holy  Thursday  (toys)    - 

— 

Ospringe    - 

May  29  (toys) 

— 

Oxted            -        - 

May  1  (toys)      - 

— 

Whit  Tuesday 

— 

Pembury 

Whit  Tuesday     - 

— 

List  or  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Kent— eon<. 


Horsmonden 


Maidstone 


New  Bomney 


July  26 


February  13 
May  12. 
June  20. 
October  17. 


August  21 


Market 
Day. 


2nd  ft  4th 
Tu.mnthly 


*  Tbe  second  Tuesday  in  October  was  a  **  great  market,"  and  there  was  *'  a  market  toll  for  every  Thursday  for  hop  and  com. 
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List  of  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Race. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Plaee. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

KEXT^cont, 
Penshnrat  - 

June  26         -         -        - 

KEVT—^Hmt, 

Pluckley 

December  6             -        - 

— 

PWBton      . 

May  23   - 

— 

Queenborough 

August  5  (toys)      - 

— 

Rochester      - 

May  SO   -            -            - 
December  11. 
4th    Tuesday    in    CTery 
month. 

F. 

Rochester      - 

May  80               .           • 
April  16. 
August  30. 
December  11. 

Bomnej 

August  22 

S. 

St.  Lawrence 

August  10  (toys) 

— 

St.  Peter's      - 

April  5    - 
July  10  (toys). 

— 

St.  Margaret's,  near 
Doyer. 

July  31  (pleasure) 

— 

St.  Mary  Cray 

June  24  (toys) 

— 

Sandwich       .        - 

December  4 

W.&S. 

Sandhurst  - 

May  25 

— 

Sandhurst  - 

May  25   - 

^ 

Sarr 

October  14  (toys) 

— 

Scale 

June  6  (toys) 

— 

Sellinge 

May  21    - 
October  M. 

— 

ScTcnoaks  - 

July  10         -          -        - 
October  12. 

8rd    Tuesday    in   every 
month. 

s. 

Shoreham      - 

May  1  (toys) 

— 

Sittingboome 

Whit  Monday,  Tuesday, 

and  Wednesday. 
October  10. 

— 

Smarden 

Ociober  10 

F. 

Smith 

May  12        -           -        - 
September  29. 

— 

Staple    -       -       - 

July  25    . 

— 

Stclling 

Ascension  Day 
Noyember  12. 

— 

Stockbury      - 

August  2  (toys)  - 

— 

Stone 

Ascension  Day 

-- 

Stroud 

August  26  (toys) 

— 

Tenterdeo    - 

1st  Monday  in  May 

F 

Tonbridge     - 

Ash  Wednesday     - 

Julys. 

October  11  (statute). 

October  29. 

Ist  Tuesday  in  month. 

F 

Tunbridge      • 

Last  Friday  in  October  - 

Tta. 

October  2 

— 

Waldershare  - 

Whit  Tuesday 

— 

Westerham 

Mays     - 

W. 

Whitstable     - 

Thursday    before    Whit 
Sunday. 

- 

Wingham     - 

May  12  - 
Noyember  12. 

— 

Wlttersham   - 

Mayl         - 

— 

Woodnesborongh    - 

Holy  Thursday  (toys) 

— 

▲     55729. 


^<A  a 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET   RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


Lmt  ov  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Kent — cont. 
Wrotham 

Wye 


Woolwich 
Talding 


LANOABHntB  : 

Ashtoc-under-Line 

Bartholomew 
Blakebiirn 

Bolton 


Booth 

Bronghton 

Barnley 

Bury  • 


Cartmel 
Chipping 

Choriey     - 

CUthero 


May  4     - 

March  24    - 
May  29. 
September  30. 
November  2. 


Easter  Tuesday 
October  15  and  16. 


August  5 
November  20. 


April  24  and  25  • 
September  24  and  25. 

May  11    - 
September  11. 
October  29. 

July  80 
October  18. 


T. 


F. 


Whit  Eve   - 

Saturday  before  Oct.  28. 

August  1        -        - 


March  6  - 
Easter  Eve. 
May  8  or  9. 
July  10. 
October  11. 

March  5  - 

May  8. 

2nd  Thursday  after  Whit 

Sunday. 
September  18. 


Whit  Monday 

1st  Tuesday  after  October. 

Easter  Tuesday 
St.  Bartholomew. 
August  24. 

March  26    -        - 
May  5. 
August  20. 
September  5  (toys). 

July  21       -  -        - 

March  24. 

4th  Sun.  after  St.  Michael 
September  29. 
December  7. 


M. 


M. 


Th. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


M. 


Tu. 


Lanoashike  : 
Accrington    - 

Ashton-under-Lyne 


Market 
Day. 


1st   Thursday    in    April 
and  August. 

March  23  •  - 

April  29. 
July  25. 
November  21 . 


Blackburn 


Bolton-le-Moors 


Broughton  -  in  - 
Fumess. 

Burnley 


Bury 

Camforth 
CartmeU 

Chipping 
Choriey 

Clitheroe  . 


-     Easter  week 


2nd  Wednesday  in  Jan. 

and  Oct 
Shrove  Monday. 
Last  Wednesday  in  July. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Oct. 
2nd  Thursday  in  Oct. 


August  1  -  - 

November  11. 

March  6      -  -        - 

Easter  Eve. 

2nd  Thursday  in  July  to 
following  Monday. 


March  5  - 
Mays. 
September  18. 


April  29      - 

Wednesday  before  Easter 
and  November  5. 

April  28  -  - 

1st  Wednesday  in  Oct. 


March  26  -  - 

August  20. 
May  5. 
October  21. 

March  24,  25,  and  26 

3rd  Thursday  in  May. 

August  3. 

October  21  (being  Thurs- 
day before  4th  Saturday 
after  Michaelmas),  22, 
and  28. 

December  7. 


Ta.&S. 


M. 


S.&M. 


Daily. 
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List  of  1792. 

List  ov  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Dayt. 

Market 
Day. 

Phioe. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Lamoashibx— con/. 
Cockerham  - 

Easter  Monday 

.... 

LANGA8UIBB--C0n/. 

Coin 

March  7  - 
May  13. 
October  10. 

W. 

Coke 

Last  Thursday  in  March, 

May,  aud  October. 
Last  Wednesday  monthly. 

"^ 

Coniston 

3rd  Saturday  in  Sept      - 

8. 

Crewe 

Monday  -            -           - 

— 

Dalton  -        -       - 

June  6         -            -        - 
October  23. 

s. 

Dalton  in  Fumess  - 

April  28      . 
June  6. 
October  28. 

TU.&8. 

Oarstang 

Holy  ThuTiday    - 
July  9. 
NoTember  21. 

Th. 

Garstang    - 

Holv  Thursday    - 
July  10  and  11. 
NoTember  22  and  28. 

— 

Great  Ecdeston     - 

Msrch  14 
April  14. 
Norember  4. 

— 

Harwood    - 

May  17    - 
August  21. 

F. 

Hastmgden    - 

May  8                      -        - 

Julyl. 

October  16. 

W. 

Haslingden    - 

February  2 
May  8. 
July  4. 
Octobers. 

TU.&S. 

Hawshead    - 

Holy  Thursday    - 
St.  Matthew. 
September  21. 

M. 

Hawkthead 

Easter  Monday  and  5th 

Monday  after. 
October  2. 

— 

Heywood 

1st  Friday  in  April  and 
October. 

— 

Hornby 

July  80    - 

M. 

Hornby 

Alternate  Tuesdays  from 
July  to  December. 

— 

Inglewhile     - 

Mon.  before  Holy  Thurs. 
October  5. 

— 

Liglewhite  - 

April  25  - 

1st  Monday  after  Rogation 

Sunday. 
Monday  before  1st  Wed. 

in  October. 

" 

Kirkham    - 

June  24       - 
October  8  (toys). 

T. 

Kirkham 

February  4           -            - 
April  28. 
October  18. 

One  day  following  each 
for  toys. 

Mayl     . 
July  5. 
Augest  11. 
October  9. 

S. 

Lancaster  - 

Friday  before  1st  week  in 

January. 
Mayl. 
Julys. 
October  10. 
May. 
Ist  Wednesday  in  July, 

August,   October,   and 

December. 

Leigh            -       - 

April  24  . 
December  7. 

S. 

Littieboiough 

March  i        -          -        - 
October  18. 

— 

liyerpool 

July  25    - 
NoTember  11. 

S- 

Liyerpool 

Ist  Monday  after  Feb.  5 

and  after  May  1. 
Last  Monday  in  August. 
Ist  Monday  after  Nov.  20. 

Longridge  - 

February  16        - 

March  16. 

April  16. 

1st  Tuesday  in  May. 

November  5. 

Manehetter 

Whit  Monday 
October  1. 
NoTember  17. 

s. 

Manchester    • 
Mossley     - 

Easter  week 
October  1,  2,  and  8. 

Last  Friday  in  Februaiy  - 

June  21. 

Last  Monday  in  October. 

Digitized  by  Vn 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS 


List  of  1792. 

List  of  1838. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Lanoashirb— con/. 
Newburgh 

June  21   • 

«_ 

Lavoabhirb — cont. 
Newburgh 

Jane  21   - 

..^ 

Newchurch 

April  29      - 
September  80. 

— 

Newton 

February  12        - 
May  17. 
August  11. 

8. 

Newton-le-Willows 

May  17        -            -        - 
August  11  and  12. 

— 

North  Meots 

Monday  before  Aug.  20  - 

— 

Oldham         -       - 

May            -            .        . 

— 

Oldham      - 

May  2      - 
Quarterly. 

— 

Ormikirk 

Whit  Monday 
September  8. 

T. 

Ormskirit       .       . 

WhU  Mon.  and  Tues.      . 
September  10  and  11. 

Th. 

Padiham 

Mays     . 
September  26. 

— 

Poalton 

February  18    -        -        - 
May  8. 
July  25. 

M. 

Poulton-le-Fylde    - 

February  3          -            - 
April  18. 
November  8. 

— 

P^eseot 

June  12  - 
August  24  and  25. 
All  Saints  (Nov.  1). 

T.* 

Prescot 

Shrove  Tuesday 
Alternate  Tuesdays  until 
Ist  Tuesday  in  May. 

— 

Preston 

Ist  Sat.  after   Epiphany 

(January  6). 
March  27. 
August  11. 
September  7.* 
November  7. 

W.,  F., 
andS. 

Preston 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday  in  Ist  whole 
week  in  January. 

Saturday  after  Feb.  15. 

February  16. 

March  15,  27,  and  28. 

April  15. 

2Dd  Wednesday  in  May. 

2nd  Thursday  m  May. 

August  25  and  26. 

October  8  and  4. 

November  6  and  7. 

Last  Tuesday  in  February, 
March,     April,     May, 
June,     July,    August, 
September,  and  October. 

December  1. 

March  27 

August  25. 

November  7. 

M.,Tu.. 
W.,  F.,  & 

8. 

Badcliffe  Bridge     - 

April  29  and  80      - 
September  28  and  29. 

— 

Rochdale      - 

May  14    - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Noyember  7. 

M. 

Bochdale    • 

May  14    - 
November  7. 

— 

Bufford 

Mayl         - 

— 

Scholes  in  Wigan  - 

June  2,  8,  4,  5,  7,  and  27 
October  28,  29,  and  80. 
November  1. 

— 

Skerton      • 

April  80  . 

— 

Stalybridge    • 

Last  Monday  in  January, 
April,  July,   and   Oc- 
tober (quarterly  fsdn). 

Monthly  tairs  last  Mon- 
day and  last  Saturday 
in  September. 

M.,F.,& 
S. 

Standlsh 

June  29  - 
November  22. 

■  — 

Standlsh     - 

Last    Monday    in    June 
and  November. 

— 

Todmorden    - 

Thursday,    Friday,    and 
Saturday  before  Easter. 

Last    Thursday  in  Sept 
and  two  days  after. 

s. 

UlTetstone 

1 

Holy  Thursday 

1st  Thurs.  after  Oct.  28. 

M. 

Ulverston    - 

Tuesday  before  Ist  whole 
week  in  January. 

Tuesday    before    Easter 
Sunday. 

Whit  Thursday. 

October  24. 

November  12  (hiring). 

Th. 

*"  A  fortnigfat  market." 

t  And  a  *  guild  or  Jubilee  "  every  90lh  year,  beginning  the  last  week  in  August  and  continuing  for  a 
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List  of  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days, 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
uay. 

§ 
Lanoashibe — cont. 
Up  Holland  - 

July  15    - 

W. 

Lanoashibb — cohL 
UphoUand      - 

Easter  Monday 

,_ 

Warrington   - 

July  18 
St.  Andrew 
November  30. 

W. 

Warrington  - 

July  17  and  18    - 
November  29  and  80. 

W.&8. 

Weeton 

Ist  Tuesday  after  Trinity 
Sunday. 

— 

Weeton 

Trinity  Mon.  and  Tues.  - 

— 

Westonghton 

3rd  Wednesday  in  Oct 

^ 

Wigan 

Day  before  Holy  Thurs.  . 
June  27. 
October  28. 

M.&F. 

Wigan 

June  27   - 
October  28  and  29. 

F. 

Wray 

Shrove  Tuesday 
April  30. 

LSIOBSTBRSHIBB  : 

Leicbstbbshire: 

Ashby  de  U  Zonch 

EaHter  Tuesday 
Whit  Tuesday. 
September  4. 
November  8. 

S. 

Belton   - 

Mon.  after  Trinity  week  - 

— 

Belton 

Mon.  after  Trinity  week  - 

— 

BiUsden       - 

April  23 

F. 

Billesdon      - 

Ist  Monday  in  May  and 

October. 
Last  Monday  in  February 

and  August. 

BosTTortb    - 

October  16 

— 

Castle  Donington  - 

March  17    - 
July  25. 
Michaehnas  Day. 

S. 

Uallaton 

Holy  Thursday 
Thurs.  three  weeks  after 
Holy  Thursday. 

Th. 

Hallaton 

Holy  Thursday  and  Srd 
Thursday  alter  it 

— 

Hinckley    - 

August  26  -            -        - 
Ist,  2nd,  and  3rd  Monday 

after  Epiphany. 
Easter  Monday. 
Mon.  before  Whit  Mon. 
Whit  Monday. 
Monday  after  St.  Simon 

and  Jude  (Oct  28). 

M. 

Hmckley    - 

August  26           -            - 

M. 

Husbands-Bosworth 

October  16 

— 

Kegworth      - 

February  18 
Easter  Monday. 
April  80. 
October  10  (pleasure). 

" 

March  2  - 
Falm  Saturday. 
Saturday  in  Easter  Week. 
May  12. 
July  5. 
October  10. 
December  8. 

W.  &S. 

Leicester 

March  2    - 

Sat.  week  before  Easter. 

Sat  in  Easter  week. 

May  12. 

July  5. 

October  9. 

December  8. 

Looghborough 

March  28 
April  25. 
Holy  Thursday. 
August  12. 
November  18. 
March  24. 
September  80. 

Th. 

Loughborough 

2nd  Thursday  monthly    - 
Ascension  Day. 

Th. 

Lutterworth  - 

February  16    - 
April  2. 
Holy  Thursday. 
September  16. 

Tb. 

Lutterworth  - 

April  2            -        -        - 
September  16. 
Holy  Thursday. 

1 

Th. 

Market  Bosworth   - 

Mays      - 
July  10. 

W. 

Market  Bosworth  - 

May  8     - 

W. 
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£#fAL   COMMISSION  ON   MARKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  ow  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Dayg. 


LsiOBSTKHSHnUfi — 

cont. 
Market  Harboroagh 


Melton  Mowbray 


Moontsorrel  - 

Waltham     on     the 
Would. 


LnrOOLNBHIBS: 

AHbrd 


Bamwell 

Barton  on  Che  Hom- 
ber. 

Belton 

Boston 


Bonm    • 


Brig 


Burgh    - 


Castor 


Corby    - 

CoaJiiorpe 
Crowland 
Crowle 


January  6   -  -        - 

February  16. 
April  29. 
July  81. 
October  19  to  28. 

1st  Tuesday  after  Jan.  17 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 
Holy  Thursday. 
Whit  Tuesday. 
August  2]. 


Market 
Day. 


July  29  (pleasure)  • 
September  19 


Whit  Tuesday 
NoYember  8. 


May  14   . 

October  10. 

Trinity  Thursday    - 

September  25      - 

May  4 

August  11  (town  fidr). 
November  80  (last  4  days), 
December  11. 


March  7 
May  6. 
October  29 
November  80. 

August  5 


May  12    - 
October  2. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


M. 
Th. 


Tu. 


Saturday 
Sunday. 

Saturday 
Sunday. 

June  1. 

Saturday 
Michael. 


before     Palm 
before     Whit 


after       Old 


August  26 

Monday  before  Oct.  10. 

July  5      - 

September  4  - 

Last  Monday  in  May 
September  4. 
November  22. 


M. 


W.&! 


S. 


Th. 


Th. 

S. 
S. 


List  or  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Lbickstershibb — 
cont. 
Market  Harborough 


Melton  Mowbray   - 


Mountsorrel   - 

Waltham  -  on  -  the 
Wolds, 


Linoolnshibb  : 
Alford 


April  29      - 

Oct.  16,  18,  19,  and  20. 


Monday  and  Tuesday  after 

January  17. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  April. 
VN'hit  Tuesday. 
August  21. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  Sept. 
September  29. 
October  25. 

Ist  Tuesday  after  Dec.  8. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  Sept. 
April  14. 
September  22. 
December  1. 

July  10  to  19 

September  17  and  19 


Barton-upon-Humber 


Boston 


Bourn 


Burgh    - 


Caistor 


Caythorpe 
Corby 

Crowle 


Whit  Tuesday 
July  81. 
August  24. 
September  16. 
November  8. 


Trinity  Thursday  - 


May  4  and  5  -        - 

August  15. 
September  15. 
November  18  and  19. 
December  11. 

1st  Thursday  in  April 
Ist  Thurs.  sfter  May  5. 
Last  Thursday  in  Sept. 
and  October. 

2nd  Thursday  in  April    - 
Friday  before  May  11. 
August  5. 

2nd  Thursday  in  May  and 

August 
September  26. 

Fri.  and  Sat  before  Palm 

Sunday. 
Saturday  before  Sept.  18. 
Friday  and  Saturday  after 
October  11. 


2nd  Friday   after    Crood 
Friday. 

August  26  -  - 

Monday  before  Oct  11. 


Last  Monday  in  May 
September  14. 
November  23. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


W.&S. 


Th. 


Th. 


S. 
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List  of  179i. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

LnrooLNSHnuB— con/ 
DoDnington    - 

May  26    - 
Aogost  17. 
September  6. 
October  16. 

S. 

Bmpworth  - 

September  9    - 
l8t  Thursday  after    Old 
Michael. 

8. 

Folkingham  - 

Ash  Wednesday  - 

Palm  Monday. 

May  12. 

June  16. 

July  3. 

Thursday       after       Old 

Michael. 
November  10  and  22. 

Th. 

Iftlliwgtmm 

Thursday  after  Easter     - 
November  22. 

— 

Gkunsborough 

Easter  Tuesday  - 

Oct.  20  (chiefly  pleasure). 

Tu. 

Grantham  - 

5th  Monday  in  Lent 
Easter  Eve. 
Holy  Thursday. 
July  10. 
October  26. 
December  17. 

8. 

Orimsby 

June  17   - 
September  15. 

W. 

Haxey 

Julys     - 

— 

Heokington    - 

2nd    Tuesday    in    April 
(O.S.) 

— 

Holbeach    - 

May  17    - 

2nd  Tuesday  in  Sept. 

Th. 

Homcastle     - 

June  22  - 
August  21.* 

S. 

Kirton 

July  18  - 
December  11. 

8. 

Lincoln .        -        - 

Friday  in  Easter  week     - 
Second  Tuesday  in  April 

(0.8.) 
Friday  before  April  29. 
Julys. 
October  6. 
November  28. 

F. 

Louth 

April  30  - 

3rd  Monday  after  May  1 1 . 

August  5. 

November  22. 

W.&8. 

Lndford 

August  12. 

Market  Deeping     • 

Second  Wednesday  after 
May  11. 

August  1. 
October  10. 
November  22. 

Th. 

List  or  1838. 

Pbice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

LiNCOLNSHIRB — COfi/. 

Donington     - 

May  26       - 
Septemb^-  4. 
October  17. 

Th. 

Epworth     - 

Thursday  after  May  1  and 
September  29. 

Th. 

FaQdngliam   - 

Ash  Wednesday      - 
May  18. 
June  14  and  15. 
July  12. 
November  22, 

Th. 

Oainsboroogh 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

in  Easter  week. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

after  October  20. 

Tu. 

Glentham 

Wed.  before  Sept.  25 

— 

Grantham    - 

6th  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 

Wednesday  in  Lent 
July  7. 
October  26. 
December  17. 

M.&S. 

Grimsby 

1st  Monday  in  April 
2nd  Monday  in  October. 

— 

Heckington  - 

2nd  Thursday  in  Sept.    - 

— 

Holbeach      - 

May  17    - 
September  17. 
October  11. 

Th. 

Homcastle     - 

5th  Thursday  in  Lent      - 
2nd  Th.  after  June  21. 
2nd  Monday  in  August 
4  days  aft^  2nd  Thurs. 

October  28  and  29. 

S. 

Kirton  Lindsey 

July  18    - 
December  11. 

— 

Lincoln 

Last  whole  week  in  April 
(greatest  fair  in  In- 
land). 

F.  . 

Long  Sutton  - 

May  18 

Friday  after  September  26. 

F. 

Louth 

April  29- 
September  17. 
October  22. 
November  23. 

F.&W. 

*  "Held  tUl  lately  at  Stainton.  and  now  caUed  Horooasile^Hsinton  Fair.* 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  op  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Phice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Market  Rasen 

Every  other  Tuesday  after 

Palm  Sunday. 
September  25. 

Th. 

LiNCOLllSBIRB— <COIl/. 

Market  Basen 

4th  Tuesday  in  Lent 
September  25. 

Tu. 

Messingham 

Trinity  Monday  - 

— 

Mastingham  - 

Trinity  Monday  - 

— 

Navenby 

August  18       •        -        - 
October  17. 

Th. 

Partney      - 

August  1  and  25 
September  18  and  19. 

Partney      - 

August  1  and  25     - 
September  18  and  19. 
Wednesday  and  Thursday 
after  October  11. 

" 

Saltfleet      - 

October 

— 

Saltfltetby     - 

October  3            -            - 

— 

Scotter  - 

July  6      - 

— 

Scotter 

July  6  and  10 

— 

Sleaford 

Plow  Monday 
Easter  Monday. 
Whit  Monday. 
August  1. 
Ooober  20. 

M. 

Sleaford 

Plough  Monday  - 
Easter  Monday. 
Whit  Monday. 
August  12. 
October  20. 

M. 

Spalding     - 

April  27  - 
June  29. 
August  26. 
Septemher  25. 
Wednesnay  before  Dec.  6. 

Tu. 

Spalding     - 

1st  Tuesday  after  Lincoln 

April  fair. 
Last  Tuesday  in  June  and 

August. 
September  25. 
December  Friday  before 
London  Christmas  market 

T. 

Spilsby  . 

Monday      before      Whit 

Monday. 
Monday       after       Whit 

Monday. 
Monday    fortnight    after 

Whit  Sunday  if  it  falls 

in  May. 
1  St  Monday  in  July  (O.S.) 

M. 

Spilsby  - 

Monday     before     Whit 

Monday. 
Monday  after  July  12. 

M. 

Spital 

November  25  - 

— 

Stainton 

October    29   {see    Horn- 
castle). 

M. 

Stamford 

Tuesday  before  Feb.  18  - 
Monday  before  Mid-Lent. 
Mid-Lent  Monday,  lasts 

a  fortnight. 
Monday  before  May  12. 
Monday     after     Corpus 

Christ!. 
St.  James  (O.S.) 
August  5. 

St.  Simon  and  Jude. 
November  8. 

M.&F. 

Stamford 

January  9,  80,  and  81      - 

March  5  and  12.. 

AprU  9. 

May  7. 

June  4. 

July  24. 

September  8. 

October  8. 

November  8  and  9. 

December  3. 

M.&F. 

Stookwith  - 

September  4        • 

— 

Stow  Green   - 

June  16  - 

— 

Stow 

October  10 

— 

Stow 

October  10 

— 

Swineshead    - 

Jst  Tuesday  in  June 
October  2. 

— 

Swinstead  - 

Monday  after  Old  Michael 
October  10. 

— 

• 

Tidfbrd . 

April  16  - 
December  6. 

— 

Tottenhall 

Friday  after  4th  May,  and 
every  other  Friday  in 
Spring. 

May  14. 

September  25. 

Tu. 

Torksey 

Whit  Monday      - 

~ 

Wainfleet    - 

8rd  Saturday  in  May 
July  5. 

August  24  (pleasure). 
October  24. 

S. 

Wainfleet       • 

8rd  Saturday  in  May      - 
July  5. 
August  24. 
October  24. 

& 
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LUT  OF  1792. 

« 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

LnfOOLVSHiRB— con/. 
Winteringham 

July  14 

LlNCOLNSHIRS— con/. 

Winterton  - 

Julys    -       .       •       . 

-~ 

Winterton  - 

Tuesday      before     Palm 

Sunday. 
September  23. 

W. 

Wngby        -       - 

Holy  Thursday    - 
September  29. 

Th. 

Wragly-       -       - 

Mayl      - 
September  28  and  20. 

— 

Wroot 

July  11. 

— 

MSRIONBTHSHIBB  : 

B«la 

May  14 
July  lu. 

S. 

MSRIONKTHSHIRE : 

Bala 

drd  Monday  in  January  - 
March  6. 
April  22. 
May  14. 
June  3. 
July  10. 
August  11. 
September  11  and  27. 
October  25. 
November  8. 
December  19. 

F. 

BeUus 

March  16 
June  22. 
August  12. 
September  16. 
December  12. 

Bettws    -    GwerftU 
Goch. 

June  22  - 
August  12. 
September  16. 

■^ 

Corwen 

March  12 
May  24. 
July  21. 
October  10. 
December  26. 

Corwen 

8rd  Tu.  iu  every  month  - 

F. 

Conwydd 

October  21  -           -        - 

Cynwyd 

August  6             -            - 
October  21. 

— 

Dinasmouthy 

June  2     - 
September  10. 
October  1. 
November  13. 

F. 

Diuas  Mawddy 

June  2   -        * 
September  10. 
October  18. 
November  13. 

"- 

DoUegelley    -        - 

May  11    - 
July  4. 

September  20. 
October  9. 
November  22. 
December  16. 

Tu. 

DolgeUy 

February  20 
March  18. 
April  1. 
May  11. 
June  1  and  27. 
August  8. 
September  20. 
October  9. 
November  22. 
December  16. 

S. 

Testiniog 

May  24   - 

Friday  after  Trinity. 
July  2. 
August  28. 
September  26. 
October  19. 
November  13. 

Festiniog    -           •* 

March  7  - 
May  24. 
June  30. 
August  15. 
September  26. 
October  23. 
November  18 

Harloch     - 

Thursday  after  Trinity    - 
June  80. 
August  21. 
December  11. 

S. 

Llanderfel 

August  17           -            - 

— 

Llandullo  - 

February  25 

Mays. 

2nd  Thursday  in  July. 

August  28. 

November  14. 

Llanerillo   • 

February  25            -        - 
July  5. 
August  28. 
November  14. 

I 

A    55729. 


Bb 
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ROYAL  (COMMISSION   ON   MARKET   RIGHTS   AND  TOLLS  : 


List  op  1792. 


Place. 


Mebionethshirb — 
cont. 
LlaD&wer  - 

Llemruwehllyn 


Fenystreet  - 


Towyn 


Mtddlbsbz  : 
Bow 


Beggars  Bush 
Brentford 

Chiswick    - 
Bdgware 
Edmonton    - 

Enfield 

Hammersmith 
Hounslow 

London 


Sonthe« 

Staines 
Uxbridge 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


MOKMOUTHSHIRE  : 

Abergavenny 


August  25    - 

September  22 
'  Octobei  16. 


August  17    - 
September  21. 


May  18    - 


Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  in  Whit  week 
(toys). 

September  12 

May  17,  18,  and  19* 
September  12,  18,  and  14.* 

July  15, 16,  and  17  (toys) 

Holy  Thursday 

September  14,  15,  and  16 
(hiring  and  toys). 

September  23  (hiring)     - 
November  80. 

May  1  (toys) 

Trinity  Monday  - 
Monday  after  Sept.  29. 

Old     St.     Bartholomew, 

September      4     (toys, 

shows,  &c.) 
Every  Monday  and  Friday 

Smithfield. 
Every  Tuesday,  Thursday, 

and  Saturday. 


May  11 

September  19  (statute). 

March  25  (statute) 
July  31. 

September  29  (hiring). 
October  10. 


May  14    - 

Ist  Tuesday  after  Trinity. 

September  25. 


Ttt. 


Th. 


Th. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Mebionbtusbibb- 
cont. 


Llanuwchyllyn 


Maentwrog 


Trawsfynydd 


Mn>DLX8SX : 


Brentford  - 


W. 

F. 
Th. 


Enfield 


Hounslow 


Sonthgate 
Staines 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


April  22  - 
June  20. 
September  21 


May  15. 


March  17 
April  20. 
August  7. 
September  19. 


May  17,  18,  and  19 
September  12, 18,  and  14. 


Tu. 


NoTomber  80  - 


Trinity  Monday  and 
Monday  after  Michael- 
mas Day. 


September  1 

May  11- 
September  19. 


F. 


MONMOUTBBHIBE : 

Abergavenny 


Blackwood 


Tu. 


8rd  Tuesday  in  January, 

March,  and  June. 
May  14. 

Tuesday  before  July  20, 
September  25. 
November  19. 

March  2  - 
May  5. 
August  10. 
October  5, 


•  •*  Vy  ihp  rjmrter  tlies©  fairs  are  for  six  days,  but;  ««"©  seldom  kept  more  than  three," 
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List  op  1798. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


MoifXOUTHSHIBS — 

cont. 


Carleon 


Cattletown 


Chepttow 


Cbristoharoh,   near 
Carleoiu 

Grifmond 


Magor 


Momnonth 


Newport 


Pontypool  - 


Trullick)  near  Mon- 
montb. 

Ufk  . 


Mayl 
Jnly  80. 
September  21. 

May  6 
August  5. 
November  86. 

Friday  in  Whit  week 
Saturday  before  June  80. 
August  1 . 
Friday     fen'night     after 

St.  Luke,  October  18. 
Last  Monday  in  month. 


Two  last  Mondays  in  Lent 


Whit  Tuesday 
September  4. 
Norember  82. 

Holy  Thursday   - 
Whit  Thursday. 
August  1 5. 
November  6. 
8rd  Monday  in  month. 


April  22  < 

July  6. 

October  10. 

Last  Monday  in  month. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


S. 


(?) 


Monday  after  Trinity 
October  29. 


M. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


MONMOUTHSHIRS- 

amt. 
Blaenavon  • 


Bishton  • 
Caerleon 


Ghristchuroh  - 

Grosmont   • 

Maesycwmur 
Magor 

Monmouth 

Newport     - 

Peterstone     - 
Pontypool   • 

Raglan  - 

Redwick     • 
Risca     • 
Tredegar    - 

Usk       - 


MONTOOMERTSHIBB : 

Berriew 


Cemmaes 


Fair  Days. 


April  16  - 

2nd  Monday  in  July. 

September  17. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  Sept. 

3rd  Wednesday  in  Feb. 
Mayl. 
July  20. 
September  21. 


November  29 


Easter  Monday 
August  10. 
October  18. 

April  8    - 
October  6. 

Tuesday  before  April  17 
and  Tuesday  before 
October  17. 

2nd  Monday  in  May 
November  22. 


2nd  Wednesday  in  April 

and  August. 
Whit  Wednesday 
June  23. 
1st  Wednesday  in  Nov. 

Ist  Tuesday  in  July 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 

April  2  and  22        -        - 

Julys. 

October  10. 


March  81 

3rd  Monday  in  October. 

1st  Tuesday  in  September 

September  26        -  - 

April  19  - 
September  21. 


April  20  - 
Trinity  Monday. 
Tuesday  before  June  1 8. 
October  29. 
December  16. 


3rd  Friday  in  April  and 
October. 

Saturday     before     third 

Thursday  in  April. 
May  1. 
October  1  and  17. 


Market 
Day. 


2ndM. 
monthly. 


3rd  M.  in 
the  month. 


2nd  &  4th 
M.  &S. 


W.  &S. 


8idM. 
monthly. 


l8tM.  in 
the  month. 


Bb  2 
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UOYAL   COMMISSION   ON  MABKBT  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

M0NTOOMSRY6HIRB  : 

1 

Llanidloes      - 

let  Saturday  in  April 

May  11. 

July  17. 

l8t  Saturday  in  September. 

October  28. 

S. 

Llanvylling 

Wednesday  before  Easter 
May  24. 
June  28. 
October  5. 

Th. 

Machynleth    - 

May  16    - 
June  26. 
July  9. 
September  18. 

M, 

November  25. 

• 

Montgomery 

March  26 

1  St  Thursday  in  March. 

Ist  Thursday  in  May. 

Jone7. 

September  4. 

November  14. 

Th. 

Newtown 

Last  Tuesday  in  March  • 
1st    Tuesday    after  New 

May  Day. 
June  24. 

Last  Tuesday  in  August. 
October  24. 
December  16. 

8. 

Poole 

2nd  Monday  in  March    - 
Ist  Monday  before  Easter. 
June  5. 

Ist  Monday  after  July  10. 
September  12. 
November  16. 

M. 

IIOBFOIJI  : 

Aldeburgh 

June  21           -        r 

— 

Attleborougfa 

April  11          ~        -        - 
Thi  rsday      after      Holy 

Thursday. 
August  15. 

Th. 

Alesham 

March  a 

Last  Tuesday  in  Sept 

October  6. 

S. 

Banham     •           • 

January  22             -        - 

" 

List  or  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Maricet 
Day. 

MONTOOMBHTSHIBS— 

cont. 
Poor  Crosses* 

1st  and  3rd  Mon.  monthly 

Lkmbrynmair 

Monday  before  last  Tues- 
day in  February  and 
March. 

Thursday      before      last 
Thursday  in  April. 

May  81. 

September  30. 

November  11. 

1 

Lhm&is        - 

1st  Friday  in  the  month  - 

— 

Lhingurig  - 

September  30        •         - 

i    _ 

i 

Llanidloes      - 

Saturday      before      last 
Tuesday  in  each  month. 
May  11. 
l8t  Friday  in  October. 

s. 

t 

1 

1 
1 

Machynlleth 

1st  Wednesday  in  March  - 
Monday  before  8rd  Thurs- 
day in  April. 
Wednesday  before  Easter. 
May  16. 

3rd  Saturday  in  May. 
June  26. 
August  7. 
September  18. 
Last  Wednesday  in  Sept. 
October  21. 
November  26. 

1 

W. 

• 

Montgomery    - 

Ist  Thursday  in    month 

except  December.  . 
2nd  Thursday  in  Dec. 

Th. 

Newtown    - 

Last  Tuesday  in  month  - 

Tu. 

Welshpool     • 

Ist  and  8rd  Monday  in 
the  month. 

M. 

Nobfolk: 

Attleborough 

Last  Thursday  in  March  - 

Th. 

Aylsham 

March  23 

Last  Tuesday  in  Sept. 

F. 

BInham 

1 

July  26- 

— 
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List  of  1799. 


FUoe. 


NORFOLK—CCm/. 

Bromhall 


BmmhUl    - 
Bornham 

Castle  Acre 

Cawston 

aay 

Coltishall 

Cressingham  Magna 

Cromer 

Ea8t  Dereham 


Diss 

Downham 
Blmham     -  • 

Eafit  Harling  - 

Fakenkam     - 

St.  Faith's  - 
Feltwell 
Fineham     - 

Fomcett 
Fonlcham  • 

Fretteiiham   - 
Fring 

Gaywood 

Ginrwood  (kept  at 
f»7im  Quay). 

GissiDg 

Gorkstone     - 

GressinghaU 

Harleston 


Harpley     - 
Hempnall      »- 

Hempton   - 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Mod.  after  AsceDsion  Day 
St.  Andrew's  Day. 
November  30. 

July  7     - 

March  15    - 
August  12. 

April  18  - 

July  25  (toys,  &c.)l 

January  10  -        - 

April  14. 
August  28. 

July  19    - 

Whit  Monday 

August  12 

Whit  Monday 

Thursday  and  Friday  be- 
fore Old  Midsummer. 

Thursday  and  Friday  be- 
fore New  Michael. 


November  8 

May  8 

April  5    - 

May  4 

2nd  Tu.  in  Sept.  (O.S.) 

October  24. 

Whit  Tuesday 
Thursday. 

October  17 

November  20  (toys) 

March  3  - 
August  9. 

September  11  (toys) 

Easter  Tuesday 
1st  Tuesday  in  May. 

Ifit  Monday  in  April 

May  21    - 
November  80. 

June  11       - 

Oetober  6 


July  25   - 

June  8 

December  6  (toys) 

July  5     - 
September  9. 


July  24   - 

Whit  Monday 
.December  11. 

Whit  Tuesday 
November  22. 


Tu. 


List  of  1888. 


PUice. 


Norfolk — cont. 


F. 


F. 

8. 

Tu. 


Tu. 


W. 


Dereham 


Downham 


Fakenham 


Feltwell 


Foulsham 


Harling 


Hempton 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Thursday  before  July   6  I        F. 
and  September  28. 


March  1,  2,  and  3 
1st  Friday  in  May. 
2nd  Friday  in  November. 


May  17 


November  20  - 


1st  Tuesday  in  May 


May  4     - 

1st  Tuesday  after  Sept.  12. 
October  24. 


Whit  Tuesday 

Ist  Wednesday  in  Sept. 

November  22. 


Bb  3 


Digiti: 
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ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MAKKET   RIGHTS   AND    TOLLS: 


List  of  1793. 


Place. 


Fair  Dajs. 


Market 
Day. 


Norfolk — cont 

Hitcham    - 
Hockham 
Hookhold  - 
Holt  - 

Horning     - 

Ingham 

Kenninghall 

Kipmash 
Loddon 

Lycbam 
Lynn,  King's 


Magdalen  Hill,  near 
Norwich. 

Marthara,  near  Yar- 
mouth. 


March  6  - 
Whit  Tuegday. 
October  2. 

August  3  -  - 

Easter  Monday  (toys)     - 

July  25  (toys) 

April  25  - 
November  25. 

Monday  ailer  August  2  - 

Monday  after  Whit  Mon. 

July  16   - 
September  30. 

August  24    -  -        - 

Easter  Monday    - 
Monday  after  Martinmas. 
November  22. 

November  1  (toys) 

Feb.  18  (lasts  six  days)  - 
Week  after  Old  Michael 
(lasts  two  days). 

August  2  -  - 

Ist  Tu.  and  Wed.  iu  May 


Massingham  - 

Tu.  before  Easter*  (toys) 
November  8. 

Mattishall  - 

Tues.  before  Holy  Thun. 
Wed.  in  Whitsun  week. 
August  9. 

Methwould    - 

November  80          -        - 

New  Buokenham    - 

May  29   - 
November  22. 

Northwalsham 

Wednesday  before  Holy 
Thursday. 

Northwould 

November  80          -        - 

Norwich 

Day  before  Qood  Friday 
Sat.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
Sat  after  Whit  Sunday. 

OxboTough 

Easter  Tuesday 

Pulham,    St.  Mary 
Magdalen. 

Fortnight    before    Whit 
Monday. 

Reepham 

June  29  - 

Roadham   • 

May  17 
October  2. 

Boole             .        . 

Easter  Tuesday  - 

Scotto 

Easter  Tuesday 

Seeching 

Fortnightly  markets 

Shonldham 

Septembei  19      - 
October  10. 

South  Repps 

July  25       - 

Sprowston 

August  2             -           - 

S. 


Place. 


Norfolk — conL 
Hilgay 


TU.&S. 


Hockwold 


Kenninghall 


Lynn 


Th, 


W.,F.,&S. 


F.& 


Methwold 


Northwold 
Norwich 

Ontwell 


Shonldham 


^  Oommonly  called  the  Gant*' 


List  op  1888. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  1 


July  25  . 


July  18   • 
September  80. 


February  14  - 
2nd  Tuesday  in  April  and 
November. 


M. 


T.&S. 


April  28 


November  80  - 

Maundy  Thursday 
Easter  Mon.  and  TLur. 
December  26,  27,  and  28. 

July  1  and  2 


September  19 
October  11. 


M. 


Digiti: 
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L18T  OV  1799. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


NORTHAMPTOICSBIBK : 

Boaghton  Green    -     June  24,  85,  and  36 


NOSFOLK— COfU. 

Stoke 

December  6            -        - 

Stow-bridgc   - 

May  29   - 

Sat.  after  Whit  Sunday. 

Swaffham 

May  12    - 

July  21. 
November  3. 

Thetford 

Holy  Thurnday 
May  14. 
August  2. 
September  25. 
December  9. 

Walsiiighain 

Fortnight     after     Whit 
Sunday. 

Watton 

July  10        .           -        - 
October  10. 

November  8. 

Weaaenham  - 

January  25  .(^7*)* 

Woittead  - 

May  14   - 

Wjmondham 

February  1»   - 
May  17. 
September  7. 

Yarmouth      - 

Friday  and  Saturday  in 
Easter  week. 

Brackley 

Brigftock 

Brixworth 
Daventry    - 

Fatberingay  - 
Higham  Ferrers 


Kettering 


Wed.  after  February  25. 
2nd  Wed.  in  April  (O.S.) 
Wednesday  after  Oct  10. 
December  11. 

April  25  (St.  Mark) 
September     4    (Old    St. 

Bartholomew). 
Nov.  22  (Old  Martinmas). 

May  1      - 
Whit  Monday. 

Easter  Tuesday 
June  6. 
August  3. 
October  2. 
October  27. 

Srd   Monday    after    Old 

Midsummer. 
July  5. 

Thursday  before  Feb.  5  • 

March  7. 

Thursday  before  May  12. 

June  28. 

Thursday  before  Aug.  5. 

Thursday  before  Aug.  15. 

October  10. 

(S.  Catherine)  Dec.  6. 

Thurs.  before  Bt.  Thomas 
(December  21). 

Thnrsdi^  before  Easter. 

Fri.  before  Whit  Sunday. 

Th.  before  Old  Michael- 
mas (October  10). 

Fortnightly  market. 


Market 
Day. 


S. 


S. 


F. 
W. 


F. 


W. 


W. 


s. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Norfolk— «oit/. 
Stoke  Ferry   - 

Stow  Bridge 
S-raffham  • 


Upwell  - 
Walsin^iam 


Wells 


Wymondham 


Yarmouth 


N0BrHAMPT01l8HIRS : 

Boughton 
Brackley    - 


Brigstock 


Daventry    - 

Fotheringhay 
Higham  Ferrers 


Kettering 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


December  6 

Sat.  after  Wh  t  Sunday 


2nd  Wednesday  in  May 
3rd  Wednesday  in  July. 
Ist  Wednesday  in  Nov 


June  29  and  30       -        - 
2nd  Mon.  after  Whit  Mon. 


Shrove  Tuesday  - 


February  14 
May  17. 


Shrove  Mon.  and  Tuee.  - 
Friday  and  Saturday  in 
Easter  week. 


June  25,  26,  and  27 

2nd  and  4th  Wed.  monthly 
December  11. 


AprU  25 
September  4. 
November  22. 


October  27 

2nd  Tuesday  monthly. 


Monday  after  July  18 


Tuesday  before  Feb.  5    - 

March  6. 

Thursday  before  May  12. 

June  28. 

October  11. 

December  6. 


Thursday  before  Easter  - 
Fri.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
Thursday  before  Oct.  11. 
Thursday  before  Dec.  21. 


F. 


W.&S. 


w. 


Ub4 
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HOYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MAKKET  HIQHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  op  1792. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

KOUTIIAMPTONIHIRK 

— c<mt, 
Kong's  Cliff  - 

October  29     .        -        - 

Tu. 

Nortbampton 

February  20        - 
March  25. 
April  6. 
May  4. 
Jone  19. 
August  5. 
August  26. 
September  10. 
November  28. 
December  19. 

New  Inn  Boad       ^ 

■ 
October  d  (statute) 

— 

Oundle  - 

• 

February  24   - 
Whit  Monday. 
August  21. 
October  11. 

S. 

Peterborough 

July  10   - 
October  2. 

S. 

Rockiogfaam  - 

September  25 

— 

RoweU        . 

Trinity  Monday  (all  the 
week). 

M. 

Thrapstone    - 

1st  Tuesoay  in  May 
St.  James  (August  5). 

— 

Towcester 

Shrove  Tuesday      - 

May  12. 

Tuesday   before  Oct.   10 

(statute) 
October  29. 

Tu. 

Weldon 

1st  Thursday  in  February 
l8t  Thursday  in  May. 
1st  Thursday  in  August 
1  at  Thursday  in  November. 

" 

Wellingborough 

Easter  Wednesday  - 
Whit  Wednesday. 
October  29. 

W. 

West  Haddon 

May2     . 

— 

Yardley         -        - 

Whit  Tuesday 

NOBTnUMREBLAlID: 

Allentown 

May  10   - 
November  14. 

_ 

Alnwick 

Palm  Sunday  Eve  -  •     - 
May  12. 

Last  Monday  in  July. 
1st  Tuesday  in  October. 
October  28. 

Sat.  before  Christmas  Day 
(August  1,  puild). 

s. 

List  of  1888. 


Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

NORTHAM  PT01I8HIRS 
—  COtU, 

Kingscliffe  - 

October  29           -          - 

— 

Long  Buckby 

Mayl    . 
October  11. 

— 

Northampton  • 

2nd  Tuesday  in  January  - 

February  20. 

Srd  Monday  in  March. 

Aprils. 

Mays. 

June  19. 

August  5  and  26. 

September  19. 

1st  Thursday  in  Nov. 

November  28. 

Oundle 

February  21  to  25 
October  12. 

Peterborough 

iRt  Wednesday  in  July  - 
ist  Wed.  and  Thur.  io  Oct. 

W.&S. 

Bockingham  - 

September  25          -        . 

— 

Rothwell    - 

Trinity  Monday  - 

— 

Thrapston        -      - 

Ist  Tuesday  in  May 
Tuesday  after  Old  Michael- 
mas Day. 

T. 

Towcester      -        -^ 

Shrove  Tuesday    - 
May  12. 
October  29. 

"~ 

Weldon 

Thursday  after  2nd  Sun. 
day  in  July. 

— 

Wellingborough     - 

Wed.  in  Easter  and  Whit 

week. 
October  29. 

W. 

North  umbebland: 
Allendale  Town     - 

Friday  before  May  18     - 

August  22. 

Ist  Friday  after  Oct.  29. 

— 

Alnwick        .       . 

Ist   Saturday   in   March 

(hiring). 
Ist  Saturday  in  Nov. 
Ist  Monday  in  May. 
Saturday  after  July  5. 
Last  Monday  in  July. 
l8t  Monday  in  October. 

s. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Dajs. 


NOBTHUMBBRLANE 

cont. 
Bedford 


fiillingfaam     - 
Berwick 

Eladon 

Haltwhiftle    - 

HarbotUe    - 
Hexham 

Morpeth 
Newcastle 

OTingham 
Bothhury     - 

Saint  Ninian 
Stagshawbank 

Stamfordham 

Warkworth   - 

Weelwoodbank 
Whittingham 

WooUer 


Ta.  before  Whit  Sunday  - 
Aogust  23. 


Saturday  after  Sept.  15  - 


Friday  in  Trinity  week 


Angii8t26 


May  14 
NoTember  22. 


September  19 


August  5 
NoTember  8. 


Wed.,  ThuTB.,    and  Fri. 

se'nnight  before  Whit 

Sunday. 
Wed.  before  July  22. 

August  12  (9  days) 
October  29  (9  days). 
Nov.    22    ("The    Town 
Fair.") 


April  26      -  -        - 

October  26. 

Friday  in  Easter  week    - 
Whit  Monday. 
October  2. 
All  Saints  (Notember  1). 

September  27  -       - 

Whitsun  Ere 
July  4. 


2nd  Tuesday  in  April 
August  15. 


St.  Mark  (April  25} 
Old  Michael. 

Whit  Tuesday 

September  4 


May  4     - 

October  17. 


Market 
Day. 


Tn.&S. 


Tu. 

Tu. 
F. 

W. 
TU.&S. 


Th. 


Th. 


LUT  OP  1888. 


FhMe. 


NOBTHUMBBBLAKP— 

ami. 


Belf ord  - 
Bellingham 

Berwick 
Blanchland  - 

Fenton  .       -       . 
Haltwhistle    - 

Harbottle    • 
Hexham 

Morpeth     • 

Newcastle-on-TjTDe 
North  Shields 

Bothory 

Stagshawkbank 

Stamfordham 
Warkworth    - 


Whiuunbank 
Wooler 


Fair  Days. 


1st  Wednesday  in  Mareh 

(hiring). 
July  2nd. 

Saturday  after  July  20   - 
8rd  Saturday  in  August. 
Saturday  after  Sept  15. 
8rd  Saturday  in  October. 

First  Saturday  in  March, 

May,  and  November. 
Last  Friday  in  May. 

August  24  -  * 

October  4. 


September  27  -        • 

May  14   - 
September  17. 
November  22. 

Julys    -        -        -        . 
September  19. 

March  24 
August  6. 
November  9. 

Ist  Wednesday  in  March, 
May,  and  November. 

Last  Wednesday  in  March 
and  October. 

Last  Wednesday  in  Mar., 

October,  and  Nov. 
2nd  Wednesday  in  Aug. 

(See  Durham) 


Whit  Monday     • 
November  1. 


May  6     -  .  • 

Sat.  before  Whit  Sunday. 
July  4. 
August  5. 
September  26. 
October  24. 

Thursday   before     April 

and  August  26. 
1st  Thursday  in  October. 

Thursday  before  Nor.  28 


8rd  Monday  in  May 

May  4 

October  17. 


Market 
Day. 


Tu. 


Tu.  &S. 


Th. 


A    55729. 


Cc 
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ROYAL  CX)MMI8SI0N   ON   MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


NoniNQH  k  MHHIRB : 

Bingham 

Blyth 
Dnnholme  - 


Edwinstone 
Gringley  - 
Lenton  - 

Mansfiel 

Mamham    - 
Newark 


Nottingham 

OUertoa 
Retford       - 
Southwell  - 


Toxfbrd 
Wanop 

Worksop 


OXFOBDSHIBB : 

Bampton    - 
Banbury 


February  13  and  14 
Ist  Thursday  in  May. 
Whit  Thursday. 
May  31. 
November  8  and  9. 

Holy  Thursday 
October  20. 

August  12 


October  24  - 

December  12       - 

Wednesday  in  Whit  week 
Martinmas  (Nov.  11). 

Ist  Thursday  in  April      - 

July  10.* 

2nd  Thursday  in  Oct. 


September  12 

Friday  in  Mid-Lent 
May  14. 
Wliit  Tuesday. 
August  2. 
November  12. 
Monday  before  Dec.  11. 


Friday  after  Jan.  13. 
March  7  and  8. 
Thursday  before  Easter. 
October  2»  8,  and  4. 

May  1 


March  28 
October  2. 

Whit  Monday 


September  25 
May  12. 

Mon.  before  Whit  Mon. 
November  17« 


March  81 
October  14. 


August  26  -  - 

Thursday  after  Jan.  17   - 
1st  Thursday  in  Lent. 
Ascension  Day. 
Thursday  and  Friday  in 

Trinity  week. 
Corpus  Christi. 
August  12. 

Thursday  after  Oct.  10. 
October  29. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


W. 


Th. 


W. 


W..F., 

&S. 


s. 
s. 


M. 


w. 


w. 


List  or  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


NOTnNQHAMBHTEE : 

Bawtry 
Bingham 


Blyth 

Eastwood    - 

Edwinstowe 
Gringley  - 
Lenton  - 

Mansfield 


Newark 


Nottingham   - 

OUerton 
Retford 
SouthweU 

Sntton-in-Ashfield  - 

Tuxford 
Warsop 

West  Stockwith      - 
Worksop 


OZFORDSHIBS: 

Bampton 
Banbury     - 


Whit  Thursday 
November  11. 

Statute  Ist  and  drd  Th. 
in  November 


Holy  Thursday 
October  20. 


1st  Monday  in  May 
Monday  after  October  11. 
Statute    Ist    Monday  in 
November. 

October  24  -  - 

December  13 

Whit  Wednesday  - 
November  11. 

1st  Thursday  in  April      - 
July  10. 

2nd  Thursday  in  Oct. 
Ist  Friday  in  November. 

September  12 

Friday  in  ^fid-Lent 
May  U.- 
Whit Tuesday. 
August  2. 

Wednesday  before  Oct.  2. 
November  1. 
Monday  before  Dec.  11. 

Friday  after  January  18  - 
March  7. 

Thursday  before  Easter. 
Ist  Thursday  in  October. 

May  1      - 

Last  Friday  in  September 

March  23    -  -        - 

October  2. 

3rd  Monday  in  April 
Whit  Monday. 
Monday  before  Oct  1. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  April 
Thursday  before  2nd  Tu. 
in  October. 

May  12    - 


Mon.  before  Whit  Mon.  - 
September  29. 
November  17. 

September  4  - 

1st  Wed.  after   Nov.  2 
and  28. 


August  25  and  26 

1st  Thursday  after  Old 
Twelfth  Day,  and  three 
days  previous  for 
horses. 

1st  Thursday  after  Old 
Michaelmas  Day. 

2nd  Thursday  before 
Christmas  Day. 


Th. 


M.&Th. 


W.  &S. 


F. 


M.&S. 


W. 


Th. 


*  "  Lately  set  up  and  called  a  *  meeting/  there  being  no  charter  of  fair  on  that  date.' 
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List  op  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


OXFORBSHIRB-  COnt. 

Bicester 


Burford 


Charlbury 


Chipping  Norton    - 


Deddington    - 


Dorchester 
Henley 


Hook  Norton 
Nettlebed   - 

Oxford  - 

Stokenohnrch 
Thame 

Watlington    - 

Wheatby    - 
Witney  - 

Woodcott  - 
Woodstock    • 


Friday  in  Easter  week     - 
Whit  Monday. 
Ist  Friday  in  June. 
August  5. 
December  17. 
Friday    after     Old     St. 
Michael,  October  10. 

Julys     - 
September  25. 


January  1       -        -        - 
2nd  Friday  in  Lent. 
2nd  Friday  after  May  12. 
October  10. 

March  7  -  - 

May  6. 

Last  Friday  in  May. 

July  18. 

September  4. 

October  3  (statute). 

November  8. 

Last  Friday  in  November. 


August  21       -        -        - 
Saturday    after    Old    St. 

Michael,     October    10 

(statute). 
November  22. 

Easter  Tuesday  (pleasure) 

March  7  - 
Holy  Thursday. 
Th.  after  Trinity  Sunday. 
Thursday  se'nnight  before 
October  10. 


June  29       -  -  - 

November  28. 

Monday  after  St.  Luke, 
October  18  (toys). 

Tuesday  se'nnight  after 
Whitsun  (toys). 

Mays     - 

Monday  after  St  Giles. 

September  1. 

Th.  before  New  Michaelmas. 

July  10- 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
Old  Michaelmas. 
October  10. 

AprU5    - 

Saturday  before  Oct.  10. 

September  29         -         - 

Thursday  in  Easter  week 
April  5. 
June  29. 
August  2. 
November  28. 

August  2        -        -        - 
Monday  after  Nov.  11. 

April  5    - 

Tuesday  in  Whit  week. 

August  2. 

October  2. 

Tuesday  after  Nov.  1. 

December  17. 

2nd  Tu.  after  Candlemas. 


W. 


Tu. 


Th. 


W.&J 


Tu. 


S. 


Th. 


Tu. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


OXVORDSHISE — COI|^. 

Bicester 


Burford 


Charlbury 


Chipping  Norton 


Fair  Days. 


Friday  in  Easter  week     - 
1st  Friday  in  June  and 

July. 
August  5  and  6. 
Friday  before  Oct.  11  and 

two  following  Fridays. 
Friday  after  Dec.  11. 

Last  Saturday  in  April    - 
September  25. 
Saturday  before  and  after 
October  11. 

January  1   -  .        - 


Ist  Wed.  in  the  month    - 

Statute   Wednesday    on, 

before,  and  after  Oct  10. 


Cromarsh 
Deddington 


Dorchester     - 
Henley-on-Thames  - 


Heyford 


NetUebed 

Oxford 

Stokenohnrch 
Thame 


Witney 

Woodcote  - 
Woodstock 


August  2    - 
November  22 


Easter  Tuesday 

March  7  - 
Holy  Thursday. 
Trinity  Thursday. 

Last  Monday  in  January, 
March,  April,  May, 
July,  and  September. 

Monthly. 


Monday  before  Oct  29 


Monday  after  1st  Sunday 

in  September. 
Thursday  before  Sept  29. 


July  10   - 
October  11    - 


Market 
Day. 


Easter  Thursday 
Monday     and     Tuesday 

after  September  8. 
Thursday     before      and 

after  October  11. 

1st  Monday  after  Nov.  16 


1st  Tuesday  in  October 


W. 


Th. 


W. 


Tu. 


Alternate 
Th. 


1st  To. 
in  the 
month. 


Cc  2 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  OK  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 


PSHBSOKSSHIBE  : 

Gamrass     - 


Eglwyswrw 


Hayerfbrdwest 


Kilgarren  • 
Lawhaden 


Fur  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


February  13 
NoTember  12. 


Ascension  Day 

Ist  Monday  after  Not.  22 


Old  Lady  Day,  April  6  - 
May  12. 

Ascension  Day  (O.S.). 
June  12. 
July  18. 
September  4. 
September  24. 
October  18. 


August  21 
November  12. 

May  29   - 
NoTember  22. 


Ta.&S. 


W. 


Maenlcoohog 


Mathiy 


May  22 


October  10 


Plac«. 


Pbmbrokeshibb  : 


Carew 


Cilgerran 

Crymmych 
Eglwyswrw 


Fishguard 


Hayerfordwest 


Henfeddaw     - 
Herbrandston 


Letterston  - 


Little  Hayeu 
Little  Newcastle 

Llaadeloy 
Maenoloohog 


List  of  1888. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Mathrey 


February  14        • 
May  2. 
August  8. 
November  14. 

June  15  - 
August  19. 

Last  Tuesday  in  month  - 

2nd  Monday  in  April 

May  21. 

August  4. 

Monday  after  Nov.  22. 

February  5  -  - 

Easter  Tuesday. 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Octobers. 
November  17. 

January  12  -  • 

February  9. 
March  16. 
April  18. 
May  11. 
June  8. 
July  13. 
August  10. 
September  6  and  21. 
October  5  and  19. 
November  9. 
December  14. 

September  28  -        - 

October  80. 


August  12 
Old      Michaelmas 
(huring). 


Day 


January  18 
February  15. 
March  15. 
April  19. 
May  17. 
June  21. 
July  19. 
August  16. 
September  10. 
October  10  (hiring). 
October  21. 
December  13. 

November  1  (hiring) 

May  6     - 
July  10. 
December  19. 

May  1     . 
June  25. 
August  24. 
November  1. 

March  10 
April  20. 
May  22. 
July  5. 
August  5. 
September  16. 
Monday  before  Oct.  29. 
November  20. 
December  22. 

October  10  and  11 


Th. 
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List  of  1799. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

FSMBBOKEEHISE — 

cont, 
Narberth       -        . 

• 

June  4    • 
July  5. 

September  S6. 
December  11. 

W. 

PBMBBOKKSHnUB — 

cont. 
Narberth        -       - 

January 

February  16. 

March  16. 

April  13. 

May  11. 

June  2  and  29. 

July  13. 

August  10. 

September  21. 

October  6  (hiring)  and  19. 

November  16. 

December  14. 

Newport    - 

June  27  - 

S. 

Newport     - 

June  27  -            -            - 
October   16    (cattle   and 
luring). 

— 

Pembroke 

May  14  - 

Trinity  Monday. 
July  10. 
September  25. 

8. 

Pembroke 

2nd    Monday    in    April, 

May,  and  Julj . 
September  19. 
October  10  and  17. 
December  12. 

S. 

Pnncheston 

2nd  Monday  after  Nov.  22 

— 

St.  Dayids     - 

1st    Tuesday    in   March, 
June,  August,  October, 
and  December. 

— 

Templeton     - 

November  12 

— 

Tenby 

Whit  Tuesday    - 
May  14. 
July  20. 
October  20. 
December  4. 

W.&S. 

Trefine 

November  22 

— 

Waterson 

September  26 

— 

Wiston  - 

November  8   - 

s. 

Wiston 

November  16    ^  - 

" 

Badnossbtr*  : 

Badnorshirs  : 
Franksbridge 

May  15   - 
October  16. 

. 

Howey 

Saturday  before  Feb.  13  - 
Saturday  before  May  12. 
Sat.  before  Trinity  Sun. 
Saturday  before  Not.  12. 

""* 

. 

Enigliton 

Thursday  before  Easter  - 

May  17. 

October  2. 

Last  Thursday  in  Oct 

Thursday  before  Nor.  12. 

Th. 

Knighton   • 

8rd  Thursday  in  January 
Friday  after  March  4. 
8rd  Thursday  in  April. 
May  17. 

Thursday  after  July  10. 
August  18. 
September  18  and  14. 
October  I  and  2. 
Thursday  before  Not.  12.- 
Thursday  after  Dec  11. 

Friday  before  last  Tuesday 
in  March,  April,  and 
July. 

Saturday      before      last 
Thursday  in  Sept. 

2nd  Fridsy  in  October. 

— 

* 

Llandewy  . 

1st  Tuesday  in  July 
September  11. 

— 

I 

. 

Newbridge-on-Wye 

3rd  Thursday  in  March  - 
May  17  (hiring). 
July  15. 
October  17. 
November  1  \ 

Cc  3 
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BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


RADNOBBHIRa — COtU. 

Pitlns  Cattle - 


Peny  Pont 


FresteigD 


Radnor 


Rhayador  - 


RuTUUffDSHntx: 
Okeham 


Uppingham 


Shbopshibb: 
Albnghtoo 


Battlefield 
Bishop's  Castle 


Bridgenorth 


May  12   - 
September  22. 
December  15. 

May  12  - 
September  11. 
OcttboT  26. 


June  25  - 
December  11. 


Tu.  before  Holy  Thursday 
let  Tuesday  after  Trinity. 
August  14. 
October  28. 
October  29. 

August  6  and  27  - 
September  26. 
Ist  Wed.  after  Oct  10. 
«'DomFair"Dec.  8. 


Th. 


W. 


Brosely 


March  15 
April  8. 
May  6. 
September  9. 

March  7 
July  7. 


May  28   - 

July  18i 
November  9. 

August  2        -        - 

Friday  before  Feb.  18 
Friday  before  Good  Friday. 
Ist  Fnday  after  May  Day. 
July  5. 
September  9. 
November  18. 

Thursday  before   Shrove 

Tide. 
May  1. 
June  30. 
August  2. 
October  29. 


Baiter  Monday. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


RADNOB8HIR19 — COlU, 


Peny-y-bont  - 


Prefiteign 


W. 


Radnor 


Rhayader  - 


RUTLANDBHIRX : 


Uppingham   - 


Shbopshibb  : 


Bishc^'s  Castle 


Bridgnorth 


Btoseley 


Srd  Friday  in  March 
May  18  and  14. 
Tuesday  after  July  10. 
August  5  and  26. 
September  25. 
October  16  and  26. 

Ist  Saturday  in  February 

and  April. 
May  9. 
June  20. 

Last  Saturday  in  Angnst 
October  17. 
December  2. 

August  14  -  - 

September  10. 
October  28  and  29. 


February  22 
March  21. 

May  12, 16,  28,  and  80. 
Wed.  before  July  11. 
August  6  and  27. 
September  26. 
October  15. 
Novembw  14. 
December  8  and  19. 


W. 


S. 


March  7 
July  7. 


March  26  • 

2nd  Friday  monthly. 


8rd  Monday  in  January, 
February,  and  March. 

May  1. 

June  14  (wool,  cattle, 
and  cheese). 

July  12. 

August  16. 

September  14  and  20. 

October  29. 

Ist  Monday  in  December. 

Last  Tuesday  in  April    - 


W. 


F. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 


Shbopshibb — conL 


Cleobar  J  Mortimer 
Gliuui 

Elesmere 

Hales-Owexi 

Hodnett 

Llanymyneck 
Ladlow  -       -       - 

Market  Drayton 


Newport 


Oswestry 


Powder  Batch 

Bniton 

St.  Kenelms  - 

Sblfnal      . 

Shrewsbmy  - 


April  21  - 
October  27. 


Whit  Monday 
November  22. 


8rd  Tuesday  in  April 
Whit  Tuesday. 
August  25. 
November  14. 

Easter  Monday    - 
Whit  Monday. 


May  15  - 
October  20. 


May  29 
September  29. 

Monday  before  Feb.  18  - 
Tuesday  before  Easter. 
Wednesday  in  Whit  week. 
August  21. 
September  28. 
December  6.    ■ 

Wednesday  before  Palm 

Sunday. 
September  19. 
October  24. 


Saturday     befbre     Palm 

Sunday. 
May  28. 
July  27. 
Septeml)er  25. 
December  10. 

March  15  -  - 

May  12. 

Wednesday  before  Mid^ 

summer  Day. 
August  15. 
W^.  before  Michaehnas 

Day. 
December  11. 

September  27         -         • 

July  5     - 

July  28-        .        -        - 

August  5  -  - 

November  22. 

February  28        - 
Saturday  after  March  15. 
Wednesday  before  Easter 

week. 
Wednesday  before  Whit 

Sunday. 
Julys. 
August  12. 
October  2. 
December  12. 


W. 


M. 


List  op  1888. 


Place. 


Shbopbhibr — c<mt. 
Church  Stretton 


Cleobury    - 


Clun 


U. 


w. 


w.&s. 


W.,  Th., 

&s. 


Halesowen     - 


Ironbridge- 
Llanymynech 

Ludlow 


Market  Drayton 

Minsterley     - 
Much  Wenlock 


Oswestry 


Shiflial 
Shrewslmxy 


Fair  Days. 


2nd  Thursday  in  Jan. 

8rd  Thursday  in  March. 

May  14. 

Julys. 

September  25. 

Last  Thursday  in  Nov. 

April  21  - 
May  2. 

Trinity  Monday. 
October  27. 

Last  Friday  in  January 
Srd  Monday  in  March. 
May  11  (hiring). 
June  15. 
August  23. 
September  28. 
November  22. 


Easter       Monday      and 

Tuesday. 
Monday  nearest  Oct.  10. 


May  29   - 
September  28 

2nd  Monday  monthly 


Wed.  before  Palm  Sunday 
Wed.  before  Sept  20. 
October  25. 


2nd  Monday  monthly 
May  8. 

May  12   - 


1st  Wednesday  monthly  - 


Not  ember  22 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


W. 


Tu, 


W 


M. 


W. 


Alternate 
M. 

To. 


Cc4 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKEI  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  op  1792. 


Place. 


Shropshibb — cont. 
Stretton  Church 


WatUeibiiry 
Wellington 

Wem 
Wenlock 


We«tbury    . 
Whitchurch 


Fair  Days. 


SOMERSETSHIBE  : 

Atfhbrittle  - 


AshiU    • 
Axbridge   - 

Backwell 
Baghor  West 
Banwoll  - 

Bdth 

Binegar 

Bishop's  Lydeanlj  - 
Bleagcn 

BrewtOD     - 
Bridgnrater  • 
Bristol 

Bromfield 


May  14   - 
September  25. 

August  5 

March  S9 
June  22. 
November  17. 

May  6     - 
Holy  Thursday. 
June  29. 
November  22. 

May  12  - 

Julys. 
October  17. 
December  4. 

August  5 

Whit  Monday 
October  28. 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


Th. 


M. 


February  25 


Easter  Wednesday 
Ist  Wed.  after  Sept.  8. 

February  8     - 
March  25. 
June  11. 

September  21 

May  12  - 

January  18 
July  18. 

February  14  - 
July  10. 

Whit  Monday      - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Whit  Wednesday. 
Whit  Thursday. 

March  25 
September  8  (toys). 

Last  Friday  in  August 


May  4     - 
September  19. 


2nd  Thursday  in  Lent  -- 
June  24.  « 

October  2. 
December  28. 

March  1  . 

September  U 

Thursday  before  Jul}  25. 


November  3 


Th. 


W.&8. 


Th.ftS. 


w.,F.,&a 


List  or  1888. 


Place. 


SBB0P8HIBB — eoni. 


WelUngton 


Wem 


Worthen 


SOKBB8BT8HI£S  : 

Ashcott 
Axbridge   - 


Bath- 
Biuegar 


Borough  Bridge 

Bridely 
Bridgewater 

Bristol       • 
Broadway      • 


Fidr  Days. 


Monthly  - 


Market 
Day. 


Last  Monday  in  March  - 

May  2  (hiring). 

Last  Monday  in  June, 
September,  and  No- 
vember. 


January  9 


March  25 


February  14        •    . 
1st  Tuesday  after  Dec.  9. 

Whit  Wednesday   - 


W. 


Last  Tuesday  in  August « 


August  21  -  • 

Last  Wednesday  jn 
January,  March,  June, 
and  September. 


Thursday  after  March  1  - 
1st  Th.  after  Sept  1. 


Wednesday  after  Sept.  10  _ 


M.,Th., 

&S. 
(catUe).     • 

Th. 


2ndTu. 
monthly. 
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List  op  i792. 


Place. 


SoXBESKTflHJBE — COnl, 

Buckland    - 
Backland  St.  Mary 
Burnham 
CasUecary  - 

Chard    .       -       - 

Chedder     - 

Chisselborough 
CockHiU  - 
Comb  St.  Nicholas  • 
CoDgerbury 

Crewkeroe     - 
Crowoomb  - 

Curry  Rival  - 

Dulverton  - 

Dundry  -        -        - 
Dunster 
Ean  Brent     - 
Freshford  - 
Frome 

Glastonbury 
Hinton  St.  George- 

Holloway 
Huntspill    - 
Ihninster 

Ivelchester- 
Keynsham     - 


Pair  Days. 


October  10     -        -        - 

September  18  nud  19 

Trinity  Monday  - 

Mid-Lent  Tuestlay 

May  1. 

Whit  Tuesday. 

Mays  - 
August  5. 
November  2. 

May  4    -        -        .        - 
October  29. 

Ootober  29  -        - 

January  8      -        -        - 

Wednesday  before  Dec.  10 

September  14 


September  4 

Ist  Friday  in  May  - 
Monday  after  August  1. 
October  31. 

Monday  after  Lammas 
August  1. 


July  10    - 
November  8. 

September  12 

Whit  Monday      - 

August  26       -        - 

September  6 

February  24 
July  22. 
September  14. 
November  25. 

"Tor  Fair,"  Sept  19 
April  23  - 


May  14    • 

June  29  .        .        . 

Last  Wednesday  in  Aug. 


Monday  fortnight  before 

Easter. 
July  2. 
August  2. 

April  26  and  27 
March  24. 
August  15. 


Market 
Day. 


A     55729. 


M. 


S. 
T. 


S. 


F. 


W. 


Tu. 


List  op  1888. 


Phicc. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


SoMBRS  s.tfmiRE^cont. 
Bruton 


W. 


Th. 


Cnstle  Gary 


Chard 


Cht'ddar 


April  23  - 
September  17. 


Congresbury 
Coombe  St  Nicholas 
Crewkernc     - 


Tuesday      iMjfore      Palm 

Sunday. 
May  1. 

Whit  Tuesday. 
1st  Tuesday  after  Sept.  19. 

Ist  Wednesday  in  May, 
August,  and  November. 


1st  Tuesday  in  May 
Last  Tuesday  in  October. 


Tu. 


Draycott 


Frome 


Glastonbiury 


Ist  Monday  after  Sept.  8 
Wednesday  after  Dec.  10 
September  4 


2nd  Monday  in  Sept. 


W.  &S. 


Henton  St.  George 
llighbridge    - 


Ilminster    • 


Keyi  sham 


Last  Wednesday  in 
February,  September, 
and  November. 


September  19       - 
October  11. 

April  23  - 

1st    aud    3rd    Monday:; 
monthly  (cattle). 


Last  Wednesday  but  one 
in  February  and  Sep- 
tember. 

Last  Wednesday  in  May, 
July,  August,  aud 
November. 


Ist  Wei  after  Au^.  15 


W. 


2od  &  4th 
M. 


1)  cl 
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HOY  Ah  COMMISSION   ON   MARKET   RIGHTS  AND   TOLLS  : 


List  op  1792. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Kilminton  - 

Monday    after    St.    Bar- 
tholomew, August  24. 

— 

Kingsbrumptou 

Weduc'iday  before   Holy 

Thursday. 
Thursday  se'nnight  after 
V  October  10. 

Laugeridge     • 

August  2  - 

— 

Langport    - 

2nd  Monday  in  Lent 
June  29. 
October  5. 
November  22. 

S. 

Lansdown 

August  10 

— 

Jjidford-Green 

August  1             -             - 

— 

Liimpsham 

April  25  - 

— 

Mark 

September  15 

Tu.  before  Whit  Sunday. 

— 

Martock 

August  21            -           - 

— 

Milbourne  Port      - 

June  5     - 

October  28  (chiefly  toys) 

— 

Miles 

Monday      after     Trinity 
Monday. 

— 

Milverton 

Tuesday  in  Easter  week  - 
St.  James. 
July  25. 
October  10. 

Minehead  - 

Wed.  in  Whit  week 

w. 

Moorlinch      - 

August  20            -            - 

— 

Montacute  - 

May  6 

— 

North  Curry  - 

August  1             -            - 

Tu. 

North  Petheiton     - 

Mayl       - 

Tu. 

Nanny 

November  11       - 

— 

Ottcrford 

November  17 

— 

Pensibrd    - 

May  6      - 
November  8. 

Tu. 

Phillips-Noiton 

March  21  - 
March  27. 
Mayl. 

Th. 

I*orlcck 

Thursday  before  May  12 
Th.  before  October  9. 
Th.  before  November  12. 

Th. 

Portbury 

Whit  Monday 

— 

Priddy 

August  21            -           - 

— 

Queeu  Camel 

October  25      - 

— 

Red  Linch 

St.  Peter 
June  29. 

- 

Road 

Monday  after  August  29  - 

— 

Kuishton 

Whit  Monday      - 

List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


SOXE&SBTSUIKE — COM/. 


Langport    - 
Lansdown 

Lyng 

Martock 

Midsomer  Norton 
Milbome    - 


North  Petherston 


Norton  St.  Philip  - 


Pawlet 


Porlock 


Priddy 


Monday      after      Easter 

Monday. 
August  15. 
September  3. 

August  10  -  - 


2nd  Monday  in  August 


August  21 

April  25 

Jane  5     - 
October  28. 


May  1 
November  8. 

Mayl      - 


Last  Monday  in  August 
and  October. 


Alternate 
Tu. 


Thursday  before  May  12 

and  October  9. 
November  12. 


August  21 

"1st  day  of  Winter." 


Shepton  Mallet       -     August  8 

2nd  Monday  in  Nov. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


S0XEB8BT8HIRB— cont. 

Shipton  Mallet 
Snowdon    - 
Somerton 


South  Brent 
South  Petherton 
Stayerdale 
Stanford     - 

St.  Decumans 


Stogursey 
Stoke-Gomer 
Stoke  under  Hamden 

Stowey  - 
Sucklebridge 

Taunton     - 

Ubley    - 
Watchet    - 

Wedmore 

Wellington     - 

Wellow 

Wells 


Market 
Day. 


Tu. 


August  8  -  - 

Thursday  in  Whit  week  - 

Palm  Tuesday 

Tuesday  three  weeks  after 

Palm  Tuesday. 
Tuesday  six  weeks  after 

Palm  Tuesday. 
Tuesday  nine  weeks  after 

Palm  Tuesday. 

October  10  -  - 

July  5  -  -        -        - 

August  5  -  - 

June  11  - 
September  28. 

August  24       -        -        . 


May  2      -  -  -  |        — 

September  12.  | 

May  6    - 
August  1. 

April  25  - 


September  7  -        -        -         Tu. 

Fri.  before  Holy  Thursday 
Wednesday  after  Oct.  10. 

June  17  -  -  -  I    W.  &  S. 

July  7,  three  days.  ! 


Weston  Zoyland 


Whit-tlown    - 
WilUton     - 
Winsham 
Wincanton 


October  4 

April  5 
August  25. 

August  2 


Thursday  before  Easter 
Holy  Thursday. 

May  20  - 
October  17. 

May  17     - 

July  5. 

October  17  and  26. 

NoYember  17  and  80. 


September  9 


Whit  Monday     - 

Trinity  Monday  - 

Wednesday  in  Whit  week 

Easter  Tuesday 

Last  Saturday  in  May. 

September  29, 


S. 


Th. 


W.  &S. 


W. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


SoxBRSBTSinRB — ccnt, 
Shipham     - 


Stoford 


Stoke  under  Hamdon 
South  Petherton     - 


Taunton 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Last  Wednesday  in  April 
November  17. 


June  2  and  11 
September  20  and  30. 


Wedmore 
Wellington 
Wellow 
Wells    - 

Weston-super-Mare 
Weston-Zoyland    - 
West  Pennard 
Williton      - 
Wincanton     - 


April  25 
July  6 


June  17 
July  7. 


Monday  before  July  25   - 
Last  Monday  in  Sept 

2nd  Wednesday  in  March 
1  St  Wednepday  in  June. 

October  17 


1st  Tuesday  in  January, 
May,  July,  November, 
and  December. 


September  9 


Last  Monday  in  July 


Tuesday  before  1st  Wed- 
nesday in  December. 


September  29 


W.&S. 


Ist  Th.  in 
the  mouth. 


LastTu. 
in  every 
month. 


W. 


Pel  2 
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ROYAL   COMMLSSrON   ON  MARKET  RIGHTS   AND  TOLI^S 


List  op  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


b  OMKRSETff  HIRE — COtlt. 

Wivilscombe  - 


Wootion  -Courtney 
Yurliugton     - 
YoovU 


2Staffobi>^hirk  : 
Abbot's  Bromley    - 


Barton  Underwood 

Bentley 

Breewood 


Burton  on  Trent 


Cannock 


Cheadle 


Ecclcshall 


Fazlcy 


II  ay  ward  Heath 
Holy  Cross    • 


May  12   - 
beptember  25. 


September  19 

August  26 

June  28 
NoTember  17. 


Tuesday  before  Mid-Lent 

Sunday. 
May  22. 
September  4. 

Mays     -  - 

November  28. 

July  81 

Whit  Wednesday. 

September  19      • 


February  6 
April  5. 
Holy  Thursday. 
July  16. 
October  29. 

May  8 
October  18. 


March  25 
Holy  Thursday. 
August  21. 
October  18. 


Thursday  before  Mid-Lent 

Thursday. 
Holy  Thursday. 
August  16. 
1st  Friday  in  November. 

March  21 

Monday  after  October  10. 


November  17 

2nd  Wed.  in  April  and 
Sept(mber. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Th. 


List  op  1888. 

Place. 

1 

Bair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

SOMKBSETSHIBB— con/. 

Woolavington 

October  18 

— 

Yarlington  - 

August  26      -        -        - 

... 

Yeovil   - 

Last  Friday  in  June 
3rd  Friday  in  November. 

F. 

Staffobdsuiku  : 

1 

1 

Burslem     - 

Saturday   before    Shrove 
Tuesday,    Easter    and 
Whitsun. 

Sat  on  or  after  June  24. 

December  24. 

M.,W.,& 
S. 

Burton-on-Trent     • 

October  28  and  29 

Th. 

Cannock 

May  8     - 
August  24. 
October  18. 

S. 

Caverswall 

2nd  Tu.  in  April  and  Oct. 

— 

Cellar  Head 

May5    . 

Thursday  after  Nov.  1. 

— 

Cheadle      - 

January  8            •            • 

March  85. 

Holy  Thursday. 

July  7. 

August  21. 

October  18. 

F. 

Fazeley 

• 
Monday  after  October  10 

S. 

Fhish     - 

September  29 

•^ 

Gnosall 

May  7      . 

— 

GrindoQ 

Tu.  on  or  next  to  Nov.  1 

— 

Ipstoncs     - 

Mon.  nearest  to  Nov.  6  - 

Kinver  -        -        - 

Last  Tuesday  in  February 
2nd  Tuesday  in  May. 
1st  Tue8<'ay  in  December. 

"" 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


203 


List  of  1792. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Stafporoshiee — cont, 
Leeke 

Easter  Wednesday  - 

May  18. 

Wbit  Wednesday. 

July  8. 

July  28. 

Wedne«Uy  after  Oct.  10. 

Wed.  before    Candlemas 

(O.S.) 
November  13. 

W. 

Litchfield       - 

Ash  Wednesday      - 

May  12. 

1st  Tuesday  in  Nov. 

Tu.  &  F. 

LoDgnor    - 

Tn.  before  Old  Candlemas 

Easter  Tuesday. 

May  4  and  17. 

Wbit  Tuesday. 

August  5. 

Tu.  before  Old  Michaelmas 

November  12. 

Tu. 

Newcastle 

Shrove  Monday 

Whit  Monday- 
Monday  before  July  15. 
Monday  after  Sept  11. 
November  6. 

M. 

Fattlngfaam    • 

Last  Tuesday  in  April    - 

*~ 

Penkridge  - 

April  80      - 

1st  Monday  in  September. 

— 

Rudgley 

June  6     • 
October  21. 

T. 

Sandon       • 

November  14 

— 

Stafford 

Tu.  before  Shrove  Tu.     - 

May  14. 

Sat  before  St  Peter. 

June  29. 

July  10. 

September  16, 17,  and  18. 

October  2. 

December  4. 

S. 

Stone 

Tuesday  after  Mid-Lent  - 
Shrove  Tuesday. 
Whit  Tuesday. 
May  29. 
August  5. 

T. 

Tamworth      - 

May4      - 
July  26. 
October  24. 

S. 

Tcan  ' 

April  10      -            -        - 
November  12. 

- 

Tutbury 

February  14        - 
August  15. 
December  1. 

T. 

Uttoxeter       - 

May  6         -            -        - 
July  5. 
September  1. 
November  27. 

w. 

Walsall 

Februar}-  24          -          - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Tu.  before  New  Michael- 
mas Day. 

T. 

List  of  I88S. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Staffoedshire — coni 
Leek 


Lichfield 


Longnor 


Newcastle  -  under  • 
Lyme. 


Penkridge 
Rugeley 

Stafford 


Tamworth 


Uttoxeter 


WalsaU 


Wed.  before  Feb.  13 

Easter  Wednesday. 

May  18. 

Whit  Wednesday. 

July  3  and  28. 

Wednesday  after  Oct.  10. 

November  18. 

Wed.  after  Christmas. 

Last  Wednesday  in  Feb- 

ruary,      August,     and 

October. 

Ash  Wednesday  - 
May  12. 

Friday  after  St.  Simon. 
Friday  after  Twelfth  Day. 

Tuesday  before  Feb.  14  - 

Easter  Tuesday. 

May  4  and  17. 

Whit  Tuesday. 

August  5. 

1st  Tuesday  in  October. 

November  12. 

January  10  and  31 
February  21. 
March  21. 
April  11. 
May  9  and  30. 
July  11. 

August  1  and  22. 
September  19. 
October  10. 
November  7. 
December  5. 


April  30  - 
September  2. 
October  10. 

June  1  to  6 
October  21. 
December  8. 


Tu.  before  Shrove  Tu.     - 

April  3. 

May  14. 

Saturday  before  June  29. 

October  2. 

December  4. 


Alternate 
W. 


Tu. 


M.&S. 


Th. 


July  26    - 


May  6     -         -         .         - 

September  19. 

November  II  and  27. 

1st   Thursday  after    2ni 

Tuesday  in  March. 
^September  19. 
*l8t  Thursday  in  Sept. 

2ud  Thursday  in  Nov. 

February  24 
Whit  Tuesday. 
Tuesday  before  Sept  29. 


Alternate 
W. 


Tu.  &  S. 


Dd  3 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS  : 


L^8T  OF  1792. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Staffordshibb — cont. 
Wednesbury  - 

May  6 
August  4. 

— 

WolTerhampton     - 

July  10   - 

W. 

Yoxall  - 

September  1        - 

" 

Suvrouc. 
Aldborongh  - 

March  1  - 
May  3  (toys). 

S. 

Beccles 

Ascension  Day 
Whit  Monday. 
St.  Peter. 
June  29. 
October  2. 

s. 

Bergholt 

Wed-  after  St.   Swithin, 
July  15  (toys). 

— 

Bildestone    - 

Ash  Wednesday     - 
Holy  Thursday. 

w. 

Blythborough 

April  5  (toys) 

Botesdale 

Holy  Thursday     - 

w. 

Boxford      - 

Easter  Monday 
St.  Thomas. 
December  21  (toys). 

— 

Boxtead 

Whit  Tuesday 

— 

Brandon 

February  U 
Monday  before  Easter. 
Julys. 
November  16. 

^^ 

Bricet 

July  5     - 

— 

Bnngay 

May  14       -            -        - 
September  25. 

Th. 

Bures     - 

Holy  Thursday  (toys)     - 

j 

Bury  St.  Edmund's 

October  2  to  16 
December  1. 

1 
F. 

Clare    - 

Easter  Tue^ay     - 
July  26. 

M. 

1 

Cooling 

July  81    - 
October  17. 

1 

Debenham     - 

June  24  (toys) 

F. 

Dunwich 

St.  James,  July  25  (toys) 

S. 

Elmset 

Whit  Tuesday 

— 

Earl  Soham    - 

August  4        -        -        - 

— 

Eye 

Whit  Monday      - 

S. 

Felsham 

August  16  -            -        . 

— 

Finningham   - 

September  4    .    - 

- 

Framlingham 

Whit  Monday 
October  10. 

s. 

Framsdeu 

Holy  Thuntday 

""     1 

List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Staffobdsbibr — cant, 
Wednesbury  - 


Wetley  Rocks 


May  6    - 
August  3. 

May  3      - 

l8t  Th.  affcr  Oct.  21. 


Suffolk  : 


Beccles 


Bungay 


Bury 


CaTendish  - 


October  11 


May  14    - 


Ist  Tuesday  in  December 


June  1 1 


Tb. 


W. 
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List  op  1792. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

* 

Market 
Day. 

Suffolk — coni. 
Glemsford    - 

June  24  (toj  a) 

^_^ 

Suffolk— cofU. 

June  8    - 

— 

Great  Thuriow 

October  10 

— 

Hacheston   - 

Nov.  12  - 

— 

Hadleigh 

Whit  Monday  (toys) 
October  10. 

S. 

Halesworth  - 

October  18 

T. 

Halesworth    - 

-             -             _            . 

Tu. 

Handford 

November  18          -        - 
August  22. 

— 

Haughley     - 

August  25  (toys)   - 

— 

HaverhiU       - 

May  12  - 
August  26. 

Honton  - 

June  29  - 

— 

Horringer  - 

September  4 

— 

Horringer  - 

Ist  Tuesday  in  September 

—     > 

Hoxne  •        -        - 

— 

Hundon 

Holy  Thursday      - 

— 

Ixworth 

Whit  Monday  (pleasure) 

F. 

Ipswich 

May4     . 
May  18. 
July  25  (toys). 
August  22. 
September  25. 

W.,  F., 

&S. 

Ipswich 

* 

Ist  Tu.  in  May  and  1       - 
August  22. 

Tu.  &  S. 

Kersey  - 

Easter  Monday  (toys)     - 

— 

Lavenham  - 

Shrove  Tuesday  - 
October  10. 

Tu. 

Lavenham  - 

Shrove  Tuesday  - 

— 

Laxfleld 

May  12 

St    Luke,    October     18 
(toys). 

■~" 

Lindsey 

July  25  (toys) 

— 

Long  Melford 

Whit  Thursday 

— 

Lowestoft  - 

May  Day 

St  Michael,  September  29. 

Luston 

December  11  and  12 

— „ 

Market  Weston     - 

August  15 

— 

Massingham 

August  9     -            -        - 

— 

Mattishaw 

August  9             -            - 

— 

Melford          .        - 

Whit  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day,  and  Thursday. 

Tu. 

Meudiesham 

Holy  Thursday 

Tu. 

MUden  HaU 

October  lO          -            - 

W. 

Nayland        -        - 

October  2   - 

F. 

Needham      - 

November  8  (toys) 

W. 

Newmarket 

Whit  Tuesday 
November  8. 

Tu. 

Orford       - 

Midsummer  Day,  June  24 
(toys). 

M. 

Polstead 

June  16  (toys) 

— 

Holy  Thursday  (toys)     - 
September  23  (toys). 

Th. 

Snape 

August  11      -        -        - 

— 

Somerliton     - 

July  31  (toys)     - 

— 

D<14 
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HOYAL   COMMISSION   ON   MAHKET   BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


List  op  1888. 


Place. 


Suffolk— co«^ 
Soathwoald 


Stmiton  - 
Stoke 
Stowmarket   - 

Stradbrooke  • 

Stratford    - 
Sudbury 

Tbrandiston  - 
Tbwaite     - 

Woodbridge  - 

Woolplt      - 


SUBBET  : 

Bletcbingley 

Bookham 

Camberwell 

Cbertsey 

Cobbam 

Ci-oydon     - 

Dorking 

Dulvich     - 

Egbam 
Epsom 
Bsber 

Ewell 

Fambam 

Frogerbeath 
Godalming 

Guildford 


Fair  Days. 


Trinity  Monday 
St.  Bartholomew,  Aug.  21 
(toys). 

May  31    - 

.May  12  (toys) 

July  10  (toys) 
August  12. 

August  10  (toys)    - 
St.  Matthew,  September  21 
(toys). 

June  11  (toys) 

March  13 

July  10. 

December  12  (toys). 

July  31    - 

June  80 
November  25. 

April  5    - 
October  23  (toys). 

August  12  - 
September  16  and  19. 


Market 
Day. 


Jime  22      -  -        - 

November  2. 

Old  Michaelmas  Day 

August  18  (toys) 

Ist  Monday  in  Lent 
May  14. 
August  6. 
September  25. 

March  17        -        -        - 
December  11. 

July  5         -        - 
October  2. 

Day     before    Ascension 
Day. 

Monday     after     Trinity 
Monday  (toys). 

May  ro    - 

August  5  (toys) 

Old    Bartholomew    Day, 
September  4. 

May  12        -         -  - 

October  29. 

Holy  Thursday    - 
June  24. 
November  13. 

June  16        -  -        - 

February  13        - 
July  10. 

May  4 
November  22. 


Th. 


Th. 


W. 


W. 


S. 
Th. 


Th. 
Th. 

W. 

S. 


Place. 


Suffolk — cont. 
Southwold  - 


Stoke-by-Nayland  • 


Wooluit 


Sobrst: 
Blackwater 

Blcchingley    - 


Cheitpey     - 

Obham 
Ooydon 
Dorking 


£psom 

Ewell 
Farnbam    - 

Qodalming 
Guildford   - 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Trinity  Monday  - 


1st  Friday  after  May  12  - 


M.  &  Th. 


September  16  • 


November  8  and  9 

May  10   - 
November  2. 


Ist  Monday  in  Lent 
May  14. 
August  6. 
September  25. 

May  1  (Tilt  Fair)   - 
December  11. 

October  2  and  3  • 


Asoension  Day  and  day 
before. 


July  25 


May  12 
October  29. 

May  10   - 
June  24. 
November  10. 


February  IS 


May  4     - 
November  ?2. 


Alternate 
W 


Th. 


W, 


Th. 


Tu.  &  S. 
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List  ov  1792. 


Place. 


SUBIUIT— «Olt<. 

Ham 
Haslemero     • 


Katherine  Hill 
Kingston    - 


Leatberhead 

Limpsfield 
lingfield    - 


Mitcbam 
Mortlake    - 
Feekham 
Byegate 

Bipley 
Soathwark 

Sydenham 

Thorp 

Walton 

Wanbro' 
Wandsworth 

Woking 


Fair  Days. 


May  29 

May  12   . 
September  25. 

October  2     -  -        - 

Thursday,    Friday,     and 
Saturday,  in  Whit  week. 
August  2. 
August  3  and  4. 
Noyember  13. 


Market 
Day. 


Tu. 


Old     Michaelmas 
October  10. 

May  22 

May  12 
June  29. 
July  15. 
October  10. 

August  12  (toys) 

July  19  (toys)    - 

August  21  (toys) 

Whit  Monday      - 
Ist     Wednesday 
month. 

November  8 


Day,  I 


every 


St.  Bartholomew's  Fair 
discontinued  by  order 
of  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Trinity  Monday  (toys)    - 

May  29    - 

Wednesday  in  Easter 
week. 

September  4  -  - 

Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday,  in  Whit 
week. 

Whit  Tuesday  (toys) 


Tu. 


List  of  1838. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


SuBRBY — eont, 
Haslemere 

•    Kingston    - 
Knaphill 


Mitcham 

Beigate 
Bipley 


Tu. 


Sussex  : 
Adyersean     - 

September  12 

Alfnston 

May  12    - 
November  80. 

Angmering 

July  30       . 

Ardingley 

May  80   - 

Arundel     - 

May  14        - 
August  21. 
September  2o. 
December  17. 

Ashington     - 

June  29  - 

July  21  (Statute) 

Ashurst 

October  16 

Baloomb    ' 

June  4 

A     55729. 

1 

W.  &J 


Sussex: 


Arundel 


Afay  13    - 
September  26. 


November  13 


November  10 


August  12,  13,  and  14 


December  9 


November  11 


Monthly, 
M. 


Th.  &8. 


Balcombe  - 
Bat  and  Ball 


May  14    - 
September  25. 


April  13  - 
July  23 

Digiti: 


Alternate 
M. 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIOHT3  AND  TOLLS: 


LiBT  or  1793. 

List  of  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

8U88BX— con^ 
Battle 

Whit  Monday      - 
Monday       before        Old 

Michaelmas. 
November  22. 
2nd  Ta.  in  every  month. 

Th. 

Sussex — cont. 
Battle 

September  6        - 
November  22. 

— 

Beckeley        -       - 

Easter  Thursday     - 
December  26. 

— 

Beeding      - 

July  21    - 

— 

Billingshurst  - 

Whit  Monday 
November  8. 

— 

Bines  Qreen 

June  12  - 

— 

Blackboys  - 

October  6 

— 

Bo^am-       -       - 

June  6     - 

— 

Bodiham 

June  6        -            -        - 

— 

Bognor 

July  5     - 

— 

Bolney 

May  17- 
December  11. 

— 

Boreham  Street 

September  21       - 

— 

Brede    -        -        - 

Easter  Tuesday 

— 

Brightbelmstone     - 

Holy  Thursday   - 
September  4. 

Th. 

Broadwater 

June  22        -         -         - 
October  30. 

— 

Burwash 

May  12   - 
September  4. 

— 

Burwash 

May  12 

October  4. 

— 

Baxted 

July31  .        .        -        - 

— 

Cat8treet 

April  14  - 
June  27. 

— 

Charley 

June  29  - 

— 

Chelwood     .  - 

July  25   - 

— 

Chichester  - 

May  4    -        -        -        - 

Whit  Monday. 

August  5. 

October  10. 

October  20. 

2nd  Wed.  in  every  month. 

W.  &S. 

Chichester  - 

October  20 

W. 

Clayton 

Julys      - 
September  26. 

— 

Crawley 

Mays    -        -        -        - 
September  9. 

— 

Crawley 

Mays 
September  9. 

— 

CrosB-in-Hand 

June  22          -        -        - 
November  19. 

— 

Cross-in-Hand 

November  10      - 

— 

Crowborongh 

April  25  - 

— 

Crowborongh 

April  25      - 

— 

Cuckfield    - 

May  25    - 
Whit  Thursday. 
September  16. 
November  29. 

F. 

Dane-hill 

Ascension  Day 

1 

Dieker 

Ascension  Day    - 

• 

Ditching 

April  5  V.        -        -        - 
October  12. 

— 

Ba&t-bonm 

October  10 

S. 

Eastbourne     - 

October  11 

— 

East-Dean     - 

October  28     -       -        - 

— 

East-Grinstead 

July  18   - 
December  11. 

Th. 

East  Qrinstead 

April  21      .           -       - 
December  11. 

Th. 

East  Hoathly 

Aprils  .           -           - 

— 
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LuT  OF  1793. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Sussex — cont, 
Egdean      - 

Mayl    -        -        - 
September  4. 

Ewhurst 

May  21    - 
August  5. 

Fendon 

Holy  Thursday 

Fletching 

Mon.  before  Whit  Sunda} 

Forrest-row 

June  25  - 
November  8. 

Franfield    - 

June  24- 

Garner-Street 

August  5 

Green    -        -        - 

August  12      -        -        - 
Monday  before  Old  Mid- 
summer, July  5. 

Guestling   - 

May  28  - 

Hafield 

April  14 
June  27. 

Haylsham  - 

April  6  -        -        -        . 
June  3. 

Hartfield    - 

Th.  after  Whit  week 

Hastings 

Whit  Tuesday      - 
July  26. 
November  23. 

Lm  OF  1888, 


Place. 


Sussex — cotU, 


Findon 


Forest  Kow 


S. 


W.  &  S. 


Henfield 

Holdly 

Hollington     - 
Hoo 
Horley 
Horsebridge 

'  Horsebridge-common 
Horsham 

Horstead-kayne 

Hurst-green 
Horstpierpoint 

Iventon 

Iiamberhnrst  • 

Lewes 

St.  Leonard's  Forest 
linfield      - 


May  4      - 

Julys. 

August  1. 

May  9    -        -        -        - 

— 

2nd  Monday  in  July 

— 

Mayl     . 

— 

November  7    -        -        - 

— 

May9      - 

__„ 

September  26. 

September  11 

— 

Mon.  before  Whit  Sunday 

S. 

July  18. 

November  27. 

Last  Tu.  in  every  month. 

May  27    - 

__ 

September  12. 

Junes   -        -        -        - 

— 

Mayl      - 

^^ 

August  10. 

Easter  Tuesday 

_^ 

May  29. 

Aprils    - 

___ 

May  21. 

May  6    -        -        -        - 

s. 

Hailsham 


Whit  Tuesday. 

"  Wool  Fair  ^' July  26. 

October  2. 

November  17 

May  12  - 
August  S. 
October  28. 


Hay  ward's  Heath 
Heathfield      - 


Hooe 


Horsebridge 


Horsham    - 


Lamberhurst 
Lewes 

Lindfield        o 


Fair  Days. 


July  12 
September  14. 


November  8 


August  12  - 


November  18 
April  14      - 


Market 
Day. 


May  1 


May  9 
September  29. 


Aprils    - 

July  18. 

November  17  and  27. 


1st  Tuesday  in  April 


May  6     - 
September  21  and  28. 


April  1    - 
Augusts. 


Tu. 


Alternate 
W. 


Ee  2 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS; 


List  of  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Pair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

SussBx — cont, 
Longbridge    - 

July  20  . 

_^ 

SnssBZ — cont. 

Lorwood    - 

May  2         -           -        - 

— 

Maresfield  - 

September  4  .        .       . 

— 

Maresfield     - 

September  4 

S. 

Mayfield        -        - 

April  5    - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
May  80. 
October  29. 
November  18. 

Mayfield    - 

May  80       -           -        - 
November  18. 

Midhurst    - 

Thursday,  April  5  - 

October  80. 

Whit  Tuesday,  and  every 
Thursday  fortnight  after- 
wards. 

Th. 

Afidhurst 

April  6    -           .           . 
May  19. 
October  39. 

Newiok      . 

June  21  - 

— 

Newhaven 

October  lo     -        -        - 

— 

Northiam   - 

September  17       - 

— 

Northiam   - 

8ni  Thunday  in  April     - 

- 

Nutley  - 

May4    -        -        -        . 

— 

Old  Tye  Common  - 

May  9      - 

~ 

Feasemarsh 

Th.  after  Whit  week 
July  18. 

— 

Pembuiy    - 

Whit  Tuesday 

— 

Pett       -        -        - 

May  27    - 
July  18. 

— 

Petwcrth 
Pevensey    - 

Holy  Thursday 
November  20. 

Julys      - 

W. 

Petworth 

Mayl     . 
Sq>tember  4. 
November  20. 

Playden 

September  4            -        - 

— 

Pulborough 

Baster  Tuesday    - 

— 

Racham 

May  30       -            -        - 
October  18. 

— 

Rogate       - 

September  27       - 

— 

Rotherbridge 

September  25      - 

— 

Robertsbridge 

September  25  and  26 

— 

Kotherfield    -        - 

June  18      -            -        - 
October  20. 

— 

Botherfield     • 

June  18  - 
October  80. 

— 

Rudgwick      - 

Trinity  Monday       - 

— 

Rusblake       Green, 
near     Tunbridge 
Wells. 

April  22  - 
October  10. 

— 

Rye 

Whit  Monday 
August  10. 

W.  &S. 

1 

Seaford 

March  18 
July  25. 

s. 

Shoreharo  • 

July  35        - 

s. 

Sidley            -        - 

1st  Monday  after  June  29 

— 

Silmiston    - 

September  19          -        - 

— 

Slaugham 

Easter  Tuesday   - 

— 

Slinford     - 

Baster  Tuesday 

— 

South-bourne 

March  12 

— 

South-harting 

1st  Wednesday  in  June  - 
October  28. 

— 

Southwater    - 

July  8     - 

— 

Southwick- 

May  19       - 

— 

St  John's  Common 

Julys 

— 
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LiBT  OP  1798. 


FJace. 


Fair  Days. 


Susssx— con/. 
Stejning 


Storrington    - 

Tarring 

Thakeham 
Ticehorit  - 
Tomer'fhiU  - 

Uckfield 

Wadhurst  - 

Wamham 
Wellington 
Westfield 
West-ham  - 

West-heathlej 
WeTilsfield  - 
White-smith 

Wilmington  - 
Winchelsea  - 

Withyam 
Wood's  Ck>mer 
Worley-common 


Wakwickbhirb: 
Atherstone     - 


Aolcester 


Birmingham 

Brailes 
Coleshill 


Coventry 


June  9     - 
September  19. 
October  10. 

May  12       -  -        - 

^oyember  11. 

3rd  Wed.  in  eivery  month. 

April  5    - 
May  29. 
Octobers. 

May  29 

May  4     - 

Baster  Tuesday 
October  16. 

May  14   - 

August  29. 

April  29      . 
NoTember  1. 

Whit  Tuesday     - 

Whit  Monday 

May  18   - 

May  15       -  -        - 

September  15. 

Whit  Monday      • 

July  29       - 

May  21   - 
Julys. 

September  17 

May  14   - 


October  10- 

May24    - 

2nd  Wed.  in  May  (toys)- 


Market 
Day. 


W. 


W. 


April  7 

JiUy  18  (pleasure). 
September  19. 
December  4. 

Tuesday  before  Mar.  25 
May  18. 
October  17. 


Thursday  in  Whitsun  we^ 
September  29. 

Easter  Tuesday 

Shroye  Monday  - 

May  6. 

W.  after  New  Michaelmas 

2nd  Fri.  after  Ash  Wed. 

May  2. 

Friday*  in  Trinity  week, 

for  eight  days. 
August  26  and  27. 
NoYember  1. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Th. 


W. 


LuT  ov  1888. 


Place. 


SussBX — coni, 
Steyning    - 


Storrington    - 


Tioehunt    • 

Uckfield 
Wadhurst  - 

Westfield 


Wisborough 


Wabwicksuirb  : 
Atherstone    - 


Bedworth  - 
Binmngham  • 

Brailes 
ColeshiU 

GoTentry 


*  **Ftrit  day  representing  Lady  Godifa." 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


October  11 


May  13 

NoTember  11. 


May  4     • 

October  7. 


May  14 
August  29. 

April  29  - 
November  1. 


3rd  Tuesday  in  April 


July  16    - 
September  20. 


1st  Tuesday    after    Sep- 
tember 19  (statute). 
December  4. 


Whit  Wednesday    - 

Whit  Thursday   - 
Th.  nearest  Sept  29. 

Easter  Thursday     - 

Monday    before    Shrove 
Tuesday. 


May  2     - 
Whit  Monday. 
November  1. 


June  21 

and 
aheniate 

M. 


Tu. 


Tu.3cS. 

S. 
W. 
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mYAh  COMMISSION  ON  MABKIIT  JUGHTS  AND  TOLLS; 


List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Wart7iok6HIbe — cont 


Henley  in  Arden 

Kenelworth    - 
Eincton 

NuncatoD 
Rugliy 


SolyhuU 


Soatham 


Stratford  upon  Avon 

Sntton 
Warwick 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


Lady  Day 

March  25. 

Tuesday  in  Whitsun  week. 

October  29. 


April  30  - 
September  30. 

St.  Paul 
January  25. 
St.  Luke. 
October  18. 

February  18 
May  14. 
October  31. 

February  17  -        - 

March  31. 

May  15. 

July  7. 

August  21. 

November  22. 

Monday  before  St  Michael, 

September  29. 
December  10. 


M. 


Tu. 


May  10   - 
October  10. 
April  29. 
October  12. 

Eastet  Monday 

Mofi.  after  Holy  Thmrsday. 

July  10. 

Thursday  after  March  25. 
May  14. 
September  25. 
Thursday  after  Sept.  25. 


Trinity  Monday 
November  8. 

Monday  before  April  5    - 
Ist  Saturday  in  Lent. 
May  12. 
Julys. 

2nd  Monday  in  August. 
September  4. 
October  12  (statute). 
November  8. 

Mon.  before  St.  Thomas, 
Deo.  21. 


M. 


M. 

S. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Warwickshire —  cotU. 
Dunchurch     - 


Hampton-in-Arden 

Henley-in-Arden    - 

Hockley  Heath 
Kenilworth    - 

Kineton 

Nuneaton 
Rugby 


Southam 


Stratford-on-Avon  - 


Studley 


Warwick 


Fair  Days. 


3rd  Monday  in  January, 

March,  and  May. 
April  19. 

Monday  before  June  20. 
July  18. 
August  16. 
September  15. 
October  18. 
November  16. 
December  20. 
NoTember  15  and  16. 

June  14  - 
July  19. 
September  6. 
October  20. 

October  11  and  29 


October  13  (hiring) 

April  29      - 

Last  Tuesday  in  Sept 


February  5 
October  2. 


May  14 


Last  Monday  in  January 

February  17. 

Last  Monday  in  March 
and  April. 

May  15. 

Last  Monday  in  June 
and  July. 

August  21. 

Monday  before  Sept.  29 
and  Oct  27. 

Whole  week  beginning 
Monday  before  Nov.  19. 

2nd  Monday  in  Dec. 

1st  Monday  after  Christ- 
mas. 

Tuesday  before  Easter. 

Last  Wednesday  in  Sept. 


Two  Mondays   following 
October  11  (hiring). 


October   12    and   Friday 
week  following. 


September  28 


October  12  and  Saturday 
after. 


Market 
Day. 


IstM. 

monthly. 


Tu.  &  S. 


Monthly^ 
M. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


WsSTVORELAin) : 

Ambleside 


Appleby 


Brough 


BroQghHill  - 


Kendal 


Kirkby-Lonsdale    • 


Eirkby-Stephen 


Milthorp 
Orton 

Shapp 


WiLTSHIBS: 

Ambersbury 


Barwick-hill 
Bradford  - 
Bradford-Lye 


Britford 


Wed.  after  Whit  Sunday. 
October  29. 

Whit  Eve. 
Whit  Monday. 
June  10. 
August  10. 

Th.  before  Whit  Sunday. 


September  30. 


April  25  and  26. 
November  8. 


Holy  Hiursday    - 
St.  Thomas,  Dec.  21. 


Easter  Monday    - 
Tues.  after  Whit  Sunday. 
St.  Luke  (O.S.),  Oct.  29. 


May  12 


May  2 

Fri.  before  Whit  Sunday. 


May  4 


W. 
S. 

W. 


Th. 


May  17 

June  22. 

Octobers. 

Ist  Wed.  after  Dec  18. 

November  6        - 

Trinity  Monday 

Monday  fortnight  after 
Lansdown  Fair,  Aug.  10 
(pleasure). 


August  12 


M. 


F. 


M. 


LiM  ov  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Wbstmosblanb  : 
Ambleside 


Appleby     - 


Brough 


Brough  mil 

Burton-in-Eendal 
Grasmere     '  - 
Kendal 


Kirkby  Lonsdale 


Kirkby  Stephen 


Low  Borough  Bridge 
Milnthorpe    - 

.Orton 


Shap 


Staveley 


Whit  Wednesday   - 
October  13  and  29. 

Whit  Eve 

2nd  Wednesday  in  June. 

August  21. 


2nd  Thursday  in  January, 
February,  March,  and 
April. 

Thursday  before  Whit 
Sunday. 

September  30. 

October  1. 

September  30        -  - 

October  1. 

Easter  Monday    - 

1st  Tuesday  in  Sept. 

February  22        - 
March  22. 
April  29. 
November  8  and  9. 

April  5    - 
October  5. 
I  Holy  Thursday  and  three 

weeks  after. 
St.  Thomas'  Day. 
^Vxtemate    Wed.    during 

summer. 

Ist  Mon.  before  Mar.  20  - 
April  25. 
June  24. 
September  29. 
October  27. 

2nd  Wednesday  in  Sept.  - 

May  12   - 

October  17. 

May  3     - 

2nd   Friday    after    Whit 

Monday. 
1st  Wednesday  in  Sept. 
2nd    Friday    after    Old 

Michaelmas  Day. 

Wednesday    before    last 

Thursday  in  January. 
3rd  Monday  in  March. 
May  4. 
September  M. 

October  7  . 


Wiltshire: 


Bradford  Leigh 

Bradford-on-Avon  < 
Britford      - 


1st  Monday  after  Aug.  24 

Trinity  Monday      - 
August  12  -  - 


Market 
Day. 


Th. 


M. 


M. 
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BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Ltti  OF  1792. 

lilBT  OF   1888. 

Place. 

Faur  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Wn/rsBiBE-— con/. 
Oalne 

May  6         -            -        - 
July  22. 

Tu. 

WiLTSHIBB— coil/. 

CagUe-Combe 

May4     - 

— 

CasUe  Combe 

May  4         -            -        - 

— 

Chilmark 

July  80       - 

— 

Chippenham 

May  17   - 

June  22.        , 
October  29. 
December  11. 

Th. 

Chippenham  - 

May  17   - 
June  22. 
October  29. 
December  11. 

Clack 

Aprils 

October  11.                 , 

— 

Collingbum-duoes  - 

December  11       - 

— 

Corsham     - 

May  7 
September  4. 

— 

Corsham    - 

March  7  - 

— 

Corsle-heath  - 

Ist  Monday  in  August     - 

— 

Cricklade  - 

2nd  Thursday  in  April    - 
September  21. 

S. 

Cricklade       - 

September  21 
Srd   Tuesday   in    March 
and  September. 

Monthly, 
8rdTu. 

Devises 

February  18        - 
Holy  Thursday. 
April  20. 
June  18. 
Julys. 
October  2. 
October  20. 

Th. 

Devizes 

February  14        - 
April  20. 
October  20. 

Th. 

Dilton-marsh 

Baster  Monday    - 
September  18. 

— 

« 

Downton    - 

April  28      - 
October  18. 

— 

Downton 

April  28      - 
October  2. 

— 

Great  Bedwin 

April  28  - 
July  15. 

Tu. 

Great  Bedwin 

July  26   . 

— 

Heyteebury    - 

MayU       -            -        - 
September  25  (toys). 

•  — 

Heytesbnry    - 

May  14       -           -        - 

— 

Highworth 

August  12 
October  10  and  29. 

W. 

• 

Highwortn 

August  18 
October  11. 

2nd  W. 

Hindoo 

Mon.  before  Whit  Sunday 
October  29. 

Th. 

Hindon 

May  27 
October  29. 

— 

Kingsdown  Box     - 

Wednesday     before     St. 
Matthew's  Day. 

— 

Laycock 

July  7     - 
December  21. 

— 

Luggershall   - 

Augusts    - 

— 

Ludgershall  - 

July  25    - 

— 

MaidenBradley     - 

April  25              -       .     - 

Junes. 

September  21. 

^■^ 

Mahnsbury    - 

March  28    - 
A^28. 
June  29. 

S. 

Marlborough 

July  10    - 
Noyember  22. 

S. 

BCarlborougfa 

August  22  - 

Saturday      before      and 
Saturday  after  Oct.  11. 
November  28. 

Melkshani 

July  27       - 

2nd    Monday    in    every 
month. 

M. 

Melksham 

July  27    - 

Altemat 
Tu. 

Meer 

May6     - 
September  29. 

S. 

Meie                ,     - 

May  17    . 
October  10. 

— 

Noriease     - 

April  28  . 

— 

North  Bradley 

Monday  after  Holyrood, 
Sept^ber  14. 

— 

. 

- 

1 
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List  of  1798. 


Place. 


WiLTSHiRS— con/. 
Bamsbary 

St.      Ann's      Hill 
(Devises). 

Salisbury  - 


Sherstone 


Swindon     - 


Trowbridge    - 

UphaTen    - 
Warminster   - 

Westbuiy     - 

Whitehbury  - 
Wilton 

Wotton-Basset 

Yarboro^astle 


WOROSSTBESHIRX  : 

AWechurch    - 


Bellbronghton 
Bewdly 

Blockley 

Bromsgroye 
Droitwich 

Dudley 

A    56729. 


Fkir  Days. 


May  14    - 

September  25. 

August  6     - 


Tuesday  after  January  6 
Tuesday  after  March  25 

and  next  day. 
Whit  Monday. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  Sept 
2nd  Tuesday  after  Oct.  10. 
Tuesday  before  Christmas 

Day. 

May  12    - 
October  2. 

Monday  before  April  5   • 
2nd  Monday  after  May  12. 
2nd  Monday  after  Sept.  11. 
2nd  Monday  in  October. 


August  5,  6,  and  7 


October  29 

April  22      - 
August  10. 
October  28. 

1st  Friday  in  Lent 
Whit  Monday. 

NoTember  6 

May  4 

September  12. 
November  18. 

May  4      - 
November  13. 
December  19. 

Octobers    - 


Market 
Day. 


Tu.&S. 


Mays  - 
August  10. 

1st  Monday  in  April 
Monday  before  St.  Luke, 
October  18. 

Aijril  28  - 

Monday  before  July  26. 
December  10. 
December  11. 

Tuesday      after     Easter 

week. 
October  10  (hiring). 

June  24  - 
October  1. 

Friday  in  Easter  week    - 
September  29. 
December  21. 
September  28  (hiring). 

May  8  - 
August  5. 
October  2. 


M. 


S. 


w. 


Th. 


S. 


Tu. 
F. 

S. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


WiLTSRiRB — cont. 
Bamsbnry 


Salisbury 


Swindon 

Tan  Hill     - 
Trowbridge    - 

Warminster  • 
Weslbury  - 

Wilton 

Wootton-Bassett    • 
Yarborough  Castle  - 


WOBOJBSTBRSHIRB  : 

Alvechnroh   • 


Bromsgrove 


Dudley 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  14 
October  11. 


July  15   - 
October  18. 


Monday  before  April  5    - 
2nd  Mon.  alter  Sept  11. 


August  6    , 
August  5,  6,  and  7 


April  22  - 
August  11. 
October  26. 

1st  Tuesday  in  September 
September    24    (Ditton's 
Marsh). 


May  4      - 
September  12. 


Ist  Tuesday  before  Apr.  6 
October  11. 


October  4 


Ta.&8. 


M. 


Alternate 
Tu. 


May  5 


Monti  ly, 
W. 


June  24  - 


Ist  Monday   in    March, 

May,  and  October. 
2nd  Monday  in  August. 


Tu. 


Tu. 


Ff 
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ROYAL  COBOnSSION   ON   MARKET   RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  1792. 


Plaee. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

W0BOB8TBR8HIBIB— 
cant, 
BTenham 

Candlemas  Day 

February  2. 

Monday      after      Easter 

week. 
Whit  Monday. 
September  21. 

M. 

Feckenham 

March  26 
September  30. 

— 

Kidderminster 

Palm  Monday 
Holy  Thursday. 
June  20. 
September  4. 

Th. 

King's  Norton 

April  25  - 
S^tember  5. 

— 

Perahore 

Easter  Tuesday 

June  26. 

Tuesday  before  All  Saints. 

November  1. 

T. 

Keddich     - 

ist  Monday  in  August    - 

— 

Shipston 

3rd  Tuesday  in  April 

— 

Shipton 

June  22  - 

Tuesday  after  October  10. 

F. 

Stoiiroridge    < 

March  29 
September  8. 

F. 

Stoirport   - 

Easter  Monday 
September  18. 
Every  Thursday. 

Th. 

Tecbury 

April  23  - 
July  18. 
September  26. 

Th. 

Upton 

Ist  Thursday  after  Mid- 
Lent. 
Thursday  in  Whit  week. 
July  10. 

Th.  before  St.  Matthew. 
September  21. 

Tu. 

Worcester 

Sat.  before  Pahn  Sunday - 
Saturday  in  Kaster  week. 
August  15. 
September  19. 
1st  Monday  in  December. 

W.,F.,&S, 

Yorkshibk: 
Aberforth  - 

Last  Monday  in  April     - 
Last  Monday  in  May. 
Monday  after  October  18. 
Last  Monday  in  October. 

M. 

Adwalton 

February  6          -            - 
March    9,    and    a    fort- 
nightly          Thursday 
market  fair. 
Easter  to  Michaelmas     - 

Th. 

Aldborongh 

September  4        - 

— 

Appletiewiok    '     - 

October  2 

— 

List  ov  1888. 


Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

W0RCB8TBR8HIRR — 
cofU. 
Evesham 

Monday  after  Easter  week 

Whit  Monday. 

1st  Monday  in  July. 

2nd  Monday  in  December. 

• 

Kidderminster 

June  17,  18,  and  19 

— 

Pershore     • 

Easter  Tuesday 
June  26. 

S. 

Bedditch 

Ist  Monday  in  August     - 
3rd  Monday  in  Sept 

— 

Shipston     - 

3rd  Tuesday  in  April 
June  22  (cattle,  &c.). 
1st  Tuesday  after  Oct  10. 

s. 

Stourbridge    - 

Last  Monday  in  March   - 

F. 

Tenbury     - 

April  22  . 

To. 

Upton-on-Sevem    - 

Thursday  after  Mid-Lent 

Whit  Thursday. 

July  10. 

Thursday  before  Oct.  2. 

— 

Worcester      - 

September  19       - 

M. 

• 

Y0RK8HIRR : 

Addinifham 

March  22 
October  3. 

— 

Adwalton  - 

February  6          -            - 
March  9. 

Thursday  after  Easter. 
Whit  Thursday. 
November  5. 
December  23. 

Appletreewick 

October  27           -           - 

— 
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List  ov  1792. 


Place. 


YORKBHIBX— con/. 

Aflkiigg      - 


ABtwiok 


BamB-Burton 
Bamsley    - 


Bawtry 
Bedal 


BcDtham 
BeTerley 

Bingley 

Black-Burton 
BoltoD  - 
Burroughbridge 

Bradfield    - 

Bradford 

Bridlington 

Bmmpton 


Cawood 

Clapham 

Cozwoold 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  10   - 

May  12. 

l8t  Thursday  in  June. 

October  28. 

October  29, 

Thursday    before     Whit 
Sunday. 


May  14    - 

Wednesday  before  Feb.  28. 
May  12. 
October  10. 

Whit  Thursday   - 

Old  Martinmas,  Not.  22. 

Easter  Tuesday  - 
Whit  Tuesday. 
July  5  and  6. 
October  10  and  11. 
Tuesday  se'nnlght  before 
Christmas  day. 


June  24  - 


Thursday  before    Valen- 
tine, February  25. 
Holy  Thursday. 
July  5. 
November  5. 

January  25  -  - 

August  25,  26,  and  27. 

Whit  Monday 

June  28  - 

April  27- 
June  22. 
October  23. 


June  17 
December  9. 


March  3  and  4    - 
June  17,  18,  and  19. 
December  9,  10,  and  11. 

Monday  before  Whitsun  • 
October  21. 


November  12  • 


May  12  - 

St.  Matthew,  Sept.  21 

August  25 


W. 


Tu. 


W.&S. 


S. 


LuT  OP  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


YORKBHIRB — COfU, 

Askrigg 


Bamoldswick 

Bamsley 
Bawtry 


Benham 


Bentham 


Beverley 


Bingley 


Bolton  'by-Bowland 
Boroughbridge 


Th. 


Bradford 

Bridlington 

Brighouse 

Bookden     - 


Cross  Hills 


May  12  - 

Ist  Thursday  in  Jane. 

July  1. 

October  28. 


4th  Tuesday  in  April 
2nd  liiesday  in  Sept 


Last  Wednesday  in  Feb. 
May  18.      * 
October  11. 

Whit  Thursday 
November  28. 


Saturday  before  Easter   - 
June  22. 
October  25. 

February  5  (cattle) 
Easter  Eve. 
June  22  and  28. 
October  25. 

February  21  to  24 
Holy  Thursday. 
May  16  to  19. 
July  1  to  5. 
November  2  to  5. 

Ist  Tuesday  in  April 
2nd  Tuesday  in  October. 


June  28  and  29    -. 

April  27  and  28      •        - 
Week  before  June  21  and 

22. 
October  28  and  24. 


March  3  - 
June  17. 
December  9. 

Mon.  before  Whit  Sunday 
October  21. 


2nd  Thursday  in  August 
1st  Monday  after  Oct.  12. 


Th. 


W.&S. 


W. 


September  18 
October  12. 


September  24 


M.,  Th.,  & 
S. 


S.,also 

W.  during 

season. 


Ff  i5 
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ROYAL  COMMI88ION  ON  MARKET   RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


List  of  17»a. 

List  of  1888. 

Flace. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

YOBKSHIRB — COnt. 

Dewsbury  - 

Wednesday  before  May  12 
Wednesday  before  Oct.  10. 

• 

TosKSHiRB — cont, 
Dewsbury  - 

Wednesday  on  or  before 

May  18. 
Friday  before  Ist  Monday 

in  August. 
October  11. 

W.&S. 

Doncaster 

Aprils    - 
Augusts. 
NoTember  26. 
Monday      before       Old 
Candlemas  Day,  Feb.  18. 

S. 

Doncaster 

l8t  Thursday  in  February, 
April,     August,     and 
November. 

TU.&S. 

Easingwould 

July  5     - 

— 

East  Witton  - 

Mays     - 
Nov^nber  20. 

— 

Bgton 

Tuesday  before  Feb.  15  - 
Tuesday  before  May  11. 
September  4. 
Tuesday  before  Nov.  22. 

Egton 

2nd  Tuesday  in  January  • 

Tuesday  before  Feb.  14. 

Tu.  before  Palm  Sunday. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  April. 

Tuesday  before  May  18. 

Markets  are  held  9  Tues- 
days   after    May    18, 
Tuesday  before  August 
12,  September  4,  Tues- 
day before  October  1 1 , 
Tuesday     before     No- 
vember   28,    and    2nd 
Tuesday  in  December. 

Frodlingham  - 

October  2. 

— 

Ford  Inn 

Saturday  after  April  11  . 
October  5. 

Oargrare    - 

December  11  and  29 

— 

Gargrave    - 

December  11       ^ 

— 

Giggleswick  - 

March  12 

— 

Gnitbum    - 

Easter  Monday    - 
Monday    fortnight    after 

Easter. 
Monday      month      after 

Easter. 
Saturday   after   Monday 

month  from  Easter. 
Monday    5    weeks    after 

Easter. 
September  18  and  19. 

Giftbum 

Alternate  Mondays 

Orassiiigton 

March  4  - 
April  24. 
June  29. 
September  26. 

" 

Grassington  . 

April  24  - 

Grinton 

Good  Friday  ... 
St.  Thomas's,  Dec.  21. 

— 

Gisbrougb     - 

Srd  Monday  and  Tuesday 

after  April  11. 
Tuesday  in  Whit  week. 
August  26. 
August  27. 
September  19  and  20. 
lstMondayafterNov.il. 

M. 

Guisborough 

Last  Tuesday  in  April 
2nd  Tuesday  in  Nov. 

Tu. 

Haliftx 

June  24  - 

S. 

Halifax 

Ist  Saturday  in  Nov. 

S. 

Harwood    - 

Last  Saturday  in  April  - 

— 

Hawes  - 

Whit  Tuesday 
September  28. 

— 

Hawes  -        -       . 

September  14  (sheep)     - 

September  28. 

1st  Tuesday  after  Oct.  12. 

Tu. 

Haworth     - 

July  22   - 
October  14. 

' 

Haworth    • 

Easter  Monday    - 
Whit  Monday. 
1st  Monday  after  July  18. 
Ist  Monday  after  Oct  11. 

" 

Headon 

February  14   - 
August  2. 
September  25. 
November  17. 

s.. 

fortnightly. 
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List  of  179S. 


Plaoe. 


YosKsniiB — cont, 
Uelmsley-filackmoor 


Uolmsfirth  - 

Honisey 
Howden     - 

Uathersfield  - 

Hull    • 

Hunmanby  • 

Ingleton 
Kettlewell    - 

Keighlej 

Kilham 

Kirby-moor-side 
Kirkham 
KnareBborotigh 


Lee   - 
Leeds 


Leighton    • 
Leyborn 


Fair  Days. 


May  19   - 
July  16. 
October  S. 
November  6. 


October  SO     - 


August  12 
December  17. 

2nd  Tuesday  id  January  - 
Tbursday  after  March  25. 
Saturday     before     Holy 

Thursday. 
2nd  Tuesday  in  July. 
October  2. 

May  14    - 


October  10 


May  6 

October  29  (toys). 

November  17 

July  6     - 
September  2. 

Mays 
November  8. 


August  21 
November  12. 

Whit  Wednesday    - 
September  IS. 

Saturday   before   Trinity 
Sunday. 

Wednesday  after  Jan.  13 

Thursday. 

Wednesday  after  Nov.  12 

and  next  day. 
May  6  and  7. 
August  12. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

after  October  10. 
Wednesday  after  Nov.  22 

(statute). 
Wed.    and  Thurs.    after 

December  10. 

August  24  -  - 

September  17. 

July  10       -  -        - 

Oct.  8  and  every  Monday 

fortnight. 
November  8. 


Market 
Day. 


8. 
S. 

Tu. 
Tu.  &  S. 


LUT  or  188S. 


Place. 


YORKSHIHB^COIl/. 

Helmsley 


Hohnfirth  • 


Midsummer  Day     - 
June  24. 

2nd  Friday  in  February  • 
2nd  Friday  in  May. 
2nd  Friday  in  October. 
2nd  Friday  in  December. 


Howden 

Haddersfield 

HuU 

Hunmanby 

Ingleton 

Keighley 
Kettlewell  - 


Th.       t 
W. 

W. 


Ta.&S. 


Knaresborough 


Leeds 


Leybum 


Fair  Days. 


Market 
Day. 


May  19 

July  16. 

October  1. 

November  5. 

l8t  Friday  after  (hiring). 

Last  Saturday  in  Blarch  • 
1st  Ssturday  after  May  4. 
Last  SaturdiBty  in  October. 


2ud  Mouday  in  April 

April  17. 

1st  Monday  after    Don- 

caBter  Races. 
October  2. 


March  31 
May  14. 
October  4. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  Af  ril 
October  11. 

May  6      - 
October  29. 

November  17 


Mays    - 
November  7. 

July  6     - 
September  2. 
October  27. 


Wednesday  after  Jan.  13 

March  12. 

May  5. 

Wednesday  after  Aug.  12. 

October  11. 

December  10. 


Srd  Wednesday  in  Jan.   - 
IH  Wednesday  in  March. 
Srd  Wednesday  in  April, 
iflt  Wednesday  in  June. 
Srd  Wednesday  in  July. 
1st  Wednesday  in  Sept 
Srd  Wednesday  in  Oct. 
Ist  Wednesday  in  Dec. 
July  1  (Saddlers*  Fair). 
November  8. 


2nd  Friday  in  February, 
May,  October,  and 
December. 


M.,  Tu., 
&F. 


W.  &S. 


W. 


Tu.,  W., 

&S. 


Pf  3 
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BOTAL  OOmOSSION  ON  XABKET  BIGHTS  AMD  TOLLS: 


Un  OF  179S. 

Li0T  or  1888. 

PIacc 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

LitUeDriAeld 

EasterMooday        »        . 
Wbit  Monday. 
August  8«. 
September  99. 

— 

YOBKIHIUB— €OS/. 

LoDgPrettoo 

March  1  - 
Septembers. 

~~ 

LongPreston 

March  1  -            -            - 
September  4. 

Friday  before  2nd  Tuesday 
in  October. 

Th.&att. 

M. 

Lothersdale    .        - 

Ist  Saturday  in  October  - 

— 

Luiton 

Novunber  3         - 

— 

Milham 

JmM  95               .           - 
October  4. 

— 

Malham 

June  80       - 

l8t  Tnceday  in  August. 

October  15. 

— 

MaHon       - 

Sat.  before  Pahn  Sunday 
Day  before  Whit  Sunday. 
October  10. 
October  11. 

TU.&S. 

Malton       - 

Monday      to      Saturday 
before  Palm  Sunday. 

Saturday     before     Whit 
Sunday. 

July  12. 

October  11  and  12. 

Saturday  before  Nov.  28. 

S. 

Marsden 

April  25  - 
July  10. 
Sq>tember25. 

— 

K^^bftT" 

Tu. 

Masham     - 

Wed.  in  Eauter  week       - 
September  17  and  18. 

w 

Meltham        -        - 

Saturday  after  April  8     - 
October  11. 

— 

Kiddleham-Bioor  - 

Norember  5        •            - 
November  6. 

M. 

March  80 
November  5. 

— 

Middlesmoor 

September  18          -        - 

^ 

Bloor-kirk    - 

JnneS4      -           .       . 

— 

New  Mill       - 

Monday  before  last  Wed- 
nesday in  February. 
1st  Wendesday  in  Aug. 
Wednesday  after  Nov.  14. 

"~" 

Noithallertott 
Northouram  - 

Febmary  15 
May  4. 
Octobers. 

September  21 

W. 

Northallerton 

February  14        - 
May  5. 
September  5. 
October  8. 

North  DuAeld       - 

May4     - 

— 

Ottley 

Wed.  in  Banter  week 
Every  fortnight  till  Whit 

Sunday  and  then  every 

three  weeks. 
Friday  before  Nov.  21. 

F. 

i 
1 

Otley 

Pateley  Bridge       - 

Monday  after  Ist  Sunday 

after  August  2. 
l8t  Monday  in  October. 
Friday  before  and  after 

November  22. 
Easter    Wednesday    and 

alternate     Wednesdays 

to  Whit  Wednesday. 

Easter  Saturday      - 
Saturday  after  Oct.  11. 

F. 

PMriogton     • 

Maroh28 
July  18. 
September  4. 

8. 

Pennitton     - 

Thunday  before  Feb.  28  - 
Last  Thursday  in  March. 
Thursdf  y  before  Old  May 

Day,  May  12. 
Th.  after  Old  Michahnas 

Day,  October  10. 

Penistone 

Thursday  before  Feb.  28 

and  before  May  12. 
Last  Thursday  in  March. 
Thursday  after  Oct.  11. 
November  8. 

Th. 

Pickering      . 

Mon.  before  Old  Candle- 
mas  Day. 

Monday  before  Old  Md- 
summer  Day 

September  25. 

Mon.  before  Old  Michael- 
mas Day. 

M. 
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List  of  1792. 


Place. 


Fair  Dajs. 


Market 
Dav. 


ToRKSHiss — cont. 
Pockington  - 


Pontefraet 


February  24    - 

May  6. 

July  24. 

November  8. 

December  7  and  18. 

7  days  before  St.  Matthias, 

February  24. 
7  days  before  Christmas 

Day. 

St.    Andrew     Fair,     Ist 

Saturday  in  December. 
20  days'  fair,  1st  Sat.  after 

20th  day  from  Christmas 
Candlemas  Fair,  1st  Sat 

after  February  13. 
St.   Giles'  Fair,  1st  Sat 

after  September  12. 
Aprils. 
May  4. 

Sat.  before  Palm  Sunday. 
Sat.  before  Low  Sunday. 
Sat.  before  May  4. 
Sat.  before  Trinity  Sunday. 


s., 

fortnightly, 


&eeth    - 

Fri.  before  Palm  Sunday 

Friday  se'nnight  before 
Old  May  Day,  May  12. 

Fri.  before  St.  Bartholo- 
mew, August  24. 

Fri.  se*nnight  before  Old 
Martinmas,  Nov.  22. 

Bichmond      - 

Saturday       after       New 

Candlemas. 
Saturday    before     Palm 

Sunday. 
1st  Saturday  in  July. 
September  25. 

Ripley       . 

Easter  Monday 
Easter  Tuesday. 
August  25,  26,  and  27. 

Bippon 

Thursday  after  Jan.  18    - 
May  12  and  18. 
1st  Thursday  in  June. 
1st  Thursday  after  Aug.  22 
November  22. 

Rotherham 

Whit  Monday 
December  1. 
Every  Monday. 

Soarboroogh 

Holy  Thursday 
November  22. 

Seamore 

July  15    - 

Sedbergh   - 

March  iO    -            -        • 
October  29. 

Selby 

Easter  Tuesday 
June  22. 
October  10. 

SetUe 

Tuesday  before  Palm 
Sunday. 

Thursday  before  Good 
Friday  and  every  other 
Friday  till  Whit  Sunday. 

April  26. 

June  2,  and  every  Mon- 
day fortnight. 

August  18  to  21. 

l6t  Tuesday  after  Oct  27. 

Sheffield 

Tuesday     after     Trinity 

Sunday. 
November  28. 

s. 


Th. 


M. 


Th.&S. 


P. 


Tu. 


List  of  1888. 


Place. 


Fair  Days. 


TORKSHIBB — cont. 

Pocklington 


Pontefiract 


Biohmond  - 

Bipley 
Bipon 

BomaldKirk 
Boiherham    - 


Seamer 
Sedbergh 


Selby 


Settle 


She£Beld 


March  7  - 
May  6. 
August  15. 
November  8. 


Saturday     before     Palm 

Sunday. 
1st  Sat  after  Nov.  80. 


November  S  and  8. 


Easter  Monday 
August  26  and  26. 


May  14  to  June  4  - 
1st  Thursday  in  Nov. 
November  28. 


1st    Thursday    in    April 
and  October. 

Whit  Mondapr      - 

Ist  Monday  m  November. 


July  16   - 

February  S6 

March  20. 

April  28. 

Th.  after  Whit  Sunday. 

October  29. 

Easter  Tuesday 
Last  Monday  in  June. 
Octobers. 

April  26  - 
August  19. 
Tuesday  after  Oct.  27. 


Whit       Tuesday       and 

Wednesday. 
Tuesday  and' Wednesday 

after  Christmas  Day. 


Market 
Day. 


S. 


Th. 


W. 


Tu. 


Tu.,  Th^ 
&S. 


Pf  4 
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List  op  1792. 

List  op  1888. 

Place. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

Phice. 

Fair  Days. 

Market 
Day. 

YOHRE — 

Sherburne  - 

October  6 

F. 

YoRKSBiRis— con/. 

Silsden 

1st  Tuesday  after  Apr.  28 
1st  Tuesday  after  Sept.  16. 

— 

Skipton 

March  23     - 

Palm  Sunday  Ere. 

Kaster  Eve. 

Ist  and  8rd  Tuesday  after 

Easter. 
Whitsun  Eve. 
August  5. 
Noyember  20. 
NoTcmber  22. 

S. 

Skipton      - 

August  28           -           . 

M. 

Slaidbum 

February  14    - 
April  15. 
August  1. 
October  20. 

" 

Slaidbum 

Wednesday  before  Easter 
November  4. 

"• 

Snaith 

Ist  Friday  in  April  - 

August  10. 

Ist  Friday  in  September. 

Th. 

Snaith 

Last  Thursday  in  April  - 
August  10. 

Tu. 

South  CaTe   - 

Trinity  Monday 

— 

Stamford  Bridge    - 

November  9         - 

— 

Stamford  Bridge    - 

December  1         .           - 

— 

Stokesley 

Saturday  before    Trinity 
Sunday. 

S. 

Tadcaster  - 

Last  W<3dne8days  in  April, 
May,  and  October. 

w. 

• 

Thirsk 

Shrove  Monday 
April  4,  5,  and  6. 
August  3,  4,  and  5. 
October  28  and  29. 
Decemlier  14. 

M. 

Thirsk        . 

Shrove  Monday 

April  4. 

Last  Monday  in  May. 

August  4. 

Ostober  28. 

1st  Tuesday  after  Dec.  11. 

M. 

Thome 

1st    Monday,     Tuesday, 
and   Wednesday,   after 
June  11,  and  also  said 
days  after  October  11. 

W. 

Thome 

Monday,    Tuesday,    aud 
Wed.  after  June  11. 

Monday,    Tuesday,    and 
Wed.  after  Oct.  11. 

"~ 

ToUerton    - 

August  26    -          -        - 

— 

ToUerton    - 

August  15           -            - 

— 

Topdifl 

July  17  and  18    - 

Th.&F. 

Topclifie 

July  17  (sheep)      - 
July  18. 

— 

Wakefield    - 

July  4  aud  6  - 
November  11  and  12. 

W. 

Wakefield  - 

July  4  and  5       - 
November  11  and  12. 

W.,F.,& 

S. 

Weighton  - 

May  14   - 
September  25. 

W. 

Wetherby       - 

Holy  Thursday 
August  5. 
Octobei  10. 

Thursday  before  Nov.  22 
(statute). 

Th. 

Whitby 

1st  Saturday  after  Nov.  5 
and  23. 

s. 

Whitgift 

July  22  - 

— 

Wibsey 

Octobers 
November  25. 

— 

7amin 

Thursday  before  April  6  - 
Holy  Thursday. 
August  2. 
October  20. 

Th. 

Yarm 

October  18, 19,  and  20    - 

■■• 

York 

Thursday    before    Palm 

Sunday. 
Whit  Monday. 
July  10. 
August  12. 
November  22. 
(Horse  Show)  week  before 

Christmas. 

Th.&S. 

York 

Thursday  before  Candle- 
mas Day. 

Thursday    before    Palm 
Sunday. 

Whit  Monday. 

July  10. 

August  12. 

November  14  and  23. 

(Horse  Show)  week  before 
Christmas. 

w.&s. 
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XXII. 

A  List  of  Acrs  of  Parliament  passed  for  the  Regulation  of  Markets  and  Fairs. 

A. — Public  General  Acts. 
1.  England  and  Wales. 


Year,  Statute,  aud 
Chapter. 


3  Edw.      I.,      Stat, 
Westm,  prim.  c.  31. 

18     Edw.     L,     Stat, 

Wtftitott. 
27   Edw.   I.,    Ordtn- 

atio  de  libertatibus 

perquisilvi, 
2  Edw.  IIL  c.  15.       - 
5  Edw.  III.  c.  5. 
27  Hen.  VJ.  c.  5. 

17  Edw.  IV.  c.  2.       - 
1  Rio.  III.  c.  6. 
25  Hen.  VIII.  c.  1.    - 
8&4Edw.  VLc.  19. 

5  &  6  Edw.  VL  e.  14. 
l&2Ph.&Mary,c.  7. 
2&3Ph.&Mary,c.7. 

4  &  5  Ph.   &  Mary, 
c.  7. 

31  Eliz.  c.  12. 

39  Elia.  c.  20.    - 

1  Jas.  I.  c.  25. 

16  Car.  L  c.  19. 
15  Car.  n.  c.  8. 
22  Car.  II.  c.  8. 

22  &  23  Car.  II.  c.  19. 
25  Car.  II.  c.  4. 

I  Ja».  n.  c.  17. 

4  &  5  Will.  &  Mary, 

c.  24. 
8&9  Will.  III.  c.  9.. 

10WiU.IILc.  18.      - 

II  Will.  IIL  c  13.     - 

6  Ann.  c.  84.     - 

7  Ann.  c.  6.   - 
9  Ann.  c.  26. 

1  Geo.  I.  8t.  2.  c.  15.- 

22  Geo.  IL  c.  49. 

24  Geo.  IL  c.  23. 

25  Geo.  II.  c.  30. 
29  Geo.  IL  c.  39. 

33  Geo.  n.  c.  27.-       - 

2  Geo.  m.  c.  15. 

12  Geo.  lU.  c.  71.      - 

21  Geo.  IIL  c.  67.  - 
36  Geo.  IIL  c.  113.    - 

36Geo.  m.  0.  118.    - 

38  Geo.  in.  c.  5. 

41  Geo.  III.  c.  99.      - 

6  Geo.  IV.  c.  81. 
9  Geo.  IV.  c.  61. 

11  Geo.  IV.  &  1  WiU. 

IV.  c.  14. 
11  Geo.  IV.  &  I  WilL 

IV.  c.  64. 
2  &  3  Vict,  c.  47. 


6  &  7  Vict  c.  68.  - 

7  &  8  Vict.  c.  24.  . 

10&  11  Vict.  c.  14.  . 

15  Sc  16  Vict.  c.  62.  - 

22  &  23  Vict,  c  56.  - 

28&24  Vict.  c.  51.  - 


24  &  25  Vict.  0.  91. 

25  &  26  Vict.  C  22. 

26  &  27  Vict,  c  83. 

A    55729. 


Subject-Matter. 


Outrageoas  Market  Tolls.    Mnrage 

Fairs  and  Markets  not  to  be  held  in  Churchyards. 

Writ  of  Inquiry. 


Proclamatioh  and  Duration  of  Fairs. 

The  like. 

Fairs  and  Biarkets  not  to  be  held  on  Sundays  and  Festivals,  except 

four  Sundays  in  harvest. 
Court  of  Pie  Powder. 
The  like. 
Sale  of  Meat        ------ 

Sale  of  Cattle  in  Smithfield  Market  and  elsewhere    .  .  - 

Ofifence  of  Forestalling       -  -  -  -  • 

Prohibiting  Retail  Sales  by  Country  People  except  in  Fairs  - 

Regulatiug  Sale  of  Horses  in  Markets  and  Fairs. 

BlackwaU  Hall  Cloth  Market.    Searches      .... 

Regulating  Sale  of  Horses  in  Markets  and  Fairs 

Cloth  to  be  searched  in  BlackwaU  HaU  .  .  .  . 

Sale  of  Cattle  in  Smithfield  and  elsewhere  ... 

Office  ofClerk  of  the  Market  .  .  .  •  - 

Sale  of  Cattle    --...---- 
Tolls    ...  -  .  .  - 

Sale  of  Cattle  in  Smithfield  and  elsewhere     .  .  .  • 

The  like 

The  like         - 

The  like  ...... 

Regulations  as  to  BlackwaU  Hall  Cloth  Market         .  • 

Erection  ofFree  Fish  Market  at  Billingsgate  .  .  . 

Sale  of  Cattle  in  Smithfield  and  elsewhere         .  .  • 

TheUkc 

TheUke  ...  •  • 

Re-sale  of  Fiih  at  Biflingsgate  forbidden  (b.  3)  ... 

Cloth  trade.    BlackwaU  Hall  ..... 

Erection  of  Free  Fish  Market  at  Westminster,  and  general  proTisioni 

as  to  Sale  of  Fish. 
Alteration  of  days.    New  style. 
The  Uke. 

Explaining  and  amending  22  Geo.  II.  c  49  - 
Regulating  Sale  of  Fish  at  Billingsgate  and  Westminster  Markets     - 
Sale  of  Fish  in  Billingsgate  to  be  pubUc  and  at  first  hand 
Sale  of  Cattle  in  SmiUmeld  and  elsewhere  .  •  . 

Cattle  trade  in  London  ..••.• 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  •  •  . 

Sale  of  Fish  at  BUlingsgate  by  retail  .  .  .  . 

Land  Tax  payable  on  Booths  at  Fairs  (s.  125-6). 

Treasury  may  grant  Bounties  for  snpply  of  Fish  at  Markets  of  London, 

Westminster,  or  any  other  Town. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  (s.  11). 
The  like  (s.  86) 

MetropoUtan  Markets. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  ..... 

MetropoUtan  Markets  and  Fairs  (s.  88)  •  .  • 


Theatrical  Perfbnnanoes  at  Fain.    (Extends  also  to  Scotland) 

ForestaUing  and  other  offences  •  .  •  . 

*'  Markets  and  Fairs  CUmses  Act,  1847  "  • 

Abandonment  of  Crown  rights  as  to  Markets  and  Tolls  (s,  6). 
Duties  of  Owners  and  Clerks  of  Markets  as  to  weight  and  measure 

Local  Taxation  Returns.    Tolls        -  .  - 


Repeal. 


Repealed  as  to  Murage  by  45  &  46 
Vict.  c.  50.  s.  5. 


Exception  repealed,  13  &  14  Vict, 
c.  23. 


Repealed  33  Hen.  VIII.  ell. 
Repealed  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  24.  s.  2. 
Repealed  12  Geo.  IIL  c.  71.  s.  1. 
Repealed  19  &  20  Vict  c  64. 

Repealed  in  part  by  49  Geo.  III. 

c.  109.  and  55  Geo,  III.  c.  xciii. 

Repealed  in  part  as  to  penalties, 

7  &  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  27. 
Repealed  in  part  by  49  Geo.  III. 
c.  109.  and  55  Geo.  III.  cxciu. 
Repealed  4>y  Statute  Law  Revision 
Act,  1863. 

Do. 
Repealed  by  12  Geo.  IIL  c.  71. 
Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Rerision 
Act,  1868. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Revision 

Act,  1867. 
Repealed  by  31  &  82  Vict.  c.  45. 

S.71. 
Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Revision 

Act,  1867. 

Do. 
Do. 
Repealed  by  31  8c  32  Vict  c.  45. 
Repealed  in  part  by  49  Geo.  IIL 

c.  109.  and  55  Geo.  HI.  c.  xciii. 
Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Revision 

Act,  1867. 


Do. 
Repealed  by  31  &  82  Vict  c.  45. 
Repealed  by  86  Geo.  IIL  c.  118. 
Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Revision 

Act,  1871. 

Do. 
Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 

Revision  Act,  1871. 
Repealed  by  81  &  82  Vict  c.  45. 

s.  71. 

Repealed  by  31  &  32  Vict.  o.  45. 


Repealed  in  part  b j  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1878. 


Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Acts,  1873,  1874. 

Repealed  in  part  by  3  &  4  Vict, 
c.  84.  s.  1. ;  27  &  28  Vict  c.  55. 
a.  75.;  Statute  Law  Revision 
Acts,  1874  (No.  2)  and  1875  ; 
and  38  &  39  Vict,  c  28.  s.  4. 

Repealed  by  Statute    Law    Re. 
vision  Act  1874  (No.  2).  " 
Do. 

Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1875. 

Repealed  in  part  and  re-enacted 
in  part  by  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  49. 

Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1875,  and  45  & 
46  Vict  c.  50. 


Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  (s.  13). 
The  like  (s.  12). 
The  Uke  (s.  21). 
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Year,  Statate,  aud 
Chapter 


31  &32  Vict.  c.  106.- 
34  &  35  Vict  c.  12.  - 
84  &  35  Vict.  c.  70.  - 

34  &  35  Vict.  C.  96.  - 

35  &  36  Vict,  c  94. 

86&37  Vict.  c.  37.  - 

37  &  38  Vict.  c.  49.  - 

38  &  39  Vict.  c.  55. 
38  &  39  Vict.  c.  63.  - 
41  &  42  Vict.  c.  49.  - 

41  &  42  Vict.  c.  74.    - 

42  &  43  Vict  c.  30.  - 
45  &  46  Vict.  c.  50.   - 

50  &  51  Vict.  c.  27.  - 

51  &  52  Vict.  c.  41.  - 


Subject-Matter. 


Metropolitiin  Fairs.     Regulation  and  Inquiry  as  to  Title. 

Abolition  of  Fairs. 

Local  Taxation  Returns,  Tolls. 

Pedlars. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  (ss.  72,  77).     (Extends  to 

Ireland.) 
Alteration  of  days  for  holding  Fairs    -  -  -  - 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  (s.  18). 

*'  Public  Health  Act,  1875,"  Provisions  as  to  MarkeU,  s.  166,  &c.    - 
•*  The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,"  Inspectors  of  Markets. 
**  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  1878,"  Qerks  of  Markets,  &c  (s.  86)  - 

**  Contagious  Diseases,  Animals,  Act "  (ss.  18,  99). 

Adulteration  Inspectors. 

Transfer  of  Market  Powers  to  Municipality  (j's.  136  and  213) 

Weighing  of  Cattle. 

Tracer  of  powers  under  Contagious  Diseases,  Animals,  Acts,  and 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  to  County  Ck>uocils  (ss.  3,  28,  112). 


Repeals. 


Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1883. 
Do. 


Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1883. 


Repealed  in  part  by  48  &  49  Vict, 
c.  38. 


2.  Scotland. 
[Statutes  specially  relating  to  Scotland  passed  since  the  Act  op  Union,  6  Anne  c.  11.]* 


Year,  Statute,  and 
Chapter. 


Subject-Matter. 


Repeals. 


-  I 


20  Geo.  2.  0.  43 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  58 

6  &  7  Vict.  c.  68.       - 

25  &  26  Vict.   c.  35. 
41  &  42  Vict,  c,  74.  - 


48  &  49  Vict.  c.  61.   - 


Saving  of  Heritable  Jurisdictions  in  Markets  and  Fairs  in  Scotland 

(ss.  20,  22). 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  in  Scotland  (s.  8). 
Plays  at  Fairs  (s.  23).     (Extends  to  the  United  Kingdom)  - 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  in  Scotland  (s.  6). 
Application  of  the  Contagious  Diseases,  Animals,  Act,  to  Scotland  (s. 

67). 
Traubfer  of  powers  under  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  1847,  to 

Secretary  for  Scotland  (s.  5). 


Repealed  by  Statute  Law  Revision 
Act,  1874,  No.  2. 


♦  The  Scottish  legislation  with  respect  to  fairs  and  markets  appears  to  have  commenced  with  Acts  in  1456  and  1493  as  to 
excessive  distress  and  freedom  of  sales.  A^arkets  held  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  or  in  churcliyar.Js,  are  dealt  with  by  Acts  of 
1503,  1579,  1581,  1592-3-4,  1640-1,  1656,  and  1661.  Marketing  on  Mondays  and  Saturdays  was  prohibited  by  Acts  of  1644, 
1663,  and  1695.  Trading  was  limited  to  regular  market  days  in  1567.  Forestalling  was  prohibited  by  an  earlier  Act  in  1535. 
Acts  passed  in  1662  empowered  the  burghs  of  Ayr  aud  Dumfries  to  raise  new  customs  for  the  purpose  of  providing  covered 
markets.    There  were  numerous  Acts  establishing  fairs  and  markets  in  particular  localities. 

8.   Ibbland. 
[Statutes  specially  relating  to  Irblahd  passed  since  the  Acr  of  Union,  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.   67.]* 


Year,  Statute,  aud 
Chapter. 


Subject-Matter. 


Repeals. 


46  Geo.  3.  c.  59. 

52  Geo.  3.  c.  134. 

53  Geo.  3.  c.  46. 

57  Geo.  3.  c.  108. 
7  &  8  Geo.  4.  c.  61. 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  88. 

10  Qeo.  4.  c.  41. 
A%6WaL4.c.27. 


6&7Will.4.c.38.  - 

8  &  4  Vict.  c.  108.  - 
7  &  8  Vict.  c.  47. 

14  &  15  Vict.  c.  92.  - 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  103.- 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  76.  - 

31  &  32  Vict.  c.  12.  - 

85  &  36  Vict.  0.69.  - 

85  &  36  Vict.  c.  94.  - 

87  &  88  Vict.  c.  69.  - 

89  &  40  Vict.  c.  78.  - 

41  &  42  Vict.  c.  52.  - 


41  8t  42  Vict.  c.  74. 


Packing  of  butter  .  -  .  -  . 

Butter  Trade. 

Butter  Trade  -  -  .  -  - 

Lists  of  Tolls  to  be  exhibited  in  Markets  and  Fairs. 

Butter  Trade. 

Butter  Trade  .--.-- 

The  like. 

Sale  of  Linen  and  Yarn  at  Fairs  and  Markets  in  Ireland  (continued 
by  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  zVct). 

Hoars  of  closing  booths  at  Fairs  for  intoxicating  liquors 

Municipal  powers  in  Ireland. 

Sale  of  Linen  and  Yam  at  Fairs  and  Markets  in  Ireland  (continued 

by  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Act). 
Adulteration  of  Cotn,  Food,  &c.    Settlement  of  disputes  by  Justices 

"  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Act,  1854  "  (s.  47-8). 
Fraudulent  sales  of  Butter,  &c.    -  -  * 

Alteration  of  fair  days  by  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  like  by  Municipalities  and  Owners  with  consent  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  Fairs  (s.  72).  [Extends  to  England 
also.] 

The  like  (s.  4). 

Abolition  of  Market  Juries  in  Ireland  (repealing  27  Geo.  III.  c.  46). 

Powers  of  Local  Authorities  in  Ireland  to  provide  or  purchase 
Markets  (ss.  103,  104),  and  Powers  of  Local  Government  Board 
(s.  276). 

Application  of  the  Contagious  Diseases,  Animals,  Act,  to  Ireland 
(«.  75). 


Repealed  52  Geo.  3.  c.  134. 

Repealed  Statute  Law  Revision 
Act,  1873. 


Repealed  Statute  Law  Revision 
Act,  1873. 

Repealed  in  part  by  3  &  4  Vict. 

c.  91.  and  Statute  Law  Revision 

Act,  1874. 
Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 

Revision  Act,  1874. 

Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act,  1874,  No.  2. 

Repealed  in  part  by  Statute  Law 
Revision  Act«  1875. 

Repealed  in  part,  41  &  42  Vict, 
c.  49. 


♦Of  the  Irish  Acts  passed,  prior  io  this  date,  in  relation  to  fairs  and  markets,  the  following  appear  to  be  to  some  extent  in  force, 
and  are  included  in  the  Revised  Edition  of  the  Irish  Statutes  published  under  auUiority  in  1885  : — 2  Anne,  c.  15  (Sale  of  Cattle), 
4  Anne,  c.  8  (Tolls  in  Market  Towns),  4  Anne,  c.  1 1  (Sale  of  Horses  in  Market  overt),  4  Anne,  c.  14  (Weighmasters  in  Market 
Towns),  2  Cteo.  I.  c.  16  (Butter  and  Tallow  Trade).  10  Geo.  I.  c.  10  (Sale  of  Cattle  and  Sheep  at  Smithfield,  in  Dublin,  &c.), 
13  Geo.  n.  c.  12  (WeigVinasters),  17  Geo.  II.  c.  5  (Slaughtering  in  Markets  forbidden),  23  Geo.  11.  c.  15  (further  as  to  Sale  of 
Cattle  and  Sheep),  25  GUm>.  II.  c.  15  (Sale  of  Com  and  Meal,  and  provision  of  Beam  and  Scales  in  Market  Towns),  27  Geo.  III. 
c.  41  rthe  like),  32  Geo.  III.  c.  29  (Abuses  as  to  Tolls  in  Market  Towns). 
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B. — Looix  Acts,  LocaIi  ahd  Pbbsohal  Acts,  and  Provisional  Order  Acts.    (Passed  since  the  Year  1800.) 

1.  England  and  Wales. 


Town  or  Dittriet. 


Subject-Matter. 


Tear,  Statute,  and  Chapter! 

. — > 


Aberdare 
Abergavennj 
Abenrstwith 
AccriDgtOD 
Ashton  a.  Lyne  • 


Avon  or  Aberavon 
Aylesbory 

•» 
Bangor  • 

Barnstaple 
>» 

Basingfltoke 

Bath 

Bedford - 
Bethesda  - 
Bilston   - 


Birkenhead 
Birmingham 


Birstal 
Blackburn 


Blackpool 
Bodmin  - 
BogQor 


Bolton  - 
Bradford 
Brecon 


Bridgend 
Bridgwater 


Brighton 


Bristol    - 


Brixham 
Bumham 

Burnley 

>» 
Burslem    - 
Bury 

»» 
Cambridge 
Canterbury 


Cardiff 

Cardigan 

Carlisle 
Carmarthen 

»i 
Cheltenham 

»» 
Chester 

»> 
Chesterfield 

>» 
Chichester 
Chorley 

A     55729. 


Glamorgan 
Monmouth 
Cardigan 
Lancashire 


Glamorgan 
Bucks      - 

»» 
Camanron 

Devon  • 
>» 

Hants   - 
Somerset 


Carnarvon 
Stafford    - 


Cheshire 

»» 
Warwick 


York     - 
Lancashire 


Cornwall 
Sussex 


Lancashire 
»»  " 

York     - 

Brecknock 


Glamorgan 
Somerset 

Sussex  - 


Devon  - 
Somerset 

Lancasliire 

Stafford 
Lancashire 

Cambridge 
Kent 


Glamorgan 

Cardigan 

Cumberland 
Carmarthen 

it 
Gloucester 

»> 
Chester    - 

»» 
Derby 

»» 

Sussex- 

»♦ 
Lancashire 


Bdarket  and  Market-house  .... 

New  Market    -  -  -  -  - 

Improvement  Commissioners  to  establish  Market  •> 

Provisional  Order  -  -  .  - 

Regulating  Market  and  erecting  Market-place     - 
Empowering  Mayor,  &c.  to  extend  and  erect  Market- 
places and  regulate  Markets 
Extending  same  Powers  .... 

Establishing  Markets  and  Fairs     .  -  . 

Incorporating  Company  for  holding  Markets  and  Fairs 
Amended  .-...- 

Incorporating  Company  for  constructing  Market-house, 

&c.,  and  regulating  Market 
Faying  and  regulating  Market  .... 
Establishing    new    Market,    and    regulating    existing 

Markets  and  Fairs 
Enlarging  Market-place,  &c.,  and  establishing  new  Cattle 

Market 
Regulating  Market         -  -  .  -  ,  - 

Erecting  new  Market  places  -  .  - 

Providing  Market  -  ... 

Establishing  and  regulating  Market,  and  erecting  Town 

Hall  and  Market-place 
Empowering  Improvement  Commissioners  to  purchase 

and  regulate  the  existing  Market 
Establishmg  Market       ... 
Amended         ..... 
Regulating  Market        .  .  -  .  - 

New  regulations  - 

Enabling  Town  Council  to  establish  Market  and  Fair  - 
Local  l^ard  to  provide  Market,  &c.  ... 
Regulating  Markets        .  .  -  - 

New  regulations  .  .  -  .  . 

Erecting  Hall  and  improving  Market 
Other  provisions  for  same  -  -  .  - 

Corporation  to  provide  Cattle  Market 
Empowering  Local  Board  of  Health  to  purchase  Market 
Market  ..... 

Meat  Market    -  -  -  -  - 

Amended  -  .  .  .  - 

Re-amended    -  - 

Alterations  by  Provisional  Order  ... 

Market  -  -  .  -  . 

Repealed  and  other  provisions  made  ... 
Mayor,  &c.  to  acquire  and  regulate  Markets  and  Fairs, 

and  take  tolls 
Providing  Market-places  and  regulating  Market 
Incorporating  **  Brecon  Market  Company  **  and  vesting 

in  them  Markets  and  Fairs  with  authority  to  regulate 
Removing  and  regulating  Market       -  -  - 

Regulating  Market  -  -     •  - 


Removing  Market  in  Thomas  Street,  and  enlarging  the 

Wool  HaU  there 
Regulating  Market         ..... 
Improving  Market  .  .  .  - 

Incorporating   "  The   Highbridge   Market    Company " 

for  providing  Markets,  &c.  in  several  Parishes 
Incorporating  "  Burnley  Market  Company  "  -        - 

Powers  as  to  Markets  transferred  to  Corporation 
Regulating  Markets  ... 

Markets  vested  in  Improvement  Commissioners 
Regulating  Markets  •  -  -  - 

„  Cattle  Market  .... 

Erecting  Market  House  for  Corn,  Hops,  &c. 
Altered  by  Provisional  Order        ... 
Removing  Market  Places  .  .  -  - 

Powers  transferred  to  Corporation 
Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  provide  Markj^t  House  and 

establish  Markets  and  Fairs 
Improvement        -  -  .  .  - 

Removing  Market  Places  -  -  - 

Empowering  Mayor,  &c.  to  provide  new  Cattle  Market 
Erectinjf  new  Market  ... 

Other  Provisions  ...  .  . 

Establishing  new  Market  Places  .  .  - 

Regulating  Market  ..... 

Constructing  Market  House,  &c. 
Vesting  Chesterfield   Market  Company's   property    in 

Corporation 
Cattle  and  Meat  Market  .  .  .  , 

Removal  of  Cattle  Market  -  .  -  . 

Improvement  Commissioner'^   empowered  to  purchase 

Markets  and  Fairs 


15  &  16  Vict.  c.  28. 
a  &  8  Vict  c.  64. 
S5  &  36  Vict  c.  30. 

29  &  30  Vict  c.  106.  (public). 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  42. 

12  &  18  Vict.  c.  86.  8.  28,  &c. 

40&41  Victc.  171. 
11  &  12  Vict  c.  138. 
26  &  27  Vict  c.  28. 

30  &  81  Vict  c.  61. 
18  &  19  Vict  c.  81. 

51  Geo.  8.  c.  154. 

15  &  16  Vict  c.  20. 

10  Geo.  4.  c.  42. 

14  &  15  Vict.  c.  104. 
(repealing  6  Greo.  8.  c.  70.) 

43  Geo.  3.  c.  128.  s.  18,  &c. 
17  &  18  Victc.  111.  s.  60. 

5  Geo.  4.  c.  51. 

13  &  14  Vict  c.  96. 

3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  68. 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  33. 

52  Geo.  3.  c.  113. 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  54. 

24  &  25  Vict.  c.  206.  s.  61,  &c. 
35  &  36  Vict.  c.  78. 

43  Geo.  3.  c.  126. 

46  5  Vict  c.  112. 

10  &  11  Victc.  255. 
17  &  18  Vict  c.  183. 
88  &  34  Vict.  c.  160. 

16&  17  Vict  c.  29.  8.  57.,  &c. 
55  Geo.  3.  c.  85. 
3  Geo.  4.  c.  57. 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  185. 

5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  101. 
34  &  35  Vict.  c.  187. 
13  &  14  Vict.  c.  40. 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  159.  s,  10,  &c. 
29  &  30  Vict.  c.  222. 

1  &  2  Vict  c.  12. 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  186. 

6  &  7  Will.  4.  c.  8. 

7  Geo.  4.  c.  7. 
20&21  Vict  c.  30. 
13  Geo.  3.  c.  84. 

50  Geo.  8.  c.  38. 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  179. 
9  Geo.  4.  c.  41. 

7  Wilt  4  and  1  Vict.  c.  85. 

7  Will.  4  and  1  Vict  c.  76. 
23  &  24  Vict  c.  189. 

28  &  29  Vict.  c.  230. 

34  &35  Victc.  154. 
6  Geo.  4.  c.  131. 

2  &  3  Vict.  c.  8. 

35  &  36  Vict.  c.  146. 
13  &  14  Vict.  c.  37. 
41  Geo.  8.  c.  7. 

5  Geo.  4.  c.  134. 

29  &  30  Vict  c.  24.  (public). 

5  &  6  Will  4.  c.  51. 
38  &  39  Vict  c.  187. 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  38. 

36&37  Victc.  178. 

6  &  7  Vict  c.  12. 

16  &  17  Vict.  c.  9. 

66  Geo.8.  c.  117.8   86. 
1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  121. 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  15. 
15&16  Vict  c.  60. 
17&18  V;ct  c.  114. 

36  &  37  Vict.  c.  17. 

47  Geo.  8.  sess.  2,  c.  84. 

31  &  32  Vict.  c.  67. 

15  &  16  Victc.  181.8.  74. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSIOX  OX   MARKET  BrOHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Town  or  District. 

County. 

Subject-Matter. 

t'ear,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 

ChOrley 

Lancashire 

Further  powers             -              -            .            . 

34  &  35  Vict  c.  66. 

Clev 
Cliftorr,DartiiMmtii 

Norfolk    - 

Allotment  for  Fairs            -            -            .            - 

. 

1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  105.  s.  26. 

Devon 

Market  House            -            -            -             . 

. 

55  Geo.  3.  c.  28. 

)) 

»»         "          " 

Provisional  Order  to  repeal       -            -            - 

- 

23  &  24  Vict.  c.  118  (pubUc). 

Congleton 

Cheshire 

Enabling  Corporation  to  improve  and  regulate  Markets 

29  &  80  Vict,  c  52. 

Coventry 

Warwick 

Empowering  Mayor,  &c.  to  erect  a  Market  House 

•  - 

26  &  27  Vict.  c.  92. 

Coweg,  West      - 

Isle  of  Wight   - 

Market                .... 

. 

56  Geo.  8.  c.  25. 

Croydon     - 

Surrey 

Butter  Market  House 

. 

46  Geo.  3.  c.  180. 

»            *        " 

»»          "          ' 

Provisional  Order  thereon 

- 

32  &  33  Vict  c.  124. 

Darlington 

Durham      -      - 

Market               -                .               .            . 

. 

17  &  18  Vict  c.  181. 

»*                " 

»»        "         " 

Enabling  Local  Board  to  enlarge,  &c. 

_ 

24&25  Victc.  77. 

Dartmouth  (see  CI 

fton). 

Daventry 

Northampton    - 

Regulating  Market,  &c. 

Enkrging  Market  and  reguUting  Tolls 

• 

46  Geo.  3.  c.  118. 

Devoni)Ort 

Devon    - 

- 

5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  15. 

Dover 

Kent 

Fish  Market,  &c.            -            -            - 

- 

7  Geo.  4.  c.  5. 

Dowlais        -      - 

Glamorgan 

Market                -                -               .                . 

. 

7  WiU.  4.  and  1  Vict  c.  128. 

Durham 

Durham 

Incorporating  "  Durham  Markets  Company  "  to  establish 
new  Markets,  &c.,  abolishing  Com  Tolls  and  regulating? 

14  &  15  Vict.  c.  6. 

Markets  and  Fairs. 

• 

Exeter 

Devon  - 

Removing  Market  Places          .           .           - 

. 

1  Geo.  4.  c.  78. 

ft         ~         ' 

>»       " 

it                          it                          "■                    - 

- 

4  &  5  Will.  4.  c.  8. 

»>         "          " 

»»      "             " 

>»                          »»*"-- 

. 

3  &  4  Vict  c.  22. 

»♦ 

>»         -          • 

Extending  Provisions            -               -            - 

. 

40  &  41  Vict  c.  41. 

Bxmouth 

it                  "           " 

. 

1  &  2  Vict.  c.  5. 

19 

>»            " 

>»»>"-"- 

. 

4  &  5  Vict  c.  46. 

». 

»                  *           * 

»           »        -            - 

- 

80  k  81  Vict  c.  19. 

Famworth 

Lancashire 

Local  Board  to  provide  Market  Houses 

. 

30  &  81  Vict  c.  73. 

Fishguard 

Pembroke 

Market        -            -                . 

- 

4  &  5  Will.  4.  c.  66. 

Fleetwood 

Lancashire 

„        -           -           - 

- 

5  &  6  Vict  c.  49. 

Folkestone 

Kent     - 

Enabling  Corporation  to  erect  Market,  &c. 

_ 

18  &  19  Vict  c.  147. 

Frome 

Somerset 

Removing  part  of  Market  Place 

. 

50  Geo.  8.  c.  62. 

»»        " 

>» 

Incorporating  Company  to  hold  Markets  and  Fairs 

- 

37  &  88  Vict  c.  12. 

Glossop        -      - 

Derby        -      - 

Market            .            -             -            -              . 

. 

7  8  Vict.  c.  8. 

Gloucester 

Gloucester 

Market  PUces               -             -            .            . 

- 

1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  22. 

»t 

»» 

Empowering  Mayor,  &c.  to  improve  Market 

. 

37  &  38  Victc.  111. 

Gosport 

Hants 

New  Market  Place            -            -            .           . 

- 

51  Geo.  3.  c.  172. 

>»         "          " 

J,        - 

an'                 "                - 

. 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  14. 

Great  Grimsby   - 

Lincoln 

Enlarging  Market  Place             ... 

. 

16  &  17  Victc.  30. 

Great  Torrington 

Devon 

Market  House            -            .            -            - 

. 

5  &  6  Vict  c.  22. 

Greenwich 

Kent 

Enabling    Commissioners    of  Greenwich   Hospital 
regulate  Market 

to 

12  &  13  Vict.  c.  28  (public). 

HaUsham      -     - 

Sussex     - 

Cattle  Market             .... 

_ 

84  &  35  Vict.  c.  60. 

Halifax        -      - 

York         .       - 

New  Market  Place            .... 

_ 

50  Geo.  8.  c.  30. 

»>        " 

f>        • 

Vesting  Market  in  Corporation,  &c. 

. 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  167.  s.  69. 

Hanley 

Stafford 

Regulating  Market                        ... 

. 

53  Geo.  3.  c.  115. 

w             *"                   " 

>»         *        " 

Provisional  Order  thereon            -            -            - 

- 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  25  (public). 

Hastings    - 

Sussex 

Regulating  Market        .... 

. 

2  &  8  WiU.  4.  c.  91. 

Haverfordwest    - 

Pembroke 

Market  Tolls  and  Dues               ^            -            . 

. 

31  &  82  Vict.  c.  34. 

Hereford 

Hereford 

Enablhig  Corporation  to  establish  Market  Places 

. 

56  Geo.  3.  c.  23. 

»»       " 

» 

Amending  same,  and  limiting  the  Nine  Days  Fair 
Empowenng    Corporation    to    reguhtte    Markets 

Fairs 
(See  under  Bumham)            •                •            - 

« 

1  &  2  Vict.  c.  69. 

»>        " 

» 

and 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  81.  s.  30. 

Highbridge 

Somerset 

. 

28  &  24  Vict.  c.  189. 

»»       - 

... 

Amended         -               .               .               - 

. 

28  &  29  Vict.  c.  802. 

Holme  Cultram  - 

Cumberland 

Land  set  oat  for  Fair     .... 

- 

46  Geo.  3.  c.  112.  s.  20. 

Imworth           or 

Surrey  - 

Market  House                 ... 

. 

48  Geo.  8.  c.  184. 

Imbercourt. 

Kidsgrove 

Stafford 

Market  and  Fair            .... 

. 

20  Sc  21  Victc.  26. 

Kimberworth 

York 

Purchase  of  Market  and  Fair.    (See  Botherham) 

. 

26  &  27  Vict.  c.  117. 

»» 

M               * 

Amended                -               -               -           - 

. 

38  &  89  Vict  c  70. 

King's  Lynn 

Norfolk 

Removing  Saturday  and  Beast  Market,  and  improving  -  | 

43  Geo.  3.  c.  37. 

j»     *            * 

» 

Amended            .... 

. 

46  Geo.  3.  c.  21. 

i»         "        " 

*9 

Regulating  Markets  and  Fairs 

. 

22  Vict.  c.  82. 

Kingston-upon- 
Hull. 
it 

York    - 

Improving  Market  Place            .           -           - 

- 

4lGeo.  3.  c.  65. 

i> 

Preventing  Fraudulent  Sales 

„ 

50  Geo.  3.  c.  41. 

Kingston-upon 

Surrey  - 

Enabling  Corporation  to  remove  Fair,  and  to  regulate  | 

18  &  19  Vict.  0.  45.  8.  82. 

Thames. 

Markets  and  Fairs 

» 

>»    " 

Market  House    -           ,           .           -           - 

- 

48  Geo.  3.  c.  184. 

Landport        and 

Hants   - 

Enabling    Improvement    Commissioners    to    provide 

20  &  21  Vict.  c.  87.  8.  64. 

Portsea. 

Markets  and  take  Tolls 

Launceston 

Cornwall 

Market  House - 

« 

3  &  4  Vict  c.  75. 

Leamington  Priors 

Warwick 

Market 

. 

6  &  7  Vict  c  69. 

Leek  - 

Stafford 

Purchasing  Market  Tolls,  &c.        - 

. 

18  fc  19  Vict  c.  182. 

Leicester 

Leicester 

Enabling  Town  Council  to  improve  Saturday  Market  I 

9  &  10  Vict  c.  29. 

Place,  and  provide  Cattle  Market  and  Fair  Place. 

>»         "        ■ 

»     " 

Removing  Cattle  Market            ... 

. 

29  &  30  Vict.  c.  26. 

»» 

it    ' 

Vegetable  Market           -               .               - 

. 

31  &  82  Vict  C.  24. 

Leominster 

Hereford 

Establishing  and  regulating  Markets  and  Fairs  - 

- 

16  &  17  Vict.  c.  77. 

Lincoln  - 

Lincoln 

Removing  "  St.  Hugh's  Fair  " 

• 

43  Geo.  8.  0.  120.  8.  22. 

Liverpool   - 

Lancashire 

Abolishing  Tolls  and   Stallages  and  granting  others,  { 

59  Geo.  8.  c.  9. 

and  reguhtting  Markets  and  Fairs 

Llandaff  - 

Glamorgan 

Constructing    "The    Lkndaff    and    Canton    District  | 

21  &  22  Vict  c.  105. 

Markets." 

Llandadno 

Carnarvon 

Market            .... 

• 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  102. 
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Kame. 


Sabjeot-Matter. 


Tear,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 


LONDOH  AND  MbXROPOUTAN  DISTRICT  MaBKETS  : 


Bel^ve  Market  - 
BiUingsgate 


Borough    Market, 
SooSiwark. 

Bread  Trade 


Coal  Exchange 


Columbia  Market 


Com  Exchange    - 

Cogent        Garden 
Market. 

Cumberland  Market 


Farringdon  Market 
Fleet  Market 

99 

Haymarket 
Hongerford  Market 


Islington  - 


Purchase  of  Lands,  &c.  {see  St.  Luke's,  Chelsea)     .  .  . 

Regulation  of  Sale  of  Fish  by  wholesale  ... 

Establishing  Free  Market      ------ 

Amending  Regulations        -  -  .  .  . 

Discontinuing  Tolls    ------- 

Repeal  of  10  Will.  4.  c.  13.,  as  to  Free  Market  at  Billingsgate 
Extension  of  Market  -  -  -  -  . 

Amending    earlier  Acts  as  to  Powers  of  the  Churchwardens  of 

St.  Saviour's,  Southwjirk,  to  hold  Markets 
Enlarging  powers  -  -  -  -  - 

Regulating  Assize  and  Sale  of  Bread  -  -  .  . 

Amended  ------ 

Further  regulations  ------- 

Do*  ....  - 

Do.  -  -  -  -  - 

Do.  -  -  -  -  . 

Regulating  Measurement,  &c.  -  -  -  -  - 

Establishing  a  Free  Market  -  .  .  - 

Amended  .  -  -  -  . 

Other  provisions    ------ 

Preventing  Fraudulent  Measurement  -  •  .  . 

The  like  - 

Coal  Meters  of  Westminster  -  -  -  - 

Regulating  sale  of  Coal  in  London  and  the  surrounding  Counties    - 

Continued     -        - 

Rebuilding  City  of  London  Coal  Market  -  -  - 

Establishment  of      -  -  -  -  - 

Confirming  gift  of  Market  to  the  City  of  London  by  the  Baroness 

Burdett  Coutts. 
Re-transfer  of  Market  to  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts 
Providing  a  new  Exchange  at  Mark  Lane     -  -  -  - 

Incorporation  of  Proprietors,  and  further  powers    -  - 

Regulating  - 

The  like  .  -  -  ,  . 

Removing  Market  from  the  Haymarket,  and  establishing  a  Market 

in  York  Square,  Clarence  Qardens,  and  Cumberland  Market,  in 

the  parish  of  St.  Pancras. 

Existing  Market  abolished.    Central  Fruit  and  Flower  Market  erected 
Powers  to  convert  Central  Fruit  Market  into  an  Inland  Fish  Market, 

&c. 
Removing  -  -  -  .  - 

Further  provisions     -  -  -  -  - 

Removing  -  -  -  -  - 

Incorporating  '*  The  Hungerford  Market  Qompany  "  for  re-establish- 
ing Market  for  Fish,  Poultry,  &c. 

Amended,  and  powers  enlarged  -  -  .  . 

Dissolution  of  the  Company,  and  transfer  of  property  to  Charing 
Cross  Railvray  Company 

Cattle  Market  established     ---... 

„  abolished  •  -  -  . 

Regulation  of  Cattle  Traffic  -  -  -  -  . 


King's  Place,  Kewington,  Surrey. 
Lambeth  - 
Leadenhall  Market 


See  Sheep  Skin  Markets. 

Markets  {**  Lambeth  Market  Company  ")  * 

Markets  in  St.  Mary's  parish  (*<  Kennmgton  ^arket  Company  ")     - 

Extension  and  regulation    -  ■  -  - 


Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  Act,  1851 
Amending  Act    - 


Newgate  Market 
Newport  Market 


Portman  Market  • 


Riverside,  Shadwell 


St  Luke's,  Chelsea 
Sheep  Skin  Markets 


Smithfield 


The  like 

Leasing  Powers  -  -  -  -  -         - 

Abolishing  Market  and  removing  shambles,  &c. 
Erecting  Market  on  the  site  of  the  old  Market  in  the  parish  of 
St.  .^ne's,  Soho,  and  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields 

Established  in  parish  of  St.  Mary-le-bone  .  .  . 

Powers  enlarged  ------- 

Fish  Market  ------ 


Erection  of  Belgrave  Market  -  -  -  . 

At  Wood's  Close,  Sonthwark;  Whitechapel  Market;  and  King's 

Place,  Newington,  regulated 
Amended  -  ^  -  -  -  -  - 

Amended,  with  regulations  extending  over  the  Metropolis  and  15 

miles  round 
Repeal  and  new  provisions  -  -  -  . 

Further  powers.     Inspection,  &c.  -  -  .  - 

Further  provisions  "  '  ." 

Providing  a  Metropolitan  Market  in  lieu  of  Smithfield  Market 
EsUblishiug  a  Meat,  Poultry,  and  Provision  Market  at  Smithfield   - 


36  &  37  Vict.  c.  169. 
42  Geo.  3.  c.  88. 
10  Will.  4.  c.  13. 

9  &  10  Vict  c.  346. 

22  &  23  Vict.  c.  29  (public). 
31  &  32  Viet.  c.  45. 

34  &  35  Vict  c.  55. 
4  Geo.  4.  c.  34. 

10  Geo.  4.  c.  119. 
45  Geo.  3.  c.  23. 
48  Geo.  3.  c.  70. 

55  Geo.  3.  99. 

59  Geo.  3.  c.  127. 

60  Geo.  3.  and  1  Geo.  4.  c.  1. 
1  Geo.  4.  c.  4. 

42  Geo.  3.  c.  89. 

43  Geo.  a.  c.  134. 

44  Geo.  3.  c.  82. 

47  Geo.  3.  sess.  2.  c.  68 

56  Geo.  3.  c.  21. 

57  Geo.  8.  c.  1. 
57  Geo.  3.  c.  40. 

1  &  2  Will.  4.  e  .75. 
1  &  2  Vict  c.  lOi. 
9  &  10  Vict.  c.  22. 
29  &  30  Vict.  c.  2. 
36  &  37  Vict  C.133. 

38  &  39  Vict.  c.  3. 
7  Geo.  4.  c.  55. 

35  &  36  Vict  c.  36. 
53  Geo.  3.  c.  71. 


9  Geo.  4.  c. 
11  Geo.  4. 
(public). 


113. 

and  1  WiU.  4. 


c.  14. 


88  &  89  Vict.  c.  59. 
45  &  46  Vict  c.  104. 

5  Geo.  4.  c.  151. 

U  Geo.  4.  and  1  WiU.  4.  c.  64. 

11  Geo.  4.  and  1  Will.  4.  c.  14. 

(public). 
11  Geo.  4.  and  1  Will.  4.  c.  70. 

6  &  7  WilL  4.  c  68. 
23  &  24  Vict  c.  147. 


5&6  Will.  4.  c.  111. 
17  &  18  Vict  c.  63. 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  21. 


81  &  32  Vict  168. 
31  &  32  Vict  c.  44. 

84  &  35  Vict.  c.  54. 

14  &  15  Vict  c.  61. 
20  &  21  Vict.  c.  135. 
28  &  29  Vict  c.  208. 
88  8i  39  Vict.  c.  46. 

24  &  25  Vict.  c.  52. 

85  &  36  Vict  c.  82. 


11  Geo.  4&1  Will.  4.  c.  71. 
2  &3  Will.  4.  c.  113. 

45  &  46  Vict.  c.  146. 


32  &  33  Vict  c.  157. 

39  &  40  (^o.  3.  c.  66.  (public). 

41  Geo.  3.  c.  53  (public). 
43  Geo.  8.  c.  106. 

48  Geo.  3.  c.  71. 

54  Geo.  8.  c.  115. 

5  Geo.  4.  c.  57  (public). 

14  &  15  Vict.  c.  61  (public). 

23  &  24  Vict.  c.  198. 

HA2         , 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MABKET   BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Name. 


Sulject-Matter. 


Tear,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 


London  jlvd  Mbtkopolitan 
Smithfiel^ 

South  London  Market 


South  London: 
Elephant  &  Castle 

Southwark 

,",        Wood's  Close     - 

Westminster  Fish  Market 


Whitechapel 

Loughton   (Lane 

End). 
Loughborough    - 
Louth 


Lowestoft 


Ludlow 
Lytham  - 

Salop 
Lane.    - 

MaccleMeld 

Chester 

Maidstone  - 
Malvern  - 

Kent 
Worcester 

Manchester 

Lane.    - 

Market  Drayton  - 
Melcombe  Regis  - 
Melton  Mowbray 
Merthyr  Tydvil  - 
Middlesborough  - 


Stafford 

Leicester 
Liucoln 


Suffolk 


Monmouth 


Neath 

Newark 

Newport 

Newport 


Newton  Abbot 

Northampton 

Norwich 


Nottingham 

Oswestry    - 

Pembroke  Dock  - 

Penrith  - 

Peterborough 
Pljrmouih  - 
Pontypridd 
Portsea  - 

Portsdown  Fidr  - 

Portsmouth 

Preston 


Beach     - 
Reading 

9* 

Rhyl  - 


Salop    - 
Dorset  - 
Leicester 
Glamorgan 
York 


Monmouth 


-     Glamorgan 
Notts    - 
Monmouth 


District  Mabkbts— cow^wmwcZ. 

Further  provisions  for  improving  Market 

Amended  -  -  -  -         - 

Erecting  a  Market  in  the  parish  of  St.  George  the  Martyr, 

Southwark 
Amended        -  -  .  .  -  . 

FurtHIr  pro\ision8  -  -  -  - 

The  like       "  *  :  -  '  * 

Erecting  a  Market  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Newington 

See  Borough  Markets. 

Prohibition  of  Markets  in  High  Street,  Southwark 

See  Sheep  Skin  markets. 

Act  amending  29  Geo.  2.  c.  39.  as  to  Sale  of  Eels,  &c. 
Repeal  of  Geo.  3.  c.  54. 

See  Sheep  Skin  Markets. 

Improvement  of  Market  -  -  -        - 

Local  Board  to  regulate  Market  and  Fair 

Market  and  Fair     -  -  - 

Vesting  Market  and  Fair  in  Mayor,  &c.,  and  settling 

disputes 
Regulating  Market  -  -  -  - 

Further  powers  -  -  .  - 

Cattle  Market        ... 
Market  -  -  .  . 


Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  enlarge  and  regulate  Market 

aud  Fairs 
New  Market  Places,  &c.  .  .  . 

Malvern    Improvement    Commissioners     to     establish 

Market  House,  &c. 
Providing  Market  Places  and  regulating  Market  and 

Fair 
Amending       ----- 

»»  -  -  -  -  - 

Enabling  Sale  of  Shambles  -  -  -        - 

Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  enlarge  Market 

Cattle  Market  -  -  .  -        . 

Market    -  -  -  -  -  -, 

Cattle  Market  -  -  - 

Providing  Market  Place,  &c.  -  -  - 

Market      ------- 

Enabling  Local  Board  of  Health  to  enlarge 

>»  «»  -        -  - 

Extension  of  Time      - 
Extending  corporation  powers 
Removing  Market  -  -  -  - 


Salop    - 


Devon 

Northampton 

Norfolk 


Nottingham 

Salop 

Pembroke 

Cumberland 

Northampton 
Devon  - 
Glamorgan 
Hants  - 

»» 

»> 

Lane. 


Cambridge 
Berks    - 

»» 
Flint     - 


25  &  26  Vict.  c.  174. 
27  &  28  Vict.  c.  15. 
4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  45. 

7  Will.  4,  and  1  Vict.  c.  114. 
27  &  28  Vict.  c.  141. 
29  &  80  Vict.  c.  269. 

45  &  46  Vict.  c.  144. 


28  Geo.  2.  c.  9.  and  c.  28.  (public). 


42  Geo.  3.  o.  19.  (public). 
31  &  32  Vict.  46. 


12  &  13  Vict  c.  6. 

31  &32  Victc.  16. 
12  &  13  Vict  c.  78. 
12  &  13  Vict.  5.  (private). 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  18. 
40  &  41  Vict  c.  147. 
16  &  17  Vict  c.  24. 
10&  11  Vict  c.  261. 


12  &  13  Vict.  c.  26.  s.  87. 

6  Geo.4.  c.  109. 
21&22  Victc.  31.  8.  18. 

9  &  10  Vict  c.  219. 

10  &  11  Vict  c.  14. 
16&  17  Vict  c.  91. 

23  &  24  Vict  c.  48.  s.  16. 
28  &  29  Vict  c.  90. 

28  &  29  Vict  c.  95. 
50  Geo.  3.  c.  187. 
32  &  33  Vict.  c.  27. 
5  &  6  WiU.  4.  c  77. 
4  &  5  Vict  c.  68. 
19  &  20  Vict.  c.  77. 
21  &  22  Vict  c.  140. 

29  &  30  Vict  c.  148. 
40  &  41  Vict  c.  30. 
4  &  5  Will.  4.  c.  49. 


Butchers*  Market  -  - 

Enabling  Corporation  to  purchase  of  Duke  of  Beaufort 

the  \&rket  and  Market  House 
Incorporating    tlie  "  Newport   Market   Company "  to 

provide  Market  House,  6cc.,  and  regulate  Markets 

and  Fairs 
Markets  -  -  -  -  - 

Enabling  Corporation  to  establish  Markets  and  Fairs    - 
Authorising  Corporation   to    enlarge,    establish,    and 

regulate  Markets  and  Fairs 
Amending       -  -  -  -  - 

Defining  and  extending  powers  of  Corporation  as  to 

Markets  and  Fairs 

Removing  and  regulating  Markets  and  Fairs     « 


Authorising  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  to  establish  and 

regulate  Markets 
Waste  lands  vested  in  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  trust  for 

holding  Fairs  and  Markets  thereon 
Cattie  Market-  -  -  -  - 

Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  regulate  Markets     - 
Incorporating  Company  to  hold  Markets  and  Fairs,  &c. 
Empowering  Commissioners  to  provide  Markets  and 

take  Tolls 
Discontinued  -  -  .  -  - 

Free  Meat  Fair  discontinued        -  -  -        - 

Corporation  to  regulate  Fairs  and  Markets,  erect  Halls, 

&c. 

Market  -  -  -  -  - 

Incorporating  **  Reading  Cattle  Market  Company," 

Establishing  0)rn  Exchange  and  regulating  Market  - 

Market       -  -  -  -  -  - 


5  &  6  WiU.  4.  c.  68. 
14  &  15  Vict  c.  97. 
18  &  19  Vict  c.  41.  8.  9. 

21  &22  Victc.  21. 


31  &  32  Vict  c.  75. 
33  &  34  Vict.  c.  45. 
23  &  24  Vict  c.  34. 

25  &  26  Vict  c.  8. 
37  &  88  Vict.  c.  194. 


11  &  12  Vict  c.  33. 


59  Gteo.  3.  c.  125. 

43  Geo.  3.  c.  103.  s.  18. 

26  &  27  Vict  c.  22. 
80  &  31  Vict.  c.  128. 
40  &  41  Vict  c.  69. 
20  &  21  Vict  c.  37.  s.  64. 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  34.  (public). 
lO&ll  Vict  c.  257.  8.  52. 
24  &  25  Vict  c.  7. 


18  &  14  Vict  c.  37. 
13  &  14  Vict  c.  42. 
16  &  17  Vict  c.  39. 
15  &  16  Vict  c.  32. 
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Kochdale 

Ross 
Rotherham 


KuDoorn     - 
Uyde      . 
it 

St  Austell 
St.  Helen's 

Salisbury 
Scarborough 
Sheffield     - 


Shrewsbury- 

Sidmouth 

»» 
Southampton 
South  Molton 

Southport 
South  Shields      - 

Spalding 

Staines 

Stafford 

Stalybridge 

Stockton-on-Tees 

Stoke-upon-Trent 

>» 
Stourbridge 

»» 

Sunderland 


Swansea 


Taunton  - 


Tavistock  - 

*Devon  - 

Thrapston 
Tideswell    - 
Tiverton  - 

Northampton 
Derby  - 
Devon    - 

Todmorden 

»»            " 

Torquay 

>» 

Torrington,  Great 
Totnes 

Tunbridge  Wells 
Tunstall    - 

Kent     - 
Stafford    - 

»» 
Upton-on-Severn 

Worcester 

Ventnor    - 

Isle  of  Wight 

Wakefield 

York 

f»        "          " 

»» 

Wallasey  - 
WalsaU  - 

Cheshire 
Stafford 

Walton  -  on  -  the- 

Lancashire 

HUl. 

Warrington 
Wellington 

Salop    - 

Lane. 

» 
Hereford 
York     - 


Cheshire  - 
Isle  of  Wight 

Cornwall 

Lancashire 
>» 

ft 
Wilts 

» 
York 


Salop 

>»  -        - 

Devon  - 

>» 
Hants 
Devon  - 

Lancashire 
Northumberland 

Lincoln 
Middlesex 

Lancashire 

Durham 

Stafford 

Worcester 

>» 
Durham    - 


Glamorgan 


Somerset 


Additional  Market-place  .  .  • 

Corporation  powers  as  to  Market,  &c.  ... 

Maricet  ..... 

Improving  Market-place         -  -  -        - 

Enabling  Local  Board  of  Health  to  purchase  Market 

and  Fair.     (JSet  Eimberworth.) 
Regulations  .  -  -  .  . 

Reguliation  of  Market  -  .  -        - 

Market  ..... 

Regulation  of  Market  -    '         -  .        . 

Rebuilding  Market  House  and  improving  Market  and 
Fair 

Regulation  of  Market      .... 

Vesting  management  of  Market  in  Improvement  Com- 
missioners, &c. 

Enabling  them  to  provide  Market-places 

£nablin£^  "  Salisbury  Railway  and  Market  House  Com- 
pany ^*  to  make  a  Market  House 

Amended        -  -  .  .  - 

Providing  covered  Market  and  regulating  Market  and 
Fair  "  Scarborough  Public  Market  Company  " 

Amended  ...  .  . 

Removing  Corn,  Hay,  and  Cattle  Markets,  and  regula- 
ting Fair  and  Market 

Removing  Market  between  King  Street  and  Castle 
Street,  and  regulating  Market  and  Fair 

Amended  Powers  for  additional  Market        ... 

Cattle  Market  -  -  -  - 

Enabling  Corporation  to  make  additional  Market-places 

Maintaining  Idarket       .  .  .  .  . 

Amended         ..... 

Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  establish  new  Markets 

Buildine  new  Market  House  and  regulating  Market 
and  >air 

Regulating  Market,  &c.  .... 

Corporation  to  purchase  Market,  Fair,  Stallages,  &c. 
now  vested  in  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Durham 

Erecting  Market  House  .  -  .  . 

Market  -  -  .  -  .  . 

Removing  Market  from  back  of  Town  Hall   - 

Establishing  and  regulating  Market      ... 

Enabling  Mayor,  &c.  to  erect  Cattle  and  other  Markets 

Market  .  .  -  .  . 

Provisional  Order  .  .  -  .  - 

Regulating  Market  and  building  Market-place 

»»  ^             >»                 »  f»              *            " 

Removing  Market        -            .  -            . 

Amended                -                -  -                -         - 
Enabling  Corporation  to  maintain  and  regulate  Market 

Abolition  of  Fair            -            -  -            -            . 

Market             -              -            .  .            -            . 

Conferring  powers  on  Mayor,  &c  for  improving  and 
regulating  Market  and  Fair 

Enlarging  and  regulating  Market ... 
Amended  ..... 

Re-amended        -  -  .  -  .        . 

Enabling  Duke  of  Bedford  to  provide  Market  Houses 

and  regulating  Market  and  Fair. 
Incorporating  a  Company  to  establish  Market  and  Fair 
Allotting  ground  for  Fair  and  Market    -  .  . 

Removing  and  regulating  Market        ... 
Provisional  Order  -  .  -  .  . 

R^ulating  Market  ..... 

Improvement  .  .  - 

Further  powers  to  **  Torquay  Market  Company  '* 

Market  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Improving  Market  .  .  -  .         . 

Market  ----,.- 

Maintaining  Market  and  Market-place       -  -        - 

Improveiaeot  -  -  - 

P^nabling  **  Tunstall  Market  Company  *'  to  sell 

Providing  Market-place  and  regulating  Market  . 

Market       ------. 

Incorporating  '*  Wakefield  Borough  Market  Company  " 

to  establish  Market,  &c. 
Authority  to  purchase  lands  for  Market-place    - 
To  raise  further  moneys  -  -  .  . 

Paving  powers  and  establishment  of  Market 
Powers  for  paving  and  improving  Market 
Amended  ...... 

Transfer  to  Corporation  .... 

Market  .  .  .  .  . 

Enabling  Corporation  to  erect  a  covered  Market 
Enabling    Improvement    Commissioners    to    purchase 

Market,  Fair,  and  Market-place 
Incorporating  a  Company  for  holding  Market  and  Fair 


8  Geo.  4.  e.  58. 
85  &  86  Vict.  c.  149. 
28  &  29  Vict.  c.  108. 
41  Geo.  8.  c.  66. 

26  &  27  Vict  0.  117. 

88  &  39  Vict  c.  70. 
15  &  16  Vict  c  68. 
10  Geo.  4.  c.  89. 

17  &  18  Vict  c.  88.8.40. 

5  &  6  Vict  c.  14. 

8  &  9  Vict  c  176. 

14  &  15  Vict  c.  182. 

18  &  19  Vict  c  74. 

19  &  20  Vict.  c.  93. 

27  &  28  Vict  c.  21. 

15  &  16  Vict  c.  6. 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  19. 
7  &  8  Geo.  4.  c.  46. 

10  &  11  Vict  c.  45. 

35  &  86  Vict.  c.  59. 

11  &  12  Vict  c.  16. 

18  &  19  Vict  c.  178.  8.  71. 
2  &  3  Vict.  c.  81. 

9  &  10  Vict.  c.  48. 

28  &  29  Vict  c.  162. 

25  &  26  Vict  c.  27. 

9  &  10  Vict  c.  30. 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  83.  8.  31. 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  139. 
85  &  36  Vict  c.  22. 
16  &  17  Vict  c.  72. 
9  Geo.  4.  c.  26. 
39  &  40  Vict.  c.  1 18. 
8&9  Vict  c.  16. 
39  &  40  Vict.  c.  198. 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  19. 

29  &  30  Vict  c.  169. 
50  Geo.  8.  c.  27. 

7  Geo.  4.  0.  120. 

14  &  16  Vict  c.  67. 
30&81  Victc.  117. 
9  Geo.  4.  c.  64. 

26  &  27  Vict  c.  13. 


57  Geo.  3.  c.  65. 
3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  47. 
8  &  4  Vict.  c.  43. 
22  Vict  c.  88. 

33  56  34  Vict  c.  138. 
47  Greo.  8.  sess.  2.  c.  64. 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  189. 

34  &  35  Vict  c  59. 

12  &  13  Vict.  c.  56. 

15  &  16  Vict.  c.  188. 
18  &  19  Victc.  27. 
5  &  6  Vict.  c.  22. 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  184. 
5  &  6  Vict  c.  72. 
8  &  4  Vict.  c.  63. 
10  &  11  Vict  c.  252. 
10&  11  Vict.  c.  32. 

2  &  3  WiU.  4.  c.  40. 

7  &  8  Vict.  c.  105. 
10  &  11  Vict  c.  49. 

13  &  14  Vict  c.  8. 

16  &  17  Vict.  c.  51. 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  6. 

10  &  11  Vict  c.  161. 
13  &  14  Vict,  c  15. 
39  &40  Victc.  119. 
2  &  3  WiU.  4.  c.  8. 

17  &  18  Vict  c.  8. 

17  &  18  Vict  c  40.  8.  85. 

27  &  28  Vict.  c.  103. 
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ROTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  T0IX8  : 


Town  or  Diitriet. 

County. 

Subjeet-Matter. 

Year,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 

Wcllf 

Somerset 

Improving  Market  (see  also  19  Geo.  3.  c  81.  pubHc)   - 

4  &  5  Viet  c.  45. 

West  Bromwiob  - 

Stafford 

Regulating  Market     -           -           -           - 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  168. 

WertCowts       - 

Isle  of  Wight  - 

Market  and  paving  Powers        -           -            -           . 

50  Geo.  3.  c.  95. 

Werton  -  super  - 

Somerset  - 

Market 

5  &  6  Vict.  c.  20. 

Mare. 

f> 

»t     " 

Extended           ...... 

14  &  15  Vict.  c.  65. 

ft 

>»         "        " 

Varied  by  Provisional  Order            -            - 

24  &  25  Vict  c.  12  (publio). 

Westward  - 

Cumberland 

Land  allotted  for  Fair  near  Eossley      - 

51  Geo.  3.  c.  56.  s.  16. 

WeyhiU  - 

Hants   - 

,,            „          WeyhiU  Fair  in  the  manor  of  Ram- 
ridge. 
Market 

52  Geo.  8.  c.  181.  s.  21. 

Wejmoath 

Dorsot      - 

50  Geo.  8.  c.  187. 

f» 

>»       "           " 

Enabling  Corporation  to  provide  Maxket  Houses,  &c.  - 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  85. 

n 

»f           "        " 

Enlarging  powers           -            -            -            -            - 

22  Vict  c.  5. 

Whitby      - 

York     - 

Improving  Market-place        ... 

35  &  86  Vict  c.  52. 

Wigan    . 

Lancaster 

Enabling  Local  Boaj^  of  Health  to  acquire  the  **  Mon- 
day's Market "  and  the  "  Summer  Fair  " 

28  &  24  Vict.  c.  186.  s.  58. 

Winchester 

Hants   - 

New  Cattle  Market  and  Com  Exchange 

5  &  6  Will.  4.  c  50. 

Wisbech    -       . 

Isle  of  Ely 

Cattle  Market             -            .            -           - 

50  Geo.  8.  c.  106. 

Wolborongh 

Devon  - 

Enabling  Local  Board  to  acquire  Market  Bights  and 

Tolls 
Removing  and  regulating  Market           ... 

81  &  82  Vict  c.  75. 

WoWerhampton  - 

Stafford    - 

54  Geo.  8.  c.  106. 

»»           ■ 

»>       "            * 

Other  provisions        -            -            -            - 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  28. 

Woolwich 

Kent 

47  Geo.  8.  sess.  2,  c.  111. 

»»         "            • 

Amended        -           -            .           .           - 

48  Geo.  3.  c.  146. 

Worcester  - 

Worcester 

Removing  Cattle  Market           -            -            -            . 

7  WiU.  4.  &  1  Vict  c.  58. 

Worthing 

Sussex 

Market 

49  Geo.  3.  c.  114. 

i»        "         * 

»»       * 

Other  provisions             -            -            .            .            . 

1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  59. 

>»                  " 

»>           "        " 

Provisional  Order  enabling  Local  Board  to  sell,  &c. 
Regulating  Markets  and  Fairs        -                -                - 

26  &  27  Vict.  c.  64  (pubUc). 

Yeovil 

Somerset  - 

9  &  10  Vict.  c.  218. 

- 

»>        "*         " 

The  like               .                .                -                .            . 

17  &  18  Vict  c.  125. 

York 

Yorkshire 

Mayor  to  make  regulations  for  Market  and  Fair,  &c.    - 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  127.  s.  U7. 

»> 

99 

Improving  Market-places  and  regulating  and  amending 
Market 

8  &  4  WiU.  4.  c.  62. 

»            "       " 

»»                                  " 

Altering  Cattle  Market  tolls 

16  &  17  Vict  c.  56. 

»         -           - 

it                                 " 

Provisions  as  to  Butter  Market 

8  Geo.  1.  c.  27  (public). 

>f           "         ■ 

>» 

Measurage  Dues              .... 

48  Geo.  8.  c.  69. 

»>         "           ■ 

>f 

>»          »i        '                "                "                *            ~ 

59Geo.  8.  c.  112. 

»           "         - 

W 

>»»»'" 

1  &  2  Geo.  4.  c.  116. 

2.  SCOTLAKB. 


Town  or  District. 

County. 

Subject-Matter. 

Year,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 

Aberdeen 

Aberdeen 

New  Market    -               -               -               -               • 

2  &  8  Vict.  c.  64. 

Airdrie      -       - 

Lanark 

Empowering  Town  Council  to  erect  Markets 

12  &  13  Vict  c  89.  s.  76. 

Alloa       - 

Clackmannan    - 

Providing  Market-place            .            .            - 

43  Geo.  8.  c.  55. 

Ayr        . 

Ayrshire 

Empowering  Town  Council  to  extend  Markets 

86  &  37  Vict.  c.  200. 

Dalkeith    - 

Midlothian 

New  Market         -                   -                   -                   - 

44  Geo.  8.  c.  86. 

w            "               " 

9* 

Amended        -           .            .           - 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  86. 

Edinburgh 

i> 

Abolishing  Petty  and  Market  Customs,  and  granting 

other  Dues 
Amended        -               -                -4              .               - 

8  &  4  Vict  c.  17. 

»> 

•» 

7  &  8  Vict.  c.  7. 

tt               * 

»>               ■ 

Improving  Meal,  Com,  and  Grain  Market,  &c. 

lO&ll  Victc.  48. 

f)               " 

»                ■ 

Arran^ments  between  Lord  Provost,  &c.  and  North 

28  &  24  Vict.  c.  159   (Railway 

British  Railway  Company  concerning  the  Fruit  and 

Act). 

Vegetable  Market 
The  like          -               -               -               -               - 

* 

»f                " 

29  &  80  Vict,  c  266. 

>»                " 

» 

Further  regulations  as  to  Markets  and  alteration   of 
Rates  and  Customs 

37  &  38  Vict.  c.  85. 

Glasgow 

Lanark     - 

Establishing  additional  Market-places    - 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  107. 

f9                                  ** 

»»      * 

Regulation  of  Market  and  Slaughter-houses,  &c. 

46  Geo.  8.  c.  74. 

»         *        " 

»                              »» 

1  Geo.  4.  c.  88. 

, 

M         * 

>»                              >»                                 ■ 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  107. 

. 

»f               "             " 

ft                             i»                                  * 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  29. 

" 

>»         - 

»                              »» 

13  &  14  Victc.  101. 

. 

>»               "             ■ 

Consolidating  Glasgow  Market  enactments,  &c. 

28  &  29  Vict.  c.  68. 

. 

»»          " 

Further  money  powers  for  Markets,  &c. 

84  &  35  Vict.  c.  86. 

» 

» 

Extending  powers  of  Glasgow  Market  Commissioners  - 

40  &  41  Vict  c.  14. 

Kibnamock 

Ayr 

Paving  and  regulating  Market,  &c.    -                -            - 

50  Geo.  3.  c.  68. 

Lanark 

Lanark     - 

Regulating  Markets         .... 

17  &  18  Vict  c.  104. 

Paisley 

Renfrew 

Regulating  Markets  and  Police,  &c.  -                -            - 

46  Geo.  8.  c.  116. 

,»        ■         * 

Vesting  in   Trustees  for  the  creditors  of  the   Burgh, 

6  &  7  Vict.  c.  85.  s.  4. 

the  site  of  abandoned  Market  in  Gilmour  Street 
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Town  or  District. 

County. 

1 
Subject-Matter. 

Year,  Statute,  and  Chapter. 

Athlone  - 

Westmeath 

Ecgulations  of  Markets  and  Fairs,  Tolls,  and  Customs  - 

15  &  16  Vict  c.  64. 

Bel&st       . 

Antrim - 

Empowering  Corporation  to  purchase  Markets 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  142. 

>»         *          " 

»         '        ' 

Further  powers  ------ 

31  &  82  Vict.  c.  166. 

Cork       . 

Cork     - 

Establishing  Com  Markets 

3  Geo.  4.  c.  9, 

»j           ""         " 

»»            *       " 

Regulating  Cork  Butter  Trade    .            -            -          - 

40  Geo.  3.  c.  100. 

i>         " 

»>       " 

The  like      -                -            -                . 

53  Geo.  3.  c.  70. 

>»           -         • 

»»            "       " 

The  like         ----- 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  88. 

»         • 

»»       " 

"  Cork  Butter  Market  Act,  1886 "          -            -            - 

47  &48  Vict.  c.  119. 

Dublin       -        - 

Dublin      - 

Providing  Market-places,  Stallages,  and  Tolls    - 

12  &  13  Vict.  c.  97  (pubUc). 

»» 

n          " 

Regulating  Markets  in  the  manor  of  St.  Sepulchre  in 
and  near  Dublin 

19  Sc  20  Vict.  c.  57  (public). 

>»           "        - 

»>                -          - 

Providing  Markets  in  the  parishes   of  St.  Mary  and 
St.  Bridget,  and  incorporating  the  "  Dublin  General 
Markets  Company" 

24  &  25  Vict.  c.  288. 

>»        " 

>t          " 

Constructing  an  improved  Cattle  Market  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Thomas 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  156. 

»>            ■        • 

»               *           " 

Incorporating  a  Company  to  establish  a  Market  in  the 
South  side  of  the  City 

39  &  40  Vict  c.  282. 

»        " 

»          "                " 

Moore  Street  Markets             -            -            - 

45  &  46  Vict  c.  182. 

t»          "          * 

i»               "           " 

Do.                      -          -            .            -            . 

49  &  50  Vict  c.  26. 

»           ■        * 

f»          ' 

Provisional  Order  as  to  Fish  and  Vegetable  Market 

51  and  52  Vict.  c.  88. 

Dangairan 

Waterford 

Vesting  Markets  in  the  Town  Commissioners,  &c. 

26  &  27  Vict.  c.  45. 

Galway  - 

Galway    - 

Regulating  Markets            -               .               .           . 

16  &  17  Vict.  c.  200. 

Kilkenny  - 

Kilkenny 

Empowering  Mayor,  &c.  to  make  a  general  Market 

24  &  25  Vict  c.  49. 

lamerick  - 

Limerick 

Establishing  and  maintaining  Market    -            -            . 

15  &  16  Vict.  c.  104. 

i> 

»       " 

Extending  Powers  of  Limerick  Market  Trustees 

25  &  26  Vict  c.  23. 

>•         " 

>»           "        * 

Alteration  of  Tolls  and  further  powers 

85  &  36  Vict  c.  96. 

i» 

»       " 

Regulating  **  the  Great  Munster  Fair."  Establishing  Com- 
missioners with  power  to  buy  lands  for  a  Fair  Green 

15  &  16  Vict  c.  11. 

JbondoBderrj 

Londonderry     - 

Regulating  Fairs  and  Markets             -                -        *   - 

54  Geo.  3.  c.  280. 

Sligo 

Sligo     - 

Providing  Market-place    -                -              -               - 

43  Geo.  3.  c.  60. 

>»        " 

>»           -        - 

Further  powers 

32  &  38  Vict.  c.  147. 
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ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS. 


REFERENCE. 


A  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  as  to  the  extent  to  whioli  market  rights  are  in  the 
hands  of  (1)  local  authorities,  (2)  trading  companies,  and  (3)  private  persons  or  bodies 
of  persons  other  than  trading  companies ;  and  to  inquire  generally  how  and  under 
what  authority  such  rights  are  exercised,  what  are  tlie  revenues  in  respect  of  those 
rights,  distinguishing  the  receipts  from  tolls,  rents,  stallages*  and  other  dues  from 
other  sources  of  receipt ;  what  is  the  accommodation  given  in  return  for  the  charges 
levied;  in  what  ratio  market  tolls  and  dues  stand  to  the  value  of  the  marketable 
commodities  on  which  they  are  levied,  and  how  far  market  rights,  market  byelaws  and 
regulations,  market  tolls,  rents,  stallages,  and  dues,  and  tolls  affecting  market  towns 
are  restrictive  of  trade;  and  to  report  as  to  the  advisability  of  local  authorities 
acquiring  existing  market  rights,  and  the  arrangements  desirable  for  that  purpose, 
and  as  to  the  advisability  of  prohibiting  the  farming  by  local  authorities  of  market 
tolls,  rents,  stallages,  and  other  dues,  and  the  placing  of  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
goods  outside  the  market  that  may  be  lawfully  sold  in  the  market,  and  also  of  pro- 
viding that  the  toUs,  &c.  of  markets  held  by  local  authorities  shall  from  lime  to 
time  be  revised  with  the  view  to  their  being  regulated  by  the  necessary  expenditure 
in  connexion  with  the  markets,  and  that  such  markets  shall  be  free  and  open  when  the 
capital  charges  in  respect  of  them  have  been  paid  off  by  the  incomes  from  the  markete 
or  otherwise,  and  also  to  report  generally  as  to  the  alterations  which  may  be  desirable 
in  the  existing  law  relating  to  markets,  having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  those 
concerned. 
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REPORT. 


TO  THE  QUEEN^S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  Tour  Majesty, 

•  We,  the  undersigned  Commissioners,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  question  of 
•Market  Rights  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  desire  humbly  to 
present  to  Your  Majesty  the  following  Report  of  what  we  have  done  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  inquiry  entrusted  to  us. 

Immediately  on  the  issue  of  Your  Majesty's  Commission  we  prepared  a  series  of 
questions,  calculated  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of  our  inquiry,  and  to  elicit  the  fullest 
information  as  to  the  management  of  Markets,  their  cost,  and  the  profits  derived  from 
tolls,  stallages,  rents,  and  other  sources. 

These  questions,  which  will  be  f  oimd  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  were  arranged 
in  three  series,  and  confined  to  England  and  Wales. 

The  first,  or  Form  A,  was  sent  to  Local  Authorities  who  are  owners  of  Market  Rights. 

The  second,  or  Form  B,  was  sent  to  owners  of  Market  Rights  not  being  Local 
Authorities. 

The  third,  or  Form  C,  was  sent  to  Local  Authorities  not  being  owners  ,  of  Market 
Rights. 

The  object  in  sending  Form  C  was  a  desire  to  obtain  independent  opinions  as  to 
the  management  of  markets  owned  by  private  individuals. 

We  propose  to  issue  similar  circulars  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

A  further  series  of  questions  has  been  issued  to  Your  Majesty's  Representatives  in 
the  United  States,  Germany,  Belgium,  France,  and  Austria,  relative  to  Foreign  Markets. 

These  questions  are  also  to  be  foimd  in  the  Appendix. 

Five  Assistant  Commissioners  have  been  appointed  to  assist  us  in  our  work.  One 
is  engaged  in  examining  ancient  charters  and  records  connected  with  markets,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P.     His  Report  we  submit  herewith. 

Two  Assistant  Commissioners  are  holding  inquiries  as  to  the  management  of  markets 
in  England,  and  the  two  remaining  Assistant  Commissioners  are  engaged  in  similar 
duties  in  Ireland. 

The  evidence  taken  before  them  will  be  submitted  to  Your  Majesty  at  a  future  date. 

We  have  taken  oral  evidence  from  owners  of  Market  Rights  and  other  witnesses  in 
various  parts  of  England  in  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  our  inquiry,  and  it 
is  our  intention  to  continue  to  take  evidence  from  time  to  time  until,  in  our  opinion 
wo  have  obtained  complete  information  on  the  subject. 

The  notes  of  evidence  so  taken  before  us  up  to  the  present  time  are  appended  to 
this  Report. 

All  which  we  humbly  submit  for  Your  Majesty's  gracious  consideration. 

(Signed)        DERBY. 

BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH. 
HUGH  C.  E.  CHILDERS. 
JAS.  P.  CORRY. 
THOS.  MARTINEAU. 
CHARLES  J.  ELTON. 
FRANCIS  W.  MACLEAN. 
spenCjer  CHARRINGTON. 
JOHN  J.  HARWOOD. 
WILLIAM  C.  LITTLE 
J.  ALLANSON  PICTON. 
PIERCE  MAHONY. 
HENRY  A  P.  ROOKE,  Seoretcvry. 
9th  August  1888. 
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LIST   OF   WITNESSES. 


Name  of  Witness. 

Profession  or  Occapation. 

Nature  of  Evidenoe. 

Page. 

S.  B.  Provis,  C.B. 

Assistant      Secretary,      Local 

Laws  relating  to  Markets  in 

1 

Grovemment  Board,  England 

England. 

H.  A.  Robinson 

Inspector,  Local    GU>yemment 

Laws  relating  to   Markets  in 

11 

Board,  Dublin. 

Ireland. 

G.  Prior  Groldney 

City  Remembrancer 

Markets     belonging     to     the 
Corporation  or  London. 

19 

B.  Scott        ,         -          .        - 

City  Chamberlain   - 

Do.         - 

34 

R.  E.  Drummond 

Secretary,  Foreign  Cattle  Trade 

Foreign  Cattle  Market,  Dept- 

48 

Association,  London. 

ford. 

W.  H.  Winterbotham 

Legal  Adviser  to  Su-  J.  Gold- 
smid     and    Freeholders    of 
Spitalflelds  Market. 

As  to  Spitalfields  Market 

46 

W.  A.  Casson 

Clerk    in    Local    Government 

Allied  abuses  and  complaints 

50,65, 

Office. 

as  to  Markets  generally. 

and  176 

N.  Stephens 

Clerk      and      Superintendent, 

Central  Meat,  Ac,    Markets, 

74 

London  Central  Meat,  Poul- 

London. 

try,  and  Provision  Markets. 
Clerk      and      Superintendent, 

G.  Philcox 

Foreign  Cattle  Market,  Dept- 

77 

Foreign       Cattle      Market, 

ford. 

Deptford. 

James  Briggs    -            -            - 

Solicitor  and  Managing  Clerk 
to  Mr.  E.  Betteley  on  behalf 
of   Mr.   Homer,  all  matters 
relating        to        Spitalfields 
Market. 

Spitalfields  Market 

80 

Robert  Horner  -             -             - 

Owner  of  Spitalfields  Market  - 

Do. 

87 

James  Allen  -        -         -         - 1 
Thomas  Matthews       -            -  J 

Farmer  and  Market  Gardener 

j         Do. 

92 

at  Dartford  in  Kent. 

George  Packer 

Secretary,  London  Fish  Trade 
Association. 

Billmgsgate  Fish  Market 

95 

C.  E.  Lepoer  Trench     - 

Clerk   and   Superintendent    of 
Billingsgate  Market. 

Do. 

100 

William  Hanman      .         .         - 

Clerk  of  London  Central  Fish 
Market,  Farringdon  Street. 

London  Central  Fish  Market  - 

103 

F.  C.  Brownfield 

Secretary,       Shadwell       Fish 
Market. 

Shadwell  Fish  Market 

106 

E.  Rider  Cook 

Chairman,       ShadweU       Fish 
Market  Company. 

Do. 

110 

Robert  Baldry  - 

Clerk    and    Collector,   Metro- 

Metropolitan    Cattle    Market, 

112 

politan       Cattle       Market, 

Islington. 

1 

Islington. 

Michael  Butler 

Buyer      on       commission      at 

Alleged      abuses     at    Covent 

116 

Covent  Gai-den  Market. 

Garden  Market. 

J.  R.  Bourne    - 

Agent  to  Duke  of  Bedford       - 

Covent  Garden  Market 

124 

J.  Assbee         -        -        .        - 

Superintendent       of      Covent 
Grarden  Market. 

Do. 

129,  \Sb 

D.  Tallerman    - 

Greneral  knowledge  of  distribu- 

As to  increased  market  accom- 

137 

tion  of  food. 

modation  in  London. 

W.  Birt 

General       Manager,        Great 
Eastern  Railway. 

Stratford  Market    - 

143 

F.  E.  HiUeary,  M.A.,  LL.D.     - 

Town  Clerk  of  West  Ham 

Do. 

152 

George  flay 

Mayor  of  Municipal  Borough 
of  West  Ham. 

Do.                ... 

155 

M.  Russell 

Fruit    and    Potato   Salesman, 
Stratford  Market. 

Do.        -            -            - 

157 

J.Hale 

Chairman     of      Trustees     of 

Borough  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Market. 

" 

Borough  Market. 

R.  Hunt  -             .             -         - 

One  of  Trustees  of  Borough 
Market. 

Do.        - 

I  161 

G.  A.  Holditch 

Clerk  to  Trustees  of  Borough 

Market 
Salesman,  Borough  Fruit  and 

Do.            -            -        - 

"^ 

James  Osmond     - 

Do.        -            -            - 

164 

Vegetable  Market. 

John  Denton    - 

Costermonger,          Spitalfields 
Market. 

Spitalfields  Market 

166 
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Page. 

Matthew  Timlett  - 

Salesman,  Borough  Market     - 

Borough  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Market. 

168 

Greorge  Shave  -            -          - 1 
Bobert  Bunyan    -             '       '  I 

Costerraongers,  Covent  Garden 

Covent  Garden  Market  - 

169 

Edward  Hunt  -             -           - 1 

Costermongers,  Shadwell  Fish 

ShadweU  Fish  Market 

172 

George  Wood                   "       "  J 

Market. 

Henry  Oosgrove             -           - 1 

Costermongers,       Billingsgate 

Billingsgate  Fish  Market 

174 

Frederick  Softly  -            -       -J 

Market. 

John  Follows    - 

Alderman,    Borough    of  Staf- 
ford. 
President  of  Market  Gardeners', 

Stafford  Market 

176 

William  Poupart  - 

Covent  Garden  Market  - 

182  &  184 

Nur8er3rmen,    and  Farmers' 

Association. 

Alderman  Goldsmith  - 

Town   Councillor   of  Borough 

1 

of  Taunton. 

>  Taunton  Market 

188  &  195 

Thomas  Meyler 

Town  Clerk  of  Taunton 

J 

Zachary  Mellor 

To¥m  Clerk,  Rochdale 

Rochdale  Market 

203 

George  B.  Killmister 

Law  Clerk  to  Proprietors  of 

^ 

Market  at  Rochdale. 

.Do. 

ana 

Charles  ColHer  - 

Superintendent  of  Market   at 

209 

Rochdale. 

J 

William  J.  Cl^g    - 

Mayor  of  Sheffield 

Sheffield  Market 

213 

M.  F.  Blakiston 

Town    Clerk   for   Borough   of 
Stafford. 

Stafford  Market 

218 

Robert  Dawbarn,  Jan. 

Solicitor  at  March 

1  March  Market  - 

221 

Charles  Greenwood 

Clerk  to  Local  Board  of  Health 

J.  Bradnum          -             -         - 

Fruit  Salesman,  Hull  - 

HuU  Market    - 

225 

Michael  J.  Ellison 

Agent  to  Duke  of  Norfolk  at 
Sheffield. 

Sheffield  Market 

233 

S.C.  Slater       - 

Draper,  Market  Drayton 

Market  Drayton  Market 

236 

Francis  Lowry  Lightfoot 

Agent    for    Mr.    Corbet    and 
Secretary  of  Market  Drayton 
Cattle  Market  Co. 

Do.                         -        - 

238 

Robert  Bruford 

Farmer,  Taunton 

Taunton  Market 

240 

Thos.  J.  Shepherd 

Clerk     to     Taunton     Market 
Trustees. 

Do.            .            .         - 

244 

John  Taunton  -            -            - 

Solicitor  to  Market  Trustees, 
Taunton. 

Do. 

246 

John  Nanson        -            -         - 

Town  Clerk,  Carlisle 

Carlisle  Market  - 

249 

Aubrey  Henry  Malim   - 

Town  Clerk,  Grantham 

Grantham  Market 

253 

John  A.  Tolon      - 

Hawker,  Hawkers'  Association, 
Rochdale. 

Rochdale  Market 

257 

W.  0.  Jarratt  - 

Part    owner,   Driffield    Cattle 
Market 

Great  Driffield  Market 

261 

Richard  Hill  Dawe 

Town  Clerk,  Borough  of  Hull 

Hull  Market       - 

268 

Henry  Fulford 

Chairman,  Markets  and  Fairs 
Committee,      Borough       of 
Birmingham. 

Birmingham  Market    - 

274 

Becher  Tidd  Pratt 

Mayor  of  Newark 

Newark  Market 

279 

W.  T.  McOowen  - 

Town  Clerk,  Bradford 

Bradford  Market 

283 

W.  Greaves       -            -          - 1 
W.  Simpson       -          -              -  j 

Solicitor  and   Steward  to  Miss 

Do.             -             -         - 

287 

Elizabeth  Rawson,  Bradford. 

Henry  Blake  Miller 
Westley  Richards 

Town  Clerk,  Norwich 

Norwich  Market 

289 

Farmer,  Ashwell,  near  Oakham 

Official  records  of  prices,  and 

293 

\ 

Belling  cattle  by  live  weight. 

Sir  John  B.  Lawes,  Bart. 

Do.         - 

299 

Albert  PeU 

Member  of  Council  of  Royal 
Agricultural  Society. 

Do.     - 

300 

Thomas  Swan           -        -        . 

Member  of  firm,  Messrs.  John 
Swan  and  Sons,  Live  Stock 
Agents,  Scotland. 

Do.        -             .            - 

303 
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MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE 


TAKKN  BKFOBB 


THE    ROYAL    COMMISSION 


ON 


MARKET    RIGHTS    AND    TOLLS. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


FIRST  DAY. 


Thursday,  4th  Augnrt  1887. 


PRESENT  : 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EABL  OP  DERBY,  E.G.,  in  the  Chair. 


The    Right    Hon.    the    Lohd    Balfour   op 

Burleigh. 
The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 
Sir  Jambs  P.  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 


Mr.  C.  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Cockerton,  Secretary, 


Mr.  S.  B.  Provis,  C.B.,  examined. 


1.  {Chairman.)  You  are,  I  believe,  one  of  the 
assistant  secretaries  of  the  Local  Government  Board  ? 
— I  am. 

2.  We  understand  that  the  Board  have  caused  some 
digests  to  be  prepared  on  subjects  relating  to  markets  ? 
—That  is  so. 

3.  Would  you  hand  them  in  and  give  us  some  brief 
statement  of  their  contents  ? — The  firet  of  them  consists 
of  a  digest  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
187*5,  and  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  with 
respect  to  markets.  It  sets  out  in  substance  the 
provisions  of  the  sections  of  those  two  Acts  on  this 
subject.  The  other  digest  is  a  compilation  of  the 
decisions  which  have  been  given  by  the  Courts  with 
regard  to  markets  since  1756.  They  are  taken  from 
Fisher's  Common  Law  Digest,  the  Law  Reports' 
Digests,  and  Embden's  Digests.  I  hand  in  these 
papers  {handing  in  the  sarne), 

4.  To  put  a  comprehensive  question  to  you,  can 
you  explain  to  us  how  markets,  as  a  rule,  are  estab- 
lished, and  to  whom  they  belong  ? — I  may  say 
generally  that  they  are  established  by  prescription,  by 
charter,  or  under  express  statutory  provisions  ;  and 
that  they  belong  to  local  authorities,  to  public  bodies, 
or  to  private  persons. 

5.  The  Local  Gk)vemment  Board,  I  presume,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  those  markets  which  belong  to 
private  persons  ? — That  is  so. 

U    55780. 


6.  They  are    only  concerned   with  such  markets 
as  are  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities  ? — Quite  so. 

7.  For  the  purposes  of  this  inquiry,  who  are  the 
local  authorities  ? — ^They  are  the  urban  sanitary  autho- 
rities. I  should  explain  that  England  and  Wales 
outside  the  metropolis  is  divided  into  urban  sanitary 
districts  and  rural  sanitary  districts.  The  urban 
sanitary  districts  consist  of  boroughs,  Lnprovement 
Act  districts,  and  Local  Government  districts  ;  Im- 
provement Act  districts  being  districts  constituted  by 
local  Acts  under  improvement  commissioners,  who 
have  powers  of  town  government  and  of  rating,  and 
Local  Government  districts  being  districts  formed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  or  under  the 
Sanitary  Acts  for  which  that  Act  was  substituted.  It 
is  the  urban  sanitary  authorities  who  aie  practically 
the  local  authorities  with  regard  to  markets. 

7a.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  rural  sanitary 
authority  has  not  much  to  do  with  the  question  of 
markets  ? — Quite  so. 

8.  We  understand  that  the  powers  of  the  urban 
sanitary  authorities  as  to  markets  are  conferred  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875  ?— That  is  8o. 

9.  Is  that  invariably  the  case,  or  do  they  possess 
any  powers  imder  other  Acts  ? — They  have  powers 
under  local  Acts  not  infrequently,  but  their  general 
powers  are  those  which  are  conferred  by  the  Public 
Health  Act. 


Mr.  8.  B. 
Provis,  C.B, 

4  Aug.  1887. 
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Mr.  S,  B.  10.  We  understand  that  the  powers  granted  by  the 

Frovis^  C.B.    ^gt  of   1875  are   granted  conditionally   on   certain 
,  .  — 7^^^     consents  being  obtained ;  is  that  the  case  ? — ^That  is 

4  AQ^.  1oo7.  ^ 

^  SO. 

11.  What  consents  are  required? — They  differ 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  authority.  In  the  case 
of  a  town  council,  it  is  Decessary  that  they  should 
obtain  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  that  body  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  exercise  powers  with  regard  to 
markets  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  In  the  case  of 
improvement  commissioners  or  local  boards  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
owners  and  ratepayers  of  the  district  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  Act.  The  Act  requires  that  the 
consent  should  be  given  at  a  meeting  of  the  owners 
and  ratepayers  which  it  convened  on  a  requisition  of 
20  owners  or  ratepayers;  notice  is  given  of  the 
meeting  by  advertisement  in  some  of  the  local  news- 
papers, and  by  notices  published  in  the  district,  and 
the  question  is  submitted  to  the  meeting.  A  poll 
may  be  demanded  at  the  meeting,  and,  if  so,  it  is  taken 
by  means  of  voting  papers.  It  is  only  when  the 
consent  of  the  owners  and  ratepayers  is  obtained  that 
the  improvement  commissioners  or  the  local  board 
are  in  a  position  to  exercise  their  powers  under  the 
Act. 

12.  You  have  told  us  the  process  by  which  the 
powers  of  the  sanitary  authority  are  brought  into 
operation ;  when  they  are  so  brought  into  operation, 
what  are  those  powers  and  to  what  extent  do  they 
go  ? — The  powers  which  they  obtain  are  these :  They 
may  provide  a  market  place  and  construct  a  market 
bouse  and  other  conveniences  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  markets ;  they  may  provide  houses  and  places 
for  weighing  carts;  they  may  make  approaches  to 
the  market,  and  provide  everything  necessary  for  the 
convenient  use  of  the  market ;  they  may  purchase  or 
take  on  lease,  land  and  public  or  private  rights  in 
markets,  and  tolls  for  any  of  these  purposes ;  and  they 
may  take  stallages,  rents,  and  tolls  in  respect  of  the 
use  by  any  person  of  the  market.  They  are  also  em- 
powered to  purchase  the  undertaking  of  any  market 
company  by  agreement,  provided  that  the  consent  of 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  directors  of  the  company 
is  given  ;  and  they  may  further  make  byelaws  for  the 
regulation  of  the  markets. 

13.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  exercise  of 
all  these  powers  is  subject  to  some  limitation  as  to 
the  market  rights  of  other  parties  not  being  interfered 
with? — Certainly,  that  is  so.  Section  166  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  expressly  provides  that  no  market 
shall  be  established,  in  pursuance  of  it,  so  as  to  inter- 
fere with  any  rights,  powers,  or  privileges  enjoyed 
within  the  district  by  any  person,  without  his  consent. 

14.  Has  that  limitation  been  practically  effective ; 
are  you  aware  of  any  cases  which  have  arisen  where 
interference  with  market  rights  has  been  complained 
of  ? — Yes ;  that  section  has  been  the  subject  of  legal 
decision,  I  think,  in  one  or  two  cases.  The  first  point 
was  raised  in  the  case  of  Fearon  v.  Mitchell,  in  which 
it  was  held  that  a  right  within  that  section  must  be 
a  distinct  and  specific  right  belonging  to  a  person^  and 
not  a  general  right  such  as  would  be  enjoyed  by  any  of 
the  Queen's  subjects.  A  man  had  established  a  large 
building,  called  an  agricultural  hall,  which  was  capable 
of  holding  a  considerable  number  of  cattle,  and  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  holding  sales  by  auction  from  time 
to  time  there.  The  local  board  had  approved  of  the 
erection  of  thut  building  prior  to  their  establishing 
a  market  themselves,  and  he  was  desirous,  therefore, 
of  restraining  them  from  setting  up  a  market.  But 
it  was  held  that  he  was  then  merely  exercising  his 
own  business,  and  that  consequently  he  was  not  in 
the  enjoyment  of  any  such  power,  right,  or  privilege, 
as  would  interfere  with  the  local  authority  themselves 
setting  up  a  market. 

16.  {^Sir  James  Corry,)  What  was  the  decision  in 
that  case  ? — ^That  the  market  set  up  by  the  local  board 
should  not  be  interfered  with. 

16.  (Lard  Balfour.)  Would  he  be  allowed  to  go  on 
with  his  business  afterwards? — He    would  not    be 


allowed  to  go  on  with  his  business  afterwards  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  local  board  were  not  precluded 
from  carrying  on  their  market  on  account  of  his 
business. 

17.  {Chairman^  Do  we  rightly  understand  that 
market  rights  are  held  to  confer  a  monopoly  within  a 
certain  district ;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  A  has  the  right 
to  hold  a  market,  that  necessarily  implies  that  B  may 
not  set  one  up  within  the  district  ? — Yes,  that  another 
market  could  not  be  set  up  within  the  district.  But  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  contains  a  prohibition 
of  the  sale  elsewhere  than  in  the  market  or  in  shops 
of  certain  articles  which  may  be  sold  in  the  market. 
Then,  perhaps,  I  may  be  allowed  to  mention  one 
other  case,  the  case  of  Ellis  v,  Bridgnorth  (mayor, 
&c.).  The  to^n  council  had  a  market,  and  they  were 
desirous  of  transferring  it  to  another  part  of  the  town, 
but  the  occupiers  of  houses  adjoining  the  market  had 
had  a  right  on  market  days  to  put  out  stalls  in  front 
of  their  houses  for  the  sale  of  goods.  It  was  held 
that  the  provision  in  section  166  precluded  the  town 
council  from  moving  the  market,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
have  interfered  with  the  powers  and  privileges  of 
those  persons. 

18.  Is  there  any  general  definition,  or  is  it  left  to 
local  usage,  as  to  what  articles  may  be  sold  only  in 
the  market  ? — There  is  no  general  definition. 

19.  We  understand  that  certain  provisions  of  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  are  incorporated  with 
the  Public  Health  Act ;  does  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act  only  apply  where  it  is  incorporated  ? — 
That  is  so.  The  Act  is  one  of  those  consolidation 
Acts  comprising  a  number  of  provisions  which  were 
formerly  generally  included  in  lo<?al  Acts,  and  it  only 
applies  where  it  is  incorporated  with  some  special  Act. 

20.  Is  it  often  incorporated  with  local  Acts  as  well 
as  with  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — Certainly. 

21.  Would  you  state  briefly  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
visions incorporated  with  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — 
There  are  three  branches  or  divisions  of  the  Act  which 
are  incorporated  with  the  Public  Health  Act;  and 
the  first  of  them  relates  to  the  holding  of  the  market ; 
and  it  provides  that  notice  shall  be  given  before  the 
market  is  opened  for  public  use.  It  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  local  authority,  after  the  market  has  been 
opened,  to  hold  it  on  the  prescribed  days.  It  prohibits 
sales  outside  the  market,  except  in  certain  cases  ;  and 
it  imposes  penalties  for  the  exposure  for  sale  of  un- 
wholesome food.  Then  another  division  is  with 
regard  to  the  weighing  of  goods  and  carts;  that  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  provide  proper 
weighing-houses  and  places  for  weighing  or  measur- 
ing the  commodities  sold  in  the  market,  and  to  keep 
proper  scales,  and  so  on,  for  that  purpose.  And  it 
imposes  a  penalty  on  oflBcers  of  the  market  authority 
— that  is  to  say,  the  local  authority — ^who  refuse  to 
weigh  or  measure,  and  makes  it  necessary  that  they 
should  provide  for  I  he  weighing  of  carts,  with  some 
subsidiary  provisions.  The  third  branch  which  is 
incorporated  with  the  Public  Health  Act  is  that 
relating  to  stallages,  rents,  and  tolls.  The  sections  on 
this  subject  direct  that  the  mai'ket-place  must  be  com- 
pleted before  the  stallages  and  tolls  can  be  taken. 
They  provide  the  mode  in  which  the  tolls  may  be 
collected.  They  empower  the  undertakers  to  change 
the  tolls  from  time  to  time,  and  provide  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  stallages  and  tolls,  and  that  they  shall 
be  exhibited  in  the  market.  Then  there  are  one  or 
two  other  provisions  which  I  will  refer  to  very  briefly, 
and  which  are  not  incorporated  with  the  Public  Health 
Act.  They  relate  to  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  the 
provision  of  slaughter-houses,  and  to  the  recovery  of 
penalties  for  damages.  Those  matters  are  dealt  with 
by  other  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  for 

.  that  reason  they  have  not  been  incorporated  with  that 
Act. 

22.  {Mr.  Little.)  Are  they  superseded  ? — They  are 
not  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  Public  Health  Act 
contains  other  provisions  on  the  subject. 

23.  They  aie  not  repealed  ? — They  are  not  repealed. 
They  are  very  useful  in  some  cases  where  they  are 
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incorporated  with  local  Acts  not  administered  by  local 
authorities. 

24.  ( Chairman.)  We  understand  that  one  very  im- 
portant provision  of  the  Act  relates  to  the  prohibition 
of  trading  outside  the  market? — That  is  so.  It  is 
section  13  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act: 
**  After  the  market  place  is  open  for  public  use  every 
"  person  other  than  a  licensed  hawker  who  shall  sell 
**  or  expose  for  sale  in  any  place  within  the  prescribed 
"  limits,  except  in  his  own  dwelling-place  or  shop, 
**  any  articles  in  respect  of  which  toils  are  by  the 
*•'  special  Act  authorised  to  be  taken  in  the  market, 
'*  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
**  not  exceeding  forty  shillings." 

25.  Has  any  litigation  arisen  upon  that  proviso  ? — 
Yes,  there  have  been  several  cases  with  regard  to  it, 
one  or  two  of  which  I  would  mention.  The  first  point 
is,  that  a  licensed  hawker  is  not  within  the  prohibi- 
tion ;  and  a  case  arose  as  to  whether  the  exemption 
extended  to  pedlnrs.  In  the  case  of  Howard  v.  Lupton, 
it  was  held  that  it  did  extend  to  pedlars ;  and  the 
decision  is  rather  a  remarkable  one,  in  this  way :  the 
distinction  in  the  Pedlars'  Act,  1871,  between  a  pedlar 
and  a  hawker  would  seem  to  be  that  a  pedlar  is  a  man 
who  goes  about  on  foot,  whereas  a  hawker  may  travel 
with  a  horse  and  cart.  But  it  was  held  in  this 
case  that  a  pedlar  who  had  taken  out  a  pedlar's 
certificate  was  within  the  exemption,  although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  did  go  about  with  a  horse  and 
cart.  The  case  was  the  stronger  because  a  pedlar 
who  goes  about  to  sell  vegetables  or  fruit  need  not 
get  a  certificate  under  the  Pedlars'  Act;  and  this 
man  was  going  about  selling  vegetables  and  fruit. 
But  the  court  decided  that,  notwithstanding  that, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  got  a  pedlar*s  certificate,  he  was 
within  the  exemption  by  virtue  of  section  6  of  the 
Pedlars'  Act,  and  therefore  that  he  was  not  liable 
to  penalties  for  selling  within  the  district. 

26.  {Mr,  Elton.)  Have  you  a  legal  definition  of  a 
"  hawker"  ?— No,  I  think  not. 

27.  Perhaps  there  is  not  one  ? — There  is  not  one 
in  this  Act.  Then  the  next  point  is,  that  the  pro- 
hibition extends  to  persons  who  sell  or  expose  for  sale 
in  any  place  within  the  prescribed  limits.  In  the 
case  of  a  sanitary  authority  that  would  be  taken  to 
be  the  sanitary  district.  Section  316  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  makes  that  clear.  Then,  going  on  a 
little  further,  the  section  allows  of  the  sale  of  goods 
by  a  man  in  his  own  dwelling-house  or  shop.  There 
have  been  cases  as  to  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
**  shop  "  within  that  section.  In  the  case  of  Pope  v. 
WhaUey  some  erections  had  been  put  up  which  were 
mere  stalls,  and  the  owner  endeavoured  to  alter  them 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  a  shop ;  he  boarded 
them  in,  as  it  were  ;  they  were  roughly  roofed  in,  and 
there  were  movable  shutters  in  front  of  them,  which 
were  taken  down  whenever  they  were  used  for 
purposes  of  sale.  The  justices  considered  that  that 
did  not  constitute  a  shop.  I  should  also  mention  that 
it  was  just  possible  for  some  one  to  get  on  the  other 
side  of  one  of  those  stalls,  but  it  was  a  difficult  thing 
to  do,  and  no  one  did  it;  and,  moreover,  property 
would  not  have  been  safe  if  left  there  by  night. 
The  court  held  that  all  these  matters  should  be 
considered  in  determining  as  to  whether  it  was  a 
shop  or  not,  namely,  whether  the  structure  was 
substantial,  whether  it  would  allow  persons  to  come 
inside,  whether  goods  would  be  protected  from  the 
weather,  and  at  night,  and  what  were  the  terms  of  the 
holding  from  the  owner  by  the  person  using  the 
structure  ;  that  is  to  say,  whether  it  was  a  mere 
temporary  holding.  In  that  case  the  tenancy  was  taken 
by  the  week.  Then,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  the 
case  of  Ashworth  r.  Heyworth,  where  it  was  held  that 
a  wooden  shed  afiixed  to  a  house,  and  supported  on 
wooden  posts,  which  had  been  erected  on  a  piece  of 
ground,  and  which  had  been  in  use  for  1 8  years  for 
purposes  of  sale,  having  been  erected  on  some  fiags 
which  projected  several  feet  from  the  house,  and  those 
flags  helping  to  support  the  shed,  was  a  part  of  the 
dwelling-house  or  shop,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 


within  the  exemption  conferred  by  the  section.     Then       Mr,  S,  B. 
there  is  one  further  point.     The  section  only  prohibits     ProoiB,  C,B. 
the  sale   of  articles  in  the  district  where   tolls   are  """~" 

authorised  to  be  taken  in  the  market  in  respect  of  the  *  "^^^  ^^^^' 
sale  of  such  articles,  and  in  the  case  of  Caswell  r.  "■■~^"" 
Cook  the  point  arose  whether,  supposing  that  the  toll 
was  not  imposed  in  respect  of  the  article,  but  was  a 
toll  imposed  in  respect  of  persons  using  the  stall,  that 
is  to  say,  a  stallage  rather  than  a  toll,  that  came 
within  the  section.  It  was  held  that  it  was  not  a  toll 
within  the  section,  and  that  consequently  the  prohibi- 
tion did  not  apply. 

28.  We  understand  that  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act  relates  to  fairs  as  well  as  to  markets  ? — 
That  is  so. 

29.  Have  the  urban  sanitaiy  authorities  power  over 
fairs  ? — They  have  not.  The  Public  Health  Act 
expressly  provides  that  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses 
Act  shall  be  incorporated,  in  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  markets,  and  therefore  the  power  of  sanitary 
authorities  does  not  extend  to  fairs. 

30.  Have  any  difficulties  arisen  in  consequence  of 
that  deficiency  of  power  ? — Yes,  in  one  or  two  cases 
there  has  been  a  difficulty.  It  has  been  chiefly  thif : 
that  the  owners  of  rights  in  markets  and  fairs  have 
been  willing  to  part  with  the  whole  of  them  to  the 
local  authoritj,  but  have  not  been  willing  to  part 
merely  with  the  market  rights.  They  have,  in  fact, 
sold  or  granted  leases  of  rights  in  markets  and  fairs  to 
the  local  authorities,  and  questions  have  arisen  as  to 
the  validity  of  those  grants.  The  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  was  taken  with  regard  to  that  question  a  few 
years  ago,  and  they  advised  that  the  urban  authority 
had  in  the  first  place  no  power  to  take  a  lease  or  con- 
veyance of  rights  in  fairs,  and  that  unless  the  market 
rights  and  the  rights  as  to  fsdrs  could  be  severed  in 
the  conveyance  or  lease,  the  deed  would  be  void 
altogether. 

31.  There  are  included  among  the  general  powers 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  borrowing  powers,  are  there 
not  ? — There  are. 

32.  Can  the  sanitary  authorities  use  those  powers 
for  purposes  connected  with  markets  ? — Yes,  they  can 
do  so. 

33.  In  doing  so,  or  in  any  kindred  matters,  are 
they  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  are  they  free? — There  hre  certain 
matters  in  which  they  are  subject  to  *  the  Local 
Government  Board.  With  regard  to  borrowing  • 
powers,  for  instance,  and  with  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  land  compulsorily,  they  are  subject  to  the  control 
of  the  Board  ;  also  with  regard  to  the  making  of  bye- 
laws  and  tolls,  the  approval  of  the  Board  is  required. 

34.  With  regard  to  borrowing  powers,  has  the  Local 
Government  Board  control  over  the  terms  of  the 
borrowing  ? — It  has.  The  statute  allows  the  authority 
to  borrow  for  such  period,  not  exceeding  60  years, 
as  they,  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  may  determine ;  and  the  term  for  repayment 
is  always  one  of  the  points  which  is  considered  in 
connexion  with  the  borrowing  of  the  money. 

36.  Have  the  urban  sanitary  authorities  the  power 
of  making  bjelaws,  and  if  so,  on  what  subjects  ? — 
Yes ;  the  subjects  of  the  byelaws  are  included  in  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  and  the  power  is 
given  to  them  by  section  167  of  the  Public"  Health 
Act,  1875.  The  subjects  upon  which  they  can  make 
byelaws  are  the  following :  They  may  regulate  the  use 
of  the  market  place,  and  the  buildings,  stalls,  pens, 
and  standing  therein ;  they  may  prevent  nuisances  or 
obstructions  in  the  markets,  or  in  the  immediate 
approaches  thereto ;  they  may  fix  the  days  and  hours 
upon  which  the  markets  are  to  be  held ;  they  may 
make  byelaws  also  as  to  the  inspection  of  slaughter*^ 
houses,  and  for  keeping  the  same  in  a  cleaidy  and 
proper  state,  and  for  removing  filth  and  refuse  there- 
from; for  regulating  the  carriers  resorting  to  the 
market,  and  fixing  the  rates  for  carrying  articles 
therefrom;  for  I'egulating  the  use  of  the  weighing 
machines  provided  by  the  local  authority  ;  and  for 
preventing  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  of  unwholesome      p 
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Mr  S  B.      provisions  in  the    market.      With    regard  to  those 
Pro9i9^C,B,    powers,  there  are  two  or  three  of  them  that  practi- 
— ^  cally   aie   not  exercised;   for    instance,    those   with 

4  Aug.  1887.  regard  to  slaughter-houses  are  not  exercised,  because 
— —  the  slaughter-houses  are  not  provided  under  this  Act, 
but  under  the  Public  Health  Act  itself,  and  there 
are  other  provisions  in  the  Act  under  which  they  are 
dealt  with.  It  has  been  found  that  the  statutory 
provisions  with  regard  to  weighing  machines,  and 
with  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the  sale  of  unwhole- 
some food,  are  so  definite  and  precise  that  no  byelaws 
are  necessary  for  the  purpose,  and  there  is  a  danger, 
of  course,  in  having  byelaws  which  might  in  any  way 
conflict  with  the  statutory  provisions.  The  byelaws 
which  the  sanitary  authorities  make  are  founded  on  a 
model  series,  v^hich  was  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  1877,  and  a  copy  of  which  I  hand  in 
{handing  in  the  same).  Those  byelaws  provide  for 
goods  being  placed  in  the  proper  places  which  are 
appropriated  for  them;  for  their  not  being  brought 
into  the  market  before  certain  fixed  hours,  or  allowed 
to  stay  after  certain  fixed  hours  ;  for  lights  and  fires, 
where  they  have  them,  being  put  out  at  certain  times ; 
and  there  are  arrangements  for  the  proper  spaces  for 
cattle  and  for  preventing  obstruction  either  by  goods 
or  by  persons,  so  that  the  market  may  be  properly 
used,  and  for  the  cleansing  of  stalls.  Then  they  fix 
the  days  and  hours  for  the  market,  and  direct  where 
the  carriers  shall  place  their  carts,  and  so  on,  and 
prohibit  annoyance  by  canvassing  on  the  part  of  such 
persons  and  make  charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods 
from  the  market  place. 

36.  Then  we  may  take  it,  I  suppose,  that  the  power 
of  making  market  byelaws  is  largely  exercised  by  the 
urban  sanitary  authorities  ?—  Yes,  it  is  exercised  to  a 
considerable  extent  The  cases  just  recentlv  have 
not  been  so  numerous,  because  the  sanitary  authorities 
have  had  the  byelaws  before ;  I  think  that  in  the  three 
lasi  years  there  have  been  about  tliirty  cases. 

37.  We  understand  that  the  sanitary  authority 
must  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  the  tolls  levied  by  them  ? — That  is  so. 

38.  Are  many  applications  for  such  approval  made  ? 
— They  are  not  very  numerous.  Within  the  last  three 
years  there  have  been  about  20  cases. 

39.  {Mr,  Little.)  Would  those  be  cases  of  new 
markets  or  alterations  of  old  markets  ? — They  would 
include  both. 

40.  {Chairman.)  Is  the  approval  of  the  Board 
necessary  to  stallages  as  well  as  to  tolls  ? — It  is  not. 
The  Act  only  renders  their  approval  necessary  to 
tolls. 

41.  Will  you  explain  to  us  what  is  the  difference 
between  the  two?— A  stallage  appears  to  be  a  pay- 
ment made  for  the  exclusive  occupation  of  u  portion 
of  the  market ;  whereas  a  toll  is  usually  levied  for 
bringing  something  or  other  into  the  market.  The 
stallage  rather  relates  to  the  actual  use  or  hiring,  so  to 
say,  of  a  portion  of  the  soil  of  the  niorket  itself; 
whereas  tlie  toll  is  for  bringing  the  thing  into  the 
market.  In  the  case  of  Yarmouth  (Mayor,  &c.)  v. 
Groom  it  was  laid  down  that  a  stallage  was  the  pay- 
ment due  to  the  owner  of  a  market  in  respect  of  the 
exclusive  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  soil. 

42.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  that  is  different 
from  a  rent,  is  it  liot  ?— The  statute  gives  the  sanitary 
authority  the  same  power  with  regard  to  tguU  as  it 
does  with  regard  to  stallages. 

43.  {Chairman.)  I  am  informed  that  in  many  cases 
markets*  belonging  to  urban  sanitary  authorities  are 
held  in  the  streets ;  have  any  questions  arisen  in  regard 
to  byelaws  and  tolls  when  that  is  the  4*ase? — Yes,  a 
question  ha^  arisen  as  to  whether,  where  the  market 
was  held  in  the  streets  they  could  make  byelaws  and 
tolls  with  regard  to  it.  The  difficulty  was  this,  that 
the  Act  enables  them  to  provide .  a  market  place  and 
then  goes  on  to  say  that  they  may  take  stallages,  rents, 
and  tolls  in  respect  to  the  use  by  any  person  of  such 
market ;  and  it  was  suggested  that  unless  they  had 
provided  a  market  place  they  could  not  take  tolls  in 
respect  of  it,  and  that  the  provision  of  a  market  place 


was  something  different  from  merely  allowing  a 
market  to  take  place  in  a  sti*eet.  The  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  was  taken  upon  the  question,  it  being  one 
of  a  threat  deal  of  importance,  and  they  advised  that 
the  sanitary  authority  might  deal  with  such  markets 
under  the  Public  Health  Act.  They  said  that  the 
question  was  one  of  some  difficulty,  but  that  they 
thought  that  if  the  market  was  in  a  fixed  place,  or  i£ 
it  was  acquired  for  purposes  connected  with  the 
erection  of  a  market  place  by  the  local  authority,  they 
were  empowered  to  take  such  a  market  under  that 
Act  and  to  deal  with  it  by  means  of  byelaws  and  by 
the  imposition  of  tolls. 

44.  In  the  case  of  an  urban  sanitary  authority 
acquiring  a  market  in  which  a  toll  is  already  charged, 
are  they  able  to  continue  the  charge  without  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  do  they 
require  that  approval  ? — They  may  continue  it  without 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board;  but 
supposing  that  they  made  any  change  in  the  toll  then 
the  consent  of  the  Board  would  be  required.  That 
point  was  also  put  to  the  law  officers. 

45.  Do  corporations  often  hold  markets  by  charter 
or  by  prescription  ? — Yes,  they  do  so. 

46.  Can  they  make  byelaws  and  substitute  fresh 
tolls  in  respect  1o  markets  so  obtained  under  the 
Public  Health  Act? — ^Yes,  the  law  officers  advised 
that  they  could  do  so.  The  Public  Health  Act 
enables  them  with  regard  to  any  market  belonging  to 
them  to  make  byelaws  under  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act,  and  the  whole  section  relates  to  powers 
enabling  a  local  authority  to  establish  or  regulate 
markets ;  and  the  law  officers  considered  that  having 
regard  to  that  it  could  be  done,  provided  that  the  tolls 
were  not  increased  beyond  what  was  otherwise  lawful. 

47.  Is  the  power  of  compulsory  purchase  of  land 
for  market  purposes  exercised  ? — ^Yes,  at  times  it  is. 
The  cases  are  not  very  numerous,  but  the  Board  have 
had  applications  for  provisional  orders  to  enable  local 
authorities  to  take  land  compulsorily  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  their  markets. 

48.  I  suppose  we  may  assume  that  the  existence  of 
that  power  in  many  cases  renders  its  exercise  un- 
necessary ? — Probably  so. 

49.  But  when  the  power  is  exercised  what  is  the 
method  of  procedure  ? — The  local  authority  have  to 
give  notice  by  advertisement  for  three  successive 
weeks  of  their  intention  to  apply  for  compulsory 
powers.  They  then  serve  a  notice  on  every  owner, 
lessee,  and  occupier,  of  the  land  intended  to  be  taken, 
and  rec[uest  an  answer  as  to  whether  he  assents  or 
dissents  or  is  neuter  in  respect  of  the  taking  of  his 
lands.  They  then  send  a  petition  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  a  provisional  order  to  enable  them 
to  take  the  land  and  show  that  these  preliminary 
requirements  have  been  complied  with.  The  practice 
is  then  for  the  Board  to  direct  a  local  inquiry  to  be 
held  by  one  of  their  inspectors  after  notice,  at  which 
inquiry  all  persons  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard.  If  the  application  is  complied  vdth  the  order 
is  then  granted  and  is  introduced  into  a  confirmation 
Bill  and  carried  through  Parliament  by  the  Board, 
unless  it  is  opposed,  in  which  case  it  is  treated  exactly 
as  a  private  Bill. 

50.'  Does  this  power  of  compulsoiy  purchase  extend 
to  market  rights? — I  think  not.  A  question  arose 
some  few  years  ago  as  to  whether  a  local  authority 
could  purchase  water  rights  compulsorily  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  there  being  a  saving  clause  in  the 
A  ct  with  regard  to  water  rights  that  the  powers  of  the 
Act  should  not  be  exercised  so  as  to  injuriously  affect 
v.ater  rights.  It  was  contended  that  this  saving  did 
r.  »t  prevent  the  grant  of  a  provisional  order  to  enable 
lljese  rights  to  be  purchased  but  that  the  intention  was 
11  erely  that  the  powers  under  other  provisions  of  the 
Act  should  not  be  exercised  adversely  to  those  who 
h  jld  water  rights.  But  that  view  was  not  supported  by 
the  law  officers  to  whom  it  was  referred ;  they  said, 
No,  a  provisional  order  could  not  be  gmnted  to  acquire 
water  rights  compulsorily ;  and  I  apor^end  thatlhe 
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same  view  would  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  market  rights. 

51.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  complaiots  of  the 
absence  of  the  power  of  compukory  purchase  of 
market  rights  ? — ^I  do  not  tliink  that  the  Board  have 
had  complaints  upon  the  subject ;  but,  in  many  cases, 
these  matters  are  dealt  with  by  local  Acts,  which 
probably  would  not  be  necessary  if  there  were  under 
the  general  law  a  power  to  acquire  such  rights  other- 
wise than  by  agreement. 

52.  Can  you  give  u-^  any  information  as  to  the  loans 
for  markets  which  have  been  recently  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board? — I  find  that  the 
amount  of  the  loans  sanctioned  in  the  lust  three  years 
has  been,  in  round  numbers,  150,000/.«  and  that  they 
have  been  granted  to  about  80  local  authorities. 

63.  What  is  the  security  ? — The  mortgage  of  the 
rates  out  of  which  their  expenses  as  ur^n  sanitary 
authorities  are  defrayed.  That  rate  is  usually  the 
general  district  rate,  to  which  land  is  rated  at  one- 
fourth.  The  market  itself  is  not  mort<raged  ;  there  is 
no  power  to  mortgage  a  market  under  the  Fubhc 
Health  Act. 

54.  (Mr,  Little.)  Nor  to  mortgage  the  tolls? — Nor 
to  mortgage  the  tolls. 

65.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  limitation  to  the 
power  of  borrowing? — Vcs,  it  must  not  exceed  two 
years  rateable  value  of  the  district,  and  if  it  is  over 
one  year's  rateable  value,  the  sanction  cannot  be 
given  without  a  previous  local  inquiry. 

66.  {Lord  Balfour.)  By  rateable  value  do  you 
mean  the  proceeds  of  the  rate?— The  net  annual 
value  of  the  hereditaments  in  the  district  according  to 
the  valuation  list. 

57.  Two  years  complete  value  of  it  ? — ^The  wording 
of  the  Act  is  "  the  assessable  value  for  two  years  "  ; 
but  it  really  is  tvrice  the  assessable  value  of  the  district, 
the  assessable  value  being  the  value  of  the  property 
upon  which  the  rates  are  levied. 

58.  {Mr.  Little.)  Does  the  rateable  value  for  the 
general  district  rate  take  the  full  value  of  the  land 
and  then  charge  it  with  one  fourth  of  the  rate,  or  does 
it  rate  the  land  at  one  fourth  of  the  value  ? — The 
assessable  value  takes  the  land  at  one  fourth  of  the 
value. 

59.  {C/iairman.)  Is  there  any  limitation  of  the 
nur»ber  of  years  for  which  the  debt  may  run  ? — Yes, 
it  iL.ist  not  exceed  60  years. 

60.  In  the  cases  where  urban  sanitary  authorities 
hold  markets  under  local  Acts,  do  those  come  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  Local  Government  Board  ? — In 
some  respects  they  do.  For  instance,  the  local  Acts 
at  times  require  the  Board's  sanction  to  the  borrowing 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  or  extending  a 
market  under  the  local  Act;  and  sanction  is  often 
rendered  necessary  to  byelaws  and  tolls  under  the 
local  Act.  Moreover,  at  times,  the  Board  have  appli- 
cations for  provisional  orders  to  alter  these  local  Acts, 
which  they  are  empowered  to  do  under  the  Public 
Health  Act ;  and  also  the  Bills  before  they  are  passed 
are  deposited  with  the  Local  Govemmenl^  Board,  who 
make  reports  upon  them  to  Parliament. 

61.  What  is  usually  the  nature  of  the  alterations 
desired  in  the  local  Acts? — ^They  not  infrequently 
require  an  increase  of  borrowing  powers.  The 
amount  is  usually  limited  in  the  local  Act,  and  as  time 
goes  on  an  extension  of  the  amount  is  needed.  Then, 
at  times,  the  tolls  require  revision,  and  sometimes 
there  are  practical  defects  in  the  local  Acts  which 
have  been  found  in  working,  and  which  the  Board  are 
asked  to  remove  by  means  of  a  provisional  order 
altering  the  Act. 

62.  What  are  the  points  to  which  the  Board  address 
themselves  in  reporting  upon  the  Bills  for  local  Acts  ? 
— In  the  first  place  they  look  carefully  at  the  form  of 
tlie  clauses,  to  see  that  ihey  are  consistent  in  them- 
selves, and  are  such  as  would  not  be  likely  to  give 
rise  to  difficulty  afterwards.  Then  they  would  point 
out  to  Parliament  matters  which  could  already  be 
dealt  with  under  the  general  law,  and  which,  there- 
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the  two.     They  would   call  attention   to  any  exten-  

sion  of  a  rronopoly  which  might  be  proposed  by  the     4  Aug.  18S7. 
local   Act,   and   the  Board   would   also   suggest   the       — — 
exclusion  of  matters  which  could  be  dealt  with  by 
means  of  byelaws,  and  which,  therefore,  need  not  be 
matters  of  express  statutoiy  enactment. 

63.  With  regard  to  rural  sanitary  authorities,  do 
they  possess  any  powers  as  to  markets?  —  None 
at  all. 

64.  Is  it  within  the  power  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  confer  such  powers  upon  them  ? — 
There  is  a  provision  in  the  Public  Health  Act 
which  enables  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
invest  a  rural  authority  with  all  or  any  of  the 
powers  of  an  urban  authority  on  the  application  of 
the  rural  authority  or  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
ratepayers.  That  power  is  very  frequently  exer* 
cised  with  regard  to  sanitary  matters,  but  the  Board 
have  never  invested  a  rural  authority  with  power  with 
regard  to  markets.  They  have  very  rarely  been 
asked  to  do  so,  but  their  view  has  rather  been  that 
the  object  of  the  section  was  that  a  rural  authority 
should  have  extended  sanitary  powers  rather  than 
powers  of  town  government,  and  that  if  powers  of 
town  government  were  required  it  would  be  better 
that  an  urban  authority  itself  should  be  constituted. 
There  are  difiiculties  too  in  actually  conferring  market 
powers  upon  rural  sanitary  authorities,  supposing 
that  the  Bioard  were  willing  to  do  so.  For  instance, 
the  Act  provides  that  the  consent  of  two-thirds  shall 
be  given  for  the  exercise  of  market  powers  in  the 
case  of  a  town  council,  and  the  consent  of  owners  and 
ratepayers  in  the  case  of  other  urban  authorities ;  and 
it  would  not  be  deai*  which  of  those  provisions  would 
apply  if  the  rural  authority  were  invested  with  • 
those  powers.  Then,  further,  the  power  would  pro- 
bably be  required  for  a  portion  only  of  the  rural 
district  where  there  was  a  small  town  ;  and  the 
salaries  of  ofiicers,  which  would  be  one  of  the  expenses 
which  the  sanitary  authority  would  incur,  could  not 
be  charged  merely  upon  that  portion  of  the  district, 
but  would  be  a  charge  upon  the  whole  district. 

65.  How  many  sanitary  authorities  are  there? — 
There  are  aliout  a  thousand  urban  sanitary  authorities. 
The  actual  number  in  1886  was  990  urban  sanitary 
authorities,  and  576  rural  sanitary  authorities. 

66.  Can  you  state  the  numlier  of  markets  in  each 
description  of  district  which  are  in  the  hands  of  local 
authorities,  of  trading  companies,  and  of  private 
persons  respectively  ? — That  information,  so  far  as  it 
is  contained  in  the  return  which  was  moved  for  in 
1886,  has  been  abstracted  and  the  result  is  this :  that 
in  boroughs  the  number  of  markets  belonging  to 
corporations  appears  to  be  220,  there  are  10  cases  in 
which  tolls  are  leased  to  corporations,  there  are 
13  cases  in  which  the  markets  belong  to  companies, 
and  22  cases  of  m'>rkets  belonging  to  Other  persons. 
That  would  make  265  markets  in  boroughs.  Then, 
taking  other  urban  districts,  the  number  of  markets 
belonging  to  sanitary  authorities  appeal's  to  be  93 ; 
tolls  are  leased  to  them  in  31  cases,  there  are  36  be- 
longing to  companies,  and  106  belonging  to  other 
persons,  making  a  total  of  266. 

67.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Does  that  return  include 
the  metropolis  ? — Those  figures  do  not  include  the 
metropolis. 

68.  Have  you  any  enumeration  of  the  number  of 
markets  in  the  metropolis,  public  and  private  ? — No, 
the  Local  Goyemment  Board  have  no  control  over 
the  local  authorities  in  the  metropolis  with  regard  to 
markets. 

69.  {Mr.  Childers.)  When  you  speak  of  the  metro- 
polis, what  do  yon  mean  exactly ;  what  is  excluded  ? 
— What  I  mean  by  the  metropous  is  the  area  subject 
to  the  Metropolis  Management  Act,  1855.  There  were 
belonging  to  public  bodies  in  rural  districts  26  markets, 
belonging  to  companies  15,  belonging  to  other  persons 
148,  and  there  i»i "  some  others,  ^  in  number,  as 
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to  which  it  does  not  appear  to  whom  they  do  belong, 
making  a  total  of  235.  That  would  make  the  total 
number  of  markets  766. 

70.  {Mr.  Little.)  That  is  in  England  and  Wales, 
exclusive  of  the  metropolis  ? — Yes. 

71.  {Chairman.)  In  some  districts  we  understand 
there  are  no  markets  ? — In  15  boroughs,  in  455  other 
orban  districts,  and  in  400  rural  distncts,  there  appear 
to  be  no  markets. 

72.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  Are  there  any  exceptions 
besides  the  metropolis? — No,  there  are  no  other 
exceptions. 

73.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  give  particulars  as  to 
bow  the  markets  have  been  acquired,  by  charter,  by 
prescription,  or  under  statutory  powers,  or  otherwise, 
in  urban  districts  ? — In  boroughs  89  appear  to  have 
been  acquired  by  charter,  15  by  prescription,  and 
under  statutory  powers  62.  There  are  32  which 
appear  to  have  been  acquired  by  charter  or  prescrip- 
tion, aided  by  statutory  powers;  by  purchase  or 
grant  19,  and  three  as  to  which  particulars  are  not 
given.  Then,  coming  to  other  urban  districts,  there 
is  one  granted  by  charter,  six  by  prescription,  under 
statutory  power  64,  and  by  purchase  or  transfer  19. 

74.  Are  you  aware  of  any  cases  where  tolls  are 
received  without  any  accommodation  bein^  provided 
in  return  ? — ^The  return  shows  some  such  cases.  For 
instance,  Maidstone  is  such  a  case,  where  the  tolls 
amount  to  1,059/.,  and  Yarmouth  appears  to  be  such 
a  case,  where  the  tolls  amount  to  970/. ;  Tamworth 
appears  to  be  also  such  a  case,  where  the  tolls 
amount  to"  112/.,  and  Welshpool,  where  the  tolls 
amount  to  440/.  These  are  all  boroughs.  Then 
there  are  some  others  as  well.  There  is,  for  instance, 
Middleton  and  Tonge,  where  the  tolls  are  103/. 

75.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  cases,  are  there 
not,  where  the  local  authorities  have  spent  large  sums 
on  the  market? — Very  large  suras  in  some  cases. 
For  instance,  at  Manchester  it  appears  that  the 
manorial  rights  were  acquired  at  a  cost  of  200,000/. 
in  1846,  and  that  the  Town  Council  have  since 
expended  in  market  extensions  and  approaches 
359,000/.  The  gross  receipts  in  1885  were  returned, 
I  think,  at  45,000/.  In  Liverpool  the  expenditure  on 
market  buildings  has  been  165,000/.,  and  the  gross 
receipts  in  1885  were  26,500/.  At  Birmingham  the 
Town  Council  spent  211,000/.  on  markets  and  the 
gross  receipts  in  the  year  were  19,000/.  At  Leeds 
the  expenditure  was  249,000/.,  and  the  gross  receipts 
15,000/. 

76.  Can  you  state  the  total  amount  of  the  revenues 
of  the  local  authorities  in  respect  of  markets  in  any 
particular  year? — The  local  taxation  returns,  which 
are  made  by  all  the  local  authorities,  give  some  in- 
formation upon  that  point.  The  revenues  of  town 
councils  from  markets  in  the  year  ending  the  25th  of 
March  1885  appeared  to  amount  to  352,000/.,  and  of 
the  other  urban  authorities  31,700/.  That  would  make 
a  total  of  383,700/. 

77.  {Mr.  Little.)  That  again  is  gross,  I  suppose  ? 
— Yes,  that  would  again  be^  I  think,  gross. 

78.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  give  us  the  expenditure 
in  the  year  not  dejfrayed  out  of  loans  for  market 
purposes  ? — In  the  case  of  town  councils  it  amounted 
to  136,000/.,  and  in  the  case  of  other  urban  authorities 
to  14,000/.,  making  a  net  sum  of  150,000/.  But  that 
amount  does  not  include  the  charges  in  respect  of 
loans,  that  is  to  say,  interest  and  instalments  on 
provision  made  for  repayment. 

79.  {31r.  Little.)  Is  it  given  under  the  different 
heads  in  the  returns? — It  is  put  together  in  the 
returns. 

80.  ( Chairman.)  Can  you  now  give  us  the  amount 
of  outstanding  loans?— The  amount  of  outstanding 
loans  in  the  case  of  town  councils  was  1,900,000/. 

81.  For  markets  alone  ? — For  markets  alone.  The 
amount  of  the  outstanding;  loans  in  the  case  of  other 
urban  authorities  was  257,000/.  The  loans  received 
during  the  year  ended  the  25th  of  March  1885  were  as 
follows  !  Town  councils,  72,000/. ;  and   other  urban 


authorities,  2,500/.  Those  sums  are  not  precisely  the 
same  as  the  amounts  actually  spent  out  of  loans  during 
the  year,  because  they  may  have  received  some  money 
during  the  year  from  loans  which  they  did  not  spend 
during  that  year.  The  figures  as  to  the  amounts 
actually  spent  out  of  loans  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  :  In  the  case  of  town  councils,  64,000/. ;  arc* 
in  the  case  of  other  urban  authorities,  1,200/. 

82.  I  presume  we  may  look  forward  to  a  time  when 
the  capital  charges  will  be  paid  off? — Yes. 

83.  When  that  is  done  it  has  been  suggested  that 
free  markets  should  be  established,  have  you  formed 
any  opinion  upon  that  proposal  ? — ^There  are  one  or 
two  points  which  I  would  suggest  should  be  borne 
in  mmd;  one  is  that  although  the  capital  charges 
might  be  paid  off  yet  still  there  would  always  be 
charges  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  of  the  market 
and  the  keeping  it  in  order ;  where  there  was  a 
market  house,  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  structure 
and  the  salaries  of  any  officers  who  were  employed 
in  connexion  with  it.  So  that  it  would  not  follow 
that  there  was  no  charge  at  all  to  the  district  because 
the  debt  was  paid  off.  Then  again,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  are 
not  the  only  people  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
market,  but  that  persons  come  in  from  outside,  from 
the  adjoining  areas,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  and 
selling  goods  in  the  market. 

84.  But  when  a  free  market  is  spoken  of,  do  you 
understand  that  to  mean  an  entire  absence  of  all  tolls 
and  charges,  or  do  you  rather  understand  it  to  mean, 
as  I  do,  that  there  should  be  no  tolls  or  charges 
beyond  those  which  are  necessary  to  meet  the  working 
expenses  ? — I  was,  in  giving  my  answer,  speaking  of 
the  former  class  of  cases  where  there  were  no  charges 
at  all  made  in  respect  of  the  markets. 

85.  {lA>rd  Balfour.)  You  spoke  of  the  Markets 
and  Fairs  Clauses  Consolidation  Act;  am  I  right 
in  supposing  that  there  is  now  no  means  by  which 
a  new  market  can  be  established  without  the  in- 
corporation of  the  clauses  of  that  Act  in  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  market  is  established  ? — That 
Act  would  only  apply  supposing  that  a  new  market 
were  set  up  by  statute  and  the  statute  itself  incor- 
porated the  Markets  and  Fairs  Act,  as  it  no  doubt 
would.  But  supposing  that  a  grant  were  given  from 
the  Crown  for  a  market  that  Act  would  not  apply. 

86.  But  are  grant?  ever  given  from  the  Crown  now- 
a-days  for  markets  ? — ^I  do  not  think  they  ever  are. 
I  was  dealing  merely  with  the  possibility  in  point  of 
law. 

87.  You  mentioned,  in  answer  to  a  question  in  the 
earlier  part  of  your  evidence,  the  possibility  of  new 
markets  interfering  with  old  ones,  and  you  mentioned 
some  cases  in  which  the  question  of  interference  ha<l 
been  the  subject  of  legal  decision ;  is  trial  in  the  Law 
Courts  the  only  authoritative  means  of  deciding  the 
question  whether  a  new  market  does  interfere  with 
an  existing  market  or  not  ? — It  would  be  so. 

88.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  no  power 
of  arbitration  in  the  matter  ? — ^None  whatever. 

89.  Are  many  such  cases  referred  to  the  Law 
Courts  ? — No,  not  a  large  number. 

90.  I  suppose  that  after  a  market  is  once  established 
and  money  for  it  has  been  borrowed  and  the  byelaws 
and  tolls  fixed,  the  powers  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  over  that  market  are  extremely  limited? — 
Quite  so  ;  practically  they  have  no  powers  after  these 
matters  have  been  dealt  with. 

91.  They  have  no  power  of  inspection  from  time 
to  time  ? — No,  they  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter, 
except  in  relation  to  the  particular  subjects  referred  to. 

92.  There  are  certain  powers  of  inspection  in  cattle 
markets  conferred  upon  the  Privy  Council,  are  there 
not  ? — Yes,  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  1878. 

93.  You  mentioned  four  places  as  examples  of  places 
where  there  were  considerable  market  tolls  drawn 
without  any  return,  so  far  as  you  know,  being  made 
for  those  charges ;  in  whose  hands  are  those  rights  to 
draw  tolls ;  are  they  in  the  hands  of  prix^te  individuals 
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or  of  corporatioQB  ?-- -The  cases  I  mentioned  were 
cases  in  which  the  corporation  had  the  power,  hut 
there  are  no  doubt  other  cases  where  the  rights  to 
lev}'  tolls  are  in  priyate  hands. 

94.  Are  those  grants  of  rights  under  which  these 
tolls  are  exacted  of  ancient  date  ? — ^In  one  of  them 
which  I  mentioned  it  does  not  apppear ;  that  is,  Maid- 
stone. The  information  given  is  merely  that  the 
market  was  established  nnder  a  local  Act.  Probab^, 
in  some  of  them,  that  is  the  case ;  for  instance,  at 
Yarmouth  the  market  rights  are  conferred  by  charter, 
and  therefore  they  may  be  presumed  to  have  been 
conferred  some  time  ago.  , 

05.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  which  the  right 
to  take  tolls  is  in  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  and 
in  which  no  return  is  made  in  the  way  of  accommo- 
dation for  the  tolls  exacted  ? — There  are  such  cases 
no  doubt,  but  the  difficulty  in  giving  instances  is 
this  :  that  the  return  does  not  usually  show  what  the 
amount  of  the  tolls  is  in  cases  in  which  they  are  in 
private  hands.  The  return  as  moved  for  was  merely 
for  information,  so  far  as  the  particulars  could  be 
obtained  from  the  local  authorities ;  and  application 
was  therefore  made  to  the  local  authorities  for  the 
information,  and  they  had  not  got  the  information  so 
far  as  the  private  persons  were  concerned. 

96.  But  the  local  authorities  would  be  able  to  give 
this  Commission  the  names  of  those  who  have  the 
right  to  take  the  tolls  in  order  that  we  might  find  that 
out  ? — Undoubtedly. 

97.  Does  the  Local  Government  Board  ever  receive 
complaints  fi-om  people  who  consider  themselves 
aggrieved,  under  the  impression  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  more  power  than  it  has  in  the 
matter  of  markets  ? — I  do  not  call  to  mind  any  instance 
at  this  moment.  Of  course  they  do  receive  complaints 
of  that  kind  with  regard  to  a  great  number  of  matters 
in  which  their  powers  are  not  so  wide  as  the  com- 
plainants suppose,  but  I  do  not  call  to  mind  any  such 
case  with  regard  to  markets.  * 

98.  {Mr,  Childers,)  You  said  that  the  exceptions 
to  the  prohibitions  against  trading  outside  the  market 
were  when  the  trading  was  in  the  shop  of  a  trader ; 
those  are  exceptions  in  the  Act,  are  they  not  ? — They 
are  exceptions  in  the  Act. 

99.  Are  there  any  further  exceptions  in  the  case  of 
charters ;  are  there  any  charters  which  confer  greater 
powers  and  prevent  trading  within  the  district  ? — I 
am  not  able  to  say  precisely  what  the  charters  contain, 
but  there  are  undoubtedly  cases  where  there  are 
greater  restrictions  which  have  been  conferred  by 
local  Acts. 

100.  Could  you  give  any  description  of  what  those 
restrictions  are  ? — For  instance,  the  removal  of  the 
exemption  with  regard  to  hawkers  would  be  a  case 
in  point. 

101.  Are  there  any  cas^s  in  which  private  persons, 
even  on  their  own  premises,  are  restricted  from  sale 
by  the  operation  of  these  charters  ?-— Yes,  there  is  a 
case  referred  to  in  one  of  the  decisions,  the  case  of 
Macclesfield,  I  think,  where  it  would  appear  that  there 
was  a  custom  under  which  butchers  were  precluded 
from  selling  in  their  own  shops  on  market  day. 

102.  These  restrictions  relate  as  a  rule  to  market 
days,  do  they  not  ? — Quite  so. 

103.  Are  there  any  special  fish  markets  which 
have  privileges  outside  the  metropolis? — I  do  not 
remember  any  that  have  confb  under  the  Board's 
notice  at  all.  Of  course  fish  is  one  of  the  matters 
that  sanitary  authorities  can  deal  with  under  their 
general  powers. 

104.  But  are  there  any  cases  in  which  prohibition 
to  sell  fish  except  at  a  market  exists,  although  tho  sale 
may  be  on  the  premises  of  the  seller? — I  do  not 
remember  any  special  case. 

105.  No  seaside  market  on  the  east  coast,  for 
instance? — I  do  not  think  that  any  cdse  has  come 
under  the  Board's  notice. 

106.  Would  vou  be  good  enougii  to  tell  me  what  is 
understood  to   be   the  definition   of  the  distinction 


between  markets  and  fairs  ? — I  think  that  a  fair  is 
nothing  more  than  a  large  market  held  at  long 
intervals. 

107.  Fairs  are  very  often  held  annually  or  quarterly, 
or  three  times  a  year  in  some  cases  ;  a  parket  is 
customary  once  a  week,  but  has  there  been  a  defini- 
tion of  the  distinction  ? — No  ;  I  have  looked  into  that 
matter,  and  1  dp  not  find  that  there  Jias  been  any 
distinct  definition  as  to  what  is  the  difference  between 
a  market  and  a  fair.  The  only  difference  that  I  can 
suggest  is  the  length  of  the  interval  between  the 
holding  of  the  markets  as  compared  with  the  interval 
between  the  holding  of  the  fairs. 

108.  That  uncertainty  is  rather  inconvenient,  is  it 
not  ? — It  is. 

109.  Has  it  ever  been  found  so  ?  Have  you  ever 
had  a  case  at  the  Local  Government  Board  where  a 
market  has  been  stated  to  be  a  fair,  and  outside  their 
jurisdiction? — We  have  not  had  it  exactly  in  that 
shape,  but  where  we  have  pointed  out  that  the  sanitary 
authority  can  only  deal  with  markets  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  they  have  sometimes  suggested  that  a  fair 
ought  to  be  considered  a  market,  there  being  no  real 
distinction  between  the  two,  and  that  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  both. 

110.  Within  a  local  government  jurisdiction,  whether 
a  borough  or  not,  where  a  l^al  market  could  only  be 
set  up  by  the  local  authority,  you  have  had,  have  you 
not,  cases  of  a  field  being  used  for  a  fair  ad  invitum 
of  the  local  authorities? — Yes,  I  think  there  have 
been  such  cases. 

111.  Very  inconvenient  cases  ? — Yes. 

1 12.  With  respect  to  the  maikets  in  streets,  they 
are  so  held  under  the  idea  that  the  local  authority  has 
jurisdiction  over  the  soil  of  the  street;  have  there  not 
arisen  complaints  of  the  use  of  streets  for  markets  on 
the  part  of  shopkeepers  or  others  in  the  streets  ? — 
Yes,  they  have  at  times  objected  to  that 

113.  Have  those  complaints  come  before  you  in 
any  shape  ? — No,  they  have  not  come  before  us. 

114.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  been  the 
subject  of  litigation  ? — ^I  do  not  know. 

115.  You  spoke  of  the  character  of  the  loans,  and 
you  said  that  they  must  be  all  repaid  within  60  years  ; 
are  those  loans  always  paid  in  the  nature  of  annuities 
so  that  an  equal  amount  is  spread  over  the  term  ? — 
They  must  be  paid  off  in  one  of  three  ways,  either 
by  equal  annual  instalments  of  principal,  or  of 
principal  and  interest  combined,  or  by  means  of  a 
sinking  fund  consisting  of  such  a  sum  set  apart  in 
each  year  that  the  a^umulations  will  pay  the  loan 
off  within  the  period  prescribed. 

116.  Does  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  favour 
either  of  the  three  ? — The  Public  Health  Act  leaves 
it  entirely  to  the  local  authority,  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  therefore  Imve  no  jurisdiction  in 
the  matter ;  but  of  the  three  ways  they  would  rather 
prefer  that  the  local  authority  did  not  take  the  last, 
namely,  the  sinking  fund,  because  there  is  always  a 
risk  where  there  is  a  sinking  fund  of  its  being  used 
in  circumstances  of  emergency  for  some  other  pui'pose. 

117.  I  suppose  you  would  rather  favour  what  the 
Treasuiy  always  favour,  the  payment  by  annuity  ? — 
We  should. 

118.  {Sir  James  Carry ^  When  a  local  authority 
applies  to  the  Local  Government  Board  with  reference 
to  the  establishment  of  a  market  is  that  granted  by 
provisional  order? — No,  a  provisional  order  would 
only  be  necessary  if  it  was  desired  to  purchase  land 
compulsorily. 

119.  Not  for  the  establi6hment  of  the  market 
itself? — The  actual  establishment  of  the  market 
would  not  directly  require  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  at  all.  Indirectly  it  would,  because 
a  loan  would  no  doubt  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  ; 
but  it  would  only  be  in  connexion  with  the  borrowing 
of  money  that  the  Board  would  have  any  authority 
in  the  matter. 

120.  Have  you  many  applications  for  provisional 
orders  in  that  way,  so  avS  \o  enable  them  to  borrow 
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money  ? — The  order  would  not  be  provisional  if  it 
was  only  for  the  borrowing  of  money ;  it  would 
be  merely  an  application  for  the  sanction  to  the 
borrowing  of  money.  A  provisional  order  is  an 
order  which  only  takes  effect  after  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  Parliament.  There  are  not  many  applications 
with  regard  to  sanctions  to  loans  for  market  purposes. 
I  think  there  were  about  30  cases  in  the  last  three 
years. 

121 .  Are  there  any  free  markets  at  all  now  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

122.  You  do  not  know  whether  in  the  case  of 
markets  held  in  private  buildings  the  tolls  are  always 
levied  ? — 'No. 

123.  Of  course  you  have  no  knowledge  of  how 
these  things  are  done  in  Ireland? — ^None  at  all ;  they 
do  not  come  under  our  notice  at  all. 

124.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Has  any  case  come  before  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  which,  either  under 
charter  or  prescription,  or  perhaps  under  special 
statute,  there  is  a  power  to  levy  a  toll  on  marketable 
goods  at  the  entrance  to  the  district,  although  the 
goods  do  not  go  to  the  market  ? — I  do  not  think  that 
case  has  come  before  the  Board. 

125.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  I  do  not  think  that 
you  called  attention  to  the  statutory  provision  as  to 
the  settlement  of  disputes  about  stallages  ? — That  is 
in  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  the  39th  section 
of  which  provides  that  if  any  dispute  arises  concern- 
ing a  stallage  rent  or  toll,  a  justice,  on  application, 
is  to  determine  the  dispute,  and  to  make  such  order 
as  he  thinks  is  necessary,  and,  in  default  of  the  , 
payment  of  the  money  awarded,  the  money  and  costs 
may  be  levied  by  distress. 

126.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  this  section  is  used  ?— 1  think  none  at  all. 

127.  Nor  as  to  the  character  of  the  court  ? — None 
at  all,  I  think. 

128.  May  I  ask  whether  you  have  ever  had  any 
complaint  at  the  Local  Government  Board  of  the 
juri»liction  of  the  magistrates  in  this  respect  ? — No,  I 
think  not. 

129.  I  presume  that  in  the  local  Bills  there  have 
been  powers  taken  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of 
market  rights  ? — Certainly. 

130.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  whether  it 
would  be  desirable  to  take  a  general  Act  giving  such 
powers  to  local  authorities  ? — 1  am  not  aware  of  any 
reason  why  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  purchase  land 
compulsorily  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  purchase 
rights  as  well. 

131.  With  reference  to  the  amounts  received  by 
local  authorities,  you  have  given  us  the  total  amounts 
received,  and  in  several  cases  the  amounts  received  by 
different  boroughs,  and  also  the  charges  upon  them, 
but  not  including  the  charges  for  the  sinking  fund 
and  the  interest  ;  are  you  able  in  any  way  to  show 
what  the  net  amount  would  be  either  as  to  the  boroughs 
in  the  aggregate  or  as  to  any  of  those  particular 
boroughs,  after  taking  both  the  outgoings  and  the 
charges  for  the  debt  ? — ^That  has  not  b^n  done  at 
present  in  the  returns  which  have  been  prepared,  but 
it  would  be  possible,  I  think,  to  do  it.  It  could  only 
be  done  by  going  through  the  loan  returns  in  each 
case  (the  local  authorities  make  returns  in  respect  of 
their  loans),  and  taking  out  the  amounts  with  regard 
to  the  markets. 

132.  But  du  you  think  that  it  could  be  done  in  the 
Local  Government  Office  ? — It  would  be  a  very  heavy 
business  to  do  with  regard  to  all  the  boroughs. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  it  with  regard 
to  particular  cases. 

133.  {Lord  Balfour.)  It  would  be  better  done, 
would  it  not,  by  reference  to  the  boroughs  them- 
selves ? — ^Yes ;  but  it  would  require  a  good  deal  of 
clieckiag. 

134.  {Mr,  Childers.)  Market  tolls  are  not  mort- 
gaged, I  think  ? — Tliey  are  not. 

135.  Therefore  these  loans  are  part  of  the  general 
loans? — ^That  is  the  point;  they  are  a  part  of  the 
general  indebtedness  of  the  local  authority. 


136.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  although  they 
are  not  mortgaged  themselves,  is  it  not  the  case  that 
when  a  corporation  goes  for  the  issue  of  an  amount  of 
corporation  stock  the  income  which  is  received  from 
the  market  tolls  is  often  included  as  one  of  the  assets 
which  is  offered  to  the  creditor  as  security  for  his 
debt?— Yes,  when  I  said  that  the  tolls  were  not 
mortgaged  I  was  speaking  merely  of  the  power  which 
is  conferred  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  does 
not  give  any  power  for  that  purpose ;  but  no  doubt 
it  might  be  one  of  the  matters  looked  to  by  the 
lender  of  the  money. 

137.  Have  you  not  known  of  cases  where  it  is 
specifically  mentioned  as  being  part  of  the  security 
offered  ? — ^Tes,  I  believe  there  are  such  cases. 

138.  {Mr.  Elton.)  1  understood  that  you  divided 
the  markets  as  those  arising  by  charter,  prescription, 
or  local  Act,  and  those  under  the  general  statute? — 
Yes. 

139*  You  have  given  us  the  number  under  the 
general  Act,  is  it  possible  to  state  how  many  market 
rights  and  franchises  exist  under  the  other  headings 
such  as  prescription  and  charter  ?  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  there  are  a  large  number  of  manors  having'  the 
right  to  hold  markets  which  are  not  necessarily  in 
use  at  the  present  moment  ? — Certainly  that  might  be 
so,  but  there  would  be  some  difficulty  of  course  in 
obtaining  information  with  regard  to  those  cases.  I 
apprehend  that  the  only  way  of  doing  it  perhaps  would 
he  by  information  being  obtain^  from  the  local 
authorities  as  to  what  cases  there  were  of  that  kind 
in  their  neighbourhood. 

140.  A  market  right  is  a  kind  of  franchise  that 
would  be  lost  by  long  disuse  ? — ^No  doubt. 

141.  Therefore,  if  there  had  not  been  a  market  in 
the  district  for  a  long  time,  you  would  presume  that 
none  was  likely  to  be  put  into  operation,  though  you 
could  not  actually  say  that  there  was  none?  — 
Quite  so. 

142.  Most  of  the  borough  markets,  I  presume,  are 
prescriptive  ? — Yes. 

143.  And  the  rights  of  a  prescriptive  market  would 
be  larger  than  those  of  a  statutory  market  ? — No 
doubt. 

144.  Do  you  suppose  that  as  a  general  rule  the 
borough  markets  are  larger  in  point  of  power  than 
the  modem  statutory  markets  ?  As  the  Bight  Hon. 
gentleman  suggested  to  you,  sometimes  they  can  pre- 
vent your  deling  in  your  own  shop  on  market  day  ? 
— Certainly.  What  I  was  thinking  of  was  whether 
you  could  say  that  that  was  so  generally. 

145.  They  might  or  might  not  be  liable,  but  in 
many  "cases  they  are  ? — ^That  is  so. 

146.  The  case  of  Taunton,  for  instance,  was  men- 
tioned in  a  debate  lately ;  is  not  that  one  of  the  places 
where  you  cannot  sell  in  a  shop  on  market  days 
without  a  license  from  the  authority  ? — I  believe  it 
is ;  and  that  is  one  of  the  markets  of  which  you  are 
speaking,  which  was  acquired  by  prescription. 

147.  That  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  markets?— 
Yes. 

148.  It  dates  from  times  long  before  the  Norman 
Conquest.  It  is  said  to  be  very  ancient,  and  that  is  a 
place  where  the  monopoly  is  stated  to  be  very  severe, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  authority.  There  are  market  tnistees  there,  I 
think. 

149.  There  are  cases,  are  there  not,  where  the 
markets  belong  to  charities  in  the  boroughs  ? — Yes,  to 
charitable  trustees. 

150.  Do  you  recollect  any  examples  of  that  ? — The 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  for  instance,  hold  a  cer- 
tain number  themselves. 

151.  And  small  local  charities? — Yes. 

152.  One  example  will  be  enougb  to  raise  the 
point.  Are  )ou  aware  that  there  is  a  claim,  ^or  in- 
stance, at  Taunton,  that  a  charity  is  interested  in  the 
possession  of  the  market  ? — I  am  not  familiar  with  the 
Taunton  case. 
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153.  I  do  not  say  that  they  are,  but  there  is  such  a 
claim  there,  and  there  might  be  other  cases  of  the 
same  kind  ? — Yes. 

154.  When  did  the  grants  of  markets  by  charter 
cease,  so  far  as  you  know  ? — ^I  do  not  know  precisely 
when  they  ceased. 

155.  They  were  continued  into  modem  times,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes. 

156.  I  mean,  at  any  rate,  into  the  laet  century  ? — I 
think  not  so  late,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

157.  It  is  not  a  very  ancient  thing  that  has  been 
obsolete  for  a  long  tune  ? — No. 

158.  With  regard  to  the  difference  between  fiftirs 
and  markets,  you  said  that  fairs  were  great  markets 
held  at  longer  intervals  than  ordinary  markets ;  those 
fairs  are  generally  held  on  a  particular  feast  day  in 
the  year,  are  they  not?— They  are. 

159.  Are  they  generally  hdd  on  one  Saint's  day  in 
the  year,  or  on  more  than  one  ? — I  ought  to  say  that 
we  have  very  little  information  with  regard  to  the 
&irs  themselves ;  they  do  not  come  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

160.  I  was  only  trying  to  make  your  answer  clear. 
A  fair  is  a  large  market  held  on  some  named  feast 
day,  or  feast  days  in  the  year  ? — What  I  intended  to 
say  was  that  it  was  a  large  market  held  at  a  com- 
paratively longer  interval  than  the  ordinary  market. 

161.  It  Is  generally  held  at  least  once  in  the  year, 
is  it  not? — Yes. 

162.  And  on  the  same  day  in  the  year  ? — Certainly. 
103.  (Mr.  Little.)   And   on  following    days  very 

fi^uently  ? — ^Yes. 

164.  {Mr.  Elton.)  The  day  before  a  feast  day  and 
the  day  after,  or  during  the  octave,  as  they  call  it  ? — 
Yes. 

165.  You  have  not  found  an  exact  authority  for  the 
statement  that  a  fair  is  a  great  market? — I  think  that 
a  fair  is  a  market.  I  looked  for  an  exact  legal  dis- 
tinction between  a  market  and  a  fair,  and  that  I  could 
not  find. 

166.  On  the  other  hand,  the  text  books  state,  do 
they  not,  that  a  fair  is  a  great  market  ? — Yes. 

167.  The  difference  between  tolls  and  stallages  you 
explained,  I  think ;  the  toll  is  pajrment  for  passing  on, 
to,  or  over  the  land,  is  it  not  ? — ^Yes. 

168.  And  the  stallage  is  for  occupying  the  surface 
of  the  land  ?— That  is  so. 

169.  And  that  includes  pickage  for  breaking  the 
soil,  does  it  nor  ? — Yes. 

170.  And  those  stallages  and  pickages  are  the 
fruits  of  a  market  franchise,  which  are  real  property, 
and  descend  like  other  land,  do  they  not  ?  —  I 
believe  so. 

171.  Are  the  market  courts  that  used  to  be  held, 
obsolete ;  I  am  thinking  of  the  case  of  Bristol  Do 
you  recollect  whether  there  is  a  court  held  at  Bristol  ? 
— I  have  not  any  information  on  that  subject. 

172.  That  would  be  part  of  the  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  the  market  ? — Yes,  I  presume  so. 

173.  In  some  of  those  cases  where  there  is  no  ac- 
commodation they  might,  till  lately,  have  held  a 
market  court,  might  they  not,  by  way  of  accommoda- 
tion?—  Yes,  but  the  statement  that  certain  local 
authorities  have  no  accommodation  is  taken  from  their 
own  return  as  to  what  they  have  done. 

174.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  system  of  having 
a  court  for  remedying  the  abuses  in  a  market,  called 
the  Piepoudre  court,  which  is  obsolete,  except  perhaps 
at  one  or  two  places,  such  as  Bristol  ? — ^No. 

175.  You  said  that,  no  doubt,  private  individuals 
take  tolls  without  giving  accommodation.  Can  you 
say  why  you  have  no  doubt  upon  the  subject? — ^The 
return  gives  such  cases.  There  is  one  case  that  I 
happen  to  see  in  which  the  market  rights  belong  to 
private  persons ;  the  receipt  is  in  that  case  extremely 
small,  but  there  it  is  stated  that  there  is  no  accom- 
modation provided. 

176.  What  you  intended  to  convey  by  the  answer 
about  there  being  no  accommodation  i^ers  to  tne 
present  condition  as  stated  by  the  parties  themselves, 
and  does  not  go  back  to  the  origin  of  die  market  ?^- 

U    55780. 


Not  at  all.  It  is  merely  intended  to  be  a  statement 
based  upon  the  return  furnished  by  the  local 
authorities. 

177.  There  are  provisoes,  I  presume,  for  dealing 
with  the  misuse  of  the  market  rights ;  you  have  said, 
I  think,  that  there  was  an  action  ;  was  there  not 
another  proceeding,  an  inquisition  ad  quod  damnum  ; 
has  that  come  within  your  experience  ? — ^Ihat  has  not 
come  within  my  experience. 

178.  You  do  not  say  that  there  might  not  be  an 
inquisition  as  well  as  an  action  ? — No. 

179.  In  the  natural  course  of  things,  if  there  was  a 
misuse  of  the  franchise  there  would  be  an  inquisition 
or  inquest  ? — I  have  not  any  information  about  that. 

180.  The  action  against  a  person  for  selling  things 
in  a  market  is  based  upon  depriving  the  plaintiff  of 
his  toll,  is  it  not  $  that  must  be  the  cause  of  action  ? 
— Quite  so. 

181.  And  therefore  that  would  explain  your  answer 
that  it  would  only  be  if  there  was  a  market  con- 
venience that  the  market  right  must  not  be  infringed  ? 
— Certainly.. 

182.  If  it  was  not  market  day  he  would  not  be 
depriving  the  plaintiff  of  his  toll  by  selling  the 
article  ? — Quite  so. 

183.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  exemptions  from 
market  tolls ;  are  there  any  classes  of  persons  who  are 
exempt  now,  or  are  the  tolls  imposed  upon  every  one 
who  comes  to  market? — I  have  no  record  of  the 
exemptions. 

184.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Have  you  any  return,  or 
are  you  aware  of  how  many  markets  there  are  that 
have  been  established  by  grants  or  charters  from  the 
Crown? — Only  so  far  as  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  return 
gives  information  of  that  kind,  and  that  shows  that 
in  boroughs  there  are  89  cases  where  markets  have 
been  acquired  by  charter,  and  one  which  is  not  in 
a  borough.  That  number  probably  is  not  strictly 
correct,  because  in  the  return  they  deal  with  cases 
where  the  right  has  been  conferred  by  charter^  and 
they  also  put  those  in  where  the  statutory  powers 
had  been  given  afterwards.  They  do  not  keep  the 
two  classes  of  cases  distinct. 

185.  They  do  not  keep  those  cases  distinct  where 
the  mtirkets  were  originally  established  by  charter 
from  the  Crown  ? — No. 

186.  {Mr.  Little,)  Can  you  tell  me  whether  there 
is  any  distinction  in  the  position  of  buyer  and  seller 
in  a  market  and  in  a  shop  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade,  and  if  so,  what  the  distinction  is  ? — I  am  not 
liure  that  I  appreciate  the  question. 

187.  Is  there  any  difference  in  the  position  of  a 
buyer  and  seller  buying  and  i>elling  in  a  market  or 
buying  and  selling  m  the  ordinary  course  of  trade 
over  a  counter,  in  respect  of  the  thing  bought  ? — ^The 
buyer  acquires  the  property  in  it  apart  from  any  defect 
in  title,  if  it  is  a  purchase  in  market  overt,  but  then 
he  would  do  that  I  apprehend  if  he  purchased  it  in  a 
shop  in  certain  places. 

188.  Then  there  b  no  difference  P — lam  not  aware 
of  any  in  those  cases. 

189.  The  markets  have  been  said  to  be  established 
by  charter  or  prescription  or  by  special  statutory 
enactment ;  [  suppose  the  former  would  be  ancient 
and  the  latter  generally  modem  ? — Certainly. 

190.  Are  any  of  the  local  Acts  very  old,  or  have 
they  generally  been  passed  within  the  last  hundred 
years? — ^Those  which  have  come  under  our  notice 
have,  I  think,  been  within  the  last  hundred  years. 

191.  They  have  been  generally  modem?  —  Yes, 
generally  modem. 

192.  I  observe  that  a  number  of  these  markets 
were  established  by  local  private  Acts,  and  not  under 
the  general  Act ;  would  those  which  were  established 
under  local  Acts  generally  have  been  est<iblished 
before  these  powers  were  given  by  the  Markets  and 
Pairs  Act  or  the  Public  HeSth  Act  ?— No,  not  always. 
A  good  many  local  Acts  have  been  obtained  since  the 
grant  of  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act.    . 

198.  The  local  authority  would  want  to  get  some 
other  power  besides  that  of  establishing  a  market. 


Mr,  S.  B, 
Provis,  C.B. 
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Mr.  S.  B,      and  they  include  the  whole  in  one  Act  ?— That  would 

Provis.'c.k     be  SO.  n     ,  ,     .  :i.iE      w 

194.  It  is  not  on  account  of  there  being  a  difliculty 

4  Aug.  1887.     in  establishing  a  market  under  the  general  powers  ?— 

No  ;  I  think  it  i-arely  happens  that  a  local  authority 

goes  specially  for  a  market  Act  by  itself;  but  going 
for  other  matters  it  would  include  this,  being  desirous 
of  securing  all  their  requirements  by  one  Act,  and  there 
would  be  also,  of  course,  an  opportunity  when  doing 
so  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  some  larger  powers  than 
the  general  law  would  give. 

195.  I  do  not  exactly  remember  the  case,  but  do 
you  recollect  whether  at  Cambridge  they  did  not  get 
an  Act  on  purpose  to  buy  a  market  or  to  erect  a 
market  ?— Yes,  they  did.  There  was  a  decision  about 
that. 

196.  I  think  that  was  in  consequence  of  some 
peculiar  rights  of  the  University,  or  in  consequence 
of  some  difficulties  ? — The  Corporation  of  Cambridge 
are  not  the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

197.  With  regard  to  the  power  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  to  tolls,  I  did  not  quite  under- 
stand whether  the  Local  Government  Board  had  any 
power  reserved  to  themselves  to  revise  tolls  or  byelaws 
where  a  market  has  been  established  by  a  local  Act? 
— Not  unless  it  is  conferred  by  the  local  Act. 

198.  They  have  no  general  power? — ^No,  but,  of 
course,  in  modern  Acts  those  powers  are  usually 
given. 

199.  With  regard  to  those  local  authorities  that 
have  to  apply  to  the  Board  for  power  to  levy  tolls,  are 
the  tolls  sanctioned  by  the  Board  proposed  by  the  local 
authority  ? — Yes,  always. 

200.  And  I  suppose  they  would  be  rejected  by  the 
Board  if  they  were  exorbitant  ? — ^Yes. 

201.  Are  those  tolls  generally  tolls  on  articles  by 
measure,  or  weight,  or  number,  or  tale  ? — Yes. 

202.  Not  ad  ra /ore w  ?— Generally  by  size  or  by 
measure,  or  by  number  or  by  weight. 

203.  Do  you  know  whether  the  owners  of  the 
markets  are  under  any  obligation  to  provide  accom- 
modation ?— They  would  be,  no  doubt,  liable  for  any 
injury  done  from  want  of  proper  accommodation  in 
any  market  which  they  possessed.  There  was  the 
case  of  Lax  r.  the  Mayor  of  Darlington,  where  they 
had  erected  some  railings  round  a  statue  in  the  street, 
and  the  plaintiff  had  brought  cattle  into  the  market, 
and  a  cow  endeavoured  to  jump  over  the  railings  and 
was  killed;  and  it  was  held  by  the  court  that  the 
owners  of  the  market  were  under  an  obligation  to 
keep  the  market  place  free  from  danger  to  those  who 
frequented  it,  and  that  consequently  there  was  a 
liability  in  respect  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
imperfect  condition  of  it. 

204.  Then  by  common  law  the  owner  of  the  market 
has  some  duties  to  those  who  frequent  the  market  ?— 
Yes. 

205.  You  were  asked  a  question  as  to  the  power  of 
justices  in  cases  of  dispute;  do  you  know  how  far 
that  power  would  go  ?  The  justice  could  only  decide 
upon  facts  ? — I  should  say  that  we  have  never,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  had  any  cases  brought  under  our  notice 
in  relation  to  that  provision. 

206.  It  would  be  a  dispute,  I  suppose,  as  to  whether 
the  toll  was  properly  charged  and  properly  demanded, 
but  not  as  to  the  right  of  the  authority  to  take  the 
toll  ? — I  apprehend  that  the  section  was  intended  to 
deal  with  cases  where  there  was  a  dispute  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  toll. 

207.  Is  there  any  power  in  the  Local  Government 
Board  or  in  any  other  authority  to  regulate  the  amount 
of  the  toll  in  cases  of  markets  held  by  charter  ? — 
Only  if  they  apply. 

208.  Supposing  that  there  were  complaints  that  the 
tolls  in  a  market  held  under  charter  were  excessive 
what  remedy  would  there  be  ? — The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter 
at  all. 

209.  It  would  be  by  action  then? — It  must  be 
settled  by  a  court  of  law. 


210.  (Mr.  Harwood.)  Pursuing  the  last  question  a 
little  more  fully,  if  a  town,  council  for  instance,  come 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  obtain  power  to 
take  a  market,  and  allege  want  of  accommodation  and 
facilities,  do  you  compel  them  to  provide  such 
facilities  as  are  satisfactory  to  you  before  you  grant 
the  loan  ? — The  object  of  the  loan  would  be  to 
enable  them  to  provide  the  market,  or  to  make  ex- 
tensions of  it ;  and  there  would  be  a  local  inquiry,  and 
the  merits  of  the  application  would  be  considered  at 
the  inquiry,  and  if  it  appeared  that  the  proposal  was 
insufficient  the  loan  would  not  be  sanctioned. 

211.  Then  you  must  be  satisfied  that  this  extension 
is  about  to  be  a  local  benefit,  and  being  a  local  benefit 
to  the  district,  you  believe  that  it  will  facilitate  and 
cheapen  food  for  the  people,  because  that  case  must 
be  made  out  to  you  before  you  would  sanction  the 
expenditure  of  the  money.  Not  only  has  the  building, 
I  suppose,  to  be  worth  the  money  which  you  are 
about  to  lend,  but  the  building  or  buildings  must  be 
suitable  for  the  object  proposed  to  be  attained,  uid 
that  is  the  bringing  of  food  into  the  market,  and  the 
proper  distribution  of  that  food  among  the  people,  and 
the  cheapening  of  the  food.  Are  those  elements 
which  you  take  into  consideration  in  giving  permission 
for  the  lending  of  the  money  and  the  acquisition  of 
the  property  under  those  conditions? — The  way  in 
which  it  usually  comes  is  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
accommodation,  and  that  being  shown,  the  Board 
sanction  a  loan. 

212.  Supposing  that  this  property  remained  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  owner,  and  that  it  was  self-evident 
to  everybody  who  looked  at  it  that  the  private  owner 
was  not  making  the  provision  that  was  necessary,  and 
that  instead  of  enlarging  the  market  out  of  his 
receipts,  he  allowed  the  market  to  extend  upon  the 
streets,  as  in  the  case  that  was  given  last  week  in 
regard  to  Billingsgate  Market,  have  you  any  remedy 
against  a  private  owner  who  is  not  providing  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  goods  which  are  brought  into 
the  market,  and  who  yet  is  taking  the  toll  for  those 
goods  and  not  providing  suitable  accommodation  ? 
Would  a  private  citizen  have  any  redress  who  came 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  made  complaint 
that  neither  was  there  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  producer  to  bring  his  goods  into  the  market  nor 
was  there  sufficient  facility  when  he  brought  them  in 
for  exposing  the  goods,  nor  was  there  sufiicient  accom- 
modation for  the  public  to  purchase  the  goods? — ^The 
Local  Government  Board  would  not  be  able  to  help 
him  at  all ;  they  would  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter. 

213.  Then  the  Local  Government  Board  require 
more  at  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  than  they 
require  at  the  hands  of  a  private  owner  of  a  market  ? 
— The  Local  Government  Board  would  have  no 
power  with  regard  to  the  .owner  of  a  private  market  ; 
they  would  only  have  power  with  regard  to  local 
authorities,  because  their  sanction  would  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  local  authorities  to  borrow  money 
to  carry  out  their  proposal,  and  therefore  they  would 
deem  it  their  duty  to  examine  that  proposal ;  but  they 
have  no  compulsory  power  over  the  local  authority  in 
the  matter;  that  is  to  say,  that  supposing  a  local 
authority  were  negligent  in  providing  accommodation, 
the  Local  Government  Board  would  have  no  power  to 
compel  them  to  do  it. 

214.  But  you  would  have  power  over  them  in  the 
first  instance,  and  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
borrowed  the  money  ? — We  should  have  power  to  say. 
We  will  not  sanction  that  loan. 

215.  But  you  have  no  power  to  interfeie  witli  an 
ancient  right  ? — Quite  so. 

216.  You  said  that  in  three  years  you  lent  150,000/. 
to  forty  different  local  authorities ;  were  those  local 
authorities  satisfied  to  come  to  London  and  spend  the 
money  and  have  all  the  expenses  of  your  Commis- 
sioner going  down  to  inquire  into  these  matters  when 
forty  local  authorities  only  borrowed,  after  all  the 
inquiries,  150,000/.  ?  Have  you  no  complaints  about 
this  great  cost  and  great  trouble  ? — ^The  expense  is 
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exceedingly  small.  It  is  not  Decessarj  for  them  to 
come  to  London  at  all  in  connexion  with  an/  such 
matters.  They  apply  by  letter,  and  an  inspector  is 
sent  down  to  hold  an  inquiry.  The  only  costs  which 
is  charged  on  the  district  are  the  personal  and  travel- 
ling expenses  of  the  inspector,  and  they  amount  only 
to  a  few  pounds. 

217.  They  have  not  to  come  up  to  London  then 
and  make  a  representation  to  the  Local  Grovernment 
Boai-d  P—No. 

218.  Can  you  tell  us  how  it  is  that  the  metropolis 
is  excluded  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ? — The  authorities  with  which  the  Board 
are  concerned,  so  far  as  relates  to  this  matter,  are  the 
urban  sanitary  authorities,  and  there  are  no  sanitary 
authorities  of  that  kind  in  the  metropolis  at  all ;  the 
metropolitan  authorities  are  separate  and  distinct  bodies 
which  were  not  created  under  these  Acts  which  the 
Board  administer,  namely,  the  Public  Health  Act,  and 
the  Acts  for  which  that  Act  is  substituted.  So  far  as 
certain  matters  are  concerned,  of  course,  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  jurisdiction  in  the  metro- 
polis, for  instance,  iu  poor  law  matters. 

219.  {Lord  Balfour,)  One  of  the  subjects  re- 
ferred to  us  is  this :  in  what  ratio  market  tolls  and 
dues  stand  to  the  value  of  the  marketable  commo- 
dities on  which  they  are  levied ;  is  that  an  element 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  are  in  the  habit 
of  considering  when  they  have  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  tolls  brought  before  them  by  the  local  autho- 
rity ? — ^It  is  very  difficult  for  them  to  do  so.  They 
are  obUged  to  consider  the  application  made  by  the 
local  authority  when  they  send  up  their  tolls,  and 
they  endeavour,  in  the  first  place,  to  put  the  charges 
into  proper  form.     They  are  often  extremely  defective 


in  the  matter  of  form.  They  charge  so  much  for  a 
small  basket  aud  so  much  more  for  a  large  basket 
without  saying  how  it  should  be  determined  whether 
it  is  a  large  or  a  small  basket. 

220.  {Mr,  Elton,)  A  penny  per  pot  for  butchers' 
meat  ? — Yes. 

221.  {Lord  Balfour.)  It  is  obvious  to  everybody 
that  a  small  basket  may  contain  a  much  more  valuable 
commodity  than  is  contained  in  a  large  basket  ? — Yes, 
but  the  table  of  tolls  would  describe  what  was  to  be 
in  the  basket ;  a  basket  of  vegetables,  for  instance. 

222.  Have  you  any  means  of  saying  that  the  tolls 
and  dues  which  you  fix  stand  in  any  ratio,  which  is 
capable  of  being  tabulated,  to  the  commo<iities  which 
are  sold? — I  do  not  think  it  is  capable  of  being 
tabulated. 

223.  Is  it  possible  to  fix  tolls  according  to  the 
value,  ad  valorem  tolls  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  do. 

224.  On  the  other  band  it  is  obvious  that  if  a  heavy 
toll  is  put  upon  an  article  of  low  value  it  causes  a 
much  more  serious  interference  with  trade  than  if  the 
toll  is  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  value  of  the 
artido  ?— ^he  toll,  of  course,  is  regulated  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  article  upon  which  it  is  levied. 
They  would  charge,  for  instance,  so  much  for  bringing 
a  horse  into  a  market,  and  a  less  sum  for  bringing  a 
sheep,  and  so  forth,  so  that  iu  that  way  the  amount  of 
the  toll  does,  undoubtedly,  have  relation  to  the  value 
of  the  article. 

225.  Of  course,  horses,  for  instance,  may  vary  very 
much  in  value.  I  was  referring  rather  to  commo- 
dities than  to  animals? — The  tolls  on  commodities 
would  vary  according  to  what  the  commodity  was. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
A4Joarned  to  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 
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Sib  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mb.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  Wu-llam  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cocke rton.  Secretary/. 


Mr.  11.  A.  Robinson  examined. 


226.  {Chairman,)  I  believe  you  are  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Dublin  ? 
—Yes, 

227.  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  number  of  towns 
iu  which  markets  and  fairs  are  now  existing  in 
Ireland  ? — There  are  334  markets  at  present  in  Ire- 
laud  ;  at  the  time  of  the  Commissioners'  Report  iu 
1851,  I  see  there  were  349.  At  present  there  are 
793  places  where  fairs  are  held. 

228.  Does  that  include  the  markets  ? — ^It  does  not 
include  the  markets.  There  are  334  market  towns, 
and  in  each  of  those  towns  fairs  are  also  held ;  but  the 
total  number  of  fairs  in  the  country  and  in  the  towns 
is  793,  so  fv  as  I  can  make  out. 


Mr.  U,  A. 

229.  Can  you  tell  us  how  markets  and  famj  are  ^J^*"** 
established,  and  under  what  authority  they  are  held  ?     SI  Nov.  1887. 
— The  markets  are  held  by  the  governing  bodies  of  ■' 
towns,  by  the  sanitary  authorities  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  by  certain  towns  under  special  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  by  special  clauses  in  charters  of 
incorporation  to  public  bodies,  and  by  letters  patent 
to  private  individuals.  By  far  the  greater  number 
are  held  under  letters  patent  to  private  individuals. 

230.  Has  the  Local  Government  Board  any  autho- 
rity over  faurs  ? — ^We  have  the  power  to  alter 
the  fair  day  on  an  application  from  any  persons 
interested;  and  wo  also  have  the  power  under  the 
Act  recently  passed,  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Weighing 
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^rr.  //.  A,     Act,   to  exempt   persons  from    providing    weighing 
Robinstn,      accommodation  if  we  think  fit.     TJicse  are  the  only 

powers  that  we  have  with  regard  to  fairs. 

21  Nov.  1887.  931.  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  proportion  of 
'^""""""~  markets  owned  by  private  persons  to  those  owned  by 
local  authorities  ? — I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain 
that  accurately  ;  the  Local  Government  Board  ha^e 
no  means  'A  ascertaining  the  exact  number  ;  but  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  markets, — I  suppose,  over 
260, — are  held  by  private  individuals. 

232.  Has  any  legislation  on  the  question  of  markets 
and  fairs  taken  place  since  the  Commissioners  on 
Fairs  and  Markete  report^  in  1851  ? — There  has 
been  no  legislation  affecting  the  markets  held  by 
private  individuals^  and  those  markets  remain  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  state  as  they  were  in  at  that  time ; 
but  there  has  been  some  legislation  with  regard  to 
markets  held  by  corporate  and  other  bodies. 

233.  Can  you  stiate  what  that  legislation  is  ? — I 
can  give  you  a  brief  account  of  it.  The  first  Act 
that  was  passed  on  the  subject  after  the  Commissioners 
reported  in  1851,  was  the  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act,  1871.  The  only  section  of  that  Act  that  had 
i-eference  to  markets,  was  section  10.  That  section 
empowered,  under  certain  conditions,  the  governing 
body  of  any  town  to  establish  markets,  and  for  this 
purpose,  and  to  enable  the  governing  body  to  regulate 
the  markets  already  established  it  incorporated  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act, 
1847,  in  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  markets ;  viz., 
(1.)  With  respect  to  the  holding  of  the  market  or 
fair,  and  the  protection  thereof,  sections  12  to  16; 
(2.)  With  respect  to  the  weighing  of  goods  and  carts, 
sections  21  to  30;  (3.)  With  respect  to  the  stallages, 
rents,  tolls,  i&c.,  sections  33  to  41 ;  and  also  (4.)  With 
respect  to  byelaws,  sections  42  to  49.  The  markets 
established  under  this  Act  were  subject  to  the  proviso 
that  all  tolls  leviable  in  pursuance  of  the  section 
should  be  approved  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  It  will 
be  noted  that  by  this  section  the  approval  of  any 
public  department  was  not  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  markets ;  the  governing  body  could  establish 
the  markets,  and  all  that  was  necessary  was  that  the 
tolls  should  be  approved  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  By 
section  44  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act, 
byelaws  were  first  to  be  allowed  by  the  justices  at 
quarter  sessions,  and  then  to  be  finally  approved  by 
one  or  more  of  Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State.  That  is  one  of  the  clauses  incorporated. 
The  next  Act  relating  to  markets  was  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Ireland)  Act,  1872.  The  only 
operation  which  that  Act  had  with  regard  to  markets 
was  that  it  transferred  the  duty  of  approvijig  tolls 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Then  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1874,  by 
section  33,  transferred  to  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
the  powers  vested  in  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State  under  section  44  of  the  Markets  and 
Fairs  Chiuses  Act,  1847,  with  regard  to  the  approval  of 
byelaws ;  but  left  it  still  necessary  for  the  justices 
in  the  first  place  to  allow  the  byelaws.  Then  comes 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1878,  which  is  the  Act  under 
which  all  markets  are  now  established.  This  Act 
rei)ealcd  the  I'ublic  Health  Act,  1874,  and  also  sec- 
tion 10  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1871 : 
and  it  incorporated  those  provisions  of  the  Markets 
and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  which  had  been  incorporated 
by  the  latter  Act,  with  the  exception  of  the  provision 
relating  to  byelaws  (saving  section  42).  The  Public 
Health  Act,  1878,  sections  219  to  223,  contains,  how- 
ever, provisions  re^rding  byelaws,  and  makes  the 
Local  Government  Board  the  sole  confirming  autho- 
rity in  numerous  cases,  among  them  being  markets. 
Section  103  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Ireland,  is  the 
section  relating  to  markets;  and  it  will  be  seen, 
(I.)  That  of  governing  bodies  only  those  who  are  also 
urban  sanitary  authorities  have  now  the  right  by 
statute  to  make  byelaws  relating  to  markets  (except- 
ing, of  course,  any  urban  sanitary  authorities  that 
have  local  Acts  with  regard  to  markets,  as  many  of 
them  Imvc),  or  to  o.stabli.s]i  new  markets  and  to  exact 


tolls ;  (2.)  That  the  byelaws  must  be  in  relation  to 
markets  belonging  to  the  urban  sanitary  authority 
making  the  byelaws;  (3.)  That  the  tolls  are  to  be 
approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board;  and 
(4.)  That  the  establishment  of  new  markets,  &c.  must 
also  receiye  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Gk)vemment 
Board.  This  is  all  that  was  done  by  the  Act  of  1878, 
and  it  is  this  Act  under  which  all  markets  are  held 
now  by  urban  sanitary  authorities.  I  might,  perhapf , 
explain  that  in  IreUnd  (I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is 
the  same  in  England),  urban  sanitary  authorities  exit<t 
in  towns  with  a  population  of  6^000. 

234.  What  authority  exists  for  establishing  markets 
in  towns  of  less  than  that  population  ? — ^None  for 
establishing  markets. 

235.  {Mr.  Little.)  Is  the  whole  country  divided 
into  urban  sanitary  districts  and  rural  sanitary  dis- 
tricts ? — Ireland  is  divided  into  poor  law  unions,  and 
everv  union  is  the  rural  sanitary  authority  for  its 
whole  district,  except  where  there  is  a  town  with  a 
popuhition  of  6,000. 

236.  Exactly  the  same  as  in  England  ? — ^I  was  not 
aware  of  that.  I  have  now  mentioned  the  only 
general  legislation  which  has  taken  plaoe.  There 
have  been  a  few  private  Acts  passed  for  certain  towns. 

237.  {Chamnan.)  What  has  been  done  bv  the 
Local  Government  Board  under  the  powers  conferred 
on  them  by  those  Acts  ?— Two  things  have  been 
done.  In  the  first  place,  loans  have  been  made ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  certain  byelaws  and  tolls  have 
been  approved.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  a  loan 
of  4,000/.  has  been  made  to  the  urban  sanitary 
authority  of  Banbridge.  Of  this  loan,  2,500/.  was 
for  the  purchase  of  tolls,  and  1,500/.  for  the  erection 
of  markets.  The  patent  was  granted  to  I/ord 
Hillsborough,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  Marquis 
of  Downshire,  from  whom  the  tolls  were  pur- 
chased. In  Carlow  a  market  place  was  con- 
structed, for  which  a  loan  of  500/L  was  obtamed  iu 
1881 ;  in  1885  a  further  loan  of  850/.  was  obtained; 
and  again  in  1886,  a  further  loan  of  600/.  was 
obtained  for  the  completion  of  a  town  hall  and  mar- 
ket-place. Then  in  Dromore  a  loan  of  3,500/.  was 
recommended  by  the  Local  €k>vemment  Board  for 
the  erection  of  a  court  house,  for  the  purchase  of 
market  rights,  and  for  providing  a  market-phice. 
The  erecUon  of  the  court  house  cost  about  1,000/., 
and  2,500/.  was  paid  for  providing  a  market  place, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  the  market  rights.  The 
markets  belonged  to  Mr.  Dickson,  and  his  nghts 
were  purchased  out  for  that. sum.  In  Dungarvan,  a 
loan  of  20c/.  was  granted  for  the  erection  of  markets. 
In  Newtownards,  1,000/.  was  advanced  for  increased 
market  accommodation.  In  Portadown,  there  was  a 
loan  of  800/.  to  pay  off  liabilities,  and  to  finish  works 
connected  vrith  the  new  markets.  It  will  be  con- 
venient to  mention  here  that  the  Public  Health  Act 
deals  with  all  sanitary  matters,  burial  board  matters, 
and  markets :  and  for  any  of  these  purposes,  money 
can  be  advanced  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
land  can  be  acquired.  Those  are  the  only  sums  that 
have  been  passed  by  the  Local  €k>vemment  Board 
under  those  Acts.  Then  with  regard  to  the  byelaws 
confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  under  the 
old  Act  of  1874,  byelaws  were  approved  in  (3ashel, 
Maryborough,  Newtownards,  Roscommon,  and  Stra- 
bane.  Under  the  Act  of  1878,  the  present  Act,  bye- 
laws have  been  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Banbridge,  as  to  markets  in  1882,  antl  aa  to 
tolb  in  l^85  ;  in  Bray,  aa  to  markets  and  tolls;  in 
Carlow,  as  to  markets  and  tolls  ;  in  Clonmel,  as  to  a 
butter  market,  byelaws,  and  toUs  ;  in  Coleraine,  as  to 
markets  and  tolls  ;  in  Drogheda,  as  to  markets,  and  a 
second  byelaw  establishing  a  second  market  day; 
in  Dromore  as  to  markets  and  toUs;  in  Killamey, 
as  to  markets  and  tolls ;  in  Portadown,  as  to 
markets  and  tolls;  in  Wexford,  as  to  markets  and 
tolls ;  and  in  Warrenpoint,  as  to  markets.  The  pro- 
ceedings taken  by  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  in 
the  event  of  an  application  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1878,  to  sanction  tolls  or  to  agree  to  byelaws 
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is  this:  The  application  is  made  by  the  owners  of 
the  markets.  The  Local  Grovernment  Board  then  sub- 
mit these  suggested  bjelaws  to  the  legal  advisers  on 
the  question  of  law.  Then  they  are  transmitted  to 
the  inspector  to  make  local  inquiry,  and  the  in- 
spector makes  the  inquiry  as  best  he  can  ;  he  visits 
the  town,  and  ascertains  the  views  of  the  people,  and 
reports  to  the  Local  Grovernment  Board,  and  they 
forthwith  approve  or  disapprove,  as  the  case  may  be. 

238.  To  what  extent  are  the  local  authorities 
subject  to  the  Local  Government  Board  ? — Only  in 
regard  to  the  making  of  byelaws  and  tolls.  The 
local  anthorities  can  make  no  new  byelaws  withoat 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  ;  but  of 
course  in  regard  to  old  byoJaws,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  nothing  to  do. 

239.  You  have  told  as  what  are  the  regulations  for 
^  making  market  byelaws  and  tolls ;    and    you  have 

stated  what  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Local 
Government  Board.  Have  the  local  authorities 
power  to  purchase  land  compnlsorily  for  market  pur- 
poses ? — They  have. 

240.  What  is  the  manner  of  proceeding? — ^The 
Public  Health  Act  authorises  land  to  be  taken  com- 
pnlsorily for  all  the  purposes  of  the  >  Act ;  and  the 
acquisition  of  markets  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  the 
Act.  The  course  of  procedure  is  that  application  is 
made  to  the  Ix>cal  Government  Board,  and  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  then  issue  advertisements  in  the 
local  papers,  stating  that  this  is  proposed  to  be  done. 
They  direct  their  engineering  inspector  and  their 
general  inspector  to  hold  an  inquiry  ;  due  notice  is 
given  of  this  inquiry,  and  all  persons  in  favour  of  or 
against  the  project  are  heard ;  and  if  the  Local  Go- 
Ternment  Board  on  the  evidence  before  them,  consider 
that  there  is  a  case  made  out  for  the  establishment  of 
a  market,  they  have  then  the  power  to  issue  a  Pro- 
visional Order  for  the  acquisition  of  the  land ;  and 
this  Provisional  Order  must  be  confirmed  by  Parlia- 
ment. That  is  the  course  of  procedure  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  land  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1878. 

241.  Connected  with  the  question  of  compulsory 
purchase  of  land,  is  that  of  borrowing  powers ;  can 
you  tell  us  what  borrowing  powers  the  local  autho- 
rities have,  either  for  the  purposes  of  purchase  or 
for  other  purposes  connected  with  markets  ? — ^They 
can  borrow  money  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  the  Act, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  after  inquiry  and  due  advertisement.  The 
expense  of  obtaining  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  and  getting  these  borrowing  powers  is  rather 
heavy,  in  consequence  of  the  Provisional  Order  having 
to  be  confirmed  in  England ;  inasmuch  as,  in  many 
cases,  if  there  is  opposition,  the  fighting  before  Com- 
mittees of  Parliament  costs  a  good  deal. 

242.  Is  there  any  limit  to  the  borrowing  powers  ? 
— The  Local  Grovernment  Boanl  may  agree  to  any 
sum  that  they  think  fit,  subject  to  the  restrictions  of 
the  Act. 

243.  What  is  the  restriction  ? — The  amount  to  be 
borrowed  must  not  exceed  twice  the  valuation  of  the 
district. 

244.  Have  they  also  power  to  ^x  the  form  of  re- 
payment ? — ^Tes,  that  is  fixed  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  at  50,  40,  or  30  years,  according  to  what  the 
Local  Government  Board  Uiink  will  be  suitable  to 
the  requirements  of  the  district 

245.  Are  many  applications  made  for  this  purpose  ? 
— ^There  have  been  eight  applications  so  far  under 
the  Public  Health  Act. 

246.  That  is  to  say,  in  the  last  nine  years  ? — Yes, 
since  1878. 

247.  To  large  amounts  ? — ^The  amounts  vary  iVom 
4,000/.  down  to  200/.  But  there  are  very  heavy 
applications  before  the  Local  Government  Board  now. 
I  think  the  Dublin  Corporation  are  going  to  buy  all 
the  vegetable  markets  and  the  fish  markets,  and  the 
amount  they  will  require  will  be  very  large  ;  tlicy 
have  not  absolutely  decided  what  it  will  be,  but  it  will 
be  over  20,000/.  1  think. 


248.  What  security  is  given  for  those  loans? — 
The  security  is  the  security  of  the  rates  on  the  area 
of  charge  which  may  be  fixed  for  the  particular 
work. 

249.  The  rates  of  the  district  generally  ?— Yes. 

250.  Can  you  give  any  instances  where  tolls 
are  received,  but  where  no  accommodation  is  pro- 
vided in  return?  —  Yes;  with  regard  to  private 
owners,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  do  that.  With 
regard  to  the  public  market,  I  can  give  you  an 
instance.  I  find  that  at  page  14  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  on  Fairs  and  Markets  in  Ireland,  they 
say  :  "A  somewhat  striking  instance  of  the  inherent 
*<  evil  of  the  present  system,  and  how  little  remedial 
**  measures  of  the  legislature  can  eftect,  so  lonsc  »»  the 
**  foundation  on  which  they  are  based  is  still  undis- 
"  turbed,  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  Athlone.  By 
"  the  ^Athlone  Markets  and  Customs  Act,'  passed 
"  last  session,  sec.  18,  the  Town  Commissioners  have 
«  power  to  build  market  places,  &c.,  but  it  is  pro- 
^  vided,  that  until  such  new  market  places,  or  places 
^<  for  fairs,  shall  be  opened  for  public  use,  it  shall  be 
'^  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners  to  demand  and 
<^  levy  in  respect  of  the  present  fairs  and  markets, 
*'  within  the  limits  laid  down  in  the  Act,  the  tolls, 
"  duties,  and  customs  they  are  authorised  to  levy,  not 
<^  exceeding  the  rates  specified  in  the  schedule 
•*  attached  to  the  Act."  Then  in  the  next  paragraph 
they  say  :  "  We  do  not  find  that  the  Town  Commis- 
**  sioners  have  ever  taken  any  steps  to  provide  proper 
**  market  accommodation.  The  fairs  and  markei^*  are 
"  held  in  the  streets,  which  are  exceedingly  narrow, 
^'  and  the  thoroughfare  is  thereby  entirely  blocked' 
^<  up  on  market  and  fair  days.  The  accommodation 
'^  for  weighing  grain  is  quite  insufiicient,  and  in 
^  consequence  the  greater  part  is  weighed  at  the 
**  merchants'  stores.  The  tolls  and  customs  specified 
'<  in  the  schedule  attached  to  the  Act  have  been  let  to 
"  a  toll-farmer,  by  the  six  months,  for  100/."  That 
was  the  state  of  things  in  1851.  An  Act  was  passed 
in  1850,  authorising  the  Athlone  Commissioners  to 
build  market  houses,  and,  until  those  houses  were 
built,  to  levy  tolls.  I  made  inquiries  at  Athlone,  and 
I  found  that  they  have  not  provided  any  accommoda- 
tion yet,  although  that  is  37  years  ago. 

251.  (Mr.  Little.)  Do  they  still  receive  the  tolls  ? 
— ^They  still  receive  the  tolls.  I  wrote  to  the  clerk  of 
the  union  there,  and  asked  him  these  questions :  **  Are 
**  the  markets  held  in  the  streets  of  the  town  ?"  The 
answer  was  **  Yes."  **  What  market  accommodation 
"  has  been  provided  by  the  Commissioners  since 
*'  1851  ?  "  "  None."  «  Is  corn  sold  in  the  market 
"  weighed  in  the  merchant's  stores  or  on  the  public 
'•  scales  ?  "  *•  In  both."  "  Are  the  market  tolls  let 
"  or  leased,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  terms  ?"  **  They 
"  are  let  by  tender  half  yearly;  the  average  is  about 
"  250/.  a  year";  so  that  they  get  about  250/.  a 
year. 

252.  (Chairman,)  And  they  give  nothing  in  ex- 
change ?  —  Nothing  whatever,  according  to  that. 
There  may  be  many  other  instances,  but  those  are  not 
under  the  Local  Government  Board  at  all,  and  are  not 
subject  to  us,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain 
information. 

253.  You  have  no  control  over  those  cases  ? — We 
have  no  control  over  markets  held  under  special  Acts 
or  by  private  owners. 

254.  And  you  have  no  means  of  calling  for  infor- 
mation about  them  ? — ^No.  The  clerks  of  the  unions 
are  subject  to*  the  control  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  however,  and  when  I  was  told  that  1  was  going 
to  be  examined  before  this  Commission,  I  wrote  to  some 
of  them  about  the  instances  of  abuse  that  I  saw  men- 
tioned in  this  report,  to  ask  whether  there  had  been  any 
improvement,  and  I  received  a  great  number  of  replies, 
wlMch  I  lay  before  you.  Proper  and  correct  infor- 
mation I  think  could  only  be  obtained  on  the 
spot. 

255.  I  suppose  we  must  assume,  from  what  you 
have  said,  that  each  of  these  markets  is  regulated  by 


Mr.  U.  A. 

Boln$i9on. 

21  Nov.  1887, 
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Mr,  H.  A.      ite  own  usages  or  by  private  Act  or  charter,  and  that 
Robinson,      no  two  of  them  necessarily  correspond  ? — ^That  is  so. 

256.  Have  any  improvements  been  effected  in  the 

2i  Nov.  1887.  mai-kets  of  Dublin  or  of  Cork  since  the  Eeport  of 
1851  ? — I  wrote  to  Cork  for  information,  and  all  the 
information  that  I  got  is  this.  At  page  eight  of  the 
Commissioners'  Report,  they  mention  that  there  is  in 
Cork  a  "  gateage  toll,"  which  toll  is  exacted  on  all 
descriptions  of  grain  and  produce  entering  the  city 
and  suburbs.  The  Commissioners  describe  a  similar 
toll  as  being  exacted  at  Galway,  and  they  say :  "  The 
"  tolls  are  collected  at  the  several  entrances  to  the 
"  town,  on  all  articles  of  agricultural  produce  enter- 
*'  ing  or  leaving  the  town,  whether  sold  or  not. 
"  The  town  commissioners  were  in  the  habit  of 
'*  letting  these  tolls  by  public  auction,  but  at  present 
"  they  are  in  their  own  hands.  The  last  time 
"  they  were  let  they  produced  1,700/.  per  annum. 
"  This  toll  is  exceedingly  unpopular.  It  is,  in  fact,  a 
"  tAx  levied  upon  the  agricultural  produce  of  the 
*^  surrounding  country,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
*•  expenses,  which  should,  in  justice,  be  borne  by  local 
'^  taxation ;  and  no  part  of  it  is  applied  in  affording 
'*  any  accommodation  or  equivalent  to  those  who 
"  contribute  almost  exclusively  to  its  production.**  I 
am  infoimed  that,  in  Cork,  "  The  old  *  gateage '  toll 
•*  dues  and  customs  are  still  levied  by  the  Cork  corpo- 
**  ration,"  and  I  have  here  a  schedule  of  the  gateage 
tolls  which  are  collected.  I  asked  the  Cork  inspector 
to  tell  me  what  has  been  done,  and  he  says :  "  The 
"  corporation  have  somewhat  improved  the  meat 
•  **  market ;  they  have  closed  a  few  small  vegetable 
"  markets  (the  trade  of  which  had  passed  to  shops), 
"  and  they  opened  a  bazaar  for  fancy  goods  and 
*•  second  hand  clothing,  but  not  for  agricultural 
*'  produce.  Practically,  however,  nothings  lias  been 
'*  done  since  1851,  or  indeed  since  the  report  of  the 
"  municipal  commissioners  of  inquiry  on  the  city  of 
**  Cork,  dated  October  29,  1833." 

257.  {Mr.  Little.)  Is  that  gateage  exacted  every 
day,  or  only  on  market  days  ? — I  think  it  appears  to  be 
exacted  whenever  the  produce  comes  into  the  town, 
but  I  am  not  certain  about  it. 

258.  Then  it  is  scarcely  a  market  toll  ? — No.  Then 
with  regard  to  Dublin,  some  improvement  has  been 
made,  but  only  very  recently.  When  the  Commis- 
sioners visited  Dublin  in  1851,  they  found,  as  appears 
on  page  29  (Jf  their  report,  that  there  was  no  public 
corn  market,  and  that  all  com  was  sold  by  sample  at 
the  corn  exchange  on  Burgh  Quay.  That  exists  at 
the  present  time.  Then  they  give  an  account  of  the 
corn  exchange.  They  say  that  the  cattle  market  at 
Smithfield  was  in  an  extremely  unsatisfactory  state  at 
the  time  of  the  Commissioner's  report,  and  that  it  was 
practically  in  the  hands  of  a  few  salesmen.  Since  that 
report,  however,  there  has  been  a  new  cattle  market 
established  in  the  North  Circular  Koad,  a  splendid 
market  in  every  way,  admirably  conducted,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  it  appairs  to  give  general  satisfac- 
tion. There  is  ample  room,  and  it  is  kept  in  a  very 
satisfactory  state.  T  have  here  a  schedule  of  the 
stallages  and  rents  and  fees,  in  case  you  might  wish  to 
have  it  handed  in.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Commis- 
sioners remark,  with  regard  to  the  Dublin  market, 
that  **  The  general  opinion  appears  to  be  that  the 
*'  present  Act  is  sufficient  to  cure  all  glaring  evils,  if 
"  the  Lord  Mayor  had  the  determination  to  set  it  in 
'*  action,  but  that  vested  interests  and  established 
**  usages  concur  too  strongly  for  an  officer  of  one  year 
'*  to  grapple  with  them,  and  when  unofficial  persons 
"  attempt  any  improvement,  the  crippled  finances  and 
**  cloud  of  compensations  to  be  afforded,  scare  away 
"  all  change.  Thus  matters  are  allowed  to  remain, 
"  every  one  dissatisfied,  but  no  alteration  is  effected." 
That  clause  of  the  report  was  laid  before  the  Markets 
Committee  of  the  Dublin  Corporation,  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1886,  and  the  Markets  Committee  reported  then 
that  it  was  very  desirable  to  buy  up  all  the  old  vege- 
table markets  and  the  fish  markets  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  a  scheme  is  now  in  course  of  completion 
to  effect  that  end,  of  which  scheme  I  can  band  in 


particulars.     So  that  some  great  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  Dublin  markets  since  that  time. 

259.  {Chairman)  In  the  case  of  Cork,  is  there  not 
a  certain  toll  levied  by  the  corporation  on  goods 
brought  by  rail  to  the  harbour  for  shipment  ? — I  only 
received  that  question  from  the  Secretary  yesterday, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  facts  in 
relation  to  it. 

260.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  complaint  arising 
out  of  that  alleged  practice  7 — I  have  not. 

261.  Have  any  complaints  been  addressed  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  to  the  tolls  charged 
at  Cork  or  elsewhere,  on  account  of  their  being 
restrictive  of  trade  ? — No,  because  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  would  have  no  power  to  deal  with  them. 
The  only  markets^  as  I  have  already  stated,  which  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
are  those  established  by  urban  sanitary  authorities ; 
and  the  byelaws  are  generally  considered  fair,  and  the 
tolls  are  also  considered  fair,  and  there  have  been  no 
complaints  touching  them  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  In  fact,  the  persons  who  have  matters  to 
complain  of  witli  regard  to  tolls  levied  by  private 
owners,  have  no  head  quarters  to  make  their  complaints 
to. 

262.  With  regard  to  the  state  of  markets  owned 
by  private  individuals,  are  you  in  a  position  to  give 
us  any  information  ? — I  have  obtain^  all  the  infor- 
mation I  can,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty 
to  get  information  from  anybody  without  visiting  th« 
different  market  towns.     It  will  be  seen  on  page  3  of 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  1851,  that  letters 
patent  were  in  the  reign  of  James  L,  and  by  each 
successive  sovereigns,  to  certain  persons  to  hold  fairs 
and  markets  on  specified  days.     The  peculiarity  of 
those  patents  was  that  no  amount  of  toll  was  specified 
by  them ;  but  power  was  given  to  levy  "  the  usual 
**  and  accustomed  toll,'*  or  "  the  reasonable  tolls  and 
"  customs  established,"  or  "  the  tolls,  customs,  privi- 
"  leges,  profits,  emoluments,  Ac,  &c.,  to  such  courts, 
"  fairs  and  markets  appertaining  or  belonging."     The 
proprietor  had  apparently  the  power  of  levying  exactl}' 
what  tolls  he  liked.    Then  the  Commissioners  made 
inquiries,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  read  to 
you  all  that  they  found  out,  but  they  found  that  very 
little  was  given  in  return  for  these  tolls,  and  they 
specified  certain  places  where  the  abuse   was  most 
glaring.     I  have  made   inquiries  about  the  instances 
mentioned  by  the  Commissioners  of  1851,  so  as  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  state  of  things  then  existing  still 
continue.      In  Loughrea,  I  am  informed,  the  mai-kets 
belong    to   Lord   Clanricarde,   and    they   are  let  to 
a  Mrs.  Bi-idget  Ryan  at  a  rent  of  230/. ;  a  weigh- 
bridge was  provided   by  the   owner,  but  he  makes 
the   tenants  keep  it  and  all  the  scales  and  weights 
in  repair ;  he  contributes  nothing  to  the  cost  of  re- 
moving the  refuse  and  cleansing  the  streets  after  the 
markets.     No  accommodation  whatever  of   any  sort 
has  been  afforded  by  the  lord  to  secure  hay,  corn, 
or  straw  from  rain,  or  to  store  any  unsold  produce. 
A  large  and  commodious  town   hall,   having  good 
accommodation,  was  erected  about  25  years  ago,  but 
Lord  Clanricarde  does  not  allow  the  public  to  have 
the    benefit    of    it,    or    any   access   thereto.      That 
Loughrea  market  was   specially  referred  to  by  the 
Commissioners  of  1851;  on  page  16  of  their  report 
they  say  :  "  In  several  places,  custom  is  charged  on 
"  fowls,   eggs,  butter,  milk,  fish,  apples,  and  small 
*'  quantities  of  provisions  brought  into   market   by 
"  countrywomen   in   baskets    in    their   hands,    even 
"  though   such   articles   bo   not  enumerated   in    the 
"  schedule."     That  is  the  only   information  that  I 
have  with  regard  to  Loughrea.     As  to  Nenagh,  I  find 
that  as  at.the  time  of  the  Commissioner's  Export  the 
fairs  were  held  in  the  streets,  that  nothing  is  contri- 
buted by   the   owner  of  the  markets    towards    the 
cleansing  of  the  struts  after  market  days,  that  the 
tolls  are  leased,  and  that  they  aie  collected  on  fair 
days  and  on  every  Thursday,  which  is  a  market  day. 
In  Sligo  the  markets  are  in  the  hands  of  the  corpora- 
tion, the  tolls  are  collected  by  the  corporation,  and  the 
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byolaw3  arc  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Boarrl.  In  Castlebar  proper  accommodation  appears 
to  have  been  provided,  but  nothin*::  is  given  by  the 
owner  except  the  fair  green  ;  the  tolls  are  let,  all  the 
markets  are  held  in  the  streets  there  still ;  and  nothing 
is  contributed  by  the  owner  of  the  markets  towards 
the  expense  of  cleansing  the  streets  after  the  markets, 
except  in  the  ^ay  of  town  rates.  The  market  accom- 
modation in  Castlebar  is  complained  of,  and  a  great 
many  people  think  it  in:?ufficient.  In  addition  to  the 
tolls  which  are  levied,  there  is  a  cranage  fee  from  Id. 
to  2d.  In  Gort  Town»  which  was  complained  of  by 
the  Commissioners  of  1851,  at  the  time  of  their 
report,  some  improvement  appears  to  have  taken 
place.  I  see  that  some  of  the  tolls  in  the  schedules 
are  not  charged  at  all,  and  in  the  case  of  others  a  less 
amount  than  is  mentioned  in  the  schedule  is  levied. 
Tlie  accommodation  appears  to  be  considered  sufficient 
there,  but  nothing  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  the 
markets  towards  the  cleansing  of  the  town  after 
the  markets.  In  Skibbereen,  the  tolls  are  collected 
every  day  apparently,  whether  market  day  or  not. 
There  are  two  markets  in  Skibberaen,  belonging  to 
different  individuals.  The  markets  belong  to  Sir 
Henry  Becher  and  Mrs.  Mundy;  the  latter  portion 
is  given  by  Mrs.  Mundy  gratis  to  the  town  commis- 
sioners, and  the  first  is  leased  to  them.  The  tolls  are 
collected  every  day,  and  the  clerk  of  the  union  also 
informs  me  that  tolls  are  collected  on  all  articles 
brought  in  for  sale,  no  matter  what  they  are.  Com 
is  not  brought  into  the  market  at  all,  but  is  sold  at 
the  different  stores.  That  was  greatly  complained  of  by 
the  Commissioners ;  they  said  that  the  merchants  did 
not  weigh  fairly,  and  that  all  the  market  was  against  the 
seller,  and  in  favour  of  the  buyer.  That  abuse,  it  would 
appear,  still  continues.  But  there  is  a  regular  market 
place,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  market  are  devoted  by 
the  Commissioners  to  the  lighting  and  watching  of 
the  town,  and  not,  apparently,  to  the  providing  of 
better  accommodation.  In  Westport,  which  was  men- 
tioned in  the  Report  of  1851,  good  market  accommo- 
dation has  been  provided,  and  the  town  commissioners 
pay  all  expenses.  The  market  there  belongs  to  Lord 
Sligo,  but  he  provides  nothing  towards  the  cleansing 
of  the  town  or  of  the  market  place. 

263.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Is  the  market  held 
in  the  street  ? — The  street  widens,  and  the  fair  is  held 
in  the  wide  part  of  the  street.  The  tolls  are  let  from 
year  to  year,  but  not  under  lease.  In  Ulster,  of 
course,  like  everything  else,  the  markets  are  managed 
better.  In  Ennlskillcn,  the  markets  are  in  th«  hands 
of  Lord  Enniskillen,  the  markets  are  kept  clean  at  his 
expense,  and  cattle  are  not  allowed  to  be  sold  in  the 
streets.  In  Coleraine  the  markets  are  in  the  bands  of 
the  town  commissioners,  and  they  appear  to  be  well 
managed.  In  Londonderry,  also,  the  markets  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  town  commissioners,  and  are  well 
managed.  In  Strabano,  which  was  specially  referred 
to  in  the  Report  of  185 1  as  a  sample  of  a  well  con- 
ducted market,  tne  markets  are  well  conducted  now, 
and  appear  to  give  satisfaction.  In  I^etterkenny  the 
markets  appear  to  be  managed  well.  In  Athlone,  as 
I  mentioned  before,  they  have  a  special  Act,  and  the 
Act  provides  that  accommodation  must  be  provided, 
and  gave  them  power  to  levy  tolls  until  it  was  pro- 
vided ;  but  nothing  has  been  done.  That  is  nearly  all 
the  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  get  with  regard 
to  markets,  and  although  it  is  not  complete,  I  think 
it  affords  an  indication  that  the  abuses  complained  of 
to  a  certain  extent  continue.  It  is  a  notorious  fact, 
that  in  nearly  every  to^vn  in  Ireland,  I  think  (exclud- 
ing Ulster),  where  markets  are  held  by  private 
owners,  they  are  almost  always  held  in  the  streets, 
and  that  there  is  very  little  market  accommodation  at 
all,  but  that  the  markets  are  generally  leased  to  some- 
body who  makes  what  he  can  out  of  them.  I  hardly 
feel  qualified  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  whether  very 
great  dissatisfaction  is  felt  with  regard  to  the  mar- 
kets, because  they  are  not  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  any  way,  and  I  have  only  been  able  to 


Mr.  H.  4. 

Hobinson, 


ascertain  the  views  of  one  side,  not  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  views  of  the  owners  of  the 
markets. 

264.  {Mr.    Charrington.)    Has    any    Government    21  Nov.  18^7. 

since  the  Report  of  1851  ever  attempted  to  deal  with      

these  complaints  ? — Since  1830,  something  has  been 

done.  In  1826,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  appointed  to  consider  the  return  of 
tolls  and  customs  taken  in  seaports,  fairs,  and  mar- 
kets in  Ireland,  and  reported  that  the  subject  required 
the  most  serious  and  earnest  attention.  In  1880 
another  Committee  sat,  and  reported  that  the  evils  and 
abuses  practised  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue 
without  an  early  and  effectual  remedy,  but  nothing 
was  done.  In  1835  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
report  on  the  state  of  the  municipal  corporations  in 
Ireland  says  :  **  We  cannot  conclude  our  remarks  ou 
^'  this  branch  of  the  inquiry  without  observing  on  the 
"  necessity  that  appears  to  exist,  as  far  as  our  obser- 
"  vations  extended,  of  a  thorough  revision,  by  l^is- 
*•  lative  authority 5  of  the  entire  system."  Nothing 
was  done  then.  Then  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  1851  on 
the  state  of  Fairs  and  Markets  will  repay  perusal. 
It  describes  the  state  of  things  which  then 
existed,  and  it  ends  thus :  **  The  immediate  cor- 
"  rection  of  the  abuses  we  have  endeavoured  to 
"  describe,  is  essentially  requisite  ;  and  both  the  mer- 
"  cantile  and  agricultural  classes  entertain  the  most 
"  anxious  hope  that  when  Her  Majesty's  Government 
**  are  made  fully  acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
"  evils,  they  will  be  disposed  to  encounter  the  diffi- 
"  culties  of  their  abatement."  But  nothing  has  been 
done  with  regard  to  private  markets. 

265.  No  Government  has  ever  taken  the  question 
up  ? — No  Government  has  ever  taken  up  the  question 
of  private  markets  at  all.  Since  this  report  was  pub- 
lished, probably  the  abuses  have  become  less  glaring 
than  they  were;  but  that  they  prevail  to  a  certain 
extent  can  be  seen  by  the  few  instances  that  I  have 
mentioned. 

266.  {Chmrman.)  But  you  are  not  in  a  position«to 
give  much  information  as  to  the  markets  that  are  in 
private  hands,  because  you  say  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  no  power  of  control  over  them  ? — 
The  Local  Government  Board  has  no  power  of  control, 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  any  information  by  means 
of  correspondence.  The  only  way  in  which  that 
information  could  be  properly  obtained,  would  be  by 
inquiry  made  among  the  market  towns ;  and  I  think 
that  if  the  Irish  people  in  the  market  towns  were 
aware  that  a  Commission  was  sitting  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  they  would  hope  very  earnestly  that  some 
opportunity  might  be  given  to  them  of  expressing 
their  views.  In  a  large  number  of  towns,  no  tolls  are 
levied  at  all  ;  the  people  struck  against  the  tolls  in 
1880,  and  a  great  many  landed  proprietors  let  them 
lapse ;  but  it  is  nearly  altogether  in  the  poorer  towns 
in  tlie  west  and  south-west  of  Ireland  that  these  tolls 
are  levied. 

267.  {Mr.  Little.)  The  tolls  are  levied  in  the 
poorest  parts  ? — In  the  poorest  parts. 

268.  The  Report  contains  a  map  showing  the 
towns  visited  by  the  Commissioners  where  tolls  were 
taken,  and  where  thoy  were  not  taken  ? — Ye£i.  There 
are  a  great  many  others  that  are  not  shown. 

269.  {Chairman.)  I  suppose  we  may  underetand 
that  scarcely  any  action  has  been  taken  locally  upon 
this  Report  of  1851  ? — Nothing.  I  searched  every 
Act,  and  there  is  uo  reference  whatever  to  markets 
held  by  private  owners.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
generally  understood  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
markets  are  in  the  hands  of  private  owners.  It  was 
thought  that  the  Public  Health  Act  would  provide  an 
adequate  remedy,  but  that  only  refers  to  a  few  markets 
that  you  could  count  on  your  hands. 

270.  At  any  rate,  this  very  strong  exposure  of 
existing  abuses  came  before  Parliament  36  years  ago, 
and  has  led  to  absolutely  no  result  ? — To  absolutely 
no  result,  so  far  as  private  markets  are  concerned. 
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271.  {Mr.  Chaningtmu)  That  simply  arises,  I 
suppose,  from  no  Government  ever  having  taken  it 
up  ? — No  Government  has  ever  taken  it  up. 

272.  {Chairman^  And  you  are  of  opinion  that 
accurate  information  as  to  the  present  state  of  things, 
where  private  markets  are  concerned,  can  onljr  be 
obtained  by  taking  local  evidence  on  the  spot  ? — Ihat 
is  my  opinion.  The  only  way  in  which  it  could  be 
done  would  be  by  the  Commissioners  visiting  the 
towns,  and  inserting  advertisements  in  the  local 
papers,  stating  that  they  were  prepared  to  receive 
evidence  from  anybody  on  such  and  such  a  day,  and 
hearing  the  evidence  on  the  spot.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  1851,  on  page  13  of  their  Report,  give  an 
account  of  a  market  town  in  Ireland  which  will  strike 
anybody  as  being  a  very  accurate  description.  This 
is  such  a  very  faithful  picture  of  an  Irish  market  at 
the  present  day  that,  perhaps,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
read  it: — "We  cannot  conceive,"  they  say,  **  that  it 
"  was  ever  intended,  when  confernng  patents,  that 
"  the  tolls  should  do  more  than  indemnify  the 
"  proprietor  or  patentee  from  loss  in  providing  ac- 
"  commodation."  Then  they  go  on  to  say: — **We 
"  would,  therefore,  strongly  recommend  that  any 
"  legislation  on  the  subject  should  at  once  deprive 
*'  these  patents  of  their  present  character  of  personal 
'«  or  corporate  monopolies,  by  defining  strictly  the 
"  nature  and  amount  of  the  charges  to  be  imposed, 
"  securing  the  application  of  the  funds  to  market 
**  purposes;  nor  need  we  apprehend  that  there  will 
"  be  any  superfluity  of  revenue  which  must  needs  be 
"  applied,  as  at  present,  to  extraneous  purposes, 
''  when  we  consider  the  present  state  of  most  of  our 
"  Irish  markets, — the  filth,  the  confusion,  nay,  the 
"  actual  danger, — women  and  children  thrown  down, 
"  the  passengers  obstructed  by  horses  and  cx>ws, 
'^  sheep  and  pigs,  all  indiscriminately  mixed  up 
"  together,  or  by  the  stall  of  an  apple- woman,  or  the 
**  covered  standing  of  some  little  vendor  of  calico  and 
"  ribbons,  who  has  erected  his  temporary  shelter  in 
'*  .the  thoroughfare,  whilst  at  every  outlett,  toll 
"  collectors,  armed  with  bludgeons,  are  clamouring 
**  and  enforcing  their  obnoxious  claims."  That  is  a 
very  faithful  picture  of  an  Irish  market. 

273.  {Mr.  Little.)  Of  the  present  day  ?— Of  the 
present  day.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  through 
a  street  while  a  market  is  going  on,  so  great  are  the 
noise  and  the  confusion  caused  by  the  cattle  running 
about.  There  are  other  abuses  to  which  the  Com- 
missioners of  1851  refer,  as  to  the  weighing  accom- 
modation, and  the  diversity  of  weights  and  measures. 
If  they  have  been  remedied  since  the  Commission's 
Eeport,  the  reform  has  been  entirely  voluntary,  I 
believe. 

274.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  Are  there  any  other 
instances,  besides  that  of  the  Dublin  Corporation 
which  you  mentioned,  of  public  bodies  buying  up 
these  market  rights  ? — ^The  urban  sanitary  authority 
have  the  power  to  do  that. 

275.  Do  they  exercise  it  ? — No.  The  only  cases 
that  we  have  had  at  present,  are  cases  in  Ulster.  The 
Banbridge  Town  Commissioners  bought  Lord  Down- 
shire's  private  rights  for  2,500/.  Mr.  Dickson's 
rights  in  Dromore  also  were  bought  for  2,600/. 
Those  are  the  only  cases  that  we  have  had  since  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

276.  (Chairman,)  I  presume  you  would  say  that, 
as  a  general  principle,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
rights  of  these  private  owners  of  markets  should  be 
bought  up,  and  that  the  markets  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  some  recognised  authority  ? — Yes, 
subject  to  proper  control. 

277.  But  I  presume  it  would  be  necessary,  before 
they  could  be  bought  up  generally,  that  there  should 
be  some  accurate  definition  of  what  the  rights  are  ? — 
I  think  so.  It  was  stated  by  the  Commissioners  of 
1851,  that  they  found  that  in  a  great  many  cases  the 
markets  were  established  without  any  authority 
stall. 


278.  And  even  where  the  markets  have  been 
established  by  competent  authority,  are  the  rights  of 
the  holders  of  tiie  markets  clearly  defined  hy  law  ?— 
They  are  defined  by  the  letters  patent. 

279.  Therefore,  if  the  Legislature  thought  fit, 
there  would  be  no  great  difiiculty  in  asceitaining  the 
value  of  these  rights,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
bought  up  ? — No.  I  think  the  suggestion  which  the 
Commissioners  of  1851  made  in  their  Report  for 
ascertaining  the  rights  is  a  very  good  one.  They 
say  : — "  For  detei*mining  the  ownership  of  markets 
**  and  fairs,  and  for  the  notification  of  any  future 
"  changes  in  such  ownership,  we  would  venture  to 
*  submit  the  following  plan  :  That  an  advertisement 
**  bo  published  in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and  other 
**  papers,  requiring  every  person  claiming  to  be  the 
"  proprietor  of  any  market  or  fair,  or  to  be  entitled 
"  to  tiie  tolls  and  customs  thereof,  to  send  into  the 
"  Chief  Secretary's  Office  at  the  Castle,  before  an 
''  appointed  day,  a  statement  of  his  claim,  and  the 
**  nature  of  his  title."  If  that  was  done  with  regard 
to  every  roaiket  and  fair,  it  would  be  a  very  good 
thing. 

280.  In  point  of  fact,  before  any  fi-esh  inquiry  is 
made  into  the  state  of  markets  in  Ireland,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  see  how  far  the  state  of  things 
described  in  this  very  exhaustive  Report  as  existing 
35  years  ago,  still  continues  ? — Precisely ;  that  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

281.  So  far  from  the  subject  not  having  been 
inquired  into,  we  have,  I  think,  38  recommendations 
of  the  Commissioners  of  1851,  not  a  single  one  of 
which  has  been  acted  upon  ? — That  is  so. 

282.  Are  you  aware  of  any  regulations  of  markets 
requiring  transactions  to  be  made  through  particular 
agents,  factors  or  brokers  ? — The  private  owners  in 
a  great  many  cases  let  the  markets  to  difierent  persons, 
who  make  the  most  they  can  out  of  them.  The 
private  owners  get  a  fixed  sum  per  annum  for  the 
tolls, — as  in  the  case  which  I  cited  of  Lord  Clanri- 
cai'de,  who  gets  230/.  a  year,  and  makes  the  tenant 
keep  the  markets  in  repair. 

283.  {Mr.  Little,)  These  tenants  are  simply  re- 
ceivers of  toll,  and  not  brokers  ? — Quite  so. 

284.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  opinion  to  express 
as  to  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  leasing  of  these 
market  rights  and  tolls? — I  have  not  been  able  to 
make  a  sufficiently  exhaustive  inquiry  to  justify  me 
in  giving  a  very  decided  opinion  upon  that  point. 

285.  Is  there  any  other  point  to  which  you  wish 
to  call  our  attention  ? — No,  nothing  further. 

286.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau^  1  do  not  know 
whether  you  are  aware  that  under  the  English  Acts 
there  are  certain  restrictions  as  to  the  exercise  by 
urban  sanitary  authorities  of  their  powers ;  that,  for 
instance,  in  the  case  of  a  town  council,  the  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  council  is  necessary,  and  that  in 
the  case  of  other  urban  sanitary  authorities,  the  con- 
sent of  the  owners  and  ratepayers,  given  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  is  necessary  ;  is  there  any  restriction 
of  that  kind  in  Ireland  ? — In  the  case  of  an  urban 
sanitary  authority  it  must  be  the  consent  of  the 
majority. 

287.  {Mr.  Little.)  A  majority  of  the  board,  but 
not  of  the  inhabitants  ?— Of  the  urban  sanitary 
board. 

288.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  With  regard  to 
compulsory  purchase,  are  we  to  understand  that  mar 
ket  rights  vested  in  an  individual  can  be  compulsorily 
bought  by  an  urban  sanitary  authority  under  the 
powers  of  a  Provisional  Order? — Not  the  market 
rights,  but  the  land  for  the  erection  of  new  markets. 

289.  That  is  a  very  important  point.  Then  to 
acquire  the  market  rights  vested  in  an  individual,  a 
local  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  required? — They 
may  buy  them,  if  they  like,  by  agreement ;  but  to  do 
it  by  compulsion,  there  must  be  a  new  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  1878  Act  explicitly  stipulates  that  there 
can  be  no  interference  with  existing  rights  except  by 
consent. 
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290.  So  that  you  would  require  a  local  Act  to 
acquire  them  compulsorily  ? — Yee. 

291.  Have  there  been  any  such  Acts  of  Parliament 
passed  authorising  the  compulsory  acquisition  of 
market  rights  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  ;  if  so,  it  has 
only  been  done  by  special  Acts ;  but  I  cannot  answer 
whether  some  of  the  special  Acts  did  not  give  to  Hie 
corporations  the  power  of  purchasing  compulsorily. 

292.  That,  I  presume,  would  remedy  the  evils 
arising  from  the  markets  being  in  private  hands  ? — 
Yes. 

293.  {Chairman,)  I  suppose  the  expense  of  ob- 
taining a  private  Act  would  be  so  great  as  practically 
to  make  that  an  impossible  remedy  in  the  case  ot 
many  of  the  small  towns  ? — If  opposed,  it  would  be  ; 
if  not  opposed,  the  expense  is  not  so  large. 

294.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Have  you  ever 
heard  any  suggestion  made  that  a  general  Act  should 
be  passed,  empowering  the  local  authorities  to  pur- 
chase market  rights,  either  with  the  consent  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  or  otherwise  ? — ^No,  I  have 
never  heard  any  suggestion  of  that  kind  made ;  it  does 
not  exactly  come  under  our  notice  at  the  Local 
Government  Board;  but  in  my  opinion  that  would 
be  a  very  good  thing. 

295.  {Mr.  Little.)  May  I  ask  whether  in  Ireland, 
land  in  the  area  of  an  urban  sanitary  authority  pays 
a  lower  rate  than  houses ;  is  there  a  differential  rate, 
as  there  is  in  England  ? — Railways,  canals,  arable, 
meadow,  and  pasture  lands,  woodlands,  market 
gardens  pay  on  one-fourth. 

296.  You  allow  an  urban  sanitary  authority  to 
borrow  the  money  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  and 
land  pays  one-fourth  rate  ? — Yes. 

297.  You  spoke  of  markets  over  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  control ;  have  they  any  con- 
trol when  once  they  have  sanctioned  byelaws  ? — Yes, 
no  further  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  byelaws 
without  their  consent. 

298.  But  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  market? — No.  No  toll  can  be 
collected  other  than  what  the  Local  Government 
Board  approve. 

299.  Supposing  that  there  was  an  allegation  that 
an  excessive  toll  had  been  collected,  you  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ? — No ;  and  if  a  weighmaster 
was  found  guilty  of  fraud,  we  should  have  no  power 
to  deal  with  it. 

300.  Your  control  practically  is  that  you  sanction 
the  tolls  and  the  byelaws,  and  then  you  have  done 
with  it  ? — Yes. 

301.  You  said  that  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
markets  held  by  private  owners  under  patents,  the 
patents  granted  a  market  on  a  certain  day ;  did  I 
correctly  undei*stand  you  to  say  that  the  markets  were 
not  held  on  the  day  specified  in  the  patents  ? — The 
Commissioners  give  a  number  of  instances  in  which 
the  markets  were  held  on  a  different  day,  and  in 
which  tolls  were  collected  on  every  day. 

302.  You  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  for- 
feiture of  the  privilege  if  the  market  is  held  on  a  day 
other  than  that  which  is  specified  in  the  patent  ? — I 
do  not  think  that  any  forfeiture  is  mentioned  in  the 
patents.  There  is  a  fine  in  the  event  of  the  market 
not  being  provided  with  a  proper  beam  and  scales,  but 
it  seems  to  be  never  put  into  operation.  The  Com- 
missioners of  1851  point  out  that  nobody  likes  to 
start  proceedings  against  the  owner,  because  it  is  so 
expensive  ;  so  that  in  fact  the  Act  is  evaded. 

303.  I  did  not  quite  catch  what  you  said  about  the 
patent  rights  as  to  tolls.  I  think  you  said  that  no  toll 
was  specified,  but  that  a  general  power  was  given  to 
take  tolls  ? — The  patents  say  that  the  proprietor  shall 
have  power  to  levy  "  the  usual  and  accustomed  toll," 
or  "  the  reasonable  tolls  and  customs  established,"  or 
*'  the  tolls,  customs,  privileges,  profits,  emoluments,  &c., 
"  &c.  to  such  courts,  fairs,  and  markets  appertaining 
**  or  belonging  " ;  and  it  was  the  ambiguity  of  these 
definitions  which  aroused  dissatisfaction,  and,  led  to  a 
strike  against  tolls. 

U    55780. 


And  there  was  litigation  about  them  ? — I  have 


304.  The  Commissioners  of  1851,  in  their  Report, 
state  that  no  reliable  records  of  prices  were  to  be 
obtained  from  markets;  is  that  the  state  of  things 
now  ? — In  perhaps  one  or  two  towns  you  might  be 
able  to  get  a  record  of  prices,  but  there  is  no  reliable 
record  of  prices  generally. 

305.  (  Mr,  Elton.)  You  read  something,  did  you  not, 
from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  1851,  in- 
tended to  express  the  view  that  tolls  were  originally 
granted  only  to  defray  charges  ? — To  provide  market 
accommodation. 

306.  To  defray  the  expense  of  providing  market 
accommodation  ;  is  that  your  view  also  ? — ^I  could  not 
give  an  opinion.  That  appeared  to  be  the  view  of  the 
Commissioners.  These  patents  were  granted  from  the 
time  of  James  L,  and  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
with  what  object  the  tolls  were  originally  granted. 

307.  It  would  not  strike  you  that  tolls  were  always 
regarded  as  rather  a  profitable  franchise,  and  as  an 
article  of  property  ? — I  should  not  like  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  that  point. 

308.  With  regard  to  Dublin,  there  was,  I  believe,  a 
very  great  complaint  at  one  time  about  the  excessive 
tolls  taken  by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  and  there 
was  a  work  printed  on  the  subject ;  have  you  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  that  work  ? — There  were  very 
great  complaints  about  the  Dublin  markets. 

309. 
heard  so 

310.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  tolls  that 
were  taken  at  the  city  gates  of  Dublin  ? — I  do  not 
quite  remember  that ;  but  I  know  that  the  Corporation 
have  done  a  good  deal  to  remedy  the  evils  that  were 
complained  of  in  1851.  They  have  the  new  market 
in  Prussia  Street,  and  a  new  vegetable  market,  and 
other  small  markets. 

311.  You  have  not  any  particular  information  on 
the  subject  ? — I  have  not. 

312.  With-  regard  to  the  patent  markets,  from  the 
time  of  the  Stuarts,  of  course  you  are  aware  that  a 
market  may  be  granted  without  a  right  to  take  tolls, 
or  with  a  right  to  take  tolls  ? — Yes. 

313.  And  a  grant  to  take  reasonable  tolls  would  not 
amount,  would  it,  to  the  right  to  take  unlimited  and 
unusual  tolls  ? — It  is  for  the  proprietor  to  say  what  are 
reasonable  tolls. 

314.  It  would  be  rather  for  some  external  authority, 
would  it  not,  to  say  what  had  been  the  usual  tolls  ? — 
The  terms  of  the  patents  are  not  only  **the  usual 
"  and  accustomed  tolls,"  but  "fair  and  reasonable 
"  tolls  " ;  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  decide. 

315.  One  set  of  patents  would  say  "the  usual 
"  tolls"? — ^Yes;  and  others  would  say  **fair  and 
*'  reasonable  tolls."  I  hardly  like  to  express  an 
opinion  myself,  and  I  merely  pointed  out  that  the 
Commissioners  of  1851  foresaw  that  that  would  lead 
to  difficulty. 

316.  Every  toll  is  in  its  nature  limited,  is  it  not, 
according  to  the  legal  theory  ? — Yes. 

317.  There  cannot  be  such  a  thing  as  an  unlimited 
toll?— No. 

318.  Though  there  might  be  a  thing  taken  under 
the  name  of  a  toll  ? — Yes. 

319.  An  unlawful  sum  of  money  taken  as  a  toll 
would  be  what  is  called  an  outrageous  or  *'  rank  " 
toll ;  and  the  exacting  of  it  might  lead,  if  the  Crown 
chose  to  take  steps,  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  franchiee,- 
might  it  not  ? — It  might. 

320.  It  would  not  be,  therefore,  necessarily  only 
private  individuals  who  might  proceed,  but  it  might 
be  an  officer  of  the  Crown  by  quo  warranto  f — ^Yes,  I 
presume  so. 

321.  All  franchises  of  market,  I  take  it,  are  granted 
on  condition  of  not  being  misused  or  abused  ? — 
Exactly. 

322.  As  to  one  market  which*  you  mentioned, 
belonging  to  Lord  Clanricarde,  was  that  one  of  the 
cases  where  you  thought  there  had  been  unlimited  or 
rank  tolls  ?— The  Commissioners  of  1851  mentioned 
Loughrea  market  as  a  bad  case,  and  it  was  as  to  that 
market  that  I  received  a  reply  that  very  little  accom- 
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modaiion  was  being  provided.  That  was  one  in 
which  the  Commissioners  considered  there  had  been 
an  abuse. 

323.  But  they  did  not  mention  whether  the  tolls 
were  very  heavy  there  ? — They  are  specified  in  the 
Appendix  to  their  report.  I  do  not  think  I  got  the 
exact  tolls  in  that  market. 

324.  You  said  that  the  town  hall  was  not  allowed  to 
be  used  for  market  purposes ;  I  suppose  the  practice 
at  the  time  that  the  patents  were  granted,  and  for  long 
afterwards  was  not  to  hold  markets  in  buildings  or 
town  halls  ? — ^Yes. 

325.  Markets  were  held  in  the  open  air  until  lately, 
were  they  not  ? — ^Yes. 

326.  But,  however,  a  complaint  was  made  that  that 
particular  town  hall  was  not  accessible  to  the  public 
as  a  market  ? — Yes. 

327.  Did  it  belong  to  Lord  Clanricarde  ? — It  says 
in  this  report  that  the  Gal  way  inspector  obtained  for 
me  that  he  erected  it. 

328.  Perhaps  he  thought  it  an  inconvenient  place 
for  a  market  for  cows  and  pigs  ? — Very  likely. 

329.  You  mentioned  that  at  Nenagh  the  fairs  were 
held  in  the  street  ;  has  there  ever  been  any  fair  that 
was  not  held  in  a  street  or  a  field  ? — Large  numbers 
of  them. 

330.  Where  would  the  fair  be  held  ?— In  the  fair 
green. 

331.  I  ought  to  have  been  more  technical,  and  said 
**  in  a  close."  The  fairs  are  not  usually  held  in  the 
houses? — They  are  not  always  held  in  the  streets, 
they  are  held  in  the  fair  green. 

332.  At  Castlebar  the  market  is  held  in  the  street, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

333.  May  I  take  it  that  it  is  held  in  a  narrow 
street,  or  in  an  enlargeuient  or  widening  of  the  street  ? 
— It  is  held  where  there  is  a  narrow  bridge ;  in  fact  it 
is  very  often  impossible  to  drive  down  Castlebar  when 
the  market  is  being  held  there. 

334.  One  more  question  with  regard  to  the  fairs. 
The  fairs,  I  take  il^  would  not  be  included  among 
those  patent  rights  that  you  mentioned  as  dating  from 
the  time  of  the  Stuarts  ?  —  I  have  not  made  much 
inquiry  into  the  question  of  the  fairs. 

336.  Are  not  the  fairs  in  Ireland  well  known  to  be 
some  of  the  most  ancient  institutions  in  the  country  ? 
— Yes,  I  think  some;  they  are  held  under  patents 
the  same  as  the  markets.  The  only  information  that 
I  have  with  regard  to  the  fairs,  is  that  given  by  the 
Commission  in  186L 

336.  You  are  not  aware  that  the  Dublin  authorities 
consider  that  some  of  the  fairs  date  back  from  long 
before  the  English  conquest  of  Ireland  ? — I  am  not 
able  to  answer  that.  They  are  not  under  our  control 
in  any  way. 

337.  Then  you  do  not  wish  to  insist  that  they  are 
part  of  the  patent  rights,  though  you  spoke  of  them  as 
being  in  the  same  category  as  markets ;  I  understood 
tbat  you  gave  instances  of  fairs  as  being  under  the 
classification  of  patent  rights  ? — I  do  not  think  I 
mentioned  that  the  Dublin  fairs  were.  The  Commis- 
sioners' report  of  1851  gives  the  names  of  fairs  which 
are  held  by  Letters  Patent. 

338.  You  mentioned  that  there  was  a  complaint  at 
Nenagh  that  fairs  were  held  in  the  streets  ? — I  meant 
to  say  markets  at  Nenagh,  and  not  fairs.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  the  fairs  are  not  held  in  the  streets  at 
Nenagh. 

339.  You  do  not  wish  to  put  them  amongst  those 


markets  dating  from  the  time  of  the  Stuarts  ? — ^No ; 
all  my  evidence  was  given  with  regard  to  markets. 

340.  You  mentioned  the  cranage  fees  at  Castlebar ; 
would  those  be  a  separate  franchise  granted  under 
the  patent,  or  would  they  be  part  of  the  ordinary 
market  dues  ? — I  think  the  cranage  fees  are  given  in 
return  for  the  weighing. 

341.  Separate  from  the  market  dues? — They  are 
bound,  I  think,  under  an  Act  of  Anne  or  of  George  III., 
to  erect  a  beam. 

342.  But  before  the  Act  of  Anne,  when  the  King 
granted  the  right  to  have  a  beam  and  to  charge 
cranage  fees,  those  are  not  quite  the  same  as  market 
dues  ? — No. 

343.  Then  as  to  Skibbereen,  you  said  that  tolls 
were  taken  every  day,  and  that  there  were  two 
market  lords ;  did  each  take  the  tolls  or  how  did  they 
divide  them  ? — What  generally  happened,  according 
to  the  Commissioners'  report,  was  that  the  patent 
gave  to  different  individuals  power  to  levy  market 
tolls  on  different  days ;  but  the  information  that  I  got 
at  Skibbereen  was  that  in  one  case  the  market  tolls 
were  given  over  as  a  present  to  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners', and  that  in  the  other  case  they  were  leased 
to  the  Commissioners,  and  that  the  tolls  were  collected 
every  day. 

344.  You  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  were  two 
tolls  levied  every  day  ? — No. 

345.  Is  the  whole  town  of  Skibbereen  a  market,  or 
is  there  a  special  place  appointed  for  a  market? — 
They  generally  hold  the  mai'ket  in  the  streets  ;  they 
generally  have  a  fixed  place  in  the  streets  where  thoy 
hold  it  by  custom. 

346.  A  whole  town  may  be  a  market ;  the  whole 
city  of  Bath  for  instance  is  reputed  to  be  a  market,  is 
it  not  ?— I  do  not  know.  It  would  not  take  much  to 
fill  Skibbereen. 

347.  You  have  mentioned  that  the  right  of  holding 
fairs  and  markets  implies  that  other  people  are  not 
entitled  to  set  up  fairs  and  markets  to  interfere  with 
them ;  is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  is  a  great  number  of 
unauthorised  fairs  and  markets  now  set  up  in  Ireland 
by  totally  unauthorised  authoiities  ? — There  are  some, 
1  believe,  for  which  no  patent  can  be  traced. 

348.  Have  you  come  across  instances  where  there 
has  not  only  beeu  no  patent,  but  where  political  asso- 
ciations have  led  to  a  market  being  established  in  an 
inconvenient  place,  if  people  attending  the  market  did 
not  want  to  pay  the  tolls  to  a  particular  private  indi- 
vidual ? — I  have  never  come  across  instances  of  that 
sort,  although  I  have  lived  in  the  West  of  Ireland  for 
a  long  time. 

349.  You  have  not  come  across  cases  of  fairs  and 
markets  being  set  up  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  in 
order  to  take  the  custom  from  a  private  market  ? — ^No, 
but  I  do  not  see  how  that  would  answer,  because 
nobody  would  have  the  power  of  levying  toll  in  such 
a  case  as  that. 

350.  No  legal  power  ? — The  people  would  not  pay 
the  tolls.  They  might  meet  and  sell  things  one  to 
another^  and  I  do  not  think  that  anybody  would 
attempt  to  levy  a  toll  there. 

351.  (Mr,  Little,)  Can  you  tell  us  the  number  of 
free  markets  and  the  number  of  markets  where  tolls 
are  taken  ? — No.  The  Local  Government  Board  have 
no  information  about  any  of  these  private  markets. 
The  only  possible  way  of  obtaining  information  as  to 
what  markets  are  free  would  be  to  send  circulars  to 
each  market  town. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Adioumed  to  Saturday  next  at  12  o'clock. 
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THIRD  DAY. 


Saturday,  26tli  November  1887. 


PRESENT  : 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  KG.,  in  the  Chaib. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mb.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Mb.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cocke  bton,  Secretary. 


Mr.  G.  Prior  Goldney  examined. 


352.  (Chairman,)  I  need  hdrdly  ask  you  whether 
you  are  the  City  Remembrancer? — I  am. 

353.  I  understand  that  you  come  here  to  give  some 
evidence  as  to  the  London  markets  ? — Yes.  T  do  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  convenient  to  the  Commis- 
sion that  I  should  first  give  a  short  history  of  the 
origin  of  the  London  markets,  without  going  too  much 
into  archaeological  detail  so  as  to  put  the  Commission 
generally  in  possession  of  the  facts. 

354.  I  was  going  to  ask  you  to  explain  what  you 
consider  to  be  the  origin  of  markets,  with  special 
reference  to  the  London  markets  ;  and  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  if  you  would  make  your  statement  in 
your  own  way  ? — So  far  as  I  gather,  the  origin  of 
markets  is  to  be  attributed  no  less  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  victuals  for  those  dwelling  in  towns,  than  to 
the  advantage  which  they  afford  to  the  rural  population 
of  disposing  of  the  produce  of  their  agricultural 
labours  at  a  fair  price.  In  old  times  there  was  also 
another  very  considerable  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
them,  and  that  was  that,  whereas  in  the  private  sale 
of  goods  the  vendor  could  give  no  better  title  to  the 
fifoods  than  he  himself  ix)ssessed,  and  therefore  the 
purchaser  would  by  law  be  compelled  to  restore  them 
to  anyone  who  could  prove  a  better  title,  by  sale  in 
what  was  called  **  market  overt "  the  purchaser 
acquired  a  perfectly  good  title,  of  course  direct  fraud 
being  supposed  to  be  absent.  It  was  for  this  purpose, 
as  stated  in  the  legal  treatise  known  as  "  The  Mirror 
of  Justice"  (attributed  to  a  certain  Andrew  Home, 
an  eminent  citizen  and  fishmonger,  who  also  served 
the  office  of  City  Chamberlain  and  died  in  1328),  that 
tolls  were  established  in  markets  in  order  to  testify 
the  making  of  contracts ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
in  old  times  all  market  bargains  were  made  before  an 
official,  whether  the  reeve,  or  some  person  appointed 
by  him,  or,  in  many  cases,  before  two  or  three 
witnesses.  It  is  also  undoubtedly  the  case  that  in 
Saxon  times  private  contracts  above  the  value  of 
twenty  pence  were  entirely  discountenanced,  and 
everything  of  a  superior  value  was  obliged  to  be 
sold  before  witnesses. 

355.  You  say  that  a  sale  in  market  overt  gave  a 
title  against  all  parties ;  does  that  mean  that  if  the 
seller  disposed  of  something  which  was  not  his  own 
property,  and  which  could  afterwards  be  proved  not 
to  be  his  own  property,  the  fact  that  it  had  been  sold 
in  market  overt  gave  the  purchaser  a  right  to  the 
property  ? — Yes. 

356.  {Mr.  Ulton.)  Except  in  the  case  of  horses  ? — 
Quite  so.  In  the  case  of  a  stoleu  bullock,  fc.r  instance, 
a  man  got  it  safely,  say,  into  Marlborough  Market  on 
the  market  day,  and  sold  it  therein  market  overt; 
the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  hold  the  bullock  against 
all  comers;  he  was  the  lawful  proprietor  of  that 
bullock  ;  but,  as  Mr.  Elton  says,  horses  are  an 
exception. 

357.  {Chaimian,)  Are  there  any  rules  as  to  the 
days  on  which  markets  should  be  held  in  London  ? — 
No,  every  day  in  the  City'  is  a  market  overt ;  and, 
what  is  more,  the  City  itself  is  a  market  overt ;  and 
all  shops  in  the  City  are  market  overt  for  the  goods 
which  each  shopkeeper  proposes  to  deal  in.     So  that 


shoes  sold  at  a  shoemakers  in  the  City  would  be  sold 
in  market  overt ;  but  a  hat  sold  at  a  shoemakers 
would  not  be  sold  in  market  overt.  In  country  towns 
market  overt  is  confined  to  the  particular  market  days 
specified  in  the  charters. 

358.  Will  you  explain  what  the  origin  of  markets 
was  ? — The  erection  of  markets  and  fairs  formed  a 
part  of  the  king's  prerogative  in  apparently  all 
European  countries, — at  all  events,  all  the  JEuropean 
countries  except  Russia ;  I  do  not  know  much  about 
the  Russian  fairs,  although  there  are  one  or  two  very 
large  fairs  held  there.  Theoretically,  no  markets  and 
fair*  could  exist  except  by  direct  grant  from  the  Crown, 
or  by  that  prescription  and  immemorial  usage  which 
presupposes  such  a  direct  grant.  The  iwwer  to  grant 
markets  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  principal  of  the 
Crown's  prerogatives. 

359.  Were  there  in  practice  any  restrictions  as  to 
the  parties  to  whom,  and  the  conditions  under  which, 
markets  should  be  granted  ? — I  think  that,  in  practice, 
there  were.  Before  the  erection  of  a  market,  it  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  its  due  maintenance  and 
regulation  ;  and  the  franchise,  therefore,  was  never 
granted  except  to  some  substantial  and  responsible 
person,  such  as  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  the  munici- 
pality, if  there  were  one.  And,  I  think,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  imposed  a  responsibility  upon  the  grantee 
of  providing  such  sufficient  accommodation  as  was  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  considered  necessary  for  the 
proper  maintenance  and  regulation  of  the  market. 
The  grantee  undoubtedly  was  bound,  either  himself  or 
by  his  officers,  to  be  there  to  witness  bargains  and  to 
guard  against  malpractices,  and,  malfeazances  of  all 
sorts.  Then,  to  enable  the  grantee  to  carry  the 
market  on,  tolls  were  granted. 

360.  And  I  presume  it  was  with  the  same  object 
that  a  monopoly  was  established  within  certain  dis- 
tricts ?  —  Yes,  the  monopoly  has  generally  been 
construed  to  extend  to  something  like  seven  miles, 
which  is  now  known  generally  as  a  sort  of  common 
law  limit.  I  do  not  myself  know  exactly  why  the 
seven  miles  should  have  been  pitched  upon  for  the 
common  law  limit ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
better  reason  for  it  than  the  old  reason  that  is  given, 
and  that  is,  that  it  is  the  third  pai*t  of  21  miles,  21 
miles  being  supposed  to  be  a  day's  journey  for  a  man. 
That  allowed  him  seven  miles  to  go  to  market  and 
seven  miles  to  come  back,  and  the  period  occupied  by 
seven  miles  travelling  to  do  his  business  in  the  market. 
That  seems  to  have  been  the  old  reason  ;  whethei*  it 
is  a  good  one  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  but  that  com- 
putation is  certainly  a  very  ancient  one.  In  the 
days  when  these  charters  were  originally  granted 
such  a  thing  as  free  trade  had  of  course  never  been 
thought  of,  and  they  were  granted  as  monopolies; 
and  From  that  time  to  this,  down  to  the  last  decision 
in  the  case  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  v. 
Homer  in  the  Spitalfields  case,  the  law  has  entirely 
recognized  that  the  institution  of  a  rival  market 
within  the  distance,  or  thereabouts,  of  seven  miles,  is 
an  injury  and  tortious ;  is  both  damnosutn  and 
injuriosum  to  the  original  grantee  of  the  market.  In 
fact,  it  is  b  nuisance  to  the  neighbouring  market. 


Mr.  G.  Prior 
S6  Nov.  1887. 


c 

Digitized  by 


Google 


550 


UOVAL   CX)MMI88I0N    ON    MAHKBT   KIGHTS    AND    TOLI/S  : 


Mr,  G.  Prior  361.  jg  there  anything  to  show  whether  the  right 
GoldnAy,       ^£   ^hargjug    ^^Ug^    ^^(1    the    monopolv   which    was 

26  Nov  1887     "^^cessary  to  secure   that  right  were  conferred  only 

I '    with  the  view  of  enabling  the  grantee  to  defray  the 

necessary  expenses,  or  whether  it  was  contemplated 
that  he  should  make  any  profit  out  of  them  ? — It  is  a 
qnestion  that  I  do  not  suppose  anybody  could  answer 
with  absolute  certainty,  but  I  rather  take  it,  so  far  as 
I  can  judge,  that  the  grant  of  a  market  charter  seems 
not  to  have  been,  at  all  events  in  the  cases  that  have 
come  under  my  notice,  a  grant  for  anything  but  what 
we  may  call  public  purposes,  not  as  a  source  of  private 
revenue.  But  I  think  that  the  grant  of  charters  of 
fairs  seems  to  be  otherwise.  Both  in  this  country, 
and  certainly  in  France,  I  think  you  will  find  if  you 
go  into  these  matters  further,  that  where  as  a  general 
rule  the  maricet  tolls  are  very  reasonable,  compared 
even  with  the  dates  when  they  were  granted,  the  fair 
tolls  are  high,  and  were  very  shortly  after  the  time  that 
they  were  granted  a  source  of  considerable  revenue  to 
the  grantees.  That  seems  to  be,  from  what  research 
I  have  been  able  to  make,  the  general  result. 

362.  When  charters  were  originally  granted  was 
there  any  limit  fixed  to  the  amount  of  tolls  that  might 
be  charged,  or  was  that  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
grantee  himself? — I  think  that  there  are  a  gieat 
many  instances  both  ways.  I  should  think  that  under 
the  earliest  charters  you  would  probably  find  that 
there  are  no  tolls.  Of  course,  by  the  common  law  the 
toll  must  be  reasonable. 

363.  Would  that  imply  that  if  the  toll  could  be 
shown  to  be  so  high  as  to  materially  limit  trade,  it 
would  be  declared  to  be  unreasonable  and  therefore 
void  ? — It  would  be  declared  to  be  unreasonable ;  but  t 
do  not  know  that  I  should  go  so  far  as  to  say  "  and 
therefore  void."  I  should  like  to  consider  that  point 
more  carefully  than  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing.  It  would  not  be  a  cause  of  forfeiture  of  the 
market  certainly  under  the  decision  of  all  the  judges 
in  the  Islington  market  case,  to  which  I  shall  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Commission.  So  I  guard  myself  by 
saying  that  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  be  therefore 
void. 

364.  {Sir  Thamas  Martineau.)  But  there  must  be 
some  result  of  its  being  unreasonable  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  voidable ;  but  it  is  rather  an  intricate  point 
of  law,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  be  too  perfectly  certain 
about  it. 

365.  It  would  be  voidable  if  not  void  ? — Yes. 

366.  (Chairman.)  What  were  the  charters  under 
which  the  London  markets  were  originally  granted  ? — 
The  earliest  charter  that  we  have,  and  which  is  still 
in  a  very  fairly  good  state  of  preservation,  is  the 
charter  of  the  first  year  of  Edward  III. ;  and  that 
charter  sets  out  and  confirms  the  privileges  of  the 
City,  that  no  market  should  be  erected  within  seven 
leucas  of  the  City.  The  lenca  appears  to  be  about 
280  feet  less  than  a  mile. 

367.  {Mr.  Little,)  Is  not  a  lema  2,000  paces  ?— 
Yes,  I  believe  it  is.  With  regaixi  to  this  charter 
which  has  not  been  the  subject  of  litigation,  because 
it  has  never  been  contested,  but  which  has  been 
adjudged  upon  a  great  many  times,  and  even  com- 
paratively recently,  within  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
it  is  a  charter  granted  in  Parliament ;  it  is  what  is 
called  a  statute-charter  or  a  charter-statute.  The 
date  is  the  first  of  Edward  III.  f  1312),  which  was 
before  there  was  such  a  thing  as  Private  Bill 
legislation  ;  and  the  judges  held  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  appeal  that  such  charters  are  to  be  con- 
sidered and  taken  in  precisely  the  same  way  as  local 
and  personal  statutes.  This  was  granted  in  Parlia- 
ment with  the  approbation  of  Parliament. 

368.  {Mr.  Elton.)  Would  it  be  on  the  Rolls  of 
Parliament  ? — No,  they  are  not  on  the  Rolls  of  Par- 
liament. When  you  come  to  see  the  case  that  I  shall 
refer  you  to  presently  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
V,  Goldsmid,  that  is  gone  into  at  some  considerable 
length  by  Lord  Selborne. 

369.  S^mie  such  charters  are  on  the  Rolls  of  Par- 
liament, and  I  have  seen  them  there ;  but  this  one 


you  say,  is  not  on  the  Rolls  of  Parliament  ? — No,  this 
is  not 

370.  {Chairman.)  This  charter  has  been  subse- 
quently confirmed,  I  apprehend,  on  several  occasions  ? 
— By  roost  of  the  Plantagenet  Kings  in  the  first  yeai-s 
or  so  of  their  reigns.  Then  later  on,  in  the  Stuart 
period,  there  were  Inspeximus  charters  granted. 
Then  taking  this  from  the  report  in  3  Clark  and 
FineUy's  House  of  Lords  cases  on  the  charter  itself, 
the  general  effect  comes  to  this :  (1 .)  That  the  charter, 
being  granted  in  Parliament,  had  the  effect  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  corresponded  1o  the  local  and 
personal  Acts  of  the  present  day,  and  the  Crown  would 
have  no  right  to  grant  another  market  within  the 
common  law  distance  of  seven  miles  of  the  City. 
(2.)  That  a  grantee  of  a  market  may  hold  it  anywhere 
he  pleases  within  certain  limits,  or  in  more  places  than 
one,  and  may  change  the  place  in  which  it  is  held,  but 
that  an  obligation  is  cast  upon  him  to  provide  con- 
venient accommodation  for  all  who  desire  to  buy  and 
sell  in  the  public  market,  otherwise  there  would  arise 
a  good  defence  to  an  action  brought  by  the  grantee  of 
the  franchise  against  any  person  for  selling  out  of  the 
market  to  the  prejudice  of  his  right,  provided  that 
such  person  had  been  prevented  from  selling  in  the 
market  by  want  of  convenient  room.  (3.)  That  this 
breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  grantee  might  o])erato 
as  a  forfeiture,  and  furnish  a  ground  for  a  scire  facias 
to  repeal  the  patent  by  which  the  market  was  gninted, 
even  if  it  did  not  lay  him  open  to  an  indictment  for  a 
misdemeanour.  (4.)  That  so  long  as  the  grant  remains 
unrepealed,  any  default  in  providing  proper  accommo- 
dation for  the  public  could  not  of  itself  operate  in 
point  of  law  as  a  ground  for  granting  a  new  cbarter 
to  another  to  hold  a  market  within  the  common  law 
distance  which  should  be  injurious  to  the  existing 
market.  (5.)  That  in  the  case  of  a  grant  of  a  market 
being  one  of  meies  and  bounds,  and  the  grantee 
incapable  of  enlarging  its  limits,  this  circumstiince, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  it  would  be  for  the 
advantage  of  the  public  that  a  new  market  should  be 
erected,  would  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  Crown 
to  take  such  steps  as  according  to  law  would  have  the 
effect  of  erecting  a  new  market  to  such  an  extent  as 
would  remedy  the  inconvenience  without  affecting 
the  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  old  market,  and  for 
that  purpose  a  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  might  issue, 
and  upon  the  inquisition  returned  on  that  writ,  that 
the  erection  of  a  new  market  would  not  be  to  the 
damage  of  others  {non  sit  ad  nocumentum  alterius 
mercati)  the  Crown  might  grant  such  a  new  market. 
(6.)  That  damage  done  to  the  owner  of  a  franchise  of 
a  market  by  the  erection  of  a  new  market  within 
common  law  distance  may  form  a  fit  subject  for  com- 
pensation. The  case  in  Clark  and  Finelly  arose  in 
this  way :  A  Bill  was  brought  in  to  establish  a 
market  outside  the  London  Cattle  Market ;  in  fact, 
shortly  speaking,  it  was  before  the  removal  of  the  old 
Smithfield  Market,  when  a  great  many  schemes  were 
introduced  by  a  great  many  people,  to  get  the  old 
Smithfield  Cattle  Market  out  of  London:  and  this 
was  one  of  the  schemes  that  were  introduced.  It 
went  before  a  Private  Bill  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  point  was  then  raised  as  to  whether 
Parliament  could  grant  such  a  charter  without  com- 
pensation to  the  holders.  The  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords  then  sent  for  the  Common  Law 
.Judges,  and  laid  particular  questions  and  cases  before 
the  Common  Law  Judges,  as  the  House  of  Lords  ai-e 
constantly  in  the  habit  of  doing ;  and  the  Common 
Law  Judges  after  one  or  two  meetings,  and  the 
matter  being  sent  back  to  them  on  more  than  one 
occasion  gave  a  very  elaborate  judgment  on  each  of 
the  points  specifically.  The  last  time  when  that  was 
again  under  judicial  notice,  was  in  the  cases  of 
the  Spitalfields  Market,  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  v.  Goldsmid,  and  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  v.  Horner.  The  case  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  v.  Goldsmid  also  went  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  who  gave  their  judgment  in 
1884. 
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371.  (Mr.  Elton.)  The  first  case  in  Clark  and 
Finally  that  you  have  referred  his  Lordship  to,  was 
l^ore  a  Parliamentary  Committee ;  it  did  not  go  up 
tp  the  House  of  Lords  as  a  judicial  tribunal? — It  waa 
bjefore  a  Private  Bill  Con^mittee  of  the  House  of 
liords,  and  they  called  in  the  Common  Law  judges. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  v.  Goldsmid 
went  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  as  the  last  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  there  their  liordships  quote  with  full 
approval  all  through  the  opinions  of  the  judges,  and 
deal  at  considerable  length  with  this  Chartei*  of 
Edward  III. ;  but  I  think  I  have  given  as  nearly  as 
I  ^could  the  general  result  of  tho?e  decisions. 

372.  {Chairman.)  I  will  now  ask  you  to  state  to 
us  briefly  what  are  the  markets  in  actual  use,  aA4 
under  the  supervision  .of.  the  Corporation  ? — The 
mairkets  now  in  actual  use  and  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Corporation  are  the  London  Central  Markets, 
the  London  Central  Fish  Market,  Farringdon  Market, 
Smithfield  Hay  Market,  the  Metropolitan  Cattle 
Market,  Leadenh&ll  Market,  Billingsgate  Market,  and 
the  Deptford  Cattle  Foreign  Market. 

373.  What  is  the  London  Central  Maiket?— The 
London  Central  Market  is  for  the  sale  of  meat  of  all 
kinds,  poultry (  and  animal  food.  This  market 
occupies  an  enormous  range  of  new  buildings  east  of 
Farringdon  Road,  and  north-west  of  St.  Bartholomew's. 
It  was  first  opened  for  business  in  December  1875, 
and  was  constructed  under  Statutory  powers,  so  as 
to  enable  the  Corporation  to  acquire  a  good  deaj  of 
land,  and  to  make  street  improvements,  and  so  on. 
The  ordinary  compulsory  powers. 

374.  Will  you  describe  the  London  Central  Fish 
Market? — The  London  Ceptral  Fish  Market  joins 
the  above  market,  and  the  construction  of  it ,  was 
originally  designed  as  a  vegetable  market.  Before  it 
was  completed,  however  (I  will  give  you  the  dates 
afterwards),  it  was  considered  very  desirable  to 
establish  an  inland  rail-borne  fish  market,  and  so  this 
building,  which  was  then  not  quite  completed,  was^ 
converted  into  a  fish  market  for  rail-borne  fish  ;  and 
in  1882,  an  Act  was  obtained  for  the  purpose.  Since 
1882  we  have  endeavoured  to  carry  it  on  as  a  fish 
market,  but  the  failure  was  so  apparent,  that  in  the 
Session  of  1886  another  Act  of  Parliament  was 
obtained,  so  that  the  fish  might  be  transferred  to  a 
more  commodious  building  on  another  part  of  the 
same  site,  removing  to  the  vacated  spot  the  old 
Farringdon  Vegetable  Market,  which  is  rather  a  dirty 
old  place,  some  200  yards  lower  down  the  same  road. 
This  had  been  originally  in  contemplation  when  this 
building  was  first  established.  That  Bill  was  passed 
in  1886,  and  the  work  is  now  going  on,  but  by  reason 
of  its  being  over  the  railway  it  can  only  proceed  very 
slowly. 

375.  Will  you  describe  the  Farringdon  Market? — 
The  FaiTingdon  Market,  which  is  a  fruit  and  vegetable 
mai'ket,  was  established  on  this  particular  site  when 
the  great  street  improvements  were  carried  out,  after 
the  demolition  of  the  Old  Fleet  Market,  &c.  There 
seems  always  to  have  been  some  sort  of  fruit  and 
vegetable  market  somewhere  about  here  in  quite  a 
small  way  for  a  long  time,  but  this  was  all  built  with 
stone  when  these  street  improvements  and  approaches 
to  Blackfriars  Bridge  were  made.  When  the  work  of 
which  I  spoke  just  now  is  completed,  this  market  will 
be  moved  bodily  away  to  this  new  site,  and  the  Act  of 
Parliament  provides  that  the  present  site  is.  to  be  sold. 

376.  Will  you  describe  the  SnuthfieW  Hay  Market? 
— The  Smithfield  Hay  and  Straw  Market  is  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  London  Central  Markets.  It 
is  an  extremely  small  and  insignificant  market,  and  its 
principal  interest  lies  in  the  fact  that, it  is  held  on  the 
site  where  the  martyrs  used  to  be  burnt.  It  brings  ia 
a  very  small  amount  of  revenue.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
hay  or  straw  \f}  any  extent  sold  m  London  markets 
now.  The  whole  of  that  trade  is  done  at  the  railway 
termini.  .  It  is  an  open  market,  and  people  in  th^ 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  London  who  have  a  few 
tons  q£  hay  or  straw  to  sell  will  bring  it  here  and  sell 
it;  but  it  is  quite  a  small  aSair. 


377.  Will    you    describe   the  Metropolitan   Cattle    Mr.  G.  Prior 
Market  ?— The  Metropolitan  Cattie  Market,  at  Isling-        Goldney. 
ton,  is  the  largest  cattle  market  in  the  world,  and  I    ^^  j^^^  ^g^- 
would  venture  to  suggest  to  the  Commission  that  they  ' 
should  go  up  and  see  it.     It  is  such  an  enormous 
undertaking,  and  the  whole  thing  is  on  such  a  scale, 

that  I  do  not  think  the  Commission  will  get  a  very 
accurate  conception  of  it  unless  they  go  and  see  both 
that  and  the  Deptford  Market. 

378.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  the  Metropolitan 
Cattle  Market.?— It  covers  alt<^ther  some  75  acres 
of  land,  and  the  actual  tie-up  places  in  the  market — the 
market  ring — occupies  15  or  16  acres.  It  is  a  very 
large  business. 

379.  WiU.you  now  describe  Leadenhall  Market? — 
Leadenhall  Market  is  still  called  Leadenhall  Market^ 
although  as  a. matter  of  fact,  it  has  got  itself  moved 
a  little,  away  from  Leadenhall  down  more  to  Grace- 
church  Street,  under  the  last  Act  of  1879,  when  the 
whole  place  was  rebuilt  in  connexion  with  the  street 
improvements,  and  the  widening  of  approaches,  and 
so  on. 

380.  Will  you  describe  Billingsgate  Market? — 
Biliingsgate  Market,  which  is  on  the  river,  east  of 
London  Bridge,  is  probably  the  oldest  market  of 
vdiich  we  have  any  sort  of  trace,  certainly  going  back 
into  Saxon  times.  It  has  a  good  landing  frontage  to 
the  river  on  one  side,  and  a  frontage  to  Lower  Thames 
Street  on  the  other  side.  It  was  rebuilt  under  the 
Act  of  1871,  and  the  building  was  opened  for  business 
at  the  end  of  1872,  or  the  beginning  of  1873. 

381.  Will  you  describe  the  Deptford  Foreign  Cattle 
Market?— Of  the  Deptford  Foreign  Cattle  Market 
the  corporation  are  the  local  authority  under  the 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1869.  That 
market  is  for  the  landing,  lairage,  and  slaughter  of 
foreign  cattle  only;  no  animal  that  goes  in  there 
comes  out  alive. 

382.  (Mr.  Elton.)  When  was  that  market  esta- 
blished ?— Immediately  after  1869 ;  the  Corporation 
spending  a  great  deal  of  money  over  the  old  Deptford 
dockyard. 

383.  (Chainnan.)  I  understand,  from  what  you 
say,  that  the  charter  to  which  you  have  referred  did 
not  create  a  new  state  of  things,  but  was  only  a 
parliamentary  recognition  of  the  existence  of  a  market 
in  the. City  before  that  date? — Yes.  There  were  a 
good  many  old  markets  in  the  very  earliest  times  in  the 
City.  Billkigsgate,  Leadenhall,  and  Smithfield  markets 
seem  to  be  the  oldest  of  which  we  have  any  trace. 

384.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Was  not  Cheapside  a  market  ? — 
Yes,  there  were  two  Chepes;  there  was  Eastcheap, 
and  what  we  call  Cheapside  now.  It  is  known  that 
Billingsgate  was  a  place  where  boats  laden  with  fish 
came,  and  paid  tolls  in  the  reign  of  Ethelred ;  we 
have  extracts  showing  that.  That  was  from  979  to 
1016.  Smithfield,  according  to  one  of  our  old 
records,  was  an  existing  market  in  1253.  There  also 
was  held  Bartholomew  Fair,  of  which  the  Corporation 
seem  to  have  had  one-half,  or  one  fair  ;  the  other  half, 
or  the  other  fair,  being  granted  to  the  Prior  of  the 
Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  site  of  which  is  now 
occupied  by  the  present  hospital.  On  the  dissolution 
of  the  monasteries,  the  right  in  the  last-mentioned 
fair  came  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John  Rich,  who  was 
then  Attorney-General  ;  and  I  think  by  inheritance 
it  subsequently,  came  down  to  the  present  Lord 
Kensington,  or  his  father,  who  sold  whatever  it  was 
worth  to  the  Corporation.  But  the  fair  entirely  died 
out  by  the  action  of  the  Corporation,  it  having  degene- 
rated into  a  nuisance,  and  there  is  not  even  a  pleasure 
fair  held  there  now,  though  at  one  time  it  was  a 
considerable  fair. 

385.  (Chairman.)  It  ceased  altogether  about  the 
year  1855,  I  understand? — ^Yes.  The  Lord  Mayor 
used  to  go  down  with  some  of  the  Aldermen  and  open 
the  fair,  and  there  was  a  certain  ceremony  performed, 
but  that  was  all  given  up  in  1855.  That  was  the  date 
of  the  last  proclamation,  and  then  it  was  only  a  sort 
of  pleasure  fair  at  which  they  sold  ginger  bread  nuts, 
an4  a  great  immy  books. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


22 


BOTAL  OOMMISSION   ON   MABKET   BIGHTS  AND   TOLLS: 


Mr.  G,  Prior 
Gcldney. 

26  Nov.  1887. 


386.  Were  there  formerly  any  other  markets  in  the 
City  ? — There  have  been  a  great  many  other  markets 
at  different  times  in  the  City,  but  with  the  growth  of 
the  City,  and  the  change  of  the  habits  and  wants  of  the 
population,  they  have  gradually  disappeared.  Taking 
them  quite  shortly,  there  was  one  at  Queenhithe,  which 
was  another  ancient  haven  or  slipway  or  landing 
place  in  the  Thames,  where  com  was  landed.  That 
seems  to  have  been  part  of  the  dowry  of  the  Queens 
of  England,  and  was  therefore  called  Queenhithe.  It 
was  granted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  London  by 
Bichard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  the  king's  brother,  for  50/. 
a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  Earl,  which  grant  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  Royal  Letters  Patent.  The 
site  of  that  market  is  all  built  over  now,  and  the 
market  has  entirely  ceased  to  exist.  Then,  towards 
the  end  of  the  13th  century,  a  certain  Henry-le- 
Waleys,  who  was  Lord  Mayor,  obtained  permission 
from  the  Crown  to  build  upon  some  land  near  the 
churchyard  of  *•  Wollechurch,"  and  to  lease  the  build- 
ing for  the  bene6t  of  the  Wardens  of  London  Bridge. 
He  accordingly  erected  a  building  which  he  called  <*  les 
stokkes,"  and  which  he  leased  to  certain  fishmongers 
for  the  use  of  butchers  and  fishmongers  as  a  market 
for  the  sale  of  their  goods.  This  arrangement  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  letters  patent  of  Edwai*d  IL 
in  1 304,  and  it  continued  on  as  the  Stokkes  Market 
until  it  was  abolished  for  the  building  of  the  present 
Mansion  House,  which  was  built  by  Sir  John  Dance 
about  120  years  ago.  Then,  with  regard  to  Leaden- 
hall  Market,  what  the  Leadenhall  was  I  do  not  quite 
know,  but  at  all  events  it  was  a  court  oi  justice  very 
early  in  the  fourteenth  century,  and  the  Corporation 
used  to  meet  there  ;  they  had  one  meeting  certainly 
in  the  year  1326.  But  in  the  fourteenth  century  it 
became  the  site  of  a  granary  erected  by  Simon  Eyre, 
an  Alderman,  and  to  this  granary  was  removed  '*  the 
"  market  for  poultry,  victuals,  grain,  eggs,  butter, 
**  n  nd  cheese,  and  the  like,  which  had  been  used  to  be 
"  held  at  the  Leadenhall." 

387.  (Mr.  Elton,)  It  is  a  common  phrase  for  dis- 
tinguishing the  old  halls  at  the  Universities,  which 
are  spoken  of  as  "  the  Glazed  hall,"  **  the  Leaden  hall/* 
"  the  Glass  hall  ;*'  it  refers  to  something  on  the  roof? 
— Probably.  There  was  a  sort  of  small  general  market 
underneath.  Later  on  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
considerable  market  for  hides.  However,  that  faded 
away,  and  when  the  new  market  was  built  under  the 
Act  of  1879,  no  provision  was  made  for  any  hides, 
nor  was  there  any  demand  for  it.  Then  as  early  as 
the  year  13G4,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  comnK)n 
market  on  the  pavement  within  Newgate,  within,  I 
suppose,  the  new  gate ;  and  eleven  years  later  proclama- 
tion was  made  that  the  foreign  poulterers  entering  the 
City  by  Newgate  and  Aldersgate,  should  sell  their 
wares  "  on  the  pavement  before  the  Friar's  Minors  ;" 
that  is  to  say,  before  the  house  of  the  Grey  Friars, 
whereon  at  the  present  day  stands  Christ's  Hospital. 
Under  the  Act  this  market  was  subsequently  removed 
to  the  central  markets. 

388.  {Chairfnan.)  That  market  was  not  only  allowed 
but  enjoined  to  be  held  in  the  streets? — In  the 
streets. 

389.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Was  it  outside  or  inside  the 
gates  ? — Inside. 

390.  (Mr.  Little,)  The  "  foreign  poulterers  "  were 
persons  outside  the  City,  I  presume  ? — Yes.  Of  course 
in  early  days  all  markets  were  held  more  or  less  in  the 
open  streets,  such  as  Gracechurch  Street,  Old  Fish 
Street,  and  Chepe  particularly.  There  were  two 
Chepes  situate  within  the  City,  namely,  Easi cheap 
and  Westcheap  (now  known  as  Cheapside).  The 
former,  the  East  Chepe,  was  a  market  chiefly  for 
butchers,  whilst  the  latter,  Cheapside,  served  the 
purpose  of  a  common  market  for  all  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise. It  became  so  much  the  custom  to  hold 
markets  in  the  streets,  that  a  proclamation  was  issued 
in  1310  forbidding  either  man  or  woman  to  hold  a 
market  in  the  highway  of  Chepe  after  the  hours  of 
noon  as  theretofore  had  been  done,  nor  yet  in  any 
other  place  within  the  City,  save  only  upon  Cornhill ; 


so  that  at  that  time  there  must  have  been  some  sort 
of  general  market  in  Cornhill ;  and  it  is  noticeable 
that  in  so  many  country  towns  you  find  that  the 
Cornhill  is  one  of  the  approaches  to  the  market  place. 
In  Dorchester,  the  Cornhill  is  the  principal  approach 
to  the  market  place,  and  in  many  other  towns  you 
find  a  similar  condition  of  things.  These  markets 
would  be  old  markets,  and  certainly  not  limited  by 
metes  and  bounds ;  they  were  simply  in  the  street. 

391.  (Chaimum.)  Not,  I  presume,  possessing  any 
monopoly  ? — ^No,  except  that  they  were  part  of  the 
Corporation's  markets. 

391a.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Part  of  the  general  market 
extending  all  over  the  City,  which  you  told  us  of? — 
Yes. 

892.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  next  point  in  the 
history  of  the  dty  markets  to  which  you  desire  to  call 
our  attention  ? — The  next  great  era  in  the  history  of 
the  markets  in  the  City  was  the  Great  Fire.  AJHter 
the  occurrence  of  the  Great  Fire  there  were  two 
building  Acts,  "Fire  Acts"  we  alwajrs  call  them, 
passed  in  the  19th  and  22nd  of  the  reign  of  Churles  II. 
Certain  judges  were  appointed  as  commissioners  to 
adjudicate  speedily  upon  the  different  claims.  The 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  appointed  certain  sur- 
veyors to  survey  and  report.  Under  the  second  of 
those  Acts,  22nd  Charles  II.,  cap.  11,  a  special  clause 
was  inserted  enabling  the  ground  to  be  assigned  for 
public  market  places.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
read  this  clause  ''That  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and 
''  Commons  of  the  said  City  in  Common  Council 
^  assembled  shall  and  may  and  are  hereby  empowered 
''  to  employ  such  places  and  portions  of  ground 
''  within  the  said  City  and  liberties  thereof  as  by  and 
''  with  His  said  Majesty's  approbation  now  are,  or 
''  before  the  tenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  six 
''  hundred  and  sixty-nine  shall  be,  set  out  and 
"  adjudged  necessary  and  convenient,  as  well  for  the 
''  public  market  places  there  as  also  for  the  ornament, 
''  enlargement,  and  convenience  of  the  said  Royal 
''  Exchange  and  other  places  afore  mentioned,  and 
**  every  or  any  of  them  respectively."  That  gave 
them  very  great  latitude.  One  of  the  principal 
markets  established  under  that  Act  was  a  market 
called  Honey  Lane  Market.  King  Street  goes  up  to 
the  front  of  the  GuildhalU  and  Honey  Lane  lies  just  to 
the  left  of  King  Street,  out  of  Cheapside.  Some  few 
years  ago  that  market  was  pulled  down,  and  the  new 
City  of  London  School  was  built  on  the  site ;  that 
school  in  its  turn  has  been  pulled  down  and  moved  on 
to  the  Embankment. 

393.  (Mr.  Elton.)  1  suppose  that  all  the  streets  with 
such  names  as  Milk  Street  and  Honey  Lane  and  so  on 
are  bits  of  market  ? — Probably ;  however,  Honey 
Lane  was  older  than  the  market. 

394.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  I  have  seen  the  name  and 
am  familar  with  the  place ;  what  was  Honey  Lane 
Market  for  ? — It  seems  to  have  been  a  general  market 
for  meat,  poultry,  and  vegetables ;  I  think  it  was  what 
you  would  call  a  general  retail  market ;  and  it  wa.s 
with  reference  to  the  establishment  of  that  market 
and  the  allegation  that  notwithstanding  this  Act  the 
Corporation  had  no  power  to  levy  tolls,  that  Judge 
Jeffreys  advised  that  the  City  Charter  should  be 
forfeited,  and  forfeited  it  was,  as  we  all  know,  till  1689, 
after  the  Eevolution.  At  that  time  also  all  the  market 
was  clearly  moved  out  of  Cheapside ;  and  very 
shortiy  afterwards,  and  probably  as  part  of  the  same 
scheme,  a  market  was  established  called  Newgate 
Market,  just  opposite  Newgate  Prison,  in  the  rather 
large  open  space  there. 

395.  (Chairman.)  Will  you  continue  the  history  of 
the  City  markets?— On  the  10th  February  1667  a 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  places  most 
convenient  for  the  public  markets,  delivered  a  report 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  in  which  they 
recommended  certain  improvements  to  be  made  at 
Leadenhall  Market  and  the  Stocks  Market,  the  opening 
of  a  market-place  in  or  near  Honey  Lane  on  the  site 
of  the  Milk  Street  church  and  churohyard  and  Honey 
Lane   church,  instead    of   the    markeL^bich 
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formerly  held  in  Cheapside,  and  the  extension  of  the 
market  place  at  Newgate,  so  as  to  serve  for  a 
^ white"  market  instead  of  that  formerly  held  in 
Newgate  Street.  In  fact  the  Cheapside  part  of  the 
market  was  moved  np  into  Honey  Lane.  There  seems 
on  that  site  at  Newgate  to  have  been  a  herb  market, 
which  had  been  moved  there  from  Aldersgate  Street. 

396.  The  object  of  all  these  proceedings  appears  to 
have  been  to  concentrate  more  or  less  the  then 
existing  markets  ?—  Yes,  and  to  clear  them  oat  of  the 
streets. 

397.  What  was  the  next  action  that  was  taken  ? — 
In  1692  the  Court  of  Aldermen  instructed  the  City 
surveyors  appointed  under  the  Fire  Acts  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  several  markets  of  the  City.  This 
appears  to  have  been  completed  by  the  following  year, 
and  the  farmers  of  the  markets  (showing  clearly  that 
the  markets  were  all  farmed)  petitioned  the  Court  to 
take  steps  with  a  view  to  perpetuating  the  testimony 
of  the  Surveyors  as  to  the  boundaries  and  other  rights 
of  the  markets,  which  the  Court  was  very  willing  to 
do ;  and  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  bo  exhibited  in 
Chancery  to  that  end.  Whether  or  no  this  was  carried 
out  does  not  readily  appear  in  the  City  Becords; 
probably  not,  otherwise  there  would  scarcely  have 
arisen  the  necessity  of  issuing  a  similar  order  as 
appears  six  years  later.  There  the  records  seem  to 
stop. 

398.  What  could  have  been  the  object  of  tryingto 
perpetuate  the  evidence  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
markets,  if,  as  you  say^  the  whole  City  had  the  legal 
rights  of  market  ? — ^I  think  probably  they  must  have 
had  in  their  minds  Judge  Jefireys  attack  on  these  Acts, 
when  the  City  Chaiter  was  suspended;  and  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  doubt  as  to  whether, 
although  the  whole  City  was  market  overt,  and  all 
under  tlie  control  of  the  Corporation,  you  could  move  a 
market  at  all,  even  by  Act  of  Parliament  or  anything. 
That  is  the  only  suggestion  that  I  can  make. 

399.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Were  there  several  farmers  of  the 
markets  ? — Yes;  I  fancy  that  every  market  was 
farmed. 

400.  (Mr,  Little,)  They  wunted  the  boundaries 
settled  as  between  farmer  and  farmer  ? — Yes.  I 
mention  that  more  to  show  that  markets  were  farmed 
at  that  time  than  for  any  other  purpose. 

401.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  It  naay  have  been 
a  matter  of  convenience  as  regards  the  occupation  of 
the  streets  ? — It  may  have  been.  The  whole  place 
was  in  a  state  of  re-building  at  that  time. 

402.  (Chairman.)  What  is  the  next  point  ? — Then, 
taking  them  chronologically,  by  Statute  10  &  11  Will. 
III.  Can.  24,  Billingsgate  Marker  was  made  a  free 
market  for  the  sale  of  fish  for  anyone  to  buy  and  sell 
therein,  and  certain  tolls  were  fixed  which  were  to  be 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of 
Aldermen.  This  was  followed  by  a  great  many  other 
Acts  dealing  with  the  fish  trade,  although  not 
specifically  with  Billingsgate. 

403.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  But  your  expression 
^^  free  market "  does  not  mean  that  it  is  free  of  toll, 
does  it? — No,  that  it  is  a  free  and  open  market  for 
anybody  to  come  and  trade  there,  from  which  one 
would  assume  that  before  that  period  it  was  not  free. 

404.  (Mr.  Harwood.)  You  say  that  these  markets 
were  let  to  farmers ;  I  suppose  that  those  farmers  had 
the  entire  control  of  them,  and  only  permitted  certain 
people  to  sell  in  them  ? — I  expect  so. 

405.  And  this  market,  in  contradistinction  to  those, 
was  free  to  anybody  ? — ^Yes. 

406.  (Mr,  Charrington.)  Is  BiUingsgate  Market 
free  to  anyone  now  ? — Certainly.  "  An  Act  for 
making  Billingsgate  a  free  market  for  sale  of  fish,"  is 
the  title  of  the  Act,  and  the  preamble  of  the  Act  is : 
^'  Whereas  the  publick  wealth,  honour,  and  safety  of 
'^  this  Kingdom,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  of  trade, 
'^  and  support  of  navigation,  as  in  many  other  respects, 
*'  depend  on  the  improvement  and  encouragement  of  the 
^^  fishery,  and  Billingsgate  having,  time  out  of  mind, 
"  been  a  free  market  for  all  manner  of  floating  and 
<<  salt  fish,  as  also  for  all  manner  of  lobsters  and  shell 


^  fish ;  nevertheless  divers  abuses,  evidently  destruc- 
"  tive  to  that  trade,  have  been  of  late  years  practised, 
"  by  raising  new  impositions  and  toUs,  and  by  fore- 
"  stalling  of  the  markets,  and  other  methods  used  by 
**  the  fishmongers  in  not  permitting  the  fisherwomen 
"  and  others  to  buy  the  said  fish  of  the  said  fisher- 
^'  men,  to  sell  them  again  in  London  and  elsewhere, 
''  by  which  means  the  fishermen  are  obliged  to  sell 
'^  their  fish  to  the  said  fishmongers  at  their  own  rates, 
''  to  the  great  discouragement  of  the  said  fishermen." 
That,  I  think,  pretty  well  explains  it. 

407.  One  hears  a  great  deal  about  the  Billingsgate 
ring ;  is  there  not  a  good  deal  of  that  kind  of  thing 
done  now  ? — One  hears  a  great  deal  about  it,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable,  if  you  will  forgive  me  for 
saying  so,  that  you  should  follow  that  out;  and  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  that  you  should  have  the 
clerk  of  the  market,  and,  if  necessary,  some  of  the 
actual  traders  of  the  market,  before  you. 

408.  (Chairman,)  Will  you  proceed  with  your 
statement  ? — Then,  towards  the  end  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury, the  corporation  took  steps  towards  establishing 
a  meat  market  on  a  piece  of  waste  land  near  Fleet 
Ditch,  which  was  consummated  by  an  Act  of  Common 
Council  passed  in  the  year  1700.  That  has  passed 
away  into  Farringdon  market.  The  Fleet  Ditch  wHsS 
filled  up  about  the  years  1735-37,  and  a  fruit  market 
erected  upon  the  ground  so  reclaimed.  This  con- 
tinued to  be  a  fruit  and  vegetable  market  till  1824, 
when  an  Act  of  Parliament  (5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  151),  was 
obtained  for  its  removal  to  more  commodious  quarters 
In  what  came  to  be  known  as  Farringdon  Mai^ket. 
To  this  latter  market  was  also  removed,  in  1838,  the 
green  or  vegetable  market  formerly  held  in  Newgate 
Market.  In  the  year  1851,  a  statute  known  as  "  The 
Metropolitan  Market  Act "  equally  as  the  "  Smithfield 
Markets  Removal  Act"  was  passed,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  cattle  market  theretofore  held  at  Smithfield. 
Under  this  and  an  amendment  Act  a  couple  of  years 
later,  the  Corporation  bought  and  erected  the  Metro- 
politan Cattle  Market  at  Islington,  at  a  cost  of 
450,000/.  The  land  was  always  supposed  to  have 
been  bought  rather  dear,  but  by  and  by  you  will  have 
all  the  figures.  The  cattle  market  having  been 
removed  from  Smithfield,  a  portion  of  its  site  was 
utilized  as  a  market  for  meat,  poultry,  and  other  pro- 
visions, under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1860 
(23  &  24  Vict  c.  193).  To  this  market  was  also 
removed  in  the  following  year,  the  meat  market,  which 
had  theretofore  been  held  in  Newgate  Market ;  and, 
in  fact,  all  the  other  small  market  places  that  existed, 
or  were  supposed  to  exist,  were  moved  into  that  great 
range  of  buildings.  The  buildings,  of  course,  were 
not  quite  as  large  then  as  they  are  now  ;  they  have 
been  added  to  by  degrees;  but  a  clean  sweep  was 
made,  and  the  markets  were  all  taken  out  of  streets 
and  back  lanes.  Then,  under  the  Statute  32  &  33  Vict. 
c.  70,  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1869, 
several  landing  depdts  were  constituted  all  over  Eng- 
land, and  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  were 
made  the  local  authority  lor  the  landing  and  slaughter- 
ing of  foreign  cattle  at  Deptford.  Tlie  old  dockyard 
was  utilised  with  the  glazed-in  building  slips,  and 
they  served  very  well  for  a  time,  but  if  you  go 
down  there  you  will  see  that  every  bit  of  them  has 
had  to  be  cleared  away,  and  an  enormous  outlay  has 
been  made.  The  reason  why  the  outlay  has  been  so 
large  is  this:  that  you  are  obliged  to  prepare  for 
havinff  a  very  large  vessel  with  a  full  cargo  of  foreign 
animsls ;  and  when  they  are  landed  you  find  one  or 
two  or  them  unsound,  and  all  that  cargo  is  obliged  to 
be  absolutely  isolated.  We  can  isdate  two  complete 
lots  of  cattle,  besides  the  general  aii*angements  for  the 
laii*age  and  slaughter  of  others  ;  so  that  it  required  a 
very  large  space,  and  very  large  and  expensive  build- 
ings. I  went  down  myself  with  Mr.  Dodson  when  he 
was  at  the  Privy  Council,  and  he  took  a  great  interest 
in  it,  and  went  down  a  great  deal  himself  at  that 
time.  At  that  time  we  were  suffering  very  much  from 
pleuro-pneumonia ;  it  was  subsequent  to  the  great 
attack  of  rinderpest.     The  Privy  Council  i^l^ted  upon 


Mr.  G.  Prior 
Goldruy. 

26  Nov.  Ib87. 
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Mr.  Q.  Prior    very  expensive  works  being  carried  out  to ,  facilitate 

Gtldney.       ^\^^  process  of  complete  isolation  ;  and  that,  as  you 

6  No7^887     ^^^^  ^^  when  you  go  there,  has  rendered  the  build- 

J^ '    ing  account  extremely  heavy.     Those  are  the  markets 

so  far  as  they  exist. 

109.  What  information  can  you  give  the  Commis- 
sion with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  markets  ? 
— With  regard  to  the  management  of  the  marketa,  I 
find  that  in  the  year  1771  a  report  was  brought  up  to 
the  Corporation  by  a  sub-committee,  which  stated  that 
Newgate  Market  had  for  some  years,  owing  to  some 
action  of  ejectment,  passed  into  the  Corporation's  own 
hands,  that  is,  out  of  tbe  hands  of  the  farmers.  This 
Committee  recommended  that  Newgate  Market  should 
then  be  kept  in  the  Corporation's  own  hands.  It  was 
subsequently  referred  to  a  sub-committee  to  examine 
ihe  state  of  all  the  other  public  markets  in  the  City, 
as  to  whether  any,  and  if  so,  what  regulations  should 
be  made  for  their  better  care  and  management.  From 
the  report  of  this  sub-committee,  it  appears  that  the 
former  resolution,  which  was  passed  in  1771,  to  keep 
the  markets  for  the  future  in  the  Corporation's  own 
hands,  was  being  carried  into  execution ;  so  that  about 
1771  we  got  rid  of  the  farmers  ;  and  from  that  time 
to  this  the  markets  have  been  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation. 

410.  And  they  are  managed  by  the  Markets  Com- 
mittee?— Yes,  they  are  managed  by  wliat  we  call 
technically  in  the  Corporation  a  "  Ward  Committee ;" 
that  is  to  say,  the  City  being  divided  into  wards,  there 
are  so  many  members  from  each  ward  on  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  members  for  each  ward  retire  ;  so 
that,  although  Cheap  Ward  or  Bread  Street  Ward  or 
any  ward  has  always  so  many  on  the  Committee,  they 
are  not  always  necessarily  the  same  members ;  and 
each  ward  arranges  for  itself  who  shall  represent  that 
particular  ward  on  the  Markets  Committee. 

411.  {Sir  Thomas  Mariineau)  It  is  a  large  Com- 
mittee, then,  I  suppose? — Yes,  the  Markets  Com- 
mittee is-  a  very  large  Committee  ;  but  that  again  is 
divided  into  a  good  many  sub-committees,  who  take 
over  the  business  of  particular  markets,  or  particular 
parts  of  the  business ;  and  they  do  the  detail  work, 
and  then  they  bnrg  it  up  to  the  Markets  Committee ; 
and  then  the  whole  Committee  deal  with  it  after- 
wards. The  Markets  Committee  itself  being  under 
the  Corporation,  when  there  is  any  step  of  more  than 
an  ordinary  character  to  be  taken,  the  matter  comes 
before  the  whole  Corporation  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council.  During  the  reigns  of  Chaiies  H. 
and  James  II.,  a  great  many  attempts  seem  to  have 
been  made  all  over  London  to  obtain  charters  for 
difi*erent  markets. 

412.  (Chairman.)  I  presume  outside  the  City? — 
Yes,  outside  the  City.  Before  that,  we  find  a  great 
many  regulations  and  proclamations  which  everybody 
is  familiar  with,  to  endeavour  to  limit  the  size  and 
the  spreading  of  London  ;  and  the  reason  given,  good 
or  bad,  for  nearly  all  of  them,  is  the  difficulty  of 
finding  victuals.  However,  these  proclamations  did 
not  stop  the  growth  of  London. 

413.  {Mr.  Elton.)  The  Act  of  the  Slst  of  Elizabeth, 
cap.  6,  I  think,  was  one  of  them  ? — Yes,  I  have  a 
reference  to  it  here.  During  the  reign  of  Charles  11. 
and  James  II.,  there  seem  to  have  be^n  an  enormous 
number  of  these  applications  for  new  markets.  Our 
records  ai-e  full  of  oppositions  to  them..  There  were 
scire  f aclases  and  writs  of  ad  quod  damnum^  with  the 
result  that  they  were  found  to  be  both  damnosa  and 
injuriosa  ;  and  a  great  many  markets  were  refused  on 
that  account.  But  there  were  two  markets  granted, 
which  have  since  become  principal  markets.  For  one 
of  these,  the  Spitalfields  Market,  there  seems  to  be 
no  doubt  that  the  Corporation  consented  to  the  grant 
of  the  charter.  At  ^  events,  the  fact  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  tlie  Corporation  that  such  a  charter 
was  applied  for  and  was  to  be  granted.  The  fact  also 
was,  that  a  writ  was  issued  for  an  inquiry  ad  quod 
damnum  before  the  Sheriffs  of  London.  But  there 
seems  to  be  no  evidence  at  all  that  the  Corporation 
ever  opposed.     Possibly  some  arrangement  was  come 


to;  I  cannot  tell.  With  regard  to  Covept  Garden^ 
the  only  fact  that  we  can  find  is,  that  the  matter  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  recorder  that  a  charts 
was  going  to  be  applied  for,  for  Covent  Garden. 

414.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  What  was  the 
date  ? — It  was  rather  early  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 

415.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Was  that  the  beginning 
o£  Covent  Garden  Market,  or  had  there  been  anything 
of  the  kind  before  that? — You  will  probably  have 
Mr.  Bourne  here  from  Covent  Garden ;  but  I  think  you 
will  be  told  that  there  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  <rf 
open  grass  space  somewhere  thereabouts,  and  that 
people  coming  into  London  with  vegetables,  and  so 
on,  used  to  come  early  in  the  morning,  probably 
before  the  gates  of  the  City  were  opened,  and  that 
they  used  to  unload  their  horses  and  wagons;  and 
that  there  was  at  all  events  a  congregation  of  people 
with  goods  to  sell  there,  and  probably  a  sort  of 
illegitimate  forestalling,  and  a  sort  of  market  i^- 
parently  held  there.  I  happen  to  know  a  good  deal 
professionally  about  Covent  Giu*den  Market,  and  I 
think  you  will  get  that  sort  of  evidence  when  you 
come  to  deal  with  it. 

416.  An  irregular  market?  —  There  is  no  doubt 
that  there  was  an  irregular  sort  of  market  held 
there. 

417.  (  Chairman.)  What  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
Corporation  in  recent  times  with  regard  to  the  Qstar 
blishment  of  new  markets? — In  recent  times  the 
poUcy  of  the  Corporation  has  been  to  recognise  and 
assist  in  every  way  the  establishment  of  retail  markets 
all  over  the  metropolis.  A  good  many  markets  have 
been  established  lately, — I  am  sorry  to  say  without 
the  good  results  that  everybody  hoped  and  anticipated 
from  them.  Only  to-day  I  have  learnt  that  the  market 
which  the  Corporation  ^took  a  ^reat  deal  of  friendly 
interest  in,  which  was  established  by  Mr.  Plimsoll  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Thames,  is  now  knocked  up  in 
fact.  Columbia  Market,  which  was  established  by 
Lady  Burdett  Coutts,  is  nearly  in  the  same  state, 
although  they  are  now  going  to  spend  a  greal  deal 
more  money  upon  it  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  a  rail- 
way in;  but  with  regard  to  all  these  markets, — 
railway  dep6ts  as  they  caII  some  of  them, — we  have 
never  opposed  them  in  the  least.  We  have  a  stock 
clause,  which  we  get  put  in  all  their  Acts,  that  nothing 
shall  be  construed  to  be  done  in  derogation  of  the 
City's  right  to  show  that  it  is  not  done  in  derogation 
of  our  charter ;  but  we  rather  encourage  them  than 
otherwise.  Our  markets  in  London  have  really  ceased 
to  be  purely  London  market?  ;  they  have  become  the 
great  wholesale  mai-kets,  certainly  for  England,  of  the 
different  articles  they  deal  with. 

418.  You  use  the  phrase  "retail  markets,"  has 
that  any  definite  signification,  or  does  it  merely  mean 
a  market  on  a  smaller  scale  ? — I  mean  a  market 
where  the  goods  are  sold  retail, — ^where  the  house- 
keeper comes  himself  and  buys  his  goods  for  con- 
sumption. Covent  Garden  is  about  the  only  one  of 
the  large  markets  that  is  both  a  wholesale  and  a  retail 
market.  Covent  Garden  is  very  largely  wholesale  in 
fruit,  and  many  other  things,  but  it  is  also  very  con-^ 
siderably  retail  too.  Billingsgate,  to  a  certain  extent, 
is  a  reteol  market  as  well,  but  you  would  hardly  call 
it  so ;  it  is  the  wholesale  fish  market  for  the  world. 
Billingsgate  fish  goes  to  Nice  and  Cannes  and 
Monaco. 

419.  {Mr.  Little.)  Is  not  the  meat  market  retail 
as  well  as  wholesale  ? — It  is  entirely  wholesale. 

420.  But  you  can  go  and  buy  a  joint,  can  you  not  ? 
— You  can,  and  there  may  be  a  dozen  or  so  joints 
sold  in  the  morning.  You  can  do  it,  but  nobody  does. 
It  is  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  will  strike  you 
veiy  much ;  it  is  very  hard  on  the  poor  in  London, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  it  is  hard  upon  the  producers 
in  the  country.  The  west  end  or  ordinary  London 
butcher  does  not  kill  anything ;  he  goes  to  the  Central 
Meat  Market,  and  he  buys  the  carcase  with  no  ofial 
at  all,  and  he  retails  it.  The  consequence  is  that  in 
London  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  poor  people  to  get 
what  we  know  generally  as  the  "  fifth  quarter,"  and 
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the  farmer  iu  the  country  has  comparatively  little 
sale  for  it,  and  he  loses  something  hy  it.  I  have 
inquired  of  many  butchers  in  London  and  they  tell 
me  that  they  have  not  for  years  bought  and  killed 
anything  of  their  own. 

421-2.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  it  is  a  gi*eat 
advantage  to  get  rid  of  the  nuisance  of  the  slaughter- 
houses ? — Yes,  that  is  another  question.  But  our 
market?,  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  must  always 
be  the  ^reat  wholesale  markets  for  conducting  the 
wholesale  trade  of  the  country.  As  you  'will  hear 
if  you  *ro  into  the  details  of  the  Central  Meat  Market, 
the  distances  from  which  the  carcases  come  to  be 
sold,  and  the  distances  to  which  they  are  sent  away, 
are  very  remarkable.  The  south-eastern  part  of 
England  seems  to  me  to  be  largely  supplied  from  the 
Central  Meat  Market.  Brighton,  Eastbourne,  Hastings, 
and  all  the  towns  in  that  part  of  the  country,  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  seem  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  London  Central  Markets  for  their  supply. 
Of  course  we  know  that  there  are  farmers,  and  that 
there  is  good  land  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  those  places,  and  cattle  and  sheep  ought  to  be 
produced  very  well  there ;  but  that  is  the  course  of 
the  trade. 

423.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  You  say  you  regret  that  the 
business  should  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  these 
wholesale  dealers,  and  that  by  that  means  the  retail 
dealers  and  the  poor  people  do  not  get  tlie  benefit 
which  they  would  otherwise  geL  Supposing  that 
thei'6  was  a  space  to  be  let  in  this  market,  would  the 
Corporation  let  it  to  a  retail  dealer  if  a  retail  dealer 
presented  himself? — They  would  let  it.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  what  retail  trade  there  is,  is  done  by  the  shops 
outside  the  market. 

424.  If  you  will  excuse  me,  that  is  not  the  point. 
I  have  some  experience  of  markets  of  a  similar  kind. 
Supposing  tliat  there  was  a  space  to  let  next  week, 
and  that  a  man  came  and  said,  <'  I  am  not  going  into 
'^  the  wholesale  business,  but  I  am  going  to  sell  the 
•*  meat  by  the  pound,"  would  you  let  the  space  to  a 
person  who  came  to  you  in  that  way  ?— Willingly  and 
gladly ;  and  we  rather  hope  that  this  new  market  (in 
drawing  the  Act  I  was  particularly  careful  to  make 
the  words  wide  enough)  at  the  south- western  end  may 
develop  a  small  retail  trade,  certainly  for  fish  and 
vegetables,  and  also  for  meat. 

425.  {Chairman,)  You  have  put  in,  or  are  pre- 
pared to  put  in,  I  think,  a  list  of  the  principal  markets 
which  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation  ? 
— Yes.  The  principal  markets  not  under  the  control 
of  the  Corporation  are  the  Borough  Market  for  fruit 
and  vegetables,  situated  in  High  Street,  in  the  Borough 
of  Southwark  ;  Covent  Garden  Market ;  then  there  is 
the  Great  Northern  Potato  I>ep6t  at  King's  Cross, 
which  has  become  a  very  large  and  important  market 
(it  is  a  market,  but  they  call  it  a  dep6t)  ;  then  there 
are  Spitalfields  Market ;  Columbia  Market,  which  was 
established  by  Lady  Burdett  Coutts ;  Portman  Market 
in  Oxford  Street,  which  has  really  dwindled  away  to 
very  little  ;  Newport  Market,  behind  Leicester 
Square ;  Clare  Market,  just  at  the  north  side  of  the 
Strand;  the  London  Kiverside  Fish  Market  at  Shad- 
well,  which  was  established  under  Act  of  Parliament 
as  a  sort  of  opposition  to  Billingsgate;  the  South 
London  Market,  which  is  Mr.  Plimsoll's  market,  at 
the  Elephant  and  Castle ;  the  Hay  and  Straw  Market, 
called  Cumberland  Market,  just  bv  Begenfs  Park, 
which  is  very  small ;  and  the  Whitechapel  Hay  and 
Straw  Market,  where  a  fair  trade  is  done,  though  hay 
and  straw  are  not  now  sold  much  iu  any  market  in 
London. 

426.  {Mr.  Elton.)  What  became  of  the  old  Hay- 
market  ? — It  seems  to  have  ceased  to  be  a  market  for 
a  very  long  time. 

427.  Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  you  would  always  see 
the  hay  waggons  below  the  Opera  House.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  it  went  on  ? — I  cannot  quite  identify 
the  character  of  that  market.  I  have  looked  up  a 
good  deal  about  Mayfair,  which  seems  to  have  been  a 
market,  and  there  is  a  sort  of  s<juare  which  you  go 
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down  into.     They  called  it  the  market  in  Brookfield,    Mr.  G.  Prwr 
and  Brook  Street  is  close  by.     However,  1  have  not        OMth^ff. 
gone  very  much  into  that,  be<;ause  it  is  now  nothing 
but  shops. 

428«  Do  you  include  in  these  all  the  street  markets 
which  are  going  on  now  ? — No ;  I  do  not,  because  it 
is  so  difficult  exactly  to  get  at  them.  There  is  a  little 
sort  of  street  market  that  goes  on  in  Oxford  Street 
almost  opposite  Stratford  Place.  A  few  years  ago 
there  used  to  be  quite  a  long  row  of  barrows  generally 
selling  shell  fish  and  books  and  pamphlets,  and  things 
of  that  sort  along  there.  Some  of  tnese  undoubtedly 
are  markets,  but  others,  I  think,  are  not  mfu*kets. 

429.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  Used  there  not  to  be  an 
Oxford  Market  very  close  to  Oxford  Street  ? — That 
was  called  Portrnan  Market.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
ascertain  exactly  what  all  of  these  are.  Some  of 
them  I  »hould  think  probably  are  merely  a  convenient 
aggregation  of  hawkers. 

430.  {Mr.  Chiiders.)  You  used  the  expression  that 
the  city  markets  had  ceased  to  be  London  markets 
only,  that  they  are  for  all  England,  and  that  most  of 
them  are  wholesale ;  does  not  that  imply  that  the 
original  object  of  the  charter  has  entirely  disappeared  ? 
— ^The  object  of  the  charter  was,  I  suppose,  to  supply 
food. 

431.  In  retail  markets  for  a  growing  town  ? — ^Yes. 

432.  And  that  has  completely  disappeared  now, 
and  the  mass  of  the  city  markets  are  really  as  different 
from  their  original  intention  ns  the  great  warehouses 
are  from  the  shops  in  the  City  ? — I  should  think  to  a 
certain  extent  that  is  so,  and  I  suppose  that  would 
very  likely  be  the  reason  why  the  Corporation  seem, 
so  far  ns  I  can  gather,  never  to  have  opposed  the 
erection  of  retail  shops  selling  the  same  class  of  goods 
all  round  their  markets.  At  the  Central  Meat  Market 
you  will  ^e  all  along  one  side  that  the  place  is  all 
butchers'  shops  which  do  not  pay  us  anything,  they 
are  just  as  free  as  if  they  were  bootmakers'  shops. 

433.  {Mr.  Hartoood.)  Do  they  sell  wholesale  in 
those  shops  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  they  do  or  not ; 
I  should  think  probably  not, 

434.  {Sir  Thomas  MarHneau.)  Are  you  under  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  ? — No,  I  think  not. 
The  clauses  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act 
are  clauses  that  are  to  be  inserted  in  special  and 
local  Acts.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  pretty  well  all  those 
clauses  that  would  apply  to  us  are  in  our  different 
Acts,  I  should  think. 

436.  So  that  you  are  regulated  by  your  own  Acts 
without  the  incorporation  of  that  Act  ? — ^Yes. 

436.  {Mr.  Litke.)  The  markets  that  you  last  named 
as  not  being  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation, 
you  have  nodiing  to  do  with  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

437.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  It  is  generally  understood 
that  no  one  can  set  up  a  market  within  the  district 
in  which  the  market  right  is  in  operation ;  do  you 
attach  no  importance  to  the  profits  that  you  make 
out  of  your  markets  ? — I  am  afbdd  that  we  do  not 
make  them. 

438.  Then  you  say  that  you  do  not  object,  pro- 
vided that  you  do  not  forfeit  your  rights,  to  anyone 
setting  up  another  market  in  opposition  to  your  own  ? 
— No,  in  modem  times  we  have  never  done  anything 
of  that  sort.  It  is  a  thing  that  the  trade  settles  for 
itself,  and  you  had  much  better  leave  the  trade  alone. 
If  all  the  people  who  want  to  buy,  and  all  the  peoplo 
who  want  to  sell,  come  together,  they  are  sure  to  keep 
your  market  going. 

439.  {Mr.  Elton.)  I  understood,  with  reference  to 
a  question  that  has  been  asked  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  that  your  view  was  that  part  of  the  object 
of  establishing  the  London  system  of  markets  was  to 
enable  the  surrounding  districts  to  get  rid  of  their 
produce,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  people  of  London  ? 
— Not  the  London  markets  specially^  but  markets 
generally  all  over  the  country. 

440.  You  do  not  make  any  exception  for  London  ? 
—No. 

441.  Do  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  that 
there  is  any  small  limited  district  around  the  ancient 
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Mr.  G.  Prior   city  of  London,  which  was  intended  to  be  exclusively 
Goldney.       benefited  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so. 

' 442.  London  has  always  been  a  place  of  general 

26  Nov.  1887>.  ^^g^^^  f^^  merchants  iri  the  gross,  has  it  not?— Un'- 
donbtedlj.  Though  London  was  not  actually  a 
member  of  the  Hanseatic  League,  the  Hanseatic 
League  merchants  had  exceptional  privileges  in 
London. 

443.  London  was  a  general  resort  for  merchants 
trading  in  gross  from  the  very  earliest  times,  was  it 
not  ? — Certainly,  from  Saxon  times. 

444.  I  will  take  you  earlier  than  that;  Tacitus 
says  that  it  was  a  celebrated  resort  of  merchants? — Yes. 

445.  And  your  research  has  led  you  to  think  that  in 
Saxon  and  Mediaeval  times  also  the  same  character 
attached  to  it? — Certainly  and  undoubtedly  the 
different  regulations  of  Stourbridge  Fair,  and  so  on, 
show  that  the  Corporation  markets  and  others  were 
at  that  time  wholesale  markets. 

446.  And  the  great  City  of  London  itself  was  a 
market  ? — ^Yes. 

447.  And  when  the  merchants  came  to  London, 
London  became  a  market  itself  in  that  sense  ? — Yes, 
the  whole  city  was  a  market  overt. 

448.  Looking  back  historically,  do  you  consider 
that  the  trading  in  gross,  if  I  may  keep  to  that  phras^, 
at  the  present  day  is  totally  inconsistent  with  the 
history  of  the  City  ? — I  think  certainly  as  far  back  as 
the  Plantagenet  times  ours  were  as  much  wholesale 
markets  as  the  circumstances  of  those  times  would 
permit  of  their  being. 

449.  Yon  do  not  consider  that  it  was  restricted  as 
a  village  market  might  be  to  a  district  seven  miles 
round,  and  no  more  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

450.  You  do  not  anticipate  a  forfeiture  for  supply- 
ing distant  towns,  such  as  you  mentioned  ? — No  ;  but 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  that,  whatever  the  article  is, 
whether  it  is  food  or  manufactured  goods,  or  whatever 
it  is,  the  trading  in  that  particular  article  will  fix  a 
wholesale  market,  which  will  govern  the  price,  some- 
where or  other.  If  it  is  iron  it  is  at  Glasgow  or 
somewhere  else ;  if  it  is  cotton  it  is  the  Manchester 
market ;  if  it  is  consols  it  is  the  same  thing.  What- 
ever the  article  is  you  will  find  that  there  is  one 
market  for  it  and  one  market  price. 

451.  There  is  a  staple  tpwn  which  fixes  the  price 
of  the  staple  trade  ? — ^Yes ;  and  the  larger  you  can  get 
the  market,  the  larger  number  of  buyers  and  the  larger 
number  of  sellers  you  can  get  together  under  that  roof 
or  on  that  pavement,  the  better  it  is  for  the  trade  of 
the  country,  and  the  less  you  get  corners  and  rings, 
and  so  on. 

452.  Are  you  going  to  put  in,  for  the  use  of  the 
Commission,  copies  of  some  bf  the  documents  and 
charters  that  you  have  mentioned  ? — I  will  do  what- 
ever the  Commission  would  like  about  that.  The 
number  is  very  large.  I  have  got  everything  that  I 
have  referred  to  indexed  up,  so  that  I  might  send  iu 
afterwards  what  I  think  most  likely  to  be  of  interest, 
and  if  there  is  anything  else  you  shall  have  it.  I  have 
all  these  markets  separately. 

453.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  I  think  you  observed,  in 
speaking  of  Billingsgate,  that  it  was  a  place  whei-e 
fishwives  would  go  and  buy  from  the  fishermen  who 
brought  the  fish  alongside,  and  retail  it  elsewhere  ;  it 
has  now  become,  I  think,  a  wholesale  market,  and 
there  is  Leadenhall,  which  is  to  some  extent  a  retail 
market';  is  it  the  general  tendency  of  all  markets, 
from  being  retail,  to  become  wholesale  as  they  have 
grown  in  importance  ? — ^Leadenhall  is  retail  entirely. 

454.  It  is  wholesale  also,  is  it  not  ? — One  man 
there  deals  very  largely  iu  game ;  I  suppose  you 
would  call  him  a  wholesale  d^er.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  call  Leadenhall  Market  entirely  wholesale  ;  I 
should  call  it  very  much  tdore  retail  than  whol^i^le. 
Leadenhall  Market  is  a  curious  isort  of  market  in  itself; 
it  is  really  only  an  aggregation  of  shops.  There  are 
one  or  two  people  in  a  very  large  way  of  business.  I 
cannot  answer  that  question  definitely,  as  to  whether 
there  is  a  tendency  for  a  small  retail  market  to  become 
a  wholesale  market  when  it  becomes  larger. 


455.  You  do  not  find  that  your  new  markets,  which 
you  have  built  at  Smithfield,  have  become  wholesale  ? 
— They  were  wholesale  for  years  before.  A  market 
very  soon  shows  its  character,  whether  it  is  going  to 
be  a  wholesale  market  or  only  a  retail  market. 

456.  They  are  not  places  to  which  persons  would  go 
to  buy  provisions  for  their  own  consumption  ?— -No  ; 
but  in  the  case  of  this  new  vegetable  market  that  we 
are  building,  the  object  is  specially  to  make  it  a  retail 
market.  I  remember  the  late  city  solicitor.  Sir  Thomas 
Nelson,  a  man  of  considerable  experience  with  regard 
to  London  life,  saying  (and  his  remark  struck  me  as 
being  a  very  good  one),  "  We  may  put  everything 
"  that  it  is  possible  to  put  in  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
^  but  you  will  never  make  English  people  go 
"  marketing ;  they  always  will  go  shopping." 

457.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  you  would  not 
limit  the  quantity  that  a  man  sells? — No,  but  you  do 
it  by  making  the  accommodation  for  stalls  and  every- 
thing suitable  for  a  retail  trade. 

458.  (Chairman.)  You  find,  as  a  general  rule,  that 
the  tendency  of  the  people  is  rather  to  buy  through 
the  intermediate  agency  of  shopkeepers  than  in  the 
market  ? — Yes,  London  is  a  very  large  place,  and  it  is 
a  long  distance  for  anybody  to  walk  down  to  the 
market.  Your  greengrocer,  your  butcher,  and  your 
baker  come  to  the  door.  In  a  small  French  country 
town  everybody  carries  a  basket  on  his  arm,  and  buys 
whatever  he  wants  for  the  day.  In  London  it  is  not 
so,  and  cannot  be  so.  But  with  regard  to  the  poor, 
there  is  one  point  that  must  never  be  overlooked,  and 
that  is,  that  London  is  better  served  than  any  town  I 
have  known  or  ever  heard  of  by  the  costermongers 
with  the  street  barrows  ;  and  the  quality  of  the  goods 
that  they  sell  is  very  excellent.  When  I  come  to  deal 
with  Billingsgate  Market  I  should  wish  to  call  special 
attention  to  that  fact.  That  brings  the  market  to  the 
poor  man's  door  in  a  way  that  is  not  done  that  I  know 
of  in  any  other  town  in  the  world.  There  is  an 
immense  amount  of  interesting  matter  with  regard  to 
all  these  markets.  I  would  run  through  them,  giving 
a  general  outline  of  them,  and  then  you  would  see 
which  of  them  you  would  wish  to  follow  up. 

459.  I  believe  you  are  prepared  now  to  give  us 
information  more  in  detail  with  r^ard  to  each  of  the 
Corporation  markets  ? — I  am. 

460.  Will  you  kindly  do  that,  following  your  own 
order  ? — Yes.  The  order  that  I  have  put  down  here 
is:  the  name  of  the  market;  the  character  of  the 
market ;  how  and  when  established  ;  the  Acts  of  Par- 
liament relating  to  it ;  the  tolls  and  byelaws  (copies  of 
which  will  be  handed  in) ;  the  lettings  of  the  stalls ; 
the  market  days  ;  the  supervision  and  inspection  ;  the 
water  supply ;  the  railway  accommodation  ;  the  mode 
of  supplying  and  distribution ;  the  mode  in  which  the 
business  is  conducted ;  the  returns  of  the  prices ;  and 
the  staff  employed  at  each  market. 

461.  Will  you  first  give  those  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  London  Central  Market  ? — The  name  of 
the  market  is  "  The  London  Central  Meat,  Poultry, 
find  Provision  Market,**  but  it  is  always  called  The 
London  Central  Market.  That  is  a  market  for  the 
sale  of  meat,  poultry,  and  animal  food  wholesale  and 
retail,  although  the  greater  part  of  the  trade  is  whole- 
sale. It  was  established  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1851,  which  cleared  the  site  by  moving  Smith- 
field  Market  to  Islington ;  and  the  building  and 
regulation  of  the  present  market  have  been  carried  out 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1860,  1861,  1875, 
1882,  and  1886.  The  tolb  and  byelaws  are  boimd  ift 
the  same  book.  The  tolls  are  as  follows  :  **  For  any 
"  quantity  not  exceeding  21  lbs.  of  meat,  poultry,  and 
**  other  provisions  the  sum  of  one  farthing,"  and  so  on 
in  propoi'tion  for  any  greater  quantity.  There  is  a 
charge  for  weighing,  for  any  quantity  not  exceeding 
a  cwt.,  of  ft  hal^enny,' and  for  every  additional  cwt.  a 
halfpenny. 

462.  You  say  that  the  toll  is  a  minimum  of  one 
farthing,  ^id  then  increasing  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  ? — It  is  a  farthing  for  every  21  lbs.,  so  that  it 
comes  to  ft  small  fraction  over  a  penny  a  cwt.    I  will 
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hand  in  the  bjelaws,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing in  them  to  call  attention  to  particularly.  The 
whole  market  is  fitted  up  with  large  places  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  carcass  butchers^  and  ao  on; 
and  I  ha?e  here  the  form  of  agreement  for  letting  the 
stalls.  The  Icttings  are  all  weekly,  although,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  same  tenants  stay  on.  The  money 
is  collected  weekly,  and  there  is  a  weekly  notice ;  and 
we  are  very  stringent  against  sub-letting,  because  the 
stalls  are  let  rather  cheaply,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  vrould  be  at  a  very  considerable  premium  if  they 
were  allowed  to  be  sub-let. 

463.  (Mr.  Little,)  T)oes  the  rent  include  all  rates  ? 
— The  rent  includes  all  rates. 

464.  Does  it  include  gas  and  water  ? — Water  is  a 
very  expensive  item  ;  I  think  they  pay  for  gas.  Some 
of  these  places  have  large  counting  houses  upstairs 
over  them. 

465.  They  pay  nothing  for  water  ? — I  think  they 
pay  nothing  for  water.  There  may  be  one  or  two  cases, 
perhaps,  where  they  pay  for  water,  but,  as  a  rule,  at 
that  market,  I  think  there  is  no  return  for  water,  and 
I  may  say,  that  the  water  is  exceptionally  dear  there, 
because  it  is  on  the  higher  service,  and  it  is  7^.  per 
1,000  gallons.  Then  with  regard  to  market  days ; 
every  day,  except  Christmas  Day,  Good  Fridays  and 
Sundays,  is  a  market  day.  The  Corporation  have 
power  to  close  the  market  on  special  days  if  there 
should  be  any  reason ;  but,  in  fact,  the  biggest  trade 
is  done  on  Fridays  in  the  winter  and  on  Saturdavs  in 
the  summer.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  particular 
reason  why  it  should  be  so,  but  that  is  the  fact.  Then 
as  to  the  supervision  and  inspection,  we  have  a  clerk 
and  inspector  there  who  looks  after  the  arrutgements 
of  the  market  itself,  but  the  supervision  of  the  meat 
and  80  on  is  carried  out  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  so  as  to  keep  the  matter  quite  clear  from  the 
Corporation;  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  appoint 
the  inspectors,  and  they  condemn  any  meat.  The 
supervision  of  the  meat  is  very  careful,  and  very  close, 
and  you  constantly  see  in  the  papers  that  people  are 
prosecuted  for  sending  inferior  meat  to  market.  The 
water  supply  is  all  by  metre  and  goes  up  into  cisterns. 
Some  of  the  new  market  which  we  are  building  down 
below  will  be  at  the  lower  level,  and  that  will  come 
into  the  6d,  rate.  Then  with  regard  to  the  railway 
accommodation :  when  this  market  was  built,  an 
arrangement  was  made  with  the  railway  companies 
to  bring  the  railway  through  the  market.  This  is  the 
London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  RaOway  (pointing  it  out)y 
and  this  is  the  Metropolitan,  over  which  the  Great 
Western  have  running  powers.  Great  expense  was 
gone  to  with  regard  to  this.  There  is  a  complete 
lower  basement  where  all  goods  can  be  delivered. 
Eleven  lifts  were  prepared  for  and  every  arrange* 
ment  was  made,  ^.s  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  on 
account  of  the  cost  of  the  extra  handling  which  is 
incurred,  the  railway  accommodation  is  scarcely  used 
at  all,  and  it  is  nearly  so  much  dead  money.  The 
only  railway  company  that  do  any  sort  of  trade  to 
spcMdc  of,  is  the  Great  Western;  they  bring  in  a 
certain  amount  to  one  lift,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 
enormous  quantity  of  meat  that  comes  every  day  into 
London  is  brought  by  horse  and  van,  and  is  taken 
away  by  horse  and  van.  The  reason  is,  that  a  par- 
ticular horse  and  van  can  come  to  this  or  that  place, 
wherever  it  may  be,  and  the  meat  comes  so  dose  up 
to  the  stall  that  it  is  merely  taken  on  a  man's  back 
and  away  it  goes.  The  railway  accommodation  on 
which  all  this  money  was  spent  has  proved  in  practical 
working  to  be  of  little  or  no  value. 

466.  The  Scotch  meat  is  transferred  from  the 
railway  to  a  van,  and  is  brought  up  to  the  market, 
and  then  taken  away  by  a  van  again  ?— Tes,  that  is 
found  to  be  cheaper.  With  regard  to  the  mode  of 
suppljring  and  distribution,  the  supply  comes  from  all 
over  the  kingdom,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
everywhere.  Of  course,  the  amount  that  is  killed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London  is  quite  insignificant. 
It  comes  by  rail  to  the  goods  stations  of  the  difierent 
railway  companies,  and  is  then  put  in  vans,  and  carried 


to  the  market,  and  is  then  sold  there,  and  distributed 
again  by  horse  and  van  very  largely  to  the  difierent 
railway  companies,  and,  of  course,  very  largely  to  the 
different  parts  of  London  itself.  The  business  is 
conducted  in  two  channels  of  purchase  and  sale.  One 
is  by  the  commission  agent,  as  he  is  called  in  this 
market,  who  is,  in  fact,  what  would  be  called  a  broker 
in  other  markets.  A  man  in  the  north  sends  up  his 
carcasses  to  a  commissicm  agent,  and  the  commission 
accent  does  the  best  he  can  for  them,  and  sells  them. 
There  are  also  carcass  butchers,  who  are  the  people 
who  would  buy  animals  at  Islington,  or  any  of  those 
places,  kill  them  themselves,  and  bring  the  carcasses 
themselves,  and  sell  them.  But  the  commission  trade, 
I  am  informed,  is  in  the  proportion  of  about  five  to 
one  to  the  carcass  butchers.  With  regard  to  the 
returns  of  prices,  there  is  no  official  return  of  prices. 
I  have  a  return  here  of  the  total  weights  received 
into  these  markets,  which  is  made  out  because  of  the 
question  of  collecting  tolls;  but  the  Corporation  or 
the  Government  have  no  official  returns  of  the  prices 
at  which  the  goods  are  sold.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
newspapers  publish  daily  the  prices,  and  when  I  made 
an  inquiry  whether  those  were  prices  that  could  be 
relied  upon,  I  think  as  many  people  told  me  that  they 
were  perfe<ctly  unreliable  as  told  me  that  they  were 
perfectly  reliable ;  but  the  complaint  with  regard  to 
tbem  generally  is  that  a  price  is  quoted  as  being  from 
about  2^.  2d,  to  4^.  8^.,  that  sort  of  margin  rendering 
them  perfectly  useless. 

467.  And  being  made  by  people  who  are  chiefly 
commission  agents,  they  have  an  object  in  representing 
the  price  as  high  as  possible,  in  order  to  draw  other 
consignments  ? — Exactly. 

468.  (Jfr.  Childers.)  Are  they  bought  and  sold  on 
bought  notes  and  sold  notes,  or  are  there  many  parole 
transactions  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question ;  T  have 
not  inquired  about  that. 

469.  (Mr.' Little.)  Does  the  return  of  weights  of 
which  you  spoke  distinguish  the  source  of  supply? 
— No,  the  source  of  supply  varies  so  very  much 
according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  One  gets  the 
grass-fed  beasts  from  the  grazing  districts  through 
one  portion  of  the  year,  and  the  byre-fed  animflds 
through  another  portion  of  the  year.  Every  month 
has  its  own  peculiar  character,  but  the  variation  is 
very  constant,  and  they  always  know  when  to  expect 
the  different  kinds  of  meat. 

470.  Would  it  be  possible  to  obtain  some  statistics 
as  to  the  sources  of  supply  at  different  periods  of  the 
year  ? — Yes,  I  think  when  you  see  Mr.  Stephens,  who 
is  the  clerk  and  supermtendent  of  the  market,  he  will 
be  able  to  answer  a  gieat  many  of  these  questions 
straight  off ;  and  the  other  information  he  will  be  able 
to  get  for  you  with  great  certainty.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  could  tell  you  very  much  what  the  return  of 
prices  ib,  although  he  does  not  return  it  officially.  In 
1886.  the  largest  quantity  of  meat  came  into  the 
market,  and  the  weight  was  250,831  tons.  The  staff 
consists  of  Mr.  Stephens,  who  is  clerk  and  super- 
intendent; 18  clerks,  27  constables,  two  labourers; 
and  then  there  is  the  jobbing  staff,  who  are  always 
repairing  and  painting,  and  so  on.  I  think  those  are 
the  principal  facts  relating  to  that  market.  I  do  not 
deal  at  all  with  the  accounts,  because  the  Chamberlain 
is  coming  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission. 

471.  (Chairman,)  You  mean  as  to  the  cost  of 
construction  and  maintenance  ? — Yes,  I  leave  that 
entirely  to  the  Chamberlain. 

472.  I  believe  you  are  prepared  to  give  the  Com- 
mission some  details  as  to  the  London  Central  Fish 
Market  ? — The  London  Central  Fish  Market  is  for  the 
sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  of  rail-borne  fish.  The  Act 
of  Parliament  under  which  it  was  established  is  dated 
1882.  The  actual  building  was  constructed  under 
the  powers  of  the  Central  Markets  Act,  1875  ;  but, 
before  it  was  completed,  a  great  demand  sprung  up, 
in  opposition  to  what  was  called  the  "Billingsgate 
ring,^*  for  establishing  another  fish  market,  especially 
for  rail-borne  fish.  Accordingly,  in  1882,  we  intro- 
duced this  Bill,  converting  the  building,  which  was 
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then  not  quite  finished,  into  a  fish  market;  and  from 
1882  down  to  the  last  few  months,  it  has  been  con- 
ducted as  a  fish  market.  The  Corporation  have  taken 
every  step  that  could  be  suggested  to  them  to  push  it 
as  an  inland  fieh  market,  as  an  alternative  to  Billings- 
gate. They  have  had  an  ofiioial  salesman ;  they  have 
broken  bulk  of  everything  before  it  was  sold ;  they 
have  tried  every  suggestion  that  could  be  made ;  hut 
whatever  thev  do  the  public  do  not  seem  to  care  for 
it.  The  result  has  been  a  loss,  as  the  City  Chamber- 
lain will  teU  you,  of  something  like  8,000/.  a  year  to 
the  Corporation  since  the  market  has  been  opened, 
and  we  get  thanks,  but  nothing  else,  for  our  pains. 
It  has  not  answered.  The  fish  is  bought  at  Billinsgate, 
it  comes  there  to  be  sold  wholesale.  We  are  now, 
under  the  Act  of  1886,  going  to  restore  the  larger 
south-western  block  to  its  original  destination  as  a 
fruit  and  vegetable  and  general  produce  market,  and 
we  are  going  to  move  the  fish  into  the  triangular  block 
a  little  more  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  We  are 
still  going  to  keep  it  open,  but  more  as  a  retail  fish 
market ;  at  all  events,  we  are  going  to  try  it  for  a  few 
years  more,  and  we  are  not  going  to  abandon  the 
project  altogether.  We  sre  building  a  new  market 
over  the  railway,  and  we  have  some  hopes  that  as  a 
retail  market  it  may  be  to  some  extent  a  success. 

473.  I  suppose  the  attempt  to  establish  this  market 
originated  in  complaints  of  the  monopoly  at  Billings- 
gate ? — ^That  was  the  origin  of  it. 

474.  The  public  wanted  a  new  market,  and  now 
they  have  got  it  they  do  not  care  to  go  to  it  ? — That 
is  so.  Of  course  the  Corporation  feel  bound  to  make 
all  these  experiments  ;  some  of  them  succeed  and  some 
of  them  are  failures ;  we  must  not  expect  everything 
to  be  a  success,  and  we  do  not  complain  about  it ;  but 
we  feel  that  it  is  due  to  the  public  that  we  should 
make  these  endeavours ;  when  they  are  successful  we 
are  very  happy,  and  when  they  are  not  successful  we 
say  as  uttle  as  possible  about  it  The  London  Central 
Fish  Market  being  an  inland  market,  the  toll  is  charged 
upon  vehicles.  Vehicles  with  two  wheels  pay  Is,  6d, 
each;  exceeding  two  wheels  (that  would  be  four 
wheeled  waggons)  2f.  6d, ;  and  a  toll  is  charged  on 
fish  brought  into  the  market  in  every  other  way  of  a 
penny  on  every  cwt.  or  fraction  of  a  cwt.  On  fish 
coming  into  the  market  in  waggons  with  four  wheels, 
the  toU  would  probably  be  raUier  less  than  a  penny 
per  cwt,  because  they  carry  enormous  loads ;  at  all 
events  it  cannot  exceed  a  penny  a  cwt.,  the  object 
being  to  keep  the  tolls  as  low  as  the  Billingsgate 
tolls.  The  lettingg  of  the  stalls  are  weekly,  and  the 
same  general  form  is  adopted  as  is  used  for  the  lettings 
in  the  London  Central  Market 

476.  (Mr,  Little.)  Proportionate  to  the  accom- 
modation and  the  situation? — ^Yes;  of  course  some 
are  large  and  some  are  small.  There  are  no  market 
days ;  the  market  is  open  on  every  day  in  the  week 
except  Sundays.  With  r^ard  to  the  supervision  and 
inspection,  Mr.  Hanman  is  the  clerk  and  superin- 
tendent, and  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers  Inspectors 
look  at  the  goods  and  produce  to  see  that  nothinc:  is 
exposed  for  sale  that  is  unfit  for  human  food 

476.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Are  prosecutions 
sometimes  instituted  ? — There  would  be  if  there  was 
any  necessity  for  them.  I  cannot  say  whether  any- 
body has  been  prosecuted. 

477.  {Mr.  Little.)  The  inspectors  order  the  de- 
struction of  fish  ? — Yes,  that  is  done  by  the  Fi^- 
mongers'  Company.  All  this  supervision  and  inspec- 
tion the  Corporation  keep  themselves  entirely  clear  of, 
and  allow  somebody  else  to  inspect  and  supervise,  in 
order  that  nobody  can  ever  say  that,  doing  it  them- 
selves, they  do  it  in  a  perfunctory  manner.  We  rather 
encourage  supervision  and  inspection  by  someone 
over  whom  we  have  no  control.  The  Fishmongers' 
Company  appoint  what  are  called  '^  fish  meters,"  who, 
from  the  name,  I  suppose,  formerly  had  other  duties. 
The  fish  meters  are  reaUy  fish  inspectors,  and  it  is 
their  duty  to  actually  take  and  destroy  (as  they  do) 
all  unwholesome  fish.    7?he  Corporation  have  nothing 


whatever  to  do  with  it,  except  that  they  give  these 
ofiicers  facilities  for  carrying  out  their  duties. 

478.  (*S^iV  Thomas  Martineau.)  Do  you  know 
whether  there  is,  either  ii<  this  or  in  the  meat  markets, 
any  such  institution  as  a  jury  of  tradespeople,  say  a 
butchers'  jury  or  a  fishmongers'  jury  ? — ^No,  there  is 
not;  these  inspectors  are  absolute.  In  the  case  of 
meat  they  condemn  it,  and  prosecute  the  man  directly. 

479.  We  have  such  an  institution  as  I  have  spoken 
of  in  Birmingham,  and  we  find  that  it  works  remark- 
ably well  as  a  sort  of  step  between  the  condemnation 
by  the  inspector  and  the  prosecution.  It  is  a  jury 
appointed  by  an  association  of  the  tradespeople,  and  it 
has  had  a  very  good  efiect  ? — There  ia  nothing  of  that 
sort  in  the  London  markets.  As  I  say,  we  have  no 
control  over  the  fish  meters,  who  are  appointed  by 
another  body.  The  water  supply  of  the  London 
Central  Fish  Market  is  from  the  New  River  Company, 
and,  the  market  being  on  the  lower  level,  the  cost  is 
6d.  per  thousand  gallons.  The  railway  accommoda- 
tion is  the  same  as  that  for  the  rest  of  the  meat 
markets,  except  that  part  of  the  London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Railway  runs  actually  under  the  building, 
which  is  built  on  girders  over  the  railway ;  and  it  is 
possible  that  hereafter,  if  necessary,  some  landing 
accommodation  might  be  built,  but  that  is  not  in 
contemplation  at  the  present  moment  The  mode  of 
supply  and  distribution  in  the  existing  fish  market  is 
entirely  by  rail,  but  the  fish  is  brought  by  van  in 
very  small  quantities  to  the  market,  a  consideraUe 
portion  of  the  supply,  in  fact,  coming  from  Billings- 
gate or  through  the  Billingsgate  dealers. 

480.  (Chairman.)  Then  the  supply  to  the  market 
is  not  by  railway  ? — ^To  a  ceitain  extent  it  is ;  but  if 
fish  is  sent,  for  instance,  from  Grimsby  to  this  market, 
the  chances  are  that  it  is  sent  to  this  market  on  the 
order  of  a  Billingsgate  man. 

481.  (Mr.  LitUe.)  It  does  not  necessarily  go  into 
Billingsgate  ? — It  does  not  necessarily  go  into  Billings- 
gate, though  some  of  it,  I  believe,  actually  does  ;  but 
it  is  done  through  the  Billingsgate  trade.  As  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  business  is  conducted,  one  of  the 
schemes  which  the  Corporation  tried  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  very  experienced  pei'son,  Mr.  Rudkin,  as 
an  official  sal^nan,  so  that  people  with  small  quantities 
of  fish  all  round  the  coast  could  consign  to  him,  as  the 
official  salesman,  their  fish,  which  would  then  be  sdld 
by  auction  at  a  very  nominal  charge,  llie  Corpora- 
tion paid  the  official  salesman  a  certain  fixed  salary 
and  one  of  the  supposed  advantages  was  that,  instead 
of  the  fish  being  sold  by  auction  in  trunks  or  boxes,  of 
which  you  could  only  take  off  the  lid,  the  buyer 
could  break  bulk  and  examine  the  whole  parcel  of 
goods ;  and  it  was  thought  that  that  might  be  a  great 
attraction  to  the  shop-keeping  fishmongers  in  London 
to  come  and  buy  their  goods  there.  However,  it  did 
not  succeed ;  the  fishermen  and  fisliing  companies  on 
the  coast  did  not  take  it  up,  and  the  official  salesman, 
Mr.  Rudkin,  has  now  found  other  employment,  and 
that  is  given  up  altogether.  In  foict,  we  have  had  to 
confess  that  it  has  been  a  failure.  With  regard  to  the 
returns  of  prices,  there  are  no  official  returns  of  prices, 
but  the  official  salesman  for  many  years  kept  a  record 
oT  the  quantity  of  fish  that  came  into  the  market,  and 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  matter,  in  analyzing 
its  destination,  and  so  on  ;  but  it  came  after  all  to 
nothing  more  than  that  it  was  a  retail  trade.  The 
staff  at  this  moment  consists  of  the  clerk  and 
collector,  Mr.  Hanman,  three  clerks,  three  constables, 
and  two  labourers.  The  constables  are  not  policemen, 
although  we  swear  them  in  as  constables  in  the  City. 

482.  Will  you  now  give  us  the  particulars  with 
regard  to  Farringdon  Market? — ^Farringdon  Maricet 
is  the  old  vegetable  market,  which  will  be  moved  as 
soon  as  the  new  buildings  are  complete.  The  first 
Act  relating  to  it  was  an  Act  of  1824  ;  the  next  Act 
was  in  1875,  when  it  was  contemplated  to  move  it  to 
where  the  Central  Fish  Market  now  is ;  and  the  last 
A<:t  was  in  1886,  which  again  provides  for  the  re- 
moval of  it  when  the  new  buildings  are  completed. 
The  tolls  are  rather  lower  than  those  of   Covent 
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Garden.  The  principal  toll  is  a  toll  of  Is.  for  a 
waggon  or  waggon  stand,  that  is,  room  for  a  waggon. 
As  the  waggons  generally  briug  in  rather  more  than 
two  tons,  that  would  nf  course  bo  a  very  small  toll ; 
but  a  tenant  paving  58.  |>er  week  of  regular  i*ent  has  all 
his  goods  in  toll  free. 

4S3.  Have  you  ever  had  any  complaints  of  your 
tolls? — No,  not  of  the  tolls.  Thei-o  is  a  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  charges  at  the  Deptford  Cattle 
Market,  but  wit'i  regard  to  the  tolls  theie  is  no 
complaint ;  they  are  so  very  low  all  thix>ugh.  Of 
course,  as  one  expects,  at  the  different  markets,  every 
tenant  thinks  his  neighbour  has  a  very  much  cheaper 
bargain  than  he  himself  has;  but  there  is  no  com- 
plaint of  the  toUs.  or  that  there  is  an  undue  profit 
made  out  of  the  markets.  In  fact,  as  you  will  see, 
the  markets  are  no  great  source  of  income,  but  rather 
a  source  of  loss.  The  business  at  Farringdon  Market 
is  entirely  retail  business.  It  is  a  market  of  quite  a 
secondary  character,  which  supplies  just  the  neigh- 
bourhood around.  All  the  produce  comes  in  in  carts 
and  waggons  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  metropolis.  There  are  a  few  weekly  lettiugs,  or 
*'  pitches,"  as  they  call  them,  and  when  the  tenants 
pay  5s.  a  week  for  them  they  are  toll  free  ;  but  the 
market  accommodation  is  very  poor.  The  market  is 
always  open,  but  as  at  Covent  Garden  and  other 
places,  there  are  certain  more  or  less  established 
market  days.  The  market  days  at  Farringdon  Market 
are  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  whereas  at 
Covent  Garden,  the  Borough  Maricet,  and  Spitalfields 
Market,  the  market  days  are  Tuesdays,  Thursdays, 
and  Saturdays,  taking  the  off  days.  The  water  supply 
is  from  the  New  River  Company.  Of  railway  accom- 
modation there  is  none,  and  there  is  no  official  return 
of  prices.  Ton  sea  the  prices  occasionally  quoted  in 
the  newspapers,  but  it  is  a  very  small  i^air.  The 
staff  consists  of  three  clerks,  three  constables,  and  two 
labourers. 

484.  Will  you  next  give  us  the  particulars  in  the 
case  of  the  Smithfield  Hay  Market  ?— The  Smithfield 
Hay  Market  is  just  on  the  outside  of  the  circular 
approach  to  the  underground  portion  of  the  central 
markets ;  it  is  quite  in  the  open  air.  The  tolls  are 
as  follows ; — Hay :  6d.  per  load  toll  upon  all  hay  sold 
upon  the  market ;  in  ad<lition,  Id,  per  load  is  charged 
for  entering  the  sale  in  a  book  provided  under  the  Ad 
of  Parliament.  Straw :  No  toll,  but  Id.  is  charged 
upon  every  load  sold,  for  entering  the  sale  in  the  book 
provided  under  the  Act  Where  hay  or  straw  is  ex- 
posed for  sale  in  the  market,  and  not  sold,  neither 
entry  fee  nor  toll  is  charged.  The  trade  done  there 
is  extremely  small ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  haj 
and  straw  now-a-days  is  sold  at  the  railway  dep6ts. 

485.  The  trade  has  taken  that  course? — Tqs 
Nobody  would  take  hay  and  straw  off  the  railway  to 
bring  it  to  a  market  like  this  and  then  sell  it  away 
again.  It  can  be  only,  like  the  Whitechapel  market, 
a  market  for  the  hay  and  straw  grown  within  about 
the  day's  journey  of  London. 

486.  Is  it  a  retail  market  ? — ^Tee. 

487.  (Mr.  Liitle.)  They  do  bring  hay  and  straw  to 
that  market  all  the  way  from  Sawbridgeworth  by  cart, 
do  they  not  ? — There  is  very  little  public  market  for 
hay  and  straw  at  all ;  it  is  generally  sold  by  private 
contract. 

488.  (Chairman.)  Will  you  now  give  us  the  details 
as  to  the  Metn^Utan  Cattle  Market,  Islington  ? — 
The  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market,  Islington,  is  a  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  of  live  stock  of  all  sorts,  and  it  is  also 
a  scrap  market.  It  was  established  originally  under 
the  Act  of  1851,  which  was  an  Act  for  providing  a 
metropolitan  market  and  conveniences  in  lieu  of  the 
cattle  market  at  Smithfield.  That  ActM¥as  in  great 
part  repealed  and  amended  by  the  Act  of  1857,  which 
is  the  Act  under  which  the  market  is  conducted  at 
present.  I  have  here  the  tolls  and  bye-laws.  The 
tolls  are :  for  horses,  6d.  per  head ;  for  beasts,  6d.  ; 
for  sheep,  lid. ;  for  calves,  Zd, ;  and  for  pigs,  Hd. 
There  are  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  adjoining  the 
market,  certain  lairs  which  are  let  in  weAlj  holdings. 


There  are  also  slaughter  houses  belonging  to  the    Mr.  O.  Prior 
Corporation  which  are  let  in  weekly  holdings;  and       Ooldneif. 
there  are  a  great  many  slaughter  hou»es  which  do  not    ^^  ^      T    _ 

belong  to  the  Corporation,  but  are  private  property. ■    ' 

The  market  days  are  Mondays  and  Thursdays  for 
cattle,  sheep,  calves,  and  pigs  ;  and  Fridays  for  horses, 
donkeys,  and  mul^  Then,  also,  on  Fridays  there  is 
what  they  call  the  ^ap  market,  where  carts  and 
waggons,  old  iron,  rags,  every  sort  of  odd  and  end, 
and  eveiy  conceivable  description  of  manufactured 
goods  that  are  not  new,  are  sold ;  and  there  is  a  very 
large  attendance  of  people  to  buy  and  sell  there. 
Mr.  Baldry  is  the  clerk  and  collector,  but  under  him 
there  is  a  lairage  clerk,  a  toll  clerk  or  check  clerk,  a 
night  clerk,  five  gatekeepers,  four  constables,  a 
messenger,  a  lampUghter,  20  mechanics,  and  20 
scavengers. 

489.  (Mr.  Little.)  Then  there  are  the  licensed 
drovers  ;  you  do  not  euumeitite  them  among  your 
staff  ? — No.  With  regard  to  the  acreage  of  the  mar- 
ket, the  inner  portion  for  the  sale  of  animals,  which 
is  called  the  market  proper,  is  15  acres  in  extent. 
Then  there  are  beast  lairs  occupying  8^  acres ;  sheep 
lairs  occupying  4^  acres ;  banks  and  offices,  and  places 
of  that  sort,  occupying  2  acres,  3  perches;  and  a 
paddock  occupying  13  acres. 

490.  What  is  that  used  for? — To  turn  cattle  in 
when  they  arrive  by  train.  Then  there  is  another 
paddock  and  slaughter  houses  occupying  9^  acres, 
another  one  occupying  4  acre?,  and  another  one 
occupying  3  acres.  The  roads  occupy  4  acres 
3  perches.  The  total  acreage  is  75  acres  3  roods 
27  perches. 

491.  Does  that  include  the  inns  ? — Yes,  there  are 
three  or  four  inns. 

492.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Do  they  belong  to 
the  Corporation  ? — Yes,  they  are  on  the  ground  ;  3iey 
are  let  on  lease. 

493.  Are  they  let  on  lease  to  licensed  victuallers  ? — 
Yes.  Part  of  one  of  the  paddocks  has  since  been 
built  over,  so  that  that  would  rather  reduce  the  area. 
Then,  of  course,  there  is  a  very  large  quantity  of  water 
consumed.  The  water  supply  is  from  the  New  River, 
for  which  they  pay  6d.  per  thousand  gallons  ;  but  in 
all  the  slaughter  houses  the  tenants  repay  to  the  Cor- 
poration a  portion  of  the  money.  The  Corporation 
pay  by  metre  to  New  River  Company,  but  the  tenants 
of  the  slaughter  houses  repay  a  portion  of  the  mone^ 
to  the  Corporation.  There  is  a  Privy  Council 
Inspector,  Mr.  Cooke,  and  the  Corporation  also 
appoint  a  Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  Rayment.  Every 
bullock  and  every  sheep  that  comes  into  the  market 
is  inspected  as  it  comes  in,  or  as  soon  after  as  is 
possible.  ^  ^ 

494.  It  is  just  passed  in  ? — ^Yoe.  With  regard  to 
the  railway  accommodation,  the  railways  bringing  the 
animals  to  London  have  their  termini,  some  within  a 
mile,  and  some  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  as  follows : 
the  Midland,  the  London  and  North- Western,  the 
Great  Northern,  the  North  London,  and  the  London 
and  South  Western,  having  running  powers  over  the 
North  London ;  so  that,  in  fact,  the  market  is  in  rail- 
way communication  with  the  whole  kingdom.  The 
mode  in  which  the  business  is  carried  on  is  this :  the 
largest  market,  by  a  good  deal,  is  on  Monday.  The 
people  write  to  Mr.  Baldry,  the  inspector  of  the 
market,  and  say  what  cattle  they  have  coming  up. 
He  and  his  assistants  know  pretty  well  to  a  head 
how  many  to  expect,  and  they  make  all  their  arrange- 
ments to  receive  them  and  to  tie  them  up.  The 
accommodation  is  very  large.  The  market  holds 
7,000  bullocks,  and  20,000  sheep,  and  there  are  23 
slaughter  houses.  The  inspector  gets  notice  on  the 
Sunday  what  aooommodation  will  be  required,  and 
makes  his  arrangements  accordingly,  and  so  far  he 
has  *  always  been  able  to  accommodate  everything 
that  is  sent. 

495.  The  market  accommodation  is  in  excess  of  the 
requirements,  is  it  not? — ^It  was  originally.  The 
Inspector  has  hitherto  been  able  to  accommodate 
everything,  but  I  think  he  will  tell  you,  if  you  see 
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him,  that  the  time  has  come  when  undoubtedl}^  we 
shall  have  to  go  on  enlarging  this,  as  other  markets 
have  been  enlarged.  Mr.  Baldry  makes  a  return  of 
the  prices  himself',  and  has  always  done  so  ever  since 
he  was  appointed ;  but  under  what  order  or  authority 
he  does  so,  does  not  appear.  He  sends  the  prices 
daily  to  the  **  Times,*'  and  weekly,  I  think,  or  monthly 
to  the  Corporation  and  to  the  Privy  Council;  but 
why  he  does  it,  he  himself  says  he  cannot  remember, 
except  that  when  he  first  came  there  he  understood 
that  it  was  part  of  his  duty  to  do  so,  and  he  has  been 
there  practically  ever  since  the  market  was  opened, 
or  within  a  year  or  so  of  its  being  opened,  so  that  his 
experience  is,  no  doubfc,  very  considerable. 

496.  It  is  a  return  of  the  estimated  prices  ? — Yes, 
of  the  estimated  prices  as  nearly  as  he  can  get  them. 

497.  {Chairman^  That  is,  I  presume,  the  average 
of  a  considerable  number  of  prices  ? — It  is  the  average 
of  a  considerable  number  of  prices.  The  numbers,  of 
course,  he  cliecks  off  for  the  purposes  of  toll.  This 
information  can  be  8up[Jlied  at  any  period  the  Com- 
mission would  wish.  The  lettings  are  weekly  of  the 
lairs  and  slaughter  houses,  but  principally  the  slaughter 
houses. 

498.  {Mr,  Little,)  Not  of  the  stands  ?— No,  the 
toll  covers  that. 

499.  Are  the  sales  made  entirely  by  salesmen,  or 
partly  by  salesmen  and  partly  by  the  owners  of  the 
animals  ? — The  salesmen  do  practically  all  of  it. 

500.  But  tliere  is  no  obligation  to  send  to  a  sales- 
man, is  there? — ^No,  certainly  not. 

501.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  anyone  bringing 
his  cattle  into  the  market,  paying  the  toll,  and  selling 
them  himself? — ^No;  but  they  come  from  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  practically  the  heavy  trade  is  done 
by  the  salesmen.  The  producers  attend,  but  even 
then  they  trade  through  the  salesmen.  The  cattle 
are  not  sold  by  weight.  Although  there  are  weighing 
machines  there,  they  never  seem  to  use  them,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Baldry,  nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any 
desire  to  use  them.  They  sell  entirely  by  hand,  and 
being  men  experienced  in  making  calculations,  they 
are  very  seldom  7  lbs.  out  in  the  weight  of  a  beast. 
There  are  very  few  lean  stock  sold.  At  certain 
periods  of  the  year  a  few  Irish  store  beast<i  are  scld  ; 
but,  as  a  rule,  they  are  all  butcher's  meat. 

502.  Have  you  any  statistics  of  the  places  from 
which  the  cattle  come  ? — Such  statistics  exist ;  but 
there  is  so  much  of  that  to  go  into,  that  I  thought 
perhaps  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  take  that 
from  Mr.  Baldry  ;  you  will  want  to  see  him,  and  it  is 
such  a  very  important  market  that  I  thought  it  was 
better  for  me  not  to  deal  with  these  figures,  which  I 
have  only  received  from  him. 

503.  Do  foreign  cattle  come  in  there  at  all  ? — 
Foreigu  cattle  from  the  dean  countries  come  there. 
Canadian  cattle  are  landed  at  the  docks  or  at  Thames 
Haven,  and  are  then  driven  there. 

504.  From  countries  with  a  clean  bill  of  health  ? — 
Yes.  I  do  not  know  that  any  under  that  category 
actually  go  there,  except  Canadians. 

505.  {Chairman,)  Will  you  now  give  us  a  descrip- 
tion of  Leadenhall  Market? — Leadenhall  Market 
is  a  very  ancient  market.  It  seems  always  to  have 
been  a  market  for  the  sale,  more  or  lesj*,  of  poultry, 
game,  pet  rabbits,  foxes,  and  so  on.  At  one  time 
there  peems  to  have  been  a  considerable  hide  marfcet 
also,  but  that  has  disappeared.  The  market  is  open 
every  day.  We  call  it  a  market  by  prescription, 
pre-supposing  a  Royal  grant,  but  We  do  not  know 
when  it  was  established;  we  know  of  it  as  a  very 
early  market,  and  that  is  all.  The  first  Act  of 
Parliament  relating  to  it  is  the  Act  of  1871 ;  it  ^vas 
partly  rebuilt  then.  Then  the  next  Act  is  the  Act 
of  1879  for  abolishing  the  then  Leadehall  Market^ 
for  the  improvement  of  the  site  and  neighbourhood 
thereof,  for  the  formation  of  new  streets,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  new  Leadenhall  Market,  and  for 
other  purposes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Act  was 
taken  in  that  shape,  because  the  market  was  moved  a 
little  bit  off  the  site  ;  although  part  of  it  is  actually 


on  the  site,  it  was  considered  as  a  matter  of  bill 
drafting  necessary  to  do  it  in  that  way. 

506.  Was  it  opposite  the  Old  India  House  ? — ^The 
Old  India  House  is  a  little  further  on.  There  are  no 
tolls  in  the  market.  The  whole  market  is  let  in  small 
open  shops. 

507.  Then  how  do  you  recover  the  expenses? — 
By  the  letting  of  the  shops.  There  is  a  certain  plan, 
and  the  rent  of  the  shops  is  fixed  at  certain  prices, 
running  from  S^-f.  down  to  2d.  per  square  foot  per 
week. 

508.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Are  they  all 
weekly  lettings  ? — They  are  all  weekly  lettings. 

509.  Are  there  no  leases  at  all? — ^There  are  no 
leases  in  the  market  proper.  In  some  of  the  ap- 
proaches there  are  shops  of  a  different  character 
altogether,  which  were  erected  when  the  street  im- 
provement was  made,  and  those  are  probably  let  on 
long  leases. 

510.  Do  they  belong  to  the  Corporation? — ^Yes. 
The  whole  thing  was  really  more  of  a  street  im- 
provement than  anything  else.  The  old  Leadenhall 
Market  was  a  dreadful  place,  with  very  narrow 
alleys.  The  market  days  are  every  day  in  the 
week.  The  supervision  and  inspection  are  carried 
out  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sewers,  who  inspect  the 
quality  of  the  goods.  At  the  present  moment  there 
is  no  derk,  in  the  sense  of  a  market  clerk,  because 
there  are  no  tolls  to  collect.  The  water  supply  is 
from  the  New  River  Company.  There  is  no  railway 
accommodation.  The  mode  of  supply  is  nearly 
entirely  the  shopkeepers'  buying  on  their  own 
account,  and  selling  again,  although  there  is  a  certain 
amount  done  on  commission;  but  that  is  compara- 
tively small.    There  is  no  return  of  prices. 

511.  (Mr,  Little,)  Is  it  a  butter  market  as  well  ? — 
Yes,  for  dairy  produce. 

512.  Are  there  consignments  for  side  ? — There  are, 
but  they  are  not  large. 

513.  '{Chairman.)  1  understand  you  to  say  that  it 
is  entuiely  a  retail  market?  -It  is  almost  entirely  a 
retail  market.  It  is  more  what  you  would  see  in 
man3r  places  called  an  arcade. 

514.  Will  you  now  give  us  the  same  information 
with  regard  to  the  Billingsgate  market? — ^Billings- 
gate Market,  ftgain*  is  one  of  the  oldest  markets  in 
London,  and  always  has  been  simply  for  the  sale  of 
fish,  including  shell  fish:  The  first  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment dealing  with  it  is  the  Act  of  William  ill.j  to 
which  1  have  already  referred,  making  it  a  free  and 
open  market,  so  that  all  people  could  come  there  to 
buy  and  sell.  Then  there  was  an  Act  in  1846, 
9  A  10  Vict.,  which  sets  out  in  the  preamble  an 
enormous  number  of  other  Acts  of  Parliament  dealing 
generally  with  fish,  and  the  trade  in  fish  round  the 
coast,  and  so  on,  all  of  which  were  repealed  by  that 
Act ;  and  that  alters  and  amends  the  original  Billings- 
gate Market  Act  <rf  William  III.  This  Act  of 
Victoria  settles  the  tolls,  and  is  generally  for  the 
conduct  of  the  market.  The  tolls  are :  "  On  every 
"  peter  boat  with  river  fish,  Q(L ;  on  every  small  boat, 
•*  wherry,  or  skiff,  I*. ;  on  every  hatch  boat,  1*.  6</. ; 
"  on. every  great  boat,  smack,  or  vessel  laden  with 
**  lobsters,  mackerel,  fresh  herrings,  sprats,  or  plaice, 
**  28,  6d.;  and  on  every  great  boat,  smack,  or 
"  vessel,  lighter,  barge,  or  other  craft,  laden  with 
«  salmon,  or  barrels  6f>  red  and  white  herrings,  cod- 
**  fish,  haddocks^  or  any  other  fish  not  otherwne 
*^  enumerated,  5^. ;  on  every  tua^-boat  barge,  snuuik, 
<<  or  v^ss^l  not  more  than  half  laden,  2#.  -ddJ* 
Then  for  vehicles  with  not  more  than  two  horsee,  !«., 
and  with  more  than  two  horses,  1*.  6d.  TM  next 
Act  is  that  of^  1871,  under  which  the  present,  boikiing 
was  constructed.  I  hand  in  a  copv  of  the  h^elBMs 
and  tolls.  The  toils  are  now  slightly  altered  m  this 
way,  that  they  describe  the  bo&tB  in  a  different 
manner :  "  For  every  row-boat  with  river  fish,  9<f.  ; 
*'  for  every  vessel  not  exceeding  ^ive  tons  measure- 
"  ment,  2s. ;  not  exceeding  ten  tons,  4*.,"  and  so  on ; 
"  exceeding  a  hundred  tons,  then  for  every  ton  and 
"  part  of  a  ton,  6d," ;  vans  and  carts  with  two  wheds 
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each  pay  U.  6d.,  exceeding  two  wheels,  each,  2s,  6d. 
'*  Tolls  to  be  charged  on  fish  brought  into  'the  market 
**  in  anj  other  way,  per  cwt.  and  for  every  fraction 
"  of  a  cwt.,  one  penny."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  fish 
does  come  in  in  any  other  way ;  and  taking  the  tolln 
oat  as  against  the  quantities  of  fish,  the  toUs  come  to 
some  sniall  fraction  over  a  half -penny  per  cwt. 

516.  So  that,  practically,  they  are  immaterial? — 
Practically  they  are  immaterial.  The  market  days  are 
every  day  in  the  week,  but  Friday  is  rather  the  largest 
market  day,  and  the  reason  that  is  assigned  for  it  is, 
that  the  Jews  are  great  purchasers  of  fish  to  eat  on 
the  Saturday,  their  Si^bbath ;  and  to  that  eictent  the 
Friday's  market,  weather  permitting,  is  a  much  heavier 
market  than  on  any  other  day  of  the  week  all  the 
year  round.  The  supervision  and  inspection  are 
carried  on  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company.  They 
appoint  fiifh -meters,  whose  business  is  to  iuspect,  and 
who  do  actually  inspect,  every  morning  all  the  fish 
that  arrives.  When  they  see  fit  to  condemn  any  fish 
they  are  autocratic,  and  they  condemn  it,  and  it  is 
then  put  into  carbolic  acid  tanks  in  barges  and  carried 
down  the  river  to  Eainham  marshes  by  a  contractor, 
who  is  paid  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company.  I 
understand  it  is  ultimately  converted  into  manure. 
Occasionally  one  sees  in  the  newspapers  that  a 
very  large  quantity  of  fish  is  condemned,  and  any- 
body who  notices  it  will  generally  notice  that  when 
any  fish  is  condemned  it  is  not  a  pound  or  two^ 
but  a  large  quantity.  The  reason  of  it  usually  is, 
that  when  fish  has  been  caught  at  sea,  the  smacks- 
men  have  not  brought  it  ashore,  but  put  it  into 
carrier  boats;  when  a  carrier  boat  has  a  very  fair 
wind,  it  is  considered  a  very  great  advantage  to  sail 
straight  away  from  the  Dogger  Bank  in  the  North 
Sea,  and  bring  the  fish  straight  alongside  in  the 
carrier  boat  to  Billingsgate  market.  The  fish  that  is 
so  brought  alongside  to  Billingsgate  market  fetches  a 
good  deal  more  money  than  §sh  which  has  been 
handled  once  or  twice ;  so  that  if  they  have  a  fair 
wind  and  think  they  are  pretty  safe,  they  are  very 
glad  to  run  straight  to  maricet.  But  occasionally  the 
wind  fails  them  or  changes,  and  the  fish  misses  to-day's 
market,  and  by  to-morrow's  market  it  is  no  longer  fit 
and  saleable,  and  it  is  condemned  and  thrown  away. 
The  great  weight  of  fish  which  is  condemned  and 
which  is  not  classified,  consists  of  periwinkles  and  the 
smaller  classes  of  shell  fish.  Every  now  and  th^i 
there  is  a  great  catch  of  them  somewhere  on  the  coast, 
and  they  shoot  them  into  the  holds  of  vessels  just  as 
they  are,  and  bring  them  alongside.  Sometimes  these 
shellfish  go  off  suddenly,  and  that  accounts  for  a  great 
portion  of  the  weight  that  is  condemned;  but  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  bad  fish  are  to  any  extent 
intentionally  sent  to  the  market. 

616.  I  suppose  the  Fishmongers'  Company  have 
statutory  powers  for  this  inte^erence? — I  do  not 
know  of  any  statutory  powers. 

517.  (Mr.  Elton.)  They  have  charters  ?  — They 
have. 

518.  (Chairman.)  How  long  have  they  exercised 
this  jurisdiction  ? — For  very  long ;  for  centuries  at  all 
events. 

519.  It  is  not  a  revival  of  an  old  practice,  but  it  hns 
been  continuously  in  their  hands  ? — It  has  been  con- 
tinuously in  their  hands,  and  is  very  actively  looked 
after  by  them ;  they  attach  great  importance  to  it,  and 
feel  great  responsibility,  and  tlie  work  is  extremely 
well  done. 

520.  (Mr.  Little.)  It  is  sometimes  said  that  lars^ 
quantities  of  fish  are  destroyed  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  price  ;  they  would  not  be  condemned 
by  the  Fishmongers'  Company  for  that  purpose  ? — 
No.  I  have  heard  of  that  on  the  coast  as  well  as  in 
London  ;  but  I  have  never  myself  known  of  any  single 
case  that  one  can  trace.  If  it  is  done  at  all,  and  I 
should  very  much  doubt  its  being  done  now  a  days,  it 
is  done  at  sea.  Instead  of  transferring  the  fish  to  the 
carrier  boat,  it  would  be  thrown  overboard ;  but  I 
should  doubt  its  being  done  at  all.  The  Commission 
will  be  quite  surprised  s^t  the  lowness  of  the  wholesale 


price  of  fish.  There  really  is  no  margin  for  its  getting 
so  much  lower  that  people  would  destroy  fish  sooner 
than  sell  it.  The  staJl  accommodation  in  Billingsgate 
market,  like  all  other  markets,  was  thought  to  be  too 
large  when  the  market  was  built  a  few  years  ago ; 
but  it  is  now  hardly  big  enough  for  the  accommoda- 
tion that  is  required.  There  is  a  basement  and  ground 
floor  level,  and  of&ces  on  the  first  fioor.  The  accom- 
modation below  is  where  people  can  leave  their 
baskets  and  so  forth,  but  there  is  no  refrigerator 
or  anything  of  the  sort.  The  lettings  are  weekly,  and 
have  regard  to  casual  trade.  If  a  fisherman  catches 
fish  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  he  has  a 
£Etir  wind,  he  can  bring  his  fish  up  the  river  to  Bil- 
lingsgate, and  stand  over  it  and  sell  it  himself,  although 
it  is  not  a  thing  that  is  habitually  done.  The  cor* 
poration  make  this  special  reservation  in  their  lettings, 
by  paragraph  4 : — "  The  tenant  doth  hereby  expressly 
'^  agree  that  when  and  as  soon  as  in  the  judgment  of 
^*  the  said  clerk  and  collector  the  business  carried  on 
^'  by  the  tenant  at  the  said  stall  or  standing  shall  on 
'^  each  day  be  finished  or  concluded  for  that  day,  it 
*^  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  clerk  and  collector  from 
^'  time  to  time  to  place  in  the  said  stall  or  standing, 
**  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  fit,  to  use 
"  the  same  for  the  sale  of  fish  during  the  remainder 
"  of  that  day,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  and  in 
**  such  manner  as  the  said  clerk  and  collector  shall 
<*  deem  requisite  and  proper."  Ais  a  matter  of  fact  it 
amounts  to  very  little,  but  still  the  fish  does  come  in 
that  way.  A  man,  if  he  has  an  opportunity,  tele- 
graphs, if  not  he  sees  the  clerk  and  collector  at  once, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  derk  and  collector  to  find  a 
place  for  any  man  to  sell  his  fish  who  demands  it. 
That  seems  to  be  the  law  of  the  market,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  when  the  fish  does  come  the  clerk  and 
collector  does  manage  to  find  them  room  somehow  ot 
other  ;  but  the  amount  that  comes  in  that  way  is,  of 
course,  exceptional  and  small.  With  regard  to  the 
water  supply,  there  is  a  very  large  quantity  of  water 
used  there,  and  that  is  partly  explain^  by  the  fact  that 
they  keep  in  the  basement  a  considerable  number  of 
Hve  eels,  and  so  on,  and  they  are  obliged  to  keep  a 
constant  supply  of  running  water  for  them ;  and  of 
course  the  sluicing  down  uses  very  large  quantities. 
The  occupiers  of  the  stalls  pay  back  some  portion  of  the 
money,  especially  for  these  eel  arrangements,  and  so  on. 
The  price  is  6d.  per  1,000  gallons.  The  proportion  of 
fish  that  is  brought  by  rail  is  of  course  very  large,  but 
there  is  no  actutd  accommodation  nearer  than  the  great 
termini  of  the  principal  railway  companies.  The 
proportion  of  fish  brought  by  rail  to  the  water-borne 
fish  is  as  eight  to  six. 

521.  (Chairman.)  Is  it  brought  from  other  ports  ? 
— It  is  just  a  question,  when  a  man  catches  his  fish 
on  the  Dogger  Bank,  whether  it  will  be  best  to  send 
it  by  rail  or  by  water. 

522.  (Mr.  Elton.)  The  Grimsby  fish  comes  by  rail, 
does  it  not  ? — Of  course,  all  the  fish  that  comes  from 
Grimsby  comes  by  rail. 

523.  Supposing  that  you  telegraphed  to  Grimsby 
for  so  many  cod-  fish  to  day,  they  would  come  by  rail  ? 
— Yes,  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  Grimsby  boHls 
would  put  a  good  many  of  the  fish  that  they  catch  on 
the  Dogger  Bank  into  the  carriers,  and  they  would 
come  round  by  water. 

524.  But  the  west  end  trade  is  all  done  by  rail  is  it 
not ;  so  many  cod  fish  wanted  for  dinner  parties,  so 
many  telegraphed  for  to  Grimsby  ? — No,  it  is  hardly 
that.  I  will  take  these  figures  first,  and  that  will  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  quantity.  The  water-borne  fish 
for  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year,  including 
October,  amounted  to  47,227  tons.  The  value  put 
upon  that  was  815,000/.  The  average  price  of  that 
fish,  taking  the  whole  lot,  comes  to  under  2d.  per  lb., 
but  the  price  of  prime  fish,  which  includes  soles, 
turbot,  acd  brill,  would  be  7d.  per  lb.  Salmon  is 
exceptional,  and  the  price  of  that  is  a  little  over 
Is.  per  lb.  The  price  of  haddocks  is  under  Id.  per 
pound,  and  the  price  of  other  fish  is  about  1  Jc?.  per  lb. 
Cod,  as  a  rule,  come  among  the  cheaper  kinds  of  fish. 


Mr.  G.  Prior 
Ooldrey. 

26  Nov.  18«7. 
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Mr.  O,  Prior  The  quantity  of  rail-bovne  fish  for  the  same  10  months 
OoUn^.  amounted  to  131,250  tone ;  that  is  a  little  above  the 
jj      '^     average.    No  value  is  given  to  the  rail-borne  fish,  but 

^^' *    you  may  take  it  that  they  are  the  same  sort  of  fish, 

and  that  they  would  work  out  at  nearly  the  same  sort 
of  prices.  The  toll  collected  from  them  was  3,080/1, 
averaging  just  a  fraction  over  \d,  per  cwt.  When  a 
fisherman  catches  his  fish  at  sea,  he  either  sends  it 
ashore  in  a  carrier,  or  he  sends  it  straight  to  market 
in  a  carrier.  If  the  weather  is  fine  and  other  circum- 
stAuces  are  favourable,  he  transfers  it  from  the  deck 
of  his  fishing  smack  into  a  carrier.  Latterly  a  trade 
in  steam  carriers  has  sprung  up  very  much,  but  they 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  very  successful.  One  steam 
canying  company  does  very  well,  but  it  does  carrying 
and  nothing  else.  The  other  carriers  are  owned  by 
the  same  people  that  do  the  fishing,  and  they  do  not 
seem  to  make  it  pay.  It  would  look  as  though  the 
fishing  was  not  profitable,  but  the  carrying  was.  If 
the  fish  is  not  t)ut  into  a  carrier  to  come  all  the 
way  round  by  sea,  then  it  is  put  into  a  carrier  to  go  to 
Grimsby,  or  whatever  the  port  may  be,  and  it  is  trans- 
ferred at  once  to  the  railway  and  sent  up  to  London. 
Of  course  the  west  of  England  fish  and  the  Irish  fish 
all  comes  by  rail,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
the  quantity  of  that  is  very  heavy. 

525.  (Mr.  Liitie,)  Do  you  know  whether  the  Dutch 
fish  comes  direct  by  water,  or  whether  it  is  put  on  the 
rail  at  Harwich  ? — A  great  deal  of  it  certainly  comes 
direct  by  water.  There  is  a  very  large  trade  in  eeb, 
and  they  bring  them  up  alive  in  well  boats.  Then  with 
regard  to  the  herring  fishery  you  would  get  the  par- 
ticulars more  accurately  from  the  inspector.  When  the 
fish  comes  to  Billingsgate  market  it  is  consigned  to  a 
salesman.  It  comes  up  in  what  are  called  trunks, 
large  heavy  wooden  boxes,  and  it  is  consigned  to  a 
salesman  for  sale.  The  salesman  does  not  turn  all  the 
fish  out,  so  that  the  man  who  purchases  can  see 
every  fish  that  is  in  the  trunk.  Time  is  too 
short,  and  the  trade  too  large  to  allow  of  that. 
They  merely  open  a  box;  they  know  where  it 
comes  from  —  whether  it  comes  from  Scotland, 
Twquay,  Grimsby,  or  anywhere  else  ;  they  know 
the  character  of  the  fish,  and  they  buy  it  as  best  they 
can.  Among  the  purchasers  are  a  class  of  people 
called  *^  Bommarees."  The  origin  of  the  name  is  not 
known.  The  Bommaree  buys  the  fish  in  the  trunk, 
so  many  trunks  of  fish ;  he  turns  it  out,  and  then, 
having  turned  it  out,  the  tradesmen  in  London,  hotel 
keepers,  and  so  on,  come  and  buy  of  the  Bommaree, 
and,  of  course,  they  can  'inspect  all  the  fish.  After 
that  trade  is  over  and  those  people  have  satisfied 
their  requirements  and  have  gone  away,  the  hawkers^ 
what  we  commonly  call  costeimougers,  come  in  very 
large  numbers,  and  if  there  is  a  glut  of  fish  in  the 
market  they  all  buy  fish  and  go  away  with  their 
barrows  and  distribute  the  fish  at  a  marvellous  rate 
all  over  London ;  long  before  most  people  are  down 
to  breakfast  the  costermongers  have  got  their  fish 
right  away  in  those  barrows.  In  that  way  fish  is 
brought  at  an  extremely  low  rate  to  the  poor  man's 
door.  Not,  of  course,  every  day  in  the  week,  but 
probably  for  three  days  out  of  the  seven  fish  can  be 
bought  by  the  poor  population  off  the  barrow, 
excellent  fish,  as  good  fish  as  anybody  could  possibly 
have,  at  one  penny  per  lb.  The  quantity  sold  off 
the  barrow  at  a  penny  per  lb.  is  very  large.  One 
very  great  advantage  to  the  costermonger  is  in  the 
situation  of  Billingsgate  market;  that  is  to  say,  if 
from  bad  weather,  for  instance,  or  from  any  cause,  the 
men  are  unable  to  fish,  and  fish  ard  scarce  in  the  market 
and  are,  therefore  dear,  the  costermonger  is  in  the 
centre  of  tiie  fruit  trade,  and  he  goes  at  once  to  some  of 
those  warehouses  and  places  all  round  close  adjoining 
Billingsgate,  and  he  either  buys  a  quantity  of  figs,  or 
oranges,  or  apples,  or  nuts,  or  he  goes  across  London 
Bridge  and  gets  to  the  Borough  market  and  buys  a 
quantity  of  green  fruit  ;  but  he  buys  something 
else,  and  away  he  goes  to  supply  his  customers  in  the 
other  parts  of  London.  The  trade  that  is  done  by 
these  costermongers,  and  the  low  price  at  which  they 


are  aHe  to  sell  with  a  respectable  profit  is  something 
quite  remarkable,  and,  I  think,  quite  unique,  because 
I  do  not  know  that  it  exists  iu  any  other  town  in  the 
world  except  London.  The  poi^ition  of  Billingsgate 
is  from  that  point  of  view  u  very  advantageous  one. 
If  you  look  at  it  on  the  general  map  you  will  see 
that  it  is  very  central. 

526.  And  the  costermongers  can  sell  it  generally  or 
frequently  at  as  low  a  price  as  a  penny  per  lb.  after 
it  has  been  through  five  different  hands,  the  fisher- 
man, the  carrier,  the  salesman,  the  bommaree,  and 
the  costermonger  ? — ^Yes.  On  Uiat  arises  a  question 
which  no  doubt  this  Commission  will  take  into  con- 
sideration, the  great  question  which  all  market  people 
are  discussing  so  much,  viz.,  the  policy  of  having 
refrigerators.  Many  people  say,  ''Here  is  a  quan- 
**  tity  of  fish  caught  on  the  coast  and  sent  up  to 
*'  London,  and  bec^ause  there  are  no  refrigerators  it 
''  is  obliged  to  be  sold  at  any  sacrifice."  It  seems 
very  hard  for  the  fishermen.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
there  was  a  possibility  of  this  fish  being  kept  over 
till  the  next  day  the  poor  people  would  not  get  the 
chance  of  buying  it.  And  what  applies  to  fish 
applies  in  very  much  the  same  way  to  the  question 
of  meat.  It  is  a  very  difficult  problem  to  solve* 
Hitherto,  the  Corporation  have  considered  that  it  is 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  that  refrigerators  should 
not  be  put  up,  and  so  far  they  have  not  put  them 
up  ;  but  they  are  far  from  being,  pig-headed  or 
obstinate  about  it.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
would  be  a  consideiable  profit,  and  that  the  refiri- 
gerators  would  pay  their  way.  Whatever  would  be 
the  best  for  the  public  the  Corporation  would  be 
quite  willing  to  do. 

527.  {Chairman.)  You  consider  that  you  have  a 
right  to  create  an  artificial  cheapness  by  practically 
compelling  the  dealer  to  sell  on  the  same  day  instead 
of  keeping  his  stock  over  ? — ^That  is  the  question,  and 
it  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  deal  with. 

528.  (Mr,  Liitie.)  That  occasionally  involves,  of 
course,  the  destructicm  of  a  certain  amount  of  fish  ? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  that  the  want  of  refiigerators  does 
cacue  the  destruction  of  fish  though  it  causes  great 
cheapness.  I  do  not  think,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
anv  fish  is  destroyed  that  has  once  come  good  into 
Billiogsgate.  I  do  not  think  any  of  it  that  is  kept 
over  is  destroyed.  The  same  question  arises  with 
meat.  Under  the  Central  Meat  Markets  there  are 
some  freezing  chambers  so  that  frossen  carcasses  may 
go  on  being  kept  frozen  ;  and  there  is  considerable 
pressure  upon  the  Corporation  to  construct  more  of 
those  chambers.  But  it  is  one  of  those  matters  which 
the  Corporation  would  rather  wish  to  urge  this 
Commission  to  take  into  their  serious  consideration, 
so  that  whatever  policy  the  Corporation  may  adopt 
hereafter,  they  may  have  something  like  proper  and 
consistent  grounds  for  adopting  it.  It  is  no  doubt  a 
most  important  question  to  the  consumers  in  London. 
It  is  generally  argued  that  with  the  refrigerators 
there  would  be  less  rise  and  fall  of  price ;  and  that 
seems  reasonable. 

529.  (Chairman.)  Practically,  by  the  absence  of 
refrigerators  you  prevent  the  dealer  from  keeping  his 
stock  over  until  Ihe  next  day  ? — Yes. 

530.  Therefore  vou  compel  him  to  dispose  of  it  on 
lower  terms  than  he  would  do  if  he  were  allowed  to 
provide  or  had  provided  for  him  a  refrigerating 
apparatus  ? — Yes. 

531.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  And  at  the  risk  of 
a  comparatively  short  supply  the  next  day? — Yes. 
It  is  a  very  difficult  problem  there  is  no  doubt.  With 
regard  to  the  returns  of  prices  the  clerk  of  the 
market  makes  returns  monthly  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  to  the  Markets  Committee  of  all  the  weights 
that  come  into  liillingsgate  Market ;  but  he  supplies 
also  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  a  request  of  theirs, 
the  value,  as  nearly  as  he  can  ascertain  it,  of  the 
water-borne  fish ;  but  he  does  not  supply  them  with 
the  values  of  the  land-borne  fish.  What  their  par- 
ticular object  is  he  does  not  know.  Here  again  the 
different   newspapers    have,    of   course,    their    own 
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different  people,  and  they  take  great  care  to  get  the 
returns  of  prices  as  nearly  as  possible.  The  staff 
consists  of  a  clerk  and  collector,  four  clerks,  four 
labourers,  two  engineers,  one  stoker,  one  fish  boiler, 
two  lavatory  attendants,  a  constable,  and  six  police. 
I  have  here  the  forms  of  lettiugs  which  are  weekly. 
The  clerk  and  collector  sends  the  returns  monthly  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  but  they  are  made  out  on  weekly 
sheets.  I  have  here  the  form  of  the  return  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  {producing  it).  1  may  mention  that 
the  stf^m  carrier  companies  seem  generally  to  sell 
by  auction ;  so  that  there  is  always  fish  to  be  bought 
by  auction,  which,  of  course,  controls  the  price. 

632.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Is  there  not  a  system  of  tanks 
at  Grimsby  in  connexion  with  the  Billingsgate  Market 
in  which  they  keep  u  large  quantity  of  fish  alive  ? — I 
believe  one  of  the  fishing  companies  did  do  so,  but  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  goes  on.  It  is  in  no  way 
connected  with  the  Corporation.  I  think  that  one  of 
the  steam  carrying  companies  tried  something  of  the 
sort  some  three  or  four  years  ago. 

533.  There  wei*e  tanks  at  Grimsby  belonging  to 
people  who  had  stalls  at  Billingsgate,  so  that  they 
made  the  tanks  a  kind  of  annexe  to  their  stalls,  and 
could  telegraph  for  more  fish  from  Grimsby  if  they 
wanted  moi-e  ? — ^Yes,  but  I  rather  think  it  did  not 
answer. 

534.  Then  there  was  litigation  lately,  was  there 
not,  aboQt  the  Billingsgate  Market  limits,  as  to 
whether  it  was  an  ancient  market  extending  into  the 
street  or  not  ? — Ye?*.  Those  railway  vans  come  in 
with  very  large  quantities  of  fish  every  morning,  and 
they  block  up  all  the  streets  near  to  Billingsgate. 
The  case  was  tried  first  in  tho  police  court,  and  then 
a  case  was  granted.  By  arrangement  a  man  was 
summoned  for  obstructing  the  highway,  and  he  pleaded 
that  he  was  not  obstructing  the  highway,  but  that  he 
was  on  his  lawful  errands  in  the  market  of  Billings- 
gate. Then  the  question  to  be  tried  was,  whether 
Billingsgate  Market  did  extend  in  fact  so  far  out  into 
Thames  Street,  and  in  every  other  direction,  or  not ; 
and  it  was  held  that  it  did  not.  But  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  myself  have  never  been  able  to  distinguish 
that  case  from  the  Ck)vent  Gbtrden  case,  James'  case, 
1  think,  in  which  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  seemed 
to  hold  directly  the  contrary;  However,  it  was  held 
in  the  case  that  BiilingFgate  market  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  actual  area  of  the  market  itself.  But,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  a  very  large  portion  of  these  thousands 
of  tons  of  fish  are  bought  and  sold  and  the  toll  paid 
for  them  outside  of  the  market  altogether. 

535.  It  rather  seemed  to  bear  upon  what  you  told 
ns  about  the  whole  City  being  a  market,  because  the 
decision  apparently  was  that  there  was  one  part  of 
the  City  which  was  appropriated  to  an  immemorial 
fish  market,  strictly  limited  by  the  kerb  of  the 
pavement  of  the  street ;  that  was  so,  was  it  not  ? — It 
was  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  further  action 
is  to  be  taken  on  that  case,  bnt  it  was  rather  an 
unexpected  decision. 

536.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Is  there  anything 
like  a  market  at  any  one  of  the  railway  termini  in 
London  ? — ^Tes,  there  is  a  very  large  potato  market 
at  the  Great  Northern  terminus. 

537.  I  mean  a  fish  market  ? — ^The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  started  a  fish  market  in  the  lower 
yortion  of  their  old  Bishopsgate  Station  which  was 
abandoned  when  they  made  the  Liverpool  Street 
Station  ;  and  they  went  to  considerable  expense  and 
laid  out  quite  a  large  fish  market  underneath,  for 
which  they  came  to  the  Corporation  for  their  consent, 
which  was  readily  enough  given.  That  went  on  for 
some  considerable  time  until  they  wanted  to  extend 
it  to  a  vegetable  market,  and  then  they  got  into 
litigation  with  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  with  the 
SpitAlfields  people ;  and  that  has  really  knocked  the 
whole  thing  up.  But  it  was  practically  a  retail  market, 
and  it  has  been  a  very  useful  market,  and  would  be 
quite  worth  their  going  on  with  at  another  time. 

538.  Does  such  a  market  exist,  say,  at  Euston,  or 
at  any  other  station  ? — No. 
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539.  (Chairman,)  Will  you  now  give  us  the  pat-    Mr.  G.  Prior 
ticulars  with  r^ard  to  the  Deptford  Cattle  Market  ?—        OMnejf. 
The  Deptford  Market  was  established  in  1869  under    ^^  v^TTa 

the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  and  the  Cor-      

poration,  under  circumstances  which  the  Chamberlain 
will  detail  to  yon,  acq\ured  the  old  Admiralty  Dockyard. 
We  allow  cattle,  to  remain  there  ten  days,  bat  cattle 
come  in  simyly  to  be  slaughtered.  The  market  days 
are  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  the  same  days  as  in  the 
case  cf  the  market  at  Islington,  although  the  market 
is  open  every  day.  That  was  settled  by  the  Trade 
themselves,  who  find  it  convenient  to  do  their  business 
at  Islington  earlv  in  the  morning,  and  to  come  from 
Islington  to  Deptford  later  on  in  the  same  day. 

540.  (Mr.  Little.)  They  do  not  go  from  Deptford 
to  Islington? — They  go  to  Islington  early  in  the 
morning,  and  they  come  down  to  Deptford  later  in 
the  day.  The  only  Act  relating  to  the  Deptford 
Market  it  the  1869  Act.  There  are  no  tolls  proper, 
but  there  is  a  schedule  of  charges  that  we  make  for 
lairage  and  wharfage  including  everything.  The 
lettings  of  slaughter-houses,  hay  stores  (because  many 
of  these  people  like  to  feed  their  own  cattle),  snd  what 
they  call  gut  stores  for  the  offal  are  monthly.  For 
the  supervision  and  inspection  there  are  two  privy 
council  inspectors,  one  senior  and  one  junior,  as  I 
understand,  who  examine  all  the  animals  on  landing. 
If  they  are  sound  they  go  on  into  the  market,  and  if 
they  arc  unsound  they  go  to  what  is  called  the 
Digester,  and  there  they  are  reduced  down  by  groat 
heat  and  calcined,  so  that  you  might  hold  everything 
that  a  bullock  comes  to  in  your  two  hands.  That  is 
done  in  order  to  avoid  any  infection.  It  is  done  in 
a  gort  of  hot  chamber ;  they  are  really  baked,  rather 
than  burnt,  to  nothing.  They  are  put  in  at  the  top 
and  there  is  nothing  more  than  a  handful  of  ashes 
left.  The  water  supply  is  from  the  Kent  Waterworks, 
and  they  charge  6\d.  per  thousand  gallons.  The 
quantity  of  water  consumed  there  for  the  slaughter* 
hoases  and  washing  down,  and  also  for  the  cattle  to 
drink,  is  enormous,  because  the  cattle  stay  there,  on 
an  average,  about  five  days.  With  regard  to  the 
mode  of  supply  and  distribution,  the  cattle  all  come 
there  by  vessel;  but  where  they  come  across  the 
Atlantic  the  vessels  are  too  large  to  come  alongside, 
and  the  Corporation  keep  a  steamer  called  tho 
"Racoon,"  which  is  specially  fitted  for  taking  the 
beasts  off  the  larger  ve^aels  and  bringing  them  along- 
side. The  landing,  and  so  on,  is  almost  entirely  done 
by  the  Corporation  men  themselves ;  our  own  men 
superintend  the  landing.  The  business  is  done  both 
by  commission  agents  and  by  carcass  butchers;  in 
fact,  it  is  done  in  all  sorts  of  ways ;  there  is  no  par- 
ticular predominating  class  of  trade  there.  The 
carcass  butchers  and  commission  dealers  do  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  trade,  but  at  the  same  time  very 
small  quantities  are  also  sold  to  individuals.  The 
staff  is  four  clerks,  a  lairs  foreman,  four  lairmen^  one 
tally  man,  four  men  on  the  pier,  three  enginemeu, 
one  stoker,  eight  constables,  three  watchmen,  47 
labourers,  20  drovers,  and  12  mechanics.  That  is 
a  very  large  staff;  but  there  again  the  details  of 
this  market,  which  are  very  interesting,  the  Com- 
mission would  get  better  trom  the  Superintendent.  I 
have  a  great  mass  of  figures  here.  Of  course,  the 
market  varies  veiy  much.  At  times  there  is  a  very 
large  importation,  and  at  other  times  it  is  very  slack. 
There  has  been  a  complaint  by  the  Foreign  Cattle 
Salesmen's  Association  that  the  charges  are  too  high  ; 
and  that  is  the  only  complaint  which  is  at  all  a  serious 
complaint  with  regard  to  any  of  the  Corporation  mar- 
kets. What  they  complain  of  is  this :  The  wharfiige, 
lairage,  nu&rket  dues,  and  charges,  are  as  follows : — 
For  beasts  per  head,  5«.;  for  calves  per  head,  2s.; 
for  pigs  per  head,  1*. ;  for  sheep  per  head,  9d.  They 
say  that  the  charge  per  beast  is  too  dear.  I  have 
compared  it  with  the  charges  at  all  the  other  authorize<^ 
landing  places  for  foreign  cattle  which  are  very  few, 
Liverpool,  Bristol,  Glasgow,  Southampton,  Hull,  Sun- 
derland, Grimsby,  and  West  Hartlepool ;  and  -with  the 
possible  exception  of  Grimsby  it  seems  to  me  that  t 
they  are  as  nearly  as  po88ible^t|n^^g%p^  RDP^^QlC 
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round.  The  reason  why  they  may  seem  at  the  first 
blush  high  is  that  we  charge  os,  per  head  and  keep 
the  cattle  for  ten  days ;  that  is  to  say,  for  that  charge 
a  man  is  entitled  to  have  his  cattle  there  for  ten  days. 
541.  {Mr,  Little,)  You  do  not  feed  them?— No, 
we  do  not  feed  them.  On  the  other  hand,  at  other 
places  a  man  is  only  entitled  to  have  them  there  24 
hours,  and  after  that  he  is  chai'ged  all  sorts  of  rates 


per  24  hours.  On  an  average  the  cattle  are  kept  at 
Deptford  ^ve  days,  and,  in  feet,  on  the  whole  they  are 
kept  there  at  lower  prices  than  at  other  places ;  but 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  Commission  to 
get  any  correct  idea  of  that  market  without  seeing  it. 

542.  {Chairman.)  I  think  we  have  nothing  further 
to  ask  you,  and  we  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  most  important  and  valuable  evidence. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster, 
FOURTH  DAY. 


Tuesday,  6th  December  1887. 


PRESENT  : 


The  Eight  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.a.,  in  the  Chaib. 


Mr,  Benjamin 
ScoU, 

G  Dec.  1887. 


SiK  Thomas  Mabtineau. 

Mil  Chasles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 

Mr.  Benjamin 

543.  {Chairman,)  I  need  hardly  ask  you  whether 
you  are  the  City  Chamberlain  ? — I  am. 

544.  Will  you  state  what  are  the  special  duties  of 
your  office  ? — I  am  the  City  banker  and  treasurer  and 
general  finance  officer. 

545.  You  have  charge  of  all  the  City  finances  ?. — ^Yes. 

546.  For  how  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with 
the  finances  of  the  markets  of  the  City  ? — I  entered  the 
Chamberlain*s  Office  in  1827,  so  that  I  have  had  ex- 
perience more  or  less  of  the  markets  of  the  City  for 
60  years. 

547.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ask  you  whether  you 
have  witnessed  great  changes  in  those  markets  in  that 
time  ? — Yes,  I  have  witnessed  very  groat  changes  ; 
indeed,  it  would  be  hardly  possible  for  anyone  who 
has  not  had  my  opportunities  of  observing  what  has 
happened,  to  understand  at  all  the  change,  which  I 
might  almost  term  a  revolution,  which  has  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  markets  of  the  City  since  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  them.  * 

548.  Some  markets,  we  understand,  have  been  dis- 
continued ;  within  your  experience  can  you  tell  us 
what  they  are,  and  under  what  circumstances  the 
discontinuance  took  place  ? — ^The  Fleet  Market,  which 
occupied  the  position  where  Farringdon  Street  is  now, 
and  which  was  then  a  valley  with  an  ppen  sewer,  the 
Fleet  River,  passing  through  it,  was  discontinued  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  1824,  but  was  not 
completely  removed  until  1828,  when  the  Fleet 
Market  was  entirely  removed  and  Farringdon  Market 
was  substituted  for  it  on  a  new  sit«.  Honey  Lane 
Market,  which  was  closely  adjoining  to  Cheapside, 
was  discontinued  about  the  year  1835 ;  that  was  a 
comparatively  small  market.  The  revenues  of  the 
Fleet  Market  were  considerable,  I  think  over  3,000/. 
a  year;  but  the  Honey  Lane  Market  was  a  small 
afiair;  the  revenues  about  the  time  it  was  discontinued 
hardly  reached  100/.  a  year.  Upon  the  site  of  Honey 
Lane  the  first  City  of  London  School  was  erected  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  Newgate  Market  was  in  existence 
in  1827,  but  was  to  be  discontinued  under  an  Act 
passed  in  1861,  though  the  market  was  not  entirely 
closed  till  1868,  when  the  new  Central  Markets  on 
the  site  of  Smithfield  were  opened.  Smithfield  was 
the  great  cattle  market  of  London,  but  by  an  Act 
passed  in  1851  that  market  was  discontinued  and  the 
market  now  called  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  was 
established  at  Islington,  the  cattle  market  being  entirely 
removed  out  of  the  centre  of  London.  Those  are  the 
four  markets  that  have  been  discontinued  in  my 
recollection  ;  tlie  Fleet  Market,  Honey  Lane,  New- 
gate, and  Smithfield. 

549.  Can  you  tell  us  what  markets  have  been  en- 
larged or  extended  or  substituted  for  others  withii; 


I  Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 

Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary. 

Scott  examined. 

the  term  of  years  that  you  have  mentioned  ? — ^To  com- 
mence with  our  oldest  market.  Billingsgate,  that  has 
been  greatly  enlarged  upon  two  occasions :  first  under 
the  Act  of  1846  and  then  by  an  Act  in  1879.  Leaden- 
hall  Market  has  been  greatly  enlarged  under  an  Act  of 
1 879.  Farringdon  Market  was  substituted  for  Fleet 
Market  in  1828.  On  the  site  on  which  Smithfield  stood 
there  has  been  first  establiiihed  the  Central  meat  market, 
subsequently  the  Central  poultiy  and  provision  market, 
and  then  thirdly  a  vegetable  and  fruit  market,  which 
was  afterwards  changed  by  Act  of  Parliament  into  a  fish 
market,  as  an  experiment,  and  subsequently  abandoned 
as  a  fish  market  as  being  entirely  unsuccessful ;  and 
it  is  now  to  be  used  as  a  general  market  to  include 
fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  or  any  marketable  commodities. 
Then  lastly,  there  has  been  a  cattle  market  established 
at  Islington,  which  superseded  the  Smithfield  Market. 

550.  Some  markets,  we  understand,  have  been 
created  entirely  de  novo  during  your  term  of  office  ? — 
The  only  market  of  that  kind  I  think  we  must 
consider  to  be  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  at  Deptford, 
on  the  River  Thaioes.  There  was  no  such  market 
until  the  Act  of  1869  enabled  the  Corporation  to 
purchase  the  old  Government  dockyard  of  Deptford. 
There  was  a  little  inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Goldney's 
evidence  upon  that  point  which  he  requested  me  to 
correct.  He  stated  that  the  Government  gave  the 
dockyard  at  Deptford  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  market.  That  was  not  so. 
The  Government  sold  the  market  to  a  person  who 
held  it,  no  doubt,  upon  speculation,  and  he  sold  it  to 
the  Corporation.  I  may  mention  in  passing,  that  we 
treat  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  at  Deptford  differently 
from  our  other  markets  in  this  respect,  that  we  do  not 
regard  it  as  a  City  market.  The  Corpoi-ation  is  named 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament  as  the  local  authority,  but  we 
do  not  consider  that  the  property  vests  in  the  Corpora- 
tion in  the  same  sense  that  all  the  ancient  markets 
do,  and,  in  fact,  all  the  markets  that  I  have  mentioned 
with  the  exception  of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market. 

551.  But  you  have  a  right  of  control  over  it? — 
We  have  absolute  control  over  it  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  We  are  the  local  authority  mentioned 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  with  absolute  control  over 
it,  but  we  do  not  consider  that  we  have  property  in 
it  as  we  have  in  the  ancient  markets,  and  in  those 
markets  that  have  been  substituted  for  ancient 
markets. 

552.  Is  there  any  market  now  in  course  of  forma- 
tion ? — There  is  an  addition  to  the  fish  and  general 
market  which  is  being  formed  solely  for  the  sale  of 
fish  in  connexion  with  the  Central  Markets  at 
Smithfield.  The  Billingsgate  Market  is  for  the 
sale  of  fish  brought  by  riy^j^^^fij^ranway^ijt  it  J^ 
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thought  that  a  certain  quantity  of  fish  will  come  by 
railway  to  the  central  parts  of  London,  and  not  to 
the  river  side,  and  for  that  purpose  we  are  now 
constructing  a  iish  market.  Thu  Corporation  are 
authorisecl  to  raise  50,000/. ;  they  have  raised  during 
the  last  year  10,000/.,  and  that  market  will  shortly 
be  completed. 

553,  We  understand  that  thereare  some  returns  which 
you  wish  to  hand  in  to  the  Commissioners  connected 
with  the  questions  addressed  to  the  Corporation  ? — 
1  am  directed  by  the  Markets  Committee  to  submit 
answers  to  the  questions  Nos.  8,  9,  10,  and  11  which 
you    addressed    to    the   Corporation.       Those    four 
questions  relate  more  particularly  to  my  department, 
and  I  now  submit  these  accounts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4 
{producing    them).      The  first   account    relates    to 
questions  8  and  9  rospectively,  and  I  may  say  that  it 
is  generally  a  statement  of  the  capital  accounts  of  the 
City  markets  and  those  which  are  claimed  by  the  City. 
Then  there  is  a  similar  capital  account,  No.  2,  relating 
to  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  at  Deptford,  which  we 
kept  separate  for  the  reason  which  I  have  assigned. 
Then  there  is  an  account,  No.  3,  in  answer  to  questions 
10  and  11,  giving  the  average  annual  gross  receipt 
and  expenditure  during    three  years  ended   the  31st 
December   1886.     That  account  gives  the  receipts 
and   expenditure    of    the    Central    Meat,    Poultry, 
and    Provision   Market,   of   the   Central   Fish    and 
Greneral  Market,  of  Farringdon  Market,  of  Smithfield 
Hay   Market,   of   the  Metropolitan  Cattle    Market, 
Islington,  of  Leaden  hall  Market,  and  of  Billingsgate 
Market.    Account  No.  4  gives  tiie  gross  receipts  and 
expenditui*e  during  the  same  three  years  in  respect  of 
the  Foreign  Cattle  Market.     I  put  those  accounts  in 
and  leave  them  with  the  Commission.     I  ought  to  state 
in  making  these  returns  that  the  Markets  Committee 
have  authorised  me   to  give  the  Conmiission  every 
possible  information  in  my  department.     I  make  that 
statement  because  the  Corporation  has  not  hitherto 
in  the  case  of  Government  inquiries  recognised  the 
right  of  the  Crown  to  make  these  inquiries,  except  in 
the  Crown's  ordinary  courts  of  inquiry, — the  constituted 
courts  of  the  land.     It  is  rather  a  matter  of  law  than 
anything  else;    there  is  not  a  desire    to   withhold 
anything,  but  on  every  occasion  of  an  inquiry  of  this 
nature  there  has  been  a  statement  of  the  kind  made, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Corporation  have  had  to  ask 
leave  to  divulge  what  they  consider  to  be  the  affairs  of 
their  employers. 

554.  We  understand  that  there  is  no  desire  to  keep 
back  anything? — No;  these  accounts  have  all  been 
submitted  to  the  Markets  Committee,  which  in  these 
matters  represent  the  Corporation,  and  they  have 
desired  me  to  submit  these  accounts,  and  to  answer 
any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  me. 

555.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  included  in  the 
returns  that  you  have  put  in,  but  I  would  ask  you 
what  is  the  total  debt  of  the  Corporation  in  relation  to 
their  markets  ? — The  total  debt  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember last  was  2,529,600/.  The  Foreign  Cattle 
Market  has  a  separate  debt  of  196,500/. 

556.  Is  that  a  perpetual  debt  or  is  there  any 
provision  for  redeeming  it  within  a  certain  time  ? — 
There  is  a  provision  in  every  bond,  terminating  the 
period  of  the  bond.  We  have  no  power  to  issue 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  perpetual  stock  nor  have 
we  facilities  as  a  Corporation  for  issuing  stock  such 
as  are  sometimes  granted  by  Parliament  under  the 
Local  Loans  Act,  and  under  special  powers.  This 
money  has  all  been  raised  by  bonds  terminable  at 
different  periods,  which  periods  will  be  stated  in 
Return  No.  1,  which  I  have  laid  before  you.  The 
Corporation  do  not  contemplate  that  when  these  bonds 
expire  they  will  always  or  generally  be  able  to  discharge 
them.  They  generally  find  it  convenient  to  raise  the 
money  at  a  fair  rate  of  interest,  to  make  a  contract 
for  10  years ;  and  then  if  they  have  not  the  intention 
or  the  means  of  paying  them  off  at  that  time,  they 
renew  them  easily. 

557.  {Mr.  Little,)  But  are  they  as  a  matter  of  fact 
paying  off  the  debt? — They  have  not  of  late  years 
done  much  in  that  way  as  you  will  find  upon  investi- 


gation.    During   the  last  30  years  they  have  been    Mr.  Ber\jainiu 
creating  markets  to  meet  the  necessities  of  London,  Scott. 

and  rather  adding  to  their  debt  than  diminishing  it.  '     " 

558.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Is  there  no  scheme  *^' _' ' 

for  the  discharge  of  the  debt  at  different  periods  by 
instalments  ? — No,  there  is  not  any  scheme  in  exis- 
tence. I  should  mention  that  the  Corporation  estates 
are  charged  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  many  other 
purposes  than  those  of  markets;  lor  instance,  for 
very  large  street  improvements,  such  as  the  Holboru 
Valley  and  Viaduct  improvement,  for  obtaining  open 
spaces,  such  as  Epping  Foi*est  and  other  places,  and 
for  rebuilding  the  Royal  Exchange  and  matters  of 
that  kind.  There  is  therefore  a  large  debt  quite  out- 
side of  the  market  debt ;  but  the  law  has  bound  the 
whole  together ;  the  Corporation  estates  are  liable  for 
the  markets,  and  the  market  tolls  are  liable  for  other 
debts.  It  forms  one  estate.  Therefore  they  are 
obliged  from  year  to  year  to  look  to  their  means,  and 
to  pay  off  bonds  as  they  see  themselves  enabled  to  pay 
-^     There  is  a  very  important  question  coming  up 


off. 


which  would  affect  this  question  indirectly,  though  of 
course  it  would  not  affect  the  inquiry  which  is  before 
you,  and  that  is  what  should  be  done  with  the  debt  of 
the  Holbom  Valley  and  Viaduct.  The  Corporation 
will  have  outstanding  some  two  years  hence  750,000/. 
on  that  debt,  contracted  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
They  have  to  take  that  into  account  as  well  as  the 
debts  of  the  market.  If  the  coal  dues  should  be 
renewed  that  debt  will  be  provided  for,  and  then  they 
will  be  able  to  make  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
market  debt. 

559.  {Chairman.)  But  as  a  matter  of  finance  you 
cannot  separate  the  market  debt  from  their  other  debts  ? 
— ^The  Corporation  purse  is  one,  and  we  may  not  give 
preferences,  but  we  must  do  the  best  we  can  with  our 
creditors  from  year  to  year. 

560.  What  has  been  the  average  income  of  the 
markets  for  the  last  three  complete  years? — ^The 
average  income  of  the  City  markets,  as  I  may  call 
them,  for  that  period  has  been  153,114/.  In  the  case 
of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  for  the  same  period  the 
income  has  been  58,801/. 

561.  (M^'  Charrington,)  Is  that  net  income  or 
receipts  r — This  is  the  gross  income. 

562.  {Chairman,)  What  has  been  the  average 
expenditure  for  the  like  period,  including  interest 
and  discharge  of  loans  ? — On  the  City  markets 
152,762/.,  and  on  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  57,046/. ; 
so  that  you  will  see  that  during  the  last  three  years 
the  average  income  of  the  City  markets  has  been 
about  the  same  as  the  expenditure,  there  being  only 
a  surplus  of  352/.  on  the  three  years.  In  the  Foreign 
Cattle  Market  the  surplus  has  been  larger,  amounting 
to  20,755/.,  and  the  debt  of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market 
is  being  rapidly  reduced. 

563.  {Mr,  Little,)  But  I  understood  you  to  say 
that  the  income  of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  had 
been  58,801/.,  and  the  expenditure  57,046/.  ?— There 
has  been  a  sum  applied  in  discharge  of  debt.  The 
figures  which  I  have  given  you  would  show  a 
difference  of  1,755/.  1*.  11</.,  but  there  has  been 
applied  in  discharge  of  the  debt  19,000/.  Adding 
those  amounts  together,  it  shows  a  surplus  of  20,755/, 

564.  ( Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Is  that  included  in 
the  57,046/.  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  average  expenditure 
of  the  market,  inclusive  of  paying  off  debt.  Adding 
the  average  amount  of  debt  paid  off  would  bring 
the  surplus  up  to  20,755/.,  which  is  a  surplus  which 
may  be  fully  depended  upon  in  future  years. 

565.  You  say  that  the  average  income  is  58,801/., 
and  that  the  average  expenditure  has  been  57,046/. ; 
that  would  leave  a  surplus  of  1,756/.  But  are  we 
to  understand  that  you  have  in  addition  to  that  paid 
off  debt  to  the  amount  of  6,000/.  or  7,000/.  ?— 19,00t)/. 

566.  So  that  that  really  comes  out  of  the  57,046/.  ? 
—Yes. 

567.  (Mr,  Little,)  Comparing  the  expendilui-e 
and  receipts  of  the  City  markets,  does  the  152,762/. 
include  any  payment  in  respect  of  debt? — No,  it  does 
not ;  that  is  the  exception,  and  that  Jias  been  treated 

as  an  exception.  ^^  r^r^r-^^r-% 
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Mt,  Ba^amn       568.  Then  there  is  only  a  surplus  income  of  352/., 
Scott.         without  paying  off  any  debt  ? — ^There  is  a  very  small 

surplus  indeed,  and  likely  to  be  for  some  f.iW  years 

6  Dec  1887.     ^  come. 

569.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Does  the  expenditure  on 
these  markets  include  the  interest  on  the  amount 
borrowed  for  them  ? — It  does  in  every  case. 

570.  It  does  not  include  management  alone  ? — No : 
it  includes  management  and  interest.  The  interest  is 
a  very  large  item. 

571.  (Chairman,)  The  surplus  is  so  small  that  it 
is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  ask  you  how  it  is 
applicable,  but  in  view  of  the  future  you  may  wish  to 
state  it  ? — When  our  experiments  have  been  tiied  in 
making  a  market  for  fish,  which  has  been  a  very 
troublesome  and  expensive  job,  if  the  mai'ket  which 
is  now  being  constructed  should  be  successful,  we 
may  look  for  a  much  better  surplus  than  we  have  had. 
It  will  be  at  tbe  disposal  of  the  Corporation  for 
market  purposes,  and  for  municipal  purposes,  and  for 
public  purposes,  in  extinction  of  the  debt  which  they 
have  contracted  under  Act  of  Parliament  for  improve- 
ments and  otherwise. 

572.  In  short,  it  will  be  at  their  disposal  ? — It  will 
be  at  their  disposal,  and  they  will  be  able,  as  I  have 
already  explained,  to  deal  with  the  discharge  of  debt 
upon  some  equitable  principle. 

573.  Is  there  any  fund  or  property  besides  sur- 
pluses applicable  to  the  discharge  of  market  debt  ? — 
There  is  one  special  fund  which  I  ought  to  mention. 
By  the  Act  of  1886,  which  enabled  us  to  construct 
the  new  fish  market,  it  was  provided  by  tbe  express 
desire  of  the  Corporation  that  the  site  of  Farringdon 
Market,  which  was  then  to  be  dismarketed,  should  be 
set  aside  for  meeting  the  debts  on  the  Central  Markets. 
The  debts  on  ihe  Central  Markets  are  the  largest 
debts  we  have,  including  the  debt  of  the  Meat  Market, 
the  Poultry  and  Provision  Market,  the  Fish  and 
General  Market,  and  the  new  Fish  Market.  The 
site  of  this  discontinued  market  at  Farringdon,  no 
doubt  a  valuable  site,  is  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Corporation  for  discharging  the  Central  Market  debts. 
The  words  of  the  Act  are  that  "  the  Corporation  shall 
<'  vnthin  six  years  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  dis- 
'^  pose  of  the  site  of  Farringdon  Market,  and  shall, 
'*  after  satisfying  any  liabilities  thereon,  apply  the  pro- 
''  ceeds  thereof  towards  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
"  on  the  London  Central  Markets."  I  have,  by  the 
desire  of  the  Corporation,  omitted  from  the  return 
the  value  of  that  market.  There  is  no  sum  stated  in 
the  capital  account  as  to  the  value,  because  the  Cor- 
poration within  a  year  or  two  will  have  this  land 
on  sale,  and  it  has  never  been  their  practice  to  put 
a  value  ^upon  anything  upon  which  they  will  have 
to  receive  tenders.  It  was  thought  quite  improper  to 
disclose  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  surveyors  as 
to  the  value  of  that  piece  of  ground,  but  it  will  be  of 
very  considerable  value. 

574.  They  leave  the  value  to  be  fixed  by  the 
public  ? — ^There  is  an  area  of  66,000  superficial  feet 
in  the  very  centre  of  the  city,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
a  very  considerable  amount  applicable  to  the  reduction 
of  the  Central  Market  debt. 

575.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Is  there  any  separate 
account  kept  of  each  individual  market,  showing  the 
profit  or  the  loss,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  any  particular 
market  ? — There  is  a  separate  account  kept  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Corporation  every  year  of  the  receipt 
and  expenditure  of  each  market,  and  that  is  printed  in 
l>ooks  of  account.  I  have  here  the  books  of  the  last 
three  years.  I  cannot  state  that  there  is  a  profit  and  loss 
account  made  out,  because  if  that  were  done  we  should 
have  of  course  to  value  sites  and  matters  of  that  sort. 

576.  But  is  there  anything  to  show  whether  any 
particular  market  is  making  a  profit  or  a  loss  in 
caiTying  it  on  from  year  to  year  ? — That  is  shown, 
and  every  month  the  Markets  Committee  have  returns 
from  uiy  office  to  show  how  everything  is  proceeding. 

577.  Do  you  find  that  some  markets  always  show  a 
loss,  and  that  others  always  show  a  profit  ? — That  is 
so.  The  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  at  Islington  has 
only  produced  B  profit  in  one  year  since  it  was  opened 


by  the  Prince  Consort.  I  forget  now  what  year  it 
was.  It  has  shown  an  average  loss  from  that  period 
down  to  this  of  6,000/.  to  8,000/.  a  year.  That  is  one 
of  tbe  reasons  why  it  would  not  be  fair  when  a 
market  is  making  a  proHt  that  there  should  bo  an 
advatitage  given  to  the  holders  of  bonds  on  that 
market,  whilsi  there  is  another  market  upon  which 
there  is  a  loss.  We  shall  have  to  meet  all  these  ques- 
tions equitably  with  all  our  bondholders  from  year  to 
year. 

578.  Do  you  know  any  particular  reason  why  that 
market  should  always  show  a  loss;  is  it  the  great 
expense  of  carrying  it  on  or  is  it  the  large 
amount  of  interest  ? — It  covers  many  acres.  There 
was  a  very  large  sum  expende<l  upon  it,  perhaps  an 
unreasonably  large  sum.  .  There  were  also  two 
large  taverns  built  in  the  hope  that  those  persons 
who  came  from  the  country  in  large  numbers  to  sell 
their  cattle  would  make  use  of  those  taverns.  It  was 
soon  found  that  they  preferred  their  old  quartern, 
wherever  they  were  in  London,  and  that  they  did  not 
make  use  of  the  taverns.  There  was  loss  incurred  in 
that  way.  Then  we  obtained  power  to  turn  the 
taverns  into  lodging  houses  for  the  poor,  and  they  are 
used  for  that  purpose  now,  and  are  filled,  but  not  in 
a  profitable  sense.  Then  again  Parliament  has  re- 
peatedly declined  to  increase  the  tolls  on  cattle  there. 
It  is  quite  manifest  that  the  toll  is  not  ^ufiiciently 
large,  and  there  have  been  several  applications  to  the 
Board  of  Traile,  and  there  have  been  applications  to 
Parliament  to  put  a  heavier  toll  upon  the  cattle.  But 
in  founding  the  Foi'eign  Cattle  Market  at  Deptford 
a  clause  was  introduced  into  one  of  the  Acts  for  that 
purpose,  which  gives  the  Corporation  this  advantage 
ultimately :  that  when  the  Deptford  debt  is  discharged 
the  profits  of  the  Deptford  Market  shall  go  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  of  the  cattle  market  at  Islington. 
That  was  done  by  Parliament,  rather  than  increase  the 
tolls  upon  cattle.  That  is  the  only  market  upon  which 
there  is  a  standing  loss,  there  always  has  been  a  loss 
upon  the  cattle  market  at  Islington. 

579.  Is  there  any  difference  between  the  toll  pay- 
able on  cattle  at  Deptford  and  that  pe^able  at  the 
Central  Market  ? — The  tolls  are  very  different.  It  is 
a  toll  at  the  cattle  market  at  Islington  ;  but  there  are 
landing  charges,  and  slaughtering  charges,  and  lairage 
charges  at  the  Deptford  Market.  I  conld  not  com- 
pare the  one  with  the  other.  No  cattle  are  allowed 
to  come  out  of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  alive,  and 
therefore  there  are  slaughtering  charges  and  charges 
for  the  sale  of  offal  and  things  of  tliat  kind ;  and  they 
are  now  putting  up  very  extensive  cold  stores  for 
keeping  meat  which  they  cannot  dispose  of  at  the 
moment.  The  trade  are  pressing  for  it,  and  they  are 
spending  considerable  sums  of  money  for  that  purpose. 

580.  ( Chairman.)  Are  there  any  other  statements 
in  connexion  with  the  subject  generally  which  yon 
wish  to  lay  before  the  Commission  ? — ^There  are  a  few 
matters  which  have  not  yet  been  aUuded  to,  which 
should  be  mentioned  in  order  to  make  the  inquiry 
complete.  In  the  year  1871,  the  Corporation,  at  the 
request  of  the  Baroness  Burdett-Coutts,  tried  an 
experiment  in  Columbia  Market,  which  is  in  the  region 
of  Shoreditch,  in  the  east  of  Ix)ndon.  They  took 
that  market  off  her  hands,  and  they  conducted  it 
from  1872  to  1875  or  thereabouts.  They  incnrre.d  a 
considerable  loss  by  it ;  in  fact,  every  year  the  pay- 
ments very  greatly  exceeded  the  receipts,  and  then 
they  re-conveyed  it,  as  it  had  been  arranged,  to  the 
Baroness,  as  it  was  unprofitable,  and  I  believe  that  her 
Ladyship  is  still  carrying  it  on.  Some  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  introduce  a  railway  into  the  market, 
which  may  assist  it ;  but  the  whole  experience  of  the 
Corporation  has  been  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  things  in  the  world  to  remove  a  market,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  illustrations  of  it.  There  was  once 
an  attempt  to  found  a  fish  market  on  the  Thames  to 
compete  with  Billingsgate.  Hungerford  Market  was 
the  name  of  the  market,  and  it  was  on  the  site  of  the 
Charing  Cross  railway  bridge  and  station.  That  was 
carried  on  for  a  few  years.  It  was  not  a  City  market 
in  any  sense.  It  was  an  attempt  to  es^i^sh  a  whole- 
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sale  and  retail  fish  market  at  the  west  end  of  London, 
but  that  resulted  in  a  disastrous  failure.     There  is 
now  an  attempt  to  establish  a  market  lower  down  the 
river  than  Billingsgate.     Parliament  granted  powers 
to  make  a  market  at  Shadwell.     The  Corocration 
opposed  on  the  grounds  of  their  rights  of  market,  and 
tliat  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  Billingsgate ;  but  as 
they  were  not  willing  to  undertake  the  construction 
of  Shadwell  Market,  Farliameut  decided  that  a  market 
ought  to  be  created  there  as  an  experiment.    There 
was  a  market  established  near  the  *^  Elephant  and 
Castle,"  in  the  south  of  London,  but  that,  I  believe, 
has  been  recently  discontinued.    There  has  been  also 
an  Act  of  Parliament  recently  passed  to  establish  a 
market  at  Paddington,  under  the  Paddington  Vestry, 
but  what  is  being  done  with  that  I  do  not  know.    As 
a  matter  of  interest  I  may  mention  that  the  site  of 
Smithfield  was  annually  used  as  a  fair  up  to  recent 
times.     There  was  a  very  celebrated  fair  which  you 
have  all  heard  of,  no  doubt,  and  which  was  called 
Bartholomew   Pair.      It   was  established   under  the 
Corporation  of  London  by  a  charter  of  King  Henry  II., 
giunted  somewhere  between  the  years  1154  and  1189. 
As  London  increased  in  population,  Bartholomew  Fair 
became  a  very  great    nuisance,  and   the  Court  of 
Common  Council  continually  from  year  to  year  raised 
the  letting  of  the  ground,  until  they  strangled  the 
fair,  and  it  ceased  to  be  frequented.     The  last  time 
it  was  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor  was  on  the  5th  of 
September  1853.  No  one  having  ever  applied  for  stands 
since  then  it  was  got  rid  of.     I  put  in  some  figures  as  a 
matter  of  intei*est  to  show  how  markets  have  changed 
during  my  experience,  the  receipts,  expenditure,  sur- 
plus, and  deficiency  of  the  markets  in  1827  when  I 
entered  the  Chamberlain's  office.    The  profits  on  the 
markets  at  that  time  were  10,935/.,  but  the  markets 
were  exceedmgly  small  and  inconvenient,  and  most  of 
them  connected  with  very  narrow  streets,  all  of  which 
has  been  changed  now.    That  included  the  Old  Fleet 
Market,  the  Old  Newgate  Market,  the  Old  Honejr  Lane 
Market,  Smithfield,  and  Leadenhall  Market.    Billings- 
gate is  stated  separately  because  it  was  not  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Corporation  at  the  time.    They  had 
alienated  the  market  to  certain  parties,  and  they  were 
then  negotiating  or  arranging  to  obtain  the  market  back 
again  frc»m  those  parties  by  paying  them  annual  sums. 
Shortly  afterwards,  Billingsgate  Market  passed  once 
more  into  the  hands  of  the  Corporation.    The  parties 
who  had  purchased  it  and  their  assignees  were  com- 
pensated ;  and  then  commenced  the  improvement  of 
Billingsgate  Market,  which  has  been  going  on  down 
to  this  year.    In  1827  the  Corporation  had  a  profit  on 
their  markets  of  nearly  11,000/.  a  year.    I  then  go  on 
to  1847,  20  years  later,  when  the  surplus  was  11,964/., 
that  is  close  upon  12,000/.     Then  came  the  transition 
period  when  the  Corporation  began  to  improve,  and 
to   substitute  other  marketo  for  those  which   were 
inconvenient ;   in  the  year   1854  the  profits  of  the 
markets  were   12,893/.     As  I  have  explained,  the 
profits  of  the  City  markets  proper  are  now  reduced  to 
some  352/.  at  the  end  of  1886,  so  that  the  Corpo- 
ration  in  constructing  these  new  markets  have  de- 
stroyed the  profits  which  their  general  municipal  funds 
were  deriving  from  this  source  ;  but  they  have  done 
it  from  a  sense  that  the  public  required  these  markets ; 
and  the  way  in  which  these  markets  have  been  fre- 
quented, and  the   enormous    trade  done    in  them, 
show  that    the  Corporation  were    not  too  soon  in 
constructing  them,   having   r^ard    to  the  demands 
of  the  pubUc.    I  may  say  now,  in  addition  to  what 
Mr.   Goldney  has  stated,  that  the  City's    markets, 
and    particularly    their     meat     and     fish    markets, 
supply   not  only   London   but    the   country  round, 
to  a  distance  of  perhaps  100  miles;   down  to  the 
south  coast  and  100  miles  to  the  north,  and  some- 
times fnrther  :  and  even,  as  Mr.  Goldney  has  stated, 
to  the  south  of  Prance,  for  Paris,  Nice,  Mentone,  and 
Cannes,  are  supplied  with  fish  from  Billingsgate.    And 
the  markets  are  drawing  their  supplies  from  very 
much  greater  distances  than  those  to  which  they  are 
distributing  them ;  for  as  you  are  aware,  we  are  now 
getting  meat  from  South  America,  Australia,  and 
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New  Zealand,  firom  Spain,  and  from  different  parts  of  Mr.  Bei^amin 
the  continent,  and  distributing  it  from  our  central 
meat  and  cattle  markets.  The  population  of  London 
it^lf,  of  the  metropolitan  district,  has  increased  since 
1827  from  1,500,000,  or  thereabouts,  to  4,000,000,  and 
taking  in  outside  London,  to  5,000,000  inhabitants  ; 
so  that  the  provision  which  the  Corporation  has  been 
making  for  markets  has  been  not  only  very  neces- 
sary but  absolutely  indispensable.  What  the  price  of 
food  would  have  been  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  means 
of  distribution  which  the  Corporation  has  provided, 
it  is  impossible  to  say. 

581.  {Mr.  Charringtan,)  Is  there  any  other  medium 
than  that  of  the  London  coal  duties  through  which 
outside  London  contributes  to  any  part  of  this  expen- 
diture that  the  Corporation  has  incurred  for  markets  ? 
— There  is  a  small  duty  upon  com  brought  into  the 
port  of  London. 

582.  Is  that  what  is  called  the  motage  duty  ? — ^No ; 
the  metage  duty  has  been  abolished.  The  metage 
duty  was  onerous  and  irksome.  The  practice  of 
seUing  by  measure  b^an  to  be  discontinued,  and  the 
trade  b^an  to  sell  by  weight;  and  so  in  1871  the 
Corporation  obtained  an  Act  to  abolish  the  com- 
pulsory metage  of  com,  and  it  is  only  carried  on  now 
if  parties  desire  to  have  their  corn  measured.  There 
is  now  a  very  small  duty,  amounting  to  jVths  of  a 
penny  per  cwt. 

583.  (Mr.  Little.)  On  com  of  all  descriptions?— 
Not  on  grain  imported  by  brewers  and  distillers  and 
othera  who  bring  it  in  for  use,  but  on  all  com  which 
is  brought  in  for  sale  in  the  port  of  London.  With 
that  change  the  Corporation  obtained  power  to  pre- 
serve and  protect  open  spaces.  That  mon^  has  been 
expended  in  freeing  Epping  Forest,  West  Ham  Park, 
Bumham  Beeches,  certain  commons  in  Surrey,  and 
maintaining  the  open  spaces  at  Highgate,  and  other 
places.  They  have  spent  about300,000/.  on  those  objects. 

584.  How  much  does  that  bring  in  in  a  year  ? — 
About  10,000/.  to  11,000/.  a  year,  I  think,  net. 

585.  (Mr.  Charringtan,)  I  think  I  have  seen  it 
stated  that  the  City's  share  of  the  coal  duties  comes 
to  about  50,000/.  a  year  ?— More  than  that ;  it  is  over 
100,000/.  a  year.  That  duty  is  mortgaged  for  the 
Holbom  Valley  Improvement,  which  cost  some 
2,500,000/.  gross.  I  will  put  in,  if  you  think  it  of 
interest,  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  markets,  and 
the  surplus  for  each  of  the  years  1827,  1847,  and  1854, 
which  I  call  the  transition  period,  and  for  the  three 
years  which  you  have  asked  for.     {Paper*  put  in,) 

586.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  have  not  made  out  the 
details  for  1867,  have  you,  which  is  the  intermediate 
period  between  1847  and  1887? — ^No;  but  I  can 
supply  it.  These  papers  are  put  in  to  show  that  there 
was  a  considerable  profit  up  to  1854,  but  that  after  that 
there  has  been  little  or  no  profit,  and  in  fact  there  has 
been  a  loss  on  the  whole. 

587.  {Chairman.)  The  City  has  remodelled  and 
improved  the  markets,  but  it  has  done  so  at  some 
loss  to  itself  ? — ^At  some  loss  at  the  present  to  itself 
nnd  subject  to  the  contraction  of  a  very  large  debt. 

588.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  1  see  that  to  the 
question,  ^^  Are  any  records  kept  of  the  prices  of 
commodities  sold  in  the  markets?"  the  answer  from 
the  City  is,  ^No  official  records  are  kept  of  the 
prices  " ;  and  the  wonl  "  official "  is  underlined ;  are 
you  in  a  position  to  give  any  general  information  on 
the  subject,  or  is  any  record  kept  that  is  not  strictly 
official  of  the  prices  r — ^That  would  not  come  into  my 
department.  The  money  comes  to  me  in  gross,  but  the 
veay  in  which  it  is  made  up  in  the  markets  does  not  come 
berore  me.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  clerks 
of  the  markets  or  the  City  Comptroller,  who  controls 
the  books  of  the  markets  before  they  reach  me,  would 
be  able  to  give  information  upon  that  point. 

589.  Tiiat  woidd  be  upon  the  total  value  of  the 
goods  sold  in  the  markets? — ^1  should  think  that  the 
clerk  of  the  market  must  know  about  what  is  the 
value  of  any  commodity,  such  as  meat  for  iustancr. 
The  toll  in  the  Meat  Market  is  a  farthing,  I  think,  on 
21  lbs.  of  meat,  poultry  or  provisions,  lie  would 
know  from  year  to  year  what  had  been/tiie  jv^aj 
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price  of  meat,  &c.,  I  should  think,  and  then  he  could 
give  you  that  infonnation. 

590.  He  could  give  us  the  full  amount  of  what  is 
sold  ? — He  could.  He  keeps  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tities sold,  and  if  he  could  fix  the  average  price  of  the 
quantities  sold  you  could  get  at  that  information; 
and  so  with  the  Fish  Market. 

591.  Would  that  apply  to  vegetables  as  well? — 
There  would  be  a  little  more  difficulty,  of  course,  in 
the  case  o£  vegetables,  because  they  are  so  various  in 
value ;  but  still  the  clerk  of  the  market  could  give  you 
a  good  deal  of  information  upon  that  point. 


592.  (Mr.  Little.)  Does  the  12th  question  as  to  the 
scale  of  tolls  come  in  your  department  at  all  ? — No. 

593.  Do  the  accounts  which  you  have  put  in  dis- 
tinguish the  amounts  received  for  tolls  and  stallages 
and  rents? — Yes,  they  do  in  most  cases,  I  think. 
Bents  would  be  separate  of  course. 

594.  The  Deptford  Cattle  Market  having  been 
established  by  Act  of  Parliament,  were  the  maximum 
tolls  laid  down  by  the  Act  ? — ^They  were  to  be  fixed 
by  byelaw. 

595.  Was  that  the  case  with  the  Islington  Market  ? 
— The  tolls  are  settled  by  the  Act  32  &33  Vict.  c.  70. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


MARKETS,  1827. 


Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

£      s.    d. 

£     8.    d. 

£        8.     d. 

£       8.    d. 

Newgate  Market        -                -                -                - 

3,589  19     4i 

782     8     6 

2,807  10  lOi 

... 

Fleet  Market           -            .            -           -            - 

2,989     8     0 

753     8     4 

2,235  19     8 

— 

Honey  Lane  Market  -                -                -                - 

311   15     0 

246  18  10 

64  16     2 

— 

Smithfield  Market     -            -            .            -            - 

5,347  19     7 

1,987  12  10 

3,860     6     9 



Leadenhall  Market    ...                - 

2,481   18     5i 

740     0     6 

1,741  17  Hi 



Billingsgate  Market              .            -            .            - 

4,597     8     Oi 

3,872     4     0 

725     3  Ul 

— 

19.318     8     5| 

8,382  13     0 

10,935  15     4^ 

— 

MARKETS,  1847. 

Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Surplus. 

Deficiency. 

Newpte  Market        .               -               -               - 
Farnngdon  Market  -            -            -            -            - 
Smithfield  Cattle  and  Hay  Market 
Leadenhall  Market       .            .            -            -        - 
Billingsgate  Market  -                -                -                - 

£         8.    d. 
4,441  14    2 
1,059     0     6 
8,054  16     2 
2,877     9     8 
8,938     9     9 

£       8.    d. 
840  16     4 
1,309     5     3 
2,729   11     0 
1,078  19     7i 
2,458     1     4 

£       s.   d. 
8,600  17  IQ 

5,825     5     2 
1,798  10     Oi 
1,480     8     5 

£     8.    d. 
250    4     9 

20,371   10     3 

8,416  13     6| 
'  Surplus 

12,205     1     51 
250     4     9 

11,954  16     8j 

MARKETS,  1854. 


Kewgate  Market 

Smithfield  Cattle  and  Hay  Market 
Farnngdon  Market 
Leadenhall  Market    - 
Billingsgate  Market 


Receipts. 


£       8.  d. 

4,268     5  0 

8,945     9  10 

1,106  17  11 

2,762  17  7 

4,282     3  3 


21,364  13     7 


Expenditure. 


£  8.  d. 

1,063  8  4 

2,519  0  8 

1,059  9  2 

892  6  4 

2,936  12  9 


8,470  17     3 


Surplus. 


£        8.  d. 

3,204  16  8 

6,426     9  2 

46     8  9 

1,870  11  S 

1,345  10  6 


12,893  16     4 


MARKETS— 3  yeabs'  avbeage— 1884-6. 


Receipts. 


1.  London  Central  Meat,  &c.  Market 

2.  London  Central  Fish  and  General  Markets 

3.  Farringdon  Mark«t  -  -  - 

4.  Smithfield  Hay  Market 

5.  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market 

6.  Leadenhall  Market  .  -  - 

7.  Billingsgate  Market  -  -  -  - 

♦  Less  5,850/.  estimated  annual  value  cf  site  of 
old  market  and  City  property  thrown  in  at  the 
recent  extension. 

8.  Foreign  Cattle  Market     -  -  -  - 


£        s.  d. 

82,952     0  11 

6,006  16  0 

2,099     2  8 

194  11  5 

32.471  15  5 
7,767  12  8 

27.472  19  0 


158,964  17     8 


Expenditure. 


Deficiency. 


£        8.    d. 


Average  Annual 


Surplus. 


£  5.  d. 

69,181  8  7 

17,244  6  4 

1,302  7  2 

64  3  4 

38,439  19  3 

6,858  3  0 

20,222  8  10 


152,762  11     6 


Surplus 


58,801     7     9  57,046     6  10 

Plus  applied  iu  dischsj-ge  of  debt  1 
(average)  j 


Surplus 


£        s.  d. 

13,820  17  4 

796  15  6 

130     8  1 

1,409     9  S 

» 1,400  10  2 


17,558     0     4 
17,205   14    2 


352     6     2 


1,755     1  :i 
19,000    0     0 


20,755     1  11 


Deficiency. 


£         8,     d. 
11,287  10     4 

5,968    8  10 


17,205  14     2 
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No.  1. 

MAEKBTS  THE  PEOPBKTY  OF  THE  CORPORATION  OP  THE  CITY  OP  LONDON. 

Retubns  to  QuestioiiB  Nos.  8  and  9  for  period  ended  Slet  December  1886. 

Question  8. — ^What  is  the  estimated  amount  of  the  capital  expenditure  which  has  been  incurred  by  the  Corporation 
in  respect  of  the  market,  inclosive  of  purchase  of  market  tolls  and  other  rights,  distinguishing,  if  possible 
what  has  been  paid  for  each  P 

QuesHon  9. — ^Whether  moneys  have  been  borrowed  in  respect  of  the  markets.    If  so— 
a.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  money  which  has  been  so  borrowed  P 
h.  What  amount  is  now  outstanding  in  respect  of  the  loans  P 
e.   What  are  the  dates,  periods  for  repayment,  and  terms  of  repayment  of  each  of  the  seTeral  loans  now 

outstandmg  P 
d.  Whether  it  is  thought  probable  that  any,  and  what  further,  loans  will  shortly  be  required. 


Mr,  Benjavf.v 
Scott. 

6  Dec.  iSHT. 


8. 

(»a.) 

(9c.) 

(96.) 

{9c,) 

(9d.) 

— 

Bsti- 

mated 

Capital* 

Bxpendi- 

ture. 

Amounts 
Borrowed. 

Dates 
of  On- 

Amounts 
Outstanding. 

Periods 

forRe- 

piyr. 

ment. 

Bates 
of  In- 
terest 

Terms  of  Repayment. 

Further 

Loans 

required. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

& 

£ 

420,000 

200.000 
85,000 

1863-4 

1867 
1868 

r 

307,000 
44,600 

1664M)0 
86,000 

1888 
1887 
1894 
1887 

' 

LOHDOH  CSHTBAL  MAJULBTS.^ 

vis.,  the  Meat.  Poultry,  and  \ 
Prcmdon  Markets    -          0 

1,294^000 

uffifm- 

370.000 

1869 

264,300 

1888 

•3**»/o 

1.294,000^ 

172,000 

1873 

106,700 

1891 

110,000 

1876 

172.000 

1887 

*E«timated  Talne  of  so  mooh^ 

Repayable,  when  and 

of  the  site  of  Smithfleld  ( 

90,000 

26,000 

1877 

60.000 

1888 

so  far  as  circum- 

as is  absorbed  in  the  saidC 

stances  shall   per- 

Markets     -         -          •) 

. 

25,000 

1878 

108.700 

1802 

- 

mit,    out    of     the 
rents,  tolls,  Ac  of 
the  Central    Mar- 
J-    kets,  the   site   of 
Farringdon     Mar- 

Total      • 

1,884,000 

-      . 

1,300 

1892 

3  7o 

ket,    and     contin- 

gently, the  general 

116.000 

1876 

estates     and     re- 
venues of  tho  Cor- 

16.000 

1878 

r 

39,000 

1887 

"^ 

poration. 

LONDOH  CR5TBAL  FiBH  and^ 

Gbkbrat.  Maskbts   (later. 

380,000 

80.000 

1879 

20.000 

1892 

Pruit,Vcgetable,  and  Flower  f 
Market)         •          -         0 

380,000 

79.000 

1880 

380/)00- 

116,000 

1893 

70,000 

1881 

70,000 

1894 

'31 7o 

and 

20,000 

1882 

. 

136,000 

1896 

( 

Further   sums 

Nbw  Cbbtbjll  Fish  Mabkbt 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

1886 

10,000 

10,000 

1896 

c 

>■■■■{ 

Raised     under     the 

must         bo 
raised;  limit 
40/K)0;. 

f  IBEIlfOVOV  MlBKBT 

160,000 

160.000 

Nil. 

{ 

"Fleet  Market  Re- 
moval  Act,  1824"— 
long  since  paid  off. 

SXITHflBLD  MABKBT 

NiL 

Nil. 

NIL 

400,000 

1852-5 

50,000 
30,000 
81,000 
88.900 

1892 
1898-^ 
1887 
1888 

8f7o1 

iRepayable,  when  and 
so  fbr  as    circum- 
stances shaU  permit, 
out  of    the    rents, 
tolls,  Ac  of  the  mar- 
ket, and   the  ulti- 
mate surplus  of  the 
Foreign  Cattle  Mar- 
ket, and  contingent 
on  their  insufficiency 
the  general  estates 

20,000 

1802  ^ 

3*7o    ' 

63.100 

1804 

nnm 

and  reivenues  of  the 

Mbtbopo  lit  a  n         C  attlb  \ 
Markbt  at  Islington       -i 

6W,842 

478,600- 

43,000 

1856-0 

478,600^ 
1 

24,000 
53,000 
43,000 
2,600 
16,000 

1895 

1896J 
1888"i 
1887 
1802  f. 

3iVo 

Corpoeation. 

Repayable,  when  and 
so  fsr    as   circum- 

11,000 

1898 

out  of  the  general 
revenues     of   ,  the 

6,000 

1806, 

CorporstioD. 

.    36.600 

1873-C 

1 

1,000 

1892 

SJVo- 
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BOTAL  OOliMlSSION  ON  liABKJBT  BIGHTS  AMD  TOLLS: 


Mr.  Benjamin 
Scoit, 

6  Dec.  1887. 


8. 

(9a.) 

(«..) 

(960 

(9c.) 

(9d.) 

Bsti. 
mated 
Capital* 
Expendi- 
ture. 

Amounts 
Borrowed. 

Dates 
of  On- 

Amounts 

PoHods 

for 
Bepaar- 
ment 

Bates 
of  In- 
terest 

Terms  of  Bep^yment. 

Further  Loans 
required. 

liBiDBVHALL  MASKST 

much  of  ancient  site  ma  is  C 
absorbed  in  the  New  Mar-  ( 
ket,Ao.       -          -          •) 

Total 

£ 

99,000 

61^400 

160.400 

£ 

99,000 

272.000  i 

£ 
10,000 

89.000 

20,000 
C0.000 
5^000 
87.000 
80.000 
60.000 

1880 
1881 

1874 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1878 
1872 

£ 
90.000 

268,000  . 

£ 

10,000 
40.000 
49,000 

28,800 
21J00 
06.000 
7,000 
37.000 
108.000 

1887 
1888 
1891 

1888 

1891 
1892 
1883 
1896 
1896 

8»7o- 

BepajablCb  when  and 
so  far  as  circum- 
stances shall  permit, 
out  of  the  revenues 
of  the  market  and. 

ffeneral  estates  and 
revenues     of     the 
Corporation. 

BepMrable,when  and 
so  far  as    droum- 
stances  shall  permit, 
out  of  the  revenues 
<  of  the  market,  and, 
oontiocently.      the 
general  estates  and 
revenues     of     the 
Corporation. 

BlLUVOMATB  MABKST 

•Estimated  value  of  old  silo 
and  additions  of  ooi^porate 
property 

-1  ao2,ooo 

Total 

446.2C0 

*  The  values  of  sites  in  the  above  return  have  been  estimated  by  the  Acting  City  Architect. 


Chamber  of  London,  GuildhalL 
6th  December  1887. 


fiENJAMm  SOOTT, 

Chamberlain. 


No.  2. 

MAEKET  or  WHICH  THE  COEPOBATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  LONDON  IS  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHOBITY. 


Betubn  to  QaeetionB  Nos.  8  and  9. 


8. 

(9a.) 

(9c.) 

(96.) 

(9c.) 

(W.) 

Esti- 

mated 

Capital 

Bqiendi* 

tare. 

Amounts 
Borrowed. 

Dates 
ofOri- 

Amounta 
Oatrtanding. 

Periods 
tbr 

ment. 

Bates 
Of  In. 
terest. 

Further  Jioans  lequired. 

FoEBioir  Cattlb^ 
Mabxbt        at> 

£ 
861,600 

£ 
361,600 

£ 

aoooo 

20,000 
26.000 
26,000 
1,600 
26,000 
26,000 
20.000 

1870 
1871 
1872 
1874 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1883 
1886 

£ 
196,600< 

£ 

26,600 
26g000 
28,000 
26,000 
26A)0 
25^000 
26g000 
20.000 

1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1882 
1893 
1896 

84% 

the  annual  surplus 
rerenues     of     the 

•  market,  and,  contin- 
gently, the  general 
estates  and  revenues 

LoftheCorporatioii. 

Further  monies  must  be 
raised,  probably  :- 

In  1887      •    18,000 
In  1888      .    12,000 

£30.000 

Chamber  of  London, 
6th  December  1^. 


Benjamin  Soott, 
Chamberlain. 
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No.  8. 

Bbtubn  to  QQestions  Nos.  10  and  11. 

Question  10. — What  has  been  the  average  annual  expenditure  during  the  three  years  ended  25th  March  1887,  or 
to  the  latest  date  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up,  out  of  revenue,  or  rates,  or  other  sources  in  respect  of  the 
market — 

a.  For  principal  and  interest  of  loans,  or  for  sinkiujB^  fund  for  repayment  of  loans  P 

b.  For  officers  of  the  markets,  and  care  and  supervision  of  the  market  P 

c.  For  repairs  P 

d.  For  removal  of  reta^  and  cleansing  P 

e.  For  other  purposes,  specifying  them  P 

QueBti&n  11. — ^What  has  been  the  aventf^  amount  of  the  gross  receipts  from  the  market  during  the  three  years 
ended  25th  March  1887,  or  to  the  latest  date  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up,  specifying  the  amounts  respec- 
tively received  from — 

a.  Tolls, 

h.  Rents, 

6.  Stallages, 

d.  Other  receipts,  giving  the  particulars  P 

LONDON  CBNTEAL  MBAT,  POULTRY   AND  PROVISION  MARKETS. 
AvBBAGS  AirvuAL  Gboss  Rbcbxfts  and  ExPBKSirinKS  during  three  years  ended  81st  December  1886. 


Ebcbipts. 

FiXPBIIDITlTKE. 

£        8.     d. 

£       s.    d. 

a. 

TolU 

26,496  12     4 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  vi».  :— 

b. 

Bents  of  market  premises      - 

56,176    0    9 

Interest        ... 

45,283  10    0 

c. 

Stallages    -            -            -            - 

Nil 

b. 

Officers  of  markets,  &c.            -        - 

7,724     7    4 

d. 

Other  receipts,  vi*.  :— 

c. 

Repairs              ... 

4,825     0  10 

Reimbursements — water  - 

53  15    0 

d. 

Removal  of  ref  ase,  cleansing,  &c.     - 

1,810  15     6 

Rent  of  hoarding 

206    5     0 

e. 

Other  purposes,  vi«.  :— 

Sondries  (sale  of  badges,  &c.)- 

20     7  10 

Taxed  costs,  repurchase  of  premises 
Rates  and  taxes  -               -       - 
Gas              -               -               . 
Advertising          -               -        - 
Printing  and  stationery    - 

92  12     8 

8,168     3     9 

826     7     7 

67  19     7 

236  14     3 

Lead,  oil,  glass,  brooms,  &c. 
Sundries  (badges,  &c.)    - 

502     7  11 
93     4     2 

83,952     0  11 

69,131     3     7 

LONDON  CENTRAL  PISH  AND  GENERAL  MARKETS. 


Rkobipts. 

EZPBNDITUBB. 

£     s.    d. 

£        8.     d. 

a. 

ToUs 

272     9  10 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  vis. : — 

b. 

Rents,  market  shops  and  standings 

2,743  19    2 

Interest 

13,338  15    0 

Do.,    outside  shops 

2,386  14     4 

b. 

Officers  of  markets,  &c. 

1,221     1  •  7 

Do.,    substructure      - 

600    0    0 

c. 

Repairs 

1,124     2  11 

c. 

Stallages   .            -           .            - 

Nil. 

d. 

Removal  of  refuse,  cleansing,  &c.     - 

177     3     4 

d. 

Other  receipts,  vi».  :— 

e. 

Other  purposes,  vis. : — 

Casual  receipt         .        .        - 

3  12     8 

Rates,  taxes,  &c         -        -        - 
Gas  and  coals  -           - 
Printing,  stationery,  and  disburse- 
ments      •        -               -        - 
Ironmongery,  brooms,  ^.  • 
Sundries 

584     2     9 
462  19     2 

197     2     1 
48  12     3 
90     7     3 

6,006  16     0 

17,244     6     4 

Mr,  Bet^amin 
Scoit, 

6  Dec.  1887. 


FARRINGDON  MARKET. 


RscBirTS. 

ExPBNBlTnBX. 

£    s.     d. 

£      8.      d. 

a. 

Tolls         .... 

524  15    8 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans 

m. 

b. 

Rents  of  mariiet  shops,  stands,  and 

b. 

Officers  of  markets,  &c. 

597  15    0 

Taults             -            - 

1,574    7    0 

e. 

Repairs,  &c. 

68  13    9 

c. 

Stallages   -           -            .           - 

Nil. 

d. 

RemoTal  of  refuse  and  cleansing,  &c. 

110  14    3 

d. 

Other  receipts    -            - 

m. 

e. 

Other  purposes,  viz.:— 

Rates  and  taxes,  &c.      - 
Gas            -               -               - 
Printing  and  stationery 
Sundries         -               -            - 

471   11     8 

40     0     0 

10  14     1 

2  18     5 

2,099     2     8 

1,302     7     2 

U     55780. 
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BOYAL   COMMISSION  ON   MABKET   BIGHTS  AND   TOLLS: 


Mr,  Befifamin 
Scott, 

6  Dec.  1887. 


SMITHPIELD  HAY  MARKET. 


Recbipts. 

EXFENBITITBB. 

£     s,     d. 

£       8.      d. 

a. 

Tolls 

_ 

194  11     5 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans 

Nil 

h. 

Rent* 

- 

Nil. 

b. 

Officers  of  market,  &c. 

56     7    ^ 

c. 

Stallages   - 

- 

Nil. 

c. 

Repairs,  &c.           -            - 

Nil. 

d. 

Other  receipts 

NU. 

] 

d. 

e. 

RemoTal  of  refuse  and  cleansing 
Other  purposes,  vix. : — 

Rates,  &c.      - 

Printing  and  stationery 

Nil. 

8  18    4 
8  17     8 

194  11     5 

64    3    4 

MKTROPOLITAlSr 

CATTLE  MARKET. 

Recbipts. 

ESPBMDITITRE. 

£         8, 

d. 

£          8,     d. 

a. 

Tolls  and  dues 

- 

9,862  13 

9 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  vis. : 

b. 

Rents    of    taverns,    banks, 

and 

— Interest      -               .               - 

16,842     3    4 

slaughterhouses   - 

- 

7,066     4 

9 

b. 

Officers  of  market,  &c. 

3,726  17     8 

c. 

Stallages  (cattle  lairs) 

- 

12,737  19 

8 

c. 

Repairs - 

3,131     4     7 

d. 

Other  receipts,  viz. : — 

d. 

Removal  of  refuse,  cleansing,  &c.      - 

2,591   18  11 

Tenants,  gas     - 

- 

507     1 

6 

e. 

Other  purposes,  via. : — 

„      water 

- 

191   14 

1 

Hay,  straw,  &c.  for  use  in  lairs    - 

7,464  17     4 

Slaughtering  accommodation    - 

29     5 

7 

Rates,  taxes,  &c. 

2,540  14     4 

Sale  of  manure 

" 

151     8 

5 

Gas      -                ... 

1,119     8     5 

Sundries,     sale     of      drover's 

Printing,  stationery,  and  disburse- 

badges, &c. 

- 

102  10 

10 

ments  -                ... 
Carbolic      acid,     medicme      for 
horses,  brooms,  hose,  &c. 

195  11   11 

30,648  18 

7 

808  11     1 

Rents—  Dwellings      for 
labouring  poor 

the 

1.822  16 

10 

37,916     2     7 

Dwellings  for  the  labouring  poor, 

Famngdon  Road,  expenses     - 

528  16     8 

32,471  15 

5 

38,439  19     8 

LBADENHALL  MARKET. 


Reoeipts. 

EXPENDITUBB. 

a. 
h, 
c. 
d. 

ToUs          -            .            .            - 

Rents  of  market  premises  - 

Stallages 

Other  receipts  -        -            -        - 

£           8, 

m. 

7,767  12 
Nil. 
Nil. 

d, 
3 

a. 

6. 
c, 
d. 
e. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  vis. : 
— Interest  -  -  - 
Officers  of  market,  &c.  -  - 
Repairs  ... 
Reinoval  of  refuse^  cleansing,  &c.  - 
Other  purposes,  vi«. :  — 

Rates  and  taxes,  &o.  ... 

Gas-               -                -            . 

Printing  and  stationery  - 

Sundries       -               -               . 

£     8,     d, 

8,552    8  11 
886  15     8 
660  11     1 
267  10    7 

1,151  18     8 

808  18     2 

81     0     2 

49     4     9 

7,767  12 

3 

6,358     3     0 

BTT.T.TNGRGATE    MARKET. 

Receipts. 

EXPBNDITUBB. 

£           8, 

d. 

£        8.    d. 

a. 

Tolls            -            .            -         . 

5,490     8 

3 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  vix.  :— 

b&c. 

Stallages,  rents,  market  premises, 

Interest            -            .*            - 

9,405     6     8 

standings,  and  taverns      - 

♦21,840     4 

5 

b. 

Officers  of  market,  &c.    -        - 

2,835     9  11 

d. 

Other  receipts,  viz. : — 

c. 

Repairs  (including  works  on    riyer 
front)        -            -            -            - 

Land  tax — tenants 

ae    3 

0 

3,042     7  11 

Water             do. 

86     3 

4 

d, 

e. 

Removal  of  refuse,  cleansing,  &c.     - 
Other  receipts,  viz. : — 

Rates,  taxes,  &c. 

Gas  and  coal        ... 

Printing  and  stationery 

Oilman*s  goods,  timber,  brushes, 
&c.   - 

Rent   for   accommodation    on 
river           ... 

Sundries 

Law  expenses        -         .         - 

588  19     9 

1,896  10  11 

1,538     1     2 

148     8     4 

470  )6  11 

60    0    M 

89  17  10 

201   15     5 

27,472  19 

0 

20,222     8  10 

*  It  has  been  decided  by  the  Corporation  that  5,850/.  of  the  abov^  rents,  &c.  is  the  annual  value  of  the  old  site  and  of  City 
property  thrown  into  the  market  on  Its  recent  enlargement. 
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No.    4. 

Ma£K£t  of  which  the  Oorporation  of  the  Orrr  of  London  is  the  Local  Authority. 

Bbturm  to  Questions  Nob,  10  and  IL 

FOREIGN  CATTLE  MARKET. 

Average  Annual  Gross  Receipts  and  Expenditure  daring  three  years  ended  31st  December  1886. 


Receipts. 

EXPENDITUns. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

*.    d. 

a. 

Tolls        /'*'•■  '^»^"«*''  '"'"«!,' 
Rents  for  slaughteAouses 

a. 

Principal  and  interest  on  loans,  viz.  :— 
Principal — repayment  of  loans    - 

19,000 

0     0 

c. 

47,528 

5 

6 

Interest             -              -            - 

7,601 

16     8 

6. 

5,515 

18 

10 

6. 

Officers  of  market,  &c. 

5,049 

0  11 

d. 

Other  receipts,  yiz.  : — 

c. 

Repairs             -            -            -        - 

4,384 

8  11 

Cbaiges  for   transhipment  of 

d. 

Removal  of  refuse,  cleansing,  &c. 

6,471 

0     9 

cattle 

4,061 

11 

4 

e. 

Other  purposes,  viz. : — 

Slaughtering,  8cc.  charges 

129 

0 

8 

Drovers              -             .            - 

1,691 

12     9 

Sale  of  manure 

750 

6 

8 

Rates,    taxes,  rentcharges,    and 

Tenants  for  gas 

539 

0 

10 

insurance           -            -          - 

7,323 

18     5 

Income  tax  retained  on  interest 

Gas  and  coal            -        - 

2,580 

6     7 

on  loans            -           -        - 

200 

9 

2 

Printing,     stationery,    and     ad- 

Sundries           -            -           - 

76 

14 

9 

vertising            .            -           - 
Expenses    of     transhipment    of 

cattle 
Law  expenses             .        -         . 

205 

2,250 

438 

16     6 

7     1 
13     4 

Sundries            -            - 

99 

3  11 

58,801 

7 

9 

67,046 

5  10 

Chamber  of  London, 
6th  December  1887. 


Benjamin  Scott, 

Chamberlain. 


Atr,  Beiiamin 
ScoiL 

6  Dec.  1887. 


Mr.  Robert  Edward  Drummond  examined. 


596.  {Chairman.)  I  believe  you  are  the  Secretary 
of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Trade  Association  of  London  ? 
—Yes. 

597.  And  we  understand  that  your  object  in  coming 
here  to  tender  evidence  is  to  obtain  a  reduction  iu 
the  market  tolls  levied  on  animals  landed  at  the 
Foreign  Animals  Wharf  at  Deptford  ? — ^That  is  so. 

598.  Can  you. tell  us  what  are  the  tolls  at  present 
charged  on  animals  so  landed? — Yes  ;  on  beasts  it  is 
Ss,  per  head ;  on  calves,  2$.  per  head ;  on  sheep,  9(/. ; 
and  on  swine,  \s. 

.  599.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  animals  landed 
at  Deptford  each  year  since  the  establishment  of  the 
market  ? — Yes.  We  commenced  in  1872,  and  in  that 
year  there  were  38,426  beasts,  (iu  the  word  "  beasts  " 
I  would  include  calves,  because  they  are  not  sepa- 
rated); 122,601  sheep,  and  173  swine.  In  1873 
there  were  7,090  beasts,  2,339  sheep,  and  394  swine. 
In  1874  there  were  7,175  beasts,  114  sheep  only,  and 
16,955  swine.  In  1875  there  were  29,255  beasts, 
86,496  sheep,  and  21,470  swine.  In  1876  there  were 
21,860  beasts,  38,714  sheep,  and  12,573  swine.  In 
1877  there  were  67,817  beasts,  697,714  sheep,  and 
10,051  swine.  In  1878  there  were  60,675  beasts, 
699,91 1  sheep,  and  25,575  swine.  In  1879  there  were 
81,445  beasts,  662,197  sheep,  and  18,949  swine.  In 
1880  there  were  12Gf,196  beasts;  658,899  sheep,  and 
23,864  swine,  In  1881  there  were  108,409  beasts, 
678,909  sheep,  and  8,579  swine.  In  1882  there  were 
128,676  beasts,  783,449  sheep,  and  11,694  swine.  In 
1883  there  were  126,510  beasts,  734,911  sheep,  and 
27,790  swine.  In  1884  there  were  122,982  beasts, 
653,132  sheep,  and  20,858  swine.  In  1885  there 
were  107,810  beasts,  572,571  sheep,  and  14,514  swine. 
In  1886  there  were  86,969  beasts,  707,531  sheep,  and 
17,284  swine.     That  is  the  last  return  I  have. 

600.  The  largest  increase  I  observe  is  in  the  number 
of  sheep  ? — Yes.  There  has  been  a  gradual  increase 
in  the  number  of  beasts  since  1879,  except  last  year 
and  the  year  before,  when  they  fell  off  a  little. 

601.  Do  you  think  in  consequence  of  this  great 
increase  that  the  charges  which  were  fixed  on  the 
opening  of  the  Deptford  Market  ought  now  to  be 
reduced  ? — Yes,  we  ieel  that  very  strongly. 


602.  Can  you  compare  the  Deptford  charges  with 
those  at  the  Islington  Cattle  Market  ? — Yes.  The 
Islington  charges  on  beasts  are  6d.  per  head,  on  calves 
3 J.,  on  swine  \\d,j  and  on  sheep  also  1  \d.  That  is  the 
market  charge;  but  if  the  beasts  or  any  of  the 
animals  are  not  sold  and  it  is  necessary,  or  owners 
think  proper  to  make  use  of  the  market  lairage,  there 
is  an  additional  charge.  That  additional  charge  is,  for 
beasts  3</.,  for  calves  3c?.,  for  swine  Ic?.,  and  for  sheep 
6d,  per  score. 

603.  {Mr,  Little,)  Is  that  for  each  day  ?— For  each 
24  hours;  that  is  assuming  that  the  animals  are  not 
sold  and  that  they  want  to  keep  them  over  until  the 
next  market,  they  go  into  the  lairs  and  the  Corpora- 
tion make  that  charge. 

604.  The  charge  in  the  Deptford  Market  includes 
lairage,  does  it  not  ? — It  includes  lairage. 

605.  For  how  long  a  period  ? — For  ten  days. 

606.  {Chairman,)  Then  I  infer  that  it  is  not  fair  to 
compare  the  Deptford  and  the  Islington  charges  with- 
out that  explanarion  ? — Quite  so. 

607.  Is  not  a  good  deal  more  done  for  the  importer 
at  Deptford  than  at  Islington  ? — Only  in  the  case  of 
the  ten  days  lairage ;  nothing  more  whatever. 

608.  {Mr.  Charrington,)  Is  there  not  the  cost  of 
landing  the  animals  out  of  the  vessels  at  Deptford, 
whereas  at  Islington  they  would  be  driven  into  the 
market? — No;  the  expen.se  of  landing  the  animals  from 
the  vessel  is  paid  by  the  shipowners.  The  corporation 
incur  no  expense,  and  take  no  charge  of  the  animals 
until  they  are  on  their  own  premises.  Any  cost  of 
landing  is  paid  by  the  importer,  or  by  the  steam-ship 
owner. 

609.  {Chairman,)  Are  the  Deptford  charges  in 
excess  of  those  imposed  at  other  ports  for  similar 
accommodation  ? — Yes,  they  are  very  much  in  excess 
of  those  of  any  other  port  in  the  Kingdom  ;  but  it  is 
rather  difficult  to  give  a  direct  answer  to  that  question 
without  some  little  explanation,  and  if  your  lordship 
would  allow  me,  I  should  like  to  explain,  because  the 
tolls  are  not  levied  upon  the  same  basis.  For  the 
purpose  of  explanation,  I  should  like  to  compare 
Deptford  with  Liverpool  for  beasts,  and  with  Hull  for 
sheep ;  and  I  select  those  two  ports  because  Liverpool, 
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Mu  Bobert     next  to  LondoDy  has  the  largest  importation  of  beasts 

Edward       in  the  kingdom  from  scheduled  countries,  and  Hull 

Drummtrnd,     ^gj^^  to  London  has  the  largest  importation  of  sheep 

6  DecTss?     ^^^^  scheduled   countries.      I   have    said  that    the 

'        *    Deptford  charges  on  beasts  are  5*,,  which  does  not 

(and  this  is  an  important  consideration  from  our 
point  of  view)  include  the  use  of  a  slaughter-house. 
The  Liverpool  charge'  for  beasts  is  As,  6d.^  which  does 
include  the  use  of  a  slaughter-house,  ^ow  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  charge  at  Deptford  for  the  use  of 
a  slaughter-house  when  their  common  slaughter-house 
is  required  by  butchers  is  2s.  per  head.  So  that  in 
order  to  compare  these  rates  firom  our  point  of  view 
it  is  necessary  to  deduct  the  CJorporation's  charge  of 
2s.  per  head  from  the  Liverpool  charge  of  ^s.  6d.j 
which  ^  would  leave  2s.  6d.^  as  the  Liverpool  charge 
for  precisely  the  same  accommodation  that  Deptford 
provides  at  5s,  With  reference  to  sheep,  the  charge 
at  Uull  has  recently  been  consolidated  and  made  Q\d.^ 
which  includes  the  use  of  slaughter-house.  The  Deptford 
charge,  exclusive  of  the  use  of  the  slaughter-house  is 
9d.  Their  charge  for  the  use  of  a  slaughter-house  in 
addition  is  Ad.  If  we  take  the  4ef.  from  the  Hull 
charge  of  6\d.^  we  have  at  Hull  2^d.  for  precisely  the 
same  accommodation  as  is  provided  at  Deptford 
for  9d. 

611X  Do  the  corporation  obtain  any  further  revenue 
from  the  Deptford  Market  beyond  the  tolls  that  you 
have  mentioned? — ^Yes,  they  obtain  a  considerable 
revenue  from  the  letting  of  slaughter-houses,  stables, 
and  other  buildings  associat^^d  with  the  market  at 
yearly  rentals. 

611.  Where  does  the  meat  principally  go  to  on 
leaving  Deptford  ? — Nearly  the  whole  of  it  goes  to  the 
Centru  Meat  Market  at  Smithfield. 

612.  And  there  we  understand  that  the  Corporation 
levies  a  further  toll  upon  it  ? — They  levy  a  further 
toll  upon  all  meat  entering  the  market  in  addition  to 
which  they  again  charge  heavy  rentals  for  their 
shops. 

613.  So  that  meat  going  into  that  market  would 
pay  twice  over  ? — It  pays  a  second  toll,  and  it  also 
pays  practically  another  rental  on  entering  that 
market. 

614.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  by  the  association 
which  you  represent  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the 
charges  at  Deptford  ? — Yes  ;  we  have  mace  repeated 
representations  to  the  Corporation  of  the  excessiveness 
of  their  tolls,  and  we  have  been  before  them  by 
deputation ;  but  unfortunately  we  have  hitherto  been 
unable  to  obtain  any  redress. 

615.  Perhaps  you  can  tell  us  whether  to  your 
knowledge  corporations  at  other  ports  than  London 

I  derive  a  second  toll  from  meat  by  its  being  sent  to  a 

wholesale  meat  market  ? — No ;  they  do  not.  The 
custom  that  obtains  in  other  places  is  that  the 
animals  are  killed,  as  they  are  bound  to  be  by  the 
Orders  in  Council,  at  the  place  of  landing;  but  the 
wholesale  butchers  come  to  the  place  of  limding  and 
buy  their  carcases  there,  and  take  them  from  the 
landing-place  direct  to  their  own  shops ;  so  that  the 
second  toll  which  the  Corporation  of  London  obtain 
is  not  obtained  by  other  corporations  at  other 
ports. 

616.  I  presume  that  there  would  be  nothing  to 
prevent  any  butcher  in  London  from  doing  the  same 
thing  if  he  thought  lit  ? — No,  there  would  not  be  any- 
thing to  prevent  it,  only  that  the  custom  of  the  trade, 
I  think  would  make  it  almost  impracticable.  It  is  not 
impossible,  but  it  is  to  a  large  extent  impracticable. 

617.  (Mr.  Little.)  But  the  foreign  cattle  are  just 
in  the  same  position  as  the  home  cattle  in  respect  of 
the  second  toll,  are  they  not  ?  Supposing  that  a 
wholesale  butcher  buys  cattle  in  the  Islington  Market, 
and  takes  the  meat  to  the  Meat  Market,  he  pays  a 
second  toll  ? — ^Precisely  the  same  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned; but  the  tolls  in  the  Islington  Market  and 
those  in  the  Deptford  Market  are  of  course  very 
diffei-ent 

618.  {Chairman.)  Do  you  consider  the  tolls  imposed 
at  Deptford  to  be  a  direct  tax  upon  the  consumer  of 


meat  in  London  ?— I  do,  because  I  think  that  if  we 
could  get  those  tolls  substantially  reduced,  the  con- 
sumer would  reap  benefit. 

619.  Do  you  think  that  the  tolls  are  so  high  that  a 
moderate  reduction  of  them  would  have  any  consider- 
able effect  in  increasing  the  consumption  ?-- 1  think 
that  a  substantial  reduction  would  have  a  very 
material  effect  in  increasing  the  importation.  Any 
reasonable  reduction  at  all  must  necessarily  have  some 
effect  in  increasing  the  importation.  We  hold  that 
there  is  room  for  a  very  substantial  reduction  on  the 
present  tolls. 

620.  We  understand  that  the  Privy  Council  have 
power  to  compel  a  reduction  of  the  tolls  ? — That  is 
SO;  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act, 
they  have  that  power. 

621.  Are  you  in  a  position  to  tell  us  whether  the 
Deptford  Market  accounts  show  any  considerable 
profit  after  providing  for  the  working  expenses  and 
for  interest  on  outlay  ? — Yes  ;  last  year,  I  believe, 
that  after  pavinf^  the  working  expenses,  and  the 
interest  upon  their  capital  outlay,  the  Deptford 
Market  showed  a  profit  of  something  very  nearly 
approaching  23,000/.  Their  revenue  for  the  year 
was  58,000/.,  and  they  show  a  profit  of  23,000/. 
That  is  a  very  large  profit  upon  the  revenue. 

622.  But  are  you  sure  that  all  the  expenses 
incurred  in  providing  the  Deptford  Market  are  allowed 
for  in  that  statement  of  accounts  ? — I  believe  their 
accounts  show  that;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
otherwise. 

623.  You  believe  that  after  providing  for  interest 
upon  capita]  laid  out  there  is  a  net  profit  of  23,000/. 
last  year  ? — Yes.  Our  view  is  that  these  rates  should 
be  levied  in  such  manner  as  to  provide  for  the 
working  expenses,  and  for  the  interest  upon  capital 
outlay,  and  to  provide  a  small  sinking  fund  to  pay  off 
gradually,  but  only  gradually,  the  capital  which  has 
been  expended.  We  feel  that  the  Corporation  as  a 
corporate  body  acting  for  the  public,  have  no  right  to 
make  this  large  profit  out  of  the  Deptford  Market, 

624.  You  do  not  take  into  account  the  question  of 
whether  they  are  losing  by  their  markets,  which,  in 
the  interest  of  the  public,  they  have  set  up  ? — ^No,  I 
am  not  here  to  do  that ;  but  we  feel  that  if  they  are 
losing  by  the  Islington  Market,  the  animals  that  go 
there  should  make  up  that  loss.  The  Islington 
Market  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to  English 
animals,  and  we  feel  that  if  they  are  losing  at 
Islington^  and  making  Deptford  pay  for  it,  it  is 
unfair  to  the  foreign  importer,  especially  as  the 
Deptford  rates  are  so  very  excessive  as  compared 
with  the  Islington  rates.  If  there  was  any  similarity 
in  the  rates  we  should  not  have  that  strong  objection. 

625.  What  do  you  suggest  should  be  done  with  the 
surplus? — We  think  that  it  is  only  reasonable  and 
right  that  it  should  go  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
tolls.  The  foreign  trade,  especially  in  the  case  of 
sheep,  is  carried  on  at  very  little  profit.  When  there 
is  any  profit  at  all,  the  margin  is  so  very  small  that 
any  reasonable  reduction  in  the  toll?*  would  benefit 
the  consumers,  in  the  sense  that  we  think  that  it 
would  increase  the  impoitation  of  animals. 

626.  I  presume  that  you  have  no  wish  to  place  the 
importer  of  foreign  cattle  at  an  advantage  as  compared 
with  the  home  producer  ? — Not  at  all. 

627.  You  wish  them  simply  to  l>e  on  an  equality  ? 
— On  something  like  an  equality.  We  think  that 
the  tolls  are  so  very  different  that  the  foreign  iro- 
portej  is  not  receiving  a  fair  consideration,  and  that 
he  is  not  receiving  a  fair  consideration  so  far  as 
London  is  concerned  as  compared  witb  the  other 
ports  of  the  Kingdom.  The  tolls  of  the  Deptford 
Market  are  far  more  excessive  than  those  of  any 
other  port  in  the  Kingdom,  and  yet  they  get  by  fii* 
the  largest  number  of  animals. 

628.  {Mr.  Little.)  And  a  continually  increasii^ 
fcupply? — Yes.  For  instance,  Liverpool,  which  is 
the  next  largest  importing  port,  does  not  have  half 
so  many  beasts  as  Deptford  ;  and  Hull,  which  is  the 
largest  importing  port  of  sheep,  does  not  have  one- 
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tenth  of  the  number  of  sheep  that  Deptford  has ; 
and  we  hold  that  there  is  a  margin  for  a  very  sub- 
stantial reduction. 

629.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  pi>int  to 
which  70U  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sion ? — No»  I  think  not.  I  think  I  have  stated  the 
substantial  points  of  our  case. 

680.  (Mr,  Charrington.)  Can  you  inform  us 
whether  this  profit  of  23,000/.  and  odd  which  was 
made  by  the  corporation  in  respect  of  Deptford 
Market  last  year  is  much  in  excess  of,  or  is  abibut  the 
amount  that  they  have  been  making  in  the  last  few 
years?  —  I  believe  it  is  within  reasonable  bounds 
about  the  same  amount  that  they  have  been  making 
for  several  years  past.  I  believe  that  they  have 
applied  some  of  that  profit  to  paying  off  the  capital. 
Our  argument  is  that  they  had  no  right  to  apply  a 
large  sum  yearly  to  pay  off  the  capital.  We  think 
that  it  should  be  done  gradually  by  some  small 
sinking  fund  or  something  of  that  sort. 

631.  Have  you  ever  heard  what  the  capital  outlay 
has  been  ? — I.  could  not  give  you  the  exact  figure.  I 
think  that  last  year  they  reduced  it  to  something  like 
130,000/.  It  has  been  considerably  more  than  that, 
I  Imow,  but  they  have  from  time  to  time  been 
reducing  their  capital. 

632.  (Chairman.)  You  do  not  object  to  a  certain 
amount  being  set  aside  for  the  reduction  of  debt  ? — 
No. 

633.  But  you  think  that  the  quantity  has  been 
excessive  ? — Yes. 

634.  (Mr.  Elton,)  It  is  usual,  I  understand,  for 
the  market  authority  to  provide  the  slaughtering 
nccommodation  direct  in  those  other  ports  of  which 
you  have  spoken? — ^They  are  bound  to  provide  it, 
but  in  London  they  let  their  slaughter-houses. 

635.  But  what  I  asked  you  was,  whether  in  the 
other  places  it  is  usual  for  the  market  authority  to 
provide  direct  slaughtering  accommodation  ? — So  far 
as  the  ports  are  concerned  (and  my  knowledge  does 
not  go  outside  the  landing  port)  that  is  so. 

636.  Therefore  this  provision  of  slaughtering  ac- 
commodation at  second  hand  through  lessees  is  in 
your  opinion  a  very  unusual  course  for  the  market 
authority  to  adopt? — No,  I  do  not  think  that;  I 
think  it  is  a  very  desirable  arrangement. 

637.  That  the  slaughter-houses  should  be  let  to  the 
lessees  ? — ^Yes. 

638.  I  gathered  that  you  thought  that  the  fact  of 
the  slaughter- houses  being  let  to  the  lessees  by  the 
market  authority  increased  the  charge  for  slaughter- 
ing ? — ^No,  I  do  not  think  you  quite  understood  what 
I  meant.  Besides  the  slaughter-houses  which  the 
Corporation  let  to  ordinary  tenants  they  have  to 
provide  a  common  slaughter-house  which  can  be 
made  use  of  by  butchers  who  have  not  their  own 
slaughter-houses  within  the  market;  and  if  the 
butchei*s  want  to  make  use  of  the  Corporation's 
common  slaughter-house,  as  I  call  it,  they  have  to 
pay  for  it  so  much  per  head  as  I  have  stated. 

639.  Paying  for  using  the  common  slaughter-house  ? 
—Yes. 

640.  Then  is  the  common  slaughter-house  sufficient 
for  the  amount  of  slaughtering  that  is  required  ? — It 
is  sufficient  for  that  which  is  required  of  it ;  but  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  slaughtering  of.  all 
the  animals  that  come  into  the  market.  They  are 
bought  by  various  butchers  and  slaughtered  at  their 
own  private  slaughter-houses  within  the  market 
limit. 

641.  The  slaughtering  charges  are  very  heavy  in 
London  as  compared  with  those  in  other  parts, 
whether  you  take  the  slaughter-houses  as  let  or  the 
use  of  the  common  slaughter-houses  ? — I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  an  excessive  J*ent  that  the  corporation 
obtain  for  the  sIaughter*bouses  that  they  let;  but 
that  sort  of  thing  does  not  obtain  at  other  ports,  and 
if  a  man  has  to  pay  2s.  per  head  for  his  bullocks  for 
the  purpose  of  using  the  Corporation  slaughter-house, 
it  is  a  very  heavy  charge  in  addition  to  the  5s,  which 
is  already  charged. 
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642.  I  presume  then  that  the  charge  is  not  much 
higher  than  the  average  that  he  pays  when  he  leases 
a  slaughter-house, — that  it  bears  some  relation  to  the 
rent  of  a  private  slaughter-house  ? — No,  I  do  not 
think  it  bears  any  relation  whatever  to  it.  I  do  not  ^  ^«c.  1887. 
know  exactly  what  a  man  pays  who  hires  a  slaughter-  — — 
house  from  the  Corporation,  but  probably  the  charge 

is  70/.  or  80/.  a  year ;  and  that  man  would  in  some 
cases  very  likely  kill  in  that  slaughter-he  use  3,000  ^r 
4,000  bullocks  m  a  year. 

643.  If  he  has  a  larger  trade  he  can  get  it  done  at 
a  very  much  cheaper  rate  ? — Yes,  because  he  hires 
his  slaughter-house  yearly. 

644.  Then  the  accumulated  charges  or  tolls,  (some 
of  them  charges  and  some  tolls)  of  which  you  spoke, 
which  the  foreign  cattle  landed  in  London  have  to 
bear,  are  the  landing  charge,  the  lairage  charge  if 
the  beasts  require  kSrage  for  ten  days,  the  slaughter- 
ing charge,  and  the  toll  at  the  Smithfield  Meat 
Market,  before  they  reach  the  consumer ;  and  there- 
fore they  ap[)ear  to  have  to  pay  more  charges  than 
ai'e  usual  in  markets  at  other  ports  ? — Yes,  that  is 
SO;  they  are  together,  very  much  in  excess  of  the 
charges  at  any  other  port  in  the  Kingdom. 

645.  And  it  is  very  often  necessary  of  course  for 
the  lairage  charge  to  be  added  ? — The  Corporation 
make  their  own  arrangeraenta  and  they  say,  "  There 
*'  is  our  place  and  those  are  our  charges,  and  for  these 
"  we  give  you  10  days'  lairage." 

646.  The  course  of  trade  requires  the'  use  of  the 
lairage  accommodation  does  it  not? — Not  to  the 
extent  of  ten  days.  Very  often  the  animals  landed 
there  in  the  morning  are  killed  the  same  night. 

647.  Do  yon  pay  the  same  for  ten  days  as  for  one 
day  ?— Yes. 

648.  (Mr,  Little.)  Would  your  Association  prefer 
that  there  should  be  a  separate  charge  for  the  landing 
and  then  for  the  lairage  at  so  much  a  day  ? — ^No ;  the 
importers  would  prefer  that  they  themselves  should 
pay  the  whole  of  the  charges  whatever  they  may  be. 

649.  But  do  they  prefer  that  the  charge  should  be 
the  same  whether  the  lairs  are  used  for  one  day  or  for 
ten  day.<  ? — Yes,  they  prefer  that. 

650.  (Mr,  Elton,)  I  understand  that  it  is  not  con- 
venient, having  regard  to  the  course  of  the  trade  for 
the  carcase  butchers  to  come  to  Deptford,  and  that 
thereiore  it  is  practically  necessary  for  them  to  go 
to  Smithfield? — The  carcase  butchers  all  come  to 
Deptford,  an  i  buy  their  animals  alive.  They  then 
take  their  carcases  to  the  Smithfield  Market  and  the 
retail  butcher  comes  to  the  Smithfield  Market  and 
buys  of  the  carcase  butcher. 

651.  There  is  no  accommodation,  is  there,  for 
freezing-houses  and  cold  chambers  at  Deptford  ?— No. 

652.  Is  that  a  subject  which  you  have  considered  ? 
— ^Yes  it  is,  and  we  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  such 
accommodation  should  be  provided.  The  Corporation 
I  believe,  have  at  this  moment  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration. But  if  it  were  provided  they  would  charge 
an  extra  toll  for  that  of  course. 

653.  Do  you  consider  that  the  position  of  the  Cor- 
poration as  Parliamentary  local  authority  over  the  ■ 
Deptford  Market  is  distinct  from  their  position  as  the 
ordinary  market  authorities  in  the  City  ?  I  understand 
you  to  object  to  tbe  Deptford  Market  and  the  other 
markets  being  thrown  into  one  account,  so  that  the 
losses  on  the  market  which  is  a  private  estate  should 
be  made  up  out  of  the  market  where  they  are  only 
the  Parliamentary  local  authority  ? — Yes,  I  do  object 
that  the  loss,  if  loss  there  be,  that  is  incurred  at  the 
Islington  Market,  (because  it  applies  only  to  the 
Islington  Market)  should  be  made  up  out  of  the 
tolls  of  the  Deptford  Market  If  the  Islington 
Market  is  making  a  loss,  our  argument  is  that  they 
should  increase  the  tolls  of  the  Islington  Market 
sufficiently  to  meet  that  loss. 

654.  The  Islington  Market  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Deptford  Market ;  it  is  held  under  another  title? 
— Quite  so ;  but  I  believe  that  the  Corporation  say : 
**  We  lose  so  much  per  year  on  the  Islington  Market, 
'^  and  we  must  recoup  ourselves  by  making  Deptford 
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"  pay  for  it"    We  object  to  that,  and  we  think  that 
it  is  not  fair. 

655.  You  would  object  to  the  Deptford  tolls  being 
used  to  recoup  any  other  city  loss  upo^i  any  other 
account  ? — I  should ;  and  I  might  add  that  we  have 
reason  to  know  that  if  the  Corporation's  monopoly 
of  Deptford  Market  were  revoked,  as  regards  the 
Corporation  or  any  other  body,  we  could  get  the  same 
accommodation  that  is  now  provided  at  Deptford, 
through  one  of  our  large  dock  companies  or  corpora- 
tions, for  less  than  half  the  rates  that  are  now  levied 
by  the  Corporation  at  Deptford. 

656.  That  of  course  is  a  matter  of  talk  or  gossip 
rather  than  of  certainty,  I  suppose  ? — No ;  I  have 
been  in  communication  with  the  dock  companies, 
and,  from  my  knowledge,  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that 
Ht  the  Privy  Council  could  be  induced  to  give  a  licence 
for  a  second  foreign  animab  wharf  for  London,  either 
one  or  the  other  of  our  large  dock  companies  would 
be  prepared  to  give  us  the  same  accommodation  that 
Deptford  is  giving  now  for  less  than  half  the  present 
rates.  I  may  mention  that  at  the  other  ports  the 
local  authority  over  those  markets  is  not  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  town,  but  it  is  the  Dock  Board.  For 
instance,  in  Liverpool  it  is  the  Mersey  Dock  Board ; 
in  Hull  it  is  the  Dock  Board;  in  Bristol  it  is  the 
Dock  Board ;  and  in  nearly  every  port  in  the  kingdom 
the  local  authority  for  the  foreign  animals  wharf  is 
not  the  corporation  of  the  town,  but  the  Dock  Board. 

657.  Is  Deptford  under  a  mayor  and  corporation  ? 
— The  Corporation  of  London  are  the  local  authority, 
and  they  have  the  entire  control ;  the  people  in  the 
market  are  their  servants,  and 'they  are  the  local 
authority  for  the  market. 

658.  But  are  they  the  local  authority  for  the  place  ? 
— Yes,  so  far  as  the  market  is  concerned,  but  not  for 
Deptford. 

659.  I  am  pointing  out  to  you  that  that  is  not  an 
example  of  the  kind  that  you  thought,  because  you 
say  that  the  corporation  of  the  places  ai*e  never  made 
the  market  authorities,  and  the  Corporation  of  London 
is  not  the  Corporation  of  Deptford  ? — No,  but  the 
Deptford  Market  is  practically  taken  out  of  Deptford 
altogether.  There  is  that  one  spot  in  Deptford,  that 
tlie  corporation  became  the  local  authority  for. 

660.  They  have  annexed  it  to  London  ? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

661.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Have  you  any 
information  about  the  profit  on  the  Dead  Meat 
Market  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

662.  Supposing  that  no  profit  is  made,  as  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  do  you  not  think  that  there  should 
be  a  sinking  fund  provided  also  there  to  pay  off  their 


debt  ?— Yes,  I  think,  generally  speaking,  it  should 
be  so.  I  do  not  take  exception  to  the  tolls  that  are 
levied  upon  meat  going  into  that  market. 

663.  But  if  you  had  to  provide  a  sinking  fund,  you 
would  have  to  increase  your  toll  at  Smithfield  ?— Yes, 

'  but  then  we  should  all  contribute  to  that  equally,  that 
is  to  say,  the  English  meat  would  contribute  towards 
it  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  foreign  meat  contri- 
butes. Wo  argue  now  that  the  foreign  live  meat  is 
altogether  over  handicapped. 

664.  But  so  far  as  the  community  is  concerned,  it 
would  be  about  as  broad  as  it  is  long,  would  it  not; 
because,  if  you  increased  the  toll  at  SmithfieW,  in 
order  to  pay  for  the  Smithfield  Market  and  diminished 
it  at  Deptford,  because  Deptford  charges  too  much, 
the  consumer  would  get  no  benefit  ?— But  my  argu- 
ment is  rather  that  instead  of  increasing  it  at  Deptford 
you  should  decrease  it  at  Deptford,  and  you  should 
increase  it  at  Islirfgton,  because  there  is  where  the 
loss  is  being  made.  Our  profit  at  Deptford  ought 
not,  from  our  point  of  view,  to  go  to  recoup  the  loss 
made  upon  the  other  market. 

665.  But  my  point  is  this :  should  not  Smithfield 
^  contribute  to  a  sinking  fund  as  well  as  Deptford,  or 

any  other  market  ?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

666.  And  if  necessary  you  would  increase  the  toll 
at  Smithfield  in  order  to  allow  of  a  sinking  fund  at 
Smithfield  ? — Yes,  if  they  are  making  any  loss ;  but 
as  I  have  always  understood,  it  is  not  so.  I  am  not 
speaking  from  figures  and  I  cannot  tell,  but  they 
levy  heavy  rents  there  in  addition  to  the  tolls. 

667.  But  they  do  not  pay  off  debts  ?— I  am  not 
prepared  to  speak  upon  that. 

668.  {Mr.  Charrington,)  Are  you  aware  that  it 
has  been  stated  to  us  that  the  Corporation  have  no 
power  to  increase  the  tolls  at  Islington,  and  that  they 
have  made  one  or  two  attempts  in  Parliament  to  get 
power  to  increase  the  tolls,  but  that  such  power  has 
been  refused  ?— That  may  be  so ;  but  I  still  think 
that  that  is  no  argument  why  the  Deptford  profit 
should  go  to  pay  off  the  Islington  deficiency. 

669.  {Chairman.)  Would  you  be  better  pleased  if 
the  Deptford  profits  went  to  pay  off  the  Deptford 
debt?— Yes,  so  that  the  Deptford  tolls  could  be 
reduced. 

670.  Ultimately  ?— Yes,  but  we  would  rather  have 
them  reduced  at  once  with  a  small  sinking  fund  to 
reduce  the  debt  gradually.  Our  argument  is,  that  the 
Deptford  tolls  should  be  kept  in  a  separate  account, 
and  that  they  should  be  only  such  jis  to  provide  for 
interest  and  working  expenses.  We  are  at  a  dis- 
advantage at  Deptford  as  compared  with  any  other 
port  in  the  Kingdom,  and  the  high  rates  are  yeriously 
detrimental  to  the  importation  of  animals  there. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


\V  inter botham. 
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671.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are 
legal  advisiT  to  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  the  free- 
holders of  Spital fields  Markot  ? — I  am. 

672.  And  you  have  come  to  give  us  some  informa- 
tion aa  to  the  history  and  present  position  of  that 
market  ?—  I  have. 

673.  I  think  we  may  assume  that  it  has  been 
carried  on  on  the  present  site  for  200  years  ? — As  far 
as  documentary  evidence  goes,  it  lias  been  carried  on 
on  the  present  site  since  the  grant  of  the  market  by 
Charles  II.  in  1682. 

674.  I  understand  from  the  statement  which  you 
have  laid  before  us  that  there  were  two  charters, 
one  in  1682  and  the  other  in  1688,  granting  the 
right  of  holding  markets  on  different  days  ? — Yes  ; 
the  earlier  grant  was  for  markets  on  Thursday  and 
Saturday,  the  later  grant  confirmed  the  market  on 
Saturday  and  gave  markets  on  Monday  and  Wednes- 
day in  lien  of  Thursday's  market ;  but  those  days 
have  not  hcon  strictly  adhered  to,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  and,  as  far  as  living  testimony 


will  take  us,  the  market  has  been  always  held  on 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays,  and  during  very 
busy  seasons  of  the  yenr  there  are  sales  on  the  otheV 
days  .IS  well. 

675.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  articles  to  be 
sold  in  the  mai'ket.^ — ^There  is  none  in  the  original 
grants. 

676.  But  we  gather  that  in  practice  the  market  has 
been  principally  used  for  the  sale  of  vegetables? — 
Vegetables,  fruit,  and  roots. 

677.  What  are  the  local  limitations  of  the  market  ? 
— The  grant  is  to  hold  a  market  "  in  or  near  to  "  or 
"  adjoining  Spital  Square,"  but  there  are  no  further 
limits,  and  it  was  decided  by  the  judges  in  the  recent 
case  that  so  long  as  it  was  adjoining  the  square  it 
might  spread  as  far  as  necessary. 

678.  Will  you  tell  us  what  the  area  of  the  market 
is? — The  freehold  ground  owned  by  the  owners  of 
the  market  is  about  two  and  three-quarter  acres, 
without  reckoning  the  soil  of  the  streets,  of  which 
probably  the  freeholders  would  claim  half. 
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679.  Does  that  include  the  houses  round  the 
market  ? — ^That  includes  the  houses  that  are  upon  the 
site. 

680.  (Mr.  Utile.)  Axe  those  dwelling-houses? — 
Mostly  shops,  but  many  houses  which  were  upon  the 
site  have  been  cleared  away  lately.  The  area  that  I 
have  given  includes  the  houses  that  are  or  that  were 
until  recently  upon  the  site. 

681.  {Chairman.)  We  gather  that  the  freehold  of 
the  square  is  divided  between  two  families,  the  Gold- 
smid  family  and  the  Scott  fiunily  ? — Thai  is  so. 

682.  (Mr.^Spencer  Charrington,)  Can  you  tell  us 
what  the  total  open  area  of  the  market  is  ? — That  is 
a  point  upon  which  the  lessee,  who,  I  believe,  is  to 
come  before  the  Commission  later  on,  will  be  able  to 
speak  more  certainly  than  I  can.  The  space  has  beeu 
largely  increased  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  by 
pulling  down  houses  upon  the  site  and  enlarging  the 
open  space.  It  was  found  that  the  area  was  somewhat 
crowded,  and  by  the  new  lease  which  was  granted 
provision  was  made  for  that  enlargement  of  the  open 
space. 

683.  {Chairman.)  A  new  lease  was  granted,  as  I 
understand,  in  1882,  to  the  present  lessee,  Mr.  Homer  ? 
— It  was  actually  granted  in   1883,  but  the  negocia-  ^ 
tions  were  commenced  in  1880  and  the  new  term  ran 
from  Michaelmas,  1882. 

684.  The  rent  from  the  date  of  the  expiration  of 
the  old  lease  in  1886  is  5,000/.  a  year  ?— Yes. 

686.  Without  going  into  details,  we  may  take  it 
that  since  the  new  lease  was  granted  there  has  been 
a  large  outlay  upon  the  market  by  the  lessee,  and  a 
considerable  improvement  of  the  market  ? — There  has 
been  a  very  large  outlay  on  the  market  by  the  lesset? ; 
65,000/.  at  the  least  was  to  be  expendtMi  by  the  lessee, 
and  he  has  covered  in  the  central  square  wiih  glass. 
I  think  he  has  an  acre  and  a  half  of  glass  there.  He 
has  cleared  the  site  of  a  great  many  houses  so  as  to 
give  more  open  space  for  the  stands  and  for  the 
waggons. 

686.  We  understand  that  within  the  last  lew  years 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation  with  regard  to 
this  market  ? — There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation 
with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  who 
attempted  to  establish  a  rival  market  at  Bishopsgate. 

687.  Will  you  tell  us  what  the  result  has  been  ? — 
The  result  of  the  litigation  has  been  to  establish, 
by  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  validity 
of  the  original  charter  and  the  title  of  the  present 
owners  to  bold  a  market  at  SpitalHelds.  The  ques- 
tion was  fought  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  whether  the  two  charters  were  valid. 
The  second  charter,  the  charter  of  James  II.,  has  been 
declared  to  bo  invalid,  but  the  earlier  charter,  that  of 
Charles  II.,  has  been  declared  to  be  in  full  force. 

688.  Will  you  state,  the  ground  upon  which  tlie 
second  charter  was  held  to  be  inv|ilid  ? — The  second 
charter  was  granted  during  the  interval  between  the 
taking  away  of  the  City  rights  by  the  Stuarts  and 
their  re  toration  by  Act  of  Parliament  after  1688.  It 
was  held  that  it  could  not  be  taken  that  the  City  had 
assented  to  the  grant  o£  that  charter,  because  it  was 
granted  at  a  time  when  their  rights  had  been  forcibly 
taken  away,  and  moreover  the  Act  which  restored 
the  City  rights  declared  void  all  grants  of  charters 
in  derogation  of  those  rights  made  by  the  Stuarts 
since  the  judgment  against  the  City. 

689.  However,  the*  market  rights  of  the  owners 
under  the  first  charter  were  upheld  ? — Yes. 

690.  I  understand  that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in 
those  rightB,  they  are  simply  those  that  generally 
belong  to  the  owner  of  a  market  ? — Yes ;  I  may  sav 
generally  they  are  the  rights  which  attach  to  all 
chartered  markets. 

691.  Was  an  attempt  made  in  the  course  of  the 
litigation  to  dispute  the  owner's  rights  on  the  ground 
that  inadequate  accommodation  h»A  been  afforded  ? — 
Yes;  that  was  pleaded  in  the  first  instance,  and 
evidence  on  the  point  was  offered  before  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  before  whom  the  case  first  came^  and  the 


point  was  also  pressed  before  the  Court  of  Appeal  and 
the  House  of  Lords. 

692.  I  gather  that  Lord  Selborne  in  his  judgment 
in  the  House  of  Lords  dealt  with  that  point  and 
declared  the  plea  that  inadequate  accommodation  was 
afforded  to  be  groundless  ? — Ho  did,  upon  the  evidence 
submitted. 

693.  We  shall  have  evidence  with  respect  to  the 
tolls  from  the  lessee  ? — He  will  be  able  to  speak  more 
certainly  as  to  the  tolls  than  I  can. 

694.  Have  you  had  any  other  litigation  ? — ^Besides 
the  litigation  with  the  Great  Eas1;em  Company  the 
lessee  has  had  some  litigation  with  regard  to  this 
market  both  with  the  local  authority  and  with  some 
adjoining  proprietors  who  were  establishing  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  rival  market.  That,  of  course, 
Mr.  Horner  will  speak  to  more  certainly,  but  I  know 
the  general  character  of  the  proceedings. 

695.  The  lessee  objected  to  another  market  being 
established  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.^ — ^Not 
precisely  the  same  sort  of  market  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Great  Eastern,  but  certain  persons  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road  sold  goods  on  commission ;  not 
only  in  a  large  warehouse,  but  from  waggons  in  the 
street,  without  paying  toll,  and  he  took  proceedings 
against  them,  and  they  were  made  to  pay  him  toll. 

696.  Was  it  the  owners  of  the  market  or  the  lessee 
who  took  proceedings  against  the  Great  Eastern  Com- 
pany to  prevent  their  establishing  a  market  at  Bishops- 
gate  ? — It  was  the  freeholders  and  the  lessee  acting 
jointly  who  took  proceedings  with  regard  to  Bishops- 
gate  Market. 

697.  We  understand  that  the  Great  Eastern  Com- 
pany proposed,  for  the  benefit  of  their  shareholders,  to 
utilise  the  site  of  their  abandoned  passenger  station 
at  Bishopsgate  by  establishing  a  market  there  ^ — That 
v/as  so. 

698.  And  thereupon  the  owners  of  Spitalfields 
Market  gave  notice  to  the  Company  that  such  a 
market  would  be  an  infringement  of  their  rights  ? — 
That  was  so. 

699.  The  works  were  nevertheless  proceeded  with  ? 
—That  was  so ;  we  gave  them  notice,  in  December 
1881,  that  such  a  market  would  be  an  infringement 
of  our  rights;  but  the  works  were  proceeded  with 
and  the  market  was  opened  in  July  1 882.  As  they 
declined  to  stop  what  they  were  doing,  proceedings 
were  commenced  against  them  in  January  1882. 

700.  Did  the  Company  take  any  steps,  besides 
proceedinjr  in  the  courts  of  law,  to  keep  their  market 
open  ? — After  the  decision  of  the  first  court  against 
them,  and  pending  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
they  went  to  Parliament  and  asked  for  parliamentary 
power?  to  keep  the  market  open. 

701.  We  understand  that  Parliament  refused  the 
application  ?  —  That  application  was  refused  ;  the 
ground  of  refusal  being  that  the  Company  had  not 
accepted  the  decision  of  the  first  court — that  they 
were  appealing  from  that  decision,  and  coming  to 
Parliament  at  the  same  time  to  reverse  the  decision. 
The  merits  were  hardly  gone  into. 

702.  {Sir  Thos,  Martineau,)  The  appeal  was 
pending.^ — Yes.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
distinctly  stated  that  the  Committee  would  not  say 
that  there  were  not  other  grounds,  besides  the  pend- 
ing litigation,  upon  which  they  might  have  refused 
the  application,  but  they  refused  it  upon  that  ground. 

703.  {Chairman,)  Upon  the  ground  that  proceed- 
ings in  the  courts  of  law  were  actually  pending  ? — 
Yes. 

704.  When  the  case  went  to  the  House  of  Lords 
the  decision  was  in  your  f avonr  ? — It  was, 

705.  A  further  action  was  brought  against  the 
Company  by  Mr.  Homer  in  regard  to  another  ma»'ket 
established  by  them  at  Stratford  ? — ^Yes. 

706.  After  the  decision  in  the  House  of  Lords  in 
your  favour,  and  pending  that  action  brought  by 
Mr.  Homer  against  the  Company,  was  an  agreement 
or  compromise  come  to  between  the  parties  ? — There 
was. 


Mr.  W.  H. 

WinterbothoiH, 

6  Dec.  18S7. 
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Mt.  W.  H.         ^^-  ^*^'  y^"  ^**^»  generally,  the  terms  of  that 
\VinterhothaM.  Compromise? — The  terms  very  shortly  were  these: 

that  the  proceedings  brought  by  Mr.  Homer,  with 

6  Dec.  1887     regard  to  Stratford  Market,  were  to  be  withdrawn  ; 

that  the  Company  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  continue  to 

keep  open  Stratford  Market ;  that  they  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  re-open  Bishopsgate  Market,  and  that  they 
were  to  pay  to  Mr.  Horner  an  annual  sum,  fixed 
according  to  the  amount  of  produce  sold  at  those 
markets. 

708.  {Mr.  LUtle.)  What  was  the  date  of  that 
agreement? — The  agreement  was  dated  June  1885. 
Perhaps  it  would  make  the  matter  clearer  if  I  gave  a 
few  dates.  The  Great  Eastern  Company  advertised 
their  Bishopsgate  Market  in  December  1881.  We 
began  the  proceedings  in  January  1882 ;  they  opened 
their  market  in  July  1882 ;  we  obtained  the  judgment 
of  the  first  court  in  January  1883 ;  they  came  to  Par- 
liament in  the  following  session  ;  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  was  in  December  1883  ;  the  market 
was  closed  in  January  1 884  ;  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  in  July  1884 ;  and  the  agreement 
viBA  come  to  in  June  1885. 

709.  {Chairman.)  To  enable  the  railway  company 
to  perform  their  part  of  the  agreemeent,  tney  had  to 
come  to  Parliament? — ^Yes,  they  had  no  power  to 
enter  into  such  an  agreement,  and  they  came  to  Par- 
liament to  get  parliamentary  sanction  to  the  agree- 
ment. 

710.  Certain  parties  objected  to  their  having  the 
power  to  enter  into  the  agreement  ? — ^Yes ;  the  West 
Ham  Corporation  and  other  persons  appeared  before 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Comuions,  and  took 
exception  to  the  agreement. 

711.  And  in  the  result  the  Committee  declined  to 
give  parliamentary  sanction  to  it  ? — That  was  so. 

712.  What  was  the  next  step  taken  by  the  Com- 
pany ? — They  struck  out  of  their  bill  the  agreement, 
and  they  altered  the  clauses  (which,  as  they  originally 
stood,  provided  that  they  should  do  what  they  pro- 
posed to  do  with  regard  to  the  markets,  subject  to 
the  terms  of  the  agreement)  in  such  a  way  that  Par- 
liament was  asked  to  give  them  absolutely  the  rights 
which  they  had  previously  agreed  to  pay  for,  without 
any  reference  to  the  owners  of  Spitalfields  Market. 

713.  If  I  understand  rightly,  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  to  the  owners  of  Spitalfields  Market  a  certain 
compensation,  in  consideration  of  which  they  were  to 
be  allowed  to  open  their  market  ? — ^Yes. 

714.  The  Committee  declined  to  sanction  the  agree- 
ment, and  thereupon  the  Company  asked  for  power  to 
upen  their  market  without  reference  to  the  agreement 
or  to  any  compensation  to  be  paid  ? — That  was  so. 

716.  On  that  occasion  were  the  owners  of  Spital- 
fields Market  present  as  opponents  ? — ^No ;  the  free- 
holders were  not  there  at  all.  Mr.  Horner  was  watch- 
ing ;  but  as  the  Company  were  simply  asking,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  confirm  an  agreement,  of  course  he 
could  not  oppose ;  he  simply  petitioned  against  altera- 
tions, I  think  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  Company  brought 
forward  their  amended  bill,  he,  of  course,  became  an 
opponent.  And  the  owners  petitioned  also.  They 
came  in  towards  the  end  of  the  inquiry. 

716.  What  was  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  bill  as  amended  ? — 
They  passed  the  bill  in  the  amended  form.  I  might 
mention  that  negociations  took  place  between  the 
parties,  before  the  bill  got  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
the  Railway  Company  agreed  to  insert  a  clause  pro- 
viding that  they  should  not  do  what  they  proposed  in 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  Spitalfields  Market 
owners  except  by  agreement ;  but  as  the  whole  of  the 
market  clauses  were  struck  out  of  the  bill  by  the 
House  of  Lords  the  matter  remains  in  statu  quo. 

717.  That  is  to  say,  the  owners  of  the  market,  by 
the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  have  the  power 
to  prohibit  the  opening  of  a  market  at  Bishopsgate  ? — 
That  is  so. 

718.  Has  any  agreement  been  entered  into  with  the 
Company  or  not  ? — The  agreement  that  was  entered 
into,  and  vvlnch  they  eamo  to  Parliament  to  simction, 


provided  that  it  should  remain  in  force  for  three  years* 
At  present,  therefore,  it  exists  as  between  the 
parties  only  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  is  not 
ultra  vires  so  &r  as  the  Company  is  concerned. 
I  may  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  have  not  opened  the  Bishopsgate  Market 
again,  though  they  have  not  closed  the  Stratford 
Market ;  but  I  believe  they  are  paying  to  Mr.  Homer, 
in  respect  of  Stratford  Market,  the  same  as  they  would 
have  been  paying  under  the  agreement  if  it  had  been 
in  force.  Stratford  Market  never  was  closed,  but  the 
Company  came  to  a  compromise  while  the  proceedings 
against  them  by  Mr.  Homer  were  pending,  they 
having,  as  I  am  informed,  been  advised  that  they 
would  be  defeated.  They  are  keeping  that  market 
open,  paying  Mr.  Homer  what  they  had  agreed  to  pay 
him  under  this  arrangement. 

719.  {Mr.  Spencer  Charrington.)  They  pay  him  a 
royalty,  in  fact? — Something  in  the  nature  of  a 
royalty. 

720.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  any  other  fact  in  con- 
nexion with  this  market  which  you  wish  to  put  before 
us  ? — I  think  not ;  any  question  as  to  the  accommo- 
dation now  afibrded  or  as  to  the  tolls  would  be 
answered  more  completely  by  Mr.  Homer.  I  have 
every  reason,  on  behalf  of  the  freeholders,  to  bo 
satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  he  has  carried  out 
his  lease  and  the  way  in  which  he  has  been  improving 
the  market.  I  believe  that  he  has  made  a  very  fine 
place  of  it,  and  that  he  is  fully  carrying  out  not  only 
the  letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  lease. 

721.  I  see  it  is  asserted  in  another  statement,  not 
foi-warded  by  you,  that  the  ground  of  the  rejection  of 
the  bill  of  last  year  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  was  that  a  Commission  had  been  appointed  to 
inciuire  into  the  whole  question  of  markets ;  do  yon 
coufimi  that  statement  ? — I  cannot  say  what  moved 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  reject  it. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  Parliament— 
in  the  House  of  Commons  more  particularly — ^with 
regard  to  it  that  may  have  influenced  their  minds, 
but  that  was  not  stated.  I  was  present  myself  and 
I  know  that  nothing  was  stated  about  it. 

722.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Have  you  heard  of 
any  complaints  being  made  on  the  part  of  the  public 
as  to  the  tolls  charged  or  the  acommodation  provided 
in  Spitalfields  Market? — No;  I  have  heard  people 
speak  generally  very  approvingly  of  Mr.  Homer's 
management.  He  has  organised  the  market,  it  having 
been  in  a  very  disorganised  state  before,  and  both 
buyers  and  sellers  are  very  anxious  to  have  a  well- 
conducted  and  well-managed  market.  He  is  not  only 
the  lessee  but  he  is  the  actual  manager,  always  on  tlie 
spot,  with  his  sons,  moming,  noon,  and  night,  and  I 
believe  both  buyers  and  sellers  speak  well  of  him. 

723.  {Mr.  Little.)  The  owners  and  the  lessee,  I 
suppose,  in  the  action  they  have  taken,  have  been 
simply  defending  their  right  of  property  ;  they  have  n 
valuable  property  in  the  market  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

724.  They  have  not,  of  course,  been  considering 
the  interests  of  the  public;  they  have  been  simply 
fighting  for  their  own  interests? — I  can  hardly  put  it 
so.  To  begin  with,  they  have  duties  to  the  public, 
and  if  they  did  not  perform  those  duties  they  would 
be  liable  to  have  their  grant  cancelled.  Further  than 
that,,  unless  the  market  is  thoroughly  well  conducted, 
and  plenty  of  accommodation  is  given,  their  tolls  will 
fall  off.  The  success  of  a  market  depends  upon  irs 
being  well  managed.  No  doubt  it  is  true  that 
Mr.  Horner  is  carrying  on  the  market  for  his  own 
benefit ;  it  is  the  same  as  every  other  private  enter- 
prise. 

725.  I  believe  the  Gkeat  Eastern  Company,  when 
they  proposed  to  establish  their  market  at  Bishopsgate, 
contended  that  there  was  great  additional  expense  in 
moving  goods  from  their  station  to  Spitalfields 
Market.,  which  would  be  avoided  if  their  market  were 
established  at  Bishopsgate? — ^Yes,  it  was  contended 
that  there  would  be  a  saving  in  the  carriage  of  goods 
that  came  by  their  railway. 
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726.  Balky  goods — agricultural  produce,  such  as 
potatoes,  carrots,  turnips,  and  mangold  wurtzel  ? — I 
think  mangold  wurtzel  and  turnips  and  all  horse  and 
cattle  fodder  were  to  be  brought  onlj  as  far  as  Brick 
Lane ;  it  was  not  proposed  then  to  bring  anything  of 
that  kind  into  Bishopsgate  Market,  but  potatoes  and 
articles  for  human  consumption  were  proposed  to  be 
brought  there. 

727.  Spitalfields  is  a  wholesale  as  well  as  a  retail 
market,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

728.  Chiefly  wholesale  ? — ^No,  I  think  it  has  been 
called  a  costermongers'  market.  1  do  not  know 
whether  you  would  caU  such  a  market  chiefly  a 
wholesale  market.  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  this 
sort  of  businees, — the  market  gardeners  bring  their 
goods  up  in  waggons,  which  stand  on  market  days  in 
the  open  space  in  the  centre  of  the  market,  and  the 
costermongers  and  small  traders  come  and  buy  those 
goods, — there  is  a  very  large  amount  of  that  sort  of 
trade. 

729.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  produce  consigned 
from  the  country  by  mil,  is  there  not,  which  is  moved 
from  the  i*ailway  to  the  market  ? — Yes,  potatoes  par- 
ticularly. 

730.  We  shall  be  able  to  get  from  Mr.  Horner,  or 
someone  representing  him,  some  particulars  as  to  the 
quantities  of  vegetables  and  other  produce  that  are 
sold  in  the  market  in  the  year  ? — No  doubt. 

731.  And  as  to  the  tolls  that  are  cbarged?— No 
doubt. 

732.  {Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,)  You  stated  that, 
according  to  the  charter,  the  market  was  limited  to 
certain  days,  but  from  time  to  time  the  market  has 
been  opened  on  days  other  than  those,  tolls,  of  course, 
being  taken  on  those  other  days ;  has  any  question 
ever  arisen  as  to  the  legality  of  that  course  ? — The 
charter  does  not  expressly  limit  the  markets  to 
particular  days,  but  gives  markets  on  the  days  named. 
I  believe,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  record  of  the 
date  at  which  sales  began  on  other  days  than  those 
named  in  the  charter.  It  has  been  held  by  the  courts 
that  any  sales  in  a  market  on  other  days  than  the 
market  days,  if  made  without  the  i^proval  of  the 
market  owner,  would  be  a  disturbance  of  his  market. 
It  was  decided  in  the  old  case  of  Yard  v.  Ford  that 
sales  on  other  days  than  the  market  days,  even  at  a 
place  at  some  distance,  would  be  a  disturbance  of  the 
market.  I  take  it  that  the  owner  of  a  market  oould 
prevent  sales  on  other  than  the  chartered  market  days, 
or  could  permit  them  on  payment  of  the  same  toll  as 
was  taken  on  the  chartered  market  days. 

733.  May  we  take  it  that  no  question  as  to  the 
power  to  levy  these  tolls  has  ever  arisen? — ^The 
local  authority  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Horner 
for  obstructing  the  streets,  and  I  think  the  question 
was  raised  there.  He,  or  his  solicitor,  would  speak 
as  to  that  better  than  I  could,  because  I  was  not 
concerned  in  that  litigation. 

734.  We  know  that  the  Baroness  Burdett-Coottg 
has  a  market  called  Columbia  Market  dose  by ;  did  the 
owners  of  Spitalfl!^lds  Market  make  any  objection  to  her  ^ 
having  a  vegetable  market  as  infringing  upon  their 
rights,  in  the  same  way  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  ? — The  Act  establish- 
ing that  market  was  passed  just  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  previous  owner  of  Spitalfields  Market,  and 
nothing  was  done  at  the  time.  I  believe,  as  a  matter 
of  &ct,  it  was  entirely  overlooked  ;  Spitalflelds  Market 
was  not  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  present 
owner,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  father  of  the  present 
owner,  who  died  the  very  year  that  Act  was  obtained ; 
but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  has  only 
become  a  fruit  and  vegetable  market  recently,  that  it 
was  in  the  flrst  instance  a  general  market  for  all  kinds 
of  produce. 

735.  One  thing  failed  after  another,  and  at  last  it 
came  to  a  vegetable  market  ? — Yes. 

736.  Has  the  Baroness  Burdett-Goutts  power  under 
her  Act  to  continue  it  as  a  vegetable  market?—* 
Yes. 

U     55730. 


737.  Without  reference  to  Spitalfields  Market? — 
Yes. 

738.  {Mr.  Elton.)  You  told  us  that  a  doubt  was 
raised  as  to  the  concurrent  validity  of  the  two  charters 
of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  ? — ^That  point  was  raised 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Company. 

739.  In  the  result  it  was  decided  that  the  charter 
of  James  II.  was  invalid  ? — ^Yes. 

740.  Then  the  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
charter  of  Charles  II.  were  removed  ? — ^Entirely. 

741.  That  charter  is  the  governing  law  of  the 
market  ? — ^I  could  hardly  say  that ;  that  is  certainly 
the  foundation  of  the  market  so  far  as  I  know. 

742.  Is  there  any  other  foundation  ? — I  do  not 
know.  The  market  has  been  held  on  days  other  than 
those  named  in  that  charter  for  100  years,  and  pro- 
bably for  200  years.  I  take  it  that,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  if  we  had  not  been  able  to  produce  any  charter 
at  all,  but  simply  proved  that  we  had  held  a  market 
on  that  site  for  200  years,  either  a  grant  would  have 
been  presumed,  or  some  right  would  have  been 
assumed  from  the  very  long  user. 

743.  There  would  have  been  prescription  in  that 
case  ? — I  take  it  so. 

744.  There  can  be  no  prescription  against  a 
modern  charter? — There  might  be  prescription  for 
the  other  days.  If,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  grant  of 
the  charter  was  to  hold  markets  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays,  and  it  was  found  that  markets  hod  been 
always  held  on  Tuesdays  as  well,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  it  would  be  assumed 
that  there  was  a  right  to  hold  such  markets. 

745.  Do  you  suggest  that  there  was  a  Tuesday 
market  before  Charles  the  Second's  time  ? — I  cannot 
say  whether  there  was  or  not ;  there  is  no  evidence 
one  way  or  another. 

746.  You  cannot  tell  us  with  confidence  that  the 
Tuesday's  market  was  held  concurrently  with  the 
Thursday's  and  Saturday's  markets  in  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  ? — I  cannot.  I  think  the  law  would 
presume  a  right  to  hold  a  market  by  prescription  on 
the  Tuesday,  if  it  was  proved  that  it  had  been  held 
on  that  day  for  200  years. 

747.  Is  there  any  means  of  seeing  the  charter  which 
established  Spitalfields  Market  ? — It  is  in  the  Record 
Office. 

748.  Has  it  been  printed  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  transla- 
tion of  it  in  the  Appendix  to  the  case  prepared  for 
the  appeal  to^  the  Honse  of  Lords. 

749.  You  explained  to  one  of  the  Commissioners 
your  view  that  an  owner  of  a  market  held  in  a  certain 
place  on  one  day  in  the  week  could  prevent  another 
person  setting  up  another  market  on  another  day 
of  the  week;  would  you  say  that  a  person  having 
a  right  to  hold  a  market  in  a  certain  place,  say  on 
Tuesday,  could  establish  a  market  on  Wednesday  in 
the  same  place  and  take  tolls  in  it  if  he  liked  ? — I 
take  it  that  he  could ;  certainly  on  his  own  land. 

V50.  WTthout  the  necessity  for  a  charter  ? — I  think 
he  could,  that  is  my  view  of  the  law.  Assume  that 
there  was  no  other  market  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
takt  it  he  could  let  any  persoi^  sell  goods  upon  his 
own  land  upon  payment  of  such  sums  as  he  thought 
flt  to  charge.  I  do  not  see  any  difference  between 
that  and  taking  a  toll. 

751.  Could  he  bring  an  action  against  the  person 
for  not  paying  what  he  demanded  ? — Yes,  I  think  he 
oould  for  use  and  occupation  of  his  land ;  he  might  not 
call  it  a  toll.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  legal 
definition  of  toll. 

752.  {Mr,  Spencer  Charrington,)  Could  he  take  a 
toll  in  the  adjoining  streets,  not  on  his  own  land  ? — 
That  is  another  question. 

753.  {Mr.  Elton.)  Then  we  are  told  that  in  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  the  market  is  held  even  on  other 
days  than  the  Tuesday  and  the  chartered  days.  What 
seasons  ?— In  the  summer,  when  great  quantities  of 
firuit  and  vegetables  are  sent  up  which  will  not  keep, 
more  particularly  soil  fruit.  People  send  them  up  day 
by  day  and  they  cannot  be  kept  in  the  hot  weather  for 
any  length  of  time. 


Mr,  W.  U, 
Winterhotham, 

6  De?.  18S7. 
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764.  On  what  days  in  those  seasons  of  the  year  do 
sales  take  place  in  the  market  besides  TuesdaySjThurs 
days,  and  Saturdays  ? — I  believe  some  sales  are  going 
on  every  day  in  the  week  inside  the  market  square. 

7*35.  On  Mondays.  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  the 
market  scjuare  is  u.-^ed,  I  take  it,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  owners  of  the  soil,  for  selling  various  articles  ? 
— I  would  rather  that  Mr.  Horner  spoke  to  that, 
because  he  knows  more  about  it  than  I  do,  but  I  have 
always  understood  so. 

756.  With  regard  to  accommodation,  you  said  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  owners  of  the  market  rights  to 
provide  proper  accommodation  ? — I  take  it  so,  cer- 
tainly. 

757.  And  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  the 
litigation  there  was  no  evidence  that  there  had  been 
any  persistent  or  habitual  refusal  to  provide  accom- 
modation to  any  one  who  wanted  it  ? — That  was  so. 

75b  It  was  held  that  proper  accommodation  was 
provided  in  fact? — The  market  was  crowded  on 
market  days,  and  no  doubt  the  trade  was  increasing, 
but  there  was  no  evidence  of  insufficient  accommoda- 
tion according  to  the  decision  of  the  judges  in  that 
case. 

759.  Have  the  freeholders  anything  to  do  with  the 
regulation  of  the  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday 
sales  that  take  place  occasionally? — Nothing;  they 
have  granted  their  lease  to  Mr.  Homer  under  certain 
conditions  which  he  has  to  observe. 

760.  What  is  leased  to  Mr.  Horner  by  his  lease  ? — 
The  market  and  the  land. 

761.  Is  there  any  special  stipulation  about  the  use 
of  the  land  distinguishing  between  chartered  market 
days  aold  non-chartered  market  days  ? — It  demises  the 
whole  in  very  general  terms,  giving  him  all  such 
rights  as  the  freeholdei's  had. 

762.  {Mr.  Spencer  Charring  ton.)  Is  there  any 
restnction  in  the  lease  as  to  the  amount  of  tolls  he 
aiay  charge  ? — There  is  nothing  in  the  lease  with 
regard  to  that. 

763.  {Mr.  Elton.)  Does  the  lease  say  anything 
about  the  power  to  charge  tolls  on  these  off  days  ? — 


I  do  not  think  there  is  any  special  mention  of  it. 
The  lease  grants  all  the  rights  that  the  freeholders 
had. 

764.  To  apply  your  own  theory  for  a  moment. 
Suppose  a  person  has  a  charter  to  hold  a  market  on  a 
Monday,  he  has  a  market  square,  market  officers,  and 
all  the  apparatus  of  a  market.  In  the  course  of  time 
he  finds  it  convenient  to  have  a  market  on  another 
day,  and,  without  saying  anything  to  anybody  else,  he 
holds  a  market,  say  on  Friday  too ;  in  that  case  the 
public  would  have  no  protection,  supposing  he  had  no 
right  to  hold  such  a  market,  for  they  would  think  he 
was  acting  under  a  charter  which  gave  him  the  right 
to  a  Friday  market  as  well.  The  public  would  think 
that  the  Friday  market  came  under  the  same  charter 
as  the  Monday  market  ? — No  doubt. 

765.  Under  such  circumstances  there  would  be  a 
danger  of  their  being  obliged  to  pay  in  the  way  of 
toll  money  which  could  not  be  lawfxilly  demanded  ? — 
I  think  I  can  best  answer  that  question  by  referring 
to  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case  of 
"  The  Attorney-General  v.  Horner,  which  is  reported 
in  the  Law  ReporU  (14  Q.B.D.,  p.  245).  Lord 
Justice  Lindley  distinctly  laid  down  in  his  judgment 
in  that  case  that  while  the  franchise  of  the  Spitalfields 
Market  is  restricted  to  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  this 
does  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  owner  of 
the  market  to  sell  on  other  days.  His  words  are : — 
"  Charter  or  no  charter,  franchise  or  no  franchise,  he 
"  could  buy  and  sell  vegetables  on  that  square  like 
"  anyone  else,  because  he  was  the  owner  of  the 
"  square."  Adopting  Lord  Justice  Lindley's  view,  I 
submit  that  the  owner  of  the  square  is  entitled,  if 
he  allows  such  sales,  to  make  a  charge  for  that  per- 
mission, and  I  should  consider  it  immaterial  in  what 
form  that  charge  is  made,  whether  as  rent  for  the 
occupation  of  the  land,  or  as  toll  for  permission  to 
sell.  I  may  add  that  it  is  a  great  convenience  to  the 
public  to  have  the  market  square  open  to  them  on 
every  day,  because  opportunity  is  thereby  afforded  for 
the  sale  and  purchase  of  perishable  goods. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


Wednesday,  7th  December  1887. 


PBS8BMT: 


Mr.  WaUam 

Augustus 
CassoH,  F.S.S. 

.  7  Dec.  1887. 


The  Right  Hon.  thb  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Franos  W.  Maclean,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Mr.  William  Augustus 

766.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  have 
interested  yourself  in  the  subject  of  market  rights  and 
tolls  for  a  considerable  time  ? — That  is  so. 

767.  You  are  a  clerk  in  the  Local  Government 
OflSce,  are  you  not  ? — I  am. 

768.  But  we  understand  that  you  do  not  appear 
here  in  your  official  capacity,  but  simply  to  give  us 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  which  you  have  acquired  ? 
—Yes. 

769.  You  wish  to  lay  before  the  Commission  some 
evidence  as  to  alleged  abuses  connected  wilh  market 
rights  and  tolls,  do  you  not?-— I  do. 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary. 

Casson,  F.S.S.,  examined. 

770.  We  are  further  given  to  understand  that  your 
evidence  relates  only  to  England  and  Wales,  and  not 
to  Scotland  or  Ireland  ? — That  is  so. 

771.  In  the  first  pUce,  have  you  any  remarks  to 
offer  as  to  the  return  which  was  prepared  by  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  February  last  year  ? — ^I 
have.  In  particular,  I  want  to  point  out  some  respects 
in  which  it  is  inaccurate  aud  in  other  ways  mis- 
leading. 

772.  The  Commission  will  be  glad  to  hear  anything 
that  you  have  to  state  either  as  to  the  alleged  in- 
accuracy of  the  return  or  as  to  its  insufficiency  as  a 
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basis  of  inquiry?— *In  the  first  place,  I  wonld  say 
that  the  return  does  not  distiuguish  in  column  4  be- 
tween the  gross  receipts  from  markets  and  the  receipts 
from  tolls,  stallages,  and  rents,  especially  rents  of 
shops  used  for  market  purposes,  and  even  for  purposes 
UDConnected  with  markets,  such,  for  instance,  as  where 
there  is  a  large  market-place  and  the  outside  portion 
of  the  market-place  id  let  out  to  ordinary  shopkeepers 
for  the  conduct  of  their  ordinary  business.  This  re- 
turn does  not  distinguish  how  much  of  the  gross 
income  is  derived  From  those  sources  and  how  much 
is  derived  from  thie  sources  strictly  connected  with 
the  market. 

773.  You  object,  if  1  understand  you  rightly,  to 
the  inclusion  under  the  heading  ot  market  rights  and 
tolls  df  certain  items  which  are  not  properiy  rights  or 
tolls ;  is  that  so  ? — Yes,  that  is  so ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
this  return  is  insufficient  as  a  basis  on  which  to 
investigate  this  question. 

774.  I  understand  you  not  to  say  that  it  is  inaccurate, 
but  that  it  is'  insuiiicient,  on  the  ground  of  not  dis- 
tinguishing between  the  two  things,  which  are  sepa- 
rate ? — As  regards  that  cclumn,  I  would  point  out 
that  it  is  inaccurate  as  well  as  misleading.  For 
instance,  I  will  take  one  case  as  an  example  of  the 
inaccuracy.  In  the  case  of  Huddersfield  the  gross 
receipts  from  the  market  are  given  as  5,482/.,  whereaa 
from  the  published  accounrs  of  the  Huddersfield  Cor- 
poration it  appears  that  those  figures  are  true  as 
regards  only  one  of  their  markets,  that  is  the  market 
hfdl,  as  they  call  it ;  but  there  are  other  markets,  tiie 
cattle  market,  for  instance,  from  which  there  is  an 
income  of  261/. ;  and  then  there  are  hawkers'  licenses 
for  sales  out  of  the  market,  106/. ;  and  then  there  are 
tolls  received  for  Lockwood  feast,  whatever  that  is. 
So  that  it  is  clear  that  these  figures  are  not  the 
correct  figures  that  appear  in  the  corporation  accounts 
for  the  same  year.  There  is  a  diflference  of  some  few 
hundred  pounds. 

775.  But  it  is  only  an  assumption,  I  suppose,  that 
the  return  is  inaccurate,  and  that  the  other  accounts 
are  accurate  ? — These  accounts  are  certified  to  be 
accurate  by  the  auditor. 

776.  {Mr,  Little,)  Lockwood  feast  would  be  a  fair, 
I  suppose  ? — It  might  be,  but  it  aU  comes  under  one 
head,  the  market  fund  account.  I  only  cite  that  one 
case,  but  there  are  others  that  I  could  mention. 

777.  How  do  you  make  out  that  hawkers*  licenses 
to  sell  out  of  the  market  should  be  included  in  the 
receipts  of  the  market  ? — I  will  deal  with  that  later 
on  if  you  will  permit  me,  because  that  is  a  subject 
that  I  want  to  draw  attention  to,  the  levying  of 
charges  upon  people  who  sell  outside  a  market  as  part . 
of  the  market  rights. 

778.  (^Chairman.)  In  regard  to  column  4  of  the 
return,  are  there  any  observations  of  the  same  kind 
which  you  wish  to  make? — 1  would  point  out  that 
the  information,  so  far  as  that  column  gives  it,  shows 
very  clearly  that  large  incomes  are  derived  from 
market  undertakings,  and  I  would  point  to  the  follow- 
ing places  as  examples:  Chester,  Stockport,  Derby, 
Plymouth,  Stockton-on-Tees,  Bristol,  Hereford,  Maid- 
stone, Ashton-under-Lyne,  Black  bum,  Bolton,  Burnley, 
Chorley,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Oldham,  Warrington, 
Leicester,  Norwich,  Northampton,  Nottingham,  Han- 
ley,  Wolverhampton,  Brighton,  Birmingham,  Middles- 
brough, Bradford,  Halifox,  Huddersfield  (which  I 
have  already  mentioned),  Leeds,  Cardiff,  and  Swansea. 
Those  are  cases  where  it  is  shown  that  large  profits 
are  made.  At  Bradford  6,000/.  a  year  is  paid  to  the 
lady  of  the  manor  for  the  lease  of  the  market  rights  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  that,  something  like  another 
5,000/.  goes  as  net  profit  to  the  corporation.  That  is 
on  page  32,  in  column  5. 

779.  {Mr,  Utile,)  Does  it  follow  that  i\mX  5,000/. 
is  not  included  in  the  17,000/.  ?— The  17,000/.  is  gross 
receipts ;  the  5,000/.  is  one  payment,  and  then  over 
and  above  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  profit 
made. 

780.  {^Chairman,)  1  understand  you  to  stale  that 
the  information  supplied  in  column  8  as  to  the  manner 


in  which  market  rights  have  been  acquired  is  incor-     Mr.  WUHam 

rect;  can  you  give  any  evidence  of  that? — In  the        '^''^^'^  « 

first  place  there  are  only  three  methods  by  which      ^"*^''*  ' 

market  rights  can  be  obtained :   by  grant  from  the     7  j)^,  \%%t. 

Crown  of  a  charter,  or  by  prescription,  which  pre-       _._ 

supposes  a  grant,  or  under  statute.     In  some  of  the 

cases  mentioned  in  this  return,  local  boards,  which 

could  only  have  been  formed  since  the  year  1858,  say 

that  they  possess  market  i-ights  by  prescription.     On 

page  72  there  are  two  or  three  instances  of  that.     The 

Slaithwaite  Local  Bou'd,  which  is  of  comparativel) 

recent  establishment,  say  that  they  hold  market  rights 

by  prescription;    at  Wombwell  and  at  Llandilo,  in 

Carmarthen,  they  say  the  same  ;  and  there  are  many 

other  cases   that  can  be  found  through  tlie  return 

clearly   showing  that  the   return    is    inaccurate    as 

regards    the    manner    in   which   these   local  boards 

acquired  market  rights.      If  they  did  acquire  them 

under  statute  they  ought  to  have  said  so ;  if  they  did 

not  acquire  them  under  statute  they  cannot  be  legally 

exercising  those  rights. 

781.  {Mr,  Maclean,)  There  could  be  no  prescriptive 
right  if  it  only  went  back  as  far  as  1858.  But  does  not 
that  mean  that  they  have  vested  in  them  now,  under 
the  statute  of  1858,  some  prescriptive  rights  which 
had  previously  been  in  somebody  else? — That  may 
be  the  meaning  of  it,  but  I  am  disposed  to  doubt 
whether  it  is  the  meaning  of  it ;  because  the  only 
way  that  they  could  hold  a  market  would  be  by  com- 
plying with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  1858,  or 
of  the  Act  of  1875 ;  and  then  tliey  should  say  tiiat 
they  obtained  the  market  rights  under  statute  and 
not  by  prescription.  But  I  have  met  with  cases 
where  local  boards  have  certainly  not  obtained  the  right 
by  complying  with  the  statute,  and  yet  are  still  exer- 
cising the  rights  simply  because,  as  they  say,  no  one 
else  has  prevented  them. 

782.  Does  it  appear  in  any  of  those  cases  whether 
any  one  were  exercising  the  rights  before  the  formation 
of  these  boards  under  the  Act  ? — I  have  not  inquired 
into  that,  and  I  cannot  point  to  a  particular  case ;  but 
I  have  seen  cases  the  other  way  where  market  rights 
have,  really  been  assumed  by  a  local  board  in  this  way 
since  their  establishment. 

783.  Then  there  must  hav»^  been  some  ri«ihts  before 
in  somebody  or  in  some  authority  ?  —It  might  not  have 
been  so,  because  sometimes  a  committee  of  farmers 
living,  eay,  outside  a  town,  will  make  up  their  minds 
that  they  will  have  a  weekly  sale  of  their  cattle  in  the 
town,  and  in  time  they,  come  to  form  themselves  into 
what  is  called  a  market  committee  ;  and  you  will  see 
cases  here  where  the  rights  are  said  to  belong  to  the 
market  committee,  that  is  such  a  committee  as 
1  mention.  Then  after  a  time  they  have  determined 
that  they  will  hand  over  their  rights  to  the  local  board, 
though  really  they  have  not  any  rights  t»)  hand  over, 
and  the  local  board  take  those  lights,  or  what  they 
consider  to  be  rights,  and  continue  to  exercise  this 
market  right  when,  as  a  matter  of  law,  there  is  no 
market  at  all. 

784.  {Mr,  Charrington,)  So  far  as  you  are  aware  is 
any  objection  raised  to  the  exercise  of  these  rights 
unauthorised  by  any  statute  ? — I  cannot  point  to  any 
case. 

785.  Are  they  oppressive  in  any  way,  and  do  the 
people  complain  of  the  exercise  of  them  ? — I  cannot 
say  that  any  one  has  complained  of  it  ;  but  of  course 
the  natural  tendency  of  these  things  is  that  directly 
the  local  board  assume  these  rights  they  want  to  use 
the  power  of  excluding  anybody  else  from  exercising 
similar  rights  ;  so  that  in  that  way  it  might  be  oppres- 
sive. 

786.  {Chairman.)  The  way  in  which  you  put  it  1 
understand  is  this  :  that  in  the  first  place  a  market  is 
created  having  00  legal  or  prescriptive  rights,  and  no 
exclusive  privilege ;  that  the  committee  managing  that 
market  then  transfer  their  functions,  whatever  they 
may  be,  to  the  local  boai^d  ;  and  the  local  board  there- 
upon claim  such  rights  and  privileges  as  belong  to  a 
legally  established  market  ?— That  is  so ;  and  if  the 
1  >cal  board  then  desired  we  will  say  to  make  byelaws. 
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Mr.  William    Of  tb'get  a  ta(M^  of  toTIa  approved  by  the  Governmelit 
Auguahis        Department,  the  question  would  then  be  investigated, 
Casson,F,S.S.  ^^^  ^p  Course   the   Government  Department  would 
7  Dec  1887      reftise  to  sanction  the  byelaws  or  the  tolls,  because 
'        *     there  was  no  legally  established  market.     But  notwith- 
standing that,  the  local  board  would  still  go  on  exer- 
cising those  rights. 

787.  You  say  that  that  may  have  happened ;  have 
you  any  instances  within  your  knowledge  where  it  has 
happened  ? — I  know  that  such  cases  have  occurred, 
but  I  could  not  make  use  of  the  infonnation  which  I 
possess  about  them^ 

788.  You  have  been  infonned  that  such  abuses 
exist,  but  not  in  such  a  manner  that  you  are  prepared 
to  prove  them  here  ? — That  is  so. 

789.  (Mr,  Childers)  You  mentioned  to  us  the  case 
of  Huddersfield,  and  you  said  that  the  sum  named  in 
this  return  as  tho  gross  receipts  iii  the  market  does 
not  agree  with  the  sum  given  in  the  borough  account; 
would  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  us  what  the  sum 
given  in  the  borough  account  is  ? — In  the  market 
funds  account  it  is  stated  that  on  the  side  of  the 
revenue  from  the  market  hall  5,482/.  are  received. 

790.  That  tallies  with  the  figures  in  the  return  ?^- 
It  does.  In  the  same  account  there  are  these  items  : 
**  Tolls  received,  76/.  Lockwood  feast;*'  "cattle 
"  market.  Tolls  received,  102/."  :  and  then  "  hawkers' 
**  licenses  for  sales  out  of  the  market,  106/."  My 
point  is  that  those  items  being  over  and  above  the 
5,482/.  mentioned  in  the  column,  it  is  clear  that  the 
column  is  incorrect. 

791.  The  hawkers'  licenses  of  course  are  not  Go- 
vernment hawkers'  licenses,  but  hawkers'  licenses 
issued  by  the  corporation  ? — Yes. 

792.  Have  they  any  f)ower  under  any  statute  to 
issue  and  levy  for  hawkers'  licenses? — I  have  not 
investigated  that  point,  but  I  know  there  are  many 
cases  where  corporations  exercise  but  do  not  possess  the 
power.  Their  possession  of  it  is  exceptional ;  I  would 
not  commit  myself  to  saying  whether  they  have  it  or 
have  not. 

793.  With  regard  to  the  cattle  market,  do  you 
know  why  it  is  outside  the  return  ? — No,  I  do  not. 
I  only  mention  this  as  one  case. 

794.  Have  you  any  other  still  more  striking  case 
among  those  which  you  have  enumerated  to  us  ? — 
There  are  cases  to  prove  that  the  gross  income,  or 
the  gross  receipts  as  given  here,  show  pretty  clearly 
that  there  must  bo  a  considerable  profit. 

795.  You  do  not  dispute  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  gross  receipts  in  these  cases  ? — No. 

796.  Is  there  any  other  case  besides  Huddersfield 
in  which  you  do  dispute  the  accuracy  of  the  item  of 
gross  receipts  ? — I  have  no  specific  case.  I  am  only 
prepared  to  prove  my  point  by  one  case ;  but  there 
are  other  cases. 

797.  But  you  cannot  name  them  at  this  moment  ? 
— 1  cannot  name  them. 

798.  {Chairman,)  I  understand  that  you  object 
also  to  the  statements  in  column  8^  which  mentions 
whether  or  no  the  markets  are  held  in  the  street; 
you  consider  the  statements  made  under  that  heading 
to  be  misleading? — I  do.  My  reasons  are  theso : 
the  question  at  the  head  of  the  column  is,  '*  Whether 
"  the  markets,  or  any  of  them,  are  held  in  the  streets 

.  "  of  the  town?"  In  some  cases  the  return  says 
•*  yes,"  and  that  "yes"  is  intended  to  cover  the 
holding  of  the  market  in  a  market-place,  which  is 
nothing  more  than  an  enlargement  of  the  street.  In 
other  instances  they  say  "no,"  when  the  case  is 
precisely  the  same.  There  is  a  large  market  square, 
such  as  we  see  in  many  provincial  towns,  and  in  some 
cases  they  call  that  the  street,  while  in  other  cases 
they  do  not.  So  that  you  cannot  total  up  in  this 
column  how  many  cases  there  are  in  which  the 
markets  are  held  in  the  open  street,  because  the 
market  square  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  street, 
and  in  how  many  cases  there  is  covered  accommoda- 
tion provided. 

799.  But  are  you  not  treating  two  separate  ques- 
tions as  one  ?    A  market  is  not  held  in  the  streets 


if  it  is'  held  tn  a  wide  open  spad6  appropriated  to  thfat 
special  purpose  ? — If  that  wide  open  space  is  nothiAg 
more  than  an  enlargement  of  the  street,  such  as  we 
have  in  front  of  us  in  Palace  Yard,  then  that, 
although  it  may  be  commonly  called  and  known  as  a 
market-place,  is  in  reahty  a  street.  If  it  were  not  a 
street  the  local  board  would  have  no  right  whatever 
to  re-pave  it  and  charge  the  ratepayers  with  the  cost 
of  managing  it.  If  it  is  a  street,  then  some  of  the^e 
people  ought  not  to  say  **  yes,"  and  others  ought  not 
to  say  "  no." 

800.  What  your  objection  comes  to  is  this:  that 
the  expression  of  markets  being  held  in  the  streets  is 
in  itself  an  ambiguous  one?— l^s. 

801.  Then  I  understand  that  you  have  observa- 
tions to  make  with  regard  to  the  information  given 
in  column  9,  as  to  the  market  accommodation  pro- 
vided, and  the  cost  of  it;  will  you  tell  us  what 
comment  you  have  to  make  upon  that? — In  that 
column  it  is  in  some  cases  statod  that  the  market 
accommodation  has  been  provided  at  a  certain 
expense,  at  a  cost  of  so  many  thousand  pounds.  But 
that  statement  in  some  cases  includes  the  cost  of 
acquiring  the  market  rights,  which  in  themselves  are 
no  accommodation  ;  and  in  other  cases  it  includes 
the  cost  of  acquiring  the  market  rights  and  certain 
premises,  such  as  the  market  hall,  and  lands  connected 
with  the  market  hall  on  which  other  property  is 
standing. 

802.  {Mr,  Little,)  You  complain  that  it  does  not 
distinguish  between  the  cases  of  acquiring  the  rights 
without  accommodation  and  those  cases  where  there 
was  accommodation  bought  with  the  rights? — That 
is  so. 

808.  {Mr,  Childers,)  ^  Could  you  give  a  salient 
case  ? — I  would  take  the  case  of  Manchester,  whicih 
is  a  very  prominent  case,  and  which  appears  on 
page  17.  There  it  says  that  the  corporation  pur- 
chased the  manorial  rights,  markets,  and  properties 
at  a  cost  of  200,000/.,  and  that  they  have  since 
expended  in  extensions  and  approaches  359,000/.  In 
that  case  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  was  for 
market  accommodation  ptire  and  simple,  and  how 
much  was  for  properties  which  by  purchase  of  the 
then  market  premises  belong  to  the  corporation. 

804.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  At  all  events  it 
does  not  include  the  200,000/.  for  the  purchase  of 
market  rights  ? — No,  they  have  expended  359,000/. 
in  addition ;  but  then  the  200,000/.  for  the  market 
rights  includes  the  manorial  rights,  markets,  aild 
prbperties  as  they  say,  and  one  cannot  distinguish 
how  much  was  paid  for  the  market  riglits  themselves 
as  distinguished  from  the  other  things. 

805.  {Chaif^man.)  Are  you  sure  that  any  distinc- 
tion was  made  in  the  original  purchase ;  may  not  the 
actual  proprietor  of  the  manorial  rights,  and  of  any 
other  property  connected  with  them,  have  sold  what 
he  possessed  in  a  lump  without  distinguishing  between 
the  various  items  ? — That  may  be  so. 

806.  In  that  case  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
return  to  give  fuller  details  than  it  does  give  ? — Yes  ; 
but  my  point  is  that  we  cannot  institute  any  compari- 
son between  the  cases  of  purchase  of  market  rights 
in  this  place,  and  in  any  other  place,  where  it  is  clear 
that  the  market  rights  were  negotiated  for  and  pur- 
chased for  a  sum  of,  say,  3,000/. 

807.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer  as  to  how 
the  fullest  particulars  might  bo  obtained  in  reply  to 
the  queries  which  the  Commission  has  issued  ? — On 
that  point  I  should  like  to  be  permitted  to  say  that  the 
mere  interrogation  of  the  clerks  to  local  authorities  in 
the  first  instance,  or  of  lords  of  the  manor,  as  to  how, 
and  under  what  authority,  the  market  rights  are  held, 
and  how  they  are  exercised,  leaves  opportunity  for 
very  misleading  answers,  and  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  reply  to  a  good  n^iany  of  the  questions  in  such  a 
way  as  not  to  put  the  Commission  on  the  track,  for 
instance,  of  abuses  which  may  be  going  on.  If  the 
reply  is  that  the  market  is  held  by  prescription,  then 
it  may  be  investigated,  as  I  have  seen  cases  investi- 
gated, and  it  may  turn  out  that  there  is  no  prescription 
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at  all;  bi^  that  th^re  iff  a  charter  which  was  perhaps 
granted  to  some  one  other  than  the  individual  who  is 
exercimng  the  market  rights  for  the  time  being.  In 
that  way  the  answers  given,  need  to  be  followed  up 
and  further  searching  questions  put;  and  really  in 
many  cases  nothing  short  of  local  inquiry  on  the  spot 
would  solve  some  of  these  questions.  In  particular, 
one  mode  of  investigating  these  points  that  I  would 
suggest  would  be,  for  instance,  to  ascertain  what  infor- 
mation is  possessed  by  the  Record  Office.  I  have  my- 
self made  researches  there,  and  I  have  found  that  they 
have  an  index  devoted  exclusively  to  market  charters, 
and  many  of  those  charters  throw  considerable  light 
on  events  that  are  now  going  on.  You  will  find  that 
a  charter  has  been  granted  to  one  individual,  and  now 
someone  else  is  exercising  what  are  believed  to  be  the 
market  rights,  but  is  not  exercising  them  in  the  way 
that  the  original  charter  contemplated.  I  will  point 
to  one  instance  where  the  market  was  originally 
granted  for  one  day  in  the  week,  and  it  is  now  held  on 
two  days ;  or  to  another  instance  where  it  was  origin- 
ally granted  for  two  fixed  days,  and  it  is  now  held  on 
two  other  days. 

808.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  you  think  that 
these  matters  cannot  be  cleared  up  without  a  local 
inquiry  in  every  market  town  ? — ^To  a  very  large 
extent  it  points  to  that.  I  do  not  say  that  local  inquiry 
would  be  necessary  in  every  town,  but  befi>re  the 
rights  can  be  thoroughly  ascertained  inquiry  to  some 
very  considerable  extent  is  necessary. 

809.  {Mr,  Charrington,)  By  that  you  mean  that  in 
many  cases  the  charters  are  not  strictly  adhered  to  ?— 
That  is  so. 

810.  {Mr,  Chtlders,)  And  the  first  part  of  your 
answer  was  that  in  many  cases  the  present  claimants 
do  not  represent  the  (H*iginal  grantees? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

811.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  The  rights  have  been 
bought  and  sold  frequently  ? — They  may  have  been, 
and  in  some  cases  you  find  that  someone  is  claiming 
a  market  who  cannot  connect  himself  with  the  original 
grantee. 

8 1 2-3.  {Mr.  Chtlders,)  Either  by  sale  or  by  inheri- 
tance ? — ^No. 

814.  {Chairman,)  Have  you  any  evidence  to  give 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  market  rights  are  exercised  ? 
— ^I  have.  In  particular,  I  would  explain  that  the 
mai'ket  rights  are,  as  a  rule,  exercised  by  lords  of 
manors  over  the  whole  of  their  manors,  and  on  market 
days  in  particular  parts  of  the  manors.  The  rights 
claimed  amount  to  the  levying  of  a  tax  upon  all  goods 
brought  into  the  market  or  into  that  particular  manor 
on  certain  days.  I  would  point  to  one  case  which  I 
have  myself  seen,  namely,  Builth,  in  the  county  of 
Brecon.  There  the  access  to  the  town  is  by  three  roads ; 
two  of  those  roads  come  over  bridges,  and  the  toll 
takers  or  collectors  stand  on  each  of  those  bridges,  and 
at  a  point  on  this  third  road,  and  every  person  who 
brings  in  an  ox  or  sheep  has  to  pay  a  certain  sum  to 
those  men  as  he  brings  the  animals  in.  After  the 
three  men  have  paid  their  receipts  to  the  authorised 
person  the  money  is  taken  away  and  the  cattlei  are 
left  to  be  sold  in  the  street,  and  considerable  nuisance 
is  created  in  the  town  because  the  streets  are  rather 
narrow;  and  the  local  authority  are  left  to  clear  up 
the  filth.  The  only  tax  that  can  be  levied  upon  that 
source  of  income  would  be  income  tax*  I  point  to 
that  as  a  case  illustrating  how  a  market  right  can 
confer  the  power  on  an  individual  to  tax  the  trade  of 
a  locality  without  giving  any  compensating  advantage 
whatever,  and  with  in  fact  the  incident  of  throwing  an 
actual  burden  upon  the  ratepayers  of  the  place. 

815.  To  whom  did  the  toll  go  in  that  case? — ^It 
went,  when  I  saw  it,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor ;  but 
since  then  I  believe  the  local  board  have  acquired  the 
market  rights.    That  case  is  mentioned  on  page  72. 

816.  {Mr.  Little,)  According  to  this  return  the 
rights  were  leased  to  the  local  board  ? — Yes. 

817.  {Mr.  Chtlders.)  Do  you  mean  that  the  lord  of 
the  manor  established  a  sort  of  what  the  French  call 
octroi  round  the  town,  or  round  the  whole  manor  ? — 


It  is  so  round  the  town,  because  the  rest  of  the  manor 
is  probably  all  fields. 

818.  And  the  lord  of  the  manor  claims  to  levy  it 
upon  everything  that  passes  his  custom  house,  so  to 
speak  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

819.  {Mr.  Little.)  On  certain  days  ?  —  Yes,  on 
certain  days. 

820.  {Chairman.)  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in 
the  caso  you  mentioned  the  ri/^ht,  or  the  alleged  right, 
of  holding  this  market  had  been  transferr^  to  the 
local  authority  ? — ^It  has  since  been  transferred. 

821.  According  to  your  observation  is  not  that 
happening  in  many  parts  of  the  country  without  any 
parliamentary  pressure  or  any  fresh  legislation  being 
required  ? — ^It  is,  and  there  are  several  things  that 
tend  to  bring  that  about.  In  the  first  place  the  local 
authority  can,  as  a  rule,  make  a  market  more  profit- 
able than  a  lord  of  the  manor  can  ;  and  in  other  ways 
the  rights  are  being  transferred. 

822.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  I  see  that  it  is 
stated  that  the  Builth  Market  is  leased  to  the  local 
board  at  20/.  per  annum  ;  if  so,  the  collection  would 
be  made  by  the  officers  of  the  local  board,  would  it 
not  ? — ^It  would  now,  of  course. 

.  823.  But  it  would  under  this  return  ?^-Yes,  under 
this  return.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  the  transfer 
took  place  just  in  the  year  when  this  return  was 
drawn  up. 

824.  By  transfer  do  you  mean  that  they  bought  up 
the  whole  of  the  rights,  or  that  they  have  taken  thjs 
lease  of  them  under  which  they  pay  20/.  a  year  ? — 
They  have  taken  a  lease,  and  for  that  lease  they  pay 
20/.  a  year. 

825.  And  they  now  collect  the  tolls  themselves  ? — 
They  now  collect  the  tolls  themselves ;  and  one  effect 
of  that  would  be  that  at  the  end  of  the  lease  the 
market  would  go  back  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
the  state  of  things  that  I  have  referred  to  would  be 
revived. 

826.  {Mr.  Childers.)  As  to  this  case  of  Builth, 
column  9  is  rather  mysterious  ;  apparently  two 
market-places  have  been  erected  in  the  town  at  a  cost 
together  of  8,000/. ;  has  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  the 
local  authority  any  interest  in  those  ? — I  do  not  believe 
that  the  local  authority  would  have  any  interest  in 
them  now,  but  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain, 
knowing  the  two  places,  they  were  started  with  the 
consent  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  They  are  called 
private  market-places,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  one  is  a 
kind  of  hall  which  is  used  for  a  good  many  things, 
and  is  only  resorted  to  by  people  in  wet  weather,  and 
the  other  is  a  kind  of  crypt  under  some  other  build- 
ings, and  it  is  principally  used  by  the  shopkeepers  of 
the  town,  who  simply  rent  the  different  shops  round 
this  hall  and  sell  ordinary  goods  there.  It  is  nothing 
more  than  a  series  of  shops  ;  it  is  not  a  market. 

827-  My  point  was  this  :  does  the  produce,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  the  cattle  or  the  vegetables,  sold  in 
these  two  market-places  pay  toll  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  or  to  the  local  board  ? — I  do  not  know. 

828.  Are  the  receipts  included  in  the  20/.  ? — No, 
I  should  say  certainly  not,  because  the  shops  are  let 
out  at  yearly  rents. 

829.  But  is  no  toll  paid  on  the  produce  sold  ? — I 
should  not  think  so,  because  where  a  rent  is  taken 
as  a  rule  that  is  intended  as  a  commutation  of  the 
toll.     These  are  not  tollable  goods  that  are  sold  there. 

830.  {Mr.  Little.)  Was  any  board  displayed  at  the 
places  where  the  collection  was  made  so  that  people 
knew  the  amount  of  the  toll  ? — "No,  nothing. 

831.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  what  was  the 
proper  toll  ? — Nothing  at  fdl. 

832.  {Chairman^  In  the  case  which  you  have 
cited,  and  which,  I  presume,  you  take  as  a  typical 
case,  what  you  complain  of  is  that  a  profit,  which  may 
or  may  not  be  considerable,  was  derived  by  the  lord 
of  the  manor  from  the  market,  he  not  being  required 
to  do  anything  in  return  ? — That  is  so.  This  is  a 
very  small  case;  one  does  not  want  to  trouble  the 
Commission  with  a  series  of  instances  all  precisely 
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similar,  but  there  are  scores  of  cases  that  all  point  to 
the  same  thing. 

833.  I  presume  that  it  is  in  that  view  that  jou  have 
described  these  rights  in  the  paper  which  I  hold  ip 
my  hand  as  restrictive  of  trade  ? — I  do,  becau-e  the 
rights  when  they  are  exercised  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  no  accommodation  is  given  in  return, 
amount  to  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  tax  upon  com- 
modities, and  in  that  way  they  are  paid  by  the  con- 
sumer. But  where  the  tolls  are  loared  to  a  local  board 
one  finds  cases  where  the  local  board  is  composed  to  a 
large  extent  of  shopkeepers,  and  those  shopkeepers 
find  it  to  their  interest  to  fix  such  scales  of  tolls  and 
to  take  such  stallages  and  rents  as  will  make  it  unpro- 
fitable to  outsiders  to  conje  into  the  town  to  trade,  so 
that  the  goods  cannot  be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  the 
shopkeepers  themselves  can  sell  at.  In  that  way  tbe 
trade  Ls  considerably  restricted,  and  of  course  the  pro- 
duction of  goods,  such  as  farm  produce,  is  restricted, 
and  one  may  say  that  through  the  profits  being  forced 
down  in  that  way  land  is  not  cultivated  that  might 
be  cultivated. 

834.  You  are  putting  it  in  this  way,  as  I  under- 
stand :  that  the  shopkeepers  in  certain  market  towns 
combine  to  keep  the  market  tolls  or  other  market 
charges  high  in  order  to  obtain  a  practical  monopoly 
for  their  own  shops  ? — That  is  so,  and  that  is  one 
reason  why  local  boards  all  over  the  country  are  seek- 
ing to  acquire  the  rights  of  the  lords  of  the  manors, 
because  they  can  exercise  those  rights  to  their  own 
advantage  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  consumer. 

835.  But  the  local  boards  are  elected  by  the  whole 
of  the  population  ? — You  must  remember  that  there  is 
a  limitation  to  the  qualification  for  a  member  of  a  local 
board  ;  a  man  must  be  possessed  of  500/.,  and  he  must 
be  rated  to  a  certain  amount,  and  that  very  often 
determines  the  thing.  One  cannot  say  that  the  elec- 
tions are  always  cond'^cted  in  such  a  way  as  to  obtain 
on  the  local  board  gentlemen  who  would  be  disinte- 
rested in  such  a  matter  as  this. 

836.  But  a  great  mass  of  the  ratepayers  are  con- 
sumers and  cannot  possibly  have  any  interest  in 
maintaining  such  a  monopoly  ? — It  is  not  pointed  out  to 
them  in  that  ligh^ ;  they  do  not  see  it  in  that  light ; 
they  look  upon  it  as  rather  that  the  people  in  the 
town,  the  shopkeepers,  and  eo  on,  need  to  be  protected 
against  the  people  outside,  who  do  not  pay  any  rates 
and  taxes,  coming  in  to  trade  in  their  town. 

837.  But  if  they  think  there  is  any  grievance  they 
have  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands,  have  they  not? 
— They  have  theoretically ;  but  practically  no  election, 
I  think,  would  ever  turn  on  such  a  point  as  this. 

838.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  The  election  to  a 
local  board  is  by  household  rating  suffrage,  is  it  not, 
just  as  it  is  in  the  boroughs  ? — It  is  not  the  same. 

839.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  in  any  district,  whether 
municipal  borough  or  local  board,  it  got  about  that 
the  food  of  the  people  was  being  raised  in  price  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  shopkeepers,  the  shopkeepers 
would  be  turned  out  at  the  next  election  ?— ^'Expe- 
rience shows  that  it  is  the  other  way,  and  that  they 
do  not  get  tiurned  out.  The  thing  can  generally  be 
put  in  such  a  plausible  way  ;  the  ratepayers  are  told 
that  the  market  brings  in  a  profit  of  so  many  hundreds 
a  year,  we  will  say,  and  that  that  profit  goes  to  the 
reduction  of  the  rates. 

840.  That  is  true,  is  it  not  ? — That  is  true.  They 
would  then  say,  "  As  that  is  the  case,  if  this  is  pre- 
"  vented  the  rates  ^jll  have  to  be  higher."  It  is  not 
clear  to  the  masses  of  the  people,  to  the  ratepayers, 
for  instance,  how  that  works. 

841.  But  do  you  seriously  mean  that  you  think  it 
would  be  desirable  to  take  these  rights  out  of  the 
hands  of  local  authorities  constituted  as  they  now  are  ? 
— No,  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  local  authorities 
should  possess  market  rights ;  I  would  not  take  them 
out  of  their  hands. 

842.  Then  what  would  you  do  with  them  to  remedy 
the  evil  which  you  consider  to  exist?  —  I  would 
prevent  their  making  any  profit  out  of  the  market. 


843.  Would  you  prevent  their  making  any  profit  at 
all  ? — Anything  more  than  a  safe  margin.  I  would 
prevent  their  so  carrying  on  the  market  as  to  get  a 
large  profit  which  would  go  to  the  relief  of  the  rates. 
My  contention  is  that  the  levying  of  market  charges 
in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  a  large  profit  is  unfair  to 
the  people  who  have  to  pay  the  market  charges,  be- 
cause they  themselves  do  not  get  an  equal  benefit 
from  the  surplus  that  goes  to  the  rated,  and  although 
they  pay  the  whole  of  the  market  dues  other  people 
share  in  the  benefit  I  would  illustrate  it  by  a  hypo- 
thetical case,  and  I  will  take  the  case  of  Bradford. 
There  the  gross  receipts  were  17,416/.  (page  32).  If 
the  rent  of  5,000/.  is  deducted  it  leaves  12,000/.  The 
result  of  that  must  be  that  there  is  a  net  profit  which 
I  roughly  estimate  at  4,000/.  or  5,000/. 

844.  {Mr»  Childers.)  After  paying  interest  on  the 
cost  of  buildings  ? — After  every  outgoing  is  paid,  I 
think  that  represents  roughly  about  the  net  profit.  I 
will  assume  that  there  are  1,500  men  living  in  the 
town  who  are  rated  at  1 0/.  a  year,  and  also  that  there 
is  a  property  belonging  to  some  company  which  is 
rated  at  15,000/.  a  year ;  that  is  rather  excessive,  but 
if  you  take  two  companies  rated  at  half  the  amount 
it  would  be  the  same  thing.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
rates  are,  but  I  will  assume  that  they  are  Ss.  in  the  £, 
We  then  have  15,000  men  i-ated  at  10/.  paying  2,250/. 
in  rates,  and  one  company  rated  at  15,000/.  also  pay- 
ing 2,250/.  in  rates.  The  15,000  men  would  con- 
tribute to  the  profit  on  the  market  to  a  greater  extent 
than  they  would  be  relieved  of  their  rates,  because 
the  joint  assessment  of  themselves  and  the  company 
for  30,000/.  to  the  rates  would  be  the  basis  of  reb'ef, 
and  the  15,000  men  would,  as  between  themselves 
and  the  company,  be  the  sole  fK)ntributors  towards 
the  profit  by  the  payment  of  tolls.  The  company,  of 
coiurse,  not  beinff  consumers,  would  pay  no  tolls.  As- 
suming the  profit  from  the  markets  to  be  enough  to 
reduce  the  rates  3d.  in  the  £  (it  may  be  considerably 
less),  the  company  would  benefit  by  a  reduction  of 
their  rating  to  the  extent  of  about  187/.,  and  the  men 
who  as  consumers  contributed  to  produce  the  profit 
would  collectively  be  relieved  to  the  same  amount, 
although  individually  they  would  get  very  slight 
relief ;  each  one  would  get  -j^o^^^  ^^  187/,  while  the 
company  would  get  a  total  relief  of  the  same  amount. 
I  would  use  this  as  an  illustration  to  show  the  hard- 
ship of  taxing  the  food  brought  into  the  market,  and 
then  distributing  the  surplus  of  taxation  over  the  ex- 
penditure necessary  to  manage  and  collect  it,  not 
according  to  the  number  of  stomachs,  but  according 
to  the  valuation  of  the  rateable  property. 

845.  (Chairman.)  I  understand  your  point  to  be 
this :  that  the  local  authority,  where  it  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a  market,  has  no  right  to  make  any  profit  oat 
of  it  for  the  relief  of  the  rates  beyond  what  is 
necessary,  I  presume,  to  pay  interest  on  any  sum 
which  they  may  have  expended  in  providing  the 
necessary  accommodation  or  in  purchasing  the  market, 
and  I  presume  you  would  also  add  a  sinking  fund  to 
pay  off  any  debts  so  incurred? — That  is  so.  My 
contention  is  that  the  receipts  from  the  market  taken 
on  their  present  basis  should  be  devoted  to  the 
extinction  of  the  capital  charges. 

846.  Have  you  reason  to  suppose  that  in  many 
cases  large  profits  are  made  by  local  authorities  upon 
the  markets  ? — Yes,  and  those  are  the  cases  which  I 
mentioned  in  dealing  with  column  4.  (See  Question 
778.) 

847.  (Mr,  Little.)  You  only  gave  us  the  instances 
where  the  receipts  were  large  ;  we  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  deductions  from  those  receipts  ? — No. 

848.  In  the  Bradford  case,  which  you  are  arguing 
upon,  you  have  161,000/.  paid  for  the  market,  and 
you  have  17,000/.  gross  revenue,  from  which  5,000/. 
has  first  of  all  to  be  deducted,  which  leaves  only 
12,000/.  ;  then  5  per  cent,  upon  160,000/.  is  another 
8,00()/. ;  and  then  there  are  all  the  expenses  of  the 
market  ? — Five  per  cent,  would  be  too  high.  Cor- 
porations can  borrow  at  4  per  cent. 
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849.  But  I  am  allowing  for  a  sinking  fund  ? — Tbey 
do  not  always  pay  off  by  sinking  funds. 

850.'  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  I  was  going  to 
ask  whether  all  this  is  at^sumption  about  the  profit 
being  4,000/.  or  5,000/.  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is 
not  all  assumption,  because  the  local  taxation  returns 
show  (I  could  not  get  hold  of  them  or  else  I  would 
have  brought  them  with  me)  that  there  is  a  sum  of 
nearly  5,000/.,  I  think,  paid  to  the  rates  as  inoome 
from  markets. 

851.  (Chairman.)  I  understand  you  to  put  it  in 
this  way  :  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  market 
charges  so  imposed  fall  upon  persons  who  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  local  expenditure  ? — Yes,  so  far  as 
people  bringing  goods  into  the  market  are  concerned, 
and  so  far  as  the  tax  falls  upon  them.  As  regards 
the  actual  income  derived  from  markets,  I  would  draw 
attention  to  the  report  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Com- 
missioners, who  give  the  assessment  to  income  tax 
derived  from  markets  and  tolls.  That  gives  some 
rather  curious  results.  The  total  income  from 
markets  and  tolls  in  the  year  1876  was  672,000/.; 
in  1880  it  was  601,000/.,  and  in  1885  it  was  611,000/. 
That  was  the  gross  assessment  in  the  United  King- 
dom. In  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  year  1885.  the 
net  amount  is  slightlv  lower,  as  against  611,000/. 
the  gi*oss  assessment  n>r  1885,  the  net  assessment  is 
605,000/. :  and  of  that  «05,000/.,  583,000/.  relates 
to  England,  24,000/.  to  Scotland,  and  47,000/.  to 
Ireland.  The  number  of  individuals,  corporations, 
and  companies  who  are  assessed  in  respect  of  that  is 
in  the  metropolis  11,  and  in  the  rest  of  England  931, 
making  a  total  of  942  for  England  ;  then  there  are 
157  in  Scotland,  and  400  in  Ireland,  making  a  total 
for  the  United  Kingdom  of  1,499. 

852.  (Mr,  Little,)  Under  what  schedule  is  that 
Assessment  ? — Under  Schedules  D.  and  E. 

853.  Do  you  know  practically  what  deductions  are 
allowed  from  gross  income  ? — On  that  point  I  have 
consulted  surveyors  of  taxes,  and  they  tell  me  that 
the  cost  of  collection  is  the  only  deduction  allowed. 

854.  Would  they  get  anything  allowed  them  £or 
interest  that  they  paid ;  would  they  be  <diarged  upon 
the  interest  ? — That  I  cannot  say ;  I  have  no  practical 
experience  with  regard  to  that. 

855.  Would  they  not  be  assessed  upon  the  sums 
which  the  corporations  pay  for  interest  on  borrowed 
money  ?— Perhaps  they  would.     That  I  cannot  say. 

856.  (Chairman.)  There  is  nothing,  as  I  under- 
stand, to  show  how  much  of  that  600,000/,  a  year, 
upon  which  income  tax  is  paid,  is  interest  upon  ex- 
penditure actually  incurred  ? — ^No,  I  cannot  speak  as 
to  that.  In  continuation  of  these  figures  there  is  one 
other  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer.  The 
classification  of  assessments  shows  that  out  of  that 
gross  assessment  of  611,000/.,  125,000/.  was  for  the 
metropolis,  413,000/.  for. the  rest  of  England,  24,000/. 
for  Scotland,  and  47,000/.  for  Ireland.  So  that  Eng- 
land is  most  concerned  in  the  matter. 

857.  You  have  spoken  of  the  large  profits  derived 
from  markets,  but  you  are  not  able  to  say  what  amount 
of  accommodation  given  to  the  public  they  represent  ? 
— No. 

858.  You  have  shown  what  the  public  pay,  but  you 
have  not  the  means  of  showing  what  the  public  have 
received  in  return  ? — No.  As  I  have  already  pointed 
out,  this  return  does  not  give  that  information. 

859.  I  believe  you  are  in  a  position  to  tell  us  what 
services  were  formerly  rendered  by  the  owner  of  a 
market  in  return  for  tolls  levied  ? — The  common  law 
text-books  state  vory  clearly  that  originally  market 
owners  were  required  to  perform  certain  duties.  The 
principal  among  those  was  the  settlement  of  disputes ; 
and  in  other  wny s  \  hey  were  required  to  protect  the 
market  generally  against  inroad ;  and  of  course  in  tur- 
bulent times  they  imdertook  the  protection  of  the 
people  and  of  the  goods  in  the  market.  None  of 
those  duties  are  ever  required  to  be  performed  now. 
In  order  to  show  that  they  used  to  perform  various 
duties,  1  would  ask  the  permission  of  the  Commission 


to  read  a  rather  interesting  proclamation  which  was 
made,  and  which  I  believe  is  still  made,  in  a  market  at 
Broughton-in-Furness.  The  market  there  is  opened 
by  the  bailiff,  and  he  reads  a  proclamation  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  O  yes,  O  yes,  O  yes  !  The  lord  of 
^<  the  manor  of  Broughton,  and  of  this  fair  and  market, 
"  strictly  chargeth  and  commandeth  on  Her  Majesty's 
^^  behalf,  that  all  manners  of  persons  repairing  to  this 
^'  fair  and  market  do  keep  Her  Majesty's  peace  upon 
"  pain  of  5/..  to  be  forfeited  to  Her  Majesty,  and  their 
**  bodies  to  be  imprisoned  during  the  lord's  pleasure. 
^  Also,  that  no  manner  of  person  within  this  fair  and 
^'  market,  do  bear  any  bill,  battle-axe,  or  other  pro- 
"  hibited  weapons,  but  such  as  be  appointed  by  the 
**  lord's  officers  to  keep  this  fair  or  market,  upon  pain 
"  of  forfeiture  of  all  such  weapons  and  ftirther  im- 
"  prisonment.  Also,  that  no  manner  of  person  do 
"  pick  any  quarrel,  matter,  or  cause  for  any  old  grudge 
**  or  malice  to  make  any  perturbation  or  trouble  upon 
"  pain  of  5/.,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  lord,  and  their 
**  bodies  to  be  imprisoned.  Also,  that  none  buy  or 
"  sell  in  corners,  back,  sides,  or  hidden  places,  but  in 
^*  open  fair  or  market  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all 
"  such  goods  and  merchandise  so  bought  and  sold, 
'^  and  their  bodies  to  im))n8onment.  Also,  that  no 
"  manner  of  persons  shall  sell  any  goods  with  unlaw- 
"  ful  mete  or  measures,  yards  or  weights,  but  such  as 
**  be  lawful  and  keep  the  true  assise,  upon  pain  of 
'*  forfeiture  of  all  such  goods  and  further  imprison- 
"  ment.  Lastly,  if  any  manner  of  persons  do  here 
**  find  themselves  grieved,  or  have  any  injuries  or 
^  wrong  committed  or  done  against  them,  let  them 
"  repair  to  the  lord  or  his  officers,  and  there  they  shall 
"  be  heard  according  to  ri^ht,  equity,  and  justice. 
*'  God  save  the  Queen  and  the  lord  of  the  manor  ! " 
That  proclamation  was  read  in  that  market  only  a 
year  or  so  ago.  Another  duty  that  used  to  be  per- 
formed was  the  holding  of  the  Pie  Foudre  Qourt. 
The  only  place  where  I  know  that  such  courts  are 
still  held  is  Bristol,  and  I  have  a  cuttmg  from  a 
Bristol  paper  which  I  found  in  1885,  where  it  is 
reported  that  the  Pie  Poudre  Court,  according  to 
custom,  was  opened  beneath  the  portico  of  a  certain 
tavern,  and  that  the  court,  attended  by  policemen  and 
bailiffs,  adjourned  to  what  is  known  as  the  Tolsey 
Court,  and  before  proceeding  to  business  the  members 
who  officiated  partook  of  toasted  cheese  and  metheglin. 
Many  of  the  forms,  it  says  here,  have  fallen  into 
disuse,  but  still  the  court  is  now  annually  held.  That 
is  the  only  case  that  I  know  of  where  the  court  is  still 
held ;  but  there  is  a  statute  still  on  the  Statute  Book, 
17th  Edward  IV.  cap.  2.,  describing  the  duties  that 
are  to  be  performed  at  thei^e  courts.  None  of  those 
duties  are  now  rendered,  and  the  lords  of  the  manor 
simply  take  their  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages  and  pocket 
them. 

860.  You  put  it  in  this  way,  as  I  understand  you  ; 
that  the  right  of  taking  tolls  was  originally  granted 
only  in  order  to  meet  expenses  to  which  lords  of 
manor^*were  put  in  protecting  and  regulating  the 
market  ? — That  is  so. 

861.  And  you  contend  that  when  the  services 
ceased  the  payment  ought  to  have  ceased  also  ? — I  do, 
except  so  far  as  any  accommodation  is  given. 

862.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  The  gross  receipts 
in  Bradford  are  given  at  17,416/.  The  expenditure 
by  the  coiporation  is  given  at  161,078/. ;  4  per  cent, 
on  160,000/.  is  6,400/.;  and  they  pay  5,000/.  a  year 
rent.  That  makes  11,400/.,  leaving  only  6,000/.  for 
management.  According  to  what  you  have  seen  in 
the  case  of  other  boroughs,  is  not  6,0C0/.  a  very  small 
sum  for  management  alone  ? — In  the  first  place,  one 
is  not  certain  as  to  how  much  of  that  161,000/.  still 
remains  for  interest  to  be  charged  upon  it.  It  would 
appear  that  the  debt  was  incurred  some  ye>ars  ago, 
because  it  says  here  in  column  3  that  the  markets 
are  held  by  the  corporation  under  the  Local  Act  of 
1866,  that  is  21  years  aga  That  gives  time  for  the 
paying  off  of  a  considerable  portion  of  this  161,000/., 
and  1  should  be  disposed  to  doubt  whether  the  whole 
of  that  161,000/.  is  now  bearing  interest. 


Mr,  WiHiam 

Autpistua 

CassotifF.S.S. 

7  Dec.  1887. 
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Mr.  IVtlham        353^  jg  {^^  ^q^  ^j^g  practice  to  make  an  equal  pay- 
C(M5on^*S  S    ™^°^^  ^^  ^  ^^*^  during  the  whole  period  ot  the  loan  ? 

_j '  '  *  — Yes  ;  that  would  be  so. 

7  Dec.  1887.         864.  Then,  if  so,  although  there  has  been  a  sinking 

fund,  the  payment  goes  on  just  the  same  for  a  period 

of  probably  60  years  ? — True ;  but  then  that  annual 
payment  would  not  include  interest  on  the  whole  sum, 
it  would  only  include  interest  on  such  portion  of  it  as 
remained  unliquidated. 

865.  I  think  not  ? — Or  elae  there  would  be  more 
paid  than  the  loan, 

866.  The  usual  practise^  as  I  take  it,  is  this :  that 
you  do  not  reduce  year  by  year  the  amount  according 
to  what  you  set  aside  as  sinking  fund  ? — In  all  oases 
loans  are  not  paid  off  by  sinking  fund,  but  sometimes 
by  direct  instalments  of  principal  and  interest. 

867.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  what  is  done 
in  the  caee  of  Bradford  ? — ^I  have  none  as  to  how  this 
loan  is  being  paid  off. 

868.  Then  how  do  you  get,  may  I  ask,  at  the 
statement  that  they  do  make  a  profit  of  4,000/.  or 
5,000/.,  because  the  figures  look  to  me  very  different  ? 
— What  I  stated  was  Siat  if  a  profit  of  5,000/.  is  made 

'  it  goes  to  the  subsidising  of  the  rates.  That  was  a 
hypothetical  case ;  but  Bradford  is  an  actual  case  in 
which  a  considerable  profit  is  made  by  some  one. 

869.  I  cannot  see  where  it  is  made ;  however,  we 
shall  get  at  the  figures  hereafter.  Have  you  any 
means  of  knowing  the  amount  realised  by  the  com- 
modities sold  in  Bradford  Market  during  the  year  ?— • 
No,  I  have  no  information  upon  that  point. 

870.  Then,  I  suppose,  you  cannot  tell  me,  supposing 
that  a  remission  of  4,000/.  or  5,000/.  were  made,  what 
propoition  that  would  bear  to  the  amount  of  sales  of 
commodities  ? — No. 

871.  You  cannot'  tell  me  whether,  supposing  that 
remission  were  made,  it  could  amount  to  enough  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  commodities,  or  whether  it 
would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  dealers  in  the  market  ? 
—Of  course,  my  contention  would  be,  that  so  long  as 
there  is  free  competition,  and  the  number  of  dealers  in 
the  market  is  not  limited,  so  that  they  could  form  a 
ring,  the  price  of  commodities  is  bound  to  go  down  so 
soon  as  anything  which  is  equivalent  to  a  tax  upon 
the  commodities  is  remitted. 

872.  But  you  do  not  know  what  proportion  is  borne 
by  this  4,000/.  or  5,000/.  a  year  to  the  enormoms  sum 
that  is  obtained  in  the  markets  ? — -No. 

873v^  Therefore  you  cannot  tell  how  small  a  remis- 
sion would  answer  the  4,000/.  or  5,000/.  ? — ^No,  I  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  that. 

874.  I  think  you  rather  contemplated  its  going  into 
the  pockets  of  the  vendors  dealing  in  the  markets, 
that  is  to  say,  that  they  can  sell  their  goods,  minus 
the  reduction  in  the  toll;  that  is  to  say  they  ar^ 
charged  a  smaller  amount  of  toll.  Supposing  that 
they  cannot  reduce  the  price  of  their  goods  by  that 
amount  it  would  be  so  much  given  to  me  vendors  in 
the  markets,  of  course  ? — It  turns  upon  what  are  the 
laws  governing  the  incidence  of  such  taxation. 

875.  It  is  the  simplest  point  in  the  world;  if  it 
does  not  go  to  the  consumers  it  goes  to  the  dealers  in 
the  market  ? — Yes ;  but  I  should  not  admit  that  it  does 
not  go  to  the  consumers  if  there  is  free  competition. 
If  there  is  not  free  competition  it  might  be  pocketed 
by  some  of  the  salesmen  who  formed  the  monopolists ; 
but  so  long  as  it  is  not  a  monopoly,  and  anyone  could 
come  there  and  compete  with  those  persons  who  are 
the  sellers,  then  the  remission  made  by  the  corporation 
would  necessarily  go  to  the  consumer  by  the  operation 
of  the  free  competition. 

876.  Still  it  is  perfectly  possible  that  it  would  go 
into  the  hands  of  the  market  people  who  come  in  and 
use  the  market  ? — It  is  possible  if  you  limit  the  number 
of  people  who  can  come  in  ;  but  my  contention  is  that 
all  markets  should  be  free  to  everyone,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  as  they  are  now.  Take  the  City  of 
London  Market,  Smithfield  Market,  or  take  such  a 
market  as  Leeds,  where  there  is  only  a  certain  place 
called  the  market  hall ;  that  is  divided  up  into  shops. 


and  there  is  only  accommodation  for  a  certain  number 
of  people. 

877.  I  want  to  ascertain  whether,  supposing  that 
the  remission  does  go  into  the  hands  of  the  market 
dealers,  you  consider  that  an  improvement  and  a  fair 
thing  to  the  shopkeepers  in  the  town  ? — My  view  is 
that  the  market  should  be  really  in  competition  against 
the  shopkeepers  of  a  town,  and  that  it  should  be  a 
raeai^  of  doing  away  with  such  shopkeepers  in  the 
town  as  may  not  have  any  locus  standi ;  that  is  to  say, 
shopkeepers  who  are  dealing  in  commodities,  such  as 
butchers'  meat  and  agricultural  produce,  and  things 
which  could  be  sold  cheaper  and  more  readily  in  the 
market.  Those  shopkeepers,  except  so  far  as  they 
have  a  private  trade  of  their  own,  would  find  the 
naarket  in  competition  with  them;  and  the  natural 
results  would  be  that  such  of  them  as  were  unneces- ' 
sary  wovJd  die  out, 

878.  All  the  shopkeepers  pay  rates,  of  course? — 
They  do. 

879.  Those  people  outside  pay  no  rates  ? — No,  that 
is  so. 

880.  Do  you  thmk  it  a  fair  thing,  then,  that  out- 
siders who  contribute  nothing  to  the  expenses  of  the 
borough  should  have  a  place  provided  for  them  free, 
or  as  nearly  free  as  possible,  and  should  thereby  get 
an  advantage  over  the  shopkeeper  who  does  pay  the 
rates  ? — That  is  really  an  argument  which,  if  I  may 
be  permitted  to  say  so,  has  been  urged  in  favour  of 
the  imposition  of  protective  tariffs  in  international 
trade.  It  is  urged  that  shopkeepers  and  people  in 
England  want  protection  against  the  foreigner  who 
comes  into  our  country  to  sell,  and  does  not  pay  any 
of  our  rates  and  taxes.  My  reply  would  be  that  those 
people  who  come  into  the  market  with  their  goods 
may  be  presumed  to  have  already  paid  their  rates  and 
taxes  in  places  where  they  come  from ;  and  there  is 
no  reasdtt  why  we  should  increase  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  commodities  by  imposing  what  is  virtually  a 
tax  upon  those  commoditiee  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing a  number  of  tradesmen  who  are  middlemen  and 
distributors,  and  who  are  really  in  excess  of  the  actual 
demand  which  the  community  has  for  distributors. 

881.  But  then  you  must  remember  that  these 
outside  persons  get  the  advaiitage  of  the  market  hall 
and  of  the  other  accommodati(Hi  which  has  been  pro- 
vided, of  eourse,  at  some  time  or  another  by  the 
inhabitaiits  P-^^My  contention  is  that  market  tolls,  and 
rents,  and  should  not  be  wholly  remitted ;  and  that 
the  people  who  come  into  the  market  and  enjoy  ,the 
accommodation  should  still  pay  so  much  of  the  charge 
that  is  now  levied  as  represents  rent,  because  rent  is 
an  item  which,  taken  as  a  general  rule,  does  not  enter 
into  the  cost  of  production,  and  rent  therefore  falls 
upon  the  seller.  I  would  still  let  it  fall  upon  him,  and 
he  would  not  be  then  in  unfair  competition  with  the 
local  tradesm^i,  but  would  only  be  a  serious  competitor 
so  far  as  the  local  tradesmen,  by  their  number  being 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  needs  of  the  town,  have 
invested  qiore  capital  than  the  needs  of  the  trade 
require,  and  were  necessarily  compelled  to  exact 
higher  profits  than  would  be  otherwise  necessary, 

882.  How  would  you  get  at  the  rents  that  should 
be  paid  ? — Free  competition  would  settle  that ;  not 
competiti<m  such  as  there  is  at  present  where  there  is 
a  market  hall,  as  in  the  City,  which  is  insufficient  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  salesmen.  In  the  Smithfield 
Meat  Market  all  the  shops  have,  I  believe,  for  years 
been  let,  and  a  person  has  the  greatest  difiiculty  in 
getting  a  shop.  Competition  there  runs  those  shops 
up  to  a  very  excessive  rent.  Under  the  old  system 
when  a  market-place  became  insufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  market  it  was  lawful  to  extend  the  market  into 
the  adjoining  streets,  and  that  was  most  recently 
recognised  in  the  Spitalfields  Market  case.  There  the 
courts  recognised  that  if  the  limits  of  the  square  were 
insufficient  for  the  market  needs  the  market  might  be 
cai?ried  into  the  adjoining  streets,  and  so  free  com- 
petition atmong  the  intending  tenapts  still  rules. 
That  is,  how  I  would  get  at  the  actual  rent — by 
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having  the  market  accommodation  as  a  matter  of  fact 
in  excess  of  the  demands  for  the  time  heing. 

883.  In  calculating  your  rent  you  aim  at  gaining  a 
particular  sum,  I  suppose  ;  is  it  to  cover  the  cost  of 
management,  or  what  besides  ? — Rent  is,  taken 
generally,  a  charge  for  the  use  of  land  and  premises. 
What  people  would  be  willing  to  pay  and  could  afford 
to  pay  out  of  the  profits  that  they  made  in  their 
busmess  would  be  settled  by  themselves  in  competi- 
tion, and  I  intended  later  in  my  evidence  to  suggest 
how  that  subject  should  be  dealt  with.  Perhaps  I 
may  continue  my  explanation  now  rather  than  bring 
it  in  afterwards.  In  suggesting,  as  1  intended  to 
later  on,  that  markets  should  be  free  except  so  far 
as  this  charge  for  rent  was  made,  my  desire  was  to 
suggest  that  the  rent,  which  forms  the  income  of  the 
corporation  or  other  body  owning  the  market,  should 
be  devoted  to  paying  the  charges  of  management  and 
the  cost  of  repairing  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
instead  of  devoting  the  rent  to  the  subsidising  of  the 
rates  they  should  devote  that  rent  to  the  cost  of  man- 
agement ;  and  it  would  generally  be  found  tliat  the 
rent  would  bo  sufficient  to  pay  all  costs  of  keeping 
the  property  in  repair,  and  of  collecting  the  rents  and 
looking  afler  the  market. 

884.  Then  would  you  limit  it  strictly  to  such  a 
requirement?  Supposing  that  after  all  it  produces 
a  profit  beyond  that,  w^Eit  then? — I  would  suggest 
that  it  would  be  desirable  that  that  profit  should  be 
formed  into  a  separate  fund  to  be  devoted  to  some 
similar  purposes  to  that  from  which  it  was  derived, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  given  in  subsidising  the 
rates.  1  may  be  permitted,  perhaps,  to  instance  a 
case  very  much  in  point,  that  is  the  Borough  Market. 
I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about  the  markets 
in  London  beyond  just  incidentally  referring  to  this 
case.  A  salesman  in  the  Borough  Market  tells  me 
that  the  trustees  of  the  Borough  Market  say  that  they 
have  taken  counsel's  opinion,  and  that  they  find  they 
have  no  power  to  utilise  the  large  surplus  at  their 
disposal  for  the  extension  of  the  market,  although  the 
market  is  already  very  much  in  need  of  improvement 
and  extension.  The  net  profit  which  is  made  is 
7,000/.  n  year,  and  that  is  paid  apparently  under  the 
terms  of  a  Local  Act  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish  in  which  the  market  is  situated.  So  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  particular  parish  have  their 
rates  subsidised  to  the  extent  of  7,000/.  at  the  expense 
of  the  trade  of  the  whole  of  the  south  of  London,  or 
whatever  part  of  London  happens  to  deal  at  this 
particular  market.  That  is  the  abuse  which  I  would 
urge  needs  to  be  remedied. 

885.  {Mr.  C Harrington.)  The  experience  of  the 
City  of  London,  as  we  heard  yesterday,  was  that  they 
make  uo  profit  in  their  markets,  but  that  the  expenses 
of  management  and  the  interest  of  the  money  bor- 
rowed to  form  the  market  eat  up  all  the  tolls,  and 
that  the  rates  get  no  benefit  from  them;  though  in 
the  isolated  case  of  the  Spitalfields  Market,  which  is 
not  a  city  market  but  is  in  private  hands,  there  is 
a  large  revenue  made? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
anything  in  reference  to  the  markets  belongmg  to 
the  city  because,  although  I  have  a  good  deal  of 
inlormation  upon  that  subject,  I  do  not  propose  to 
touch  anything  that  concerns  London. 

886.  {Mr.  LiUle.)  Eeferring  to  the  Borough 
Market  and  the  profit  of  7,000/.,  which  goes  to  the 
ratepayers,  would  it  not  be  the  fact  that  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  market  itself  the 
ratepayers  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood  would  be 
put  to  expense  in  consequence  of  the  roads  being 
used  by  heavy  traffic  to  and  from  this  market,  be- 
cause ail  those  who  come  to  the  market  use  the  roads 
that  are  provided  to  the  market  ? — ^That  is  so  ;  but, 
of  course,  that  would  be  simply  an  argument  for  the 
reimpocdtion  of  turnpike  toUs. 

887.  It  would  not  necessarily  lead  to  that.  I  think 
I  understood  you  to  say,  in  answer  to  Lord  Derby,  that 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  grantee  of  a  market 
should  get  anything  more  than  repaid  him  for  his  ex- 
penditure in  providing  acoommodatioDy  and  in  guard- 
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ing  the  market  and  establishing  a  court  ? — As  I  under-     Mr.  WUUam 
stand  it,  the  original  intention  of  the  grant  was  that       Augwlmt 
certain  duties  should  be  performed  by  the  individual    Co—on,  F.S.S. 
to  whom  the  grant  was  made,  and  that  in  return  for       riZTTooy 
those  duties  there  was  a  right  to  demand  tolls  from  '        ' 

people  cx)ming  to  the  market. 

888.  I  am  not  questioning  the  correlative  duties 
which  devolved  upon  the  owner  of  the  market,  but 
can  you  show  that  it  was  not  intended  as  a  privilege 
and  as  a  source  of  profit  to  the  grantee  in  early  times  ? 
— I  think  to  some  extent  it  was  intended  as  a  source  of 
profit,  and  especially  so  far  as  stallages  and  piccages, 
and  other  similar  rights,  were  concerned.  Take  for 
instance  the  case  of  a  ferry.  A  man  was  granted  the 
exclusive  right  of  a  ferry  across  a  certain  part  of  a 
river.  That  obviously  carried  with  it  a  duty,  and 
there  could,  be  no  income  from  the  ferry  so  long  as  no 
one  was  ferried  across.  It  seems  probably  to  have 
been  contemplated  when  the  ferry  was  granted  to  any 
individual  that  he  should  make  a  certain  profit  to  him- 
self; but  there  w6re  limitations  imposed  continually  as 
to  the  charge  which  he  could  make  for  taking  people 
across,  and  he  was  entitled  to  keep  all  the  balance, 
and  so,  I  think,  it  would  be  with  markets. 

889.  You  Hre  aware  that  where  a  market  was  esta- 
blished the  owner  of  it  was  very  careful  to  prevent,  if 
he  possibly  could,  another  market  being  established 
anywhere  near  ? — ^Yea. 

890.  The  corporations  and  the  monastic  houses  that 
got  markets  granted  looked  with  great  jealousy  upon 
the  grant  of  any  market  near,  did  they  not  ? — Yes. 

89L  And  probably  we  may  assume  that  there  was 
a  profit  even  in  those  days  ? — Undoubtedly.  As  soon 
as  a  man  got  the  market  rights  he  tried  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  them. 

892.  (Mr.  Charring  ton.)  You  would  not  recom- 
mend that  a  market  should  be  so  absolutely  free  as  to 
throw  the  expenses  of  superintendence  and  cleansing, 
and  so  forth,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ? — I 
would  not. 

893.  That  would  hardly  be  fair? — Certainly  not. 
There  again  I  was  intending  to  deal  with  that  ques- 
tion later.  I  have  a  precedent,  and  one  which  may 
be  regarded,  perhaps,  as  a  very  good  precedent,  in 
favour  of  the  contention  that  markets  should  be  wholly 
free ;  and  that  is,  a  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1826  on  the  Tolls  and  Customs 
in  Ireland.  All  the  abuses  then  existing  in  Ireland 
were  gone  into,  and  the  Commii.tee,  after  suggesting 
that  a  law  should  be  enacted  reforming  the  then 
existing  law  in  reference  to  tolls,  concluded  by  saying  : 
"  Your  Committee  anticipate  the  most  beneficial  con- 
"  sequences  from  requiring  the  grantees  and  patentees 
"  of  the  Crown  themselves  to  sign  and  furnish  the 
**  schedule  of  their  claims,  subject  to  the  supervision 
"  and  correction  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
**  Your  Committee  trust  that  these  persons  will,  before 
''  they  make  such  returns,  inquire  cautiously  what  are 
"  their  legal  rights,  and  will  exclude  from  the  sche- 
'^  dule  every  demand  which  is  not  fairly  sustainable. 
'^  A  collateral  benefit  may  arise  from  this  enactment, 
^^  and  the  honourable  example  already  given  by  some 
'^  persons,  and  by  a  corporation  entitled  to  toll,  who 
"  have  waived  their  rights,  may  perhaps  in  other 
^'  cases  be  imitated.  When  it  is  considered  that 
^'  these  burthens  cannot  but  j^check  the  improvement 
**  of  the  country,  by  restraining  trade,  and  discouraging 
'^  the  division  of  labour,  and  when  it  is  also  recolleeted 
<^  that  the  greater  number  of  grantees  and  patentees 
'^  are  also  proprietors  of  estates  in  the  neighbourhoods 
'^  of  the  fairs,  markets,  and  ports  where  such  tolls  are 
<^  demanded,  it  may  perhaps  be  found  that  a  full 
''  equivalent  for  the  tolls  abandoned  would  be  found 
'^  in  the  improvement  of  the  cities  and  towns  them- 
"  selves,  wherein  free  markets  would  then  be  estab- 
^^  lished,  and  of  the  lands  in  their  vicinity.  This  is, 
"  however,  a  consideration  for  the  proprietora  of  tolls 
"  themselves ;  the  duty  of  the  legislature  is  to  guard 
**  against  undue  or  illegal  exaction,  and  to  afford,  as 
<<  far  as  is  possible,  to  the  poorest  classes  of  the  com- 
^'  munity  a    protection    fn>m    any    unjustifiable    or 
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''  ekorbitant  demand*  This  becomes  the  more  neces- 
"  sary,  as  these  claims,  objectionable  as  they  now  are, 
'^  must  become  still  more  onerous  in  proportion  as 
''  Ireland  advances  in  industry  and  manufactui^s. 
^^  The  exaction  of  improper  tolls  and  customs  has  been 
"  brought  under  the  notice  of  Parliament  by  the 
"  Reports  of  the  Select  Committees  of  both  Houses. 
'^  Your  Committee  agree  in  thinking  the  subject  to  be 
'*  one  requiring  the  most  serious  and  the  earliest 
**  attention." 

894.  (Mr.  Childers,)  Putting  aside  for  the  moment 
that  suggestion  of  the  Committee,  your  opinion  I  take 
to  be  this :  that  on  the  one  hand  we  have  tdls  paid 
on  produce,  and  stallages  or  rents,  or  whatever  they 
are  called,  paid  by  the  people  who  de^  in  the  market ; 
and  you  think  that  the  amount  of  those  two  together 
should,  witli  a  reasonable  margin,  be  equal  to  the 
current  expenditure  on  the  market,  an  interest  and 
sinking  fund  on  what  has  been  borrowed  to  erect  it  ? 
— ^That  is  my  view. 

895.  You  do  not  think  that  less  should  be  charged 
than  will  produce  such  an  amount,  but  you  do  not 
think  that  more  should  be  charged,  to  go  in  aid  of 
some  other  object  ? — That  is  my  contention  ;  but  I 
would  further  urge  that  so  soon  as  the  sinking  fund 
has  extinguished  the  capital' charge,  then  the  tolls 
should  be  remitted  to  sucii  an  extent  as  will  cover  the 
current  expenditure. 

896.  Then  the  tolls  and  stallages  or  rents,  or  what- 
ever they  are  called,  should  be  brought  down  so  as  to 
leave  only  a  i*easonable  margin  above  the  annual  ex- 
penditure ? — That  is  so ;  and  I  draw  a  distinction 
between  stallages  and  rents  (which  may  be  all  classified 
as  rents)  and  tolls,  which  are  clearly  recognised  as  a 
tax  upon  the  commodities. 

897.  The  tolls  should  go  first  ?— The  tolls  should 
go  first ;  and  I  should  suggest  that  the  time  may  come 
when  there  would  be  no  toll  whatever  levied,  and  the 
only  charge  would  be  the  charge  lor  standing  in  the 
market. 

898.  But  you  have  no  wish  that  the  amount  of 
those  rents,  or  whatever  they  are  called,  should  be  less 
than  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  local  body,  plus 
the  interest  on  capital,  and  plus  a  fair  sinking  fund, 
while  that  interest  and  sinking  fund  have  to  be  paid  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  my  contention. 

890.  (Sir  Thotnas  Martineau.)  Then  rent  may 
disappear  altogether,  except  as  to  management  ? — ^No, 
the  rent  would  never  disappear. 

900.  Except  as  to  management?  —  The  cost  of 
management  would  ultimately  be  paid  out  of  the  rent; 
it  is  the  extra  charges  for  cost  of  management  which 
would  disappear. 

901.  (Mr.  Chillier s.)  The  rents  would  disappear, 
except  so  much  as  was  necessary  to  meet  the  cost  of 
management  ? — I  beg  your  pardon ;  I  understood  that 
the  question  was  that  rents  would  wholly  disappear, 
and  that  only  the  cost  of  management  would  remain, 
I  put  it  the  other  way  :  that  rent  should  be  the  item 
always  to  remain,  but  that  it  should  be  devoted  to 
paying  the  cost  of  management. 

902.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Supposing  that  the 
debt  is  paid  off"  you  would  then  only  charge  to  the 
market  dealers  such  rents  as  would  pay  the  cost  of 
management,  with  a  reasonable  margin  ? — That  is  so ; 
but,  of  course,  I  do  not  want  to  be  misunderstood  as 
saying  that  the  rent  should  only  be  fixed  upon  that 
basis,  because  then  the  rent  might  happen  to  be  lower 
than  rents  for  similai-  accommodation,  say,  for  the 
same  extent  of  land  in  another  part  of  the  town, 
and  that  I  would  not  have.  Hent  is  a  thing  which 
should  be  the  same  over  the  whole  of  the  town,  except, 
i)i  course,  as  regards  situation,  and  so  on.  The  rent  is 
a  thing  which  will  settle  itself  so  long  as  free  com- 
petition exists. 

.903.  (Mr.  Childers.)  In  that  case  you  would  have 
no  objection  to  a  profit  being  apparently  made  on  the 
mai*ket  account,  and  going  to  the  reduction  of  the 
town  charges,  provided  that  it  was  out  of  rent  bearing 
a  fair  proportion  to  the  rents  of  the  neighbouring 
premises  ? — Exactly,  so  long,  of  course,  as  there  is 


free'  competition ;  that  is  to  say,  they  must  provide 
fresh  market  accommodation  as  soon  as  it  is  needed. 

904.  (Chairman*)  Can  you  state  the  provisions  of 
the  Weighing  of  Cattle  Act  of  last  session  ? — Roughly 
speaking,  the  enactment  is  that  no  tolls  shall  be  taken 
m  a  market  where  no  weighing  machine  is  provided. 
There  is  apparently  one  shortcoming  about  the  Act, 
and  it  is  this :  that  if  there  is  any  market  where  tolls 
are  not  taken  at  present  there  is  still  no  obligation  to 
provide  a  weighing  machine;  that,  for  instance,  if 
stallages  and  rents  are  the  only  charges  taken,  and  the 
nuu:ket  is  toll  free,  the  owner  of  the  inarket  is  not 
required  to  provide  a  weighing  machine.  Then  there 
is  another  point  in  reference  to  that  Act,  and  that  is 
that  it  works  in  direct  opposition  to  the  present 
arrangements  as  regards  settling  the  value  of  the 
market  rights.  Under  this  Act,  of  course,  the  market 
owners  are  desirous  of  depreciating  the  value  of  their 
tolls,  so  that  they  may  be  exempt  from  the  provision 
as  to  weighing  machines,  and  yet  one  would  find  so 
soon  as  the  local  authority  desired  to  purchase  these 
rights  that  the  tolls  would  be  held  at  their  highest 
vidue. 

905.  There  are  cases,  I  believe,  where  tolls  are 
taken  in  kind  ? — That  is  so. 

906.  Can  you  state  any  such  cases  ? — ^I  can,  spe- 
cially under  charters.  Many  old  charters  gave  the 
right  to  dip  into  sacks  of  com  and  take  out  a  certain 
quantity  as  the  market  toll.  Those  rights  to  some 
extent  still  exist,  especially  ini  the  case  of  marked  in 
the  hands  of  private  owners.  But  where  the  market 
is  transferred  to  the  local  authority  it  is  usual  to  sub- 
stitute a  fixed  money  payment  in  lieu  of  those 
charges. 

907.  I  presume  that  where  tolb  are  taken  in  kind 
the  amount  is  fixed  ? — It  is. 

908.  (Mr.  Little.)  Could  you  give  us  a  particular 
instance  of  the  sort  of  thing  that  id  taken  ? — Helston, 
in  Cornwall,  I  would  cite  as  one  case  that  I  know  of. 

909.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Is  that  a  municipal 
borough  ? — It  is.  There  their  charter  grants  tolls  in 
kind,  and  they  have,  I  believe,  substituted  a  money 
payment  for  them,  because  they  found  a  difficulty  in 
taking  them. 

910.  (Mr.  Little.)  But  could  you  tell  us  of  one 
case  where  at  the  present  time  the  toll  is  actually 
taken  in  kind,  and  what  were  the  articles  tolled,  and 
what  quantities  were  taken  ? — I  am  afraid  that  at  the 
present  time  the  instance  of  Helston  does  not  hold 
good  ;  but  within  a  few  years  the  toll  was  actually 
taken  in  kind  in  that  market. 

911.  What  were  the  articles  sold? — Corn  in  par- 
ticular. 

912.  Would  butter  be  sold  ?— No. 

913.  Or  eggs? — No, only  corn  ;  they  usually  mixed 
up  all  the  corn  they  took,  and  sold  it  for  what  they 
could. 

914.  Did  they  take  it  with  a  dish,  or  with  the 
hand  ? — Some  of  the  charters  that  I  have  come  across 
say  that  they  may  take  as  much  as  the  hand  will  hold, 
and  so  on.  Of  course  the  amount  might  vary  with 
the  size  of  the  hand. 

915.  (Chairman.)  May  we  not  assume  that  the 
custom  of  taking  tolls  in  kind  is  obsolete,  and  is 
dying  out  of  itself? — Yes,  I  think  so.  • 

916.  Where  money  tolls  are  taken,  are  they  fixed 
and  definite  in  all  cases  ? — No,  they  are  not,  especially 
in  cases  where  the  rights  are  in  the  hands  of  private 
owners.  It  is  customary  in  such  cases  for  toll  takers 
to  compromise  with  people,  and  take  one  toll  from 
one  man  and  another  toll  from  another  man  ;  and  I 
would  instance  the  case  of  Chard.  There  there  was 
a  police  court  case  where  a  man  was  prosecuted  for 
refusing  to  pay  the  toll.  The  representative  of  the 
owner  said  that  one  shilling  was  the  proper  payment^ 
but  he  was  empowered  to  take  a  smaller  amount  if  he 
liked.  In  this  particular  case  he  had,  I  think, 
demanded  sixpence.  There  are  many  similar  cases 
that  I  have  come  across.  Chard  is  a  borough,  and  it 
is,  mentioned  on  page  22  of  the  return.     The  tolls 
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were  let^  and  it  was  the  lessee  and  not  the  private 
owner  that  took  these  proceedings. 

917.  {Mr.  Little,)  Speaking  of  cases  where  the 
tolls  are  not  fixed  in  amount,  do  you  know  of  any 
cases  where  a  larger  toll  is  demanded  from  a  man 
coming  from  outside  that  immediate  neighbourhood 
than  from  a  neighbour  ? — I  do  not  think  I  can  mention 
a  case  of  the  kind.  I  know  generally  than  there  are 
such  cases. 

918.  {Chairman.)  In  the  case  you  have  mentioned 
where  a  toll  was  fixed  at  a  shilHng,  but  power  was 
given  to  take  less,  I  presume  there  is  no  power  to 
take  more  than  the  amount  legally  fixed  ? — I  do  not 
think  there  would  be,  but  of  course  where  the  toll 
taker  is  left  in  possession  of  such  discretion,  and  the 
individual  who  has  to  pay  the  toll  has  no  ready  means 
of  ascertaining  what  toll  it  is  that  he  has  to  pay,  he 
may  very  often  be  mulcted  in  more  than  the  proper 
toll 

919.  Do  you  contend  that  because  the  toll  taker 
has  a  right  to  remit  a  part  of  the  toll,  where  he  thinks 
that  there  is  reason  for  so  doing,  therefore  he  has  a 
right  to  increase  it  arbitrarily  ? — I  do  not  think  he 
has  the  right  certainly,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  think 
he  does  so.  In  answer  to  the  question  that  was  just 
put  to  me  whether  there  are  cases  where  a  greater 
toll  is  taken  than  that  which  is  proper,  I  would  say 
that  I  think  there  are  many  such  cases. 

920.  I  presume  that  in  all  such  cases  anyone  resist- 
ing the  toll  would  have  his  remedy  in  a  court  of  law  ? 
— Yes,  if  it  were  a  market  to  which  the  ISIarkets  and 
Fairs  Clauses  Act  applies.  Otherwise  his  only 
remedy  would  be  to  wait  until  the  toll  was  sued  for. 

921.  You  have  something,  I  believe,  to  say  to  us  as 
to  ilie  statutory  enactments  bearing  on  tolls  levied  by 
local  authorities  ? — By  section  167  of  tlie  Public 
Health  Act,  local  authorities  who  levy  tolls  are  re- 
quired to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  the  lists  of  tolls  are  then  required  by  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  to  be  fixed  up  in  a 
prominent  position  in  the  market-place. 

922.  Is  that  obligation  enforced  as  a  general  rule  ? 
— As  a  general  rule  it  is  supposed  to  be  enforced;  but 
so  far  as  my  experience  has  gone  in  looking  into  the 
markets  in  any  town  that  I  have  gone  to,  I  have 
found  that  it  is  quite  the  exception  for  the  list  of  tolls 
to  be  fixed  up  prominently  in  the  market-place  ;  and 
particularly  where  the  market  is  held  in  the  open  street, 
or  in  the  market-place,  one  very  rarely,  if  ever,  sees 
the  list  of  tolls  put  up,  and  even  if  it  is  put  up,  the 
list  of  tolls  that  one  does  see  does  not  tally  with  the 
tolls  that  are  taken. 

923.  Can  you  give  any  instances  of  this  ? — I  will 
take  a  case  very  near  to  London,  the  case  of  the 
market  of  the  Bromley  Local  Board  in  Kent.  I  have 
myself  been  in  that  market,  and  I  have  seen  the  toll 
taker  taking  tolls  ;  I  have  looked  for  the  list  of  tolls, 
but  I  was  unable  to  find  any  list  of  tolls  fixed  up  in 
the  market.  The  Hereford  Corporation  Market  would 
be  another  instance.     Watford  would  be  another. 

924.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Is  the  Bromley  Market  a 
local  authority's  market  ? — It  is.  Watford,  I  think,  is 
a  lord  of  the  manor's  market. 

925.  (Chairfnan.)  Have  you  any  other  cases  to 
give  to  the  Commission  ? — Those  are  all  that  I  could 
mention  now,  but  there  are  a  good  many  others. 

926.  Do  the  enactments  which  you  have  mentioned 
apply  to  markets  belonging  to  private  owners  ?^-They 
do  not. 

927.  How  are  the  charges  regulated  in  regard  to 
such  markets? — Generally  by  the  terms  of  their 
charters,  and  by  the  custom  of  the  manor. 

928.  (Sir  Thomas  Martifieau.)  What  remedy  would 
you  propose  for  this  breach  of  the  statutory  provi- 
sions ? — That  the  tolls,  stallages,  and  rents  should  not 
be  payable  unless  the  charge  is  clearly  exhibited  in 
the  market,  so  that  all  may  pay  alike. 

929.  (Chairfnan.)  Can  you  give  us,  speaking  gene- 
rally, any  instances  where  the  power  oi:  levying  tolls 
when  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities  nas  been 
abused  ? — I  would  point  to  one  instance  in  the  borough 


rf  Chorley,  in  Lancashirft,  where  they  take  tolls  in 
the  wholesale  market  on  goods  introduced  into  the 
market  for  sale  by  wholesale,  and  they  make  a  rule 
that  after  the  time  comes  for  the  closing  of  the  whole- 
sale market  any  goods  remaining  unsold  by  wholesale 
shall  then  pay  another  toll,  although  they  still  remain 
in  the  market,  for  sale  by  retail.  In  the  discussion  of 
this  question  it  appeared  that  wholesale  dealers  who, 
for  instance,  brought  in  a  waggon  load  of  cabbages 
or  other  vegetables  and  found  a  portion  of  them  un- 
sold at  a  certain  time,  were  in  the  habit  rather  than 
take  them  back  again  of  selling  the  goods  to  the  poor 
of  the  town  for  what  they  would  fetch.  It  was  urged 
that  this  was  a  serioud  hardship  upon  the  stall  holders 
and  people  who  rented  shops  in  the  market,  because 
their  trade  in  cabbages  was  literally  done  away  with, 
and  the  poor  were  able  to  get  those  things  very  cheap. 
Consequently  it  was  attempted  to  fix  a  sepai-ate  toll 
on  the  sale  of  those  goods  by  retail,  which  would  then 
bring  the  price  to  something  about  the  same  as  the 
stall  holders  could  sell  at.  The  result  was,  of  courso, 
to  deprive  the  poor  of  the  town  of  the  opportunity  of 
getting  food  cheap  when  there  was  a  glut  in  the 
market.  Then  there  was  another  case.  In  Manchested 
the  corporation  take  tolls  from  people  who  attend 
their  markets,  but  they  also  take  tolls  from  people 
outside  of  the  markets,  people  who  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  market ;  and  I  have  it  in  a  letter 
here  that  the  markets  committee  collect  tolls  in  the 
streets  outside  the  market,  and,  in  fact,  all  over  the 
town,  from  a  number  of  old  men  and  women  who  by 
selling  coffee,  herb  beer,  and  cakes  manage  to  eke  out 
a  living  by  supplying  workpeople  who  have  to  gc 
early  to  work  with  refreshment.  That,  I  would  urge, 
is  an  altogether  illegal  taking  of  the  toll.  Then  again, 
at  Market  Drayton  toll  is  charged  on  all  vegetables, 
though  there  they  are  sold  in  the  open  street,  and  no 
accommodation  is  given.  In  Manchester,  again,  fish 
hawkers  are  fined  for  selling  outside  the  market. 

930.  (Chairman,)  Do  you  speak  of  the.se  various 
practises  as  being  illegal,  or  only  as  being  in  your 
opinion  unjust  ?  Has  their  legality  ever  been  tested  ? 
— Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  But  if  it  were  a  case  of 
fixing  tolls,  of  course  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  would  deal  with  these  tolls,  would  have  no  juris- 
diction to  go  behind  the  statement  of  the  local  autho- 
rity, that  a  certain  toll  should  be  fixed,  and  their 
approval  would  at  onc^  make  the  toll  legal,  although 
the  imposition  of  that  toll  might  be  a  hardship. 

931.  (Mr.  Little.)  But  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  not  bound  to  grant  whatever  toll  is  asked 
for  by  the  local  authority,  are  they  ? — No ;  but  sec- 
tion  167  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  requires 
their  approval  to  tolls,  does  not  give  them  any  direc- 
tion as  to  the  inquiry  that  they  should  make  before 
approving  a  toll,  and  if  on  the  face  of  it  there  was 
nothing  to  arouse  their  suspicion  the  toll  would 
necessarily  be  approved. 

932.  (Chairman.)  Are  there  any  other  powers, 
such  as  the  making  of  byelaws,  which  have  to  your 
knowledge  been  abused  ? — Yes  ;  the  power  of  making 
byelaws  is  open  to  abuse  in  this  way  :  that  the  local 
authorities  impose  unreasonable  restrictions  on  tht 
trade  in  the  market,  so  as  to  compel  people  who  dc 
trade  in  the  market  to  trade  in  such  a  way  that  they 
shall  not,  as  the  tradesmen  would  think,  unfairly 
compete  with  the  tradesmen. 

933.  Can  you  give  any  instances  which  will  ex- 
plain what  you  mean? — The  instance  that  I  would 
cite  would  be  the  cases  of  Chorley,  and  also  of  War- 
rington, where  proposals  were  made  to  enact  byelaws 
requiring  the  wholesale  dealers  to  quit  the  wholesale 
market  with  their  goods  and  then  to  sell  them  in  the 
retail  market.  That  was  done,  as  I  previously  ex- 
plained, obviously  in  the  interests  of  the  retail  sellers. 

934.  Is  it  the  practice  to  levy  tolls  on  goodf 
brought  into  the  market  for  sale,  or  on  goods  sold  ?— 
It  is  usual  to  levy  the  tolls  on  the  goods  brought  into 
the  market  for  sale ;  but  in  some  cases  (and  I  would 
instance  the  market  at  Waltham  Cross)  ihe  toUs  are 
charged  on  the  goods  sold.     In  other  cases  tlui  citarters 
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Mr.  William    provide  that  the  tolls  shall  be  on  the  goods  sold.     But 

Augtuius       tiie  usual  custom  is  that  the  tolls  are  charged  on  the 

*"*^_  goods  whether  they  are  sold  or  not,  so  that  goods 

7  Dec  1887.     brought  into  the  market  two  or  three  times  would 

«_..      have  to  pay  two  or  three  tolls. 

935.  Have  jou  heard  any  complaints  as  to  that 
practice  ? — Yes ;  I  have  heard  frequent  complaints  of 
it,  because  the  people  who  bring  goods  into  the 
market  complain  that  they  have  to  pay  the  tolls 
whether  they  sell  or  not,  and  the  toll  is  levied 
whether  they  actually  take  them  into  the  market  hall 
or  market-place  or  not ;  in  fact,  it  is  an  octroi  due  on 
bringing  the  goods  into  the  town,  and  they  actually 
yay  it  whether  they  sell  them  or  not. 

936.  Is  there  anything  to  guide  the  local  authority 
in  fixing  tolls  ? — Nothing  whatever ;  there  is  no 
statutory  provision  bearing  upon  it. 

937.  There  is  no  check  whatever  ? — ^There  is  no 
check. 

938.  Is  it  the  &ct  that  a  local  authority  can  as  a 
general  rule  make  more  by  exercising  the  power  of 
levying  tolls  than  a  private  owner  can  ? — They  can, 
because  of  their  statutory  powers. 

939.  They  have  a  greater  power  of  enforcing  their 
authority  than  any  private  owner  would  have  ? — That 
is  so. 

940.  On  that  account  is  it  within  your  observation 
that  private  owners  have  been  willing  to  lease  or 
seU  their  right  of  taking  tolls  to  such  1(k»I  bodies  ? — 
Yes,  it  seems,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone, 
that  private  owners  are  more  desirous  of  leasing;  their 
rights  to  local  authorities  than  they  are  of  selling 
fhem. 

941.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  that  practice  of 
leasing  tolls  ? — ^Yes,  I  see  one  very  serious  objection. 
It  is  this.  That  a  private  owner  may  have  market 
rights  which  enable  him  to  hold  a  market  on  one  day 
in  a  week;  he  then  leases  his  rights  to  the  local 
authority,  but  before  the  local  authority  can  take 
those  rights  they  have  to  comply  with  the  terms  of 
section  166  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  enables 
them  practically  to  establish  a  market,  and  they  can 
then  make  byelaws  for  fixing  the  days  on  which 
markets  may  be  held.  Having  leased  ihe  market 
rights  from  the  lord  of  the  manor,  they  can  then  say 
that  a  market  shall  be  held  on  every  day  in  the  week, 
and  they  can  take  tolls  for  every  day  of  the  week, 
and  when  the  lease  expires  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  what  then  goes  back  to  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
The  mai-ket  has  be«n  considerably  increased  in  value, 
and  the  lord  of  the  manor  may  find  that  at  the  end 
of  the  time  he  is  in  possession  of  a  far  more  valuable 
property  than  he  was  in  possession  of  at  the  begin- 
ning; and  the  local  board  may  through  their  own 
action  have  to  pay  him  either  a  higher  rental  or  a 
very  considerably  enhanced  price  if  they  desire  to 
purchase  the  rights. 

942.  (Mr,  Charrington.)  Have  you  known  any 
instances  where  local  authorities  have  leased  a  market 
from  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  afterwards  given  it 
back  to  the  lord  of  the  .manor  ? — ^Yes.  In  the  case 
of  Leigh,  in  Lancashire,  the  lease  expired  in  October 
1885.  It  was  a  lease  that  had  run  for  21  years,  and 
the  market  rights  were  let  for  15/.  per  annum.  Lord 
lilford,  the  owner  of  the  market  rights,  now  wants 
1,500/.  for  his  rights ;  that  is  a  hundred  years'  pur- 
chase of  the  price  at  which,  21  years  ago,  the  market 
rights  had  been  let. 

943.  What  have  the  local  authorities  done  in  that 
case  ? — They  have  been  obliged  to  give  the  market 
up  to  him,  because  their  lease  had  expired ;  but  they 
have  declined  to  renew  it,  and  I  believe  that  they  are 
at  present  in  negotiation  with  him  as  to  the  terms  of 
the  purchase.  The  income  of  the  market  under  the 
'management  of  the  local  board  has  increased.  It 
was  valued  by  the  owner  at  15/.  when  he  leased  it, 
it  is  now  by  this  return  shown  to  produce  some- 
thing like  100/.,  and  he  now  wants  1,500/.  for  his 
rights. 

944.  {Chairman^  Is  that  increase  of  value  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  leased  to  the  local 


authority,  or  in  consequence  of  the  natural  growth  of 
the  place? — 1  should  say  that  it  is  owing  to  both 
causes. 

945.  Will  you  kindly  state  the  terms  of  Section  13. 
of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  1847  ?— That 
section  iprovides  that  *'  After  the  market-place  is  open 
**  for  public  use,  every  person  other  than  a  licensed 
'^  hawker  who  shall  sell  or  expose  for  sale  in  any 
**  place  within  the  prescribed  limits,  except  in  his  own 
**  dwelling-place  or  shop,  any  articles  in  respect  of 
"  which  tolls  are  by  the  special  Act  authorised  to  be 
"  taken  in  the  market,  shall  for  every  such  offence  be 
"  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  40^." 

946.  That  enactment  we  understand  is  incorporated 
with  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  and  is  in  force 
in  all  urban  districts  ;  is  not  that  so  ? — That  is  so. 

947.  Have  there  been  prosecutions  before  justices 
under  that  section  ? — There  have  been  very  frequent 
prosecutions,  and  very  frequent  threats  of  prosecution. 
I  would  only  instance  two  or  three  cases  of  it.  One 
is  Chard,  where  the  market  rights  belong  to  the 
borough,  and  ai-e  leased  to  a  cei*tain  person  who  farms 
them.  This  person  found  a  man  bringing  a  waggon 
load  of  potatoes  to  the  co-operative  stores  and  he 
demanded  6^.  as  the  toll.  The  carter  said  that  his 
master  had  told  him  to  refuse  payment,  and  he  refused 
payment.  Proceedings  were  then  taken,  and  the 
magistrates,  under  the  section  which  I  have  cited, 
convicted  the  man  for  not  having  paid  the  toll.  In 
another  town,  Hanley  (page  24),  where  the  market 
rights  belong  to  the  corporation,  they  took  proceedings 
against  some  licensed  hawkers  for  unlawfully  exposing 
filsh  for  sale  outside  the  limit  of  the  public  market  con- 
trary to  the  statute,  toll  being  chargeable  on  this  class  of 
article.  The  men  were  convicted  for  that.  In  another 
case  at  Fleetwood  (page  52),  where  the  market  rights 
belong  to  a  private  company  (and  I  believe  the  Act 
under  which  the  market  is  conducted  is  an  enactment 
very  similar  to  the  one  that  I  have  just  cited),  they 
prohibit  hawkers  from  hawking  or  selling  anything  in 
the  sti'eet,  so  that  the  people  cannot  cry  things  from 
door  to  door. 

948.  Has  any  case  been  before  the  superior  courts 
in  consequence  of  those  prosecutions  ? — There  is  one 
case,  Fearon  v.  Mitchell  (L.R.  7  Q.B.,  696  ;  41  L.  J., 
M.C.,  170 ;  27  L.T.,  n.s.,  33 ;  36  J.P.,  804).  In  that 
case  the  point  went  before  the  superior  courts,  and  it 
was  held  that  a  man  was  rightly  convicted  under  that 
section  for  an  offence  similar  to  that  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

949.  (Mr.  Little,^  That  was  for  selling  sheep  and 
cattle  in  a  hall  within  the  limits  of  the  market,  was  it 
not  ? — Yes ;  the  man  had  had  a  market  before  the  local 
board  had  established  their  market^  and  then  he  was 
convicted  for  carrying  on  his  market  after  they  had 
established  theirs.  It  is  rather  a  hard  case,  because 
he  was  there  first,  and  it  simply  illustrates  what  I 
have  previously  said,  that  thei-e  are  many  madkets 
which  purport  to  be  markets  which  are,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  not  legally  established  markets  at  all.  If  it 
had  been  a  legally  established  market  they  could  not 
have  convicted  him. 

950.  In  that  case  the  man  was  not  exacting  tolls ; 
the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged  was  selling  to 
the  detriment  of  the  local  board,  which  was  the  ownej* 
of  a  market  ? — Yes,  under  section  13.  That  is  what 
these  hawkers  were  doing. 

951.  The  hardship  upon  the  man  was  that  he  was 
not  allowed  to  sell  ? — Yes ;  that  is  my  point.  The 
hardship  is  upon  the  man  at  Chard  who  took  the 
potatoes  to  the  co-operative  stores,  and  the  hawkers  at 
Hanley,  and  upon  this  man  who  was  prosecuted  for 
selling  outside  the  market. 

952.  {Chairman,)  Is  there  auy  point  in  connexion 
with  that  case  to  which  you  wish  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commission  ? — The  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct  attention  is  this :  that  it  seems  to  me  on  a 
very  careful  consideration  of  the  terms  of  that  section 
and  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  it  may  be  very 
properly  contended  that  that  section  does  not  apply  to 
markets  held  by  local  authorities  under  the  Public 
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Health  Act,  for  this  reason.  The  section  is  one  in  an 
Act  which  was  originally  drafted  with  the  intention 
that  it  should  be  incorporated  in  any  private  Market 
Act  that  was  passed.  I  have  looked  up  the  parlia- 
mentary proceedings  when  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Glauses  Act  was  passed,  and  I  find  that  it  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
without  one  word  of  discussion.  There  seems  to  be 
DO  doubt  that  when  the  Act  was  drafted  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  incorporate  in  special  private  Market 
Acts.  Now  the  Act  is  incorporated  with  the  Public 
Health  Act,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Markets  and 
Faurs  Clauses  Act  the  expression  '*  the  special  Act " 
shall  be  held  to  mean  the  Public  Health  Act.  Section 
13  of  the  MarkeU  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  which  I 
have  just  read  says  that  after  a  market  is  opened  a 
person  shall  not  '^  sell  or  expose  for  sale  in  any  place 
'*  within  the  prescribed  limits,  except  in  his  own 
'^  dwelling-place  or  shop,  any  articles  in  respect  of 
'<  which  tolls  are  by  the  special  Act  authorised  to  be 
"  taken  in  the  market."  But  the  special  Act  does 
not  authorise  any  tolls.  As  u  rule,  private  Market 
Acts  one  finds  contain  schedules  in  which  the  whole 
of  the  tolls  are  set  out,  and  there,  of  course,  this 
arrangement  properly  applies.  But  the  Public  Health 
Act  does  not  contain  any  schedule  of  tolls,  and  it  may 
be  very  properly  contended  that  tolls  which  are  simply 
levied  by  a  local  authority  who  have  obtained  a  market 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  cannot  be  called  tolls 
authorised  by  the  Public  Health  Act.  That  point  is 
a  point  to  which,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  the  attention  of 
the  superior  courts  has  never  been  directed,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that,  at  any  rate  from  a  lega)  point  of 
view,  that  contention  is  one  worthy  of  consideration. 

953.  That  is  a  ques^tion  to  be  raised  in  a  court  of 
law,  I  apprehend  ? — Certainly. 

954.  Have  you  any  other  instances  to  mention  which 
poii)t  to  abuse  of  the  power  of  prohibiting  sales  else- 
where than  in  markets  ? — There  is  a  market  which 
was  established  under  an  Act  passed  in  1835  in  the 
town  of  Neath,  in  Glamorganshire.  That  Act  directs 
the  establishment  of  a  market,  and  enables  tolls  to  be 
taken,  and  it  setg  out  the  tolls  that  are  to  be  taken. 
The  tolls  have  been  leased  to  some  man  named 
Anthony,  and  he  issues  a  notice,  in  which  he  says, 
"  That  any  person  or  persons  found  breaking  or 
"  evading  the  provisions  of  the  Neath  Market  Act 
"  (5  &  6  Will.  4.  c.  53.),  the  same  being  a  public 
**  Act,  by  selling  or  exposing  for  sale  on  any  market 
**  day,  or  on  any  other  day  on  which  the  Neath 
**  Markets  are  open,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
<<  dise  in  any  place  within  the  said  borough  other 
"  than  the  said  markets  or  their  own  shops  or  pre- 
**  mises,  or  wilfully  allowing  any  other  market  or 
'*  markets  to  be  held  anywhere  within  the  said 
**  borough  other  than  the  existing  markets,  to  the 
"  injury  and  prejudice  of  the  undersigned,  will  be 
**  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law.'* 
His  authority  for  saying  that  is  section  30  of  the 
Neath  Market  Act.  That  section  justifies  the  para- 
graph that  he  publishes  to  the  people  trading  in  the 
town,  but  he  omits  one  very  important  passage  which 
occurs  at  the  end  of  the  section.  The  section  says 
that  the  prohibitions  which  this  Bill  mentions  shall 
be  made  ''provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
**  shall  restrain  or  prohibit  any  person  from  selling 
"  fish,  poultry,  vegetables,  eggs,  butler,  and  fruit 
''  carried  in  hand-baskets  from  door  to  door  within 
"  the  said  town."  So  that  the  inference  from  that 
is  very  clear,  that  people  may  carry  without  hin- 
drance those  goods  from  door  to  door  in  hand-baskets. 
But  I  have  the  authority  of  a  person  living  in  the 
town,  who  writes  and  tells  me  thai  people  are  not 
allowed  to  do  that.  People  living  outside  of  the 
town  are,  as  a  rule,  not  aware  of  this  proviso  in  the 
Act,  and  the  lessee  of  the  tolls  demands  the  toll  from 
every  person  who  brings  these  goods  into  the  town  to 
hawk  from  door  to  door  just  as  though  they  were 
taken  into  the  market ;  and  this  man  who  gives  the 
notice  carefully  suppresses  the  foct  that  those  people 
are  entitled  to  exemption. 


955.  Then,  on  your  statement,  the  charge  which  is 
made  is  an  illegal  charge  ? — That  is  what  I  contend. 

956.  {Mr»  Charrington,)  Has  that  case  ever  been 
before  the  magisti'ates  with  regard  to  this  practice  ? — 
Not  in  that  town  as  far  as  I  am  aware.  But  I  contend 
that  the  charges  are  equally  illegal  in  other  places. 
For  instance,  in  the  Chard  case  that  I  mentioned  the 
lessee  of  the  tolls  compromised  the  thing  with  the  man ; 
he  said,  **  I  will  not  prosecute  you  if  you  pay  me  6</.*' 

957.  {Mr.  Little.)  Was  not  that  the  case  where 
on  appeal  it  was  decided  that  the  justices  ought  to 
have  convicted  ? —Not  at  Chard.  The  man  was 
convicted  by  the  justices,  and  one  frequently  sees 
similar  cases.  I  simply  cite  this  case,  but  I  have 
seen  some  scores. 

958.  How  do  you  mean  that  it  was  illegal,  if  the 
man  was  convicted  ? — What  I  contend  is  that  it  was 
illegal  to  demand  the  toll.  Supposing  that  this  sec- 
tion applies,  it  would  be  right  to  convict  the  man, 
but  it  is  not  right  to  compromise  the  thing  with  him 
and  take  the  tcU  from  the  people.  Either  the  section 
wholly  prohibits  people  from  selling  outside  the 
market,  and  therefore  they  are  liable  to  be  convicted, 
or  they  may  «ell  outside  the  market  without  being 
liable  to  pay  any  toll.  Whereas  one  finds  all  over 
the  country  that  the  owners  of  markets,  the  local 
authorities,  and  the  lessees  are  willing  (and  of  course 
the  people  readily  fall  in  with  \i)  to  take  the  toll  and 
not  to  prosecute  a  man  ;  ho  that  under  the  threat  of 
a  prosecution  they  exact  a  toll,  to  which  I  contend 
they  are  not  legally  entitled. 

959.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  that  question 
could  be  very  easily  raised,  could  it  not,  under  the 
39th  section  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  ? — 
I'hat  section  only  refers  to  disputes. 

960.  There  would  be  a  dispute  directly  ? — ^As  a 
rule,  of  course,  these  people  would  rather  pay  the 
twopence  than  fight  the  question. 

961.  {Mr.  Little,)  I  do  not  understand  the  appli- 
cation of  that  to  the  case  of  Chard,  where  the  man 
refused  to  pay,  and  the  case  came  before  the  magi- 
strates and  was  decided  against  him.  I  cannot 
understand  that  being  described  until  that  decision 
was  reversed  as  an  illegal  toll? — I  do  not  describe 
the  decision  as  illegal.  The  man  was  not  prosecuted 
for  not  paying  the  toll,  he  was  prosecuted  for  an 
offence  under  that  section,  for  selling  goods  elsewhere 
than  in  the  market.  That  is  my  point.  The  toll- 
owner  says,  •*  I  will  not  prosecute  you  if  you  will 
'^  pay  me  the  sixpence." 

962.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Then  it  is  a  dispute 
about  a  toll,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  a  dispute,  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  case  having  gone  before  tlie 
justices  for  settlement  under  section  39. 

963.  I  could  tell  you  of  a  g<xxl  many  ? — ^There  may 
be  cases,  undoubtedly,  but  my  experience  does  not 
extend  to  them. 

964.  {Chairman.)  1  think  you  told  us,  in  a  former 
part  of  your  evidence,  that  markets  are  occasionally 
held  on  days  other  than  those  for  which  the  grants 
were  originally  made  ? — 1  did. 

965.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  some  instances  of 
that  ? — Yes.  The  instance  that  I  would  now  pointedly 
mention  would  be  Ilkeston.  There  I  find  that  the 
charter  originally  granted  a  market  for  Thursday,  and 
the  market  was  altered  to  what  was  a  more  convenient 
day  to  the  town,  Saturday.  Then  again,  in  the  case  of 
Horner  v.  the  Whitechapel  Board  of  Works,  it  came 
out  very  cleaily,  and  the  Court  of  Appeal  held  that 
the  extension  of  the  market  to  certain  days,  other 
than  those  originally  mentioned  in  the  charter,  was 
illegal,  and  yet  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  market 
has  been  held,  nnd  I  believe  is  still  held,  on  thoce  days 

966.  But  I  presume  that  is  a  question  which  could 
be  settled  in  a  court  of  law,  is  it  not  ?  If  a  market  is 
held  on  a  day  on  which  there  is  no  right  of  holding  a 
market,  any  charge  made  for  market  rights  upon  that 
day,  would  be  illegal,  I  apprehend  ? — It  would,  un- 
doubtedly ;  but,  of  course,  nobody  who  is  simply  called 
upon  to  pay  6rf.  or  Is,  would  think  of  running  the 
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risk  of  the  tremendous  law  costs  that  would  be  in- 
volved in  fighting  such  a  question. 

967.  (Mr.  Little.)  What  is  practically  the  injury 
done  to  anyone  by  changing  the  market  from  an  in- 
convenient to  a  convenient  day;  what  damage  does 
anyone  sustain  ? — I  do  not  contend  that  anyone  sus- 
tains a  damage ;  but  I  do  contend  that  in  the  case  of  a 
man  who  had  a  market  granted  to  him  on  a  given  day, 
if  he  does  not  want  to  hold  it  on  that  day  his  rights 
ought  to  cease,  and  if  the  public  for  their  own  con- 
venience wish  to  have  the  market  on  another  day, 
they  ought  to  be  at  liberty  to  have  the  market  on 
another  day  without  paying  him  all  the  charges  inci- 
dent to  the  carrying  on  of  the  market. 

968.  (Chairman.)  The  market  being  an  advantage 
to  the  person  who  has  the  right  to  claim  toll,  your 
contention  is  that  he  ought  not  to  claim  it,  Except  on 
the  days  to  which  it  was  originally  limited  ? — Exactly 
so. 

969.  Where  markets  are  entablished  under  the 
Local  Government  or  Public  Health  Acts,  can  the 
days  be  fixed  by  byelaw  ? — Yes,  by  byelaws  made 
under  section  42  of  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act. 

970.  Is  there  any  objection  to  that  practice  ? — Yes  ; 
one  is  the  objection  that  I  have  already  pointed  out, 
where  a  local  authority  lease  a  market  and  then  alter 
the  days  of  the  market.  But  another  objection  is  where 
the  local  authority  in  their  own  interests,  that  is  to 
say,  in  pursuance  of  their  desire  to  make  the  market 
pay,  as  they  call  it,  and  get  as  much  out  of  it  as 
possible,  make  a  byelaw,  as  they  may  do,  saying  that 
every  day  of  tlie  week  shall  be  a  market  day.  Conse- 
quently no  one  can  bring  goods  into  the  town,  as  the 
farmers  and  the  farmers*  wives  and  daughters  are 
accustomed  to  do  in  every  provincial  town,  without 
either  paying  toll  or  going  to  the  market. 

971.  Can  they  fix  the  days  by  byelaw,  without  any 
control  from  any  authority  ? — No,  the  byelaw  has  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

972.  I  presume  that  as  there  is  an  appeal  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  if  the  neighbours  on  the 
local  population  objected,  they  would  be  heard?— 
Undoubtedly,  they  would  be  heard ;  but  I  doubt  whether 
they  could  bring  forward  any  sufiicient  reason  why 
the  local  authority  should  not  make  a  byelaw  fixing 
every  day  in  the  week  as  a  market  day. 

973.  You  have  just  said  that  a  byelaw  which  pro- 
vides that  a  market  can  be  held  on  every  day  of  the 
week  may  operate  as  a  serious  impediment  to  a  certain 
class  of  traffic  ? — That  is  so. 

974.  Would  not  a  person  carrying  on  that  traffic 
or  anyone  interested  on  their  behalf  have  a  locus 
standi  in  appealing  to  the  Local  Grovemment  Board 
against  such  a  byelaw? — They  undoubtedly  would; 
but  I  doubt  whether  the  Local  Government  Board 
could  entertain  that  as  a  valid  objection  to  a  byelaw 
which,  from  all  other  points  of  view,  was  lawfully 
within  their  powers ;  and  1  know  of  cases  in  which 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  confirmed  byelaws 
making  every  day  a  market  day. 

975.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Against  the  protest 
of  any  of  the  inhabitants  ? — ^No ;  I  do  not  know  of 
such  a  case  as  that. 

976.  (Chairtnan.)  Are  tolls  on  stallages  ever  taken 
on  days  when  no  market  is  being  held  ? — ^Yes,  I  would 
mention  the  case  of  Yarmouth.  There  they  have  a 
charter  conferring  the  right  to  hold  a  market  on  two 
days  in  the  week,  but  they  let  people  occupy  standings 
every  day  in  the  week.  Up  to  a  few  years  ago  those 
people  paid  no  toll  whatever  and  no  stallage.  Now 
stallages  are  taken  from  them. 

977.  {Mr.  Little.)  Are  those  stalls  in  the  market  ? 
— In  the  market-place.  It  is  merely  in  the  open 
street ;  it  is  not  in  enclosed  premises  at  all.  It  is  a 
custom  which  I  have  come  across  in  many  other  towns 
that  where  just  a  few  people  like  to  have  a  stall  in  the 
market-place  throughout  the  whole  week,  although 
the  market-place  is  part  of  the  street,  the  local  board 
or  corporation  take  toll  from  them  for  placing  the  stall 
there,  and  it  really  amounts  to  their  making  a  charge 
for  allowing  these  persons  to  obstnict  the  highway. 


978.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Does  your  answer 
as  to  the  highway  apply  to  the  market-place  at  Yar- 
mouth ? — I  think  it  would  apply  in  this  way  :  that  if 
the  corporation  as  the  road  authority  put  down  the 
paving  and  cleanse  and  repair  the  market-place  then 
it  is  a  street. 

979.  (Mr.  Little.)  Do  you  know  the  market-place 
at  Yarmouth  ? — ^I  do. 

980.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  stalls  there,  is 
there  not  ? — ^Yes,  there  is.  I  do  not  know  whether 
or  not  the  corporation  claim  in  any  other  way  than  as 
being  the  road  authority;  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  claim  the  right  in  the  soil  ;  but  if  they  do  then 
they  ought  not  to  repair  the  market-place  in  the  same 
way  as  they  repair  the  streets.  That  is  as  a  matter 
of  factwhat  they  do. 

981.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  any  observation  to 
offer  as  to  the  expediency  and  advisability  of  local 
authorities  acquiring  market  rights  ? — ^Yes,  I  think 
it  very  desirable  that  no  one  other  than  the  local 
authority  should  own  market  rights  such  as  at  present 
exist. 

982.  No  new  private  markets  are  being  created, 
are  they  ? — Now  and  then,  I  think,  they  are.  Occa- 
sionally a  Private  Market  Act  is  passed,  but  in  most 
cases  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  the  acquisition  by  a 
private  company  of  rights  which  already  existed  in 
the  hands  of  the  lords  of  the  manors. 

983.  A  transfer  in  short  of  private  rights  from  one 
hand  to  another,  and  not  a  creation  of  new  private 
rights  ? — No,  I  do  not  know  of  any  case  where  new 
market  rights  are  created  other  than  by  statute,  and 
by  local  atithorities. 

984.  Do  you  suggest  that  local  authorities  should 
be  invested  with  compulsory  powers  of  purchase  ? — 1 
do,  because  of  the  difficulty  that  local  authorities  now 
have  in  dealing  with  the  owners  of  private  market 
rights.  There  is  no  power  to  stand  between  the 
local  authority  who  think  that  the  market  rights  are 
valued  at  too  high  an  amount  and  the  owner  who 
says  that  he  will  not  sell  unless  they  give  him  a  cer- 
tain price.  I  would  point  to  the  case  of  Newport 
(Monmouth)  (page  18).  There  the  market  house  and 
market  rights  were  acquired  by  the  corporation  from 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  for  16,500/.  It  appears  from 
information  that  I  have  that  the  Duke  had  found 
some  difficulty  in  gathering  in  all  the  tolls  to  which 
he  believed  himself  entitled,  and  he  made  it  a  con- 
dition of  the  sale  that  the  corporation  should  pro- 
hibit sales  elsewhere  than  in  the  market ;  and  this  of 
course  they  had  the  power  to  do,  but  he  had  not. 
The  Newport  tolls  when  they  were  acquired  by  the 
corporation  had  been  farmed  out  for  840/.  a  year  to  a 
person  whose  lease  still  had  two  and  a  half  years  to 
run.  I  have  found  that  it  frequently  happens  that 
the  tolls  are  let  out  at  very  high  rates  in  this  way  to 
private  persons,  and  of  course  a  private  person 
has  to  levy  every  toll  he  can  in  order  to  make 
the  thing  remunerative  to  him.  It  is  on  this 
basis  that  the  price  of  the  tolb  was  calculated,  and 
the  Duke  refused  to  sell  except  at  the  price  he 
named,  and  that,  I  believe,  was  the  price  ulti- 
mately given.  There  is  a  note  about  it  in  column  9. 
My  point  is,  that  for  such  rights  as  these  local  autho- 
rities ought  not  to  be  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
vendor.  If  they  do  not  buy  at  a  particular  time  then 
the  rights  go  on  increasing  in  value  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  town  increases,  that  increase  of  value 
accruing  through  no  effort  whatever  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  of  the  market  rights,  and  ultimately  a 
far  higher  price  has  to  be  paid.  I  am  very  averse 
from  the  exercise  of  compulsory  powers,  as  a  rule  ;  I 
do  not  think  that  compulsion  is  at  all  a  desirable 
thing  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  but  one  has  seen  many 
cases  like  the  other  case  that  I  mentioned  of  Lord 
Lilford  and  the  lociil  board  of  Leigh,  in  Lancashh^e, 
where  very  high  terms  were  demanded.  In  that  case 
it  was  equivalent  to  a  hundred  years'  purchase  of  the 
price  at  which  the  market  had  been  originally  leased ; 
it  had  been  leased  at  15/.  and  he  wanted  1,500/.  for 
it.     That  was  simply  for  the  market  rights  and  appa- 
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rendj  for  no  premises.  My  gi-ound  for  urging  that 
the  power  of  compiilaory  purchase  should  be  conferred 
upon  local  authorities  is  the  excessive  price  that  they 
have  to  pay  for  the  acquisition  of  these  rights  by 
agreement. 

985.  {Mr,  Little,)  But  you  would  not  in  this  case 
think  that  any  powers  of  compulsory  purchase  would 
enable  the  corporation  to  buy  for  less  than  20  years' 
purchase? — Yes,  I  do.  I  do  not  think  that  these 
rights  apart  from  any  properties  are  worth  20  years' 
purchase. 

986.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  They  are  let  on 
lease.,  and  they  produce  840/.  a  year  ? — Yes,  that  is 
so.  That  840/.  is  fixed  by  the  competition  among  the 
toll  farmers.  There  is  a  body  of  toll  farmers  in  the 
country  who  get  their  living  by  farming  out  these 
rights. 

987.  But  is  not  that  an  objection  rather  to  the 
farming  out  of  the  rights  tlian  to  this  particular  in- 
stance P — It  is  so.  I  shall  deal  with  the  objections  to 
fai-ming  out  rights  hereafter. 

988.  {Mr.  LiUle.)  But  you  told  us  that  the  cor- 
poration could  make  more  than  the  private  individual, 
and  the  private  individual  makes  840/. ;  therefore,  if 
the  corporation  can  make  more  than  840/.,  can  you 
suppose  that  under  any  compulsory  powers  they 
would  be  able  to  purchase  a  thing  which  was  of  more 
value  than  its  present  rent  for  less  than  20  years' 
purchase  ? — Perhaps  not ;  but  my  objection  is  to  the 
corporation  making  so  much  out  of  these  things.  It 
is  by  running  up  the  tolls,  and  rents,  and  stallages 
very  excessively,  and  by  levying  those  tolls  on  s^es 
which  do  not  take  place  in  the  market,  that  all  this 
income  is  derived. 

989.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  That  is  another 
point  ? — Yes.  My  objection  is  that  the  rights  are  not 
worth  what  they  are  assessed  at. 

990.  ( Chairman.)  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  not 
worth  what  they  will  fetch  in  the  market  ? — I  do  not 
quite  understand  on  what  principle  you  estimate 
them  ? — My  principle  is  this :  that  when  they  are  put 
up  for  auction  a  man  is  told  that  he  can  make  a  lot  of 
charges  which  I  contend  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
make. 

991.  Do  you  mean  that  they  are  not  legal  charges  ? 
— I  will  not  commit  myself  wholly  to  the  statement 
that  they  are  not  legal  charges.  I  mean  charges  on 
sales  outside  the  market. 

992.  You  think  them  impolitic,  and  therefore  if  I 
follow  your  argument  you  say  that  the  value  of  them 
cught  not  to  be  included  in  the  compensation  given  ? 
— That  is  my  point. 

993.  Is  not  that  rather  making  a  public  reform  at 
the  expense  of  private  individuals? — No,  because 
already  the  private  individual  is  enabled,  so  to  speak, 
to  prey  upon  the  community  to  an  extent  to  which  I 
contend  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  ;  and  that  we 
should  have  to  pay  for  the  extinction  of  a  thing  which 
ought  not  to  exist,  is,  I  contend,  wrong  and  indefensible. 
My  point  is  that  so  far  as  no  accommodation  is  given 
for  the  charges  that  are  made,  the  charges  ought  not 
to  exist.  Then  the  price  at  which  they  are  purchased 
is  determined  by  the  amount  of  charges  which  I  con- 
tend ought  not  to  be  made. 

994.  Then,  according  to  your  argument,  if  1  follow 
it  accurately,  there  ought  to  be  no  compensation  at 
all,  because  if  the  charges  ought  only  to  be  sufficient 
to  cover  the  necessary  expenses  of  maintaining  the 
market,  there  is  no  surplus  of  profit  ? — You  are  going 
back  upon  what  I  previously  said,  that  the  charges  for 
the  market  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  cost  of  the 
management  of  the  market.  My  answer  in  that  case 
was  limited  to  cases  in  which  the  markets  get  into  the 
hands  of  the  local  authority.  I  am  not  objecting  to 
the  compensation  of  the  owner  of  rights  which  have 
existed  for  centuries,  which  were  originally  given 
under  charter,  and  which  can  be  proved  to  have  been 
properly  granted  and  to  be  properly  held  now.  But 
I  contend  that  their  value  ought  not  to  be  calculated 
on  the  extreme  limits  to  which  those  rights  may  be 
pushed. 


995.  You  would  not  compensate  a  man  for  every 
legal  right  which  he  at  present  possesses  ;  is  that  so  ? 
—  No,  I  would  compensate  him  for  every  right  which 
he  possesses  now.  But  where  he  has  pushed  that 
legal  right  to  such  a  limit  that  it  has  become  an 
obvious  hardship  on  the  community,  and  he  has 
pushed  it  also  to  the  extent  that  it  is  verging  on  ille* 
gality,  if  not  actually  illegal,  I  would  not  compensate 
him  for  that  portion  of  his  charge. 

996.  I  do  not  quite  understand  that  expression 
about  verging  on  ill^ality ;  a  charge  must  be  either 
legal  or  illegal.  If  it  is  illegal  we  admit  that  no  com- 
pensation should  be  granted  in  regard  to  it ;  if  it  is 
legal  you  say  that  compensation  should  be  granted, 
but  only  up  to  certain  point  ? — Quite  so ;  that  is  my 
argument.  But  I  say  that  in  the  case  of  many 
charges  that  are  made,  for  instance,  if  the  charges 
are  very  high,  or  if  the  charges  are  made  as  tolls  on 
the  hawking  of  goods  by,  say,  the  farmer's  daughters, 
who  take  tiie  goods  into  the  town  to  their  known 
customers,  then  they  amount  to  nothing  more  than  a 
tax,  an  octroi  due  on  the  introduction  of  the  goods 
into  the  town ;  arid  in  respect  of  those  charges  I  con- 
tend that  very  small  compensation  should  be  given. 

997.  Is  not  the  first  step  to  find  out  whether  the 
charges  are  legal  or  not  ? — Jt  is,  undoubtedly. 

998.  If  they  are  illegal  we  admit  that  no  compen- 
sation is  due;  if  they  are  legal,  still  you  say  that 
although  legal,  because  they  are  inconvenient  to  other 
persons,  the  man  who  is  obliged  to  sell  them  shall  not 
get  a  value  for  them  ? — He  shall  get  a  value,  but  he 
shall  not  get  an  exorbitant  value,  such,  for  instance,  as 
20  years'  purchase. 

999.  That  is  to  say,  that  he  shall  not  only  be  com- 
pelled to  sell,  but  that  he  shall  be  compelled  to  sell 
at  a  lower  value  than  he  could  obtain  from  a  private 
purchaser ;  does  it  not  come  to  that  ? — No,  I  do  not 
say  that,  because:  I  doubt  whether  any  private  pur- 
chaser would  give  that  price. 

1000.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Is  it  not  perfectly 
open  to  the  local  board  or  the  corporation  wishing 
to  buy  up  market  rights  from  an  indiWdual  owner 
to  take  cases  to  test  all  the  points  which  have  any 
doubt  about  them,  and  is  not  that  the  proper  course 
for  them  to  take  ? — Yes ;  but  if  they  pursue  that  course 
the  owner  will  have  the  opportunity  of  saying,  '*  Very 
"  well,  if  you  are  going  to  do  that  I  shal  Inot  sell  " ; 
and  it  is  that  position  that  I  object  to. 

1001.  {Chairman,)  Have  you  reason  to  think  that 
the  claim  of  the  owner  to  his  market  right  is  not 
always  strictly  investigated  in  oases  of  purchase  ? — 
Yes,  where  it  is  found  that  an  owner  has  been  carry- 
ing on  a  market  in  a  place,  ^nd  he  simply  claims  it 
by  prescription,  the  local  board,  as  a  rule,  especially 
if  it  is  a  small  local  board,  have  no  opportunity,  ex- 
cept at  very  great  expense,  of  instituting  any  investi- 
gation, and,  as  a  rule,  they  do  not  institute  any  inves- 
tigation whatever,  but  they  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  man  who  is  in  possession  of  some  rights  is  law- 
fully in  possession ;  whereas,  from  what  we  have 
seen,  it  may  be  very  clearly  assumed,  and  even  made 
out,  that  people  frequently  claim  rights  to  which  they 
are  not  at  all  entitled.  On  that  point  I  would  refer 
to  one  case,  Benjamin  v.  Andrews  (5  Common  Bench, 
p.  299).  In  that  case  there  was  an  action  for  assault 
and  imprisonment  of  a  man,  and  incidentally  came  up 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  market  was  legally 
established  ;  and  it  turned  out  that  the  market  was 
only  a  market  de  factOy  and  was  not  a  market  for 
which  there  was  any  legal  authority.  One  of  the 
judges  in  that  case  said :  "  It  certainly  is  extremely 
**  hard  that  a  hawker  who  has  no  means  of  knowing 
"  whether  the  market  is  rightfully  held  or  not  shou?d 
^*  be  subject  to  the  highly  penal  consequences  imposed 
'  by  this  Act"  (that  is  the  Hawkers*  Act),  "  because 
**  some  person  has  chosen  to  exercise  a  right  which 
"  the  law  does  not  give  him."  There  the  man  wa« 
put  to  the  test  in  a  court  of  law  to  prove  his  market, 
and  he  could  prove  a  market  for  some  day  in  the 
week,  but  he  could  not  prove  a  market  for  this  par- 
ticular day,  \7hich  was  a  Saturday,  I  l)elieve.     Tho 
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Mr,  William  local  authoritj  who  might  be  about  to  purchase  the 
Augustus       market  rights  of  this  owner  would  be  called  upon  to 

Coison,  F.S.S.  pay  a  value  calculated  on  tolls  wbich  were  taken  on 
— ^  this  day  when  the  owner,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  had  no 

__!!       *®?«^  right  to  take  tolls  at  all. 

1002.  Do  not  local  authorities  act  under  legal 
advice  when  they  make  purchases  ? — I  am  afraid  they 
do  not  always. 

1003.  If  they  do  not,  ought  they  not  to  do  so  ? — 
They  ought  to  do  so,  certainly. 

1004.  And  if  cases  occur  in  which  they  buy  alleged 
le^ral  rights  which  turn  out  to  have  no  legal  validity, 
is  not  that  a  failure  of  duty  on  their  part,  or  an  error 
on  the  part  of  their  legal  adviser  ? — It  is,  undoubt- 
edly. 

1005.  Is  it  not  an  error  which  it  was  within  their 
own  power  to  have  avoided  ? — It  is. 

1006.  Have  local  authorities  any  right  under  the 
general  law  to  hold  fairs  ? — No,  they  have  not. 

1007.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  they  do 
hold  fairs  ? — Yes,  there  are  many  cases.  In  fact,  it 
is  customary  for  local  authorities  when  acquiring 
market  rights  to  take  over  the  fair  rights  also.  It 
generally  happens  that  the  lease  which  they  take 
conveys  to  them  not  only  the  markets  but  the  fairs, 
and  the  fairs  they  have  at  present  no  legal  right  to 
hold. 

1008.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  market 
and  a  fair  ? — The  difference,  I  believe,  is  this  :  that  a 
market  is  held  at  very  frequent  intervals,  generally  at 
leaet  once  a  week,  whereas  a  fair  is  held  at  much 
greater  intervals.  A  fair  is,  in  fact,  a  market  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  but  it  is  a  greater  market ;  and 
one  has  generally  found  that  fairs  were  granted  to 
take  place  on  religious  feasts,  whereas  markets  were 
not.     A  fair,  you  may  take  it,  is  a  great  market. 

1009.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  that  local  autho- 
rities should  possess  fair  rights  where  they  possess 
market  rights  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

1010.  Would  you  give  your  reasons  for  that 
opinion  ? — My  reasons  are  these  :  that  it  is  extremely 
inconvenient  that  the  frequent  market,  the  market 
which  is  held  every  week,  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
one  body,  and  that  the  greater  market,  which  occurs 
at  long  intervals  of  time,  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
^lother  body  ;  because  it  often  happens  that  the  fiur 
IS  held  on  market  days,  and  when  it  takes  place  it  is 
Aothing  more  or  less  than  the  enlargement  of  the 
market  that  would  ordinarily  occur  at  that  time. 

1011.  (Mr.  Little,)  And  in  is  actually  held  in  the 
market-place,  is  it  not  ? — Generally.  Sometimes  it  is 
held  on  land  a  little  way  out  of  the  town. 

1012.  And  then  there  is  difficulty  that  the  local 
authority  desiring  to  acquire  market  rights  has  no 
power  to  acquire  fair  rights,  and  therefore  ctannot 
make  a  bargain  with  the  owner,  who  wants  to  dis- 
pose of  both  market  and  fair  rights  ? — That  is  so. 

1013.  And  they  should  have  power  to  acquire  both 
markets  and  fairs  ? — Yes,  and,  of  course,  if  the  owner 
said  that  he  would  soil  his  market  rights,  and  give 
them  his  fair  rights,  still  they  have  no  power  to  accept 
and  to  manage  the  fairs. 

1014.  (Chairman.)  Not  even  if  the  fair  rights 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  ? — No. 

1015.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  market 
rights  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  ? — Yes.  In 
Gainsborough  there  was  a  very  interesting  case  where 
the  lord  of  the  manor.  Sir  Hickman  Bacon,  proposed 
to  transfer  his  market  rights  to  the  local  authority  for 
a  certain  consideration,  and  his  terms  were  that  they 
should  pay  him  100/.  a  year,  which  was  the  income 
from  the  market,  for  30  years,  and  that  after  thai  they 
should  pay  him  2s,  a  year,  and  that  the  lease  sliould 
be  for  999  yeai*8.  But  he  sought  to  limit  them  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  taking  stallages,  rents,  and 
piccages,  and  he  desired  to  do  this  because  in  1835 
either  he  or  his  predecessor  in  the  title  had  made  a 
voluntary  deed  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
relinquishing  his  right  to  toll.  Sir  Hickman  Bacon 
did  not  wish  those  rights  revived,  and  he  wanted  it  to 


be  thoroughly  understood  that  the  town  shotdd  be 
toll  free,  but  that  the  local  authority  should  take 
stallages  and  rents.  He  endeavoured  to  get  them  to 
agree  to  these  terms,  but  it  turned  out  that  they  were 
desirous,  so  soon  as  they  could  get  the  rights,  of 
reviving  these  tolls.  This  he  objected  to,  and  he 
took  advice  upon  the  subject,  and  he  ascertained  that 
if  the  powers  got  into  the  hsndft  of  the  local  autho- 
rities they  could  in  pursuance  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  revive  those  tolls.  Consequently  he  has,  I 
believe,  up  to  the  present  declined  to  transfer  his 
rights  on  the  ground  thct  he  wants  the  town  to  remain 
toll  free.  Those  particulars  are  set  out  in  the  "  Gains- 
boroucrh  News  "  of  March  5th  last. 

1016.  I  presume,  under  che  system  of  compulsory 
purchase,  that  that  security  for  the  town  remaining 
toll  free  would  not  continue,  but  the  local  authority 
would  be  able  to  buy? — They  would,  undoubtedly. 
But  in  suggesting  compidsory  purchase  I  have  at  the 
same  time  suggested  other  arrangements  which  prac- 
tically amount  to  what  this  owner  has  brought  about ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  total  extinction  of  toll,  and  the 
levying  only  of  rents. 

1017.  One  of  the  subjects  on  which  this  Commission 
is  to  report  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the 
farming  by  local  authorities  of  market  tolls ;  can  you 
say  to  what  extent  such  farming  now  exists  ? — The 
parliamentary  return  shows  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber of  cases  where  the  tolls  are  leased  to  private  per^ 
sons ;  and  there  are  indications  here,  and  I  have  been 
informed  from  other  sources  that  there  exists  a  body 
of  persons  who  make  a  living  by  taking  tolls  on  farm. 
They  are  experts  in  managing  to  collect  tolls,  and 
they  go  about  from  town  to  town  to  the  different  mar- 
kets collecting  the  tolls ;  and  then  so  much  as  repre- 
sents the  di&rence  between  what  they  have  to  pay 
for  their  lease  and  what  they  can  collect  is  their  in- 
come. I  have  already  read  a  notice  which  was  issued 
by  one  toll  farmer  to  indicate  how  he  is  prepared  to 
punish  people  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law  for 
the  sake  of  enforcing  his  rights.  That  is  only  one 
instance  of  what  occurs  practically  over  the  whole 
cx)untry.  My  contention  is  that  when  these  market 
ritfhts  are  in  the  hands  of  local  authorities,  local  autho- 
rities ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  farm  them  out  in 
this  way,  because,  assuming  that  the  market  is  a  source 
of  revenue,  a  very  serious  objection  to  their  doing 
that  is  that  it  is  a  means  of  extorting  the  greatest 
amount  of  tax  from  the  people,  and  bringing  the 
minimum  amount  into  the  local  exchequer. 

1018.  The  toll  farmer  has  to  make  his  profit,  and 
naturally  he  is  under  no  such  restrictions  and  con 
siderations  of  public  policy  as  would  weigh  upon  the 
local  authority  ? — Exactly. 

1019.  I  presume  that  your  objection  generally  to 
the  farming  of  tolls  is  that  they  are  likely  to  be  levied 
more  severely  and  with  less  regard  to  public  con- 
venience than  when  they  are  in  the  hands  of  any 
pubUo  authority  ? — ^That  is  so. 

1020.  You  have  mentioned  section  13  of  the  Mar- 
kets and  Fairs  Clauses  Act ;  can  you  give  any  reason 
why  the  restrictions  imposed  by  that  Act  should  be 
removed  so  that  gales  might  be  free  outside  a  market- 
place ? — My  principal  reasons  are  that  if  goods  are 
brought  into  a  town  by  persons  living  out  of  the  town, 
unless  those  persons  avail  themselves  of  the  accom- 
modation which  the  town  affords  by  the  provision  of 
a  market  hall  or  by  a  market-place,  they  ought  not  to 
be  called  upon  to  pay  any  due  whatever.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  section  13,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  used  as  a 
sort  of  threat  to  extort  from  people  a  certain  sum  by  way 
of  due  or  toll  for  the  mere  bringing  into  the  town 
and  hawking  goods  from  door  to  door,  or  even  as  in 
the  Chard  case  the  bringing  into  the  town  of  a  waggon 
load  of  potatoes  and  taking  them  to  a  co-operative  store. 
I  would  urge  that  that  is  a  very  good  reason  why 
people  should  not  be  prevented  from  selling  their 
goods  wherever  they  choose  in  a  town  so  as  to  give  the 
people  of  the  town  the  opportunity  of  getting  food 
(and  of  course  marketable  commodities  are  mostly 
food)  at  the  cheapest  possible  rate,  and  getting  into  as 
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direct  communication  with  the  prodooer  as  it  is  possible 
to  bring  them. 

1021.  You  consider  that  the  limitation  of  sale  to 
the  market-pUce  alone  has  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
cost  of  whatever  is  sold  to  the  consumer  ? — That  is  so. 

1022.  Are  tolls,  rents,  and  stalbges  regulated  by 
tha  expenditure  incident  to  the  carrying  on  of  the 
mai-ket  ? — They  ai-e  not.  As  a  rule,  they  are  deter- 
mined almost  entirely  by  the  will  of  the  local  authority 
for  the  time  being  ;  and  so  far  as  the  powers  are  in 
the  hands  of  private  owners  they  are  generally  deter- 
mined by  custom,  but  very  often  by  the  limit  one 
might  say  of  extortion,  that  is  to  say,  the  limit  to 
which  the  toll  owner  can  go  in  getting  some  icM  or 
stallage  from  the  persons  resorting  to  the  market. 

1023.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  should  be  regulated  ?— I  have 
already  mentioned  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  and  the  recommendations  they  made  ; 
but  my  suggestion  now  would  be  that  no  toll,  rent,  or 
stallage  should  be  taken  unless  a  clear  statement  of 
the  amounts  that  are  charged  is  put  up  in  the  market, 
and  then  it  should  be  ii  condition  that  that  statement 
shall  have  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  some 
superior  body,  either  a  county  authority  or  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  that  the  superior  body 
should  be  directed  in  express  terms  what  points  they 
sliall  consider  and  take  into  account  in  making  up 
their  minds  whether  they  will  approve  or  reject  any 
particular  tolls. 

1024.  Should  you  apply  the  same  principle  to  stall-  * 
ages  and  to  rents  ? — I  would  apply  the  same  principle 
to  stallages  as  I  would  apply  to  rents ;  that  is,  that  as 
I  previously  mentioned,  it  should  be  a  condition  that 
there  b  free  competition. 

1025.  {Mr»  Little,)  I  understand  that  yon  wish  to 
put  every  owner  of  a  market  on  proof  of  his  tide  ? — 
That  is  so;  and  not  only  as  a  foundation  for  the 
markets  generally,  but  as  a  foundation  for  every 
claim  that  they  make.  For  instance,  if  they  claim  a 
market  three  days  a  week  they  ought  to  be  made  to 
prove  a  market  three  days  a  week,  and  not  simply 
to  prove  that  they  have  a  market  on  some  day  or 
other. 

1026.  {Chairman.)  But  should  you  say  that  in  a 
case  where  the  right  to  whatever  it  may  be  had  been 
enjoyed  for  a  very  long  time  the  burden  of  proof 
ou^t  to  be  thrown  on  the  person  possessing  the  right 
or  on  the  person  who  disputes  it  ?— I  would  throw 
the  burden  of  proof  on  the  person  who  possesses  the 
right  to  show  that  he  possesses'  all  that  he  claims. 
For  instance,  I  have  actually  come  across  cases  where 

The  witness 


a  man  claims  a  right  bv  prescription,  and  says  that 
the  market  has  existed  m>m  time  immemorial.  His 
notion  of  time  immemorial  when  it  comes  to  be  looked 
into  turns  out  to  be  that  the  market  has  existed  as 
long  as  anybody  who  is  now  living  can  remember. 
That,  of  course,  is  not  time  immemorial  from  a  strictly 
legal  point  of  view. 

1027.  Tou  are  aware  that  what  you  propose  is 
reversing  the  ordinary  process  ? — Yes,  I  am ;  but,  of 
course,  here  the  p«^rson  who  owns  market  rights 
comes  as  a  seller  of  a  monopolv,  and  his  title,  I  con- 
tend, should  be  investigated  before  the  local  authority 
should  be  required  to  give  him  the  whole  of  the  price 
that  he  asks,  because  it  may  turn  out  that  he  has  no 
title  whatever,  and  then  his  price  is  gone. 

i028.  Is  not  that  a  question  for  the  purchaser,  the 
local  authority  ? — It  is  a  question  for  them,  but  then 
if  the  owner  says  that  he  possesses  the  right  and  can- 
not prove  it,  they  have  no  means  of  proving  that  he 
never  did  possess  the  right  and  never  could  have 
possessed  i1.  • 

1029.  Then  do  I  correctly  understand  you  that  it 
b  only  in  a  case  where  the  owner  of  market  rights  is 
wanting  to  dispose  of  them  that  you  would  call  upon 
him  to  show  proof  that  he  possesses  them  ? — 1  think 
so. 

1080.  Not  in  the  case  where  he  continues  to  exer-» 
cise  the  rights  and  to  hold  them  in  his  own  hands  ? — 
No,  but  I  would  limit  that  to  some  extent  in  this 
way:  that  I  contemplate  compulsory  power  of  pur- 
chase, and  if  this  compulsory  power  is  exercised,  I 
would  not  contend  that  the  owner  should  be  put 
strictly  to  proof  of  his  title,  but  that  his  having  to 
submit  to  the  compulsory  power  would,  to  some  extent, 
be  taken  as  compensation  for  not  putting  him  to  that 
proof. 

1031.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  But  I  thought 
your  wish  was  that  he  should  make  out  his  title  to  the 
fullest  extent,  even  before  a  tribunal  ? — He  should 
where  he  is  proposing  to  sell  it  on  his  own  terms ; 
but  where  you  propose  to  purchase  I  would  assess  hie 
rights ;  and,  of  course,  if  the  local  authority  have  any 
serious  doubts  as  to  his  rights,  then  if  they  can  bring 
good  reasons  to  show  that  he  never  possessed  the 
rights,  he  ought  to  be  compelled  to  prove  his  title. 

1032.  {Chairman.)  But  is  not  this  question  of  legal 
procedure  which  had  better  be  left  to  the  courts  of 
law  to  determine  ?•»!  am  afraid  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the  matter  could  come  before  the  courts  of  law. 
One  wants  the  proof  of  title  before  the  transfer  takes 
place. 

withdrew. 


Mr.  Wilham 

Ca$sim,F,S  S, 

7  Dec.  1S©7. 


Adjourned. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 

SIXTH  DAY> 

Wednesday,  16th  February  1888. 


pBBSEirr: 
The  Right  Hon.  thb  EAEL  OP  DERBY,  KG.,  in  the  Chaib. 


The   Right    Hon.   the   Lord   Balfour   of 

Burleigh. 
The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childbrs,  M.P. 
Sir  James  Porter  Corrt,  Bart,  MJP. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 


Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C^  M.P^ 

Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 

Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 

Mr.  William  C.  Littlb. 

Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockebton,  Secretary. 
Mr.  WiLLL4M  Augustus  Casson  further  examined.  AugustuT 

1033.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  wish  1034.  And  I  think  you  have  something  to  tell  ns  Ca*9an,F.S.S. 

to  supplement  the  evidence  which  you  have  already     concerning  the  grievances  of  auctioneers  engaged  in        tTT^ooo 
givenbeforetheCommission?— Yes,  thatisso.  selling  cattle  and  other  things  in   markets  ?— Yes.    »»*^">j^»- 
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There  is  one  case  in  particular  that  I  would  take  as 
illustrating  some  general  observations  that  I  should 
like  to  make  in  rrference  to  auctioneers.  That  case 
is  at  Lincoln.  In  other -places  I  have  found  that  there 
is  a  desire  to  treat  auctioneers  differently  from  other 
people.  Auctioneers,  of  course,  require  a  crowd  of 
people  to  come  and  bid,  and  that,  I  believe,  is  the 
only  reason  ;  but  it  may  be  inferred  that,  perhaps^  it 
is  because  auctioneers  are  not  selling  their  own  goods, 
but  are  acting  as  agents  for  other  people  and  getting 
the  highest  prices  they  can  for  them.  Now  it  is  the 
practice  in  some  towns  to  even  prohibit  sale?  by 
auction  in  the  market  altogether,  or  if  they  do  not  do 
that  they  restrict  auction  selling  to  a  certain  corner  of 
the  market,  and  then  it  is  only  possible  for  one,  or  at 
the  most  two  or  three  privileged  men  to  conduct  sales 
by  auction.  The  result  is  that  the  selling  gets  then 
into  the  hands  of  a  few  men,  and  the  cattle  dealers 
are  not  free  to  obtain  the  best  price  they  can,  but 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  commisjion  to  these  privileged 
auctioneers,  and,  of  course,  t'hey  lose  a  part  of  the 
profit  that  would  naturally  belong  to  them.  At 
Lincoln  I  find  that  a  charge  is  made  of  10  guineas 
yearly  to  auctioneers,  and  it  has  been  explained  to  me 
by  a  man  who  is  interested  in  the  business  at  Lincoln 
that  this  acts  very  harshly  upon  young  beginners, 
because  they  ahready  have  to  pay  the  statutory  fee 
for  carrying  on  the  business  of  auctioneers,  and  in 
addition  to  that  the  corporation  demand  a  further 
10  guineas  from  them,  and  then  the  corporation  further 
take  all  the  tolls  and  stallages  and  other  charges 
which  would  be  levied  upon  other  people,  so  that 
sales  by  auction  are  very  much  handicapped. 

1 035.  Do  you  suppose  the  reason  of  that  to  be  that 
sale  by  auction  necessarily  attracts  a  crowd,  and  there- 
fore more  space  is  occupied  in  the  market,  and  it  is 
bought  fair  that  for  that  additional  accommodation 
some  charge  should  be  made? — ^That  is  the  only 
ground  upon  which  I  can  believe  that  it  is  defended. 
I  have  here  a  document  explaining  the  conditions  on 
which  the  market  tolls  and  charges  at  Lincoln  would  be 
let  to  any  person.  The  lessee  is  instructed  as  to  the  tolls 
and  various  charges  that  he  may  make  and  demand ; 
and  then  one  of  the  clauses  says  that  any  auctioneer 
shall  be  allowed  to  sell  by  auction  in  the  cattle  market 
for  a  year  on  his  paying  to  the  corporation  or  their 
lessee  any  sum  not  exceeding  10  guineas,  or  for  any 
period  not  exceeding  one  month  on  his  paying  the 
corporation  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  guinea,  except 
only  in  the  month  of  April,  when  the  sum  to  be  paid 
is  not  to  exceed  three  guineas,  the  same  sums  respec- 
tively being  for  pens,  standage  ground,  and  extra 
accommodation  afforded  to  such  auctioneer  in  the 
market  and  market  grounds.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  it  appears  in  this  document ;  but  I  am  informed 
by  an  auctioneer  concerned  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  auctioneers  themselves  get  no  additional  accommo- 
dation. Then  at  Leeds  a  man  informs  me  that  the 
restrictions  put  upon  auctioneers  there  have  driven 
away  a  large  portion  of  the  trade,  and  have  led  to  the 
establishment  of  sales  at  Bingley,  Otley,  Seacrofl, 
Rothwell,  and  other  places  near  by  to  which  the  cattle 
can  be  more  readily  sent,  and  where  better  prices  can 
be  obtained.  Then  at  Hull  they  make  a  differential 
charge.  There  was  a  case  that  occurred  at  Hull  in 
the  spring  of  last  year,  where  auctioneers,  on  bringing 
their  cattle  to  the  gates  of  the  market,  were  refused 
admission  unless  they  paid  a  toll  of  \0d.  per  head  for 
the  cattle.  The  mar*ket  keeper  said  that  private  sellers 
could  take  their  cattle  in  on  the  usual  terms  of  4c^., 
but  that  the  auctioneers  would  be  excluded  unless 
they  paid  lOd,  That  is  to  say,  6d.  is  levied  upon  the 
practice  of  selling  by  auction  as  compared  with  any 
other  mode  of  sale. 

1036.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  In  answer  to  a 
question  which  was  put  to  you  by  the  Chairman  as  to 
whether  auctioneers  did  not  attract  more  crowd  and 
occupy  more  space  than  other  sellers,  you  said  that 
that  was  the  only  gi-ound  on  which  the  larger  charge 
could  be  defended;  do  you  not  think  that  it  is  a 
treasonable  ground,  and  that  if  selling  by  auction  takes 


up  more  space  it  is  right  that  there  should  be  a  larger 
charge  ? — If  the  occupation  of  the  additional  space 
causes  inconvenience  in  any  way.  Of  course,  one 
would  say  that  if  an  auctioneer  monopolised  a  large 
portion  of  ground  which  might  be  used  for  other  pur- 
poses, then  it  might  be  reasonable  to  charge  some- 
thing for  that  accommodation.  But  inasmuch  as  the 
object  of  the  market  is  to  bring  producers  and  con- 
sumers together,  and  to  take  as  little  as  possible  from 
them  out  of  the  transaction,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
desirable  to  make  this  dbtinction 

1037.  But  if  selling  by  auction  takes  up  more  space 
than  selling  in  some  oilier  way,  it  would  be  natural, 
would  it  not,  that  a  greater  charge  should  be  imposed 
upon  it  ? — ^That  is,  if  you  will  excuse  my  saying  so, 
a  rather  plausible  way  of  putting  it,  because  the  same 
people  who  gathered  around  the  auctioneer,  if  they 
were  not  around  him,  would  be  occupying  space  in 
some  other  part  of  the  market. 

1038.  But  they  would  not  necessarily  be  there  all  at 
the  same  time  ? — ^No ;  but  that  space  would  then  be 
vacant. 

1039.  I  do  not  want  to  argue  the  point  with  you, 
but  surely  a  dozen  people  coming  at  intervals  during 
an  hour  will  take  up  less  space  and  can  do  their  busi- 
ness in  less  space  than  if  they  are  all  standing  around 
one  man  at  the  same  time,  can  they  not  ? — Yes. 

1040.  With  regards  to  the  I^eds  case,  and  the 
places  to  which  you  thought  goods  were  driven  by 
the  extth  charge  to  the  auctioneers,  you  said  at  the 
same  time  that  the  cattle  could  be  more  readily  sent 
there  and  better  prices  obtained  for  them ;  if  that  is 
so,  woold  not  that  in  itself  be  an  explanation  of  the 
reason  why  cattle  were  sent  there  without  supposing  it 
to  be  the  high  charge  made  to  the  auctioneer  ? — I 
believe  that  one  of  the  reasons  is  because  the  market 
at  Leeds  is  somewhat  inconveniently  placed. 

1041.  Then  it  might  not  be  exclusively  on  account 
of  the  extra  impost  upon  auctionens  that  the  traffic 
was  driven  away  from  the  market  ? — No ;  but  the  only 
alternative  for  auctioneers  is  either  to  pay  this  charge 
in  the  Leeds  market  or  not  to  conduct  their  business  in 
Leeds  at  all,  because  in  Leeds  it  did  happen  that  a 
certain  firm,  whose  letter  I  ha?e,  set  up  an  auction 
yard  of  their  own  in  a  convenient  part  of  the  town, 
and  they  received  notice  from  the  corporation  that  if 
they  continued  those  sales  they  would  be  proceeded 
against.  The  result  was  that  all  their  enterprise  was 
put  an  end  to,  and  the  cattle  sellers  either  had  to 
take  their  cattle  right  across  Leeds  to  the  other  market, 
the  corporation  market,  which  was  not  so  convenient^ 
or  to  ta^  them  to  those  other  towns  where  there  was 
no  high  charge. 

1042.  You  will  understand,  of  course,  that  I  am  en- 
tirely going  upon  your  own  statement,  because  I  know 
nothing  about  the  ca^e  except  what  you  have  said.  You 
said  in  the  same  breath  that  in  those  other  places 
better  prices  could  be  obtained ;  that  being  so,  does  it 
not  seem  reasonable  to  suppose  that  that  would  be  an 
inducement  to  them  to  take  the  cattle  to  those  other 
places.'?  —  Of  course,  I  do  not  dispute  that  for  a 
moment. 

1043.  In  the  case  of  Hull,  where  differential  charges 
are  made  for  cattle  to  be  sold  by  auctioneers,  have  you 
satisfied  yourself  that  that  is  not  just  one  way  of 
making  a  charge  for  the  extra  room  which  auctions 
take  up  P — Of  course,  it  is  a  way  of  doing  that,  but  I 
myself  do  not  think  that  any  difference  of  charge 
should  be  made  according  to  the  mode  of  selling. 

1044.  Not  even  if  one  mode  takes  more  room  than 
another? — No,  I  do  not  see  really  tliat  it  can  be 
defended. 

1045.  (Sir  T.  MarHneau.)  You  said  that  these 
restrictions  had  driven  away  the  cattle  trade  from 
Leeds  to  some  extent,  but  I  do  not  think  you  told  us 
what  the  restrictions  were  at  Leeds,  will  you  tell  us 
what  they  are  ? — The  restrictions  at  Leeds  were  that 
people  could  only  sell  their  cattle  through  the 
auctioneers  in  the  Leeds  cattle  market,  and  that  that 
market  was  in  an  inconvenient  place. 
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1046.  It  18  not  an  extra  charge  then  for  the  auc- 
tioneer ? — There  is  an  extra  chai*ge,  but  that,  of  course, 
would  only  be  one  of  the  elements  in  the  case. 

1047.  The  main  point  is  that  the  auction  .must 
take  place  in  an  inconvenient  pan  of  the  town?^ 
Yes. 

1048.  Is  there  any  other  resti'iction  at  Leeds  that 
has  led  to  the  result  which  you  mention  ? — ^Nothing 
that  I  know  of. 

1049.  (Mr,  LUtle.)  When  you  say  that  the  auction 
at  Leeds  is  held  in  an  inconyenient  place,  do  yon 
mean  'that  it  is  in  a  different  place  from  the  other 
sales  of  cattle,  or  is  it  in  the  same  market  ? — I  belieye 
it  is  in  the  same  market,  bnt  it  is  in  a  r^note  part 
of  the  town. 

10/^.  But  the  inconvenience  is  as  great  in  the  case 
of  cattle  not  sold  by  auction  as  in  the  case  of  cattle 
sold  by  auction  ?-— Yes. 

1051.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  sale 
of  stock  by  auction  is  increasing  or  not  ? — ^I  think 
that  generally  the  tendency  is  to  sell  by  auction  where 
that  can  be  done. 

1052.  A  very  large  proportion,  and  every  year 
increasing  proportion,  is  being  sold  by  auction  ?— • 
Yes,  I  think  that  is  undoubted. 

1058.  (Sir  James  Carry,)  You  say  that  the 
auctioneers  are  looked  upon  as  privileged  men  in 
England ;  do  I  rightly  understand  from  you  that  any 
auctioneer  is  prohibited  from  paying  the  10  guineas 
and  coming  to  the  market  ? — No ;  but  it  is  very  clear 
that  there  is  only  a  certain  volume  of  business  to  be 
done  in  the  market,  and  if  that  is  divided  among 
20  auctioneers  they  would  not  all  get  enough  out  of 
it  to  enable  them  to  pay  those  10  guineas ;  whereas 
if  it  is  only  divided  among  two  or  three  they  can 
afford  to  pay  the  10  guineas. 

1054.  But  the  market  authority  does  not  prevent 
any  auctioneer  from  paying  the  10  guineas  and 
having  the  same  rights  as  any  other  man? — ^No, 
except  indirectly  it  may  bn^pen  that  a  man  would 
see  that  it  is  not  to  his  advantage  to  pay  the 
10  guineas,  because  the  space  to  be  allotted  for  sales 
by  auction  would  be  occupied  by  the  men  who  had 
come  there  before  he  had,  and  he  would  not  be  able 
to  get  an  opportunity  of  selling  until  an  inconvenient 
part  of  the  day,  until  the  budness  was  over.  That  is 
what  happens  in  many  towns  I  know* 

1055.  With  reference  to  the  differential  rates  that 
you  spoke  of  at  Hull,  as  I  understand  it  \0d.  is 
charged  to  those  who  are  not  regular  dealers  in  the 
market? — ^No,  \0d.  for  sale  by  auction.  If  a  beast  is 
to  be  sold  by  auction  the  toll  is  10<f.,  if  it  is  to  be  sold 
:>Tivately  the  toll  is  4d. 

1056.  And  you  do  not  think  that  there  should  be 
any  difference  between  the  auction  rate  and  the 
private  sale  rate  ? — ^No* 

1057.  (Mr.  Harwood.)  Is  it  your  own  opinion 
only  that  an  auctioneer  takes  more  space,  and  that  on 
account  of  his  taking  more  space  he  ought  to  be 
charged  more  money  ? — That  is  the  only  reason,  and 
I  gainer  that  from  what  is  said  in  the  Lincoln  paper. 

1058.  Have  you  been  to  any  of  the  auctions  in 
Cumberland,  at  Carlisle,  Codcermouth,  or  any  of 
those  places  F — I  have  not. 

1059.  You  are  aware  that  an  auctioneer  will  sell  as 
many  cattle  as  100  ordinary  salesmen  in  the  same 
time,  and,  therefore,  no  question  whatever  arises  about 
his  occupying  more  space  ? — Quite  so. 

1060.  This  is  a  positive  attempt  to  prohibit  sales  by 
charging  not  for  space  but  for  the  animal  itself? — 
Yes. 

1061.  It  is  not  a  charge  for  space  occupied  but  for 
an  article  sold  ? — It  is  on  the  article  sold. 

1062.  One  bullock  is  taxed  \0d.  and  another  4c/. 
on  account  of  the  two  distinct  men  who  are  selling 
them  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

1063.  (Mr.  Picton,)  Are  we  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  market  authorities 
to  discourage  sales  b^  auction  ?•*-!  thii^k  that  is 
evident. 


1064.  Can  you  suggest  any  reason  for  that? — ^I 
cannot  suggest  any  reason. 

1005.  Does  not  the  auctioneer,  or  the  man  for 
whom  he  is  doing  business,  obtain  an  advantage  by 
the  concentration  of  buyers  about  his  stand ;  are  there 
not  more  buyers  brought  into  immediate  observation 
of  his  cattle  than  would  be  likely  to  be  brought  in  the 
same  space  of  time  to  any  other  collection  of  cattle  ? 
— ^I  think  so,  and  so  far  as  my  experience  goes  better 
prices  are  found  to  be  obtained  in  sales  by  auction 
than  in  sales  by  any  other  way. 

1066.  Then  there  is  a  special  advantage  in  that 
way*;  not  only  does  the  auctioneer  occupy  more  space 
of  ground,  but  more  buyers  are  attracted,  and  it  is 
worth  more  money  altogether ;  is  not  that  the  case  ? — 
It  may  be. 

1067.  (Mr.  Harwood.)  Of  course  it  is  the  custom 
in  the  case  of  sales  by  auction  for  persons  not  to  come 
to  the  market,  but  to  send  their  cattle  to  be  sold  ;  has 
it  occurred  to  you  that  they  get  to  know  what  the 
cattle  fetch  when  they  have  been  sold  by  auction, 
whereas  when  they  are  sold  by  private  dealers  they 
do  not  get  to  know  the  price,  but  that  it  is  a  secret  ? 
— Yes,  I  quite  recognise  that. 

1068.  The  publicity  is  an  advantage  to  the  seller  ? 
— ^Decidedly.  Perhaps  I  have  not  made  myself  quite 
clear.  I  am  endeavouring  to  show  that  the  auctioneer 
is  really  an  advantage  to  the  market,  and  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  dealers  selling  in  any  other  way. 

'1069.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Are  you  aware  whether 
that  peculiarity  belongs  to  many  markets  of  the 
auctioneer  paying  more  money  than  the  salesman  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  general. 

1 070.  (Mr.  Childers.)  And  it  is  an  advantage,  not 
only  to  the  seller,  but  to  the  buyer,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1071.  (Chairman.)  Now  I  understand  that  you 
have  something  to  tell  us  in  reference  to  what  is  known 
as  "  toll  thorough ; "  will  you  explain  what  that  is  ? — 
it  exists  only  in  a  few  places  in  England,  and  it  really 
amounts  to  a  duty  on  the  goods  that  are  taken  into 
and  brought  out  of  any  particular  town.  It  is  a  very 
ancient  toll. 

1072.  Do  I  correctly  understand  that  it  is,  in  fact, 
a  tax  upon  goods  brought  into  the  town  ? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

1073.  Whether  they  are  sold  in  the  market  or  not  ? 
— Yes,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  market  in  the 
town.  It  is  a  tax  which  is  precisely  the  same  as  the 
octroi  in  France  and  Italy. 

1074.  Are  you  aware  of  many  places  in  which  this 
custom  prevails  ? — I  know  of  three.  First,  there  is 
the  city  of  Newcastle  ;  there  the  corporation  accounts 
show  that  something  like  5,000/.  a  year  is  derived 
from  the  "  toll  thorough  dues,"  as  they  are  called. 
Then  at  Carlisle  I  find  that  there  was  a  report  made 
by  the  towi^  clerk  which  describes  the  existence  of 
the  toll  at  Carlisle,  and  in  that  report  he  says  that 
"  the  city  of  Carlisle  and  its  corporation  are  entitled 
**  to  certain  tolls  or  duties,  the  principal  of  which  are 
**  the  city  gates  or  through  toll  payable  in  respect  of 
**  goods  and  merchandise  brought  into  or  carried  out 
"  of  or  through  the  ancient  city  as  it  existed  pre- 
"  viously  to  its  boundaries  being  enlarged  by  the 
**  Municipal  Reform  Act  of  1835 ;  and  the  shire  or 
**  county  toll  levied  on  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep 
"  passing  out  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  which 
"  tolls  l^ve  always  formed  a  considerable  portion  of 
**  the  revenue  of  the  corporation."  There  was  some 
litigation  between  the  corporation  and  the  railway 
companies,  and  from  this  it  appeared  that  the  railway 
companies  entering  Carlisle  have  to  pay  an  annual 
sum  as  compensation  to  \he  corporation  for  loss  of  toll 
on  goods  entering  the  city.  Various  amounts  were 
assigned  to  each  railway  company,  and  the  total 
amount  paid  by  the  railway  companies  was  615/.  a 
year.  The  tolls  collected  on  goods  entering  or  leaving 
the  city  by  road  amounted  in  1886  to  1,465/.,  and 
the  cost  of  collection  was  261/.,  leaving  the  net  amount 
of  those  tolls   1,203/.,  which,  added  to  the  amount 
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received  from  the  railway  companies,  makes  a  total 
income  of  1,818/. 

1075.  Is  there  anything  to  show  how  those  tolls 
originated  ? — I  believe  they  were  granted  by  charter 
in  each  case.  Then  at  Lancaster  there  were  similar 
tolls,  and  they  were  known  there  as  "  passage  tolls." 
The  Lancaster  passage  tolls  had  existed  for  some 
considerable  time,  and  had  been  found  to  be  a  great 
inconvenience,  and  Mr.  Williamson,  the  Member  of 
Parliament,  paid  1,500/.  to  extinguish  those  tolls,  and 
they  have  now  ceased  to  exist. 

1076.  (Chairman.)  Market  rights  were,  I  believe, 
exorcised  by  some  of  the  unreformed  municipal  cor- 
porations until  quite  recently  ? — ^Yes,  until  those  cor- 
porations were  extinguished  by  the  Act  of  1883,  by 
which  it  was  enacted  that  such  of  them  as  did  not 
receive  new  charters  should  cease  to  exist. 

1077.  Then  they  are  done  away  with  ? — ^Yes ;  bat 
one  part  of  their  property  is  market  rights.  In  the 
Act,  among  the  properties  that  they  were  found  to  be 
holding,  market  ri^ts  were  included. 

1078.  Have  you  any  suggestion  t^  offer  as  to  the 
mode  of  dealing  with  these  market  rights  ? — Yes. 
On  page  101  of  the  return  that  was  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  June  1886  it  appears  that 
there  is  a  market  belonging  to  the  old  Corporation  of 
Cowbridge.  That  corporation  has  ceased  to  exist, 
and  the  mode  prescribed  under  the  Act  for  dealing 
with  such  a  place  would  be  by  the  setting  up  of 
trustees  under  the  Charity  Commissioners.  The  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  draw  attention  is  this :  that  the 
market  rights  which,  when  they  belonged  to  this  cor- 
poration, were  supposed  to  be  held  for  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  would  now  go  to  a  body 
of  trustees,  who  would  be  managing  these  market 
rights  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  best  revenue 
they  could  from  them. 

1079.  For  whose  advantage? — For  the  advantage 
of  whatever  the  scheme  settled  by  the  Charity  Com* 
raissioners  might  be.  Of  course,  one  cannot  say  what 
the  Charity  Commissioners  would  direct,  but  it  would 
be  for  that  purpose. 

1080.  But  for  some  public  object  ? — For  some 
public  object.  The  Charity  Commissioners  have  to 
manage  these  things,  so  that  this  would  be  an  instance 
where  the  market  rights  would  go  from  a  corporate 
body  which,  although  an  unreformed  corporation, 
was  supposed  to  be  holding  these  rights  for  the 
benefit  of  the  town,  to  a  body  of  trustees.  That  is 
contraiy  to  the  notion  that  market  rights  are  best  in 
the  hand?  of  local  authorities  elected  by  the  inha- 
bitants  of  the  district.  There  are  other  cases  besides 
that. 

1081.  You  have  already  given  some  evidence  as  to 
abuses  which  are  alleged  to  exist  in  connexion  with 
the  administration  of  particular  markets;  before  we 
leave  that  part  of  the  subject  have  you  anything  to 
add  to  what  you  have  said  ? — I  wish  to  add  one  or 
two  things  to  the  evidence  that  J  ga^e  on  the  previous 
occasion.  There  is  this  distinction  between  tolls  and 
stallages :  that  tolls  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  stallages  have  not.  Tolls, 
therefore,  when  the  scale  has  been  approved  are 
demanded  according  to  the  scale ;  but  in  the  case  of 
stallages  the  market  authority  can  impose  any  charge 
they  like,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  found  in  some 
cases  that  they  take  the  greatest  amount  that  they 
can  possibly  get.  I  have  one  case  that  tends  to 
illustrate  the  hardship  of  that  practice.  At  Grimsby 
there  is  a  market  once  a  week  on  the  Saturday.  The 
corporation  will  not  allow  people  to  sell  except  from 
stalls  which  they  themselves  set  up,  and  they  charge 
from  2s.  to  2«.  6d,  for  the  market  day  for  the  use  of 
those  stalls  ;  and  I  am  informed  that  it  very  often 
happens  that  people  who  take  those  stalls  do  not 
make  sufficient  profit  even  to  pay  this  25.  6d.  The 
result  is  that  the  number  of  people  who  can  and  do 
take  the  stalls  is  very  small,  and  in  fact  much  smaller 
than  it  would  be  if  those  who  wished  to  sell  in  the 
market  liad  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.    Then  ag^n 


at  South  Shields  there  Is  a  practice  which  is  certainly 
open  to  serious  objection.  They  make  a  policeman 
the  collector  of  stallages  and  tolls,  and  of  course  the 
policeman  exercises  an  amount  of  authority  over  the 
poorei*  people  in  the  market  which,  perhaps,  an 
ordinary  toll  collector  would  not  have.  Then  again 
at  Gravesend,  the  way  in  which  the  market  has  been 
managed  there  has  practically  rendered  it  of  very  little 
use  to  the  town.  It  seems,  so  far  as  one  can  gather, 
that  the  tradesmen  had  become  very  dissatisfied  with 
the  market  because  it  competed  with  them.  The 
result  was  that  the  way  in  which  they  managed  the 
market  brought  about  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
market,  and  limited  tho  number  of  people  who  took 
advantage  of  it  There  was  a  recognised  stalhige 
which  it  was  said  that  they  took  from  holders  of  long 
standing  and  that  was  taken ;  but  from  new  comers 
they  took  as  much  as  they  could  possibly  obtain. 
Then  I  found  that  where  one  man  agreed  to  pay  an 
extra  toll  he  had  a  monopoly,  and  no  other  man  was 
allowed  to  come  into  the  market  to  carry  on  the  same 
business  as  this  man.  That  was  at  Gravesend.  There 
was  a  general  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  tradesmen  to 
the  market  being  used  for  vegetable  produce  and  articles 
of  food  ;  and  aU  those  things  taken  tiOgether  seem  to  ' 
have  practically  extinguished  the  market,  and  brought 
it  down  to  such  a  point  that  it  is  of  very  little  value. 

1082.  And  you  consider  that  that  was  done  in  the 
interest  of  the  local  tradesmen? — Ye%  everything 
seems  to  show  t-hat. 

1088.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  What  you 
have  just  said  about  the  Gravesend  market  would 
tend  to  shake  our  faith  in  the  fitness  of,  at  any  rate, 
some  local  authorities  to  look  after  markets  ? — ^Yes. 

1084.  What  do  you  suggest  ? — That  is  a  point  that 
I  drew  attention  to  before,  that  I  think  local  authori- 
ties, if  left  unrestricted  in  their  action,  are  not  the 
best  managers  of  markets. 

1085.  How  would  yon  set  about  restrietiog  them 
in  such  points  of  management  as  you  have  suggested 
at  Gravesend,  because  Uiey  seem  to  me  to  toudi  the 
very  heart  and  centre  of  market  management? — I 
have  one  or  two  suggestions  which  I  think  would 
cover  that,  and  which,  if  you  will  excuse  me,  I  vrill 
state  hereafter. 

1086.  Then  I  pass  from  that.  I  did  not  quite 
understand  the  gravamen  of  your  complaint  about  the 
2s,  M.  charge  at  Grimsby.  I  understood  you  to  say 
that  the  people  who  took  the  stalls  coukl  not  make 
the  2#.  6d,  profit  F — ^Yes,  this  2s.  6d.  being  charged 
for  one  day,  one  da^'s  business  would  sometimes  not 
bring  them  in  sufficient  to  pay  the  2s.  6d. 

1087.  There  might  be  too  many  traders  in  <me  line 
of  business  ?-«-0f  course  it  might  be  from  many 
reasonis. 

1088.  But  are  you  sure  that  that  was  not  so,  and 
that  ^e  2s.  6d.  was  an  unjust  charge  ? — I  am  informed 
so  by  the  sdHers  and  the  people  in  the  market,  by  some 
who  pay  it  and  some  who  would  sell  in  the  market  if 
the  charges  were  lower. 

1089.  In  fact  the  man  who  hires  the  stall  and  is 
practically  one  party  to  the  bargain  complains  that  the 
price  is  too  high ;  what  evidence  in  support  of  that 
did  he  supply  you  with  ?— The  position  is  this  :  he 
must  either  ti^e  that  stall  or  not  sell  in  the  market 
at  all. 

1090.  But  what  evidence  did  he  supply  you  with 
that  2s.  6d.  was  an  uivJust  charge  compared  to  the 
advantages  which  the  market  holder  gives  him? — 
The  sti^  is  a  stall  erected  in  the  open  street;  and 
one  might  say  from  one's  own  experience  that  that 
charge  is  exceptionally  high  as  compared  with  other 
places.     The  usual  charge  is  nearer  6d.  than  2s.  6d. 

1091.  That  would  raise  a  presumption  that  it  is  too 
high  a  charge  ? — Yes.  I  cannot  do  more  than  accept 
the  men's  statements  that  the  charge  is  (oo  high. 

1092.  The  statement  you  have  given  us  is  a  state- 
ment made  ex  parte  to  you  and  not  in  any  way  a 
cross-examined  or  questioned  statement  ? — I  have 
questioned  it  myself. 
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1003.  Wliat  questions  did  you  put  ? — ^I  have  ques- 
ticMied  it  with  a  view  of  aseertainiog  whether  the 
accommodation  is  not  exceptional,  and  m>  on. 

1094.  Whom  did  you  ask  ? — The  people  who  in- 
formed me. 

1095.  But  you  have  no  means  of  verifying  it  except 
their  own  statementn  ? — No. 

1096.  What  questions  did  you  put  to  them  to  find 
out  whether  the  charge  was  excessive  or  not? — I 
rather  asked  for  information  as  to  the  accommodation 
given,  and  then  I  used  my  own  judgment  as  txi  the 
charge  being  excessive,  beoiuse  I  know  that  as  com- 
pared with  other  towns  it  is  two  or  three  times  as 
much  as  the  charges  for  such  accommodation  else- 
where. 

1097.  You  did  not  address  any  inquiry  to  the  people 
who  took  the  charge  to  find  what  they  had  to  say  on 
their  own  behalf? — No,  I  did  not. 

1093.  And,  of  course,  the  people  who  informed  you. 
without  accusing  them  of  misrepresentation,  would 
have  an  obvious  interest  in  making  out  that  they  had 
a  grievance  ? — They  might,  but  the  way  in  which  they 
would  put  it  is  this  :  that  if  they  can  get  a  house  and 
a  shop  for,  perhaps,  8«.  a  week  in  the  town,  it  cer- 
tainly seems  to  be  very  unreasonable  that  for  a  stal), 
whicli  consists  of  merely  a  few  planks  of  wood  stuck 
up  in  the  market  place,  they  should  have  to  pay  2s»  (yd, 
for  one  day. 

1099.  They  would  have  an  interest  in  making  the 
best  of  their  own  cas*^  as  we  all  should  ? — Of  course. 

1100.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Was  it  stated  to  you 
that  the  demand  for  these  st^ills  is  less  than  it  other- 
wise would  be  in  consequence  of  this  high  charge  ? — 
Yes,  and  that  the  people  doing  a  small  trade  cannot 
afford  to  pay  the  stallage. 

1101.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Did  I  correctly 
understand  you  to  say  that  the  stallages  were  prac- 
tically unlimited  ? — They  are  uncontrolled ;  that  is  to 
say  there  is  no  scale,  nothing  which  fixes  their 
amount  The  amount  that  is  receivable  is  the  most 
that  can  be  got. 

1102.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  of  the  words  at  the 
end  of  the  36th  section  of  the  10th  Victoria,  that  the 
stallages,  rents^  and  tolls  must  in  no  case  exceed  the 
amounts  authorised  by  the  special  Act  referring  to  the 
market  ? — That  is  so. 

1103.  Therefore  wherever  there  is  a  special  Act 
the  stallages  must  be  within  the  limits  given  by  the 
Act  ? — Quite  so ;  but  I  am  dealing  now  with  cases  to 
which  the  Public  Health  Act  applies ;  and  that  Act 
as  incorporated  in  the  Public  Het^th  Act  of  course 
has  no  schedule  of  the  kind  whatever;  and,  in  fact, 
even  in  those  cases  where  there  is  a  local  Act  it  is  not 
customary  to  find  a  schedule  fixing  the  stallages,  or 
rather  there  are  cases  where  it  is  not  done. 

1104.  When  there  is  no  local  Act  the  Public 
Health  Act  is  the  special  Act,  is  it  not  ? — ^Yes,  that 
is  so. 

1106.  And  do  we  rightly  understand  that  the 
special  Act  neither  gives  a  scale  nor  provides  means 
for  giving  a  scale  of  the  stallages? — That  is  so. 
There  is  no  schedule  of  stallages  in  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  there  is  no  power  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  for  the  central  authority,  say  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  to  approve  of  stallages  that  are  settled 
by  the  local  authority;  their  power  of  i^proval  is 
confined  only  to  tolls. 

1106.  Are  the  byelaws  made  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  ? — Yes,  for  r^ulating  the  market. 

1107r  But  you  say  tluit  you  would  not  go  the 
length  of  providing  a  maximum  scale  of  stallages  ?•» 
No,  certainly  not. 

1108.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  With  reference  to  the 
duty  that  is  levied  in  Newcastle,  Carlisle,  and  Lan- 
caster, I  suppose  that  is  under  the  control  of  the 
corporations  of  those  places  ? — ^It  is. 

1 109.  And  if  those  tolls  did  not  exist  they  would 
have  to  raise  the  money  in  some  other  way? — I 
imagine  so,  certainly. 

1110.  {Mr,  Harwood.)  1  suppose  the  toll  levied 
upon  cattle  going  through  Carlisle  is  very  much  like 


the  duty  levied  on  wine  and  coal  coming  into  London  ? 
— ^It  is  exactly  the  same. 

1111.  The  persons  who  levy  the  toll  do  nothing 
for  the  public,  and  they  do  nothing  for  the  person 
who  buys  or  sells  ? — The  money  goes,  so  far  as  I 
can  gather,  in  reduction  of  the  rates. 

1112.  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  square  yanls 
these  people  occupy  with  a  stall  for  which  you  say 
2s,  6d.  is  paid,  because  we  allow  people  in  Manchester 
to  occupy  a  yard  for  6d,  for  six  days  ? — ^They  occupy 
a  frontage  of  8  to  id  feet 

1113.  What  is  the  width  ?^That  I  have  not  got 

1114.  Could  they  sell  in  the  street  if  they  did  not 
go  into  the  market  ? — ^No,  they  could  not, 

1 1 15.  So  that  they  compel  them  either  to  go  into 
the  market  or  starve  t — ^Yes,  that  is  the  altemative. 

1116.  If  a  man  has  not  enough  money  to  take  a 
shop  he  must  either  perish  or  go  to  the  parish  for 
relief,  or  he  must  go  to  this  market  and  work  for 
nothing  ? — ^Yes. 

1117.  {Mr,  Childers,^  How  are  these  thorough 
tolls  physically  levied,  are  there  barriers  at  the 
entrances  to  Carlisle  and  the  other  places  where  these 
tolls  exist? — Yes,  I  understand  so.  1  have  not 
myself  been  there,  but  there  seem  to  be  toll  gates. 

1118.  Like  old  tampike  gates  ? — Yes. 

1119.  And  an  establishment  like  an  octroi  establish- 
ment in  France  ? — Yes,  just  the  same. 

1120.  At  each  of  the  entrances  of  the  city  ? — Ye?. 

1121.  Could  you  name  any  other  places  besides 
Cariisle  and  Newcastle  where  they  exist  ? — ^They  did 
exist  at  Lancaster.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other 
places. 

1122-3.  {Mr.  Little.)  Is  there  not  one  at  Cam- 
bridge ? — I  do  not  know  that. 

1 1 24.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Is  there  not  one  at  Worcester  ? 
— I  do  not  know. 

1125.  Is  the  weighing  apparatus  kept  at  those 
entrances  where  the  toll  is  levied  by  weight  ? — That 
I  do  not  know. 

1126.  The  cattle  are  weighed,  I  suppose? — I  am 
not  aware  of  that.  I  should  like  to  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  personally  investigating  some  of  these 
cases,  but  I  could  not  get  to  Carhsle. 

1127.  But  we  have  practically  in  a  limited  number 
of  towns  the  continental  octroi  system?  —  Yes,  we 
have. 

1128.  {Mr.  Picton.)  When  an  elected  town  council 
is  the  market  authority,  have  not  the  burgesses  the 
remedy  in  their  own  hands  if  there  is  an  overcharge 
for  market  stalls  ? — They  have  theoretically  ;  but  in 
answer  to  a  somewhat  similar  question  when  I  was 
previously  examined,  I  think  I  told  his  Lordship  that, 
in  my  opinion,  no  election  would,  as  a  rule,  turn  on 
such  a  point  as  this. 

1129.  That  is  to  say,  people  do  not  take  suiBcient 
interest  in  it  ? — If  they  do  they  do  not  see  the  drift  of 
it,  because  they  are  led  away  mostly  by  the  idea  that 
after  all  the  market  is  good  ror  the  town,  inasmuch  as 
it  brings  in  so  many  hundreds  a  year,  which  go  in 
reduction  of  taxation,  and  I  explained  before  my 
objection  to  that. 

1130.  Do  you  consider  that  those  tolls  which  are 
taken  in  Cowbridge,  and  which  go  to  the  body  of 
trustees,  are,  properly  speaking,  market  tolls  at  all  ? 
— Yes,  they  are  market  tolls ;  it  is  a  market 

1131.  Are  they  only  levied  on  market  days  or  every 
day? — ^They  are  levied,  I  suppose,  only  on  market 
days. 

1132.  Can  you  tell  us  when  the  corporation  ceased 
to  exist? — I  cannot  give  the  exact  date,  but  I  think 
it  was  in  March  1886.  There  was  a  statutory  limit. 
Those  corporations  that  did  not  get  new  charters 
ceased  to  exist  upon  a  prescribed  day. 

1133.  Were  trustees  appointed  under  statute? — 
They  would  be  appointed  by  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners. 

1LS4.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  any  evidence  tending 
to  show  that  local  authorities  are  misled  or  mistaken 
as  10  the  principles  which  should  guide  them  in  fixing 
tolls   and  regulating  markets  ?-— This  rather  bears 
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upon  the  qaestion  that  I  last  answered.  The  local 
authorities  undoubtedly  endeavour  to  make  the  largest 
profit  they  can  out  of  these  markets,  and  whatever 
profit  they  make  goes  in  reduction  of  the  rates. 
There  again  the  markets  are  administered,  as  a  rule, 
not  with  a  view  to  the  interests  of  the  consumers  in 
the  town,  but  too  often  with  a  view  to  the  interests 
of  middlemen,  such  as  tradesmen  of  the  town ;  and 
the  smaller  the  town  the  more  likely  is  this  influence 
to  be  paramount.  I  have  met  with  a  large  number  of 
cases  where  this  is  clearly  seen  to  be  the  case,  but  I 
have  one  example  here  that  will  well  illustrate  it.  It 
is  an  address  from  a  man  named  Holmshaw,  who 
seems  to  have  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  local 
movement  fyr  markets,  to  the  ratepayers  of  Brigg. 
In  that  address  reference  is  made  to  the  proposal  to 
have  a  market.  The  ratepayers  are  told  in  this 
address  that  if  a  market  is  set  up  there  is  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  reducing  the  rates  6^^  in  the  £  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years.  Then  in  another  part  of  the 
address  this  gentleman  says  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
stop  traders  nrom  coming  to  the  market  as  had  been 
imputed  to  him,  but  he  says  that  he  certainly  does 
think  that  traders  who  attend,  and  some  of  them 
regularly,  and  who  may  possibly  do  better  than  some 
of  the  townspeople  of  the  town,  should  pay  their 
quota  towards  the  rates  of  the  town  in  a  more  direct 
way.  That  argument  is  one  which  I  have  very 
frequently  met  with.  It  is  contended  that  the  market 
should  not  be  open  to  persons  producing  outside  the 
town,  strangers  not  living  in  the  district,  unless  they 
are  prepared  to  pay  something  as  an  equivalent  to  the 
rates  and  taxes  which  the  townspeople  pay.  Of 
course  I  should  meet  that  by  saying  that  these  people 
although  they  produced  their  commodities  in  some 
outlying  districts  would  have  already  paid  their  own 
rates  and  taxes  in  the  place  of  production. 

1135.  You  do  not  consider,  in  short,  that  market 
tolls  should  be  manipulated  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  an 
advantage  to  the  tradesmen  or  residents  in  the  town  ? 
— That  is  so. 

1136.  And  I  think  I  gathered  from  your  previons 
evidence  that  the  view  you  take  is  that  market  tolls 
should  not  be  levied  with  a  view  to  make  the  markets 
pay  a  return  but  only  to  cover  expenses  ? — That  is 
so. 

1 137.  Have  you  anything  to  say  in  addition  to 
what  you  have  already  told  us  as  to  the  interference 
with  hawking  in  the  streets  ? — Tes ;  I  wish  to  men* 
tion  one  or  two  points  by  way  of  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  street  sellers  are,  as  a  rule,  very  much  handi- 
capped; and  this  is  especially  the  case  where  the  tolls 
are  in  the  hands  of  lessees,  and  not  in  the  hands 
of  either  the  original  owner  or  the  local  authority. 
There  is  a  case  which  did  not  come  under  my  own 
observation,  but  which  I  found  recorded  in  a  Cardiff 
newspaper — a  case  of  a  widow  with  five  children. 
By  dint  of  working  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
night  they  nuuiaged  to  live  ;  but  every  day  that  she 
and  her  children  went  out  to  sell  they  had  to  pay  2d*  to 
the  toll  lessee,  making  a  total  of  10^.,  there  being  five 
of  them.  This  the  woman  represented  amounted  very 
often  to  one  sixth  of  the  total  united  takings  of  herself 
and  her  children.  Of  course  the  way  that  one 
would  look  at  it  is  this:  that  either  hawking  in 
the  streets  is  vrrong,  and  it  is  a  nuisance  to  the  com- 
munity, and  should  be  entirely  put  down,  or  that  it 
should  be  permitted ;  that  the  mere  fact  that  this  2d. 
per  head  is  taken  from  these  people  does  not  make  it 
less  a  nuisance,  if  it  is  already  a  nuisance ;  and  the 
amount,  when  it  goes  in  reduction  of  the  rates,  is  so 
trivial  as  compared  with  the  hardship  that  it  imposes 
upon  the  individuals  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  taken  very  serious  notice  of, 
because  if  these  people  are  permitted  to  earn  a  liveli- 
hood in  this  way  they  have  their  mode  of  living 
seriously  interfered  with  ;  and  the  tendency  is  to 
throw  them  wholly  upon  the  rates  instead  of  letting 
them  live  on,  self-supporting.  Then  there  is  the  case 
of  Rochdale,  which  I  daresay  has  been  before  the 
Commission.    At  Rochdale  the  Mi^rket  Act  which 


empowers  a  private  company  to  hold  markets  author- 
ises the  total  prohibition  of  hawking.  But  there  the 
market  company  take  some  very  high  charges  from  the 
hawkers  with  a  view  of  granting  tibem  the  privilege  of 
continuing  to  hawk.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  local 
excitement,  I  believe,  over  it,  but  the  market  company 
is  still  master  of  the  situation,  and  hawking  is  prac- 
tically prohibited  in  that  town.  Then  in  the  case  of 
Dorchester,  I  have  a  ticket  showing  that  the  borough 
levy  a  charge  of  6<f.  authorising  a  man  to  hawk  and 
sell  from  a  truck  on  one  day.  The  man  has  to  pay 
6d.  a  ^ay  for  the  privilege  of  hawking  his  goods  abo^t. 
One  would  simply  point  out  that  such  sums  as  those 
form  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  takings  of  these 
hawkers  ;  and  the  general  complaint  which  I  find  the 
hawkers  have  to  make  is  that  they  have  a  very  great 
difficulty  indeed  in  paying  such  a  charge,  and  it  is 
clear  that  they  get  no  accommodation  whatever  in 
return. 

1138.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  these  charges 
are  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  discouraging  th« 
practice  of  hawking  without  absolutely  prohibiting  it  7 
— I  do  not  think  that  is  the  reason.  I  think  it  is 
because  the  hawking  of  goods  in  the  town  is  regarded 
as  an  interference  with  the  market  That,  I  believci 
^R  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  they  think  that  if  the  people 
do  not  sell  their  goods  in  the  market,  and  pay  the 
rents  and  stallages  and  tolls  there,  then  they  ought  to 
pay  something  else  for  the  privilege  of  going  about 
the  town  and  selling.  I  have  other  similar  tickets 
showing  the  different  charges  that  are  made. 

1139.  (Mr.  Childers.)  The  hawkers  are,  of  course, 
licensed  hawkers  ? — Certainly ;  so  that  they  have  that 
license,  whatever  it  is,  to  pay  for  in  addition. 

1140.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  I  do  not  quite 
follow  your  alternative  that  either  hawking  is  a  nuisance 
to  be  put  down  or  that  it  should  be  freely  permitted ; 
do  you  not  think  that  it  is  a  question  of  degree,  that 
a  moderate  amount  of  hawking  can  be  permitted  for 
the  convenience  of  people,  but  that  absolute  free  deal- 
ing might  be  a  great  nuisance,  and  that  this  charge, 
leaving  aside  the  question  whether  it  is  excessive  or 
not  in  any  particular  case,  is  a  reasonable  way  of  limit- 
ing without  prohibiting  ? — ^But  that  aspect  of  the 
case  is  supposed  to  be  already  settled  when  the 
hawkers  are  licensed.  The  statute  under  which 
hawkers  are  licensed  apparently  contemplates  that 
only  people  of  good  character  should  be  licensed,  and 
I  take  it  that  it  is  only  such  people  who  get  licenses. 
When  once  they  are  licensed  I  do  not  think  it  right 
that  any  other  authority  should  step  in  and  endeavour 
artificially  to  limit  them,  because  if  this  charge  of  6d. 
has  the  effect  of  limiting  the  number  of  hawkers,  then 
vou  find  that  there  are  some  people  who  have  been 
licensed  by  one  authority  and  who  are  not  allowed  to 
conduct  their  business  because  they  cannot  pay  this 
toll  to  another  authority. 

1141.  Of  course,  knowing  the  rules,  they  would  be 
careful  not  to  take  the  license  firom  one  authority 
without  being  assured  of  the  terms  upon  which  they 
could  exercise  their  trade  in  any  given  place  ?—• 
Perhaps  they  would  not 

1142.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  markets 
paying  their  expenses,  you  do  admit,  as  I  gather  from 
what  you  have  said,  that  it  is  right  that  the  markets 
should  pay  their  expenses  ? — ^Yes,  certainly. 

1143.  Supposing  that  the  ratepayers  invested  a 
sum  of  money,  either  in  the  purchase  of  market  rights 
or  in  the  erection  of  covered  in  buildings  in  which 
markets  are  to  be  conducted,  I  understand  from  your 
answers  that  you  would  limit  the  takings  to  abso- 
lutely what  would  pay  for  that,  and  nothing  more  ? — 
And  provide  a  sinking  fund. 

1144.  Would  you  allow  no  margin  for  possible 
risk  ? — Only  a  safe  margin. 

1146.  Therefore  the  question  of  the  fairness  of  a 
charge  depends  not  upon  the  abstract  amount  of  the 
charge  altogether,  but  upon  whether  the  total  receipts 
are  or  are  not  a  fair  return  upon  the  money  risked  ? — 
That  is  so. 
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1146.  {Mr.  Little.)  Ton  said  that  the  hawkers  in 
Bodidale  were  charged  by  a  private  company ;  how 
did  that  private  company  acqnire  the  right  of 
charging  ? — ^They  have  it  under  a  private  Act 

1147.  It  is  specifically  given  ? — Yes. 

1148.  (Mr,  ffarwood.)  This  question  of  hawking 
is  an  important  question.  These  hawkers  pay  for  a 
hawking  license  in  the  first  instance  ? — Yes. 

1149.  And  in  the  next  place  you  say  that  the 
authorities  do  not  provide  anything  for  them,  and  do 
not  do  anything  for  them,  and  that  doing  nothing  and 
providing  nothing  for  them  the  authorities  are  not 
entitled  to  take  anything  from  them  ;  but  that  in  the 
particular  case  which  you  have  mentioned  they  charge 
them  6c?.  per  day  for  going  through  the  streets,  and 
say  that  inasmuch  as  they  are  selling  food  in  the  town 
they  have  a  right  to  levy  some  tax  upon  them  in  the 
interest  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

1150.  And  you  say  that  hawking  properly  con- 
ducted, and  proper  persons  being  licensed  to  hawk^ 
will  enable  many  poor  families  to  get  a  livelihood  in 
an  honest  way  when  they  would  become  chargeable 
to  the  parish  if  they  were  not  permitted  to  do  so  ? — 
Yes. 

1161.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  At  Dorchester,  how  do  they 
collect  the  6d, ;  are  there  barriers,  or  is  there  an  office 
to  which  the  hawkers  go  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I 
i^ould  rather  judge  that  the  man  goes  about  the  town 
and  collects  the  money  fi-om  these  people  as  he  comes 
across  them.  They  dare  not  sell  without  first  having 
obtained  this  ticket,  and  if  they  do  not  meet  him,  then 
I  suppose  they  have  to  go  in  search  of  him  or  go  to 
his  omce.    I  do  not  know  exactly  how  it  is  done. 

1152.  (Mr.  Pic(or.)  To  whom  do  you  think  the 
injury  is  done  by  what  you  consider  the  excessive 
stallage  charges ;  is  it  to  the  consumer  or  to  the  seller ; 
does  it  raise  the  price  of  things  sold  in  the  market? — 
In  some  ways  it  will.  I  do  not  propose  to  contend 
that  any  proportion  of  these  charges  that  may  repre- 
sent rent  for  accommodation  given  would  enter  into 
the  cost  of  production.  But  so  far  as  the  charges  by 
way  of  tolls  are  restrictive  of  the  trade  they  may  en- 
hance, and  undoubtedly  do  enhance,  the  price  of  the 
article,  and  that  being  done,  of  course  the  consumer  is 
the  loser. 

1153.  (Chairman.)  Can  you  point  out  any  other 
ways  in  which  markets  are  or  may  be  so  managed  as 
to  be  restrictive  of  trade  ? — I  have  a  document  here 
which  is  a  pr^s  of  some  evidence  that  was  brought 
before  the  Manchester  Corporation  some  six  years 
ago,  and  in  that  it  appears  that  the  charges  which 
have  been  levied  in  the  Manchester  markets  were  so 
high  as  compared  with  the  charges  in  other  towns  as 
to  restrict  the  trade  going  into  Manchester  and  to 
drive  it  to  other  centres,  and  I  find  this  principally  in 
the  case  of  a  foreign  fruit  salesman.  He  stated  that 
there  were  many  occasions  when  the  consignee  would 
not  complain  if  he  only  realised  for  profit  what  his  toll 
charges  m  Manchester  amounted  to.  The  principal 
shippers  from  foreign  ports  have  found  that  the  Man- 
Chester  charges  are  the  highest  in  the  kingdom,  and 
have  sent  their  goods,  or  a  portion  of  th^m,  to  other 
large  towns,  such  as  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Sheffield,  Birmingham,  and  other  places  where  they 
find  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  send.  He  quotes 
a  letter  that  he  had  received  from  one  shipper  who 
said  that  he  had  instructions  not  to  ship  any  more 
goods  to  Manchester  as  prices  were  so  small,  and  the 
expenses  so  much  higher  than  elsewhere,  "  but  I  will 
^  send  you  this  small  lot,  hoping  it  will  be  satisfac- 
**  factory."  Then  another  man  stated  that  the  Man- 
chester charges  were  so  excessive  that  they  found 
great  difficulty  in  competing  with  other  towns; 
and  in  order  that  the  mayor  and  city  council  might 
nnderstand  how  these  charges  affect  the  trade  in 
Manchester,  he  said  he  had  gathered  informaticm 
^com  other  towns  and  he  found  that  they  compared 
fiEivourably  with  Manchester.  I  only  cited  that  as 
illostrating  the  pomt  which  I  had  raised.  Then, 
again,  to  revert  to  a  point  that  I  mentioned  in  my 


former  evidence,  where  a  distinction  is  made  between    Mr,  WiUiam 

a  wholesale  and  a  retail   market,  I  find  complaints       Auffu$tu$ 

from  Bolton,  where  the  wholesale  market  is  kept  open    Caston^F.S.S. 

up  to  a  certain  hour  in  the  day,  and  then  all  things        pTTsss 

must  be  cleared  away.     The  council  of  the  town  have  ^  '        * 

been  frequently  petitioned  to  have  an  open  market 

but  they  have  refused,  and  the  ground  that  seems  to 

have  been  stated  is  that  it  will  injure  the  retail  traders 

who  have  rented  stalls  in  the  retail  market.     It  seems 

to  be  pretty  dear  that  the  restricted  hours  of  the 

opening  of  the  wholesale  market,  and  the  driving  of 

the   trade  through    these    middlemen   in  the  retail 

market,  prevents  a  great  deal  of  produce  from  coming 

into  this  market  at  all. 

1164.  Can  you  explain  how  maikets  may  be  or  are 
managed  so  as  to  restrict  the  production  of  vegetables 
and  fruit  in  agricultural  districts  ? — ^I  find  that  the 
practice  of  allowing  stall-holders,  and  persons  who  rent 
the  little  shops  and  standings  in  markets,  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  proper  persons  to  sell  in  a  market  tends 
to  a  very  great  extent  to  prevent  small  producers  in 
agricultural  districts  outside  urban  districts  from 
bringing  their  goods  into  the  market.  It  seems  to  be 
pretty  generally  the  case  that  fanners  and  people  with 
small  plots  of  land  on  which  they  grow  things,  per- 
sons who  keep  fowls  and  other  kinds  of  poultry,  would 
readily  resort  to  the  market  if  they  could  only  see  a 
reasonable  chance  of  doing  their  business  without 
losing  anything  and  of  making  a  fair  profit ;  but  it  too 
often  happens  that  their  only  alternative  is  either  not 
to  go  into  the  market  with  their  goods,  or  if  they  do 
go  into  the  town,  to  sell  their  goods  to  the  shop- 
keepers in  the  town  ;  and  so  the  interests  of  the  con- 
sumers are  prejudiced  by  their  having  really  to  pay  for 
the  thing  passing  through  more  hands  than  it  need. 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  cultivation,  say,  of 
produce  sudi  as  would  be  grown  on  allotments  and 
things  produced  by  small  cultivation  generally  would 
be  carried  on  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present 
if  these  restrictions  on  sale  in  markets  did  not  exist. 

1156.  We  understand  that  you  are  prepared  with 
some  information  relative  to  the  markets  at  Sheffield  ? 
— ^The  markets  at  Sheffield  belong  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  I  have  ascertained  that  some  years  ago 
the  corporation  wanted  to  purchase  the  markets,  and 
opened  negotiations  with  that  object.  They  ofiered  a 
sum  of  260,000/.,  and  this  it  was  understood  the  Duke 
would  accept.  But  afterwards  the  Duke  demanded 
4  per  cent,  interest  on  the  money  for  the  time  over 
which  the  repayment  extended;  the  corporation 
offered  only  3  per  cent.,  and  the  negotiations  conse- 
qnently  fell  through.  That  is  a  case  which  I  would 
urge  illustrates  the  contention  which  I  brought  for- 
ward in  giving  my  former  evidence,  that  some  account 
ought  to  be  taken  of  the  nature  of  market  rights  ^that 
is  their  indefensible  character  when  in  the  hands  of 
private  individtials),  when  estimating  their  purchase 
price,  so  that  the  present  owners  may  not  be  as 
absolute  masters  of  the  situation  as  they  seem  to  be 
at  present. 

1156.  Can  you  cite  any  case  showing  how  market 
charges  have  increased  during  a  period  of  years  ? — 
I  have  met  with  a  great  number  of  cases  where  it  is 
clear  that  the  charges  have  very  considerably  in- 
creased during  the  nst  generation,  notwithstanding 
the  well-known  fact  that  pricesr  during  the  same 
period  seem  to  have  very  generally  gone  down.  At 
Ilkeston  I  find  that  20  years  ago  Hd.  a  week  was 
paid  for  a  standing  in  the  market.  The  local  autho- 
rity put  down  gas  in  the  market^  whereupon  this 
charge  was  raised  from  1^  to  Sd.  The  charge 
was  Sd,  in  the  sunmier,  when  presumably  no  gas 
was  used,  and  6d.  in  the  winter  when  gas  was 
used.  Then  the  local  board  having  acquired  the 
market  made  a  still  further  increase  of  a  few  pence, 
and  at  present  the  charses,  of  course  with  the  addi- 
tional accommodation  of  gas,  are  1^.  for  that  which 
20  years  ^o  was  only  charged  IM.  for. 

1157.  But  as  I  understand  additional  acconmioda- 
tion  in  the  way  of  lighting  has  been  given  ? — That 
is  so. 
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Mr.  WilHam        \  158.  Therefore  there  is  a  quid  pro  quo  P—Up  to 
/w^*j?S«   ft  certain  iwint. 
voium^s.s.       ^j^g    ^^^^  Balfour  of  Burleigh,)  Is  that  tho 

15  Feb.  1888.    ^"^7  9^^  P^o  quo  ? — Apparently  it  Is. 

1160.  Why  do  jou  say  "apparently"?     Do  you 

know  that  it  is  so  ? — T  think  it  is  so.  There  may 
be  such  a  thing  as  sweeping  or  cleansing,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind. 

1161.  But  there  is  no  additional  building  accom- 
modation ? — ^There  is  none. 

1162.  You  are  sure  of  thftt? — ^I  am  certain  of 
that. 

1163.  (Chairman,)  I  now  ask  you  generally 
whether  you  have  any  suggestions  to  oner  either  as  to 
legislation  which  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  on  the 
subject  of  market  tolls  or  db  the  regulation  of  markets  ? 
— I  would  conclude  with  a  few  suggestions  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  I  think  these  matters  should  be  dealt 
with  generally.  I  would  sugge&t  that  all  markets 
should  be  declared  to  be  open  for  certain  specified 
classes  of  produce.  By  that  I  mean  articles  of  food 
and  what  are  known  as  marketable  commodities  gene- 
rally, of  course  to  the  exclusion  of  such  thinga  as 
articles  of  foreign  produce  which  might  very  properly 
be  sold  in  shops.  Then  further,  I  would  urge  that 
tolls  which  at  present  exist,  so  far  as  they  represent  a 
duty,  80  to  speak,  upon  the  commodity  sold,  should 
be  allowed  to  be  continued  only  so  long  as  may  be 
necessary  to  extinguish  the  capital  charge  on  the 
markets.  Then  after  this  extinction  which  I  con- 
template, the  only  charges  to  be  made  should  be  in 
the  nature  of  rents  or  stallages  in  return  for  accommo- 
dation given.  These  I  wonkl  suggest  should  be 
according  to  a  scale  to  be  approved  by  some 
superior  authority  $  and  in  fixing  them  regard  should 
be  had  tp  the  cost  of  managing  the  market,  and 
no  profit  should  be  made  beyond  any  accidental 
surplus  or  safe  margin  that  may  be  necessary  to 
cover  the  risk  of  the  entcz  prise.  I  contend  that  these 
charges  should  not  be  in  the  nature  of  rackrents,  but 
that  where  there  is  a  great  demand  for  space,  addi- 
tional accommodation  ^ould  be  given  ;  and  I  would 
suggest  the  application  of  the  principle  that  is  con- 
tained in  the  Allotments  Act  of  last  year.  That  Act 
contemplates  that  whatever  may  be  the  demand  for 
allotments  the  rent  of  the  allotment  shall  be  what  is 
defined  as  a  reasonable  rent,  and  shall  be  as  near  as 
possible  the  rent  of  agricultund  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. So  in  the  case  of  these  markets,  I  would 
contend  that  the  charge  to  be  levied  should  be  rent 
and  nothing  else.  Then  I  would  urge  that  all  charges^ 
such  as  these  tolls  on  hawking  goods  and  any  other 
charges  of  a  similar  kind,  which  are  levied  outside 
of  the  market  should  be  forbidden;  and  further, 
that  people  should  not  be  prohibited  from  selling 
dsewhere  than  in  the  market  if  they  found  it  to  their 
advanta^  to  do  so;  so  that  instead  of  having  a 
monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  market  authority  yon 
will  have  a  market  I'eally  existing  only  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town. 

1164.  You  said  that  yon  would  allow  people  to  sell 
outside  of  the  market  as  much  as  they  please  ? — Yes. 

1165-6.  Would  you  allow  them  to  set  up  a  rival 
market  in  private  hands? — ^Yes,  I  would,  for  this 
reason  :  that  I  think  that  if  the  market  of  the  local 
authority  were  conducted  in  the  way  that  I  suggest  it 
should  be  conducted  it  would  not  be  profitable  to 
anyone  else  to  set  up  a  market  in  the  town  ;  and  that 
is  the  condition  that  I  want  to  bring  about.  Then 
as  to  markets  generally,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
should  be  enacted  that  in  every  town  of,  say,  5,000 
inhabitants  and  upwards  there  should  necessarily  be 
a  market,  and  that  market  should  be  open  to  all  who 
come  on  payment  of  the  charges  for  accommodation 
which  I  have  previously  referred  to.  The  local  au- 
thority should  provide  this  market  either  by  setting 
apart  a  market  place,  if  they  have  one,  in  the  public 
street,  or  if  they  have  not,  if  they  can  conveniently 
provide  private  laud  they  should  do  that.  Then  £ 
would  urge  that  in  any  action  which  the  local  au« 
thority  may  take  in  regard  to  a  market,  by  making  a 


r^ulation  oonoeming  it,  any  decision  that  they  may 
come  to  may  be  appealed  against  to  some  superior 
authority  other  than  a  court  of  law.  Of  course  there 
is  a  provision  in  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Glauses  Act 
which  enables  disputes  to  be  settled  by  a  magistrate ; 
but  there  are  other  questions  than  mere  disputes  over 
a  toll.  There  is  often  the  arbitrary  exercise  ot  power 
by  the  market  inspectors,  and  so  on.  But  these  people 
do  not  know  what  their  remedy  is,  and  they  have  no 
appeal  to  any  superior  body  that  knows  the  whole 
technicalities  of  the  matter.  I  would  suggest  that  as 
regards  byelaw  power  of  regulating  the  markets  that 
should  be  extended  even  more  fully  than  it  exists  at 
present,  so  as  to  give  the  local  authority  ample  power 
t«)  control  their  market ;  but  in  doing  this  some  in- 
dication should  be  given  of  the  limit  to  which  byelaws 
may  go.  I  have  had  great  ofiicial  experience  in  the* 
matter  of  local  authorities'  byelaws,  and  I  find  that  it 
is  a  most  common  notion  thix>ughout  the  country 
that  a  byelaw  can  be  made  on  pretty  well  any  subject ; 
and  local  authorities  seek  to  make  byelaws  on  many 
subjects  that  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  by  byelaws. 

1 167.  That  has  a  wider  application,  I  apprehend, 
than  to  the  case  of  markets ;  vou  would  propose 
generally  to  restrict  the  power  of  local  authorities  to 
make  byelaws? — I  am  not  going  beyond  markets. 
I  am  only  confining  my  i-emarks  to  markets.  What  I 
want  to  urge  is,  that  in  the  Act  that  authorises  the 
making  of  byelaws  some  indication  should  be  given 
which  will  enable  the  confirming  authority  to  say  that 
a  certain  proposed  byelaw  is  contrary  to  Uie  intention 
of  the  Act. 

1168.  If  I  understand  you  aright,  you  propose  that 
the  establishment  of  a  market  should  be  compulsory 
in  every  borough  of  more  than  a  certain  size  ? — 
Yes. 

1 169.  But  in  all  such  boroughs  the  local  authority 
is  now  popularly  elected,  is  not  that  so  ? — ^Yes. 

1 170.  That  being  so,  do  you  not  think  that  it  may 
be  left  to  inhabitants  themselves  to  determine  whether 
they  want  a  market  or  not  ? — Of  course,  one  may  say 
that  where  charter  rights  exist  the  inhabitants  have  no 
alternative.  Where  a  charter  has  in  ancient  times  been 
granted  the  inhabitants  have  no  alternative  as  to  whe- 
ther they  will  have  a  market  or  not ;  there  is  a  mai'ket 
there  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  and  one  frequently 
finds  complaints  made  as  to  the  existence  of  those 
markets  which  are  in  private  hands,  and  the  com- 
plaint is  generally  grounded  on  the  fact  that  the 
market  interferes  with  the  business  of  the  town,  and 
brings  a  lot  of  rabble  into  the  town,  or  that  showmen 
come  in  with  vans,  and  that  shooting  galleries,  and 
things  of  that  sort  which  have  nothing  to  do  with 
markets  are  set  up  and  really  do  become  a  nuisance. 
But  I  want  to  urge  that  a  market  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
duce, things  pn^uced  in  the  country  around  the 
town,  should  necessarily  exist  in  the  town,  so  that  the 
producers  can  know  that  they  have  a  right  as  i^ainst 
the  govemuig  body  of  the  town  to  come  in  and  ^1  to 
the  inhabitants. 

1 171.  Does  it  not  come  to  this,  that  yon  would  force 
the  market  on  the  local  populati<m  whether  they  want 
one  or  not  ? — Whether  the  majority  want  it  or  not  I 
would,  certainly  ;  because  one  may  be  sure  that  it  is 
to  the  advantage  of  a  large  minority  of  the  consumers. 
You  may  have  a  large  minority  of  the  consumers 
in  favour  of  it,  and  you  may  have  a  majority  of 
people  who  are  not  poor,  and  are  content  to  order 
in  their  goods  from  stores  and  shops  and  so  on  ;  but 
it  is  an  obvious  advantage  to  provide  some  means 
by  which  the  poor  consumers  and  the  producers  from 
the  outlying  districts  can  come  together. 

1172.  If  they  do  not  want  a  market  you  think  they 
ought  to  want  it  ? — ^Yes. 

1178.  And  therefore  you  would  make  its  establish- 
ment compulsory  ? — Yes,  I  would. 

1174.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Would  not  a  great  many 
small  places  object  to  it  on  the  ground  of  expense  ? — 
I  suggest  that  they  should  set  apart  a  street  or  market 
place  in  their  town. 
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I \7 6.  (Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Why  ehould 
the  majority  who  want  a  market  rule  the  miaority 
who  do  not  want  it,  and  yet  the  majority  who  do  not 
want  a  market  not  be  allowed  to  rule  the  minority 
who  do  ? — It  is  all  a  question  of  area.  You  have  got 
the  area  of  the  town  which  does  not  extend  beyond 
a  certain  limit,  and  those  are  the  people  who  have 
the  power  of  voting,  yes  or  no.  But  if  you  go  be^ 
yond  that  and  bring  in  the  people  who  want  to  sell 
goods,  then  I  anticipate  that  you  would  easily  get  a 
majority. 

1176.  You  mean  if  you  could  carve  your  district 
so  as  always  to  get  a  majority  on  your  own  side  you 
would  hke  the  minority  to  rule? — Tie  larger  the 
district  the  more  there  would  be  in  favour  of  a 
market. 

1177.  If  the  majority  who  want  a  market  may 
rule  a  minority  who  do  not  want  it,  why  should  a 
majority  who  do  not  want  a  market  be  deprived  of 
the  legitimate  rights  of  a  majority  ? — Because  I  do 
not  think  that  a  thing  of  this  kind  is  a  matter  that 
should  be  left  to  local  option.  I  do  not  myself  believe 
in  local  option  in  such  a  matter  as  this. 

1178.  (Mr.  Charringlon.)  You  think  that  people 
ought  to  be  ordered  to  take  what  is  good  for  them 
whether  they  will  or  not  ? — It  is  bimply  the  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  together  producer  and  consumer, 
and  I  think  that  the  general  opmion  of  the  country 
at  large  would  be  that  it  is  desirable  that  means 
should  be  provided  for  bringing  together  the  agri- 
cultural producer  who,  as  we  know,  is  very  much 
handicapped  at  present,  and  the  town  consumer ;  and 
I  do  not  think  that  the  ratepayers  in  the  towns  should 
have  a  right  of  veto  o:\  such  a  point  as  that. 

1179.  (Chairman.)  You  would  propose  that 
markets  should  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  the 
producers  outside  the  towns  ? — It  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  consumer. 

1180.  But  in  that  case  should  not  the  consumer 
outside,  or  the  consumer  wherever*  he  may  be,  contri- 
bute some  part  of  the  expense ;  why  is  it  aJl  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  local  residents  ? — 1  do  not  anti- 
cipate that  this  should  be  done  so  as  to  throw  the 
expense  upon  the  residents. 

1181.  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Do  you  wish 
to  compel  all  towns  to  build  a  market,  or  will  you  be 
satisfied  with  an  open  space? — An  open  space  is  all 
I  want. 

1 182.  You  would  not  oblige  the  town  authorities 
to  spend  money  upon  building? — ^No  ;  and  I  would 
say  that  the  income  that  is  derived,  supposing  that 
any  surplus  income  is  derived  from  the  conduct  of 
this  open  space  as  a  market,  may  be  accumulated  and 
in  time  may  provide  a  fund  for  the  acquisition  of 
u  building.  I  do  not  want  any  charge  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  rates. 

^  1183.  You  said,  did  you  not,  at  the  commencement 
of  your  answers  on  this  head  that  all  markets  for 
certain  specified  articles,  of  food  particularly,  should 
be  at  once  declared  open  ? — I  do  not  think  I  used 
the  word  **open."  What  I  meant  was  this,  that  all 
markets  should  be  declared  to  be  markets  for  the 
sjle  of  certain  specified  commodities. 

1184.  All  markets? — The  market  in  every  district. 
I  do  not  mean,  for  instance,  that  you  should  say  that 
a  horse  market  should  be  a  market  for  straw ;  but 
I  mean  that  it  shall  be  said  that  the  markets  in  a 
jmrticular  district^  taken  as  a  whole,  if  there  be  more 
than  one  market  in  a  place,  shall  be  markets  to 
which  persons  wishing  to  sell  particular  commodities 
may  resort. 

1185.  I,  perhaps,  misunderstood  your  answer,  but 
I  understood  you  to  say  (and  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
corrected  if  I  am  wrong)  that  articles  of  food  stood 
in  a  different  category  from  other  articles,  and  that 
upon  the  sale  of  them  and  for  the  sale  of  them  no 
charge  should  be  made  ? — I  do  not  remember  saying 
that.      , 

1 186.  You  quoted  the  precedent  of  the  Allotments 
Act  of  last  session,  and  argued  that,  following  the 
same  lines,  you  would  desire  that  market  authorities 

U     55780. 


should  be  bound  to  make  extensions  to  their  markets 
if  they  were  required  rather  than  charge  very  high 
rents ;  do  you  think  the  analogy  quite  fair,  because 
allotments  can  be  got  over  a  considerable  district, 
whereas  the  extension  of  a  market  must  be  in  the 
almost  immediately  surrounding  property  ? — It  need 
not.  There  is  nothing  more  common  than  to  find 
markets  in  different  parts  of  a  town. 

1187.  Then  you  did  not  mean  the  extension  of  the 
market,  but  the  building  of  another  market,  so  as  to 
give  additional  space  ? — ^I  used  the  word  '<  market "  in 
a  general  sense,  to  include  the  whole  of  the  markets 
in  a  particular  town. 

1188.  But  supposing  that  there  was  only  one 
market,  the  word  "  extension "  would  then  be  am- 
biguous in  the  answer  that  you  gave  just  now;  you 
would  not  mean  necessarily  the  physicfd  extension  of 
the  market,  but  an  extension  of  market  facilities  ? — 
Quite  so. 

1189.  Ii^  regard  to  the  appeal  to  some  other  tribunal 
than  a  court  of  law,  do  I  correctly  understand  that 
you  would  permit  that  appeal  upon  legal  questions  or 
only  upon  questions  of  fact  or  principle  ?  What  sort 
of  questions  would  you  refer  to  this  amateur  tribunal  ? 
— ^I  do  not  regard  it  as  an  amateur  tribunal,  because 
you  may  take  the  Local  Government  Board  at  the 
present  time,  which  exercises  a  judicial  function  in 
deciding  appeals  against  disallowances  in  local  autho- 
rities' accounts,  and  a  person  has  the  right  of  appeal 
either  to  that  Board  or  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench. 

1190.  I  understood  you  to  urge  that  questions 
between  man  and  man  as  to  relative  rights  and  obliga- 
tions should  be  referred  to  this  tribunal  as  to  a  sort 
of  court  of  arbitration  ? — No  ;  questions  between  the 
individual  and  the  local  authority. 

1191.  Even  if  they  were  questions  of  law  ? — Even 
if  they  were  questions  of  law  within  certain  limits. 

1192.  Within  what  limits? — One  could  not  very 
well  determine  the  limits  now. 

1193.  Would  you  give  us  some  help  as  to  what 
you  mean,  because  the  suggestion  is  yours  ? — ^If  it 
were  alleged  that  any  act  done  by  the  local  authority 
was  contrary  to  the  intention  or  spirits  or  words  of 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  governing  the  markets,  or  if 
it  were  alleged  that  the  local  authority  had  omitted  to 
do  anything  which  the  Acts  governing  the  markets 
directed  to  be  done,  then  appeals  should  be  possible 
to  some  central  authority. 

1194.  Would  not  the  words  that  you  have  just  used 
cover  appeals  upon  questions  which  are  essentially 
questions  of  law  as  between  one  man  and  another  or 
between  one  body  and  another,  or  between  the  indi- 
vidual and  the  corporation  ? — Yes,  they  would  ;  and 
I  intend  them  to  do  that. 

1195.  Why  do  you  think  that  the  legal  tribunals 
are  unfit  to  decide  these  questions  ? — I  do  not  .think 
they  are  unfit,  but  it  is  bringing  into  operation  a 
costly  machinery  when  you  can  get  a  cheaper  and  as 
efficient  machinery  for  the  purpose.  To  illustrate 
my  point,  I  would  urge  that  the  power  of  appeal  given 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  cases  where  a  local  authority  has  not 
compHed  with  some  duty  which  is  imposed  upon  it 
should  be  held  to  cover  cases  relating  to  markets. 

1196.  But  I  understood  your  recommendation  to 
go  further  than  that,  and  that  the  intention  and  word- 
ing of  statutes  was  to  be  brought  into  discussion  ? — 
Quite  so,  something  omitted  to  be  done  which  the 
Act  contemplates,  or  something  done  which  was  not 
according  to  the  intention  and  wording  of  the 
statute. 

1197.  Surely  that  would  be  a  legal  question,  would 
it  not? — But  these  legal  questions  are  determined  by 
departments  of  the  Government  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent.  I  have  not  the  Public  Health  Act  with 
me,  but  I  could  emphasize  what  I  say  by  references 
to  that  Act. 

1198.  You  would,  I  suppose,  admit  as  a  general 
principle  that  it  is  undesirable  that  questions  which 
are  questions  of  law  should  be  decided  by  tribunals 


Mr.  William 

AvgtutuB 

Casson.F.S.S. 

15  Feb.  1888. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74 


BOYAL  COMMISSION   ON  MARKET  EIGHTS   AND  TOLLS  : 


15  Feb.  1888. 


Mr,  WiUiam  ^hich  are  not  essentially  legal  in  their  constitution  ? — 
Augustus      As  a  general  principle,  of  course,  as  regards  any 

Cass<m,F,S.S,  question  of  law  which  involves  a  dispute,  that  is  so ; 
but  questions  of  law  which  do  not  involve  a  dispute 
are  to  a  very  great  extent  determined  by  departments 
of  the  Government  now. 

1199.  Then  it  is  to  make  corporations  discharge 
their  obvious  legal  obligations  that  you  would  have 
this  new  tribunal  or  Government  department,  and 
not  in  any  way  to  determine  what  are  the  obligations 
which  you  wish  to  have  discharged  ? — Quite  so. 

1200.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  I  think  you  said 
that  if  a  corporation  or  local  authority  held  market 
rights  you  would  allow  any  other  body  to  set  up  a 
market  free,  or  with  any  tolls  that  might  be  imposed  ? 
— Yes. 

1201.  Then  supposing  that  Sheffield,  for  instance, 
had  bought  the  market  rights  at  a  cost  of  260,000/., 
would  you  allow  another  body  to  set  up  a  market,  a 
body  wholly  free  from  any  such  burden  as  that  ? — 
No,  not  until  all  the  capital  charge  on  that  market 
had  been  extinguished  and  we  had  arrived  at  the 
stage  that  I  suggest,  when  only  charges  for  rent  are 
made. 

1202.  Then  the  rival  market  is  not  to  be  set  up 
until  the  charge  is  practically  paid  off? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

1203.  (Mr,  Little.)  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any 
proved  necessity  for  compelling  towns  to  establish 
markets  ? — I  do,  when  I  remember  the  discussions 
that  I  have  read  in  the  different  places  where  it  has 
been  proposed  to  establish  a  market.  There  have 
been  many  proposals  to  establish  a  market  under 
section  166  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  those  pro- 
posals have  not  been  carried  out  because  it  has  been 
urged  that  it  would  be  no  good  to  the  town,  and  that 
it  would  destroy  the  trade  of  the  shopkeepers,  and 
various  arguments  of  the  same  kind ;  and  I  have  seen 
some  scores  of  reports  of  that  sort  of  cases. 

1204.  You  are  referring  to  something  more  than 
boroughs ;  I  understood  you  to  make  this  recommen- 
dation with  regard  to  boroughs  above  a  certain 
population  ? — Towns. 

1205.  (Mr,  Harwood.)  As  I  understand  the  con- 
tention which  you  make,  it  is  this :  that  provided 
there  be  no  burdens  upon  the  market ;  that  is  to  say, 
no  redemption  of  purchase  money  to  be  made,  if  that 
market  is  well  conducted,  no  successful  rival  could 
be  set  up  by  anybody  ? — -Yes,  that  is  so. 

1206.  So  that  if  a  town  or  any  local  authority  took 
a  piece  of  va^cant  land,  and  they  conducted  their  market 
in  a  sensible  way  and  with  proper  care,  nobody  could 
come  and  set  up  a  rival  market  ? — No. 

1207.  And  that  no  authority  should  be  able  to  tax 
food  in  any  way  unless  they  gave  some  equivalent  for 
that  taxation  in  the  shape  of  accommodation  of  some 
kind ;  that  is  to  say,  it  may  be  in  the  form  of  a  piece 
of  land,  or  it  may  be  a  covered  building,  but  whatever 
accommodation  they  gave  they  should  only  be  able  to 
tax  the  food  that  comes  into  the  market  to  the  extent 
that  may  be  necessary  to  reimburse  themselves  for  the 
outlay  and  the  cost  of  management,  and  other  natural 
expenses  ? — Yes,  that  is  so  practically. 

1208.  (Mr.  Maclean,)  Your  primary  suggestion,  as 
I  understand  it,  was  that  markets,  at  any  rate  as 
regards  food,  should  be  made  open  ? — ^I  did  use  the 
word  "  open,"  but  not  in  the  sense  of  their  being  free 
and  open  to  all  comers. 

1 209.  In  what  sense  did  you  use  it  ? — ^I  meant  that 
a  market  should  be  declared  to  be  a  market  for  certain 
classes  of  produce  to  be  specified,  so  that  all  persons 

The  witness 


might  come  to  the  market  to  sell  their  goods.  My 
object  in  suggesting  that  was  to  prevent  what  has 
occurred  in  some  cases,  to  prevent  the  local  authority 
from  saying  that  this  shall  be  a  market  for  meat, 
poultry,  and  vegetable  produce,  and  from  saying  if  a 
man  brought  fruit,  ^'  Oh,  you  cannot  bring  fruit  into 
this  market " ;  I  want  fruit  to  be  included. 

1210.  (Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,)  Or  fish  ?— Or 
fish. 

1211.  (Mr,  Maclean.)  Then  supposing  that  there 
is  any  market  existing  in  any  town  for  the  sale  of  any 
of  these  articles,  which  is  a  private  market,  that 
private  owner  would  have  to  be  compensated  ? — Yes, 
his  rights  would  have  to  be  acquired. 

1212.  Acquired  as  you  suggest  by  the  local  autho- 
rity ? — ^Yes,  certainly. 

1213.  That  would  be  done  by  raising,  I  suppose 
upon  the  rates,  an  amount  which  would  be  sufficient 
to  buy  off  the  private  owner  ? — Yes,  certainly ;  but  I 
have  suggested  that  the  repayments  should  not  be 
from  the  rates.  It  might  happen  that  the  rates  would 
be  mortgaged,  or  it  might  happen  that  the  market 
property  was  sufficient  itself  to  take  this  mortgage. 
If  the  rates  were  mortgaged  I  do  not  think  that  any 
charge  should  fall  upon  the  rates,  but  that  so  long  as 
the  capital  charges  remain  unextinguished,  the  income 
from  the  markets  should  be  devoted  to  paying  them 
off. 

1214.  So  I  understand.  You  suggest,  I  think, 
that  the  toll  should  only  be  continued  for  so  long  a 
time  as  was  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  capital  charges  ? 
—Yes. 

1215.  The  result  of  that  would  be,  would  it  not, 
that  present  toll-payers,  if  I  may  use  the  expression, 
would  be  paying  those  charges  off  for  the  benefit  of 
posterity  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  so. 

1216.  So  that  the  present  toll-payers  would  have  to 
pay  a  great  deal  more  than  they  would  supposing  that 
the  capital  had  not  to  be  paid  off  within  a  certain 
number  of  years  ? — I  would  not  raise  the  tolls ;  I  do 
not  think  that  the  tolb  would  bear  raising. 

1217.  Do  you  think  that  that  would  be  popular 
among  the  present  toll-payers? — I  do  not  think  it 
would  make  any  difference  to  them.  They  have  the 
alternative  of  seeing  the  tolls  extinguished  20  years 
hence,  or  of  paying  them  for  ever. 

1218.  One  other  question  as  to  this  suggested  new- 
tribunal  for  settling  disputes.  I  understood  your  last 
answer  to  the  noble  Lord  opposite  to  be  this :  that 
you  did  not  suggest  any  new  tribunal  except  for  the 
purpose  of  obliging  the  local  authorities  to  carry  their 
powers,  or  so  forth,  into  effect  ? — Yes. 

1219.  Not  to  decide  questions  of  law  between  two 
what  I  may  call  ordinary  litigants?  You  do  not 
suggest  any  improvement  upon  the  ordinary  tribunals 
of  the  land  for  that  purpose  ? — No. 

1220.  (Mr.  Picton,)  I  think  you  are  of  opinion 
that  one  of  the  benefits  arising  from  your  suggestions, 
if  they  were  carried  out,  would  be  that  farmers  and 
small  producers  would  bring  in  their  own  produce  for 
sale  by  themselves  in  the  markets  ? — Yes. 

1221.  Do  you  know  of  any  facts  that  would  go  to 
confirm  that ;  do  you  know  of  any  cases  in  which, 
owing  to  special  market  facilities,  the  little  farmers 
and  ^lotment  holders  do  bring  in  their  produce  for 
sale  ? — I  do  know  of  oases,  but  off-hand  I  could  not 
mention  them  now. 

1222.  It  seemed  to  me  a  very  important  suggestion, 
and  I  should  have  liked  to  have  facts  to  support  it  ?— - 
I  am  not  prepared  at  the  moment  to  mention  them. 

withdrew. 


Mr,  Nathaniel 
Stephens, 


Mr.  Nathaniel  Stephens  examined. 


1223,  (Chairman.)  Are  you  the  clerk  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  London  Central  Meat  and  Poultry  and 
Provision  Markets  ? — I  am. 

1224.  And  are  you  instructed  by  the  corporation  to 
attend  before  this  Commission  ?— I  have  been  so  in- 
structed. 


1226.  How  long  have  you  been  holding  these 
offices  of  clerk  and  superintendent  ? — I  was  appointed 
at  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  meat  market 
previous  to  the  opening  of  it  in  1868 ;  and  on  the 
completion  of  the  poultry  market  that  was  also  put 
under  my  charge  in  1875. 
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1226.  By  whom  were  jroa  appointed  ?— By  the 
Corporation  of  London. 

1227.  By  the  common  council  ? — ^Yes. 

1228.  Where  are  the  markets*  situated  ? — ^In  Smith- 
field. 

1229.  What  is  the  area  of  the  markets  ? — ^The  meat 
market  is  631  feet  long  by  246  feet  wide,  giving  a 
superficial  area  of  166,226  feet,  which  is  equal  to 
.3a.  2r.  lOp.  44ft.  This  is  not  all  available  for  market 
purposes,  as  there  is  a  public  right  of  way  through 
the  centre  and  the  various  market  avenues,  and  in  this 
area  is  included  that  right  of  way,  and  also  the 
avenues  of  the  market.  The  shop  space  allotted  for 
the  trade  is  about  102,880  feet  The  poultry  market, 
which  was  opened  seven  years  subsequently,  is  268 
feet  long  by  the  same  width  as  the  meat  market,  246 
feet,  and  that  gives  an  area  of  64,698  superficial  feet, 
or  in  land  measure  la.  Ir.  37p.  176ft.  The  propor- 
tion of  shop  room  is  35,302  feet. 

1230.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  You  have  lately  opened 
a  fish  market  there,  have  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1231.  Is  that  included  in  those  dimensions  ? — ^No, 
I  have  no  control  over  the  fish  market  There  is 
nothing  included  in  my  return  in  reference  to  the  fish 
market. 

1232.  {Chairman,)  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of 
the  markets  and  the  mnnner  in  which  the  business  in 
conducted  ? — The  tenants  in  these  markets  are  chiefly 
commission  salesmen  and  carcase  butchers.  The' 
former,  as  the  names  implies,  receive  the  goods  and 
sell  them  on  commission  for  the  benefit  of  the  sender. 
The  carcase  butchers,  who  ai-e  fewer  in  number,  buy 
and  slaughter  the  cattle  and  bring  them  to  their  own 
shops  in  the  market  to  sell.  There  are  other  tenants 
who  buy  from  both  these  parties,  either  the  commis- 
sion salesmen  or  the  carcase  butcher ;  and  they  cut 
up  the  meat  and  sell  it  for  the  special  purposes  of  the 
retail  trade. 

1233.  {Mr.  CJiarrington.)  Are  there  no  retailers 
strictly  so-called  there  ?— No,  there  are  no  retail  shops 
whatever. 

1234.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  give  us  the  total  ton- 
nage of  the  provisions  brought  into  the  market  at 
different  periods? — ^We  commenced  in  1869,  which 
was  the  fi^t  complete  year  that  the  meat  market  was 
open.  We  opened  in  December  1868,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison  I  take  1869  as  a  complete  year, 
when  the  tonnage  was  127,9^1  tons.  In  1874  it  was 
157,629  tons;  in  1879  it  was  212,988  tons;  in  1884 
it  was  230,873  tons ;  in  1887  it  was  259,384  tons. 

1235.  So  that  there  has  been  a  steady  and  con- 
tinuous increase  ? — Yes,  from  the  first 

1236.  What  per-centage  of  increase  on  the  last  five 
years  does  this  show  ? — As  I  said  before,  taking  the 
first  year,  which  is  the  year  1869,  as  the  datum  or 
basis,  1883  would  show  an  increase  of  74  per  cent, 
upon  the  tonnage ;  1884  of  80  per  cent. ;  1885  of  90 
percent  ;  1886  of  96  per  cent ;  and  1887  of  102  per 
cent. 

1237.  That  is  to  say,  it  has  more  than  doubled  in 
18  years? — In  18  years  it  has  rather  more  than 
doubled. 

1238.  What  are  the  tolls  charged? — ^The  toll  is  one 
uniform  toll  upon  all  that  comes  in  of  a  farthing  on 
every  21  lbs.  weight     We  weigh  the  goods  in. 

1239.  What  are  the  rentals  and  what  do  they  in- 
clude?— The  rental  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
market  for  all  the  shops  is  a  weekly  rental,  collected 
every  week,  and  it  amounts  in  the  meat  market  to 
667/.  28.4td.  per  week,  and  this  is  equal  to  \'bb6d. 
per  foot  super  of  the  area  of  the  shop  floor. 

1240.  In  round  numbers  l^d.  ? — Yes ;  a  small 
fraction  over  \\d. 

1241.  Now,  will  you  give  us  the  same  figures  in  the 
case  of  the  poultry  market  ? — In  the  case  of  the  poultry 
market  the  shops  with  a  few  extra  vaults  produce 
296/.  28.  Ad.  per  week,  and  the  rental  there  is  an  even 
2d.  per  foot  super  on  the  area  of  the  shop  floor.  In 
the  meat  market  the  charge  includes  the  use  of  the  shop 
with  a  floor  above  it  extending  over  a  portion  of  the 
premises,  and  containing  a  room,  and  a  lavatory,  aad 


wateroloeet  It  also  includes  the  use  and  maintenance 
(the  corporation  maintaining  and  repairing)  of  the 
meat  rails  and  hooks,  the  gas  fittings,  desk,  and  other 
office  fittings,  and  the  supply  of  water.  In  the 
pork,  poultry,  and  provision  market,  there  is  also 
a  basement  provided  and  included  in  the  2d.  per 
foot.  The  corporation  also  repair  and  cleanse  the 
entire  buildings,  and  provide  all  the  water  required 
for  the  lavatories  and  the  urinals,  and  places  round 
the  market  for  public  use. 

1242.  Are  you  able  to  tell  us  in  what  ratio  the 
toUs  stand  to  the  prices  of  the  commodities  sold  in  the 
markets? — I  am.  Some  two  or  three  months  since  I 
had  the  question  brought  under  my  attention,  and  I 
took  considerable  pains  to  get  an  estimate  of  what 
value  the  parties  best  qualified  to  judge  put  upon  the 
goods^  Having  obtained  that  opinion  from  about  a 
dozen  of  the  most  competent  persons  I  took  the 
average  of  the  amounts,  and  I  find  that  it  comes 
very  nearly  to  the  sum  named  by  the  majority  of 
them,  which  was  ^\d.  per  lb.  That  is  the  average 
price  that  all  the  commodities  coming  within  those 
two  markets  make  in  the  trade. 

1243.  {Mr.  3Iacl€an.)  Is  that  simply  for  the  meat 
market  ? — ^No,  that  is  the  two  markets,  which  would 
include  the  meat  with  its  offal,  and  the  poultry,  with 
pork,  provisions,  butter,  and  eggs.  We  have  no  means 
of  subdividing  it,  because  we  weigh  it  in  bulk  in 
the  waggons,  and  we  cannot  tell  what  is  in  the 
hampers. 

1244.  {Chairman.)  I  understand  that  the  value  an 
you  put  it  is  9*.  2\d.  for  every  21  lbs.  ? — It  is.  I 
have  taken  21  lbs.,  because  that  is  the  datum  upon 
which  the  authorised  toll  of  a  farthing  is  charged. 

1245.  I  see  that  you  bring  it  out  that  the  farthing 
amounts  to  t^t^^  ^^  *^®  value  of  the  goods  ? — ^Yes ; 
5^.  per  lb.  on  21  lbs.  is  equal  to  98.  2\d.^  and  the 
toll  charged  is  equal  to  ^^th  part  of  that-,  or  '002267 
upon  the  value  of  the  goods. 

1246.  What  additional  charge  does  the  rental  im- 
pose upon  the  goods  sold  ? — ^The  maximum  rental  of 
the  markets  is  equal  to  50,088/.  28.  Sd.  for  52  weeks, 
and  the  weight  of  the  goods  brought  into  the  markets 
during  the  52  weeks  of  last  year  was  256,031  tons 
1  quarter. 

1247.  That  gives  a  charge  of  how  much  ? — Of  *44 
of  Id.  upon  every  21  lbs.  of  these  goods.  That  added 
to  the  farthmg,  which  I  have  stated  before  as  being 
the  toll,  gives  •69c?.,  or  approximately  rm^hs  of  Id,,  for 
every  21  lbs.  weight  That  includes  the  rent,  rates, 
taxes,  toll,  water  supply,  public  lighting,  repairs, 
supervision,  cleansing,  and  the  accommodation  named 
b^ore. 

1248.  That  would  be  Id,  upon  every  30  lbs.  weight  ? 
— As  nearly  as  possible.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  show  you  on  the  plan  of  the  market  the  public 
roadway  that  I  have  referred  to  (describing  the  plan). 
In  constructing  the  new  market,  the  corporation 
adopted  a  different  plan  and  built  it  in  blocks,  which 
gives  better  access  for  business  and  better  frontage 
and  is  more  convenient,  and  to  my  mind  a  great  im- 
provement. 

1249.  You  take  ^^^yths  of  Id,  upon  9*.  2Jrf,  the 
value  of  21  lbs.  ? — ^Yes ;  and  that  makes  the  rental 
and  toll  together  equal  to  xhr^  ^^  '  006369  of  the  value 
of  the  goods. 

1250.  Is  that  the  rental  alone? — No;  the  rental 
and  toll  together  are  equal  to  i4t^^  ^  ^^^  value  of 
the  goods,  taking  them  at  the  estimated  value  of  5^d» 
per  lb. 

1251 .  Have  you  any  official  returns  as  to  the  prices  ? 
— No  ;  that  is  not  within  my  province. 

1252.  How  did  you  arrive  at  the  figures  that  you 
have  given  us  ? — From  the  accounts  that  I  keep  of 
the  revenue  derived  firom  the  market  for  the  corpora- 
tion of  London.  I  make  an  annual  return  to  them  in 
the  shape  of  a  report,  which  1  have  also  consulted, 
and  I  have  those  reports  with  me.  I  did  not  know 
whether  they  would  be  required. 

1253.  From  whence  are  these  supplies  for  the 
markets  drawn  ? — From  nearly  all  parts  of  the  world, 
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Italy,  Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  Austria,  Prussia, 
Poland,  Denmark,  North  and  South  America,  the 
Falkland  Islands,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand. 

1254.  Can  you  give  any  details  a?  to  the  ^owth  of 
the  colonial  meat  trade  at  these  markets  ? — Yes  ;  from 
the  sources  that  I  mentioned  before.  In  1 876  was 
the  first  importation  of  American  meat  into  the  market, 
when  we  had  5,513  tons.  In  1881  it  had  grown  to 
27,439  tons,  in  1886  to  30,214  tons,  and  in  1887 
there  was  a  falling  off ;  it  fell  back  to  24,364  tons. 

1255.  With  regard  to  the  Australian  and  New 
Zealand  dead  meat,  what  was  the  import  in  the  year 
1881  ?— That  was  the  first  year  that  we  had  it ;  it 
was  565  tons  only.  In  1884  it  was  11,128  tons.  In 
1 887  it  was  15,107  tons,  which  is  the  highest  quantity 
that  we  have  attained  to. 

1256.  What  districts  are  supplied  from  the  markets  ? 
—  The  whole  of  the  metropolis  and  suiTOunding  places, 
and  many  of  the  provincial  towns,  extending  into  the 
northeiii  counties  of  England,  are  in  part  supplied, 
especially  university  towns  and  places  of  seaside  and 
summer  resort ;  and  the  inferior  meat  goes  to  the 
shipping  ports  for  the  sailors. 

1257.  The  markets,  I  presume,  are  wholesale  ? — 
Yes,  except  on  Saturday.  In  the  after  part  of  Satur- 
day afternoon  and  evening  there  is  a  rather  consider- 
able retail  trade  carried  on,  and  only  then. 

1258.  Can  you  explain  why  the  retail  trade  is  con- 
fined to  Saturday  afternoons? — It  is  because  the 
working  classes  are  largely  supplied  then.  They  get 
their  wages  on  that  day  ;  they  are  at  liberty  and  they 
come  there  and  stroll  about  the  market  and  buy 
pretty  largely  ;  and  it  also  affords  an  opportunity  to 
clear  up  in  the  market  itself. 

1259.  They  buy  their  Sunday  dinner,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes. 

1260.  What  are  the  market  days  ? — Daily,  except 
Sundays. 

J  261.  Which  are  the  busiest  days? — Those  vary. 
In  the  summer  time  the  trade  shifts  somewhat  from 
what  it  is  in  the  winter.  I  have  made  an  abstract 
from  the  books  showing  the  daily  averages  during 
the  past  year,  and  I  find  that  during  the  cold  season 
from  January  to  March,  and  also  from  October  to 
December,  on  Monday  the  average  weight  delivered 
was  922  tons;  on  Tuesday,  681  tons;  on  Wednesday, 
793  tons;  on  Thursday,  907  tons;  on  Friday,  1,388 
tons  ;  and  on  Saturday,  486  tons.  In  the  hot  season, 
which  would  be  six  months,  between  April  and  Sep- 
tember inclusive ;  on  the  Monday  we  only  got  656 
tons;  on  Tuesday,  622  tons;'  on  Wednesday,  612 
tons;  on  Thursday,  731  tons;  on  Friday,  1,206  tons; 
and  on  Saturday,  772  tons,  showing  that  the  trade  is 
thrown  on  to  Saturday  ready  for  Sunday. 

1262.  Can  you  explain  why  the  amount  of  business 
done  is  so^much  greater  on  Friday  than  on  any  other 
day  ? — Because  they  are  providing  for  the  Saturday's 
and  Sunday's  trade.  A  man  is  glad  to  buy  all  he  can 
on  the  Friday,  so  as  to  be  at  liberty  to  attend  to  his 
shop  on  the  Saturday;  of  course  he  has  a  double 
demand  then. 

1263.  {Mr,  Charrington,)  We  hear  that  a  great 
deal  of  fish  is  spoilt  at  Billingsgate  ;  is  much  meat 
spoilt  at  the  meat  market  ? — A  very  small  proportion 
indeed.  Two  or  three  times  in  our  career  portions  of 
cargoes  of  American  meat  have  been  seized,  but  at 
other  times  a  very  small  quantity  has  been  spoilt. 

1264.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  had  any  complaints 
with  reference  to  the  markets  ? — None.  Our  com- 
mittee meet  monthly,  and  it  is  their  business  to  attend 
to  all  matters  that  crop  op. 

1265.  If  there  had  been  complaints  you  would  have 
heard  of  them  ? — Undoubtedly  I  should  have  heard  of 
them. 

1266.  {Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Are  your  sales 
conducted  by  auction  or  by  salesmen  ? — By  salesmen 
entirely. 

1<*67.  Have  you  ever  done  anything  to  discourage 
sales  by  auction  ? — They  have  never  been  adopted. 
J  26b.  It  has  never  been  suggested  ? — No. 


1269.  It  does  not  suit  the  trade  ? — ^No.  It  is  used 
in  the  fish  trade,  but  not  in  our  trade. 

1270.  You  have  given  us  some  large  figures  as  to 
the  increase  of  trade ;  can  you  give  us  any  figures  as 
to  the  relative  proportion  between  the  money  tiiat  you 
draw  and  the  money  that  you  expend  upon  the  market, 
including  interest  upon  capital? — No,  that  is  not 
within  my  province ;  that  would  be  within  the  office 
of  the  Chamberlain  of  London.  I  mei'ely  pay  my 
money  into  the  corporation  account. 

1271.  {Mr,  Little,)  You  said  that  you  have  three 
classes  of  occupants  and  tenants ;  can  you  tell  us  how 
many  of  them  are  commission  salesmen  and  how  many 
are  carcase  butchers,  and  how  many  are  dealers  ? — I 
should  think  that  three  fifths  or  three  fourths  would 
be  commission  men ;  in  fact  nearly  every  man  would 
get  a  little  commission,  although  his  business  would 
not  be  essentially  a  commission  business,  because  he 
would  be  open  to  receive  as  many  goods  as  he  could 
get 

1272.  It  is  very  largely  commission  business? — 
Very  largely. 

1273.  You  have  shown  us  that  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  colonial  and  foreign  meat  trade  ; 
has  there  been  an  equal  increase  in  the  home  con- 
signments, or  has  the  increase  been  in  the  imports  ? — 
The  increase  in  the  home  consignments  would  not  be 
so  heavy  in  proportion  as  the  increase  upon  the  grow- 
ing colonial  trade. 

1274.  But  the  increase  has  not  been  entirely  in  the 
foreign  and  colonial  trade  ? — No,  because  in  18  years 
we  have  more  than  doubled  the  gross  weight  of  the 
first  year,  which  was  127,000  tons,  whereas  the  entire 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  colonial  meat  would  pro- 
bably only  give  us  an  increase  of  30,000  tons. 

1275.  Is  the  trade  developing  in  the  direction  of 
supplying  more  distant  towns  ? — ^Yes,  I  think  so ; 
and  I  think  that  has  grown  since  we  have  had  the 
American  and  colonial  meat. 

1276.  There  is  a  return  of  prices  furnished  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  to  the  corporation,  is  there  not  ? — 
Not  to  the  corporation. 

1277.  Is  it  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Trade  ?— I 
am  not  aware  that  it  is ;  I  know  of  no  one  making  it. 
I  have  heard  of  its  being  supplied  to  the  papers  by 
one  or  two  parties  privately,  but  I  have  never  heard  of 
an  official  return.  If  there  had  been  such  a  return  it 
would  probably  have  been  in  my  hands  to  get  it  out. 

1278.  I  remember  asking  something  about  it  from 
Mr.  Groldney,  and  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
you  would  be  able  to  give  us  information  about  it ; 
you  do  not  know  of  any  such  return  ? — No,  I  have 
never  heard  of  it. 

1279.  Then  if  any  return  of  the  kind  is  quoted, 
it  is  not  one  that  you  have  anything  to  do  with  ? — 
No. 

1280.  And  not  an  official  one  ?  —  No ;  I  have 
brought  with  me  a  plan  of  the  blocks  showing  the 
buildings  {producina  a  plan). 

1281.  {Mr.  Maclean.)  Is  there  any  fish  market  at 
Smithfield  ? — Yes,  that  further  block  {pointing  it 
out)  represents  the  fish  market.  This  is  the  meat 
market,  and  that  is  the  poultry  market,  and  that  is 
the  present  fish  market  {pointing  them  out)y  which  is 
to  be  turned  into  a  vegetable  market  in  place  of  that 
at  present  held  in  Farringdon  Street. 

1282.  But  in  any  observations  that  you  have  been 
good  enough  to  make,  you  have  not  referred  at  all 
to  the  fish  market  ? — ^No,  I  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  fish  market. 

1283.  How  long  has  that  been  open  ? — About  five 
years,  I  thinlu 

1284.  {Sir  James  Carry.)  Have  you  sufficient  ac- 
commodation for  the  increasing  trade  ? — ^We  have  at 
present.  Of  course  you  will  gather  from  my  evidence 
that  while  the  supplies  have  increased  100  per  cent, 
the  area  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  trade  has  only 
increased  about  30  or  32  per  cent.,  so  that  we  are 
more  closely  packed  than  we  were  at  first. 

1285.  Have  you  ever  inquiries  from  commission 
agents  or  others  for  increased    accommodation  that 
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70a  cannot  supply  ? — ^There  is  alwajrs  a  sharp  com- 
petition  when  there  is  any  space  available. 

1286.  But  70U  are  able  to  accommodate  up  to  the 
present  time  all  who  come  ? — I  cannot  say  all  who 
come,  because  many  very  petty  men  have  affiled  who 
would  probably  only  come  and  take  it  for  a  week  or 
two ;  but  the  corporation  exercise  a  discretion  and 
select  the  more  respectable  people. 

1287.  Then  we  cannot  say  that  every  one  who 
apphes  id  accommodated? —  No,  we  cannot  do  so. 
There  are  some  shops  round  the  fish  market  which 
have  been  made  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  trade 
attaching  to  these  markets,  and  they  are  being  filled 
up  gradually  by  those  who  apply  now. 

1288.  Do  you  anticipate  a  considerable  increase  in 
this  foreign  meat  trade  ? — 1  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  go  on  increasing,  because  every  year  they 
get  better  means  of  bringing  it,  and  we  have  cold 
storage  for  receiving  it.  Under  the  poultry  market 
there  is  a  cold  air  store  with  room  to  store  about 
80,000  sheep. 

1289.  Is  it  fitted  with  refrigerators  ? — Yes,  the  air 
is  condensed. 

1290.  How  is  the  meat  conveyed  from  the  ship  to 
you  ? — It  is  conveyed  in  vans  fi-om  the  ships  into  the 
store  and  brought  up  as  the  market  requires  it,  or 
sent  into  the  provinces  direct  from  there. 


1291.  But  1  presume  that  sometimes  you  have  a 
lot  of  meat  in  the  nutrket,  and  it  takes  some  time  to 
work  it  off? — ^No ;  we  have  never  a  heavy  glut.  The 
tele<i:rapli  enables  the  supply  to  be  regulated  very 
quickly. 

1292.  Does  that  apply  to  the  supply  from  foreign 
p.irts  ? — Not  to  that  coming  from  foreign  parts.  When 
4  cargo  of  80,000  sheep  comes,  it  goes  into  that  store 
or  into  another  one  on  the  other  side ;  so  that  pro- 
bably during  the  time  that  those  30,000  are  delivering 
into  the  score  we  get  none  of  them  in  the  market.  We 
may,  perhaos,  have  15,000  frozen  sheep  in  the  course 
of  a  week  ;  that  would  be  about  the  quantity. 

1293.  Is  there  any  private  accommodation  for  car- 
goes of  that  kind  ? — Yes ;  that  ;s  a  private  matter. 
The  vaults  are  merely  let  by  the  corporation  to  tenants, 
but  there  is  also  another  on  the  north  side  of  the 
market  held  by  Messrs.  Bell^  of  Glasgow,  agents  for 
the  American  trade,  and  they  have  room  for  20,000 
sheep. 

1294.  Do  they  fit  up  their  own  refrigerators  ? — 
Yes.     Messrs.  Bell  are  the  patentees  of  the  process. 

1295.  The  trade  seems  to  have  been  decreasing. 
Last  year  you  had  less  from  America,  and  a  larger 
quantity  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  ? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 
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The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  GifiORGB  Philoox  examined. 


1296.  (Chairman,)  Axe  you  the  clerk  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Foreign  Cattle  Market  at  Deptford  ? 
— I  am. 

1297.  And  I  believe  you  are  here  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  corporation  ? — Yes,  to  give  you  all  the 
information  that  I  am  able. 

1298.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  office 
of  clerk  and  superintendent  ?- -During  the  period  of 
the  construction  of  the  market,  and  from  its  opening 
on  the  1st  of  January  1872,  16  years. 

1299.  By  whom  are  you  appointed  ? — By  the 
Markets  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 

1300.  Where  is  the  market  situated  ? — In  Deptford, 
in  the  county  of  Kent. 

1301.  What  is  its  area  P^About  30  acres. 

1302.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  market 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  carried  on  ? 
— The  market  was  constructed  under  the  Contagious 
Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1869,  for  the  sale  and 
slaughter  of  animals  imported  into  the  port  of  London 
from  scheduled  countries.  The  scheduled  countries 
are  those  in  which  disease  is  known  or  suspected 
to  exist.  Animals  from  such  countries  must  be 
slaughtered  at  the  port  of  landing.  I'he  Foreign 
CatUe  Market,  Deptford,  is  the  landing  place  for 
slaughter  for  the  port  of  London.  No  foreign  animal 
is  allowed  to  leave  the  market  alive,  and  all  animab 
must  be  slaughtered  within  10  days,  exclusive  of  the 
day  of  landing.  They  are  consigned  to  commission 
salesmen  (of  whom  there  are  a  large  number),  and 
they  sell  the  animals  alive.  The  sales  take  place  by 
private  contract,  not  by  auction.  The  persons  who 
purchase  them,  viz.,  wholesale  and  retail  butchers, 
have  in  most  instances  a  slaughter-house  on  the  pre- 
mises, for  which  they  pay  a  yearly  rental,  and  they 
slaughter  their  cattle  at  any  time  during  the  10  days 
allowed  by  law,  as  they  may  require  them  for  the 
purposes  of  their  business.  The  butchers  retain  the 
whole  of  the  offal  of  their  animals.  This  oifal  in- 
cludes what  is  known  as  the  fifth  quarter,  viz.,  head 
and  tongue,  heart,  liver,  tripe,  tail,  feet,  fat,  and  hide. 
The  manure  is  collected  and  disinfected  by  the  market 
authorit}',  and  that  at  a  loss  to  them.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  with  regard  to  the  market  that  the 
Privy  Council  have  power  to  vary  the  number  of 
oountries  scheduled,  and  an  omission  of  a  country 
from  the  schedule  might  at  any  time  cause  a  serious 
diminution  in  the  trade  of  the  market. 


1303.  The  more  countries  there  are  scheduled,  of 
course  the  more  business  there  is  in  the  market  ? — 
That  would  be  so. 

1304.  Are  you  able  to  give  us  the  total  tonnage  of 
animals  brought  into  the  market  during  the  last  year  ? 
— I  am  not  able  to  give  you  the  tonnage.  I  can  give 
you  the  number  of  animals  brought  into  the  market 
each  year  from  its  opening. 

1306.  That  was  in  January  1872?— Yes.  In  that 
year  there  were  38,129  cattle,  817  calves,  124,508 
sheep,  and  173  swine. 

1306.  Then  will  you  take  five  years  later,  take  the 
year  1 877 ;  what  was  done  in  that  year  ? — There  were 
47,255  cattle,  19,442  calves,  701,723  sheep,  and  9,806 
swine. 

1307.  Now  going  on  five  years  further,  what  was 
the  number  in  1882  ?— 105,964  cattle,  21,638  calves, 
778,775  sheep,  and  11,705  swine. 

1308.  What  was  the  number  last  year,  1887  ? — 
52,989  cattle,  26.405  calves,  728,002  sheep,  and  18,626 
swine. 

1309.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  cattle  since  the  years 
1882-334? — Yes,  there  has  been  a  gradual  decrease 
since  then. 

1310.  (Mr.  Little,)  Are  the  countries  from  which 
the  animals  come  practically  the  same  ?~  Quite  the 
same. 

1311.  (Chairman,)  We  will  not  trouble  you  to  give 
us  vivd  voce  the  number  of  animals  brought  into  the 
market  and  the  ports  irom  which  they  come,  but 
probably  you  v/ill  be  able  to  put  in  a  paper  giving 
those  figures  ? — Yes  (handing  in  a  paper). 

1312.  I  understand  the  total  to  be  upwards  of 
9,000,000  ot  animals  ?— Yes,  9,414,184. 

1313.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  ?— The  charges 
for  landing,  wharfage,  lairage,  and  market  dues  are  as 
follows :  beants  per  head,  5*. ;  calves  per  head,  2s, ; 
pigs  per  head,  \s,  ;  sheep  per  head,  9d. 

1314.  How  are  those  charges  divided  as  to  wharfage, 
lairage,  and  market  dues  ? — They  have  not  been 
divided,  but  a  charge  should  be  made  for  wharfage, 
for  the  use  of  the  wharf,  and  the  driving  into  the  lairs, 
which  the  market  authority  does ;  lairage  for  10  days, 
including  a  constant  supply  of  water  ;  the  delivery  of 
the  animals  in  the  first  instance  to  the  consignee,  and 
afterwards  to  the  purchaser  in  such  numbers  as  ho 
may  require  them  for  the  purposes  of  slaughter ;  and 
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the  animals  that  are  not  paid  for  on  the  day  of  Bale 
are  booked  there  for  what  they  call  a  banker's  note. 
We  hold  them  until  the  purchaser  brings  a  note  from 
the  bank  to  say  that  they  are  paid  for ;  but  we  are 
really  responsible  for  them  from  the  time  when  they 
step  upon  our  wharf  until  they  leave  the  lairage  for 
the  butchers. 

1315.  (Mr.  Little,)  Do  you  employ  a  tender  for 
landing  the  animals  ? — The  ships  come  alongside  the 
jetties. 

1316.  In  all  cases? — Not  in  all  cases;  in  all  cases 
of  continental  steamers. 

1317.  But  if  a  very  large  steamer  cannot  come  to 
the  jetty,  what  do  you  do  then  ? — We  have  a  steamer 
to  tranship  the  animals. 

1318.  Do  you  charge  them  anything  for  that? — 3*. 
per  head. 

1319.  (Chairman,)  Can  you  tell  us  in  what  ratio 
the  tolls  stand  to  the  prices  of  the  animals  sold  in  the 
market? — From  inquiries  that  I  have  made  I  find 
that  the  average  weight  of  a  bullock  is  about  90  stone, 
taking  the  stone  at  8  lbs.,  the  weight  used  in  London, 
and  this  at  Ss,  7d,  per  stone  gives  about  16/.,  to  which 
must  be  added  21,  5s, ,  the  value  of  the  offal,  making 
together  18/.  5*.  the  value  of  the  bullock.  The  toll 
of  5*.  is  therefore  yV^d,  or  -0137  of  the  value  of  the 
animal.  The  weight  of  a  sheep  averages  8  stone,  and 
this  at  4*.  4d,  per  stone  gives  1/.  14*.  8c?.,  to  which 
must  be  added  7*.  4c?.,  the  value  of  the  offal,  making 
about  21.  2s.  for  the  animal.  A  toll  of  9c?.  upon  this 
is  therefore  jV^^j  ^^  '0178  of  the  value  of  t-he 
animal. 

1320.  (Mr.  Little.)  Is  that  7s.  4d.  for  the  offal  ?— 
That  is  for  the  skin,  pluck,  head,  and  feet;  they 
reckon  it  at  about  7*.  4d.  taking  the  year  through. 

1321.  (Chairman.)  Will  you  give  us  the  figures 
in  the  case  of  calves  ? — The  weight  of  a  calf  aver- 
ages IG  stone,  and  this  at  3*.  8c?.  per  stone  gives 
21.  I8s.  M^  to  which  must  be  added  11*.  6d.  for 
the  value  of  the  offal,  making  about  3/.  10*.  2d,  for 
the  calf.  A.  toll  of  2s.  upon  this  is  therefore  ^th, 
or  '0285  of  the  value  of  the  animal.  The  weight  of 
a  pig  averages  14  stone,  which  at  3*.  per  stone  gives 
21.  2*.,  to  which  must  be  added  2*.,  the  value  of  the 
offal,  making  21.  4s.  for  a  pig.  A  toll  of  1*.  upon 
this  is  therefore  :f\th,  or  '0227  of  the  value  of  the 
animal. 

1322.  Can  you  tell  us  what  are  the  rentals,  and 
what  they  include  ? — The  totals  rentals  in  the  year 
1887  were  5,858/.  17*.  from  slaughter-houses,  offal- 
houses,  hay  stores,  stabling,  and  banking  premises. 
The  charge  for  rent  includes  rates  and  taxes  and 
water  supply  in  addition  to  all  hooks,  fittings,  travel- 
ling gear,  hot  water,  steam  boilers,  &c.,  for  the 
slaughter-houses. 

1323.  Have  you  any  official  return  of  the  prices  ? — 
No,  I  have  none  whatever. 

1324.  How  have  you  obtained  the  figures  that  you 
have  given  us  ? — From  inquiries  made  of  salesmen 
and  butchers  in  the  market,  and  information  as  to  the 
selling  price  of  the  dead  meat  at  the  Central  Meat 
Market. 

1325.  Fiom  what  countries  are  the  supplies  for  the 
market  drawn  ? — From  the  United  States  of  America, 
cattle  and  sheep ;  from  Holland,  cattle,  sheep,  and 
pigs ;  from  Belgium,  sheep ;  from  Grermany,  sheep  ; 
from  Spain,  cattle  ;  from  Portugal,  cattle ;  and  from 
Schleswig  and  Holstein,  cattle  and  sheep. 

1326.  What  districts  are  supplied  from  the  market  ? 
— A  little  over  two  thirds,  as  near  as  I  can  estimate, 
is  sent  to  the  Smithfield  Market,  and  a  large  quantity 
is  sent  to  the  Whitechapel  Market.  Retail  butchers 
from  all  parts  of  the  metropolis  draw  supplies  from 
the  market.  A  large  quantity  of  mutton  is  sent  into 
Wales  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  We 
used  to  send  a  large  number  to  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chester, but  we  have  not  done  so  lately. 

1327.  There  is  no  obligation  or  inducement,  I 
suppose,  upon  anyone  to  send  his  meat  to  a  particular 
market  ? — No ;  there  is  nothing  to  compel  anyone  to 


send  it  to  any  particular  market.     When  killed  they 
may  send  it  where  they  please. 

1328.  The  market  is  entirely  wholesale,  is  it  not  ? 
— Yes,  entirely. 

1329.  What  are  the  market  days? — ^Monday  and 
Thursday  in  each  week;  but  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  animals  being  bought  or  sold  in  lairs  on  other 
than  market  days,  and  salesmen  very  frequently  take 
advantage  of  this  privilege. 

1330.  When  you  speak  of  Mondays  and  Thursdays  as 
being  market  days,  yOu  merely  mean  that  they  are  the 
busiest  days  ? — They  are  the  recognised  market  days ; 
but  it  is  inserted  in  the  byelaws  that  nothing  should 
prevent  animals  being  sold  in  the  lairs  on  other  than 
market  days.  The  animals  have  to  arrive  by  water, 
and  in  consequence  of  stress  of  weather  vessels  some* 
times  do  not  arrive  in  time  for  sale  on  the  proper 
market  day. 

1331.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  with  referenoe 
to  the  market  ? — No,  not  with  regard  to  the  market 
itself  and  it«  accommodation,  which  appears  to  give 
every  satisfaction.  The  only^  complaints  have  been 
in  respect  of  the  tolls,  and  those  complaints  related 
mainly  to  sheep. 

1332.  Is  the  toll  upon  sheep  relatively  higher  than 
upon  the  other  animals  ? — ^I  think  not. 

1333.  Why  should  the  complaints  be  limited  to 
sheep  ? — I  do  not  know  the  reason,  but  it  was  the  9d. 
toll  on  sheep  that  they  complained  of  principally. 

1334.  (Sir  T,  Martineau.)  I  see  the  City  Remem- 
brancer said  *^  There  is  a  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
"  charges  at  Deptford  Cattle  Market,  but  with  regard  to 
"  the  tolls  there  is  no  complaint,  they  are  so  very  low 
"  all  through."  What  are  the  charges  that  have  been 
complained  of  ? — The  complaint  was,  so  far  as  I  con 
remember,  of  the  charge  of  9rf.  on  the  sheep.  They 
thought  that  it  was  ratber  in  excess  of  what  it  should 
be. 

1335.  Has  it  been  considered  whether  it  should  be 
reduced  ? — The  Markets  Committee  of  the  corpora- 
tion have  had  it  under  consideration,  and  I  believe  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  could  not  be  reduced. 
They  take  a  large  responsibility  there  with  regard  to 
the  animals  that  is  not  taken  at  the  outports,  such  as 
Liverpool  or  Hull.  At  those  ports  as  soon  as  the 
animals  are  passed  by  the  Government  inspector  as 
free  from  disease  the  wharf  authority  hand  them 
over  to  the  consignee  and  take  no  further  responsibi- 
lity whatever.  In  our  case  we  are  responsible  for  them 
until  they  are  delivered  for  slaughter. 

1336.  (Mr.  Little.)  You  would  not  bo  responsible 
if  they  died  ? — Not  if  they  died  ;  but  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  number,  and  that  entails  a  vast 
amount  of  work. 

1337.  (Chairman.)  If  they  are  not  sold  within  the 
10  days  what  happens  ? — Under  the  byelaws  of  the 
market  I  have  power  to  have  the  animals  killed  and 
sold  in  the  meat  market  in  London. 

1338.  (Mr.  Little.)  In  the  numbers  that  you  have 
handed  in  have  you  distinguished  the  different  sources 
of  supply  from  the  different  countries  ? — Yes. 

1339.  This  charge  is  the  same,  whether  the 
animals  are  kept  for  one  day  or  10  days  ? — That  is 
so. 

1340.  Is  there  any  complaint  upon  that  ground? — 
No. 

1341.  The  importers  are  satisfied  ? — The  importers 
prefer  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  charge  together. 

1342.  Then  you  have  inspection  as  well  as  this 
looking  after  them  ? — Yes,  inspection  by  the  Privy 
Council  inspector. 

1343.  But  you  have  to  make  all  the  arrangements 
for  that,  and  to  provide  the  accommodation  for  the 
inspection  ? — ^Yes. 

1344.  What  happens  if  any  of  them  are  con- 
demned ? — If  disease  exists  in  any  particular  part  of 
the  market  that  portion  of  the  market  is  immediately 
closed  and  the  animals  are  slaughtered  under  special 
regulations  and  restrictions ;  all  the  hides,  fat,  offiil, 
and  so  on,  is  disinfected,  and  the  place  closed. 
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1845.  It  is  cremated,  is  it  notP — 1£  it  is  not  fit  for 
food,  which  would  not  be  the  case  in  ordinary 
diseases. 

1346.  Your  duties  in  connexion  with  these  animals 
are  much  greater  than  similar  duties  in  any  ordinary 
market,  such  as  Islington,  are  they  not  ? — ^Tes. 

1347.  There  is  no  comparison  between  the  two? — 
No  comparison. 

1 348.  Not  only  the  money  originally  spent  on  the 
market,  but  the  ordinary  expenses  about  the  animals 
are  not  comparable  ? — There  is  no  comparison  between 
Islington  and  Deptford. 

1349.  When  the  meat  is  slaughtered,  have  you  any 
means  of  storing  it,  or  has  it  to  go  away  ? — ^We  have 
only  the  slaughter-houses;  we  have  no  refrigerator. 
At  the  present  moment  that  is  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Markets  Committee ;  in  fact,  it  comes  before 
them  to-morrow  again. 

1350.  Does  the.  meat  go  from  you  to  London  by 
rail  ? — No,  by  van  entirely. 

1351.  What  sort  of  accommodation  have  you  by 
rail  for  butchers  who  buy  and  want  to  take  the  meat 
to  other  places  ? — We  have  no  accommodation  in  the 
market  by  railway. 

1352.  How  far  from  the  railway  is  the  market  ? — 
The  nearest  is  a  mile,  and  they  prefer  running  it 
direct  from  the  market  to  wherever  it  may  be  by  van 
to  shifting  it.  I  have  a  plan  of  the  markets,  if  the 
Commission  would  like  to  see  it  {producing  a  plan), 

1353.  Is  the  oS&\  of  the  sheep  worth  as  much  as 
7*.  4</.? — ^Taking  the  average  of  the  year.  We  have 
some  very  large  sheep  from  Holland  during  some 
months  of  the  year. 

1354.  And  I  suppose  that  sometimes  they  are  not 
very  closely  clipped  ? — ^No,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
wool  at  times. 

1355.  (Sir  James  Carry.)  I  observe  that  there  has 
been  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  cattle 
since  18S2  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  highest  year.  I  make 
the  decrease  since  then  52,975  cattle  between  1887 
and  1882. 

1356.  Could  any  reason  be  given  for  this  falling 
off? — I  believe  it  is  the  extremely  low  prices. 

1357.  (Mr,  Charring  ton,)  Are  all  the  cattle 
slaughtered  at  Deptford  ? — All  of  them  ;  nothing 
carat's  o  it  of  the  place  alive. 

1358.  (Sir  James  Carry.)  Have  you  had  any 
complaints  at  all  about  want  of  accommodation  for 
the  slaughtering? — No,  none  at  all.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  people  who  do  business  there  have  their 
own  private  slaughter-houses,  and  they  prefer  it  to 
having  a  general  public  slaughter-house.  We  have  a 
general  slaughter-house  for  those  who  desire  it. 

1359.  So  that  no  one  is  prevented  from  going  there 
because  they  have  not  a  slaughter-honse  of  their  own  ? 
— Not  at  all.  I  provide  them  with  accommodation 
for  slaughtering  their  animals  at  a  fixed  chaise. 

1860.  I  presume  the  additional  3*.  which  you  charge 
for  landing  cattle  from  a  steamer  that  is  not  able  to 
come  to  the  wharf  is  just  about  the  cost  you  are  put 
to  ? — Yes,  indeed  it  is  done  at  a  loss.  When  we  first 
began  the  business  we  charged  for  a  bullock  5*.,  and 
for  a  sheep  9^.,  and  then  we  got  a  little  money,  and 
we  were  able  tn  reduce  the  charge  for  a  bullock  to 
45.,  and  still  we  got  a  little  over.  Then  we  reduced 
it  to  3s.,  and  ever  since  then  we  have  lost  money 
by  it. 

1861.  I  suppose  yon  have  lost  money  partly  because 
the  number  is  not  so  great  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  so, 

1362.  Are  you  obliged  to  keep  a  tender  for  that 
purpose  ? — ^Yes,  a  paddle  steamer. 

1863.  Has  the  number  of  countries  scheauled  in- 
creased or  decreased  of  late  years  ? — ^They  are  just 
the  same  as  they  were  in  1882, 1  think. 

1364.  Have  you  often  cases  of  disease  in  the 
market  ? — At  certain  periods  of  the  year  more  than 
at  others.  Just  now  we  have  pleuro  pneumonia  from 
America,  but  we  have  been  entirely  free  from  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  for  two  years. 

1365.  When  you  say  America,  I  presome  you  in- 
clude Canada?—- No,  not  Canada;  the  United  States. 


Canadian  cattle  are  not  slaughtered  at  the  port  of 
landing,  they  go  free. 

1366.  (Mr,  Hanoood,)  When  you  say  that  you  do 
a  great  deal  for  this  5«.,  do  you  supply  the  animals 
with  food  ? — ^No,  not  food. 

1367.  You  are  not  responsible  if  they  die  ? — ^No. 

1368.  What  did  you  mean  then  by  saying  that  you 
do  a  great  deal  for  them  ? — We  are  responsible  for 
the  saife  delivery  of  them,  and  we  have  to  keep  books 
and  men  to  tally  them  and  deliver  them. 

1369.  That  is  all  you  do?— That  is  a  great  deal, 
and  entails  a  great  amount  of  work. 

1870.  How  many  men  have  you  in  this  market 
working  under  you? — It  varies  according  to  the 
business. 

1371.  But  regular  men,  I  mean,  because  it  is 
possible  to  spend  so  much  money  that  nothing  would 
pay  ? — We  do  not  do  that;  there  are  about  110  men 
regularly  employed. 

1872-3.  Those  men  have  nothing  to  do  then  but  to 
see  that  these  animals  are  properly  housed  and  en- 
tered, and  booked  when  they  come  in  and  when  ihey 
go  out  ? — They  have  to  clean  the  market.  The  num- 
ber that  I  have  given  you  is  including  the  labourers. 

.1374.  What  extra  men  have  you  when  you  are 
more  busy  ? — I  daresay  20  more. 

1375.  What  salaries  do  you  pay  in  the  market ; 
what  have  you,  for  instance? — The  wages  at  the 
present  time  amount  to  162/.  per  week. 

1376*  That  is  for  the  110  men  ?— Yes. 

1377.  You  say  that  there  have  been  complaints 
about  the  tolls;  are  you  not  aware  that  complaints 
are  general  in  the  country  about  the  cost  in  this 
market  of  5*.  per  head  for  cattle  and  9d.  for  sheep  ? — 

.  No,  I  am  not. 

1378.  Who  pays  this  8«.  when  it  has  to  be  paid  ? — 
The  importer. 

1379.  Are  not  these  animals  generally  sent  to  sales- 
men in  this  country  ?— Yes. 

1380.  And  the  person  who  sends  the  animals  pays 
the  money  ? — Yes. 

1381.  So  that  you  never  come  into  contact  with 
those  people  ? — No. 

1382.  And  you  are  not  likely  to  hear  of  complaints  ? 
— ^Not  from  them  but  from  their  agents  I  should. 

1383.  Would  you  not  think  that  the  gradual  de- 
crease of  the  business  is  suflicient  evidence  that  the 
people  who  do  not  send  the  goods  do  not  get  suffi- 
cient money  for  the  goods  when  they  send  them  to 
you  ? — Yes,  no  doubt,  it  is  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
price  that  the  meat  realises  in  the  market. 

1384.  Looking  at  the  fact  of  a  sheep  selling  for 
21.  2«.,  would  you  not  consider  9d.  upon  that  sheep  a 
very  large  tax  for  what  you  do  for  them  ? — Xo,  I 
think  not. 

1385.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  sender  regards  it 
as  a  large  tax  ? — He  has  said  as  much  through  his 
agent. 

1386.  The  agent  complained  that  the  sender  of  the 
goods  was  dissatisfied  ? — Yes. 

1387.  If  the  owner  complains  to  the  agent,  and  you 
have  heard  the  agent  complain  that  these  charges  are 
high,  we  may  take  it  that  the  charges,  generally  5*. 
for  a  beast  and  9c?,  for  a  sheep,  are  considered  to  be 
very  high  charges ;  and  I  know  that  there  are  com- 
plaints throughout  the  country  about  the  charges  at 
this  market  as  being  prohibitive  ? — ^We  have  no  Eng- 
lish meat  coming  into  that  market ;  it  is  all  foreign. 

1388.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  On  the  average,  do  the 
cattle  remain  there  the  whole  10  days  before  they  are 
slaughtered  ? — ^No,  I  think  a  fair  average  would  be 
about  five  days. 

1389.  Then  you  charge  just  the  same  whether  they 
remain  one  day  or  10  days  ? — Yes,  the  trade  prefer  it 
tbat  way,  so  that  they  can  make  up  their  accounts 
and  deal  with  the  cattle  as  they  think  proper ;  and 
they  can  put  them  in  on  three  or  four  market  days, 
and  there  is  no  more  charge.  If  they  do  not  sell  them 
on  Monday  they  can  put  them  in  again  on  the  Thurs- 
day and  again  on  the  following  Monday  without  any 
extra  charge.     With  the  pei*mission  of  the  Commij*- 
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sion  I  should  like  to  explain  the  difficultj  that  ^  e 
have  in  delivering  the  animals.  In  the  first  instance, 
there  is  the  ship's  manifest  sent  over  and  consigned  to 
various  people  (producing  a  paper).  We  assist  in 
drawing  these  things  according  to  their  different 
marks.  Then  those  people  sell  them.  We  deliver 
them  first  of  all  to  those  people  as  consignees  of  the 
animals,  and  afterwards  we  deliver  them  again  to  the 
purchasers.  The  man  who  sells  the  animal  gives  the 
purchaser  a  note,  "  receive  so  many  cattle  or  sheep," 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  he  has  to  take  that  to  my 
office  and  get  a  pass  for  it.  That  pass  is  handed  to 
my  lair-man  and  he  delivers  them  as  they  want  them 
until  he  has  delivered  the  total  number.  Of  course,  if 
there  are  any  short  we  have  to  pay  to  them.  But  this 
is  not  done  at  any  outport  at  all ;  they  take  no  respon- 
sibility. 

1890.  {Sir  James  Carry.)  But  it  is  virtually  the 
same  as  is  done  by  the  dock  companies  or  the  wharfin- 
gers, is  it  not  ?— Exactly ;  I  do  whai-fingers  work 
practically. 

1391.  But  you  do  more,  because  you  are  respon- 
sible for  the  payment  ? — Yes,  and  also  for  any  animals 
lost 


1392.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Are  these 
papers  fair  specimens  of  the  average  work  that  you 
have  to  do? — Yes,  that  is  just  one  market  day. 

1393.  {Mr,  Maclean,)  Does  the  number  of  em- 
ploy^ which  you  gave  us,  110,  include  clerks  in  the 
off  ce  ?— Yes. 

1394.  There  would  be  a  good  many  clerks,  I  sup- 
pose ? — Five.  Three  of  them  are  entirely  engaged  in 
the  delivery  of  these  animals  and  making  out  the 
notes. 

1395.  That  is  what  you  desire  to  convey,  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  office  work  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  office  work  which  is  not  done  at  the  out- 
ports. 

1396.  {Mr.  ffancood.)  1  understand  you  to  say 
that  there  are  five  men  in  the  office  ? — There  are  five 
clerks  who  do  nothing  else  except  this  lairage  work. 
The  cattle  are  sold,  of  course,  to  a  great  number  of 
people,  and  each  one  of  those  has  a  pass  for  his  goods 
in  order  to  get  them  from  the  lairs. 

1397.  That  is  simply  a  form  to  be  filled  up  ?— 
Yes. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Acljoumed  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 
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Mr.  James  Briggs  examined. 


1398.  {Chairman.^  You  are  a  solicitor  and 
managing  clerk  to  Mr.  Edword  Betteley  ? — I  am  a 
solicitor,  and  I  was,  until  quite  recently,  managing 
clerk  to  Mr.  Edward  Betteley. 

1399.  You  have  had  the  conduct  and  management 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Homer  of  all  litigation  and  other 
matters  relating  to  Spitalfields  Market,  have  you  not  ? 
— I  have. 

1400.  We  are  given  to  understand  that  in  J  883 
there  was  some  litigation  between  the  Whitechapel 
District  Board  of  Works  and  Mr.  Homer? — There 
was,  and  it  continued  for  pome  time. 

1401.  They  claimed  an  injunction,  did  they  not,  to 
prevent  his  occupying  some  part  of  the  streets  which 
he  actually  did  occupy  for  the  market  ? — That  is  so, 
and  against  his  taking  tolls  or  stallages  in  respect  of  it. 

1402.  And  we  understand  that  they  claimed  that 
the  charters  under  which  the  markets  were  held  were 
void  ?— They  did. 

1403.  Will  you  tell  us  briefly  what  the  defence 
^as  ? — Yes.     The  defence  to  the  action  was  in  sub- 


stance (1),  the  pleading  of  a  charter  of  Charles  II., 
granting  the  franchise  of  a  market  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  to  one  John  Balch,  to  hold  in  or  next  {in 
sivejuxta)  the  Spital  Square  ;  (2),  the  pleading  of  a 
charter  of  James  II.,  altering  the  market  days  to 
Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Saturdays,  thus  granting 
an  additional  day  ;  (3),  the  pleading  that  markets 
have    been    held    every  Tuesdays,   Thursilays,  and 


Saturdays,  for  at  least  200  years,  and  during  the 
summer  months  on  every  day  of  the  week  (except 
Sunday),  and  that  therefore  the  court  should  presume 
prescription  on  lost  charters  for  days  other  than  those 
for  which  the  right  by  charter  was  actually  proved ; 
(4),  that  when  the  charter  was  granted  the  place 
called  the  Spital  Square  was  open  space,  not  built 
upon ;  (6),  the  ordinary  claim  by  an  owner  of  land 
fronting  on  a  highway  to  the  soil  usque  ad  medium 
Jilum  viae^  and  that  necessarily  the  rights  of  piccage 
and  stallage  must  have  applied  to  one  half  of  the 
roads,  that  is  to  say,  the  rights  granted  by  the  charter ; 
(6),  a  claim  that  no  person  can  seek  the  benefit  of  the 
market  without  paying  the  ordinary  tolls.  The  right 
to  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  was  not  seriously  disputed, 
it  liaviug  been  previously  decided  by  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  case  of  Goldsmid  v.  The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  that  it  was  a  valid  charter.  The 
right  to  the  charter  of  James  II.  was,  however,  suc- 
cessfully disputed.  Mr.  Justice  Stephen,  and  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  following  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Goldsmid  v.  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  held  that  it  was  repealed  by  the  Statute  of 
1  William  and  Mary ;  but  Mr.  Justice  Stephen,  on 
the  evidence,  found  in  favour  of  three  market  days, 
namely,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday.  It  should 
be  mentioned  that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the 
charter  of  James  II.  has  never  been  determined  by 
the  House  of  Lords.     The  Court  of  Appeal,  however. 
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held  that,  although  the  evidence  of  the  user  and 
custom  was  very  strong,  and  they  would  have  liked 
to  have  done  so,  yet  that  having  regard  to  the  charter 
of  Charles  J  I.,  they  could  not  presume  either  pre- 
scriptive right  or  right  by  a  lost  charter  for  the 
Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays ;  but 
Lord  Justice  Lindley  said,  "  But,  of  course,  that  will 
**  not  interfere  with  the  owner  of  this  open  space 
**  where  the  market  is  from  selling  on  other  days. 
**  He  has  a  right  to  sell,  but  he  will  not  have  his 
"  monopoly."  The  effect  of  the  judgment  of  Mr. 
Justice  Stephen  was  in  favour  of  Mr.  Homer,  as 
regards  the  internal  street  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays, 
and  Saturdays,  and  against  him  with  regard  tx)  the 
external  street  on  all  days,  and  he  awarded  an  injunc- 
tion against  his  standing  or  authorising  vehicles  to 
stand  in  cither  internal  or  external  streets,  except  as 
regjirds  the  internal  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 
Saturdays ;  but  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  refused  to  make 
any  order  interfering  with  the  right  to  take  toll,  saying 
that  if  Mr.  Horner  authorised  any  waggons  to  stand, 
he  should  punish  him  whether  he  took  a  toll  or  whether 
he  did  not ;  that  the  toll  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  question.  Mr.  Homer  appealed  against  this 
judgment,  and  it  was  set  aside,  and  no  relief  of  any 
kind  was  given  to  the  relator?,  who  were  ordered  to 
pay  the  costs  of  the  action  and  of  the  appeal ;  and 
that  decision  was  affirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords, 
but  on  somewhat  different  grounds  from  those  upon 
which  it  was  affirmed  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

1404.  Then  there  was  an  argument,  as  I  under- 
stand, as  to  the  precise  extent  of  the  market  ? — Yes,  it 
was  held  that  the  market  was  not  one  limited  by 
metes  and  bounds;  but  the  extent  of  Mr.  Horner's 
rights  in  the  soil  was  determined  by  the  House  of 
Lords  to  be  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  pleadings 
that  I  have  read,  viz.,  that  they  were  only  up  to  the 
middle  line  of  the  road. 

1405.  (Mr.  Little,)  That  is  to  say,  of  these  streets 
that  are  shown,  Lamb  Street,  Crispin  Street,  Brush- 
field  Street,  and  Commercial  Street,  and  particularly 
Commercial  Street  ? — Yes. 

1406.  Do  the  internal  streets,  North  Street,  &c., 
run  through  the  market  ? — You  cannot  drive  through. 
I  may  tell  you  that  West  Street  lias  simply  dis- 
appeared, because  all  the  houses  have  been  pulled 
down  ;  but  at  the  time  when  this  litigation  commenced 
the  market  had  different  features  from  what  it  has 
now. 

1407.  (Chairman.)  I  think  we  need  not  trouble 
you  to  go  into  detail  as  to  the  precise  limits  of  the 
market ;  I  understand  that  that  has  been  settled  by 
the  legal  decisions  ? — ^Yes,  it  has. 

1408.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  The  market  ex- 
tends, as  1  understand  from  this  judgment,  so  far  as  is 
necessary  in  a  continuous  line  ? — I  think  1  ^an 
explain  that.  The  reasoning  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
and  of  the  House  of  Lords  somewhat  differed.  The 
respondent  was  not  heard,  but  Lord  Selborne  and 
Lord  Blackburn  held,  strictly  in  accordance  with  his 
pleadings,  that  his  right  to  the  soil  extended  to  the 
middle  line  of  the  road.  It  was  never  contended  on 
our  bide  that  we  had  a  right  to  take  stallage  money 
except  on  our  own  soil.  It  was  always  contended  in 
both  courts  that  we  had  a  right  to  take  tolls,  or 
compensation  in  lieu  of  tolls,  from  anybody  who 
sought  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  market.  But  the 
Court  of  Appeal  went  further,  and  said  that  all  these 
streets  were  dedicated  by  the  owners  of  the  st>il, 
whoever  they  were,  in  view  of  the  market  and  subject 
to  that  right.  'Two  sets  of  people  have  market 
rights,  the  owner  of  the  market  in  respect  of  his 
franchise,  and  the  public  who  have  the  right  to  buy 
and  sell,  and  therefore  to  obstnict,  I  think  it  was  in 
that  view  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  that  the 
market  would  fairly  extend  as  far  as  it  was  necessary 
to  extend.  I  do  not  think  he  meant  that  Mr.  Homer 
had  a  right  to  take  stallage  money  wherever  the 
market  went. 

1409.  He  might  not  take  stallage  money,  except  on 
his  own  ground,  but  he  might  take  tolls  if  the  line 
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extended,  sav,  lor  half  a  mile? — Yes,  but  that  wotdd 
be  a  question  of  fact,  and  always  subject  to  the  general 
principle  that  a  market  owner  has  duties  as  well  as 
rights. 

14 JO.  (Chairman.)  In  your  opinion,  would  the 
owner  of  the  market  be  authorised  to  take  toll  to 
whatever  distance  from  the  centre  it  was  held  that 
the  market  extended  ? — I  should  be  sorry  to  put  it 
in  that  way  ;  I  should  say  no,  decidedly,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  because  the  <lecision8  on  questions  of  the  disturb- 
ance of  a  market  have  always  gone  to  this — ^Is  the 
disturber  taking  advantage  of  the  concourse  of 
buyers  ?  and  a  number  of  other  questions  arise.  1 
think  it  may  be  said,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  my  opinion  is 
concerned,  that  there  is  no  indefinite  extension.  It  all 
depends  upon  the  facts  of  each  particular  case.  I  have 
had  several  actions  of  disturbance,  but  nothing  like  that. 

1411.  Then  I  believe  there  have  been  various 
actions  for  disturbance  of  market  brought  by 
Mr.  Horner  against  salesmen  who  have  opened 
places  of  business  in  immediate  proximity  to  the 
market  with  a  view  to  evading  the  dues  ? — Yes.  I 
may  tell  your  Lordship  that  in  those  cases  there  were 
about  26  salesmen  who  had  opened  shops  immediately 
facing  the  market.  Some  of  them  had  left  the 
market,  and  had  taken,  perhaps,  more  convenient 
premises,  but  they  had  to  pay  higher  rents  than 
they  would  have  ordinarily  had  to  jmy  on  account  of 
this.  It  was  cont,ended  by  the  landlords  that  those 
houses  were  ft^ee  from  toll,  and  they  were  so  advertised 
in  particulars  of  sale.  Those  actions  have  all  been 
settled.  The  only  one  tried  was  the  case  of  Horner  v. 
Freeman,  in  which  I  have  the  report  of  Vice- 
Chancellor  Bacon's  judgment. 

1412.  (Mr.  Little.)  These  people  were  practically 
taking  advantage  of  the  markets,  and  evading  the 
dues  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  language  that  the  Vice- 
Chan  cellor  used.  These  men  were  salesmen,  or 
growers  or  dealers,  who  opened  their  shops  when 
the  market  commenced  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  their  business  was  practically  finished  when  the 
market  was  over.  They  sold  their  own  goods  inside, 
and  they  sold  the  growers'  goods  from  the  country 
inside  and  outside ;  and  we  claimed  that  they  could 
not  do  that  except  upon  the  terms  of  paying  the 
market  dues.  It  was  not  a  case  of  greengrocers  or 
anything  of  that  kind.  There  are  greengrocers  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  market,  but  no  claim  of  any 
kind  has  ever  been  made  against  them. 

1413.  (Chairman.)  Supposing,  as  the  result  of 
thes'e  decisions,  that  a  man  undertakes  to  sell 
vegetable^  in  a  shop  immediately  adjoining  the 
market,  but  outside  its  recognised  limits,  can  he  do 
that  without  any  legal  claim  upon  him  for  the 
payment  of  toll  ? — It  depends  upon  the  cliaracter  of 
his  business.  Jf  the  business  be  identical  with  that 
carried  on  inside  the  market,  we  say,  no.  If  it  be  a 
retail  business,  such  as  those  which  are  carried  on  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  he  can  do  it  without 
any  claim  whatever  against  him. 

1414.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Do  you  mean  that 
he  cannot  sell  within  his  own  shop  ? — I  will  put  it 
very  distinctly.  He  can  within  his  own  shop  sell  his 
own  goods,  but  it  must  not  go  any  farther  than  that. 
But  in  these  cases  they  sold  inside  and  outside ;  they 
sold  their  own  goods,  and  they  sold  the  goods  of  other 
people  on  commission,  and  they  described  themselves 
as  salesmen  of  Spitalfields  Market. 

141o.  (Chairman.)  Is  that  the  distinction  you 
draw, — that  a  man  may  sell  his  own  goods  in  such  a 
situaiion  as  we  have  been  speaking  of,  but  may  not 
act  as  a  salesman  ?~That  is  the  distinction.  The 
cage  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Manchester 
V.  Lyons  is  a  very  illustrative  case  upon  that  subject. 
That  case  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  defendant 
on  the  ground  that  wliat  he  was  doing  was  practically 
selling  his  own  goods  in  his  own  shop.  But  the  then 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  George  Jessel,  decided  that 
he  would  not  say  what  amounted  to  disturbance  or 
not.  The  case  is  reported  in  the  Law  Reports, 
22  Chancery  Division,  and  on  page  306  th^— Master 
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of  the  Rolls  said,  "  The  question  we  have,  then,  to 
**  consider  is,  whether  the  defendants  are  liable  for 
"  disturbance  of  the  plaintiff's  market.  The  facts 
"  necessary  to  be  statea  are  very  few.  The  defendants 
"  are  the  owners  of  a  shop  which  is  used  by  them  for 
"  the  sale  of  (among  other  things)  dried  fish  and 
"  ®Sg?'  It  is  material  to  consider  where  the  shop  is, 
"  It  is  in  Oak  Street.  It  is  not  opposite  to  the 
**  entrance  of  the  market,  which  is  higher  up  the 
**  street,  but  is  opposite  to  some  private  houses 
**  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  The  shop  opens  on 
**  the  street,  and  does  not  open  on  the  market.  If 
**  we  had  given  to  the  market  the  signification 
"  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it  by  the  counsel  for  the 
"  appellants,  it  would  include  the  whole  street  which 
"  leads  up  to  the  market.  In  my  opinion  that  is  not 
"  a  fair  definition  of  the  market  The  market  is  the 
"  proper  market,  and  the  ilact  that  some  persons 
"  improperly  sell  provisions  in  the  street  outside  does 
"  not  extend  the  market."  (That  was  a  market  limited 
by  metes  and  bounds,  which  is  not  the  case  here.) 
"  What  is  the  position  of  the  respondents  ?  They  sell 
**  both  wholesale  and  retail  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
**  business  dried  fish  and  eggs  which  belong  to  them- 
"  selves.  They  sell  them  on  market  days  as  well  as 
"  on  other  days,  and  that  is  alleged  to  be  a  dis- 
'*  turbance  of  the  market.  It  may  be  a  disturbance 
"  of  the  market  in  this  sense,  that  if  they  were  to 
"  shut  up  their  shop  more  people  would  go  to  the 
"  market  on  market  days,  and  more  business  might 
"  be  done  in  the  market,  but  that  does  not  appear  to 
"  me  to  have  much  bearing  on  the  question.  What 
"  amounts  to  a  disturbance  of  a  market  must,  of 
*'  course,  depend  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  am 
"  not  going  to  lay  down  that  a  man's  selling  goods 
"  in  a  shop  may  not  be  a  disturbance  of  a  market. 
**  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  consider  that  point 
"  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  lay 
"  down  anything  which  may  be  called  a  definition  of 
*•  disturbance  of  a  market,  because  a  judge,  in  laying 
"  down  such  a  definition,  is  in  danger  of  framing  it 
"  so  as  not  to  include  some  device  which  has  not 
"  occurred  to  him,  and  which  would  be  a  disturbance 
"  of  the  market,  and  then  that  definition  may  be  cited 
''  as  an  authority  for  not  allowing  an  action  to  lie 
"  against  such  a  disturbance.  It  has  been  held  more 
**  than  once  in  modem  times,  whatever  may  have 
**  been  the  case  in  former  days,  that  as  an  ordinary 
"  rule  the  sale  of  a  man's  goods  in  the  regular  and 
**  ordinary  course  of  business  in  his  own  shop  is  not 
*'  a  disturbance  of  a  market,  and  that  something 
**  more  must  be  shown  to  make  it  a  disturbance." 
That,  I  think,  is  an  illustrative  case. 

1416.  {Mr.  Childers,)  There  is  no  direct  reference 
there  to  sale  on  commission ;  it  is  only  by  impli- 
cation ? — ^They  could  not  prove  sale  on  commission, 
though  they  would  have  done  so  if  they  could. 

1417.  {Chairman.)  Take  the  case  of  a  man  carrying 
on  business  identical  with  that  which  is  being  carried 
on  in  the  market ;  within  what  distance  is  he  for- 
bidden to  do  that  without  paying  toll,  or  is  any  limit 
of  space  laid  down  ? — The  common  law  limit  within 
which  a  man  must  not  set  up  another  market  is  six 
miles  and  two  thirds,  but  it  all  turns  upon  the 
question  whether  it  is  the  setting  up  of  a  new  market. 
There  may  be  a  disturbance  which  does  not  amount 
to  that.  But  the  question  is  of  no  importance  if  you 
have  gone  any  distance  from  the  market,  because  the 
man  does  not  take  advantage  of  the  concourse  of 
buyers,  which  is  the  essence  of  disturbance. 

1418.  Then  you  do  not  consider  that  simple  com- 
petition with  the  market  would  create  disturbance  of 
the  market  in  the  legal  sense  ? — If  it  be  simply  a 
man  selling  his  own  goods  in  his  own  shop,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  held  to  be  disturbance  of  the  market 
in  the  legal  sense. 

1419.  But  if  he  is  selling  on  commission  at  a 
distance  of  a  mile  or  so,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  he 
is  taking  advantage  of  the  concourse  of  buyers  ? — 
Certainly  not ;  and  the  point  could  never  arise,  because 


a  commission  salesman  could  only  be  a  man  carrying 
on  business  at  a  market. 

1420.  I  think  we  may  take  it  that  the  large  amount 
of  litigation  in  which  jou  have  been  concerned  in 
reference  to  this  Spitalfields  Market  has  led  you  to 
give  a  considerable  amount  of  attention  to  the  subject 
of  markets  generally,  both  from  a  legal  and  economical 
point  of  view  ? — It  has. 

1421.  Will  you  explain  in  what  respect  you  con- 
sider that  the  rights  possessed  by  owners  of  markets 
granted  by  Act  of  Parliament  differ  from  those  of 
the  owners  of  markets  granted  by  Royal  Charter  ? — 
I  consider  that  they  differ  materially.  I  say,  in  the 
first  instance*  that  neither  of  them  are  trusts.  That 
has  been  suggested  by  an  authority,  who  called  them 
quasi-trusts  ;  I  will  not  endeavour  to  explain  what  that 
means;  I  will  leave  him  to  do  so.  I  conceive  that 
they  are  rights  of  property  to  which  certain  duties  are 
attached,  which  rights  can  be  recalled  if  the  grantee 
do  not  discharge  the  obligation  incident  to  the  grant. 
If  the  grant  of  market  be  by  Statute,  then  the  acts  of 
third  persons  which  are  forbidden  appear  upon  the 
Statute,^nd  the  owner  has  a  right  to  an  action  for  distur- 
bance or  prosecution  to  that  extent  only  (it  is  generally 
prosecution) ;  but  in  the  case  of  markets  granted  by 
Royal  Charter,  the  common  law  right  to  an  action  for 
disturbance  is  necessarily  incident,  which  remedy  is, 
as  a  rule,  far  more  drastic  than  that  generally  given 
by  Statute.  The  common  law  recognised  the  right 
on  the  part  of  a  market  owner  to  prevent  any  other 
unauthorised  person  from  holding  a  market  within 
six  miles  and  two-thirds,  provided  (1)  that  the 
plaintiff  himself  possessed  a  right  by  charter  or  by 
prescription,  which  implied  a  charter  ;  (2) '  that  it 
was  being  actually  exercised ;  (3)  that  positive 
damage  could  be  shown  to  have  accrued  by  the  acts 
of  the  defendant.  Now  ail  these  three  points  were 
considered  in  the  case  of  Goldsmid  r.  The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company.  It  has  been  said  that 
any  person  possessing  a  mere  right  by  charter  to  hold 
a  market  could  prevent  another  market  being  esta- 
blished in  London.  I  conceive  that  that  cannot  be  so, 
except  in  the  case  of  old  established  markets  actually 
being  can'ied  on,  because  at  the  present  time  there 
are  a  number  of  markets  existing  in  law,  although,  not 
in  fact,  in  London. 

1422.  I  think  there  is  a  case  referi'ed  to  by  you  in 
the  memorandum  which  you  have  prepared  for  us, 
in  which  the  Manchester  Corporation  was  concerned, 
illustrating  the  distinction  which  you  have  drawn  ? — 
Yes.  The  case  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  v. 
Lyons,  22  Chancery  Division,  page  287,  is  very 
illustrative  of  the  difference  between  rights  existing 
by  Royal  Charter  and  Statute.  The  Mosley  family 
were,  until  the  year  1846,  owners  of  the  Manor  of 
Manchester,  and  in  1827  they  established  their  right 
to  a  market  for  the  sale  of  fish  on  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  Saturdays,  and  a  right  to  oblige 
fishmongers  within  the  manor  to  make  sales  of  their 
wares  within  the  market,  and  to  pay  stallage.  The 
Corporation  of  Manchester  in  1846  purchased  from 
the  Mosley  family  the  manor  and  market  rights,  and 
by  the  Manchester  Markets  Act,  which  recited  the 
purchase,  other  market-places  were  authorised,  and  a 
variety  of  powers  were  given,  including  powers  to 
make  charges  exceeding  those  which  had  been 
charged  under  the  prescriptive  right.  The  defendant 
was  proved  to  be  committing  acts  which  clearly 
would  have  been  a  disturbance  of  the  prescriptive 
rights;  but  it  was  held  that  the  Act  operated  to 
extinguish  the  prior  manorial  franchise,  because  it 
emanaled  from  a  paramount  authority  superseding 
that  which  was  held  from  the  Crown  alone,  and  that 
the  defendants  acts  were  not  a  disturbance  of  tho 
right  acquired  under  the  Act  of  Parliament.  There 
is  a  very  clear  distinction,  you  see,  drawn  between  the 
two  rights. 

1423.  So  that  in  point  of  fact,  the  Manchester 
Corporation,  by  obtaining  their  Markets  Act,  limited 
the  power  which  they  would  otherwise  have  had  as 
the  possessoi's  of  the  old  charter  ? — Yes^undoubtedly. 
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1424.  Can  you  tell  us  what,  from  an  economical 
poiut  of  view,  vou  consider  a  market  to  be? — I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  the  place  which  is  authorised  as  the  only 
place  within  a  certain  radius  where  articles  of  con- 
sumption of  a  particular  kind  can  be  bought  and  sold 
in  wholesale  quantities.  If  such  a  place  be  large 
enough,  it  follows  that  "every  buyer  knows  that  he 
will  meet  the  whole  supply,  and  every  seller  knows 
that  he  will  meet  the  whole  demand  of  the  district ; 
and  therefore,  particularly  as  the  articles  are  of  a 
perishable  nature,  nothing  in  the  shape  of  fixing 
prices  can  take  place  ;  they  must  be  regulated  by  the 
laws  of  supply  and  demand,  and  will  vary  most 
materially  from  day  to  day,  and  season  to  setvson  ;  and 
the  variations  in  the  prices  in  these  vegetable  markets 
are  most  extraordinary. 

1425.  (Sir    Thomas    Marlhieau.)    And    in     fish 
■   markets  too  ? — And  fish  markets  too. 

1426.  {Chairman,)  Do  I  coiTectly  understand  you 
to  Qwvvy  it  so  far  as  this ;  That  there  is  an  absolute 
monopoly  of  wholesale  dealing  within  certain  limits  ? 
Yes.  I  regard  it  not  only  as  a  monopoly  of  the 
market  owner,  but  as  a  monopoly  of  the  public  in  the 
interests  of  the  grower  as  well  as  of  the  consumer, 
and  that  is  a  most  importai^t  thing  to  my  mind, 
because  there  is  an  i  nmense  quantity  of  vegetables 
grown  now  that  is  not  sold,  and  it  is  not  sold  because 
people  can  get  goods  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and 
they  do  not  get  the  whole  demand  at  a  particular  place. 
Further  than  that,  there  used  \o  be  a  great  many  more 
costermongers'  markets,  and  dealings  of  that  kind 
which  used  to  clear  off  all  this  glut  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  at  present. 

1427.  I  think  you  contend  that  the  principle  which 
you  have  laid  down  was  recognised  in  former  times  ? 
— Yes,  it  was. 

1428.  And  a  rival  market  established  without 
autiiority  was  liable  to  be  treated  as  a  nui.sance? — 
Simply  as  a  nuisance  and  interference  with  the  laws 
of  supply  and  demand. 

1429.  As  I  understand  you  to  put  it,  the  law  is  as 
to  the  owner  of  the  market,  **  You  have  a  monopoly 

i*  «*  of  a  certain  kind  of  dealing  within  a  certain  dis- 
*^  *•'  tance,  but  on  the  other  hand,  there  aro  certain 
"  obligations  attaching  to  that  right  which  you  are 
**  compelled  to  perform,  and  the  sums  which  you 
"  may  charge  in  respect  of  the  accommodation  offered 
"  are  limited  "  ? — Yes,  they  are  limited  in  the  case 
of  Acts  of  Parliament  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
in  the  cases  of  common  law  markets,  by  custom,  and 
must  be  reasonable. 

1430.  Has  that  word  "reasonable**  ever  been 
judicially  defined  ? — I  have  not  any  definition  in  my 
mind  at  present,  but  I  may  tell  you  that  in  the  case 
of  markets  existing  by  charter,  as  a  general  rule,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  charges  made  in  respect  of 
them  are  lower  than  the  charges  authorised  in  markets 
established  by  Statute. 

1431.  That  is  so  in  the  Manchester  case  which  you 
referred  to  ? — ^Yes,  that  was  so  ;  Parliament  raised  the 
tolls. 

1432.  In  regard  to  the  Spitalfields  Market,  with 
which  you  are  familiar,  nre  the  charges  there  higher 
or  lower  than  those  authorised  by  any  recent  Market 
Act  ? — They  are  very  much  lower. 

1433.  Was  there  any  preliminary  proceeding  in 
former  days  before  the  grant  of  a  market  by  the 
Crown?  —  Yes,  a  Writ  of  Inquisition  ad  quod 
damnum  \^as  issued  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  he  called  12  jurymen 
together,  and  they  had  to  find  whether,  as  a  fact,  the 
granting  of  a  market  would  iujurfe  anybody  else. 
That  was  a  necessary  step  to  the  obtaining  of  a 
charter. 

1434.  Now  that  markets  are  granted  by  statute,  I 
presume  that  practice  is  superseded  by  inquiry  before 
a  Select  Committee  ? — Yes,  of  the  two  Houses. 

1435.  In  your  point  of  view,  if  any  additional 
market  accommodation  is  required  for  London  in 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  population,  that  could 
only  be  provided  under  Parliamentary  authority  ? — 
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Only  under  Parliamentary  authority;  that  is  quite  Mr, 

clear.  'James  Briggs, 

1436.  And  the  question  of  any  loss  sustained  by  the    ^^  -plirTa 
existing   markets  would  have  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ? — ^Yes,  and  that  would  not  affect  the  public, 
whether  the  buying  or  the  selling  public. 

1437.  So  far  as  I  understand  your  argument,  you 
contend  that  the-  consumer  is  not  so  advantageously 
situated  where  he  has  to  deal  only  with  a  small 
loc^l  market  ? — Clearly,  he  is  not. 

1438.  Will  you  explain  your  reasons  for  that  con- 
tention a  little  more  fully  ? — For  instance,  take  the 
case  of  Stratford  Market,  which  is  an  unauthorised 
market,  and  which  exists  by  virtue  of  a  certain  agree- 
ment with  ourselves.  No  doubt  the  greengrocer  has 
to  come  three  or  three  and  a  half  miles  further  than 
he  would  otherwise  have  to  come  to  get  his  supplies ; 
but  he  comes  where  the  vast  bulk  of  the  growth 
comes  ;  he  gets  the  things  he  buys  there  at  their  real 
price,  regulated  by  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand, 
and  although  he  might  be  able,  and  probably  would  bo 
able,  now  to  get  what  he  wants  at  the  local  market, 
yet  as  there  is  no  one  at  the  local  market  to 
clear  off  the  glut  which  is  continually  happening 
at  these  market*?,  it  may  be  that  the  supply 
is  necessarily  limited ;  that  is  to  say,  the  market 
gardener  will  take  care  not  to  send  too  much  in 
there  ;  he  probably  will  get  a  better  price  sometimes 
than  he  would  get  at  the  old  maiket,  but  he  will  not 
send  too  much  in,  because  if  he  once  exceeds  the  local 
demand  he  will  not  get  anything  for  his  goods  at  all ; 
whereas  Spitalfields  Market,  particularly,  is  known  as 
the  costermonger's  market  for  London.  I  have  seen 
costermongers  who  have  come  from  all  parts,  east 
and  west  and  north  and  south  to  this  place  to 
buy,  because  it  is  known  to  be  a  place  where  not  so 
much  articles  of  luxury  come,  but  articles  which  are 
the  prime  necessities  of  life  ;  and  they  buy  things  at 
very  cheap  prices  occasionally. 

1439.  But  is  not  that  a  calculation  which  the 
dealers  would  be  very  well  able  to  work  out  for 
themselves, — whether  it  paid  them  better  to  come  to 
a  small  local  market  or  to  a  large  central  market } — 
But  I  submit  that  not  only  the  dealers  are  to  be 
considered,  but  the  consumers.  The  dealers  can  take 
a  great  deal  more  care  of  themselves  than  the  con- 
sumers can.  The  consumers  are  obliged  to  buy. 
I  conceive  the  secret  of  the  market  question  to  be  the 
costermonger.  He  is  really  the  great  friend  of  the 
poor  in  the  shape  of  cheap  supplies.  There  are  these 
retail  markets,  street  markets  as  they  are  called, 
which  exist  in  a  number  of  crowded  thoroughfares, 
where  an  enormous  quantity  of  goods  is  disposed  of 
by  the  costermongers.  They  only  buy  when  there  is 
a  glut,  but  they  want  to  know  where  the  glut  is,  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

1440.  Would  not  your  argument  in  favour  of  a 
market  monopoly  bear  this  construction :  that  you  are 
trying  to  create  an  artificial  glut  in  order  that  the 
surplus  goods  may  be  more  cheaply  disposed  of  ? — 
There  would  be  no  artificial  glut ;  the  glut  de|)ends 
upon  the  seasons  entirely.  It  is  very  curious  how 
this  glut  happens  at  times.  In  the  early  part  of  last 
year,  after  a  very  long  winter,  one  particular  article 
of  vegetables  was  selling  at  from  65.  to  8*.  a  bag  at 
one  time  during  the  frost,  and  very  poor  stuff  it  was. 
Tliey  were  turnip  tops.  The  warm  weather  came  ; 
there  was  a  sudden  growth,  and  they  oould  not  get  6^. 
a  bag  for  them.  It  is  not  artificial  at  all ;  it  is  purely 
natural. 

1441.  I  think  you  have  some  evidence  to  which 
you  wish  to  call  attention  upon  the  question  of  prices  ? 
— Yes.  There  was  some  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Tomlin  Campbell  in  the  House  of  Commons  last 
Session  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill,  to  which 
I  should  like  to  refer  the  Commission.  I  am  not 
going  to  put  it  to  the  Commission  that  the  true 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  evidence  is,  that 
necessarily  people  have  to  pay  more  at  a  local  market 
than  they  would  have  to  pay  at  an  old  established 
market,  but  I  put  it  as  an  element.     The  danger  to 
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Mr.  the  consumer  in  connexion  with  these  local  markets 

Jamet  Briggu  is,  that  necessarily  the  supply  is  limited,  and  for  this 
rea«on  :  that  if  the  supply  exceeds  the  local  demand 
the  goods  are  absolutely  worthless ;  there  is  no  one  to 
clear  off  the  glut.  Not  that  there  is  a  glut,  because 
the  grower  is  bound  to  be  exceedingly  careful  to  take 
in  only  that  which  he  will  be  sure  of  selling  ;  in  other 
wordSy  he  must  limit  the  supply.  This  is  the  reason 
why  one  frequently  hears  it  said  that  l)ettcr  prices 
are  realised  at  Stratford  than  at  Spitalfields.  In 
corroboration  of  what  I  say  I  wish  to  call  the  Com- 
missioners' particular  attention  to  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Tomlin  Campbell,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill,  Session  1887, 
Questions  382  to  ,-J94. 

1442.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Who  is  Mr.  Tomlin 
Campbell  ? — He  was  a  grower  in  the  countiy.  Th« 
391  St  question  is  as  follows :  — "  While  you  were 
"  sending  to  Stratford,  did  you  find  the  prices  compare 
"  favourably  with  the  prices  that  you  got  elsewhere  ?" 
and  his  answer  is  : — *'  It  was  a  point  that  struck  me 
**  as  very  strange,  and  rather  puzzles  me.  It  seemed 
"  strange  to  me  that  an  outlying  pUce  should  actually 
**  command  a  rate  superior  to  the  other  more  central 
**  markets.  It  had  always  been  a  tradition  with  my 
**  own  gardeners  that  the  price  at  Stratford  was  the 
"  best,  but  when  I  began  to  manage  it,  after  a  ye:ir 
"  I  looked  into  it  to  see  if  it  were  true.  Then  it 
'*  struck  me  as  queer  that  the  rates  are  somewhat 
"  superior.  T  am  not  speaking  of  the  net  proceeds, 
"  because  they  are  beyond  description ;  I  mean  the 
"  actual  rate  at  which  the  goods  were  sold ;  and  in 
**  elucidation  of  that  I  compared  the  rates  of  the  early 
"  part  of  this  present  crop.  They  were  all  low.  and 
"  I  sent  to  Spitalfields,  the  Borough,  and  Stratford, 
"  and  I  find  that  Spitalfields  compares  with  Stratford 
**  as  '89,  and  the  Borough  as  low  as  '75,  Strat- 
"  ford  being  1."  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  if 
this  evidence  is  coiTect,  the  consumers  getting  their 
supplies  from  Stratford  Market  have  had  to  pay  for 
them  11  p'^rcent.  more  than  they  would  have  bought 
them  for  at  Spitalfields  Market,  and  26  per  cent,  more 
than  they  would  have  got  them  for  at  the  Borough 
Market.  And  this  evidence  also  renders  it  absolutely 
clear  that  the  railway  carriage  and  other  expenses  at 
Stratford  being  less  than  the  other  two  mark^s  did 
not  cheapen  the  supplies  to  the  consumers. 

1443.  If  I  follow  you  rightly,  your  argument  comes 
to  this :  that  prices  will  be  lower,  other  things  being 
equal,  in  a  large  central  market,  because  there  is  less 
probability  of  stock  being  brought  there  which  is 
unsaleable  ? — ^That  is  so, 

1444.  A  dealer  who  brings  any  article  there  has  a 
better  prospect  of  being  able  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
of  it  ? — Yes,  and  added  to  that  there  is  this  circum- 
stance :  that  in  the  case  of  market  gardeners,  they 
come  up  to  town  for  two  reasons ;  in  the  first  place  to 
bring  in  their  goods,  and  secondly  in  order  to  take 
back  manure  to  manure  their  gardens.  Therefore 
they  must  go  to  a  place  where  they  can  be  sure  of 
selling. 

1445.  Would  you  tell  us  whether  that  plan  on  the 
wall  is  a  correct,  description  of  Spitalfields  Market  as 
it  is  now  ? — It  is  a  fairly  correct  one.  I  think  there 
are  probably  a  few  more  houses  pulled  down. 

1446.  Where  were  the  houses  that  have  been  pulled 
down  ? — Here  {pointing  to  the  plan).  The  houses 
extended  from  South  Street  northwards  about  30  feet 
further  ;  from  East  Street  westwards  they  extended 
about  30  feet  further  on  both  sides ;  irom  North  Street 
they  extended  about  30  or  40  feet  further  ;  West  Street 
has  entirely  disappeared.  On  the  east  of  Crispin  Street 
all  the  houses  have  been  taken  down  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  tavern  at  the  southern  end.  The  block 
of  buildings  between  North  Street  and  Crispin  Street 
have  all  been  taken  down,  and  new  buildings,  designed 
for  market  purposes,  have  been  built  in  their  place. 
The  block  of  buildings  between  East  Street  and  the 
opening  into  Commercial  Street,  north  of  it,  have 
been  taken  down,  and  a  flower  market,  I  believe,  is 
being  built  there  at  the  present  time.     The  block  of 


buildings  between  East  Street  and  Brushfield  Street 
has  been  taken  down,  and  new  buildings  have  been 
erected  upon  their  sites  ;  and  the  block  of  buildings 
between  South  Street  and  Commercial  Street  have 
been  taken  down  and  new  buildings  designed  for 
market  purposes  erected  u|>on  that  site. 

1447.  Then  the  new  buildings  are  all  according  to 
one  comprehensive  plan,  I  suppose  ? — That  is  so. 

1448.  And  all  for  market  purposes  ? — They  are  all 
for  market  purposes,  with  the  exception  of  a  public- 
house. 

1449.  {Mr.  Little,)  Have  these  buildings,  marked 
as  shops,  windows  and  counters  to  the  streets  and 
communication  with  the  market  behind  ? — Yes,  they 
are  completely  open,  and  I  believe  they  will  all  have 
communication  with  the  market  behind  eventually, 
and  the  whole  of  the  interior  will  be  covered  with  a 
large  glas6  and  iron  roof,  as  most  of  it  is  at  present. 
I  believe  it  is  contemplated  to  take  down  the  whole  of 
the  block  of  buildings  in  Brushfield  Street  between 
Crispin  Street  and  South  Street  so  as  to  throw  it 
open  for  the  market  pui*poses.  I  may  also  mention 
that  these  works  have  necessitated  the  demolition  of 
seven  public-houses,  and  that  only  two  licensed  houses 
will  remain  eventually. 

1450.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  With  regard  to  the 
standings,  are  there  stalls  in  the  external  sti'cets  as 
well  as  in  the  market  ? — If  I  were  to  answer  you 
legally  and  technically  I  should  say,  yes ;  but  the 
stalls  in  the  streets  really  consist  only  of  waggons 
which  stand  outside  the  shops  in  the  external  streets. 

1451.  And  sometimes  they  extend  beyond  the 
streets  immediately  around  the  market,  do  they  ? — 
They  used  to  do  so  very  frequently,  but  since  this 
large  demolition  of  houses  the  outer  streets  have  been 
relieved  most  materially,  and  I  may  say  that  now  it  is 
quite  the  exception  for  them  to  do  so. 

1152.  But  they  sometimes  do? — I  daresay  they 
may  sometimes  do  so  even  now. 

1453.  How  far  ? — Quite  close.  It  is  quite  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  they  go  to  any  of  these  streets 
off  here  {pointing  to  the  plan).  These  streets  are 
filled  up  by  carts  to  get  the  goods  away. 

1454.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  your  defini- 
tion of  the  economical  view  of  a  market.  You  say 
that  it  is,  as  you  understand  the  place,  that  is  autho- 
rised as  the  only  place  within  a  certain  radius  where 
articles  of  consumption  of  a  particular  kind  can  be 
bought  and  sold  in  wholesale  quantities.  Is  not  that 
rather  too  wide  a  definition  ?  For  instance,  supposing 
that  a  wholesale  dealer  occupied,  say,  one  of  the 
buildings  on  the  opposite  side  of  one  of  the  external 
streets,  and  brought  there  not  the  goods  of  other 
people,  and  sold  nothing  outside  in  the  streets,  but 
sold  his  own  goods  in  his  own  warehouse,  do  you  not 
think  that  that  would  be  a  lawful  thing,  not  amounting 
to  disturbance  of  the  market  ? — Sir  George  Jessel 
carefully  refrained  from  allowing  any  such  notion  to 
exist.  He  said  he  would  not  define  what  disturbance 
was ;  and,  in  answer  to  my  lord,  I  was  very  careful 
not  to  go  too  far.  I  think  if  there  is  nothing  else  in 
it  than  that  the  dealer  sells  his  own  goods  in  his  own 
shop,  I  should  say  that  he  clearly  is  not  liable  to 
action  for  disturbance.  But,  from  your  question,  I 
gather  that  there  is  something  else  in  it,  and  that  is 
that  he  sets  up  immediately  opposite. 

1455.  3  take  that  as  the  strongest  case.  If  he  sets 
up  immediately  opposite,  and  has  a  wholesale  ware- 
house, selling  his  own  goods  there,  do  you  think  that 
he  could  be  stopped  from  doing  that? — In  all  these 
c  ises  there  is  something  else,  and  that  is  this :  he 
v.-  >uld  describe  himself,  probably,  as  "  of  the  market." 

1456.  Supposing  that  he  did  not  do  so,  what  then  ? 
— He  would  be  very  cute  not  to  do  so,  but  I  hardly 
t:iink  he  would  get  on  without  doing  so.  If  he 
p;>ened  a  shop  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  same 
as  ordinary  tradesmen  do,  I  should  clearly  say  that 
taere  was  no  disturbance  at  all ;  but  if  he  opened  at 
5  o'clock,  or  at  3  o'clock  in  the  summer,  when  green- 
grocers come  to  buy  their  goods,  I  should  say  that  it 
was  a  disturbance. 
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1457.  {Chairman.)  Is  it  not  rather  a  case,  taking 
your  description  whei-e  the  old  saying  applies,  that 
no  ono  knows  what  the  law  is  until  he  breaks  it? — 
Exactly  so.  This  Mjinchester  case  is  one  of  the  very 
nearest  to  the  border  line,  but  in  that  case  the  man 
was  not  in  the  street  immediately  facing  the  market, 
but  iu  an  off  street. 

1458.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  All  that  I  gather 
from  Sir  George  JesseVs  statement  is  that  he  leaves 
it  open  ? — He  does,  because  he  says,  "  I  wiU  not  say 
"  what  a  disturbance  is." 

1459.  Therefore  you  are  going  a  little  beyond  Sir 
Greorge  Jessel  in  your  definition  here,  because  he  has 
not  said  that  it  is  the  only  place  where  wholesale 
dealing  can  take  ])lace? — In  wholesale  quantities  I 
said. 

1460.  That  is  the  point  ? — But  I  am  dealing  with 
the  economical  view  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  point  of  view 
that  the  legislature  ha§  in  granting  a  market ;  that 
is  so  say,  it  is  the  place  where  the  grower  comes  to 
meet  the  consumer. 

1461.  You  do  not  speak  of  it  as  actually  the  legal 
view  that  a  man  is  shut  out  from  selling  wholesale  ? — 
No ;  in  speaking  of  the  economical  view  of  a  market, 
I  was  not  speaking  from  the  legal  point  of  view. 
The  legal  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  market  are 
something  very  different  I  think. 

14G2.  {Mr.  Little)  You  know  that  a  great  deal  of 
wholesale  dealing  now  is  done  by  sample  ;  that  many 
tons  of  potatoes  are  sold  by  sample  ;  in  speaking  of 
wholesale  dealing,  or  dealing  in  wholesale  quantities, 
you  are  not  intending  to  include  sales  by  sample  of 
large  quantities,  are  you  ?  Would  a  man  be  disturb- 
ing the  market  if  in  the  immediate  vicinity  he  sold 
large  quantities  of  vegetables  by  sample  ? — And  sold 
them  somewhere  else. 

1463.  Sold  them  to  frequenters  of  the  market  to 
be  delivered  where  they  might  be  required  ? — That  is 
a  very  difficult  question  to  answer.%  I  am  afraid  it  is 
trenching  upon  the  legal  aspect  of  the  case.  In  all 
these  actions  for  disturbance  very  much  depends  upon 
the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.  I  should 
imagine  that  he  would  not  be  disturbing  the  market. 

14G4.  With  reference  to  reasonable  charges  for 
accommodation,  I  suppose  your  charges  for  rents  are 
simply  regulated  by  the  demand  ? — That  is  so,  and 
that  was  present  to  my  mind  when  I  made  that 
statement.  But  I  myself  believe  that  if  »  market 
owner  charged  such  rents  as  were  prohibitive,  he 
would  be  restrained. 

1465.  Or  he  would  ruin  his  own  market  ? — Or  he 
would  ruin  his  market. 

1466.  What  is  Mr.  Horner's  position  with  regard 
to  Stratford  Market  ? — The  position  at  the  present 
time  is  one  which  is  of  a  terminating  character.  I 
have  the  deed  of  arrangement  here. 

1467.  It  is  a  private  arrangement  not  sanctioned 
by  Parliament  ? — That  is  so. 

1468.  And  the  Great  Eastern  Company  is  allowed 
to  keep  open  this  market,  to  which  you  have  objected, 
on  payment  of  a  royalty  lo  Mr.  Horner  ? — That 
is  so. 

1469.  Then  has  Mr.  Horner  thereby  established  an 
interest  in  the  market  at  Stratford  as  a  part  of  his 
Spitalfields  Market? — No,  this  is  really  a  private 
arrangement  between  a  corporation  and  an  individual. 
If  it  had  been  between  two  individuals  no  one  but 
those  two  individuals  need  have  known  anything  alK)ut 
it ;  but  the  company,  being  a  corporation,  and  being, 
therefore,  only  able  to  contract  within  their  objects,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  that  in  order  to  bind  the  share- 
holders of  that  company  they  should  get  Parliamentary 
authority  to  do  this.  That  was  the  only  reason  for 
going  to  Parliament. 

1470.  But  they  did  not  get  Parliamentary  autho- 
rity ? — They  did  not. 

1471.  And  when  your  agreement  terminates,  what 
will  be  the  position  1 — We  shall  be  remitted  to  our 
original  rights. 

1472.  And  you  contend  that  this  is  an  invasion  of 
the  rights  of  Mr.  Homer  as  the  owner  of  Spitalfields 


Market  ? — I  do.     Wo  took  the  opinion  of  the  present  ^^  . 

Lord  Chancellor  upon  the  subject,  and  he  so  advised     ^"^*     ^99'r 


1473.  Of  course  Mr.  Horner  has  a  valuable  pro- 
perty, and  he  is  defending  his  rights  ? — He  is  defend- 
ing his  interests  in  respect  of  that  property. 

1474.  And  the  evidence  which  you  give  as  to  the 
advantage  or  disadvantage  to  the  consumers  must  be 
taken  as  evidence  coming  from  a  man  who  has  a  right 
to  defend  ? — ^Undoubtedly.     I  give  my  evidence  bond 

fide. 

1475.  I  am  not  questioning  it,  but  it  is  evidence 
frem  one  side  ? — Clearly.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
I  do  not  act  for  Mr.  Horner ;  I  am,  professionally, 
an  absolute  stranger  to  him  at  the  present  time ;  my 
connexion  with  Mr.  Horner  has  entirely  ceased,  and 
is  never  likely  to  be  renewed. 

1476.  {Hit  James  Corry)  Are  you  aware  whether 
there  is  much  competition  for  the  shops  in  the 
Spitalfields  Market? — There  is  considerable  competi- 
tion, but  it  has  been  very  much  reduceil  of  late  years 
in  consequence  of  the  large  amount  .of  additional  space 
which  is  thrown  into  the  market.  From  one  point  of 
view  it  would  have  paid  Mr.  Horner  a  good  deal 
better  to  have  kept  up  the  old  buildings,  the  majority 
of  which  were  not  used  for  market  purposes  at  all, 
but  were  ordinary  dwelTing-houses.  If  he  had  limited 
or  cut  down  the  space  he  would  have  got  larger  sums 
in  respect  of  it.  The  fact  is,  that  since  he  has 
destroyed  these  buildings  and  given  them  this  covered 
area,  a  great  number  more  salesmen  have  come  in, 
and  very  largely  increased  supplies  have  come  to  this 
market,  and  the  business,  instead  of  being  in  the 
hands  of  a  few,  is  in  the  hands  of  a  great  many  people 
now. 

1477.  Do  the  market  gardeners  themselves  take 
premises  from  Mr.  Horner  ? — No.  I  may  mention 
that  the  market  gardeners  pay  2*.  at  the  outside  per 
morning  for  the  standing  of  their  vehicles  ;  and  when 
it  IS  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  for  a  space  of  about 
100  superficial  feet  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
City  of  London,  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that  the  charge 
is  a  very  reasonable  one. 

1478.  The  opening  of  Stratford  Market,  you  say, 
has  reduced  the  number  of  market  gardeners  coming 
to  Spitalfields  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  has  reduced 
the  number  of  market  gardeners,  but  it  has  reduced 
the  number  of  vehicles  that  they  send,  their  loads  of 
produce. 

1479.  But  still  the  business  done  in  the  Spitalfields 
Market  now  is  ^  great  as  ever  it  was,  I  presume  ?— 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  it  ia  greater  than 
ever  it  was,  and  necessarily  so,  seeing  that  the  ac- 
commodation is  three  or  four  times  as  great  as  it  was 
before. 

1480.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  You  say  that  when  this 
charter  was  obtained  it  conferred  ceitain  powers  and 
certain  obligations.  Supposing  that  the  money  that 
is  cx>llected  in  the  market  for  tolls  and  stallages  is 
sufficient  to  meet  those  obligations,  do  you  think  that 
it  was  ever  intended  that  it  should  necessarily  follow 
that  Mr.  Horner  was  to  make  a  distinct  profit  for  no 
service  rendered,  or  nothing  done  in  any  way  ?  Did 
the  charter  confer  upon  him  some  inherent  right  to 
make  profit  out  of  it? — ^I  think  that  is  assuming  that 
ho  renders  no  services. 

1481.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  the  charter  not 
only  confeiTed  rights  and  privileges  but  imposed 
obligations  ? — Yes. 

1482.  When  those  obligations  have  all  been  per- 
formed, assuming  that  he  had  to  light  the  streets  and 
keep  watchmen,  and  to  weigh  and  do  everything  ; 
when  he  has  done  all  that,  do  you  think  that  the 
charter  was  intended  to  confer  some  benefit  upon  him 
outside  all  that  ? — Certainly. 

1483.  Then  that  would  give  him  an  interest  in 
making  as  much  money  as  he  could  out  of  the  market, 
irrespective  altogether  of  any  services  that  he  might 
render  ? — He  was  entitled  to  make  as  much  as  ever 
he  could  on  his  own  land,  provided  that  he  performed 
his  duties. 
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1484.  Even  in  those  side  streets,  which  he  does  not 
light,  and  does  not  pay  the  police  for  watching,  and 
does  not  pave,  and  in  which  he  renders  no  service, 
is  he  entitled  to  take  monej  oat  of  those  streets,  and 
put  all  the  profit  into  his  own  pocket? — Yes;  but 
you  have  not  borne  in  mind  that  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords  is  that  those  streets  were  dedicated 
by  his  predecessor  in  title  subject  to  the  right  to 
hold  the  markets  upon  them. 

1485.  But  you  have  been  telling  us  the  law  yourself 
as  well  as  quoting  what  was  said  in  the  Manchester 
case,  and  so  on  ;  is  it  your  view  that  that  charter  did 
confer  these  beneficial  rights  upon  him  ? — Certainly ; 
it  says  so  in  so  many  words. 

1486.  Then  is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  perfectly 
consistent  for  him  to  extend  his  business  as  he  likes 
up  these  side  streets,  paying  nothing  for  all  the 
privileges  that  he  gets,  and  putting  the  money  into 
his  own  pocket  ? — ^I  have  not  said  so.  1  think  I 
have  explained  to  my  Lord,  that  Mr.  Homer  was 
entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  the  soil,  to  the  middle 
of  the  surrounding  street*?,  and  he  has  a  right  to  take 
stallage  money  in  respect  of  the  licences  to  stand  carts 
upon  it,  and  the  setting-up  of  stalls ;  but  with  regard 
to  extending  those  rights,  1  am  not  responsible  for  any 
such  statement  as  that.  ^ 

1487.  You  say  you  believe  that  people  get  more 
food,  and  that  they  get  a  cheaper  and  better  supply 
if  they  come  3 J  miles  further  for  it ;  can  you  show 
that  that  is  so  ? — Yes. 

1488.  In  the  first  place  you  say  that  these  people 
come  here  because  they  get  a  better  supply ;  do  you 
not  think  that  it  would  be  a  better  thing  if  the  people 
were  left  to  judge  for  themselves  as  to  whether  they 
would  get  a  better  supply  or  not  ? — I  think  I  might 
test  that  by  this  statement,  that  in  my  opinion,  if  you 
were  to  take  away  from  Mr.  Horner  all  the  market 
rights  that  he  possesses,  he  could,  by  virtue  of  his 
right  of  property  in  the  soil,  take  just  as  much  money 
in  respect  of  this  property  as  he  does  now,  and,  in  fact, 
a  great  deal  more. 

1489.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  better  to 
let  people  send  their  goods  to  which  market  they 
liked  ?  You  say  that  more  people  are  here,  and  that 
the  commission  salesman  must  be  in  the  market.  He 
must  not  be  in  the  market,  if  I  understand  your 
statement,  from  choice,  but  because  you  compel  him 
to  go  to  the  market.  For  instance,  supposing  that  a 
large  grower  said,  "  I  do  not  want  the  market ;  the 
"  market  does  nothing  for  me,"  and  he  took  a  shop 
in  the  next  street,  and  he  opened  that  shop  to  sell  his 
own  produce,  you  would  not  allow  him  to  do  that ; 
you  would  call  that  a  disturbance  of  the  market? — 
Yes,  because  the  market  would  do  something  for  him, 
otherwise  he  would  not  come  to  the  next  street. 

1490.  What  would  it  do  for  him  ? — It  would  attract 
a  concourse  of  buyers.  He  would  only  come  to  the 
next  stre<*t  because  there  was  a  concourse  of  buyers. 

1491.  {Chairman.)  I  understand  you  to  put  it  that 
the  concourse  of  buyers  is  caused  by  the  market,  and 
the  market  is  created  mainly  by  the  expenditure  in 
providing  accommodation  ? — Yes.  And  the  number 
of  years  tlmt  it  has  been  carried  on. 

1492.  Oon^^quently,  if  anyone  comes  to  carry  on 
his  business  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  a 
market,  you  contend  that  he  is  profiting  by  the  expen- 
diture of  other  people  towards  the  repayment  of  which 
he  does  not  contribute  ? — Precisely. 

1493.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  Supposing  that  he  opened 
a  shop  half  a  mile  away,  and  did  the  veiT  thing  that 
I  have  just  been  naming,  would  you  meddle  with  him 
then  ? — No. 

1 194.  Not  if  he  opened  it  at  the  same  time  ? — No ; 
but  the  case  cannot  possibly  happen,  in  my  opinion, 
becau.se  he  would  not  sell  his  goods  at  all.  I  may 
mention,  in  reply  to  one  of  your  questions,  in  order 
to  show  you  th^t  the  public  do  not  benefit  by 
numerous  markets  or  new  markets  continually  being 
oponod  ;  that  in  the  ciise  of  Stratford  Market,  although 
the  Stratford  Market  is  to  a  ceitain  extent  a  very 
good  winter  market,  yet  I  have  known  of  an  instance 


where  a  large  supply  coming  to  Spitalfields  Market 
on  a  Thursday,  which  has  not  been  sold  there,  has 
been  carried  all  the  way  to  Stratford,  and  has  been 
sold  there  stale  for  much  better  prices  than  it  could 
possibly  have  realised  at  Spitalfields ;  and  I  say  that 
test  cannot  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  consumer. 

1495.  As  regards  the  tollage,  of  course  that  is  fixed 
by  the  charter;  but  as  regards  the  stallage,  cannot 
the  owner  charge  what  he  likes  ? — I  think  so,  within 
the  limits  of  reason. 

1496.  A  man  makes  a  stall  particularly  profitable, 
and  these  stalls  are  continually  being  taken  up  by 
salesmeu  as  they  become  profitable.  When  I  was  in 
Kent  investigating  this  matter  amongst  the  growers, 
I  gathered  that  the  markets  were  getting  absolutely 
into  the  hands  of  salesmen,  and  that  every  year  it 
was  becoming  more  difficult  for  the  grower  to  bring 
his  own  produce  into  the  market  advantageously  ? — 
I  agree  with  that  to  a  great  extent. 

1497.  And  therefore  he  has  to  put  his  goods  into 
the  hands  of  others,  who  charge  what  commission  they 
like,  and  other  expenses,  and  he  says  "I  do  not, 
"  therefore,  get  the  profits  which  would  pertain 
"  naturally  to  my  own  industry  in  this  way."  Do 
you  not  think  that  ultimately,  if  the  market  goes  on  in 
this  way,  it  will  become  such  a  monopoly  that  small 
growers  will  be  absolutely  excluded  from  the  benefits 
of  the  market,  assuming  them  to  be  benefits  ? — It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I  say  that  a  mai'ket  owner  has 
obligations  cast  upon  him,  and  I  consider  that  the 
chief  obligation  is  to  find  sufficient  room  so  that  the 
small  men  cannot  be  crowded  out.  The  objection 
which  is  made  by  the  grower  in  Kent  that  he  is 
obliged  to  send  to  salesmen,  I  think,  is  a  very  reason- 
able objection;  if,  as  a  fact,  he  is  crowded  out.  The 
business  is  getting  into  the  hands  of  salesmen  to  a 
very  great  extent,  and  no  doubt  the  grower  does 
sufier  fi*om  additional  charges ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  gets  Xuq  advantage  of  the  salesman's 
experience,  who  knows  the  value  of  the  goods  better 
than  the  grower  himself  does.  To  my  mind,  according 
to  the  primary  view  of  a  market,  a  salesman  was  not 
wanted.  It  was  a  place  where  the  actual  grower  met 
the  actual  consumer,  but  our  modern  civilisation  has 
introduced  the  salesman  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  grower, 
and  the  greengrocer  to  buy  on  behalf  of  the  consumer ; 
and  if  the  consumer  does  not  choose  to  go  to  the  market 
himself,  he  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  would  have  to 
pay  more.  But  I  do  think  it  is  most  material  in  the 
interest  of  the  poor  that  the  costermonger  should  be 
encouraged  and  not  harried  as  he  has  been  of  late 
years.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  the  costermonger  were 
permitted  to  stand  in  the  public  streets  on  Saturday 
night  and  other  nights  more  than  they  are,  much 
larger  quantities  of  goods  could  be  sold  very  cheaply. 
I  feel  very  strongly  upon  that  point,  because  I  think 
there  is  a  great  quantity  of  goods  wasted  at  markets 
that  ought  to  be  sold,  and  used  to  be  sold,  until  tht», 
costermongers  were  driven  away,  as  you  will  re- 
member they  were  at  Hammersmith.  All  the  coster- 
mongers were  turned  out  of  High  Street,  Hammer- 
smith ;  that  was  a  market  of  itself.  Multiply  retail 
markets  as  much  as  you  please,  but  do  not  multiply 
wholesale  markets  ;  it  is  a  great  mistake. 

1498.  {Mr.  Picton.)  With  regard  to  the  multiplica- 
tion of  markets,  you  say  that  local  markets  obtain 
higher  prices,  but  is  there  not,  on  tht^  other  hand,  a 
consideration  of  convenience,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
nearer  to  those  who  want  the  goods  ? — I  guarded 
myself  against  saying  that  they  did  obtain  higher 
prices  ;  I  do  not  think  they  do  in  the  long  run.  I 
daresay  that  on  occasions  they  obtain  higher  prices, 
because  the  growers  are  careful  not  to  send  too  much 
into  those  markets.  I  should  .say  that  in  the  long  run 
the  old  markets  will  realise  the  better  price-*. 

1499.  Granting  that  to  be  so,  is  there  not  a  ques- 
tion of  convenience  for  the  consumers  in  the  locality  ? 
— No,  because  the  consumer  himself  doos  not  go  to 
that  mnrket;  it  is  the  greengrocer  who  goes  thciv. 
It  is  a  mere  question  of  convenience  to  him  ;  it  saves 
him  drivinsr  his  cart  three  or  four  miles. 
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1500.  Then  you  make  a  distinction  altogether 
between  wholesale  markets  and  retail  markets? — The 
very  greatest. 

1501.  Are  they  not  very  much  mixed  up? — No, 
not  at  all.  Of  late  years  you  will  find  that  the  retail 
element  is  disappearing  from  wholesale  markets 
altogether  in  consequence  of  the  costermongers  and 
shops.  Practically  the  Spitalfields  Market  consists 
wholly  of  u  wholesale  market  now,  and  I  think  you 
will  find  the  same  at  Covent  Garden. 

1502.  But  you  can  buy  things  by  retail  in  Covent 
Garden  ? — In  the  Central  Avenue  you  can  ;  but  those 
businesses  are  dropping  out.  Mr.  Bourne,  the  Duke 
of  Bedford's  agent,  if  he  is  called,  will  teD  you  that 
the  retail  businesses  are  gradually  diminishing. 

1503.  (Sir  Thomas  Martifieau.)  Your  remark 
applies  to  London  markets  only,  I  presume? — I  do 
not  pretend  to  understand  much  about  provincial 
markets,  but  I  think  the  same  general  principles 
would  apply  to  them. 

1504.  {Mr.  Childers,)  Then  you  think  that  the 
tendency  at  the  present  time  is  to  increase  the  retail 
business  at  shops  and  with  costermongers  ? — Yes. 

1505.  And  to  gradually  crowd  it  out  from  the 
markets  which  are  now  used  by  the  intermediary 
buyers  and  not  by  the  ultimate  buyers  ? — That  is  so ; 
it  is  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  that  governs  it ; 
it  is  the  course  of  business.  It  is  not  done  by  any 
action  of  the  market  owners. 

1506.  It  is  the  tendency  of  the  business  of  a  great 
city  ? — It  is.  I  should  tell  you  that  there  are  som^e 
very  small  dealers  in  the  shape  of  higglers  in  Spital- 
fields and  Covent  Garden  ar^d  other  markets.  They 
are  people  who  buy  for  the  turn  of  the  market. 
They  buy  wholesale  and  sell  wholesale.  For  instance, 
a  large  quantity  of  a  particular  kind  of  vegetable  may 
come  in  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and  they 
buy  that  cheap  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  scarcer  an 
hour  later. 

1507.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  marketting  in 
France,  in  Paris,  for  instance,  where  the  goodwife  to 
this  day  goes  and  buys  what  she  wants  for  the  day  ? 
—Yes. 

1508.  That  has  disappeared  in  London  ? — That  has 
disappeai'ed  in  London  in  consequence  of  the  shops. 


I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  wives  to 
go  to  market;  they  would  buy  much  cheaper.  I 
should  like  to  mention  also  that  the  greengrocer 
carries  on  an  entirely  different  business  from  the 
cosr^rmonger.  A  greengrocer  buys  a  limited  quantity ; 
he  only  hnys  what  he  can  sell,  whether  the  price  is 
High  or  whether  the  price  is  low.  But  the  coster- 
monger  only  buys  when  the  price  is  low,  and  then  he 
will  buy  any  amount.  So  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  greengrocer  to  sell  a  few  goods  at  a  high  price, 
but  it  is  the  interest  of  the  costermonger  to  sell  a 
great  quantity  of  goods  at  a  low  price. 

1509.  (Chairman.)  And  where  the  costermongers 
have  been  practically  suppressed,  as  you  say  they 
have  been  in  some  places,  what  becomes  of  the 
produce  that  they  would  otherwise  have  disposed  of? 
— It  is  left  unbought.  The  business  goes  to  the 
shops,  and  people  tave  to  pay  higher  prices  for  the 
produce. 

1510.  Do  you  mean  that  the  produce  is  actually 
wasted  ? — No  ;  it  does  not  realise  the  price  that  it 
would  otherwise  realise.  In  some  cases  it  is  actually 
wasted.  In  some  cases  you  can,  to  use  their  own 
expression,  hardly  give  goods  away. 

1511.  Did  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  that 
the  practice  of  salesmen  acting  as  intermediaries 
between  the  buyers  and  the  sellers  was  increasing  ? — 
I  should  imagine  that  it  is.  But  the  market  gardeners 
attend  the  market  as  regularly  as  ever  they  did.  The 
salesmen  deal  more  in  the  large  fruit  and  potato 
business. 

1512.  (Mr.  Little,)  Consigned  from  a  considerable 
distance? — Some  of  it  is  consigned  from  Yorkshire. 
Strawberries,  for  instance,  are  consigned  from  Corn- 
wall, and  peas  from  Yorkshire  when  they  are  scarce 
around  London. 

1513.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  And  cherries  from 
Belgium  ? — Cherries  from  Belgium  and  from  Kent. 

1514.  (Chairman.)  As  the  result  of  early  com- 
munication the  supplies  come  from  a  distance,  and 
the  grower  cannot  be  on  the  spot  to  sell  them  ? — 
As  regards  foreign  supplies,  and  supplies  from  a  long 
distance,  that  is  so.  There  necessarily  must  bo  sales- 
men in  those  cases. 


Mr. 
James  Briggt, 
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The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  Robert  Hobner  examined. 


1515.  (  Chairman, )  I  think  you  have  been  connected 
with  Spitalfields  Market  for  more  than  30  years  ? — 
Thirty- three  years  last  summer. 

1516.  You  were  a  potato  salesman,  I  understand  ?— 
Yes,  that  was  my  occupation  before  I  bought  the 
market.     I  do  deal  in  them  now  occasionally. 

1517.  You  bought  the  market  about  12  years  ago, 
.  did  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1518.  1  think  we  understand  that  before  that  time 
it  had  been  carried  on  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  way  ? 
—  It  had. 

1519.  You  obtained  a  new  lease,  and  yuu  proceeded 
to  put  the  market  in  order  ? — Yes.  I  bought  the 
remains  of  an  old  lease,  an  11  years  lease,  and  I  had 
that  for  several  years  before  they  granted  me  a  new 
lease. 

1520.  We  gather  from  the  printed  statement  which 
you  have  put  in  that  you  pay  a  rent  of  5,000/.  a  year  ? 
—Yes. 

1521.  And  other  expenses,  including  interest  of 
capital  laid  out,  you  estimate  at  rather  more  than  the 
same  amount  ? — Yes,  about  10,500/.  altogether ;  it 
would  vary  a  little,  perhaps,  every  year. 

1522.  The  estate  consisted,  as  I  understand,  of 
133  houses  ? — Yes. 

1523.  Were  most  of  those  demolished  ? — ^They  are 
nearly  all  demolished  ;  I  think,  perhaps,  there  are 
14  or  15  left  standing  of  the  old  houses. 

1524.  What  was  the  rental  of  those  houses  as  they 
stood  befon^  you  began  your  operations  ? — The  rental 
was  about  7,000/.  u  year. 


1525.  And  in  consequence  of  what  you  have  done 
it  has  diminished,  as  I  understand,  some  3,000/.  ? — 
That  is  so. 

1526.  Therefore,  in  order  to  recover  what  you  have 
lost  in  the  way  of  i-ent,  you  require  to  receive  4,000/. 
a  year  more  from  the  place  as  a  market  ? — Yes,  more 
in  the  value  of  the  naked  land.  The  naked  land  is 
more  required  than  houses  in  a  market  for  stands  for 
waggons  and  stalls. 

1527.  You  propose,  (w  I  understand,  to  cover  t)ver 
a  large  portion  of  the  ground  with  a  glass  and  iron 
roof? — Some  of  it  is  already  done,  but  thei'e  is  a 
portion  more  to  do.  There  is  over  an  acre  now  covered 
with  a  glass  and  iron  roof.  There  was  no  covering 
whatever  before  on  the  estate. 

1528.  And  you  either  have  established  or  propose 
to  create  a  flower  market  ? — Yes,  it  will  be  ready  by 
the  1st  of  March;  it  is  now  nearly  completed. 

1529.  You  expect  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
fruit  trade,  do  you  not  ? — ^Yes,  we  have  increased 
largelj'  in  the  fruit  trade  since  we  had  the  covering 
over  the  market.  There  were  formerly  no  places 
for  the  people  to  stand  under  cover  with  their  fruit. 

1530.  And  I  believe  you  entertain  a  confident 
expectation  that  with  lower  charges  than  those  at 
Covent  Garden  and  at  other  markets,  you  will  increase 
the  annual  income  derived  from  the  estate  to  18,000  a 
year  ?  — That  is  what  I  expect. 

1531.  We  need  not  trouble  you  with  regard  to  the 
litigation  which  you  have  had  with  the  Great  Eastern 
Company,  bccau.**o   we   have  already  had  that  from 


Mr.  Robert 
Homer. 
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Mr,  Robert     another  witness.     I  believe  that  in  August  1884  you 
Homer,        came  to  an  understanding  with  the  company  ? — Yes, 
that  was  so. 

1532.  And  a  settlement  was  finally  effected  in 
June  1885?— Yes. 

1533.  But  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  confirmation 
of  that  by  an  Act  of  Parliament? — Yes. 

1534.  Was  a  Bill  brought  in  in  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  by  the  company  for  that  purpose? — Yes, 
before  committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of 
the  House  of  Lords. 

1535.  But  some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  charges 
to  be  made  ? — Yes  ;  when  the  company  went  for  their 
Bill  I  had  no  idea  that  they  were  going  to  ask  for 
additional  toll  at  their  markets ;  I  expected  that  they 
were  going  to  get  their  return  from  the  rate.  It  was 
not  my  intention  to  ask  for  more  toll,  because  I  think 
that  the  higher  the  toll  the  worse  it  is  for  the  market. 
We  want  a  large  number  of  people  at  a  reasonable 
rate. 

1536.  Do  I  correctly  understand  that  the  market  is 
conducted  by  yourself  and  your  family  ? — Yes,  b}' 
myself  and  my  two  sons. 

1537.  You  personally  attend  the  market?—!  do 
every  day. 

1538.  What  are  the  highest  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages 
which  you  are  empowered  to  levy,  and  what  are  the 
rates  which  you  actually  do  levy  ? — ( >n  potatoes,  a 
shilling  a  ton  ;  on  peas  a  penny  a  sack ;  on  a  barrel  of 
apples  a  penny  ;  on  a  bushel  of  fruit,  a  halfpenny. 

1539.  (Mr,  Little,)  Is  a  bushel  the  same  as  a 
sieve  ? — A  sieve  is  half  a  bushel.  We  charge  for  two 
sieves  the  same  as  for  a  bushel.  At  Covent  Garden 
and  other  markets  they  charge  all  the  same. 

1540.  (Chairman,)  How  much  do  you  charge  lor 
waggons  and  carts  ? — 2s,  per  waggon  when  they  pay 
no  stand  rent ;  and  Is,  6d,  for  a  cart  when  they  pay 
no  stand  rent  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  they  come  in  occa- 
sionally. For  others  it  is  1*.  iyd,  for  a  waggon  if 
they  pay  a  stand  rent,  and  Is,  per  cart  it'  they  pay  a 
stand  rent.  It  amounts  to  about  the  same  thing.  Th& 
market  gardeners  want  somctimec  to  have  a  stand  so 
that  they  may  go  to  the  same  spot,  and  that  their 
customers  can  always  find  them  at  that  particular  spot 
when  they  bring  in  their  empties. 

1541.  I  presume  that  the  amount  charged  for 
stallage  varies  according  to  the  position  of  the  stall  ? 
— It  varies  according  to  the  size  and  position  of  the 
stall. 

1542.  Have  vou  any  record  kept  of  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  sold  in  the  market  Y — Yes,  we  do  occa- 
sionally make  remarks  in  going  through  a  year  when 
ft  thing  is  very  cheap  or  very  dear.  Potatoes  have 
realised  from  10/.  down  to  as  low  as  1/.  lOs,  per  ton, 
and  I  have  known  them  dearer  than  10/.  I  have 
known  them  15/.,  but  that  only  very  rarely.  The 
vegetables  vary  a  great  deal  in  price. 

1543.  And  as  a  consequence  of  that  variation,  I 
presume  that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  say  what  rate 
the  tolls  and  dues  bear  to  the  value  of  the  commodities 
sold  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so.  Sometimes  a  waggon  load  of 
stuff  will  fetch  50^.,  and  sometimes  it  will  fetch  50/. 
It  varies  very  much.     The  toll  is  the  same. 

1544.  Have  you  any  means  of  getting  at  the  average 
annual  turnover  ? — We  went  into  that,  and  wc  got  it 
out  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  we  put  it  at  two  millions ; 
we  thought  it  was  more  than  two  millions,  but  I  think 
we  put  it  low  enough.  We  went  into  the  business  of 
every  market  gardener  and  salesman  and  stall  keeper, 
and  stand  owner  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  got  at  their 
turnover. 

1545.  What  do  you  consider,  taking  that  estimate, 
that  the  market  charges  would  come  to? — About 
10*.  per  cent. 

1546.  That,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  and  belief, 
is  the  average  charge? — It  is.  We  could  not,  of 
course,  get  at  it  exactly. 

1547.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  1  presume  that 
that  includes  the  tolls  and  stallages  together  ? — Yes, 
that  is  everything  we  take. 


1548.  (Chairman.)  I  think  you  have  expi^essed  an 
opinion  unfavourable  to  any  compulsory  powei-s  on 
the  part  of  the  local  authority  to  acquire  your  property 
in  this  market  ? — Yes,  I  have  asked  the  question 
several  times.  I  asked  the  Whitechapel  District 
Board  of  Works,  when  the  litigation  was  going  on,  to 
take  it  over,  and  1  said  that  I  was  quite  willing  to 
part  with  it ;  I  did  not  want  it  so  long  as  I  was 
satisfied  by  being  paid  a  fair  amount  for  it. 

1549.  Did  they  object  so  to  do? — They  said  that 
they  should  have  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
many  other  obstacles  were  in  the  way,  and  they  did 
aot  seem  to  entertain  it  at  all. 

1550.  Then,  as  I  underetand,  the  objection  has  not 
been  on  your  side  ? — ^Not  at  all.  I  should  have  been 
very  pleased  if  they  had  taken  it  over. 

1551.  If  yon  could  get  fair  compensation  for  your 
outlay  ?—  If  I  could  get  fair  compensation  for  my 
outlay,  and  something  for  the  future,  heciiuse  the 
market  just  now  is  undergoing  all  this  re-building 
and  pulling  down»  and  I  cannot  get  the  full  value  or 
anything  like  it  at  present. 

1552.  You  would,  of  course,  object  to  the  com- 
pensation being  measured  by  the  present  value  of  the 
market  to  you  ? — It  would  not  be  fair  to  me. 

1553.  And  I  presui^e  that  if  the  local  authority 
took  possession  of  the  market  rights  you  would 
expect  them  to  acquire  the  market  also,  that  is  the 
estate  upon  which  the  market  exists,  so  that  they 
should  not  be  separated? — Yes.  Before  I  put  the 
roof  on,  and  before  I  began  to  build,  I  begged  the 
district  board  several  times  to  take  it  over  and  do 
what  they  pleased  with  it. 

1554.  From  one  of  your  answers  to  our  questions 
I  gather  that  you  object  to  allowing  wholesale  markets 
to  be  created  indiscriminately  ? — Yes. 

1555.  Will  you  give  us  your  reason  for  that  ? — Do 
you  mean  near  me,  or  any  distance  away  ?  As  to 
wholesale  markets,  a  market  wants  to  be  a  goo<l 
market  and  a  full  market,  so  that  when  buyers  go  to 
the  market  they  can  get  everything  they  want.  They 
cannot  afford  to  go  to  two  or  three  markets.  The 
greengrocers  come  there  in  the  morning  in  the  sum- 
mer season  at  three  or  four  o'clock,  and  they,  some 
of  them,  stop  for  two  or  three  hours  there  buying 
their  goods  ;  and  they  cannot  afford  the  time  to  go 
away  to  another  market  to  get  something,  although 
they  could  save  sixpence.  They  want  to  buy  every- 
thing at  one  market.  If  you  have  too  many  whole- 
sale market*  you  only  cheat  each  other ;  and  you  do 
not  get  one  good  successful  market  because  they 
cannot  all  succeed.  In  the  case  of  Columbia  Market, 
whatever  they  do,  and  whatever  they  try.  although 
they  have  let  people  bo  there  for  nothing,  and  paid 
them  to  go  there  and  stop  there,  and  paid  for  a 
steamer  to  bring  salesmen's  goods  from  the  Channel 
Islands  free, — with  all  that,  the  market  cannot  suc- 
ceed ;  it  is  utterly  impossible.  There  is  no  room  for 
two  markets  near  together. 

1556.  Then  you  would  object  to  any  multiplica- 
tion of  wholesale  markets,  because  they  would  not 
pay  ? — Because  they  would  not  pay,  and  they  would 
hot  be  beneficial  to  buyers.  Buyers  would  have  to 
run  from  post  to  pillar,  and  the  real  value  of  the 
things  would  never  be  realised.  A  man  would  go  to 
one  market  and  he  would  not  know  whether  he  was 
paying  the  right  price  or  the  wrong  price.  Perhaps 
it  is  cheaper  at  one  market,  and  at  another  market 
dearer.  A  multiplication  of  wholesale  markets  woulil 
not  be  advantageous. 

15o7.  Would  not  that  be  an  argument  against  an 
indefinite  multiplication  of  shops  ? — The  shops  are 
on  a  difibrent  scale.  Street  markets  and  anything 
that  would  help  the  costermongers  would  <lo  good, 
l-'laces  where  costermongers  sell  cannot  be  too  nu- 
merous ;  there  cannot  be  too  great  a  quantity  of  such 
places.  Wholesale  markets  are  different.  People 
come  many  miles  to  a  wholesale  market.  Most  of  the 
people  who  come  to  a  wholesale  market  have  a  horse 
and  cart  or  van,  but  if  individuals  want  to  buy  3d, 
worth  of  stuff*  for  their  own  dinner,  thejr^cannot  go 
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by  railway,  or  have  a  van  or  cart;  they  must  go 
on  foot,  so  that  they  cannot  go  a  long  distance. 
Numerous  places  where  a  costermonger  can  stand 
with  his  barrow  help  the  public  a  great  deal ;  but  a 
great  number  of  wholesale  markets  does  not  help  the 
pcblic. 

1558.  But  supposing  that  it  were  fair  to  everybody 
to  establish  a  wholesale  market  where  he  pleased,  and 
that  two  or  three  new  markets  were  established,  who 
would  suffer  except  the  pei-sons  who  hod  set  up  these 
markets  and  who  would  lose  their  money? — They 
will  suffer  because  they  must  ultimately  fail,  though 
they  might  go  on  for  a  little  time.  There  would  not 
be  business  enough.  Take  Columbia  Market,  for 
instance,  they  have  tried  everything  there  to  make 
their  market  go,  but  there  is  not  room  for  another 
market. 

1559.  But  why  are  you  to  protect  them  against 
themselves  ?  If  they  think  there  is  room  for  another 
market,  and  are  mistaken,  are  they  not  the  sufferers  ? 
— They  are  the  sufferers.  They  spend  their  money, 
and  lose  it. 

1560.  And  you  thiak  that  they  should  be  protected 
by  the  State  against  the  risk  of  making  an  injudicious 
speculation  ? — If  they  have  plenty  of  money  to  spend 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  harm ;  they  have  a  right 
to  do,  perhaps,  as  they  please.  But,  in  the  case  of 
compani^,  and  such  Ukc,  it  is  a  very  bad  thing  to 
create  wholesale  markets,  because  people  would  lose 
their  money.  In  the  case  of  the  Baroness,  of  course, 
it  is  her  own  money,  and  she  has  a  perfect  right  to 
do  as  she  pleases,  but  it  has  been  a  great  source  of 
trouble  to  her. 

1561.  {Mr.  Maclean.)  According  to  your  view, 
the  costerroongers  are  very  useful  persons  ? — They 
are. 

1562.  In  this  way : — When  there  is  a  glut  in  the 
market,  of  vegetables,  say,  they  can  come  and  buy  at 
a  low  rate,  and  sell  to  the  working  classes  at  a 
correspondingly  low  rate? — Yes,  costermongei*s  are 
a  very  useful  class  of  people,  and  they  help  to  feed 
the  poor  of  London,  no  doubt,  much  cheaper  than 
tliey  would  be  fed  if  the  costermongers  did  not  exist, 
because  the  shopkeepers  do  not  sell  so  cheaply  as  the 
costermongers. 

156^.  I  see  that  among  your  suggestions  as  to  any 
changes  about  markets  you  suggest  that  it  might  be 
desirable  to  incorporate  the  Lands  Glauses  Act  in  all 
existing  charters  ? — That  is  a  question  that  I  do  not 
so  much  understand. 

1564.  I  was  going  to  suggest  that,  perhaps,  you 
have  not  given  much  consideration  to  that  proposal  ? 
— No. 

1565.  It  would  have  this  effect,  would  it  not,  of 
giving  lo  every  private  owner  of  a  market  those  com- 
pulsory powers  which  are  only  vested  in  corporations 
like  railway  companies,  and  so  forth,  after  they  have 
actually  had  a  decision  of  Parliament  upon  the  point  ; 
that  would  be  rather  dangerous,  would  it  not  ?— The 
legal  points  I  am  not  so  well  up  in. 

1566.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  You  are  going  to 
use  your  proposed  flower  market  as  an  auction  room, 
are  you  not? — ^As  an  auction  room  and  flower 
market. 

1567.  Have  you  auctions  in  the  market  now? — 
Not  any  ;  they  have  them  at  Covent  Garden,  but  we 
have  never  had  the  convenience  for  auctions ;  we 
have  had  no  place  suitable  for  the  pui-pose. 

1568.  Do  you  think  that  a  want  is  felt  for  sales  by 
auction? — I  think  so;  they  seem  to  be  wanting  to 
come  there  to  sell,  because  they  shov^  samples.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  samples  of  fruit>  and  so  on,  come 
up  by  the  Great  Eastern  vi4  Harwich  from  Germany 
and  France,  and  they  can  bring  them  into  Spitalflelds 
and  show  the  samples,  and  there  sell  them. 

1569.  Would  it  only  be  foreign  consignments  that 
would  be  sold  in  that  way  ? — ^The  auction  is  princi- 
pally of  foreign  consignments. 

1570.  Have  you  ever  anything  approaching  a  sale 
by  auction  at  the  end  of  the  day  when  it  is  found 
that  there  is  a  quantity  of  green  stuff  not  disposed 
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of  ? — No,  that  is  never  sold  by  auction.  Any  vege- 
tables that  are  left  at  the  end  of  the  day  are  not  sold 
by  auction.  That  is  bought  out  more  by  higglers 
and  men  that  stand  hanging  about;  they  are  not 
quite  costermongers,  but  men  who  hang  about  the 
market  and  buy.  Supposing  that  the  market  gardener 
is  hung  up  a  little  with  his  stuff,  the  higgler  buys  it, 
and  puts  it  out  on  the  ground  and  sells  it  in  the  after 
part  of  the  day  and  the  next  day. 

1571.  You  have  no  sale  of  fish  at  your  market, 
have  you  ? — ^Not  any. 

1572.  {Mr,  Little.)  Your  markets  are  carried  on 
on  three  days  in  the  week,  are  they? — ^There  ai-e 
three  market  days.  There  is  a  market  every  day  bnt 
the  growers  come  on  three  days. 

1578.  What  is  the  distinction  ?  Is  the  distinction 
that  tolls  am  taken  only  on  three  days  ? — Tolls  am 
taken  every  day  when  there  is  anything  to  take  tolls 
for.     On  market  days  the  market  gardeners  come. 

1574.  You  take  tolls  every  day  on  the  waggons? — 
Yes. 

1575.  And  you  consider  that  you  are  authorised 
to  take  tolls  on  days  which  are  not  market  days  ? — 
We  do.  It  would  be  a  very  hard  thing  upon  the 
market  owner  if  he  could  not  take  something  for 
the  ground  that  was  occupied  by  the  people  who  come 
there. 

1576.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  That  is  stallage, 
is  it  not  ? — In  some  cases  it  is  stallage.  There  is 
so  much  money  paid  for  the  convenience,  whatever 
it  is. 

1577.  {Mr.  Little.)  Lord  Derby  asked  you  what 
were  the  highest  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages  which  the 
owner  was  empowered  to  levy,  and  what  were  the 
actual  sums  levied.  You  read  out  one  shilling  per 
ton  on  potatoes,  one  penny  per  sack  on  peas,  &c. ; 
those,  I  presume,  would  be  the  tolls  actually  taken  ? 
— Those  are  the  tolls  which  are  actually  taken.  It  is 
not  carried  out  in  every  case. 

1578.  Those  are  the  highest  tolls  ?— They  are  the 
highest  tolls. 

1579.  But  are  they  the  highest  tolls  that  could  be 
taken  ? — ^No. 

1580.  How  is  that  limited  ?—  There  is  no  particular 
rule  laid  down. 

1581.  It  is  not  defined  in  your  charter? — ^No. 

1582.  The  toll  must  be  reasonable? — It  must  be 
reasonable,  and  what  I  suppose  we  should  fall  back 
upon  if  there  was  any  dispute  in  the  case  of  tolls 
would  be  Covent  Grarden  Market  and  the  Borough 
Market,  which  are  similar  markets.  There,  I  think, 
their  charges  are  2d.  for  a  box  of  oranges  and  2d. 
for  a  barrel  of  apples,  bnt  we  charge  \d.  I  suppose 
we  could  charge  the  same  as  they  do. 

1583.  You  said  that  you  dealt  in  potatoes  now  and 
that  you  have  been  a  potatoe  dealer;  do  you  deal 
very  largely  in  potatoes  which  are  sold  in  your 
own  market  ? — Yes,  I  speculate.  I  buy  potatoes  by 
the  acre  on  the  land. 

1 584.  And  you  do  so  very  largely  in  my  country  in 
Cambridgeshire  and  Lincolnshire  ? — Yes,  and  1  bring 
them  to  London  by  water  and  by  rail,  and  there  they 
are  for  anyone  to  buy* 

1585.  Do  you  sdl  them  yourself  or  through  a 
salesman? — I  sell  them  mostly  myself.  I  sell  a 
great  many  to  the  stall  keepers  in  Spitalfields 
market,  and  they  are  open  to  be  sold  to  anybody  that 
likes  to  buy  them. 

1586.  Are  you  able  by  buying  these  large  quan- 
tities of  potatoes  to  influence  or  command  the  price 
at  Spitalfields  market  ? — ^No. 

1587.  It  is  not  so  large  a  quantity  as  that  ? — No. 
That  has  been  said.  This  year  I  have  bought  some- 
thing like  20,000  tons.  I  calculate  on  realismg  about 
so  many  per  acre. 

1588.  Six  or  seven  tons? — This  year  I  shall 
realise  something  like  eight  tons  per  acre.  That  is 
about  20,000  tons.  That  means  everything,  waste 
and  all.  I  calculate  that  in  the  United  Kingdom 
there  are  something  like  13,000,000  tons.  It  is  said 
that  I  monopolise  the  whole  of  the  potatoe  trade, 


JIfn  Robert 
Homer. 
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Mr.  Robert     but  20,000  tons  bears  a  very   small  proportion  to 

^^^'        13,000,000  tons.     I  sell  a  large  quantity  to  go  to 

16  Feb.  1S88#    America.    I  have  sold  2,000  tons  just  lately  to  go 

! to  America.     I  sell  them  to  go  anywhere.     It  is  a 

bad  job  the  last  few  years  that  I  have  speculated. 
The  last  three  years  I  am  4,000/.  out  of  pocket  afier 
all  my  hard  toil  and  labour.  My  ualance  sheet  shows 
a  loss  of  4,000/.  in  the  last  three  years.  Three  years 
ago  I  lost  9,000/.  in  one  year. 

1589.  Do  you  put  up  in  the  market  a  board  stating 
what  the  tolls  are ;  is  there  any  published  notice  ? — 
There  never  has  been  any  published  notice,  and  many 
people  have  asked  me  the  reason  why  I  do  not  put  up 
a  board.  My  answer  to  it  is  this :  that  if  I  put  up  a 
board  I  ought  to  put  up  upon  the  board  the  highest 
charges  that  I  can  take.  Then  it  is  a  question 
whetiber  when  people  read  those  charges  it  would  not 
frighten  a  lot  of  people  away  from  the  market  if  they 
saw  2d.  for  a  barrel  of  apples  and  those  high  tolls 
that  other  markets  charge. 

1590.  Have  you  any  set  of  rules  for  those  who 
hire  stalls  or  shops  under  you  ? — No.  I  contract 
with  many  of  my  fruit  people  from  year  to  year.  I 
take  BO  much  of  them  instead  of  taking  ,the  tolls 
only. 

1591.  Is  that  for  stalls  ? — Yes,  including  everything 
that  they  have  to  bring  in.  If  they  feel  that  that  is 
more  than  they  would  be  charged  if  they  paid  by 
tolls  they  are  at  liberty  at  any  time  to  alter  it  and  pay 
the  usual  toll. 

1592.  You  compound  with  them  for  a  certain  sum 
for  the  tolls? — Yes,  for  the  year  throughout,  from 
midsummer  to  midsummer. 

1593.  And  you  allow  them  to  throw  it  up  if  it  is 
disadvantageous  to  them  ? — Yes,  at  any  time  they 
please.  Other  pieces  of  ground  we  let  at  1/.  a  week, 
some  at  10^.  a  week,  and  so  forth.  We  let  them  a 
square  piece  of  land  and  let  them  do  as  they  please. 
It  saves  a  lot  of  trouble  in  counting  everything  they 
have  in.  I  should  want  such  a  lot  of  people  about 
me  that  it  would  run  away  with  all  the  profit. 

1594.  I  was  thinking  not  of  the  tolls  but  of  the 
way  in  which  they  conduct  their  business.  Have 
you  any  rules  or  conditions  under  which  they  hire  ? — 
No,  but  some  are  weekly  agreements,  some  monthly, 
and  some  yearly. 

1595.  Is  it  a  written  agreement  ? — Yes,  with  some. 
With  some  we  have  no  agreement,  but  they  are 
simply  weekly  tenants. 

1596.  {Sir  James  Carry ^  I  presume  you  think 
that  a  covered  market  is  better  for  your  business 
than  an  open  market  as  it  was  before  ? — Yes,  taking 
a  morning  like  this  morning,  a  snowy  morning,  the 
people  could  not  expose  any  fruit  except  under  cover. 
A  great  deal  of  the  foreign  fruit  comes  to  Spitalfields 
now,  and  if  the  market  were  not  covered  they  would 
have  no  place  to  put  it  under  cover.  With  this  large 
covering  the  buyers  can  walk  about  in  the  dry  and 
buy  their  stuff  under  cover  in  the  market  and  the 
sellers  can  sell ;  and  for  the  market  gardeners  them- 
selves and  their  men  on  the  waggons  a  morning  like 
this  it  is  a  very  nice  thing  to  be  out  of  the  snow  and 
the  rain.  When  I  took  the  market  there  was  no 
covering  wiiatever ;  and  it  was  a  most  uncomfortable 
place,  in  fact,  a  wretched  place.  There  were  no 
sanitary  arrangements,  and  no  police,  and  everybody 
did  as  they  liked. 

1597.  Do  the  metropolitan  police  watch  the  market, 
or  do  you  provide  your  own  police? — ^I  have  the 
metropolitan  police,  but  I  have  to  pay  them.  Soon 
after  I  took  the  market  the  order  was  so  bad  that  I 
had  six  policemen  on,  and  they  cost  me  over  600/.  a 
year.  Now  that  we  have  a  better  state  of  things  we 
have  only  three. 

1598.  {Mr,  Harwood.)  You  said,  did  you  not, 
that  when  you  got  the  market  you  tried  to  persuade 
the  local  authority  to  take  the  market  from  you  into 
their  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

1599.  Then  I  gather  that  your  opinion  is,  that  if 
the  local  authority  had  sufficient  public  enterprise 
and  managed  the  business  well,  and  assuming  that 


they  chai^  no  more  money  than  would  pay  tbo 
interest  of  the  capital  which  they  had  actually 
expended  on  the  market  and  provide  a  sinking  fund 
they  would  be  the  best  persons  to  conduct  the 
market  ? — If  that  was  all  done  ;  but  no  local 
authority  couM  manage  a  market  so  cheaply  as  a 
private  individual  if  the  private  individual  attends 
and  manages  it  himself.  But  if  he  is  going  to  employ 
a  lot  of  other  people  to  do  it,  as  a  local  authority  must 
do,  then  the  market  could  not  be  carried  on  so  chei^ily. 

1600.  Wl;en  you  asked  the  local  authority  to  take 
it  over,  did  you  not  think  that  that  would  be  the 
best  thing  to  be  done  ? — The  local  authority  entered 
an  action  against  me  to  try  to  stop  me  from  putting 
a  roof  01^  the  market,  and  then  I  asked  them  to  take 
it  over  themselves.  Tnat  is  how  it  came  about  that 
I  asked  them  to  take  it. 

1601.  Supposing  that  you,  with  your  experience, 
were  establishing  a  market  to-day  in  any  neighbour- 
hood, would  you  not  say  that  the  best  way  of  managing 
the  market  in  the  interest  of  everybody  concerned 
would  be  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authority  ? 
— Yes,  possibly  it  would;  they  would  have  more 
power  than  a  private  individual. 

1602.  And  they  would  manage  it  better  ultimately  ? 
— I  cannot  say  that  they  would  manage  it  better.  If 
a  private  individual  will  attend  to  it  and  manage  it 
I  do  not  think  that  anybody  could  manage  it  better. 
But  the  great  question  is,  that  you  could  hardly  expect 
a  private  individual  to  get  up  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning.     People  do  not  care  for  that  sort  of  thing. 

1603.  But  a  private  individual  not  only  pays  all  his 
expenses  and  interest  of  money,  but  he  wants  to  make 
a  fortune  for  himself,  so  that  he  can  retire  as  soon  as 
possible  ? — In  my  case  I  do  not  find  it  very  profitable. 

1604.  You  say  that  you  charge  less  than  they 
charge  at  Co  vent  Grarden,  and  that  your  object  in 
charging  less  than  they  charge  at  Covent  Garden 
is  to  draw  the  people  into  your  market  ? — Yes,  the 
east  end  of  London  will  hardly  bear  so  much  in 
the  way  of  charges,  and  I  think  the  lower  charges  will 
help  to  create  and  bring  a  lot  more  trade  there.  If 
a  man  has  a  shop  the  cheaper  he  can  sell  a  thing  the 
more  he  sells,  and  the  better  it  is  for  all  concerned. 

1605.  When  you  have  induced  the  people  to  come 
to  the  market  by  the  lower  charges  for  tolls  and 
stallages,  it  would  be  quite  competent  for  you,  would 
it  not,  when  you  have  got  the  business  and  established 
the  business  there,  to  increase  the  prices  upon  them  ? 
— If  a  market  owner  increased  the  prices  he  would 
injure  himself  more,  1  think,  or  quite  as  much  as  he 
injured  the  others. 

1606.  But  if  the  competition  of  (^^vent  Garden  with 
a  higher  price  induces  you  to  lower  your  prices,  do 
you  not  think  that  an  increased  number  of  markets  all 
round  would  have  a  tendency  to  bring  down  the  prices 
charged  in  Covent  Garden? — If  there  were  half  a 
dozen  more  of  this  kind  of  market  they  could  not 
stand.  They  might  go  on  for  a  few  years,  but 
ultimately  they  would  come  down  in  number,  the 
same  as  they  have  hitherto  done.  There  are  many 
markets  about ;  there  is  another  market  near  Spital- 
fields, Finsbury  market,  which  Sir  Sydney  Waterlow 
has  built.  The  tail  end  of  it  has  been  since  I  have 
been  there,  but  that  never  could  succeed ;  it  is  like 
Columbia  market.  There  is  not  business  enough  for 
a  lot  of  wholesale  markets.  The  great  weight  of 
stuff  that  comes  to  these  markets  is  potatoes.  After 
the  new  season  is  over,  after  the  Channel  Islands 
season  is  over,  wlien  potatoes  come  by  water  to  Tooley 
Street,  they  come  by  all  the  railways  in  Ix)ndon,  and 
there  they  are  sold  and  disposed  of.  They  are  all 
markets  in  that  sense.  The  Great  Northern  and 
Midland  Companies  have  now  opened  markets.  That 
distributes  the  great  weight  of  stuff  which  had  to 
come  many  years  ago  to  these  markets,  so  that  I  think 
there  are  not  more  markets  of  this  kind  required  now, 
though  the  population  has  increased  very  much, 
because  the  railways  have  taken  their  place.  The 
Great  Northern  supplies  the  wants  of  a  tremendous 
number   of  people,  who  go  there  for  the  particular 
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thing  that  they  want.  But  supposing  that  there  was 
a  market  established,  the  railway  can  onlj  supply  one 
or  two  things.  Take  the  Great  Northern ;  they  can 
supply  the  ])otatoes  and  a  portion  of  the  greou  stuffy 
when  it  is  short  in  Essex  and  Kent.  If  a  market  was 
at  the  railway  station  instead  of  being  an  inland 
market,  there  must  be  always  a  great  amount  of  things 
carted  to  that  particular  market,  the  same  as  to 
Spitalfields  and  Covent  Grarden.  All  the  potatoes 
from  the  Channel  Islands,  and  the  foreign  fruit  that 
comes  by  water,  and  it  must  be  carted  to  some 
of  these  inland  markets. 

1607.  You  say  that  you  encourage  the  coster- 
mongers  ;  I  suppose  you  encourage  the  costermongers 
because,  if  a  grower  sent  you  a  ton  of  plums  in  the 
morning,  you  sell  what  you  can  to  the  shopkee|>ers  at 
the  maximum  price,  and  then  the  costermonger  would 
be  there  to  clear  the  remainder  at  a  low  price,  though 
it  wojild  reduce  the  average  ? — That  is  so  ;  the  coster- 
mongers are  very  useful  people  in  clearing  the  market  ; 
they  clear  out  fish  and  green  stuff,  and  [  have 
endeavoured  to  make  roads  through  Spitalfields 
market,  which  there  were  not  before,  so  that  a  coster- 
monger, at  a  given  time  in  the  morning,  can  bring  his 
barrow  into  the  market  and  load  from  the  grower's  van, 
and  so[save  Is.  or  1*.  6c/.  porterage/  Formerly,  porters 
had  to  carry  it  out  to  the  costermonger's  Iwirrow, 
which  came  very  expensive  to  the  costermonger. 
Now  I  have  arranged  roads,  so  that  the  costermonger 
can  bring  his  vehicle  into  the  market  after  8  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  load  up  this  refuse.  That  helps 
them  a  great  deal. 

1608.  (Mr.  Childers.)  You  would,  therefore,  so  far 
as  the  law  and  the  Government  are  concerned,  put  no 
restriction  whatever  on  the  number  of  costermongers 
or  on  the  places  where  they  may  sell  ? — Not  any. 
We  are  very  pleased  to  see  them.  I  am  as  a  market 
owner.  They  are  a  great  boon  to  market  gardeners 
and  to  myself,  because  they  come  and  take  away  the 
refuse. 

1609.  On  the  other  hand,  would  you  by  law  limit 
the  number  of  markets  which  may  be  established  ? — 
If  such  a  market  was  near  by,  so  that  I  was  injured 
by  it.  It  has  been  said  that  I  have  tried  to  stop 
costermongers  from  selling  and  shopkeepers  from 
selling.  That  is  quite  wrong.  The  only  thing  that 
I  ever  did  was  to  stop  salesmen  setting  up  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street,  just  across  the  road,  so  that  they 
had  no  toll  to  paj,  whereas  my  own  tenants  had  a  toll 
to  pay,  and  were  always  crying  out  about  the  other 
people  being  free  of  toll.  I  mean  a  wholesale  man, 
not  a  retail  man  or  a  costermonger  who  serves  the 
public  for  eating  purposes. 

1610.  You  think,  therefore,  that  the  wholesale 
markets  ought  to  be  protected  by  law,  and  not  to  have 
rivals  ? — ^Not  to  have  rivals.  You  would  never  get  a 
successful  and  good  market  in  that  way. 

1611.  What  rule  of  protection  would  you  lay  down 
for  markets  ? — If  there  were  more  markets  wanted  in 
London,  I  think  that  there  ought  not  to  be  a  market 
set  up  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  an  existing 
market. 

1612.  But  who  is  to  define  whether  more  markets 
are  wanted,  or  what  is  a  reasonable  distance  ? — I 
think  the  people  that  understand  markets  most  could 
perhaps  define  that  best. 

1613.  But  how  are  you  to  form  the  tribunal  which 
is  to  decide  it  ? — I  would  take  Columbia  market,  for 
instance,  as  an  example. 

1614.  That  is  an  example  of  failure ;  but  supposing 
that  I  or  anybody  else  wished  to  erect  a  market  at  any 
place,  to  whom  am  1  to  go  to  say  yes  or  no,  you  may, 
or  you  may  not  ? — I  suppose  it  would  be  to  the 
market  owner,  if  he  has  rights  over  a  certain 
distance. 

1615.  You  have  said  that  the  market  owner  ought 
to  be  protected  against  other  people  coming  in,  where 
an  additional  market  is  not  necessary,  or  within  certain 
limits,  and  erecting  a  new  market ;  there  must  be 
somebody  to  decide  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  new 


market  or  as  to  the  limits.     Who  should  decide  it  ?-— 
I  suppose  the  law  must  step  in  and  decide  it. 

1616.  What  is  the  law  to  be  ? — I  think  the  necessity 
should  be  proved.  There  would  be  agitations  got  up, 
and  it  would  be  proved  whether  there  was  a  market 
required  or  not. 

1617.  But  a  mere  agitation  cannot  decide  a  thing; 
who  is  to  be  the  person  to  decide  ? — It  wants  a  very 
great  deal  of  study  to  know  who  is  the  man  to  know 
whether  a  market  is  wanted. 

1618.  Generally  speaking,  we  are  all  at  liberty  to 
carry  on  what  trades  we  like  and  where  we  like ;  you 
wish  to  pu*^^  a  particular  restriction  upon  the  con- 
struction of  markets  like  your  own.  Who  is  to  say, 
No,  that  new  market  shall  not  be  formed  ? — I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know. 

1619.  (Mr.  Pieton,)  Do  you  not  think  there  is  a 
little  inconsistency  here.  You  say  that  you  have  no 
fear  whatever  of  the  success  of  any  rival  market,  and 
that  they  ail  fail;  then  what  injury  would  be  done  to 
you  by  the  establishment  of  a  rival  market? — ^But 
during  the  time  they  are  failing  it  would  rob  me. 
Take  Columbia  Market ;  it  has  done  me  a  very  great 
deal  of  injury  as  a  poor  man  against  a  millionaire, 
when  they  can  set  up  a  market  there  and  pay  people 
to  go.  They  have  paid  thousands  of  pounds  for 
people  to  go  and  stop  there,  making  up  their  losses, 
and  I  am  injured  for  the  time  being  though  I  know 
it  will  fail  in  the  end. 

1620.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  Has  not  Columbia  Market 
been  a  great  advantage  to  the  neighbourhood  ? — Not 
any.  No  poor  person  has  ever  received  a  farthing 
benefit  for  the  purpose  that  the  Baroness  first  started 
the  market.  She  started  that  market  to  feed  the 
poor  of  Bethnal  Green  with  cheap  vegetables  and  fish. 

1621.  Do  they  not  go  there  ? — The  retail  markets 
form  themselves.  I  was  there  the  first  night  it 
opened.  They  tried  it  as  a  retail  market.  They 
came  to  Spitalfields  (I  was  not  a  market  owner  then) 
and  they  tried  to  induce  growers  to  go  there.  They 
got  a  few,  but  the  growers  found  when  they  got  there 
that  the  goods  perished ;  there  were  no  people  to  buy 
the  stuff*.  There  is  no  market  near  by,  except  the 
Great  Eastern  Market.  Columbia  Market  has  been 
three  or  four  years  trying  to  succeed  partly  at  my 
expense.  They  sent  down  and  got  my  tenants  to  go 
there  and  offered  them  places  for  nothing,  and  they 
were  paid  to  stop  there.  Of  course  that  injured  me 
considerably  for  the  time  being. 

1622.  Still  I  should  have  thought  that  it  might 
have  been  a  great  benefit  to  the  poorer  classes, 
although  it  might  have  been  a  great  loss  to  Lady 
Burdett  Coutts? — It  was  a  great  loss  to  Lady 
Burdett  Coutts,  but  the  poor  never  received  a  farthing 
benefit. 

1623.  Did  they  not  get  their  things  cheaper  there 
than  at  the  retail  shops? — Not  a  farthing  cheaper, 
because  the  costermonger  with  his  barrow  would 
undersell  them.     The  retail  business  did  not  last. 

1624.  {Mr.  HaruDood.)  These  poor  people  are  fed 
generally  by  the  costermonger  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

1625.  And  only  when  he  can  sell  to  them  under 
the  real  value  ? — ^That  is  so.  The  poor  of  Bethnal 
Green  never  got  a  bit  of  the  fish  that  was  sold  at 
Columbia  Market,  it  was  bought  and  taken  away  to 
pillingsgate  by  middlemen.  The  only  people  that 
ever  received  any  benefit  from  Columbia  Market  were 
the  middlemen,  the  salesmen,  that  do  not  want 
charity ;  but,  of  course,  if  you  offer  a  man  a  hundred 
pounds  he  is  willing  to  take  it.  It  has  never  benefited 
one  poor  person,  but  it  has  benefited  the  middlemen. 
A  tenant  of  mine  left  Spitalfields  and  went  to  Columbia 
Market,  and  Mr.  Bupiett-Coutts  paid  him  500/.  a 
year,  because  he  told  him  that  he  could  make  the 
market  a  success ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  found  that 
he  could  not  make  it  a  success  the  money  stopped, 
and  the  man  has  now  come  to  Spitalfields  again  ;  and 
they  nearly  all  come  back  to  Spitalfields  again. 

1626.  {Mr.  Little.)  In  reply  to  Question  No.  23, 
it  is  stated  that  market  owners  should  be  at  liberty 
to  close  the  markets  at  night,  are  you  not  allowed  to 
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close  at  night  ? — No,  and  that  is  very  much  against 
us.  The  stall  keepers  get  so  many  things  stolen  at 
night.  There  are  four  small  streets  belonging  to  the 
local  authority,  and  what  I  applied  for  was  to  have 
gates  to  shut  the  market  up  at  night,  and  they 
refused. 


1627.  That  is  a  difficulty  arising  from  the  situation 
of  this  particular  market  ? — Tes. 

1628.  {Mr.  Harwood,)  That  does  not  apply  to  all 
markets  ? — No. 

1629.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Manchester  Market 
is  closed  at  night  ? — Many  markets  are. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  J.  Alien 

and 

Mr.  T. 

Matthewi, 


Mr.  James  Allen  and  Mr.  Thomas  Matthews  examined. 


1630.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Allen.)  I  under? taud 
that  you  are  a  farmer  and  market  gardener  at 
Dartford  in  Kent  ? — I  am. 

1631.  You  farm  chiefly  for  market  garden 
purposes  ? — Yes. 

1632.  Where  do  yon  sell  your  produce  ? — ^The 
principal  part  of  it  at  Spitalfields,  and  the  remainder 
at  Farringdon. 

1633.  Will  you  tell  us  what  you  pay  as  a  charge 
at  the  Spitalfields  Market  ?— 52/.  a  year. 

1634.  Is  that  a  sum  agreed  upon  in  lieu  of  all 
other  charges  ? — Yes ;  I  do  not  pay  any  toll  or  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  It  wa^  an  arrangement  made  when 
I  first  went  into  the  market. 

1636.  You  pay  1/.  a  week  all  the  year  round? — 


1636.  And  I  daresay  yon  can  confirm  what  we 
have  been  told,  that  in  former  years  the  Spitalfields 
Market  was  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
business  ? — ^No,  it  was  not  decent  for  any  business  to 
be  transacted  at  all  ;  it  was  a  dreadful  place. 

1637.  But  of  late  years  it  has  been  re-constructed, 
has  it  not  ? — It  has  been  very  much  improved  indeed. 

1638.  Are  you,  and  are  the  growers  generally, 
satisfied  with  the  market  as  it  is? — i  am  perfectly 
satisfied.  I  think  it  will  be  the  best  market  in 
London,  when  it  is  thoroughly  completed,  and  will 
afiord  the  best  accommodation. 

1639.  Is  there  protection  from  the  weather  ? — 
Yes. 

1640.  Is  there  sufficient  space  ? — Plenty. 

1641.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  opportunity  and 
convenience  for  the  buyers  and  sellers  to  meet? — 
Yes. 

16-12.  Do  you  sell  as  a  grower  yourself  or  by 
salesmen  ? — I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  selling  myself 
till  within  the  last  two  years,  but  my  son  does  that 
now. 

1643.  And  you  sell,  I  presume^  not  so  much  to  the 
consumer  as  to  the  shopkeeper,  the  greengrocer  ? — 
We  sell  to  all.  Consumers  come  to  the  market  as 
well  as  the  shopkeepers. 

1644.  And  do  the  consumers  buy  in  small 
quantities  ? — Yes. 

1645.  We.  have  heard  it  said  that  at  a  market 
prices  can  be  artificially  kept  up  in  the  intere^  of 
the  gardener,  or  dealer,  or  salesman.  I  believe  you 
are  prepared  to  contradict  that  ? — I  am  quite  prepared 
to  contradict  it.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  for 
anything  of  the  sort  to  be  done. 

1646.  I  suppose  prices  vary  very  much? — ^Very 
much  indeed. 

1647.  And  inasmuch  as  the  goods  which  you  bring 
to  market  are  perishable  you  cannot  take  them  home 
again,  and  they  must  be  sold  ? — They  must  be  sold. 

1648.  Therefore,  I  suppose,  that  when  the  demand 
is  not  very  keen  there  is  great  competition  among 
the  sellers  ? — Yes. 

1649.  It  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  we  understand 
that  you  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  toll,  whatever  it 
may  be,  is  paid  by  the  seller  and  not  by  the  buyer  ? — 
Certainly.  We  should  not  make  one  halfpenny  more 
or  one  halfpenny  less. 

1650.  Supposing  that  that  1/.  per  week  which  you 
now  pay  were  taken  off  altogether,  would  you  not 
sell  any  cheaper  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

165 1 .  Is  it  a  fact  that  at  times  the  prices  are  so 
low  that  they  do  not  pay  the  cost  of  carrying  the 
produce  ? — i  es,  I  have  brushed  acres  and  acres  of 
cabbages  and  savoys  into  the  ground  and  ploughed 


them  in,  because  they  were  not  worth  the  cost  of 
taking  to  London,  and  would  not  pay  the  expenses. 

1652.  And  of  course  there  is  no  large  demand  for 
them  on  the  spot  ?  -No. 

1653.  Do  we  correctly  understand  that  even  if  the 
prices  which  rule  in  the  market  are  very  low,  you  are 
always  sure  to  be  able  to  sell,  because  the  coster- 
mongers  will  take  what  yoa  bring  ? — As  a  rule.  I 
have  known  times  when  you  could  not  possibly  turn 
them  into  money,  but  that  is  not  so  to  any  great 
extent,  because  of  course  people  would  not  send  them 
there. 

1654.  The  costermongers  are  always  tl^Bre,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  nothing  like  so  many 
costermongers  as  we  had  30  years  ago.  They  have 
been  interfered  with  so  in  the  city  sdling  fruit,  and 
in  the  district  round,  that  I  should  not  think  there  is 
more  than  one  in  ten  of  the  costermongers  that  we 
hafl  30  years  ago. 

1655.  Do  you  ascribe  that  to  their  having  been 
prevented  from  carrying  on  their  business  ? — That  is 
my  opinion. 

1656.  And  not  to  the  competition  of  the  shops  ?  — 
No.  The  police  interfere  with  their  standing  and 
selling  in  the  streets. 

1657.  Pix)bably  you  are  not  able  to  say  what 
propoi'tion  of  the  whole  produce  is  taken  off  by 
costermongers  ?  —  No,  I  could  not ;  that  would  be 
uncertain.  If  the  things  are  dear  the  costermongers 
are  not  purchasers ;  when  they  are  plentiful  then  they 
buy  largely,  and  take  them,  not  only  into  this  big 
city,  but  into  the  country  as  well. 

1658.  How  do  they  dispose  of  what  they  buy,  are 
there  what  are  called  street  markets  ? — They  are  not 
exactly  street  markets,  but  they  hawk  the  streets. 
There  is  a  market  in  Whitecross  Street,  and  an 
immense  deal  of  business  is  done  there. 

1659.  That  I  suppose  is  only  a  place  where  the 
costermongers  are  in  the  habit  of  congregating  and 
where  they  sell  their  goods  ?  —  Yes. 

1660.  We  have  often  had  the  question  put  to  us, 
whether  it  would  be  advantageous  to  increase  the 
number  of  markets  in  London  ;  do  you  think  it  would 
be  a  gain  or  not  if  there  were  several  more  markets 
opened  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  decided  loss.  I  think 
it  would  spoil  the  whole  of  them. 

1661.  Will  you  tell  us  why  ? — ^Because  there  must 
be  a  large  quantity  to  induce  the  large  buyers  to  go 
to  the  maricets  ;  just  as  if  a  lady  is  going  to  buy  a 
dress  she  will  go  to  a  large  shop  where  there  is  plenty 
of  choice.  If  there  is  a  small  market  there  will  be  a 
small  choice,  and  if  there  is  a  short  supply  the  things 
will  be  very  dear.  Therefore  it  would  be,  to  my 
mind,  a  great  injury  not  only  to  sellers  but  to  the 
public  at  large,  because  they  would  not  get  supplied 
with  vegetables  and  fruit  at  so  even  a  price  as  they  do 
now. 

1662.  You  put  it  in  this  way :  that  if  there  were 
four  or  five  markets  there  would  be  more  risk  of 
excessive  produce  at  one  time  and  deficiency  at 
another,  than  there  is  where  it  all  comes  to  one  place  ? 
—  Certainly.  I  think  we  have  proof  enough  of 
that  at  Farringdon  Market.  I  have  been  attending 
Fan'ingdon  Market  for  nearly  50  years,  and  it  has 
dwindled  down  to  nothing,  because  a  sufficient  supply 
does  not  go  there  to  induce  the  customers  to  go  and 
buy. 

1663.  Do  you  find  that  a  large  number  of  people 
buy  on  their  own  account  not  to  sell  again? — Yes, 
we  find  that  a  good  many  do  so. 
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1664.  I  think  you  have  stated  that,  in  your  belief, 
a  market  cannot  be  created  by  Act  of  Parliament,  but 
that  it  must  grow  up  of  itself?  —  Yes,  that  is  my 
opinion. 

1665.  We  have  had  some  references  made  to 
Columbia  Market.  I  apprehend  that  great  expense 
has  been  incurred  and  the  space  in  the  market  is  let 
at  very  low  prices  ? — ^Yes,  I  was  offered  a  stand  there 
for  three  years  to  pay  nothing,  and  I  preferred  going 
to  Spitalfields  Market  and  paying  1/.  a  week.  It  would 
be  no  use  my  taking  my  goods  to  Columbia  l^Tarket, 
because  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  I  can  sell  them 
there.  Very  little  business  is  done  at  Columbia 
Market  until  the  market  at  Spitalfields  is  finished. 

1666.  In  short,  people  have  got  into  the  habit  of 
going  to  Spitalfields  and  they  will  not  go  to  (v  new 
place  ? — They  have  plenty  of  choice  when  they  get 
there.  If  they  go  to  Columbia  Market  there  is  not 
a  great  choice ;  and  when  they  get  afterwards  to 
Spitalfields  Market  a  great  many  of  the  goods  would 
be  gone. 

1667.  {Mr,  Maclean,)  I  suppose  the  bulk  of  your 
sale  is  to  greengrocers  and  not  to  the  consumers  ? — 
Yes,  the  bulk  is  to  the  retail  greengrocers  and  the 
donkeymen. 

1668.  By  the  donkeymen  you  mean  the  coster- 
mongers  ? — ^Yes. 

1669.  I  suppose  they  generally  purchase  what  I 
may  call  the  residuum  ? — ^They  purchase  a  good  deal, 
as  a  rule  that  is  not  the  residuum.  Some  of  them  are 
very  good  customers,  regular  customers. 

1670.  Do  they  not  generally  buy  after,  what  I  may 
call  the  general  sale  \&  over  ? — A  great  many  come 
out  and  wait  to  see  what  will  come  cheap. 

1671.  Of  course  their  object  is  to  buy  as  cheaply  as 
possible? — ^Yes,  and  they  buy  anything  that  comes 
cheap.  They  have  no  fixed  determination  what  they 
are  going  to  buy,  but  anything  they  think  they  can 
get  something  out  of  they  purchase. 

1672.  You  say  that  the  market  toll  does  not  affect 
the  price  ? — ^No. 

1673.  You  do  not  lay  that  down  as  a  general 
proposition,  do  you  ? — Yes. 

1674.  Let  me  put  this  to  you:  supposing  that 
instead  of  paying  52/.  per  annum  you  paid  250/.  what 
would  be  the  result  ? — I  should  not  make  a  farthing 
on  my  goods.  How  could  I  ?  They  would  not  ask 
me  what  I  paid  in  the  shape  of  tolls. 

1675.  But  supposing  that  all  the  sellers  in  that 
market  were  charged  in  the  same  way,  would  not 
that  send  up  the  price  of  the  goods  to  the  consumer  ? 
—No,  the  supply  and  demand  regulate  the  price. 
The  toll  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  price. 

1676.  (Sir  ThonMs  Martineau.)  Then  would  not 
the  effect  be  this :  that  supposing  you  were  charged 
250/.,  or  we  will  say  1,000/.,  you  would  decline  to  go 
on  sending  to  that  market? — ^There  is  no  question 
about  that,  because  if  i  was  very  heavily  taxed  I 
should  not  be  able  to  go  on. 

1677.  So  that  it  would  tell,  not  in  the  price  that 
was  obtained  from  the  consumer,  but  in  whether  it 
paid  you  to  be  there  or  not  ? — Yes  ;  if  I  could  not 
afford  to  do  it,  I  must  stop  away. 

1678.  Did  you  ever  send  to  Columbia  Market  ? — 
No,  I  went  and  looked  at  it,  and  that  was  sufficient 
for  me. 

1679.  Do  you  send  to  Covent  Garden? — No;  I 
have  gone  there  many  a  time  to  purchase. 

1680.  Supposing  that  there  were  a  large  number 
of  other  markets,  you  would  be  able  in  case  the  tolh 
were  put  up  too  lugh  at  one  place,  to  go  to  another, 
would  you  not  ? — ^xes,  but  I  do  not  think  that  that 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  person  that  had  the 
market. 

1681.  But  the  public  would  get  the  benefit  of  it, 
would  they  not  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  cannot  see 
at  all  that  the  tolls  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
price,  because,  according  to  the  quantity  that  thei6 
is  in  the  market,  the  supply  and  demand  regulate  the 
price.  One  day  you  will  have  things  very  dear, 
because  there  is  a  short  supply ;  the  next  day  there 


will  be  a  large  supply,  and    things  will  be  very    Mr.J.Atten 
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1 082.  Do  the  prices  vary  during  the  day  ? — I  have      MaithewM, 
had  to  alter  the  price  three  or  four  times  during  tho  _^ 
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1683.  And  where  you  have  a  residuum  at  the  ena      — ....i... 
of  the  day  you  have  to  sell  it  for  what  price  you  can 

get  ?— Yes. 

1684.  Is  there  any  difficulty  as  to  dropping  the 
prices,  or  ascertaining  what  the  public  will  give  for 
articles  during  the  day  ? — No,  there  is  not  any  diffi- 
culty about  it,  because  when  we  find  that  we  cannot 
get  on  fast  enough  selling  at  the  price  we  have 
started  at,  we  have  to  lower  the  price,  and  then 
sometimes  we  lower  it  again. 

1685.  There  is  no  sale  by  auction,  we  have  heard, 
at  Spitalfields  Market?— No. 

1686.  Would  it  be  any  advantage  to  you  to  have 
a  sale  by  auction  in  the  afternoon  ? — I  do  not  think 
so.     I  like  to  sell  my  things  and  go  home. 

1687.  And  you  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in 
selliug  them  by  the  proceasyou  mentioned  of  dropping 
the  price  ? — No. 

1688.  {Mr,  Little.)  Wliat  accommodation  does 
your  52/.  a  year  cover  ? — We  sometimes  have  some- 
thing like  20  horses  there  in  a  day. 

1689.  And  you  have  standing  room  for  waggons; 
have  you  any  stall  provided  ? — Yes,  we  have  room 
to  pitch  the  fruit  and  those  sort  of  things,  ai  well  as 
standing  room  for  the  waggons. 

1690.  Have  you  any  office  ? — No,  we  do  not  have 
an  office  ;  we  have  a  desk. 

1691.  And  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  cleaning, 
the  market  owner  cleans  the  place  up? — ^Yes;  no 
matter  what  litter  we  make  thei-e  it  is  cleared  up 
ready  for  us  the  next  day. 

1692.  {Sir  James  Corry,)  Do  you  say  that  you 
sell  to  consumers  to  any  extent  ? — Yes,  the  eating- 
house  people  come  and  buy  their  own,  and  others 
as  well. 

1693.  You  have  no  compleint  to  make  about  the 
want  of  accommodation  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

1694.  You  say  that  you  still  go  to  Farringdon 
Market  and  that  the  business  there  is  decreasing  ? — 
There  is  not  a  good  Farringdon  Market.  I  know  the 
time  when  it  was  one  of  the  best  markets  in  London, 
but  that  was  a  small  market.  Consequently,  people 
came  to  Farringdon  Market  and  could  not  depend 
upon  getting  what  they  wanted,  and  the  market  has 
gradufdly  dwindled  away. 

1695.  But  still  you  continue  to  go  there  because  of 
your  old  customers,  I  suppose  ? — I  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  going  there  pretty  nearly  50  years,  and  I  do 
not  like  to  leave  it ;  but  I  believe  that  they  are  going 
to  shift  the  market  to  what  should  be  a  fish  market, 
and  then  I  shall  certainly  leave  it,  because  there  will 
be  less  accommodation  then  than  there  is  now. 

1696.  {Mr,  Picton,)  Is  Farringdon  Market  more 
expensive  to  you  than  Spitalfields? — ^Yes.  I  pay 
more  rent  at  Farringdon  Market  and  get  less  accom- 
modation, and  I  can  sell  as  many  goods  at  Spitalfields 
on  a  Saturday  as  I  could  in  Farringdon  Market  in  a 
fortnight. 

1697.  Is  the  reason  that  Farringdon  Market  is  not 
80  conveniently  situated  for  those  who  buy  at  such  a 
market  ? — That  is  it.  A  man  comes  to  Farringdon 
Market  and  he  has  to  go  to  Spitalfields,  or  else  to 
Covent  Garden,  to  make  up  the  little  deficiencies  that 
he  cannot  get  at  Farringdon  Market. 

1698.  Is  Farringdon  Market  partly  a  retail  market  ? 
— It  is  just  the  sa*fle  as  Spitalfields,  partly  wholesale 
and  partly  relail. 

1699.  Have  you  noticed  that  the  retail  business  in 
Spitalfields  Market  has  been  diminishing? — ^I  liave 
not  more  than  I  have  noticed  that  the  whole  of  the 
trade  is  diminishing,  because  the  people  have  not 
the  money  to  buy  the  articles. 

1700.  But  as  compared  with  the  wholesale  business, 
is  the  retail  business  diminishing? — ^No,  I  do  not 
think  so.  There  has  always  been  a  good  retail 
business  at  Spitalfields,  and  there  is  now. 
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1701.  It  is  no  less  than  it  always  has  been? — 
No. 

1702.  With  regard  to  the  effect  of  tolls  upon  the 
prices,  of  course,  what  you  say  is  quite  true  that  the 
law  of  supply  and  demand  must  to  a  very  large 
extent  determine  the  price ;  but  supposing  that  all 
the  potato  sellers  in  London  suddenly  had  50/.  a  year 
added  to  their  rent,  would  that  make  no  difference 
to  the  price  of  potatoes  ? — Not  a  bit. 

1703.  The  expense  of  carrying  out  a  business 
makes  some  difference,  does  it  not  ? — I  do  not  see 
how  it  possibly  could,  because  the  supply  and  demand 
would  regulate  the  price. 

1704.  {Chairman  to  Mr,  Matthews.)  You  are 
a  market  gardener  also,  I  understand  ? — I  am. 

1705.  And  you  carry  on  business  at  East  Ham 
and  Barking  ? — Yes. 

1706.  For  how  many  years  have  you  grown 
vegetables  for  the  London  markets  ? — Over  50  years. 

1707.  Where  do  you  send  the  vegetables  that  you 
grow  ? — The  majority  of  them  to  Spitalfields. 

1708.  What  tolls  do  you  pay? — I  pay  2s.  per 
waggon  and  1*.  6d.  per  cart  for  stand  room,  and 
about  5/.  a  year  for  waggon  stands  besides. 

1709.  Have  you  calculated  at  all  what  that  comes 
to  in  the  year  ? — ^Very  little  indeed.  I  send  12 
waggons  a  week.  It  would  not  come  to  above  70/. 
or  80/.  a  year  altogether. 

1710.  Can  you  confirm  what  Mr.  Allen  has  told 
us  about  the  present  state  of  the  market? — I  can 
corroboi-ate  Mr.  Allen  that  the  market  when  complete 
will  be  the  most  efficient  market  of  its  kind  in  the 
metropolis ;  in  fact,  there  is  four  times  the  accom- 
modation now  that  there  was  in  1860,  and  six  times 
as  much  as  there  was  prior  to  that  time.  In  1858 
the  market  was  enlarged,  and  now  all  the  shanties 
and  all  those  tumbledown  old  rookeries,  which  were  a 
standing  disgrace  to  the  place,  have  been  removed, 
and  it  is  made  a  most  efficient  market,  having  both 
ingress  and  egress  at  any  time  that  you  like  to  go. 
Formerly  we  were  obliged  to  be  there  in  the  summer 
as  early  as  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  the 
market  used  to  begin  at  three  o'clock.  In  fact,  might 
was  right.  Those  who  had  got  the  waggons  in  were 
all  very  well ;  but  those  who  could  not  get  them  in 
had  to  take  their  chance.  Now  you  can  get  in  at 
any  time,  and  the  buyer  can  bring  his  carts  and  unload 
the  goods  off  the  seller's  waggons  into  his  cart. 

1711.  Are  you  prepared  to  confirm  what  Mr.  Allen 
told  us  about  the  toll  not  affecting  the  price  ? — It 
does  not  make  the  slightest  difference.  The  object  of 
paying  the  toll  is  to  secure  a  place  always  so  that  the 
buyers  may  know  where  you  are  situated ;  otherwise, 
at  one  time  you  might  be  in  the  north  and  at  another 
time  in  the  east  or  west  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
market,  and  it  would  be  first  come  first  served. 

1712.  Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Allen  as  to  the  prices 
occasionally  being  so  low  that  vegetables  have  been 
destroyed  because  they  were  not  worth  selling  ? — In 
the  year  1886  I  ploughed  in  60  or  70  aci-es  dP  vege- 
tables because  they  were  unsaleable,  and,  in  fact,  they 
would  not  defray  the  expenses  of  collecting  them  for 
the  market.  I  have  often  done  so.  Going  further 
back  still,  in  the  year  1859,  we  had  hundreds  of  acres 
of  produce  all  destroyed  because  it  was  unsaleable. 
In  the  year  1860  they  were  just  as  dear  as  they  had 
been  cheap  before.  Often  articles  Fold  at  three  or 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  6s.  would  be  sold  at 
the  latter  part  of  the  day  as  low  as  2*.,  and  it  is  only 
persons  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  early  market 
who  would  reap  the  benefit. 

1713.  Do  you  agree  as  to  the  utility  of  the  coster- 
mongers  in  clearing  off  what  is  not  sold  ? — They  are 
the  best  customers  we  have.  The  better  the  article 
the  more  money  they  will  give.  What  we  want  to 
give  the  public  the  benefit  of  is  more  street  markets 
in  the  metropolis.  It  is  for  the  want  of  these  street 
markets  that  they  have  to  pay  so  dear  for  the 
vegetables  that  they  purchase.     The  greengrocer  will 

M)nly  buy  from  day   to   day   what  he   wants.     If  a 
costermonger  could  expose  his  goods  for  sale  in  the 


public  streets  the  public  would  h»ve  the  benefit  of  the 
lower  price. 

1714.  But  I  do  not  understand  why  it  should  pay 
the  costermonger  to  buy  very  cheaply  all  he  can  get, 
whereas  you  say  it  only  pays  the  shopkeeper  to  buy  a 
small  quantity  and  sell  at  a  comparatively  high  price  ? 
— It  is  nothing  unusual  for  a  shopkeeper  to  chaise 
150  per  cent,  on  the  article  which  he  buys.  The 
costermonger  is  satisfied  with  a  very  small  profit.  If 
the  costermonger  was  more  encouraged  it  would  be 
better  for  the  public,  and  better  for  the  hardworking 
class  of  the  people. 

1715.  Do  you  say  what  Mr.  Allen  said,  that  there 
would  be  no  advantage  in  multiplying  the  markets  ?•— 
1  do  not  w<int  any  more  principal  markets.  Yon 
want  to  have  the  Borough  market  enlarged,  and  you 
want  to  do  away  with  Covent  Garden,  and  establisli 
another  market  northward  instead,  more  towards 
Maiden  Lane.  Govent  Garden  Market  is  a  nuisance, 
because  I  have  often  had  waggons  standing  at  Covent 
Garden  Market  as  long  as  two  hours  before  they 
could  get  in. 

1716.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  Do  you  mean  that  Covent 
Garden  Market  is  in  the  wrong  place  for  a  market? — 
It  is  in  the  wrong  place  because  you  bring  the  goods 
jnto  the  market,  and  you  have  to  take  them  out  after- 
wards ;  and  not  only  that,  but  it  is  not  sufficiently 
large  for  the  requirements. 

1717.  Of  course,  in  estimating  the  price  at  which 
you  can  sell  your  goods,  you  take  into  account  the 
outlay  ? — They  never  do  that.  In  fact,  at  present  we 
have  plenty  of  goods,  acres  and  acres  of  produce  that 
cost  us  20/.  an  acre,  that  we -should  be  very  glad  to  sell 
for  14/.  or  15/. 

1718.  Then  it  is  not  a  very  profitable  business  ? — 
No,  it  is  not  at  times,  but  the  boot  may  be  on  the " 
other  foot  at  other  times.  I  have  often  sold  goods  on 
a  Thursday  for  10*.  and  on  the  Saturday  I  have  sold 
them  for  40«.;  and  I  have  had  potatoes  sold  on  {Saturday 
at  12/.  a  ton,  and  the  following  Saturday  at  4/.    ' 

1719.  I  think  you  did  not  quite  understand  my 
question.  In  fixing,  so  far  as  you  personally  can,  you 
and  those  in  the  same  trade  with  you,  the  price  at 
which  you  put  up  the  goods  for  sale,  you  take  into 
account,  do  you  not,  the  outlay  ? — Not  at  all.  If  I 
take  the  average  of  the  last  20  years  per  acre  of  all 
my  property  that  I  have  under  cultivation  it  fluctuates 
very  little  indeed. 

1720.  How  do  you  fix  what  I  call  the  starting 
price  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  judgment,  entirely.  We 
can  form  an  idea  by  the  morning.  We  are  ruled  by 
the  weather.  In  cold  weather  an  article  is  in  much 
more  demand  than  in  mild  weather.  The  Londoner  is 
ruled  by  ideas.  It  is  not  altogether  demand  and  supply, 
because  A  says  "  That  is  scarce,"  and  B  says  *^  That  is 
"  scarce,"  and  perhaps  they  wiU  give  you  what  you 
ai'e  not  disposed  to  take.  It  is  entirely  a  matter  of 
judgment.  You  can  hardly  form  an  idea  whether 
there  is  a  demand  or  not,  but  you  know  what  it  means 
when  you  have  to  seek  after  salesmen  instead  of  sales- 
men seeking  after  customers. 

1721.  When  you  go  to  the  market,  it  depends,  as 
I  understand,  upon  what  you  get  as  a  starting  price  ? 
— We  can  always  form  an  idea  of  that.  If  this 
morning  an  article  is  worth  2*.,  to-morrow  morning 
there  would  be  double  or  treble  the  quantity  started 
at  Is.  6d.  (Mr.  Allen.)  If  I  might  be  allowed  to  say 
a  word,  it  is  the  supply  and  the  demand  that  regulate 
the  price.  There  is  no  fixed  rule.  We  never  ask 
ourselves  the  question,  whether  it  will  pay  us  to  sell  at 
that  price  or  whether  we  shall  lose  money  by  selling 
at  that  price.  We  have  got  it  there,  and  it  must  be 
sold.  If  there  is  a  scarcity  of  the  article  in  the 
market,  we  have  sufficient  experience  in  attending  the 
market  to  guide  us  as  to  whether  we  can  make  a  good 
price. 

1722.  You  mean  the  accidental  supply  and  demand 
on  any  particular  morning  ? — Yes.  I  sent,  two  years 
ago,  to  Mr.  Pink,  the  large  jam  maker  in  Long  Lane, 
of  whom  I  dare  say  you  have  heard,  1 0  tons  of  plums 
one  morning,  but  when  I  had   delivered  them  and 
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got  my  money  there  was  not  an  halfpenny  for  me.  I 
sent  them  to  him  rather  than  let  them  remain  and 
spoil.  There  were  thousands  of  tons  of  ploms  that 
year  that  did  not  pay  the  expenses  of  coming  to 
London,  but  left  the  sender  in  debt. 

1723.  (Sir  Thomas  Mariineau  to  Mr,  Matthews.) 
In  addition  to  the  tolls  that  you  pay,  you  pay  5/. 
a  year,  you  say  ? — ^Yes,  for  waggon  stands. 

1724.  That,  in  fact,  is  a  kind  of  stallage  ?— It  is  a 
kind  of  stallage,  so  as  to  secure  a  certain  stand  in  the 
market.  Some  years  back,  in  the  very  old  market,  I 
only  paid  1/.  Then,  when  the  alteration  took  place  in 
1858, 1  undertook  to  pay  a  higher  amount,  because 
there  was  better  accommodation ;  and  the  accommo» 
dation  is  now  so  far  superior,  that  I  would  rather  pay 
6L  than  pay  1/.  under  the  old  system. 

1725.  Mr.  Allen  has  told  us  that  he  pays  1/.  a  week 
for  the  whole  thing;  is  there  any  other  system 
prevailing  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it, 

1726.  Have  you  heard  of  any  dissatisfaction  among 
the  tenants  as  to  the  different  arrangements  made  ? — 
I  have  not.  I  formerly  had  a  warehouse  in  the 
market,  and  I  gave  up  the  warehouse  and  I  let  several 
of  my  farms,  so  that  my  business  has  rather  contracted 
compared  with  what  it  was  then  ;  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  I  do  not  go  to  Spitalfields  now  myself ;  I  send 
my  salesman. 

1727.  But  is  it  a  matter  of  individual  bargain 
between  Mr.  Horner  and  each  tenant,  as  to  what  he  is 
to  pay  ? — That  I  am  not  aware  of.  When  Mr.  Homer 
took  this  property  and  made  the  alterations,  he  said  he 
should  require  no  alteration  in  the  toll.  I  said,  ''  If 
*^  you  will  give  me  increased  accommodation  I  will 
*'  give  you  an  increased  toll." 

1728.  The  market  is  open  all  night,  we  have 
heard  ? — It  is  open  all  day  ;  I  do  not  know  about 
night. 

1729.  Mr.  Horner  has  told  us  that  you  cannot 
close  it  at  night  ;  have  you  one  particular  place 
where  you  send  your  waggons  to  ? — Precisely  so,  and 
that  is  the  place  that  I  pay  the  stallage  for. 

1730.  It  is  a  definite  place  ?— It  is. 

1731.  Is  it  the  same  with  all  the  tenants? — It  is 
the  rent  for  a  stand  for  so  many  feet  of  ground,  so 
much  per  month  or  so  much  per  annum,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

1732.  But  it  is  a  definite  place? — Precisely  so. 

1733.  Is  there  no  scramble  for  places? — ^None 
whatever. 

1734.  And  you  can  send  in  your  things  at  any  time 
you  like? — At  any  time  from  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  5  o'clock  in  the  aftomoon. 

1735.  (Mr,  Little.)  Are  the  sales  made  to  some 
extent  by  sample  ? — No. 


1736.  Are  not  large  quantities  of  potatoes  sold  by    Mr.  J.  Aiien 
sample  ? — I  never  seU  by  sample.  m^t 

1737.  Are  they  all  brought  into  the  market? —      Matthews. 

They   are.     I  never  paid  any  toll   for  potatoes.     I  

grow  something  like  120  or  130  acres.     Of  course,    i6  Feb.  1888. 
I  send  to  a  salesman,  and  I  pay  him  so  much  com-      — — — 
mission  for  selling. 

1738.  But  you  only  sell  those  that  are  actually 
sent  in  ? — I  send  to  a  salesman  all  the  vegetables 
I  sell 

1739.  I  was  only  thinking  of  a  large  grower  of 
potatoes  sending  up  a  quantity  and  then  taking  a 
price  for  the  whole  lot? — That  might  be  done  by 
persons  in  Scotland  or  in  Yorkshire,  who  send  a 
small  sample  up  and  ascertain  what  price  they  can 
get  for  a  cargo,  but  it  is  not  generally  done. 

1740.  Do  you  agree  that  it  is  impossible  to  raise 
the  prices? — ^Decidedly.  I  never  knew  the  prices 
raised  in  my  life. 

1741.  Supposing  that  a  man  has  command  of 
20,000  tons  of  potatoes,  could  he  not  raise  the  price  ? 
— There  is  too  much  competition. 

1742.  (Sir  James  Corry,)  I  suppose  you  find  it  a 
gre£^  convenience  having  the  particular  stands,  so 
that  your  customers  know  where  to  come  ? — ^That  is 
the  reason  why  you  pay  for  the  stallage.  They  know  the 
exact  spot  where  to  find  you  when  you  or  your  agent 
get  there  in  the  summer  time  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

1743.  (^Mr.  Picton.)  I  think  you  seem  to  agree 
with  Mr.  Allen  in  this :  that  any  number  of  addi- 
tional markets  may  be  permitted,  provided  that  those 
who  sell  in  the  new  markets  are  obliged  to  buy  their 
goods  in  the  old  markets? — Of  course,  that  would 
make  these  new  markets  retail  markets. 

1744.  That  is  to  say,  they  must  buy  their  goods  in 
the  old  markets  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  case  with 
Finsbury  Market  many  years  back  where  Sir  Sydney 
Waterlow  has  those  large  buildings ;  but  for  many 
years  it  was  a  complete  failure. 

1745.  It  stands,  as  I  said,  that  all  you  care  for  is, 
that  the  monopoly  of  the  old  markets  shall  be 
preserved? — Quite  so.  The  larger  the  markets  the 
more  the  produce,  and  the  buyers  know  when  they 
come  to  a  large  market  that  they  have  a  choice  of 
the  article  and  also  of  the  quality;  and  they  know 
what  the  price  is  likely  to  be.  But  if  you  had  half 
a  dozen  markets,  you  might  have  a  thing  at  1/.  at 
one  market  and  at  5^.  at  another 

1746.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage,  would  it  not, 
to  those  who  could  buy  it  at  5«.  ? — But  the  great 
question  is  to  know  how  to  get  there.  A.11  persons 
cannot  get  to  the  right  place  at  the  same  time. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  Tlmrsday  next  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 
EIGHTH   DAY. 


Thnnday,  23rd  February  1888. 


present: 


The  Right  Hon.  the  EABL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Bight  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childbrs,  M.P. 
Sm  Jambs  Porter  Oorry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


1747.  {Chairman.)  You  are  secretary,  I  think,  to 
the  London  Fish  Trade  Association  ? — Yes.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  convenient  if  I  stated  that,  although  I 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary. 

Mr.  George  Packer  examined. 

have  been  connected  with  the  neighbourhood  in  whidi 
Billingsgate  Market  is  situated  for  the  space  of 
40  years,  I  am  not  a  fish  salesman,  and  that  I  have 


Mr. 

G.  Packer, 

28  Feb.  1888. 
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been  the  secretary  of  the  London  Fish  Trade  Asso- 

ciation  for  a  period  of  less  than  two  years  ;  I  canoot, 

therefore,  say  that  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the 

28  Feb.  1888.  jQinutiffl  of  the  fish  business,  and  I  trust  that  will  be 
borne  in  mind  in  relation  to  the  evidence  which  I 
shall  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  the  Commission. 

1748.  We  understand  from  the  paper  with  which 
you  have  furnished  the  Commission,  that  tlie  London 
Fish  Trade  Association  consists  of  some  70  to  80 
members  ? — That  is  so. 

1749.  And  among  them  are  found  the  principal 
salesmen  and  merchants  of  the  market  ? — Yes. 

1750.  Do  they  include  also  the  retiiil  fishmongers  ? 
— To  a  great  extent. 

1751.  Is  there  a  committee  of  the  association  which 
meets  regularly  ?  — Yes. 

1752.  What  kind  of  business  does  it  transact  ? — It 
takes  cognizance  of  matters  immediately  connected 
vTith  the  fish  trade. 

1753.  Who  is  your  president  r  —  Alderman  Sir 
Reginald  Hanson,  Bart. 

1754.  Is  your  association  favourable,  as  a  body,  to 
the  continuance  of  the  present  markets  authority  ? — 
Yes,  provided  that  the  Corporation  does  its  duty  to 
the  tenants  engaged  in  the  trade — for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  not  for  profit. 

1755.  How  is  the  fish  trade  affected  by  the  action 
of  the  market  authority? — We  consider  that  the 
trade  is  enormously  taxed  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  goods  which  are  dealt  in. 

1756.  What  are  the  present  rentals  and  tolls  ?— 
The  rentals  of  the  shops  range  from  315/.  to  425/.  per 
annum.  'I  he  tolls  on  land-borne  fish  are  2$.  6d.  per 
van,  which  averages  something  like  Is,  per  ton.  On 
water-borne  fish  the  toll  is  upon  the  tonnage  of  the 
vessel,  and  averages  something  like  5d,  per  ton,  and, 
on  lesser  quantities,  about  Id,  per  cwt. 

1767.  When  were  those  rentals  and  tolls  fixed  ? — 
They  were  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Common  Council, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Billingsgate  Market  Act,  1871. 

1758.  Then  they  have  only  been  in  operation  for 
about  16  years  ? — ^That  is  so. 

1759.  Was  the  trade  consulted  previously  to  the 
rentals  and  tolls  being  fixed?— No;  but  upon  the 
amount  of  the  rentals  and  the  tolls  being  made  known 
to  the  tenants  of  the  market  through  the  medium  of  the 
press,  a  petition  protesting  against '  the  same  was 
immediately  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  This  be- 
coming known  lo  the  Markets  Committee,  the  chair- 
man put  himself  in  communication  with  the  trade, 
and  promised  that  if  the  petition  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  withdrawn,  and  the  new  market  should 
prove  a  financial  success,  a  reduction  in  the  proposed 
rentals  and  tolls  should  immediately  be  made.  Upon 
the  faith  of  this  statement,  the  petition  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  was  withdrawn. 

1760.  And  have  the  rentals  and  tolls  been  lowered  ? 

—No. 

1761.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  rentals  of  an 
earlier  date  ?— In  1850,  they  were  from  Id.  to  3(/.  per 
toot,  per  week.  I  should  say,  that  now  they  would 
be  at  least  four  times  as  much. 

1762.  They  have  increased  four-fold? — Yes. 

1763.  What  is  the  avenge  rental  per  superficial 
foot  per  week  in  the  Billingsgate  Market  ?— About 
S^d.y  or  thereabouts. 

1764.  What  is  the  average  rental  per  superficial 
foot  per  week  in  Leadenhall  Market  ? — About  3d,  to 

4d. 

1765.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  trade  m  general 
upon  the  charges  made  by  the  Corporation  ? — The 
trade  think  that  the  charges  are  excessive,  and  that 
they  demand  immediate  attention  with  a  view  to  a 
considerable  reduction  being  made. 

J  766.  Do  they  consider  that  any  improvement 
could  be  effected  with  regard  to  the  existing  rights 
held  by  the  Corporation  ? — They  are  of  opinion,  that 
in  the  interests  of  the  public,  the  existing  rights  of 
the  Corporation  should  be  maintained ;  but  they  pro- 


test against  the  present  system  of  dealing  with  the 
surplus  revenues  of  the  market. 

1767.  May  we  take  it  tliat  they  think  that  ihere 
ought  to  be  no  surplus  revenues,  except  such  as  go 
to  pay  for  expenses  incurred  in  time  past  ? — They 
think  so.  There  is  a  general  feeling  that  the  surplus 
revenues  should  go  towards  improving  the  markets, 
either  in  increasing  the  area  of  it  or  otherwise. 

1768.  Have  the  fishermen  or  the  public  any  re- 
cognised rights  in  connexion  with  the  market  ? — The 
fishermen  can,  if  they  please,  sell  their  own  fish ;  and 
the  public  of  course,  have  the  right  of  access  to  the 
market  during  market  hours,  which  are  irom  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  three  o'clock  in  tiie 
afternoon. 

1769.  You  say  that  the  fishermen  can,  if  he  pleases, 
sell  his  own  fish ;  is  it  not  the  practice  for  him  to  do 
so  ?-^No  ;  he  generally  consigns  it  to  a  fish  salesman 
in  the  market. 

1770.  Are  yon  aware  whether  there  is  any  wish  on 
the  part  of  the  fishermen  to  do  that  work  for  them- 
selves, instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  salesmen  ? — If  there 
should  be,  there  would  bo  an  opportunity  afforded 
them  for  doing  so. 

1771.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  show 
any  desire  of  doing  it? — ^I  think  not.  Their  con- 
signments are  generally  to  the  recognised  salesmen  of 
the  market.* 

1772.  Is  toll  ever  charged  twice  over  on  the  same 
goods? — Wet  fish  pay  toll,  and,  if  they  are  taken 
from  the  market  to  be  cured  and  brought  back  again, 
a  second  toll  is  demanded  and  paid.  In  the  case  I 
mean,  of  haddocks  more  especially,  they  may  be  sold 
in  the  market  as  wet  fish,  taken  away,  and  brought 
back  again  to  the  market  as  cured  haddocks,  and  in 
such  a  case  the  toll  would  be  re-demanded. 

1773.  Would  it  be  possible,  in  your  opinion,  to  put 
an  end  to  that  charge  without  opening  the  door  to  a 
good  deal  of  fraud  ? — I  fear  not. 

1774.  Is  toll  levied  upon  fish  sold  from  vehicles  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  market  ? — Toll  is  charged 
upon  all  fish  consigned  to  the  market^  whether  sold 
in  it  or  from  vehicles  in  the  streets. 

1775.  Is  toll  levied  upon  fish  if  sold  in  the  shops 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  market? — No  toll  is  then 
charged. 

1776  When  you  speak  of  the  vicinity  of  the 
market,  what  do  you  mean  by  that ;  what  constitutes 
vicinity? — Lower  ITiames  Street  especially,  taking 
its  length  from  London  Bridge,  we  will  say,  to  Tower 
Hill  and  the  streets  abutting  up«n  Lower  Thames 
Street,  such,  for  instance,  as  Fish  Street  Hill,  Botolpb 
Lane,  and  one  or  two  otlier  places ;  but  especially,  I 
might  say,  with  regard  to  the  new  street,  Arthur 
Street  Extension.  That  will  be  considered  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  market,  and  is  very  largely  used  by 
persons  doing  business  in  the  market. 

1777.  Has  any  difficulty  ever  arisen  as  to  defining 
the  limits  of  the  market  ? — Yes,  there  has  been  such 
a  difficulty,  but  it  was  recently  settled  in  an  appeal 
case,  that  the  streets  abutting  upon  the  market  did 
not  form  a  portion  of  the  market,  and  therefore  tolls 
could  not  be  claimed  in  those  streets. 

1778.  May  we  take  it  that  the  limits  are  now  GxmI 
for  practical  purposes  ? — I  think  so. 

1779.  And  no  further  difficulty  of  the  kind  is 
therefore  likely  to  occur  ? — ^I  should  say  not. 

1780.  How  ai-e  the  tolls  collected  and  paid  ? — They 
are  collected  daily  by  the  clerk  and  superintendent  of 
the  market. 

1781.  You  have  already  told  us  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  trade,  they  are  excessive  in  amount  ? — Yes. 
Having  I'egard  to  the  accommodation  provided  for  the 
tenants  by  the  Corporation  for  the  disposal  of  their 
consignments,  they  would  be  considered  very  ex- 
cessive. 

*  The  witness  subsequently  added  that  he  must  make  an 
exception,  however,  to,  perhaps,  three-fourths  of  the  trawl  fish 
brouglit  to  Billingsgate  Market  by  some  80  steam  cutters,  which 
are  sold  by  public  auction  by  the  fishermen's  own  servanti. 
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1782.  What  accommodation  does  the  Corporation 
provide  for  the  tenants  in  return  for  the  rents  wliich 
they  pay  ? — The  stallage  tenants  have  their  standing 
room  with  the  use  of  gas  and  water. 

1783.  {Mr.  Little.)  Are  no  counters  or  stalls  pro- 
vided for  them  ? — 1  am  not  sure  whether  there  is  not 

"a  hoarding  Said  for  them  to  stand  on,  I  rather  think 
there  is  ;  and  there  is  a  hoard  of  some  kind  just  to 
expose,  it  may  he,  samples  of  fish  upon. 

1784.  {Chairman,)  What  is  the  general  value  of 
the  fish  sold  in  the  market  ? — ^The  common  kinds  of 
fish  range  from  6/.  to  10/.  per  ton,  and  the  common 
kinds  of  fish  would  he  somewhere  about  seven-eighths 
of  the  whole  quantity  that  is  consigned  to  the  market. 

1785.  I  presume  we  may  take  it  from  what  you 
have  told  us,  that  there  are  considerable  profits  arising 
out  of  these  rentals  and  toUs? — \es,  there  is  an  in- 
creasing profit. 

1786.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  it  ? — I  think  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years  the  average  would  be  about 
6,000/.  or  7,000/.  a  year.  If  I  said  6,000/.,  I  should 
be  within  the  mark,  and  I  am  incliued  to  suppose  that 
this  amount  will  go  on  increasing,  as  the  heavy  ex- 
penses for  dredging,  for  pontoons^  and  other  improve- 
ments lately  incurred  are  all  deducted  before  arriving 
at  the  actual  annual  profit,  and  are  not  likely  to  recur. 

17R7.  Have  the  tenants  any  complaint  to  make 
with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  profits? — They 
have.  The  tenants  of  the  market  are  of  opinion  that 
such  profits  should  be  devoted  to  the  paying  off  of 
moneys  that  have  been  raised  on  the  credit  of  the 
market,  as  provided  by  the  Billingsgate  Market  Act, 
1871)  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  deficits  of 
other  markets. 

1788.  But  do  you  say  that  it  is  expressly  prohibited 
in  the  Act  which  you  quote,  that  the  money  shall  be 
applied  in  this  way  ? — I  cannot  say  that. 

1789.  I  do  not  understand  you  to  allege  that  the 
Corporation  are  acting  illegally  in  the  matter  P — I  do 
not  say  that. 

1790.  But  you  consider  that  each  market  should  be 
independent  of  the  others,  and  that  the  profits  of  the 
one  should  not  be  used  to  cover  the  deficits  of  tbe 
others  ? — That  is  exactly  what  I  mean. 

1791.  {Mr.  Childers.)  I  think  one  of  your  former 
answers  was  to  the  efiect  that  the  trade  would  wish 
the  privileges  which  the  Corporation  at  present 
possess  in  relation  to  Billingsgate  Market  to  continue  ; 
how  would  you  define  those  privileges  ? — The  trade 
think  they  are  safer,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Corporation  than  they  would  be  if 
the  market  was  managed  by  a  company  or  by  an 
individual. 

1792.  The  Corporation  have  certain  rights,  have 
they  not,  under  which  they  can  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  markets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Billingsgate  ? 
—Yes. 

1793.  Do  you  wish  those  privileges  or  those  rights 
to  continue  ? — Yes. 

1794.  You  desire  the  monopoly,  only  you  wish  that 
some  restraint  should  exist  upon  the  power  of  estab- 
lishing charges  under  that  monopoly  ? — ^I  think  that 
is  so. 

1795.  That  is  a  totally  different  question  from 
whether  Billingsgate  should  be  managed  by  the 
Corporation  or  by  a  company.  Can  you  give  me  the 
reason  why  you  think  the  Corporation  should  have 
these  monopoly  rights? — Because,  as  1  have  just 
observed,  the  trade  feel  that  they  would  be  safer  in 
the  hands  of  the  Corporation,  that  the  Corporation,  in 
fact,  would  deal  more  liberally  with  the  trade  than 
would  be  the  case  if  a  company  or  a  private  individual 
had  power  over  the  markets. 

1 796.  That  is  a  very  good  reason  for  the  Corpora- 
tion having  the  management  of  the  market,  but  is  it  a 
good  reason  why  the  Corporation  should  have  a 
monopoly,  and  why  nobody  else  should  be  allowed  to 
establish  markets  if  they  wished  ? — The  Corporation 
deal  very  fairly,  in  a  general  way^  with  the  trade,  and 
I  think  there  is  no  wish  that  the  right  should  go  to 
anybody  else. 
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1797.  But  for  a  monopoly  there  must  be  some 
express  reason,  not  mere  convenience,  but  something 
more.  You  have  given  a  very  excellent  reason  why  the 
Corporation  should  manage  Billingsgate  Market ;  but 
why,  in  the  opinion  of  the  trade,  should  they  have  the 
exdusive  market  right  to  the  exclusion  of  anyone  else 
who  might  wish  to  establish  a  market  ? — I  can  merely 
reiterate  what  I  said  just  now,  that  the  trade  believe  that 
in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  they  are  fairly  dealt 
with,  and  are  safer,  so  to  speak,  with  them  than  they 
would  be  if  the  market  were  to  pass  into  other 
hands. 

1798.  That  you  think  is  a  sufficient  reason  for 
maintaining  a  monopoly  ? — That  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  reason  why  the  trade  would  prefer  the  market 
rights  to  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation. 

1 799.  You  have  spoken  of  the  surplus  in  the  last 
few  years  as  being  about  6,000/.  or  7,000/.  a  year ; 
that  allows,  I  think,  no  sinking  fund  for  the  capital 
expenditure  ? — No. 

1800.  And  if  there  were  a  sinking  fund  established 
for  the  capital  expenditure,  you  would  have  to  reduce 
the  estimote<i  surplus  ? — Yes,  unquestionably. 

1801.  Have  you  ever  considered  how  much  the 
surplus  would  bo  if  a  reasonable  allowance  were  made 
for  a  sinking  fund  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

1802.  Or  for  the  depreciation  of  the  buildings? — 
I  do  not  remember  that  question,  in  that  form,  ever 
coming  before  the  committee  since  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  it. 

1803.  As  a  matter  of  business,  is  it  not  a  reasonable 
allowance  to  make  ? — ^I  cannot  but  say  that  it  is. 

1804.  I  suppose  Billingsgate  Market  is  not  eternal, 
and  the  buildings  will  only  last  for  a  certain  time,  and 
must  eventually  be  replaced  ? — Yes. 

1805.  And  for  that,  and  for  a  reasonable  sinking 
fund,  upon  a  great  capital  expenditure,  considerable 
allowance  ought  to  be  made  ? — No  doabt. 

1806.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  calculate  how 
much  you  think  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  6,000/. 
or  7,000/.  a  year,  if  those  two  matters  were  taken  into 
consideration  ? — AVe  think  no  part  of  this  amount 
should  be  deemed  to  go  to  a  sinking  fund,  seeing  that 
all  expenses  for  maintenance  of  the  fabric  of  the 
market,  &c.  is  paid  for  year  by  year,  and  the  balance 
that  remains  is  the  actusJ  profit,  ai'ter  all  such  expenses 
have  been  defrayed. 

1807.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  quite  pertinent 
to  the  matter,  but  is  it  the  case  that  there  is  now  ii^ 
these  days  any  considerable  destruction  of  fish  coming 
to  Billingsgate  Market,  because  it  does  not  fetch  the 
price  which  those  interested  in  the  sale  of  fish  desire 
to  get  ? — I  should  say  not.  Considering  the  enormous 
quantity  of  fish  that  comes  to  Billingsgate  Market, 
the  quantitv  put  on  one  side  as  not  being  sufficiently 
good  for  sale,  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  quantity 
coming  to  the  market. 

1808.  But  was  it  not  the  custom,  at  one  time,  that 
a  large  amount  of  fish,  although  it  was  fit  ibr  food, 
was  destroyed  in  order  to  keep  up  the  price  ? — I  think 
not. 

1809.  That  has  been  very  often  said,  and  I  am  glad 
to  get  your  contradiction? — ^Emphatically,  I  should 
say  not.  Having,  as  I  said  just  now,  known  the 
neighbourhood  for  40  years,  I  should  have  heard  of 
it  if  that  were  the  case.  My  opinion  is  very  much 
against  the  supposition  that  that  is  true. 

1810.  Therefore,  practically,  all  the  fish  that  comes 
to  Billingsgate  either  goes  into  the  best  shops,  or  goes 
into  inferior  shops,  or  goes  to  the  costermongers  ? — 
Yes. 

1811.  In  some  shape  or  other  it  all  goes  into  con- 
sumption ? — ^Yes. 

1812.  {Chairman.)  The  amount  of  debt  incurred 
on  the  Billingsgate  Market  is  268,000/.,  is  it  not  ?— 
That  is  the  amount,  and  that  is  one'  of  the  questions 
which  the  fish  trade  are  sore  upon.  They  consider 
that  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Billingsgate 
Market  Act,  that  amount  should  never  have  exceeded 
150,000/.  It  is  expressly  provided  in  section  23  of 
that  Act  that  the  Corporation  may  from  time  to  time 
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pay  off  any  money  borrowed  under  this  Act,  and  may 
in  manner  aforesaid  re-borrow  the  same  or  any  other 
amount,  but  so  that  the  total  amount  borrowed  under 
this  Act  and  remaining  unpaid  shall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  150,000/.  The  association  contends  that  as 
the  Corporation  have  exceeded  that  amount,  it  is  wrong 
for  them  to  take  the  profit  of  the  market,  so  to  speak, 
in  order  to  pay  off  that  surplus  money  which  they  had 
borrowed. 

1812a.  (Mr.  Childers.)  But  do  you  not  get  con- 
sideration, in  the  way  of  convenience,  for  the  capital 
raised  ? — ^The  association  rather  demur  to  that,  I 
thinks 

1813.  {Chairman,)  At  any  rate,  the  money  has 
been  bon*owed,  and  you  would  not  advise  the  repudia- 
tion of  the  debt,  I  suppose  ? — Certainly  not. 

1814.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Was  there  not  a  con- 
siderable amount  expended  in  deepening  the  river  in 
front  of  Billingsgate  Market  to  enable  the  vessels  to 
come  up  at  all  times  of  the  tide  ? — That  may  have  been 
so;  I  am  not  sure  as  to  that.  Recently  there  has 
been  extra  provision  made  at  the  waterside  for  the 
better  landing  of  the  fish;  but  that  lias  been  done 
within  the  last  year  or  eighteen  months.  With  regard 
to  the  dredging,  which  you  speak  of,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  answer  whether  it  is  so  or  not. 

1815.  {Mr,  Harwood,)  Supposing  that  you  were  to 
destroy  a  ton  of  fish  to-day,  and  that  l^hat  ton  of  fish 
had  come  from  a  fisherman  to  a  salesman,  are  there 
any  records  to  be  obtained  as  to  the  date  at  which  that 
fish  came  in  ? — I  should  say  yes,  certainly. 

1816.  And  when  it  was  condemned? — I  have  no 
statistics  by  me  that  would  enable  me  to  answer  that 
question  specifically. 

1817.  That  is  an  important  question.  Can  you 
supply  the  Commission  with  any  kind  of  tabulated 
form  by  which  any  records  can  be  obtained  upon  that 
point  ? — I  will  do  so.* 

1818.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Is  there  not  a  record 
kept  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  of  all  fish  that  is  destroyed  ? 
— I  believe  a  daily  record  is  kept,  with  description  and 
weight  of  all  fish  condemned  in  Billingsgate  Market 
and  neighbourhood,  and  is  published  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company. 

1819.  Occasionally  one  sees  paragraphs  in  the  news- 
papers about  fish  being  seized  ? — ^Yes. 

1820.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  We  can  get  that  from  the 
inspector's  records.  If,  for  instance,  the  market  to- 
day were  overstocked  with  cod,  if  the  fishermen  had 
sent  in  a  great  quantity  of  cod,  and  the  salesmen  do 
not  want  to  reduce  the  price,  they  can  keep  it  over 
three  or  four  or  five  days,  and  then  they  can  intimate 
to  the  inspector  (as  they  often  do)  that  there  is  a 
quantity  of  bad  fish,  and  he  would  come  down  and 
condemn  it.     I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  are 


♦  The  witness  subsequently  supplied  the  following  Table 
showing  the  quantity  of  fish  condemued. 

Fish  condemned  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  in 
January  1888: — 


Wet  fish— Weight  by  land 
water 


Shellfish 


land 
water 


Tons  cwta.  qrs. 

19  2      1 

20  8     2  (16  tons   were 

Norway  herrings.) 
8      5      1 
5    19      0 


Total  fish  condemned 

Fish  condemned  at  Shadwell 

Market 
Fish  condemned  at  Furringdon 

Market 


The  weight  of  fish  delivered  at  and  neigr.Bil-' 
lingsgato  Market  during  the  month  being — 
By  land 
By  water 


-     48 

15 

0 

I 

■       0 

i 

2 

Nil. 

0 

8,297  tons. 
5,156    „ 


Ditto 


ditto 


Total     -  18,453    „ 
Shadwell  Market    -    1,188   „ 


Note.—^The  percentage  of  fish  condemned  to  that  delivered  at 
Billingsgate  Market  is  about  ^  7o>  ^'  ^  *^°  i"^  276 '959  tons. 


records  upon  that  point.  I  see  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  fisb  that  comes  into  your  market  is^  sold  by  auction  ? 
— Yes.    I  should  think  about  three-fourths  of  it. 

1821.  I  thought  that  it  was  not  all  sold  by  auction 
that  came  in  by  rail  and  road  ? — No.  The  better 
kinds  of  fish  are  not  sold  by  auction. 

1822.  What  proportion  of  the  market  would  the 
bommarees  have  ? — A  very  small  proportion.  They 
would  have  the  alleys  or  lanes  leading  to  the  otbra* 
parts  of  the  mai*ket ;  they  would  have  a  pitch  almost 
wherever  ono  could  conv^ently  be  found  for  them. 

1823.  The  retail  dealer  has,  I  see,  a  still  less  pro- 
portion, and  there  has  been  a  great  diminution  of  the 
retail  dealers  in  the  market ;  do  you  not  think  that 
they  have  diminished  veiymnch  on  account  of  the 
difi^culty  of  getting  any  space  ? — No. 

1824.  But  the  retioi  dealer  could  not  have  ttiy 
space  until  a  wholesale  dealer  had  done  with  it  ? — ^No. 

1825.  Then  he  has  to  wait  with  his  stufi*  there,  and 
he  cannot  break  his  parcel  and  cannot  sell  his  goods 
until  a  space  is  vacant? — ^Yery  often  the  principal 
salesmen  are  away  from  their  stands  quite  early  in  the 
morning.  I  have  known  them  to  be  away  from  thdtr 
own  particular  stands  as  early  as  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  then  there  would  be  plenty  of  time  for 
the  bommarees  to  take  their  places  in  a  case  of  that 
kind. 

1 826.  Supposing  that  a  salesman  dies,  how  is  his 
stall  taken  up ;  is  it  let  by  tender,  or  is  it  open  to 
anybody  to  apply  for  it,  or  is  thei*e  some  sort  of  good- 
will in  it  ? — They  apply  to  the  Markets  Committee 
for  a  stand. 

1827.  Is  the  vacancy  let  by  public  advertisement 
or  upon  testimonials  ? — 1  think  that  names  are  put 
upon  a  list  in  order  of  time  for  vacancies  as  they  may 
arise,  and  they  get  those  stands  according  to  the  time 
when  they  apply  for  them.  It  is  perfectly  fair,  and 
they  have  stands  whenever  the  opportunity  offers. 

1828.  It  is  open  competition  ? — Yes. 

1829.  You  said  that  the  case  had  been  tried,  and 
that  the  decision  was  that  the  streets  abutting  upon 
the  market  were  not  considered  to  be  part  of  the 
market,  and  that  therefore  to  sell  in  those  streets  was 
not  a  disturbance  of  the  market,  and  that  they  paid 
no  toll  for  so  doing  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

1830.  It  struck  me  as  being  rather  peculiar  that 
Sir  Reginald  Hanson  is  the  Chairman  of  this  Association 
of  yours  ;  is  he  not  an  Alderman  ? — Yes ;  he  is  the 
President  of  the  Association. 

1831.  Ho  is  an  Alderman,  and  he  is  President  of 
your  Association  ? — Yes. 

1832.  And  yet  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  the  Corporation  deal  with  you? — I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  expressed  any  very  great  dissatis- 
faction. I  must  say  that  the  London  Fish  Trade* 
Association  are  not  very  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  the  Corporation  treats  them.  They  are  only 
dissatisfied  on  certain  points,  more  especially  with 
regard  to  the  point  which  Lord  Derby  spoke  of 
just  now,  viz.,  the  way  in  which  they  deal  with  the 
surplus  rental  of  the  market.  The  Corporation  make 
a  profit  out  of  the  rental  of  Billingsgate  Market  of 
5,000/.  or  6,000/.  a  year,  and  they  apply  that  for  the 
deficit  of  Leadenhall  and  other  markets ;  and  the 
trade  thinks  that  that  is  a  very  unjust  way  of 
disposing  of  their  profits. 

1833.  You  say  that  in  your  opinion  (I  suppose  that 
is  the  opinion  of  your  association)  they  are  much 
safer  in  the  hands  of  the  municipality  than  they 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  a  private  individual  ? — Yec, 
most  emphatically. 

1834.  And  you  think  that  that  is  the  best  way  of 
administering  a  market  ? — ^Yes. 

1836.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Since  that  legal  decision 
which  you  spoke  of,  in  which  the  '  streets  adjacent  to 
the  market  were  declared  not  to  be  part  of  the  market, 
do  the  Corporation  still  raise  tolls  from  people  in  the 
adjacent  streets  who  sell  fish  ?— Certainly  not. 

1836.  That  has  ceased  ? — ^Yes,  unless  .the  vehicles 
are  in  close  proximity  to  the  market.     They  must 
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Btand  on  the  side  of  the  market  to  deliver  their 
conaignments,  in  which  case,  if  they  are  conveyed 
from  the  van  to  the  market  direct,  toll  would,  of 
eoarse,  have  to  be  paid. 

1837.  (Sir  James  Carry,)  You  say  that  the  trade 
was  not  consulted  when  the  rentals  and  tolls  were 
fixed  some  years  ago  ? — They  were  not  consulted. 

1838.  The  Board  of  Trade  was  petitioned  by  your 
association,  I  presume  ?— rBy  the  trade  in  general. 

1839.  And,  it  was  not  until  then  that  the  Corpora- 
tion took  any  notice  of  you  at  all? — I  believe  the 
London  Fish  Trade  Association  was  not  at  that  time 
established  ;  it  came  into  being  shortly  after  tliat 
time,  and  it  was  very  much  because  that  happened. 

1840.  So  that,  since  tho  petition  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  withdrawn,  nothing  has  been  done  towards 
reducing  the  rentals  of  the  stalls  or  the  tolls  ? — No, 
nothing. 

1841.  Has  the  association  or  the  trade  applied  to 
the  Corporation  to  i-edeem  what  they  considered  was 
their  understaudiog  ? — Yes. 

1842.  And  what  has  been  the  answer  to  that? — 
The  last  phase  of  the  question  whh,  that  the  Corpora- 
tion said  that  they  would  be  willing  to  reduce  t!io 
tolls  from  2s,  6d.  per  van  to  1^.  Gc^.,  provided  th^t 
the  railway  people  would  pay  the  1*.  to  make  up  the 
2$,  6d.  aa  they  had  done  before  this  new  market  was 
established.  The  condition  upon  which  the  railway 
people  would  pay  the  Is.  was,  that  their  vans  were 
not  interfered  with  by  the  police,  and  that  in  case  of 
demurrage  they  would  make  a  charge  which  would  be 
paid  by  the  saleomen,  a  charge  of  Sd.  per  hour,  I 
tlunk,  after  three  hours,  or  something  like  that  So 
that^  practically,  nothing  has  been  done  since. 

1843.  Do  I  correctly  understand,  that  prior  to  the 
re-arrangement  of  the  nnu*ket  the  railway  companies 
paid  part  of  the  tolls  ? — That  is  so. 

1844.  And  since  the  re-arrangement  the  railway 
companies  have  not  done  so  ? — That  is  so. 

1845.  And  the  reason  that  the  railway  companies 
have  not  done  so  is,  that  their  trucks  are  not  allowed 
a  sufficient  time  to  discharge,  or  that  there  is  some 
hindrance  to  their  coming  into  the  maricet? — Or,  to 
put  it  in  another  way,  they  would  be  willing  to  pay 
this  is.  per  van,  supposing  that  the  vans  were 
not  detained  beyond  the  three  hours,  and  that  if  they 
were  so  detained,  in  consideration  of  their  paying  Is. 
they  should  also  be  paid  a  demurrage  rate. 

1846.  Why  do  the  salesmen  object  to  that  ? — 
Another  condition  was,  that  the  railway  authority 
should  be  guaranteed  non-interference  by  the  police. 
The  Fish  Trade  Association  felt  that  they  had  no 
power  to  promise  that  the  pohce  should  not  interfere 
with  their  vans.  Consequently  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment fell  through. 

1847.  But  then  the  fish  salesmen,  as  I  understand 
it,  are  not  willing  to  be  bound  that  these  vans  should 
be  released  within  three  hours  unless  they  pay 
demurrage  ? — ^There  would  be  great  reasons  for  their 
not  doing  so,  because  the  quantity  of  fish  sometimes 
coming  to  the  market  is  so  great  that  they  could  not 
possibly  be  bound  under  those  circumstances  ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  could  not  pay  3«?.  if  the  vans  were  detained 
beyond  three  hours.     They  would  object  to  do  that. 

1848.  Is  there  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  fish 
trade  now  at  Billingsgate? — ^Yes,  I  should  say  so, 
especially  since  the  opening  of  the  Arthur  Street 
extension,  which  has  given  a  considerable  extra  area 
of  space  round  about  the  market,  and  enables  the  fish 
to  be  got  in  and  out  much  more  readily  than  it  was 
before. 

1849.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  the 
quantity  of  sea-borne  fish  has  increased  of  late  years  ? 
— Yes,  it  has  increased  by  fast  steam  cutters  being 
put  on  from  the  North  Sea  straight  away  to  Billings- 
gate, so  that  the  fish  is  brou^t  up  in  better  condition ; 
it  is  not  shifted  about  nearly  so  much.  The  water- 
borne  fish  has  increased  of  late  years,  but  I  cannot 
say  to  what  extent,  perhaps  not  to  a  very  large  extent. 

1850.  Do  you  know  whether  they  are  satisfied  with 
the  aooomnodation  which  has  been  arranged  for  tiie 


increase  of  their  trade  ? — I  am  not  sure ;  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  answer  that  question. 

1851.  You  say  that  ordinarily  about  seven-eighths 
of  the  fish  coming  into  the  market  is  sold  at  from  6/. 
to  10/.  per  ton  ? — Yes. 

1852.  And  that  it  is  not  the  case  that  fish  are 
destroyed  so  as  to  maintain  the  price? — Most  cer- 
tainly not. 

1853.  Do  the  costermongers  take  away  a  large 
quantity  of  fish  ? — Very  large  quantities  indeed.  I 
should  say  that  the  costermongers  were  really  tho 
best  customers  to  Billingsgate  Market,  certainly  for 
the  commoner  kinds  of  fish.  The  quantity  of  haddock, 
for  instance,  that  is  sold  from  Billingsgate  is  very 
large  indeed,  and  those  costermongers  buy  it  cheaply, 
and  take  it  to  their  respective  places  and  cure  it,  and 
it  is  very  often  brought  back  into  the  market  and  sold 
as  smoked  haddock.  There  is  a  very  large  trade 
indeed  done  with  the  fishmongers  in  that  particular. 

1854.  I  understand  from  you  that  all  tho  salens  are 
by  auction  ? — No.  I  have  stated  as  nearly  as  I  can 
the  proportion  so  sold. 

185^.  Have  those  salesmen  any  monopoly;  how 
are  they  appointed  ?  —  They  have  no  monopoly. 
They  find  themselves  as  salesmen  much  in  the  same 
way,  I  apprehend,  as  other  business  men  would  find 
themselves  with  regard  to  their  business.  They  are 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  Markets  Committee  in  order 
to  get  a  stand  in  the  market  before  they  can  sell. 

1856.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Would  the  fish  trade 
complain  if  the  total  sui'plus  of  income  from  Billings- 
gate Market  was  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  ? 
— I  think  not. 

1857.  Because  they  would  eventuaUy  gain  the 
benefit  ? — Yes;  I  think  that  is  strongly  the  feeling  of 
my  association. 

1858.  (Chairman,)  But  at  present  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  sinking  fund,  and  no  step  is  taken  towards 
th3  reduction  of  that  debt  of  268,000/.  ?— That  is  so. 

1859.  (Mr,  Ckilders.)  And  thei-e  is  no  provision  in 
the  accounts  for  renewal  or  depreciation  ? — I  think 
not 

1860.  (3Ir,  Little.)  I  understood  that  it  was  par- 
ticularly the  rents  that  your  association  complained 
of,  more  than  the  tolls  ? — We  complain  of  both. 

1861.  Is  there  a  keen  competition  for  stands  ?-* 
There  is. 

1862.  And  they  are  all  taken  up,  of  course,  if  there 
is  competition,  even  though  the  price  is  excessive  ? — 
Yes,  they  are  taken  up. 

1863.  Is  there  a  complaint  as  to  subletting  them  ? — 
There  was  a  complaint,  but  that  has  been  satisfac- 
torily arranged  within  a  very  short  time. 

1864.  If  they  were  sublet,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
there  was  a  profit  made  ? — I  think  the  rule  laid  down 
by  the  Markets  Committee  in  such  a  casp  was  this : 
that  the  person  who  engaged  the  stand  after  tho 
principal  salesman  had  done  was  not  permitted  to  pay 
above  half  the  rent  which  the  principal  salesman  paid 
for  his  stand. 

1865.  Then  he  paid  a  part  of  the  rent  for  occu- 
pying it  a  part  of  the  day  ? — He  paid  a  moiety  of  the 
rent  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the  day. 

1866.  Have  you  any  particulars  as  to  the  amount 
of  money  turned  over  in  the  market  in  the  year ; 
does  your  association  keep  any  record  of  that? — ^I 
have  never  heard. 

1867.  Does  your  association  collect  any  record  of 
current  prices  ? — The  association  being  formed  of  the 
principal  salesmen,  together  with  the  retail  fish- 
mongers, I  have  no  doubt  that  in  their  own  minds 
they  know  that  perfectly  well. 

1868.  But  it  is  not  formally  stated  and  recorded  in 
your  transactions  ? — ^^N^o,  it  is  not. 

1869.  Have  you  any  complaint  as  to  the  encroach- 
ment on  the  pathways  by  casual  vendors  ? — ^Yes  ;  the 
salesmen  are  sometimes  very  much  inconvenienced  on 
that  ground,  for  those  people  pitch  their  baskets  and 
so  on  in  the  paCfhways,  and  they  impede  the  progress 
of  persons  going  in  and  out  very  considerably.  That 
is  tiie  great  objection  that  the  salesmen  have. 
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1870.  Is  it  not  the  dnty  of  the  officers  of  the  market 
to  keep  the  pathways  clear  ? — Undoubtedly ;  and  that 
has  been  done  since  the  appointment,  some  six  or  eight 
months  ago,  of  the  gentleman  who  is  now  the  derk  of 
the  market. 

1871.  Do  I  correctly  understand,  fix)m  the  paper 
which  yon  have  put  in,  that  these  casual  venders 
are  placed  in  a  better  position  now  than  they  were  in 
before,  while  the  salesmen  are  in  a  worse  position  ? — 
No,  J  do  not  wish  to  imply  that. 

1872.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  I  think  you  stated,  some 
time  ago,  that  the  quantity  of  water-borne  fish  in- 
creases; does  the  quantity  of  land- borne  fish  also 
increase ;  do  the  total  supplies  of  the  market  increase  ? 
—Yes ;  and  they  would  increase  very  much  more  were 
it  not  for  the  excessive  railway  rates.  We  should  have 
fish  in  lai^e  quantities  from  many  parts  of  Ireland ; 
we  should  also  have  mackerel,  especially  from  Corn- 
wall ;  but  owing  to  the  excessive  railway  rates  they 
are  unable  to  send  them  so  far,  because  the  price 
realised  does  not  pay  for  the  cost  of  sending.    We  are 


in  great  hopes  that  if  we  could  get  the  Railway  Bates 
Bill  passed,  the  consignments  of  the  commoner  kinds 
of  fish  to  Billingsgate  would  materially  increase,  which 
would  assist  the  costermonger  and  the  poorer  people  of 
this  great  metropolis. 

1873.  {Mr.  ChUders.)  You  said,  if  I  understood 
you  correctly,  that  there  was  great  competition  to 
obtain  the  privilege  of  becomiuG:  a  salesman  in  the 
market  ? — Yes,  there  is  competition ;  I  do  not  know 
that  I  used  the  word  ^  great." 

1874.  Is  any  fee  paid  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
privilege  ? — No,  none. 

1875.  Then  how  is  the  selection  between  the  com- 
petitors made  ? — I  think  it  depends  very  much  upon 
priority  of  application. 

1876.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  While  there  is  this  com- 
petition for  stalls,  it  is  not  likely,  I  should  think,  that 
the  Corporation  would  reduce  the  rent  of  them;  if 
they  can  let  them  readily,  why  should  they  reduce  the 
rent  ? — That  is  a  very  potent  argument,  I  must  say. 


The  witness  withdrew* 
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Mr.  Charles  Edward  Lb  Poeb  Trench  examined. 


1877.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are 
the  clerk  and  superintendent  of  Billingsgate  Market  ? 
—Yes. 

1878.  And  that  you  have  been  instructed  by  the 
Corporation  to  attend  before  this  Commission  ? — I 
have  been  instructed  to  attend  and  to  give  all  the 
information  I  can. 

1879.  How  long  have  you  held  your  present  posi- 
tion ?— Since  the  Ist  of  July  1887. 

1880.  Only  a  few  months  ?— -That  is  all. 

1881.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the 
Court  of  Common  Council. 

1882.  We  need  hardly  ask  you  where  the  market  is 
situated;  but  could  you  tell  us  what  its  area  is?— 
39^000  square  feet  I  can  produce  a  plan  of  the 
market  {producing  a  plan).  That  plan  shows  all  the 
standings.  These  are  shops  along  the  side  {describing 
the  plan).  The  yellow  colour  ought  to  show  where 
the  bommarees,  the  retail  men  are,  but  it  is  not  quite 
correct. 

1883.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  The  bommaree  is  not  a 
retail  dealer,  is  he  ? — ^Yes,  he  is  a  large  retailer. 

1884.  He  is  an  intermediary  ;  he  breaks  the  parcel  ? 
— ^Yes,  he  does  ;  he  will  sell  a  pair  of  soles  or  a  single 
fish  to  anybody.  You  might  say  that  he  is  a  wholesde- 
retail  man. 

1885.  {Chairman.)  These  places  set  apart  on  each 
side  are  for  the  large  dealers  ? — Yes,  those  are  shops 
let  on  lease.  The  rents  of  those  place.%  as  my 
evidence  will  show  afterwards,  are  received  at  Guild- 
hall direct.     I  collect  the  rents  for  the  stalls. 

1886.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  market, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  conducted  ? 
"—It  is  entirely  a  fish  market,  for  the  sale  of  every 
description  of  fish,  both  salt  and  fresh  water  inclusive, 
shell  fish  of  ali  kinds,  and  salted  fish  when  in  season. 

1887.  The  fish  is  brought,  we  understand,  both  by 
water  and  by  land  ? — Yes,  it  comes  in  both  ways,  and 
I  have  divided  my  evidence  in  that  way.  Water- 
borne  fish  is  caught  mainly  in  the  North  Sea,  and  is 
collected  from  the  various  fishing  fieets  by  steam 
vessels  known  as  steam  carriers,  which  deliver  at  the 
quay  or  wharf  at  Billingsgate.  The  fish  is  packed  in 
loose  ice  in  boxes  which  are  technically  known  in  the 
market  as  'Hrunks";  what  is  technically  known 
as  '^  a  box  "  is  a  larger  description  of  package. 
Those  trunks  contain,  on  an  average,  about  90  lbs. 
of  fish.  These  boxes  are  taken  from  the  vessels 
by  porters  licensed  by  the  Corporation,  and  placed 
upon  the  forms  provided  for  the  purpose  in  the 
market,  which  ai-e  rented  by  the  various  fish- 
carrying  companies.  At  the  present  time  the  whole 
of  the  water-borne  fish,  or  the  principal  part  of  it . 
(because  some  comes  in  small.boats, and  things  of  that 
kind  from  vessels)   is  carried  by  five  fish-carrying 


companies, — ^the  Grimsby  Ice   Company,  the  Great 
Northern  Steam  Fishing  and  Ice  Company,  the  Steam 
fishing  and  Ice  Company  of  Hull,  the  North  Sea 
Trawling    Company    ^that    is,  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts' 
Company),  and  the  Great  Yarmouth  Steam  Carrying 
Company.     The  whole  of  this  fish  brought  by  those 
companies  is  disposed  of  by  auction  by  the  companies 
themselves.      I    have    known   9,500  trunks,  repre- 
senting about  380  tons  of    fish,  brou^t  into  the 
market  and  sold  in  this  manner  between  6  o'clock  and 
9.30  in  the  morning.     The  greatest  quantity  known 
to  be  delivered  in  that  way  in  a  morning  is  between 
12,000  and  13,000  trunks.     The  land-borne  fish  is 
that  fish  which  is  caught  all  round  the  coast  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.     This  fish  is  collected  at  the 
various  seaports  and  despatched  to  London  by  ti'ain  to 
the  various  railway  dep6ts.     All  the  railway  companies 
having  termini  in  London  bring  fish,  but  the  greater 
bulk  arrives  by  the  Great  Northern,  the  London  and 
North-Westem,  the  Great  Eastern,   and    the  Great 
Western  railways.    That  from  the  western  coast  arrives 
by  the  Great  Western  railway  and  the  London  and 
South  Western  railway.     The  fish   from  the  south 
coast  arrives  by  the  Brighton,  the  South  Eastern,  the 
London,  Chatham,  and  Dover,  and  the  South  Western 
railways.     It  is  conveyed  from  the  railway  depdts  to 
Billingsgate  by  railway  vans,  and  other    carrying 
companies.     The  greater  part  of  this  fish  is  in  trunks, 
similar  to  the  water-borne  fish,  but  other  fish   are 
packed  in  cases,  barrels,  pads,  and  kits,  and  different 
articles.     A  large  quantity  arrives  in  what  are  known 
as  machines;  these  are  immense  boxes,   containing 
about  two  tons  of  fish  each,  loose,  packed  in  ice,  which, 
when  filled,  are  conveyed  by  railway  trucks  to  London, 
and  then  placed  on  trollies  for  conveyance  to  the 
market.     Cod  fish,  plaice,  and  haddocks,  arrive  chiefly 
in  these  machines.     The  land-borne  fish  also  includes 
salmon,  trout,  and  river  fish.     During  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  a  very  large  quantity  of  herrings  arrives 
from  Norway  and  Sweden.     The  mode  in  which  the 
land-borne  fish  is  disposed  of  varies,  sometimes  by 
auction,  at  other  times  by  private  sale.     The  land- 
borne  fish  is  sold  chiefly  by  commission  salesmen,  to 
whom  it  is  consigned.    The  customers  at  the  market 
are  the  ordinary  retail  fishmongers  and  the  coster- 
luongers,  who  form  a  very  important  class  of  buyers, 
and  buy  chiefiy  the  water-borne  fish  at  auctions ;  and 
by  this  means  the  eastern  and  poorer  parts  of  London 
are  supplied  with  fish  at  very  cheap  rates.     On  days 
when  fish  is  cheap,  I  should  say  diat  1,000  coster- 
mongers  buy  at  the  market,  and  take  away  various 
quantities,  from    1    trunk   to   10  cwt.,   the  cheaper 
class  of  fish,  herrings,  haddocks,  plaice,  &c.     There  is 
very  little  prime  bought  by  them.     When  fish  is  dear, 
this  class  of   buyers  deals   in    other    commodities. 
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Vegetables,  fruit,  ftc. ;  but  even  on  these  days  there 
are  a  few  buyers  of  fish,  say  100  or  so,  of  these  coster- 
mongers;  and  I  have  ascertained  that  very  few  of 
these  men  have  regalar  beats,  and  that  they  travel 
wherever  they  think  they  can  find  castom.  Large 
quantities  of  fish  are  oent  by  the  salesmen  direct  to 
their  country  customers. 

1888.  We  have  heard  something  about  dried  fish ; 
will  you  tell  us  about  that? — There  is  a  special  part 
of  the  market  set  apart  for  the  dried  haddock  trade, 
wholesale  and  retail.  The  tenants  in  this  part  of  the 
market  are  themselves  large  buyers  from  the  different 
companies,  and  take  the  ish  from  the  market  to  their 
own  places  for  curing  or  smoking,  and  then  bring 
them  back  to  the  market  for  sale  as  dried  fish.  One 
man  alone  frequently  buys  over  200  trunks  at  a  time 
for  this  purpose. 

1889.  We  have  just  heard  a  complaint  from  another 
witness  that  when  fish  was  taken  away  in  that  manner 
and  brought  back  again,  toll  was  charged  on  each 
occasion  ;  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  that  is  so  ? 
— That  is  incorrect.  There  is  no  toll  whatever  levied 
on  this  fish  which  is  brought  into  the  market  a  second 
time.  There  b  also  accommodation  in  the  basement  of 
the  market  for  shell  fish  boiUng  at  very  low  rates. 
This  scale  of  charges  has  been  in  operation  for  some 
time.  The  charges  are  for  lobsters  and  crabs  per 
score  6d. ;  per  boil  U.  6d. ;  winkles  and  whelks  per 
bushel  4d, ;  per  boil  Is. ;  mussels  per  peck  4<f. ;  per 
bag  8^.  ;  shrimps  scalding  per  gallon  la. 

1890.  Can  you  give  us  the  total  tonnage  of  fish 
brought  into  the  market  during  the  last  five  years  ? 
—Yes.  In  1883  there  were  119,670  tons  brought  in ; 
in  1884,  126,009  tons,  showing  an  increase  of  6,339 
tons;  in  1885,  136,629  tons,  showing  an  increase  of 
10,620  tons  on  the  previous  year ;  in  1886,  125,440 
tons,  showing  a  decrease  of  11,189  tons  on  the  previous 
year;  in  1887,  137,029  tons,  showing  an  increase 
again  of  11,589  tons.  The  increase  in  five  years 
amounted  to  17,359  tons,  or  nearly  15  per  cent. 

1891.  (Mr.  CJuirrington)  Can  any  explanation  be 
g^ven  of  that  great  decrease  in  1886  ? — I  think  I  can 
throw  a  little  Tight  upon  it.  Hewett's  Company  used 
to  come  to  Billingsgate  before  1886;  they  left  the 
market  in  that  year,  brought  out  a  company,  and  set 
up  a  market  at  Shadwell,  ;^hich  you  no  doubt  know. 
I  daresay  that  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

1892.  It  was  not  that  there  was  bad  fishing  that 
year? — It  might  have  been  bad  weather  that 
influenced  it  to  some  extent,  but  certainly  Hewett's 
leaving  the  market  did  influence  that  decrease. 

1893.  But  since  then  it  has  recovered  ? — Yes,  it 
recovered  the  next  year. 

1894.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  Has  Hewett  gone  back 
from  Shadwell  ? — No,  he  is  down  at  Shadwell  ^till. 

1895.  {Chairman.)  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  tolls 
charged  in  Billingsgate  market  are  ? — ^The  toll  there 
on  vans  with  four  wheels  is  2^  6^.  (it  does  not  matter 
what  they  carry) ;  on  carts  with  two  wheels  1#.  6t/. ; 
on  row  boats  9d.  each  ;  on  vessels  under  five  tons  2s, ; 
under  10  tons  4^. ;  that  is  between  5  and  10  tons ; 
on  vessels  of  10  tons  and  under  20,  8^. ;  of  20  tons 
and  under  35,  14<. ;  of  35  tons  and  under  50,  20s. ; 
of  50  tons  and  under  75  tons,  30«. ;  of  75  tons  and 
under  100  tons,  40*.;  and  for  every  ton  over  100 
tons,  6d. 

1896.  {Sir  James  Corry)  Is  that  registered  tonnage 
or  carrying  weight  tonnage? — Registered  tonnage; 
not  what  they  carry.  Then  there  is  a  (oil  of  \d.  per 
cwt.  on  fish  not  coming  by  vehicle  or  boat,  that  is  to 
say,  iish  that  is  carried  in  from  shops.  A  good  deal 
of  fish  comes  up  from  Shadwell  occasionally,  and  we 
charge  \d.  a  cwt.  for  that  fish. 

1897.  {CkfUrman.)  What  are  the  rentals,  and  what 
do  they  include  ? — The  rents  charged  vary  from  6d. 
to  9^.  per  square  foot,  and  include  the  use  of  stand- 
ing, gas,  and  water.  This  refers  to  the  stands  in  the 
open  market.  The  shops  are  let  on  lease,  and  the 
rents  collected  or  received  by  the  Chamberlain.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 


1898.  But  I  presume  that  they  are  included  in  the      Mr.  C.  E. 
profits  of  the  market  ? — In  the  totn?  profits  that  are        ^jU^*^ 
published   by  the  Chamberlain,  they  are.    I  think, 

roughly  speaking,  that  they  amount  to  nearly  6,000/.    ^  p^,  ^gg^^ 
a  year.  '        * 

1899.  Can  you  tell  us  in  what  ratio  the  tolls  stand 
to  the  prices  of  the  commodities  sold  in  the  market  ? 
— The  tolls,  being  a  fixed  amount,  and  the  prices 
naturally  fiuctuating,  I  have  taken  the  average  of 
prices  for  1887)  whidi  are  as  follows  :  Salmon,  5/.  14<. 
per  cwt. ;  eels,  4/.  4#.  per  cwt ;  prime  fish,  which 
include  turbot,  soles,  and  brill,  3/.  5#.  Ad. ;  other  kinds 
of  fish,  such  as  skate,  ray,  and  roker,  9$.  Sd. ;  and 
haddocks,  9s.  4d.  per  cwt  As  practically  the  whole 
of  the  fish  arrives  either  in  vessels  or  vans,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  the  toll  per  cwt.,  I  have  taken  the 
average  amount  per  month  of  the  fish  brought  into 
the  market  for  1887»  and  the  toll  charged  thereon, 
which  is  as  follows :  For  water-borne  fish,  the  average 
weight  per  month  is  4,722  tons,  and  the  toll  is  240L 
This  gives  a  toll  per  cwt.  of  ^ths  of  a  penny.  For 
land-borne  fish,  the  average  weight  per  month  is 
6,562  tons,  and  the  toll  308/.  This  gives  a  toll  per 
cwt.  of  ^ths  of  a  penny.  A  toll  of  ^ths  of  a  penny 
upon  one  cwt.  of  salmon  at  61.  lis.  per  cwt  is 
T^l^ths,  or  '000045  of  the  value  of  the  community. 
A  toll  of  ^ths  of  a  penny  upon  one  cwt  of  eels  at 
4L  4*.  per  cwt  is  -y^y^ths,  or  "000062  of  the  value  of 
the  commodity.  A  toll  of  ^ths  of  a  penny  upon  one 
owt.  of  prime  fish  at  3/.  5s.  4^.  per  cwt.  is  Y^r^ths,  or 
'00008  of  the  value  of  the  commodity.  A  toll  of 
^ths  of  a  penny  on  other  kinds  of  fish  and  haddocks 
at,  say  9s.  Sd.  (I  have  taken  the  average  of  the  two), 
is  T^th,  or  '00523  of  the  value  of  the  commodity. 
If  you  take  the  haddock,  they  seem  to  bear  the  higher 
toll,  they  are  the  poor  man's  food ;  but  still  it  is  a 
very  small  portion,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
separate  the  tolls  because  all  this  fish  arrives  in  the 
vans  indiscriminately,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to 
separate  the  kinds  of  fish  and  to  toll  each  kind  of  fish 
in  the  van. 

1900.  {Mr.  Charrtngton.)  In  fact  it  is  the  same 
toll  on  all  kinds  of  fish  ? — ^Yes,  exactly.  5/.  worth  of 
haddocks  would  be  a  great  deal  more  in  weight  than 
5/.  worth  of  salmon. 

1901.  {Chairman.)  But,  according  to  your  figures, 
in  no  case  does  the  toll  exceed  yf^th  of  the  value  of 
the  commodity  ? — No. 

1902.  That  is  a  practically  inappreciable  charge  ? 
— It  amounts  to  very  little. 

1903.  Have  you  any  official  returns  as  to  the 
prices  ? — I  return  a  monthly  official  statement  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  prices  and  the  weight  of 
water-borne  fish,  and  the  approximate  weight  of  land- 
borne  fish.  The  price  of  land -borne  fish  cannot  be 
obtained,  because  it  is  impossible,  as  I  have  already 
said,  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  the  different  classes 
of  fish  in  the  vans. 

1904.  How  do  you  arrive  at  the  figures  that  you 
give  us? — As  regards  the  water-borne  fish,  I  get 
information  from  the^diffi^rent  steam  carrying  com- 
panies for  making  my  Board  of  Trade  returns.  As 
to  the  land-borne  fish,  the  weight  is  approximate,  and 
is  calculated  upon  the  assumption  that  each  van 
averages  three  tons  and  each  machine  two  tons.  The 
number  of  vans  and  machines  are  of  course  shown  in 
the  toll-book,  and  the  toll  is  what  has  been  actually 
collected ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  assumption 
as  to  the  weight  of  the  fish  that  comes  by  the  vans, 
because  the  toll  is  on  the  vans  alone,  and  I  see  very 
few  that  are  not  actually  full,  and  we  know  that  they 
will  carry  three  toes. 

1905.  From  whence  are  all  the  supplies  for  the 
nuirket  drawn? — ^They  come  ^m  all  parts  of  the 
coast  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Holland,  Norway, 
and  Sweden.  A  small  portion  comes  over  from 
France  occasionally. 

1906.  What  districts  ai-e  supplied  from  the  market? 
— All  parts  of  England.  A  good  deal  is  sent  to 
Paris;  every  day  a  quantity  of  fish  goes  to  Paris; 
whether  for  consumption  there  or  for  distribution,  I   j 

Digitizeo  uy  SL^OOglC 


102 


KOYAL   COMMIS8IOH   ON   MABKET  BIOHTS   AND   TOLLS: 


Mr,  C,  E.      cannot  say,  bnt  as  the  quantity  sent  \a  considerable, 
^  ^'*y        I  think  it  must  be  distributed. 
irench,  ^^^   .^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  market  days  ?— AU  days  of  the 

23  Feb.  188S.  Week,  except  Sundays.  On  the  latter  day  there  is  a 
.^-...-i^-  small  market  for  shrimps  only,  but  there  are  no  tolls 
levied  or  collecfjed.  In  fact,  I  do  not  attwid  on  those 
days  at  all ;  the  market  constable  attends,  and  he  sees 
that  order  is  kept ;  but  that  is  only  from  eight  to  one 
o'clock. 

1908.  Which  are  the  busiest  days  of  the  week  ? — 
Mondays  and  Fridays.  On  Fridays  the  Jews  buy 
large  quantities  of  ^ak, 

1909.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  with  reference 
to  the  market  ? — The  only  complaint  that  I  have  had 
is  about  the  want  of  room.  In  fact,  I  am  pestered 
wdth  i^Hcations  for  more  room  in  the  market,  and  1 
believe  if  it  were  double  the.  size  it  would  let.  When- 
ever a  stand  becomes  vacant  there  are  60  or  80  appli- 
cations for  it» 

1910.  Have  you  heard  of  any  objection  being  made 
to  Xhe  rentals  and  the  tolls  ? — I  have,  but  I  have  not 
paid  any  attention  to  it,  because  there  is  the  fact  that 
if  a  stand  becomes  vacant  there  are  60  or  70  applica- 
tions for  it  immediately.  I  know  that  there  is 
aub-letting  in  the  market,  and  that  these  salesmen 
sometimes  snb^let  part  of  their  stands.  That  is 
allowed  by  the  Corporation,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe,  although  I  cannot  prove, 
that  what  they  charge  for  sub-letting  is  in  excess  of 
the  rent  that  they  pay  themselves.  I  should  report 
it  to  the  Corporation  if  I  found  that  such  a  thing 
oecurred. 

1911.  You  say  that  the  fact  of  there  always  being 
competition  for  these  stands  is  evidence  that  the  rents 
are  not  too  high ;  but  is  there  not  a  strict  monopoly 
in  the  case  ? — ^There  is  no  monopoly,  because  there  is 
another  market  There  is  Shadwell  Market,  where 
the  people  can  take  stands,  but  they  will  not  go 
there. 

1912.  How  far  off  is  Shadwell  Market  ?— It  is  not, 
1  suppose,  above  a  mile-and-a-half  further  down. 

1918.  And  you  say  that  there  is  no  demand  for 
accommodation  there  ? — No.  A  quantity  of  fish  comes 
up  from  Shadwell  to  be  sold  in  our  market. 

1914.  (Mr.  Chtlders.)  You  say  that  the  only  com- 
petition is  at  Shadwell  Market  ?— There  is  the  Central 
Fish  Market,  but  that  is  a  retail  market 

1915.  What  are  the  rights  of  the  Corporation  as 
to  excluding  competition;  can  they  prevent  another 
market  being  formed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bil- 
lingsgate ? — I  think  so ;  I  do  not  know  what  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  Act,  but  I  fancy  that  they  can. 

1916.  Do  you  know  within  what  distance  they  can 
prevent  the  formation  of  another  market  ? — I  do  not. 

1917.  But  it  is  a  practical  monopoly? — In  that 
immediate  district,  I  think  it  is. 

1918.  Therefore  the  payments  which  are  made  are 
not  govftrned  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  supply  and 
demand,  but  are  governed  by  monopoly  considerations  ? 
— ^Upon  the  marketable  value  of  a  thing — what  it  is 
really  worth. 

1919.  I  was  referring  to  the  payments  for  stands  ? 
— ^If  you  could  put  these  things  up  to  auction,  I 
believe  they  would  fetch  a  great  deal  more  than  they 
are  placed  at  now  by  the  Corporation. 

1920.  That  is  exactly  what  I  meant, — that  there 
is  an  actual  monopoly  which  would  have  a  value  ? — 
Yes. 

1921.  Would  you  tell  the  Commission  how  you 
decide  between  the  60  or  70  applicants  for  a  vacant 
stand  ? — It  is  done  by  the  Billingsgate  and  Leadenhall 
Markets  sub-committee. 

1922.  Upon  what  principles  do  they  decide  ? — ^If  a 
man  had  applied  for  a  stand  for  a  long  time  he  would 
have  the  preference. 

1923.  it  is  practically  by  priority  of  application  ? — 
Yes,  all  the  applications  are  recorded,  lliey  go  direct 
to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  Guildhall,  and  every  time 
there  is  a  stand  vacant  the  applications  are  read  out, 
and  it  is  found  that  a  certain  man  has  applied  so  many 
times.     Thciit  the  gentlemen  on  the  sub-committee 


attend  at  the  market,  and  they  say,  '^  Well,  how  often 
**  has  so-and-so  applied "  ?  and  then  generally  the 
man  who  has  been  longest  on  the  list,  if  he  is  of  good 
character,  gets  the  stand,  but  their  decbion  requires 
confirmation  by  the  Grand  Markets  Committee. 

1924.  Must  he  be  a  citizen  ? — No,  anybody  may 
get  a  stand. 

1925.  And  there  is  no  payment  ever  made  for  the 
privilege  besides  his  annual  payment  ? — No. 

1926.  There  is  no  fee  of  any  sort  ? — No. 

1927.  I  do  not  mean  an  improper  payment  ?— There 
is  no  other  payment  whatever,  to  my  knowledge. 

1928.  Bo  you  know  anything  about  the  finance  of 
the  market,  of  which  we  heard  a  good  deal  from  the 
last  witness  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  I  simply  collect  the  tolls 
and  rents.  I  bank  every  day  the  money  that  I  collect, 
and  return  an  account  weekly  to  the  Chamberlain. 

1929.  Tou  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  expendi- 
ture ?  —  Nothing,  except  with  the  repairs  of  the 
market.  There  are  certain  bills,  of  course,  connected 
with  the  repairs  of  the  market  which  come  through 
me,  and  I  have  to  certify  for  them,  and  they  are  sent 
up  to  Guildhall  to  be  paid  by  warrants  through  the 
Chamberlain's  office. 

1930.  They  are  a  very  small  part  of  the  17,000/.  to 
20,000/.  a  year  ? — Very  smalL 

1931.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Is  fish  exported  to  any 
other  foreign  country  but  France  ?  —  I  do  not 
think  80. 

1932.  (Mr.  Hdrwood.)  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a 
great  deal  more  fish  would  come  if  you  had  lower 
rates  on  the  railways? — There  are  certainly  great 
complaints  about  the  railway  rates. 

1933.  You  say  that  it  is  a  monopoly,  but  from  the 
evidence  that  we  have  had  I  should  rather  judge  that 
it  differs  from  other  monopolies,  because  it  seems  to 
be  a  limited  monopoly.  I  believe  some  time  ago  you 
had  a  trial  as  to  the  disturbance  of  your  market,  and 
you  alleged  that  persons  came  and  sold  in  the  streets 
adjoining.  In  other  markets,  at  Covent  Garden  for 
instance,  they  collect  rents  and  tolls  in  the  streets  off 
the  market,  but  you  do  not  collect  toil  except  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  market  ? — We  collect  tolls 
from  the  vans  that  are  bringing  fish  into  the  market, 
and  from  those  only.  The  vans  that  go  to  the  shops 
in  Lower  Thames  Street  and  the  immediate  vicinity 
we  do  not  collect  tolls  from. 

1934.  That  is  to  say,  if  a  company  of  fishermen 
from  the  North  Sea  choose  to  send  thoir  fish  into  a 
shop  or  warehouse  adjoining  your  market,  they  do  not 
pay  toll  ?— They  do  not. 

1936.  So  that  a  rival  market  might  be  set  up,  and 
you  could  not  interfere  with  it  ? — That  is  in  the 
shops.  I  am  not  quite  sure,  but  I  think  there  is 
some  clause  in  the  Act  under  which  the  market  was 
established  that  no  market  should  be  built  in  the 
vicinity. 

1936.  Have  you  a  great  number  of  people  employed 
in  the  market  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  ? — ^No,  not 
very  many.  There  are  myself,  four  clerks,  four 
labourers,  an  engineer  and  stoker,  and  lift  man.  I 
pay  about  32/.  to  35/.  per  week  in  wages  and  dis- 
bursements. 

1937.  {Sir  James  Carri/.)  In  estimating  the 
quantity  of  sea-borne  fish,  you  take,  as  I  see,  the 
registered  tonnage  of  the  ships  ? — Not  in  calculating 
the  quantity  ;  in  collecting  the  tolls  we  do.  That  is 
provided  by  the  different  carrying  companies.  In 
the  case  of  every  steamer  that  comes  in  I  get  the 
number  of  packages  on  board  of  her,  and  calculate  the 
weight  in  that  way.  The  toll  is  paid  on  the  regis- 
tered tonnage,  but  the  weight  of  water-borne  fish  is  ^ 
calculated  from  the  actual  weight  as  near  as  I  can  get 
at  it  from  the  number  of  packages,  and  taking  85  lbs. 
or  90  lbs.  as  the  average  weight  of  a  package. 

1938.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  Shadwell  Market 
has  been  found  to  be  a  success  or  not  ? — ^I  do  not 
think  it  has. 

1939.  Is  not  Mr.  Hewett  a  very  large  dealer  in  fish 
himself  ?-^He  owns  a  large  fleet.  He  has  been 
bringing  considerable  quandties.    There  were  1,900 
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trunks  at  liis  market  thia  momiug,  but  they  cb  not 
have  many  buyers,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  is  bought 
by  salesmen  and  brought  np  to  Billingsgate  Market 
and  sold  there. 

1940.  And  it  pays  dues  at  two  markets  ? — Yes,  it 
would  in  that  way.  The  dues  amount  to  Id,  per  cwt. 
at  our  market;  I  do  not  know  what  the  dues  are 
down  at  Shad  well. 

1941.  Do  you  consider  that  there  is  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  trade  at  Billingsgate  ? — I  do 
not 

1942.  Is  your  wharfage  accommodation  sufficient? 
— ^At  present  it  is.  We  can  moor  the  lire  vessels  from 
the  five  companies  now  with  ease. 


1943.  Can  they  come  there  at  all  states  of  the -tide  ?  Mr.  C.  E. 
— ^At  all  times  of  the  tide.     When  I  say  at  all  times,  ^  Poer 
at  very  low  spring  tideg  they  might  have  to  wait  just  Trench, 
about  half  an  hour ;  but  they  can  always  oome  near  ^^  yVTsss 
enough  for  a  barge  to  put  in  between,  as  they  do  «JLl_  ' 
sometimes. 

1944.  So  far  as  your  evidence  goes,  it  appears  that 
the  toll  charged  at  Billingsgate  is  infinitesimal  com- 
pared with  the  value  of  the  fish  ? — It  is ;  it  would  not 
affect  the  consumer  in  any  way. 

1945.  And  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
accounts  ? — Onlv  the  collection  of  accounts  \  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  financing. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  William  Hanman  examined. 


Mr. 


1946.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are 
clerk  of  the  London  Central  Fish  Market  ? — I  am. 

1947-  And  you  have  been  instructed  by  the  Corpo- 
ration to  attend  and  give  information  ;  is  that  so  ? — 
Yes. 

1948.  How  long  have  you  been  derk  of  the  market? 
— Since  its  opening. 

1949.  How  lon<i;  ago  is  that  ? — It  was  opened  on 
the  10th  of  May  1883. 

1950.  By  whom  were  yon  appointed  ?  —  By  the 
Markets  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London. 

1951.  Can  you  tell  us  exactly  where  the  market  is 
situated? — In  Farringdon  Street,  bounded  on  one 
side  by  Charterhouse  Street,  and  on  the  other  side  by 
what  is  known  as  the  New  Soutliem  roadway. 

1952.  Does  it  adjoin  the  Central  Meat  Market  ? — 
Yes. 

1952a.  Can  you  tell  us  the  area  ? —  Sixty-one 
thousand  feet  super. 

1953.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  market, 
and  the  manner  in  which  its  business  is  conducted  ? — 
It  is  a  retail  market  for  the  sale  of  fish.  The  busi- 
ness is  transacted  entirely  by  salesmen,  who  are 
tenants  of  shops  or  stands. 

1954.  What  are  the  tolls  charged? — One  penny 
per  cwt.,  or  any  fraction  of  a  cwt. ;  vans  2*.  6//.  each ; 
and  carts  1*.  6//.  each,  irrespective  of  load. 

1955.  Does  that  charge  of  2s.  6d.  for  vans  and 
1*.  6d.  for  carts  include  the  load? — That  covers  the 
whole  charge,  irrespective  of  load. 

1950.  Then  the  Id,  per  cwt.  or  fraction  of  a  cwt. 
is  upon  goods  that  do  not  come  in  vans  or  carts  ? — 
They  come  to  the  outside  of  the  market,  and  are 
brought  in  by  hand  or  by  hand  conveyance. 

1957.  What  are  the  rentals,  and  what  do  they 
include  ? — The  rents  of  both  shops  and  stands  in  all 
cases  are  calculated  at  the  rate  of  2d,  per  week  per 
foot  superficial.  The  shops  include  a  ground  fioor, 
first  and  second  floor,  with  lavatory  and  necessary 
conveniences.  Tenants  provide  their  own  lights. 
The  shops  vary  considerably  in  size,  but  this  does 
not  afiect  the  basis  of  calculation  for  the  rent.  Stands 
also  vary  in  size.  The  Corporation  simply  let  the 
bare  area  of  each  stand,  the  tenant  providing  his  own 
stall  and  the  Corporation  providing  light. 

1958.  That  is  in  the  case  of  the  stands  ?— Yes. 

1959.  Do  the  shops  provide  their  own  lights  ?— 
They  do. 

1960.  What  have  been  the  receipts  from  tolls  ? — 
In  1884  they  were  245/.  12*. ;  in  1885,  202/.  Ss.  6d.  ; 
in  1886,  168/.  Is.  lOs. ;  and  in  1887,  165/.  6s.  2d, 

1961.  That  shows  a  decrease,  comparing  the  year 
1887  with  the  year  1884  ?— Yes,  of  about  32  per 
cent 

1962.  In  what  ratio  do  the  tolls  stand  to  the  prices 
of  the  commodities  sold  in  the  market  ? — I  find  that 
the  average  price  of  prime  fish,  including  salmon, 
turbot,  brill,  &c.,  may  be  taken  at  about  5/.  12*.  per 
cwt.,  the  toll  upon  which  being  Id.,  gives  i^V?^^'  ^^ 
•00074,  as  the  ratio  which  the  toll  bears  to  the 
commodity. 


W.  Hanman^ 

1963.  What  do  you  take  the  value  of  a  cwt.  of         

coarse  fish  to  be  ? — The  value  of  1  cwt.  of  coarse 

fish,  such  as  cod,  confer,  haddock,  eel,  &c,  may  be 
taken  at  an  average  of  1/.  per  cwt.,  and  this,  with  a 
toll  of  Id.,  would  give  ^^th,  or  -00416  as  the  ratio 
which  the  toll  bears  to  the  commodity. 

1964.  Have  you  any  official  returns  as  to  prices  ? — 
The  current  prices  for  each  day  are  taken  by  an 
official  of  the  market,  and  are  published  in  the  daily 
newspapers. 

1965.  From  whence  are  the  supplies  for  the  market 
drawn? — From  all  parts  of  the  coast,  and  from 
Billingsgate  Market  and  Shadwell  Market.  , 

1966.  What  districts  are  supplied  from  the  market  ? 
— ^The  provinces  and  the  whole  metropolitan  area. 
A  large  number  of  customers  are  business  men  in  the 
City,  who  purchase  on  their  road  home  from  business 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening. 

1967.  Is  there  any  wholesale  business  done  in  the 
market  ? — No,  it  is  entirely  retail. 

1968.  And  as  I  understand,  to  some  extent  it  is 
supplied  by  the  fishermen  direct,  and  to  some  extent 
by  the  other  fish  markets? — ^Principally  shell-fish 
comes  direct  The  chief  supply  comes  from  Billings- 
gate or  Shadwell. 

1969.  What  are  the  market  days? — ^Every  day  in 
the  year,  except  Good  Friday,  Christmas  Day,  and 
Sundays. 

1970.  On  what  days  in  the  week  is  there  most 
business  ? — On  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  , 

1971.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  with  reference 
to  the  market  ? — Not  from  the  public.  The  tenants 
complain  of  a  scarcity  of  customers. 

1972.  Do  they  complain  of  the  rentals? — Not  at 
all.  There  is  a  new  market  now  being  constructed 
and  near  its  completion.  The  present  fish  market 
will  be  then  used  as  a  vegetable  market. 

1973.  Do  you  mean  that  the  market  is  to  be  re- 
built in  a  new  place  ? — There  is  a  market  now  being 
built  as  a  fish  market,  immediately  opposite,  and 
only  separated  by  a  road.  The  present  trade  of  the 
fish  market  will  be  taken  to  that  market,  and  the  site 
of  the  present  fish  market  used  as  a  fruit,  vegetable, 
and  general  market. 

1974.  (Mr,  Charrington.)  In  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  of  customers,  do  you  get  much  fish  spoilt 
there  ? — No. 

1975.  How  do  you  obviate  that? — The  salesmen 
learn  to  buy  according  to  the  demand. 

1976.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  I  suppose  one  <if  the 
causes  of  the  decrease  in  the  tolls  is  the  want  of  oua- 
tomers  ? — That  is  it. 

1977.  Is  it  chiefly  in  the  afternoon  that  the  sales 
in  that  market  take  place  ? — Chiefly  in  the  evening 
for  the  benefit  of  the  general  public.  The  general 
public  come  in  the  evening  time  after  6  o'clock. 

1978.  Not  as  at  Billingsgate,  in  the  morning  ? — 
No;  that  is  all  wholesale  trade,  to  supply  shop- 
keepers. 

1979.  Are  not  shopkeepers  supplied  from  your 
market  at  all  ? — ^Vory  rarely ;  it  is  simply  in  truth 
wholly  and  solely  a  retail  market.  /^^'        *       t 
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1980.  (Mr.  Little.)  Tou  say  that  the  carrent 
prices  are  taken  by  an  official,  and  not  by  yourself ; 
do  you  know  how  he  gets  at  the  prices  ? — He  takes 
it  from  the  board  and  also  from  the  salesmen.  He 
inquires  from  the  salesmen  what  prices  they  make. 

1981.  You  say  that  he  takes  it  from  the  board  ; 
what  board  do  you  mean? — From  the  stallboard, 
from  the  prices  marked  upon  the  fish.  The  fish  is 
generally  ticketed. 

1982.  And  when  you  go  into  the  shop  it  is  often 
dearer  than  the  ticket  indicates,  is  it  not  ? — ^No,  not 
as  a  rule. 

1983.  {Mr.  Childers.)  What  is  about  the  yearly 
rent  of  the  stalls? — They  range  from  ISs,  to  52s, 
or  53*.  per  week. 

1984.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  rental  ? — About 
2,500/. 

1985.  Very  much  more  than  the  tolls  ? — Yes  ;  but 
the  market  being  in  a  transition  state,  1  may  say  that 
it  is  not  fair  to  take  that  as  a  figure. 

1986.  But  two  or  three  years  ago  that  would  have 
been  the  amount  ? — About  that.  The  average  for  the 
last  four  years  is  about  2,500/.  The  last  year's  rental 
was  1,945/. 

1987.  {Chairman.)  Now  we  pass  to  another 
matter.  You  are  also  the  derk  and  collector  of  Farring- 
don  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

1988.  And  you  have  been  so,  I  understand,  for 
some  13  years  ? — Yes. 

1989.  By  whom  were  you  appointed  ? — ^By  the 
Markets  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
ot  London. 

1990.  We  understand  that  the  market  is  situated  in 
Farringdon  Street;  is  it  adjoining  the  fish  market  of 
which  you  have  spoken? — No;  some  little  distance 
from  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  Holbom  Viaduct. 

1991.  This  is  the  fruit  and  vegetable  market  of 
which  you  have  been  speaking  ? — Yes,  the  Farringdon 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market. 

1992.  What  is  its  area  ?— 66,000  feet  super. 

1993.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  market, 
and  tell  us  how  the  business  is  conducted  ? — It  is  a 
market  for  the  sale  of  vegetables,  fruit,  and  fiowers. 
The  principal  portion  of  the  business  is  done  by 
salesmen,  who  rent  premises  in  the  market,  and  by 
market  gardeners  who  reside  within  a  radius  of 
30  miles  of  London,  and  who  occupy  casual  stands. 
There  are  also  growers  who  come  with  produce  very 
long  distances,  even  as  far  as  from  Yorkshire.  There 
are  also  what  are  known  in  the  trade  as  higglers,  who 
purchase  from  the  growers  or  market  gardeners,  and 
sell  again  semi-wholesale  to  small  buyers. 

1994.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  semi-wholesale  "  ? — 
They  will  divide  a  package,  and  sell  half  a  package. 
A  wholesale  dealer  would  not  divide  his  packages,  but 
a  higgler  would  buy  from  bun,  and  he  would  sell  a 
customer  a  portion  of  the  package,  of  course,  at  a 
slightly  advanced  price. 

1995.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  ? — For  a  waggon, 
or  waggon  stand.  Is. ;  for  a  cart,  9d. ;  for  a  pitching 
stand,  (yd. ;  oranges,  per  chest,  4d. ;  per  box,  2d. ; 
potatoes,  2d.  per  sack  ;  vegetables,  per  sack  or  basket. 
Id. ;  per  sieve,  ^d.  ;  for  watercre&s,  per  hamper,  2d. ; 
per  pad.  Id. ;  for  holly  or  evergreens,  for  every 
waggon  or  waggon-stand,  2s. ;  and  for  a  cart  or 
pitching  stand,  U.  Persons  who  pay  rent  pay  no 
toH  whatever  upon  any  goods  entering  the  market. 

1996.  What  are  these  sieves  of  vegetables  that  you 
mentioned  ? — A  **  sieve  "  b  supposed  to  contain  half 
a  bushel ;  it  is  a  trade  term. 

1997.  What  are  the  "  pads  "  ?— A  ''  pad  *'  contains 
about  half  the  quantity  that  a  hamper  contains ;  but 
this  is  a  varying  amount.  A  hamper  sometimes  con- 
tains as  much  as  2  cwt.  and  as  little  as  ^  cwt.  Then 
in  addition  to  the  accommodation  given  to  tenants, 
there  are  men  employed  by  the  Corporation  who  put 
the  waggons  into  tlieir  positions  for  the  people 
bringing  them,  without  any  charge  whatever.  At 
other  markets,  I  believe  the  charge  is  about  Is.  a 
load  for  patting  the  van  into  position. 


1998.  What  are  the  rentals,  and  what  do  they 
include  ? — The  shops  and  stands  vair  very  much  in 
tiize,  and  their  value  is  somewhat  affected  by  their 
position  in  the  market.  1  will  endeavour  to  convey 
to  you  by  the  following  figures  a  fair  idea  of  the 
average  rentals.  In  all  cases  the  measurements  are 
per  foot  superficial.  The  two  principal  shops  contain 
an  area  of  182  feet  each.  With  each  shop  there  is 
a  covered  stand,  84  feet  and  a  vault  410  feet,  for  a 
weekly  rental  of  23*.,  or  Id.  or  lj|^.  per  foot  per 
week  for  ground  area,  exclusive  of  the  vault.  Other 
shops  are  396  feet,  with  a  covered  stand  84  feet,  and 
vault  410  feet,  at  a  weekly  rental  of  22s.  6^.,  or 
^d.  per  foot  per  week  for  ground  area,  exclusive  of 
vault.  There  are  others  containing  210  feet  at  a 
rental  of  6s.  per  week,  or  ^d.  per  foot  weekly.  Then 
there  are  covered  stands,  100  feet,  at  6*.  per  week  in 
the  best  positions,  and  4s.  6d.  per  week  in  others, 
or  iid.  and  i^d.  per  week  respectively.  The  stands 
in  the  centre  of  the  market  contain  190  feet,  and  are 
let  at  5s.  per  week  each,  or  -,^.  per  foot  per  week. 
A  waggon  paying  Is.  is  entitled  to  occupy  a  pitching 
stand  in  addition,  or  a  total  area  of  260  feet,  or  ^. 
per  fbot  per  d^.  Pitching  stands  contain  100  feet, 
for  a  charge  of  6d.  per  day,  or  ^.  per  foot  per 
day. 

1999.  What  have  been  the  receipts  from  tolls 
during  the  last  five  years?— In  1883,  694/.  I0s.9d.;  m 
1884,  653/.  7s.  6d. ;  in  188o,  578/.  Os.Ud.;  in  1886, 
522/.  1*.  7d. ;  and  in  1887,  507/.  14#. 

2000.  Showing  a  decrease  ?— Yes,  of  about  26  per 
cent. 

2001.  Can  yon  explain  the  causes  of  the  decrease  ? 
— A  great  many  new  markets  have  sprung  up  in  the 
metropolis.  There  is  a  new  market  at  the  Midland 
Railway  Station  now  (or,  rather,  it  is  a  depdt ;  it  is 
not  a  market),  whern  a  great  quantity  of  goods  are 
sold.  I  may  say  that  the  rental  has  slightly 
decreased. 

2002.  {Mr.  Childers.)  How  much  is  it  ?— About 
1,500/.  last  year.  The  average  for  the  last  five  years 
is  1,538/. 

2003.  {Chairman.)  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  tell  us 
in  ^vhat  ratio  the  tolls  stand  to  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  sold  in  the  market  ? — In  the  absence  of 
any  official  return  as  to  prices,  together  with  the 
value  of  the  ^^oods  varying  so  much  from  day  to  day, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  give  other  than  a  misleading 
ccmparison  in  answer  to  that  question.  As  an 
instauce,  I  have  known  goods  to  make  Is.  Sd.  per 
score  on  a  Wednesday,  and  on  the  following  Monday, 
the  very  same  articles  could  not  realise  2d.  per  score. 
I  have  also  known  v^etables  to  fetch  from  4s.  to 
4s.  6d.  per  bushel  at  one  time,  which  at  another  time 
would  not  realise  4d.  per  bushel. 

2004.  {Chairman.)  You  do  not  think,  therefore, 
that  it  is  possible  to  make  out  an  average  for  the 
year? — Tt  would  be  impossible. 

2005.  From  whence  are  the  supplies  for  this 
market  drawn  ? — P^rom  all  parts  of  the  world. 

2006.  What  districts  does  it  supply  ? — Principally   • 
an  area  of  20  miles  in  and  about  London,  in  addition 
to  many  provincial  towns,  especially  north   country 
towns  during  the  fruit  season. 

2007.  Is  the  market  wholesale? — Both  wholesale 
and  retail. 

2008.  What  are  the  market  days  ?— The  market  is 
open  for  business  on  every  day  except  Sundays ;  but 
Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays  are  the  recognised 
market  days>  and  are  the  busiest  days. 

2009.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  with  reference 
to  the  market  ? — I  have  had  now  and  again  complaints 
as  to  its  approaches,  situation,  and  construction ;  but 
the  Corporation  are  now  rearranging  the  Central 
Markets  at  Smithfield,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
fer there  of  this  market. 

2010.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Do  you  collect  the  rentals  ? 
— They  are  collected  by  my  chief  clerk. 

201 1.  And  the  tolls  ?~And  the  tolls. 

2012.  Do  you  pay  any  expenses  ? — I  pay  the 
working  expenses  of  the  market  for  wag^  simply. 
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2013.  Do  joa  know  what  the  net  income  of  the 
market  is  aflter  paying  expenses  ? — I  do  not. 

2014.  You  know  nothing  ahout  what  may  be  called 
the  finance  of  the  market  ? — T  do  not.  That  would 
be  answered  by  the  Chamberlain. 

2016.  (Mr,  Harwood,)  I  think  it  would  be  im- 
portant for  us  to  get  the  income  of  the  market,  if  you 
can  give  it  to  us  ? — I  should  not  like  to  state  it  from 
memory,  but  I  can  supply  i*,  afterwards.  The 
Chamberlain  would  be  able  to  give  you  that  informa- 
tion. 

2016.  A  former  witness  gave  us  5/.  14«.  per  cwt. 
a8  the  wholesale  price  for  salmon,  and  you  speak  of 
5/.  12«.  per  cwt.  as  the  retail  price  ;  how  do  you 
account  for  the  difference? — ^In  my  prime  fish  I 
include  three  or  four  other  kinds  of  fish.  The  5/.  14«. 
IS  a  quotation  for  Balmon  alone*  It  is  a  group  of 
prime  fish  that  I  have  been  speaking  of,  and  not 
simply  of  salmon.  If  I  quoted  salmon  alone,  I  might 
possibly  be  able  to  put  that  at  1«.  ^d,  a  lb.  the  year 
through. 

2017.  (Chairman,)  We  understand  that  you  are 
also  the  clerk  of  the  Smithfield  Hay  Market  ? — I  am. 

2018.  And  you  have  been  so  for  nine  years? — I 
have. 

2019.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  the 
Markets  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
London. 

2020.  And  you  have  been  instructed,  we  under- 
stand by  the  Corporation  to  attend  here  and  give 
evidence  as  regards  this  market  also  ? — I  have. 

2021.  Where  is  the  market  situated  ?~In  West 
Smithfield  iu  the  City  of  London. 

2022.  What  is  its  area  ? — Its  area  is  not  limited. 
It  is  held  in  the  streets  around  Smithfield.  There  is 
no  map  of  the  market  in  existence,  but  I  have  a  plan 
(producing  U),  It  is  held  in  that  space  where  the 
old  live  cattle  market  was.  There  is  no  defined  area 
to  the  market.  We  use  the  streets  as  we  require  the 
space. 

2023.  Is  the  market  exclusively  for  the  sale  of  hay 
and  straw  ? — ^Tes. 

2024.  And  by  wholesale  ?— Tes. 

2025.  How  is  the  business  conducted  ? — By  sales- 
men entirely,  who  sell  principally  upon  commission. 

2026.  What  are  the  tolls  charged  ?  —  6d.  per 
load  upon  hay;  no  toll  is  charged  for  straw,  but  leL 
is  charged  for  entering  the  sale  of  both  hay  and 
straw. 

2027.  In  addition  to  the  toll?— In  addition  to  the 
toU. 

2028.  What  b  done  if  the  hay  is  not  sold  ?— In 
that  case  no  toll  whatever  is  charged  upon  it. 

2029.  If  it  is  brought  there  and  taken  away  unsold, 
no  toll  is  charged  upon  it  ? — No  toll  whatever. 

2030.  I  presume  there  are  no  rentals  ? — ^'Iliere  are 
no  rentals  whatever. 

2031.  Are  there  any  stands? — ^The  carts  simply 
take  up  positions  one  against  the  other  and  make 
their  own  stands. 

2032.  In  short  the  market  is  held  in  the  streets  ?-* 
In  the  public  streets. 

2033.  What  have  been  the  receipts  from  tolls 
during  the  last  five  years? — ^In  1883  they  were 
201/.  7#.  6^.;  in  1884,  171/.  17#.;  in  1885, 
162/.  13#.  6d.i  in  1886,  145/.  9#.;  and  in  1887, 
134/.  4#.  6d. 


2034.  Showing  a  decrease  of  about  33  per  cent  ?—         Mr. 
Yes,  that  is  in  consequence  of  so  much  trade  now     If.  £f unman 
being  done  at  tlie  various  railway  termini  in  London.  -^ 

A  great  deal  of  the  hay  and  straw  trade  is  conducted    ^  ^®^'  ^^^**- 
at  the  railway  termini. 

2^35.  In  what  ratio  do  the  tolls  stand  to  the  prices 
of  the  commodities  sold  in  the  market  ? — The  prices 
vary  very  considerably ;  but  I  find  that  a  fair  average 
for  a  load  of  hay  of  36  trusses,  taking  the  year 
through,  would  be  about  85s, ;  and  the  toll  being  6</., 
with  \d,  for  entry  per  load,  would  give  about  TTrTir^^*'^ 
or  '00686,  as  the  ratio  which  the  toll  bears  to  the 
price  of  the  commodity. 

2036.  What  would  you  take  a  load  of  straw  at  ? — 
At  about  S5s, 

2037.  You  have  told  us  that  there  is  no  charge  for 
straw,  except  Id.  for  entry  ? — That  is  so,  which  gives 
^l^th  or  *  00238,  as  the  ratio  which  the  charge  bears 
to  the  price  of  the  commodity. 

2038.  Have  you  any  official  returns  as  to  the 
prices  ? — Yes. 

2039.  And  from  those,  I  presume,  you  have  taken 
the  statement  which  you  give  us  ? — ^I  have. 

2040.  From  whence  are  the  supplies  for  the  market 
drawn  ? — From  all  parts  of  Great  Britain,  and  fre- 
quently from  abroad. 

2041.  What  districts  does  the  market  supply? — 
Principally  the  Metropolitan  area. 

2042.  Is  the  market  entirely  wholesale  ? — Entirely. 

2043.  What  are  the  market  days? — Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday. 

2044.  And  those,  I  presume,  are  tlie  days  upon 
which  business  is  done  ? — ^Those  are  the  only  days  on 
which  business  is  done. 

2045.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  with  reference 
to  the  market  ? — ^None. 

2046.  Does  the  Corporation  provide  any  accom- 
modation of  any  kind  for  people  attending  the 
market  ? — No. 

2047.  Therefore,  however  small  the  charge  may 
be,  nothing  is  given  in  return  for  it  ? — ^Nothing  at  all; 
neither  is  there  in  Cumberland  Market  nor  in  White- 
chapel  Market.  Those  are  the  three  hay  markets  in 
London,  and  there  is  no  accommodation  whatever 
given  there. 

2048.  (Mr,  LUiU)  You  say  that  there  is  a  charge 
of  Id.  for  entering  the  sale  of  hay  and  straw ;  that 
entry  is  the  record  of  the  transaction,  is  it  ? — That  is 
the  record  of  the  transaction. 

2049.  Then  it  is  there  for  reference  ?— It  is  there 
for  reference.  The  entry  contains  the  name  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  goods  are  consigned,  whom  thej 
are  sold  by,  whom  they  belong  to,  to  whom  they  are 
sold,  the  residence  of  the  person  buying,  and  the  price 
realised.    It  is  the  same  in  the  other  hay  markets. 

2050.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  any  of 
these  sales  in  your  market  represent  sales  of  larger 
quantities,  that  is  to  say,  that  a  man  produces  a  load 
of  hay  and  sells  it,  and  then  bargains  for  the  sale  of  a 
larger  quantity? — He  sells  a  whole  rick  by  one  load. 
All  hay  markets  are  the  same  in  that  respect,  whether 
they  belong  to  the  Corporation  (mt  whether  they  are 
private  markets. 

2050a.  (Chairman,)  They  all  become  sample 
markets  ? — ^Yes,  frequently  a  whole  rick  is  sold  by 
one  load 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 
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ROYAL   COMMISSION  ON  HABKET  BIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


At  No,  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


NINTH  DAY. 


Friday,  24th  February  1888. 


PBESENT : 


The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  thb  Chaib. 


Mr.  F.  a 

Brovmfield, 
24  Feb.  1888, 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 
Sir  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  William  C.  Litti-k. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary, 


Mr.  Frederick  C.  Brownfield  examined. 


2051.  {Chairman.)  You  hold  an  oflSce  in  connexion 
with  the  Shadwell  Fish  Market,  do  you  not  ? — Yes ; 
I  am  market  clerk,  and  I  have  been  secretary  of  the 
company  since  its  formation. 

2052.  When  was  the  company  formed  ? — In  1883. 

2053.  Was  it  formed  under  Parliamentary  powers  ? 
— Under  Parliamentary  powers  by  a  private  Act  of 
1882. 

2054.  Will  you  tell  us  why  powers  were  sought  to 
establish  that  market  ? — They  were  primarily  sought 
in  order  to  supply  the  accommodation,  which  was 
admittedly  inadequate  at  Billingsgate  Market  as  a 
waterside  market.  The  question,  according  to  my 
information,  arose  as  far  back  as  1868,  when  the 
Corporation  of  London  had  under  consideration  the 
necessity  of  providing  additional  accommodation  at 
Billingsgate,  and  they  advertised  for  sites  suitable  for 
a  new  market.  The  Surveyor  of  the  Limehouse 
District  Board  of  Works  on  that  advertisement  re- 
ported to  his  Board  the  advantages  of  the  river-iide 
site  at  Shadwell  which  he  considered  was  a  natural 
site  for  a  fish  market.  His  suggestion  was  approved 
by  his  Board,  and  a  petition  was  presented  by  that 
Board  to  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  asking  that 
body  to  adopt  that  site  ;  but  no  action  was  taken  by  ' 
the  Court  of  Common  Council.  The  Corporation  in 
1871  applied  to  Parliament  and  obtained  power  to 
enlarge  Billingsgate  and  the  works  were  completed 
in  1877  at  an  expense  of  nearly  300,000/.  In  1880 
Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  the  Inspector  of  Fbheries,  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
Stato  for  the  Home  Department,  after  taking  much 
evidence  made  a  report  on  the  destruction  of  fish  at 
Billingsgate  in  consequence  of  the  alleged  inadequate 
accommodation  at  that  place.  This  report  was  sent 
to  the  Corpc  ration  who  in  the  same  year  appointed  a 
Special  Committee  to  consider  the  very  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  accommodation  at  Billingsgate.  The 
Special  Committee  held  a  public  inquiry  and  examined 
many  witnesses.  They  reported  that  the  railway 
rates  among  other  things  operated  prejudicially  against 
the  supply  at  Billingsgate ,  that  the  approaches  to  the 
market  were  insufficient ;  that  the  area  of  the  market 
was  totally  insufficient ;  that  one  wholesale  market  was 
required,  and  that  the  market  should  be  at  the  water 
side ;  and  that  Billingsgate  would  be  desirable  for  a 
waterside  market,  provided  that  the  site  of  the  Custom 
House  could  be  acquired  or  the  wharves  adjoining 
could  be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the 
vans  and  carts  attending  the  market.  After  much  dis- 
cussion the  Corporation  determined  to  ask  Parliament 
for  power  to  construct  an  inland  fish  market,  which 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  need  declared  to  exist 
by  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  and  the  building  of  the  Cen- 
tral Fish  Market  was  the  outcome  of  that,  leaving  the 
question  of  improvang  Billingsgate  quite  in  abeyance. 
In  1881  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  had,  at  the 
instigation  of  the  Home  Secretary,  taken  up  the  question 
of  the  fish-market  accommodation  of  the  metropolis. 


The  Board  decided  that  the  Billingsgate  Market  was 
inadequate,  and  that  the  deficiency  of  market  accom- 
modation had  a  bad  effect  in  limiting  the  supply  and 
increasing  the  charges  on  the  fish.  The  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  also  gave  evidence  that  the  authority 
given  to  the  Corporation  by  Charter  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  was  out  of  date,  and  was  against  the 
interests  both  of  the  fishing  people  and  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  metropolis.  The  advantages  of  the 
Shadwell  site,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  addi- 
tional fish'  market  accommodation,  were  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  ; 
but  the  committee  to  which  the  matter  had  been 
referred  recommended  them  to  approve  a  site  in 
Blackf riars  Road,  between  Southwark  Street  and  Park 
Street  (which  was  inland  again)  for  a  fish  market,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  about  830,000/.  This  report  was 
received  by  the  Board,  who  took  no  further  steps  in 
the  matter.  Many  important  meetings  were  held  in 
the  East  End  about  this  time,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  adverse  decision  of  the  Corporation  and  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  the  question  arose  as  to 
some  one  quite  independent  taking  up  the  matter  and 
forming  a  public  fish  market.  Mr.  Hewett,  tlie 
managing  director  of  Hewett  and  Company,  which  is 
the  biggest  fishing  company  in  the  world,  and  who 
own  the  largest  fleets,  entered  very  warmly  into  the 
question,  and  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  go  to 
Parliament  to  obtain  powers  for  a  new  market,  stating 
at  that  time  that  everything  was  so  bad  at  Billingsgate 
that  it  simply  operated  prejudicially  against  both  the 
supply  and  the  demand.  He  went  to  Parliament  for 
powers,  and  a  Bill  and  plans  were  accordingly  pre- 
pared and  duly  deposited  to  construct  this  fish  market 
at  Shadwell,  with  proper  and  sufficient  accommodation 
and  approaches  in  every  way.  The  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  20th  of 
February  1882. 

2055.  Was  there  any  opposition  ? — Yes,  very  strong 
opposition. 

2056.  On  the  part  of  whom  ? — Of  the  Corporation. 
That  was  the  only  opposition  I  may  say. 

2057.  Was  this  an  entirely  private  company, 
unconnected  with  any  public  or  municipal  body  ? — 
Quite  so. 

2058.  In  fact  it  may  be  said  that  the  fish  trade 
themselves  took  up  the  matter  ? — ^Yes,the  largest  com- 
pany in  the  fish  trade  took  it  up,  and  petitions  were 
presented  by  thousands  of  fishermen  and  coster- 
mongers  and  buyers  generally.  The  Bill  was  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of 
which  Mr.  W.  H.  Gladstone  was  Chairman,  and 
the  Bill  was  before  the  Committee  eight  days,  from 
the  15th  to  the  24th  of  March  1882,  in  consequence 
of  the  active  opposition  of  the  Corporation  of  the  city 
of  London.  The  preamble  was  declared  to  be  proved, 
and  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  on  the  17th  of 
April  1882.  The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  May  the  2nd,  and  j:^ferred  to  a 
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Select  Committee,  which  sat  on  the  15th,  16th,  19thy 
and  20th  of  June,  when  the  Chairman  stated  that  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  was  proved;  but  that  if  the 
Corporation  wished  to  bring  forward  a  clause,  giving 
the  Corporation  compulsory  powers  of  purchase  of  the 
new  market,  the  committee  would  be  willing  to  con- 
sider it.  In  the  result,  two  clauses  were  inserted  in 
the  Bill,  one  giving  full  compensation  to  the  Corpora- 
tion for  all  loss  and  injury  which  they  might  sustain, 
by  reason  of  the  establishment  and  continvation  of  the 
market  at  Shadwell,  and  the  other  giving  power  to 
the  Corporation,  within  six  months  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act  upon  payment  of  the  taxed  costs  incurred  by 
the  promoters  in  obtaining  the  same,  to  have  trans- 
ferred to  them  all  the  powers  of  the  Act.  The  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  on  June  the  29th. 
The  Bill  was  sent  down  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  on  Monday,  the  10th  of  July,  the  Lords'  amend- 
ments thereto  were  taken  into  consideration.  They 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Commons,  without 
a  division.  On  Friday,  July  the  J 4th,  the  Bill  again 
came  before  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  to  which  the  House  of  Commons 
had  disagreed.  Their  lordships  agreed,  without  a 
division,  not  to  insist  on  the  amendments,  and  the 
Bill  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  the  24th  day  of 
July  1882.  Seventeen  petitions  from  the  vestries  and 
local  authorities  in  the  Metropolis,  including  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  were  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  praying  that  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  the  clauses  inserted  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  for  compulsory  powers  of  purchase  by  the 
Corporation,  who,  up  to  that  time,  had  done  very 
little,  of  course,  to  improve  the  accommodation  at 
Billingsgate.  Afler  the  autumn  recess  the  company 
was  formed,  and  a  prospectus  issued  by  the  directors. 

2059.  Was  there  any  diflSculty  in  obtaining  the 
capital? — ^At  first  there  was,  but  a  large  sum  was 
subscribed  in  the  East  of  London,  though  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  directors  in  going  to  allot- 
ment. An  attempt  was  afterwards  made  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds ;  an  influential  board  of  directors 
was  formed,  principally  of  men,  I  may  say,  connected 
with  the  East  End  of  London  all  their  lives,  a 
sufficient  capital  was  subscribed,  and  the  directors 
went  to  allotment.  The  plans  and  ^eciiications  of 
the  market  building  were  prepared,  and  the  contract 
was  given  to  Messrs.  Mowlem  and  Company,  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  taking  great  interest  in  the 
whole  concern  from  its  commencement;  in  fact  he 
drove  the  first  pile  of  the  market,  and  the  market  was 
opened  for  business  on  the  9th  of  November  1885. 

2060.  We  understand  that  a  second  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  necessary  ? — The  second  Act  of  Parliament 
Mas  simply  for  powers  for  an  extension  of  time.  The 
first  Act  of  Parliament  imposed  a  limit  of  time,  and 
we  went  to  Parliament  for  a  second  Act,  in  order  to 
obtain  an  extension  of  those  powers.  That  was  only 
a  small  Act, 

2061.  What  is  the  amount  of  capital  vnth  which 
the  company  started  ?— 87,000/. 

2062.  Where  is  the  market  situate  ? — ^The  market 
itself  is  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below 
London  Bridge,  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  out  of  the 
action  of  the  tide,  well  suited  for  vessels  to  lie  in 
whilst  discharging  their  cargoes.  The  frontage  of  the 
market  to  the  river  is  224  feet,  which  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  froritago  at  Billingsgate ;  and  the  ground 
area  is  22,000  feet,  which  is  also  in  excess  of  the 
accommodation  at  Billingsgate.  The  market  area 
defined  by  our  Act  of  Parliament  consists  of  four  acres 
and  a  half  against  the  Billingsgate  market  within  the 
'^our  walls  ;  they  have  no  market  area  defined. 

2063.  How  is  this  four  and  a  half  acres  appropriated 
if  the  actual  space  occupied  by  the  market  is  only 
22,000  feet  ? — That  is  the  covered  space  for  the  sales- 
meA  ;  but  it  is  also  necessary  in  a  market  in  order  to 
provide  any  decent  accommodation  at  all  to  have  a 
certain  amount  of  paved  space  for  standing  room  for 
vans  and  buyers  and  i^ailway  vans  which  now  of  course 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned  are  all  within  our  market 


area  and  not  in  the  public  streets  at  all.     At  Billings-      Mr.  F.  C. 
gate  of  course  tho  standing  room  is  in  Lower  Thames      BrownfUld. 
Street.  • 

2064.  Then  you  have  no  occasion  to  use  the  open    24  Feb^J^P. 
streets  at  all  for  your  market  purposes  ? — Not  at  all. 

2065.  I  think    you  are  prepared  to  explain  why 
your  company  consider  that  the  market  affords  more 
conveniences  than  other  existing  markets  ? — ^Yes.    We 
say  that  the  market  is  more  convenient  to  everybody 
concerned,   and  in   the    first  place  to  the  steamboat 
companies  bringing  fish  to  London.     We  are  a  mile 
and  A  half  lower  down  the   river  than  Billingsgate 
thereby  escaping  the  very  difficult  navigation  of  the 
Upper  Pool  where  a  tremendous  lot  of  damage  occurs 
every  year.     This  is  not  improved  by  the  works  of 
the  Tower  Bridge,  at  present  in  progress,  and  wo  have 
heard  only  last  week  of  one  or  two  complaints  of  very 
heavy  damage  being  done  there.     So  that  it  is  not  only 
a  question  of  time  saved  to  the  steamers,  but  it  is  also 
a  question  of  lessening  the  risk  of  damage.     In  the 
second  place  the  railway  companies  without  exception 
have  given  us  in  reply  to  questions  information  that 
they  would  infinitely  prefer  delivering  any  quantity 
of  fish  to  Shadwell  rather  than  to  Billingsgate,  for  the 
reason  that  at  Shadwell  there  is  plenty  of  room  for 
their  vans  to  stand  without  causing  any  complaint, 
and  that    when    the    vans   are    unloaded    they  can 
get  away  again  immediately.     That  is  not  the  case 
at  Billingsgate.     Sometimes  they  are  blocked  there, 
even  after  being  unloaded  and  sold,  for  the  space  of  an 
hour  or  two,  and  it  is  impossible  for  a  van  to  get  away. 
In  the  third  place  we  say  that  the  Shadwell  market  is 
more  convenient,  simply  from  experience  and  from 
what  we  have  learned  from  the  people  attending  the 
market,  prijicipally  costermongers.     They  say  that  it 
is  advantageous  to  them   for  this  reason  :  they  have 
told  me  personally  that  they  can   get  to   Shadwell 
Market  at  6  o'clock  and  buy  a  load  of  fish  and  get  to 
their  homes  or  shops,  and  they  can  get  back  again  to 
Shadwell  at  8  o'clock  and  buy  another  load.    That 
must  of  necessity  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  those 
men,  and  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of  impossibility  for 
them  to  do  that  at  Billingsgate  market.    Those  are 
the  three  points  that  we  wish  particularly  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  your  lordship  and  the  commission. 

2066.  I  presume  from  what  you  have  stated  that 
the  Shadwell  Market  supplies  all  the  accommodation 
that  is  necessary  not  only  now  but  for  any  increase  of 
trade  that  could  be  reasonably  expected  ?  —  Quite 
adequate ;  in  fact  at  the  present  moment  we  ore  in 
this  position  :  that  Shadwell  Market  has  provided  all 
this  accommodation  and  we  are  simply  awaiting 
development.  Up  to  about  a  twelve  month  ago,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  other  new  markets,  the  very 
existence  of  Shadwell  Market  has  been  studiously 
ignored ;  but  latterly  it  has  been  more  a  question  of 
some  means  being  taken  to  prevent  fish  coming  to 
Shadwell  Market. 

::;;  2067.  We  have  had  it  stated  by  a  witness  that  fish 
landed  at  Shadwell  is  frequently  sent  to  Billingsgate 
owing  to  its  not  being  purchased  at  Shadwell ;  is  that 
so  ? — ^No,  I  must  seriously  refute  that  altogether.  I 
may  explain  that  it  does  not  matter  where  a  waterside 
market  is ;  even  if  it  were  situated  at  Greenwich  the 
wholesale  buyers  and  the  middlemen,  whom  we  call 
bommarees  in  the  trade,  would  go  to  Greenwich  or 
anywhere  else  to  buy  this  prime  fish,  and  they  may 
take  it  to  Billingsgate  or  anywhere  else  to  sell  it 
again;  but  it  has  never  happened  that  it  has  gone 
there  because  it  could  not  be  sold  in  Shadwell  Market. 
It  would  be  sold  there  first  wholesale  but  no  one 
could  control  where  it  would  be  resold  retail.  The 
whole  quantity  of  fish  that  has  ever  come  to  Shadwell 
Market  has  met  with  a  ready  sale  without  any 
necessity  for  its  being  condemned,  except  the  most 
fractional  part  which  has  come  up  in  bad  condition  ; 
but  no  fish  has  ever  been  condemned  at  Shadwell 
for  want  of  purchasers.  Of  course  in  the  case  of 
Billingsgate  Market  the  whole  of  the  fish  that  is  sold 
there  wholesale,  or  at  least  the  greater  part  of  the 
prime  fish,  is  re-sold  to  middlemen,  ^^  ^ 
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Mr  F.  C.  2068.  Can  you  give  ub  the  weight  of  the  fish  sold  at 

Bf<iwnfidi     Shadwell  Market  in  1887?— Tes;    the  quantity  in 

--:  1887  was  just  upon  17,000  tons,  of  a  value  of  about 

24  Feb.  1S8S.     14(5^000/. ;  and  the  authorities  at  Shadwell  Market, 

looking  at  tho  fact  that  this  is  a  new  market,  consider 

that  as  no  inconsiderable  amount. 

2069.  You  have  told  us  in  your  answers  to  the 
questions  that  the  average  annual  expenditure  during 
the  three  years  ended  in  1887  was  about  2,000/.  ?— 
That  is  so,  and  the  average  receipts,  I  may  say,  were 
about  level  with  that. 

2070.  You  mean  that  there  is  no  return  to  the 
shareholders  ? — There  is  no  return  at  present  to  the 
shareholders. 

2071.  What  are  the  tolls  and  rents  charged?— I 
would  submit  to  the  Commission  a  copy  of  the 
schedule  of  tolls.  They  are  as  follows:— For  every 
row-boat  with  river  fish  U.  Od. ;  for  every  vessel  not 
exceeding  5  tons  (measurement),  1*.  0^. ;  not  exceeding 
10  tons,  2s.  Od.  ;  not  exceeding  20  tons,  4-«.  Od. ;  not 
exceeding  30  tons,  7s.  Od.;  not  exceeding  60  tons, 
lOs.  Od.  ;  not  exceeding  75  tons,  15*.  Od. ;  not 
exceeding  100  tons,  20s.  Od.;  exceeding  100  tons, 
then  for  every  ton  and  part  of  a  ton,  3d.  On  vans, 
oarts,  and  other  vehicles  laden  with  fish,  if  they  have 
twp  wheels  the  toll  is  Is.  Od.  each ;  exceeding  two 
wheels,  2s.  Od.  each.  The  stallages  to  be  charged  in 
the  market  are  at  a  rate  calculated  on  the  superficial 
area  of  each  stall  or  standing,  not  exceeding  6d.  per 
foot  per  week.  They  are  the  maximum  tolls  that  ai-e 
allowed  by  our  Act  of  Parliament,  but  at  the  present 
time  they  are  not  charged  to  that  extent.  For 
instance,  the  maximum  rental  allowed  to  be  charged 
is  6d.  per  foot,  but  the  charge  now  being  made  is  4cf. 
per  fi>ot. 

2072.  Are  the  tolls  and  rents  lower  or  higher  than 
hi  Billingsgate  Fish  Market  ? — ^Much  lower.  I  cannot 
speak  from  my  own  knowledge  as  to  the  exact  rents 
and  tolls  being  charged  now,  but  they  were  about 
half  those  charged  at  Billingsgate  at  the  time  they 
wer6  framed. 

2073.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Would  you  be  good  enough 
to  state  why  it  was  necessary  to  go  to  Parliament ; 
was  it  in  order  to  obtain  compulsory  powers  ? — Yes, 
to  obtain  power  to  establish  this  market,  because  we 
were  opposed  strongly  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
of  London. 

2074  Did  you  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the 
Corporation  ? — Yes,  probably  we  did. 

2075.  And  you  went  to  Parliament  to  obtain  power 
in  that  respect  ? — ^We  went  first  of  all  to  obtain  power 
to  establish  this  market  which  would  probably  inter- 
fere with  the  Corporation  when  established. 

2076.  That  does  not  quite  answer  my  question. 
Why  was  it  necessary  to  get  Parliamentary  powers  to 
establish  a  market  ? — Simply  because  the  accommoda- 
tion at  Billingsgate  was  totally  insuflficient. 

2077.  But  why  was  it  necessary  to  get  power  from 
Parliament  to  do  it;  have  you  not,  like  any  other 
trnde,  power  to  establish  a  market  without  going  to 
Parliament  unless  you  interfere  with  existing  rights  ? 
—  There  was  a  right  of  the  Corporation  by  the 
charter  of  Edward  III. 

2078.  That  charter  of  Edward  III.  was  held  to 
include  Shadwell  ? — Yes,  quite  so ;  they  said  that  no 
one  could  establish  a  market  within  a  certain  distance, 
and  that  Shadwell  was  within  that  distance. 

*  2079.  What  was  the  distance?  —  I    cannot    tell 
exactly. 

2080.  How  far  are  you  from  Billingsgate  ? — A 
mile  and  a  half  down  the  river. 

2081.  And  you  do  not  know  how  far  the  Corpora- 
tion's charter  is  held  to  extend  ? — ^No,  except  that  I 
know  it  is  s  great  deal  further  than  that.     They  s 
within  10  miles,  I  think. 

2082.  {Mr.  Elton.)  Was  it  not  7  miles  ?— I  was 
under  the  impression  that  it^was  10  miles. 

2083.  {Mr.  Childers.)  At  any  rate  you  had  to  go 
to  Parliament  to  get  power  to  overnde  the  old 
charter  ? — Quite  so. 


2084.  Was  it  also  necessary  tor  you  to  get  compul- 
sory power  to  take  land  ? — It  was. 

2085.  And  those  two  were  the  reasons? — Those 
were  the  reasons. 

2086.  {Mr.  Little.)  What  accommodation  do  you 
give  in  return  for  this  rent  of  4</.  per  foot  of  standing 
room  as  compared  with  that  given  at  Billingsgate  ? — 
It  is  simply  providing  standing  room  for  the  sale  of 
any  quantity  of  fish  that  may  come. 

2087.  Do  you  provide  no  stalls  or  counters  ? — They 
may  erect  stidls. 

2088.  But  you  do  not  find  them  ?— No. 

2089.  Do  you  supply  water  and  gas  ? — Yes. 

2090.  You  provide  similar  accommodation  to  that 
which  is  provided  at  Billingsgate  ? — ^Precisely. 

2091.  And  the  same  sorts  of  fish,  I  suppose,  come 
to  Shadwell,  and  in  about  the  same  proportions  as  to 
Billingsgate  ? — ^Yes,  exaetiy  the  same  from  the  North 
Sea,  and  all  round  tiie  coast. 

2092.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Did  the  Corporation  claim 
compensation  ? — ^Yes. 

2093.  And  did  they  get  it  ?— No. 

2094.  {Mr.  Harwoad.)  You  said  that  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  why  another  market  was  required, 
was  that  there  was  a  great  destruction  of  fish  in 
Billingsgate ;  could  you  tell  us  how  that  destruction 
of  fish  arose  ? — ^The  principal  reason  was,  the  difficulty 
of  getting  fish  in  and  out  of  Billingsgate  Market,  and 
the  frequnnt  utter  impossibility  of  getting  it  into 
Billingsgate  Market.  The  place  was  simply  glutted, 
and  Messrs.  Hewett  and  Co.,  who  were  the  largest 
carriers  who  took  the  fish  there,  stated  on  oath  tiiat 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  the  fish  into 
Billingsgate  Market,  and  that  when  it  was  got  into 
Billingsgate  Market  they  could  not  get  it  out  again. 
Consequentiy  the  trade  was  stifled.  That  was 
Mr.  Hewetf  s  evidence. 

2095.  Then  when  the  London  Corporation  set  up 
their  plea  of  interruption  of  the  market  or  a  rival 
market,  it  was  held  by  the  authorities  that  the  Charter 
of  Edward  III.  was  obsolete  ? — Quite  so. 

2096.  And  that  was  sanctioned  by  Parliament  ?— 
It  was  sanctioned  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

2097.  And  they  got  nothing  for  their  interruption  ? 
— Nothing. 

2098.  {Mr.  Little.)  Who  held  that  it  was  obsolete? 
It  was  argued  that  it  was  obsolete,  but  it  was  not 
declared,  was  it  ? — I  take  it  that  the  House  must  have 
held  it. 

2099.  (Mr.  Childers.)  By  giving  no  compensation  ? 
— By  allowing  the  London  Riverside  Fish  Market 
Company's  Bill  to  pass  without  compensation.  It  was 
opp<»ed  by  the  Corporation  for  some  time  very 
actively  in  Committee,  and  this  latest  decision  which 
has  been  given,  as  to  tolls  being  levied  at  all  in  Lower 
Thames  Street  by  the  Corporation,  touches  of  course 
the  authorities  at  Shadwell  Market.  Tolls  have  been 
so  levied  up  to  the  present,  but  Justices  Stephen  and 
Wills  in  their  decision  on  the  26th  July  1887,  stated 
that  the  Corporation  had  no  power  at  aU  to  levy  tolls 
in  Lower  Thames  Street  it  being  a  public  street,  and 
they  having  no  market  area  defined. 

2100.  {Mr.  Ckarrington.)  Are  you  aware  what  is 
the  proportion  of  condemned  fish  at  Shadwell  and  at 
Billingsgate  respectively  ? — I  do  not  know  that  that 
has  been  worked  out.  The  quantity  of  our  fish  last 
year  was  16,653  tons,  and  the  total  quantity  con- 
demned was  fllx>ut  seven  tons. 

2101.  {Mr*  Elton.)  In  your  first  answer  about 
Billingsgate  you  seemed  to  count  Lower  Thames 
Street  as  being  part  of  the  market  area,  or  as  being 
used  as  such  ? — I  do  not  do  so,  the  Corporation  do. 

2102.  But  you  said  that  the  standing  place  for 
Billingsgate  Market  (or  something  to  that  effect)  is 
Lower  Thames  Street  ? — Quite  so. 

2103.  Since  then  you  have  referred  to  a  recent 
decision,  which  did  not  seem  to  relate  to  using  itYor 
standing  but  only  as  to  charging  tolls? — Besides  that, 
it  is  expressed  in  the  decision  that  it  is  simply  a 
market  being  held  in  a  public  street,  which  is  against 
all  law. 
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2104.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  against  all  laws  ? 
— Quite  80. 

2105.  But  markets  are  hcid  in  the  puhlic  streets  in 
most  towns  in  England,  are  they  not  ? — ^Tbat  is  not 
within  mj  experience.  I  say  tliat  Shadwell  Market 
has  been  provided  exactly  to  find  that  accommodation 
which  has  not  been  found  before. 

2106.  You  did  not  mean  to  express  that  it  was 
against  the  law  ? — ^No. 

2107.  Who  was  it  that  you  said  studiously  ignored 
Shadwell  Market  till  lately  ? — ^^The  principal  salesmen 
in  Billingsgate  Market  I  take  it. 

2108.  Do  you  suppose  that  they  would  be  interested 
in  the  Corporation  rights  ? — I  cannot  say  that. 

2109.  Or  was  it  that  it  was  a  new  market,  and  they 
took  some  time  to  take  to  it  ? — It  is  not  altogether 
that.  There  has  always  been  ti*emendous  opposition 
whenever  the  question  of  a  new  market  has  been 
mentioned.  They  hold  that  one  market  only  is 
essential  as  a  wholesale  market.  Of  course  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  say,  but  I  suppose  it  is  a  question  of 
property  held  probably  in  Lower  Thames  Street.  Jt 
may  be  naturally  from  interested  motives. 

2110.  It  is  almost  natural  in  tho  case  of  a  market 
that  there  should  be  an  opposition  to  the  setting  up  of 
a  rival  market  very  close  to  it;  that  is  a  question 
which  always  arises,  is  it  not,  on  the  establishing  of  a 
new  market  ? — ^Perhaps  so  ;  I  cannot  say,  because  this 
IS  the  first  waterside  market  which  has  been  established 
in  London  in  opposition  to  Billingsgate. 

2111.  But  you,  having  experience  in  founding  a 
market,  would  be  aware  that  there  must  be  an  inquiry 
whenever  a  market  is  set  up  very  close  to  an  existing 
market,  as  to  whether  it  is  too  close,  without  neces- 
sarily raising  any  of  these  questions  of  obsoleteness  of 
rights  or  of  their  being  conferred  by  Royal  Charter  ? 
— Quite  so. 

2112.  Then  it  would  be  necessary,  without  there 
being  any  great  peculiarity  about  the  Corporation 
rights,  for  an  inquiry  to  be  held  whether  this  market 
was  too  near  an  existing  market  ? — Quite  so. 

2113.  And  that  without  any  reference  to  compen- 
sation ? — ^Tes. 

2114.  So  that  the  inquiry  may  have  done  some 

?ood,  even   though   no  compensation   was  given? — 
^uite  so. 

2115.  This  market,  I  understand  (which  I  have  no 
doubt  is  a  very  good  one  from  what  you  have  said), 
is  within  a  very  small  distance  of  Billingsgate  Market  ? 
—Within  a  mile  and  a  half. 

2116.  Is  that  a  very  small  distance? — I  should  say 
that  it  was. 

2117.  I  do  not  want  to  ask  hypothetical  questions, 
but  I  take  it  that  the  sum  of  what  you  have  been 
saying  is  that  in  the  case  of  any  existing  fish  market, 
whether  it  had  been  founded  by  an  ancient  King  or 
not,  there  must  have  been  an  inquiry  ad  to  whether  it 
would  be  wise  to  set  up  another  market  within  a 
mile  and  a  half;  and  that  would  of  course  all  turn 
upon  the  question  whether  that  market  satisfied  the 
requirements  and  wants  of  the  trade  ? — It  was  proved 
that  it  did  not  do  so. 

2118.  I  was  meaning  by  my  question  to  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  practical  business  question, 
and  not  an  antiquarian  question,  about  obsolete  rights 
or  charters  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — Quite  so. 

2119.  The  area  of  the  market  goes  to  the  stream ; 
does  the  market  area  go  below  high  water  mark;  does 
it  take  in  any  of  the  river  ? — No,  simply  to  the  front 
of  the  market. 

2120.  Clause  11  of  the  byelaws  provides  that,  <<  The 
**  master  of  any  vessel  lying  in  the  stream,  though 
**  not  moored  alongside  the  market,  laden  with  fish,. 
''  and  from  which  vessel  fish  is  delivered  or  sold 
''  within  the  market  area,  shall  be  liable  to  the  toils 
"  of  the  market."  What  is  the  exact  meaning  of  the 
words  "  fish  sold  within  the  mark et  area  "  ?  Supposing 
that  the  fish  is  sold  on  a  fishirg  vessel,  that  is,  outside 
the  market  area,  would  that  make  it  liable  to  toll  ? — I 
should  say  that  if  she  came  alongside  the  market,  if 


she  was  moored  alongside  the  market  or  the  next 
vessel,  she  would  be  liable  to  toll. 

2121.  But  I  understand  that  if  it  is  just  outeide  the 
area,  and  they  buy  on  the  ship,  then  they  would  not 
be  liable  to  toll  if  the  sale  is  completed ;  that  is  to  say, 
if  you  sell  and  I  buy,  and  you  deliver  me  a  herring, 
or  whatever  the  process  might  be,  then  you  would  not 
be  liable  to  the  tolls  ? — The  fish  on  the  vessel  must 
come  into  the  market.  It  would  not  be  unloaded  from 
the  ship  and  sold  into  the  river;  that  never  is  so. 
That  is  the  interpretation  that  I  should  put  upon  it. 

2122.  That  may  be  so,  but  it  seemed  as  if  it  said 
the  opposite,  and  I  wished  to  make  sure  whether  it 
was  that  if  sold  in  the  market  area  it  pays  toll,  and  if 
sold  outside  it  does  not  ?^I  should  say  that  if  any  fish 
was  sold  from  the  stream  before  it  came  into  the 
market  it  would  not  pay  toll. 

2122a.  Clause  26  is:— ''No  fish  shall  be  brought 
'*  within  the  market  area  other  than  by  vessels,  vans, 
''  carts,  or  other  vehicles,  except  with  the  special  con- 
"  sent  of  the  clerk  of  the  market."  Is  that  against 
porte]*s'  tinicks  and  barrows,  and  that  sort  of  thing, 
being  used,  or  what  is  the  object  of  confining  it  to 
vessels,  vans,  carts,  and  other  vehicles,  and  what  sort 
of  vehicles  are  intended?  The  reason  why  I  am 
asking  the  question  is,  to  ascertain  whether  any  class 
of  persons  with  wheelbarrows  and  that  sort  of  thing 
are  forbidden  by  tliat  clause  to  bring  fish  into  the 
market  area  ? — No,  1  do  not  know  of  any. 

2l22/>.  It  seems  as  if  it  was  confining  fish  caixying 
to  the  owners  of  a  particular  class  of  vehicle ;  would 
it  exclude  small  trucks  and  costermongers'  trollies,  and 
that  sort  of  thing  ? — No,  I  do  not  myself  know  what 
is  the  importance  of  that. 

2123.  Do  you  know  of  any  occasion  on  which  the 
clerk  of  the  market  has  given  special  consent  to  any 
other  sort  of  vehicle  being  admitted  ? — Not  yet. 

2124.  {Mr,  HartDood.)  When  you  spoke  of  the  in- 
quiry which  you  said  was  held  as  to  this  market,  and 
as  to  the  charter  of  Edward  III.  being  obsolete,  were 
vou  then  intending  to  give  us  your  general  and  special 
knowledge  as  to  what  distance  one  market  must  be 
from  another,  before  it  became  a  rival  market  ? — No. 

2125.  Or  were  you  telling  us  your  experience  and 
knowledge  in  connexion  with  this  specific  market  and 
no  other  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  what  I  should  wish  to  tell 
you. 

2126.  You  are  not  a  specialist  in  this  matter  ? — Not 
at  all. 

2127.  And  you  do  not  know  what  might  be  the 
case  if  another  rival  market  were  set  up  ? — No.  My 
instructions  are  to  give  the  Commission  every  possible 
information,  and  by  that  means  to  bring  to  their  notice 
the  fact  of  the  establishment  of  a  market  afibrding 
every  facility  that  is  possible  for  any  amount  of  trade, 
and  doing  away  witn  that  want  of  accommodation 
which  now  exists,  and  always  has  existed,  at  Billings- 
gate Market. 

2128.  What  is  your  opinion  about  free  markets? — 
I  think  that  I  am  only  expressing  the  ideas  of  the 
authorities  of  Shadwell  Market  when  I  say  that  their 
great  endeavour  will  be  to  remove  to  the  utmost  all 
tolls  upon  fish  coming  into  the  market,  their  feeling 
being  that  no  tax  whatever  if  passible  should  exist 
upon  fish  coming  in.  Therefore^  so  soon  as  Shadwell 
Market  may  be  in  a  position  to  pay  its  working 
expenses  and  interest  on  the  money  employed,  I 
believe  that  the  authorities  of  the  market  would  be 
anxious  to  do  away  with  any  tolls  whatever.  The 
expenses  of  course  would  have  to  be  paid  if  the 
market  were  owned  by  any  local  authority. 

2129.  {Chairman.)  Including  of  course  a  fiiir  return 
upon  the  capital? — ^Including  interest  upon  the 
capital  employed. 

2130.  Is  there  anything  further  you  wish  to  add  ?— 
I  would  point  out  the  ratio  borne  by  the  tolls  charged 
to  the  value  of  the  fish  brought  into  the  market  last 
year.  The  amount  of  tolls  altogetlier  was  460/.  upon 
147,445/.  worth  of  fish,  which  would  mean  a  toll  of 
\d.  on  every  pound's  value,  or  6*.  3rf.  per  cent. ;  so 
that  at  the  prenent  moment  th^  tolls  are  reduced  very 
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low  in  comparison  with  other  markets.  The  question 
of  the  market  being  held  at  all  in  the  public  street 
can  hardly  by  any  possibility  ever  arise  at  Shadwell 
Market  for  diis  reason  :  that  besides  the  4^  acres 
which  hay«  been  devoted  as  the  area  for  the  market, 
the  Fish  Market  Company  is  in  possession  of  5  acres 
freehold  land  besides  that,  which  could  be  added  if 
necessary  to  the  market  area. 

2131.  Therefore  there  is  room  for  any  conceivable 
increase  of  traffic  ? — ^There  is  room  for  any  possible 
increase  we  take  it  that  may  happen ;  and  4J  acres 
of  open  space  is  much  more  than  they  have  now  at 
Billingsgate  Market.  I  would  point  out  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  arguments  used  by  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  in 
moving  for  this  Royal  Commission,  have  been  really 
answered  by  the  authorities  at  Shadwell  Market ;  and 
they  look  upon  this  Royal  Commission  as  affording  a 
very  i'avourable  opportunity  for  this  question  to  be 


made  more  public,  because  to  a  certain  extent  that 
has  not  been  the  case. 

2132.  To  what  question  do  vou  refet  ? — To  the 
question  about  an  additional  market.  The  public  are 
not  sufficiently  informed  as  to  the  fact  of  a  market 
of  this  extent  being  already  established.  Of  course, 
so  far  as  benefiting  the  senders  of  fish  is  concerned,  it 
is  a  difficult  matter  to  obtain  the  fish  from  them, 
because  they  are  not  altogether  free  agents  in  the 
matter.  Fishermen  cannot  send  their  fish  to  any 
market  they  please.  That,  of  course,  is  in  con- 
sequence of  mortgages  being  on  their  smacks  and 
money  lent.     I  suppose  that  would  hold  anywhere. 

2132a.  Is  there  ftny  through  traffic?  —  I  might 
mention  that  there  is  no  through  traffic  past  Shad- 
well Market.  The  nearest  thoroughfare  is  High 
Street,  Shadwell,  and  this  four  and  a  half  acres  of 
market  area  is  all  below  that,  ne&rer  the  river. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr,  E.  Bider 
Cook, 


Mr.  E.  RiDBB  Cook  examined. 


2133.  {Chairman,)  You  are  chairman,  I  under- 
stand, of  the  Shadwell  Fish  -Market  Company  ? — 
I  am. 

2134.  We  have  heard  from  the  secretary  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  that  company  was  formed, 
and  we  need  not  go  into  that  alone,  unless  you  have 
any  matter  that  you  wish  specially  to  bring  before 
us  ? — ^I  have  nothing  at  all  that  I  wish  specially  to 
bring  before  the  Commission  on  that  point. 

2135.  We  have  understood  from  the  secretary  that 
the  Shadwell  Market  was  established  on  account  of 
Billingsgate  Market  being  found  insufficient  for  the 
increase  of  the  traffic  ;  you  confirm  that  ?  —  Yes, 
perfectly. 

2136.  We  have  had  it  also  stated  that  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  creating  this  company,  was  opposed  by 
the  Corporation  of  London ;  that  the  opposition  was 
overcome,  and  that  no  compensation  was  granted  for 
the  loss  of  that  monopoly  ;  is  that  so  ? — That  is  so. 
The  opposition  of  the  Corporation,  I  may  say,  was  a 
very  strenuous  one  indeed.  It  was  defeated  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  first  instance,  and  then 
they  obtained  a  clause,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which 
we  felt  to  be  exceedingly  prejudicial.  It  went  back 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  where  again  it  was  fought 
by  the  Corporation,  and  eventually  the  obnoxious 
clause  was  removed. 

2137.  Do  you  confirm  what  has  been  stated,  that 
there  is  ample  room  at  Shadwell  for  any  possible 
increase  of  traffic? — Ample  room.  We  have  some- 
thing like  8  acres  of  land  ;  and  at  the  present  time 
we  do  not  trench  at  all  upon  the  public  highways,  the 
whole  of  the  business  of  the  market  being  done 
within  the  area  of  the  market  property. 

2138.  How  are  your  tolls  as  compared  with 
Billingsgate  ? — The  tolls  are  fixed  by  a  schedule  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  at  the  present  time  we  are 
taking  about  one  half  of  those  tolls ;  that  is  to  say, 
1  believe,  that  the  tolls  in  our  schedule  are  less 
than  the  tolls  at  Billingsgate,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
practice,  we  are  charging  one  half  of  the  tolls  that  we 
have  power  to  charge. 

2139.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  fish  have  been 
brought  to  Shadwell,  and  taken  away  from  Shadwell 
again,  because  of  the  impossibility  of  finding  pur- 
chasers ;  have  you  ever  known  that  to  occur  ? — 
Never.  I  will  not  say  that  fish  has  not  been  taken 
from  Shadwell  to  Billingsgate,  but  it  has  simply 
been  because  there  were  buyers  at  Billingsgate, 
who  did  not  get  what  they  wanted  at  Billingsgate, 
and  who  came  down  to  Shadwell  to  supply  their 
requirements ;  but  it  has  never  been  because  the  fish 
has  not  been  sold  at  Shadwell.  I  might,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  add  that  I  have  been  living  in  the  East  of 
London  the  whole  of  my  life,  and  that  I  can  dis- 
tinctly observe  that  the  establishment  of  the  Shadwell 
Fish  Market  has  c|*eated  a  nunjber  of  additional  fish 


shops,  where  common  fish,  such  as  plaice  and  haddocks 
is  sold  very  largely  amongst  the  poor  ;  and  I  have  an 
opinion,  amounting  almost  to  a  conviction,  that  we 
have  largely  increased,  by  the  establishment  of  the 
fish  market,  the  consumjrtion  of  fish  amongst  the  poor 
people  in  the  East  of  London.  I  may  say  that  the 
whole  of  the  Directors,  with  myself,  look  upon  this 
matter  more  as  a  philanthropic  scheme  than  as  a  com« 
mcrcial  enterprise.  I  would  not  say  that  we  have  no 
hopes  in  the  future  of  receiving  some  reward  for  what 
we  are  doing,  but  at  present  we  are  working  entirely 
without  pay  or  remuneration  of  any  kind ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  I  know  of  any  Board  of  directors  where 
the  attendance  is  more  regular,  and  attention  better 
given  than  by  the  gentlemen  who  compose  our  Board, 
who  are  doing  it  purely  without  remuneration  of  any 
kind. 

2140.  Are  you  paying  your  shareholders  anything  at 
present  ? — No,  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not 
paid  them  anything. 

2141.  Do  you  think  that  what  you  have  done  has 
had  any  eflfect  in  lowering  the  price  of  common  fish  ? 
— Certainly,  in  bringing  it  into  the  homes  of  the 
people,  and  I  fancy  that  it  has  had  the  effect  of 
lowering  the  price  to  the  consumer,  by  doing  away 
with  the  middleman.  The  costermongers  come  to 
Shadwell  with  their  barrows  and  carts,  and  buy  two 
or  three  trunks  of  fish  ;  they  go  at  once  into  the  lanes 
and  narrow  streets,  and  sell  the  fish  ;  and  owing  to  the 
facilities  of  getting  to  and  from  Shadwell,  it  is  not  at 
all  an  uncommon  thing  for  the  same  men,  having  sold 
one  barrow-full  of  fish  before  breakfast,  to  come  back 
again  at  8  or  half-past  8  or  9  o'clock  and  get  a  second 
barrow-full.  I  believe  the  efifect  of  that  has  been  that 
while  the  price  realised  by  the  fishermen  has  been  quite 
as  good  at  Shadwell  as  it  is  at  Billingsgate,  the  consumer 
gets  his  fish  direct  from  the  costermonger,  who  buys  it 
under  the  hammer  at  Shadwell,  at  a  much  lower  price 
that  when  it  goes  through  the  intermediate  hands. 

2142.  {Mr.  EUon,)  I  think  the  secretary  did  not 
tell  us  what  was  the  nature,  generally  speaking,  of  the 
prejudicial  and  obnoxious  clause  which  the  House  of 
Lords  put  in  and  the  House  of  Commons  threw  out  \ 
what  was  it  directed  to  ? — I  would  rather  not  speak 
from  memory  as  to  that,  but  I  will  send  the  pai-ticulars 
of  it  in  writing,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so.  I 
merely  referred  to  it  in  this  connexion  in  order  to 
show  the  great  fight  that  we  had  to  go  through. 

2143.  Was  it  obnoxious  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  interests  of  the  Shadwell  Company  ? — I  was  not 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  and  my  knowledge 
has  been  acquired  since ;  but  my  impression  is  that 
the  clause  was  to  give  the  Corporation  some  control, 
in  some  way  or  other,  over  the  market  which  the 
promoters  thought  would  be  oboxions  to  their  interests. 

2144.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  little  strong  to 
accept  the  epithet  "  obnoxious  "  without  knowing  to 
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whom  it  was  obnoxious  ? — I  shall  be  perfectly  willing 
to  supply  the  Commission  with  the  full  particulars  of 
the  clauses.  I  am  merely  dealing  \vith  it  in  order  to 
show  the  expense  to  which  we  were  put  in  establish- 
ing our  market. 

2145.  With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  fish  shops 
among  the  poor,  we  are  happy  to  hear  that  the  con- 
sumption is  increasing.  May  I  ask  whether  it  is 
among  the  English  poor  or  among  the  foreign  poor  ? 
I  should  say  amongst  all  the  poor.  I  go  through  the 
High  Street  at  Bow  every  day  and,  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  market,  in  Bow  and  in  Stratford, 
where  there  are  not  many  foreign  poor,  where  the 
inhabitants  are  mainly  English  and  Irish,  I  have 
observed,  one  after  another,  little  shops  seUing  fish ; 
and  as  at  the  present  time  most  of  the  fish  that  comes 
to  Shadwell  comes  in  Messrs.  Hewett's  steamers, 
I  have  been  enabled  to  identify  the  fish  by  seeing 
boxes  outside  the  shops  with  the  word  "  Hewett " 
printed  on  them  ;  therefore  I  knew  thac  those  people 
who  were  opening  a  new  fish  shop  were  getting  the 
fish  from  Shadwell  Market. 

2146.  That  explains  what  I  was  going  to  ask  ;  it  is 
fresh  fish,  and  not  fried  fish? — It  is  fresh  fish.  I 
cannot  trace  the  dried  fish  or  the  smoked  fish,  or  the 
fried  fish,  because  the  dealers  in  those  articles  do  not 
expose  the  fish  outside  in  the  same  way  that  the  others 
do. 

2147.  The  Jewish  population  is  increasing  in  the 
parts  of  which  you  speak  in  the  East  End,  is  it  not  ? 
— ^Not  quite  so  far  east  as  Bow  and  Stratford,  the 
district  that  I   am  more  familiar  with.     In  White- 

hapel  and  St.  George's-in-the-East  I  should  say  that 
the  Jewish  population  is  increasing  rapidly. 

2148.  (Mr.  Charrington,)  And  in  Mile  End  also  ? 
— And  in  lilile  End  also. 

2149.  {Mr,  Elton.)  The  point  of  my  question  was 
whether  the  increase  of  the  fish  shops  corresponded  to 
the  increase  of  the  Jewish  population  there,  or 
whether  there  was  a  new  development  of  the  fish 
trade  among  the  poor  English  population? — My 
impression  is  that  there  is  a  new  development  of  the 
fish  trade  among  thtj  poorer  Englisii. 

2150.  {Chairman.)  How  is  the  fish  sold  at  Shad- 
well ? — The  whole  of  the  fish  at  Shadwell  is  sold  under 
the  hammer,  there  is  no  private  dealing  at  all ;  so 
that  if  a  dealer  at  Billingsgate  or  at  the  Central  Fish 
Market  wants  a  particular  kind  of  fish  he  can  come 
and  bny  it  at  Shadwell  in  the  open  market.  Nobody 
knows  who  he  is,  and  he  puts  his  money  down  and 
takes  the  fish  away.  If  ho  wishes  to  take  it  away  for 
re-sale  he  does  so. 

2151.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  Then  tliere  are  no  salesmen 
purely  as  such  at  Shadwell,  but  the  fish  is  all  sold  by 
auction  ? — It  is  all  sold  by  auction.  There  are  sales- 
men who  bny  it  by  auction  and  then  sell  it  again,  but 
the  whole  of  the  fish  as  it  comes  out  of  the  steamers 
goes  on  to  an  inclined  way  with  little  rollers ;  it  runs 
down  to  a  table  and  is  there  sold,  and  the  cash  paid 
by  the  buyer ;  and  then  it  is  carried  away  and  put 
into  tnicks  or  carts  or  barrows. 

2152.  {Sir  James  Carry.)  Do  you  find  the  trade 
increasing  ? — ^The  trade  is  increasing  in  this  respect : 
that  the  number  of  buyers  of  fish  is  continually 
increasing,  that  is  to  say,  there  are  new  men  coming 
day  by  day  to  the  market.  The  trade  is  not  increasing 
absolutely,  because  we  are  entirely  dependent  upon 
Messrs.  Hewett  for  the  water-borne  fish.  The  only 
fish  that  comes  to  the  iparket  by  water  comes  by  their 
steamers,  and  the  quantity  cannot  increase  until  some- 
body else  brings  some  more  fish ;  but  we  are  perfectly 
certain  that  if  there  were  three  times  the  amount  of 
fish  brought  there  it  would  be  sold. 

2153.  Are  we  to  understand  that  Mr.  Hewett  is  the 
only  one  who  brings  fish  to  the  market  by  water  ? — 
Yes. 

2154.  Has  he  not  a  large  fleet  of  steamers  ? — Yes, 
a  large  fleet.  He  brought  between  16,000  and  17,000 
tons  of  fish  to  the  market  last  year  ;  that  is  an  average 
of  about  300  tons  a  week  which  is  sold  there.  I  may 
say  that  we  do  get  other  fish.     One  of  my  colleagues, 
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Mr.  Hart,  and  myself,  seeing  that  th«re  were  no  sales*    Mr.  E.  Rider 
men  to  receive  land  carried  fish,  have  started  a  littlo  Cook. 

firm  on  our  own  account  as  Cook,  Hart,  and  Company, 

and  we  receive  fish  on  consignment  from  the  coast  by       

railways,  which  we  also  s^  under  the  hanuner  in 
exactly  the  same  way.  We  had  yesterday  nine  rail- 
way vans  of  fish  consigned  to  us  from  Grimsby,  which 
shows  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  owners  of 
fish  on  the  coast  to  get  a  market  other  than  Billings « 
gate  market. 

2155.  {Mr.  Little.)  Can  you  tell  us  the  reason  why 
Mr.  Hewett  is  the  only  person  who  sends  sea-borne 
fish  to  Shadwell  market  ? — That  involves  a  little  of 
the  history  of  the  market  altogether.  Mr.  Hewett,  as 
a  large  bringer  of  fish  to  London,  found  that  he  was 
very  much  handicapped  at  Billingsgate  by  what  is 
commonly  called  the  Billingsgate  King,  and  that  he 
very  often  was  unable  to  sell  his  fish,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Shadwell  Market.  When  the 
company  was  formed  they  naturally  wished  to  have 
some  certainty,  and  they  made  an  agreement  with 
Mr.  Hewett  that  the  whole  of  his  fish  was  to  come  to 
Shadwell  when  the  market  was  constructed.  The 
agreement  that  the  company  have  with  Mr.  Hewett  is 
that  for  40  years  he  shall  not  take  fish  anywhere 
except  to  Shadwell.  So  that  the  establishment  of  the 
Market  was  an  act  of  hostility  to  Billingsgate,  and  we 
were  dependent  upon  Mr.  Hewett  in  the  first  instance. 
The  people  connected  with  Billingsgate  Market 
naturdly  resent  the  establishment  of  the  Shadwell 
Mtu-ket  and  are  endeavouring  to  do  all  that  they  can 
to  prevent  our  being  a  success,  and  they  will  not  do 
anything  they  can  to  help  us  by  bringing  fish  to  us. 

2156.  By  the  agreement  that  you  have  with 
Mr.  Hewett  to  send  his  fish  to  you,  are  you  bound  to 
refuse  the  fish  of  any  other  person  ? — Not  at  all.  We 
are  anxious  to  get  all  the  fish  we  can. 

2157.  By  whom  is  the  inspection  of  the  fish  made  ? 
— By  the  local  authority. 

2158.  Not  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company  ?  —  I 
should  not  like  to  answer  that  question.  I  know  the 
inspection  .is  hj  the  local  authority.  I  aiu  not  quite 
certain  whether  the  Fishmongers'  Company  send  an 
inspector  down. 

2159.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Putting  the  water-borne  and 
:he  land-borne  fish  together,  about  what  is  your  present 
tonnage  ? — About  300  tons  a  week. 

2160.  That  is  between  15,000  and  16,000  tons  a 
year  ? — It  is  rather  over  16,000  tons,  it  is  about  17,000 
tons. 

2161.  So  that  you  have  reached  practically  now 
about  one-seventh  or  one-eighth  of  the  whole  tonnage 
of  Billingsgate  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so. 

2162.  And  you  are  increasing  steadily  though 
slowly  ? — I  can  hardly  say  that  we  are  increasing.  We 
are  slightly  increasing,  but  it  is  not  enough  to  speak 
of  as  an  increase.  If  our  little  firm  of  Cook,  Hart,  and 
Company  get  three  or  fonr  tons  a  day,  it  really  does 
not  mount  up  to  much  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  but  we 
are  increasing  the  number  of  people  sending  fish  to  the 
market  through  establishing  a  second  business  there. 

2163.  Speaking  in  quite  general  terms,  is  your 
accommodation  suflicient  for  two,  or  three,  or  four 
times  as  much  business  as  you  do  now  ? — Our  present 
accommodation  is  sufBcient  for  four  times  as  much, 
and  by  pulling  down  property  which  is  our  own, 
and  which  is  let  mainly  on  weekly  and  yearly 
tenancies,  we  could  double  our  present  acommodation 
without  any  difficulty  at  all  without  applying  to 
Parliament. 

2164.  But  with  your  present  accommodation  un- 
changed you  could  accommodate  half  the  business  at 
Billingsgate  ? — Yes,  quite ;  we  could  accommodate  the 
whole  of  the  business  of  Billingsgate,  because  we 
have  a  much  larger  area  than  BiUingsgate. 

2165.  Without  adding  to  the  structural  acconunoda- 
tion  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

2166.  Do  you  know  ihe  grounds  upon  which  the 
Corporation  opposed  your  Bill  ? — Simply  to  support  a 
monopoly,  I  take  it.    They  claimed  a  monopoly  in  fish     ^ 
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Mr,E,Jfidor  something  like  Sir  Julian  Gk>ld8mid  claims  in  the  case 
^"^  of  vegetables. 

2167.  That  was  the  technical  and  legal  ground ; 
but  the  practical  ground  I  suppose  was,  tluit  they 
afforded  sufficient  accommodation? — ^I  suppose  that 
would  be  so.  They  got  a  locus  statuii  I  expect  before 
the  Houses  of  Farliament  on  the  ground  that  they 
claimed  to  have  this  market  monoply. 

2168.  But  in  the  evidence  which  they  adduced,  do 
you  remember  whether  they  argued  that  there  was 
sufficient  accommodation  afforded  by  themselves  ? — I 
would  rather  not  speak  on  that  matter,  because  at  that 
time  I  was  not  connected  with  the  promoters  of  the 
market.  The  promoters  of  the  Bill  having  got  their 
Bill,  sought  someone  to  form  the  market  company, 
and  to  take  an  interest  in  that,  and  they  applied  to  me 
and  to  my  friend  liilr.  Oharrington  and  to  others,  to 
form  a  Board  to  work  the  Act,  which  they  had 
obtained ;  and  therefore,  without  refreshing  my 
memory  with  the  records  of  what  took  place,  I  should 
not  like  to  give  any  positive  evidence  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings beK>re  the  Houses  of  Parliameur. 

2169.  All  that  you  know  of  it  is  from  conversation  ? 
— Yes,  and  I  have  always  taken  a  very  great  deal  of 
interest  in  market  questions.  When  I  had  the  honour 
of  representing  North-west  Ham,  I  went  largely  into 
the  question  of  the  establishment  of  the  Stratford 
Vegetable  Market  there  by  the  Great  £astern  Com- 
pany, and  the  question  of  the  interference  by  Sir 
Julian  Goldsmid  with  the  establishment  of  the  market 
at  Stratford.  I  had  to  go  into  that  matter  closely  on 
behalf  of  the  stall-holders  of  the  Stratford  Market, 
and  having  always  occupied  somewhat  of  a  public 
position  in  the  £ast  of  London,  I  have  taken  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  the  markets  question,  and  therefore 
I  was  led  by  that  interest  rather  than  from  any  idea 
whatever  of  making  any  money  out  of  the  Shadwell 
Market,  to  take  up  the  Act  when  other  people  had 
obtained  it. 

2170.  From  what  experience  you  have,  both 
generally  and  specifically,  are  you  in  favour  of  the 
establishment  of  markets  being  an  open  right  to 
anybody?— Decidedly.  My  feelinfi;  about  a  market 
is  that  a  market  is  for  the  benefit  oF  the  masses  of  the 
people,  and  that  if  anybody  wished  to  open  a  market 
no  one  ought  to  have  a  right  to  prevent  his  doing  so. 

2171.  In  your  opinion  the  ancient  idea  of  its  being 
good  policy  to  give  market  monopolies  is  out  of  date  ? 
— That  seems  to  me  to  be  so,  certainly  in  the  interests 
of  the  poor.  I  was  bom  and  have  been  bred  amongst 
the  poor  people  of  the  east  of  London,  and  I  know  the 
struggle  that  they  have  to  live,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
anything  ought  to  interfere  witli  their  getting  food  in 
the  cheapest  possible  way. 

2172.  It  might  be  I  suppose  that  markets  would  be 
established  which  did  not  pay,  and  which  involved 
considerable  loss  to  those  who  promoted  them;  but 
you  would  say,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  advantage 
of  the  open  market  was  greater  ? — ^Yes,  the  loss  would 


be  to  the  people  who  promoted  them  if  they  had  not 
judgment  enough. 

2173.  (Mr,  Charrington.)  I  do  not  think  we  had 
any  interference  on  the  part  of  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  ? 
— No,  but  the  Billingsgate  Market  claimed  an  analogous 
right  over  fish  to  that  which  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid 
claims  over  vegetables. 

2174.  {Mr,  Elton)  Do  you  know  about  Sir  Julian 
Goldsmid's  claims  from  personal  knowledge  ? — ^Tes,  I 
had  to  go  into  the  question  largely  when  I  was  repre- 
senting North-west  Ham,  where  the  matter  arose. 

2175.  {Mr,  ChUders.)  On  the  whole,  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy  you  would  distinctly  nay  that  all  market 
monopolies  ought  to  be  abolished  ?— I  think  so,  in  the 
interest  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  I  look  upon  a 
market  as  being  only  a  big  shop,  and  if  a  man 
establishes  a  shop  in  a  neighbourhood  where  there  is 
no  demand  for  the  goods  that  he  oflers  he  has  to  suffer 
the  loss  of  making  a  bad  speculation.  I  should  say 
the  same  with  reference  to  a  market,  that  if  any 
people  or  corporation  or  company  choose  to  establish  a 
market  and  it  does  not  answer,  it  simply  shows  that 
they  had  not  good  judgment  in  what  they  were  doing, 
and  they  must  suffer. 

2176.  Of  course  in  giving  that  answer  you  would 
carefully  reserve  any  question  of  vested  rights  ? — Yes, 
they  must  be  dealt  with  equitably  and  properly. 

2177.  But  on  the  abstract  question  you  would  think 
market  monopolies  as  much  out  of  date  as  old  guild 
privileges? — Quite  so;  and  with  regard  to  vested 
rights  I  think  that  in  estimating  the  old  vested  rights 
some  inquiry  ought  to  be  nude  into  the  nature  of 
those  rights  at  the  time  when  they  were  granted.  For 
instance,  speaking  of  the  Spitalfields  case,  I  do  not 
think  that  anybody  ever  could  have  contemplated 
when  those  rights  were  granted  that  they  should 
extend  into  another  county  like  Essex  from  Middlesex, 
and  to  a  place  which  then  was  a  very  small  village 
some  four  or  five  miles  away  from  London  across  the 
fields.  Yet  under  the  rights  which  were  granted 
when  Spitalfields  Market  was  established,  at  the 
present  moment  there  are  dues  being  levied  in  the 
borough  of  West  Ham,  which  is  across  the  River  Lea, 
in  Essex,  and  which  now  instead  of  being  a  little 
village  contains  a  population  of  nearly  200,000, 
many  of  whom  are  of  the  artisan  class,  and  engaged 
in  the  enormous  factories  which  there  are  in  that 
district. 

2178.  Your  remark  in  that  respect  only  bears  upon 
the  question  of  compensation,  and  not  at  all  upon  the 
general  question  of  open  markets  ? — Quite  so.  What 
I  wanted  to  convey  was  this  :  that  I  think  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  that  right  ought  to  be  termi- 
nated ;  and  as  regards  the  question  of  compensation 
for  it ;  while  of  course  we  do  not  want  to  take  anything 
that  belongs  properly  to  a  man  away  from  him,  I  think 
that  some  investigation  ought  to  be  made  as  to  what 
the  right  was  worth  when  it  was  originally  con- 
ferred, and  not  what  it  has  been  made  worth  by  other 
people. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr. 

H.  BMry. 


Mr.  BoBBRT  Baldrt  examined. 


2179.  {Chairman.)  I  think  you  are  the  clerk  and 
collector  of  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  ? — ^I  am. 

2180.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? — ^24 
years. 

2181.  By  whom  were  you   appointed? — ^By    the 
Corporation  of  London. 

2182.  And  we  understand  that  they  have  given  you 
instructions  to  attend  here  ? — ^They  have. 

2183.  Where  is    the  market  situated?  — To  the 
north  of  Islington. 

2184.  What  is  its  area? — ^A  little  over  75  acres. 

2185.  Of  which  the  market  proper  consists  of  how 
much  ?--15  acres. 


2186.  How  long  is  it  since  the  market  was  opened  ? 
'—It  was  opened  in  June  1855  ;  that  was  the  date  of 
the  first  entry  of  cattle. 

2187.  That  was  on  the  abolition  of  the  old  Smith- 
field  Market  ?— It  was. 

2188.  Will  you  tell  us  the  nature  of  the  market, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  carried  on  ? 
—It  is  a  market  for  the  reception  of  all  animals,  and 
business  is  done  in  this  way :  that  any  person  con- 
signing cattle,  or  wishing  to  have  cattle  or  animals 
of  any  kind  sold  at  the  market,  communicates  with  me 
on  the  day  prior  to  the  market  day  as  to  the  space  that 
he  will  require  to  be  allotted  to  him  in  the  market, 
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and  it  is  my  duty  to  attend  and  to  allot  such  place 
accordingly.  They  then  arrive  by  the  various  rail- 
ways, or  from  our  own  lairs,  which  are  in  immediate 
proximity  to  the  market,  or  from  the  neighbouring 
lairs  which  are  licensed  for  the  purpose. 

2189.  Are  there  private  lairs  in  the  neighbourhood  ? 
— There  are. 

2190.  What  animals  are  sold  there  ?— All  kinds  of 
beasts,  sheep,  calves,  and  pigs,  of  various  grades  as  to 
quality. 

2191.  And  horses  also? — And  horses  and  donkeys. 

2192.  At  what  time  in  the  morning  does  the  market 
open? — ^The  market  opens  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  for  cattle. 

2193.  What  is  the  time  of  closing  ? — Two  o'clock, 
with  an  hour  allowed  for  clearing,  which  makes  it 
three  o'clock. 

2194.  What  becomes  of  the  animals  that  are  not 
sold  ? — They  are  either  sent  to  neighbouring  lairs,  or 
they  are  placed  in  our  lairs. 

2195.  What  is  the  accommodation  in  the  market ; 
what  number  of  animals  will  it  hold  ? — The  market 
fully  set  will  hold  6,600  bullocks  and  36,000  sheep; 
but  that  is  close  work. 

2196.  And  the  lairs? — The  lairs  will  accommodate 
about  3,000  head  of  cattle,  and  10,000  sheep. 

2197.  What  is  the  largest  number  of  beasts  that 
have  been  in  the  market  on  any  one  day  ? — I  think 
38,000  sheep  and  10,000  beast. 

2198.  {Mr.  Little.)  Would  that  bo  a  Christmas 
market  ? — I  think  it  was  a  Christmas  market  when 
there  were  that  number  of  beasts,  but  not  when  that 
number  of  sheep  were  there ;  I  think  it  was  about 
June  in  the  case  of  the  sheep.  We  do  not  have  a 
large  supply  of  sheep  as  a  rule  at  the  Christmas 
market,  but  we  have  a  superabundance  of  beasts. 

2199.  (Chairman.)  The  Corporation  have  put  up 
slaughterhouses  we  understand  ? — They  have,  but  they 
do  not  themselves  slaughter. 

2200.  Are  the  drovers  under  the  charge  of  the 
Corporation  ? — In  the  market  the  drovers  are  under 
the  control  of  the  clerk  of  the  market. 

2201.  Are  they  charged  for  a  license? — They  are 
charged  5*.  on  their  application,  and  if  they  are  of 
good  character,  certified  by  householders  to  that  effect, 
they  receive  a  license  and  badge  for  that  sum. 

2202.  Is  there  any  limitation  to  the  number  ? — There 
is  no  limitation. 

2203.  Any  man  of  good  character  who  is  willing  to 
pay  for  his  license  can  get  it  ? — ^Tes,  there  is  no  limit 
whatever.  There  were  about  870  licensed  last  year. 
Formerly,  befcre  the  numbers  were  taken  away  from 
my  market,  if  I  may  presume  to  call  it  so,  to  Deptford, 
there  were  over  1,0U0. 

2204.  Are  the  animals  inspected  when  they  are 
brought  into  the  market  ? — They  are  inspected  per- 
sonally by  the  inspector,  who  is  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Corporation  of  London,  and  subject  to 
the  supervision  of  the  Privy  Council.  In  fact,  he  acts 
under  the  orders  of  the  Privy  Council  po  far  as  the 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  is  concerned. 

2205.  What  is  that  market  in  connexion  with  your 
market  which  is  known  as  the  scrap  market  ? — It  is 
an  offshoot  of  the  old  Smithfield  market.  Formerly 
there  used  to  be  what  was  called  a  pedlars'  market  at 
Smithfield,  and  when  that  was  removeii,  they 
gradually  drew  on  to  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market, 
and  there  they  lodged  in  the  roads  till  such  time  as 
the  Corporation  of  London  thought  that  it  was  right 
that  they  should  sell  their  produce,  small  as  it  might 
be,  in  what  is  called  market  overt,  that  is  to  say, 
market  proper  for  selling  things ;  and  that  came  into 
operation  in  the  year  1867. 

2206.  Can  you  put  in  a  table  showing  the  total 
number  of  cattle  brought  into  the  market  during  the 
last  10  years  ? — Yes  {handing  in  a  table). 

2207.  We  notice  from  this  table  that  the  number  of 
beasts  in  the  year  1878  was  239,000  and  over,  and 
in  1887  only  235,000 ;  can  you  explain  how  it  is  that 
there  has  been  rather  a  diminution  than  an  increase  ? 
—Yes.     Our  market  has  been  under  a  very  great  ban, 

U    55780. 


I  may  say  from  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  I*rivy  Mr, 

Council  upon  the  movement  of  cattle,  which  almost      ^*  ^f^dtt/. 

paralysed  our  market  for  a  time,  so  that  our  numbers        ^ 

have  faUen   off  considerably.     But  in   1884,    when    24Ffeb^K. 

England  was  declai-ed  by  the  Privy  Council  to  be 

free  from  foot  and  mouth  disease,  you  will  see  that  we 

began  to  look  up  a  little.     In  1884  we  had  163,000 

head  of  cattle,  and  when  the  restrictions  were  taken 

off  we  gradually  got  ou  to  192,000  in  1885. 

2208.  But  the  numbers  are  not  so  high  as  they  were 
some  years  ago  ? — ^No.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
my  market  was  half  destroyed  by  the  cattle  being  taken 
to  Deptford. 

2209.  That  I  suppose  accounts  for  the  diminution 
in  number  of  sheep,  pigs,  and  horses? — It  does 
not  apply  to  horses.  In  certain  years  I  think  the 
market  suffered  very  much  from  the  sheep  rot  which 
prevailed  in  the  country  districts,  and  which  carried 
off  great  numbers  of  sheep.  But  in  relation  to 
the  cattle  we  have  suffered  very  much  since  1867 
and  186^  and  1869  down  to  1884  from  the  various 
diseases  of  the  animals.  Heavy  restrictions  were  put 
upon  their  movement,  and  of  course  that  affected  the 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  very  materially. 

2210.  Can  you  tell  us  what  are  the  tolls  charged  ? 
— The  tolls  charged  are  6d.  per  head  on  bullocks ; 
l\d.  on  sheep  ;  Sd.  on  calves ;  l\d  on  pigs ;  7^.  on 
horses  ;  and  Sd.  ou  donkeys. 

2211.  In  what  ratio  do  those  tolls  stand  to  the 
prices  of  the  animals  sold? — ^That  is  scarcely  cal- 
culable in  regard  to  horses  and  donkeys.  But  in 
regard  to  cattle,  I  put  the  average  price  of  a  bullock 
at  18/.  in  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  at  the 
present  time.  The  toll  upon  that  would  bear  to  the 
present  price  a  ratio  of  about  y^,  the  total  being  6d. 
Taking  the  average  value  of  a  shsep  at  21.  6s.  a  toll 
of  lid.  per  head  would  come  to  about  ^^  of  the  price. 
With  regard  to  calves,  I  put  the  value  at  4/.  and  the 
toll  thereon,  which  \aSd.&  head,  will  amount  to  about 
^^  or  so  of  the  price.  Our  market  ever  since  the 
disease  broke  out  has  not  been  virtually  a  pig  market, 
although  we  have  accommodation  for  pigs,  for  this 
reason,  that  when  restrictions  came  so  heavily  upon 
the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  as  they  did,  the  trade 
was  diverted  and  went  to  various  surburban  and 
district  markets ;  and  ever  since  then  we  have  had 
but  few  pigs,  and  our  pigs  consist  principally  of  what 
are  called  small  porkers.  I  put  pigs  at  1/.  15*.  per 
head  and  the  toll  will  amount  at  1  jS.  to  about  ^\^  of 
the  price. 

2212.  Practically  in  all  tbose  cases  the  toll  is  quite 
an  inappreciable  addition  to  the  value  ? — It  is ;  thero 
is  no  tax  upon  the  consumer.  I  do  not  think  we 
charge  enough  to  make  it  pay  us ;  our  market  is  a 
losing  market. 

2213.  With  i-egard  to  horses  and  donkeys,  wo 
understand  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  price  is  so 
variable  that  it  is  impossible  to  take  an  average  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  so.     It  is  an  unimportant  item. 

22 1 4.  Have  you  any  official  returns  as  to  the  prices  ? 
— Yes;  I  furnish  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
the  Privy  Council  with  the  market-day  prices  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

2215.  How  do  you  obtain  your  information  ? — I  get 
that  by  inquiry  in  the  market  from  salesmen  and  from 
buyers,  and  I  take  an  average. 

2216.  Under  those  circumstances  you  cannot  of 
course  ensure  absolute  accuracy  ? — No,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  do  that ;  but  so  far  as  I  am  able 
I  take  an  average  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

2217.  From  what  countries  or  districts  are  the 
supplies  for  this  market  drawn  ? — From  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  also  at  the  present  timo 
from  Canada  and  fi-om  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

2218.  From  the  countries  that  are  not  scheduled  ? 
— From  all  the  countries  that  are  not  scheduled. 

22 1 9.  And  the  animals  from  the  scheduled  countries, 
I  suppose,  go  to  Deptford  ? — They  do. 

2220.  What  districts  are  supplied  from  the  market  ? 
— That  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  trade.  We 
used  to  supply  the  north  a  good  deal,  bat  noa;,  trade  is  ^ 
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Mr.  80  bad  that  we  do  not^  and  consignors  send  direct  now 

/?.  Baldrif.      ^  f^Q  north  instead  of  sending  to  us ;  but,  as  a  rule,  we 

4  Feb"i888     ^^PP^X  *^  ^®  Midland  counties,  Staffordshire,  War- 

'        *    wickshire,  Lancashire,  and  Yorkshire  ;   and  in   the 

autumn  we  supply  the  watering  places,  and  also  Kent 

and  Surrey,  where  there  is  no  grazing  at  that  time  of 

the  year ;  and  parts  of  Suffolk  we  supply. 

2221.  What  are  the  market  days  ? — Mondays  and 
Thursdays ;  and  Fridays  for  horses  and  donke]^  and 
the  scrap  market. 

2222.  On  what  day  is  the  largest  amount  of  business 
done  ? — On  Mondays.  Neaiiy  all  the  business  of  the 
week  is  done  on  Mondays. 

2223.  Have  you  ever  had  any  complaints  with 
regard  either  to  the  toUs  or  to  the  management  of  the 
market  ? — Not  of  the  tolls  certainly,  and  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  saying  that  we  have  had  no  complaints  in 
the  other  respect. 

2224.  (Mr.  Elton.)  I  notice  in  the  table  that  you 
were  good  enough  to  give  his  Lordship  that  there  is 
a  gradual  diminution  throughout  the  period  in  the 
number  of  horses;  can  you  explain  why  that  is  ? — 
Because  since  the  importation  of  Russian  ponies  and 
that  kind  of  animals  there  has  been  less  demand  for 
what  are  called  "old  crocks,"  to  use  a  very  vulgar 
expression,  that  used  to  be  sold  in  the  market ;  and 
consequently  upon  that  those  old  crocks  have  not  been 
in  demand,  and  they  have  been  killed,  and  these  other 
animals  have  come  in  aud  have  virtually  taken  their 
places. 

2226.  With  regard  to  donkeys,  there  is  a  strong 
tendency  to  increase  ;  how  do  you  account  for  that  ? 
— I  cannot  account  for  that  particularly.  I  had  not 
noticed  that,  but  it  is  so.  I  think  that  watering 
places  have  made  more  demand  for  donkeys,  and  a 
greater  number  of  donkeys  are  required  for  hawkers^ 
and  so  forth?  to  get  their  living. 

2226.  Referring  to  the  table  about  calves,  cac  you 
explain  why  in  two  particular  years,  1879  and  1880, 
the  number  was  so  very  abnormally  large  ? — ^I  do  not 
know  that  I  could  explain  that.  They  fetch  up  in 
1885. 

2227.  With  the  exception  of  a  sudden  increase  in 
the  demand,  you  can  give  no  explanation  of  the 
increase  in  the  number  ? — I  think  it  has  something  to 
do  with  the  rearing  of  calves  for  lean  stores,  but  I  am 
not  able  to  give  you  a  specific  answer  to  that  question. 

2228.  With  the  exception  of  a  sudden  rise  in  the 
number  of  calves,  the  three  years,  1878,  1879,  and 
1880,  were  three  extremely  prosperous  years  for  your 
market,  and  all  about  the  same  prosperity  ? — Pardon 
me  for  saying  that  they  were  not  prosperous;  but 
they  appear  to  be  about  similar. 

2229.  Then  it  was  at  the  end  of  1880,  or  so,  that 
the  change  for  the  worse  took  place  ? — Yes,  I  think 
the  cattle  diseases  broke  out  in  the  years  1865  and 
1866,  and  then  very  great  action  was  taken  by  the 
Privy  Council  in  the  years  1876  and  1876,  and  'so  it 
ran  on. 

2230.  But  I  am  asking  you  whether  you  can  explain 
the  sudden  fall  in  1881 ;  were  there  any  special 
regulations  or  measures  in  relation  to  catlJe  disease 
that  brought  that  change  about  in  1881  ? — ^Compulsory 
slaughter  came  on  in  the  year  1877  and  that  would  be 
carried  on  to  a  certain  extent ;  and  that  would  affect 
very  much  the  supply  in  the  market. 

2231.  But  there  is  a  considerable  change  in  the 
number  of  nnimals  in  your  market  in  the  year  1881 
compared  with  1880 ;  I  want  to  know  whether  you 
have  anything  to  put  before  the  Commission  to  account 
for  that? — My  only  answer  to  that  would  be  the 
severe  restrictions  on  the  movemeiit  of  cattle  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  disease.  If  you  shut  up 
country  markets  you  stop  our  supplies  and  that  was 
the  fact  in  those  years. 

2232.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  I  think  your  tolls  are 
regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? — They  are. 

2233.  Are  those  the  maximum  amounts  that  you 
can  charge  ?— They  are. 

2234.  They  seem  very  small  ? — Yes,  they  are  very 
small ;  they  are  so  small  that  the  market  does  not 


pay ;  m  fact  I  thought  .we  should  collapse  in  those 
years.  We  came  to  a  very  low  amount  of  beasts 
indeed. 

2235.  Previously  to  1878,  had  the  market  ever  done 
a  larger  business  ? — ^Yes.  Deptford  affects  me  very 
much. 

2236.  When  did  the  Deptford  Market  begin  P—In 
1872.  We  had  prior  to  that  from  240,000  to  300,000 
beasts  yearly,  and  now  of  course  we  are  down  to  con- 
siderably below  that.  I  did  not  carry  this  table  back 
to  more  than  10  years.  It  is  hardly  a  fair  thing  for 
the  market,  because,  prior  to  that  the  market  was 
frightfully  low  in  that  respect,  especially  for  sheep ; 
but  from  x884  to  the  present  period  we  have  been 
gradually  creeping  up.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  in 
a  large  market  like  this  when  trade  is  once  diverted 
to  bring  it  back  again,  and  it  takes  a  long  time,  but  it 
is  coming  back  gradually. 

2237.  I  know  it  is  very  difficult  to  bring  trade  to  a 
market  ? — It  is  so. 

2238.  (Sir  James  Carry,)  Is  the  want  of  increase 
in  the  number  of  sheep  to  be  attributed  at  all  to  the 
importation  of  carcases  of  sheep  from  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  increase 
in  the  dead  meat  trade  since  1869  or  1870  has  been 
remarkable.  Wliereas  buyers  used  to  come  to  our 
market  to  buy  largely  they  do  not  do  so  now,  but 
prefer  to  go  to  the  dead  meat  market.  At  that  time 
the  accommodation  for  the  dead  meat  trade  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  trade. 

2239.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  the  accommo- 
dation now  is  quite  sufficient  for  it  ? — Quite  so. 

2240.  Have  you  ever  visited  the  Dead  Meat  Stores 
in  Cannon  Street  ? — ^No,  I  have  not  been  there. 

2241.  (Mr,  Charrington,)  There  are  some  very 
lai'ge  stores  also  at  the  Albert  Docks,  where  those 
vessels  come  in  ? — One  cannot  look  at  the  importation 
that  we  receive  from  New  Zealand  of  dead  meat  with- 
out seeing  that  it  must  affect  the  live  cattle  market. 

2242.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  in  what  respect 
the  market  is  not  paying  ? — Because  our  expenses  are 
so  heavy.  The  market  cost  a  great  sum  of  money 
to  build,  and  it  really  has  not  paid  the  interest  on  the 
outlay  ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  it  will. 

2243.  Without  putting  anything  aside  for  a  sinking 
fund  ? — You  cannot  do  that.  We  have  not  got  it.  It 
does  not  pay,  unfortunately. 

2244.  (Mr.  Little.)  Y^ou  said  that  anyone  wishing 
to  consign  animals  applies  to  you;  I  suppose  you 
mean  anyone  wishing  to  have  a  stand  for  selling  them. 
1'he  farmer  who  consigns  does  not  apply  to  you,  does 
he  ?— -He  does  ;  he  applies  to  me  so  far  as  to  give  me 
notice  of  what  room  he  will  require.  There  is  no 
restriction  upon  anyone  coming  to  sell  in  the  market. 
Although  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  persons  calling 
themselves  salesmen  who  make  it  their  business,  any- 
one can  come  and  sell  by  himself,  but  he  must  let  me 
know  what  accommodation  he  requires. 

2245.  Nothing  is  charged  for  standing  ? — Nothing 
whatever. 

2246.  Is  any  preference  given  to  these  salesmen  as 
to  the  position  they  occupy  ? — No,  none.  Old  estab- 
lished salesmen  who  have  been  there  for  years  generally 
have  what  is  called  an  alley  allotted  to  them,  and  then 
they  have  so  many  rails  allotted  to  them  for  the 
number  of  cattle  that  they  require.  We  do  not 
remove  them  from  one  side  of  the  market  to  the 
other. 

2247.  As  a  matter  of  convenience  you  allow  them 
to  stand  in  the  same  place,  but  there  is  no  preference  ? 
— None  whatever. 

2248.  You  say  that  there  is  a  veterinary  inspector 
appointed ;  is  there  only  one,  or  does  he  work  by 
deputies,  because  it  would  not  be  possible  for  one 
man  to  inspect  10,000  cattle  ? — 1 0,000  is  the  extreme 
limit ;  but  the  general  average  of  our  Monday's  market 
at  present  is  from  2,000  to  3,000. 

2249.  And  the  inspection  is  performed  by  one 
man  ? — ^Yes.  The  cattle  are  tied  up  to  i-ails,  and  the 
inspector  goes  round  at  the  head  of  each  bullock,  and 
he  inspects  two  at  a  time. 
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2250.  I  gather  from  you  that  if  this  table  had 
extended  further  back  there  would  have  appeared  a 
continual  decline,  and  that  the  decline  in  number  did 
not  begin  in  1880,  but  that  your  market  had  been 
falling  off  ever  since  the  cattle  plague  ? — Yes. 

2251.  ^nd  in  consequence  of  the  restrictions 
that  were  imposed  upon  the  movement  of  animals 
that  came  into  your  market,  have  not  local  markets 
been  established  which  have  interfered  with  your 
supply  ? — ^Local  markets  got  their  numbers  increased 
by  the  restrictions  which  were  put  upon  the  Metro- 
politan Cattle  Market. 

2252.  When  cattle  must  be  slaughtered  immediately 
after  they  have  been  exposed  in  the  market,  that  very 
much  restricts  the  operations  of  a  market  like  this  ? — 
Very  much  indeed ;  it  affected  us  materially. 

2253.  With  regard  to  the  prices,  have  you  a  form 
of  the  return  that  you  make  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  can  you  give  us  a  blank  form  ? — Yes,  I  think  I 
can. 

2254.  You  collect  that  information  from  buyers  ? — 
From  buyers  and  sellers. 

2255.  Buyers  are  butchers,  and  sellers  are  men 
selling  on  commission  generally,  are  they  not? — 
Yes  ;  they  are  owners  as  well. 

2256.  But  a  large  proportion  of  the  animals  would 
be  sold  by  commission  agents,  would  they  not  ? — ^Yes, 
I  think  you  may  say  so. 

2257.  And  you  have  to  estimate  the  weight  of  the 
animal  sold,  have  you  not  ? — ^No,  we  do  not  estimate 
the  weight  of  the  animal  sold,  but  we  estimate  the 
quality. 

2258.  But  supposing  that  an  animal  is  sold  for  18/. 
how  do  you  arrive  at  the  price  per  stone  ? — That 
depends  upon  what  the  quality  is. 

2259.  Supposing  that  it  is  of  first,  second,  or  third 
quality,  you  must  estimate  the  number  of  stones  that 
the  animal  weiglis  in  order  to  divide  the  18/.  by  the 
number  of  stones,  must  you  not  ? — I  take  the  sales- 
man's word  first  of  all,  as  to  what  the  animal  is  worth, 
aud  what  it  is  worth  per  stone. 

2260.  That  he  has  to  estimate? — ^Yes,  and  so  does 
the  buyer,  and  then  the  average  is  the  average  that  I 
give. 

2261.  But  after  all,  whether  it  comes  from  the 
buyer  or  from  the  seller,  or  from  your  own  judgment, 
it  is  a  matter  of  estimation  ? — ^No  doubt. 

2262.  Have  you  put  it  to  the  test  occasionally? 
Cattle  are  sometimes  sold  in  the  market  to  be  killed 
in  the  slaughter-houses,  and  then  sold  at  a  price  to  be 
paid  per  stone,  are  they  not  ? — ^I  do  not  know  about 
that. 

2263.  Then  it  is  an  estimate  ? — An  80  stone 
bullock,  which  we  call  a  fine  weight,  if  he  is  well 
grazed  and  well  up  to  certain  points,  will  command  a 
much  higher  price  than  a  bullock  of  100  stone. 

22&1.  That  is  perfectly  evident,  at  least  to  me. 
But  what  I  was  trying  to  get  you  to  admit  was,  that 
it  must  be  an  estimate,  good  or  bad  ? — ^No  doubt 
of  it. 

2265.  And  should  you  think  that  commission  agents 
have  an  interest  in  representing  the  price  as  high  as 
they  can  fairly  within  limits  ? — ^Tliat  is  putting  a  very 
home  question  ;  but  I  should  think  not.  I  should  be 
very  chary  of  taking  his  opinion  the  next  market  day, 
if  1  knew  it  to  be  so. 

2266.  Buyers  are  butchers,  and  would  you  not 
think  that  they  had  an  interest  when  they  had  bought 
an  animal  in  representing  that  it  cost  them  a  full  price  per 
stone  ? — ^Yes ;  your  remarks  are  very  pertinent,  I  must 
say. 

2267.  Then  these  estimates  may  be  valuable  for 
comparison  of  one  period  with  another,  but  they  may 
be  above  the  actual  facts  at  any  time  ? — It  may  be  so, 
but  the  actual  facts  can  only  be  told  by  the  weight  on 
the  scale. 

2268.  Have  you  weigh-bridges  for  weighing  cattle 
alive  ? — Yes,  we  have. 

2269.  Those  you  are  bound  to  supply.  How  many 
of  them  are  there  ? — There  is  one  at  present. 


2270.  Is  it*  used  ? — ^No,  it  has  never  been  asked  Mr, 
for.                                                                                                  -».  Baldry. 

2271.  Have  you  made  any  arrangements  for  record-  " 

ing  the  weight,  if  it  should  be  used?    A^Those  duty    "^-^ -l^eb.  1888. 
would  it  be  to  weigh  it  ? — My  duty,  or  my  agent's. 

2272.  Should  you  give  a  ticket  of  the  weight  and 
retain  the  counterfoil  ? — I  should. 

^  2273.  Have  you  any  instructions  from  the  Corpora- 
tion how  to  proceed  in  that  matter  ? — ^Yes ;  anyone 
desiring  to  weigh  his  cattle  can  have  it  done. 

2274.  But  are  there  any  instructions  as  to  pre- 
serving a  record  of  the  weights  ? — I  should  do  that  on 
my  own  account. 

2275.  If  cattle  are  not  weighed  in  your  market,  do 
you  know  of  any  sales  made  by  a  declared  live  weight  ? 
— No,  they  are  so  sold  in  the  States,  I  believe. 

2276.  And  in  Scotland,  in  Edinburgh  ?— I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

2277.  The  slaughter-houses  are  not  very  much  used 
are  they?— They  are  fully  tenanted  at  the  present 
time. 

2278.  Could  you  amplify  your  statement  a  little  as 
to  the  places  from  which  the  supplies  to  the  market 
are  drawn  ?  I  suppose  thej'  come  from  different  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  you  get  large  supplies 
from  one  district  at  one  time  of  the  year,  and  from 
another  at  another  time  ? — Yes. 

2279.  What  is  the  general  course  of  trade  with 
your  supplies  ? — ^As  to  seasons  we  get  the  Norfolk 
supplies  from  December  to  June,  that  is  what  we  call 
our  winter  grazing.  Then  the  Irish  come  next  from 
August  to  February.  All  those  depend  entirely  upon 
how  trade  is ;  they  may  come  before  that. 

2280.  And  it  depends  upon  the  root  crop  and 
various  other  things? — Just  so.  For  Danish  cattle 
the  season  is  from  January  to  June.  Then  we  get 
the  Canadians.  When  American  cattle  first  came  to 
England  the  States  cattle  as  well  as  the  Canadians  came 
to  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market;  but  afterwards  by 
order  of  the  Privy  Council  the  States  cattle  were 
restricted  and  they  went  to  Deptford,  and  that  reduced 
the  number  in  our  market.  The  Canadians  come 
from  June  to  November.  The  Scotch  cattle  come 
from  December.     We  are  having  Scotch  (»ttle  now. 

2281.  You  have  not  a  very  large  supply  of  Scotch 
cattle  now,  have  you  ? — No,  they  come  as  dead  meat 
and  they  have  done  for  many  years.  Then  if  you 
take  lambs  they  come  from  February  to  August  from 
the  south.  Last  Monday  we  had  our  first  consign- 
ment of  Isle  of  Wight  lambs,  which  are  the  first  to 
come.  Irish  store  cattle,  which  were  entirely  debarred 
for  years  by  the  restrictions  put  upon  the  movement 
of  cattle,  have  come  back,  and  now  they  have  come 
for  some  years  since  1884. 

2282.  Do  they  come  in  the  autumn  ? — ^Yes,  but  they 
come  all  the  year  round,  more  or  less.  They  used  to 
come  in  the  autumn,  but  nowthey  come  just  according 
to  the  prices  that  they  are  reported  to  fetch  in  the 
market. 

2283.  {Mr.  Childers)  You  spoke  of  the  low  scale 
of  tolls ;  did  you  inherit  those  from  Smithfield,  or  were 
the  tolls  changed  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? — The  tolls 
were  increased,  I  think,  in  the  year  1872,  when 
Deptford  Market  was  opened  owing  to  the  necessity 
of  providing  the  foreign  cattle  market,  which  entailed, 
as  of  course  it  would  entail,  a  great  loss  to  the  Corpo- 
ration upon  the  Metropolitan  Market ;  and  therefore 
it  was  a  good  ground  for  them,  I  suppose,  to  ask  the 
Government  to  give  them  an  increase. 

2284.  But  when  Islington  succeeded  to  Smithfield 
were  the  old  Smithfield  tolls  retained  ? — For  the  time. 

2285.  So  that  the  tolls  in  the  Smithfield  days  were 
even  lower  than  they  are  now  ? — Not  much,  but  they 
were  lower. 

2286.  You  say  that  the  tolls  are  insufficient  to  meet 
your  expenses? — It  appears  so;  we  are  always  in 
debt. 

2287.  Is  it  your  impression  that  the  profits  upon 
other  markets  are  set  against  the  loss  upon  yours  ? — It 
may  be  so  in  regard  to  Deptford.  Deptford  and  our 
market  generally  go  together.  f^  T 
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2288.  But  are  the  Corporation  accounts  for  all  the 
different  markets  shown  together  ? — I  cannot  answer 
that  question. 

2289.  You  could  not  say  that  the  very  high  profit 
that  we  know  of  in  some  other  markets  is  considered 
to  be  set  against  the  loss  upon  yours  ? — I  cannot  say. 

2290.  What  are  your  nearest  competing  cattle  mar- 
kets besides  Deptford? — ^I  suppose  Soutball  Market 
and  Romford. 

2291.  How  far  off  is  Romford? — Romford  is  14 
miles  and  I  think  Southall  is  about  10  or  12  miles 
away. 

2292.  Are  they  large  markets  ? — The  next  market 
to  ours  in  the  counties  would  be  Norwich.  Norwich 
Market  has  vastly  increased  in  the  last  20  years. 

2293.  But  I  am  speaking  with  regard  to  what  we 
may  call  the  Metropolitan  area  ? — These  small  markets, 


such  as  Southall  and  Romford  and  other  places 
immediately  round,  were  all  fed  when  the  restrictions 
upon  the  movement  of  the  animals  came  on  to  our 
market. 

2294.  But  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  Isling- 
ton, those  markets  are  insignificant,  I  suppose? — I 
think  so. 

2295.  Who  controls  the  driving  of  cattle  to  and 
from  the  market  ? — The  police  authority. 

2296.  The  city  has  nothing  to  do  with  that? — 
No. 

2297.  The  police  fix  the  days?— Yes,  and  the 
hours,  and  routes. 

2298.  Do  they  license  the  drovers? — ^No,  we 
license  the  drovers,  but  they  fix  the  routes  outside 
the  market.    They  fix  the  hours  and  days  now. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TENTH  DAY. 


Thursday,  1st  March  1888. 


PRESENT : 


The  Eight  Hon.  the  EAEL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr. 
M.BuUtr. 


1  Mar.  1888. 


The    Right    Hon.    the    Lord    Balfour    of 

Burleigh. 
The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 
Sir  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 
Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C,  M.P. 

Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 

Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  Justin  McCarthy,  M.P. 

Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary, 


Mr.  Michael  Butler  examined. 


2299.  {Chairman,)  In  a  statement  which  you  have 
put  before  us  you  saj  that  you  have  been  connected 
with  Covent  Gai^den  for  upwards  of  30  years  ? — Yes. 

2300.  Are  you  a  market  tenant  ? — ^No. 

2301.  Have  you  a  shop  ? — ^No. 

2302.  Have  you  a  stand  ?— No. 

2303.  Are  you  a  salesman  ? — No. 

2304.  Then  what  is  your  connexion  with  the 
market? — For  21  years  1  was  a  porter  in  Covent 
Garden,  and  for  10  years  I  have  been  a  buyer  on 
commission,  for  I  represent  Mr.  Mason  of  Manchester, 
Mr.  Cockerell  of  Northampton,  Mr.  Solomon  of 
Piccadilly,  and  M.  Fran9oi8e  of  the  flower  shop  in 
Regent  Street. 

2305.  You  have  no  stand  of  your  own,  but  you 
occasionally  hire  one,  I  suppose  ? — No,  but  a  few 
years  ago  the  market  authorities  made  me  pay  for  a 
stand  although  I  simply  transferred  goods  from  the 
auctions,  collecting  them  together  preparatory  to  their 
going  into  the  country  by  rail.  I  never  sold  anything 
in  Covent  Garden. 

2306.  But  you  used  the  market  and  they  would 
not  allow  you  to  do  that  without  paying  for  a  stand  ? 
— It  was  optional.  I  could  have  left  them  on  the 
auctioneer's  premises  until  the  time  came  to  send  them 
away  by  rail ;  but  so  that  they  would  not  be  ill-used  or 
knocked  about  by  other  people  in  getting  their  own 
goods  away,  I  collected  mine  into  the  stand  of  a 
relation  of  mine  in  the  market  who  had  a  stand  there 
at  that  time. 

2307.  Then  I  understand  that  you  do  not  represent 
the  salesmen  or  the  market  tenants  in  general  ? — I  am 
perfectly  independent  of  all  parties. 


2308.  You  are  not  here  to  speak  for  anyone  except 
yourself  ? — If  I  may  say  so,  I  speak  as  one  of  the 
public  for  the  public ;  I  have  no  interest  whatever. 

2309.  You  have  put  before  us  a  statement  that  in 
the  last  20  years  the  rents  have  been  considerably 
increased  ? — Yes. 

2310.  You  have  no  special  personal  knowledge  of 
that,  I  suppose;  you  take  it  from  hearsay? — It  is 
from  the  tenants'  own  lips.  But  I  would  ask  your 
Lordship  not  to  press  me  to  give  names,  because  if  I 
did,  it  would  be  rather  a  bad  time  for  some  of  those 
tenants  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  agent. 

2311.  Then  under  the  circumstances  it  is  hardly 
worth  while  to  ask  you  whether  in  cases  where  the 
rents  have  been  increased,  the  accommodation  has 
been  increased  also  ? — In  these  instances  that  I  have 
here  (I  have  all  the  names  in  front  of  me)  there  is  only 
I  think  about  one  case  where  there  has  been  increased 
accommodation,  and  that  was  simply  by  taking  what 
had  previously  been  a  public-house  and  removing  the 
bar,  <Sx;.  to  make  room  for  a  salesman. 

2312.  You  make  that  statement  generally,  but  you 
do  not  wish  that  inquiry  should  be  made  into  it ;  is 
not  that  so? — If  it  is  possible  to  grant  a  certificate  of 
indemnity,  20  or  more  witnesses  could  be  easily 
su  pplied  on  this  subject. 

2313.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  none  of  those 
witnesses  come  forward  on  their  own  account? — No, 
it  would  not  be  safe  ;  it  would  not  be  advisable. 

2314.  And  you  who  do  not  represent  them,  and 
wlio  apparently  are  doing  a  business  which  does 
not  involve  the  payment  of  any  rent,  come  here  to  say 
for  them  what  they  do  not  say  for  themselves  ? — I 
hold  no  brief  for  them  whatever. 
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2315.  I  understand  that  you  make  it  a  matter  of 
complaint  that  persons  occupying  shops  in  Covent 
Garden  are  weekly  tenants  ? — Yes. 

2316.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  id  the  case  in 
other  markets  ? — ^No,  I  do  not  pretend  to  any  knov/- 
ledge  of  other  markets. 

2317.  You  also  make  it  a  complaint,  if  1  understand 
your  statement  rightly,  that  these  weekly  tenants  are 
not  allowed  to  sell  their  interest  in  their  stands  or 
shops?— They  are  not.  That  is  the  ruling  of  the 
steward  of  his  Grace  of  Bedford. 

2318.  What  interest  have  they  to  sell  ?— In  ihis 
way  :  they  have  built  up  a  business  ;  they  have  a  lot 
of  customers,  and  if  they  leave  the  place  of  course 
they  lose  their  customers  and  they  lose  everything. 
But  there  is  a  greater  evil  than  that,  and  that  is  with 
the  commission  salesmen  that  hold  shops.  They  have 
a  large  country  connexion  of  senders  ;  many  o?  them 
have  connexions  abroad  and  large  business  book 
debts,  &C.,  and  still  their  interest  is  not  worth  ten 
minutes*  purchase,  although  some  of  them  are  paying 
from  about  1,600/.  a  year  in  toll  down  to  small  sums. 
It  is  a  very  wide  range. 

2319.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  or  his  agent 
on  these  various  matters  of  complaint  ? — There  was  a 
case  some  time  ago  of  a  man  who  had  been  tenant 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  for  about  40  years,  I  should 
think,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me.  I  worked 
there  as  a  little  boy  myself,  so  that  I  am  perfectly 
conversant  with  the  facts.  He  was  not  allowed  to  sell 
the  goodwill  of  his  business  although  he  had  found  a 
man  who  was  willing  to  take  it  all  over,  such  as  his 
empty  baskets  and  his  book  debts  and  introductions  to 
his  country  senders.  It  was  all  arranged,  but  finally 
the  ruling  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  steward  was  that 
there  was  no  interest  in  Covent  Garden,  only  the 
Duke's  interest,  and  they  would  not  allow  the  good- 
will to  be  sold. 

2320.  I  understand  that  you  complain  that  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  what  tolls  are  to  be  paid  ? — 
There  is  a  slight  error  there.  There  are  two  boards : 
one  I  believe  has  the  byelaws  and  the  other  has  the 
tai*i£E  of  tolls  ;  but  both  the  boards  are  perfectly 
illegihle  and  are  in  a  dark  archway.  You  cannot  see 
a  letter  at  all  on  one  of  them,  and  the  other  one  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  decipher. 

2321.  I  understand  you  also  to  state  that  a  larger 
amoant  of  Loll  is  charged  than  the  Act  establishing 
the  market  allows  ? — Yes. 

2322.  According  to  the  Act  a  halfpenny  is  to  be 
charged  for  every  sieve  or  bushel,  is  not  that  so  ? — 
Tes. 

2323.  And  you  say  that  that  rate  is  exceeded  ? — 
Yes,  grossly  exceeded. 

2324.  In  what  manner  is  it  exceeded? — In  this 
manner.  Here  I  have  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
goods  and  the  various  kinds  of  packages  that  enter 
Covent  Garden  for  which  the  lowest  charge  is  one 
halfpenny.  In  the  summer  season  on  French  cherries 
in  small  boxes  weighing  from  a  pound  and  a  half  to  a 
pound  and  three-quarters,  five  in  a  bundle,  a  halfpenny 
will  be  charged.  There  will  be  from  7 J  lbs.  to  9  lbs. 
in  the  five  boxes. 

2325.  Then,  if  I  understand  you  correctly,  your 
complaint  is  that  the  sum  charged  is  never  less  than  a 
halfpenny  ?  —  It  is  never  less  than  a  halfpenny, 
although  the  Act  of  Parliament  says  '^  in  greater  or 
less  proportion." 

2326.  Where  is  that?— The  schedule  of  the  Act 
contains  all  the  tolls  {handing  in  the  schedule), 

2327.  The  words  are  *'  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
**  or  less  quantity  ; "  and  your  contention  is  that  where 
the  quantity  is  less  than  a  sieve,  the  toll  of  a  halfpenny 
ought  not  to  be  imposed,  is  that  so  ? — ^Not  for  that 
individual  package.  There  ought  to  be  so  many 
lumped  together  to  make  up  the  measure  of  a  bushel. 
To  prove  my  contention  that  the  Boyal  Commission 
or  Parliamentary  Committee  that  fixed  these  rates 
intended  that  a  bushel  of  eight  gallons  should  be  the 
standard  of  toll,  here  is  the  tariff  of  two  railways  up 


to  date  (handing  in  the  same).    It  is  charged  per  ^^ 

sieve,  per  half  sieve,  and  per  quarter  sieve,  and  the  ' ^* 

toll  ha^  been  the  same  on  Ihese  railways  for  years,     i  Mar.  1888. 

This  I  contend  is  a  proof  that  the  Committee  of  the * 

House  of  Lords  or  the  House  of  C/Ommons,  whichever 
it  was  that  fixed  ihe.se  tolls,  intended  the  bushel  of 
eight  gallons  to  be  the  standard  measure. 

2328.  But  I  presume  that  the  Covent  Garden  tolls 
are  regulated  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

2329.  Then,  again,  I  see  that  you  complain  of  a 
double  toll  being  paid  in  cei*tain  cases  ? — ^Yes. 

2330.  You  say  that  toll  is  paid  by  those  who  bring 
fruit  and  other  aiticles  into  the  market,  and  that  when 
these  articles  are  sold  the  buyers  have  to  pay  a  second 
time  ? — Yes ;  but  I  wish  to  qualify  my  statement. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford's  steward  has  power  to  charge 
that  second  toll.  That  is  in  the  Act ;  but  the  people 
complain  that  it  is  very  hard  after  the  goods  have 
been  brought  here  and  paid  toll  for  that  they  should 
have  to  pay  a  second  toll.  Of  course  it  is  a  tax  on 
their  business. 

2331.  But  that  is  a  charge  which  is  legalised  by 
the  Act  ? — ^Yes,  I  cannot  go  away  from  that. ;  it  is  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament. 

2332.  Do  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  that 
those  who  send  goods  from  a  distance  are  liable  to  a 
heavier  charge  than  the  suburban  growers?  —  Yes. 
That  requires  a  little  modifying,  for  all  our  suburban 
growers  are  not  at  an  annual  rental,  but  some  of  them 
are.  They  have  a  stand  at  Is.  per  foot  per  annum^ 
and  that  covers  their  charges,  provided  that  they  bring 
one  waggon  to  market.  If  they  have  more  than  that 
they  are  charged  at  per  waggon  over  the  one.  The 
Act  of  Parliament  says.  Is.  for  a  waggon,  except  it  is 
loaded  wholly  or  partially  with  carrots.  Now,  no 
waggon  lias  been  charged  less  than  2s.  ^  and  no  cart  less 
than  1*.  for  years.  That  is  in  contravention  of  the 
Act,  which  declares  tnat  a  waggon  shall  only  be 
charged  1*.  6d.  if  it  is  wholly  or  partially  loaded  with 
carrots,  and  all  other  waggons  l^. 

2333.  Then  you  say  that  in  that  case  there  is  a 
clear  violation  of  the  Act?  —  Violation  is  a  sfrong 
term,  but  it  is  in  contravention  of  the  Act.  I  will  put 
it  in  that  way. 

2334.  The  charge,  you  say,  is  higher  than  the  Act 
sanctions  ? — ^Yes. 

2335.  When  you  say  that  a  suburban  grower  has 
an  advantage  over  a  man  who  sends  from  a  distance, 
it  is  not  because  he  is  a  suburban  grower,  but  because 
he  has  a  shop  or  a  stand  in  the  market  ? — 1  have  a 
plan  of  the  market  here,  and  probably  I  can  explain 
myself  better,  if  your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to  pro- 
duce it  and  lay  it  before  you  (producing  a  plan). 
This  part  of  the  outer  space  was  arranged  for  what 
they  call  casual  cart  stands.  Here  (pointing  to  the 
plan)  are  the  yearly  cart  stands,  also  outside.  Then 
the  charge  for  a  grower  for  a  yearly  stand  was  1*.  per 
foot  per  annum  or  less  period,  if  the  Duke's  steward 
pleased  to  let  it  for  less.  It  was  intended  for  growers ; 
they  had  the  preference.  If  a  stand  was  allotted  to  a 
man  and  he  paid  rent  for  it,  no  one  eke  could  go  in 
there  if  he  wanted  to  use  it.  Here  (pointing  to  the 
plan)  are  the  casual  cart  stands,  for  which  the  grower 
bringing  his  goods  to  market  was  to  be  charged  Ad. 
for  a  cart  and  1*.  for  a  waggon.  They  have  extended 
it  out  to  Eussell  Street,  for  even  as  late  as  last 
Saturday  a  man  (I  took  his  name)  came  all  the  way 
from  Chichester,  and  his  goods  came  by  rail  and  by 
van  to  the  market.  His  goods  were  put  outside  the 
boundaries  of  the  market  altogether,  and  that  man 
was  charged  4*.,  apportioned  thus  : — 2s.  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  and  2s.  to  a  porter  in  the  market  for  the 
fiction  of  what  they  call  putting  in,  although  the 
porter  did  nothing  whatever. 

2336.  If  I  understand  you  aright,  the  preferenca 
which  you  say  is  given  to  the  suburban  growers  comcff 
to  this,  that  it  is  a  preference  to  habitual  dealers  ove* 
casual  dealers  ? — Yes,  that  is  it ;  but  under  existing 
circumstances  there  are  many  of  our  suburban  growers 
that  have  not  stands  allotted  to  them,  and  these  are 
charged  2s.  per  waggon.    Although  they  are  on  a    j 
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^^^'  I         stand  which  ought  to  be  let  as  a  yearly  stand,  yet 
M,  Butler.      ^^^^  y^^^^  ^^^  p^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^l^^y  ^^^ 

1  Mar.  1888.     "^  redress  from  the  Bedford  office  when  they  ask  for 
\ *     a  stand. 

2337.  I  suppose  the  number  of  stands  is  necessarily 
limited  ? — Yes,  of  course.  Covent  Garden  has  not 
grown  in  size  if  it  has  grown  in  importance. 

2338.  Do  you  mean  that  in  point  of  fact  all  the 
stands  are  taken  up,  and  that  there  are  some  personH 
who  apply  for  stands  who  cannot  get  them? — ^No, 
there  are  not.  That  is  a  great  grievance  of  the 
market  gardeners,  the  suburban  growers.  There  are 
yearly  stands  that  are  let  to  no  one,  but  still  they  let 
them  to  the  growers  and  charge  them  2«.  per  waggon, 
although,  according  to  the  Market  Act,  they  ought  to 
be  occupying  the  stand  as  a  yearly  stand  and  charged 
\8,  per  foot  per  annum.  To  put  it  in  another  form, 
instead  of  uie  yearly  cart  stands  being  let  as  yearly 
cart  stands,  they  are  treated  the  same  as  the  casual 
cart  stands,  so  much  per  waggon  or  so  much  per 
cart. 

2339.  Ton  complain  also,  I  observe,  that  there  is 
no  room  within  the  market,  and  therefore  the  growers 
have  often  to  remain  and  sell  their  goods  in  the  streets 
adjoining  ? — Up  to  very  recently  such  has  been  the 
case,  but  now  that  is  modified.  Owing  to  the  lease 
of  some  houses  running  out,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has 
taken  them  down  and  formed  what  is  called  the 
southern  extension,  and  nearly  all,  I  believe,  go  in 
there  now.  But  still,  should  there  not  be  room  there, 
toll  would  be  levied  in  the  streets,  of  which  I  gave 
you  a  case  just  now  in  Russell  Street  last  Saturday 
morning. 

2340.  In  point  of  fact,  the  market  has  been  too 
small,  and,  as  I  understand,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has 
taken  steps  to  enlarge  it  ? — ^Yes,  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
has  gone  to  a  great  deal  of  expense,  I  believe,  in  the 
Floral  Hall  and  the  Flower  Market,  and  this  exten- 
sion, of  course,  is  formed  to  make  room. 

2341.  Then  I  see  you  say  that  in  the  thoroughfares 
leading  to  the  market  there  are  many  houses  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  the  occupants  of  which,  if 
they  deal  in  the  market  produce,  are  subject  to  tolls 
at  the  same  rates  as  those  levied  in  tho  market  ?— 
Yes. 

2342.  But  that,  I  apprehend,  is  a  matter  of  private 
arrangement  between  the  tenant  and  the  owner? — 
Yes.  But  then  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  there,  and 
that  is,  that  as  regards  a  stand  or  shop  in  the  market 
proper  in  the  wholesale  trade  (the  retail  trade  is 
absolutely  valueless),  every  one  coming  to  the  market 
always  makes  for  the  market  and  goes  in  there  first. 
Then  the  outsiders  afterwards  have  the  second  chance 
only,  as  one  may  term  it 

2343.  As  I  understand,  these  charges  upon  the 
occupants  of  houses  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  market  are  not  under  the 
Act  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  power  which  he 
exercises  over  the  market,  but  are  a  matter  of  arrange- 
ment between  him  and  the  tenant  ? — ^It  is  a  matter 
of  private  arrangement.  1  do  not  know  that  there  is 
ranch  grievance  there. 

2344.  Then  you  complain,  I  understand,  of  inade- 
quate shelter,  a  large  portion  of  the  market  being 
uncovered  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  a  very  great  grievance  to 
those  who  are  uncovered,  because  there  is  only  such 
ft  small  portion  of  the  market  covered  that  the  best  of 
fruit  is  out  there  exposed  in  the  morning  to  bad 
weather,  and  the  sellers  get  wet  themselves,  and  the 
fruit  gets  wet  and  gets  depreciated  in  value. 

2345.  Have  you  personally  ever  had  any  difficulty 
with  the  superintendent  of  the  market  ? — No. 

2346.  {Mr,  Childers.)  The  gist  of  your  complaint 
is  that  the  market  is  practically  much  too  small  for 
the  business  of  the  present  day,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

2347.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Paris  ? — No,  I  have 
not. 

2348.  You  do  not  know  the  size  of  the  great  fruit 
markets  in  Paris  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

2349.  And  you  have  no  information  upon  the 
subject  ? — I  have  heard ;  but  it  is  only  hearsay. 


2350.  With  regard  to  the  origin  and  date  of  the  pre- 
sent market  arrangements,  the  market  is  governed,  is  it 
not,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  60  years  old  ? — The  Act 
was  passed  in  1828  ;  it  is  exactly  60  years  old. 

2351.  And  the  tolls  are  governed,  not  only  by  that 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  by  a  schedule  of  tolls  in  an 
Act  75  years  old,  I  think,  an  Act  of  the  53rd  GFeorge 
III.  ? — If  I  read  it  aright,  when  this  Act  was  pass^, 
I  understood  that  it  repeided  all  the  previous  Acts. 

2352.  The  section  says  that  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  the  Duke  and  his  heirs,  and  so  on, 
his  representatives  may  take  all  the  tolls  which  were 
in  force  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1813 
subject  to  certain  changes  afterwards;  so  that  the 
tolls  are  governed  by  the  Act  of  1813,  as  modified  by 
the  Act  of  1828  5  is  not  that  the  case  ?— Yes,  I 
tmderst%nd  so. 

2353.  Are  the  whole  of  the  present  tolls,  the  more 
recent  ones  of  the  schedule,  or  are  any  of  the  old  tolls , 
taken  still  ? — ^I  know  nothing  more  than  what  is  in 
the  schedule  there,  that  that  was  supposed  to  govern 
all  matters  in  regard  to  tolls. 

2354.  Therefore  as  regards  the  Act,  although  the 
tolls  in  the  first  instance  are  to  be  the  tolls  of  1813, 
you  are  under  the  impression  that  the  tolls  now  levied 
are  only  the  tolls  of  1828? — ^No  ;  they  are  levied  in 
excess. 

2355.  But  so  far  as  you  know  the  tolls  that  ought 
to  be  levied  are  the  tolls  of  1828  ?— Yes. 

2356.  I  should  like  you  to  develop  a  little  of 
the  things  you  have  said.  First  of  all,  you  spoke  of 
the  rents  ;  are  the  rents  fixed  by  law  ? — They  are  all 
weekly  tenancies  in  the  market. 

2357.  But  are  the  rates  of  rent  fixed  by  law  ?— 
No. 

2358.  Are  not  the  rents  of  the  stands  fixed  by 
law  ? — The  rents  of  the  yearly  pitching  stands  and  of 
the  yearly  cart  stands  are  fixed  by  law,  and  of  tho 
casual  cart  stands  too. 

2359.  Do  you  mean  that  the  rents  of  the  shops  are 
not  fixed  by  law  ? — No  ;  it  is  simply  an  arrangement, 
or  whatever  the  steward  thinks  fit  to  impose. 

2360.  You  are  quite  sure  that  although  the  tolls 
are  fixed  by  law  and  the  cart  standings  are  fixed  b^ 
law,  and  what  are  called  yearly  stands  are  fixed  by 
law,  the  rents  of  the  shops  are  whatever  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  chooses  to  ask  ? — Yes. 

2361.  You  are  quite  sure  of  that  ? — ^Positive. 

2362.  Then,  in  addition  to  that,  you  say  that  all 
the  holders  of  shops  are  only  weekly  tenants  ? — That 
is  perfectly  true. 

2363.  But  yon  rather  quaUfied  that  by  referring  to 
the  change  which  takes  place  on  the  death  of  an 
owner,  and  you  say  that  the  rents  are  increased  when 
the  shop  comes  to  his  son,  or  daughter,  or  widow  ? — 
Yes. 

2364.  But  what  is  the  practice  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  owner ;  are  the  rents  raised  upon  him  ? — ^No,  I 
believe  not. 

2365.  Then  we  may  take  it  that  as  long  as  a  shop- 
holder  is  alive  his  rent  is  not  increased  ? — ^No. 

2366.  And  it  is  only  when  a  new  contract  takes 
place  with  somebody  else  that  there  is  an  increase  ? — 
Yes  ;  no  matter  whether  it  is  a  son,  or  a  daughter,  or 
a  stranger,  the  rents  are  raised. 

2367.  But  the  shops  are  not  let  to  anybody,  are 
they,  except  to  the  man  who  takes  them ;  there  is  no 
agreement  that  they  shall  be  let  to  his  assignee  or  to 
his  representative  ? — ^None  whatever. 

2368.  So  that  the  only  case  to  which  you  refer  in 
which  rents  are  raised  against  the  tenant  is  when  the 
tenant  dies  and  some  fresh  person  has  to  be  ad- 
mitted ? — ^Yes. 

2369.  Can  you,  without  mentioning  names,  give  ns 
any  idea  of  how  much,  within  the  last  few  years, 
these  rents  have  been  raised  ? — Here  is  one  case. 
The  father  had  the  shop  for  1/.  12*.  per  week ;  when 
the  father  died  the  wife  took  it,  and  the  rent  was 
raised  on  her. 

2370.  To  how  much  ? — ^I  cannot  exactly  describe 
tho  gradations,  but  I  can  tell  you  \d^  the  son  is 
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paying.  When  the  mother  died,  one  of  the  sons  took 
it,  the  rent  yfts  raised  on  him,  and  now  another  son  is 
paying  4/.  per  week. 

2371.  How  many  years  has  it  taken  to  make  that 
rise  from  1/.  12#.  to  4/.  ? — ^It  is  a  good  many  years.  I 
do  not  want  to  make  any  intemperate  statement,  but  I 
should  think  it  is  about  16  years. 

2372.  Then  in  about  16  years,  it  may  be  a  little 
more  or  it  may  be  a  little  less,  the  rent  has  been 
raised  from  1/.  12*.  a  week  to  4/.  a  week  ? — Yes. 

2373.  Is  that  a  typical  case  ?  Do  you  suppose  that 
the  rent  of  other  shops  when  the  holder  has  died  has 
been  raised  in  about  the  same  proportion  ? — Yes. 

2374.  And  the  rent  has  been  more  than  doubled  ? 
— Yes,  more  than  doubled. 

2376.  How  exactly  does  that  come  about  ?  When 
H  shop  is  vacant  in  the  market  is  a  notice  given  that 
people  may  offer  for  it  ? — Becently  that  has  been  the 
practice,  but  only  recently. 

2376.  Is  there  anything  approaching  to  an  auction, 
or  what  takes  place  ? — It  is  done  by  tender. 

2377.  Tender  by  a  given  day  to  the  Duke's  steward  ? 
— Yes,  I  think  I  have  seen  it  on  the  notices. 

2378.  And  therefore  the  rise  in  rent  really 
represents  the  increased  value  of  the  shop  at  the 
present  time  ? — No,  because  things  have  gone  on  in  an 
inverse  ratio,  for  the  trade  has  gone  down,  but  the 
rents  have  gone  up. 

2379.  But  if  the  rent  has  gone  up,  is  it  not  because 
people  are  willing  to  pay  the  rent  ? — They  are  not 
willing. 

2380.  I  do  not  quite  understand  you.  You  say 
that  tenders  are  called  for,  and  I  suppose  that  the 
highest  tenderer  gets  the  shop  ?— Yes ;  but  I  wish  to 
qualify  that  statement.  I  said  that  recently  there  had 
been  tenders.  This  is  an  innovation  which  has  been 
introduced. 

2381.  How  many  years  ago  ? — Only  two  or  three 
years. 

2382.  We  are  dealing  with  a  period  of  something 
like  16  years.  Formerly  what  was  the  custom  ? — 
Mostly  it  went  from  father  to  son,  or  to  a  very  near 
relation. 

2J)83.  You  have  given  us  a  typical  case  in  the  rais- 
ing of  the  rent  from  1/.  12«.  to  4/L ;  in  the  last  two  or 
three  years  you  say  tlie  rents  have  been  fixed  under 
tender ;  but  previously  to  that  how  was  it  that  the 
amount  was  arrived  at,  which  the  son  or  the  widow, 
or  whoever  it  might  be,  had  to  pay  ?  Was  there  no 
competition  at  all  ? — ^Yes. 

2384.  Could  you  give  us  an  idea  how  that  was 
done  ?— -Tenders  were  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
office.  I  suppose  each  one  offered  what  he  thought  he 
could  give  for  it 

2385.  But  before  these  last  two  two  or  three  years 
how  was  it  done? — Before  these  last  two  or  three 
years  it  generally  went  from  father  to  son,  or  from 
uncle  to  nephew.  It  generally  kept  in  the  same 
family.  Shops  have  been  in  the  same  family  for  40 
or  50  years. 

2386.  We  quite  understand  that,  but  how  was  the 
increase  of  rent  settled  at  that  time,  when  the  rent 
rose,  as  you  have  told  us,  from  1/.  12*.  to  4/.  ? — It 
was  fixed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  agent. 

2387.  And  there  was  no  competition  ? — There  was 
no  competition. 

2388.  It  was  only  what  he  thought  he  could  get  as 
the  rental  ? — Yes. 

2389.  You  have  told  us  that  the  market  is  very 
inadequate  to  the  greatly  increased  business  of  Lon- 
don ;  would  not  that  in  itself  account  for  a  very  great 
increase  in  the  rents  ? — If  you  will  pardon  me  for  one 
moment,  perhaps  I  did  not  explain  myself  explicitly. 
What  I  am  dealing  with  is  the  centre  avenue  alone. 

2390.  That  is  to  say,  the  shops  in  a  very  favoured 
position  ? — Well,  certainly,  20  years  ago,  or  I  might 
come  down,  perhaps,  to  12  years  ago,  those  shops 
were  in  a  very  favoured  position,  for  the  reason  that 
at  that  time  there  were  no  large  stores  at  the  West 
End,  there  were  uo  large  first-class  fruit  shops,  and 
nearly  everybody,  both  wholezsale  and  retail,  had  to 


go  to  Covent  Garden.    But  a  great  change  has  come  jf,., 

over  the  scene.  m.  Butler. 

2391.  Have  any  of  these  shops  been  given  up  by  

the  tenants  lately  because  the  rent  is  so  high  ? — ^Yes,     1  Mar.  18S8. 

I  could  mention  one  name,  because  the  tenant  has 

gone. 

2392.  I  would  rather  you  did  not  mention  the 
name.  But  have  any  of  the  shops  in  the  favoured 
position  been  given  up  because  the  rents  were  too 
high  ? — ^A  shop  in  the  Grand  Eow  has  been  given  up. 
The  mother's  rent  was  1/.  18*.,  and  tha  daughter 
applied  for  the  shop  in  succession  to  her  mother. 
After  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  with  the  agent, 
his  words  were  :  "  If  I  accept  you  as  a  tenant  you 
^<  will  have  to  cease  selling  flowers  and  only  to  sell 
"  fruit,  and  your  rent  will  be  41.  a  week,"  or  four 
guineas  ;  I  ^1  not  be  certain  which.  And,  further- 
more, this  young  woman  was  to  discharge  her  manager, 
who  had  managed  and  carried  on  the  shop  and  kept 
them  from  poverty  for  years  through  his  industry. 

2393.  But  that  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question. 
You  are  giving  an  account  of  a  new  tenant  who  was 
admitted.  My  question  was  this:  in  the  case  of 
persons  who  have  got  these  shops,  and  who  are  paying 
these  high  rents,  do  they  themselves  tend  to  give  up 
their  shops  because  the  rents  are  too  high  ?  Is  there 
any  case  within  the  last  few  years  of  any  person  paying 
so  much  rent  that  he  himself  wished  to  go  away  and 
give  up  his  shop  ? — Yes,  one  man  in  the  workhouse. 
Death  was  his  name. 

2394.  Is  it  the  case  that  any  of  the  shopkeepers  while 
carrying  on  their  business  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  had  better  go  away  because  the  rents  were 
too  high,  and  that  they  have  gone  away  ? — I  thiidL  I 
may  answer  that  in  the  negative. 

2395.  You  say  that  all  the  shopkeepers  are  weekly 
tenants ;  practicially  are  they  ever  turned  out  during 
their  lifetime  ? — ^Not  unless  they  cease  paying  their 
rent. 

2396.  Therefore,  although  in  form,  they  are  weekly 
tenants,  in  practice  they  aie  tenants  as  long  as  they 
pay  their  rent  ? — Yes,  I  might  say  that  such  is  the 
case. 

2397.  You  have  given  us  useful  information  about 
the  tolls  and  you  have  brought  it  forward  as  a  matter 
of  complaint  that  boxes  of  foreign  fruit  pay  much 
more  than  the  sieves  and  common  packages  of  home 
fruit  ? — ^The  home  fruit  is  punished  as  well  in  many 
instances.  For  instance,  should  a  man  send  a  quarter 
of  a  bushel,  a  little  basket,  he  is  charged  a  hal^nny, 
although  the  legal  charge,  according  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  is  a  halfpenny  for  a  bushel. 

2398.  It  makes  no  difference  whether  the  fruit 
comes  in  boxes  from  abroad  or  in  little  packages  from 
home,  but  the  halfpenny  a  sieve  rate  is  exceeded  for 
quantities  under  a  sieve  ? — ^Yes,  grossly. 

2399.  I  suppose  in  1828  those  packages  were 
unknown,  and  that  everything  came  in  unpacked  ? — 
There  are  on  my  list  many  things  that  were  not  in 
existence  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

2400.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
cherries,  for  instance,  did  not  come  m  little  boxes, 
but  they  came  in  in  gross  in  fact  ? — They  came  in 
bushels  or  half  bushels. 

2401.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  suppose  you  would  say 
that  the  Act  is  imperfect,  because  it  does  not  provide 
for  classes  of  firuit  and  vegetables  which  come  in  a 
different  way  now  ? — Yes,  many  things  are  not  men- 
tioned at  all.  The  Act  is  imperfect  as  regards  many 
things  in  the  present  day. 

2402.  And  you  would  like  to  see  that  put  right. 
You  say  that  goods,  by  which  I  suppose  you  mean 
fruit  and  flowers  and  vegetables,  are  sold  in  the 
market  ? — Yes. 

2403.  Are  they  sold  by  auction  in  the  market  ? — 
Yes. 

2404.  And  the  toU  is  paid,  I  presume,  at  the 
auction  ? — With  most  of  our  prominent  auctioneers 
and  salesmen,  I  believe,  the  custom  is  to  draw  the 
tolls  and  the  rents  together  once  a  week  on  the 
Saturday. 
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2405.  But  the  toll  becomes  due  at  any  rate  when 
the  auction  takes  place,  and  whether  it  is  paid  at  the 
end  of  the  week  or  not,  the  auctioneer  is  responsible 
for  it  from  that  day?  —  Yes,  he  is  responsible  for 
everything  he  sells. 

2406.  Js  that  so  by  law  ?  —  At  the  time  of  the 
pnssing  of  the  Act  in  1828,  there  were  no  auctions  in 
Covent  Garden  ;  they  were  not  thought  of. 

2407.  In  1828  everything  sold  in  Covent  Grarden 
was  sold  at  the  stalls  or  at  the  shops  practically  by 
retail  ? — Yes,  we  were  very  small  indeed  then.  We 
have  grown  since  then  alarmingly. 

2408.  I  suppose  what  you  would  say  is  that  the 
Act  governing  sales  in  Covent  Garden  ought  to  be 
altered,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  cover  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  present  sales  ? — It  does  not  apply  at  all  to 
them.  In  many  instances  the  Act  does  not  bear  at 
all  on  Covent  Garden. 

2409.  Then  may  I  sum  up  what  you  have  said  to 
ufl  in  these  two  sentences :  The  accommodation  and 
the  size  and  everything  else  of  Covent  Garden  are 
inadequate  in  1888,  however  sufficient  they  may 
have  been  in  1828;  and  a  good  many  of  the  trans- 
actions in  the  market  are  not  provided  for  fit  all  by 
law? — Latterly  the  Duke  of  Bedford  Las  enlarged 
the  market.  All  the  Spanish,  American,  Canadian, 
Nova  Scotian,  and  Italian  arrivals,  and  a  great  many 
things  from  France,  are  all  now  pitched  in  what  used 
to  be  the  Floral  Hall.  That  was  formerly  an  annexe 
of  the  Eoyal  Italian  Opera,  and  they  used  to  hold 
concerts  there  in  the  summer  time  in  the  opera  season. 
The  Dnke  of  Bedford  has  had  that  done  up,  so  that 
all  the  goods  that  come  from  those  places  moy  be  put 
in  there. 

2410.  But  I  said  that  I  summed  up  your  answers 
to  the  efiect  that  taking  it  on  the  whole,  assuming 
that  the  accommodation  in  1828  at  the  time  that  the 
Act  was  passed  was  sufficient  for  the  business  of  1828, 
the  accommodation  now,  in  1888,  is  insufficient ; 
I  think  you  said  before  that  that  was  so;  do  you 
adhere  to  that? — ^It  is  in  a  transition  state.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford  is  making  more  room  every  day. 
He  has  a  large  plot  of  land  there,  and  only  a  smidl 
portion  occupied.  It  appears  to  be  the  intention  of 
tlie  Duke  of  Bedford  to  throw  all  this  open  for  the 
waggons  and  carts  of  growers,  and  if  he  does  that  the 
market  will  be  veiy  much  better  and  probably  large 
enough. 

2411.  And  if  the  market  is  large  enough,  I  suppose 
automatically  the  charges  will  come  down  to  a  reason- 
able amount  ? — Judging  b^  appearances  I  should  say, 
No. 

2412.  But  if  the  market  is  large  enough,  and  the 
accommodation  is  sufficient,  the  chnrges  for  the 
accommodation,  by  the  ordinary  rule  of  supply  and 
demand,  will  come  down  to  a  reasonable  amount,  will 
they  not  ? — Not  judging  by  the  way  in  which  the 
authorities  rule  the  market  now. 

2413.  But  how  will  people  pay  unreasonable 
charges  if  there  is  plenty  of  space  ? — For  the  simple 
reason  that  it  is  a  question  of  **  Stand  and  deliver. 
Pay  or  go." 

2414.  Will  not  people  go? — Go  where?  Where 
is  a  man  to  take  his  load  of  produce  to  ? 

2415.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  although  the 
accommodation  may  be  ample,  yet  the  monopoly  of 
the  market  will  enalile  the  owner  to  make  an 
unreasonable  charge  :  is  that  the  view  you  take  ? 
— Yes.  Thank  you ;  I  could  not  put  it  so  well 
myself. 

2416.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Are  there  many 
of  these  weekly  tenants  who  have  gone  on  for  40 
years  ? — No. 

2417.  You  mentioned,  did  you  not,  one  case  of  a 
tenant  who  had  been  holding  in  this  market  for  40 
years  ? — Yes ;  he  had  to  leave  without  selling  his 
business ;  he  was  a  wholesale  man,  a  commission 
salesman. 

2418.  Was  he  in  this  central  avenue  ? — No. 

2419.  I  thought  you  said  that  your  evidence  on 
this  point  was  confined  to  the  central  avenue  ? — No ; 


it  was  in  following  Lord  Derby  in  another  paragraph 
that  that  came  out.  I  intended  to  take  the  market 
sectionally. 

2420.  On  what  tenure  did  that  person  hold,  who 
was  there  for  40  years  ? — He  was  a  weekly  tenant. 

2421.  Are  there  many  tenants  who  have  been  there 
for  long  periods  like  that  ? — Not  for  40  years ;  some 
20  years,  some  18  years,  and  some  16  years. 

2422.  Are  they  paying  the  same  rents  now  that 
they  paid  when  they  first  went  there  ? — Yes. 

2423.  Then  does  the  Duke  never  raise  the  rents 
upon  the  same  tenants? — ^Never,  unless  there  is  a 
change. 

2424.  Then  you  think  it  is  a  grievance  that  a 
person  holding  on  those  conditions  cannot  part  with 
his  trade  to  somebody  else,  and  let  him  into  the 
holding,  do  you  ? — Yes,  I  do  think  it  a  grievance,  in 
this  way  :  that  it  is  no  interest  to  that  man  to  work 
hard  and  be  energetic  and  import  goods,  if  he  is  not 
able  to  reap  the  benefits  when  he  would  wish  to  leave, 
either  through  ill  ^health  or  for  other  reasons.  He 
has  been  only  working  for  temporary  purposes. 

2425.  I  want  to  know  what  you  think  would  be 
right  with  reference  to  that  subject.  Suppose  he 
had  a  power  of  nominating  a  successor  to  his  busi- 
ness, I  presume,  from  what  you  have  said,  that  you 
think  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  do  so? — To  sell  his 
interest  and  the  goodwill. 

2426.  Do  you  mean  that  the  person  to  whom  he 
sells  is  to  hold  on  the  same  terms  that  he  has  held 
on  ? — That  would  follow  as  a  matter  of  course. 

2427.  And  is  that  to  go  on  for  ever,  so? —That  is 
a  hard  question  to  me ;  I  could  not  answer  that  veiy 
well;  I  might  make  a  blunder  if  I  attempted  to 
answer  it. 

2428.  (Mr.  Little.)  You  say  that  the  boards  on 
which  the  scale  of  tolls  is  printed  are  illegible ;  but 
are  there  not  other  means  of  finding  out  what  the 
tolls  are  ?  Are  there  no  bills  printed  ? — None  what- 
ever. 

2429.  Then  there  is  a  difficulty  and  an  uncertainty 
as  to  what  the  toll  is  ? — There  are  very  few  in  the 
market  who  know  anything  at  all  about  thci  Rcale  of 
charges. 

2430.  Are  the  byelaws  or  regulations  of.  the  market 
printed  ? — ^Painted! 

2431.  But  they  are  not  published  in  a  book? — 
No. 

2432.  Did  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  that 
t^U  was  actually  taken  on  goods  sold  to  arrive  and 
never  brought  into  the  market  ? — ^Yes. 

2433.  In  your  statement  you  put  it  that  they  be- 
come liable  to  toll,  but  you  say  that  toll  is  actually 
taken  on  them  ? — Yes,  the  toll  is  taken  for  them ; 
the  auctioneers  pay  it. 

2434.  You  are  convinced  of  that  ? — Oh,  yes. 

2435.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  Do  many  disputes  arise 
with  reference  to  these  tolls  between  the  agent  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  parties  who  occupy  the 
market  ? — No  one  is  allowed  to  dispute  with  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  or  his  agent.     They  grunt  and  pay. 

2436.  (Mr,  Maclean?)  You  rather  suggest,  under 
your  heading  of  the  precarious  position  of  the  tenants, 
that  the  weekly  tenants  are  liable  to  eviction  ;  do  you 
know  of  any  cases  in  which  the  Duke  has  exercised 
that  legal  right  ? — ^Yes. 

2437.  Are  such  cases  frequent? — No,  very  rare. 

2438.  In  those  cases  has  there  been  any  special 
reason  for  the  Duke  exercising  his  strict  legal  rights 
of  eviction? — Yes;  I  think  he  has  taken  over  the 
Local  Option  Act  to  himself  bodily,  and  evicted  the 
two  people  who  kept  the  public  houses.  One  had 
paid  to  go  into  the  house  some  years  ago  s<)  much 
money,  not  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  people,  but  to 
the  man  who  held  previously.  In  the  other  case,  the 
house  had  been  in  the  man's  family  for  60  years  ;  he 
got  a  quarterly  notice  and  had  to  go.  That  house 
was  turned  into  a  potato  warehouse,  and  the  same 
with  the  other  one.  In  the  case  of  a  third  house 
aome  time  ago,  they  were  going  to  turn  a  woman  out, 
but  the  people  of  the  market  got  up  ar  etition ;  her 
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husband  had  just  died,  and  he  had  gone  to  a  good 
deal  of  expense  on  the  house,  and  they  gave  her 
a  little  more  grace ;  but  I  believe  she  is  to  go 
eventually. 

2439.  Substantially,  does  it  not  amount  to  this; 
that  in  these  specific  cases  the  Duke  acquired  those 
properties  for  some  other  purpose  connected  with  the 
market  ?— <To  turn  them  into  fruit  and  potato  ware- 
houses. 

2440,  Although  it  might  possibly  have  been  a 
little  hard  upon  those  three  individuals,  was  it  not  for 
the  general  benefit  of  the  market,  at  any  rate,  in  the 
view  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ?— I  could  not  really 
pretend  to  give  the  views  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ;  I 
do  not  know  what  his  idea  may  have  been. 

^  ^  2441.  That  is  a  very  good  answer,  but  I  am  asking 
you  the  fact ;  was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  generally 
benefiting  the  market  ? — No,  I  think  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  benefiting  himself. 

2442.  (Mr.  Childers.)  Were  those  public  houses 
inside  the  market? — Yes;  the  public  houses  stood 
here  (paiTUing  to  the  plan).  They  were  very  small 
indeea.  One  of  them  had  been  for  three  generations 
in  that  family;  the  rent  was  raised  from  2/.  12#.  a 
week  to  5L  a  week,  and  yet  he  had  to  go.  Another 
one  was  here  (pointing  to  ike  plan).  Fault  was  found 
with  the  landlady,  and  she  had  already  arranged  with 
a  man  to  take  her  place,  but  that  was  not  allowed. 
Another  one  was  here  {pointing  to  the  plan). 

2443.  (Mr.  Maclean!)  The  sites  of  those  houses 
have  been  applied  for  market  purposes  ? — ^They  have 
been  altered  into  shops  for  fruit  and  v^etables. 

2444.  In  what  way  do  you  suggest  that  it  was  for 
the  Duke's  own  interest  that  he  made  those  changes  ? 
— Simply  because  on  this  spot  here  the  rent  was  61.  a 
week  previously,  and  now  it  is  6/.,  besides  toll  in 
addition,  for  everything  that  goes  into  the  man's 
place. 

2445.  Did  the  justices  make  any  difficulty  as  to 
renewing  the  licenses  in  those  cases  which  you  have 
mentioned  ? — None,  whatever,  that  I  am  acquainted 
with. 

2446.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  anything  about  it 
personally  ? — In  the  case  of  one  of  them,  I  am  certain 
no  house  in  London  was  conducted  better.  There 
was  never  the  slighest  cause  of  complaint;  it  was 
very  select. 

2447.  Just  a  word  or  two  about  the  tenants  parting 
with  their  interest.  I  understand  you  to  say  that 
those  who  have  the  shops  in  what  I  think  you  call 
the  centre  avenue  cannot  sell  their  business  ? — No. 

2448.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  they  entered  into 
a  contract  with  somebody  to  sell  the  good  will  of  a 
business  like  Solomon's,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  would 
step  in  and  not  allow  them  to  sell  it  ? — I  do  not  say 
that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  would,  but  his  agent  would. 
That  is  his  ruling. 

2449.  Then,  according  to  you  the  goodwill  of  a 
business  in  this  avenue  is  absolutely  valueless  ? — 
There  is  no  goodwill  at  all  attached  to  it  The  goodwill 
is  nil. 

2460.  But  those  shops  do  change  hands,  do  they 
not  ?  —Yes,  very  often ;  at  least,  several  of  them  have 
lately. 

2451.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  personal 
knowledge  whether  in  those  cases  in  which  they  do 
change  hands  nothing  is  paid  for  the  goodwill  ?^ 
Nothing  whatever. 

2452.  You  know  that  ?— Positively. 

2453.  Are  there,  amongst  those  who  have  the  shops 
and  stalls,  complaints  miade  as  to  the  tolls  ? — ^They 
are  like  the  crows  ;  they  complain  among  themselves. 

2454.  You  hear  complaints  among  them  ? — Fre- 
quently. 

2455.  Have  those  complaints  ever  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  agent  of  the  Duke  ? — ^There  is  a 
slight  qualification  attached  to  that.  Do  you  mean 
those  of  the  commission  salesmen  ? 

2456.  Do  you  want  to  qualify  your  previous  answer  ? 
— No,  but  I  should  explain  that  there  are  two  kinds 
of  tolls  levied.     In  the  case  of  shops  and  commission 
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salesmen  importing  goods,  the  tolls  are  per  basket 
in  the  case  of  stands  and  waggons,  it  is  per  van. 

2457.  Are  there  general  complaints  against   both  

those  classes  of  tolls  ? — Innumerable.    There  has  been  '  1  Mar.  isss. 
a  deputation  of  market  gardenei's  to  the  Duke  of      -— — 
Bedford,  complaining  of  the  way  in  which  they  are 

served. 

2458.  You  say  that  they  are  like  the  crows  and 
complain  amongst  themselves  ;  have  those  complaints 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Duke  ? — Not  by 
the  commission  salesmen,  but  by  the  market  gardeners. 

2459.  They  are  the  only  persons  who  have  actually 
complained  to  the  Duke  P — They  have  complained  to 
the  steward. 

2460.  That  is  to  the  Duke.  The  steward  is  the 
agent  of  the  Duke.  Did  the  steward  refuse  to  enquire 
into  the  matter  ? — No ;  the  stereotyped  answer  has 
been  for  a  long  while,  "  It  will  be  seen  into ;"  but 
still  it  is  not  done. 

2461.  But  the  Duke's  steward  did  not  refuse  to 
entertain  the  question  of  whether  the  complaint  was 
well  founded  or  not  ? — Oh,  no ;  he  bears  a  very  good 
name  for  courtesy. 

2462.  But  you  say  that  practically  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  ?— Nothing  has  been  done. 

2463.  (3fr.  Picton.)  You  said  just  now  that  the 
reason  why  the  salesmen  submitted  to  these  higher 
rents,  was  because  it  was  an  alternative  of  *^  pay  or 
go,"  and  that  they  could  not  go  anywhere  else;  is 
there  no  other  market  that  they  could  go  to  ? — Covent 
Grarden  has  a  business  that  no  other  market  in  London 
pretends  to  have  in  regard  to  first  class  goods.  If 
they  took  their  goods  to  another  market,  they  could 
not  possibly  give  them  away,  because  the  class  of 
people  that  want  them  are  not  there.  Covent  Garden 
is  the  market  for  the  best  produce. 

2464.  For  the  West  End  of  London  ?— Tes,  for  the 
best  produce. 

2465.  There  is  a  retail  business  done  there  still,  is 
there  not  ? — ^Yes. 

2466.  To  a  large  amount  ? — No,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
it  is  very  small. 

2467.  Is  it  diminishing  ? — It  is  diminishing  yearly, 
aye  weekly. 

2468.  Can  you  give  any  reason  for  its  diminution  ? 
— Yes,  the  Civil  Service  Stores  and  the  first  class 
fruit  shops  springing  up  at  the  West  End.  At  one 
time  carriages  i^ed  to  come  down  to  Covent  Garden 
and  stand  in  lines,  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
West  End  coming  to  buy.  Now  it  is  the  exception  to 
see  «  carriage  there. 

2469.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  demand  for  a 
retail  market  in  that  way,  or  is  it  merely  pushed  out 
by  want  of  room  ?— It  is  simply  that  two  or  three  of 
the  shops  have  a  few  of  their  old  customers  perhaps 
that  have  been  on  their  books  for  many  years. 

2470.  But- is  there  any  general  need  of  a  retail 
market  ? — ^No. 

2471.  You  say  that  a  good  deal  of  business  is 
carried  on  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  market  ? — 
I  modified  that  statement  to  Lord  Derby  by  saying 
that  latterly  there  had  been  what  they  call  the 
southern  extension;  that  is,  a  block  of  houses  has 
been  cleared  away,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is 
putting  there  the  vans  and  carts  that  used  previously 
to  stand  in  the  streets  debouching  on  the  market 

2472.  You  state  that  to  the  ratepayer  is  left  the 
expense  of  removing  the  garbage  and  refuse  that  is 
outside  the  market;  does  that  nuisance  continue 
still? — It  has  been  mitigated.  At  this  time  of  year 
there  are  not  many  vans  there,  but  in  summer  time 
there  are  a  good  many. 

2473.  Is  that  nuisance  still  compliuned  of,  of  the 
abundance  of  refuse  that  has  to  be  removed,  by  the 
ratepayers  ? — ^The  vestry  of  St  Paul's,  Covent 
Garden,  have  complained  about  their  having  to  pay 
so  much  for  clearing  the  streets.  I  am  informed  that 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  used  to  pay  the  parish  authorities 
350/.  per  annum  to  assist  to  pay  for  clearing  the 
streets ;  but  I  am  also  informed  that  latterly  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  or  the  agent  has  stopped  that  mouej. 
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Mr.  2474.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge? 

M.  Butler.      j  y^^  -^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^q  men  that  belong  to  the 

1  Mar  1888  v^*ry,  or  the  Board  of  Works,  I  cannot  say  which. 
'  '  2476.  Supposing  that  this  enlargement,  of  which 
yon  speak,  were  completed  and  in  full  operation, 
would  that  nuisance  be  altogether  abolished? — ^No, 
there  would  still  be  refuse,  for  this  reason :  in  the 
changing  of  hands  of  vegetables,  he.  a  certain  amount 
of  garbage  is  always  left  behind  in  the  street,  because 
a  porter  takes  out  a  load  of  greens  or  cauliflowers  and 
he  shoots  them  into  a  cart,  and  there  are  always 
leaves,  &c.  falling  on  the  stones. 

2476.  Within  the  limits  of  the  market  is  not  the 
refuse  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  Duke  ? — Tes. 

2477.  But  outside  it  is  not  ? — That  is  so. 

2478.  And  there  must  always  be  a  certain  amount 
of  refuse  ?— Always. 

2479.  How  are  the  imposts,  of  which  you  speak,  on 
buyers  as  well  as  on  sellers,  collected  ? — The  foreign 
importations  of  apples,  onions,  grapes,  chestnuts,  and 
so  on,  are  pitched  in  the  Floral  Hall,  for  which  the 
importers  pay  toll.  When  they  are  sold  the  people 
that  hold  stands  and  shops  in  the  market  have  to  pay 
toll  on  them  again  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  Thus  a 
second  impost  is  made  on  goods  in  the  market. 

2480.  But  you  said  it  was  charged  on  the  buyer  ? — 
Yes,  the  importer  sells  the  goods  by  auction.  The 
people  that  are  standing  at  his  sale  and  buy  them,  if 
they  hold  stands  or  wholesale  shops  in  the  market, 
have  to  pay  the  Duke  of  Bedford  a  toll  on  them  when 
they  reach  their  premises. 

2481.  It  is  the  people  who  hold  stalls  in  the 
market,  then,  who  have  to  pay  ? — The  people  who 
hold  stands  and  wholesale  shops. 

2482.  Cannot  people  from  outside  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  market  buy  ? — Yes,  but  outside  traders 
pay  no  toll. 

2483.  You  spoke  of  complaints  being  made  as 
regards  interference  with  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
buniness,  and  you  mentioned  a  case,  though  it  was 
uot  pursued  at  the  time,  of  the  demand  that  a 
manager  should  be  discharged ;  is  that  an  isolated  case 
or  are  there  more  of  them  r— It  is  an  isolated  case. 

2484.  Had  that  man  made  himself  objectionable  in 
any  way  ? — Yes,  I  believe  he  had. 

2485.  Then  you  said  that  the  woman  who  took  the 
stall  or  the  shop  was  ordered  not  to  sell  flowers  in  the 
future ;  is  that  kind  of  embargo  often  laid  upon  the 
trade  ^t  is  desired  to  be  carried  on  ? — It  is  not  a 
general  thing. 

2486.  Was  that  at  the  time  of  the  new  agreement 
that  was  to  be  entered  into? — There  was  no  new 
agreement  entered  into.  The  young  woman  was 
simply  holding  it  and  waiting  to  get  the  answer  from 
the  Bedford  office  if  she  would  be  accepted  as  a 
tenant  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

2487.  And  then  she  was  told  that  she  might  be 
accepted  on  that  conditiou,  amongst  others,  that  she 
should  not  sell  flowers  ? — ^And  that  she  should  discharge 
the  manager. 

2488.  Did  she  submit  to  those  conditions  ? — ^No, 
she  left  the  market,  because  it  would  have  been  ruinous 
to  her.  There  is  a  case  in  point.  A  person  in  the 
retail  fruit  trade  in  the  Grand  Eow  would  not  make 
enough  to  pay  for  the  gas. 

2489.  But  it  was  the  flowers  that  she  was  to  give 
up,  not  the  fruit? — Yes,  that  was  her  dependence. 
She  would  have  accepted  the  terms,  bad  as  they  were, 
only  for  her  being  refused  permission  to  sell  flowers. 

2490.  {Mr,  Charrington,)  While  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  this  Central  Avenue,  in  consequence  of  the 
depression  of  trade  and  the  increase  of  rents,  are  any  of 
the  shops  shut  up  ? — There  is  one  shop  shut  up. 

2491.  Have  not  a  great  many  of  the  shops  in  the 
Central  Avenue  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews  ? — 
The  late  Mr.  Samuel  Solomon  was  a  tenant  of  his 
Grace  of  Bedford  for,  I  should  think,  nearly  60  years. 

2492.  But  besides  him  are  not  many  of  thosse  shops 
held  by  Jews  ? — ^There  are  four  tenants  now  in  the 
Central  Avnnue  of  the  Hebrew  persuasion. 


2493.  You  mentioned  that  complaint  had  been 
made  to  the  agent  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  as  to 
higher  tolls  being  charged  than  are  authorised  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament ;  was  any  answer  given  to  the 
complainant  P — This  is  a  very  difficult  subject  for  me 
to  grapple  with.  There  are  two  kinds  of  tolls  levied. 
There  are  the  commission  salesmen  who  import 
foreign  goods  mostly,  and  some  of  our  English  growers, 
men  that  are  too  far  away  from  the  market  who  send  up 
their  goods  to  be  sold  on  commission.  But  our 
suburban  growers  have  made  complaints  because  they 
are  charged  toll  per  van  when  they  ought  to  have  a 
stand  at  one  shilling  per  foot  per  annum.  The 
commission  salesmen  have  uot  complained. 

2494.  Has  any  answer  been  given  to  those  who 
complain  ? — That  it  would  be  seen  to.  That  has  been 
the  answer  several  times.  In  fact,  I  would  wish  to 
ask  whether  his  Lordship  would  allow  a  member  of 
the  Market  Gardeners'  Association  to  come  here, 
because  he  would  be  better  able  to  deal  with  the 
question  than  I  am.  They  have  lost  their  chance ; 
they  said  they  did  not  know  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion was  sitting. 

2495.  {Mr.  Elton.)  With  reference  to  what  you 
allege  about  your  own, personal  grievance,  you  said 
that  you  collected  flowers  or  fruit  for  Mr.  Mason  and 
Mr.  Cockerell,  and  that  you  were  charged  the  rent 
of  a  stand  ;  was  that  correct  ? — Yes. 

2496.  What  were  you  charged  ? — A  shilliug. 

2497.  Was  that  under  the  Covent  Garden  Act,  for 
placing  flowers  on  a  stand  ? — ^Placing,  pitching,  or 
exposing. 

2498.  You  were  charged  under  the  Act  for  **  every 
*^  stand  on  which  a  person  shall  place  flowers  "  ? — 
Yes. 

2499.  The  scheme  of  the  market  is  this,  is  it  not, 
that  the  Act  appropriates  the  space  in  part  to  shops, 
in  part  to  public-houses  for  the  use  and  convenience 
of  the  market,  and  in  part  to  the  stands  of  which  you 
have  told  us  ? — Yes. 

2500.  The  rent  of  the  shops  and  of  the  public- 
houses  for  the  use  of  persons  resorting  to  the  market 
is  fixed  by  the  Duke  entirely,  as  owner  of  the  market  ? 
—Yes. 

2501.  And  there  is  a  great  distinction  drawn,  I 
apprehend,  between  the  rents  that  are  to  be  charged 
by  him  as  owner,  and  the  payments  for  stands  which 
are  regulated  by  the  Act  ? — ^Yes. 

25CS.  That  distinction  runs  throughout,  does  it 
not  ? — Yes. 

2503.  So  that  when  you  mention  some  of  the  stands 
for  which  the  Act  fixed  the  rents  or  payments,  you 
mean,  probably,  that  the  payments  for  all  the  stands 
are  regulated  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

2504.  Then  that  makes  it  simpler.  The  rents  or 
payments  for  the  potato  stands  and  the  flower  stands 
and  all  the  others  are  fixed  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

2505.  But  the  rent  of  anything  like  a  shop,  or 
what  the  Act  calls  a  public-house  for  the  use  and 
convpnience  of  the  market,  is  fixed  by  the  Duke  ? — 
Yes. 

2506.  When  there  is  a  vacant  stand  certain  persons 
have  a  preferential  right  to  use  it  ?— Yes  ;  growers 
have  a  preferential  right. 

2507.  Subject  to  the  preferential  right  given  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  a  vacant  stand  may  be  let  by 
the  Duke  on  payment  of  toll  ? — Yes. 

2508.  But  the  person  who  pays  the  toll  must  clear 
out  if  the  person  who  has  the  preferential  right 
comes  ? — Yes,  if  the  grower  comes. 

2509.  The  preference  that  is  given  to  the  grower 
is  confined  to  the  yearly  cart  stands  that  you  spoke 
of  ? — Yearly  cart  stands  and  yearly  pitching  stands. 
Perhaps  I  had  better  explain  the  difference  between 
the  two.  I'he  yearly  cart  stands  are  places  where 
a  van  can  draw  up  on  coming,  and  the  man  can 
either  unload  it  or  leave  the  van  on  the  stand ;  but 
he  cannot  get  underneath  that  large  roof  ;  the  van 
has  to  be  unloaded  outside,  and  the  goods  carried  in. 

2510.  Then  on  those  yearly  stands  the  growers 
have  a  preference  ? — Yes.  ^^  ^ 
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2511.  Do  the  growers  have  a  preference  of  the 
casual  stands  ? — Yes. 

2512.  Might  I  take  it  that  there  is  a  preference 
given  by  the  Act  to  a  particular  class,  who  are 
regular  customers  ?  Growers  would  be  likely  to 
be  the  most  regular  customers,  would  they  not? — 
Yes;  the  growers  and  producers  always  have  the 
preference. 

2513.  You  say  that  some  other  ground  ought  to  be 
given  up  to  yearly  stands;  that  is  your  opinion,  I 
suppose.  Does  not  the  Act  say  what  ground  shall  be 
used  for  yearly  stands  ? — Yes. 

2514.  What  do  you  mean  by  "ought  to  be  for 
yearly  stands  "  ? — ^These  parts  (painting  to  the  plan) 
would  bo  for  yearly  stands. 

2515.  They  keep  to  the  appropriation  named  in  the 
Act,  do  they  not  ?  What  the  Act  says  shall  be  for 
yearly  cart  stands  is  now  kept  for  yearly  cart  stands 
and  so  on  ? — No,  not  in  its  entirety. 

2516.  You  say  that  they  will  not  let  some  of  the 
yearly  stands  that  are  vacant ;  I  suppose  you  mean 
that  the  Duke's  agent  will  not  let  them  ? — Yes. 

2517.  Do  you  mean  that  they  will  not  let  them  to 
people  who  are  not  growers  ? — ^No,  they  will  not  let 
them  to  non-growers. 

2518.  Is  that  the  complaint  that  you  make  ? — ^No, 
we  do  not  complain  about  it. 

2519.  Do  you  mean  that  they  will  not  let  them  to 
growers  or  to  non-growers  ? — There  are  many  growers 
that  come  to  the  market,  and  they  will  not  let  them 
have  a  yearly  stand,  although  they  put  them  on  the 
place  where  the  yearly  stands  are,  and  they  charge 
them  so  much  a  waggon  instead  o**  making  them 
tenants  at  a  yearly  rental.  They  put  their  waggons 
on  and  chargp.  them  2*.,  whereas  the  legal  charge  under 
any  circumstances  is  only  Is. 

2520.  And  what  is  more  important,  it  appears  that 
the  man  would  have  a  preferential  right  tc  that  stand  ? 
— ^Yes,  a  preferential  right. 

2521.  With  regard  to  the  sieves  and  bushels,  you 
have  referred  us  to  the  passage  in  the  Act,  about  the 
charge  being  a  halfpenny  per  sieve  and  so  on  for  a 
greater  or  less  amount;  and  you  also  put  in  some 
i-ailway  schedules.  I  observe  that  the  railway  practice 
is  to  take  a  given  unit  or  standard,  as  you  called  it,  and 
not  go  below  it.  For  instance,  in  your  schedules  you 
pay  for  a  half  sieve  or  quarter  sieve,  or  for  any 
quantity  below  that,  just  exactly  the  same  toll? — For 
the  quarter  sieve  they  have  to  pay  a  halfpenny; 
for  a  l^alf  sieve  a  halfpenny ;  and  for  a  sieve  a  half- 
penny. That  is  the  lowest  charge  made  in  the  market 
for  any  package. 

2522.  In  the  case  of  the  railway  companies  they 
do  not  allow  this  inconvenient  practice,  as  I  should 
think  it  would  be,  of  adding  up  a  lot  of  small 
quantities  until  you  get  to  a  bushel  or  sieve,  but  they 
charge  you  for  a  half  sieve  or  under  ? — Halves  and 
quarters  are  on  one  scale  and  sieves  on  another. 

2523.  But  they  do  not  go  below  the  half  sieve,  do 
they  ? — They  go  to  a  quarter  of  a  sieve,  but  Uiey 
charge  the  same  price  as  they  charge  for  half  a  sieve. 

2524.  They  do  not  let  you  make  it  up  in  pints  ? — 
No. 

2525.  And  so  with  oranges,  they  would  not  let  you 
pay  less  than  the  toll  for  half  a  box  at  Covent  Garden 
Market  ? — We  are  now .  having  oranges  from  Aus- 
tralia even,  and  they  come  in  small  packages,  and  the 
charge  is  l(f.,  and  I  think  the  most  they  hold  would 
be  about  a  bushel;  but  still  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
charges,  I  think,  on  a  box  2d.,  and  on  a  chest  4d. 

2526.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  persons  who  are 
selling  very  small  quantities  of  oranges  being  let  off 
toll  until  they  came  up  to  the  box  or  whatever  it  is 
on  which  2d.  is  charged  ?  You  said  that  you  thought 
they  ought  not  to  be  charged  a  halfpenny  for  less  than 
a  bushel ;  would  not  that  be  very  inconvenient  ? — 
Those  are  sold  10  and  20  boxes  in  a  lot  by  auction. 

2527.  And  you  think  the  Act  could  not  mean  that 
this  halfpenny  was  to  be  charged  for  the  first  sieve, 
and,  according  to  what  rules  may  be  made  afterwards, 


more  or  less  ? — Oranges  come  under  a  differetit  head  Mr. 

altogether  from  cherries,  &c.  ^'  Butler, 

2528.  I  went  back  to  cherries.    For  oranges,  a  toll  " 
of  4d.  a  chest,  or  2d,  a  box,  and  so  on,  is  to  be     ^  ^^'  ^»»8' 
charged  for  any  greater  or  less  quantity  ? — It  would 

mean  chat  if  it  was  only  a  quarter  of  a  chest  it  would 
be  id.;  that  would  be  half  a  box. 

2529.  Yon  do  not  see  that  it  might  be  read  2d.  for 
the  first  box,  and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  number 
of  boxes  ? — ^No,  it  has  reference  to  the  capacity. 

2530.  And  you  say  you  think  that  the  best  plan 
would  be  not  to  charge  2d.  until  the  quantity  of  a  box 
had  been  attained  ? — If  they  are  small  they  should 
count  two  for  one  ;  that  is  the  way  that  I  would  have 
it  done. 

2531.  (Chairman.)  I  think  I  understood  you  to 
say  that  the  onl^  case  of  removal  of  a  tenant  that  you 
are  aware  of,  was  one  in  which  a  tenant  was  removed 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  public-house  ? — There  were 
two  cases  where  the  tenants  were  removed  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  public-houses. 

2532.  But  in  each  case  it  was  for  the  same  purpose, 
to  get  rid  of  a  public-house  ? — Yes. 

2533.  I  think  I  also  understood  you  to  complain 
that  the  holdings  on  the  death  of  a  tenant  were  not 
continued  to  the  sons  or  daughters  ? — It  is  optional 
with  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  agent. 

2534.  Then  do  you  put  it  that  in  such  a  case  the 
family  has  a  moral  right  to  continue  in  the  holding  ? 
— Yes,  I  should  think  that  it  would  be  a  moral  right  ; 
of  course,  it  is  not  a  legal  right. 

2535.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  that  rule  were 
strictly  observed,  and  the  whole  market  as  a  con- 
sequence fell  into  the  hands  of  a  certain  number  of 
families,  that  would  be  complained  of  by  outsiders  as 
being  in  effect  a  strict  monopoly  ? — Up  to  the  present, 
although  it  has  generally  gone  from  father  to  son,  yet 
they  do  not  seem  to  have  prospered  very  well  under 
it.  The  system  seems  to  break  up.  Whether  it  is 
from  not  getting  married  or  having  no  descendants 
I  do  not  know ;  but  there  are  many  instances  that  I 
can  recollect  in  which  it  has  broken  up  since  I  have 
been  in  the  market. 

2536.  (Mr.  Childers.)  1  did  not  quite  understand 
an  answer  that  you  gave  to  Mr.  Elton  just  now.  The 
ground  which  is  divided  into  stands  called  yearly 
pitching  stands,  I  think  you  said  ought  all  to  be 
occupied  as  yearly  pitching  stands;  and  you  com- 
plained that  part  of  it  was  not  devoted  to  yearly 
pitching  stands,  but  that  the  casual  people  were 
allowed  to  come  in ;  did  you  mean  by  that  that  the 
Duke  or  his  representatives  are  bound  to  let  the 
whole  of  that  ground  for  yearly  pitching  stands  ? — By 
the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  lettered  plan  of  the 
market  it  appears  that  the  growers  should  have  the 
preferable  right  to  those  stands. 

2537.  But  do  you  mean  to  imply  that  a  person  who 
is  a  grower,  whether  the  Duke  wishes  it  or  not, 
should  have  a  sort  of  right  to  take  a  yearly  pitching 
stand  ? — No  ;  but  the  grievance  is  that  these  stands 
are  let,  and  not  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
intended  by  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

2538.  The  Act  of  Parliament  says  that  if  they  are 
not  let  as  yearly  pitching  stands,  they  may  be  applied 
to  other  purposes ;  w  illyou  be  good  enough  to  explain 
exactly,  whether  yoa  ihmk  that  the  Duke  is  bound 
to  let  them  as  yearly  pitching  stands  and  that  he 
cannot,  if  he  thinks  fit,  refuse  people  who  apply  for 
them  ? — I  have  read  the  Act  of  Parliament  right 
through,  and  I  do  not  see  anywhere  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  compel  him  to  do  anything. 

2539.  If  he  does  not  choose  to  let  these  places  as 
yearly  pitching  stands,  but  only  to  use  them  for 
temporary  purposes,  surely  he  has  not  violated  the 
Act,  has  he  ? — Yes,  when  there  are  growers  outside 
the  market  with  their  vans  on  the  outer  edge  who 
would  like  to  have  those  yearly  pitching  stands. 

2540.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  grower  who  is 
outside  the  market  has  a  right  to  come  to  the  Duke 
and  say,  "  Here  is  a  vacant  space  ;  you  must  give  it 
to  me  for  a  yearly  pitching  stand  "  ? — ^I  do  not  say 
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*'mu8t,"  because  that  would  be  compelling  the  Duke 
to  do  it  against  his  will.  The  Act  of  Parliament  says 
that  they  may  be  let,  not  that  they  must  be  let 

2541.  Therefore  the  growers  outside  the  market 
have  no  claim  as  against  the  Duke,  if  he  is  unwilling 
to  give  it  to  them,  to  come  in  ,and  say,  **  You  must 
give  me  space  there  as  a  yearly  pitching  stand." 
Only  if  there  is  space  which  is  not  to  let,  then  the 
other  provisions  of  the  Act  would  apply  ;  is  not  that 
so? — I  contend  that  as  the  Duke  of  BeHford  holds 
this  market  by  charter,  and  it  is  regulatod  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  it  ought  to  be  carried  out  in  the  spirit, 
if  not  to  the  letter. 

2542.  Therefore,  you  thinlt  that  he  is  compelled, 
whether  he  likes  it  or  not,  to  let  these  yearly  pitching 
stands  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say  that  it  is  so. 

2543.  But  we  want  to  know  whether  that  is  a 
grievance  in  connexion  with  this  market? — It  is  a 
great  grievance  to  men  to  have  their  fruit  put  out- 
side in  the  rain,  when  they  would  like  to  be  under 
cover. 

2544  Do  you  think  that  they  have  a  right  against 
the  Duke  to  say  "  You  must  give  me  these  stands  "  ? 
— I  cannot  accept  the  word  **  must." 

2545.  {Mr,  Maclean.)  Is  there  any  general  com- 
plaint about  the  tolls  levied  outside  the  boundaries 
of  the  market  ? — ^No,  I  could  not  say  that  there  is. 
That  is  an  agreement  in  the  leases,  of  course  ;  there 
is  a  clause  inserted  in  the  lease  or  agreement  between 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  person  who  takes  the 
house. 

2546.  What  I  am  referring  to  is  the  tolls  levied 
where  the  carts  come  and  pitch  outside  the  boundaries 
of  the  market  ? — ^Yes,  there  is  a  complaint  about  that ; 
because  they  lose  the  chance  of  a  better  market  by 
being  put  outside. 

2547.  Can  you  tell  me  what  right  there  is  to  charge 
any  tolls  for  those  carts  which  take  up  their  position 
outside  the  boundaries  of  the  market? — I  do  not 
know  what  right  there  is  attached  to  it. 

2548.  Has  that,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Duke  or  of  his  agent  ? 
-^Not  that  I  know  of. 


2549.  Has  nobody  mooted  the  question  of  ^ethe 
there  is  any  right  to  levy  this  toll  outside  the 
boundaries  of  the  market? — ^Nearly  all  the  Acts  of 
Parliament,  and  the  byelaws  and*  regulations,  have 
become  a  myth  ;  it  is  lost  in  obscurity ;  it  is  ahnost 
obsolete.    They  do  very  nearly  as  they  like. 

2550.  (Mr.  CharringUm.)  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  about  the  costermongers  coming  to  Spitalfields 
and  the  fish  markets,  and  buying  up  the  remnants ; 
do  they  do  so  at  Covent  Garden  ? — Yes.  I  saw  one 
day  a  lot  of  barrels  of  apples  which  had  arrived  from 
America  sold  for  9cf.  per  barrel,  and  there  was  a 
tremendous  loss  on  them. 

2551.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  the 
refuse  or  remnants  of  the  goods  that  are  exposed  for 
sale  I  you  can  get  buyers  for  them  among  the 
costermongers? — Yes;  and  all  fruit  that  is  at  all 
tainted,  or  is  a  little  bit  off,  generally  finds  its  way  to 
the  east  end  among  the  poor  Jews,  what  we  call  in 
the  trade  the  Hollanders ;  and  they  select  it,  and 
look  it  throug^h,  and  wipe  it,  and  ckftn  it,  and  they 
sell  the  best  of  it  and  throw  the  rest  away. 

2552.  {Mr,  Pieion*)  Do  you  know  any  cases  of 
growers  who  complain  that  the]'  cannot  bring  their 
goods  to  Covent  Garden  because  there  it  no  room  for 
them  ? — No,  they  do  not  complain  about  there  being 
no  room  because  there  is  the  room ;  but  the  market 
authorities  will  not  give  them  a  yearly  stand,  as  they 
ought  to  do,  because  the  income  is  greater  from 
putting  them  on  the  footing  on  which  they  put  them 
than  it  would  be  if  the  stands  were  let  to  them  as 
yearly  stands. 

2553.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  are  none  of 
them  excluded  for  want  of  space  ? — None.  Hitherto 
they  have  had  a  stand  in  the  streets  until  the  southern 
extension  was  made,  which  has  mitigated  the  evil 
materially.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  now  absorbed  in 
in  the  southern  extension. 

2554.  But  the  southern  extension  docs  not  come 
unddr  the  charter,  as  I  understand? — It  does  not, 
and  they  charge  of  course  just  what  they  please  in 
there. 

2555.  Then  there  is  not  room  in  the  market  itself? 
-*No,  not  in  the  market  proper. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
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2556.  (Chairman,  to  Mr.  Bourne.)  We  under- 
stand that  you  are  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ? — I 
am. 

2557.  We  need  hardly  ask  you  as  to  the  situation 
of  Covent  Garden  Market;  but  is  it  a  market  for 
vegetables,  fruit,  and  fiowers,  exclusively? — Ex- 
clusively for  vegetables,  fruit,  and  fiowers. 

2558.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  market  rights  were 
originally  acquired? — By  charter  of  the  22nd  of 
Charles  11.  in  the  year  1661,  whereby  the  King 
granted  to  William,  Earl  of  Bedford,  lus  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  right  for  ever  to  hold  and  keep  a  market 
witMn  the  parish  of  St.  Paul,  Covent  Garden,  in  a 
certain  place  there,  then  called  the  Piazza,  on  every 
day  in  every  week  (except  Sundays  and  Christmas 
Day),  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  all  and  all  kinds 
of  fruit,  fiowers,  roots,  and  herbs. 

2559.  The  market  has  been  subsequently  regulated 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  has  it  not  ? — The  first  Act  of 
which  one  has  any  clue  was  passed  in  the  53rd  of 
Greorge  III.,  for  regulating  the  market.  That  Act 
was  subsequently  repealed.  The  Act  was  called  An 
Act  for  regulating  Covent  Garden  Market ;  and  by 
way  of  preamble  it  recites  the  charter,  and  that  from 
the  great  increase  in  the  quantity  of  articles  brought 
to  the  market  for  sale,  and  in  the  number  of  persons 
resorting  thereto,  it  is  expedient  that  provision  should 
be  made  for  better  regulating  and  ordering  the  market 
and  of  the  persons  resorting  thereto,  aAd  for  the  more 
easy  collection  and  recovery  of  the  tolls  and  dues  pay- 
able in  the  market  or  in  respect  thereof;  and  then 
follow  the  enactments  giving  tiie  market  owner  power 


to  regulate  the  market  by  making  the  people  sit  in 
certain  positions  and  place  their  waggons  and  carts 
in  other  positions,  and  to  remove  people  who  were 
obstructing  the  carrying  on  of  the  market,  and  par- 
ticularly those  who  obstructed  the  cleaning  of  the 
market.  Then  there  is  power  given  to  recover 
tolls,  and  for  the  first  time  we  find  an  enactment  of  a 
somewhat  special  character  by  which  all  tolls  are  made 
payable  by  the  Tendor  of  the  goods  and  not  by  the 
purchaser;  and  the  market  owner  is  authorised  by 
this  Act  to  collect  the  toll  from  the  vendor  of  the 
goods  instead  of  according  to  the  ordinary  rule  which 
makes  the  toll  payable  by  the  purchaser. 

2560.  Has  there  been  any  Act  since  that  of  1828  ? 
—Nothing  since  the  Act  of  1828.  The  Act  of  1828 
was  passed  to  enable  very  extensive  alterations  to  be 
made,  and  to  enable  the  market  owner  to  enclose 
certain  portions  of  the  open  area  by  putting  buildings 
upon  the  area  ;  and  it  was  under  that  Act  that  the 
market  in  its  present  form  was  really  laid  out  and  the 
buildings  that  at  present  exist  were  erected. 

2561.  Then  the  Act  under  which  the  market  is 
now  regulated  is  that  of  1828  ? — It  is. 

2562.  On  what  days  is  the  market  held  ? — Every 
day  in  the  week,  except  Sundays  and  Christmas  Day. 

2563.  Can  you  describe  to  us  the  accommodation 
that  has  been  provided  by  the  market  ? — The  area  of 
the  market  prescribed  by  the  charter  is  420  feet  from 
east  to  west,  taking  the  western  boundary  as  the 
church,  the  church  ha>dng  been  in  existence  at  the 
time  when  the  charter  was  granted;  and  316  feet 
from  north  to  south,  the  southern  boundary  being  the 
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wall  of  Bedford  House,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  when 
the  charter  was  granted.  The  wall  of  Bedford  House 
ran  along  the  south  side  of  the  quadrangle,  and  the 
measurement  was  made  from  that  wall  northward.  It 
exactly  coincides  with  the  present  quadrangle,  which 
has  been  preserved  from  that  time  to  this.  The 
boundiiry  ran  from  what  is  known  as  Henrietta  Stre?t 
and  Tavistock  Row  on  the  south,  up  to  the  north 
side  underneath  the  piazza  to  the  fronts  of  the 
houses  ;  and  then  from  the  church  front  to  the  corner 
of  Russell  Street  on  the  east,  making  almost  to  a  foot 
the  area  that  was  prescribed  by  the  charter.  Then 
within  that  area  the  buildings  stand  that  are  popu- 
larly known  as  the  market,  the  north  and  south  rows, 
the  east  terrace,  and  the  west  terrace,  and  the  centre 
avenue.  Around  the  buildings  there  are  the  open 
spaces  in  which  the  waggons  and  carts  are  drawn  up 
for  market  produce  to  be  sold  from,  and  between  the 
rows  of  buildings  are  open  spaces  known  as  Lon^ 
market,  shoi*t  market,  and  fruit  market,  in  which  goods 
are  pitched  for  sale. 

2564.  Then  in  addition  to  the  chai-tered  market, 
which  as  we  understand  fi*om  your  paper  contains  a 
superficial  area  of  132,720  square  feet,  a  building  we 
understand  has  lately  been  erected  by  the  Duke  on  his 
own'land  ? — ^Yes,  a  large  building,  the  flower  market,  is 
at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  quadrangle.  The  plan 
which  your  lordship  has  before  you  is  Uie  plan.  The 
pink  colour  indicates  the  original  chartered  market, 
and  the  south-eastern  comer  indicated  by  the  yellow 
colour  is  the  new  maiket  for  the  sale  of  flowers. 
Then  at  the  present  time  a  clearance  of  land  is  being 
made  at  the  north-east  corner  adjoining  the  Flor^ 
Hall  of  Covent  Garden  Theatre;  and  also  at  the 
southern  side  of  the  market  which  will  remove  some 
30  houses  in  order  to  give  additional  space  for 
waggons  and  carts,  and  generally  in  aid  of  the  market. 

2565.  The  area  of  the  new  flower  market  we  are 
told  is  about  29,000  feet  ?— It  is. 

2566.  And  in  addition  to  that  there  is  a  clearance 
giving  an  area  of  over  26,000  feet  on  the  south  side 
of  the  market  P — That  is  on  the  south  side  immediately 
adjoining  the  flower  market. 

2567.  Then  on  the  east  side  there  are  works  in 
progress,  are  there  not? — There  are.  There  is  a 
building  which  probably  may  be  known  to  all  present 
by  the  name  of  the  Floral  Hall,  immediately  adjoining 
the  Opera  House.  By  arrangement  the  lease  of  that 
Floral  Hall  was  purchased  by  the  Duke  from  the 
lessee,  and  I  am  at  the  present  moment  adapting  it  to 
make  it  a  place  for  the  sale  of  foreign  fruit ;  and  in 
front  of  that  will  be  a  large  area  for  the  carts  and 
waggons  bringing  tha  produce  to  that  hall  and  taking 
it  away  from  there. 

2568.  The  flower  market,  the  southern  area,  and 
the  Floral  Hall,  as  we  understand}  remain  the  private 
property  of  the  Duke  ? — In  the  sense  that  they  are 
not  Included  within  the  limits  of  the  charter,  and 
consequently  would  not  be  considered  dedicated,  but 
remain  for  the  time  at  all  events  the  private  property 
of  the  Duke. 

2569.  To  what  extent  are  the  markets  held  in  the 
open  streets,  and  how  long  have  they  been  so  held  ?— > 
Within  the  chartered  quadrangle  there  is  a  con- 
siderable space  that  is  not  covered,  and  that  may 
appear  to  be  street*  because  wheels  can  pass  freely 
along  and  a  great  deal  of  the  business  is  done  in  that 
uncovered  area.  It  is  made  a  thoroughfare  by  long 
usage,  but  the  market  business  is  carried  on  within 
that  uncovered  area.  But  there  are  certain  of  the 
streets  immediately  leading  into  the  market  on  all 
sideef,  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  in  which  at  times 
certain  of  the  overflow  waggons,  waggons  that  could 
not  be  brought  within  the  chartered  quadrangle,  have 
been  accustomed  to  stand  waiting  to  come  mto  the 
quadrangle;  and  frequently  the  growers  who  have 
their  waggons  there  sell  fix>m  the  waggons.  We 
hope  that  on  the  completion  of  the  enlarged  ai-ea  that 
is  now  being  provided,  none  of  those  waggons  will 
in  future  remain  standing  in  any  of  the  streets  which 
may  be  considered  public  streets  except  so  far  as 
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2570.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  there  would 
have  been  no  selling  in  the  streets  but  for  the  fact  of 
the  market  being  overcrowded  through  absolute  want 
of  space  ? — ^Not  necessarily  so,  because  it  is  conceiv- 
able, for  instance,  that  if  a  man  had  the  chance  of 
selling  in  Lorn?  Acre,  and  was  allowed  to  sell  there  by 
the  public  authority,  he  would  sell  and  pay  no  toll, 
and  be  there  carrying  on  business  adversely  as  it  were 
to  the  market  owner's  rights.  But,  as  a  rule,  we  may 
suppose  that  people  having  goods  for  sale  would  come 
as  close  into  the  market  as  they  could,  that  they 
would,  in  fact,  come  to  the  market  and  would  prac- 
tically be  considered  as  dobg  market  business  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that 
the  selling  in  these  streets  originated  in  the  desire  on 
the  part  of  people  to  come  to  sell,  and  not  finding  room 
within  the  quadrangle,  sold  as  close  to  the  quad- 
rangle as  they  could  get 

2571.  But,  as  I  understand,  you  expect  that  the 
practice  of  selling  in  the  streets  will  either  disappear 
or  greatly  diminish  when  this  increased  accommoda- 
tion shall  be  given  ? — Undoubtedly.  We  have  found 
since  we  have  had  the  southern  area  opened  during 
the  last  two  or  three  months  that  our  salesmen,  who 
heretofore  had  been  keeping  their  surplus  waggons  in 
the  streets  leading  to  the  market,  now  bring  their 
waggons  into  this  new  area. 

2572.  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  estimated  amount 
of  the  capital  expenditure  which  has  been  incurred  in 
respect  of  the  provision  of  market  accommodation  ? — 
It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  expenditure  on  a 
market  that  has  been  in  the  same  hands  for  over  two 
centuries;  but  taking  merely  the  present  buildings, 
the  buildings  that  were  put  up  in  consequence  of  the 
Act  of  1828,  roundly  speaking  those  building  cost 
70,000/.  The  building  just  finished,  the  new  flower 
market,  has  cost  in  round  figures  50,000/.  The 
Floral  Hall  or  the  new  fruit  market,  as  it  will 
be  termed,  will  cost  between  30,000/.  and  40,000/. 
Then  there  is  the  fee  simple  value  of  the  whole  of  the 
areas,  both  the  chartered  market  area  and  the  three  or 
four  other  areas  in  which  market  business  is  carried 
on  ;  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible,  without  a  very  close 
calculation,  to  give  in  figures  the  amount  of  capital 
money  that  has  been  expended. 

2573.  You  have  made  out  an  actual  expenditure  of 
more  than  150,000/.  in  the  present  century  ? — Yes,  in 
buildings. 

2574.  And  that  is  not  including  the  value  of  the 
land  upon  which  the  buildings  stand  ? — Certainly  not, 
simply  the  buildings. 

2575.  And  that  does  not  include  any  expenses  in- 
curred on  the  south  side  ? — ^No,  nor  in  the  north-east 
corner,  except  the  purchase  of  the  Floral  Hall.  The 
outlay  on  the  work  that  is  now  in  hand  there  one  can 
scarcely  tell.  It  is  anticipated  that  20,000/.  will  be 
spent  this  year  upon  the  Floral  Hall  and  the  area 
adjoining,  in  enclosing  it  and  putting  up  a  proper 
fence,  and  levelling  it  and  putting  in  drains,  and  asphalt- 
ing the  surface.  In  the  south  area  it  is  only  par- 
tially done  in  a  temporary  manner.  If  that  is  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  the  north-east  comer, 
there  will  probably  be  another  20,000/.  expended 
there. 

2576.  In  addition  to  the  expense  of  buildings,  and 
the  value  of  the  land,  you  have  gone  to  considerable 
outlay,  I  believe,  in  buying  up  outstanding  interests  ? 
— In  order  to  afect  the  clearance.  It  so  happened 
that  by  the  falling  in  of  leases  one  was  enabled  to  deal 
with  the  southern  area,  and  in  fact,  with  the  other 
area  as  well,  more  readily  than  one  could  have  done  if 
the  leases  had  been  running  on.  But  in  both  cases, 
there  were  leases  to  be  acquired.  For  instance, 
the  l)oard  of  guardians  had  the  house  immediately  ad- 
joining the  Floral  Hall,  with  a  few  years  of  their  lease 
to  run.    They  being  a  public  body,  one  h^  to  pay 
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Mr.  J,  JR.      them  very  liberally  to  give  up  possession,  and  to  locate 

Bourne  and     them  elsewhere,  which  has  been  done  at  some  cost, 

Mr.J.Assbee,  Then  with  regard  to  the  Floral  Hall,  the  lease  had 

1  Mar  1888     Several  years  to  run,  and  the  lessee  had  to  be  paid 

'        '    20,000/.  to  surrender  his  lease.    Other  insiances  might 

be  quoted. 

2577.  (Mr.  Childers.)  The  entire  area  of  tho 
market  and  of  the  adjuncts  conies,  I  think,  to  about 
four  acres  and  a  half,  does  it  not  ? — I  have  not  worked 
it  out  into  acres ;  one  is  so  much  in  the  habit  of  treat- 
ing it  as  superficial  feet.  I  think  it  is  more  than  four 
acres. 

2578.  Do  you  know  how  that  compares  with  great 
markets  elsewhere,  the  Halles  at  Paris,  for  instance ;  it 
is  a  very  small  area,  is  it  not,  compared  with  the  Paris 
market  ? — It  is  perhaps  a  little  difficult  to  compare  the 
one  with  the  other.  There  is  a  large  clearance  around 
the  Paris  market,  which  of  course  give  considerable 
facility  for  the  carrying  on  of  business  there.  It 
depends  upon  whether  you  reckon  that  large  clearance 
as  part  of  the  market,  or  merely  the  area  covered  by 
the  buikling.  If  it  is  merely  the  area  covered  by  the 
buildings  I  should  think,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves 
me,  Covent  Garden  must  be  as  large  as  the  Paris 
market.  I  think  I  have  the  material  at  my  office  to 
institute  the  comparison,  but  I  could  hardly  make  it 
from  memory.  And  the  Halles  at  Paris  are  for  the 
sale  of  other  products  besides  fruit  and  vegetables. 

2579.  The  question  that  I  was  going  to  lead  up  to 
was  this  :  is  it  the  case,  in  your  opinion,  that  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  market,  considering  what  it  has 
to  supply,  is  still  small  ? — I  think  that  until  we  have 
tested  the  effects  of  the  enlargements  that  ai-e  going 
on,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  question.  The  area  of  the  chartered  market 
unquestionably  is  inadequate,  and  unless  it  had  been 
enlarged  in  some  M&ay  the  wholesale  business  must 
have  come  to  a  standstill  in  time. 

2580.  Are  there  not  grave  inconveniences  in  respect 
of  the  market  being  partly  under  statute  and  partly 
outside  the  statute  ? — We  have  not  found  any  incon- 
venience because  of  the  ownership  being  the  same. 

2581.  But  still  you  cannot  use  the  powers  of  the 
law  except  within  the  chartered  market  ? — We  can 
use  the  powers  of  the  law  in  this  way.  For  instance, 
every  stand  holder  in  the  flower  market  becomes  a 
tenant  under  agreement,  and  he  binds  himself  by  that 
agreement  to  observe  certain  rales  and  regulations, 
which  rules  and  regulations  are  embodied  in  the 
agreemant.  Those  rules  and  regulations  are  an  echo 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  chartered  market, 
and  such  other  rules  as  are  necessary  for  the  easy 
working  of  the  place.  Then  at  all  the  entrances  to  the 
flower  market  notices  are  painted  up,  that  all  persons 
using  this  building  do  so  by  permission,  and  are  subject 
to  the  following  regulations,  which  are  put  up. 

2582.  But  under  the  two  Acts  of  1813  and  1828 
you  have  express  powers  with  regard  to  the  tolls  and 
rates,  and  express  powers  to  make  byelaws  ? — Yes. 

2583.  Of  course  you  have  no  such  powers  with 
respect  to  the  unchartered  part  of  the  market  ? — No, 
merely  under  the  ordinary  common  law. 

2584.  Is  there  not  great  inconvenience  ? — It  has  not 
been  found  to  arise. 

2585.  But  will  there  not  be  great  inconvenience  ? 
— I  do  not  anticipate  any. 

2586.  Is  not  the  whole  object  of  giving  the  power 
to  pass  byelaws,  and  giving  powers  as  to  tolls,  to 
avoid  inconvenience? — In  the  practical  working  of 
the  thing,  no  inconvenience  has  been  found  up  to  the 
present  moment.  It  is  conceivable  that  inconvenience 
would  be  found  if  both  parts  were  not  in  tJie  same 
ownership  and  under  uniform  management.  The 
market  people  do  not  distinguish  when  they  take  a 
step  that  they  are  within  the  chartered  area,  and  that 
when  they  take  another  step  they  are  within  the 
unchartered  area. 

2587.  But  if  they  got  into  a  quai-rel  with  you,  you 
would  have  to  take  very  different  proceedings  as 
regards  the  unchartered  area  from  the  proceedings 
that  you  would  take  with  regard  to  the  chartered  area. 


would  you  not? — ^Probably.  In  the  one  case  we 
should  have  to  proceed  under  the  byelaws,  and  in  the 
other  case  we  dhould  have  to  treat  them  as  trespassers 
and  prosecute  them, 

2588.  If  you  were  the  defendants  you  might  put 
those  simple  people  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  as  to 
how  they  were  to  proceed,  might  you  not  ? — ^Perhaps 
so. 

2589.  Have  you  under  the  charter  any  exclusive 
privileges  outside  your  area  ? — The  charter  creates  the 
right  to  hold  a  market.  That  carries  with  it  an 
inherent  right  which  attaches  to  the  ownership  of  a 
chartered  market  of  preventing  a  market  being  held 
within  a  certain  area. 

2590.  Within  seven  miles  ? — ^Perhaps  you  know 
that  the  law  courts  differ  a  little  in  opinion  as  to  where 
the  limit  is;  but  within  a  certain  area,  whatever  it 
may  be,  that  right  exists. 

2591.  The  charter,  as  it  were,  cuts  out  from  the 
city  certain  of  its  pre-existing  rights ;  you  assume 
that  you  have  under  the  charter  those  rights  of 
exclusion  extending  to  whatever  number  of  miles  it 
may  be  ? — We  think  so.  The  question  of  the  right 
of  creating  these  grants,  as  you  probably  know,  was 
long  since  contested,  and  the  corporation  tried  to 
upset  not  only  this  grant  but  others. 

2592.  It  is  not  so  very  long  ago  since  the  last  great 
case,  I  think.  But  you  hold  now  that  whatever  that 
distance  may  be  you  have  a  monopoly  with  respect 
to  the  sales  in  your  market  for  a  considerable  distance 
in  London  ? — Yes,  I  think  so ;  but  it  is  curious  that 
the  answer  to  that  question,  if  ever  it  came  to  be 
discussed,  would  have  to  be  qualified  very  much, 
seeing  that  there  existed  at  one  time  a  chartered 
market  within  an  area  of  less  tiian  a  mile  of  this  • 
market,  namely,  Hungerford  Llarket. 

2593.  Was  it  chartered,  like  yours  ? — I  believe  it 
was,  and  granted  almost  about  the  same  period. 

2594.  But  as  against  private  people  (I  am  not 
speaking  as  against  other  charters)  you  enjoy  an 
enormous  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  the  articles  sold  in 
the  market  ? — In  open  market,  not  against  the  sale 
of  goods;  but  we  have  a  monopoly  as  against  the 
setting  up  of  another  market. 

2595.  Has  there  been  within  your  recollection  any 
attempt  to  set  up  a  market  within  your  district  ? — 
None  whatever. 

2596.  So  that  practically  the  monopoly  is  a  working 
monopoly  ? — It  has  never  been  found  expedient  or 
thought  necessary  to  attempt  to  establish  another  mar- 
ket, seeing  that  other  markets  around  have  failed.  Hun- 
gerford Market  dwindled  to  nothing ;  Portman  Market 
dwindled  to  nothing.  Then  we  had  a  little  market  in 
Bloomsbury  as  part  of  the  manor,  a  manorial  market, 
which  gradually  died  out  in  process  of  years. 

2597.  But  whether  those  markets  have  failed  or 
not  you  contend  that  you  have  that  monopoly  right  ? 
—We  have  never  had  to  put  it  to  the  test,  but  I  am 
merely  giving  that  as  a  view  that  one  holds ;  and  if 
one  were  called  upon  to  advise  the  Duke  on  such  a 
question  as  that  I  should  say  that  the  owner  of  this 
market  has  that  right.  But  we  have  never  been 
called  upon  to  put  it  into  actual  practice,  and  there- 
fore the  opinion  can  only  be  taken  for  what  it  is 
worth. 

2598.  (  Mr.  Little.)  Are  the  paved  roadways  which 
run  round  the  market  not  streets  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word  ? — They  are  streets  by  usage. 

2599.  Are  they  repaired  by  the  local  authority  or 
by  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — There  has  been  a  little 
confusion  about  that.  Within  my  own  time  all  the 
new  laying  that  has  been  done  has  been  done  by  tho 
Duke.  Within  the  knowledge  of  people  living  a 
certain  strip  of  it  was  done  by  the  local  authority ; 
but  quite  within  modem  time,  that  is  to  say,  under  my 
management,  all  the  new  roadways  have  been  made 
or  the  re-laying  has  been  done  by  the  market 
authority. 

2600.  But  at  no  very  distant  date  the  parish 
repaired  a  part  of  the  roadway  which  is  included 
within  that  pink  quadrangle  ?— -Yes,  that  was  so. 
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2601.  (Sir  Thonuu  Martineau.)  Did  you  pay  the 
parish  a  sum  of  850/.  a  year  towards  the  repair  of  those 
streets  ?— No.  I  think  that  350/.  a  year  wa?  in  aid 
of  the  parish  rates.  There  was  formerly  a  contribu- 
tion paid  towards  the  sweeping  of  the  streets  leading 
up  to  the  market.  The  market  authorities  have 
always  swept  within  the  market  area,  and  we  do  all 
the  cleansing  within  the  market  area;  but  I  have 
lying  on  my  table  at  this  very  moment  a  letter  from 
the  local  authority  asking  whether,  in  view  of  the 
pressure  that  there  is  upon  them  from  the  Strand  and 
elsewhere  for  cleansing  and  so  forth,  I  will  not  advise 
the  Duke  to  contribute  something  in  respect  of  the 
cleansing  of  the  streets,  the  Strand  and  Bow  Street, 
and  Wellington  Street,  outside  the  market  area. 

2602.  A  previous  witness  mentioned  that  350/.  a 
year  had  been  paid  by  the  Duke  to  the  local  authority, 
as  I  understood  for  the  cleansing  of  the  streets,  and 
that  it  had  been  discontinued  ?  —  Yes,  that  is  so. 
It  was  discontinued  a  few  years  ago,  not  being  con- 
sidered any  longer  necessary.  It  was  only  a  gift 
given  at  a  time  when  there  seemed  to  be  a  necessity 
for  it. 

2603.  You  did  not  do  it  in  pursuance  of  any  legal 
obligation  ? — None  whatever ;  it  was  a  mere  voluntary 
gift. 

2604.  {Lord  Balfour.)  You  mentioned  that  under 
your  charter  you  get  the  tolls  from  the  vendor 
rather  than  from  the  purchaser  of  the  articles; 
is  there  any  principle  underlying  that? — Yes,  it 
is  under  the  regulating  Acts.  The  principle 
underlying  it  is  this  :  that  ordinarily  tolls  are  payi^le 
by  the  purchasers  for  the  use  of  the  market.  I  happen 
to  know  the  fact  that  the  first  regulating  Act  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century  was  merely  a  reflex  of  the 
custom  that  had  sprung  up  in  the  market  of  taking 
the  toll  from  the  seller  and  not  from  the  buyer. 

2605.  Is  there  any  objection  made  to  that  system  ? 
— ^Not  at  all ;  it  is  quite  a  wise  one. 

2606.  And  you  attach  value  to  it  ? — It  is  wise  in 
every  way  ;  it  is  for  everybody's  advantage  that  it 
should  be  so. 

2607.  Have  you  any  figures  that  would  show  to 
the  Commission  a  comparison  oF  the  state  of  the 
volume  of  trade  in  1828  and  the  present  time  ? — I  do 
not  think  I  have ;  I  could  look  in  my  office,  there 
may  be  returns  which  would  show  it. 

2608.  Of  course  the  volume  of  trade  is  increasing 
very  rapidly? — Very  rapidly;  it  increases  with  the 
population  of  London,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
ordinary  law  of  supply  and  demand. 

2609.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  you  hoped  the 
extension  which  you  had  recently  undertaken  and 
were  now  undertaking  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  the 
crowding  of  streets  round  about  to  cease  ? — So  far  as 
the  vendors  are  concerned;  but  the  streets  round 
about  will  be  filled  by  an  increased  number  of  pur- 
chasers. The  Commission  will  readily  understand 
that  a  market  such  as  this  is  made  up  not  only  of  the 
vendors  but  of  the  purchasers.  Those  purchasers 
buy  goods,  which  goods  have  to  be  taken  away.  Nearly 
every  purchaser  brings  a  vehicle  of  some  kind  into 
which  to  put  his  purchases,  it  may  be  a  van  or  a  cart, 
a  two-horse  van,  or  a  single  horse  cart,  or  a  donkey 
barrow,  perht^s. 

2610.  How  do  you  draw  a  distinction  between  the 
obstruction  caused  by  the  purchasers  and  that  caused 
by  the  vendors  ?— It  is  a  very  simple  distinction.  I 
may,  perhaps,  give  the  most  familiar  instance.  A 
waggon-load  of  cabbages  is  drawn  up,  we  will  say,  by 
way  of  illustration,  at  the  end  of  Russell  Street. 
Russell  Street  is  the  main  thoroughfare  leading  into 
the  maricet,  and  if  a  man  draws  up  there  with  a 
waggOBhload  of  cabbages  which  he  is  selling  from  the 
tail  of  his  waggon,  he  remains  there  for  several  hours, 
probably  from  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 
market  opens,  till  9  o'clock,  when  it  closes.  He  is 
there  permanently  fixed,  and  it  becomes  a  shop  for  the 
moment,  and  with  the  people  congregating  about  the 
tail  of  the  waggon  and  buyers  coming  up  to  him,  and 
so  forth,  and  distribution  going  on  from  the  tail  of  the 


waggon,  congestion  is  caused  at  that  particular  point. 
Whereas  the  buyer  comes  and  buys  his  dozen  or  two 
dozen  of  cabbages,  takes  them  away,  puts  them  into 
his  cart,  and  is  gone. 

2611.  The  one  is  more  permanent  than  the  other? 
— The  one  is  so  to  speak  permanent. 

2612.  Then  the  expression  of  your  hope  that  the 
obstruction  would  cease  is  confined  to  the  vendors  ?— > 
Yes,  I  have  no  control  over  the  purchasers  at  all ; 
they  are  the  general  public 

261 3.  Can  you  give  us  any  figures  to  show  upon 
what  that  hope  is  founded  ? — It  is  founded  upon  the 
experience  of  the  latter  part  of  the  year  since  we 
opened  that  portion  which  we  call  the  southern  area. 
I  may  remark  that  the  men  who  have  these  overflow 
waggons  would  have  other  waggons  of  their  own  within 
the  chartered  area.  Those  men  are  ready  to  go  and 
take  their  waggons  and  congregate  them  all  together, 
because  it  makes  a  better  market  for  them  than 
standing  about  singly. 

2614.  You  could  probably  furnish  the  Commission 
at  some  time  with  more  distinct  figures  as  to  the 
expenditure  under  the  three  heads  of  buildings,  pur- 
chase of  lea&es,  and  what  you  set  down  as  the  fee 
simple  value  of  the  areas  ? — I  could  have  a  valuation 
made  of  the  fee  simple  value. 

2615.  I  should  not  ask  for  a  valuation ;  I  should 
like  to  see  your  own  estimate  ? — I  am  a  lawyer  and 
not  a  land  surveyor. 

2616!  You  mentioned  the  fee  simple  value,  I  think  ? 
— His  lordship  asked  what  was  the  capital  expenditure 
represented  by  the  market,  and  I  mentioned  it.  I 
also  gave  the  capital  expenditure  on  the  buildings. 

2617.  You  did  not  give  any  figures  a«  to  the  buying 
up  of  leases  ;  could  you  do  so  ? — I  could,  by  reference 
to  papers  and  books  ;  I  do  not  carry  it  in  my  head. 

2618.  As  regards  the  fee  simple  areas,  would  you 
reckon  them  at  their  present  value  or  at  their  value 
when  the  market  was  placed  upon  them  ? — I  should 
think  you  must  reckon  them  at  their  present  value 
in  the  same  way,  as  one  reckons  the  value  of  the 
buildings  that  I  am  now  putting  up.  I  have  spent 
50,000/.  on  the  flower  market ;  that  is  the  present 
expenditure.  I  pulled  down  houses  and  the  ground 
was  lettable.  On  that  southern  area  I  conld  put 
30  houses,  and  it  has  therefore  a  building  value. 

2619.  Could  you  build  over  the  area  which  you 
have  marked  pink  ? — ^No,  I  cannot  build  over  it  except 
under  the  Act. 

2620.  Then  it  would  not  be  quite  fair  to  take  the 
fee  simple  value  of  that  as  building  ground  at  the 
present  time  ? — I  think  if  you  were  making  an  esti- 
mate of  value  in  that  direction  it  would  be  fair  to  take 
it  It  would  be  put  in  this  way,  I  think,  perhaps : 
supposing  that  you  were  coming  to  me  to  buy  it, 
supposing  that  the  Duke  wished  to  sell  the  market  to 
you  with  the  land  upon  which  the  market  is  held, 
the  market  being  distinct  from  the  land  on  which  it  is 
held 

2621.  I  shonldaskyou  to  calculate  it,  should  I  not, 
upon  the  average  annual  drawings  from  the  market, 
with  a  sum  down  for  prospective  increase  ? — I  wish 
you  would  pay  at  that  rate.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  so,  I  do  not  think  that  that  would  be  the  way  in 
which  it  would  be  valued. 

2622.  I  want  your  view  of  it  ? — ^I  think  it  would  be 
taken  at  the  fee  simple  value  of  it  as  building  land  ;  it 
is  in  a  building  locality. 

2623.  {Chairman,)  But  is  not  that  land  appro- 
priated permanently  to  the  market,  and  has  not  the 
public  a  right  to  see  that  the  market  is  not  taken  away  ? 
—Yes. 

2624.  In  that  case  it  would  not  be  utilised  either  by 
the  Duke,  or  by  any  purchaser,  as  building  land  ? — 
Certainly  not  ;  but  when  the  Duke  made  an  offer  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  transfer  the 
market  to  them,  there  was  no  question  of  value  raii^ed 
at  that  time ;  no  price  was  asked ;  it  was  not  made  a 
condition  in  any  way.  But  if  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  had  gone  on  with  the  negotiation'  and  said. 
We  will  take  over  the  market;  then  two  expert  valuers 
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Mr.  \  R. 

BoumsoMd 

Mr.  J,  AMMbee. 

1  Mar.  188^. 


would  probably  have  been  appointed,  and  I  suppose 
those  gentlemen  would  have  valued  it  in  the  way  I  am 
now  indicating. 

2626.  {Lard  Balfour.)  Bnt  that  is  a  different  value 
from  the  capital  inve&ted  by  the  Duke  in  the  con<luct 
of  his  market? — But  the  market  stands  upon  land 
belonging  to  him.  Markets  may  be  held  upon  land 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  person  who  owns  the 
market.  The  market  n'ght  and  the  land  upon  which 
the  market  is  held  are  two  distinct  things,  and  there- 
fore would  be  capable  of  two  distinct  values.  The 
market  qua  market  would  be  valued  as  a  going  con- 
cern. The  land  upon  which  it  is  held  would  bo 
valued  as  land,  and  the  buildings  would  be  taken  as 
buildings. 

2626.  It  is  in  order  to  get  your  view  of  what  you 
put  down  as  capital  expenditure  that  I  wished  to  ask 
you  the  question,  and  still  would  like  to  know  what 
you  would  put  down  as  the  capital  value  invested  by 
the  Duke  in  the  conduct  of  the  market  under  the  three 
heads.  You  have  given  me  the  buildings,  you  have 
promised  the  expenditure  upon  buying  up  leases,  and 
I  want  to  know  whether  you  can  give  me  the  third 
item  ? — I  can  ascertain  what  one  supposes  to  be  the 
fee  simple  value  of  the  land  that  is  included  in  all  these 
operations. 

2627.  {Chairman,)  Is  it  not  land,  in  whoever's 
possession  it  may  be,  which  is  saddled  with  the  obliga- 
tion to  hold  a  market  upon  it,  and  which  is  therefore 
not  to  be  treated  as  under  any  possible  circumstances 
building  land  ? — Yes ;  it  goes  under  that  general 
phrase  which  one  has  used  before,  *'  dedicated." 

2628.  {Lord  Balfour.)  As  it  is  dedicated,  would  it 
not  in  your  opinion  be  fairer  in  stating  the  capital  ex- 
penditure incurred  by  the  Duke  or  by  his  predecessor  in 
starting  the  market,  to  take,  at  least  for  Uie  purposes  of 
comparison,  the  value  of  the  land  at  the  time  at  which 
it  was  so  dedicated  ? — No  one  can  find  out  what  was 
the  value  of  land  in  London  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

2629.  Perhaps  I  am  not  entitled  to  ask  your 
opinion,  but  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  take  that  as  a  method  of  calculatin^r  it  ?— 
With  the  utmost  deference,  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

2630.  {Sir  Thomas  Marlineau,)  Does  it  not  all 
come  to  tliis :  that  tlie  only  real  way  of  calculating  the 
value  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  is  to  base  it  upon  the 
revenue  that  he  gets  from  it  as  a  market? — That 
would  be  one  short  and  ready  way  of  doing  it ;  and  if 
we  had  30  years'  purchase  on  the  present  income  it 
would  be  a  very  good  way. 

2631.  Is  there  any  other  fair  way  of  getting  at  the 
value? — It  is  conceivable  that  there  may  be  other 
methods  of  arriving  at  it  if  it  became  necessary ;  but 
I  think  the  method  suggested  by  you  would  be  a  very 
ready  way  of  getting  at  a  value. 

2632.  ( Chairman.)  What  officers  are  employed  by 
the  owner  of  the  market  in  connexion  with  the 
market  ? — ^The  officers  exclusively  employed  are  one 
superintendent,  three  collectors,  four  sub-collectors, 
one  office  clerk,  one  head  porter,  two  attendants,  one 
police  sergeant,  and  six  police  constables.  Those  are 
exclusively  employed  in  connexion  with  the  market. 
Then  the  market  is  under  my  responsible  control 
and  supervision,  and  a  great  deal  of  what  we  may 
term  the  clerkly  work  is  done  at  my  office,  by  my 
own  staff,  who  are  employed  for  other  matters  than 
the  market. 

2633.  What  are  the  salaries  paid  to  the  superinten- 
dent and  staff? — The  salaries  to  the  superintendent 
and  staff,  exclusive  of  the  police,  amount  to  1,631/.  4«. ; 
and  in  addition  to  that  there  is  a  house  rent  free 
for  the  superintendent,  and  uniform  for  the  superin- 
tendent and  staff.  The  police  are  hired  fi*om  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Force  and  cost  804/.  4«.  per 
annum. 

2634.  Wliat  is  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  and 
his  st'^ff? — The  superintendent  and  his  staff  allot 
spaces  tor  growers  and  salesmen  and  higglers,  direct 
the  unloading  of  produce  bifought,  collect  the  rents 
and  tolls,  and  generally  see  to  the  good  management 
of  the  market. 


2635.  Is  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  refuse,  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  streets  in  connexion  with  the 
market,  borne  by  the  owner  of  the  market,  or  by 
whom  ? — All  the  cost  of  cleansing  and  removing  the 
refuse  within  the  market  quadrangle,  including  the 
street  way  in  the  market  quadrangle,  is  borne  by  the 
owner  of  the  market. 

2636.  I  believe  you  are  willing  to  give  us  the 
average  annual  expenditure  during  the  last  three 
years  for  which  the  accounts  have  been  made  up  ?— 
The  average  annual  expenditure  on  the  chartered 
market  for  the  three  years  ending  December  1886  was 
10,115/.  18*.  Ud. 

2637.  That  does  not  include  the  flower  market, 
which  is  only  just  completed? — It  does  not  include 
the  flower  market,  nor  the  other  areas  which  at 
that  time  had  not  been  brought  into  use 

2638.  That  will,  of  course,  add  to  the  annual  ex- 
penditure ? — It  will,  and  to  the  annual  income. 

2639.  What  do  you  take  the  addition  to  the  expen- 
diture to  be,  s6  far  as  can  be  judged  ? — The  addition, 
so  &r  as  the  flower  market  is  concerned,  which  is 
actually  finished  and  is  now  in  a  perfect  state,  will  be 
about  2,000/.  a  year. 

2640.  Then  we  may  take  it  that  the  annual  outlay 
is,  in  round  numbers,  12,000/.  ? — ^The  annual  expen- 
diture will  probably  be  this  year  and  in  future  years 
12,000/. 

2641.  Besides  the  receipts  from  tolls,  rents,  and 
stallages,  we  understand  that  there  are  no  other 
receipts? — There  are  no  other  receipts.  We  bring 
them  all  under  one  or  other  of  those  heads. 

2642.  What  do  the  tolls  yield  ?— The  tolls  in  the 
chartered  market  yielded  13,000/.  on  the  average  of 
three  vears,  ending  1886,  and  the  rents  and  staUagea 
12,303/. 

2643.  Therefore  we  may  reckon  it  in  round  num- 
bers as  an  outlay  of  12,00b/.  a  year,  and  an  income 
of  25,000/.  a  year  gross,  with  a  probable  prospective 
increase  ? — Yes,  that  is  exclusive  of  the  flower  market 
and  the  other  areas. 

2644.  {Lord  Balfour,)  I  think  the  average  expen- 
diture for  three  years  was  only  10,115/.  ? — ^Yes,  up  to 
that  date. 

2645.  The  other  2,000/.  is  only  prospective  ?— Yes, 
after  1886.  Those  figures  were  given  up  to  the  end 
of  1886.     We  are  now  in  1888. 

2646.  So  that  prior  to  1886  the  surplus  of  income 
over  expenditure  was  over  15,000/.  ? — You  are  quite 
right.  They  are  both  given  up  to  the  same  date,  the 
end  of  1886. 

2647.  {Mr,  CItarrington,)  Does  a  return  of  25,000/, 
represent  a  fair  interest  for  the  amount  of  capital 
that  has  been  embarked  in  the  market  and  the  sacri* 
flee  that  has  been  made  of  houses,  which  in  fact  form 
part  of  the  capital  of  the  market? — Those  figures 
have  reference  to  the  chartered  market,  and  the  ex- 
penditure relates  to  the  chartered  market.  If  we  are 
to  include  the  flower  market  and  those  other  areas 
which  were  nut  in  existence  for  market  purposes  at 
th3  time  when  these  figures  were  calculated,  these 
figures  would  want  readjusting  ;  but  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1886  the  figures  stood  as  I  have  stated  : 
10,115/.  the  average  expenditure,  and  25,300/.  the 
average  income.  That  is  exclusive  of  the  flower 
market  and  exclusive  of  those  additions  which  have 
been  made  since  the  year  1886.  I  can  give  the  result 
of  one  year's  working  of  the  flower  market,  because 
the  building  is  perfectly  completed,  and  has  been  com- 
pleted through  the  whole  of  the  year  1887,  and  there- 
fore we  know  what  that  is.  The  other  areas  that  are  still 
in  the  builder's  hands  we  merely  use  as  we  can,  little 
bits  at  a  time. 

2648.  There  was  a  large  sacrifice  of  rental,  was 
there  notP — A  considerable  sacrifice.  There  were 
30  houses,  representing  3,000/.  a  year  income  at  least 
on  that  area.     That  is  gone. 

2649.  You  will  not  regain  that  amount  in  tolls  ?-^* 
That  will  be  lost,  we  shall  never  regain  that. 

2650.  {Chairman.)  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that 
that  extension  of  the  market  has  notj^^en  undei*taken 
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without  a  considerable  samfico  of  personal  income  ? 
— A  great  sacrifice ;  and  the  same  with  the  flower 
market.  Here  again  with  this  clearance  which  we 
are  making  there  is  a  great  loss  of  income.  From 
those  houses  we  were  rcceiying  rent.  There  was  a 
very  large  hotel,  the  Bedford  Hotel,  which  had  some 
history  of  its  own,  and  that  has  gone.  There  was 
also  a  block  of  houses,  all  of  them  yielding  from  100/. 
to  1501,  a  year  rent.  Here  again  these  houses  (point' 
ing  to  the  plan)  were  let  at  120/.  The  guardians' 
office  was  let  at  a  very  low  rent,  because  it  was  let  to 
them  as  guardians.  The  old  Bow  Street  police  court 
has  disappeared  in  this  clearance. 

2661.  What  are  the  highest  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages 
which  the  owner  is  empowered  to  levy  in  the  market, 
and  what  are  the  toils,  rents,  and  stallages  actually 
levied  ? — Taking  tho^  two  divisions,  rents  and  tolls, 
rents  are  payable  for  shops,  offices,  buildings,  and 
cellars ;  also  for  spaces  known  as  growers*  yearly  cart 
stands  and  yearly  pitching  stands  ;  also  for  spaces 
known  as  higglers'  stands,  or  daily  stands.  Tolls  are 
paid  on  casual  waggons  and  on  all  produce  brought 
into  the  market  oUier  than  that  brought  by  growers 
having  yearly  stands  who  pay  no  toll.  Under  the 
regulating  statute  no  scale  of  rents  for  shops  and 
buildings  is  given.  These  are  let  at  rents  varying 
with  the  position  or  size  and  other  circumstances 
connected  with  the  premises.  The  highest  rent  paid 
for  a  shop  with  offices  and  cellarage  is  one  that  lets 
for  8/.  8«.  per  week.  The  lowest  rent  for  a  shop  is 
12*.  per  week,  the  occupiers,  of  course,  paying  no 
rates  or  taxes,  or  repairs,  or  for  water,  or  for  the 
general  gas,  all  of  which  are  paid  for  by  the  market 
management.  Under  the  regulating  statute  the  highest 
rent  fixed  for  a  grower's  pitching  or  waggon  stand  is 
1*.  per  square  foot  uncovered,  or  1*.  ZcL  per  square 
foot  covered.  The  rent  so  fixed  is  the  rent  that  now 
is  and  always  has  been  charged.  The  stands  vary  in 
area  to  suit  the  convenience  of  growers,  the  rents 
varying  accordingly  from  1/.  28,  to  16/.  11«.  6d. 
per  annum.  The  growers  who  occupy  these  yearly 
stands  are  free  of  all  tolls  on  goods  grown  by  them- 
selves and  sold  upon  their  own  stands.  The  higglers' 
daily  rent  is  U.  per  stand,  which  was  fixed  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  had  been  so  before  the  Act  was 
passed.  I  happen  to  have  the  means  of  knowing  that 
the  tolls  we  are  now  collecting  are  just  the  same  tolls 
as  were  collected  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  and  have 
been  uniformly  collected  right  through  from  the  time 
when  the  charter  was  granted.  The  highest  toll 
empowered  to  be  levied  in  the  market  and  actually 
levied  is  the  sum  of  d#.  per  waggon  and  2«.  per  cart 


laden  with  holly  and  other  evergreens.  The  lowest 
toll  under  the  Act  for  a  cart  standing  is  4f/.  The 
lowest  toll  paid  by  custom  for  a  cart  is  6d,  All 
goods  that  are  pitched  (except  growera'  stuff  on 
the  growers'  yearly  pitching  stands)  are  liable  to 
toll.  This  toll  varies  with  the  commodity,  as  for 
example,  1*.  2d.  per  ton  for  potatoes  when  reckoned 
by  the  ton,  or  \d,  per  sack  when  reckoned  by  the  sack ; 
4c/.  for  a  chest  of  oranges,  and  2d,  for  a  box  of  oranges : 
peas  and  beans  \d.  per  sieve  or  bushel,  or  \d,  per 
sack ;  apples,  plums,  and  other  articles  of  a  like  nature, 
^.  per  sieve  or  bushel:  carrots,  1*.  Qd.  per  score 
dozen  bundles.  I  give  those  as  examples  of  the  vary- 
ing nature  of  the  tolls.  Smce  the  passing  of  the 
regulating  statutes  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
form  in  which  different  descriptions  of  goods  are  sent 
to  the  market,  especially  since  the  introduction  of 
foreign  goods.  The  statutory  table  of  tolls  is 
not  now  strictly  applicable  in  the  letter,  but  by 
practice  and  common  consent  all  pitched  goods  for 
toll  purposes  are  brought  within  one  of  the 
following  denominations :— Boxes,  2</.,  half-boxes,  Irf., 
lemons  in  cases  and  barrels  of  apples,  \^d,  (That 
\^  is  arrived  at  in  this  way.  A  ^«£.  a  bushel  is  the 
standard  toll.  So  wherever  a  thing  is  capable  of  being 
made  into  a  bushel  measurement  \d,  is  taken.  These 
barrels  of  apples  are  said  to  contain  three  bushels,  and 
so  they  pay  l\d,  a  barrel.)  Then  bushels  or  sieves 
pay  \d, ;  sacks  or  hampers,  Id, ;  crates,  2d, ;  tons 
of  potatoes,  1*.  2d, ;  strawberries  in  rounds  or  boxes, 
2d,  These  tolls  are  all  paid  by  the  vendor,  anl  not 
by  the  buyer. 

2662.  Under  the  Act  you  have  power,  I  apprehend, 
to  make  byelaws  and  r^ulations  ? — We  have  power  to 
make  byelaws  under  the  last  Act  of  G^eorge  IV. 

2663.  And  I  think  you  have  handed  in  a  copy  of 
the  byelaws  ? — ^I  have  handed  in  a  copy  of  the  bye- 
laws that  were  made  immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act. ,  The  owner  of  the  market  has  power,  under 
the  Act,  to  vary  the  byelaws,  but  no  variation  has  ever 
been  made. 

2654.  Are  any  records  kept  of  the  prices  of  the 
commodities  sold  in  the  market  ? — No  official  record 
is  kept  of  prices  but  only  of  the  quantities,  because 
the  rents  and  tolls  are  quite  uuafiiected  by  the  prices 
of  the  commodities.  The  prices  vary  during  the  day. 
The  price  in  the  morning  is  different  from  the  price 
in  the  afternoon. 

2655.  I  suppose  that  in  regard  to  the  articles  sold 
in  the  market  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  fix 
an  averajge  price  ? — ^I  think  it  would  be  an  absolute 
impossibihty. 


Mr.  J.  R, 

Bpumeand 

Mr,  J.  Aasbee, 

1  Mbt.  ISSS. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


ELEVENTH  DAY. 


Friday,  2nd  March  1888. 


prbsbnt: 
Tub  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Ciiair. 
Thb    Right    Hon.    the   Lord   Balfour    of  I  Sib  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Burleigh.  |  Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  ALP. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary. 
Mr.  John  Robert  Bourne  aud  Mr.  John  Assbee  further  examined. 


2656.  (Chairman,)  Is  there  any  explanation  that 

yon  wish  to  offer  as  to  the  evidence  which  yon  gave 

yesterday  ? — One  question  was  asked  as  to  the  amount 

which  had  been  paid  ro  buy  up  outstanding  interests 

U     55730. 


Mr,  J.  i?. 

Bourne  and 

Mr,  J.  Assbee, 


in  order  to  make  the  enlargements  that  are  now  in 
progress.     I  could  not  answer  that  question  with  any 
decree  of  certainty  at  the  moment,  but  I  lind  on    t  Mar.  isss. 
reference  to  my  papers  that  a  sum  of  82,300/.  has  been 


Digiti: 


zedbyCfcOgle 


130 


ROYAL  COMMISSION    ON   MARKET   BIGHTS   AND   TOLLS: 


Afr. ./.  i?.  expended  in  buying  up  outstanding  interests  to  enable 
J^^^r^y^^L       the  clearance  to  be  made  at  the  present  time  instead 

^'  J f'  ^^'  of  waiting  for  the  falling-in   of   the   leases.      Then 

2  Mar.  1888.     another  question  was  asked,  whether  I  could  say  how 

much  rent  had  been  piven  up  by  reason  of  the  houses 

being  taken  out  of  occupation  and  the  open  spaces 
being  made.  I  have  not  been  able  perfectly  to  verify 
that,  but  roundly  speaking  5,000/.  a  year  has  been 
given  up,  so  that  the  income  from  rent  will  be  5,000/. 
a  year  less  than  it  was  formerly.  We  are  making 
gi-eat  clearances  in  order  to  enlarge  the  market.  In 
order  to  do  that  a  number  of  houses  have  been  pulled 
down.  For  instance,  there  were  30  houses  in  that 
quadrangle  (pointing  to  the  plan),  all  of  them  paying 
rent. 

2657.  ( Mr.  Picton.)  Then  the  rental  is  diminished 
by  extending  the  market  accommodation  ? — Yes,  and 
the  same  here  {pointing  to  another  part  of  the  plan); 
all  this  was  paying  rent.     That  rent  is  lost. 

2658.  (Chairman,)  I  believe  you  are  not  able  to 
tell  us  in  what  ratio  the  market  tolls  and  dues  stand 
to  the  value  of  the  marketable  commodities  on  which 
they  are  levied  ? — The  market  tolls  benr  no  appreci- 
able ratio  to  the  value  of  the  commodities  sold,  the 
sale  price  being  wholly  unaffected  by  the  tolls.  That 
is  a  fact  that  is  very  easily  shown,  and  instances  can 
readily  be  given.  For  instance,  the  toll  on  a  ton  of 
potatoes  is  Is.  2d,,  and  that  is  less  than  a  farthing  for 
28  lbs.,  and  of  course  there  is  no  coin  that  would 
represent  the  ratio  between  the  value  of  a  single  pound 
of  potatoes  in  the  consumer's  hands  and  the  toll  paid. 
The  price  of  a  ton  of  potatoes  of  course  varies  with 
the  season,  with  the  quality  of  the  goods,  and  with  the 
quantity  that  happens  to  be  put  into  the  market  on  any 
given  day.  The  price  varies  from  21.  lOs.  to  5/.  per 
ton,  but  the  toll  is  the  same  whatever  the  price  may 
be. 

2659.  But,  taking  the  price  at  the  lowest,  when 
therefore  the  toll  would  be  relatively  highest,  it  comes, 
does  it  not,  to  I*.  2d.  upon  the  value  of  505.  ? — ^Yes. 

2660.  That  is  something  more  than  one-fiftieth  ? — 
About  that.  Then  as  regards  other  things,  take,  for 
instance,  a  handle  basket  of  grapes,  in  which  there 
would  be  from  20  lbs.  to  25  lbs.  in  weight ;  the  toll 
for  the  whole  is  a  penny.  The  wholesale  price  will 
vary  from  1*.  to  5*.  per  lb.  according  to  the  circum- 
staiice*^. 

2661.  In  that  case  the  toll  is  actually  unappreciable  ? 
—It  is  actually  unappreciable.  Taking  commoner 
articles,  another  instance  may  be  given  in  the  case  of 
the  toll  on  a  waggon  load  of  carrots  that  may  be 
brought  in  by  a  grower  not  having  a  yearly  stand. 
The  growers  that  have  yearly  stands  pay  no  tolls 
whatever.  The  toll  for  a  waggon  load  of  carrots  is 
2s.  6d.  under  the  regulating  statute.  That  waggon 
contains  about  80  dozen  or  960  bunches.  The  selling 
price  from  the  waggon  will  be  on  an  average  5^.  per 
score  or  Sd.  per  bunch.  The  toll  is  about  Jrf.  per 
■core  or  ^^^d.  per  bunch. 

2662.  Therefore,  if  the  toll  were  entirely  removed 
it  would  not  make  any  appreciable  difference  in  the 
price  ? — It  could  not  make  any  appreciable  difference 
in  the  price.  The  toll  is  not  paid  by  the  buyer,  but 
by  the  vendor  in  the  shape  of  rent  for  his  shop  or  his 
stand,  as  the  case  may  be ;  the  toll  becomes,  practically, 
the  vendor's  rent  for  his  standing,  and  is  not  paid  by 
the  purchaser.  In  the  case  of  common  things,  like 
currants  again,  the  toll  would  be  about  j^j^d.  per  lb. 
There  is  no  appreciable  ratio  between  the  two  things. 

2663.  Can  you  tell  us  within  what  distance  and 
during  what  times  the  market  rates  are  enforcible 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  goods  outside  the  market 
buildings  ? — The  market  area  and  the  market  build- 
ings are  not  synonymous.  Many  of  the  transactions 
are  outside  the  market  buildings  although  within  the 
market  area.  That  is  more  apparent  by  a  reference 
to  the  plan.  The  only  buildings  are  those  that  are 
hatched;  all  the  rest  is  area,  but  not  building.  In 
several  of  the  shops  belonging  to  the  Duke,  im- 
mediately near  to  but  not  within  the  market  area,  the 
tenants  are  permitted  to  sell  produce,  and  ^ro  regarded 


as  market  tenants,  and  pay  the  tolls  the  same  as  in 
the  market ;  and  in  one  adjoining  street  there  are  a 
few  shops  not  on  the  estate,  the  occupiers  of  which 
sell  market  produce  without  interference  from  the 
market  owner. 

2664.  You  say  that  the  tenants  are  permitted  to 
sell  produce  in  those  shops  belonging  to  the  Duke  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  market ;  does 
that  imply  that  he  would  have  a  right  to  prohibit  the 
sale  ? — ^Your  Lordship  will  see  that  there  is  a  distinction 
where  a  man  is  tenant  of  the  house  carrying  on  a  trade 
that  may  or  may  not  be  permitted  or  prohibited  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  his  lease.  I  might  give  this 
as  an  illustration :  in  Eussell  Street  there  are  two 
shops.  The  people  who  occupy  those  houses  use  the 
upper  part  of  the  houses  as  offices.  In  the  lower  part 
they  have  stores,  and  they  carry  on  their  sales  by 
auction  in  the  long  market ;  but  the  two  are  worked 
together.  I  gave  the  answer  in  order  to  be  quite 
accurate  and  to  give  the  fuJlest  information  as  to  this 
question. 

2665.  As  to  the  question  of  rents  and  tolls,  we  liad 
a  complaint  from  a  witness  yesterday,  that  the  rents 
have,  in  many  cases,  been  doubled,  and  in  some  cases 
nearly  trebled,  at  every  change  of  occupancy ;  is  that 
a  fact  ? — I  really  cannot  undertake  to  answer  a  vague 
general  question.  If  any  specific  instance  can  be 
stated  I  will  answer  it.  As  a  general  question  wanting 
a  mere  general  answer,  I  may  say  that  when  tenancies 
have  changed  there  have  been  changes  in  the  rents. 
A«;  an  illustration,  I  may  say  that  a  man  occupied  a 
shop  in  the  centre  row  (which,  as  you  are  aware,  is 
for  retail  purposes)  probably  for  over  40  years.  He 
continued  to  occupy  it  at  the  same  rent  that  he  paid 
40  years  before.  He  died  there  on  the  premises.  The 
shop  was  closed  after  his  death.  It  was  then  put  up 
to  tender  to  anybody  who  might  choose  to  tender 
for  it,  and  the  rent  that  was  tendered  was  certainly 
very  far  in  excess  of  the  rent  that  this  good  old  man 
had  been  paying  that  had  been  fixed  40  years  ago  and 
had  remained  unchanged  as  long  as  the  man  remained  in 
occupancy.  My  practice  is  when  shops  become  empty 
to  put  them  up  to  tender. 

2666.  And  so  to  get  at  the  fisdr  market  value  ? — 
Yes. 

2667.  I  presume  we  may  take  it  that  the  market 
value  has  increased  in  the  last  30  or  40  years  in  con- 
sequence of  the  large  increase  of  population  ? — There 
has  been  a  general  increase  in  all  rents  everywhere, 
and  anything  in  the  market  that  consists  of  rent, 
naturally  partakes  of  that  same  increase.  But  the 
tolls  are  fixed ;  they  are  the  same  that  were  paid  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Notwithstanding  the  change 
in  the  value  of  money,  the  tolls  remain  unalterable. 

2668.  We  had  a  complaint  yesterday  that  salesmen 
and  others  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  tolls 
they  ought  to  pay,  because  the  rates  were  not  put  up 
in  a  place  where  they  were  visible,  or  at  least  con- 
spicuous ;  is  there  any  truth  in  that  statement  ? — I 
have  never  heard  of  any  complaint  from  any  salesman, 
there  never  is  any  difficulty ;  we  never  have  any 
discussion  with  any  salesman.  The  tolls  are  painted 
up.  Possibly  at  the  present  moment  they  may  be 
wanting  to'^be  repainted. 

2669.  But  it  is  the  first  time  that  ^ou  have  heard 
any  complaint  of  the  kind  ? — I  never  remember  any 
complaint  Having  asked  our  superintendent, 
Mr.  Assbee,  who  is  in  daily  contact  with  the  salesmen, 
whether  there  is  any  complaint,  I  find  that  there  has 
been  a  remark  that  the  old  table  of  tolls  which  was 
painted  up  wants  re-painting,  and  that  will  bo  done  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  painting  the  market.  There  is 
a  market  office  where  the  superintendent's  staff  and 
clerks  are  always,  and  the  tolls  can  always  be  had  by 
application ;  but  as  I  have  already  stated  there  has 
been  no  alteration  in  the  tolls. 

2670.  We  have  had  another  complaint  made  to  us 
that  the  tolls  are  beyond  the  rate  authorised  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament  ;  have  you  heard  any  complaint  to 
thnt  effect  ? — As  a  general  answer  I  should  say  no. 
Vfe  collect  tbo  tolls  now  that  hftve  be^n  (5ollecte4 
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through  the  ages.  As  you  will  readily  understand,  of 
necessity  certain  changes  have  to  be  made,  hecause  of 
the  different  methods  in  which  produce  is  brought  to 
market.  For  instance,  it  used  to  be  the  fashion  to 
bring  things  in  on  the  head,  and  there  was  a  certain 
toll  called  a  head  load  toll  of  so  much  per  head  load. 
That  is  dropjMjd ;  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  head 
load  now.  Then  again,  tdmgs  were  brought  into  the 
market  by  maunds,  a  measure  that  has  ceased  to  be. 
Then  they  bring  goods  in  now  in  small  packages  for 
convenience  of  conveyance  by  rail.  Our  difficulty  is 
to  reduce  them  to  the  common  denominator  of  a  hushel, 
and  as  you  will  readily  understand  there  may  be  occa- 
sionally differences  of  opinion  whether  three  little 
baskets  make  a  bushel  or  whether  it  should  be  four 
little  baskets.  But  with  such  an  exception  as  that  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  suggestion  that  there 
is  any  variation  in  the  toll,  or  that  any  toll  is  taken 
that  IS  not  authorised. 

2671.  The  charge  by  the^Act  is  one  halfpenny 
per  bushel,  is  it  not  ? — Per  bushel  or  sieve.  There 
again  there  is  a  diflBculty  about  that  expression  "  sieve  " 
or  **  bushel."  Some  growers  have  a  wicker  basket 
which  passes  current  under  the  name  of  a  sieve  which 
does  not  contain  the  same  quantity  as  the  standard 
bushel  under  the  standard  weights  and  measures.  It 
is  almost  a  colloquial  phrase  now,  and  our  difficulty 
is  to  get  these  things  down  to  the  common  denomi- 
nator of  a  bushel.  I  may  give  as  another  illustration 
of  that ;  the  "  barreL"  The  apples  that  come  from 
America  come  in  barrels.  Those  barrels  were 
unknown  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and 
are  not  provided  for  by  the  schedule  to  the  Act ; 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  barrel  of  apples  there. 
What  is  done  is  to  reduce  the  barrel  of  apples 
to  bushels ;  and  it  has  been  found  that,  ordinaiily 
speaking,  taking  one  cargo  with  another,  the  barrels 
contain  on  the  average  three  bushels;  and  so  the 
system  has  grown  up  of  charging  l\d.  per  barrel  for 
a  barrel  of  American  apples.  Then  they  are  begin- 
ning to  send  apples  from  Canada ;  but  they  do  not 
send  them  in  quite  the  same  sized  barrels  as  they 
send  them  in  from  the  States.  A  discnssion  I  believe 
is  likely  to  arise  between  some  of  the  salesmen  and 
our  superintendent  as  to  whether  these  Canadian 
barrels  do  or  do  not  contain  the  three  bushels.  If 
it  is  found  that  on  the  average  they  only  contain  two 
bushels  they  will  be  treated  as  two  bushels,  and  only 
Id,  will  be  charged  for  them  ;  but  until  that  is  ascer- 
tained they  will  go  on  paying  l^d. 

2672.  I  understand  the  complaint  made  to  us  to 
be  tliis :  that  the  charge  of  one  halfpenny  which 
ought  to  be  a  charge  per  bushel  is  imposed  where 
the  quantity  is  much  less  than  a  bushel ;  is  that 
&o? — I  think  in  the  way  that  I  am  stating  where 
things  are  brought  in  in  packages  or  baskets  or  what 
not  containing  less  than  a  bushel  there  is  a  difficulty 
now  and  again  in  bringing  them  up  to  the  denomina- 
tion of  a  bushel ;  but  ordinarily  it  is  a  convenient  thing 
to  take  the  halfpenny  :  where  the  toll  i*  so  small 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  go  lower. 

2673.  Another  complaint  has  been  made  that  in  the 
case  of  fruit  sent  in  from  abroad  toll  is  first  paid  by 
the  importers,  and  that  if  such  fruit  is  sold  and 
delivered  to  purchasers  holding  stands  or  having 
shops  in  the  market,  a  second  toll  is  then  taken  from 
the  buyer  ;  is  that  the  case  ?  —  That  is  not  true. 
Under  the  Act  we  are  entitled  to  take  toll  upon  all 
goods  thac  are  sold  that  are  not  the  produce  of  a  man 
having  a  yearly  stand.  That  toll  is  taken  from  the 
vendor  and  not  from  the  buyer.  The  exception  to 
that  is  in  the  22nd  section  of  the  last  regulating  Act : 
"  Be  it  further  enacted,*  that  from  and  after  the 
*'  passing  of  this  Act  no  toll  shall  be  payable  by  any 
"  person  who  shall  buy  any  fruit,  flowers,  vegetables, 
"  roots,  or  herbs,  within  the  market  for  or  in  respect 
"  of  such  fruit,  flowers,  vegetables,  roots,  or  herbs 
**  .sold  by  him,  her,  or  them,  bought  within  the 
'^  market,  unless  the  same  shall  be  by  biui,  her,  or 
^-^  them  again  pitched,  placed,  exposed  for  sale,  or  sold 
^<  within  the  market ;"  the  meaning  being  that  the 


purchaser  as  purchaser  pays  no  toll.     A  vendor  pays      Mr.  J.  /?. 
toll  for  the  privilege  of  selling.     People  buy  in  the      Boume  and 
market  and  sell  again  in  the  market  at  another  part.  ^^*  */.  Assbee, 
I  may  state  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  our  practice  has     ^  -^^^  jggg 

been  not  to  take  toll  from  persons  who  buy  in  the .*. * 

market  and  sell  again  in  the  market,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions.  I  do  not  mean  that  there  are  exceptions 
of  persons,  but  there  are  one  or  two  articles  upon 
which  toll  is  taken,  whether  the  goods  have  besn 
bought  in  the  market  or  brought  into  the  market 
from  without,  although  the  Act  authorises  us  to  take 
toll  from  persons  selling  in  the  market  when  they 
have  bought  the  goods  in  the  market. 

2674.  You  have  the  right  to  do  it,  but  you  do  not 
do  it  ?— Not  as  a  rule.  There  are  one  or  two  articles 
concerning  which  that  right  has  been  exercised.  Peas, 
for  instance,  are  brought  into  the  nuirket  and  sold, 
and  when  they  are  sold  again  the  second  venjdor  pays 
for  the  privilege  of  selling.  Since  the  introductiou  of 
the  foreign  trade,  as  it  is  called,  some  of  the  salesmen 
in  Co  vent  Garden  Market  are  also  salesmen  in  the 
city ;  they  are  men  who  sell  what  are  technically 
called  Spanish  goods  and  French  goods,  such  things 
as  oranges  and  lemons,  Spanish  oniocs,  foreign  grapes, 
and  things  of  that  kind.  Those  salesmen  sell  both  in 
the  market  and  in  Pudding  Lane,  or  at  the  dock  side. 
When  the  goods  are  brought  in  from  them  by  persons 
to  sell  again  in  the  market  we  take  a  toll  upon  those 
goods;  but  it  has  not  been  the  practice  to  take  the 
toll  upon  English  produce  brought  into  the  market 
and  sold  in  the  market  to  people  who  have  again  sold 
it  within  the  market  area,  though  by  law  we  are 
entitled  to  do  it.  It  is  curious  that  that  clause  which 
I  have  read  from  the  last  Act  was  a  clause  in  the 
former  Act ;  and  I  happen  to  know  that  when  this 
Act  of  1828  was  being  passed  it  was  fiercely  fought 
out  in  Committee  as  to  whether  or  not  the  clause  in 
tht3  old  Act  should  be  re-enacted,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  and  by  the  House  that  it  was 
a  proper  clause  to  introduce,  because,  inasmuch  as  the 
toll  yve^s  payable  by  the  vendor  and  not  by  the  pur- 
chaser, it  was  in  the  nature  of  rent  for  the  occupancy 
of  the  ground  for  the  purpose  of  selling.  The  old 
clause  in  the  Act  of  the  53rd  of  George  III.  ran  just 
in  the  same  way,  that  no  tolls  shall  be  paid  by  any 
person  buying  unless  the  same  shall  be  by  him,  her, 
or  them,  again  placed,  pitched,  or  exposed  for  sale  or 
sold  within  the  said  market.  So  that  there  is  no 
question  about  the  right ;  but  the  practice  has  been 
the  other  way,  that  we  have  not  taken  the  toll,  with  a 
few  exceptions. 

2675.  To  what  extent  are  sales  on  market  days 
otherwise  than  in  shops  or  in  market  buildings  pro- 
hibited?—It  never  has  been  found  necessary  to 
enforce  the  market  owner's  rights  in  respect  of  the 
very  limited  sales  that  take  place  outside  the  market 
area  by  the  few  people  that  I  have  referred  to  as 
occupying  houses  in  the  adjacent  streets.  It  is  so 
limited  that  we  do  not  interfere  with  their  selling  in 
shops.  We  think  we  have  the  rigbt,  but  it  is  not 
worth  exercising. 

2676.  Is  there  any  regulation  of  the  market  re- 
quiring any  transaction  to  be  made  through  particular 
agents,  factors,  or  brokers  ? — None  whatever.  Pro- 
ducers, who  do  not  themselves  attend  the  market,  select 
their  salesmen  or  agents  with  the  most  perfect 
freedom.  These  is  the  keenest  rivalry  among  the 
salesmen,  resulting  in  advantages  to  the  consignors. 
The  transactions  are  so  open  that  the  average  prices 
realised  on  a  given  day  can  be  known  to  the  world, 
and  any  complaint  of  irregularity  or  default  on  the 
part  of  a  salesman  is  investigated  by  the  superinten- 
dent ;  or  if  it  was  of  a  grave  nature  it  would  be 
investigated  by  mjself ;  and  repeated  irregularities  on 
the  part  of  a  salesman  would  lead  to  his  expulsion 
from  the  market. 

2677.  That,  I  presume,  has  not  happened  often  ? — 
Very  rarely,  indeed ;  and  it  is  very  rarely  that  any 
complaint  even  is  made  of  supposed  irregularity.  I 
suppose  that  in  the  last  ^vg  years  I  may  have  had  two 
complaints  from   foreigners   who   perhaps  have  not    T 
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Mr.  J.  R»      quite  understood  the  English  practice,  and  thought 

Boumeand    that  they  did  no^.  realise  quite  the  same  price  that 

Mr,  J,  AMsbee,  ^^^ir  next  door  neighbour  realised,  not  understanding 

2  MtfTsss     ^^®  ^^^  ^^*^  goods  sold  at  one  hour  in  the  day  will 

'        '    perhaps  fetch  a  different  price  from  goods  sold  at 

another  hour  in  the  day.     They  had  heard  that  their 

neighbour  Lad  received  so  much  from  one  salesman 

and  they  had  received  so  much  less,  the  explanation 

being  that  the  sales  did  not  take  place  at  the  same 

moment  of  the  day,  nor  were  the  goods  quite  of  the 

same  quality. 

2678.  I  think  we  need  hardly  ask  you  from  what 
districts  the  goods  sold  in  your  market  come,  because 
they  come  from  all  parts  of  the  world  ? — They  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  worid. 

2679.  Now  then,  as  to  the  accommodation  afforded 
by  the  market ;  has  it  been  complained  of  as  in* 
sufficient  or  as  unsuitable  for  the  local  trade  ? — Of 
course  <4ocal  trade"  has  very  little  significance  as 
applied   to   Covent   Garden   Market.     There   is  and 
always  has  been  a  local  trade  in  the  sense  of  supplying 
more  or  less  in  a  retail  way,  the  wants  of  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  the  large  hotels  of  the  West 
End  and  the  central  districts  of  London  ;  and  for  that 
class  of  business  there  is  ample  accommodation.     But 
the  chief  business  of  the  market  arises  from  its  being, 
as  it  has  been  for  some  generations,  the  great  central 
market  of  London ;  and  that  business  is  of  a  whole- 
sale kind  for  the   supply  of  commodities  for  other 
markets  and  for  distribution  through  the  larger  part 
of  the  metropolitan   area.      People   buy   in    Covent 
Garden   Market  and  take  the  goods  across  to  the 
Borough  Market  and  sell  them.    People  buy  and  send 
down  to  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  to  the 
provincial   markets ;  and  then,  of  course,   it  is  the 
centre  of  distribution  for  practically  the  greater  part 
of  the  metropolitan  area.      The  rapid  growth  of  Lon- 
don within  modem  times  has,  of  course,  brought  with 
it  a  corresponding  increase  of  business  in  the  market 
under  the  ordinary  law  of  supply  and  demand.     Then 
the  introduction  on  a  very  large  scale  of  the  sale  of 
foreign  produce,  which  is  comparatively  modern,  has 
largely  augmented  the  business ;  and  the  extraordinary 
development  of  the  flower  trade  within  the  last  25  years 
has  added  considerable  pressure  and  inconvenience 
both  to  the    salesmen    and    buyers.    The    original 
chartered  market  area  having  become  wholly  inade- 
quate for  the  business  brought  into  it,  and  the  Duke« 
happening  to  be  the  owner  not  only  of  the  market  but 
of  the  properties  surrounding  it,  he  has  voluntarily, 
and  at  considerable  cost,  made  arrangements  by  which 
parts  of  the  surrounding  property  can  during  pleasure 
bo  used  in  aid  of  the  market,  giving  thereby  largely 
increased  facilities  for  business  and  greatly  augmented 
benefits  to  the  public. 

2680.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it,  that  if  the  market 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  any  public  authority,  and  the 
sun'ounding  house  property  in  private  hands,  the 
extension  of  the  market  would  have  been  a  much  more 
expensive  business  to  the  public  than  it  has  been 
under  the  actual  circumstances? — Under  the  actual 
circumstances  it  has  been  no  cost  to  the  public.  The 
whole  has  been  done  by  the  Duke  at  his  own  cost, 
and  with  exceeding  liberality  in  expenditure.  His 
Grace's  desire  is  that  anything  he  might  do  should  be 
done  very  Avell,  and  without  any  cost  to  the  public. 
We  have  widened  several  of  the  streets  leading  to  the 
market  at  the  cost  of  the  Duke,  and  the  widening  of 
the  streets,  and  the  giving  up  of  this  large  rental 
whicli  was  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting, 
has  been  for  the  purpose  of  affording  this  increased 
accommodation.  With  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  buildings  that  are  being  put  upon  the  ground, 
I  may  quote  the  new  flower  market  which  is  quite 
completed,  as  an  example.  The  Duke's  good  taste, 
of  course,  would  not  permit  a  building  to  be  put  up 
which  was  not  worthy  of  the  position ;  and  the  readi- 
ness to  incur  expenditure  in  order  to  secure  not  only 
a  \ery  handsome,  but  a  very  substantial  and  commo- 
dious  building  has  led  to  the  erection  of  that  flower 
market  at  a  cost  of  50,000/.,  and  exceedingly  good  it 


is  for  the  public,  both  for  the  buyers  who  resort  to  it 
and  for  the  men  who  sell  there,  and  the  flower  growers. 
I  scarcely  ever  go  into  the  n:arket  without  having 
congratulations  (rom  the  flower  growers  upon  the 
facilities  that  they  possess  now  for  displaying  their 
goods  and  for  transacting  business.  And  I  may  make 
the  same  remark  with  regard  to  the  floral  half  which 
is  now  being  adapted  for  a  large  fruit  market,  l^e 
Duke*8  desire  is  that  in  the  Floral  Hall  everything 
should  be  done  that  is  fitting  and  proper;  and  the 
great  personal  interest  that  his  Grace  takes  in  the 
matter  secures  the  work  being  very  well  done. 

2681.  We  understand  that  the  Duke  has  kept  the 
market  under  his  own  control,  and  that  no  lease  of  the 
tolls  or  other  rights  has  been  granted  for  a  consider- 
able time  ? — That  is  so.  For  many  years  the  fashion 
was  to  let  the  market  on  lease  to  a  lessee  at  a  rent 
But  when  it  became  necessary  in  lb25,  when  I  think 
the  last  lease  expired,  to  re-arrange  the  market,  and 
put  up  the  new  buildings  and  so  forth,  the  then  Duke 
took  it  into  his  own  hands>  and  from  that  time 
forward  it  has  been  entirely  managed  by  the  Duke's 
agents. 

2682.  We  understand  that  there  have  been  some 
negotiations  between  the  Duke  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  in  regard  to  a  possible  purchase  of 
the  market;  will  you  state  what  took  place  P-rYes. 
In  1882,  when  the  question  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
market  was  flrst  itiised,  the  Duke  directed  a  letter  to 
be  sent  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  to  inquire 
whether  that  body  wished  to  acquire  Covent  Garden 
Market  as  part  of  any  general  scheme  for  markets  in 
London.  The  Duke  felt  that  if  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Work;?,  being  the  only  municipal  authority  that 
existed  of  a  general  kind  as  the  i-epresentative  of 
London,  had  any  idea  of  re-arranging  markets  for  London 
or  dealing  with  that  question,  it  might  facilitate  their 
dealing  with  it  if  they  knew  that  the  Duke  would  l>e 
willing  to  let  the  nmrket  go  over  into  their  hands  if  they 
so  desired  it.  Tlie  Board  gave  very  long  and  mature 
consideration  to  the  question,  and  they  ultimately 
stated  that  there  was  no  desire  to  take  over  the  market. 
Then  the  l>uke  was  pleased  to  direct  me  to  inquire  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  whether  they  would  like  to 
take  over  the  market  as  part  of  their  scheme  for 
markets.  It  is  a  matter  of  histoij,  of  course,  that 
they  were  at  that  time  enlarging  their  market  in 
Smithfield  and  making  an  attempt  to  establish  a  vege- 
table market  there,  which  proved  a  failure,  although 
they  are  going  to  repeat  it  again  now,  I  believe.  But 
it  was  thought  that,  perhaps,  the  Corporation  might 
like  to  take  Covent  Garden  Market  under  their  con- 
trol and  deal  with  it ;  and  they  were  informed  that  if 
they  liked  to  take  the  market  and  wished  to  enlarge 
it  every  facility  would  be  given  by  the  Duke  as  the 
owner  of  the  adjoining  property  for  the  sale  of  the 
adjoining  houses,  or  that  every  facility  that  could  be 
afibrded  in  the  way  of  enlargement  would  be  given 
them.  The  Corporation  went  into  the  thing  very 
minutely,  and  for  some  time  I  was  under  the  im« 
pression  that  they  would  determine  to  take  it  over. 
But  ultimately  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  wns  inexpedient  to  acquii*e  the  market  as  it  was 
outside  the  city  area;  and  they  then  afterwards 
directed  their  attention  <o  the  improvement  of  the 
market  in  Smithfleld  and  are  again  intending  to  make 
a  vegetable  market  there.  That  bein^  so,  nothing  was 
left  but  for  the  Duke,  in  his  own  private  capacity,  to 
give  inci*eased  facilities  by  pulling  down  houses  and 
enlarging  the  area.  If  there  should  be  any  duly  con- 
stituted municipal  authonty  wishing  to  obtain  the 
market  the  Duke  would  not  object  to  sell;  hut  his 
Grace  would  not  part  with  the  property  to  a  private 
speculator  either  by  way  of  sale  or  on  lease.  There  have 
been  frequent  applications  from  private  speculators  to 
take  it  over,  but  they  would  not  be  listened  to  for  a 
moment. 

2683.  The  Duke  has  been  and  is  willing  to  part 
with  it  to  a  public  authority,  but  not  to  a  com- 
pany ? — ^Not  to  private  speculators,  but  to  any  duly 
constituted  public  authority.  ^^  j 
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2684*  I  suppose  the  existence  of  a  paUic  market 
iu  private  hands  involves  certain  difficulties  in  the 
matter  ot*  police,  lighting,  vrater  supply,  sanitarj 
arrangements,  and  regulation  of  traffic  which  you 
consider  it  desirable  to  avoid  if  thej  could  be  avoided  ? 
— Difficulties  do  crop  up  in  this  way.  Take,  as  an 
illustration,  the  matter  of  police.  Under  the  Market 
Act  we  have  powei*  to  appoint  constables  to  aid 
in  carrying  out  the  regulations  and  byelaws  of  the 
market  For  many  years  constables  were  employed, 
but  some  years  ago  it  was  thou<;ht  desirable  to  abolish 
those  constables  and  to  hire  from  the  metropolitan 
police  a  certain  number  of  their  men,  the  authorities 
at  Scotland  Yard  agreeing  for  a  certain  sum  of  money 
per  annum  to  keep  a  sergeant  and  six  men  always  on 
duty  in  the  market.  This  difficulty  arises:  those 
police  constables  are  under  police  regulations  and 
police  ]aw  ;  and  the  police  regulations  and  police  law 
do  not  quite  coincide  with  the  market  regulations  and 
the  market  byelaws  or  with  the  market  statute.  Now 
and  again  a  little  difficulty  arises.  For  instance,  in 
the  case  of  a  prosecution,  it  we  want  to  prosecute  for 
an  offence  against  the  market  law  the  police  autho- 
rities are  always  shy  oi  doing  it  because  they  have  no 
forms  applicable  for  such  a  prosecution.  They  have 
the  police  forms.  Therefore  the  effort  is  always 
made  by  them  to  bring  every  offence  down  to  an 
offence  under  the  Police  Acts.  It  works  fairly  well, 
taking  the  year  in  and  out,  but  now  and  again  a  little 
firiction  arises,  because  there  may  be  an  offence 
against  the  mai*ket  byelaws  which  is  not  an  offence 
against  the  police  law.  Then  again,  as  regards  the 
actual  infliction  of  Ones,  under  the  market  statute  there 
is  a  table  of  fines  for  offences.  That  table  of  fines  is 
a  different  table  from  that  which  obtains  under  the 
Police  Act.  We  do  not  mind  so  long  as  an  offender 
is  punished,  whether  the  fine  is  paid  under  our  own 
special  Act  or  under  the  Police  Act ;  but  now  and 
again  there  is  a  little  friction  of  that  kind  which 
would  probably  be  obviated  if  the  market  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  metropolitan  authority. 

2685.  I  think  we  may  infer,  not  only  from  your 
evidence  but  from  the  action  that  the  Duke  has 
taken  in  regard  to  offeiing  this  market  for  sale,  that 
as  a  general  question  y>u  would  consider  it  better 
that  a  market  should  bB  in  the  hands  of  a  public 
authority  ? — For  some  r  sasons,  certainly.  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  would  be  in  Ih^  public  interest  and  that 
the  public  would  be  the  gainers.  I  think  that  in  the 
case  of  a  market  in  such  hands  as  the  Covent  Garden 
Market  is,  the  public  are  the  gainers  to  a  greater 
degree  than  they  would  be  if  it  were  in  the  hands  of 
any  public  authority.  As  an  illustration,  with  r^a)*d 
to  all  this  enormous  outlay  that  is  being  made,  that 
is  being  done  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  ratepayers  or  of  the  public  money.  If 
the  market  were  now  in  the  hands  of  a  public  autlio- 
rity  all  the  money  that  is  now  being  spent  would 
have  to  come  out  of  the  public  purs^ ;  and  to  that 
extent  the  public  would  be  losers  of  the  money.  Then 
with  r^ard  to  the  accommodation,  I  think  they  have 
more  accommodation  afforded,  and  the  regulations  are 
worked  with  a  greater  degree  of  consideration  for  the 
public  good  thau  they  would  be  if  the  market  were 
in  the  hands  of  any  municipal  authority.  But  on  the 
other  point  of  the  absence  of  authority,  a  private 
owner  cannot  have  that  authority  which  is  generally 
given  to  a  public  body.  For  instance,  with  r^ard  to 
the  approaches  to  the  market,  the  moment  1  got 
beyond  my  chartered  area  I  am  powerless,  and  can  do 
nothing.  Then  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  local 
board  or  of  the  police.  Then  comes  at  once  the 
divided  authority,  and  unless  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  tact  and  judgment  were  exercised  firiction 
would  aiise.  Then  again  with  regard  to  drainage,  I 
drain  my  market,  but  I  have  ultimately  to  end  my 
drains  in  the  public  drains.  I  cannot  go  bef  ond  the 
limit  of  my  area,  so  that  I  have  to  go  to  the  local 
authority  to  drain.  Cleansing,  of  course,  is  a  thing 
which  is  by  itself;  you  can  effect  that  without  any 
application  to  the  local  authority.    In  the  matter  of 


Widening  the  streets  but  for  the  simple  accident  of  the 
Duke  l^ing  the  owner  of  the  property  immediately 
surrounding  the  market  I  could  not  widen  ihe  streets 
unless  through  another  authority. 

2G86.  If  the  market  had  been  in  the  hands  of  any- 
one who  was  not  the  owner  of  the  surrouLding  pro- 
perty I  think  we  may  take  it  that  very  considerable 
inconveniences  would  have  arisen  ?t-  Undoubtedly 
very  considerable  inconveniences  would  have  arisen. 

2687.  (Lard  Balfour,)  You  said  twice  in  the  course 
of  your  evidence  Uiat  extensions  and  improvements 
made  by  the  Duke  are  made  without  any  cost  to  the 
public ;  how  do  you  make  that  out  ? — ^The  Duke  pays 
tor  them  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

2688.  But  he  gets  a  revenue  from  the  market  ?— 
We  get  a  revenue  from  the  market  unquestionably. 

2689.  Then  that  revenue  may  be  said  to  come  out 
of  the  public  pocket,  may  it  not  ? — Not  at  all. 

2690.  Why  not  ? — Because  that  revenue  is  paid  by 
the  tenants  of  the  ground. 

2691.  But  ultimately  it  is  paid  by  the  consumer  of 
the  article,  is  it  not  ? — I  think  not  any  more  than  it  is 
paid  by  the  consumer  who  buys  a  thing  in  a  shop  in 
Parliament  Street  or  in  Westminster  Bridge  Road, 
The  vendor  provides  the  shop  to  sell  in,  and  he  piiys 
his  rent. 

2692.  He  pays  the  rent  out  of  the  profits  made  out 
of  the  consumer,  does  he  not? — Of  course  in  all 
matters  of  trade  between  vendor  and  purchaser  the 
vendor  makes  his  profit  from  the  purchaser.  In  that 
sense  it  is  so. 

2693.  I  am  not  saying  that  there  should  be  no  toll, 
but  if  there  were  no  toll  of  course  the  vendor  could 
atford  to  sell  at  a  cheaper  rate  ? — In  a  market  he  would 
not 

2694.  Why  not  ? — ^Because  the  prices  paid  in  the 
market  are  totally  unaffected  by  the  cx>st  of  production 
in  the  way  of  offering  the  article  for  sale.  If  a  thing 
is  being  sold  by  open  competition  in  a  market  it  maken 
no  difference  whether  the  man  who  has  brought  it 
to  the  market  has  paid  for  a  waggon  with  two  horses 
and  paid  a  waggoner  21.  a  week,  or  whether  the  same 
man  has  brought  it  in  a  cart  drawn  by  a  couple  of 
donkeys  and  driven  by  a  man  that  he  has  been  paying 
16s,  a  week  to. 

2695.  Quite  so,  on  the  individual  transaction  ;  but 
if  over  a  series  of  individual  transactions  any  indi- 
vidual ceases  to  find  that  he  is  making  a  lining,  of 
course  he  gives  up  the  business? — In  that  case  he 
gives  up  the  business. 

2696.  And  one  of  the  items  which  he  has  to  take 
into  consideration  in  calculating  the  whole  cost  of 
producing  and  selling  his  produce,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  the  toll  which  it  costs  him  to  expose  it  in  the 
market  ? — A  man  has  to  recoup  himself  in  some  shape 
or  other  for  the  cost  of  production.  Whether  it  be  in 
the  shape  of  rent  or  wages,  or  manure,  or  seeds,  he 
has  to  get  a  return  for  it. 

2697.  I  think  there  is  no  difference  between  us 
upon  this  poiut.  I  am  not  saying  that  toll  is  a  wrong 
thing,  but  if  there  was  no  toll  the  cost  of  production 
and  if  selling  would  be  less,  would  it  not  ? — Obviously 
in  the  same  way  that  if  there  was  no  manure  wanted 
then  the  cost  of  production  would  be  less,  and  if  no 
wages  had  to  be  paid  to  the  men,  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion would  be  less ;  thai;  is  to  say,  if  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  grew  qs  they  do  at  Tahiti. 

2698.  I  think  we  are  quite  at  one  upon  that  point; 
but  if  that  is  so,  then  I  am  surely  right  in  saying  that 
ultimately,  in  some  form  or  another,  these  tolls  do 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  because  the 
public  are  all  consumers  ? — I  do  not  agree  with  you  as 
to  the  sense  in  which  they  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  public.  They  come  out  only  from  the  pocket  of 
an  individual  who  happens  to  buy.  When  money  is 
spoken  of  as  coming  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  public,  I 
understand  that  expression  to  cover  only  such  expen- 
diture as  is  met,  for  instance,  by  rates  or  taxes ;  that 
is  payment  by  the  public.  The  payment  by  an  in- 
dividual for  buying  a  bunch  of  grapes  is  a  separate 
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and  individual  transaction  ;  it  is  not  a  payment  by  the 
public. 

2699.  Then  the  tolls  do  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  consumers  ? — I  say  not. 

2700.  Then  out  of  whose  pockets  do  they  come  ? — 
Out  of  the  producers'  pockets. 

2701.  Uow  do  you  make  that  out? — Because  the 
producer  pays  them,  and  he  gets  then  what  price  he 
can.  The  price  is  paid  by  the  consumer  at  the 
mai'ket  price  of  the  day,  which  happens  to  be  deter* 
mined  by  questions  wholly  apart  from  the  cost  of 
production. 

2702.  And  if  he  fails  to  get  back  his  outlay  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  consumer,  he  must  give  up  busi- 
ness ? — No  doubt. 

2703.  And  in  that  outlay  are  included  the  tolls  ? — 
The  toll  lessens  the  profit  of  the  producer. 

2704.  And  the  Duke  is  making  one  year  with 
another  about  15,000/.  a  year  out  of  the  market? — 
Yes. 

2705.  With  regard  to  the  complaints  which  were 
made  the  other  day  about  the  measures,  I  uDderstand 
the  toll  to  be  a  halfpenny  on  a  bushel  or  sieve  ? — 
Taking  it  broadly,  that  is  the  standard  toll. 

2706.  The  complaint  is,  as  I  understand  it,  that 
when  the  boxes  which  contain  these  perishable  arti- 
cles come  in,  they  are  often  much  smaller  thau  a 
bushel,  and  two  or  three  or  four  of  them  may  be  in- 
cluded in  a  bushel  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2707.  Is  it  the  case  that  there  never  is  a  charge  of 
a  halfpenny  upon  each  of  these  small  separate  pack- 
ages ? — I  assume  that  if  they  approximately  contained 
a  bushel,  they  would  be  charged  a  halfpenny.  Where 
obviously  they  do  not  contain  a  bushel,  two,  three, 
four,  or  even  perhaps  five,  and  sometimes  six,  of  tlfs^m 
small  packages^  are  put  together. 

2708.  If  a  package  contained  thi'ee-quarters  of  a 
bushel,  it  would  be  charged  as  a  bushel,  and  if  it  con- 
tained a  bushel  aiid  a  quarter,  it  would  still  go  for  a 
bushel  ? — Yes,  forced  by  circumstances,  owing  to  the 
ehanged  methods  of  sending  produce. 

2709.  I  suppose  the  chauge  has  been  very  consider- 
able siuce  1828  in  the  way  of  sending  produce  ? — Very 
considerable.  There  is  one  very  striking  illustration 
in  our  list  of  tolls.  For  instance,  there  is  a  toll  of  4  J. 
for  a  chest  of  oranges.  A  chest  of  oranges  is  never 
sent,  it  is  entirely  dropped.  There  is  no  such  a  thing 
as  a  chest  of  oranges.  There  is  a  charge  of  2d,  for  a 
box.  A  box  seems  rather  a  vague  teruj.  What  is  a 
box  of  oranges  ?  Prom  one  port  in  Spain  they  send 
boxes  of  one  size,  and  from  another  port  in  Spain  they 
send  boxes  of  a  totally  different  size. 

2710.  And  I  suppose  the  inconvenience  of  the 
present  system  is  considerable  ? — No,  it  is  convenient 
in  this  way,  by  the  readiness  with  which  both  sales- 
men and  the  market  management  reduce  all  the  things 
to  bushels  without  much  inconvenience. 

2711.  It  would  be  more  convenient,  would  it  not, 
to  bring  your  charges  into  conformity  with  modern 
practice  ? — We  do  bring  them  into  conformity  with 
modern  practice  in  that  way  by  bringing  the  things  to 
the  standard  of  a  bushel.  In  the  same  way  with 
potatoes ;  potatoes  are  so  much  a  ton.  It  is  convenient 
sometimes  to  send  potatoes,  not  a  ton  at  a  time,  but  in 
sacks  of  a  certain  capacity  which  are  known  to  contain 
so  many  lbs.  weight. 

2712.  Do  you  think  that  you  have  not  now 
sufficient  experience  to  enable  you  to  form  a  new  scale 
of  charges  provided  that  it  was  expedient  to  apply  for 
another  Act  of  Parliament  •* — I  think  we  have  plenty 
of  experience,  and  if  we  were  going  for  another  Act 
of  Parliament  we  should  have  no  difficulty  in  formu- 
lating a  new  scale  of  tolls,  but  it  would  be  on  the  same 
basis. 

2713.  Would  thsre  be  any  objection  to  that,  from 
your  point  of  view  ? — We  should  not  object  at  all.  It 
would  probably  be  a  little  saving  of  trouble. 

2714.  These  tolls,  of  course,  as  yon  said  just  now, 
are  very  small,  but  still,  in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  is 
considei'iible  ? — The  aggregate  of  business  is  con- 
sMerahle,    taking    the    year    through;    but    on    an 


individual    transaction   this  halfpenny   toll  is  infini- 
tesimal. 

2715.  There  is  one  very  small  matter  on  which  the 
Chairman  asked  you.  Tou  gave  an  instance  where 
in  the  Central  Avenue,  as  I  understood  you,  a  place 
of  business  became  empty  which  an  old  gentleman 
had  held  for  40  years,  and  it  was  put  to  tender  ;  how 
are  ordinary  changes  of  tenancy  regulated  ;  does  the 
sitting  tenant  make  an  offer,  or  are  the  shops  always 
put  up  to  open  competition  in  that  way  ? — We  never 
make  changes  as  long  as  the  man  goes  on  and  follows 
the  market  regulations  and  conducts  the  business  and 
has  buslnc>b  to  do. 

2716.  In  this  case  which  you  gave,  I  suppose  the 
man  died  and  had  no  near  relations? — Yes,  he  had 
given  his  property  to  his  foreman.  The  old  gentleman 
had  realised  a  fortune  of  some  20,000/.  in  the  shop,  and 
he  gave  it  to  his  foreman ;  and  the  foreman  came  and 
asked  me  whether  I  thought  it  was  desirable  that  he 
should  continue  the  business  or  retire,  and  I  said, 
"  Retire  by  all  means  and  enjoy  the  rest  of  your  days  ** ; 
and  the  shop  became  empty  and  we  put  it  up  to  tender. 

2717.  But  there  must  be  frequent  changes  of 
tenancy  when  the  shop  does  not  become  empty,  when 
either  near  relations  or  those  who  have  been  employed 
under  the  retinng  individual  wish  ti»  continue  to  carry 
on  the  business  ? — ^That  is  very  seldom  the  case. 

2718.  How  are  changes  of  tenancy  generally  regu- 
lated ? — The  changes  of  tenancy  are  very  few  indeed 
and  scarcely  arise  except,  perhaps,  from  the  bank- 
ruptcy or  death  of  a  tenant. 

2719.  And  in  those  cases  you  take  offers  ? — In  those 
cases  we  do. 

2720.  After  advertisement,  I  suppose? — ^There  is 
a  notice  put  up.  If  you  walk  down  the  Central  Avenue 
you  (»n  see  one  now ;  there  is  a  shop  vacant.  The  tenders 
which  I  have  received  have  been  from  tenants  in  other 
parts  of  the  market  wanting  to  have  a  better  position. 
The  man  whose  tender  I  am  accepting  is  going  to  take 
the  shop  which  is  \  acant,  which  is  a  better  shop  than 
the  one  he  is  occupying,  and  he  will  pay  me  the  same 
rent  that  he  is  paying  for  the  shop  he  has  at  the 
present  moment.  He  being  a  tenant  already  in  the 
place  I  transfer  him  to  a  better  shop  at  the  same 
rent. 

2721.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  Do  I  correctly  under- 
stand that  the  growers  who  pay  the  rent  for  the  yearly 
stands  pay  no  toll  ? — They  pay  no  toll. 

2722.  A  complaint  was  made  with  reference  to  the 
tolls  for  waggons ;  the  toll  according  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament  was  stated  to  us  to  be  Is.,  and  it  was 
stated  that  in  place  of  1*.  being  charged  you  charge 
2$. ;  is  that  so  ? — In  some  cases,  for  the  casual  waggons 
they  do  pay  2*.     In  some  instances  they  pay  \s. 

2728.  How  do  you  make  the  distinction  ? — It  is 
difficult  to  know  precisely  what  is  ,the  origin  of  the 
practice,  but  in  those  cases  where  men  have  ha<l  spaces 
allotted  to  them  in  the  enlarged  area  by  booking 
beforehand,  as  it  were,  they  pay  2s.  for  their  waggons. 
Those  who  merely  bring  their  waggons,  as  in  one  of 
the  instances  that  I  gave  yesterday,  and  locate  them 
outside  the  market,  still  pay  the  toll,  but  they  pay  1*. 

2724.  You  have  a  system  of  registration  in  that 
way  ? — Yes. 

2725.  So  that  a  man  in  the  country  who  is  coming 
to  the  market  with  goods  can  write  to  your  office  ? — 
Practically  they  do  do  that.  A  man  will  send  and  say, 
**  I  want  to  bring  three  waggons  "  or  "  four  waggons; 
*•  Please  allot  space."  It  is  appropriated  to  him,  and 
he  has  it  practically  for  two  days.  It  covers  two  days' 
transactions. 

2726.  I  observe  that,  in  speaking  of  the  market, 
you  make  a  distinction  between  the  market  area  and 
outside  the  market  area.  Ax^  the  tolls  that  you  im- 
pose outside  the  market  area  precisely  the  same  as 
those  inside  the  market  area  ? — Yes,  the  same.  We 
have  one  uniform  system  cf  payment,  except  in  the 
Flower  Market,  where,  as  I  explained  yesterday,  we 
have  specific  tenants  holding  under  agreements,  and 
we  do  not  take  tolls  in  the  Flower  Market  at  all.  They 
pay  a  yearly  rent  for  the  stand. 
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2727.  And  that  includes  the  toll?  —  That  covers 
everjthing,  except  in  the  case  of  the  casual  stands. 
We  hare  certain  casual  stands,  and  there  they  pay  a 
rent  according  to  the  extent  of  the  stand. 

2728.  But  I  suppose  any  outsider  is  at  liberty  to 
come  into  your  market  and  sell  flowers  or  fruit,  or 
vegetables,  or  anything  of  the  kind  ? — If  there  is  room 
for  him.  He  has  to  apply  to  the  superintendent,  for 
the  sake  of  order  and  regularity. 

2729.  But  as  a  rule  there  is  no  prohibition  against 
any  outsider  coming  in  and  selling  ? — None  whatever, 
nor  is  there  any  exclusion,  the  only  limit  being  the 
capacity  to  take  them  in. 

2730.  Is  it  the  case  that  the  business  conducted  in 
the  market  has  been  falling  off? — I  am  not  aware 
that  it  is. 

2731-2.  It  has  been  said  that,  owing  to  the  number  of 
fruit  shops  and  flower  shops  in  the  West  End  and  other 
places,  the  Covent  Garden  business  has  not  been  in- 
creasing ?  —  The  Central  Avenue  of  the  market, 
which  perhaps  is  the  part  best  known  to  the  general 
public,  in  the  later  hours  of  the  day,  is  formed  of 
retail  shops ;  and  I  have  heard  from  the  people  in  the 
retail  shops  remarks  that,  owing  to  the  stores  and 
other  places  at  the  West  End,  there  are  not  so  many 
carriage  people  coming  to  buy  fniit  and  flowers  in  the 
Central  Avenue  as  came  formerly.  But  as  a  whole- 
sale market  there  is  no  diminution,  but  rather  an  in- 
crease of  business. 

2733.  Has  that  any  influence  on  the  rents  in  the 
central  part  of  the  market  ? — Most  of  the  tenants  in 
the  Central  Avenue  are  men  who  have  been  there  for 
many  years.  Others  have  come  in,  as  I  have  already 
explained,  by  tender. 

2734.  I  presume  you  And  that  the  tenderers  are 
generally  people  who  have  already  some  connexion 
with  the  market  ? — Sometimes.  In  the  most  recent 
letting  all  the  tenders  have  come  from  people  already 
in  the  market.  In  the  previous  letting  that  I  had  the 
tender  was  from  an  outsider  in  business  as  a  florist 
having  a  shop  in  London,  and  wanting  to  come  into 
the  market,  and  that  brought  a  new  man  into  the 
centre  row. 

2736.  Do  you  take  tolls  on  goods  that  are  sold  by 
sample  iu  the  market?  Supposing  that  a  cargo  of 
oranges  or  anything  of  that  kind  came  to  the  port, 
would  a  sample  of  the  cargo  be  sent  to  the  market  for 
sale,  and  would  toll  be  paid  on  the  whole  of  the  cargo  ? 
— I  hold  that  we  should  be  at  liberty  to  collpot  the 
toll  on  the  whole  cargo  under  the  language  of  the 
Act,  and  reasonably  so,  because  the  toll  is  upon  all 
goods  that  are  either  exposed  for  sale,  or  that  may  be 
sohl  in  the  market.  The  transaction  is  in  tho  market, 
the  sale  takes  place  in  the  market.  The  things  may 
be  actually  knocked  down  under  the  hammer  in  the 
mai'ket.  The  bulk  of  the  things  are  not  brought  into 
the  market,  because  a  man  will  dispose  of  a  cargo  of 
apples  perhaps,  of  a  thousand  barrels ;  he  brings  sam- 
ples into  the  market ;  he  could  not  bring  a  thousand 
barrels,  and  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  do  it;  but  he 
knocks  ihein  down  in  the  market.  It  is  a  matter, 
that  at  the  present  moment,  is  beginning  to  press  a 
little  upon  us,  because  our  practice  has  been,  as  a 
general  rule,  to  take  toll  on  the  goods  that  have 
actually  been  bronght,  and  therefore  they  have  only 
paid  upon  the  samples,  but  the  new  development,  and 
the  changed  habits,  and  so  forth  of  trade,  particularly 
now  that  these  men  sell  as  they  do,  having  a  stock  at 
the  wharves,  are  raising  the  question,  and  we  are  at 
the  present  moment  discussing  it. 

2736.  I  know  that  that  trade  is  developing,  and  that 
is  why  I  asked  the  question? — Theie  nre  only  just 
one  or  two  men  in  the  market,  our  biggest  salesmen, 
with  whom  the  question  arises,  and  we  are  at  the 
present  moment  mutually  considering  what  is  fair  and 
reasonable  to  be  done  in  the  matter.  [Jnder  the 
language  of  the  Act,  I  hold  that  we  are  entitled  to 
charge,  and  especially  as  the  Act  also  gives  us  power 
to  do  that  which  we  never  do,  viz.,  to  examine  the 
salesmen's  books  to  see  the  things  that  have  been 
|o|d,    Wo  always  take  their  statement, 


2737.  Of  course  changes  of  trade  take  place  very 
quickly  in  these  days,  and  you  try  to  adapt  yourselves 
to  the  changes  which  do  take  place  ? — Exactly. 

2738.  I  suppose  the  same  thing  would  apply  very 
largely  to  oranges  coming  from  Itely  ? — It  is  in  cob* 
nexion  with  the  foreign  trade ;  it  does  not  apply  at  all 
to  the  English  trade.  All  the  English  trade  is  done  at 
the  market,  and  the  goods  are  brought  to  the  market. 
But  this  foreign  produce  they  even  sell  by  anticipa- 
tion before  the  load  is  taken  off  the  ship. 

2739.  Is  there  a  large  costermongers*  trade  done 
from  Covent  Garden  Market  ? — I  should  hardly  say  thai 
there  is  a  large  coster  mongers*  trade. 

{Mr.  Assbee,)  There  is  a  costermongers'  trade  in 
certain  articles,  but  not  so  large  a  costermongers'  trade 
as  is  done  at  the  East  End.  Some  costermongers 
come  up  to  buy  the  refuse.  As  a  rule  our  trade  is 
superior  to  that 

2740.  (Mr.  Pictoriy  to  Mr.  Bourne,)  You  are 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  whole  history  of  the 
market,  and  therefore  perhaps  you  can  tell  me  whether 
there  was  a  market  there  before  this  charter  of 
Charles  the  Second  ? — So  far  as  one  can  speak  with 
any  degree  of  certainty,  and  perhaps  hardly  with  cer- 
tainty, but  the  hypothesis  seems  to  be  this :  that  when 
London  began  to  expand  it  grew  westward  from 
Temple  Bar.  As  you  may  know,  as  a  matter  of 
history,  in  the  reign  of  James,  the  citizens  were  very 
much  concerned  because  people  came  and  located 
themselves  outside  the  city  walls,  and  they  were 
afraid  that  all  the  food  of  the  city  would  be  consumed 
by  these  foreigners,  as  they  called  them,  and  they 
petitioned  the  King  to  suppress  these  people.  At  that 
time  along  the  Strand  there  were  the  houses  of 
members  of  the  nobility.  Bedford  House  stood  facing 
the  Strand,  and  Lord  Exeter's  house  a  little  to  the  east 
of  it,  and  I  think  Lord  Salisbury's  on  the  opposite 
side.  Behind  Bedford  House  there  were  open  fields. 
I  gather  rather  from  some  stray  remarks  in  some 
documents  that  have  come  before  me  that  people 
began  to  settle  themselves  in  those  fields  as  being  near 
to  the  houses  that  were  springing  up  towards  Temple 
Bar,  and  began  to  bring  in  market  produce  and  be- 
came as  it  were  squatters  about  in  those  open  fields. 
Then  the  progress  of  building  went  on.  The  Earl  of 
Bedford  built  the  church  now  known  as  St.  Paul's, 
Covent  Garden,  and  formed  the  square  with  a  piazza 
round  it.  The  people  still  continued  to  come  into  the 
open  square,  and  in  order  that  they  might  be  controlled 
and  regulated  a  charter  was  granted  to  hold  a  market 
there,  notwithstanding  that  the  citizens  had  a  charter 
authorising  them  to  hold  markets  in  the  city  and 
within  7  miles  of  the  city.  But  this  charter  was 
granted  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford  to  enable  him  to  deal 
with  this  stream  of  tendency  as  it  then  was  to  estab* 
lish  a  sale  in  this  open  field  which  he  was  then  forming 
into  this  square. 

2741.  Then  in  that  case  the  charter  gave  to  the 
then  Earl  of  Bedford  a  monopoly  which  had  not 
previously  existed,  that  is  to  say,  it  created  a  mono- 
poly for  him  ? — It  created  a  market  for  the  benefit  of 
the  population  then  beginning  to  grow  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity. 

2742.  But  still  the  charter  constituted  that  which 
had  been  an  informal  and  open  market  previously,  a 
monopoly  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford  ?— I  do  not  think  it 
had  been  an  open  market.  In  the  earliest  deed  that 
one  has  found  about  it  there  is  a  recital  that  in  order 
the  better  to  regulate  people  and  to  keep  them  from 
sitting  about  over  this  open  square  it  was  desirable 
that  they  should  be  put  in  order,  and  that  their  sitting 
should  take  place  against  the  wall  on  the  south  side  of 
the  square. 

2743.  That  was  after  the  square  was  formed  ? — The 
square  was  in  process  of  formation. 

2744.  But  the  market  had  be<)n  there,  an  informal 
market,  before  the  square  was  formed  ? — I  have  no 
authority  for  saying  that ;  but  it  is  a  mere  inference 
on  my  part,  that  people  flocked  in  just  where  they 
found  ftu  open  field^  and  squatted, 
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2746.  The  extension  of  tlie  accommodation  for 
oelling  does  not  constitute  nn  extension  of  the  market, 
does  it? — No. 

2746.  The  erection  of  that  market  for  flowers  is  not 
really  an  extension  of  Covent  Garden  Market  ? — ^No, 
it  is  only  giving  greater  facilities. 

2747.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  wholly  in  the  power  of 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  irrespective  of  any  Act  of  Par- 
liament, to  make  what  regulations  he  likes  for  that ; 
the  Act  of  Parliament  does  not  bind  him  as  regards 
the  flower  market,  does  it  ? — ^Neither  the  charter  nor 
the  regulating  Act. 

2748.  And  it  is  the  same  with  regard  to  the  Floral 
Hall  ? — ^It  is  the  same  with  r^ard  to  the  Floral  Hall. 
Some  lawyers  suppose  that  it  is  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  a  market  owner  to  give  accommodation  for  the 
business  that  is  done. 

2749.  So  I  have  understood ;  but  I  have  always 
supposed  tliat  that  was  to  be  done  by  extending  the 
market  and  all  the  attendant  rights  and  duties  attach- 
ing to  it  ? — To  have  done  that  we  must  have  gone  for 
another  Act  of  Parliament,  pretty  much  as  the 
Baroness  Burdett-Coutts  is  doing  with  the  Columbia 
Market.  They  are  wanting  to  extend  it,  and  she  goes 
and  gets  power  to  buy  up  houses  and  to  pull  them 
down,  and  to  form  new  streets,  and  so  forth,  and 
enlarge  the  market. 

2750.  You  are  evidently  of  opinion  that  for  many 
purposes  it  is  better  for  a  market  to  be  under  public 
control  in  the  sense  of  being  under  the  local  autho- 
rity ? — For  many  reasons  it  is  desirable  that  it  should 
be  so. 

2751.  But  you  said  that  in  such  a  case  the  public 
would  not  have  the  advantage  of  the  erection  of  a 
building  like  that  at  the  expense  of  a  private  owner  ? 
— No,  certainly  not. 

2752.  In  your  answer  you  seemed  to  imply  that  the 
people  therefore  would  have  to  pa}'  for  the  erection  of 
such  extensions  out  of  their  own  pockets  ? — Yes. 

2753.  But  you  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  usual 
plan  is  to  borrow  money,  to  be  repaid  by  annual  in- 
stalments, which  would  be  paid  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  market  ? — 1  believe  the  corporation  do  that. 

2754.  Having  regard  to  that,  which  is  the  usual 
mode  of  erecting  public  buildings,  it  woulrl  scarcely 
be  accurate,  would  it,  to  say,  that  the  people  would 
have  to  pay  for  it  out  of  their  own  pockets  ? — I  think 
it  is  exactly  the  case  of  a  school  that  is  put  up  by  a 
school  board.  There  we  say,  and  I  think  properly, 
that  the  school  is  erected  by  the  public  out  of  the 
public  rates.  Then  the  converse  of  that  is  where  a 
man  at  his  own  cost  puts  up  a  school  building,  and 
provides  a  school  for  the  use  of  the  children  in  a  given 
locality  not  at  the  cost  of  the  public  rates. 

2755.  Would  you  not  recognise  that  there  is  a  clear 
diflerence  in  this  respect,  that  the  school  does  not 
pay  its  own  expenses,  whereas  the  market  pays  a  profit 
in  addition  to  its  expenses,  which  profit  can  be  put 
by  to  accumulate  for  the  re-payment  of  the  capital 
outlay  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  that  diflerence  to 
the  extent  to  which  my  remark  went.  1  say  that  in 
the  present  instance  this  has  been  done  by  the  Duke 
and  not  at  the  public  expense.  He  has  done  it  pro- 
bably as  a  judicions  action  in  order  to  give  greater 
facilities  to  the  canying  on  of  the  business  of  the 
market. 

2756.  In  regard  to  some  minor  matters  I  do  not 
yet  undei'stand  the  explanations  that  have  been  given 
in  refeience  to  the  toll  of  a  halfpenny  per  sieve  or 
bushel.  It  has  been  stated  to  us  in  evidence  that 
millions  of  packages  of  iruit,  vegetables,  and  flowers, 
arrive  here  annuaUy  from  France  alone,  more  than  a 
moiety  of  which  contain  a  quai*ter  or  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a  bushel  each,  and  yet  that  a  halfpenny 
each  is  levied  upon  them  in  contravention  of  the  Act ; 
is  that  so? — I  think  whoever  made  that  statement 

.  must  have  made  it  in  ignorance  of  the  facts. 

2757.  It  is  not  the  case  then  that  a  toll  of  a  half- 
penny is  levied  on  small  packages  ? — When  they  are 
small,  as  I  have  already  explained,  they  are  added 
togothor,  sometimes  two,  three,  four,  and  often  ^ve 


are  added  together  into  a  bunch  as  it  were,  and  treated 
as  a  bushel. 

2758.  Then  if  anyone  says  that  there  is  a  large 
number  of  instances  in  which  these  small  packages 
cannot  be  put  together  to  make  up  bushels  or  sieves, 
that  is  not  accurate  ? — The  superintendent  suggests 
that  any  statement  of  that  kind  must  have  had  refer- 
ence to  soft  fruit 

2759.  I  believe  that  soft  fruit  was  specially  men- 
tioned?—  \^Mr.  Assbee.)  It  is  impossible  to  bring 
soft  fruit  in  busheb ;  it  comes  in  little  square  pads  or 
round  baskets,  as  a  rule. 

2760.  There  is  a  halfpenny  each  chai^gcd  for  those 
pads  or  baskets  ? — ^As  a  role  it  is. 

2761.  That  accounts  for  what  was  told  us  then. 
There  must  be  a  large  number  of  those  small  pack- 
ages ? — Pears  come  in  boxes,  and  we  put  two  and 
three  boxes  together.  Strawberries,  as  you  may  have 
seen,  come  in  little  wooden  boats;  they  come  in 
packages  of  two  fastened  together,  and  we  charge  a 
halfpenny.  ^ 

2762.  But  they  contain  less  than  a  sieve? — ^Yes. 
I  do  not  know  whether  you  could  get  two  of  them  in 
a  bushel.  Then  salads  are  things  which  will  not 
bear  crushing,  and  which  people  pack  very  lightly. 
Asparagus  and  those  things  come  in  little  square 
crates  about  15  inches  long  and  about  9  inches  by  10 
or  something  of  that  kind.  If  you  took  the  produce 
out  of  those  little  crates  and  put  them  into  bushels, 
you  would  never  be  able  to  sell  them  in  that  form. 
If  you  take  the  package  as  a  package  and  put  it  into 
a  bushel  the  package  in  some  cases  will  more  than 
fill  the  bushel.  But  the  capacity  of  the  package  and 
not  the  capacity  of  the  article  inside  the  package 
is  taken  into  consideration  in  levying  the  toll.  In 
the  case  of  small  fruit,  plums,  for  instance,  which  is 
no  doubt  what  is  referred  to,  a  small  crate  of  plums 
contains  about  14  pounds,  sometimes  a  little  heavier. 

2763.  I  think  the  two  statements  are  reooncileable 
on  the  understanding  which  I  believe  you  admit,  that 
a  large  quantity  of  soft  fruit  coming  from  the  con- 
tinent is  charged  a  halfpenny  a  package  in  whatever 
quantity  they  may  be  ? — Yes,  whether  more  or  less. 
They  are  selling  now  in  the  market  packages  of 
flowers ;  if  you  go  into  the  market  you  will  see  them 
sold  in  single  boxes  put  up  by  auction.  They  come 
over  from  the  continent  in  little  packages  of  boxes 
tied  together  with  string  according  to  the  size  of  the 
boxes,  sometimes  as  many  as  12  together.  If  the 
bundle  is  about  the  capacity  of  a  cubic  foot  they  pay 
a  halfpenny  on  it.  We  reckon  that  as  about  ftur.  If 
you  go  to  the  market  and  see  these  things  sold  you 
will  see  what  is  done.  There  is  a  common  idea 
amongst  some  of  the  buyers  in  the  market  that  we 
charge  a  halfpenny  a  box  upon  those  flowers.  Wc 
do  not«  The  wholesale  salesmen  who  sell  some 
hundreds  of  boxes  in  a  day  pay  us  toll  upoti  them, 
roundly  reckoning  about  a  cubic  foot  in  area  for  a 
halfpenny.  It  is  quite  possible  that  any  man  buying 
in  the  market  might  be  under  the  impression  that 
he  was  paying  a  halfpenny  toll   for  every  box  of 

.  flowers  that  he  bought. 

2764.  (To  Mr.  Bourne.)  You  told  us  that  goods 
are  bought  in  Covent  Grarden  to  be  sent  down  to  thti 
larger  towns  in  the  country  ;  are  those  only  foreign 
mods  or  English  goods  ?— -English  goods  as  well  as 
roreign. 

2764a.  Can  you  give  any  explanation  of  such  a 
strange  fact  and  state  why  they  are  not  bought 
nearer  to  the  place  of  consumption  ? — For  instance  at 
the  present  moment  they  are  sending  in  goods  from 
Cornwall  and  Devonshire,  and  the  Scilly  Islands  that 
could  not  be  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Man- 
chester or  in  the  Midlands,  such  as  early  brocoli  and 
things  of  that  kind,  which  are  grown  only  in  the 
south-west  of  England ;  and  the  growers  there  send 
up  to  their  salesmen  in  the  market,  and  then  buyers 
buy  in  the  market  and  transfer  them  to  other 
markets. 

2765.  Are  any  conditions  imposed  upon  the  tenants 
of  shops  other  than  those  that  arecontained  in  the 
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r^ulations  and  bjelaws  ?  If  a  new  tenant  is  taking 
a  shop  do  you  impose  any  limitation  upon  the  kind 
of  business  that  is  to  be  done  ? — We  have  limitations 
in  this  sense :  that,  as  an  illustration,  in  the  centre 
row  for  the  sake  of  the  good  regulation  of  the  place 
and  keeping  up  the  appearance  of  the  place,  we  try 
as  much  as  possible  to  hare  the  florists'  shops  and  the 
firuiterers'  shops  alternately.  It  gives  a  nicer  aspect  to 
the  row,  and  as  that  is  the  show  place  of  the  market, 
and  people  come  there  for  retail  business,  we  endea- 
vour to  break  up  the  business  in  that  way,  so  as  not 
to  have  all  the  florists  together,  and  all  the  fruiterers 
together,  so  that  if  a  roan  came  and  made  a  tender,  for 
instance,  for  this  very  shop  that  T  spoke  of,  that  has 
been  to  let  this  last  week,  and  said  **  I  am  wanting  to 
"  turn  this  into  a  seedsman's  shop,**  or  what  not,  I 
should  say,  "  No,  it  would  throw  out  the  ordinary 
^  regularity.  1  must  decline  your  ofler.  I  shall  not 
"  let  it  to  you." 

2766.  Could  such  a  case  as  this  occur,  that  when 
a  new  tenant  was  coming  in,  intending  to  sell  both 
fruit  and  flowers,  he  might  be  told  that  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  sell  flowers  ? — It .  is  a  thing  that  I  have 
actually  done.  What  I  have  said  to  a  man  is  this: 
"  If  you  are  going  to  sell  both  kinds,  you  must  put 
**  your  flowers  in  your  west  window,  and  your  fruit 
**  in  your  east  window,  in  'order  to  keep  the  Ordinary 
"  regularity."  It  is  a  double-frontage  shop  with  a 
door  itx  the  centre.  He  may  sell  both  fruit  and  flowers  if 
he  wishes,  but  if  he  does  8ein>oth  (as  the  man  is  doing 
at  the  present  moment  in  the  shop  which  he  now  occu- 
pies), I  say  to  him,  '*  ToU  will  have  to  put  your  fruit 
**  in  one  window,  and  your  flowers  in  the  other,  but 
**  you  may  sell  both  if  ydu  like." 

2767.  Do  you  ever  Interfere  with  I'egard  to  the 
people  who  are  employed  by  the  holders  of  stalls  or 
shops,  insisting  upon  their  dismissing  a  servant  for 
instance? — You  are  now  asking  a  general  question 
arising  from  a  specific  case,  the  case  of  Miss  Slay- 
maker.  There  has  been  one  case  of  that  kind,  and 
only  one  to  my  knowledge.  In  that  case  the  young 
woman  who  had  taken  the  shop  had  a  man  who  had 
been  acting  as  salesman  during  the  mother's  illness. 
The  mother  had  preceded  this  Miss  Slaymaker,  and 
during  the  mother's  illness,  which  was  rather  long, 
extending  over  several  years,  this  man  had  been 
acting  as  salesman,  and  had  behaved  in  a  manner  that 


was  not  at  all  right  and  proper,  and  interfered  very      Mr.  J,  B. 
considerably  with  the  well-being  of  that  part  of  the    J?^^j^^  *"**' 
market.     When  the  mother  die<C  and  the  new  letting   ^^'  ^' Anbee, 
was   being  made   to  the  daughter  at  the  daughter's     ^  Mar.  1888 

very   urgent  request   to  be   allowed  to   continue  the       1_^ ' 

business  if  she  could,  I  made  a  stipulation  that  this 
man  should  not  be  about  acting  as  salesman  in  front  of 
the  shop ;  she  might  employ  him  if  she  pleased,  but  if 
so,  she  must  employ  him  in  such  a  position  as  would 
prevent  his  being  obnoxious  to  other  people. 

2768.  Did  the  daughter  accept  the  conditions  ?  — 
She  accepted  the  conditions. 

2769.  And  that  you  say  is  the  only  case  P — That  is 
the  only  case  I  know  of. 

2770.  {Chairman,)  Has  it  ever  been  brought  to 
your  notice  that  there  has  been  any  plan  for  setting 
up  a  rival  market  in  the  west  of  London  ? — I  have 
heard  oif  a  proposal  to  set  up  a  mai*ket  by  the  Addison 
Boad  station  and  the  people  were  kind  enough  to  come 
and  ask  my  advice  as  to  the  best  mode  of  arranging 
it,  and  the  architect  brought  me  his  drawings  and  I 
gave  him  such  assistance  as  I  could  in  oflering  sugges* 
tions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  providing  acconmiodation. 

2771.  Then  we  may  assume  that  you  did  not  wish 
to  Qse  any  legal  rights,  assuming  that  you  possessed 
them,  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a  rival  market  ? 
— J-Certainly  not. 

2772.  Do  you  consider  that  you  have  a  right  to  a 
tnonopoly  within  a  given  area  ? — If  your  Lordship 
will  allow  me  to  say  say  so,  it  is  a  moot  point  amongst 
the  lawyers  whether  a  marktjt  owner  has  the  right  of 
prevent  the  setting  up  of  another  market  within  7 
miles.  Of  course  in  London  we  have  had  a  great  many 
instances  where  markets  have  been  set  up. 

2773.  Whether  you  possess  the  right  or  not  you  have 
never  attempted  to  use 'it  ? — ^The  question  has  never 
come  before  us  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  us  to  say  whether 
we  should  or  should  not.  Yesterday,  having  given 
the  areas  in  square  feet,  I  was  asked  by  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Commission  whether  I  could  give  it 
in  acres,  and  I  said  if  I  were  permitted  to  work  it  out 
in  the  office,  I  would  do  so.  I  have  done  that,  and 
the  total  acreage  of  the  chaitered  market  coloured  pink 
on  the  plan  is  3a.  Or.  34p.  The  total  acreage  of  the 
whole  area  that  is  now  being  used  for  market  pur- 
poses is  5a.  Or.  29p. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. . 


Mr.  Daniel  TallbRman  examined. 


Mr. 


2774.  Chairman,)  You  have  been  occupied,  we 
understand,  for  a  long  while  with  questions  relating 
to  the  distribution  of  food  ?— I  ha\'e,  for  22  years. 

2775.  What  kind  of  food  have  you  principally  had 
to  d^l  with  ? — Principally  fresh  meat  and  fish. 

2776.  I  think  you  have  arrived  at  a  very  definite 
conclusion  as  regards  the  present  system  of  distri- 
bution ? — Yes,  very  definite. 

2777.  And  you  think  it  of  an  unsatisfactory 
character  ? — ^Extremely  unsatisfactory. 

2778.  Will  you  explain  your  reason  for  so  thinking ; 
first  of  all,  in  regard  to  meat  ? — With  regard  to  meat, 
the  system  of  distribution  is  disadvantageous  owing 
to  the  driving  of  the  stock,  which  causes  a  large 
amount  of  shrinkage  of  flesh  in  the  transit ;  there  is 
an  excess  of  expenditure  in  labour  which  is  untieces- 
sary;  there  is  depreciation  in  the  quality  and 
character  of  the  meat ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
each  animal  of  an  edible  and  nutritive  character  is 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes  instead  of  being 
utilised  as  a  food  product. 

2779.  In  regard  to  fish,  what  at^e  the  objections 
which  you  take  to  the  present  mode  of  distribution  ? — 
My  objections  arise  prindpally  from  the  way  in 
which  it  is  packed.  It  is  packed  in  an  irregular  and 
unsatisfactory  wtty  ;  there  is  bo  knowing  what  there 
is  in  a  package. 

2780.  We  have  ndtfaobg  to  do  with  the  qtaestibn  of 
the  transit  er  the  miliitby  t^affie  hereof  with  the 

IT    65780. 


,  .  ,         .      ,              .                 ,„                                D,  TaUerman. 
use  to  which  animals  may  be  put.     We  must  confine  

ourselves  to  the  subject  of  markets.     You  know  the 

London  markets  ? — Yes,  I  know  them  all. 

2781.  And  I  suppose  you  know  the  principal 
markets  of  the  country  too  ? — ^Yes,  I  have  seen  some 
of  them. 

2782.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  places  in 
London  other  than  the  established  markets  where 
articles  of  food  are  sold  in  the  streets  ? — I  know  most 
of  the  places  where  costermongers  and  small  trades- 
men couOTegate  and  supply  food  and  other  articles, 
such  as  Newport  Market,  Oxford  Market,  Paddington 
Market,  the  New  Cut,  Leather  Lane,  Whitecross 
Street,  Whitechapel,  and  Mile  End  Road,  Somers 
Town,  and  several  other  places. 

2783.  Those  places,  for  the  most  part,  are  not 
regular  and  recognised  markets,  are  they?— They 
are  not  recc^ised  markets,  but  they  are  places  where 
almoM  from  time  immemorial  the  costermongers  have 
congregated,  and  they  are  recognised  as  centres  in 
the  neighbourhoods. 

2784.  As  centres  of  the  open  air  trade  ? — Yes. 

2785.  Are  they  subject  to  any  special  regulation  or 
management  by  the  local  authority  ? — No ;  they  are 
principally  governed  by  the  police  in  the  ordinary 
ivay. 

2786.  You  consider  them  valuable  to  the  public  ? — 
Yes,  I  ihmk  fiiej  are  very  valuable  indeed.  I  think 
their  number  might  be  well  enlarged,  and  several 
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'  Mr,  other    places   advantageously    utilised    in   the   same 

D.  TaUerman.  Erection  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  other 
districts. 

2787.  Theni  instead  of  seeking  to  concentrate  trade 
in  a  few  great  markets  you  would  rather  disperse  it  ?— 
I  would  disperse  it  in  every  direction.  The  con- 
centration of  trade  tends  to  create  different  monopolies 
and  the  bulk  of  the  people  wish  that  their  require- 
ments should  be  obtainable  in  their  inunediate  vicinity. 

2788.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Central  Meat 
Market  of  the  city  of  London  ? — Yes,  I  know  it  very 
well  indeed. 

2789.  What  have  yon  to  tell  us  about  that  market  ? 
— ^That  it  is  a  great  mistake.  It  is  not  a  market  at 
all.  A  market  is  a  place  where  producers  and  con- 
sumers can  meet  and  exchange  their  produce;  but 
into  this  market  the  producers  cannot  enter  at  all,  and 
the  consumers  can  only  go  there  on  Saturday  after- 
noons to  buy  what  they  want. 

2790.  How  do  you  mean  that  the  producer  cannot 
go  into  market  with  his  meat? — If  a  fieainer  in  Essex, 
or  Suffolk,  or  Surrey,  or  Yorkshire,  has  half  a  dozen 
sheep,  or  two  quarters  of  beef,  or  a  larger  quantity, 
or  if  he  brings  up  his  live  stock  and  gets  it  slaughtered 
at  the  Islington  Market,  he  cannot  take  the  meat  into 
the  Central  Meat  Market  and  sell  it  himself;  he  is 
bound  to  give  it  to  one  of  the  salesmen  to  be  sold  for 
him,  and  is  obliged  to  take  just  what  they  chose  to 
give  him.    There  is  no  check. 

2791.  What  is  it  that  prevents  him  from  going  into 
the  market ;  is  there  a  regulation  against  it  ? — There 
is  no  space  for  him  to  hang  his  meat ;  there  is  no 
accommodation  for  him. 

2792.  When  you  say  that  consumers  can  only  go 
for  what  they  require  on  a  Saturday  afternoon,  why  is 
that  ? — Retail  trade  is  only  done  on  Saturday  after- 
noons when  they  require  to  clear  up  their  stocks,  and 
they  let  the  public  go  in  then  to  buy  the  meat. 

2793.  In  short,  it  is  a  wholesale  market,  and  not  a 
retail  market  ? — It  is. 

2794.  Who  are  the  occupants  of  the  market  ? — The 
principal  proportion  of  them  are  salesmen.  There  are 
altogether,  according  to  the  London  Directory,  149 
salesmen,  four  carcase  butchers,  and  one  meat  con- 
tractor, that  is  154  tenants  altogether. 

2795.  Do  they  transact  their  business  on  commis- 
sion, or  how  ? — About  one-third  of  them  are,  I 
consider,  bond  fide  commission  salesmen ;  the  balance 
are  what  they  call  bonomarees,  who  buy  the  meat 
from  the  salesmen  and  cut  it  up  and  supply  the  retail 
butchers  and  large  hotel  keepers  with  what  they 
want. 

2796.  Then  there  are  two  persons  interposed 
between  the  producer  and  the  consumer ;  first  of  all 
the  salesman  and  then  the  jobber  or  dealer  ? — Yes, 
and  sometimes  the  carcase  butcher. 

2797.  What  do  the  salesman  pay  the  Corporation  ? 
— The  salesmen  pay  the  Corfioration  a  toll  and  a  rent. 
I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  the  figures  as  to  the 
revenue. 

2798.  What  is  the  toll  ?— The  toll  is  a  farthing  on 
every  21  lbs.  of  meat,  and  it  reaches  the  total  of 
27,000/.  per  annum. 

2799.  But  in  addition  there  is  a  rental  for  the 
shops  ? — There  is  a  rental  for  the  shops  in  addition, 
and  those  two  together,  taking  the  two  markets,  come 
to  about  54,000/.  I  work  it  out  as  near  as  possible  at 
a  halfpenny  for  every  21  lbs.  of  meat  that  goes  into 
the  market.  That  makes  it  altogether  three  farthings 
on  every  21  lbs.  It  works  out  as  nearly  as  possible 
to  6«.  9^.  a  ton  on  the  quantity  of  goods  that  go  into 
the  market  during  the  year,  that  is  4«.  6</.  the  sales- 
men's rental,  and  2«.  3<f.  the  toll. 

2800.  Wliat  is  the  nature  of  the  tenure  of  the 
shops  ? — It  is  a  weekly  tenancy,  subject  to  termina- 
tion on  misbehaviour. 

2801.  Have  they  any  power  of  transferring  their 
shops  ? — No,  and  they  are  not  allowed  to  do  so,  but  it 
is  done. 

2802.  Can  you  say  from  certain  knowledge  that  it 
is  done  ? — Yes, 


2803.  Can  you  mention  any  case  where  such 
transfers  bwe  taken  place? — Yes,  there  was  one 
transfer  that  has  been  publicly  reported.  A  firm 
largely  engaged  in  the  importation  of  American  meat 
acquired  one  shop,  and  they  paid  4,000/.  for  it,  and 
also  gave  the  party  who  was  in  occupation  800/. 
a  year  for  life  for  him  to  act  nominaJly  as  their 
manager.  That  was  the  firm  of  John  Bell  and  Sons. 
There  is  another  instance  currently  reported  of 
Nelson  Brothers,  engaged  in  the  New  ZeaLand  meat 
trade.  They  have  taken  another  place,  and  gave 
a  very  large  sum  for  it;  I  do  not  know  the.  exact 
figures,  but  they  are  reported  to  have  taken  it  on  muck 
the  same  terms  as  the  other  people. 

2804.  That  can  only  be  done,  I  presume,  by 
evading  the  Corporation  byelaws  ? — Only  by  evading 
the  Corporation  byelavro.  The  point  exhibits  the 
value  nf  the  rights  of  the  tenants  in  the  market. 
It  shows  that  even  a  weekly  tenancy  in  that  market 
is  worth  a  considerable  amount  of  money. 

2805.  Have  you  heard  of  cases  where  the  in- 
coming tenant  has  gone  into  partnership  with  the 
outgoing  tenant  ? — I  have  been  informed  that  is  one 
way  of  getting  possession  of  a  shop  ;  a  man  will  enter 
into  partnership  with  the  occupier,  thus  he  becomes 
part  proprietor ;  shortly  afterwards  there  is  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  partnership,  then  he  becomes  sole  pro- 
prietor. 

2806.  What  is  it  that  gives  such  an  exceptional 
value  to  these  holdings  ? — ^The  large  amount  that  is 
payable  to  the  salesman  in  the  shape  of  commission. 

2807.  What  is  the  amount  of  commission  that  is 
charged  ? — From  2^  per  cent,  upwards. 

2808.  Do  you  know  what  it  amounts  to  ? — ^Yes ; 
putting  the  total  quantity  of  meat  last  year  at  250,831 
tons^  and  taking  that  at  6</.  per  lb.,  or  4«.  per  stone, 
for  beef,  mutton,  and  pork,  that  comes  to  14,046,536/. 
Taking  2^  per  cent  as  the  minimum  conmiission 
upon  Uiat  sum,  it  comes  to  351,163/.  Of  course,  it 
is  a  vague  way  of  getting  at  an  average  of  the  income. 

2809.  Would  that  be  divided  amongst  the  154 
tenants  of  the  market? — Yes;  it  would  be  divided 
in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  meat  that  each 
received.  If  the  250,000  tons  was  equally  divided 
between  the  154  difierent  salesmen,  they  would  get 
about  2,280/.  each ;  but  I  believe  that  only  about  one- 
third  of  them  are  bond  fide  salesmen,  and  the  commis- 
sion would  be  divided  between  that  one-third. 

2810.  How  are  the  markets  managed  ? — By  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council. 

2811.  A  general  commi  ttee  ?^  A  general  committee, 
divided  into  sub-committees.  There  is  the  General 
Markets'  Committee,  and  there  are  sub-committees  for 
each  market. 

2812.  Have  they  the  right  of  letting  the  shops  in 
each  market?— Yes;  all  the  details  connected  with 
the  market  are  dealt  with  by  a  sub-committee  for 
itself.  The  Meat  Market  includes  the  Poultry  Market, 
the  Islington  and  Deptford  Cattle  Markets  have  another 
committee,  and  Billingsgate  has  another  committee. 

2813.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  you  put  it  in 
this  way,  that  producers  have  no  accommodation  for 
selling  their  own  goods,  but  must  hand  them  over  to 
a  salesman  and  take  his  terms  ? — Yes,  quite  so,  and 
they  can  get  no  information  ;  they  do  not  know  who 
the  goods  are  sold  to,  and  the  purchaser,  who  pur- 
chases the  meat,  does  not  know  whose  goods  he  is 
buying,  he  gets  no  invoices,  and  they  give  no  receipts, 
but  simply  give  a  small  bit  of  paper  with  a  figure 
of  the  total  number  of  stones  multiplied  by  the  price 
at  which  the  sale  is  made. 

2814.  The  business  of  the  salesman,  as  you  put  it, 
is  conducted  on  a  secret  system  ? — Yes. 

2815.  Then  you  complain  aljso,  I  think,  that  the 
market  is  not  a  retail  market,  except  on  Saturdays  ? 
— Except  (m  Saturdays  ;  and  then  it  is  all  the  worst 
of  the  meat  that  has  accumulated  during  the  week, 
either  in  the  market  or  in  other  directions  that  is  sold 
then. 

2816.  Are  the  hours  during  which  the  market  is 
open  sufficiently  long  ? — ^The  maricet    is  closed    at 
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12  o'clock  in  the  day;  I  think  it  should  be  open  all 
daj  long. 

2817.  Are  there  any  means  by  which  the  prices, 
according  to  quality,  may  be  made  known  to  buyers 
and  sellers  ? — N'o,  there  are  no  means  at  all.  This 
morning's  newspapers  quote  beef  at  2s.  to  4f .  2d.  per 
stone.  It  is  impossible  for  any  farmer  to  define  what 
is  the  exact  value  of  the  particular  meat  that  he  has 
sent  up. 

2818.  In  a  statement  which  you  have  given  us, 
you  have  spoken  of  the  well-known  existence  of  a 
tacit  understanding  to  act  on  all  occasions  in  the 
interests  of  those  who  are  in  the  market,  to  the 
detriment  of  outsitiers;  will  you  explain  that? — -I 
can  hardly  give  any  explanation  beyond  the  statement 
itself.  There  is  a  general  understanding  that  the 
tenants  work  together. 

2819.  Do  you  mean  that  all  these  154  salesmen 
could  combine  against  the  outside  public  ? — The  sales- 
men are  divided  into  cliques  of  their  own.  There 
are  different  trades.  There  is  what  they  call  the 
Scotch  trade,  the  American  trade,  the  New  Zealand 
trade,  and  the  English  trade.  All  the  trades  are 
centi-ed  in  a  few  hands,  and  those  parties  can  very 
well  come  to  an  understanding  with  each  other. 
There  is  a  kind  of  unwritten  law  that  governs  the 
transactions. 

2820.  Are  you  aware  of  any  complaints  as  to  the 
difficulty  of  getting  shops  ? — Yes ;  no  one  can  get  a 
shop  without  the  greatest  amount  of  influence  and 
interest  with  the  members  <^  the  sub-committees. 

2821.  Are  the  shops  put  up  to  open  competition  ? 
— No,  it  is  done  privately. 

2822.  Have  those  causes  of  complaint,  of  which 
you  have  been  speaking,  been  publicly  discussed  ? — 
They  are  discussed  generally  amongst  parties  who  are 
connected  in  business,  either  directly  or  indirectl}', 
with  the  market.  They  have  formed  a  topic  of  public 
discussion,  because  there  was  a  case  that  was  tried  in 
court,  I  think,  about  two  yeai's  ago,  in  connexion  with 
one  of  the  assistants  of  one  of  the  salesmen  and  his 
principal,  and  there  were  a  good  many  things  referred 
to  in  that  case. 

2823.  Have  you  been  connected  with  a  company 
that  had  some  difficulties  in  connexion  with  this 
market  ? — Yes ;  I  was  connected  with  a  company  in 
1880  and  1881  that  occupied  very  large  premises  in 
the  city  of  London,  almost  the  largest  place  there, 
paying  2,000/.  a  year  rent  and  500/.  a  year  for  rates. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  company  was  to  receive  live 
cattle  fi'om  &rmers,  and  to  slaughter  them  for  sale 
to  the  consumers.  It  was  a  large  organisation  which 
was  being  formed.  It  required  a  slaughter-house  at 
Islington,  and  the  Corporation  had  two  empty  that 
had  been  empty  for  years.  The  rental  of  those 
slaughter-houses  was  80/.  a  year,  but  the  Corporation 
would  not  let  the  company  have  the  slaughter-houses, 
they  declined  it.  I  have  the  letter  here  from  the 
Corporation  refusing  {producing  letters). 

2824.  Did  they  assign  any  reason  ? — No. 

2825.  Do  you  consider  that  the  market  as  at 
present  conducted  acts  in  restriction  of  trade  ? — I 
think  there  is  no  freedom  of  trade.  The  producer 
can  do  nothing  in  his  own  interest  in  the  market  at 
all.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  any  market  in  any 
country  in  the  world  that  is  governed  in  a  similar 
way. 

2826.  When  an  English  ii^rmer  takes  his  live  stock 
to  market  he  does  not,  I  presume,  kill  it  for  himself  ? 
— No,  he  pells  his  own  beasts  and  in  his  own  way. 

2827.  I  am  not  quite  sure  what  you  mean  by  a 
statement  which  you  make  as  to  the  inability  of  the 
farmers  to  have  the  sale  of  their  own  meat  in  their 
own  hands  ? — They  cannot  take  their  meat  into  the 
market  and  sell  it  themselves. 

2828.  Because  they  must  act  through  a  salesman  P 
—Exactly  so. 

2829.  But  if  that  were  not  the  case  what  diffisrence 
would  it  make;  would  they  get  better  prices? — A 
farmer  would  know  what  price  he  got,  and  he  would 
get  the  full  price  that  the  meat  made. 


2830.  Do  you  consider  the  present  market  ac- 
commodation sufficient  for  London  ?  —  No.  The 
meat  market  has  a  poultry  and  provision  market 
attached  to  it ;  but  owing  to  the  meat  market  being 
too  small  a  part  of  the  poultry  market  is  held  by  meat 
salesmen.  The  number  of  tenants  in  the  poultry 
market  is  56,  out  of  which  there  are  28  meat  sales- 
men, 12  poultry  salesmen,  13  provision  salesmen,  and 
three  butter  salesmen.  The  poultry  and  provision 
market  is  largely  occupied  in  the  sale  of  American 
and  foreign  butterine  and  margarine.  There  should 
be  some  space  for  home-grown  poultry  and  home- 
grown iruit. 

2831.  What  would  you  recommend  should  be  done 
with  this  meat  market  in  the  public  interest? — I 
think  that  the  first  thing  th^t  should  be  done  is  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  system  of  double  and  treble  sales  there. 
I  think  that  meat  should  be  sold  once,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  trafficking  in  meat  in  the  market  itself ; 
that  is  to  say,  if  a  salesman  had  got  any  meat  in  the 
place  he  should  sell  it  himself  lo  the  retail  trade. 

2832.  Would  you  forbid  him  to  sell  it  to  any  other 
salesman  ? — In  the  same  market,  yes. 

2833.  Is  there  a  i-egulation  of  that  kind  in.  force 
anywhere,  to  your  knowledge  ? — No,  because  the 
systems  do  not  apply.  There  is  no  market  that  I 
know  of  that  is  completely  isolated  as  this  market  is. 

2834.  We  understand  that  you  think  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  dealings  among  the  salesmen,  but  that 
they  should  deal  with  the  producer  on  ihe  one 
hand,  and  with  the  consumer  on  the  other  ? — They 
should  sell  direct  to  retail  butchers,  if  a  man  gets 
20  sides  of  beef  down,  he  should  not  sell  them  to 
another  man  in  the  market,  and  that  other  man  make 
a  profit  and  then  sell  them  to  a  retail  butcher,  because 
there  are  one,  two,  or  three  intermediaries  between 
the  wholesale  salesman  and  the  retail  butcher. 

2835.  Is  there  'any  trade  in  the  world  where  one 
tradesman  is  forbidden  to  deal  with  another  if  he  finds 
it  to  his  advantage  ? — No,  not  that  I  know  of ;  but 
there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where  the  whole  of  the 
food  supply  of  a  population  of  four  millions  is  con- 
centrated and  virtually  placed  in  the  hands  of  30  or 
40  men.  If  the  market  was  an  open  market,  and 
everybody  had  facilities  and  was  in  a  position  to  go 
into  the  market,  and  deal  with  the  meat  in  a  fair  and 
open-handed  way,  then  the  position  that  I  take  up 
would  not  apply. 

2836.  How  does  a  man  become  one  of  this  class  of 
salesmen  who,  according  to  you,  possess  a  monopol)-, 
is  it  not  an  open  business  ? — It  is  an  open  business, 
certamly. 

2837.  Anybody  can  go  into  it  ?  —  Anybody  can 
become  a  meat  salesman ;  but  there  are  only  a  few 
people  who  can  get  a  position  in  which  they  can  carry 
on  the  business. 

2838.  The  monopoly  arises  from  the  difficulty  of 
getting  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  market? — 
Yes ;  and  my  view  of  the  thing  is  this  :  that  if  the 
meat  was  simply  t»old  once  in  the  place  there  would  be 
a  large  amount  of  accommodation  available  for  the 
producers  and  farmers  throughout  the  country  in  the 
market.  But  if  a  quantity  of  meat  is  taken  into 
the  market  to  one  stand,  and  then  is  simply  transferred 
to  another  stand,  there  are  two  places  occupied  by 
the  same  quantity  of  meat  If  it  is  again  transferred 
to  another  stand  the  same  meat  appears  in  different 
ways  and  occupies  different  positions. 

2839.  I  believe  you  have  a  proposal  for  allowing 
farmers  who  wish  to  sell  their  meat  in  the  market  to 
hang  it  upon  any  vacant  hooks  ? — ^Yes.  I  think  that  if 
any  place  is  vacant  in  the  market  that  place  should  be 
allowed  to  be  occupied  by  anybody  who  has  any  meat 
to  sell  upon  payment  of  a  toll. 

2840.  But  there  would  not  be  vacant  places  for  all, 
who  is  to  decide  who  is  to  have  them  ? — They  would 
possibly  be  appropriated  in  rotation  in  some  ordinary 
form. 

2841.  Then  you  propose  that  a  list  of  all  the  meat 
known  to  be  on  rail  for  the  market  should  be 
published  ? — ^Yes.    I  think  you  cannot  have  too  much 
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publicity  in  the  market  in  the  interest  of  producers 
who  Bend  their  stuff  to  a  market  for  sale.  They  are 
entitled  to  have  the  fullest  information  that  they  can 
possibly  get  in  connexion  witli  the  prices  realised. 

2842.  Would  you  have  all  meat  classed  and  valued  ? 

Yes,  I  would  have  all  the  meat  graded  as  they  call 

it  in  America,  because  then  the  public  know  what  the 
exact  value  of  their  meat  is. 

2843.  You  have  suggested  also  that  all  details  in 
connexion  with  sales  and  purchases  should  be  fully 
noted?  —  Yes,  I  think  that  the  sender  of  meat  is 
entitled  to  the  fullest  information  as  to  how  that  meat 
has  been  dealt  with.  If  he  pays  a  commission  he  is 
entitled  to  know  who  has  been  the  buyer  of  that  meat 
and  what  has  been  the  price  of  it. 

2844.  Is  any  obligation  of  that  kind  imposed  in  any 
market  that  you  know  of? — I  think  in  Paris  the  sales 
are  all  conducted  in  a  public  way  by  Government 
officials.  I  am  not  exactly  sure  upon  the  point,  but 
I  think  they  are  Government  officials  from  what  I 
have  seen  there,  and  I  propose  to  find  out  definitely. 

2846.  Would  you  keep  the  mark^  open  for  a  longer 
time  than  at  present  ? — Yes,  I  would  keep  the  market 
always  open. 

2846.  Not  all  night,  I  suppose? — No,  up  to  a 
reasonable  hour  for  closing.  Now  they  close  at 
12  o'clock  in  the  day ;  people  want  to  buy  their  meat 
up  to  8  o'clock  at  night. 

2847.  Do  you  think  that  more  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  conduct  of  the  retail  trade? — Yes,  I 
think  that  every  facility  should  be  given  for  the 
conduct  of  the  retail  trade,  because  meat  will  make 
more  in  a  retail  way  if  it  is  sold  direct ;  and  producers 
or  senders  of  meat  must  benefit  by  that. 

2848.  Do  you  think  that  there  should  beany  change 
in  the  system  on  which  the  shops  in  this  market  are 
disposed  of? — ^I  think  they  ought  to  be  let  publicly, 
and  on  one  basis,  that  they  should  always  pay  one  toll 
or  a  rental  which  should  include  the  toU  and  the  rent 
that  is  now  paid.  It  appears  to  me  that  two  thirds 
of  the  present  rent  is  paid  by  the  tenant,  and  one 
third  by  the  sender  of  the  meat  in  the  shape  of  a  toll 
on  the  weighing  of  it 

2849.  Would  you  call  upon  every  tenant  in  the 
market  to  make  a  statement  of  the  transactions  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged? — Yes;  every  one  of 
those  transactions  I  think  should  be  public  property. 

2850.  You  have  some  fault  to  find  I  believe  with 
the  present  system  of  paying  the  toll ;  will  you  tell 
us  what  it  is  ? — All  goods  are  weighed  gross,  and  there 
is  a  toll  charged  upon  them  that  is  charged  back 
again  to  the  sender  of  the  meat.  I  think  the  toll  and 
the  rental  should  be  one  fixed  charge  on  the  gross  that 
went  in,  and  payable  by  the  tenant  of  the  place  out  of 
the  commission. 

2851.  Do  you  think  that  the  charges  that  the  sales- 
man makes  should  be  left  to  himself,  or  that  they 
should  be  placed  imder  regulation  ? — I  think  that 
should  be  left  to  himself ;  that  is  an  open  question. 
If  the  market  is  an  open  market  (it  all  comes  back  to 
that  one  point),  then  everybody  should  be  free  to  deal 
as  they  can  with  each  other  ;  but  if  the  market  is  a 
closed  market  and  restricted  to  a  few  hands,  then  I 
think  the  charges  that  the  salesman  should  be  allowed 
to  make  ought  to  be  ^under  the  control  of  the  autho- 
rities. 

2862.  In  short,  if  I  gather  your  meaning  rightly, 
you  think  that  a  market  of  this  kind  must  be  inevitably 
and  to  a  considerable  extent  a  monopoly  ? — It  is  a 
monopoly. 

2853.  And  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be  placed 
under  stricter  regulations  than  would  be  necessary  in 
the  case  of  dealers  in  an  open  market  ? — Quite  so. 

2854.  {Lord  Balfour).  You  propose  several  re- 
strictions here,  fourteen  in  num1)er;  how  many  of 
them  are  drawn  from  those  that  you  know  to  be  in 
force  in  markets  at  the  present  time  ?— As  regards 
the  first  point  that  producers  have  no  accommodation 
for  their  goods,  I  think  that  in  every  market  the 
producers  should  have  facilities  for  sending  in  their 
goods  and  dealing  with  them. 


2855.  But  I  am  referring  to  tke  fourteen  recom- 
mendations which  you  make  on  pages  5  and  6  of  the 
paper  which  you  have  handed  in? — ^The  question  of 
double  and  treble  dealing  does  not  apply  in  the  case 
of  an  open  market;  but  I  know  of  no  other  place 
where  the  market  is  as  exclusive  as  this  is,  and  that 
is  my  reason  for  putting  that  one  in.  Number  2 
gives  fanners  an  opportunity  of  selling  their  meat. 

2856.  But  how  many  of  those  fourteen  recommen- 
dations are  drawn  from  experience  of  existing  working 
in  markets  where  those  regulations  are  already  in 
existence,  and  how  many  of  them  are  recommeadatlQiiR 
from  theory? — The  bulk  of  diose  recommendatbns 
are  gathered  from  what  I  know,  or  from  what  I  have 
learnt  of  the  practices  of  other  markets. 

2857.  Do  you  know  any  market  where  any  of  them 
are  in  force  at  the  present  time  ? — I  think  they  are 
all  in  force  in  one  shape  or  another  in  other  markets. 

2858.  Can  you  say  where?  Where  is  No.  1  in 
force,  for  example? — No  1  is  not  in  force,  because 
in  every  other  market  the  farmers  can  go  in. 

2859.  Where  is  No.  2  in  force  ?— No.  2  is  in  force 
in  every  market  that  I  know  of,  that  the  farmers 
have  a  light  to  take  their  meat  in  and  sell  it. 

2860.  Upon  paying  a  charge  I  suppose  ? — Upon 
paying  the  ordinary  toll.  They  can  sell  their  own 
meat  in  their  own  way  or  have  it  sold  by  public 
officials. 

2861.  By  agents  of  their  own  ? — By  a  government 
official.  In  the  great  market  in  Paris,  for  instance, 
the  meat  is  all  sold  by  auction  by  a  government 
salesmim. 

2862c  Is  that  what  you  want  to  see  here  ? — Some- 
thing mjch  of  the  same  kind. 

2863.  Is  that  system  in  existence  in  this  country 
anywhere  at  the  present  time  ? — ^No,  because  they  can 
take  their  meat  into  the  market  everywhere  and  sell 
it. 

2864.  Do  you  know  the  market  at  Oxford,  for 
example  ? — I  do  not  know  the  market  at  Oxford,  but 
at  Manchester  and  at  Liverpool  they  can  sell  their 
meat.  In  this  very  market  in  London,  until  this 
Central  Meat  Market  was  built,  there  were  facilities  for 
people  selling  their  own  meat. 

2865.  What  sort  of  facilities  ?-.They  could  go  and 
either  take  a  shop,  or  they  could  take  their  vans  up 
and  sell  their  meat  from  their  vans  or  carts.  There 
was  an  open  market.  In  Leadenhall  Market,  until  the 
present  market  was  built,  there  were  always  facilities 
for  anybody  to  take  his  meat  into  the  space  of  that 
market  and  sell  it  upon  paying  a  toll. 

2866.  Up  to  what  date  are  you  speaking  of? — This 
Central  Meat  Market,  I  think,  was  opened  in  about  the 
year  1870,  and  prior  to  that,  farmers  could  do  pretty 
well  what  they  liked  with  their  meat.  If  they  were  so 
disposed  they  could  sell  it  themselves.  In  Leadenhall 
market,  until  the  present  market  was  built,  about  three 
or  four  years  ago,  there  was  a  kind  of  open  market 
where  farmers  could  take  their  poultry  and  sell  it. 

2867.  A  kind  of  open  market? — Yes,  in  the  old 
market. 

2868.  Wliat  led  to  the  change  being  made  ?— They 
rebuilt  the  market,  and  built  a  number  of  shops,  and 
they  let  the  shops  to  different  salesmen. 

2869.  Then  Uiere  has  been  a  change  of  system  ? — 
There  has  been  a  change  of  system,  and  that  change 
of  system  has  been  brought  about  by  these  new 
markets. 

2870.  Do  you  know  whether  No.  3  is  in  force  any- 
where?— No.  3  is  in  force  in  New  York.  I  have 
noticed  there  in  the  trade  reports  that  they  give  the 
names  of  the  sellers  and  the  buyers  of  the  meat.  I  have 
here  a  little  pamphlet  which  was  written  some  years 
ago,  and  this  is  a  quotation  from  an  American  news- 
paper ;  it  has  reference  to  No.  5 :  "  Coney  McPherson 
**  (who  is  a  salesman)  sold  for  A.  Griswold  30  Illinois 
**  steers,  five  at  9^  cents;  10  at  10  ditto;  16  at 
"  lOi  ditto;  with  five  dollars  off  5  head,*'  That 
gives  the  public  a  complete  knowledge  of  that  parti- 
cular transaction. 
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2871.  With  r^ard  to  No.  4,  is  there  any  instance 
of  classification  of  meat  by  a  neutral  authority  ?  —  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  classification  by  a  neutral  autiK>* 
rity  ;  but  in  all  the  American  stock  reports  the  price 
of  the  different  graded  meat  is  known. 

2872.  Who  grades  the  meat  ? — I  do  not  know  who 
gi-ades  i  t. 

2873.  Is  not  that  of  the  very  essence  of  the  pro- 
posal ? — That  is  the  essence  of  the  proposal. 

2874.  Is  there  any  real  way  of  testing  the  value  of 
an  article  but  by  putting  it  up  to  open  auction  ? — No, 
that  is  about  as  fair  a  way  as  you  can  get ;  but  1  do 
not  think  I  gathered  your  question,  and  I  do  not  think 
you  gathered  my  reply.  In  the  Chicago  stock  markets 
a  newspaper  will  say,  **  Fii*st  grade  so  much,  second 
**  grade  so  much,  third  grade  so  much,  and  fourth 
<<  grade  so  much,  fifth  grade  so  much,  and  Canners  so 
*'  much/' 

2875.  That  all  depends,  does  it  not,  upon  whether 
the  meat  is  put  fairly  into  the  difterent  grades  ? — The 
grades  that  I  am  referring  to  now  are  of  live  stock. 
These  quotations  of  the  American  prices  refer  to  live 
animals,  not  to  meat. 

2876.  But  still  even  live  animals  will  vary  very 
much  as  between  one  and  another,  will  they  not, 
although  they  look  pretty  nearly  the  same  to  the  eye  ? 
—Yes. 

2877.  Therefore,  is  it  not  practically  an  impossible 
thing  to  grade  meat  in  the  way  you  suggest  ? — It  is 
not  impossible  to  grade  meat,  but  a  sender  of  meat 
must  depend  to  a  very  great  extent  upon  the  return 
that  he  gets  for  his  particular  stock. 

2878.  I  will  not  take  you  through  all  your  recom- 
mendations. Can  you  give  me  specimens  of  any  of 
the  other  regulations  which  are  in  force  in  existing 
markets  ? — What  I  want  to  find  out  is  how  far  you 
are  making  a  recommendation  of  provisions  which 
have  been  successful  in  other  places,  or  how  far  you 
are  making  a  recommendation  of  provisions  which  you 
think  would  be  successful  ? — ^I  tjie  it  that  if  all  meat 
was  slaughtered  in  central  slaughter  houses,  and  if 
there  was  a  large  supply  of  it,  and  if  it  could  be 
properly  classed  by  independent  authorities  it  would 
be  a  beneficial  thing  to  the  community  in  every  way. 

2879.  You  see  there  are  three  '*  ifs  "  in  that  ?— So 
there  must  be  in  connexion  with  the  meat  trade  of 
this  country  a  good  many  more  than  three. 

2880.  With  regard  to  this  refusal  of  the  Corpora- 
tion to  let  you  have  these  slaughter  houses  at  Islington, 
I  do  not  find  that  refusal  in  the  correspondence  which 
you  have  handed  in  ? — The  letter,  I  find,  is  not  among 
these.  I  will  see  that  you  have  the  letter.  It  is  an 
old  bundle  of  letters,  and  I  had  occasion  to  remove  it 
two  or  three  weeks  s^o  from  that  bundle. 

2881.  Do  you  know  what  the  reason  of  the  refusal 
^as  ? — Simply  that  they  had  an  objection  to  meat 
being  sold  on  farmers'  account. 

2882.  Is  that  stated  in  the  correspondence  ? — No, 
they  give  no  reasons,  but  I  know  pretty  wdl  what 
their  reasons  were.  My  experience  of  the  Corpora- 
tion is  that  they  have  interfered  with  me  in  every 
shape  and  way  possible,  and  with  other  parties. 

2883.  Is  the  company  which  you  have  mentioned 
in  your  evidence  stiU  in  existence  ? — No,  it  did  not  go 
on ;  it  could  not  go  on.  It  was  started  for  the  special 
purpose  of  bringing  the  farmers  and  the  consumers 
together.  The  company  is  referred  to  in  that  little 
pamphlet. 

2884.  Was  it  a  going  concern  at  the  time  this 
correspondence  took  place  ? — ^It  got  into  existence. 

2885.  It  was  cariying  on  business  ?— Yes,  in  a 
small  way.  It  started  for  the  especial  purpose  of 
handling  home-grown  stock. 

2886.  You  say  that  the  company  occupied  large 
premises  in  the  City,  for  which  it  paid  2,000/.  per 
annum  in  rent,  and  500/.  a  year  for  rates;  how  long 
did  it  make  those  payments  ? — For  over  a  year. 

2887.  Had  it  at  the  time  when  you  were  refused  this 
additional  accommodation  a  real  good  going  bond  fide 
business,  and  would  it  have  been  in  every  respect  a 
substantial  tenant? — ^Yes.     This  letter  is  dated  the 
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4th. of   September    1880.     The    Company    was    in  Mr. 

existence  for  nearly  12  months.  -O.  Tailerwan. 

2888.  There  must  always  be  go-betweens  between 
the  producer  and  the  consumer,  and  your  recom- 
mendations tend  to  lessening  the  number  rather  than 
to  abolishiog  them  altogether  ? — Quite  so. 

2889.  Do  you  think  that  that  can  be  attained  by 
artificial  means  such  as  you  suggest,  viz.,  forbidding 
re-sale  ? — It  could  be  attained  principally  b^  the  con- 
centration of  slaughter-houses  in  the  country,  so  that 
the  meat  could  be  dealt  witii  there  and  sent  to  its 
destination  direct  from  the  slaughter-house,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  animals  being  brought  up  to  London  and 
slaughtered  and  passing  into  a  good  many  hands 
here. 

2890.  Is  not  this  large  Central  Market  an  attempt 
at  concentration,  which  I  imderstood  you  to  condemn  ? 
— No,  it  is  concentration  the  other  way.  The  con- 
centration that  I  would  recommend  would  be  the 
concentration  of  slaughtering  by  the  farmers  them- 
selves in  their  own  counties,  very  much  in  the  same 
way  as  is  done  in  Chicago, 

2891  You  would  have  that  done  by  voluntary  asso- 
ciation among  the  people  in  the  district,  and  then  you 
would  have  the  meat  sent  up  from  there  to  London  ? 
— Yes,  or  they  might  send  the  particular  meat  that 
was  required  for  a  particular  place.  The  different 
portions  of  the  carcase  are  required  in  different 
directions. 

2892.  But  is  not  the  only  difference  between  what 
you  propose  and  the  existing  system,  the  fact  that 
there  is  one  concentration  in  London  rather  than  a 
number  of  smaller  ones  about  the  country  ? — ^No. 
I  have  not  made  myself  clear. 

2893.  I  do  not  quite  understand  why  concentration 
(using  your  own  expression)  in  the  country  will  be 
less  harmful  and  less  restrictive  of  trade  than  the  con- 
centration of  trade  in  London.  If  the  one  gets  into  a 
few  hands,  will  not  the  other  through  lapse  of  time 
be  liable  to  the  same  abuse  ? — No,  for  this  reason, 
that  if  you  concentrate  your  animals  in  the  country 
and  slaughter  them  there,  you  can  utilise  a  large 
number  of  the  products  where  you  can  get  them  in 
aggregate  quantities ;  whereas  if  you  send  them  up  to 
London  and  they  pass  through  different  hands  you 
cannot  do  so. 

2894.  Surely  that  argument  rather  goes  to  prove 
that  if  it  was  for  the  individual  advantage  of  the 
people  to  do  it  they  would  make  combinations  for  the 
purpose  amongst  themselves  ? — There  have  been  such 
combinations  in  recent  years  in  America.  It  is  tlie 
natural  outcome  of  it.  The  dressed  l)eef  business  is 
virtually  the  concentration  of  slaughter-houses.  That 
has  been  established  in  America  only  within  the  last 
few  years.  It  has  superseded  the  live  cattle  trade  in 
every  way,  and  continues  to  supersede  it,  and  is 
growing  in  every  shape.  It  depends  upon  a  larger 
result  that  you  can  get  from  slaughtering  a  number  of 
beasts  in  one  direction. 

2895.  {Sir  James  Corry,)  Do  I  correctly  under- 
stand from  you  that  what  you  propose  is  that  in  place 
of  London  being  the  concentration  of  the  meat 
markets,  there  should  be  meat  markets  established  all 
over  the  provinces  ?—  Not  meat  markets,  but  simply 
slaughter-houses;  that  each  county  should  have  its 
own  slaughter-house,  and  that  the  farmers  of  that 
county  should  concentrate  their  slaughtering  in  that 
district;  and  that  then,  when  they  have  got  their 
meat,  they  should  deal  with  it  in  the  best  direction  that 
ofiTered,  and  deal  with  the  offal  and  refuse  in  another 
way. 

2896.  Is  that  done  in  Scotland  at  all?— Yes.  I 
think  the  Aberdeen  beef  trade  is  an  example  of  the 
exact  point  that  I  wish  to  refer  to,  because  that  has 
been  continually  growing  since  its  establishment. 

2897.  As  I  understand  it,  that  meat  is  sent  up  to 
the  Central  Meat  Market  in  London  to  the  salesmen 
here  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  slaughtered  there,  and  there  is  a 
large  quantity  slaughtered,  and  they  utilise  all  the 
rough  products  of  the  beasts  in  Aberdeen  to  the  best, 
adrcmtage  ;  and  at  the  same  ^time  the  bulk  of 'th(p 
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Aberdeen  meat  that  comes  up  to  LoDdon  Is  simplj  of 
one  grade. 

2898.  It  is  generally  the  best  quality,  and  realises 
the  highest  price  ? — Yes. 

2899.  That  is  the  kind  of  trade  which  you  would 
like  to  see  extended  ? — ^Yes. 

2900.  But  there  the  producer  and  the  consumer  do 
not  come  into  contact  at  all  any  more  than  from  any 
other  part  of  the  country  P — No  ;  but  from  the 
character  of  their  trade  they  virtually  command  the 
salesmen.  There  are  not  the  different  grades  of  meat 
in  the  Aberdeen  trade  that  there  are  in  the  other  meat 
supply  that  comes  into  the  market.  You  never  see 
Aberdeen  meat  quoted  at  28.  to  4«.  2d,  a  stone,  as  you 
see  the  other  meat  quoted.  You  see  Aberdeen  meat 
quoted  at  3*.  10c?.  to  4^.  or  4*.  to  4*  2d.  There  is  a 
nominal  variation  in  the  price,  and  the  senders  of  that 
meat  know  exactly  what  the  meat  is  worth  and  what 
it  makes  in  the  market. 

2901.  But  in  the  meat  trade,  as  in  almost  every 
other  trade  where  commission  salesmen  are  employed, 
the  confidence  between  the  sender  and  the  scJesman 
must  be  reciprocal  ? — ^They  must  have  confidence,  and 
they  do  have  confidence,  and  the  senders  are  bound  to 
have  confidence  because  they  cannot  help  themselves. 

2902.  Why  cannot  they  help  themselves  ? — 
Because  they  are  bound  to  place  their  meat  in  the 
hands  of  a  salesman.  Every  salesman  wants  to  get 
Scotch  meat ;  every  salesman  knows  that  unless  he 
makes  the  top  price  for  the  man  who  sends  the  meat 
he  will  not  get  any  more. 

2903.  With  reference  to  the  transfer  of  these 
shops  or  places  in  the  Central  Meat  Market,  you  say 
that  large  sums  have  sometimes  been  paid ;  you  name 
Messrs,  Bell  and  Sons;  I  suppose  those  are  the 
Glasgow  people  ?-^They  receive  the  American  meat ; 
they  are  Glasgow  people. 

2904.  And  they  control  to  a  very  large  extent  the 
American  trade  do  they  not  ? — They  receive  a  large 
amount  of  meat  from  America. 

2905.  But  is  not  that  trade  all  a  dead  meat  trade 
from  Deptford  ? — No,  their  dead  meat  trade  comes  in 
the  shape  of  refrigerated  meat  from  America. 

2906.  As  regards  the  Canadian  part  of  their  trade, 
the  cattle  come  direct  into  the  market,  do  they  not  ? 
— Direct  into  Islington. 

2907.  But  in  the  United  States  trade,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  cattle  are  all  brought  to  Deptford  and 
slaughtered  there  ? — ^That  is  the  live  trade. 

2SK)8.  Do  they  bring  refrigerated  meat  from  the 
United  States?— Yes,  Messrs.  Bell  do  about  the 
largest  trade  in  American  meat.  They  control  the 
refrigerators  on  the  steamers.  You  find  that  they 
get  meat  from  Chicago.  Meat  will  be  slaughtered 
in  Chicago  and  carried  through. 

2909.  And  you  think  that  the  Corporation  rather 
favour  large  people  like  Messrs.  Bell  and  Sons,  and 
do  not  ask  questions  if  they  find  that  they  are  coming 
to  occupy  these  places  in  the  Central  Meat  Market  ? 
— No ;  I  do  not  know  that  the  Corporatioa  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  it ;  but  the  thing  was  done,  and  it 
got  to  be  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

2910.  {Mr,  Picton.)  I  collect  that  your  idea  is  that 
a  market  should  be  entirely  open  to  anyone  who  has 
goods  to  sell,  and  to  the  public  to  buy  ? — Yes, 
exactly. 

2911.  Have  you  considered  the  difficulties  involved 
in  securing  that  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any 
difficulties. 

2912.  You  cannot  have  a  market  of  unlimited 
capacity,  can  you  ? — ^No,  not  very  well. 

2913.  Here  is  a  market  of  a  limited  capacity.  Say 
that  there  are  500  buyers  and  500  sellers  who  could 
find  accommodation  there;  if  you  had  550  applying 
wha  Iwould  you  do  ? — But  you  could  not  have  meat 
enough. 

2914.  I  will  take  what  number  you  like,  but  that 
is  simply  the  name  of  the  thing.  Supposing  that  you 
had  50  more  people  wanting  to  sell  than  you  can  find 
accommodation  for,  what  would  you  do  ? — Of  course 
you  could  not  give  more  than  the  accommodation 


would  accommodate,  but  the  market  of  London 
requires  so  much  meat  for  its  supply.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  the  number  of  salesmen  that  that  meat 
shall  go  to,  but  the  number  of  hooks  upon  which  these 
quarters  of  beef  shall  hang. 

2915.  Still  the  amount  of  beef  required  to  supply 
a  certain  number  of  the  public  will  go  to  a  limited 
number  of  dealers  ? — It  must  be  so. 

2916.  Please  understand  that  I  am  not  in  the  least 
wishing  to  throw  any  difficulties  in  your  way  ;  I  am 
only  wanting  to  get  information  as  to  how  you  would 
carry  it  out  f — ^I  feel  myself  in  this  difficulty  :  that  it 
is  a  crucial  question,  and  I  feel  that  I  do  not  make 
myself  understood.  But  if  a  market  takes  1,000  tons 
of  meat  every  day,  1,000  tons  of  meat  will  represent 
3,000  bullocks ;  3,000  bullocks  will  represent  12,000 
quarters,  and  12,000  quarters  will  require  12,000 
hooks.  If  a  market  has  got  that  number  of  hooks  it 
should  be  immaterial  in  whose  hands  the  selling  is, 
if  that  supply  of  meat  can  be  accommodated. 

2917.  Then  would  yon  divide  the  market  into  so 
many  stands  or  into  so  many  hooks  ? — The  stands 
consist  of  a  number  of  hooks. 

2918.  In  one  of  your  answers  you  told  us  that  you 
would  allow  a  seller  to  hang  his  meat  upon  any 
vacant  hook,  even  if  it  were  in  a  stand  that  wan 
generally  occupied  by  a  dealer  ? — If  that  dealer  has 
sold  his  stock  and  that  man  has  got  a  regular  trade. 
Supposing  that  he  has  cleared  out  his  consignments 
for  the  morning  and  sold  them  and  his  shop  is  empty, 
then  I  say  that  if  another  man  has  so  much  meat  to  sell, 
he  has  a  right  to  the  accommodation  for  the  sale  of 
that  meat. 

2919.  Do  you  know  any  markets  where  that  is 
done  either  at  home  or  abroad  ? — I  come  back  to  the 
same  question  that  I  dealt  with  before ;  I  do  not  know 
any  other  market  that  is  an  exclusive  market. 

2920.  When  you  were  asked  as  to  preventing 
double  or  treble  dealing  in  the  market,  and  whether 
you  know  of  any  market  in  which  that  was  carried 
out,  you  replied,  "There  is  no  exclusive  market"; 
will  you  explain  what  you  meant  by  that  ? — I  know 
of  no  place  where  a  farmer  would  be  shut  out  from 
taking  his  meat  into  the  market  and  selling  it 
himself. 

2921.  You  mean  that  there  is  no  market  in  which 
he  could  not  find  room  ? — ^Yes ;  or  be  able  to  sell  from 
his  cart. 

2922.  Is  that  the  case  in  the  United  States  ?— I  do 
not  know  about  the  United  States. 

2923.  Is  it  the  case  of  any  of  the  markets  in 
England  ?  You  spoke  of  the  Liverpool  market,  St. 
John's  Market;  is  it  the  case  there  that  any  man 
having  meat  to  sell  could  go  and  look  for  a  vacant 
hook  and  hang  it  up  ? — It  is  some  years  since  I  was 
in  Liverpool ;  I  never  had  any  meat  there ;  I  merely 
looked  at  the  market  as  a  visitor ;  but  I  have  been 
in  the  Swansea  market,  and  I  had  some  meat  there. 
I  took  a  refrigerator  with  a  couple  of  hundred  New 
Zealand  or  AustraUan  sheep.  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
going  to  that  market  and  getting  a  stand,  paying  so 
much  toll,  and  I  had  accommodation  for  what  I  had 
to  sell ;  and  any  farmer  should  be  in  just  the  same 
position. 

2924.  You  give  Swansea  as  an  instance  of  that 
being  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

2925.  (Lord  Balfour.)  I  did  not  go  into  the 
Islington  case  quite  so  far  as  I  intended.  You  make 
a  statement  in  the  paper  which  you  have  put  before 
us,  that  the  letters  were  intercepted  and  the  consign- 
ments diverted ;  did  you  complain  to  the  Post  Office 
about  the  letters  being  intercepted  ? — We  complained 
to  Mr.  Stephens. 

2926.  Who  is  Mr.  Stephens  ?— Tho  clerk  of  the 
market.  This  is  the  correspondence  i  n  reference  to 
that  {handing  in  some  letters).  You  will  find  there  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  our  agent,  and  a  copy  of  the 
letter  that  Mr.  Stephens  sent. 

2927.  There  is  nothing  about  letters  here,  so  far  as 
I  can  see  ? — This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  Mr. 
Stephens  sent  to  the  Scotch  sender  at  Inverness,  and 
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he  says  hero  "  letter  from  you  addressed  to  tlio  Local 
**  Meat  Markets  Company,  Limited,  having  been 
"  delivered  here  yesterday  through  the  post,  and 
^*  having  no  knowledge  of  such  a  Company  "  ;  that 
refers  to  the  letter. 

2928.  Is  it  tliis  on  which  you  found  the  broad 
statement  that  letters  were  intercepted,  and  consign- 
ments diverted  ? — That  refers  to  a  special  letter  and 
a  special  consignment  that  came  to  our  knowledge. 

2929.  But  tlie  statemeni,  as  I  understood  it  lo  be 
made  in  this  paper,  is  in  the  plural,  ^^our  letters  were 
^'  intercepted,  and  the  consignments  diverted,  as  if  a 
regular  practice  had  been  made  of  it  ?— This  is  what 
occurred  to  my  company. 

2930.  There  was  no  other  case  ? — No,  this  stopped 
the  business. 

2931.  Do  you  mean  that  the  diverting  of  this  one 
consignment  stopped  the  business  of  a  company 
which  was  paying  2,000/.  a  year  in  rent  and  600/.  a 
year  in  rates? — ^Yes,  because  we  could  not  get  the 
accommodation  in  the  market  for  the  sale  of  home 
grown  meat.  We  had  arranged  with  one  of  the  sales- 
men in  the  market  to  allow  us  th<»  use  of  a  portion 
of  his  store*  dividing  the  commission  with  him ;  and 
he  was  prohibited  from  furnishing  us  with  the  oppor- 
tunity of  selling  our  meat  there. 

2932.  Where  was  it  that  you  were  doing  a  business 
for  the  premises  for  which  you  paid  2,000/.  a  year  in 
rent?    You  say  you  occupied  premises  of  that  extent 


in  the  city  ? — Yes,  wo  fitted  up  those  large  premises 
in  Upper  Thames  Street  with  a  cool  storage  place  in 
1877. 

2933.  And  the  business  was  stopped  by  this  one 
miscarriage  ? — This  was  a  new  business  which  we 
were  about  to  initiate.  The  American  Meat  business 
was  stopped  by  the  butchers  altogether  as  a  body. 
Then  we  were  jfoing  to  exten4  the  operations,  and 
the  new  company  was  coming  into  existence  to  carry 
out  the  trade  in  home  meat,  and  we  required  to  have 
a  place  in  the  Central  Meat  Market  where  we  could 
sell.  That  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  premises  in 
Uppei'  Thames  Street. 

2934.  But  you  never  carried  the  matter  any 
further  ?  —  No,  because  we  could  not  get  the 
accommodation  to  sell  the  meat.  We  were  not 
allowed  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  holder 
of  a  shop  or  stall  in  the  market  to  give  us  facilities 
for  our  business. 

2935.  Who  declined  to  give  you  permission  to 
make  that  arrangement  ? — Mr.  Stephens ;  and  Mr. 
Israel  was  the  salesman  with  whom  we  made  the 
arrangement. 

2936.  Have  you  the  letter  declining  to  give  you 
that  permission  ?  —  No,  there  were  a  number  of 
meetings  between  Mr.  Israel  and  the  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Israel  was  told  •  that  if  he  gave  us  the  accommo- 
dation he  would  be  dismissed  from  the  shop. 


Mr. 
D.  TaUerMom, 

a  Mar.  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWELFTH  DAY. 


Thursday,  8th  March  1888. 


prksbnt: 
The  Right  Hon.  the  LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P.   \ 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 

Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 


Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Sccretart/. 


Mr.  William  Birt  examined. 


Mr.  W,  Birt. 


2937.  {Chairman.)  You  are  general  manager  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  and  we  understand  that 
you  are  prepared  to  give  evidence  on  the  subject  of 
our  inquiry  on  behalf  of  that  Company? — 1  am.  I 
have  been  in  the  service  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company  as  goods  manager,  and  general  manager,  fur 
very  many  years,  and  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the 
system  of  mil  ways  belonging  to  that  Company. 

2938.  The  districts  through  which  your  railways 
pass,  as  we  know,  arc,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
suburban  districts,  almost  wholly  agricultural  ? — That 
is  so.  The  length  of  our  railways  is  1,057  miles, 
including  lines  owned  jointly  with  the  Great  Northern 
Company,  and  leased  and  worked  lines. 

2939.  And  some  of  your  clients  complained  of  the 
absence  of  adequate  markets  ? — ^It  has  been  a  com- 
plaint for  very  many  years  amongst  many  of  the  most 
influential  men  in  the  Great  Eastern  district  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  market  accommodation  provided 
in  London ;   and    they  have    urged    that  whatever 


facilities  the  Great  Eastern  Company  may  oflPer  them    3  ^^i^,  iggg 

to  grow  vegetables,  roots,  and  produce  of  that  kind       1_* 

in  substitution  of  cereals  will  always  be  of  very  little 
use  unless  far  more  ready  means  of  disposing  of 
their  produce  is  offered  in  London  and  other  towns  in 
the  way  of  market  accommodation. 

2940.  Acting  upon  these  suggestions  the  directors 
of  your  Company  desired  to  supply  additional  market 
accommodation  for  the  community  in  London  ? — They 
did ;  and  finding  that  no  one  else  would  supply  market 
accommodation,  they  provided  a  market  of  their  own 
at  Stratford  adjoining  an  existing  railway  station. 
That  market  was  opened  in  the  year  1879.  I  produce 
a  map  showing  the  position  of  Stratford  Market 
{producing  a  map  and  descrilnng  it  to  the  Com- 
mission). It  is  an  old  map,  the  date  ofiti8l869; 
there  has  not  been  a  fresh  one  published  since.  But 
Stratford  has  grown  so  enormously  within  the  last 
few  yeai*s  that  a  map  of  this  old  date  scarcely 
conveys  a  proper  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  place. 
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ROYAL   COMMIS6tO«r  ON   MARKET   BIGHTS    AND   TOLLS: 


Mr  W  Bin    The  population  of  West  Ham,  in  which  parish  Sl^rat- 
* — 1       '  ford  is  situated,  was  100,000  in  the  year  1871,  and 

a  M*r.  1888.     it  was  200,000  in  1881. 

2941.  you  hoped  that  the  provision  of  a  better 

market  would  hold  out  inducements  to  farmers  to 
grow  more  market-garden  and  similar  pi-oduce, 
instead  of  depending  upon  the  usual  agricultural 
crops  ? — We  did.  It  has  been  urged  upon  me  more 
than  once  that  the  farmers  in  our  district,  at  all 
events,  are  so  severely  handicapped  by  the  enormous 
importations  of  corn  from  America  and  other  places, 
that  it  is  a  necessity,  if  they  are  to  continue  farming 
operations,  that  they  should  find  some  other  produce 
to  grow. 

2942.  Has  that  been  successful? — It  has  been 
successful  to  a  considerable  extent. 

2943.  Subsequently  to  the  opening  of  the  Stratford 
Market  you  have  also  adapted  the  under-structure  of 
Bishopsgate  Station  as  a  depot  for  the  sale  of  vege- 
tables, market-garden  produce,  and  fish,  have  you 
not  ? — We  have.  By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
the  year  1876,  we  obtained  power  to  convert  the  old 
passenger  station  at  Bishopsgate  into  a  goods  station, 
and  in  constructing  the  goods  station,  which  is  on  the 
high  level  in  arches,  we  so  arranged  the  under- 
structure  as  to  be  available  for  a  market. 

2944.  I  see  in  the  statement  with  which  you  have 
furnished  the  Commission,  that  you  make  reference 
to  some  rights  of  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  ;  do  you  wish  to 
say  anything  in  regard  to  that  question  and  to  the 
decision  of  the  court  upon  it  ? — Yes  ;  the  market  or 
dep6t  at  Bishopsgate  was  opened  for  the  ^sale  of 
vegetables,  roots,  and  fish  on  the  Ist  of  July  1882 ; 
but  we  had  very  extensively  advertised  for  many 
months  beforehand  that  the  market  would  be  estab- 
tished  and  opened  on  that  date.  Six  months  beftjre 
the  day  of  opening,  that  is  to  say,  in  January  1882, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  others,  the  owners  of 
Spitalfields  Market,  and  Mr.  Horner,  the  lessee  of  the 
market,  commenced  an  action  against  the  Company 
to  restrain  them  from  opening  the  Bishopsgate  depot 
as  intimated  in  the  advertisements  and  placards  that 
we  had  issued,  on  the  ground  that  what  we  intended 
doing  would  be  a  disturbance  of  Spitalfields  Market, 
which  was  a  market  for  vegetables,  fruit,  and  market- 
garden  produce. 

2945.  Was  that  market  under  an  ancient  charter  ? 
—  It  was.  Notwithstanding  that  that  action  was 
commenced  we  did  open  the  dep6t  on  the  1st  of  July 
1882,  and  it  was  kept  open  until  the  16th  of  January 
1884,  when  the  Court  of  Appeal  refused  to  allow  the 
Company  to  continue  the  sfde  of  vegetables  and  roots. 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  his  co-plaintiffs  claimed 
under  two' charters.  One  bore  date  the  29th  of  July, 
34  Charles  II.,  and  the  other  was  dated  the  22nd  of 
September,  4  James  II.;  and  they  contended  that 
what  we  were  doing  at  Bishopsgate  Market  was  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  granted  by  these  charters. 
But  I  daresay  you  have  heard  a  gi'eat  deal  about 
these  charters,  because  I  believe  Mr.  Horner,  the 
lessee  of  Spitalfields  Market,  and  Mr.  Briggg,  his 
solicitor,  have  given  evidence  regarding  them. 

2946.  Was  the  effect  of  this  litigation  finaUy  to 
close  your  market  at  Bishopsgate? — ^It  was.  The 
market  was  closed  because  the  Court  of  Appeal 
refused  to  allow  it  to  be  kept  open.  I  should  say 
that  we  took  the  case  to  the  House  of  Lords  after  the 
Court  of  Appeal  had  decided  against  us,  but  the 
House  of  Lords  upheld  the  jud^ent  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal. 

Mr.  ChUders  here  took  the  chair. 

2947.  {Mr.  Childers.)  That  was  Lord  Selboume's 
judgment  in  the  House  of  Lords,  was  it  not  ? — I 
rather  think  it  v^as,  but  I  will  not  be  sure. 

2948.  After  you  had  failed  at  law  you  then  went 
to  Parliament  ? — ^It  was  before  a  decision  was  given 
that  we  first  went  to  Parliament. 

2949.  But  before  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Lords  was  given,  and  after  the  previous  decision  of 
the  court  bdow  was  given,  you  went  to  Parliament ; 


what  was  it  that  you  asked  Parliament  to  enable  you 
to  do  ? — When  we  went  to  Parliament  we  asked  leave 
to  let  and  grant  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  Bishops- 
gate dep6t  for  the  purpose  of  the  sale  of  vegetables, 
potatoes,  fruits,  and  roots,  as  well  as  for  the  sde  of 
meat,  poultry,  and  game. 

2950.  You  put  in  the  Bill,  I  think  ? — I  put  in  the 
Bill  (producing^  it). 

2951.  It  is  in  the  Omnibus  Bill  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Company  of  1883  ? — Yes.  Clause  31  is  the 
clause  to  which  I  refer. 

2952.  How  did  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  deal  with  that  clause  of  the  Bill  ? — The 
Bill  was  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons presided  over  by  Sir  John  Ramsden,  and  the 
Committee,  upon  a  preliminary  objection  being  taken 
by  the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid 
and  others  said  that  the  question  being  sub  judice 
the  matter  must  be  expunged  from  the  Bill. 

2953.  And  so  you  failed  to  get  power  to  sell  vege- 
tables, roots,  and  fruit  ? — ^We  did. 

2954.  But  you  succeeded  in  getting  power  to  sell 
meat,  poultry,  fish,  and  game  ? — ^Yes.  That  power 
was  objected  to  first  of  all  by  the  Corporation  of 
London. 

2955.  Did  you  come  to  terms  with  them? — We 
did ;  and  by  agreement  that  clause  was  inserted. 

2956.  Can  you  show  us  now  the  clause  of  the  Act, 
as  it  passed,  which  gave  you  that  power  ? — This  is 
section  34  of  the  Act  {producing  the  Act), 

2957.  That  saved  the  rights  of  the  City  ?— I  think 
that  merely  means  this :  that  we  have  the  power  to 
sell,  notwithstandiug  any  rights  that  the  Corporation 
have.     We  have  not  to  pay  them  compensation. 

2958.  But  all  their  rights  are  saved  absolutely  ? — 
Yes.     There  was  no  compensation  payable. 

2959.  Then  you  got  into  litigation  with  Mr. 
Horner,  did  you  not  ? — As  regards  Stratford  Market. 

2960.  Will  you  explain  to  us  exactly  what  the 
point  was  ? — Up  to  the  time  of  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Lords  upon  the  Bishopsgate  Market  ques- 
tion there  had  been  no  question  between  us  and  the 
Spitalfields  authorities  regarding  Stratford,  but  at 
that  time  Mr.  Homer,  the  lessee  of  the  market,  did 
commence  to  threaten  us  with  proceedings  for  a 
disturbance  of  his  rights  as  regards  Stratford. 

2961.  As  being  within  the  distance  over  which 
his  rights  extended? — ^Precisely  so.  Stratford  is 
three  and  a  half  miles  from  London,  and  I  believe 
Mr.  Horner's  rights,  under  his  charter,  extend  for  a 
distance  of  six  and  three-quarter  miles  or  seven 
leagues. 

2962.  Popularly  called  seven  miles  ? — Yes. 

2963.  What  was  the  result  of  your  difficulty  with 
Mr.  Homer? — We  did  not  take  that  casB  into  the 
Law  Courts  because  we  were  advised  by  Mr.  Hem- 
ming, Q.C.,  Mr.  Charles,  Q.C.  (now  Mr.  Justice 
Charles),  and  Mr.  Smart,  who  were  our  counsel  in 
the  case  of  Goldsmid  v.  The  Great  Eastern  Company, 
as  concerned  Bishopsgate,  that  we  should  do  wisely 
in  coming  to  a  compromise  with  Mr.  Homer,  and  we 
did  do  so. 

2964.  That  compromise  was  set  out  in  the  Great 
Eastem  Act  of  1887^  was  it  not  ?--It  was. 

2965.  Will  you  give  us  the  substance  of  it? — I 
will  produce  a  copy  of  the  agreement.  The  agree- 
ment, stated  shortly,  provides  that  the  Company  may 
re-open  the  Bishopsgate  dep6t  and  continue  the 
Stratford  Market,  paying  to  Mr.  Horner  or  others, 
the  persons  entitled  for  the  time  being  to  the  receipt 
of  the  tolls  of  the  Spitalfields  Market,  certain  sums  of 
money,  the  following  sums : — ^Bishopsgate  Market : 
potatoes,  Zd.  per  ton  ;  greeu  peas,  1*.  per  ton ;  green 
vegetables,  1*.  6d.  per  truck  load ;  fruit,  Ys.  per  ton  ; 
carrots  for  domestic  purposes,  3^.  per  ton;  onions, 
parsnips,  and  other  roots  for  domestic  purposes, 
6d.  per  ton.  Stratford  Market :  On  vegetables,  fruit, 
and  roots  brought  into  the  market  by  rail,  Zd.  per 
ton ;  on  all  waggons  or  carts,  1#.  6d.  per  cart ;  on 
pony  cart,  truck,  or  barrow,  1*.  per  cart. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MINUTES   OP  EVIDENCE. 


145 


2966.  Those  sums  are  payable  to  Mr.  Horner  ? — 

They  are  payable  to  Mr.  Horner  in  regard  to  those 

two    markets.     The    agreement    also    provides    that 

*«  the   Company   will  ol    their  next  application  on 

*  Parliament  for  general  powers,  and  not  later  that 

two  years  from  the  date  of  the  agreement,  apply  for 
"  and  endeavour  to  obtain  statutory  powers  cmpower- 
"  ing  them  to  carry  on  the  Stratford  Market  and 
«  the  Bishopsgate  Market  as  markets  for  the  sale 
**  of  vegetables,  roots,  and  fruit,  under  and  subject 
"  to  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  and  any  Bill 
**  promoted  for  that  purpose  shall  provide  for  the 
**  confirmation  of  this  agreement,  and  the  said  Robert 
"  Horner  and  the  lessors  (or  those  claiming  through 
**  tiiem)  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  Company,  concur 
"  in  and  signify  their  assent  to  the  application  for 
"  such  statutory  powers."  And  the  same  agreement 
by  article  18  provided  as  follows  :— "  Until  statutory 
"  powers  as  >5bresaid  shall  be  obtained  these  presents 
"  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  be  binding  upon 
^  the  parties  hereto  and  their  respective  represen- 
"  tatives.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed, 
"  that  if  within  three  years  from  the  date  hereof 
'*  statutory  powers  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  obtained 
"  with  respect  to  the  Stratford  Market,  then  these 
"  presents,  so  iar  as  the  same  relate  to  the  Stratford 
"  Market,  shall  become  void,  and  that  if  within  the 
"  like  period  statutory  powers  as  aforesaid  be  not 
"  obtained  with  respect  to  the  Bishopsgate  Market, 
•*  then  these  presents,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to 
<*  the  Bishopsgate  Market,  and  the  said  goods  station 
'*  shall  become  void." 

2967.  I  believe  you  went  to  Parliament  and  you 
promoted  a  Bill  to  carry  that  agreement  out  ? — We 
did  in  the  year  1887,  which  was  the  first  year  in 
which  we  had  an  Omnibus  Bill  before  Parliament 
after  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Horner  had  been 
made. 

2968.  And  in  that  Bill  provision  was  made  to 
carry  out  those  articles  in  the  agreement? — That 
was  so. 

2969.  That  Bill,  I  suppose,  went  to  a  Committee 
in  the  usual  way  ? — It  went  before  a  Committee 
presided  over  by  Mr.  William  Robert  Hanbury  on 
the  7th  of  March  1887,— it  was  opposed  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  West  Ham,  by  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London,  by  the  owners  of  Columbia  Market 
(the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts  and  Mr.  William  Bur- 
dett  Coutts),  and  by  the  lessees  and  tenants  of  the 
stalls  in  Columbia  Market. . 

2970.  Then  you  had  with  you  the  ownere  of 
Spitalfields  Market  and  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  his 
co-proprietors;  and  you  had  against  you  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  City  of  London  and  the  Corporation 
of  West  Ham,  and  the  owners  of  Columbia  Market,  of 
which  we  have  not  heard  anything  as  yet  r — That 
was  so. 

2971.  What  was  the  result  of  that  inquiiy? — 
It  was  a  very  long  inquiry.  The  Committee  devoted 
an  immense  amount  of  attention  to  the  Bill;  and  the 
inquiry  extended  over  three  weeks,  the  greater  part 
of  that  time  being  occupied  in  <liscussing  the  market 
clauses  in  the  Bill.     It  was  an  Omnibus  jiill. 

2972.  You  mean  that  the  rest  of  the  Bill  was  not 
in  dispute? — Part  of  it  was  in  dispute,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  time  wa^  occupied  by  the  market  clauses.  It 
became  very  evident,  as  the  inquiry  went  on,  that 
the  Committee  were  adverse  to  confirming  the  agree- 
ment which  the  Company  had  made  with  Sir  Julian 
(>oldsmid  and  Mr.  Horner. 

2973.  On  whut  ground  ? — Particular  stress  was 
laid  upon  the  iact  that  there  was  a  provision  in  the 
agreement  that  compensation  in  a  certain  shape  should 
be  paid  to  the  Spitalfields  Market  aiithorities  for  the 
disturbance  of  the  trade  of  their  market;  and  stress 
wais  laid  upon  the  fact  that  no  compensation  had  been 
allowed  in  the  case  of  the  Columbia  Market  Act  of 
1886,  or  in  the  case  of  the  Rivei-side  Fish  Market 
Aet  of  1882. 

2974.  That  was  the  Shadwell  Act  ?— -It  was.  Nor 
was  there  any  compensation  allowed   in  the   case   of 

U    55780. 


the  South  London  Market  Act  of  1882.     That  was    Mr.  W,  Bin. 
Mr.  Samuel  PlimsoiVs  market.  

2975.  And  those  were  markets  which   were  within    8  Mar.  1888. 

the  privilege  of  the  City  of  London,  but  which  paid 

nothing  to  the  City  of  London  ? — They  paid  nothing 

to  anyone  I  believe,  either  to  Mr.  Homer  or  to  the 
Corporation. 

2976.  And,  therefore,  nothing  having  been  paid  in 
that  case,  you  were  not  allowed  to  have  validated  an 
agreement  with  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  which  involved 
your  paying  something  to  him  and  his  friends  ?— I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  it  was  plainly  indicated 
to  us  that  we  might  make  any  agreement  that  we  like 
with  Mr.  Horner,  but  that  Parliament  would  not 
validate  it. 

2977.  What  did  the  House  of  Commons  ultimately 
do? — The  House  of  Commons  found  that  we  had 
overwhelmingly  proved  by  every  witness  that  we 
called  before  them  that  it  would  be  in  the  public 
interest  to  sanction  the  establishment  of  markets  for 
the  use  of  the  public  generally  at  Bishopsgate  and  at 
Stratford. 

2978.  Such  markets  as  you  had  originally  pro- 
posed ? — Such  markets  as  we  had  originally  proposed, 
and  they  did  therefore  pass  the  Bill  legalising  the 
markets.  They  requu-ed,  however,  certain  clauses  to 
be  inserted  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  which 
clauses  we  very  willingly  accepted.  One  clause  that 
they  inserted  was  a  clause  defining  the  market  limits ; 
and  another  clause  deals  with  the  plan  and  accommo- 
dation of  Stratford  Market.  And  here,  perhaps,  I  had 
better  table  the  plans  which  were  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  and  which  were  approved  of  by  the  Coui- 
mittee,  and  which  are  referred  to  in  these  particular 
clauses  (producing  some  plans). 

2979.  As  having  been  signed  by  Mr.  Hanbury,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  ? — Yes.  One  defines 
the  market  limits  of  Bishopsgate.  There  are  about 
four  and  a  half  acres  there.  This  {producing 
another  plan)  is  the  plan  defining  the  limits  of 
Stratford  Market;  and  this  plan  also  was  signed 
by  Mr.  Hanbury.  The  original  size  of  Stratford 
Market,  and  indeed  the  size  of  it  to-day,  is  about  two 
and  a  half  acres  only ;  but  we  undertook  when  we 
were  before  the  Committee  to  enlarge  the  two  and  a 
half  acres  to  an  area  which  is  as  neaiiy  as  possible 
four  and  a  half  acres  ;  and  we  took  power  also  to 
increase  the  size  of  the  market  at  a  future  time,  if 
need  be,  by  two  acres  more. 

2980.  But  to  the  extent  of  the  first  two  and  a  half 
acres  you  were  bound  to  enlarge  it  ? — We  were  bound 
to  do  that  within  two  years  of  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

2981.  Then  you  were  bound  to  maintain  certain 
roads  and  approaches,  were  you  not  ?-*-We  were. 
This  {pointing  to  the  plan)  is  the  approach  to  Strat- 
ford Market  from  High  Street,  Stratford.  The  other 
entrance  is  along  here,  from  the  direction  of  Woolwich. 
We  undertook  to  provide  that  approach,  which  would 
have  involved  us  in  the  expenditure  of  a  very  large 
sum  of  money ;  but  still  we  regarded  that  approach 
also  as  a  necessity. 

2982.  {Mr.  Little.)  That  would  have  given  a  run 
right  through  from  end  to  end  ? — It  would.  It  was 
considered  as  a  necessity  for  the  full  success  of  the 
market. 

2983.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Then  you  were  bound  to 
treat  the  charges  of  the  market  somewhat  in  the 
nature  of  terminals,  entirely  separate  from  the  ordi- 
nary charges  of  the  company  ? — We  should  have  been. 
It  was  admitted  that  we  were  entitled  to  charge 
certain  market  tolls  altogether  in  excess  of  the  rates 
charged  for  conveyance  along  the  line. 

2984.  Were  those  tolls  in  lieu  of  terminals  ? — ^No. 

2985.  Were  ihey  in  addition  to  your  regular  termi- 
nals ? — In  addition  to  the  regular  charges. 

2986.  You  could  only  charge  in  respect  of  goods 
coming  to  the  market  your  regular  rates  ? — That  is 
all. 

2987.  And  those  were  to  be  in  lieu  of  any  terminals  ? 
— The  market  tolls  were  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
charges  for  conveyance  by  railway. 
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2988.  But  did  those  ordinary  cburges  include 
terminals,  or  did  they  not  ? — Some  of  them  do  and 
some  do  not.  It  depends  entirely  upon  how  the 
railway  charges  are  made.  Many  of  our  rates  have 
no  provision  made  for  teiminals  at  all. 

^89.  Then  there  was  a  special  clause  excluding 
the  operation  of  the  proviso  of  a  section  in  the  Public 
Health  Act ;  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  ? — That 
means  that  uiider  the  Public  Health  Act,  if  a  market 
had  been  started  in  opposition  to  ours,  our  consent 
would  have  been  necessary.  But  we  said,  "  We  do 
**  not  want  our  consent  to  be  asked  at  all ;  we  have  no 
**  desire  to  receive  compensation  ;  we  are  quite  pre- 
'^  pared  to  let  our  market  stand  upon  its  own  bottom, 
"  and  to  sink  or  swim  by  its  own  merits." 

2990.  Were  you  bound  by  the  Act  to  put  goods 
coming  in  over  the  railway  upon  precisely  the  same 
footing  as  goods  coming  in  by  road  ? — We  were.  We 
undertook  to  treat  in  every  respect,  so  far  as  circum- 
stances would  ,  allow,  the  road-borne  traffic  upon 
pei-fect  equality  with  the  rail-borne  traffic;  and  we 
said  as  evidence  of  our  hon&  fides  upon  that  point : — 
"  If  any  difference  should  arise  between  us,  let  the 
'<  case  be  taken  to  the  stipendiary  magistrate  of  the 
^<  district,  and  let  him  settle  the  question  between  us." 

2991.  And  you  were  also  bound  to  make  certain 
reservations  in  favour  of  Columbia  Market,  were  you 
not  ? — ^We  were.  Mr.  Burdett  Coutts  in  his  opposition 
to  this  Bill,  said  he  was  afraid  that  if  Bishopsgate 
Market  were  opened,  Columbia  Market  would  be 
shut  up.  The  Committee  thought  therefore  that 
Columbia  Market  ought  to  have  a  fair  start,  and 
sufficient  time  was  given  for  the  construction  of  the 
railway  to  Columbia  Market,  which  railway  had 
already  been  sanctioned,  before  the  opening  of  Bishops- 
gate  Market  was  sanctioned  by  the  Bill. 

2992.  The  provisions  with  regard  to  the  Bishops- 
gate  Market  and  the  Stratford  Market  in  all  these 
respects  were  somewhat  similar,  were  they  not  ?— 
Yes,  very  similar ;  but  there  was  this  important 
distinction  as  between  Bishopsgate  and  Stratford  : 
We  were  not  required  by  the  Act  to  deal  with 
road-borne  traffic  at  Bishopsgate,  because  at  Bishops- 
gate the  market  is  not  laid  out  for  the  accommodation 
of  such  traffic.  It  is  laid  out  simply  for  rail  borne- 
traffic. 

2993.  But  in  all  other  respects  practically  the 
provisions  were  the  same  ? — Practically  the  same. 

2994.  That  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  at 
the  end  of  March  in  that  year,  did  it  not  ? — Yes. 

2996.  What  took  place  afterwards  when  the  Bill 
came  before  the  House  of  Commons  again  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  ? — The  Bill  was  before  the 
House  again  upon  the  12th  of  April  1887,  when 
Major  Banes  and  Mr.  Forrest  Fulton,  the  members 
for  West  Ham,  gave  notice  that  they  intended  to 
oppose  the  Bill ;  and  on  the  28th  of  April,  when  the 
order  for  consideration  of  the  Bill  was  read,  Mr. 
Kitchie,  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  moved  that  the  Bill  be  re-committed  to  the 
former  Committee  upon  the  Bill,  in  order  to  consider 
clauses  to  provide  that  in  the  event  of  a  public 
authority  being  appointed  the  market  authority  for 
the  district  in  which  the  proposed  market  is  situated, 
and  being  empowered  to  acquire  existing  markets,  no 
compensation  for  market  rights,  tolls,  and  charges, 
granted  under  the  Bill  should  be  payable  to  the  Rail- 
way Company,  it  apparently  being  assumed  by  Mr. 
Kitchie  that  Parliament  would  hereafter  provide  that 
all  market  rights  should  be  in  the  hands  of  public 
bodies. 

2996.  Mr.  Ritchie  had  in  view  the  appointment  of 
this  Commission  ? — No  doubt  he  had. 

2997.  Without  giving  us  the  whole  of  the  wording, 
that  practically  means  that  if  on  the  report  of  this 
Commission  the  policy  of  granting  exclusively  to 
Corporations  the  power  of  holding  markets  should  be 
adopted,  you  would  get  no  compensation  ? — No  com- 
pensation whatever. 

2998.  Did  that  pass  the  House  of  Commons? — It 
did. 


2999.  What  happened  in  the  House  of  Lords  ? — 
Wheu  the  Bill  reached  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was 
opposed  by  the  Corporations  of  West  Ham  and  of 
London,  by  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid  and  by  Mr.  Horner, 
by  the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts,  Mr.  Burdett  Coutts, 
and  by  the  lessees  and  tenants  of  stalls  in  Columbia 
Market. 

3000.  The  same  opponents  that  you  had  before  the 
House  of  Commons  ? — Yes. 

3001.  How  did  the  House  of  Lords  decide  the 
question  ? — The  main  ground  of  opposition  taken  up 
in  the  House  of  Lords  was  that  the  Government , 
having  undertaken  that  a  Royal  Commission  on 
Markets  should  be  appointed,  no  legislation  as  to 
markets  should  take  place  until  the  Commission  had 
made  their  report;  and  in  the  end  the  clauses  dealing 
with  the  markets  question  were,  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  struck  out. 

3002.  So  that  the  whole  of  the  market  proposals 
disappeared  entirely  ? — Precisely. 

3003.  And  you,  I  suppose^  are  waiting  now  for  the 
report  of  this  Commission  before  taking  any  further 
steps? — We  feel  that  it  is  no  use  making  a  move  until 
the  Commission  have  reported. 

3004.  And  until  Parliament  has  laid  down  some 
principle  ?—  Precisely. 

3005.  That  being  the  history  of  your  long  struggle, 
will  you  be  good  enough  to  tell  us  what  your  own 
views  are  upon  the  general  question? — I  attach  the 
utmost  importance  to  all  future  markets  being  con- 
nected with  a  i-ailway,  because  if  the  market  is 
connected  with  a  railway  the  trucks  containing  the 
vegetables  can  go  into  the  market,  and  the  cost  of 
carting  from  a  railway  station,  as  at  present  to  the 
market,  is  so  avoided.  Besides  that,  at  least  one 
handling  is  avoided,  and  you  save  of  course  also  the 
injury  that  must  more  or  less  arise  by  the  handling  of 
vegetables. 

3006.  You  would  not  lay  it  down  as  a  law  that  no 
market  should  be  allowed  to  exist  which  did  not 
conununicate  with  a  railway  ? — No ;  but  the  gain  by 
reason  of  a  market  being  alongside  of  a  railway  is  so 
manifest  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  all,  or  nearly  all, 
future  markets  will  be  connected  with  railways. 

3007.  But  what  would  be  your  view  as  to  the 
policy  to  be  adopted  by  Parliament  in  respect  to  the 
formation  of  markets  ? — I  should  say  that  the  more 
markets  there  are  for  London  the  better.  We,  the 
Great  Eastern  Company,  have  never  sought  any 
monopoly,  we  have  always  said,"  Let  there  be  as  many 
markets  as  may  be  reasonable  and  necessary." 

3008.  So  far  as  London  is  concerned  (and  I  sup])ose 
you  only  speak  at  this  moment  for  London)  you  only 
look  at  the  present  state  of  things  as  being  a  com- 
plication of  monopolies  ? — I  do ;  and  the  sooner  they 
are  broken  down  the  better. 

3009.  Would  you  like  to  see  these  monopolies  got 
rid  of  and  the  formation  of  a  market  free  to  anybody 
who  chooses  to  enter  into  that  speculation  ? — To 
anybody. 

3010.  You  would  give  no  advantages  to  Corpora- 
tions or  representative  bodies  ? — No. 

3011.  If  they  chose  to  establish  markets  you  would 
allow  them  to  do  so  ? — I  would. 

3012.  But  you  would  have  absolute  free  trade  in 
respect  to  markets  ? — Yes,  as  regards  the  number  of 
markets. 

3013.  Would  you  extend  that  to  all  markets  ? — ^To 
all  markets. 

3014.'  To  fish  and  stock  and  vegetables,  fruit,  and 
every  kind  of  produce,  whether  alive  or  dead? — ^I 
would. 

3015.  With  regard  to  live  stock,  I  suppose  you 
would  have  proper  and  reasonable  police  provisions 
for  the  use  of  the  streets  .^ — Yes,  such  exist  already. 

3016.  But  in  other  respects,  are  we  to  understand 
that  while  you  say  that  a  market  would  be  very  much 
better  for  the  public  use,  if  it  was  connected  with  a 
railway,  you  wish  that  there  should  be  no  restriction 
whatever  upon  the  power  of  forming  a  market? — 
Certainly  not. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES   OF   EVIDENCE, 


147 


3017.  Absolutely  none  ? — Absolutely  none. 

3018.  You  are  in  a  position,  I  believe,  to  give  us  a 
good  deal  of  information  as  to  other  markets  which 
have  been  formed  in  connexion  with  railway  com- 
panies?— There  is  one  very  celebrated  case  of  the 
Great  Northern  potato  market  at  King's  Cross. 
That  has  been  open  for  very  many  years — for  more 
than  20  years  I  have  no  doubt.  It  does  an  enormous 
trade,  a  far  larger  trade  than  we  have  ever  done  at 
either  of  our  markets,  and  no  doubt  it  has  been  a  very 
great  advantage  to  the  population  of  London. 

3019.  You  consider  that  it  was  established  in  vio- 
lation of  the  principle  expressed  by  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  dispute  between  yourselves  and  Sir 
Julian  Goldsmid  and  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

3020.  But  nevertheless  it  exists  ? — It  does. 

3021.  Nobody  has  taken  the  trouble  to  attempt  to 
close  it  ? — I  understand  that  to  be  the  case. 

3022.  Do  you  happen  ta  have  any  facts  to  lay 
before  the  Commission  with  respect  to  that  markel  ? — 
I  have  no  precise  information  as  regards  King's  Cross 
Market,  but  I  have  certain  information  regarding  our 
Bishopsgate  Market.  I  have  said  that  that  market 
"Was  opened  in  July  1882.  Now  in  the  year  1880, 
the  total  weight  of  vegetables  that  we  brought  to 
London  was  32,000  tons. 

3023.  That  is  to  say,  brought  to  London  for  use 
anywhere  irrespectively  of  markets?— For  use  any- 
where. The  weight  in  1881  was  practically  the  same, 
33,000  tons ;  but  in  the  year  1882,  when  our  market 
was  opened,  the  weight  suddenly  jumped  up  to  62,000 
tons. 

3024.  It  was  open  for  six  months  was  it  not  ? — For 
six  months  in  1882,  but  for  the  whole  of  1883.  In 
1883  there  is  another  big  jump  from  52,000  to  66,000 
tons.  Then,  the  following  year,  when  the  market 
was  closed,  the  increase  is  comparatively  small  for  the 
total  weight,  there  is  only  69,000  tons;  in  1885, 
79,000  tons;  in  1886,  82,000  tons;  and  in  1887, 
87,000  tons.  Now  whilst,  as  you  will  see,  there  has 
been  a  growth  going  on,  I  am  quite  sure  that  that 
growth  would  have  been  very  much  larger  if  the 
market  had  been  kept  open. 

3025.  You  consider  that  the  Gi-eat  Eastern  goes 
into  districts  which  are  singularly  favourable  to  the 
production  of  the  articles  which  would  be  brought  to 
such  a  market  ?- — That  is  so ;  it  is  entirely  an  asji  • 
cultural  district. 

3026.  And  the  business,  particularly  the  garden 
produce,  and  the  root  business,  is  very  much  increasing 
in  the  country,  and  you  think  that  if  a  market  is 
connected  with  the  railway,  the  sale  will  greatly 
increase  also  ? — I  have  no  doubt  whatever  it  will. 

3027.  Can  you  illustrate  your  doctrine  by  what 
has  happened  in  connexion  with  Columbia  market  ? — 
Columbia  market  has  been  in  existence  for  very  many 
years,  but  it  is  a  singular  thing  that  it  has  always  been 
a  failure.  If  it  had  possessed  raihvay  accommodation 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  a  success^  and 
that  was  evidently  the  feeling  of  Mr.  Burdett  Coutts, 
for  he  obtained  parliamentary  powers  to  construct  a 
short  line  between  the  North  London  Railway  and  the 
market.  That  short  railway,  however,  has  not  yet  been 
commenced,  and  Mr.  Burdett  Coutts  has  a  Bill  before 
Parfiament  this  session  for  an  extension  of  time 
wherein  to  make  it, 

3028.  From  the  veiy  first  the  market  was  a  failure? 
—From  the  very  first. 

3029.  It  was  opposed  very  much  by  the  Corporation, 
was  it  not  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  was.  It  was 
transferred  if  you  remember  to  the  Corporation  later 
on* 

3030.  But  in  its  early  stages  did  not  the  Corporation 
practically  extinguish  it ;  without  saying  so,  is  it  not 
understood  that  the  opposition  of  the  Corporation 
killed  it  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

3031.  However  you  now  think,  as  we  gather,  that 
if  this  branch  railway  from  the  North  London  line  is 
made  into  Columbia  market,  that  market  may  do  a 
considerable  business  ? — ^Yes.     Its  chances  of  success 


at  all  events  will  bo  very  much  greater  with  railway     -Wir.  W,  Birt, 
communication.  

3032.  Can  you  give  us  in  relation  to  the  Stratford    ^  ^^^'  ^^^^' 
Market  similar  figures  to  those  which  you  have  given 

as  to  Bishopsgate  Market  ? — It  was,  as  I  have  already 
said,  in  the  year  1879  that  the  Stratford  Market  was 
opened.  The  first  perfect  year  of  its  opening  was 
1880,  and  in  that  year  the  weight  of  potatoes,  roots, 
vegetables,  and  fruit  received  by  rail  at  Stratford 
Market  was  5,000  odd  tons;  in  the  year  1881 
it  was  9,000  tons;  in  1882  it  was  12,000  tons; 
in  1883  it  was  12,000  tons ;  in  1884  it  was  16,000 
tons;  in  1885  it  was  19,000  tons;  in  1886  it  was 
25,000  tons  ;  and  in  1887  it  was  33,000  tons. 

3033.  That  was  the  tonnage,  railway- borne,  was  it 
not  ? — Yes,  railway-borne  exclusively. 

3034.  Can  you  give  us  any  particula^-s  of  the  road 
tonnage,  the  number  of  carts  or  vehicles  coming  into 
the  market  ? — We  did  not  keep  any  exact  record  of 
the  number  of  carts  coming  in  by  road  until  the  year 
1886.  The  number  then  was  6,184,  being  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  day. 

3035.  About  how  many  tons  would  that  be ;  how 
much  is  a  cart  supposed  to  carry  ? — It  varies  very 
much.  I  should  say  that  you  might  average  it  at  two 
tons.     There  are  waggons  as  well  as  carts. 

3036.' Then  that  would  be  about  12,000  tons  in  1886  ? 
— About  that  quantity. 

3037.  And  how  much  in  1887? — As  nearly  as 
possible  the  same. 

3038.  Do  you  treat  railway-borne  and  road-borne 
produce  exactly  upon  the  same  footing  at  Stratford 
Market  ? — Of  course  the  charge  has  to  vary,  because 
in  the  case  of  a  truck  of  potatoes  coming  in  it  would 
be  so  much  a  ton,  whereas  if  a  cart  comes  in  the 
charge  would  be  so  much  per  cart. 

3039.  Which  is  the  heavier  charge  upon  the 
whole  .'' — Practically  it  works  out  the  same  as  nearly 
as  possible. 

3040.  You  pay  to  Mr.  Horner,  without  parliamen- 
tary powers,  under  the  arrangement  with  him,  Sd. 
per  ton,  do  you  not  ? — Yes,  we  pay  him  certain  tolls, 
one  of  which  is  3c?.  per  ton  for  potatoes  brought  into 
the  market  by  rail. 

3041.  And  you  also  pay  him  so.  much  per  waggon 
or  cart,  do  you  not  ? — We  did. 

3042.  Have  you  had  any  serious  complaints  about 
Stratford  Market  from  the  salesmen  or  tenants  ? — No. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  was  one  quarrelsome 
tenant  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Maurice  Eussell,  who, 
I  believe,  is  to  appear  before  you ;  he  is  a  man  very 
fluent  of  speech,  and  he  has  made  certain  complaints 
against  the  Company.  We  say  that  there  is  little  or 
no  foundation  for  them,  but  that  on  the  contrary  we 
have  managed  the  market  with  an  amount  of  success 
which  has  been  very  advantageous  to  the  public. 

3043.  Then  we  understand  that  you  wish  to  sum 
up  your  evidence  in  general  words  thus:  that  you 
think  the  Stratford  Market  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be 
continued,  and  that  Bishopsgate  Market  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  be  re-opened  ? — Precisely. 

3044.  And  you  look  upon  Stratford  Market  as 
having  done  great  things  for  the  public,  and  you 
think  that  Bishopsgate  Market  will  do  great  things 
for  the  public  ? — Yes. 

3045.  You  do  not  wish  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  Corporation  of  West  Ham  ? — Wo  do  not. 

3046.  You  would  let  them  do  just  what  they  like 
in  the  matter  of  markets,  but  you  think  that  in  these 
matters,  as  you  have  said  before,  there  should  be 
absolute  freedom  ? — ^Yes,  free  trade  in  the  sense  of 
any  number  of  markets. 

3047.  Do  I  sum  up  your  evidence^  as  you  would 
wish  it  ? — Precisely. 

3048.  {Mr.  Elton.)  I  understand  that  this  vast 
population  is  very  short  of  market  accommodation  ?•— 
It  is. 

3049.  And  that  there  is  a  crying  necessity  for  more 
accommodation  ? — Everyone  must  say  that  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  district. 
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Mr.  W.  Biri,       3050.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  monopolies  were 

abolished  competition  would  supply  that  want  ? — I 

S  Mar.  1888.     am  quite  sure  of  it.     Railway  companies,  I  am  sure, 
■  would  go  in  for  these  markets,  provided  tliat  other 

people  did  not  do  so ;  and  especially  with  us  it  is  so 
important  that  there  should  bo  these  markets  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  help  the  producers  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  and  other  of  our  counties. 

3051.  The  changes  that  you  would  desire  to  see 
made  in  the  law  of  markets  are  not  only  in  favour  of 
this  great  semi-urban  or  urban  population,  but  in 
favour  of  the  agricultuml  producers  throughout  East 
Anglia  ? — Undoubtedly. 

3052.  With  regard  to  that  potato  market  at  King's 
Cross  that  you  were  good  enough  to  tell  us  of,  do 
they  take  tolls  there  as  in  any  other  market  ? — No, 
the  traffic  at  King's  Cross  all  goes  in  by  rail,  and  no 
toll  whatever,  I  think,  is  taken. 

3053.  Then  people  do  not  take  in  goods  so  as  to 
require  to  pay  toll  ? — ^They  do  not ;  they  merely  sell 
produce  going  into  the  market  by  rail. 

3054.  And  the  people  go  and  buy  from  whum  ? — 
From  the  tenants  occupying  the  warehouses  owned  by 
the  Great  Northern  Company. 

3055.  It  is  more  in  the  nature  of  purchase  and 
sale  at  a  shop  than  in  a  market? — Very  like  it ;  just 
the  same  as  at  Stratford,  and  as  it  was  at  Hishopsgate. 

3056.  That  may  be  a  reason  why  they  have  not 
had  litigation  about  it  ? — ^I  think  Mr.  Horner  would 
have  had  some  difficulty  in  showing  a  disturbance  at 
a  place  so  far  off  Spitalfields  as  King's  Cross. 

3057.  He  might  have  found  some  difficulty  in 
proving  it  to  be  a  market  perhaps  ? — You,  sir,  will 
know  that  better  than  I  do. 

3058.  I  did  not  mean  to  put  any  puzzle;  1  only 
meant  that  it  might  not  be  a  market,  and  it  might  not 
be  a  disturbance  of  a  market  ? — I  can  conceive  that  it 
is  either  or  both. 

3059.  With  regard  to  the  market  monopolies  which 
you  spoke  of,  the  privilege  and  benefit  of  a  market, 
I  presume,  consists  in  taking  tolls  ? — Yes. 

3060.  And  that  involves  preventing  other  people 
selling,  ill  order  that  you  may  receive  toll.  What 
you  want  to  do  is  practically  to  abolish  niarkets  as 
being  an  obsolete  system  ? — ^I  should  not  go  so  far  as 
that. 

3061.  But  if  there  were  a  perfectly  free  market  in 
the  sense  that  you  have  been  speaking  of,  it  would 
amount,  would  it  not,  to  doing  away  with  markets, 
and  having  unrestricted  sale  and  purchase  for  every- 
one ? — My  views  do  not  go  quite  so  &r  a3  that. 

3062.  1  want  to  draw  from  you  practically  what 
your  view  is.  If  you  did  away  with  the  market 
monopoly  system,  how  would  you  provide  for  the 
tolls  ? — I  think  it  is  only  right  that  anyone  incurring 
the  expense  of  const^ucting  a  market  should  have  the 
power  to  take  tolls.  I  thought  I  explicitly  answered 
the  Chairman,  that  I  meant  free  trade  in  markets  in 
the  sense  of  there  being  any  number  of  markets. 

3063.  Free  trade  in  markets  is  a  thing  which  has 
often  been  mentioned  to  us,  and  it  is  very  important 
to  know  what  is  meant  by  the  expression.  I  can 
understand  a  monopoly  of  a  market,  because  a  market 
has  a  monopoly  of  taking  toll  within  a  certain  district. 
How  would  you  have  a  lot  of  markets  with  competing 
tolls;  would  there  not  be  great  inconvenience  and 
difficulty  about  that  ? — I  do  not  think  that  there  would. 

3064.  The  tolls  would  be  starved,  would  they  not  ? 
— I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  if  I  and  half  a  dozen 
others  like  to  band  ourselves  together  and  construct 
a  market  at  an  outlay,  say,  of  30,000/.,  we  are  fairly 
entitled  to  remuneration  by  way  of  toll. 

3065.  Then  you  say,  do  you,  that  there  is  to  be  no 
inile  against  your  rival  in  the  trade  setting  up  another 
market  the  next  day  next  door  to  you? — I  think 
there  ought  'o  be  competition  in  markets. 

3066.  Do  you  not  think  that  would  check  develop- 
ment in  trade,  because  you  spent  your  30,000/.  on  the 
guarantee  of  having  so  much  toll  to  repay  you.  Tf 
that  toll  was  to  be  token  away  directly  you  established 
a  good  trade  there,  by  your  rival  in  trade  coming  and 


taking  away  yoilr  business,  how  would  you  meet  that ; 
would  not  that  discourage  trade  ? — I  think  not.  The 
eame  thing  happens  with  all  traders  in  London. 

3067.  But  they  have  not  the  power  of  charging 
tolls  to  the  public?— No;  but  I  stand  the  risk  of 
getting  a  trade  which  should  peld  me  a  profit.  Take 
railways  for  instance.  The  Great  Eastern  Company 
is  not  free  from  competition. 

3068.  Would  you  extend  your  theories  to  railways, 
and  allow  any  number  of  railways  to  be  placed 
alongside  each  other  ? — It  has  been  extended  already. 

3069.  You  understand  that  I  am  not  contesting 
your  view,  but  am  only  trying  to  bring  it  out.  The 
market  being  itself  a  monopoly,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  have  universal  markets  which 
were  not  monopolies,  but  you  think  that  the  difficulty 
might  in  practice  be  got  rid  of  by  having  competition 
in  tolls  ? — I  have  no  doubt  about  it.  I  should  have 
no  fear  of  it. 

3070.  Then  the  effect  would  be  this  in  another 
respect,  would  it  not,  that  one  person  would  go  to 
Parliament  and  get  power  to  create  a  market,  charging 
a  certain  toll,  say  of  100,  or  whatever  figure  you  like 
to  take,  and  his  competitor  would  go  to  Parliament 
and  take  power  to  do  it  for  90  or  80,  so  as  to  cut 
him  down.  How  would  you  provide  against  that 
inconvenience  ?  —  I  take  it  that  there  would  be  a 
competent  tribunal  established,  who  should  lay  down 
8om3  general  rule  as  to  what  should  be  fieiir,  and 
that  that  rule  would  apply  to  all  markets  unless  there 
were  exceptional  circumstances. 

3071.  Do  you  think  that  a  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, for  instance,  would  be  likely  to  reject  a 
proposal  to  bring  food  to  an  urban  district  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  the  existing  markets,  supposing 
that  the  principle  of  monopoly  is  done  away  with ; 
would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  the  public  if  your 
trade  rival  will  come  and  do  it  for  half  the  money  ? — 
I  should  say  that  the  public  interest  ought  to  be  very 
largely  consulted  even  in  that  respect. 

3072.  Then  you  would  not  have  exactly  a  system 
of  free  sale  and  purchase  ? — No. 

3073.  You  would  still  make  the  public  pay  toll 
under  a  quasi-monopoly,  only  the  monopolists  should 
compete  amongst  each  other? — I  do  not  look  upon 
the  toll  as  objectionable ;  I  look  upon  it  as  part  of  the 
rent  of  the  stall  or  warehouse  that  each  tenant  may 
occupy  in  the  market. 

3074.  That  brings  it  out  very  clearly.  Then  you 
would  confine  the  toll  to  the  case  of  vendors,  and  take 
care  that  it  never  fell  upon  the  purchasers  more  than 
could  be  helped  ? — Undoubtedly. 

3075.  You  are  aware  that  in  many  markets,  who- 
ever brings  the  property  into  the  market  to  be  sold 
pays  the  toll  ? — It  should  be  the  vendor,  I  think,  that 
pays  the  toll. 

3076.  You  think  that  it  should  be  the  vendor  at  a 
fixed  stall  or  place  ? — ^It  may  be  in  varying  quantities, 
but  I  think  that  the  toll  should  be  paid  by  the  vendor, 
and  that  the  vendor  should  look  upon  the  toll  as  part 
of  the  rent. 

3077.  So  long  as  tolls  are  made  similar  to  payments 
for  stallages,  you  think  that  they  might  work  into  a 
free  market  system  ? — ^To  a  large  extent  That  is  to 
say,  the  market  might  become  a  very  long  row  of 
shops. 

3078.  Only  with  the  power  of  charging  the  public 
a  fixed  rate  of  toll? — ^The  shopkeepers  would  bo 
charged  ;  the  purchaser  should  not  be  charged. 

3079.  The  purchasers  would  not  suffer  ? — No. 

3080.  But  the  shopkeepers,  you  think,  would  not 
compete  amongst  themselves  so  as  to  destroy  the 
Market  system  that  you  wish  to  establish  ? — There 
Avould  be  a  certain  amount  of  competition.  As  a 
natter  of  fact  it  is  well  known  that  many  tenants  of 
a  market  do  strive  to  work  very  much  together. 

3081.  And  you  think  that  one  market  would  not 
cut  down  the  tolls  unduly  against  another,  because 
they  would  be  governed  by  the  circumstances  and 
necessities  of  the  case  ;  they  wopld  have  to  recoup 
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themselves  for  the  oatlaj,  and  thej  woald   not  get 
much  more  in  any  case  ? — ^Precisely. 

:^082.  Tou  think  that  the  tolls  would  be  regulated 
entirely  by  competition,  and  would  be  a  mere  re- 
payment for  the  market  accommodation  ^ — That  would 
be  the  tendency. 

3083.  It  is  obvious  that  no  monopoly  tolls  could 
survive  such  a  competition  ? — ^They  could  not  possibly. 

3084.  So  that  if  there  is  any  difficulty  about  tolls 
it  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  in  the  way  that  I 
have  suggested  ? — Certainly. 

3085.  (Afr,  Charrington.)  Are  you  aware  what  the 
gnmnd  of  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary representatives  of  West  Ham  was  to  those 
clauses  in  the  Great  Eastern  Bill  of  last  year  which 
related  to  Strarford  Market? — It  came  out  very 
clearly  that  the  West  Ham  Corporation  wanted  a 
market  monopoly. 

3086.  Their  desire  was  to  favour  the  corporation 
as  against  the  railway  company? — Yes.  Notwith- 
standing the  Mayor  of  West  Ham,  Mr.  Meeson, 
admitted  that  our  market  had  done  a  great  public 
goody  and  that  the  public  good  might  be  still  further 
promoted  by  the  continuance  of  our  market. 

3087.  Are  you  aware  ^'hether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  corporation  of  West  Ham  in  contempla- 
tion of  establishing  a  market  of  their  own  ? — Yes. 
They  deposited  a  Bill  for  the  present  session,  taking 
power  to  establish  a  market  and  to  extinguish  ours  by- 
the-bye ;  but  there  were  one  or  two  meetings  of  the 
ratepayers  to  consider  it,  and  the  ratepayers  would 
not  listen  to  the  expense  being  incurred,  and  the 
market  clauses  of  the  Bill,  therefore,  have  been 
expunged. 

3088.  I  have  heard  it  alleged  that  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  bring  foreign  produce  over  their 
line  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  charged  for  English 
produce ;  is  that  the  case  ?— There  is  no  doubt  that 
many  of  our  rates  for  foreign  produce  are  lower  than 
those  for  English  produce.  But  practically  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  fixing  of  the  rates  for  foreign  produce ;  they  are 
fixed  by  the  carriers  by  water  to  London  direct,  and 
we  merely  have  to  follow  them.  We  cannot  charge 
more.  If  we  do  not  carry  at  all  it  is  a  monopoly  to 
the  carriers  by  water  direct. 

3089.  {Mr,  Hartoood,)  As  I  understood  you,  you 
said  that  you  were  in  favour  of  free  trade  in  markets, 
just  as  you  were  in  favour  of  free  trade  in  shops  ? — 
Yes,  as  regards  numbers. 

^  3090.  I  .suppose  what  you  mean  is  this :  that  if 
anybody  or  any  combination  of  men  built  a  market,  they 
must  tidce  the  consequences  of  the  market  i  if  it  does 
a  good  trade  and  pays  them  well,  they  take  the  profits 
of  it  and  put  them  in  their  pockets ;  but  if  somebody 
ebe  thinks  there  is  room  for  another  market,  they 
should  be  allowed  to  build  that  market  and  take  the 
consequences  of  it  as  a  commercial  enterprise  whether 
it  be  good  or  bad,  just  the  same  as  if  a  man  builds  a 
big  shop,  as  a  draper  or  as  a  grocer,  and  does  a  large 
business  and  gets  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  in  his 
neighbourhood  by  attending  to  it,  you  would  not 
prevent  another  draper  or  another  grocer  from  setting 
up  a  similar  shop  if  he  likes  ;  is  that  your  meaning  ? 
— That  is  my  meaning. 

3091.  Then  you  do  not  think  that  these  monopolies 
are  good  ? — I  do  not. 

3C92.  You  pay,  I  see,  M,  per  ton  to  Mr.  Homer 
for  potatoes ;  1  suppose  he  renders  no  service  to  you 
in  return  for  that  in  any  shape  or  form  ? — He  renders 
no  service  to  us  whatever  for  the  payment. 

3093.  That  is  in  fact  the  price  of  peace  ? — Yes,  the 
price  of  being  allowed  to  continue  ihe  market. 

3094.  You  would  rather  pay  that  than  have  a  long 
litigation  with  an  uncertain  result?— Precisely. 

3095.  I  nnderstflud  you  to  say  that  when  you 
wanted  to  establish  this  market  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  who  required  this  food,  you  had  t\«o  authorities 
to  contend  with,  ono  of  those  authorities  being 
Mr.  Horner  in  Spitalfields  Market,  who  presumed  to 
have,  and  I  suppose  has,  a  monopoly  of  vegetables 


and  fruit  and  so  on,  and  the  other  being  tho  Corpora- 
tion of  London  as  regards  fish.  When  you  came  to 
show  that  you  were  going  to  benefit  the  people,  you 
say  tliat  you  got  your  privilege  to  sell  without  any 
tax  upon  the  food  by  the  Corporation  of  London,  who 
let  you  go  on  without  paying  them  anything?-^ 
Quite  so. 

3096.  But  the  other  authority  would  not  let  you 
go  on  ? — They  would  not. 

3097.  Then  they  exercised  their  right  to  tax  the 
food  without  rendering  any  service  or  doing  anything 
whatever  for  the  public  or  for  you,  or  for  anybody 
else  in  connexion  with  that  food?— They  render  no 
service  to  us,  nor  am  I  aware  that  they  render  a 
service  to  anybody  else. 

3098.  It  is  a  clear  tax  upon  the  food  of  the  people 
without  any  service  being  rendered,  and  that  you  think 
is  a  great  evil  ? — I  do  not  think  that  in  our  case  the 
public  are  injured  at  all,  because  we  pay  the  tax,  and 
we  can  afford  to  pay  it  by  reason  of  getting  a  large 
amount  of  extra  traffic  on  the  rail,  the  market  being 
ready  to  receive  it. 

3099.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  then,  that  a  tax  can  be 
put  upon  food  or  upon  anything  by  the  vendor,  that 
does  not  ultimately  come  upon  the  consumer  of  it? 
—  It  may  in  a  very  remote  way,  but  we  pay  the 
threepence  ourselves,  and  we  charge  it  to  no  one,  and 
we  can  afford  to  pay  it  out  of  the  profit  that  we  make 
in  carrying  the  traffic  on  the  railway. 

3100.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  charge  Is,  6d. 
per  truck  load  npon  green  vegetables  without  that 
Is.  Gd,  ultimately  coming  upon  the  consumer  of  that 
food,  whoever  it  may  be  ?— -Some  part  of  it  may  come 
upon  him,  but  most  of  it  I  think,  on  all  rail-borne 
traffic,  comes  upon  us,  because  we  are  satisfied  to  pay  it 
by  reason  of  the  payment  of  it  securing  to  us  a  trade  on 
the  i-ailway  which  otherwise  we  should  be  without. 

3101.  Would  it  not  be  sold  at  Is.  6d.  less  if  that 
were  not  cliarged  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would. 

3102.  Yours  is  a  powerful  railway  company ;  sup- 
posing that  you  should  be  unable  to  supply  this 
immense  neighbourhood,  which  I  see  is  growing  at  a 
rapid  pace,  and  that  another  market  was  found  to  be 
necessary  in  that  neighbourhood,  do  you  not  think 
that  there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  you, 
as  a  carrying  company,  to  deliver  goods  into  another, 
and  what,  for  convenience  sake,  I  will  call  a  rival 
market  ?  Do  you  not  think  that  you,  having  acquired 
a  monopoly,  and  being  a  carrying  company,  and  get- 
ting to  know  the  persons  who  produce  the  articles, 
would  be  likely  to  stand  very  much  in  the  way  of  the 
local  authority  of  any  district  setting  up  a  market  for 
the  distribution  of  food? — I  say,  unhesitatingly,  no. 
Our  policy  is  to  encourage  as  many  markets  wi£hin  a 
reasonable  number  as  possible,  because  we  do  not  get 
and  should  not  look  to  get  our  profit  out  of  the 
market,  but  we  look  to  get  the  profit  on  the  rail ;  and 
the  more  traffic  we  can  get  on  the  rail  the  greater 
would  be  our  profit. 

3103.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Could  you  not  re-open 
Bishopsgate  Market  under  the  same  conditions  as 
regards  the  lessee  of  Spitalfields  as  you  have  done  at 
Stratford  ? — We  could ;  but  the  directors  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Company,  finding  what  a  troublesome  question 
this  was,  thought  it  was  wiser  not  to  attempt  to  re-open 
Bishopsgate  Market  until  some  legislation  had  taken 
place. 

3104.  (Mr.  Little.)  Referring  to  the  first  paH  of 
your  evidence  as  to  the  district  through  which  your 
line  runs,  I  presume  that,  being  constantly  about  on 
the  line,  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  district  ? — 
lam. 

3105.  And  you  are  in  frequent  communication  with 
officials  connected  with  the  line,  and  you  know  what 
is  going  on  ? — ^I  do. 

3106.  There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
growth  of  roots  and  vegetables  for  London,  I  presume, 
in  the  last  10  years  ?— A  very  large  increase. 

3107.  And  that  increase  is  continuing  ? — Yes. 

3108.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  still  m^pQ 
rapid  if  there  were  greater  facilities  for  disposing  ^ 
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Mr,  W.Birt.  the  produce? — I  have  no  doubt  about  that;  and  I 
would  submit  that  that  is  amplj  proved  by  the  figures 
which  I  have  given.  The  growth  at  Stratford  is  very 
much  greater,  although  Stratford,  comparatively 
speaking,  is  a  small  place,  than  in  London,  where  there 
is  no  market  open  alongside  of  or  in  connexion  with 
the  railway. 

3109.  Probably  you  know  that  land  which  is  avail- 
able and  suitable  for  growing  roots  and  vegetables  for 
sale  is  lettable  at  the  present  time  in  the  Eastern 
counties,  while  land  which  is  more  remote  and  not 
available  for  such  purposes  can  in  some  cases  hardly  be 
let  ? — Undoubtedly  so. 

3110.  The  question  of  position  is  a  very  important 
one  at  the  present  time  ? — It  is. 

3111.  In  the  neighbourhood  that  I  come  from  there 
is  a  very  large  growth  of  potatoes  and  carrofa  and 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds  that  come  to  you;  if  those  can 
be  sent  to  a  market  in  connexion  with  a  railway,  so 
that  they  have  not  to  be  removed  by  van  or  handled 
again,  is  it  not  a  great  advantage  to  the  seller  ? — 
It  is  a  great  advantage.  In  the  evidence  that  was 
given  before  Mr.  Hanbury's  Committee  last  session 
one  or  two  people  put  the  saving  in  the  item  of  cartage 
alone  down  at  5*.  per  ton. 

3112.  Supposing  the  saving  to  be  2s.  6d.  per  ton, 
and  that  a  crop  of  mangel-wurzel,  say,  is  30  tons  an 
acre,  that  represents  the  whole  rent  of  the  land,  and  a 
very  good  rent  ? — Yes ;  but  it  was  not  suggested  that 
that  saving  of  5s.  per  ton  applied  to  mangel ;  it  was 
on  vegetables  for  domestic  consumption.  In  London, 
I  suppose,  mangel  can  be  carted  for  2s.  or  2^.  6d.  a 
ton.  If  you  take  your  figure  at  2s.  6d.  for  mangel 
it  is  about  right. 

3113.  Speaking  with  regard  to  the  tolls,  Mr.  Har- 
wood  asked  you  whether  they  fell  upon  the  consumer. 
On  the  other  hand,  should  you  say  that  they  fall  upon 
the  producer,  or  do  they  fall  upon  you  ? — ^They  fall 
upon  us,  there  is  no  doubt. 

3114.  But  supposing  that  you  had  not  to  pay  them 
could  you  not  convey  the  goods  cheaper  ? — That 
question  might  arise ;  but  the  important  thing  to  us 
is  to  get  the  market,  so  as  to  benefit  the  producers 
and  the  consumers ;  and  in  order  to  get  the  trade  we 
are  content  to  pay  out  of  the  protit  that  we  make  on 
the  railway  the  toll  we  have  to  pay. 

3115.  I  believe  thai,  with  a  view  of  encouraging 
this  traflic,  you  have  very  low  rates  on  large  bulk  ? — 
We  have.  The  maximum  rate  for  the  conveyance  of 
potatoes  to  London  from  any  station,  with  one  or  two 
exceptious,  in  the  Great  Eastern  district  in  five -ton 
lots,  is  8#.  4d.  per  ton. 

3116.  And  from  some  stations  it  is  considerably  less 
than  that? — Yes:  that  is  the  maximum,  and  our 
mnximum  distance  is  140  miles. 

3117.  Complaints  which  are  made  of  Stmtford 
Market,  in  its  present  state,  would  not,  perhaps,  some 
of  them  be  applicable  to  it  if  it  could  be  improved  as 
you  nought  to  improve  it.  For  instance,  as  regards 
the  approaches  ? — Precisely.  We  admit  freely  that 
our  original  intention  in  establishing  Stratford  Market 
was  to  provide  a  market  for  rail-borne  produce.  But 
after  the  market  had  been  open  some  time  the  tenants 
urged :  "  Well  now,  it  is  no  use  relying  upon  rail- 
"  borne  produce  only,  we  must  have  in  the  market,  if 
'*  it  is  to  be  a  success,  something  of  everything — spring 
"•onfons",  if  you  like,  and  parsley,  and  small  vege- 
"  tables  that  are  not  grown  in  the  Great  Eastern 
**  district."  Therefore  it  was  that  we  said :  "  Very 
*'  well,  we  admit  your  arguments ;  road  traffic  shall 
**  come  in ;"  and  to  show  our  bondjides^  we  employed 
canvassers  to  go  about  in  our  district  canvassing  for 
road-borne  produce,  because  we  saw  that  the  rail  and 
the  road-borne  traffic  must  be  together  for  the  market 
to  be  a  success. 

3118.  And  you  want  to  draw  a  company  of  buyers  ? 
— Certainly.  The  accommodation,  as  the  building 
was  Iftid  out  originally  for  rail-borne  traffic,  is  not  so 
good  as  it  might  be  for  road-borne  traffic  ;  but  before 
Ml.  Knnburv's  Committeo  wo  ooinmitted  ourselves  to 


a  plan  which  provides  equal  accommodation  for  road 
as  rail  borne  traffic. 

3119.  Is  there  abundant  room  for  these  carts  in 
the  present  state  of  the  market  P — No,  there  is  not ; 
there  is  a  measure  of  room,  but  it  is  certainly  not 
abundant.  Abundant  room  was  provided  for  in  the 
amended  plan. 

3120.  Which  you  were  not  allowed  to  carry  out  ? 
— Which  we  were  not  allowed  to  carry  out. 

3121.  And  at  the  present  time  you  are  between  two 
monopolies,  as  it  were ;  the  monopoly  of  Spital  fields, 
in  existence,  and  the  monopoly  which  West  Ham 
wants  to  create  ? — Yes.  I  am  told,  too,  that  we  are 
in  the  monopoly  of  Covent  Garden,  and  almost  every 
other  market  in  London  is,  for  the  boundaries  over- 
lap each  other. 

3122.  But  practically  there  is  Spitalfields  on  one 
side  of  you  and  West  Ham  on  the  oUier  ? — Yes. 

8123.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  If  there  is  not 
accommodation  in  the  market  for  all  the  carts,  and 
there  is  any  amount  of  accommodation  on  the  railway, 
the  effect  at  the  present  moment  must  be  that  the 
railway- borne  traffic  has  an  advantage  over  the  cart- 
borne  traffic  ? — We  admit  it,  and  we  have  expressed 
ourselves  ready  and  anxious  to  put  it  right  imme- 
diately we  can  get  Parliamentary  power.  This  plan 
provides  an  equal  amount  of  accommodation  for  the 
road  as  for  the  rail  traffic,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt 
upon  that  point,  if  you  question  our  bona  fides^  we 
said,  **  Take  us  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate  and 
have  it  settled.*' 

3124.  Do  you  think  that  the  accommodation  which 
you  propose  to  give  for  the  carts  and  waggons  would 
be  enough  for  all  the  needs  of  the  Stratford  Market  ? 
— At  thepresent  time;  undoubtedly,  and  for  some  few 
years.  We  purpose  doubling  the  size,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  and  we  took  power  for  a  further  extension  of 
two  acres. 

3125.  You  have  said  a  good  deal  about  your 
experience  of  the  advantage  of  having  markets  con- 
nected with  railways ;  are  we  to  understand  you  to 
refer  to  the  mere  local  physical  connexion  of  having 
a  railway  running  into  the  market,  or  does  your 
observation  go  further  and  apply  to  markets  under 
the  control  of  a  railway  company? — To  physical 
connexion  only. 

3126.  You  have  nothing  to  say  about  any  special 
advantage  that  a  market  under  the  management  of  a 
railway  company  would  have  ? — I  think  that  a 
market  in  the  hands  of  a  railway  company  would  do 
much  greater  public  good  than  a  market  in  the  hands, 
say,  of  a  local  authority. 

3127.  Why  P—Because  we  have  not  only  to  look  at 
the  profit  upon  the  market  itself,  but  there  is  the 
profit  on  the  railway  as  well;  and  with  our  two 
profits  we  could  afiford  to  be  more  liberal  than  a  local 
authority  relying  upon  the  one  profit  But,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  so,  I  am  not  urging  that  railway 
companies  should  be  market  owners,  I  simply  say,  let 
them  be  level  with  everyone  else,  let  them  nave  the 
power  to  start  a  market  if  they  can  establish  a  case 
for  it. 

3128.  On  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  have  you 
any  experience  of  markets  in  any  other  towns  besides 
West  Ham  ? — Unfortunately  the  Great  Eastern  goes 
to  no  very  large  town.  There  is  Norwich,  but  there 
is  no  market  elsewhere. 

3129.  {Mr.  Charrinffton.)  There  is  a  very  large 
market  in  Norwich,  is  there  not  ? — In  the  centre  of 
the  town ;  but  the  vegetables  sold  there  are  mainly 
drawn  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

3130.  Anyhow,  the  Great  Eastern  Company  has 
no  market  undertakings  elsewhere,  has  it? — No- 
where. 

3131.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Have  you  anything 
to  say  as  to  market  undertakings  in  connexion  with 
railways  in  places  besides  London  ?  —  I  have  no 
experience,  but  I  should  say  that  the  law  which  might 
be  applied  to  London  might  with  advantage  be  applied 
to  other  towns.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  a 
market  monopoly  in  any  town. 
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3132.  1  think  that  to  some  of  th«  auswers  which 
you  gave  you  spoke  of  the  tolls  being  lightly  paid  as 
compensation  for  the  expense  involved  in  erecting 
markets,  just  as  you  would  pay  the  rents  of  shops ; 
have  yon  considered  that  there  are  other  charges  on 
the  proprietors  of  markets,  in  many  cases,  besides  the 
mere  cost  of  the  building  and  Uie  site  ? — ^I  scarcely 
follow  you,  unless  you  mean  compensation  that  may 
have  been  paid  by  local  authorities. 

3133.  We  have  had  evidence  given  as  to  a  treaty 
which  was  in  course  of  negodation  at  Sheffield  for  the 
purchase  of  the  market  rights  at  260,000/.,  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money.  Of  course,  if  the 
Corporation  of  Sheffield  had  bought  those  rights  they 
would  have  invested  a  large  sum  of  money  on  the  jGuth 
of  tolls  being  paid,  and  the  income  which  they  derive 
from  their  market  mu»t  give  them  an  equivalent  to  the 
annual  charge  in  respect  of  that  loan  ? — That  means 
an  additionid  toll  or  an  addition  to  an  existing  toll,  I 
suppose.  I  should  look  upon  that  as  a  part  of  the 
rent. 

3134.  But  then  how  would  you  deal  with  the  ft*ee 
competition  in  markets  where  there  is  no  such  burden  ? 
— OF  course  that  raises  the  question  of  compensation. 
I  think  that  under  given  circumstances  compensation 
ought  to  be  allowed.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
put  it  in  this  way.  Take  Bishopsgate.  We  are  within 
a  stone's  throw,  so  to  speak,  of  Spitalfields  Market, 
and  Bishopsgate  being  opened  as  a  market  must 
cause  a  disturbance  at  Spitalfields.  For  that  dis- 
turbance I  think  that  we,  the  Great  Eastern,  ought 
to  pay,  and  we  are  willing  to  pay  ;  but  if  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company  at  King's  Cross,  whidi  is 
a  long  distance  off,  likes  to  establish  a  market,  and  it 
can  l^  shown  that  the  market  causes  no  disturbance, 
I  do  not  think  that  they  ought  to  pay  compensation. 

3135.  I  should  very  much  like  to  get  your  view  as 
to  the  case  I  put  with  reference  to  Sheffield.  The 
Corporation  of  Sheffield  were  on  the  point  of  buying 
the  market  rights,  and  I  may  say.  that  in  Birmingham 
we  have  bought  our  market  rights  and  given  a  con- 
siderable sum  for  them.  Take  the  case  of  Sheffield 
as  being  a  very  strong  case.  Supposing  that  there  is 
260,000/.  laid  out  by  the  Corporation  of  Sheffield 
really  to  buy  up  a  monopoly,  how  would  you  deal 
with  your  free  trade  in  markets  ? — I  have  not  con- 
sidered that  point.  It  may  be  a  case  to  be  dealt  with 
exceptionally.     It  is  a  very  large  outlay  to  incur. 

3136.  {Mr,  Childers,)  You  would  say,  would  you 
not,  that  while  generally  advocating  strongly  the 
system  of  free  trade,  you  cannot  deny  that  there  ai*e 
certain  vested  interests  which  will  have  to  considered  ? 
— Undoubtedly. 

3137.  But  those  you  would  deal  with  strictly,  and 
you  would  only  recognise  them  whei'e  they  were 
perfectly  clear  ? — The  rights  must  exist  clearly. 

3138.  But  where  the  right  is  proved  to  exist  clearly 
then  the  general  principle  of  free  trade  must  be 
qualified  by  a  pecuniary  recognition  of  existing  rights  ? 
— Under  certain  circumstances. 

3139.  You  have  been  asked  by  Mr.  Harwood  a 
very  interesting  question  in  political  economy,  and 
that  is,  who  pays  the  toll  of  1*.  6</.  on  goods  which 
are  brought  into  the  market.  What  is  the  real  price 
to  the  consumer  ?  Supposing  that  there  is  no 
monopoly,  the  price  to  the  consumer  is  simply 
governed  by  supply  and  demand,  is  it  not? — Yes, 
very  largely  so,  if  not  entirely. 

3140.  In  considering  what  price  a  consumer  cnn 
pay  at  a  particular  point  ho  iiscertains  what  is  the 
general  price  in  the  district  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  price  is  regulated  strictly  by  the  law 
of  suj^ly  and  demand  ? — Yes. 

3141.  But  if  there  is  a  monopoly,  even  u  qualified 
monopoly,  that  monopoly  tends  to  add  something  to 
the  price  ? — Undoubtedly  it  does. 

3142.  And  although  you  may  not  have  an  absolute 
monopoly  at  Stratford  or  at  Bishopsgate,  yet  you  have 
a  certain  qualified  monopoly,  and  that  enables  you  to 
get  to  yourselves  a  portion  of  that  \s.  6(L  ? — A  small 
portion. 


3143.  How  much  of  that  Is.  Gd.  you  may  •^et  is 
purely  a  question  of  the  extent  of  the  monopoly.  If 
you  had  no  monopoly,  and  if  everybody  around  you 

•  had  competitive  markets,  then  the  whole  considera- 
tion of  supply  and  demand  would  come  in? — ^No 
doubt. 

3144.  And  then  the  price  would  be  «olely  regulated 
by  that  ?-^Yes. 

3145.  But  when  that  is  not  the  case,  as  it  is  not  the 
case  in  London,  and  there  are  qualified  or  even  strict 
monopolies  in  existence  as  to  ditferent  kinds  of 
produce^  those  monopolies  cause  a  larger  price  to  be 
paid  than  strict  supply  and  demand  would  justify ;  is 
not  that  so  ?— That  b  so. 

3146.  You  have  also  been  asked  about  there  being 
some  restriction  upon  every  market  authority  having 
the  power  to  fix  its  own  tolls.  Is  not  this  practically 
what  it  comes  to :  that  where  you  have  to  go  to 
Parliament  for  power  to  form  a  market,  Parliament 
may  be  justified  in  fixing  a  maximum  toll  in  exchange 
for  the  benefits  which  it  gives  to  the  market  autho- 
rity ?  You  go  to  Parliament  now  partly  to  interfere 
with  the  monopoly,  but,  irrespectively  of  interfering 
with  the  monopoly,  you  go  to  Parliament'  for  the 
power  ot  taking  land  by  compulsion  and  for  the 
other  powers  which  are  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  of 
this  character.  In  exchange.  Parliament  is  perfectly 
justified,  is  it  not,  in  saying,  you  shall  not  charge 
more  than  a  certain  rate  of  toll  ?— Quite  so.  and  that 
is  the  practice. 

3147.  And  that  is  the  principle  which  governs  the 
construction  of  every  railway,  but  railway  companies 
and  other  companies  established  by  Act  of  Parliament 
do  not  necessarily  charge  their  maximum  toll  ? — They 
very  rarely  do  so. 

3148.  In  many  cases  they  do  not  charge  more  than 
half  of  their  maximum  toll  ? — Quite  so. 

3149.  Therefore,  practically,  Parliament,  in  the 
case  of  the  great  majority  of  railways  at  the  present 
time,  does  not  fix  the  tolls  at  all,  but  it  prevents  the 
qualified  monopoly  which  it  gives,  even  in  the  sense 
of  compulsory  powers  to  take  land,  being  used 
hostUely,  and  it  says  that  the  public  shall  not  be 
charged  more  than  such  and  such  a  toll.  But  if  it 
were  in  the  power  of  a  body  of  persons  to  erect  a 
market  themselves  without  being  under  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  Parliament  at  all,  if  they  could  obtain 
all  their  land  and  frontage  privileges  without  Parlia- 
mentary interference,  then  I  suppose  you  would  say 
that  the  market  ought  to  be  unlimited  in  its  right  of 
charging  tolls  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

.3150.  The  only  consideration  why  Parliament 
should  restrain  you  from  charging  above  a  certain 
toll  is.  that  Parliament  is  giving  you  privileges  ? — 
Precisely. 

3151.  And  if  you  had  free  trade,  and  Parliament 
gave  no  privileges  in  any  particular  case,  then  you 
might  charge  what  toils  you  pleased  ? — Certainly. 

3152.  A  toll  is  nothing  but  the  rent  of  a  portion 
of  ground  which  takes  the  name  of  a  stallage,  possibly 
a  charge  made  on  the  particular  article;  but  the 
market  owners  are  perfectly  at  liberty,  are  they  nol, 
to  feay  if  it  is  not  a  Parliamentary  mwket,  we  will 
charge  so  much  for  admitting  such  and  such  goodti 
into  our  property  ? — Yes. 

3153.  A  shopkeeper  is  at  liberty,  if  he  chooses,  as 
is  the  case  in  some  countries  and  in  some  towns,  to 
take  goods  to  be  sold  on  commission ;  he  may  charge 
what  commission  he  chooses,  and  a  toll  is  notiimg  but 
a  commission  ? — It  is  part  of  the  rent. 

3154.  (Mr.  Ellon.)  When  I  was  asking  about  tolls, 
I  was  not  meaning  contract  prices  or  commissions, 
but  sums  of  money  that  could  be  recovered  forcibly 
under  the  name  of  tolls  ? — ^The  items  of  tolls  which 
appear  in  the  schedules. 

3155.  And  you  distinguished  those  from  stallages  ? 
—Yes. 

3156.  (Mr,  Childers,)  Do  you  happen  to  know 
that  we  hi^ve  had  a  case  before  us  at  great  length  of 
a  market  which  is  partly  under  charter  and  which  is 
partly   carried   on,  upon  ground  privately  purchased 
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Mr.  W.  BiH.  outside  the  charter,  to  which  the  charter  does  not  apply 
in  the  least,  but  that  in  each  case  the  owners  of  the 
market  levy  what  they  call  toll,  though  in  one  case 
they  have  no  power,  it  being  a  matter  of  contract, 
while  in  another  case  they  have  the  power  because 
it  is  matter  of  charter  ?  That  is  what  I  meant  by 
toll, — not  toll  in  the  technical  sense  ? — Of  course  there 
is  an  important  difference  between  the  two. 

3157.  {Mr.  ffarwood.)  Of  course,  if  Parliament 
grants  no  privilege.  Parliament  cannot  meddle  in  any 
way,  though  there  may  be  exceptional  cases.  K  you 
have  free  trade,  everybody  would  sell  and  buy  what 
they  liked,  and  as  they  liked.  Toll  in  a  market  may  be 
assumed  to  be  for  accommodation  in  the  market  and 
for  services  rendered  in  the  market  in  the  way  of 


watching  and  lighting.  But  I  wanted  to  show  clearly 
that  this  toll  had  a  far  reaching  influence,  and  that  in 
this  case  where  the  market  owners  neither  rendered 
service  by  providing  space  nor  by  watching  or  light- 
ing, nor  did  any  other  thing  in  any  shape  or  form, 
yet  this  monopoly  reached  out  its  hands  and  taxed 
the  food  of  the  people.  A  toll  may  be  taken  for 
accommodation  provided,  and  no  doubt  that  was  the 
original  intention  ? — Probably  so.  Before  I  conclude 
my  evidence,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  show  the 
Commission  this  photograph  {producing  a  photo- 
graph). That  sight  is  to  be  seen  daily  at  our  Bishops- 
gate  station.  The  east  end  of  suburban  London  has 
practically  been  taken  possession  of  by  working  men, 
and  we  carry  25,000  working  men  every  day. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-moiTOw  at  12  o'clock. 
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Mr.  Frederic  Edward  Hilleary,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  examined. 


•3158.  {Chairman!)  We  understand  tbat  yon  are 
town  clerk  of  West  Ham?— I  am. 

3169.  The  borough  is  h  municipal  borough  wholly 
situated  in  the  county  of  Essex,  islt   not  ? — It  in. 

3160.  And  it  contains  an  area  of  1\  square  miles  ? 
— ^Yes. 

3161.  Your  population  has  increased  very  largely 
during  the  last  half  century,  has  it  not  ? — It  increased 
from  11,580  in  1831  to  127,593  in  1881. 

3162.  At  present  the  population  is  estimated  at 
180,000,  is  it  not  ?— It  is. 

3163.  Does  the  borough  return  two  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

3164.  Up  to  the  year  1878  we  understand  that 
there  was  no  market  in  the  borough,  the  nearest  one 
being  Spitalfields  ? — Yes. 

3165.  Will  you  state  what  occurred  after  that  time  ? 
— In  1878  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  con- 
structed a  market  on  the  vacant  ground  at  the  then 
Stratford  Market  Station.  Mr.  Horner,  as  the  lessee 
of  the  Spitalfields  Market,  opposed  them,  and  an 
agreement  was  entere<l  into  between  Mr.  Horner  ana 
the  Great  Eastern  Company,  and  they  carried  on  their 
business  of  a  market  until  last  year,  when  they  sought 
to  have  their  rights  confirmed  by  Parliament.  The 
council  of  the  borough  very  strongly  objected,  and 
they  fought  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  in 
Parliament.  The  Select  Committee,  however,  thought 
that  the  promoter's  case  was  proved,  but  were  very 
hostile  to  Mr.  Homer  being  in  any  way  mixed  up  with 
it ;  and  they  brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  com- 
pany, and  all  the  clauses  relating  to  Mr.  Homer,  which 
were  principally  those  contained  in  an  agreement  sche- 
duled to  the  Bill,  were  omitted.  Then  we  had  an  inters 
view  with   the  President  of  the  Local  Groverament 


Board,  and  expressed  our  views  very  strongly,  that  a 
saving  clause  should  be  inserted  for  the  protection  of  the 
local  authorities ;  and  this  amendment  was  inserted : — 
"  In  the  event  of  any  public  authority  becoming  the 
"  market  authority  for  and  e^itablishing  a  market 
"  within  the  district  or  borough  in  which  Bishopgate 
**  or  Stratford  Market  is  situated,  the  market  rights 
"  and  powers  by  this  Act  vested  in  the  company 
"  shall  cease  and  determine,  and  no  compensation 
*'  shall  be  payable  to  the  company  therefor.  Provided 
"  always,  that  the  company  shall  in  such  case  havo 
"  power  to  retain  the  sites  of  their  markets  at  Bishops- 
"  gate  and  Stratford  as  portions  of  their  goods  stations 
'*  at  such  places  respectively."  The  council  were 
perfectly  satisfied  with  that,  because  it  gave  the  Great 
Eastern  Company  power  to  continue  their  markets, 
which  were  admittedly  of  advantage  to  the  borough 
and  the  people  in  it ;  and  at  the  same  time  in  case 
the  local  authorities  should  hereafter  be  determined 
upon  as  the  market  authority,  our  council  could  take 
over  the  market  rights  without  paying  an  immense 
amount  of  compensation  to  the  company,  which  would 
have  been  something  enormous,  I  should  think  at  least 
150,000/.,  if  not  more  than  that.  That  being  so  the 
c()uncil  were  perfectly  content  to  let  the  company  carry 
on  the  market  with  this  proviso  in  the  Bill.  When  the 
Bill  went  to  the  House  of  Lords  the;agreement^with  Mr. 
Horner  was  revived.  They  put  in  a  clause  reserving 
Mr.  Horner's  rights,  and  when  it  was  pointed  out  to 
their  Lordships  what  that  meant,  they  thought,  I 
suppose,  it  was  a  breach  of  faith  ;  at  any  rate  they 
threw  that  part  of  the  Bill  out. 

3166.  Was  it  the  House  of  Lords  Committee  that 
took  that  action  ? — Yes,  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords. 
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3167.  Then  the  Bill  passed  id  that  altered  form  ?— 
With  the  whole  of  the  market  clauses  struck  out.  It 
was  an  Omnibus  Bill  of  the  Great  Eastern,  and  it 
had  other  matters  in  it. 

3168.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  tiie  Great  Eastern 
Company  had  no  power  under  that  Bill  to  establish 
a  market  ? — None  whatever. 

3169.  And  they  have  none  at  the  present  time  t — 
None  whatever  ;  they  have  no  rights  there  except 
what  they  have  acquired  through  Mr.  Homer  and  his 
freeholders. 

3170.  You  wish,  I  believe,  to  make  another  repre- 
sentation to  the  Commission  on  the  general  question  ? 
— If  any  other  authority  than  the  1<k»1  authority  are 
the  owners  of  markets  they  will  of  course  seek  their 
own  interests,  and  not  tlie  public  interest.  I  do 
not  say  that  guardians,  who  are  the  rural  sanitary 
authonty  in  rural  districts,  would  be  proper  authori- 
ties to  vest  with  market  rights ;  but  in  the  case 
of  the  urban  sanitary  authorities,  I  think  the  local 
boards  and  councils  might  have  such  rights  vested 
in  them. 

3171.  And  you  would  advocate  the  markets  being 
carried  on  at  as  near  cost  price  as  possible,  without 
making  a  profit  ? — Without  making  a  profit,  after  the 
initial  cost  has  been  paid  ;  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
spread  over  a  great  number  of  years.  In  my  opinion 
the  authority  might  be  invested  with  the  power  to 
make  a  charge,  because  you  never  can  tell  what  takes 
place  in  local  matters,  and  there  might  be  a  vevy  large 
influx  of  persons  from  outlying  neighbourhoods  who 
might  cut  up  our  roads,  and  so  on,  and  they  might  he 
charged  toll. 

3172.  {Sir  Thomas  Jdartineau.)  Do  you  know 
anything  about  the  constitution  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Great  Eastern  Bail  way  Company  ? — I  cannot 
say  that  I  do. 

3173.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  is 
anybody  connected  with  the  borough  of  West  Ham 
upon  the  board  of  that  company  ? — Uolonel  Makins  is. 

3174.  Is  he  a  resident  in  the  borough  ? — Not  in 
the  borough,  bnt  in  the  county.  I  do  nut  think  there 
is  on  the  board  anyone  resident  in  the  borough,  so  far 
as  I  know. 

317^.  I  suppose  the  gist  of  your  evidence  is,  that 
the  railway  company  has  its  own  interest  to  pursue, 
and  not  specially  the  interests  of  the  locality  ? — That 
is  so. 

3176.  {Mr,  Childers^)  What  then  is  your  view  as 
to  the  principle  upon  which  markets  should  be  allowed 
to  be  erected  ?  Would  you  give  every  local  anthority 
of  a  major  character  (I  am  not  speaking  of  very  small 
ones)  the  right  to  exercise  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolida- 
tion Act  and  buy  land  for  a  market,  and  to  erect  a 
market  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

3177.  And  you  would  limit  the  persons  who  might 
erect  markets  to  local  authorities  of  that  character  i — 
Yes. 

3178.  You  would,  in  fact,  give  a  monopoly  right  of 
erecting  and  managing  markets  to  considerable  local 
anthorities,  I  omit  the  very  small  ones,  for  which  of 
conrse  nob<)dy  would  ever  ask  such  rights  ? — ^Yes. 

3179.  Why  should  not  private  persons  have  the 
same  right ^--Only  to  this  extent:  that  if  private 
persons  had  the  same  right,  and  they  had  markets  all 
over  the  borough,  there  would,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  be  no  concentration  ;  and  the  object  appears  to 
me  to  be  to  have  one  or  more  central  pUces  where 
goods  of  every  description  can  be  obtained  by  the 
public 

3180.  Bat  you  may  erect  a  warehouse  of  any  size ; 
there  are  warehonses  c^ering  acres  of  land  at  the 
present  moment,  and  largt  shops  in  which  business  to 
the  extent  of  millions  is  conducted,  belonging  to  private 
persons ;  why  should  markets  be  an  exception  to  the 
general  mle  of  free  trade  ? — Of  course  that  is  an 
argument  on  the  other  side.  I  think  that  private 
people,  like  a  company,  would  look  after  their  own 
interests  and  not  after  the  interest  of  the  public. 

3181.  Why  shonld  they  not? — ^They  are  quite  right 
to  do  so,  of  course,  if  they  are  allowed  to  do  it. 
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3182.  Why  should  there  be  an  interference  with  the      Mr,  F,  E, 
general  law  of  freedom  in  respect  to  such  an  institution        HiUeary. 

as  H  market,  in  favour  of  the  authorities  ? — It  would  

seem  to  be  admitted  that  there    ought  to  be   some     *  ^^*  ^®'®' 
authority  having  a  monopoly.     It  was  contemplated  at 

any  rate  in  1875  by  the  Public  Health  Act.  Parliament 
at  that  time  thought  that  the  local  authorities  were  the 
proper  persons  to  be  entrusted  with  the  monopoly. 

3183.  There  is  no  doubt  that  from  the  middle  ases, 
during  the  last  500  years,  there  have  been  local  market 
privileges  of  a  very  di*astic  kind  granted,  under  which 
no  market  can  be  erected  within  6}  miles  of  another ; 
and  this  has  come  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  market 
policy  of  the  present  time ;  but  what  sense  is  there  in 
it  in  a  countr}'  constituted  like  ours  ? — Of  course  that 
is  the  other  view  of  it.  My  own  impression  is  that 
market  rights  should  be  entrusted  to  some  authority 
who  had  the  interest  of  the  public  at  heart,  and  were 
amenable  to  the  public. 

3184.  How  do  you  mean  *<  amenable  to  the  public  :** 
do  you  mean  amenable  to  the  law  ? — I  mean  to  say 
that  if  a  representative  body  like  k  council  or  local 
board  do  not  carry  out  what  they  are  sent  to  do  the 
public  will  elect  someone  who  will. 

3185.  But  what  is  thei'e  in  a  market  in  itself  to 
take  it  out  of  the  cat^ory  of  all  other  clashes  of  busi- 
nes.^,  some  of  which  are  of  enormous  kind  and  extend 
over  immense  ai'eas,  but  which  nevertheless  can  be 
conducted  without  any  privilege  or  monopoly  ? — Of 
course  in  a  borough  like  ours,  where  there  are  an 
immense  number  of  the  Jirlizan  and  poorer  classes,  it 
is  desirable  to  keep  the  people  as  contented  as  possible, 
and  to  give  them  a  liberal  supply  of  food  at  as  cheap  u 
rate  as  possible. 

3186.  Do  you  think  that  grantiug  market  monopolies 
ensures  cheaper  rates  for  food  F—Certainly,  or  else  I 
should  agree  that  I  did  not  see  the  advantage  of  it. 

3187.  Then  how  is  that  in  London  there  are  con- 
stantly demands  for  fresh  markets,  some  of  them 
ousted  by  the  mediasval  law,  and  some  of  them  granted 
after  great  contests  in  Parliament;  how  is  it  that 
London  complains  very  bitterly  of  the  want  of  marketn 
now  ? — Do  they  so  complain  ? 

3188.  I  should  have  Uiought  that  what  you  yourself 
have  seen  of  the  contests  before  committees,  and  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  Law  Courts  for  the  last  few 
years,  would  have  shown  how  great  the  want  was  of 
market  facilities  ? — Columbia  Market  did  not  pay  at 
alL 

3189.  I  am  not  talking  of  their  paying ;  that  is  a 
totally  different  matter.  A  great  many  shops  and 
warehouses  do  not  pay? — But  I  mean  to  say  the 
public  do  not  go  to  Columbia  Market. 

3190.  But  yon  lay  down  the  theory  that  there  is 
nothing  like  a  municipal  authority  to  regulate  this 
particular  class  of  business? — Yes,  I  do  think  so 
distinctly. 

3191.  {Mr.  CharringUm.)  You  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  public  are  better  served  by  a  market 
being  in  the  hands  of  a  corporate  body  than  by  its 
being  in  the  hands  of  individuals  ?— I  am. 

3192.  {Mr.  ffarvfood.)  1  suppose  your  object  in 
opposing  this  market  at  the  railway  station  arose 
from  two  causes :  first,  for  fear  they  should  acquire  a 
market  right  and  a  privilege  over  you  in  time  to  come 
when  you  may  think  that  circumstances  would  justify 
you  as  a  corporate  body  in  making  a  market  for  the 
people ;  and  in  the  second  place,  I  see  that  this  railway 
market  recognixes  the  manorial  rights  of  the  market 
at  SpitalfieldB,  inasmuch  as  they  pay  so  much  per  ton 
to  l^italfields  Market,  and  thereby  seem  to  recognize 
a  nght  to  that  privilege  over  your  district,  which 
right  I  suppose  you  do  not  admit  that  they  possess  ? 
— ^CJuite  so. 

3193.  But  you  have  no  objection,  I  suppose,  to  the 
railwi^  company  giving  such  facilities  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  food  as  the  public  may  require  ;  and  if  it  can  be 
clearly  shown  that  the  establishment  of  a  market  at  the 
present  time  at  the  railway  station  would  be  clearly  in 
the  interests  of  the  community,  you  would  not  object 
to  that  market  being  established,  provided  that  it  did 
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Mr,  F.E.      not  prejudice  your  position  ? — Certaiiily  noi;  that  is 

HtUeary,       what  we  said.    We  had  au  interview  with  Mr.  Ritchie, 

9  Mar  1888      ^^^  ^^^  ^^®  clause  we  were  perfectly  satisfied.     It 

*        *     has  just  struck  me,  after  hearing  your  observation, 

that  if  the  company  had  to  pay  so  much  money  to 

Mr.  Homer  as  they  would  have  to  pay,  and  as  they 

agreed  to  pay,  they  could  not  possibly  sell  to  the 

public  at  so  cheap  a  rate  as  a  public  body  who  were 

making  no  profits. 

3194.  (Chairman.)  Under  the  present  law,  will 
not  anybody  have  to  pay  a  royalty  to  Mr.  Horner  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so ;  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Homer 
has  any  rights  at  all ;  and  if  he  has  any  rights  at  all 
the  Great  Eastern  Company  can  clearly  acquire  rights 
through  Mr.  Homer,  and  let  them  do  so  if  they  can. 
But  we  say  that  Mr.  Horner  has  no  right  in  West 
Ham,  and  we  certainly  shall  never  let  him  come  there 
without  carrying  the  case  to  the  furthest  point 

3195.  (Mr.  Picton.)  When  you  expressed  an 
opinion  just  now  that  markets  ware  better  in  the  hands 
of  corporations  or  public  authorities  than  in  private 
hands  did  you  not  mean  markets  with  monopoly 
rights,  markets  with  special  privileges  ?  You  assumed 
that  all  markets  must  have  special  privileges,  did  you 
not? — No,  not  the  free  trade  markets.  If  you  give 
free  trade  markets  they  would  not  have  any  more 
special  privileges  than  the  shopkeepers  or  warehouse- 
men, but  then  you  would  not  get  the  concentration  of 
goods. 

3196.  Then  you  think  that  there  would  be  a  dis- 
advantage in  surrendering  those  special  privileges 
and  monopoly  rights  ? — I  think  there  would  be  a 
distinct  advantage  in  conferring  them  on  somebody. 

3197.  Would  there  be  any  disadvantage  in  allowing 
anyone  who  chose  to  try  to  set  up  a  market  ? — I  think 
there  would. 

3198.  What  would  be  the  disadvantage  ?— The 
disadvantage  would  be  that  there  would  be  no  concen- 
tration and  no  control,  and  that  those  who  set  up  the 
market  would  work  to  their  own  advantage,  and  as 
against  the  public ;  whereas  we  want  local  authorities 
to  work  for  the  public  and  not  for  themselves. 

3199.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  difficulty  would 
remedy  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  would  not  be  profitable 
for  private  individuals  to  set  up  markets  where  they 
did  not  attract  custom  ? — No,  it  is  not  remedying 
itself  at  the  present  moment  The  Great  Eastern 
Company  &vour,  as  I  understand,  their  own  rail-borne 
goods  as  against  the  goods  of  other  lines  that  have 
running  powers  over  their  lines,  and  as  against  the 
road-borae  produce. 

3200.  But  in  that  case  other  people  are  not  allowed 
to  set  up  markets.  I  was  supposing  a  case  in  which 
there  was  absolute  free  trade  in  markets,  and  that  any 
one  that  chose  was  allowed  to  set  up  a  market  any- 
where ? — ^I  think  it  would  be  bad. 

3201.  You  said  just  now,  did  you  not,  that  if  the 
West  Ham  Corporation  became  the  market  authority 
you  would  recommend  the  charging  of  differential 
rates  to  people  outside  a  ceitain  district  ? — I  was  only 
instancing  it.  I  suggested  that  markets  should  be 
absolutely  free  after  the  initial  cost,  spread  over  a 
number  of  years,  has  been  liquidated,  and  that  it  should 
be  left  to  the  central  authority  to  say  whether  the 
local  authority  should  or  should  not  charge  rates  and 
tolls,  and  if  so  when,  where>  and  how. 

3202.  And  how  they  should  be  apportioned  ? — Yes. 

3203.  So  that  you  would  allow  the  charging  of 
differential  rates  ? — I  would  give  the  local  authority, 
subject  to  the  central  authority,  power  to  charge 
differential  rates. 

3204.  (i^V  James  Carry.)  Am  I  right  in  thinking 
that  your  view  is  that  concentration  is  the  one  great 
object  to  attain  in  a  market  ? — Yes. 

3205.  And  that  your  opposition  to  Mr.  Homer 
having  market  rights  in  West  Ham  is  because  you 
do  not  consider  that  the  powers  or  legal  rights  of 
Mr.  Horner  extend  as  far  as  West  Ham? — Quite 
so. 

3206.  But  is  it  not  the  case  l^at  the  railway  com* 
pany  were  willing  to  come  to  ten^s  with  Mr.  Homer, 


and  that  actually  the  market  is  being  carried  on  now 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  though 
under  some  kind  of  terms  with  Mr.  Homer  ? — ^Yes,  I 
believe  it  is. 

3207.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  a  fact  or  not  that 
the  Great  Eastern  Bailway  Company  favour  growers 
upon  their  own  line  in  preference  to  growers  upon 
any  other  line  ? — I  believe  they  do ;  but  I  think  that 
Mr.  Maurice  Bussell,  who  is  coming  presently,  will 
give  you  more  information  upon  that  point. 

3208.  (3f».  Little.)  You  admit,  on  the  pait  of  the 
West  Ham  Corporation,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
market  by  the  Great  Eastern  Company  has  been  a 
benefit  to  the  place  on  the  whole,  though  you  are  not 
absolutely  satisfied  with  it  ? — Quite  so. 

3209.  The  Great  Eastern  Company  accepted  Mr. 
Eitchie's  proposal  in  the  House  of  Commons,  did  they 
not  ?— They  did. 

3210.  And  what  alteration  did  they  propose  when 
they  came  before  the  House  of  Lords  ? — There  was  a 
clause  put  in  reserving  Mr.  Homer's  right. 

3211.  And  that  you  objected  to?— We  did, 

3212.  The  corporation  since  that  time  have  con- 
templated making  a  market  themselves,  have  they 
not  ? — ^Yes,  it  has  been  under  their  consideration. 

3213.  Did  they  give  notice  of  their  intention  to 
apply  for  an  Act? — ^Yes,  they  did.  It  was  not 
included  in  the  BilL  The  clauses  were  drawn,  but 
I  think  they  were  struck  out. 

3214.  But  did  not  your  corporation  give  notice  of 
an  intention  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to  make 
a  market  ? — ^Yes,  we  did. 

3215.  For  that  purpose  they  had  to  get  the  assent 
of  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers,  had  they  not  ? — 
Yes. 

3216.  And  the  question  went  to  the  ratepayers  ? — 
The  clauses  were  withdrawn  before  it  went  to  the 
ratepayers. 

3217.  I  had  the  impression  that  the  inhabitants  or 
the  ratepayers  refused  to  sanction  the  implication  ? — I 
am  pretty  sure  that  it  was  not  so.  The  clauses  were 
dropped  before  the  Borough  Funds  Act  was  put  in 
force.  The  question  of  our  proceeding  for  market 
rights  never  went  to  the  ratepayers. 

3218.  May  I  ask  why  the  application  was  not  made 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  why  you  thought  of 
applying  for  a  special  Act  ? — I  cannot  tell  you,  unless 
it  was  that  we  had  an  Omnibus  Bill  in  Parliament, 
and  I  believe  it  was  thought  desirable  by  our  agents 
to  include  these  market  clauses  with  the  othor  clauses 
seeking  other  power's. 

3219.  In  the  statement  which  you  have  put  before 
the  Commission  I  see  some  remarks  as  to  the  market 
rights  having  been  claimed  by  mere  squatters  ;  is  it 
the  case  that  any  market  rights  are  claimed  at  West 
Ham  other  than  those  that  are  claimed  by  Mr.  Homer  ? 
— ^No,  not  in  West  Ham. 

3220.  Referring  to  what  was  askod  about  giving  a 
local  authority  a  monopoly  of  a  market,  is  it  not  on 
the  ground  that  the  erecting  of  a  market  is  an  under- 
taking which  involves  a  large  expenditure  of  capital, 
and  probably  a  temporary  loss  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

3221.  And  on  the  same  ground  as  you  give  some 
amount  of  monopoly  to  a  railway  company,  so  you 
would  protect  a  local  bo%rd.  A  railway  company 
spends  a  hixg^  sum  of  money  in  developing  traffic,  and 
they  are,  to  some  extent,  protected  against  an  invasion 
of  Uieir  rights  by  others  ? — Yes. 

^  3222.  Is  it  not  on  the  same  ground  that  you  would 
give  the  local  board  a  monopoly,  so  far  as  it  is  a 
monopoly  ? — ^Yee.  1  look  at  it  in  this  wi^ :  that  the 
local  board  or  some  public  Authority  could  bring  all 
the  various  Itaes  into  that  liarket.  They  can  do.ioore 
than  any  private  enterprise  can  possibly  do. 

3223.  But  on  the  point  <^  the  local  authoritv 
having,  a  monopoly,  is  it  not  because  ihej  run  a  risk 
in  making  a  market  ? — Qnite  so  ;  they  run  a  risk,  no 
doubt ;  it  might  be  a  hopeless  failure. 

3224.  You  only  ask  that  they  should  have  power 
to  take  tolls  to  cover  their  risks  ? — I  go  a  little  further 
than  that,  because  if  the  local  authority  once  took,  the 
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iiU(rk6t  up  they  would  be  the  aothority^r  all  time; 
and  I  shoald  snggest  that  they  should  have  power  to 
fix  a  tariff  of  tolls  and  charges  subject  to  the  head 
authority. 

3225.  But  I  think  you  said  that  when  the  money 
borrowed  for  the  construction  and  e-stablishment  of 
the  market  had  been  paid  off  the  market  should  then 
be  free,  except  for  such  tolls  as  would  cover  the  charges 
of  administration  ? — ^Yes,  unless  from  time  to  time  any 
special  circumstances  should  arise;  but  the  general 
view  is  certainly  to  make  the  market  absolutely  free 
except  so  far  as  regards  the  cost  of  administration. 

3226.  (Chairman.)  I  think  you  must  have  mis- 
understood my  question  when  I  asked  you  about  the 
rights  that  Mr.  Horner  has  in  your  district.  It  is 
quite  clear,  and  a  matter  of  legal  decision,  is  it  not, 
that  the  rights  of  the  Spitaliieids  Market  extend  to 
your  district  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  As  I  understood, 
Mr.  Horner  claimed  a  right  within  6f  miles.  The 
Great  Eastern  Company  were'  seeking  to  erect  a 
market  at  their  Bishopsgate  Station,  close  to  the 
Spitalfields  Market ;  and  all  that  was  decided  by  the 


Houses  of  Lords  was  thai  the  Great  Eastern  Cosnpaay 
could  not  fix  a  market  there. 

3227.  The  question  as  between  Mr.  Homer  and 
the  Great  Eastern  Company  and  Sir  Julian  Gddsmid 
and  the  others,  bad  reference  to  Bishopsgate  Market, 
and  not  to  Stratford  Market  ? — Quite  so ;  we  were  not 
parties  to  that  at  all,  and  we  say  that  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  may  not  have  put  tJHe  proper  points. 

3228.  Mr.  Birt,  in  his  evidence  yeoterday,  most 
distinctly  stated  that  it  was  the  ratepayers  of  West 
Ham  who  refused  to  allow  the  corporation  to  go  on 
with  the  Bill ;  if  Mr.  Birt  stated  that,  wa^  he  mis- 
taken ? — I  think  so,  but  I  will  make  sure.* 

3229.  Surely  you,  as  town  clerk,  must  know  how  it 
was  ? — ^I  do  not  like  when  a  gentleman  makes  a 
distinct  statement  like  that  to  meet  it  with  a  flat  con- 
tradiction ;  but  my  distinct  recollection  of  it  is  that 
these  clauses  never  went  to  the  ratepayers  at  all. 

3230.  You  were  town  clerk  at  the  time,  were  you 
not? — I  was. 

3231.  When  was  it?— It  was  last  November. 

3232.  Is  there  anything  that  you  would  like  to  add 
to  your  evidence  ? — I  think  not. 


Mr,  F.  E. 

HUlearg, 

9  Mar.  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Mr.  Gborgb  Hay  examined. 


Mr.  G.  Hay, 


3233.  {Chairman.)  You  are  the  mayor  of  the 
municipal  borough  of  West  Ham,  are  you  not  ? — I 
am. 

3234.  And  you  have  taken  some  interest  in  the 
general  question  of  the  administration  of  markets,  I 
Uiink? — I  have  for  some  time.  The  question  has 
been  generally  pressed  upon  us  for  some  time  by  the 
inhabitants. 

3235.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  a  statement  of  your 
views  upon  the  question  ? — The  general  feeling  of  the 
people  of  West  Ham  is  in  favour  of  either  free 
markets  or  a  market  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation 
and  managed  by  the  corporation. 

3236.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  free  market  ? — ^I  am 
not  in  favour  of  a  free  market  myself.  There  was 
one  meeting,  at  which  I  presided,  some  time  ago  where 
an  amendment  was  carried  against  the  corporation  in 
favour  of  jfree  markets;  but  the  speakers  gave  no 
definition  of  the  term,  and  I  do  not  myself  hold  with 
free  markets. 

3237.  What  is  your  recommendation  as  to  the  best 
method  of  managing  markets  ? — The  borough  is  ex- 
ceedingly poor,  and,  speaking  for  West  Ham,  I  think 
that  every  accommodation  ought  to  be  provided  which 
will  enable  the  inhabitants  to  obtain  food  as  cheaply 
as  possible.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  market, 
which  is  very  useful,  provided  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company,  but  they  do  not  find  accommoda- 
tion for  road-borne  vegetables  and  other  produce  that 
are  grown  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  We  find  that 
large  quantities  of  cabbages,  potatoes,  seeds,  and  other 
greengrocers'  produce  of  all  sorts  go  principally  to 
Covent  Garden  or  Spitalfields,  simply  because  ut  the 
present  time  there  is  no  accommodation  for  them ;  and 
the  principal  inhabitants  instead  of  finding  what  they 
want  in  then*  own  market  have  to  go  either  to  Covent 
Garden  or  to  Spitalficldd. 

3238.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  the  Gi'eat 
Eastern  Company  do  not  give  the  accommodation 
which  you  would  like  to  see  them  give  ? — They  pass 
everything  at  the  present  time  from  their  railway  to 
their  warehouse.  The  goods  sold  in  the  market  are 
principally  brought  from  Yorkshire,  Lincolnshire,  and 
Cambridgeshire. 

3289.  Is  it  your  meaning  that  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  make  conditions  which  favour  those  who 
send  their  goods  by  rail  rather  than  those  who  do  not 
do  so  ? — Certainly. 

3240.  How  is  that  effected  by  the  Great  Eastern  ? 
—They  have  shunting  into  the  market,  and  every- 
thing must  be  passed  to  their  own  salesmen. 

3241.  Then  is  Stratford  Market  not  an  open  market 
in  the  sense  that  anybody  can  get  a  stand  in  it  and 


sell  his  goods.  There  is  no  provision  for  his  doing  so. 
The  whole  of  the  sale  rooms  there  are  occupied  by 
tenants  of  the  Great  Eastern ;  there  is  not  a  free  one 
at  all. 

3242.  Are  you  able  to  say  that  growers  in  the 
immediate  district  have  applied  for  stands  and  have 
been  reftised  ?— I  am  not  able  to  say  any  more  than 
that  we  have  the  fact  that  growers  in  the  immediate 
district  do  not  send  there. 

3243.  There  may  be  some  other  reason  of  which 
you  are  not  aware  ?— There  may  be. 

3244.  You  are  not  able  of  your  own  knowledge  to 
say  that  the  Great  Eastern  Company  deliberately 
exclude  local  people  from  their  market  ?— The  fact 
that  they  have  made  no  accommodation  for  them, 
shows  that  that  has  been  the  meaning.  There  is  no 
accommodation  whatever;  there  is  a  little  corner 
where  one  or  two  wagons  might  pull  in ;  but  the 
market  is  so  crowded  with  other  carts  that  it  is  im- 


•The  witness  subsequently  made  the  following  explana- 
tion with  reference  to  questions  3228  to  3232 : 

In  the  early  part  of  November  the  ex-mayor  received 
a  requisition  signed  by  20  ratepayers  requesting  him  to 
call  a  meeting  under  Schedule  III.  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  for  the  purposes  of  considering  the  markets 
question,  and  I  advised  him  that  there  was  no  power  to 
requisition  him  to  call  the  meeting  for  the  purpose,  but 
that  as  mayor  he  could,  if  he  liked,  ^  a  day  for  the 
meeting,  and  he  did  so. 

A  meeting  was  held,  the  present  mayor  presiding,  and 
he  declared  in  favour  of  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  duly  proposed  and  seconded,  the  room  being  very 
evenly  divided : 

^'  iSiat  the  Corporation  be  asked  to  introduce  a  short 
*'  Bill  into  Parliament  abolishing  all  market  mono- 
*•  polies  for  West  Ham,  and  granting  fWLl  powers  to  the 
"  corporation,  or  any  companies  or  private  individuals, 
*'  to  open  markets  anywhere  in  the  borough." 

I  was  unwell  and  was  not  present,  and  as  there  was 
no  legal  significance  in  it,  the  particulars  were  not 
present  to  mv  mind  when  asked  the  question.  I  was 
thinking  of  the  formal  and  legal  meeting  that  had  to 
be  called,  and  was  called,  under  the  Borough  Funds  Act, 
and  I  was  quite  right  in  my  answer  that  the  clauses 
relatmg  to  the  markets  were  withdrawn  before  the 
meeting  was  held.  The  coimcil  took  no  official  part  in 
the  former  gathering,  nor  do  I  believe  that  it  had  any 
effect  on  them  in  determining  their  action,  which  was 
dictated  by  two  reasons :  (1)  The  sitting  of  the  Boyal 
Oommision,  and  (2)  the  Great  Eastern  Company  not 
renewing  their  application  to  Parliament.  K  on  an 
important  question  like  this  an  adverse  vote  had  been 
given  to  the  council  a  poll  would  certainly  have  been 
demanded 
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Mr.  O,  Hay.  possible,  and  therefore  no  one  would  think  of  going 
—  there. 

9  Mar.  1888.  3246.  Is  there  any  otlier  point  either  about  Strat- 
ford  Market  or  upon  the  general  question  that  you 
would  like  to  put  before  the  Commission  ? — Not 
except  to  state  J;hat  I  think  it  is  tlie  general  desire  of 
the  people  there  that  the  market  should  be  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  corporation. 

3246.  In  what  way ;  do  you  mean  that  the  corpcH*a- 
tion  shonld  have  power  to  bay  up  land  and  establish 
a  market  with  the  rates  as  securi^  ? — Just  so.  That 
is  the  general  feeling,  I  think,  of  the  people,  judging 
from  what  has  taken  place  at  pablic  meetings  that  I 
have  attended. 

3247.  Was  any  attempt  made  during  last  autumn 
by  your  corporation  to  promote  a  Bill  for  that  pur- 
pose ? — There  was,  and  it  was  withdrawn  on  my  own 
advice  that,  as  this  Royal  Commission  was  appointed, 
]  thought  it  would  be  unnecessaiy  to  proceed  with  it. 
I  attended  the  legal  and  general  committee,  and  it 
was  entirely  through  my  influence  that  the  Bill  was 
withdrawn. 

3248.  There  was  no  other  reason  ? — ^There  was  no 
other  reason  whatever,  except  that  as  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission was  about  to  sit  I  thought  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  money  and  quite  unnecessary  to  proceed  further 
with  the  clauses  until  we  had  their  Beport. 

3249.  If  the  allegation  was  made  that  the  ratepayers 
had  interfered  to  prevent  that  being  carried  out,  that 
would  be  a  mistake  ?  —  It  would  be  untrue  entirely. 

3250.  (Sir  T.  Martifieau.)  Have  you  seen  any 
plan  of  a  proposed  extension  of  the  market  at 
Stratford  by  the  Great  Eastern  Company  ? — Yes,  I 
have. 

3251.  Ton  are  aware  that  it  is  proposed  by  the 
railway  company  to  add  two  acres  or  two  acres  and  a 
half  to  the  present  market  ? — ^Yes  I  am  aware  that  it 
has  been  suggested. 

3252.  Do  you  think  that  that  extension  would  meet 
the  public  requirements  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — It 
would  still  leave  the  market  in  the  hands  of  the  rail- 
way company,  which  is  objectionable ;  but  I  quite 
admit  that  the  extension,  if  carried  out,  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  people. 

3253.  Do  you  think  that  the  places  at  Stratford  and 
at  Bishopsga^  Stations  are  the  best  for  the  supply  of 
the  West  Ham  population  ?'No.  If  the  Stratford 
Market  was  carried  out  as  suggested,  with  the  addition, 
certainly  it  would  be  more  convenient  than  it  is  at 
the  pre^sent  time,  because  now  it  is  situated  at  the  ex- 
treme end  (^  the  borough,  altogether  away  from  the 
poor  inhabitants,  and  they  have  to  take  a  long  circuit 
round  to  reach  the  market. 

3254.  No  doubt  this  matter  has  been  discussed  in 
your  corporation  and  its  committees  ? — Not  before  the 
corporation  before  the  legal  and  general  committee,  of 
which  I  may  .state  that  I  am  a  member  now,  but  was 
not  a  member  last  year.  My  information  is  entirely 
derived  from  my  knowledge  of  the  public  feeling. 

3255.  Have  you  considered  the  best  site  that  could 
be  taken  for  a  market  ? — If  carried  out  by  the  corpo- 
ration, we  should  seek  a  central  site  in  order  to  get  as 
near  the  poor  as  possible,  and  the  railway  would  cause 
no  difficulty,  because  in  Bradford  and  other  places 
where  the  market  is  not  connected  with  the  railway, 
they  have  run  a  siding  in,  as  is  done  in  many  parts  of 
England  and  Scotland  for  paper  manufacturers,  and 
so  on.    There  is  no  difficulty  in  tliat  respect. 

3256.  Then  you  have  not  a  definite  site  in  view, 
but  you  think  it  would  be  a  more  central  site  than 
either  of  the  railway  stations  ? — Certainly. 

3257.  And  in  selecting  the  site  you,  as  the  repre- 
seniarives  of  the  people,  would  seek  that  which  was 
most  convenient  to  the  inhabitants  generally  ?— Just  so* 

3258.  If  you  were  the  market  authority,  you  would 
not  be  bound  to  confine  your  market  to  anv  one  site, 
should  you,  if  you  found  it  convenient  to  nave  more 
than  one  market? — I  think  that  the  public  feeling  is 
that  there  should  be  one  or  more  markets  if  necessary. 
1^1  y  own  opinion  is  that  one  good  market  in  the  centre 
of  the  district  would  be  all  that  would  be  required. 


3259.  Why  do  you  think  that  one  market  is  Re- 
ferable to  many  ? — I  think  it  is  a  saving  to  the  rates, 
and  we  find  places  e^u^ly  as  large  as  West  Ham 
where  one  marigBt  satisfies  the  requirements  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  there  has  been  no  complaint.  If 
we  take  Edinburgh,  there  is  the  Waveiley  Market 
there,  which  has  been  very  well  conducted  for  many 
years,  and  which  is  almost  in  the  centre  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

3260.  {Chairman.)  You  are  aware  of  course  that 
there  are  constant  disputes  and  a  great  deal  of  friction 
between  the  sellers  and  the  town  council  as  to  the 
management  of  the  Waveriey  Market? — ^There  are 
many  reasons  for  that.  There  they  do  not  adopt  the 
same  style  as  we  adopt  here.  There  are  scarcely  any 
middle-men ;  the  people  that  come  in  from  tlio 
country  there  dispose  of  the  goods  in  small  quantities 
to  shopkeepers  and  to  private  individuals  as  welL 

3261.  {Sir  T.  Martineau.)  I  suppose  you  are  aware 
the  old  doctrine  is,  that  the  concourse  of  buyers  is  the 
essence  of  the  market  ? — Just  so. 

3262.  And  you  think  that  you  get  a  better  concourse 
if  you  have  one  market  than  if  you  have  a  great  many  ? 
— Quite  so ;  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  say  that  I 
had  thought  the  question  thoroughly  out,  but  I  would 
rather  see  one  good  mai'ket  than  four  bad  ones. 

3263.  And  in  fact  if  you  got  the  four  bad  ones  you 
might  miss  the  object  of  a  market  altogether  ? — Yes, 
just  so. 

3264.  {Mr.  lAttle.)  I  think  I  gathered  from  you 
that  if  the  Great  Eastern  Company  had  been  able  to 
carry  out  their  scheme  of  last  year  many  of  vour 
objections  to  the  market  would  have  been  removed  ? — 
Personally  I  would  have  no  objection  at  all,  but  the 
people  are  not  in  favour  of  it. 

3265.  But  as  regards  the  country  growers  and 
those  who  come  by  road,  the  difficulty  of  their  approach 
to  the  market  would  have  been  removed  if  those 
plans  had  been  carried  out  ? — I  am  rather  doubtful ; 
it  is  a  very  bad  approach,  and  it  is  at  the  extreme  end 
of  the  borough.  I  simply  admit  that  it  would  be  a 
groat  improvement. 

3266.  Have  you  compared  the  charges  at  Stratford 
with  those  of  other  markets  ? — I  have  looked  into  it 
a  little.  There  is  a  difference  between  Spitalfields 
and  Stratford,  for  instance,  if  there  is  a  waggon  in 
Stratford  Market  allowed  to  stand  for  one  day,  I^.  %d. 
per  day  is  charged  for  it ;  that  is  supposing  the  goods 
are  not  sold  in  one  day,  and  they  remain  there  till  the 
next  day ;  the  charge  is  continuous  each  day.  In 
Spitalfields  it  is  not  so. 

3267.  And  that  prejudices  the  growers  in  the 
neighbourhood? — It  does.  Scarcely  one  of  them 
visits  the  market,  although  the  whole  of  Essex  is 
studded  with  mai'ket  gardeners,  and  the  soil  is  beauti- 
fully adapted  for  market  gardening. 

3268.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  Is  it  not  the  case  that 
the  growers  find  Spitalfields  Market  and  Covent 
Market  better  for  their  purpose  than  the  Stratford 
Market  ? — We  have  no  evidence  of  that,  because  they 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Stratford 
Market.  I  can  state,  as  a  large  consumer  myself,  that 
I  send  to  Spitidfields  and  Covent  Grarden  because  I 
cannot  get  wnat  I  require  in  Stratford  Market ;  there 
is  no  accommodation  for  it.  I  would  rather  have  it 
at  Stratford,  because  it  would  save  a  lot  of  labour  and 
time. 

3269.  But  the  establishment  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Company  of  that  market  has  been  a  great  convenience, 
I  presume,  to  the  West  Ham  people  ?— We  admit  that. 

3270.  But  you  do  not  want  them  to  get  a  monopoly  ? 
— We  do  not. 

3271.  You  prefer  the  monopoly  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  corporation  ? — I  do  not  call  it  a  monopoly 
then.     We  are  amenable  to  public  opinion. 

3272.  {Mr.  JPicton.)  You  said  that  you  preferred 
one  market  to  many  because  it  would  be  on  advantage 
to  the  rates.  Will  you  explain  in  what  way  it  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  rates  ? — I  am  iiol  in  fevour  of 
conducting  a  market  at  all  as  an  advantage  to  the 
rates ;  I  should  simply  like  the  market  to  pay  its  own 
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ezpenses.  I  do  not  think  I  used  tbat  expreBaion,  or 
not  in  that  sense.  I  am  not  anxious  to  create  funds 
from  a  n)<irk6t. 

3273.  Can  you  tell  ns,  from  your  knowledge  of 
West  Ham,  whether  the  want  of  a  market  is  felt  as  a 
practical  grievance  affecting  the  price  of  food,  for 
instance,  amongst  the  poor  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  to  a 
large  extent. 

3274.  Does  it  limir  their  choice  of  food  ? — I  cannot 
say  that.  Unfortunately,  there  are  many  people  in 
the  poor  neighbourhoods  of  the  borough  who  can 
hardly  purchase  food.  It  limiis  in  this  sense,  that 
they  hare  to  go  further  for  it  than  is  necessary. 

3275.  If  there  wore  a  market  at  hand  would  they 
be  able  to  obtain  cheaply  a  greater  variety  of  food  ? — 
1  should  say  so. 

3276.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  What  you  mean,  as  I 
understand,  is  this,  that  this  market  of  the  railway 
is  a  wholesale  market  ? — It  is,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes. 

3277.  And  that  you  do  know  that  persons  have 
gone  to  apply  for  space,  upon  the  principle  that  if  a 
man  knew  a  building  was  full  he  would  not  try  to  get 
in  ;  it  is  commonly  known  that  there  is  no  additional 
space  ? — ^Bne  this  want  has  been  in  existence  for  some 
considerable  time. 

3278.  But  you  say  that  they  have  no  accommoda* 
tion.  Supposing  that  a  farmer  wanted  to  bring  his 
own  jfoods  to  that  market,  the  whole  space  is  taken 
up  and  there  is  no  space  remaining  ? — Quite  so. 

3279.  Do  I  correctly  understand  you  to  say  this: 
That  in  the  case  of  a  small  producer,  who  produced  a 
few  apples  and  a  few  potatoes  and  a  few  fowls,  and  so 
on,  and  who  had  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  food  as 
the  result  of  his  farming  operations,  there  is  no  place 
at  West  Ham  where  he  could  come  and  set  down  his 
carl  and  supply  those  things  to  the  community? — 
There  Is  no  plaice  whatever. 

3280.  And  you  say  that  the  railway  company  bring 
big  loads  and  deal  with  liu'ge  producers  or  merchants, 
who  buy  up  as  they  do  in  Kent,  where  a  man  goes 
round  and  buys  fruit  on  the  trees,  and  collects  it  and 
brings  it  in  large  quantities  and  makes  a  contract  with 
the  railway  company;  is  that  the  business  that  is 
generally  carried  on  at  this  railway  station? — That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  entire  business. 

3281.  It  does  not  encourage,  and  in  fact  it  does  not 
provide  for,  the  small  agriculturist,  such  as  you  have 
in  France,  who  has  a  little  of  everjrthing,  and  who 
would  bring  that  little  of  everything  in  his  cart  to  the 


market  and  distribute  it  among  the  people  without    ^^'  ^  ^^' 
anybody  intervening  between  Ae   producer  and  the     ^  ^^^  jgg^j 
consumer  ? — There  is  no  provision  whatever  for  it.  __J " 

3282.  I  suppose  you  believe  that  if  the  local  antho- 
rity  had  power  to  make  such  a  market  it  would  be 
frequented  by  such  people,  because  you  have  a  great 
number  of  those  people  round  about  you  who  are 
growing  in  a  small  way,  and  who  at  present  take  their 
produce  to  other  markets,  and  sell  it  retail  because 
they  have  no  accommodation  in  connexion  with  your 
town?— Quite  so;  that  is  what  we  should  wish  to 
encourage. 

3283.  Then  I  suppose,  inasmuch  as  the  monopoly 
at  Spitalfields  does  nothing  for  you,  does  not  bring  a 
congregation  of  people  to  you,  does  not  do  any  service, 
performs  nothing,  influences  nothing,  and  provides 
nothing,  you  believe  it  to  be  a  serious  objection  that 
the  food  of  the  people  should  be  taxed  by  any  person 
or  persons  who  do  nothing  in  return  for  the  taxation, 
and  it  is  your  opinion  that  it  must  necessarily  enhance 
the  price  of  the  food  to  the  consumer  ? — Quite  so. 

3284.  {Mr.  Charringtan,)  Is  not  the  situation  of 
the  railway  market  at  Stratford  tolerably  convenient 
and  central  for  the  whole  of  West  Ham,  taking  the 
large  working  population  of  Canning  Town  and 
Pl^tow  ? — No,  not  at  all ;  it  is  at  the  extreme  end ; 
it  is  within  seven  or  eight  minutes  walk  of  London. 
The  district  extends  something  like  5  or  6  miles,  and 
there  is  no  dii*ect  communication.  The  Metropolitan 
Board  have  interrupted  our  way,  and  we  have  been 
unable  to  get  direct,  and  that  obliges  us  to  go  a  long 
way  round.  We  could  go  direct  in  half  an  hour,  but 
it  takes  about  an  hour  and  a  half  to  get  round.  The 
market  station  is  on  the  very  outside  of  the  borough, 
entirely  for  Stratford  alone.  It  does  not  serve 
Plaistow,  Silvertown,  and  Canning  Town  in  the 
slightest  degree. 

3285.  It  is  not  outside  the  whole  parish  of  West 
Ham? — It  is  almost  outside  what  we  term  the 
borough,  as  will  be  evident  if  you  look  at  the  map. 

3286.  It  is  in  the  parish  ? — ^It  is  in  tlie  parish,  but 
about  five  minutes  walk  would  take  you  out  of  the 
parish  into  London;  and  to  the  other  end  of  the 
boundary  it  is  an  hour  and  a  halfs  walk. 

3287.  {Chairman,)  In  fact  it  is  a  wholesale  market 
situated  in  West  Ham  parish,  but  not  in  ita  manage- 
ment and  in  all  its  details  suitable  for  the  particular 
trade  that  West  Ham  wants  to  do  ? — That  is  exactly 
what  we  hold. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  Maurics  Bussell  examined. 


3288.  {Chairman.)  You  are  a  finiit  and  potato 
salesman  carrying  on  business  at  the  Stratford  Market 
and  residing  in  the  town  of  Stratford  ? — Yes. 

3289.  You  are  a  tenant  in  the  Stratford  Market, 
and  you  have  been  so  for  about  seven  years,  I  under- 
stand, under  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so. 

3290.  We  know  where  the  market  is  situated,  and 
we  know  the  history  of  the  market.  Will  you 
describe  the  market  buildings  ? — The  market  build- 
ings consist  of  two  long  rows  of  warehouses,  twen^- 
one  in  all,  connected  by  a  roof,  which  covers  the 
roadway.  I  have  a  plan  of  it  here,  if  I  might  show  it 
to  the  Commission  (producing  a  plan^  and  descriidna 
it).  Hie  whole  ot  that  part  which  is  coloured  pink 
is  the  railway  company's  goods  station.  At  the  south 
end,  the  end  farthest  away  from  the  entrance,  is  a 
small  triangular  piece  of  ground,  upon  which  market 
gardeners  can  come  and  set  their  waggons  or  carts,  and 
also  upon  which  goods  may  be  deposited  for  sale.  I 
hold  one  of  those  warehouses,  llie  rail-borne  produce 
is  brought  to  the  backs  of  the  warehouses  and  left 
there  for  us  to  unload.  Any  road-borne  produce  which 
we  require  comes  up  the  centre  roadway,  and  we 
unload  in  front. 


3291.  What  representation  do  you  wish  to  make  to 
the  Commission  as  regards  the  management  of  the 
market? — I  say,  as  I  have  always  said,  that  the 
market  has  been  managed  in  the  interests  of  the  rail- 
way company ;  that  is  to  saj,  they  have  always  encou- 
raged in  every  possible  way  the  feeding  of  the  market 
by  goods  brought  a  long  distance  over  their  line. 

3292.  It  is  not  unnatural  that  they  should  do  so, 
but  the  question  arises  whether  that  is  for  the  public 
benefit  ?— That  is  it.  It  is  quite  natural ;  I  do  not 
think  that  railway  managers  holding  a  market  could 
very  well  do  otherwise ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  be 
doing  justice  to  their  shareholders  if  they  did  other- 
wise. 

3293.  What  suggestion  liave  you  to  make  ? — ^That 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  hold  markets. 

3294.  You  would  prohibit  them  from  having  a 
market  ? — I  would. 

3295.  Some  one  must  hold  a  market  ? — Yes,  I  think 
so.  I  am  speaking  for  our  particular  line  of  business 
now ;  I  consider  that  markets  are  very  necessary. 

3296.  On  the  ground  that  it  is  of  importance  both 
to  the  seller  and  to  the  buyer  that  there  should  be  as 
large  a  concentration  of  goods  as  is  possible  consistently 
with  the  convenience  of  people  who  come  to  buy  ? — 


Mr. 
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That  is  BO ;  a  greengrocer  or  a  fruiterer  to  whom  we 
sell  our  produce,  if  we  are  in  a  market,  can  come  or 
should  be  able  to  come  to  the  market  and  have  a  choice 
of  a  large  variety  of  goods,  and  also  get  all  classes  of 
goods  that  he  requires. 

3297.  He  might  want  to  buy  different  classes  of 
goods  irom  different  sellers,  and  it  is  a  convenience  to 
him  to  be  able  to  get  them  dose  at  hand  ? — Yes,  of 
course ;  if  there  were  not  markets  he  might  have  to  run 
about  many  miles  to  get  those  goods. 

3298.  Would  it  be  consistent  with  your  experience 
to  say  that  there  is  any  produce  locally  grown  in  4he 
district  which  is  artificially  excluded  from  Stratford 
Maj^ket  by  any  regulation  that  the  railway  company 
have  made  ? — Yes,  I  do  say  so, 

3299.  In  what  respect  ?  — *  In  the  firat  place  the 
accommodation  provided  for  them  is  such  as  no  one 
can  expect  them  to  .come  and  avail  themselves  of. 
This  small  triangular  piece  of  ground,  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  at  the  south  end  of  the  market,  is  the 
piece  provided  for  these  market  gardeners,  and  it  is 
open  on  two  long  sides  to  the  rails.  There  have  been 
one  or  two  accidents  there  already  since  that  lias  been 
opened,  and  if  furthei*  proof  were  wanted  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  accommodation,  I  think  it  may  be  found 
in  the  &ct  that  there  are  now  only  three  market 
gardeners  availing  themselves  of  that  accommodation. 
Considering  the  immense  population  that  there  is  in 
West  Ham  and  around  West  Ham,  I  am  certain  that  if 
proper  accommodation  were  provided  there  the  Essex 
market  gardeners  would  not  take  all  their  goods  up  to 
Covent  Garden,  Spitalfields,  and  the  Borough  Markets. 

3300.  Would  this  be  a  correct  statement :  that  the 
railway  company  had  formed  the  market  for  the  con- 
venience of  their  own  customers,  but  that  since  it  has 
been  formed,  and  since  West  Ham  has  grown  to  the 
size  that  it  has  grown  to,  the  existence  of  Stratford 
Market  under  present  conditions  is  operating  preju- 
diciaUy  to  those  in  West  Ham  who  would  like  to  have 
a  market  for  their  own  retail  transactions  ? — I  do  not 
know  whom  you  would  refer  to  as  those  who  would 
lik^e  to  haVe  a  market  for  theii^  own  retail  translictions. 

3301.  We  have  had  representations  from  the 
miinicipal  cotitKiil  of  West  Ham,  who  urge  very 
strongly  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  establish  a 
market  for  the  convenience  of  the  residents  in  the 
district,  who  might  go  there  and  purchase  theur  goods 
directly  from  the  growers  or  mid<Uemen  ? — That  they 
do  now. 

3302.  Where  do  they  go? — To  this  market 

3303.  Is  it  convenient  for  them  ? — Fairly  so ;  what 
I  should  venture  to  put  would  be  this :  that  the 
retail  traders,  by  which  I  mean  the  florists,  green- 
grocers, and  fruiterers  of  the  neighbourhood,  now 
attend  this  market  so  far  as  they  are  able ;  but  they 
do  not  find  all  or  nearly  all  that  they  require  here, 
and  therefore  they  have  to  supplement  their  visits  to 
this  market  by  a  journey  to  one  of  the  London  markets. 
What  1  imagine  the  representatives  of  the  town  council 
mean  is  this :  that  in  consequence  of  this  market  being 
chiefly  supplied  with  the  goods  which  are  grown  at  a 
distance  from  West  Ham,  instead  of  being  supplied 
also,  as  the  London  markets  are,  from  the  market 
gardens  of  Essex  (South  Essex  particularly,  which, 
as  you  are  probably  aware,  is  a  noted  market-garden 
district),  they  cannot  get  all  that  they  require  in  this 
market. 

3304.  But  following  up  that,  may  it  not  be  the  case 
that  your  local  producers  go  to  Spitalfields  and  Covent 
Garden  because  they  get  a  larger  number  of  buyers 
to  attend  than  if  they  came  here ;  may  it  not  arise 
as  much  from  that  cause  as  from  any  default  upon 
the  part  of  the  railway  company  ? — ^They  tell  me  not, 

3305.  Who  tell  you  not  ? — The  market  g.irdener8. 

3306.  And  you  consider  that  your  knowledge  of 
them  and  their  views  is  such  as  to  enable  you  to  give 
that  expression  of  opinion  on  their  behalf  with  some 
confidence  ? — 1  do  certainly.  My  father  is  one  who 
has  a  market  garden  in  South  Essex,  and  I  know 
most  of  the  market  gardeners  there  very  well ;  and  that 
is  what  several  of  them  liave  told  me,  that  they  do  not 


come  there  because  the  acc<mimodation  is  so  bad,  and 
also  because  the  position  allotted  to  them  places  them 
at  a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  those  selling  rail- 
borne  goods.  The  market  being  in  the  form  in  which 
it  is,  with  only  one  entrance,  produce  placed  at  this 
end  of  the  market  where  the  customers  first  enter 
stands  a  &r  better  chance  of  being  sold  than  produce  at 
the  south  end  of  the  market  That  is  one  thing  they 
very  much  complain  of. 

3307.  You  say  that  the  railway  company  have  shown 
a  disposition  to  let  warehouses  to  those  who  bring 
produce  a  longer  distance  over  the  line  ? — Yes.  Not 
only  this  railway  company,  but  other  railway  com- 
panies who  have  started  similar  undertakings  are  just 
as  great  ofienders  in  this  respect  If  a  person  goes 
to  them,  and  applies  for  a  warehouse,  the  first  question 
that  they  ask  him  is,  where  he  is  going  to  get  his 
produce  from,  and  how  much  he  can  get ;  and  unless 
he  is  going  to  get  his  fMroduce  from  a  district  that  is 
going  to  pay  them  a  large  profit  for  carrying,  and 
unless  they  think  he  is  going  to  do  a  considerable 
trade  in  that  way,  they  renise  him  a  warehouse. 

3308.  You  would  make  the  same  remark  with 
regard  to  that  as  I  made  just  now^  that  while  it  is  not 
Qfinatoral,  it  is  not  for  the  public  advantage  ? — ^Yes, 
it  is  not  for  the  public  advantage,  because  those  goods 
wMch  are  brought  a  long  distance  must  neceaaarily 
on  an  average  be  dearer  than  those  which  are  grown 
in  the  neighbourhood.  I  think  yon  will  see  clearly 
that  green  vegetables  which  can  be  carted  into  the 
market,  and  sold  by  the  market  gardeners  themselves, 
must  be  cheaper  on  an  average  than  goods  grown,  say, 
in  Yorkshire  or  Lancashire,  paying  a  freight  of  from 
\Ss,  to  1/.  a  ton  to  the  railway  company,  and  also  a 
cliarge  to  the  commission  salesman  for  selling  them. 

3£)9»  As  I  understand  you,  the  genend  policy 
which  you  are  here  to  advocate '  is,  that  statutory 
market  rights  should  not  be  given  to  railway  companies 
and  private  speculators,  but  should  be  in  the  hainds  of 
those  who  represent  the  public  ? — Yes ;  but  I  also 
think  that  whatever  public  bodies  are  made  the  market 
authoritiea  sheuld  be  prevented  by  law  ttom  trading  in 
what  may  become  ^e  v^y  lucrative  business  of  mar- 
ket holders  and  from  devoting  the  large  profits  derived 
from  this  source  to •  other  purposes;  as  several  are 
doing  at  the  present  time.  I  consider  that  the  charges 
now  levied  in  some  of  the  markets  c<Hiducted  by  cor- 
porations, although  not  unfair  as  between  classes  of 
produce  as  in  the  case  of  Stratford  Maiicet,  are  exorbi- 
tant, and  tend  gr^tLy  to  increase  the  price  of  vege- 
tables and  fruit. 

3310.  There  is  a  natural  tendency  and  desire  to 
save  the  rates,  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted;  is 
that  your  view  ? — Yes ;  that  is  the  natural  tendency, 
and  that  is  what  they  do.  They  are  not  content  to 
supply  the  market  at  cost  price  to  the  public,  but  they 
want  to  make  a  profit  out  of  it. 

3311.  Though  you  do  not  thmk  them  so  bad  as 
spme  private  speculators  and  railway  companies,  you 
would  prefer  that  there  should  be  as  small  a  charge  as 
possible,  simply  sufficient  to  recoup  the  expense  of  the 
market ;  that  is  the  policy  which  you  are  here  to 
advocate  ? — Yes. 

3312.  At  the  end  of  your  statement  I  see  that  with 
regard  to  the  market  accommodation  of  London 
generally  you  are  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  no 
advantage  in  greatly  increusing  the  number  of  vege- 
table markets  ? — I  put  that  in  because  there  seemed  to 
be  sonae  people,  not  people  connected  with  the  trade, 
either  buyers  or  sellers,  but  persons  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  trade,  who  think  that  we  cannot 
have  too  many  markets,  iand  that  if  there  were  a 
market  in  every  street  it  would  be  an  advantage;  I 
am  not  one  of  those. 

3313.  Are  you  in  a  wholesale  way  of  business  ? — 
Yes. 

3314.  Do  you  mean  that  recommendation  to  apply 
also  to  those  who  are  more  in  a  retail  trade  than 
yourself  ? — The  retail  trade  carried  on  in  markets  id 
decreasing  very  rapidly  in  London,  and  may,  I  think, 
be  dismissed  from  consideration. 
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3318..  To  what  do  70a  attribute  that?— To  the 
oompetition  of  shopkeepers ;  so  that  I  think  we  need 
scarcely  consider  the  retail  trade  in  markets.  It  is  a 
trade  which  is  dying  out  so  far  as  vegetable  and  fruit 
markets  are  concerned.  The  markets  are  now  almost 
entirely  occupied  by  growers,  or  salesmen  acting  for 
growers,  selling  the  produce  in  a  wholesale  way  to  the 
retail  dealers. 

3316.  Therefore,  for  their  purposes,  a  few  markets 
well  placed  are  better  than  a  larger  number  of  markets, 
which  would  lead  to  an  undue  diffusion  of  the  goods  ? 
— Tes,  that  is  what  I  mean.  I  am  sure  that  is  a 
general  opinion,  because  I  have  asked  within  the  last 
twelve  months  a  great  many  greengrocers,  and  they 
have  all  answered  me  in  the  same  way  that  that  is 
their  opinion. 

3317.  {Sir  T.  MarHneau,)  Have  you  heard  com- 
plaints made  by  any  other  salesmen  in  the  market  as 
to  the  railway  company  having  the  control  over  it? — 
Yes.  Last  year  when  they  went  to  try  and  get  Par- 
liamentary powers,  the  majority  of  the  salesmen 
appeared  as  witnesses  against  their  obtaining  those 
powers.  They  were  not  all  called,  but  a  considerable 
majority  were  against  the  powers  being  granted. 

3318.  Then  if  it  were  stated  that  you  are  the  only 
salesman  who  complains  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
that  would  not  be  true  ? — "Nfc,  it  is  perfectly  untrue. 
No  one  could  have  made  such  a  statement  if  he  knew 
anything  about  it.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  founda- 
tion for  it>.  I  could  bring  up  more  than  half  the  sales- 
men from  Stratford  Market  if  you  wanted  to  see  them 
to  deny  the  truth  of  such  a  statement 

3319.  And  they  are  all  of  that  opinion  ?— Yes.  In 
fact  I  think  the  feeling  now  is  stronger  against  the 
company  than  when  they  went  for  their  Bill.  At  the 
time  when  tliey  went  for  their  Bill  there  were  a  few 
whom  they  induced  to  go  upon  their  side  by  promises 
and  threats ;  but  now  those  salesmen,  with  about  two 
exceptions,  are  as  much  against  them  as  I  am. 

3320.  And  you  believe  that  the  same  feeling  pre- 
vails amongst  the  market  gardeners  ? — Amongst  the 
market  gardeners  round  London,  yes,  because  they 
would  like  a  market  established  in  West  Ham  into 
which  they  could  come  upon  equal  terms  with  those 
who  bring  the  produce  from  farther  afield.  I  have 
heard  them  complain  of  the  way  that  this  market  is 
conducted,  so  as  practically  to  prevent  them  from  feed- 
ing the  population  which  is  next  door  to  them. 

3321.  With  regard  to  this  space  that  is  open  for 
the  cart-borne  produce,  do  we  correctly  understand 
that  it  is  now  not  fully  occupied  ?— It.  is  not  fully 
occupied.  At  the  present  time  there  are  only  three 
attending  there,  even  with  any  degree  of  regularity  at 
aU. 

3322.  If  the  market  is  useful,  and  if  there  are.  a 
number  of  people  coming  there  to  b|dy,  why  should 
not  the  sellers  of  market  produce  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  that  there  is  for  them  here? — 
Because,  as  I  pointed  out,  there  is  not  such  an  oppor- 
tunity or  such,  accommodation  aa  they  can  avail 
themselves  of  with  profit  to  themselyefl.  Supposing 
that  a  market  gardener  from  East  Ham  brings  a  load 
of  savoys  into  the  market  on  a  market  morning,  it  is 
placed  at  ilie  south  end ;  that  is  the  end  furthest  Irpm 
the  entrance.  If  there  is  also  a  truck  load  of  savoys 
from  Lancashire  for  the  market,  it  is  placed  for  one 
of  tbose  salesmen  more  towards  the  north  end  qoarer 
the  entrance ;  because  the  produce  of  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  must  naturally  come  through  usi  as  sal^anen. 
A  man  from  Lancashire  would  not  come  to  Stratford 
to  sell  his  goods,  but  a  man  from  East  Ham  would  if 
he  could ;  so  that,  although  at  first  sight  on  paper 
there  is  nothing  unfair  in  either  the  tolls  or  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  market,  practically  there  is  this 
unfair  treatment  of  it,  because  the  produce  from  a 
long  distance  comes  through  a  salesman's  hands, 
whereas  the  produce  grown  nearer  home  is  brought 
into  the  market  and  sold  by  the  farmer  himself  or  the 
man  that  he  sends  up  with  the  cart 

3323.  ( Chairman,)  It  comes  to  this  :  that  unless 
anyone  is  (Jetermined  to  go  to  the  local  stances,  and 


knows  where  to  go,  he  is  almost  certain^  or  is  very 
likely,  to  be  intercepted  by  some  of  the  rail-borne 
produce? — Yes,  that  is  it.  I  might  add  that  the 
railway  company  say  that  they  are  going  to  remedy 
all  that  by  a  road  out  at  the  other  end  of  the  market. 
Tl^t  I  was  told  when  I  first  took  the  warehouse  over 
seven  years  ago,  and  I  have  been  fed  with  that  spoon 
ever  since.  I  believe  it  now  rather  less  than  I  did 
when  I  was  first  told  it ;  for  this  reason,  that  what 
was  very  improbable  then  is  now  impossible,  because 
the  large  amount  of  trafiic  brought  into  this  station 
must  come  in  here  {pointing  to  the  plan)  oft  the  main 
line,  and  there  are  now  more  shunting  roads  than  are 
shovm  on  this  plan,  and  the  amount  of  shunting  going 
on  makes  the  public  use  of  any  road  made  across  them 
an  impossibility. 

3324.  {Sir  T.  Martineau,)  Have  you  seen  the 
plans  for  the  proposed  extension  by  the  railway 
company  of  Stratford  Market  ? — ^Yes. 

332o.  Do  you  think  that  as  so  altered  it  would 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  neighbourhood  ? — No,  I 
do  not  think  it  would.  First  of  aU,  as  I  have  already 
said,  the  whole  thing  hinges  upon  this  physical 
impossibility  as  to  the  road. 

3326.  Would  it  be  large  enough  ? — It  would  be 
large  enough  for  the  rail-borne  produce,  but  there 
would  still  be  very  scanty  accommodation  or  the  road- 
borne  produce. 

3327.  You  said  that  the  railway  companies  were  in 
the  habit  of  asking  in  hese  cases  from  a  person  who 
offers  himself  as  a  tenant,  from  whence  the  produce 
will  come,  and  rejecting  him  if  he  will  not  be  a  profit- 
able tenant  so  far  as  the  railway  circumstances  are 
concerned ;  do  you  speak  in  that  respect  from  actual 
experience  of  what  is  happening  in  Stratford  Market  ? 
—Yes. 

3328.  And  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  ? 
— ^Yes.  The  question  was  put  to  me,  and  I  have 
heard  more  than  a  score  of  salesmen  say  that  the  same 
question  was  put  to  them. 

3329.  But  have  you  known  of  any  cases  where  the 
applicant  has  been  rejected  because  his  produce  would 
not  come  far  enough  along  the  railway? — They  do 
not  tell  him  the  reason  why  they  reject  him.  They 
ask  these  questions,  and  only  those  who  answer  them 
satisfactorily  are  accepted. 

3330.  You  know  at  all  events  that  some  are  rejected 
without  reason  being  given  ? — Yes.  I  also  know  that 
after  they  have  been  taken  in  and  accepted  as  tenants, 
if  they  do  not  bring  sufficient  tonnage  over  the  rail- 
way company's  lines,  it  matters  not  what  other  business 
they  are  doing,  they  are  turned  out  again. 

•333  ? .  {Mr*  CAarringion.)  You  are  bound  by  your 
agreemient,  are  you  not,  to  take  the  half  of  your  produce 
by  the  railway  ?— Not  under  the  agreement ;  we  had 
a  notice  to  that  eff*ect  sent  us  by  the  goods  manager. 

3^32.  You  alluded,  a  little  time  ago,  to  corporate 
bodies  controlling  a  market  and  making  a  profit  by 
it,  and  devoting  that  profit  to  the  relief  of  the  rates ; 
do  you  know  of  any  instances  of  that  being  done  ? — 
Yes,  the  Manchester  corporation  does  it. 

3333.  The  London  corporation  does  not  ?-*I  do 
not  know. 

3334.  We  have  had  it  m  evidenoe  thai  they  do  not  ? 
— I  do  not  think  that  they  do  so  far  as  the  vegetable 
market  is  concerned,  because  there  is  not  a  laige  trade 
done  in  their  vegetable  market. 

3335.  Do  you  know  any  oth^  places  but  Man- 
chester where  they  do  it  ?-^Thfire  is  another  market 
in  London  which  is  managed  not  by  a  corporation 
but  by  a  public  body  of  trustees,  that  is  a  Borough 


*  The  witness  subsequently  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
a  letter  from  the  goods  manager  of  the  Gkeat  Eastern 
Bailway  to  each  of  the  salesmen  in  the  market,  in  which 
the  following  was  mentioned  as  one  of  the  bases  on 
which  tenancies  in  the  market  were  to  be  held,  viz.: — 
"  That  whilst  the  directors  will  place  no  limit  upon 
"  the  quantity  of  produce  brought  in  by  road,  they  will 
"  expect  that  at  least  one  half  of  the  whole  quantity 
"  gomg  through  the  warehouses  shall  be  rail-home." 


Mr. 
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-^^'  Market ;  and  they  hand  over  in  relief  of  the  rates  a 

Af.  JlM$MeU.     matter  of  6,000/.  or  6,000/.  every  year. 
9  Mar  1888         3336.  Do  you  consider  the  locality  of  the  railway 

'       '    market  a  suitable  one  for  the  place ;  is  it  sufficiently 

central  ? — That  of  course  depends  upon  whether  you 
are  going  to  build  a  market  for  West  Ham  or  whether 
you  are  going  to  build  a  market  for  another  district 

3337.  Looking  at  Canning  Town,  Plaistow,  and  all 
those  places,  which  are  very  populous,  is  the  situation 
of  the  market  a  very  good  one  ? — No,  a  very  bad  one. 
l*he  customers  at  the  south  end  of  the  borough  of 
West  Ham  can  now  go  to  Spitalfields  as  quickly  as 
they  can  come  to  Stratford  Market.  It  is  just  aliout 
the  same  distance  for  them  to  travel  to  Spitalfields  as 
to  Stratford  Market.  It  is  certainly  not  a  good  site 
for  a  market  for  the  borough  of  West  Ham. 

3338.  (Mr.  Garwood.)  You  say  that  no  profit 
should  be  made  by  any  authority  out  of  the  market,  but 
that  they  should  establish  a  market,  and  that  it  should 
be  used  by  the  persons  who  want  to  use  h  ;  and  then 
you  say  that  there  should  be  a  sinking  fund,  and  by- 
and-by  of  course  the  market  will  not  necessarily  have 
to  produce  anything  but  its  working  expenses.  When 
that  arises  then  I  suppose  that  stallage  and  tollage 
should  only  be  taken  to  the  extent  to  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  pay  all  the  expenses,  and  eo  not  entail 
a  tax  upon  the  ratepayers ;  is  that  your  idea  ? — Yes. 

3339.  Why  should  not  the  public  funds  then  be 
used  to  build  shops,  and  drapers  and  grocers  and  other 
people  be  allowed  to  occupy  those  shops,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  so  that  they  may  get  food  and 
clothing,  those  shops  being  let  in  the  first  instance  at 
a  sufficient  rent  to  create  a  sinking  fund,  and  to  pay 
all  the  necessary  expenses ;  and  then  as  the  original 
expenditure  is  paid  off,  being  let  of  course  at  a  rent 
only  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  management  and 
agency  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  ?  Why  should  it  be 
done  exceptionally  in  regard  to  markets  and  not  in 
regard  to  anything  else  ?  Why  should  you,  for  instance, 
as  a  salesman  for  greengroceries,  fruit,  and  vegetables 
have  accommodation  to  carry  on  vour  business  pro- 
vided and  guaranteed  out  of  the  public  rates,  and  then 
when  the  property  is  redeemed,  why  should  you  go 
and  occupy  that  property  at  a  very  low  rent  to  your 
advantage  as  a  salesman,  a  grocer  or  a  dr^>er  being 
excluded  from  the  same  privilege  of  having  accommo- 
dation to  carry  on  his  industry  provided  out  of  the 
rates  ? — First  of  all  I  cannot  agree  with  you  that  a 
market  where  the  rents  and  tolls  were  low  would  be 
any  benefit  to  the  salesmen.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  best  markets  for  a  salesman  are  the  markets 
in  which  the  charges  are  the  heaviest,  because  the  ex- 
penses deter  others  from  competing  with  him.  I  think 
that  a  cheap  market  would  certainly  not  be  the  best 
market  for  a  salesman  to  go  into.  The  reason  why 
I  advocate  the  markets  being  conducted  as  cheaply  as 
possible  is  in  the  public  interest  A  market  is  a  place 
of  public  resort,  and  any  toll  put  upon  the  produce 
sold  there  such  as  is  now  being  put  upon  this  produce 
in  London  and  in  other  large  towns,  appears  to  me  to 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  upon  ihe  food  of  the  people, 
for  which  they  pay  and  not  the  salesmen.  I  do  not 
think  for  one  moment  that  I  ultimately  pay  these 
heavy  tolls  and  rents ;  in  fact  I  am  quite  sure  that  J 
do  not.  I  have  taken  out  particulars  of  what  I  paid 
in  the  Borough  Market  in  the  year  1884,  when 
I  was  H  tenant  there,  and  I  was  not  doing  the 
largest  business  in  the  market,  although  I  was  doing 
a  fair  business.    I  paid  to  the  Borough  Market  trus- 


tees, in  five  weeks,  10/.  7#.  (yd,  for  rent,  35/.  7s.  Sd, 
lor  tolls,  and  14/.  I9«.  Sd.  for  porterage,  making  a 
total  of  60/.  14««  lOd.  in  five  weeks  in  tiie  summer 
time.  I  am  quite  sure  that  that  60/.  did  not  come  out 
of  my  profits. 

3339a.  Then  do  you  assert,  as  the  result  of  your 
experieuce,  that  the  maximum  charge  for  toll  and 
stallage  necessarily  increases  the  price  of  the  food  of 
the  people  ? — I  do,  and  in  a  very  direct  way,  because 
it  deters  the  goods  from  coming  there.  When  I  have 
some  goods  sent  to  me  I  have  to  deduct  those  charges 
from  the  account  sales  which  I  send  home ;  and  tho 
more  I  have  to  deduct  the  less  there  is  for  the  grower, 
and  the  less  there  is  for  the  grower  the  less  he  is  in- 
duced to  send  these  goods,  and  the  less  he  is  induced 
to  grow. 

3340.  (Mr.  Little.)  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  tho 
majority  of  the  salesmen  in  this  market  objected  to 
the  market  clauses  of  the  Bill  which  the  Great  East- 
ern Company  brought  forward  ?— Yes. 

3341.  Were  their  objections  to  that  Bill  objections 
as  to  principle,  or  objections  as  to  the  accommodation 
provided  ?— Objections  to  the  principle.  They  were 
never  consulted,  so  far  as  I  know,  as  to  the  accommo- 
dation provided. 

3342.  You  saw  the  plans  ;  in  your  opinion  was  the 
accommodation  that  was  to  be  provided  under  that 
Bill  sufficient  ?— No. 

3343.  There  was  not  sufficient  accommodation  for 
road-borne  produce  ? — No. 

3344.  Do  1  correctly  understand  that  by  your 
agreements  with  the  railway  company  you  are  restric- 
ted as  to  the  sale  of  produce  grown  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  is  there  any  clause  in  the  agreement  int^ering 
with  your  sale  of  rail-borne  or  road- borne  produce  ? — 
No. 

3345.  Is  there  a  clause  in  the  agreement  between 
you  and  the  company  compelling  you  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  the  sale  of  rail-borne  produce  ? — ^No,  there 
is  a  clause  in  the  agreement  compelling  us  to  have 
goods  sent  by  the  Great  Eastern  route  to  the  market 
in  preference  to  any  other  route. 

3346.  In  preference  to  any  other  railway  route,  yoa 
mean  ? — Certainly  that  clause  does  not  apply  to  the 
railway  as  against  the  road  ;  but  if  I  lutva  f«oro<) 
goods  at  Hertford,  or  anywhere  where  tliere  are 
two  lines,  I  must  have  them  by  the  Great  Eastern 
route.  The  only  reference  at  the  present  time  to  the 
road  and  rail  borne  traffic  is  a  notice  which  we  received 
just  before  Christmas  from  the  goods  manager,  saving 
that  he  e:^cted  all  of  us  to  have  at  least  half  of  our 
produce  by  rail. 

3347.  Have  you  that  notice? — I  have  not  that 
notice ;  but  it  was  sent  to  all  the  salesmen.  But  of 
course  what  makes  us  go  into  the  rail-bome  produce 
is  knowing  from  experience  that  if  we  do  not  have 
sufficient  to  please  tbem  we  shall  be  turned  out. 

3348.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  How  long  is  your  ten- 
ancy ? — It  is  terminable  at  a  month's  notice. 

3349.  (Chairman.)  Will  you  send  to  the  secretary 
a  copy  of  the  notice  to  which  you  have  referred  ? — ^I 
will. 

3350.  (Mr.  Little.)  Is  your  market  frequented  by 
costermongers  at  all  ? — No.  The  reason  is  that  the 
goods  there  are  not  cheap  enough  for  them. 

3351.  They  are  sold  wholesale  principally  ?-^They 
are. 

3352.  Just  as  they  are  in  other  markets  ?— Yes. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjoivned  to  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock. 
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At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


FOURTEENTH  DAY. 


Thursday,  15th  March  1888. 


PBVSBNT  : 

Tab  Right  Hon.  thb  LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH  in  tqe  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 
Sir  James  Porter  Corby,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Chakles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 
Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mb.  Wn.LiAM  C.  Little. 
Mr.  Justin  McCarthy,  M.P. 
Mb.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mb.  T.  Babclay  Cockebto:^,  Secretary, 


Mr.  JosiAH  Hale,  Mr.  Richard  Hunt,  and  Mr.  Gbobge  A.  Holditch  examined. 


3353.  (Chairman,  to  Mr.  Hale.)  You  are  the 
Chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Bonmgh  Market  ? 
— I  am. 

3354.  (To  Mr.  Hunt.)  You  are  one  of  the  trustees 
of  the  market  ? — 1  am. 

3355.  (To  Mr.  Holditch.)  And  you  are  clerk  to 
the  trustees  ?  —I  am. 

3356.  (To  Mr.  Hale,)  That  is  a  market  which  is 
regulated  by  statutory  powers,  is  it  not? — That 
is  so. 

3357.  And  you  have  handed  in  the  Act^  relating 
to  it  ?— Yes. 

3358.  You  have  sent  in  answers  to  the  questions 
which  were  circulated  to  you  by  the  Commission ;  is 
there  anything  in  regard  to  any  of  the  points  dealt 
with  in  those  questions  as  to  which  you  wish  to  add 
anything  to  your  answers  ? — I  think  not,  so  far  as  I 
recollect.  The  answers  were  carefully  considered  at 
the  time,  and  1  do  not  know  that  we  have  anything 
to  add. 

3369.  I  notice,  that  in  answer  to  Q.  11,  which 
deals  with  the  revenue,  you  give  the  amount  of  your 
tolls  and  porterage  under  one  heading,  and  the  rents 
under  the  other,  but  you  return  nothing  under  the 
heading  of  stallages  or  other  receipts  ;  will  youexplain 
that  ? — The  stallages  would  come  under  the  heading 
of  rents. 

3360.  You  do  not  divide  them  in  your  accounts? — 
No. 

3361.  (To  Mr.  Hunt.)  All  your  revenue  is- covered 
under  the  two  headings  of  tolls  and  rents? — And 
porterages. 

3362.  (  To  Mr.  Hale.)  And  your  revenue  amounts 
to  11,438/.,  does  it  not? — That  is  the  gross  amount. 

3363.  But  your  e2q)enses,  apparently,  are  not  more 
than  4,171/.  ?— That  is  so. 

3364.  So  that  you  have  a  net  surplus  of  7fiOOL  a 
year  in  round  figures  ? — In  round  figures. 

3365.  What  becomes  of  that  money  ? — That  is  paid 
over  to  the  Vestry,  who  apply  it  to  the  reduction  of 
the  poor-rate. 

3366.  How  much  does  one  penny  in  the  pound  on 
the  rental  of  the  district  to  which  this  money  is  applied 
amount  to? — A  penny  in  the  pound  produces  now 
about  800/.  a  year. 

3367.  That  is  more  than  7d.  in  the  pound  ? — ^Yes, 
that  is  80. 

3368.  Is  not  that  a  very  large  profit  to  make  from 
the  market  ? — We  hope  that  that  is  done  by  not  an 
undue  economy,  but  by  a  careful  economy  in  the 
administration  of  the  market. 

3369.  We  have  had  complaints  that  the  accom- 
modation in  the  market  was  not  sufiicient  for  the 
requirements;  is  there   any  ground   for  those  com- 

U     55730. 


plaints  ? — That  is  a  question  that  must  be  considered, 
there  is  no  doubt.  The  accommodation  is  somewhat 
limited,  but  of  course  it  is  a  very  large  question,  and 
to  increase  that  accommodation  we  should  have  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  powers. 

3370.  Have  you  never  made  such  an  application  ? 
— ^We  made  an  application  in  1875. 

3371.  What  was  the  result  of  it?  — That  the 
preamble  was  not  proved. 

3372.  Was  it  a  private  Bill  that  you  applied  for? 
— It  was. 

3373.  (To  Mr.  Holditch.)  Why  has  no  further 
application  been  made  ? — ^We  did  attempt  to  get  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  we  were  unsuccessful,  and  no 
attempt  has  been  made  since. 

3374.  Why  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question.  I 
may  say  that  the  trustees  are  fully  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  improving  the  approaches,  and  steps  have 
been  taken  for  that  purpose. 

3375.  What  steps  have  been  taken? — We  have 
made  an  application  to  the  Humphrey  estate  to  allow 
US  to  pass  through  Montague  Close  on  the  market 
days. 

3376.  Is  your  market  surrounded  by  the  property 
of  one  proprietor,  or  of  many  ? — Of  many. 

3377.  Is  the  land  built  upon?  —  Yes,  mostlv. 
(Mr.  Hale.)  Entirely,  I  think.  (Mr.  Holditch.) 
There  is  one  little  piece  that  is  not  built  upon. 

3378.  I  suppose  I  am  right  in  assuming  that  you 
have  no  power  to  acquire  ground,  but  that  it  must 

/be  done  by  bargain? — ^We  took  the  opinion,  about 
two  years  since,  of  Sir  Richard  Webster,  and  his 
opinion  was  that  we  had  no  power. 

3379.  Then  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  get 
power  is  by  application  to  Parliament  ? — That  is  so. 

3380.  And  that  you  have  not  made  ?  —  We 
attempted  it  on  one  occasion,  but  we  have  not 
renewed  it. 

3381.  (Mr,  Childers.)  You  claim,  in  answer  to 
question  16,  to  have  market  rights  enforceable  at  a 
distance  of  1,000  yards;  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 
— The  clause  in  the  Act  says  that  no  one  shall  carry 
on  a  market  within  1,000  yards,  and  if  it  were 
carrted  on  we  should  go  for  the  penalty.  (Mr.  Hunt.) 
The  Act  says  that  no  one  shall  sell  his  goods  except 
in  nis  or  her  own  shop  within  1,000  yards. 

3382.  (  To  Mr.  Holditch.)  Have  you  enforced  that 
in  any  case  ? — In  no  instance. 

3383.  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  to  establish 
a  market  within  1,000  yards  ? — Never. 

3384.  I  should  like  to  ask  something  about  your 
tolls  and  rates.  I  notice  that  you  charge  a  toil  of 
Is.  6d.  per  ton  on  potatoes  ;  how  long  have  you  been 
charging  that;  from  the  first? — I  cannot  say  that 
we  have  been  charging  it  from  the  first,  but  for  some 
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years  we  have  been  charging  1*.  Qd.    We  charge  \s. 
and  6</.  porterage  on  potatoes. 

3385.  Have  you  ever  compared  your  charges  with 
the  charges  at  other  markets  ? — No. 

3386.  You  have,  as  you  say,  a  monopoly  of  1,000 
yards  in  all  directions  from  your  market ;  of  course, 
that  excludes  practically,  except  in  shops,  any  sale 
of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Is  not  1*.  6cf.  per  ton  a  very 
large  charge  ? — I  think  not. 

3387.  Do  you  know  what  the  charge  is  at  the 
other  markets  ? — I  do  not.  I  may  say  that  we  do 
a  lot  of  work  for  the  1*.  6d.  We  could  charge  U.  6«?. 
and  do  no  work  at  al] ;  but  we  unload  goods  and  put 
them  on  a  man's  stand  for  6<f.,  and  we  charge  him 
Is,  for  toll. 

3388.  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  is,  for  instance, 
in  the  Stratford  ^Market,  to  the  north  of  the  river  ? — 
I  do  not. 

3389.  Do  you  know  what  it  is  at  Covent  Garden  ? 
— I  do  not. 

3390.  If  I  told  you  that  your  charge  was  a  good 
deal  more  than  their's,  should  you  be  surprised  ? — ^Not 
at  all. 

3391.  That  is  to  say,  you  use  your  monopoly  to 
charge  a  much  higher  rate  than  is  charged  at  other 
markets  ? — I  think  we  do  not  exercise  our  powers 
sufficiently.  We  only  charge  1*.  toll  and  Qd.  for 
porterage ;  we  could  charge  1*.  6</.,  and  do  nothing 
for  it  at  all. 

3892.  When  you  say  that  you  do  not  exercise  your 
powers  sufficiently,  do  you  mean  that  you  would  wish 
to  charge  a  higher  rate  ? — No,  I  would  not  say 
that. 

3393.  Would  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  por- 
terage ? — ^We  do  the  whole  of  the  work  in  the  market 
by  our  own  porters.  First  of  all  a  cart  arrives,  the 
beadle  fetches  some  porters,  and  they  unload  the 
goods  and  take  them  on  to  the  stand  in  the  market. 
We  stack  them  there  in  whatever  way  the  man 
wants,  and  we  charge  him  6c?.  per  ton  for  doing 
that. 

3394.  Do  you  consider  that  a  charge  which  is  n'uch 
lower  than  the  man  himself  could  get  his  work  done 
for  ? — I  should  think  it  is  a  fair  charge. 

3395.  Is  the  porterage  compulsory  ? — It  is  com- 
pulsory. 

3396.  You  have  a  monopoly,  therefore,  of  the  right 
of  carrying  in  the  market  entirely  ? — Yes,  under  our 
byelaws. 

3397.  I  notice  in  the  evidence  that  we  have  before 
us,  as  to  Stratford  Market,  for  instance,  and  as  to 
Bishopsgate  Market,  that  the  toll  is  3^.  per  ton  on 
potatoes,  there  being  no  monopoly  as  to  porterage 
there,  whereas  in  your  case  it  is  1*.,  leaving  out  the 
porterage ;  that  is  a  very  serious  difference,  is  it  not  ? 
— It  is  a  very  serious  difference.  With  regard  to  new 
potatoes  we  lose  money  on  the  6^.  by  every  ton  that 
comes  into  the  market  when  potatoes  are  at  a  very 
big  price. 

3398.  Is  there  a  different  rate  for  new  potatoes  and 
ordinary  potatoes  ? — ^Not  at  all.  Each  case  has  to  be 
weighed,  and  of  course  that  makes  a  lot  of  labour. 
When  new  potatoes  are  14/,  or  15/.  per  ton,  greater 
care  is  exercised  than  with  old  potatoes  at  a  very 
much  less  pnce. 

3399.  I  see  that  for  peas  and  beans,  and  vegetables 
of  that  kind,  your  rate  is  the  same  rate  ns  the 
Covent  Garden  rate,  Id,  per  sack  ;  but  apparently 
your  fruit  rate  is  very  much  in  excess,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  of  the  general  rate  north  of  the 
Thames  ? — We  have  no  complaints. 

3400.  With  regard  to  the  profit,  you  clear  appar- 
ently about  7,300/.  a  year? — Between  7,000/.  and 
8,000/. 

3401 .  How  did  that  come  to  be  the  case  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament ;  did  the  Act  of  Parliament  con- 
template your  making  a  large  profit  for  the  benefit  of 
the  parish  ? — ^The  Act  of  Parliament  contemplated 
two  things  ;  it  contemplated  a  loss,  and  it  contemplated 
a  profit.  It  contemplated  u  loss  when  it  gave  us 
power  to  make  a  rate.    You   will  see  at  page   17, 


section  16,  of  the  28  Greorge  II.  "  deficiencies  to  be 
"  made  good  by  a  rate," 

3402.  Where  is  the  section  as  to  the  profit? — If 
you  turn  to  page  34  of  the  Act  of  George  IV.,  there 
is  an  enactment  directing  the  application  of  the  profits 
of  the  market. 

8403.  That  is  practically  the  only  section ;  it  is 
all  preamble  exoept  those  last  two  paragraphs  ?— 
Yes. 

3404.  Under  that  section  the  profit  is  to  bo  paid 
in  diminution  of  the  rates  of  the  parish? — That 
is  so. 

3405.  Is  there  in  the  Act  of  30  George  II.  any 
reference  to  a  surplus  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

3406.  Then,  in  fact,  the  idea  of  there  being  a 
surplus  only  arose  in  1822,  or  thereabouts  ? — That  I 
cannot  say. 

3407.  If  there  was  no  legal  provision  for  it  in  the 
Act  of  1754,  or  in  the  Act  of  1756,  and  the  legal 

.  provision  first  comes  in  in  the  Act  of  1822,  there  must 
have  been  50  or  60  years  in  which  there  was  no 
profit  ? — ^I  think  the  money  was  invested  from  time 
to  time. 

3408.  Was  it  capitalised  ? — Yes,  but  how  much  I 
cannot  tell  you. 

3409.  And  probably  that  capitalisation  is  the  sum 
of  13,000/.  Reduced  4  per  cents,  and  so  on,  which  are 
alluded  to  in  the  last  section  ? — I  have  no  knowledge 
on  the  subject. 

3410.  Have  you  no  records  of  any  kind  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  this  large  profit  began  to 
be  made  ? — No. 

3411  When  you  went  to  Parliament  in  1875  was 
any  reference  made  to  the  fact  that  yon  were  paying 
very  well  ?  —It  was. 

3412.  Was  that  at  all  a  subject  of  discussion  before 
the  committee  ? — Certainly  ;  there  was  a  discussion, 
but  it  was  a  discussion  in  this  way,  that  the  growers 
had  certain  parts  of  the  market  for  which  they  pay 
little  or  nothing,  and  it  was  the  idea  of  the  trustees  to 
put  them  all  on  the  same  footing.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  jealousy  between  the  growers  and  the  salesmen, 
and  the  trustees  thought  they  would  pat  them  on  the 
same  basis. 

3413.  But  the  effect  of  putting  them  on  the  same 
basuf,  I  suppose,  would  be  to  increase  the  revenue  of 
the  market  ? — Naturally  so. 

3414.  Was  any  remark  made  in  the  committee  upon 
the  great  surplus  of  the  market  ? — ^Not  particularly,  I 
should  think. 

3415.  You  have  no  recollection  of  it? — I  was  not 
the  clerk  at  the  time.  {Mr,  Hunt.)  In  the  year  1875 
it  was  not  half  7,000/. ;  it  was  about  3,000/.  It  has 
grown  lately. 

3416.  {To  Mr.  Holditch.)  But  that  would  not 
quite  answer  my  question,  which  was  whether  the 
large  balance,  whether  3,000/.  or  7,000/.,  was  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  committee  ? — Questions 
were  asked  on  it. 

3417.  Was  that,  in  any  respect,  the  reason  why  the 
Bill  was  rejected  ? — ^No,  I  cannot  say  that. 

3418.  There  was  no  reason  assigned  by  the  com- 
mittee for  deciding  that  the  preamble  was  not  proved  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so. 

3419.  In  your  opinion,  in  the  case  of  a  market 
costing  4,000/.  a  year  to  which  I  suppose  something 
must  be  added  on  account  of  the  interest  on  the 
8,000/.  capital  expenditure,  is  it  a  reasonable  thing 
that  the  receipts  of  the  markets  should  be  nearly 
three  times  its  expenditure,  and  that  that  should  go 
to  a  totally  different  subject  to  relieve  the  ratepayers  i 
— ^Yes,  I  think  so,  certainly. 

3420.  You  think  that  that  is  in  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  modern  legislation  upon  the  subject  of 
tKe  rates  upon  property  for  the  poor's  rate  ? — I  should 
think  80,  certainly. 

3421.  You  say  that  it  relieves  the  rates  by  about 
^d,  in  the  £ ;  that  is  to  say,  it  makes  a  present  of 
Sd.  in  the  £  to  a  number  of  householders  who  may 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  market  whatever?—- 
Quite  so ;  it  is  a  parish  property. 
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8422.  How  is  your  rate  struck ;  is  your  parish  a 
single  parish  ? — Tt  is  in  union  with  St.  Saviour's,  and 
comprises  the  parishes  of  St.  Saviour,  Christchurch, 
St.  George  the  Martjrr,  and  St.  Mary,  Newington. 

3423.  Who  gets  the  henefit,  you  and  St.  Saviour's 
ointly  ? — ^No,  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour  alone.  Christ- 
church  gets  no  benefit,  nor  St.  Mary,  Newington,  nor 
St.  Greorge  the  Mart\T. 

8424.  Yon  get  solely  for  your  own  purposes  this 
benefit.  Under  the  union  system  do  you  imagine  that  is 
reasonable  in  view  of  modem  legislation  ?~I  should 
say  80.  It  is  a  piece  of  property  that  came  to  us  many 
years  ago,  and  we  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it. 

8425.  Ton  look  upon  the  right  to  hold  a  market  as  a 
right  which  may  be  turned  into  money  for  the  benefit 
of  the  householders?  —  Certainly,  under  this  Act  of 
Parliament. 

3426.  (Mr.  Little,)  How  are  the  trustees  appointed 
for  this  market  ? — There  are  25  trustees,  and  they  are 
appointed  by  the  vestry. 

3427.  Did  the  Act  of  Parliament  limit  the  tolls  to 
be  taken  ;  was  there  any  schedule  attached  to  the 
Act  ? — The  schedule  is  at  the  end  of  the  Act. 

3428.  And  your  tolls  are  not  in  excess  of  the  tolls 
authorised  by  the  Act  ? — No,  they  are  not ;  in  fact, 
I  may  say  that  some  of  them  are  under. 

3429.  Will  you  point  out  the  section  which  autho- 
rises you  to  charge  for  porterage  ? — There  is  no  such 
section. 

3430.  I  understood  that  under  the  Act  you  had  the 
power  to  compel  those  who  came  to  your  market  to 
use  your  porters  ?  —That  is  under  our  byeiaws. 

3431.  (Chairman.)  What  section  of  the  Act  gives 
you  power  to  make  byeiaws  ? — The  22nd  section  of 
the  10th  of  Greorge  IV.  "  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
*•  that,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  said  market, 
**  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  churchwardens, 
"  overseers,  and  inhabitants,  and  they  are  hereby 
'*  authorised  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  constitute, 
**  provide  and  ordain  rules,  orders,  and  byeiaws  lor 
**  the  regulating,  ordering,  and  governing  the  said 
**  market  and  the  persons  coming  and  resorting  there- 
**  to,  in  all  matters  which  shall  concern  or  relate  to 
^'  the  said  market^  and  for  the  aiTangement  and 
**  distribution,  placing  and  ordering  of  the  wagons 
**  and  carts  bringing  or  taking  away  goods  to  or  from 
**  the  said  market,  and  of  the  persons  driving  and 
"  having  the  UbC  of  such  wagons  and  carts,  and  of 
"  the  porters,  basket  women,  and  other  persons 
"  working  or  plying  for  hire  in  the  said  market,  and 
"  from  time  to  time  to  repeal,  alter,  add  to,  or  amend 
"  such  rules,  orders,  and  byeiaws,  or  any  of  them, 
"  and  to  ascertain  and  fix,  and  therein  specify  what 
"  pecuniary  or  other  penalties  and  foi-feitures  shall  be 
•*  incurred  by  any  person  breaking  such  rules,  orders, 
"  and  byeiaws,  or  any  of  them,  provided  that  no  such 
"  pecuniary  penalty  or  forfeiture  shall  exceed  the  sum 
"  of  40*.  for  one  ofience  "  and  so  on. 

3432.  There  is  no  power  to  charge  for  porters 
there  ? — We  charge  porterage  under  the  byeiaws. 

3433.  (Mr.  Childers,)  But  there  is  no  power, 
apparently,  to  appoint  porters.  It  says,  "  the  porters, 
"  basket  women,  and  other  persons  plying  for  hire." 
The  porters  are  iiot  to  be  appointed  by  you  any  more 
than  the  basket  women  are  appointed  by  you  ? — We 
appoint  our  own  porters. 

3434.  (Mr.  Little.)  Under  what  section  ?  —  I 
cannot  give  any  other  answer  than  that. 

3435.  Can  you  separate  the  amount  received  for 
porterage  from  the  amount  received  for  tolls  ? — Yes, 
about  5,000/.  is  the  amount  of  the  tolls  for  the  year, 
and  the  porterage  amounts  to  between  1,500/.  and 
1,600/.  a  year. 

3436.  What  do  your  porters  cost  you  ? — About 
1,000/.  a  year. 

3437.  Then  there  is  a  profit  on  the  porterage  of 
about  500/.  a  year  ? — Yes. 

3438.  (Sir  James  Carry.)  WTio  were  the  parties 
who  opposed  you  when  you  went  to  Parliament  in 
1875  ? — The  growers  opposed   us,  and   the    stand- 
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holders ;  that  is  to  say,  the  salesman  in  the  market 
helped  us. 

3439.  Then  there  was  a  conflict  of  interest  between 
the  one  and  the  other  ? — ^That  is  so.  

3440.  How  does  the  matter  stand  now  ;   are  the    15  Mar.  188S 

same  opinions  held  by  those  different  parties  now?       — ^ 

— The  matter  has    dropped,   and  we  hear  nothing 

of  it. 

3441.  But,  I  presume,  that  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  trustees  have  not  attempted  to  go  10 
Parliament  again  ? — ^That  I  cannot  say. 

3442.  You  think  that  the  profit  that  is  made  upon 
this  market  is  legitimately  used  to  reduce  the  poor 
rates  ? — No  doubt  about  it. 

3443.  What  is  the  area  of  the  market?— I  should 
think  about  two  acres. 

3444.  Is  it  covered  in  ? — It  is  partly  covered  in 
and  partly  open. 

3445.  Is  there  any  opportunity  of  increasing  the 
area  of  the  market  ? — The  area  has  been  increased 
from  time  to  time,  but  not  lately. 

3446.  Is  there  a  greater  demand  than  you  have 
accommodation  for  ? — We  have  applications  for  stands, 
but  we  do  not  get  very  many  applications. 

3447.  Is  there  any  complaint  about  the  egress 
from  and  ingress  into  the  market  ? — There  has  been, 
and  there  is  now,  and  we  are  trying  to  amend  it. 

3448.  Can  you  amend  it  without  going  to  Parlia- 
ment ? — I  think  I  explained  that  we  did  try  to  get 
through  Montague  Close,  and  we  offered  a  sum  of 
200/.  a  year  for  the  right  to  go  through. 

3449.  But  not  successfiSly  ? — Not  successfully. 
The  conditions  they  imposed  were  so  onerous  that 
we  could  not  entertain  them. 

3450.  And  so  long  as  the  trustees  are  able  to 
make  7,000/.  a  year  for  the  benefit  of  the  rates  they 
are  content  to  allow  the  market  to  remain  as  it  is  ? — 
No,  I  think  not. 

3451.  (Mr.  J^ictouy  to  Mr.  Hunt.)  Can  you  tell  us 
what  is  the  population  of  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour's  ? 
— About  15,000  at  the  present  time. 

3452.  (7"o  Mr.  Holditch.)  Is  the  market  used 
mainly  by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Saviour's,  or  equally 
by  the  inhabitants  of  other  surrounding  parishes  ? — 
By  the  inhabitants  of  other  surrounding  parishes 
quite  as  much.  (Mr,  Hunt,)  By  South  London 
generally. 

3453.  (To  Mr.  Holditch.)  You  spoke,  I  think,  of 
13,000/.  invested  funds  that  had  accumulated  down 
to  1822?— That  was  the  sum. 

3454.  Is  there  interest  derived  from  that  invest- 
ment ? — No,  that  has  been  spent  long  ago. 

3455.  (To  Mr,  Hale.)  What  has  it  been  spent 
upon  r — The  enlargement  of  the  market. 

3456.  ( To  Mr.  Holditch.)  Has  the  enlargement  of 
the  market  taken  the  whole  of  that  ? — Yes,  it  is  all 
spent.  There  is  nothing  from  consols  now,  and  has 
not  been  for  years. 

3457 .  Is  it  the  case  that  the  b^ance  of  profit  has 
doubled  since  1875  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  that  the 
balance  of  profit  had  more  than  doubled. 

3458.  Does  it  continue  to  increase  now  ? — It  is 
falling  off'  a  little  now. 

3459.  (To  Mr.  Hunt.)  How  do  you  account  for 
its  falling  off? — By  the  general  depression.  Trade 
is  bad. 

3460.  (Mr.  Charrington^  to  Mr.  Holditch.)  Are 
you  aware  how  the  original  sum  of  8,000/.  and  the 
sums  that  have  been  subsequently  spent  upon  the 
market  were  raised  ;  were  they  raised  upon  the  rates  ? 
— No,  I  think  there  has  been  a  mixing  up  of  capital 
and  revenue  from  time  to  time,  and  when  the 
Charing  Cross  Railway  was  brought  there,  there  were 
certain  agreements  entered  into  upon  which  no  money 
value  was  placed. 

3461.  But  you  do  not  know  how  the  original  sum 
of  8,000/.  for  the  institution  of  the  market  was  raised  ? 
— By  annuities. 

3462.  Chargeable  upon  the  rates,  I  suppose? — 
Chargeable  upon  the  rates.  ^^  ^ 
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Mr.  J,  Hakf  3463.  (Chairman.)  Have  your  charges  remained 
Mr,  R.  Humt^  the  same,  or  have  you  increased  them  of  recent 
^^HM'^k^'  years?— They  have  remained  the  same. 

3464.  Since  when  ?— During    the  eight    or    nine 

15  Mar.  1888.    J^&I^  ^^A^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^"^  ^^^7  ^^^  ^^^^ 

~.      the  same. 

.  3465.  The  plan  shows,  does  it  not,  that  on  the 
north  you  are  shut  in  by  St  iSaviour's  Church,  and  on 
tho  west  and  south  by  streets  ? — ^Yes. 

3466.  And  that  yon  can  only  extend  towards  the 
east,  if  you  extend  at  all  ? — We  can  extend  eastward. 
This  is  the  Borough  High  Street  (describing  the 
plan). 


3467.  What  is  this  space  to  the  south-west  of  the 
present  market,  behind  your  office  ? — ^Railway.  These 
are  the  piers  of  the  railway.  That  is  -Adelaide  Place 
(painting  to  the  plan). 

3468.  (Mr,  Picton.)  You  say,  in  answer  to 
Question  8,  that  large  sums  ai-e  frequently  paid  for 
casual  labour;  what  labour  is  that  ?— Our  own 
porters  are  not  sufficient  to  do  the  work,  and  they 
have  people  who  work  for  them  through  the  night, 
and  they  are  paid  in  the  morning. 

3469.  Then  the  labour  is  altogether  porterage  and 
nothing  else  ? — Nothing  else. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. 
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3470.  ( Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are  a 
salesman  at  the  Borough  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Market  ? 
— I  am. 

3471.  And  you  wish  to  give  the  Commission  some 
information  a^  to  the  tolls  which  you  have  paid  during 
the  last  three  years  ? — Yes,  in  the  year  1885  we  pai<l 
tolls  to  the  amount  of  155/. ;  and  porterage,  that  is 
another  market  due,  62/.,  making  a  total  of  217/.  In 
the  year  1886  we  paid  150/.  toll,  and  63/.  porterage, 
making  a  total  of  221/.  In  1887  we  paid  142/.  toll, 
and  61/.  porterage,  making  a  total  of  203/. 

3472.  What  is  the  area  of  space  that  you  occupy  ? 
— About  1,070  square  feet. 

3473.  Is  that  sufficient  for  your  business? — Yes, 
quite. 

3474.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  express  as  regards 
the  market  tolls  ? — Yes.  Of  course,  with  the  majority 
of  other  salesmen,  we  should  like  to  get  them  off.  or 
reduced.  You  can  quite  understand  that  this  is  a 
great  drawback  on  us,  because  we  sell  on  commission, 
and  we  charge  so  much  per  basket  commission,  and 
this  is  taken  out  of  the  commission  that  we  charge 
the  grower  for  selling  the  fruit. 

3475.  Have  you  ever  compared  the  Borough 
Market  tolls  with  the  tolls  in  other  markets  ? — No, 
I  have  not  thought  of  that. 

3476.  Have  you  any  opinion  to  express  on  behalf 
of  yourself  or  other  salesmen,  in  regard  either  to  the 
tolls  or  to  the  porterage  dues  ? — No,  only  what  I  tell 
you,  that  we  consider  they  are  very  excessive,  and  we 
should  like  to  get  them  off.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
it  is  a  great  drawback  to  us  to  have  all  these 
expenses. 

8477.  Have  you  any  reason  for  considering  them 
excessive  ? — The  only  reason  why  we  consider  them 
excessive  is,  because  this  amount  every  year  out  of 
our  pockets  means  a  great  drawback  to  our  business. 
For  instance,  a  salesman  may  stay  there  all  his  life 
and  work  hard,  and  at  the  end  of  his  life  he  may  find 
himself  very  little  better  off.  Then  we  pay  over 
100/.  for  the  rent  of  ground. 

3478.  If  the]*e  is  a  vacant  stall  in  the  market,  is 
there  much  competition  for  it  ? — I  must  confess  that 
there  are  not  very  often  stalls  to  be  let. 

3479.  And  then  is  there  a  competition  for  them  ? — 
No ;  there  might  be  one  or  two  applications  for  a  stall, 
but  they  are  scarcely  ever  to  be  let  for  long ;  in  fact 
they  are  scarcely  ever  to  be  let.  If  a  man  knew 
another  man  was  going  away,  he  might  try  to  get  his 
place. 

3480.  If  the  rents  were  reduced,  you  would 
obviously  have  a  larger  competition  in  your  business  ? 
—No  doubt.  We  are  commission  salesmen  ;  we  sell 
on  commission  the  produce  of  the  country.  These 
items,  .which  you  see,  amounting  to  considerably  over 
200/.  a  year  on  an  average,  have  to  be  taken  off  our 
commission.  But  there  are  plenty  of  people  in  the 
market  that  do  not  sell  on  commission,  but  buy  the 
things  at  a  sale,  so  that  they  have  an  advantage  over 
us.  For  instance,  there  are  about  20  shops  in  the 
market  where  they  do  not  pay  toll  at  all,  or 
porterage. 


3481.  How  is  that  ?— I  cannot  tell  you;  that  is  the 
rule  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  according  to  what  I 
can  see  of  it.  If  these  people  were  a  considerable 
distance  from  us  we  should  not  notice  it  so  much. 
But  the  nearest  stand  or  shop  to  my  place  of  business 
(they  are  shops  really)  is  about  50  yards  ofF,  and 
they  have  the  things  in  those  shops  that  they  do  not 
pay  cither  toll  or  porterage  upon. 

3482.  The  trustees  of  the  market,  who  have  been 
here  this  morning,  have  told  us  that  an  application 
was  made  to  Parliament  in  1875,  and  that  one  of  the 
objects  which  they  had  in  view  in  making  that  appli- 
cation was  to  place  matters  on  an  equality  between 
the  two  classes  whom  you  have  just  mentioned ;  do 
you  recollect  anything  about  that  application  to  Par- 
liament, or  why  it  was  refused  ?— I  cannot  say  that  I 
recollect  anything  of  it ;  but  what  I  state  to  you  as 
i-egards  the  stallage  and  porterage  in  different  [jarts  of 
the  market,  are  facts. 

3483.  You  do  not  recollect  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  Bill  of  1875  was  rejected  ?— No,  I  cann;jt 
say  that  I  do. 

3484.  Is  there  much  agitation  or  combination 
amongst  those  doing  business  in  the  market  to  bring 

any  pressure  upon  the  trustees  to  reduce  the  rents  ? 

Of  course,  as  I  have  already  stated,  neaily  every  sales- 
man in  the  market — nineteen  out  of  twenty — in  fact,  I 
might  say,  the  whole  lot  of  us,  would  like  to  see  this 
toll  taken  off.  It  stands  to  reason  that  the  200/.  a  year 
that  we  pay  in  the  shape  of  tolls  and  porterage,  keeps 
us  really  poor,  because  that  is  a  dead  loss  to  us  out 
of  the  money  we  earn  on  selling  the  things  on 
commission. 

3485.  Your  point,  as  I  understand,  is  that  the 
selling  on  commission  is  expcsed  to  much  larger  tolls 
than  other  sales  ? — No,  there  is  no  difference  in  them ; 
but  what  I  want  to  point  out  is  the  difference 
between  those  who  have  to  pay  tolls  and  porterage 
and  those  who  have  not  Supposing  that  I  sell 
150  tons  of  potatoes  a  week,  we  charge  7s.  6d.  for 
selling  them  ;  out  of  that  7*.  6^.  there  is  a  charge  of 
1*.  6d.  a  ton  for  toll  and  |)orterage  at  the  market. 
That  leaves  us  6*.  a  ton.  We  find  the  sacks,  and 
send  them  away,  but  that  is  a  small  matter.  Those 
people  who  do  not  pay  these  tolls  and  porterage  are 
getting  Is.  Qd.  a  ton  more  profit  than  we  are, 
and  they  can  afford  to  sell  lor  Is.  Qd.  a  ton  less  than 
we  can. 

3486.  What  is  the  difference  between  their  position 
and  yours  ? — ^Their  position  is  really  better  than  ours. 

3487.  Are  they  growers  ?— They  are  commission 
salesmen,  the  same  as  we  are. 

3488.  Do  they  not  pay  a  larger  rent  for  their 
houses?— No  doubt  they  do  pay  a  larger  rent,  but 
whether  they  do  pay  a  larger  rent  in  proportion  to 
what  we  pay  remains  to  be  seen. 

3489.  Have  you  no  means  of  finding  that  out? 

Yes,  I  might  find  it  out;  I  could  find  it  out,  I 
suppose. 

3490.  Have  you  never  thought  it  worth  while  (o 
find  that  out  ? — ^No,  I  never  gave  it  a  thought.  We 
are  under  the  impression  that  they  do  pay  more  rent. 
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Sapposing  that  a  man  has  a  shop  in  the  market,  and 
that  he  pays  200/.  a  year  rent,  which  would  be  about 
a  proper  sum,  I  should  think,  if  he  has  not  to  pay 
market  duen,  he  is  better  off  than  we  are.  Although 
I  am  a  young  man,  I  have  been  in  the  markot  all  my 
life,  and  that  is  my  experience.  If  you  take  the  tolls 
and  porterage  at  200/.  a  year  on  the  average,  and 
then  add  on  another  100/.  a  year  for  rent,  that  brings 
it  up  to  300/.  a  year. 

3491.  Then,  as  I  understand,  your  wish  is  that 
those  who  are  doing  business  side  by  side  should  be 
put  so  far  as  is  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  upon 
an  equality  P—Yes,  I  believe  that  is  the  wish  of 
everybody;  I  know  it  is  my  wish.  In  the  market 
we  are  all  in  one  position.  Por  instance,  with  regard 
to  these  other  people  selling  things  cheaper  than  we 
can,  a  grower  came  to  me  a  few  monlJis  ago,  and 
said  to  me :  *^  Mr.  Osmond,  I  should  like  to  send  you 
^^  more  potatoes  than  I  do,  but  I  cannot,  because  you 
<<  charge  me  7s,  6d,  a  ton  commission,  and  I  can  get 
*^  them  sold  in  other  markets,  for  instance,  the 
<<  Stratford  Market,  the  Great  Eastern  Market,  for 
«  6*.  a  ton." 

3492.  You  have  had  it  brought  under  your  notice 
by  the  growers  ? — ^Yes,  I  have. 

3493.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  wish  to 
bring  before  the  CQmmission? — There  is  one  little 
subject  that  I  should  like  to  bring  before  your  notice. 
The  growers,  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  can 
bring  a  large  two-horse  waggon  of  vegetables  into 
the  market  for  1^.  6d. ;  but  on  this  load  they  can 
bring  100  bags  of  green  stuff  upon  which  our  market 
dues  are  12^.  6d.  Those  growers,  or  I  should  say 
so-called  growers^  because  I  assure  you  half  of  them 
are  not  growers,  bring  their  produce  into  the  market 
for  Is.  6d.j  and  we  have  to  pay  I2s.  6d,  for  the  same 
amount  of  goods,  simply  because  we  are  commission 
salesmen.  Half  of  these  so-called  gi'owers  do  not 
hold  one  acre  of  ground. 

3494.  Why  is  no  means  taken  to  check  that  ? — 
That  I  cannot  say. 

3495.  Have  you,  as  a  commission  salesman,  feeling 
yourself  injured  by  this  state  of  things,  not  taken 
any  steps  to  have  it  remedied  ? — I  do  not  see  how 
we  can. 

3496.  You  have  never  made  a  representation  on 
the  subject? — We  have  not.  We  have  talked  about 
it,  but  it  would  not  do  for  one  person  individually 
to  talk  about  it.  I  must  confess  that  as  a  body  of 
salesmen  we  do  not  hold  together  as  we  ought  to  do. 
F(Hr  instance,  I  call  a  meeting,  and  they  say :  '^  We 
"  will  go  to  the  committee  and  tell  them  the  facts  "  ; 
but  they  do  not  go. 

3497.  Perhaps,  if  they  had  done  so,  you  would  not 
have  had  the  necessity  of  making  the  complaint  here? 
— Perhaps  so;  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  that 
suggestion. 

3498.  Are  the  accounts  of  the  market  published  ? 
—Yes. 

3499.  Are  they  open  to  inspection  ? — ^Yes,  every 
half  year. 

3500.  (Mr,  Childers.)  Do  you  consider  the  tolls 
high  ? — We  do  consider  them  rather  high. 

3501.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  tolls 
elsewhere,  in  other  markets  ? — I  do  not  know  much 
about  them,  because  we  look' after  our  own  business^ 
and  do  not  study  other  people. 

3502.  Do  you  think  that  the  market  ought  to  be 
enlarged  in  order  to  afford  the  necessary  convenience  ? 
— I  might  suggest  that  the  approaches  to  the  market 
are  in  a  most  horrible  condition.  I  may  mention 
that  we  are  not  only  commission  salesmen,  but  we 
are  growers  also ;  we  have  a  fruit  farm.  On  some 
mornings  I  go  cut  to  business  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  I  have  10  or  12  waggon  loads  of  fruit 
outside  of  my  place,  and  we  have  a  hard  job  to  get 
it  unloaded,  because  the  road  is  blocked  up  so. 

3503.  The  access  to  the  market  is  not  convenient  ? 
-No. 

3604.  And  yon  think  that  out  of  xthe  very  large 
profit  that  the  market  make  they  might  do  some- 


thing ? — Yes,    Of  course  you  are  well  aware  where 
the  money  goes  to. 

3505.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  said  that  you  paid  about 
200/.  a  year  in  tolls  and  porterage ;  how  much  would 
that  be  on  the  value  of  the  stun  sold ;  it  would  be  a 
very  insignificant  proportion,  would  it  not? — Yes. 

3506.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  value? — It  would 
be  a  penny  a  bag  on  potatoes. 

3507.  But  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  whole 
turn-over  ? — I  could  not  tell  you,  because  sometimes 
I  might  take  io  that  business  of  ours  14,000/.  a  year, 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other* 

3508.  And  the  tolls  and  porterage  upon  that  would 
not  be  more  than  200/.  ? — ^No,  you  can  call  it  just  over 
200/. 

3509.  Do  you  complain  of  the  charge  for  porterage  ? 
— The  majority  of  the  salesmen  in  our  market  would 
like  to  see  that  porterage  taken  off*,  buf^  speaking 
individually,  I  should  not. 

3510.  Do  they  charge  you  more  than  it  would  cost 
you  to  do  it  yourself  ? — We  should  not  be  much  better 
off  if  we  had  it  taken  off*.  At  this  time  of  the  year  we 
should  be  better  off.  Now  I  have  two  men  standing 
in  my  place  with  nothing  to  do.  As  the  vans  draw 
up  I  have  to  send  the  porters  round  to  unload  them, 
and  my  men  are  standing  there.  In  the  summer  time 
we  are  glad  of  the  help,  because  we  have  not  got 
strength  enough  on.  Had  we  that  extra  strength  on, 
no  doubt  it  would  come  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  the 
same  money  ;  but,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  majority 
of  the  salesmen  are  in  favour  of  having  it  taken 
off.  ^ 

3511.  The  market  trustees  claim  the  right  of 
porterage  of  all  your  goods  ? — Yes,  they  do. 

3512.  Has  that  ever  been  disputed  ? — ^No,  and  I 
will  give  you  another  instance.  We  have  a  load  of 
potatoes  drawn  up  as  I  say.  We  want  to  get  it 
unloaded,  and  we  have  sent  for  the  porters,  and  they 
are  busy.  If  I  want  that  load  of  potatoes  unloaded 
and  placed  in  a  certain  position  on  my  place,  I  roust 
put  my  own  men  to  do  it,  and  then  they  charge  just 
the  same. 

3513.  (Sir  James  Corn/.)  In  the  case  that  you 
referred  to  just  now,  you  ai'e  obliged  to  use  your  own 
men,  and  yet  you  have  to  pay  the  market  trustees  for 
porterage? — Quite  so.  They  say  :  "We  unload 
"  them  to  oblige  yourself";  but  when  you  have  a  lot 
of  stuff  there  to  sell  you  want  to  unload  and  to 
sell  it. 

3514.  But  you  think  that  the  regulation  with 
reference  to  the  market  trustees  having  the  charge  of 
the  porters,  is  on  the  whole  advantageous  to  tlie 
market.^ — ^I  think  so  myself.  As  I  say,  I  am  only 
giving  my  individual  opinion  now.  I  do  not  come 
here  on  behalf  of  other  salesmen.  As  I  say,  there  are 
times  in  the  year  when,  if  I  wanted  to  unloaa  my  own 
stuff,  I  should  want  to  put  on  more  help,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  we  should  probably  find  it  just  about 
the  same,  whichever  wi^  it  was. 

3515.  But  your  chief  complaint  is  that  there  are 
people  in  the  market  who  have  shops  there  that  pay  no 
toUage  ? — That  is  so. 

3516.  Do  they  pay  porterage  ? — ^They  do  not  pay 
porterage  because  their  own  men  unload  their 
goods. 

3517.  They  neither  pay  tolls  nor  porterage  ? — No. 

3518.  Is  their  accommodation  much  better  than 
yours? — No,  they  have  a  large  shop.  The  only 
advantage  is  that  they  have  a  nice  house  to  live  in ; 
of  course  we  have  not  got  that  at  our  place.  We 
have  only  a  stand,  which  we  shut  up  at  night  time. 

3519.  {Mr.  Ficton.)  Do  those  people  who  have 
shops  do  their  porterage  for  themselves  ? — Yes. 

3520.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  You  were  mentioning 
that  you  would  like  to  see  tiie  tolls  reduced ;  are  you 
aware  whether  they  are  higher  than  those  at,  say 
Spitalfields  and  Covent  Gaiden  markets  ? — I  do  not 
think  they  are  higher.  If  I  had  been  asked  this 
question  before  I  came,  no  doubt  I  could  have  found 
out.  I  was  merely  called  here  about  the  tolls  and 
porterage. 


Mr, 
J.  Osmond. 

15  Mar.  188S. 
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3621.  {Mr,  McCarthy.)  You  say  that  the  ap- 
preaches  of  the  market  are  not  well  kept? — They  do 
not  seem  wide  enough  to  me,  but  if  I  told  the  Com- 
mittee so  they  would  tell  me  to  mind  my  own 
business. 

3522.  Is  the  market  itself  well  kept  and  clean  ? — 
Yes,  there  is  nothing  to  find  fault  with  in  it,  and  I 
must  confess  that  the  committee  are  gentlemen  if  you 
have  any  complaint  to  make. 

3523.  Have  you  made  complaints  ? — Yes,  of  losing 
goods  in  the  night-time.  It  is  not  like  a  shop ;  it  is 
really  like  an  open  space  in  a  square,  and  we  cover 
the  goods  over  with  iMigs. 

3624.  Are  the  complaints  attended  to  when  you 
make  them  ? — ^Yes,  but  I  suppose  that  is  a  thing  that 
they  cannot  help.  Supposing  that  this  toll  and  porter- 
age were  taken  off,  the  committee  have  power  to  raise 
our  rents.  That  is  another  item  that  ought  to  be  looked 
at. 

3525.  {Chairman.)  Are  you  here  as  representing 
any  body  of  salesman  ? — No,  none  at  all. 

3526.  Did  you  tender  your  own  evidence  ? — This 
is  really  my  own  evidence. 

3527.  But  did  you  come  here  at  your  own  initiative, 
or  were  you  asked  to  come  ? — Mr.  Holditch,  the  clerk 
to  the  market,  asked  me  if  I  would  come,  and  I  said, 
yes ;  but  what  questions  I  should  be  asked  here  he 
did  not  know  at  all. 

3528.  You  were  asked  t-o  come  by  the  clerk  to  the 
trustees? — Yes,  I  believe  your  secretary  wrote  to 
them  and  asked  them  to  send  a  person  from  the 
market.  With  regard  to  the  rent  of  the  ground  that 
we  occupy  we  are  quiet  satisfied  wiih  that ;  but  the 


great  grievance  in  the  market  is  this  excessive  toll 
and  porterage. 

3629.  {Mr.  Childers.)  How  are  the  porters  ap- 
pointed ;  do  they  apply  to  the  trustees  ? — Yes. 

3530.  Are  they  upon  a  list  ? — 1  hey  engage  them 
like  ordinary  men. 

3531.  Is  there  a  great  demand  for  the  i^pointment  ? 
— No.  Of  course  there  are  plenty  of  better  jobs  in 
the  market  that  they  get.  For  instance  they  get 
25s.  a  week,  and  they  may  pick  up  a  few  odd  shillings 
with  the  salesmen. 

3632.  Are  there  more  applicants  for  porters  places 
than  there  are  vacancies? — No,  when  they  want  a 
man  .they  get  another  man,  there  is  no  exti'a  rush  for 
them. 

3633.  {Mr.  Picton.)  With  regard  to  the  competi- 
tion for  shops  or  stands,  you  say  that  there  is  no  such 
competition  ? — ^N-o,  for  the  simple  reason  that  a  grower 
or  another  salesman  will  come  along,  and  will  say  to 
the  beadle,  "  I  should  like  to  sell  my  own  produce," 
or  *'  I  should  like  to  sell  on  commission/'  and  the 
beadle  would  say,  "  Well,  there  is  no  vacancy  now,*' 
and  he  would  refer  him  to  the  clerk,  and  the  clerk 
refers  him  to  the  trustees,  and  in  a  week  or,  so  if  there 
is  a  vacancy,  he  lets  him  know  about  it. 

3634.  Is  there  a  list  of  applicants  kept  ? — No. 
3636.  The  applicants  do  not  J'eceive  preference  in 

the  order  of  their  applications  ? — No.  I  could  take 
you  into  the  market  now  and  show  you  three  or  four 
places  empty,  because  this  time  of  the  year  is  very  bad. 
3536.  {Chairman.)  How  long  do  you  take  your 
place  for? — We  are  only  weekly  tenants.  We  pay 
every  week.     There  is  no  lease  and  no  agreement. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr. 
J.  Denton. 


Mr.  John  Denton  examined. 


3637.  {Chairma7i.)  We  understand  that  you  are  a 
costermonger.  engaged  chiefly  at  Spitalfields  Market? 
—Yes. 

3638.  Have  you  been  there  long  ? — Over  20  years. 
Where  I  go  to  Covent  Garden  ouce  I  go  to  Spital- 
fields 40  times. 

3539.  Are  you  appointed  by  others  to  come  here 
and  represent  their  case  to-day,  or  do  you  come  to 
speak  only  for  yourself? — Mr.  Horner  asked  me 
whether  I  would  come  down,  and  I  said,  yes  ;  and  I 
received  one  of  your  letters. 

3640.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  those  who  do  business  in  the  same  way  as 
yourself  in  Spitalfields  Market?  —  In  Spitalfields 
Market  we  can  buy  cheaper  than  we  can  at  other 
places. 

3641.  There  are  a  good  many  persons,  I  under- 
stand, employed  like  yourself  in  Spilalfields  Markets  ? 
—Yes. 

3542.  And,  knowing  many  of  them,  you  know,  I 
suppose,  their  views  and  wishes  in  a  general  way  ? — 
Yes,  there  are  a  lot  the  same  as  myself,  and  we  go 
there  and  the  one  tells  the  other.  If  any  of  my  friends 
go  to  any  other  market,  we  generally  meet  once  a 
day,  and  we  say,  *'  What  have  you  bought  ?  "  **  Well,'* 
they  would  say,  "  I  have  been  to  the  Garden,  or  to 
"  the  Borough ; "  and  we  tell  one  another  the  prices. 
If  they  buy  anything  cheaper  than  I  do,  they  tell  me, 
and  if  I  buy  anything  cheaper  than  they  do,  I  tell 
them. 

,3443.  There  is  constant  communication  between 
you  ? — Ye«.  Wo  generally  find  Spitalfields  Market 
the  cheapest  place. 

2444.  Will  you  tell  the  Commission  what  you  wish 
to  say  ? — If  we  buy  things  off  a  man  in  Spitalfields 
Market,  perhaps  it  is  two  or  three  months  before  we 
go  to  him  again.  We  never  buy  off^  a  man  regularly. 
If  one  man  cannot  give  us  what  we  want  and  another 
man  can,  we  buy  anywhere,  all  over  the  market. 

3646.  You  find,  on  the  whole,  that  what  you  want 
to  buy  is  cheaper  at  Spitalfields  Market  than  other 
places  r  — Yea. 


3546.  Do  you  know  why  that  is  ? — Because  more 
people  go  there ;  moi'e  growers  come  there. 

3547.  What  class  of  goods  do  you  deal  in  chiefly  ? 
— Anything  ;  whatever  is  in  season. 

3548.  Vegetables  and  fruit? — Yes;  greens,  fruit, 
or  anything  that  is  in  season ;  whatever  I  can  see 
the  biggest  shilling  out  of. 

3649.  Have  you  any  difficulties  or  grievances  to 
complain  of  at  Spitalfields  Market  ? — No.  H  I  buy 
20  or  30  dozen  of  greens,  or  cabbages,  or  savoys,  I 
come  with  a  two-horse  cart,  or  van,  or  barrow,  or 
whatever  it  is,  and  load  up. 

3560.  Are  you  subject  to  any  tolls  or  charges  when 
you  are  dealing  there  ? — No,  not  a  farthing. 

3651.  Is  there  any  request  that  you  have  to  make 
to  the  Commission  ? — No.  We  pull  in.  We  cannot 
pull  in  before  9  o'clock  at  any  market.  We  buy  at 
9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  We  might  buy  at  about  7 
or  8  o'clock,  but  then  we  have  to  Ftop  till  9,  because 
we  cannot  pull  our  carts  and  vans  in  till  then. 

3552.  Why  is  that? — Because  it  is  the  rule  of 
every  market  that  you  cannot  pull  in  until  after 
9  o'clock,  when  the  market  is  over. 

3553.  Do  you  know  the  reason  of  that? — I  think 
it  is  because  the  greengrocers  have  all  gone  away  by 
9  o'clock,  and  then,  whatever  stuff  is  left,  is  for  the 
likes  of  myself. 

3554.  The  cheaper  stuff?— Yes.  We  buy  a  lot 
of  things,  and  we  buy  it  much  cheaper  than  the 
greengrocers. 

8555.  You  have  been  in  the  market  before  9  o'clock 
yourself,  of  course  ? — Not  with  a  vehicle,  but  I  have 
been  there. 

3556.  To  see  the  produce  and  judge  of  the  prices  ? 
—Yes. 

3567.  The  people  who  buy  the  best  of  the  goods 
go  in  first,  and  then  what  is  left  is  sold  at  a  reduced 
rate  to  the  costermongers  ? — Yes.  Greengrocers  might 
go  to  the  market  at  about  4  or  5  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
They  must  buy,  and  they  must  get  home  by  about 
8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  They  have  to  buy  at 
whatever    price  it    is.     These  growers,   I   suppose. 
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know  that  the  likes  of  myself  will  clear  up  the  reAt 
of  the  staff  that  is  left,  and  they  stick  oat  for  their 
price  until  about  9  o'clock,  and  then,  when  the  market 
is  over,  we  buy  much  cheaper. 

3568.  It  would  not  be  any  advantage  to  you  to  fret 
into  the  market  earlier  ? — No,  because  the  growers 
hang  out  for  bigger  prices  until  about  9  o'clock. 

3559.  Do  you  do  a  large  business.  Have  you 
more  than  one  barrow  or  cart? — I  have  a  stall  in 
Chapel  Street ;  in  fact,  I  have  two ;  but  I  buy  a  lot 
of  stuff,  and  I  have  to  sell  it  very  cheap,  or  else  I 
could  not  sell  it 

3560.  Do  you  sell  it  entirely  at  a  fixed  stall,  or  do 
you  move  about  at  all  ?— I  sell  it  in  Chapel  Street, 
at  a  fixed  stall. 

3561.  Are  there  many  of  you  who  sell  round  the 
streets  ? — ^I  have  done  so,  but  not  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years. 

3562.  Do  you  find  that  there  is  much  difference  in 
price  from  day  to  da)',  or  do  you  clear  off  at  9  o'clock 
at  pretty  much  the  same  prices  ? — The  price  varies. 
We  have  to  buy  cheap,  because  if  we  did  not  buy 
cheap  we  could  not  sell  cheap,  and  if  we  could  not 
sell  cheap  we  could  not  sell  a  quantity,  and  if  we  did 
not  sell  a  quantity  it  would  not  pay  us. 

3563.  Does  the  price  change  much  from  day  to 
day? — ^Yes,  particularly  in  the  pea  season.  Some- 
times you  can  buy  20  bags  of  peas  on  the  Friday  at 
about  3/.  or  31.  10^.,  and  perhaps  they  are  worth 
71.  on  the  Saturday;  or,  perhaps,  it  would  be  the 
reverse,  and  they  might  come  down  on  the 
Saturday. 

3564.  Therefore,  your  trade  is  a  somewhat  risky 
trade;  you  have  to  take  the  chances  of  the  prices 
going  up  and  down  ? — Yes. 

3^5.  You  cannot  charge  y»mr  customers  very 
differently  ? — No,  because  if  we  do  not  sell  all  round 
one  price  they  will  say,  "  We  can  as  well  go  without 
them  as  with  them." 

3566.  Where  you  sell  are  there  a  good  many 
stalls? — Yes,  there  are  a  great  many  stalls  and 
shops. 

3567.  About  how  many  stalls  would  there  be  ? — 
I  should  think  about  100,  besides  shops.  Where  I 
am,  there  are  stalls  on  both  sides  of  the  way. 

3568.  The  carriages  go  down  the  middle,  and  the 
footpath  is  on  the  other  side  of  you,  and  then  there 
are  shops  inside  the  footpath  ? — Yes. 

3569.  How  often  in  the  week  are  there  those  100 
.stalls  there  ? — ^That  h  every  day. 

3570.  There  is  no  special  market  day  in  your 
district  ? — No. 

3571.  Do  you  suppose  that  you  supply  practically 
almost  the  whole  of  the  poorer  class  from  your  stalls  ? 
— Yes,  I  do;  besides,  it  is  not  only  me,  but  every- 
body the  same  as  myself  sells  wonderful  cheap,  and 
sells  H  good  deal  of  stuff  to  get  a  little  proHt,  and 
the  people  come  from  far  and  near  to  this  place. 

3572.  You  would  say  that  of  the  poorer  people,  as 
a  rule,  the  majority  get  their  wants  supplied  from 
stalls  like  your  own  ? — Yes. 

3573.  Do  vou  hear  any  complaint  of  the  things 
you  sell  ? — We  never  have  any  complaint. 

3574.  You  always  supply  good  articles  ? — Yes, 
good  articles,  and  cheap. 

3575.  Are  you  exposed  to  any  inconvenience  from 
the  police  or  from  other  people  trying  to  move  you 
away  from  where  you  have  been  accustomed  to  sell  ? 
— They  cannot  very  well  move  us,  because  it  is  a 
bond  fide  market  street,  ours  is.  We  have  to  have 
nine-foot  boards,  and  three  feet  wide,  and  four  feet  in 
between. 

3576.  Is  there  any  parish  or  other  authority  that 
gives  you  leave  to  take  up  your  particular  place  ? — 
No. 

3577.  But  the  street  has  been  a  market  street  for  a 
great  many  years  ? — For  a  great  many  years. 

3578.  When  you  first  took  up  your  stall  there,  had 
you  to  get  anyt)ody's  leave  to  go  there  ? — No  ;  we 
put  our  boards  on  trestles,  and  started  selling ;  only 
the  police  came  up,  and  told  us  to  have  our  boards 


measured,  nine  feet  long,  and  three  feet  wide,  and  four 
feet  in  between ;  that  is  all. 

3570.  Once  having  taken  your  position,  you  are  not 
liable  to  be  interfered  with? — ^No;  as  long  as  we 
keep  the  place  dean,  and  there  are  no  rows,  nobody 
interferes  with  us. 

3580.  If  you  were  away  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
did  not  occupy  your  stall,  would  anybody  else  take 
posse  -sion  of  the  place  ? — Of  course,  if  anybody  put  in 
there,  I  could  do  nothing. 

3581.  All  that  you  have  to  be  sure  of  is  that  your 
stall  is  occupied  every  day  ? — ^Yes. 

3582.  If  so,  nobody  interferes  with  you  ? — No. 
3583    You  get  a  sort  of  right  or  privilege  to  remain 

there  ? — Yes  ;  as  long  as  we  keep  our  things  in  proper 
order,  nobody  interferes. 

3584.  You  pay  no  footing,  or  anything  of  that 
sort  ? — No. 

3585.  And  you  do  not  pay  the  police  anything  ?— 
Certainly  not 

3586.  And  they  take  as  much  care  of  you  as  they 
do  of  the  shopkeepers  ? — Yes,  they  do  the  same  with 
us  as  tliey  do  with  the  shopkeepers.  As  long  as  they 
see  no  fault  they  never  grumble. 

3587.  Do  you  think  that  the  amount  of  business 
that  the  costermongers  do  is  about  the  same,  or  is  it 
increasing? — About  the  same. 

3588.  As  long  as  you  can  remember  ? — Yes. 

3589.  How  long  have  you  had  a  stall  ? — My  wife 
had  a  stall  first,  that  is  about  20  years  ago,  and  then 
we  got  married,  and  we  have  carried  on  the  same 
since. 

3590.  And  before  that  you  moved  about? — Ye«, 
round  the  streets. 

3591.  {Sir  James  Cony,)  When  you  were  moving 
about  the  streets,  did  you  find  any  inconvenience  from 
interference  by  the  police  ? — ^No.  They  would  not 
allow  us  to  stop  on  any  crossing,  but  as  long  as  we 
kept  round  the  streets  off  the  crossings,  we  could  pull 
up  and  serve  anybody  without  any  interference. 

3592.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  about  the 
interference  of  the  police  wiUi  the  costermongers  ? — 
No. 

3593.  Was  it  in  about  the  same  locality  that  you 
are  in  now  that  you  went  about  the  streets  ? — ^Yes, 
within  about  a  mile  or  something  like  that. 

3594.  I  suppose  there  is  considerable  competition 
amongst  the  costermongers  for  the  v^etables  and 
things  when  it  comes  to  9  o'clock  in  the  market? 
— ^Yes ;  the  growers  know  about  9  o'clock  that  they 
have  got  to  let  us  have  them  or  else  keep  them,  and 
they  do  not  like  to  keep  their  things,  so  that  we  have 
them  at  our  own  price,  very  near. 

3595.  Do  you  buy  by  auction  ? — No,  not  unless  we 
go  to  Co  vent  Garden  and  buy  foreisrn  fniit  or  apples ; 
we  buy  them  by  auction,  but  not  green  stuff,  unless  it 
is  the  very  large  foreign  lettuces ;  we  might  buy  them 
by  auction. 

.    3596.  The  rule  is  that  you  buy  privately  from  the 
growers  ? — Yes. 

3597.  Do  you  buy  from  the  commission  salesmen 
at  all  ? — No,  not  unless  a  load  might  be  sent  up  by 
rail  and  taken  in,  and  then  we  buy  from  conmiission 
salesmen  ;  but  we  generally  buy  off  the  growers. 

3598.  {Mr  Picton.)  Spitalfields  is  the  only  market, 
is  it,  at  which  you  deal? — Ii  is  not  the  only  one, 
because  if  we  did  not  go  there  we  should  have  to  go 
to  Covent  Garden,  or  else  to  the  Borough  Market; 
but  Spitalfields  is  the  chief  place  that  we  deal  at. 

3599.  Do  you  go  to  the  Borough  Market  some- 
times  ? — Very  rarely  we  do. 

3600.  You  find  no  advantage  in  going  there? 
— ^No,  Spitalfields  is  about  the  best  market  we  can 
find. 

3601.  Why  do  you  not  find  it  to  your  advantage 
to  go  to  the  Borough  Market;  are  not  the  goods 
to  be  had  so  cheap  there  as  at  Spitalfields  ? — There 
are  things  at  the  Garden  or  the  Borough  Market 
which  fetch  very  nearly  double  the  amount  of  money 
that  they  do  at  Spitalfields,  because  more  green-stuff 
comes  to  Spitalfields  than  to  the  other  markets.    At 
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Covcnt  Garden  then^  aro  more  of  the  West  End 
people,  and  the  likes  of  myself  has  not  much  of  an 
oppoitunity  to  buy. 

3602.  The  fact  is,  that  there  are  goods  left  over  at 
Spitalfields,  whereas  there  are  not  goods  left  over  at 
Covent  Garden  or  the  Borough  Market  ? — That  is  it. 
At  times  you  can  buy  off  people  at  the  Borough 
Market  or  at  Covent  Garden,  but  not  so  well  as  you 
can  at  Spitalfields. 

3603.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  of  access  to  the 
Borough  Market? — Only  just  about  the  same.  Tou 
cannot  get  in  before  9  o'clock. 

3604.  There  is  the  same  rule  there  as  there  is  at 
Spitalfields  ?— Yes. 

3605.  (Mr,  LiUle,)  Where  is  this  Chapel  Street 
where  you  stand  ? — In  Pentonville ;  near  the  Angel 
at  Islington. 


3606.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  When  you  buy  vege- 
tables at  Spitalfields  and  sell  them  outside^  is  there 
on  the  part  of  the  market  authorities  any  claim  for 
toll  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — No. 

3607.  You  sell  sometimes,  I  suppose,  in  Commer- 
cial Street  or  Brick  Lane  ?— No ;  I  load  my  cart,  or 
van,  or  barrow,  whatever  it  might  be,  and  take  my 
things  right  home. 

3008.  You  go  always  to  Chapel  Street  ?— -Yes. 

3609.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  more  tliat 
you  wish  to  say  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
else. 

3610.  {Chairman.)  We  are  much  obliged  to  you, 
and  much  pleased  with  your  evidence.  You  have 
given  it  very  well. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr. 
M.  Tindeti, 


Mr.  Matthsw  Timlktt  examined. 


3611.  {Chairman.)  What  is  your  trade?  —  My 
trade  is  that  of  a  salesman  at  the  Borough  Market. 

3612.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Borough 
Market  ? — About  10  or  12  years,  on  and  off. 

3613.  Have  you  a  stand  there  ? — No,  I  am  an 
outside  man. 

3614.  Will  you  give  us  some  idea  of  what  that 
expression  means ;  what  is  the  nature  of  your 
business  ? — The  nature  of  my  business  is  that  some- 
times I  go  to  the  market,  and  sometimes  I  do  not ; 
I  am  only  a  poor  chap,  and  I  work  from  hand  to 
mouth.     I  have  got  a  father  and  mother  to  support. 

3615.  When  you  go  to  the  market  you  go  to  buy 
fi'oni  those  in  the  market? — Yes. 

3616.  When  you  have  bought  the  produce  in  the 
market  you  retail  it  to  the  consumer,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes. 

3617.  For  that  purpose  have  you  a  shop  or  stand 
in  the  street,  or  how  do  you  do  it? — I  stand  outside 
the  market,  and  I  pay  a  shilling:  a  morning  for  toll, 
and  that  clears  me  up  to  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

3618.  Do  you  pay  tbat  to  the  Borough  Market 
authorities  ? — Yes,  they  give  me  a  shilling  toll  ticket. 

3619.  Are  you  outside  the  market  ?--J us t  outside 
the  market,  quite  at  the  corner. 

3620.  Do  you  mean  the  comer  near  St.  Saviour's 
Church  ? — ^Near  the  Hop  Exchange. 

3621.  Is  that  near  where  the  railway  passes  over  ? 
— ^No,  it  is  more  in  the  new  street. 

3622.  You  sell  to  the  people  who  use  the  vege 
tables  ? — Yes,  that  is  quite  right. 

3623.  Have  you  any  representation  to  make  to  the 
Commission  about  the  business  in  the  mai*ket;  is 
there  any  grievance  that  you  think  might  be  remedied  ? 
— I  do  not  think  there  is  any  grievance  whatever. 

3624.  You  have  no  complaint  t^  make? — No.  I 
buy  a  few  things  off  the  people  in  the  market,  and  I 
take  them  and  sell  them,  and  I  pay  a  shilling  toll.  I 
am  there  about  four  mornings  a  week. 

3625.  That  is  all  you  pay  ?— That  is  all. 

3626.  Are  there  many  in  the  same  condition  as 
yourself  ? — There  might  be  two  or  three  ;  I  cannot 
mention  anybody  else. 

3627.  {Mr.  Childers.)  I  do  not  quite  understand 
how  you  do  your  busines:^.  Do  you  take  the  goods 
outside  the  market  and  sell  them  outside,  or  do  you 
pay  your  shilling  for  the  right  of  taking  somebody  in 
to  buy  in  the  market? — I  stand  outside  a  public 
house,  called  Mr.  Colley's,  on  a  piece  of  waste 
ground. 

•  3628.  Open  to  the  air? — Open  to  the  air. 
3629.  And  you  have  the  right  of  buying  what  you 
like  in  the  market,  taking  it  to  your  little  stand,  and 
selling  it  ? — Yes.  There  is  toll  paid  on  the  market 
things  that  I  buy,  and  1  pay  a  shilling  toll,  and  clear 
away  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  have  been  in 
the  market,  but  I  have  not  got  the  capital  to  uphold 
a  higher  pot^ition  than  I  am  in.  If  I  had  the  capital 
I  .«;hould  like  a  bigger  place. 


3630.  You  do  for  the  shilling  very  much  what  a 
costermonger  does,  who  goes  in  and  clears  things  out, 
and  sells  them  at  his  own  stand  a  mile  off? — That  is 
quite  right. 

3631.  {Sir  James  Corry.)  You  are  obliged  to  clear 
away  at  10  o'clock  ? — ^Yes. 

3632.  Supposing  that  your  goods  are  not  all  sold  at 
that  time,  what  do  you  do  ? — I  clear  them  away  home, 
and  bring  them  back  the  next  market  day.  I  do  not 
stand  there  on  by-days,  only  Tuesdays,  Thursdays, 
Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  I  have  got  an  old  father 
and  mother  to  support.  If  I  was  a  man  of  position,  I 
should  like  a  big  stand  in  the  market.  I  have  been 
in  the  market. 

3633.  Do  you  find  any  interference  from  the  police  ? 
— ^None  whatever.  I  always  keep  myself  sober  and 
respectable,  and  keep  my  place  clean. 

3634.  The  police  do  not  interfere  with  you  ? — Not 
at  all ;  I  am  too  respectable  for  that. 

3636.  We  have  heard  complaints  of  the  police 
interfering  with  the  costermongers  in  carrying  on 
their  business,  but  you  have  no  complaint  to  make  ? — 
No,  none  whatever.  They  never  make  any  com- 
plaints ;  I  think  I  am  liked  too  much. 

3636.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
would  like  to  say  ? — ^Nothing  more,  only  I  think  the 
toll  people  are  very  good  people,  and  they  say  good 
morning,  and  all  this,  and  that,  and  the  other.  But 
on  buying  the  things  in  the  market,  why  should  I 
have  to  pay  an  extra  toll  on  them  ? 

3637.  Do  you  mean  that  they  should  keep  up  the 
market  without  any  charge  ? — ^No,  but  there  should 
not  be  any  charge  upon  things  that  you  buy  in  the 
market  after  the  toll  has  been  paid. 

3638.  You  have  to  pay  a  charge  on  the  things 
which  you  buy  ? — If  we  buy  them  off  the  people,  wo 
have  to  pay  the  charges  on  them. 

3039.  How  much  a  year  do  you  pay  in  these  tolls  ? 
— I  only  pay  a  shilling  a  morning ;  but  if  I  buy  the 
things  from  a  grower,  inside  the  market,  why  should 
I  have  to  pay  a  toll  on  them  ?  It  is  his  place  to  pay 
it.  If  a  grower  fetches  in  a  van  load  of  things,  he  has 
to  pay  his  market  dues,  and  if  I  buy  them  ofl  him  why 
should  I  have  to  pay  it  ? 

3040.  You  think  that  the  charge  should  stop  with 
the  grower  ?  —It  ought  to  stop  with  the  grower  who 
fetches  the  goods  into  the  market ;  and  if  I  am  the 
purchaser  of  a  Joad  of  goods  let  him  pay  it. 

3641.  Would  it  not  come  to  this,  that  if  you  did 
not  pay  it  in  the  name  of  a  toll  to  him,  you  would 
have  to  pay  a  larger  price  for  the  load  of  goods  ? — 
No;  I  have  got  to  a^ree  with  him  whether  I  shall 
pay  toll  on  those  goods  or  not. 

3642.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  you  pay  in  a 
week,  or  a  month,  in  respect  of  this  toll  ? — 1  used  to 
pay  a  lot  of  money  when  I  was  in  a  higher  position, 
when  I  sold  10  or  12  boxes  of  oranges  in  a  morning. 
But  I  am  only  there  now  about  three  or  four  hours  of 
a  market  morning. 
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3643.  Last  week,  for  example,  how  much  did  you 
pay,  besides  your  shilling  a  day  ? — I  only  paid  4*., 
because  I  bought  them  to  sell  them ;  I  did  uot  buy 
them  in  the  market. 

3644.  What  is  the  largest  amount  that  you  have 
ever  paid  in  a  week  in  the  shape  of  dues  ? — I  daresay 
I  paid  4/.  or  61,  a  week  some  years  back. 

3645.  When  you  were  in  a  larger  way  of  business  ? 
— When  I  was  in  a  larger  way  of  business,  to 
Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr.  Abbott,  and  his  son.  Things 
have  altered  with  me  since,  as  they  have  with  a  lot 
more  people,  and  I  am  in  a  very  small  way  now . 

3646.  (Mr,  lAUle,)  Do  you  mean  that  you  pay  a 
toll  upon  goods  that  have  already  paid  a  toll  ?  If 
you  go  and  buy  greens  of  a  grower,  and  he  has  paid 
toll  when  he  brought  his  waggon  in,  do  you  have  to 


pay  another  toll  when  you  buy  the  goods  ? — No,  not 
unleBs  I  buy  them  in  Covent  Garden,  or  any  other 
market.  But  some  growers,  when  you  buy  a  load  of 
tops  of  them,  want  you  to  pay  the  toll. 

3647.  That  is  an  agreement  with   the   sellers? — 
Yes,  that  is  quite  riicht. 

3648.  {M^.  Charrington,)  The  same  goods  do  not 
pay  toll  twice  over  ? — No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

3649.  {Mr.  Childers.)  Not  to  the  market  autho- 
rities ? — No. 

3660.  And  1#.  is  the  amount  that  you  pay  as  toll  ? 
— ^Yes. 

3651.  {Mr.  Picton,)  The  grower  tries  to  make  you 
pay  the  toll  ? — He  does. 

3652.  {Mr,  Childers.)  To  pay  it  to  him,  not  to  the 
market  people  ? — Yes,  that  is  right. 


Mr, 
M.  Timlett. 

15  Mar.  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  Georql  Shave  and  Mr.  Robbbt  Buntan  examined. 


3653.  ( The  Chairman^  to  Mr.  Bunyan.)  You  are 
oostermongers  dealing  from  Covent  Garden,  we 
understand  ? — From  Covent  Garden  ;  we  deal  at  the 
Garden  entirely. 

3654.  Have  you  been  long  in  the  business  ?  — 
Thirty.five  years. 

{Mr.  Shave.)  I  have  been  in  it  40  years  and  over. 

8655.  You  are  probably  conversant  with  the 
opinions  of  many  others  besides  yourselves  who  deal 
from  the  market? — Yes,  we  mostly  speak  to  each 
other  a  word  about  prices  and  different  things. 

{Mr,  Bunyan.)  If  the  market  is  bad  we  ask  any 
other  person  that  comes  from  the  Borough  Market 
how  things  are  there. 

3656.  {To  Mr.  Shave.)  Have  you  any  special 
complaint  that  you  wish  to  bring  bdPore  the 
Commission  ? — ^The  only  thing  that  I  should  speak  of 
would  be  in  the  higgling  line.  I  will  explain  that 
to  you.  There  are  a  class  of  men  there  J^hat  keep  a 
bit  of  a  stand ;  you  may  say  that  they  are  salesmen, 
but  they  are  not  the  people  that  the  things  are  sent 
up  to  to  sell. 

3657.  Are  you  in  business  in  the  market,  or  do  you 
buy  things  in  the  market  and  sell  them  outside  ? — ^I 
buy  them  and  sell  them  round. 

3658.  You  go  round  the  streets  ? — I  go  round  the 
streets  at  the  West  End. 

3659.  How  do  you  get  your  things  ;  do  you  go  to 
the  market  in  the  morning  ?  —  I  go  there  in  the 
morning. 

3660.  At  what  time  ? — Sometimes  at  5  or  6  ;  and 
7  o'clock  is  the  latest  that  I  go ;  I  do  not  wait  for 
the  kite  markets. 

3661.  Are  your  purchases  made  before  7  o'clock  in 
the  morning  ? — ^No,  up  to  8. 

3662.  When  you  have  made  your  purchases,  you 
put  your  thinss  on  your  barrow,  and  take  them  out  to 
where  you  sell  them  ? — Yes. 

3663.  Is  that  what  is  called  the  higgling  ? — No,  the 
higglers  stand  round,  and  before  we  get  to  the  market, 
it  might  be  at  4  o'clock,  they  see  how  the  things 
are  being  sold  from  the  vans,  and  they  purchase  a  lot, 
perhaps  10/.  or  20/.  worth,  and  they  will  put  a  price 
on  them ;  and  you  shall  walk  all  round  and  you  cannot 
get  the  things  so  cheap,  from  their  buying  them  from 
the  vans,  as  you  woidd  otherwise  do.  They  put  a 
price  on  them,  and  you  cannot  buy  them  under. 

3664.  This  is  a  class  of  men  who  come  in  between 
you  and  the  people  who  bring  the  goods  into  the 
market  ? — ^Yes. 

3665.  That  is  what  you  complam  of  ?— That  is 
what  I  complain  of;  and  I  daresay  many  others, 
because  the  higglers  get  the  produce  in  their  hands, 
and  you  cannot  get  it  out  unless  you  pay  the  price 
that  they  want. 

3666.  And  that  you  consider  has  the  effect  of 
raising  the  price  to  you  and  others  like  yourself? — 
I  do. 

3667.  Has  that  been  going  on  as  long  as  you  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  market? — ^Yeiy  nearly ;  and 
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it  gets  worse  instead  of  better ;  and  especially  just 
now,  when  things  are  dear,  they  put  the  price  on. 
They  purchase  them  from  the  regular  salesmen. 

3668.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  buy  things  from 
the  gix)wer8  and  salesmen  ? — Yes,  but  not  in  that  way ; 
only  for  my  own  sale,  with  my  cart  or  barrow. 

3669.  Have  others  like  you  made  any  attempt  to 
get  rid  of  this  class  of  tradesmen  to  whom  you  object  ? 
— It  has  been  talked  about  by  a  great  many  people  in 
the  market ;  directly  the  higglers  get  hold  of  things, 
up  goes  the  price  of  anything. 

3670.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  as  to  the 
regulations  of  the  market  which  would  make  it  more 
dimcult  for  these  higglers  to  do  as  you  say  ? — ^No,  I 
do  not  think  I  could  propose  anything. 

3671.  You  do  not  know  what  it  is  that  gives  them 
this  power? — ^It  is  only  their  having  a  little  more 
money  than  such  as  us  poor  people  that  can  only  go 
and  lay  out  a  1/.  or  30*.  or  something  like  that. 
They  can  go,  perhaps,  and  buy  a  waggon  load  of  things 
at  a  price. 

3672.  What  sort  of  goods  do  you  deal  in 
principally  ? — ^All  sorts  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  apples, 
potatoes,  cabbages,  and  so  on. 

3673.  Have  you  ever  tried  buying  in  any  other 
market  ? — I  have  been  down  to  the  Great  Northern, 
and  we  get  potatoes  cheaper  there,  but  it  is  a 
long  journey  to  go  there.  If  the  people  the  things 
belong  to  send  them  up  to  Covent  Garden,  they  have 
to  pay  more  expenses,  both  in  men  and  cattle  and 
everything  else. 

3674.  And  your  trade,  when  you  have  bought  the 
goods,  is  at  the  West  End  ?— The  West  End,  about 
South  Audley  Street,  Farm  Street  Mews,  and  Hays 
Street  Mews. 

3675.  What  class  of  people  do  you  supply  ? — The 
coachmen  and  grooms,  and  Likewise  the  inhabitants  of 
South  Audley  Street  and  South  Street. 

3676.  {Mr.  Childers.)  You  do  not  see  your  way,  I 
suppose  to  prohibiting  the  higglers  from  carrying  on 
their  business  in  the  market  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  we 
could  do  that,  unless  it  was  taken  up  in  a  proper  way, 
to  suppress  them. 

8677.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  get  the  ad- 
vantage which  money  always  gives,  more  or  less  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  exactly  my  meaning. 

3678.  As  to  your  method  of  trade,  we  have  heard 
in  other  cases  that  the  costermongers  do  not  come 
into  the  market  until  the  tradesmen  have  swept  the 
market,  and  that  then  the  costermongers  come  in 
later  in  the  day;  do  you  go  in  at  the  very 
beginning  when  the  market  opens? — Yes,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  market,  from  6  to  8  o'clock, 
and  sometimes  in  the  summer  at  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  am  what  they  call  "  the  early  man 
round."  That  is  the  name  they  give  me,  having 
been  round  so  many  years. 

3679.  You  are  not  kept  out  of  the  market  by  the 
rich  West  End  tradesmen  who  purchase  early  in  the 
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-.    p         day,  but  you  have  your  chance  against  them  ? — ^Yes, 
Shavi  tind     '^^  ^^  6®*  there,  and  purchase  as  well  as  they  can. 
Mr,  if.  3680.  The  market  authorities  do  not  say  that  the 

Bunyan.       shopkeepers  shall  come  first,  and  that  you  shall  come 

afterward,  but  you  all  have  your  chances  alike? — 

15  Mar.  1S88.'  yes,  we  b\\  get  our  chances  alike. 

3681.  What  do  you  pay  for  going  in  ? — There  is 
no  charge  of  any  kind. 

3682.  Are  you  perfectly  free  to  go  in  and  buy 
where  you  like  and  as  you  like  ? — Yes. 

3683^  There  is  no  toll  put  upon  your  goods  when 
you  take  them  out  ? — No. 

3684.  When  you  take  them  out,  do  you  take  them 
out  in  a  cart  or  waggon  ? — ^No,  we  have  a  porter  with 
a  basket.  He  has  a  knot,  and  if  we  buy  a  tally  of 
greens,  he  will  take  them,  if  they  are  large,  in  three 
turns,  at  2d,  a  turn. 

3685.  Do  you  sell  them  in  South  Audley  Street 
and  Sheppard's  Market ;  is  that  within  your  district  ? 
—Yes. 

3686.  When  you  get  them  there,  have  you  a  stand 
there  ? — No,  I  move  about  and  halloo  them. 

3687.  Do  you  do  that  every  day  ? — Every  day 
except  Sundays. 

3688.  As  you  move  about,  are  you  ever  impeded 
or  hindered  at  all,  or  are  you  allowed  to  move  about 
freely  ? — Yes,  with  perishable  goods. 

3689.  The  police  do  not  interfere  with  you  at  all  ? 
—No. 

3690.  And  you  may  stop,  I  suppose,  for  some 
minutes  here  and  there  in  the  streets,  and  then  move 
on  ? — Yes,  you  may  stop  and  serve  a  house  if  it  takes 
half  an  hour.  If  vou  are  serving  you  are  never 
interfered  with. 

3691.  You  said  that  you  served  gentlemen's  ser- 
vants, and  also  houses ;  is  it  chiefly  the  poor  whom 
you  supply  ? — Middle  class  people. 

3692.  It  is  not  a  very  poor  neighbourhood,  but  I 
suppose  there  are  some  poor  people  about  there  ? — 
There  are. 

3693.  Do  they  get  their  goods  chiefly  from  you  ? — 
They  do. 

3694.  Do  you  think  that  the  habit  of  buying  from 
the  costermongers  is  increasing?  —  Yes,  I  believe 
it  is. 

3695.  You  are  always  very  careful,  I  suppose,  that 
vthe  goods  you  sell  should  be  clean  and  in  good  order, 
and  that  people  should  not  be  able  to  say  that  they 
are  inferior  stuff  ? — I  always  keep  them,  properly,  and 
sell  the  best  that  I  can  get. 

3696.  And  you  find,  as  the  result  of  that,  that  you 
are  able  to  sell  freely,  not  only  amongst  poor  people, 
or  dinai-ily  speaking,  but  amongst  the  middle  class  ? — 
Yes,  I  do  find  that. 

3697.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  selling  at 
a  fixed  stall  in  one  of  the  little  markets,  one  of  the 
street  markets  ? — No,  not  vegetables. 

3698.  Have  you  hnd  experience  of  selling  any- 
thing else  in  such  markets? — Yes,  I  had  lo  years  in 
the  toy  and  crockery  line  in  Newport  Markets 

3699.  But  not  in  soiling  vegetable  produce  ? — No. 

3700.  You  know  nothing  of  the  little  markets 
about  the  town,  where  diere  are  a  number  of 
stationary  stalls,  and  people  sell  from  the  stalls  ? — 
Not  particularly. 

3701.  Your  experience  is  in  travelling  around  the 
streets,  in  fact,  the  regular  costermongers'  work  ? — 
Yes. 

3702.  {Mr,  Picton.)  I  should  like  to  understand  a 
little  more  clearly  .who  these  higglers  are ;  do  they 
rent  stands  in  the  market  ? — ^Yes. 

3703.  They  are  inside  the  market? — ^Inside  the 
market. 

3704.  Do  the  people  who  bring  their  goods  to  the 
market  in  vans  favour  them  ? — I  should  say  yes. 

3705.  That  is  to  say,  if  you  went  .up  to  a  van  at 
the  same  time  as  a  higgler,  the  higgler  would  buy 
the  whole  van  load,  and  you  could  not  get  what  you 
wantiHl  .'* — If  lie  bought  half  at  the  pricn,  he  would 
get  it  much  cheaper  than  I  should ;  because,  if  he 
bought  50  tally  of  cabbages,  there  is  the  money  down 


for  them  ;  and,  perhaps,  he  would  pay  bs.  a  tally  for 
them ;  but,  if  I  wanted  them,  I  should  have  to  paj 
8*.  for  one  single  tally. 

3706.  And  you  are  obliged  to  buy  from  the 
higglers  ? — If  we  cannot  get  them  from  anyoody  else  ; 
very  often  we  are  obliged  at  this  time  of  the  year  to 
buy  them  from  the  higglers. 

3707.  From  what  you  have  said,  I  gather  that 
yours  is  quite  a  difierent  kind  of  business  from  that 
which  is  done  at  Spitalfields  Market  ? — Spitalfields 
Market,  I  daresay,  is  carried  on  very  much  iu  the 
same  way. 

8708.  But  Our  information  is  that  there  the  coster- 
mongers go  into  the  market  about  8  or  9  o'clock, 
and  buy  up  what  is  left  ? — They  get  them  a  great 
deal  cheaper. 

3709.  But  you  do  not  pursue  that  plan  ? — I  do  not. 

3710.  The  consequence  is  that  you  do  a  higher 
class  of  trade  ? — Yes,  I  may  say  so. 

3711.  The  costermongers  at  Spitalfields  supply  the 
very  poor,  but  you  do  not  supply  the  very  poor? — 
No,  I  do  not ;  [  supply  the  middle  class. 

3712.  We  have  had  information  that  Co  vent 
Grardeu  Market  was  not  adapted  for  costermongers, 
and  that  thei*e  was  very  little  costermongers'  busi- 
ness done  at  Covent  Garden ;  is  that  so  ? — ^I  deny 
that ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  done. 

3713.  The  reiu  truth  would  be,  I  suppose,  that  it  is 
a  diflerent  class  of  costermongers'  business  ? — ^People 
who  live  a  little  way  out  come  up  every  market  day, 
and  they  will  wait  the  market,  as  they  term  it,  that  is 
to  say,  if  the  market  falls,  and  the  price  is  not  got, 
and  there  are  lots  of  things  left,  they  can  buy  them  at 
their  own  price. 

3714.  You  do  not  try  other  markets  at  all  ?— -I  do 
not. 

3715.  Spitalfields  Market  is  of  no  use  to  you  ? — 
No. 

3716.  Nor  the  Borough  Market? — No;  I  have 
been  over  there,  and  bought  potatoes,  to  be  sure. 
You  get  them  cheaper  than  you  would  at  the  Garden, 
but,  in  the  long  run,  they  come  quite  as  dear. 

3717.  Why? — Because  of  the  expenses  of  going 
for  them  and  bringing  them  home. 

3718.  {Mr,  Maclean,)  How  long  have  you  been 
trading  at  Covent  Garden  ? — I  have  been  over  43 
years. 

3719.  All  the  time  at  Covent  Garden? — Yes,  all 
the  time  at  Covent  Garden.  I  have  lived  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Ann's  ail  those  years. 

3720.  Is  that  near  Covent  Garden  ?— Yes. 

3721.  Do  these  higglers  only  sell  to  the  coster- 
mongers ? — They  sell  to  anybody. 

3722.  Do  you  always  go  on  the  same  bejit  ? — Yes, 
every  day. 

3723.  And  you  have  regular  customers,  I  suppose  ? 
—Yes. 

3724.  And  they  know  pretty  well  the  time  when 
you  come  ? — Yes. 

3725.  What  time  do  you  get  done  ? — About  half- 
past  1  or  2  o'clock ;  sometimes  at  half-past  2  in  the 
summer,  or  3  o'clock. 

3726.  1  want  to  ascertain  a  little  more  closely,  if  I 
can,  ^he  class  of  customers  that  you  supply  ? — Grooms 
and  private  houses. 

3727.  Private  houses  in  South  Audley  Street  ? — 
In  South  Audley  Street,  and  South  Street  and  Chapel 
Street. 

3728.  Do  you  take  your  goods  on  a  barrow,  or  in  a 
cart  with  a  horse  ? — On  a  barrow  lately.  I  had  a 
horse  and  cart  once,  but  I  lost  it  in  the  market ;  it 
was  stolen  from  me. 

3729.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  It  was  stated  that  in 
Spitalfields  the  costermongers  had  the  opportunity, 
when  the  regular  market  was  over,  of  buying  what 
was  left  very  dieaply ;  have  you  the  same  opportunity 
at  Covent  Garden  ? — Yes,  if  there  is  anything  left. 

3730.  Perhaps  there  is  not  so  often  as  much  left 
theio  as  there  is  at  Spitalfields? — No;  there  is  one 
portion  of  the  market  where  the  waggons  are  alloiyed 
to  stand   till    10  o'clock  ;   they  must   either   sell  or 
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remoTe  by  that  time.    That  is  what  I  call  ontsido  of 
the  market. 

3731.  {Chairman,  to  Mr.  Banyan.)  What  dis- 
trict do  you  trade  in  ? — I  sell  right  round  Kilburn 
and  Maida  HilL 

3732.  You  are  in  the  north  of  London  ? — Yes. 

3733.  Have  you  heard  what  Mr.  Shave  has  told 
us,  and  do  you  agree  with  his  evidence  ? — Of  course 
there  are  a  good  many  costermongers,  and  we  go 
down  about  10  or  11  o'clock,  and  we  pick  up  a  few 
odds  and  ends,  just  the  same  way  as  you  say  they  do 
at  Spitalfields.  I  have  been  down  at  Spitalfields  lots 
of  times.  I  often  go  over  there  if  I  find  there  is 
nothing  at  our  market  There  are  lots  of  things  left 
in  our  market  at  the  present  time  that  a  man  might 
buy  up  cheap  and  get  a  few  shillings  out  of  in  the 
same  way. 

3734.  Do  you  do  that  at  all  ? — I  go  round  just  the 
same  way  amongst  poor  people.  Of  course  it  does 
not  make  any  difference  what  time  I  go  round. 

3735.  Have  you  the  same  complaint  to  make  about 
the  higglers  that  Mr.  Shave  has  told  us  about? — I 
cannot  say  as  to  that.  There  are  a  lot  of  hig^ers 
there;  it  is  as  Mr.  Shave  has  said.  There  are 
higglers  all  over  the  market.  It  does  not  matter 
which  part  of  the  market  you  go  to;  even  in  the 
flower  market  there  are  higglers  just  in  the  same 
way.  Of  course,  they  all  have  to  pay  for  their  stands. 
If  you  sell  a  thing  merely  for  a  penny  you  have  to 
pay  a  shilling.  ' 

3736.  Does  the  1*.  free  you  for  the  day  ?— No;  if 
I  was  standing  in  the  market,  and  a  porter  or  any- 
body passed  the  barrow  and  happened  to  see  a  cauli- 
flower or  a  cabbage,  or  a  bunch  of  radishes,  if  I  sold 
that  for  li^/.,  they  would  charge  me  a  shilling  for  it. 

3737-  lou  mean  that  the  market  authority  would 
charge  you  1*.  for  the  right  to  stand  and  sell  ? — ^Yes. 

3738.  But  for  that  shilling  you  could  stand  there  as 
long  as  you  liked  ? — ^You  can  stand  there  as  long  as 
you  like,  but  it  does  not  do  for  us  to  stand  there. 

3739.  Do  you  think  that  you  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  stand  there  and  sell  free  of  charge  ? — ^Nc,  I  do  not 
do  anything  of  that  kind. 

3740.  Then,  practically,  you  do  not  pay  this  shilling, 
because  you  do  not  stand  and  sell  ? — No. 

3741.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  about  the 
management  of  the  market  ? — No,  I  think  it  is  very 
nice  to  get  into  the  Jubilee  market  for  a  penny  :  thai 
is  where  I  generally  stand,  ever  since  it  has  been 
opened. 

3742.  Where  is  that  ?  —  Outside  :  the  Jubilee 
market,  they  call  it. 

3743.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to 
say  to  the  Commission  ? — No,  I  have  got  nothing  to 
say  against  the  market.  The  market  has  been  like 
it  ever  since  I  was  in  it. 

3744.  ( Chairman,^  The  Jubilee  market,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  the  extension  which  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
opened  last  year  ? — Yes. 

3745.  {Mr.  Pic  ton,)  Can  you  go  there  and  stand 
for  a  penny  ? — No,  that  is  for  our  carts  to  stand  while 
we  buy. 

3746.  {Mr.  Little,)  But  you  pay  nothing  for  going 
into  Coven t  Garden,  do  you  ? — No. 

3747.  And  nothing  for  your  barrow? — Only  a 
penny.  I  pull  right  into  the  Jubilee  market ;  after 
nine  o'clock  they  will  not  allow  us  in. 

3748.  {Mr,  Childers.)  Do  you  sell,  moving  along 
the  street,  or  at  a  stand  ? — I  go  round. 

3749.  You  do  not  sell  in  any  of  these  street 
markets  ? — No,  there  are  no  markets  up  our  way. 

3750.  What  is  the  class  of  people  that  you  serve  ? — 
All  poor  people. 

3751.  Not  the  small  shop-keepers  ? — ^No,  unless 
they  might  want  a  few  cauliflowers,  or  a  bit  of  green 
stuff,  if  they  are  short  of  a  morning,  and  then  they 
might  ask  us  for  it. 

3752.  Do  yon  think  that  the  poor  people  are 
buying  more  from  the  costermongers,  or  is  it  about 
the  sam^  as  it  use4  to  be  ? — Aboqt  t^e  s^me ;  but 


trade  bein^'so  bad,  people  cannot  afford  to  buy  the         Mr,  (J, 
'stuff*,  it  being  so  dear  as  it  is.  Shave  and 

3753.  But  the  poor  do  buy  from  you  rather  tlian  ^^'  ^• 
from  the  shops  ? — If  we  are  a  halfpenny  cheaper  than  Bunyan, 
the  shops  they  will  buy  from  us.  jg  MarTlSSS 

3754.  Is  there  not  a  street  market  in  the  Edgware  *        * 
Road  on  Saturday  nights  ? — Yes. 

3755.  Do  you  go  to  that  market? — No,  I  have 
done  about  six  or  seven  o'clock. 

3756.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  market  ? — 
No  ;  it  is  the  same  way  on  a  Sunday  morning. 

3757.  {Mr.  Picton.)  Do  you  find  that  you  ffet  the 
same  price  in  your  neighbourhood  as  Mr.  Shave  gets 
in  his  ? — ^No,  I  do  not  think  we  do.  Last  Sunday 
week  stuff*  would  fetch  more  money  in  Mr.  Shave's 
district  than  it  did  in  ours. 

3758.  Have  you  to  sell  at  a  lower  price  in  order 
to  get  more  custom  ? — Ot  course  we  must.  Poor 
people  cannot  go  into  a  shop  and  pay  a  lot  of  money 
for  things  when  they  have  only  a  little  money. 

3759.  Then  you  have  to  look  after  the  market  to 
look  out  for  things  at  a  lower  price  ? — Yes. 

3760.  Do  you  wait  longer  than  Mr.  Shave  does  ^ — 
I  might  wait  there  till  10  o'clock. 

3761 .  And  then  you  get  what  you  want  at  a  lower 
price  ? — ^I  get  it  at  a  lower  price  if  there  is  anything 
left. 

3762.  {Mr.  Maclean,)  Do  you  generally  go  to  the 
market  as  early  as  five  or  six  o'clock  ?--!  generally 
go  at  eight  or  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

3763.  Your  business  is  rather  to  buy  up  what  is 
leftP—Yes. 

3764.  And  that  you  probably  get  cheap  ? — Some- 
times we  do,  and  sometimes  we  have  to  pay  more 
money. 

3765.  Of  course  you  can  sell  to  the  poor  people  in 
the  Kilburn  district  at  a  very  much  lower  price  than 
the  shops  ? — Yes,  it  is  lower ;  the  shopkeepers  about 
where  P  am  are  so  dear.  There  are  four  or  fi^e  little 
shops  about  there  that  do  sell  a  few  cheap  things. 
In  Clifton  Road,  and  about  there,  they  are  all  big 
houses. 

37()6.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  as  to  the 
management  of  Covent  Garden  ? — No. 

3767.  Are  you  quite  satisfied  with  it? — Yes,  I  am 
quite  satisfied  with  the  market;  I  can  find  no  fault 
with  it. 

3768.  Is  the  demand  for  your  goods  pretty  regular 
every  day  ;  can  you  tell  every  day  what  you  are 
likely  to  sell,  so  as  to  be  able  to  regulate  the  quantity  ? 
— No. 

3769.  It  varies  a  great  deal,  does  it  ? — We  might 
eTO  out  some  days  and  sell  half  our  goods,  and  some- 
times) not;  and  then  we  take  them  round  to  jthe 
cookshops. 

3770.  That  is  how  you  get  rid  of  them  ? — That  is 
how  we  get  rid  of  them  the  same  day. 

3771.  Then  you  have  to  sell  them  at  a  little  lower 
price  ? — We  have  to  sell  them  for  very  near  the 
market  cost. 

3772.  As  a  rule,  is  the  daily  demand  pretty  much 
the  same  ? — It  is  much  the  same. 

3773.  Do  you  buy  at  Covent  Garden  every  day 
pretty  much  about  the  same  quantity  r — I  never 
bought  anything  on  Monday,  and  this  morning  I 
could  not  buy  anything. 

8774.  .Why  not  ? — ^There  was  nothing  there  for  us 
people  to  buy ;  the  stuff"  was  too  dear. 

3775.  Then  on  those  days,  I  suppose,  \ou  have 
nothing  that  you  can  do? — No.  I  know  a  young 
chap  that  has  been  seven  times  to  the  market  and  has 
not  bought  a  thing  yet,  because  things  have  been  too 
dear. 

3776.  I  suppose  this  is  rather  a  bad  time  of  the 
year  for  your  trade? — ^Yes,  it  is:  March  is  always 
reckoned  a  bad  month. 

3777.  When  you  get  into  the  summer  months  you 
do  better,  probably  ? — Yes. 

3778.  {Chairman,  to  Mr.  Shave,)  Is  there  any  thing 
else  that  you  would  like  to  say  ? — Np ;  there  is  only 
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one  thing  that  my  friend  said  about  the  selling  that  I 
should  like  to  speak  about.  He  meant  that  if  you  sell 
an  article  in  the  market,  and  they  catch  you  at  it,  you 
have  to  pay  a  shilling  toll,  just  the  same  as  if  you 
stand  there. 


3779.  But  if  other  people  paid  the  shilling  and  you 
were  not  to  pay  the  shilling,  that  would  give  you  an 
unfair  advantage,  would  it  not  ? — Of  course  it  would. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. 


Mr,  E,  Hunt 
and 
G.  Wood. 


Mr.  Edward  Hcht  and  Mr.  George  Wood  examined. 


Mr, 


8780.  (Chairman^  to  Mr,  Hunt,)  We  understand 
that  you  are  costermongers  trading  from  Shad  well 
Fish  Market  ?— Yes. 

3781.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  business  ? 
—Ever  since  I  was  a  child. 

3782.  About  how  many  years  ? — I  should  think,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  somewhere  about  25  or  26 
years.  (Mr.  Wood,)  ^d  I  ever  since  I  was  a  baby. 
I  am  turned  40  years  of  age.  I  was  fetched  up  ia  it 
and  I  have  never  been  out  of  it.  I  know  the  old 
market  in  Billingsgate,  and  I  have  bought  things  out 
of  it  and  likewise  at  the  new  market  up  at  Shadwell. 

3783.  Does  your  business  consist  in  going  to  the 
market  in  the  morning  and  buying  your  day's  stock 
of  fish  and  then  going  into  the  streets  to  sell  it  ? — 
Yes. 

3784.  Do  you  sell  in  one  particular  part  of  the 
streets  or  do  you  wander  about  from  street  to  street  ? 
— I  sell  in  one  particular  street. 

3786.  Where  is  that  ? — Chrisp  Street,  Poplar. 

3786.  Every  day  ? — Every  day. 

3787.  You  just  have  a  wooden  stand  by  the  side  of 
the  footpath  ? — A  board  nine  feet  long. 

3788.  Is  there  a  market  on  both  sides  of  the  street  ? 
— On  both  sides  of  the  street. 

3789.  Do  you  pay  anything  for  the  right  to  sell  in 
that  place  ? — No. 

3790.  Do  you  keep  the  same  stand  day  afler  day  ? 
— Yes ;  I  have  stood  in  one  stand  for  24  years. 

3791.  If  you  were  to  miss  two  or  three  days,  would 
someone  else  go  and  take  it  up  ? — No,  no  one  goes 
and  stands  in  my  stand. 

3792.  Are  there  any  rules  to  which  you  have  to 
attend  ?— Yes,  there  is  a  new  rule  come  out  this  last 
fortnight.  The  boards  are  to  be  nine  feet  long  and 
three  feet  wide  from  the  fronts  of  the  shops,  so  that  the 
people  can  walk  in  and  out. 

3793.  Who  makes  that  rule  ?— The  inspector  of 
police  came  and  made  us  do  it. 

3794.  Are  you  interfered  with  by  the  police  at  all  ? 
—Yes,  they  keep  shoving  us  about,  and  if  we  pull  up 
our  barrows  outside  we  have  to  move  them,  and  we 
have  to  have  them  on  the  street. 

3^95.  Is  that  a  new  regulation  ? — Yes. 

3796.  Since  when  ? — It  is  six  years  ago  since  we 
had  trouble  like  that. 

3797.  What  trouble  did  you  have? — The  police 
used  to  hunt  us  about,  and  would  not  let  us  stand  in 
front  of  Chrisp  Street  at  all ;  and  itome times  they  used 
to  summons  us  and  we  were  fined  lOs,  or  seven  days, 
or  1/.  or  14  days. 

3798.  Is  that  given  up  ? — It  was  given  up,  but  I 
think  it  is  coming  back  to  the  old  form  again. 

3799.  Do  you  know  any  reason  for  that  ? — I  do 
not.  I  have  been  bred  and  born  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and,  from  what  I  see,  the  reason  was  that  these  French 
and  German  Jews  have  come  and  taken  our  stands  and 
wo  cannot  get  our  own  stands. 

3800.  I  thought  you  said  just  now  that  nobody 
.sti'xnds  in  your  stand  ? — Nobody  stands  in  my  stand 
only  the  crockery- ware  woman ;  I  stand  alongside  the 
crockery-ware  woman. 

3801.  Then  the  market  in  which  you  t^ke  part  is  a 
general  market  for  different  kinds  of  goods  ? — Yes,  all 
kinds  of  goods. 

3802.  Does  it  go  on  in  the  evenings  ? — Yes,  in  the 
evening  and  in  the  daytime  too. 

3803.  When  do  you  go  to  the  Shadwell  Market  to 
get  your  fish  ? — Every  morning. 


3804.  At  what  time?  —  Sometimes  6  o'clock  to 
half  past,  or  7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

3806.  Do  you  get  your  fish  at  once,  or  do  you  wait 
there  ? — I  wait,  according  to  how  I  can  buy.  Some- 
times a  trunk  of  fish  is  worth  20s.  or  2]#.,  and  I 
cannot  buy  it  at  the  price,  and  very  likely,  an  hour 
afterwards,  I  can  buy  it  for  lOs. 

3806.  That  is,  I  suppose,  because  the  richer  shop- 
keepers come  and  get  supplied  first,  and  then,  when 
the  market  for  them  closes,  the  turn  of  you  and  youi 
mates  comes  ? — We  stand  a  chance  then  to  buy  a  bit, 
after  these  big  shopkeepers  have  done  buying. 

3807.  Do  you  pay  any  market  dues  to  the  market  ? 
— We  only  pay  2d,  a  package.  It  is  far  more  reason- 
able than  Bilhngsgate  Market,  because  there  is  more 
convenience  at  Shadwell  than  there  is  at  Billingsgate. 

3808.  What  is  a  package  ?— What  they  call  a 
trunk  or  a  barrel.     It  is  all  one  price. 

3809.  It  is  a  well-known  measure,  I  suppose ;  there 
is  no  doubt  about  it  ? — ^No.  Some  of  the  boxes  of 
fish  weigh  a  cwt,  and  some  a  cwt.  and  a  quarter,  and 
the  barrels  go  from  a  cwL  and  a  quarter  to  two  cwts. 

3810.  Have  you  any  complaint  to  make  about  the 
Shadwell  Market?— No.  I  think  it  is  the  best 
market  that  was  ever  made  in  our  own  line,  because 
we  can  go  there  and  put  up  our  horse  and  cart  or 
donkey,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  buy  our  bit  of  fish 
and  have  it  taken  out  and  put  into  the  cart.  When 
we  go  to  Billingsgate»  if  you  come  to  look,  aflter 
9  o'clock,  for  your  horse  and  cart,  it  is  gone  to  the 
police  station,  and  it  costs  you  48,  SiL  to  get  it  out ; 
but  you  can  stop  at  Shadwell  as  long  as  you  like,  and 
there  is  no  one  to  interfere  with  it. 

381 1 .  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  say  ? 
— ^No. 

3812.  May  I  ask  who  suggested  to  vou  to  come 
here  ? — This  is  what  brought  me  here  (handing  in  a 
letter), 

3813.  You  came  on  an  invitation  from  the  secretary  ? 
—Yes. 

3814.  (Mr.  Maclean,)  How  did  you  get  this 
stand  ? — I  come  home  of  a  morning  from  the  market, 
and  my  boards  are  there,  and  I  stand  there. 

3816.  But  yon  have  had  that  particular  stand  for  a 
very  long  time  ? — ^Yes,  before  there  were  houses  built 
there.  I  was  the  first  one  in  our  line  who  ever  stood 
in  Chrisp  Street. 

3816.  Are  there  many  of  you  now  in  Chrisp  Street? 
— There  ^re  three  or  four  thousand  of  us  now,  from 
what  I  can  see  of  it,  trying  to  get  a  living. 

3817.  Are  fresh  people  coming  and  taking  up  the 
stands  ? — They  are  taking  our  stands  away,  if  they 
can  get  them ;  but  some  of  us,  who  have  settled  there 
for  many  years,  will  not  allow  them  to  have  them. 

3818.  You  said  something  about  the  Jews  and  the 
Germans  ? — They  turned  us  all  out  of  Chrisp  Street 
last  Monday.  Last  Saturday  was  our  last  day  to 
stand  there ;  so  these  Jews  and  Germans  came  on  the 
Monday,  and  the  police  force  were  there,  and  they 
said,  "  What  do  you  want  there  ?  "  And  they  pitched 
down,  and  the  police  said,  *'  You  must  go  away." 

3819.  What  do  you  mean  by  Saturday  being  your 
last  day  ? — They  said  last  Saturday  was  our  last  day 
of  standing  in  this  market  place,  and  that  they  were 
not  going  to  allow  anyone  to  stand  there. 

3820.  You  are  not  standing  there  now  then  ? — Yes ; 
the  inspector  gave  us  leave  to  stand  in  front,  but  not 
in  the  side  streets  again. 
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3821.  Are  there  shops  in  those  streets  ? — ^Yes,  large 
shops. 

3822.  And  your  customers,  I  suppose,  are  the 
passengers  going  up  and  down  the  street  ? — Tes,  the 
passengers  going  np  and  down  the  street  to  bny  a  bit 
of  fish  off  the  stalls. 

3823.  Are  the  Jews  and  Germans  competing  with 
you  in  the  streets? — Y^^  they  keep  coming  down 
there. 

3824.  They  have  got  no  stands,  have  they  ?  — 
They  have  not  got  any  stands.  They  would  take 
away  my  stand  if  I  allo^^'ed  them. 

3825.  Do  they  bring  their  goods  on  barrows  ? — Yes. 

3826.  And  do  they  sell  from  the  barrows  ?— Yes. 

3827.  What  sort  of  fish  do  they  sell  ?— All  sorts ; 
skate,  for  instance. 

3828.  I  suppose  they  sell  the  chi^aper  sorts  of  tish  ? 
— They  «ell  a  good  deal  of  skate,  plaice,  haddocks,  cod, 
eels,  and  anything  of  that  sort  that  they  can  buy. 

3829.  Do  you  buy  all  the.  fish  that  you  have 
described  in  one  lot  ? — ^No,  we  have  to  buy  the  fish  in 
dlfiferent  boxes.  Wo  buy  a  trunk  of  skate,  or  perhaps 
there  is  a  trunk  of  mixed  fish,  with  perhaps  a  cod  or 
an  eel  in  it. 

3880.  I  suppose  that  in  a  fish  market  the  price 
varies  very  much? — ^Yes,  it  drops  down  and  it 
goes  np. 

3831.  When  the  shopkeepers  have  bought,  the 
price  goes  down  ? — ^Yes,  and  then  we  poor  class  of 
people  stand  a  chance  of  buying  a  bit  of  fish,  after 
those  high  people,  those  big  shopkeepers,  have  done 
with  them. 

3832.  Yon  say  that  you  have  no  complaint  to  make 
of  Shadwell  ? — No,  I  think  it  is  a  nice,  neat  little 
market  place,  because  there  is  a  cover  there  for  our 
ponies  or  donkeys,  and  we  have  to  pay  half  the  price 
that  we  pay  at  Billingsgate.  Besides,  we  get  pushed 
and  shoved  about  at  Billingsgate  too,  and  we  have  to 
pay  Sd.  or  6^.  a  package. 

3833.  Do  you  generally  find  that  you  have  not  any 
fish  left  upon  yom*  hands  in  the  evening  ? — Yes. 

3834.  You  know  pretty  well  what  the  demand  is, 
and  you  get  just  sufiicient  to  meet  that  demand  ? — 
Yes. 

3835.  It  is  a  pretty  regular  demand  ? — ^Yes. 

3836.  Your  customers  are  very  poor  people,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes,  they  are  very  poor  ;  they  work  in 
the  docks,  and  they  only  get  2$.  Sd.  a  day. 

3837.  You  told  us  that  you  got  that  letter  from  the 
Secretary  ;  but  ttid  >ou  bay  to  anybody  that  you 
would  like  to  give  evidence,  or  did  anybody  sugfrest  it 
to  you?— No;  Mr.  Brownfield,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Market,  gave  it  to  me. 

3838.  (Mr.  Picton.)  With  regard  to  this  stand  in 
Chrisp  street,  supposing  that  anyone  were  to  come  and 
take  yom'  stand  in  the  morning  before  you  got  there, 
what  would  you  do  ? — We  could  not  claim  it  at  all. 

3839.  There  is  nobody  to  protect  you  ? — ^No. 

3840.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  agreement  among 
yourselves  ? — ^Yes. 

3841.  As  to  the  payment  at  Shadwell  Market  of 
2d,  a  trunk,  to  whom  do  you  pay  that  ? — To  Hewetts* 
firm. 

3842.  Who  are  Hewetts'  people ;  what  have  they 
to  do  with  the  market  ? — They  belong  to  the  fish. 

3843.  They  are  not  market  authorities,  are  I  hey  ? — 
No,  they  are  not  market  authorities ;  they  sell  the  fish 
in  the  market. 

3844.  How  do  they  come  to  charge  you  2d.  a 
trunk  ? — That  is  for  the  porterage. 

3845.  Then  they  carry  it  for  you  ? — ^They  put  it 
into  the  cart. 

3846.  They  will  not  allow  you  to  carry  it  yourself  ? 
— ^No,  they  put  it  into  the  cart  themselves. 

3847.  What  class  of  people  buy  your  fish ;  are  they 
generallv  very  poor?— They  are  a  poorish  class  of 
of  people.  Our  neighbourhood  is  a  poor  neighbour- 
hood from  Victoria  Dock  to  Chrisp  Street,  Poplar ;  they 
are  all  working  men.  The  ship-yards  are  all  shut  up, 
and  where  they  used  to  earn  1/.  or  14«.  or  lOs,  a  day, 
they  are  glad  to  get  2*.  9d.  a  day  now. 


3848.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Hunt.)  Yon  have  heard 
what  Mr.  Wood  has  said ;  do  you  agree  with  it  ?— 
My  friend  has  not  quite  explained  himself  so  much  as 
I  should  like. 

3849.  We  shall  be  glad  lo  hear  anything  that  yon 
may  wish  to  add  ? — When  these  poor  people  go  to 
Shadwell  Market,  if  there  is  a  trunk  of  fish  plaoed 
upon  the  form,  about  10  lbs.,  and  we  only  bid  the 
value  of  5«.  for  it,  it  would  be  knocked  down  to  us. 
It  is  sold  by  public  auction.  Whereas,  at  Billings- 
gate Market  there  is  the  Al  Company  and  tiie 
Gr.  I.  C.  Company  and  the  Red  Cross  Company 
and  the  Yarmouth  fleet,  and  they  set  their  own 
price,  10*.  or  8«.,  according  to  how  the  market  is ; 
and  tliey  will  say  among  themselves  **  VVe  think 
**  these  things  are  worth  about  8«.  apiece ;  we  will 
"  not  take  any  less."     That  is  no»^  public  auction. 

3850.  There  is  public  auction  at  Shadwell,  but  not 
at  Billings«^ate  ? — To  a  certain  extent  only.  They 
do  not  sell  these  things  to  give  us  poor  people  a 
chance  unless  the  weather  will  not  permit  them  to 
keep  them. 

3851.  Yon  mean  that  the  people  who  have  the  fish 
fix  a  price  which  t^iey  think  they  would  like  to  have 
and  that  if  they  can  keep  the  fish  they  keep  it  on  as 
long  as  they  can  ? — Yes,  that  is  perfectly  right.  If 
you  bid  8*.  for  a  trunk  of  fish,  and  they  Uiink  to 
themselves  that  it  should  be  10*.,  they  will  hold  it 
and  pass  it. 

3852.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  They  will  not  let  it  go 
if  nobody  will  bid  more  than  %s.  ? — No,  they  buy  it 
in  for  themselves. 

3853.  (Chairman.)  Have  you  ever  known  fish 
kept  back  in  that  way  afterwards  to  be  destroyed  as 
having  got  bad  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have  known  it 
to  bo  destroyed,  but  I  have  known  fish  kept  back  that 
should  have  been  destroyed.  I  think  that  our  City 
Corporation  are  very  dull  in  the  servants  they  keep 
as  condemnors. 

3854.  You  think  there  should  be  more  fish  con- 
demned than  is  condemned  ? — ^Yes,  I  do. 

3855.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  would  like  to 
mention  ? — Tradesmen  such  as  Mr.  Charles  of  Pinilico, 
and  all  those  people  have  stands  in  Arthur  Street  West 
or  Tower  Street.  They  can  afibrd  to  get  away  at 
9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  we  cannot.  If 
we  buy  a  barrel  of  herrings  at  10*.  or  12*.  the  market 
people  charge  1*.  porterage  to  take  it  out;  and  very 
often  we  have  to  stand  out  in  the  street  and  take  our 
chance  of  getting  half-a-crown,  or  perhaps  3*.,  and 
very  often  we  sell  one  and  do  not  get  a  shilling  out 
of  it.  Whereas  at  Shadvell  Market  we  can  buy  it, 
and  it  is  put  into  onr  cart,  and  they  treat  us  with  the 
greatest  civility,  and  thej  cnlj  charge  us  2d. 

3856.  At  the  Billingsgate  fish  market  do  they 
make  Mr.  Charles  and  tne  other  large  shopkeeper 
the  same  charge  for  porterage  ? — Just  the  same. 

3857.  So  that,  although  Billingsgate  Market  is 
more  expensive  altogether,  they  do  not  make  a 
difference  between  you  and  the  large  shopkeepers  in 
that  way  ? — ^The  only  difierence  is  that  Mr.  Charles 
and  those  big  buyers  stand  more  closely  to  the 
market  at  St.  Mary  Hill  or  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  or 
down  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Custom  House,  where 
the  porterage  chaige  is  Ad.  I  might  not  arrive  from 
the  Victoria  Dock  until  8  o'clwJc,  and  perhaps  I 
cannot  afibrd  to  lay  out  my  2s.  or  3*.  until  nine 
o'clock ;  and  I  have  to  go  to  Tower  Hill,  which  is  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and  then  I  should  have  to 
pay  Qd.  porterage ;  and  that  is  a  lot  for  a  poor  man 
to  pay  in  porterage. 

3858.  What  becomes  of  the  Qd.  ?— There  is  a  class 
of  people  who  take  what  they  call  the  "bobbin.** 
They  might  have  1,00(\  1,200,  or  1,500  packages. 
They  charge  you  6d.  a  package,  but  the  man  that 
ti^es  it  does  not  realise  \\d.  out  of  it.  There  is  a 
ceioain  class  that  takes  the  benefit  to  themselves. 

3859.  (Mr.  Little.)  And  you  are  not  allowed  to 
carry  it  youraelf  ? — If  we  carry  it  ourselves  we  have 
to  pay  \d.^  and  in  Billingsgate  Market  every  porter 
has  a  license.     If  we  bought  10  packages  of  fish,  and 
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E.  Hunt    ^®  carried  them  ourselves,  and  we   lost  one,  we 
and  shoold  have  to  be  responsible  for  it ;  or  if  we  were, 

G.  Wood,  what  they  call  among  low  people,  "  maced "  out  of 
one,  then  we  should  have  to  be  the  loser  of  it, 
whereas  if  these  people  lose  one  of  them  we  can  come 
upon  them  for  it. 

3860.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  What  do  you  mean  by 
being  "  maced  "  out  of  it  ? — That  means  cheated  out 
of  it.  It  is  called,  among  us  low  people,  being 
"  maced  *'  out  of  it." 

3861.  I  did  not  underf>tand  about  these  porters. 
Are  the  porters  paid  by  the  market  authorities  ? — No, 
they  are  paid  by  the  company.  Each  steamer  has  its 
own  company.     They  have  their  own  salesmen. 

3862.  And  their  own  porters? — And  their  own 
porters. 

3863.  You  pay  the  porters  ? — We  pay  the  man  at 
the  form  that  books. 

3864.  (Chairman.)  These  ^companies  that  you 
speak  of  are  the  companies  that  bring  the  fish  in 
from  the  deep-sea  fishermen  by  the  steamers  ? — Yes, 
from  the  trawlers.  I  have  worked  on  them,  so  that 
I  know  what  they  are. 

3865.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  Do  you  trade  much  your- 
self at  Billingsgate  ?  —  I  trade  at  Shadwell  prin- 
cipally. 

3866.  Where  do  you  sell  ? — At  the  Victoria  Docks. 

3867.  In  the  same  way  as  your  friend  does  ? — Yes ; 
I  sell  them  all  ofi*  a  stall.  Our  stalls  should  be 
nine  feet  long  and  three  feet  wide,  and  we  stand 
under  the  Metropolitan  Police  Act,  and  if  we  stand  in 
front  of  a  shop  the  inhabitants  can  have  us  removed 
if  they  like. 

3868.  With  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  fish  at 
Billingsgate,  do  you  suggest  that  all  the  fish  ought 
to  be  sold  by  public  auction  ? — Most  decidedly. 

3869.  You  say  that  is  not  so  at  Billingsgate  ? — ^No, 
it  is  not. 

3870.  Is  it  a  monopoly? — It  should  be  sold  in 
public  auction,  but  if  a  thing  were  a  little  bit  scarce 
they  would  pass  it. 

3871.  You  would,  in  fact,  suggest  that  there  is  a 
ring,  and  that  this  is  done  to  keep  up  the  prices  ? — 
You  have  got  at  it  at  once ;  that  is  just  what  it  is. 
You  must  have  known  it. 

3872.  And  you  suggest  that  if  these  sales  were 
efiected  by  public  auction  there  would  be  a  great 
deal  more  fish  which  is  now  destroyed  susceptible  of 
being  sold  as  food  to  the  poorer  people ;  is  tliat  what 
you  mean  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  meaning. 

The  witnesses 


3873.  And  you  say  that,  according  to  the  present 
system  at  Billingsgate  in  order  to  keep  up  the  prices, 
that  is  not  now  done  ? — That  is  the  idea,  because  I 
have  worked  for  them  and  known  them  to  put  things 
away  from  one  day  to  another. 

3874.  And  sooner  than  sell  them  at  a  low  priee 
they  will  let  the  fish  become  l»ad  ? — They  will  sooner 
chance  it  and  keep  it  over  for  the  next  day. 

3875.  (Chairman.)  As  long  as  it  will  keep? — As 
long  as  it  will  keep. 

3876.  (Mr.,  Maclean,)  Whereas,  you  say,  that  it 
could  be  sold  at  a  lower  rate,  and  that  if  it  were  sold 
at  a  lower  rate  the  public  would  get  the  advantage  of 
a  lower  price  ? — Yes. 

3877.  (Mr.  Picton.)  Is  it  all  sold  by  public  auction 
at  Shadwell  ? — Yes ;  everything  else  that  goes  to 
Shadwell  is  sold  by  auction.  I  bought  a  quarter  of 
a  machine  of  haddocks  for  41.  5^.  A  machine  is  like 
a  square  box  with  four  compartments. 

3878.  Is  no  one  allowed  to  sell  at  Shadwell  in  any 
other  way  than  by  auction  ? — You  can  retail  if  you 
like. 

3879.  Could  you  sell  wholesale  in  any  way  ? — U 
you  have  an  auctioneer's  licence. 

3880.  But  there  is  no  other  way  of  selling  at  Shad- 
well unless  you  have  an  auctioneer's  licence  ? — I  have 
never  known  it. 

3881.  How  does  the  fish  come  to  Shadwell.^— 
Nearly  always  by  water. 

3882.  Is  there  any  rail-borno  fish  ?  —  Yes,  the 
Grimsby  fish  comes  by  rail.  Mr.  Cooke's  and 
Mr.  Lockhart's  fish  comes  by  the  Great  Northern  and 
the  Midland. 

3883.  Is  there  much  fish  that  goes  bad  at  Shad- 
well?— No;  I  have  never  seen  any  go  bad,  only 
things  that  are  unsaleable  in  the  height  of  the 
summer :  trunks  of  whiting  which  we  could  have 
bought  at  2d.  a  trunk  if  we  had  had  any  use  for 
them.  They  were  not  bad  then,  they  were  beautiful, 
but  we  had  no  consumption  for  them  because  there 
was  so  much  other  fish  in  the  market. 

3884.  (Mr.  Maclean.)  Were  those  fish  destroyed  ? 
— They  were  given  to  the  condemnor ;  Mr.  Hewett 
does  not  keep  anything  at  all  bad. 

3886.  (Chairman,)  Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
would  like  to  sajr  ? — ^No,  only  that  I  give  Shadwell 
market  great  praise  and  great  credit  I  think  it  is  a 
very  good  market  for  us  poor  chaps. 

withdrew. 
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3886.  (Chairman^  to  Mr,  Cosgrove,)  We  under- 
stand that  you  are  costermongers  ti-ading  from 
Billingsgate  Market  ? — Yes. 

3887.  How  long  have  you  been  a  costermonger  ? — 
Thirtv  years. 

3888.  (To  Mr.  Softly,)  And  you  ? -^  Sixteen 
years. 

3889.  (To  Mr.  Cosgrove.)  Is  your  business  to  go 
into  the  market  in  the  mornings  and  buy  fish,  and 
then  go  about  the  streets  selling  it  ? — No,  I  stand  at 
a  stand. 

3890.  Where  do  you  stand?  —  In  Chrisp  Street, 
Poplar. 

3891.  Have  you  stood  there  the  whole  time? — 
No.  I  have  stood  for  about  24  years  in  Chrisp 
Street. 

3802.  I  suppose  it  is  like  other  street  markets; 
you  have  a  wooden  stand  nine  feet  long  and  three 
feet  wide  in  front  of  you,  set  by  the  edge  of  the 
pavement  ? — Yes. 

3893.  And  the  people  who  pass  in  front  buy  from 
you  if  they  wish  to  do  so  ? — If  they  do  not  they  go 
on  to  another  stall. 

3894.  Do  you  keep  your  own  stalls  ? — Yes. 

3896.  Is  that  by  agreement  amongst  yourselves,  or 
by  the  authority  of  anybody  ? —  No,  if  the  police 
y^ish  to  turn  us  awa^  they  will  turn  us  away, 


3896.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  do  the  police  inter- 
fere  with  you  ? — No ;  they  did  begin  to  interfei'e  with 
us  this  week  and  last  week,  and  tried  to  make  me 
saw  a  foot  ofiT  one  of  my  boards ;  it  was  eight  feet 
long. 

3897.  The  interference  of  the  police  has  been  for 
the  regulation  of  the  size  of  the  boards  upon  which 
you  sell  ? — Yes. 

3898.  And  they  want  to  get  them  of  the  same  siee, 
I  suppose,  to  leave  room  for  the  traffic  ? — Yes,  so  as 
not  to  block  the  thoroughfare  up. 

3899.  And  you  make  no  complaint  about  that  ? — 
No,  I  make  no  complaint  about  it. 

3900.  Has  there  been  any  other  interference  on  tlie 
part  of  the  police  ? — No,  none  whatever. 

3901.  Do  you  deal  in  any  other  market  than 
Billingsgate  ? — Sometimes  I  go  to  the  Poultry  Market 
or  to  the  Meat  Market  to  buy  a  bit  of  American  meat, 
or  anything  like  that. 

3902.  But  you  do  not  deal  at  any  other  market  for 
fish  ?— No. 

3903.  At  what  time  in  the  morning  do  you  go  ?— 
Sometimes  I  get  there  at  5,  sometimes  at  half-past- 
5,  and  sometimes  at  8  o'clock. 

3904.  When  is  the  time  when  you  begin  to  buj 
fish  ? — As  soon  as  I  get  there,  as  soon  i^  the  market 
starts— at  6  o'clock. 
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3905.  You  begin  at  once  ? — ^No,  I  walk  round  the 
market  to  see  the  cheapest  I  can  get. 

3906.  Are  jou  kept  waiting  until  the  shopkeepers 
are  served  ? — No,  if  you  like  to  top  them  you  can  top 
them  if  you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  for  you  to  get  a 
living  out  of  it. 

3907.  You  are  not  interfered  with  if  you  do  that  ? 
—No. 

3908.  Are  there  sales  by  auction  at  Billingsgate  ? — 
Yes,  sometimes,  and  a  funny  way  of  auction  it  is. 
Last  Friday,  a  week  to-morrow,  there  was  a  trunk  of* 
haddocks  passed  eight  or  nine  times  because  there 
was  not  a  single  price  bid  for  it.  Those  tiimks  of 
haddocks  will  fetch  8«.,  9*.,  or  lOs.  a  trunk.  They 
were  bidding  8*.  for  a  trunk  of  haddocks,  and  they 
would  not  take  it  as  a  bid. 

3909.  Was  it  sold  ultimately  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

3910.  Did  that  stop  the  market,  or  did  they  bring 
on  another  trunk  ? — ^Down  came  another  one,  and  this 
trunk  came  down  again,  and  people  did  not  know  it 
was  the  same  trunk  of  fish.  '1  hen,  perhaps,  at  the 
finishing  of  it  it  did  not  fetch  more  than  6s.  It  was 
no  good  our  waiting  there  to  see  what  it  fetched.  I 
have  seen  the  time  when  haddocks  did  not  fetch  more 
than  1«.  or  2$.  a  trunk.  Sometimes  they  are  put  up 
for  auction  at  18«.  or  I6s.  and  they  will  not  lake  it  as 
a  bid. 

3911.  Who  fixes  the  price  at  which  the  trunk  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  ? — ^The  salesman  fixes  the  price 
himself  sometimes,  or  tries  to  do  so  if  he  can. 

3912.  The  fish  is  brought  in  by  companies  and 
they,  I  suppose,  tell  the  salesmen  what  price  they  are 
to  ask  ? — No,  nothing  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  supposed  to 
be  sold  by  public  auction,  and  times  after  times  they 
do  not  sell  it. 

3913.  The  salesmen  do  not  ? — ^No,  if  it  does  not 
fetch  enough  money  to  suit  them. 

3914.  Then,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  salesmen 
have  too  much  control  of  the  price  ? — I  do  not  say  that 
every  salesman  does ;  but  there  are  plenty  who  do  sell 
as  soon  as  it  is  pitched,  whatever  is  bid  for  it. 

3915.  When  you  have  bought  the  fish  do  you  take 
it  out  yourself  to  your  cart,  or  is  it  caiTied  out  for 
you  ? — It  is  carried  out  by  porters. 

3916.  Do  you  pay  for  that  ? — We  have  to  pay. 

3917.  How  much  do  you  pay?  —  Fourpence  a 
package,  if  it  is  just  outside  the  market,  and  if  it  goes 
to  Tower  Hill  it  is  6^^.  a  package. 

3918.  Can  you  get  your  carts  close  up  to  the 
market? — No,  if  you  leave  your  cart  outside  after 
9 .o'clock,  you  are  summoned,  and  you  have  to  pay 
4*.  8^. ;  because  there  is  no  room.  There  are  vans 
on  each  side  of  it ;  and  if  you  put  your  cart  in  there 
a  constable  takes  it  away  after  9  o'clock. 

3919.  Do  you  ever  trade  at  Shad  well  Market  ? — 
Yes,  I  go  there  sometimes  if  a  boat  happens  to  come 
in  and  I  cannot  suit  myself  at  Billingsgate  Market. 

3920.  Which  do  you  like  best  ?— Shadwell ;  there 
is  more  convenience  at  Shadwell. 

3921.  Why  do  you  not  go  there  always  ? — ^I  always 
go  to  the  cheapest  place. 

3922.  Is  fish  sold  more  cheaply  at  Billingsgate 
than  at  Shadwell,  as  a  rule  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  nuich  difierence  in  it ;  sometimes  there  is. 

2923.  What  makes  you  go  to  Billingsgate,  then  ? — 
There  are  different  things,  things  that  come  by  rail, 
such  as  fresh  herring.^,  mackerel,  and  things  like 
that. 

3924.  You  have  a  larger  choice  to  suit  your  cus- 
tomers ? — Yes,  you  see  different  things.  At  Shadwell 
only  one  boat  comes  in. 

3926.  {Mr.  Maclean,)  Where  do  you  put  your 
barrow  after  9  o'clock? — On  Tower  Hill;  and  you 
have  to  pay  to  have  them  minded.  If  you  buy  eight 
barrels  of  fiah,  that  is  2d.  a  barrel. 

3926.  One  word  about  this  system  of  sale  by 
auction  at  Billingsgate  ;  have  you  any  reason  to  think 
that  the  price  is  kept  up  by  the  large  fishmongers  ? — 
Oh,  no,  we  have  juat  as  much  chance  to  buy  as  the 
large  fishmongers,  only  they  pay  a  little  more  some- 
times. 


3927.  In  this  case  you  were  telling  us  of  about  the 
trunk  of  fish  coming  up  two  or  three  times  because 
they  could  not  get  a  good  startiog  price,  can  you 
suggest  any  reason  why  that  was  done? — No;  I 
should  like  to  know  the  reason.  You  cannot  call  it 
public  auction  where  it  is  passed  like  that. 

3928.  I  agree  with  you  ? — If  a  package  is  put  on 
the  form,  and  a  man  bids  a  price  for  it,  it  ought  to 
be  sold. 

3929.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  combination  of 
the  Iwge  fishmongers  against  its  being  hondjfide  sold 
by  public  auction  ? — I  do  not  know. 

3930.  You  have  had  no  opportunity  of  judging 
either  one  way  or  the  other  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

3931.  All  you  know  is,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
fish  is  not  put  up  to  public  auction  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term  ? — It  is  not ;  you  cannot  call  it 
public  auction  at  all.  If  a  man  bids  a  price  for  a 
trunk  of  fish,  1  should  think  it  ought  to  be  sold. 

3932.  {Mr.  Picton.)  The  fish  come  in  in  steamers, 
do  they  not,  to  Billingsgate  ? — Yes,  and  by  rail  too. 

3933.  Who  sends  them  ? — The  companies.  There 
are  four  companies,  the  A  1  Company,  the  G.  I.  C. 
Company,  the  Red  Cross  Company,  and  the  Yarmouth 
Company. 

3934.  Do  they  1^yi  the  reserve  price,  or  does  the 
salesman  fix  the  reserve  price  ? — They  would  do  so 
if  they  could,  but  the  salesman  keeps  on  putting 
ahnost  his  own  price  on  them.  You  cannot  call  it 
public  auction  at  all. 

3935.  {Chairman^)  You  mean  that  they  put  the 
fish  up  at  a  price,  and  if  you  refiise  to  give  it,  of 
course  they  cannot  get  it ;  and  they  will  not  sell  it 
at  your  price,  and  so  there  is  no  market  ? — That  is 
the  way.  It  is  sold  afterwards,  but  it  makes  us  stand 
still  in  the  market.  This  package  of  fish  will  keep 
on  going  round  and  round,  and  8«.  or  9s.  may  be  bid 
for  it,  and  they  will  not  take  it,  and  then,  perhaps,  at 
the  finish  it  will  not  fetch  more  than  6«. 

3936.  {Mr.  Picton.)  From  whom  does  the  salesman 
receive  his  orders  to  withdraw  it  ? — He  receives  his 
own  orders,  for  all  I  can  see.  Perhaps  they  are  big 
shareholders  in  the  company  ;  very  likely  they  are. 

3937.  You  do  not  know  that  ? — I  do  not  know  it, 
but  if  I  were  asked  my  opinion  I  should  think  that 
is  it. 

3938.  {Chair many  to  Mr.  Softly.)  You  have  heard 
what  has  been  said;  do  you  agree  with  what  your 
friend  has  stated  ? — I  can  speiS:  as  to  what  he  has 
been  talking  about  passing  the  fish.  A  good  full 
trunk  of  fish  comes  down,  and  it  fetches  10^.,  and 
they  expect  a  slack  one  to  fetch  as  much,  and  if  it 
does  not  fetch  as  much,  they  will  pass  it  round  again ; 
and  a  man  who  hm.  a  fishmonger's  shop  will  walk  up 
to  the  stand,  and  he  will  say,  *<  iOs.  2rf.,"  and  some- 
body wiU  say,  **No,  7*.;"  then  he  will  bid  "8*.," 
and  he  knows  no  more  about  it  when  he  buys  it  than 
a  child  does. 

3939.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  slack  trunk  ? — One 
that  is  not  quite  full.  Of  course  the  fishmonger  can 
afford  to  give  a  better  price  for  it  than  a  coster- 
monger  can.  If  I  buy  10  or  20  trunks  of  haddocks, 
I  take  them  home  and  smoke  them,  and  I  have  to 
take  them  back  again,  and  I  may  perhaps  earn  \0s. 
or  20^.,  and  perhaps  I  may  lose  some,  and  I  have  to 
pay  expenses. 

3940.  Do  you  smoke  haddocks  ? — Yes. 

3941.  {Mr.  Little.)  When  you  take  back  into 
Billuigsgate  Market  haddocks  that  you  have  bought 
there,  do  you  pay  the  toll  again  ? — ^i es. 

3942.  {Chairman.)  Always?  —  I  pay  1*.  a  day. 
We  might  have  ihem  sold  before  we  get  them 
there. 

3943.  Supposing  that  you  take  a  parcel  of  haddocks 
away  and  have  them  smoked,  and  bring  them  in 
again,  you  pay  1*.  for  bringing  them  in.  Supposing 
tliey  are  not  sold  that  day,  and  you  bring  them  in  on 
another  day,  do  yon  pay  another  shilling  ? — I  pay 
another  shilling,  and  you  have  to  pay  to  have  them 
carried  in  and  carried  out  again. 


Mr.H. 

CoBgrove  and 

Mr.  F.  Softfy. 
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3944.  Have  you  any  soggeBtion  to  make  which  has 
been  talked  over  amongst  yourselves  about  new  rules 
for  Billingsgate  Market,  which  yoii  think  might  be 
made  ? — 1  think  they  ought  to  sell  every  fish  that 
comes  there  within  24  hours,  and  not  to  keep  it  two 
or  three  weeks  as  they  do.  They  keep  fish  there ; 
they  hoist  it  up  if  it  comes  on  the  Sunday  from  the 
West  of  England,  and  it  is  kept  till  the  followirig 
week  and  perhaps  oven 

3945.  {Mr,  Picion.)  It  is  kept  in  ice,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes,  and  they  do  not  sell  it  until  it  is  unfit  for 
anybody  to  eat,  and  if  a  poor  little  fellow,  who  is 
not  a  judge  of  fieh,  buys  it,  he  gets  a  month  over  it. 

394(5.  {Chairman,)  If  there  was  a  rule  made  that 
all  the  fish  was  to  be  sold  within  a  certain  time  it 
would  put  it  entirely  within  your  power  to  buy  it  or 
not,  and  you  might  bring  them  down  in  price,  might 
you  not  ? — No.  There  are  plenty  of  times  when 
there  is  an  arrival  of  mackerel,  and  one  has  lost  u 
day's  work  by  stopping  there,  till  four  or  ^ve  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  to  try  to  get  a  living,  and  then  when 
they  put  the  fish  up  they  will  not  sell  them. 

3947.  But  then  some  of  you  might  make  a  com- 
bination amongst  yourselves  and  not  offer  the  money, 
and  they  would  be  placed  in  an  unfair  position,  would 
they  not  ? — The  fish  would  be  sure  to  fetch  their  fair 
value. 


3948.  You  mean  that  there  is  enough  competition 
amongst  the  costermongers  to  make  sure  that  nobody 
got  too  good  a  bargain  ? — Yes,  there  are  too  many  of 
UF  to  buy  a  bargain. 

3949.  {Jfr.  Little.)  How  many  costcrmongera  are 
there  going  to  the  market  regularly  ? — You  see  new 
faces  every  day.  There  are  as  many  foreigners  as 
English  people.  There  are  foreigners  who  think 
nothing  of  buying  30  or  40  packages  of  fish,  and 
then  they  chuck  the  lot  at  the  foot  of  London  Bridge 
and  sort  them.  We  are  eaten  alive  with  Polish  Jews 
and  Italians. 

3950.  {Chairman,)  Do  you  think  that  there  are 
more  foreigners  coming  in  now  than  there  were  ?— 
There  are.  At  Shadwell  Market,  I  daresay,  you  may 
see  a  hundred  Polish  Jews  and  Jews  in  one  day. 

3951.  Do  you  mean  that  you  could  not  have  seen 
them  three  or  four  years  ago  ? — ^You  could  not ;  they 
have  come  in  within  the  last  two  jrears.  They  come 
in  more  and  more  every  day. 

.3952.  {Mr.  Maclean.)  Do  they  undersell  you?— 
Yes.  and  they  understand  very  well  how  to  buy, 
from  what  I  can  see  of  them.  They  only  go  by 
your  judgment ;  they  see  you  bid  for  one,  and  no 
matter  what  it  runs  up  to  they  will  have  it. 


The  witnesses  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


FIFTEENTH   DAY. 


Friday,  16th  March  1888. 


Mr.  W.  A. 
Canon. 

16  Mar.  1888. 


PRESENT : 
The  Right  Hon.  the  LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Spencer  Charrinqton,  M.P. 


Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary, 


Mr.  William  Augustus  Casson  re-called  and  fiirther  examined. 


3953.  {Chairman,)  You  have  already  given  evi- 
dence concerning  some  markets  in  the  provinces ;  we 
understand  that  you  wish  now  to  give  us  some  in- 
formation as  regards  some  of  the  metropolitan 
markets  ? — That  is  so. 

3954.  To  which  markets  do  you  propose  to  refer 
to-day  ? — ^To  the  markets  belonging  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London,  Coven t  Garden  Market,  the  Borough 
Market,  and  Spitalfields  Market. 

3956.  Will  you  deal  first  with  the  Corporation 
markets  ? — In  reference  to  the  Corporation  markets 
I  should  like  to  make  one  or  two  general  remarks  as 
to  the  way  in  which  markets  are  conducted,  and  the 
effect  which  that  has  upon  the  trade.  The  Corpora- 
tion have  practically  acquired  control  of  the  most 
valuable  market  trade  in  the  metropolis,  that  is,  the 
meat  trade,  and  the  way  in  which  the  markets  are 
conducted  is  such  as  to  secure  to  the  Corporation  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  income.  I  believe  the 
Corporation  do  not  regard  the  London  Central  Meat 
Market  in  particular,  or  even  the  Metropolitan  Cattle 
Market,  as  a  certain  source  of  profit ;  but  this  is  due 
to  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended  upon 
the  market,  and  much  of  that  is  wholly  unproductive. 
I  find  that  they  have  constructed  many  works  which 
are  not  used  at  all,  such  as  the  railway  accommoda- 
tion for  the  London  Central  Meat  Market ;  and  as 


regards  the  Cattle  Market  at  Islington,  it  has  four 
great  hotels  round  it  and  a  lot  of  other  buildings,  and 
the  si^e  of  the  market  is  such  that  it  is  really  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  needs  of  the  trade  require. 
I  have  seen  that  market  myself  on  several  of  the 
fullest  days, — that  is  to  say,  what  is  known  as  the 
Christmas  market  after  the  cattle  show, — and  it  is 
never  anything  like  full ;  there  is  always  a  great 
deal  of  space  that  is  unoccupied. 

3956.  Do  you  make  the  unproductive  expenditure 
a  matter  of  comp  laint  against  tiie  Corporation  ? — It  is 
a  complaint  against  the  Corporation,  not  so  much  of 
their  having  spent  the  money,  as  of  their  attempting 
to  make  their  remuneration  out  of  the  trade  that  is 
done  in  the  market. 

3957.  But  in  order  to  make  good  the  complaint 
that  the  expenditure  which  is  at  present  unproductive 
was  injudicious  expenditure,  must  you  not  also 
contend  that  it  is  so  much  in  excess  of  present  re- 
quirements as  to  have  been  injudicious  in  the  light  of 
what  may  be  required  of  it  in  the  near  future  ? — The 
pdnt  that  I  take  is  rathei'  this,  that  the  Corporation 
went  on,  we  might  say  for  centuries,  without  giving 
anything  like  adequate  accommodation  at  Smiuifield, 
and  there  were  many  complaints  as  to  the  accommo- 
dation at  the  old  Smithfield  Cattle  Market,  and  the 
nuisance  that  it  created.    They  took  the  income  from 
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the  market  all  that  time,  and  then  when  they  pro* 
vided  fresh  acoommodationy  thej  provided  accommo- 
dation which  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
requirements,  and  they  charge  all  the  interest  on  the 
money  invested  to  the  market  itself,  and  do  not  take 
any  account  of  the  income  which  they  had  in  time 
past  derived  when  they  provided  no  accommodation 
whatever. 
^  3958.  Bat  unless  the  income  had  been  funded  it 
has  of  course  been  spent  by  preceding  generations  and 
cannot  be  recovered? — OJf  course  it  cannot  be 
recovered. 

3969.  Are  there  any  other  general  remarks  that 
you  wish  to  make  with  regard  to  the  metropolitan 
markets  ? — One  e£fect  of  the  way  in  which  both  the 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Market  and  the  London  Central 
Meat  Market  are  conducted  is  to  put  up  the  middle- 
men, the  commission  salesmen,  in  fact,  as  an  iniur- 
mountable  barrier  between  the  producer  or  sender 
and  the  consumer.  It  is  not  possible  in  the  Meat 
Market  for  the  producer  himself  to  sell  bis  own  goods. 
In  the  Cattle  Market  it  might  be  possible  for  him  to 
sell  his  goods,  but  the  trade  has  got  into  certain  hands 
and  it  would  probably  be  very  unremunerative  for  an 
entire  stranger  to  attempt  it.  There  is  another  point 
in  connexion  with  that,  namely,  that  no  sales  take 
place  by  auction  in  the  Cattle  Market. 

3960.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  so  much  the  action 
of  the  Corporation  as  the  action  of  the  salesmen 
themselves,  who  form  a  ring  to  keep  out  outsiders ;  is 
that  so,  or  can  you  point  to  any  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Corporation  which  favours  that  course  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  salesmen  ? — Yes.  As  to  the 
Central  Meat  Market  I  could  clearly  point  to  the 
Corporation  as  being  the  cause  of  it.  The  Corporation 
say  that  they  let  the  stalls  in  the  Meat  Market  at  low 
rents,  and  that  they  strongly  object  to  sub-letting, 
and  their  reason  is,  they  say,  that  if  subletting  were 
allowed  the  stalls  would  fetch  high  premiums.  I  find 
that,  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact,  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  any  outsider  or  stranger  ever  to  get  a  stall  or 
holding  in  the  London  Central  Meat  Market.  The 
practice  that  prevails  is  this :  When  a  man  who  had 
the  allotment  of  a  stall  on  the  first  opening  of  the 
market  wants  to  give  up  his  business,  he  takes  a 
partner,  and  that  partner,  bearing  in  mind  the  value 
of  the  goodwill  of  the  business  that  has  been  created, 
is  prepared  to  pay  sometimes  a  premium  amounting 
to  thousands  of  pounds  for  admission  to  the  partner- 
ship. The  Corporation,  then,  do  not  refuse  to  transfer 
the  tenancy  from  the  one  man  to  the  partnership ;  and 
afterwards,  when  the  first  man  dn)ps  out,  they  do  not 
refuse  to  continue  the  tenancy  to  the  man  who  is  left. 
In  that  way  considerable  sums  pass  from  salesman  to 
salesman  for  the  right  of  selling  in  particular  stalls. 

3961.  So  that  in  that  way  the  ostensible  regulation 
against  sub-letting  is  in  practice  defeated? — It  is. 
That  practice  defeats  another  object  which  the  Corpo- 
ration have  in  view,  and  that  is  the  prevention,  as 
they  say,  of  too  high  premiums  bein^  taken  for  the 
goodwiU  of  a  business.  I  have  been  informed  of  the 
case  of  a  salesman  who  became  bankrupt,  and  he 
alleged  that  the  value  of  the  goodwill  of  Ids  business 
was  sufficient,  if  realised,  to  pay  his  creditors  a  fair 
dividend,  but  the  Corporation,  in  pursuance  of  the 
principle  which  they  adopt  on  pi^er,  refused  to  re- 
cognise this  goodwill  aa  anything  that  could  be  sold. 
They  put  the  stall  up  to  competition,  and  the  highest 
bidder  was  accepted  by  the  Markets  Committee.  It 
is  a  fact  that  there  are  hundreds  of  people  ready  at 
this  moment  to  compete  for  any  stall  that  happens  to 
be  vacant. 

3962.  That  would  point  to  this,  would  it  not :  that 
the  accommodation  in  the  Meat  Market  is  not  suffi- 
cient ?  Can  you  suggest  any  other  way  of  defeating 
that  sort  of  private  arrangement  for  the  transfer  of 
stalls  or  other  similar  arrangements,  except  by  having 
a  larger  amount  of  space  ? — Of  course  providing  a 
larger  amount  of  space  is  one  means  of  <lefeating  it, 
but  [  would  lat(^r  on  suggest  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
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confined  to  one  market  for  London.    That,  I  think,    i^*  VT.  A. 
would  be  the  remedy.  Canm. 

3963.  Have  you  any  other  general  remarks  to  make    j^  j^i^  jggg 
about  the  market? — With  regard  to  sub-letting,  the  * 
Corporation  say  that  they  set  their  faces  against  sab- 
letting,  and  they  will  not  admit  goods  consigned  in 

any  name  other  than  that  of  a  stall  holder.  But  that 
again  is  easily  evaded  by  the  occupiers  of  stalls, 
because  they  allow  a  man  to  sell  at  their  stalls,  bj 
arrangement  with  them,  in  their  names  and  on  com- 
mission, as  they  say,  for  them ;  and  a  practice  prevails 
as  regards  sending  the  meat,  poultry,  and  otiier  things 
into  the  market,  of  using  different  ooloured  labels,  by 
which  the  stall-holders  are  enabled  to  distinguish  what 
is  sent  to  them  &om  what  is  sent  to  the  commission 
salesman ;  so  that,  although  the  Corporation  may  think 
that  on  the  face  of  it  the  goods  appear  all  right,  and 
are  sent  direct  to  the  stall-holder,  they  are,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  being  sent  to  a  commission  man  who  is 
selling  at  that  staU.  That  is  practically  sub-letting 
the  sudl,  and  the  profits  are  shared  between  the  com- 
mission man  who  cannot  get  a  stall  of  his  own,  and 
the  holder  who  has  got  the  stall. 

3964.  {Mr.  Little.)  With  r^ard  to  the  Islington 
Cattle  Market,  I  understand  you  to  complain  that  the 
accommodation  provided  was  too  large,  and  that  the 
Corporation  spent  too  much  money  in  providing  that 
accommodation  ? — Yes. 

3965.  And  you  said  that  on  the  days  when  the 
large-t  markets  were  held  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
space  unoccupied  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3966.  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  the  market 
is  designeil  to  contain  6,600  cattle,  and  that  as  many 
as  10,000  cattle  have  been  there  on  one  day ;  can  you 
reconcile  that  with  your  statement? — I  can  only 
reconcile  it  in  this  way :  that  the  cattle  do  not  get  the 
quantity  of  space  that  was  originally  designed  for  each 
animal. 

5967.  Then  they  are  crowded  ? — ^I  have  never  seen 
the  market  crowded,  and  I  have  been  there  on  some  of 
the  fullest  markets. 

3968.  If  you  say  that  the  market  is  too  large,  then 
cattle  would  have  more  room  than  was  designed  for 
them  ? — Yes. 

3969.  And  yet  you  say  tbat  they  are  crowded  into 
too  small  a  space  ? — I  can  only  imagine  as  the  answer 
to  that  that  the  cattle  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact  have 
sufficient  space  for  standing,  but  that  it  might  have 
been  originally  designed  that  they  should  have  more. 
I  should  imagine  from  what  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  capacity  of  the  market  is  greater  than  the 
6,600,  which  might  be  an  understatement. 

3970.  Leaving  that  point,  are  you  aware  that  since 
the  market  was  built  there  has  been  a  great  change  in 
the  trade  in  consequence  of  legislation  forbidding  the 
sending  of  cattle  from  schedided  countries  to  that 
market  ?— Yes,  that  is  so. 

3971.  And  that  the  cattle  which  now  go  to  Dept- 
ford  used  to  go  to  Islington  ? — Yes. 

3972.  Consequently  the  Corporation  might  have 
been  perfectly  wise  in  providing  accommodation  for 
a  much  larger  number  of  cattle  than  now  go  to  the 
Islington  Market  ? — Yes. 

3973.  And  if  those  countries  which  are  now 
scheduled  as  having  disease  were  taken  out  of  the 
schedule,  their  cattle  might  at  any  moment  come  into 
Islington  Market  ? — ^Yes. 

3974.  Therefore,  it  is  hardly  fair,  is  it,  to  judge  by 
the  state  of  the  market  at  present  and  to  say  that  too 
much  accommodation  was  provided? — ^The  view  I 
take  of  it  is  this  :  that  what  we  want  is  not  one  large 
market  like  that  in  London. 

3975.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Perhaps  I  may 
tell  you  that  we  have  had  it  in  evidence  from  several 
witnesses  here  that  the  concourse  of  buyers  is  a  great 
element  in  the  success  of  a  market,  and  that  one  large 
market  is  far  preferable  to  several  small  ones  ;  that  is 
not  your  opinion  ? — No,  it  U  not.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  I  believe  it  is  understood  that  the  London  marketo 
when  prices  are  high  get  the  highest  price^nd  when 
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pricee  are  low  the  London  markets  get  the  lowest 
price. 

3976.  With  regard  to  the  sub-letting  of  the  stalls  in 
the  Central  Meat  Market,  I  think  Lord  Balfour  asked 
you  what  remedy  you  would  apply  ;  would  you  raise 
the  rents  of  stalls  to  competition  rents  ? — ^They  are 
practically  that  already. 

3977.  But  1  thought  you  said  that  they  were  so 
low  that  a  premium  was  given  ? — The  Corporation  say 
that  they  are  low,  but  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact  the 
rents  range  from  21.  to  20/.  a  week  for  holdings. 

8978.  But  if  they  are  high  bow  is  it  that  anyone 
can  afford  to  give  a  premium  for  them ;  how  can  you 
snb-let  at  a  profit  a  thing  which  is  already  hired  too 
dear  ? — ^The  position  which  I  took  had  not  reference 
to  sub-letting  at  a  profit,  but  to  the  transferring  of  the 
stalls. 

3979.  But  you  do  not  imagine  that  they  sub-let 
without  a  profit  ? — ^They  sub- let  to  those  men  who  sell 
on  commission. 

3980.  I  think  we  heard  something  about  transferring 
the  goodwill  ? — ^Transferring  tenancy.  I  do  not  re- 
gard that  as  sub-letting. 

8981.  But  the  transfer  of  a  tenancy  and  the  pay- 
ment for  the  goodwill  of  a  busine^  implies,  does  it 
not,  that  the  occupation  is  a  profitable  one,  and  the 
rent  is  not  excessive  ? — It  implies  that  there  is  a 
monopoly  of  trade  or  a  considerable  trade  there. 

3982.  Then  you  come  back  to  this :  that  the  ac- 
commodation is  limited,  and  that  that  creates  the 
competition,  and  that  if  the  accommodation  were 
larger  the  competition  would  not  exist  ? — Yes,  that  is 
so. 

3983.  {Sir  James  Corn/.)  You  say  that  one 
instance  came  to  your  knowledge  of  a  man  who  had 
failed,  and  who  said  that  if  he  had  been  allowed  to 
sell  the  goodwill  of  his  holding  it  would  have  paid  a 
dividend  to  his  creditors,  but  that  the  Corporation 
forbade  anything  of  the  kind ;  do  you  complain  of  the 
Corporation  doing  that  ? — It  is  complained  of,  and  I 
think  it  is  reasonably  complained  of,  bearing  in  mind 
the  way  in  which  the  market  is  conducted, 

3984.  Upon  what  ground  is  the  complaint  based  ? 
— The  ground  is  this  :  that  the  market  is  so  conducted 
as  to  put  the  trade  into  a  certain  number  of  people's 
hands,  and  they  have  to  pay  very  high  rents  for  the 
privilege,  as  it  may  be  called,  of  sharing  in  that  trade ; 
and  when  one  of  those  monopolists  wants  to  transfer 
his  goodwill,  a  goodwill  which  as  a  matter  of  fact 
has  been  created  under  the  sanction  of  the  Corpora- 
tion indirectly, — just  in  the  same  way  as  a  value  is 
given  to  a  public-house  when  a  license  is  granted  to 
it, — ^yet  the  Corporation  refuse  after  that  man  has 
made  a  business  to  sanction  the  transfer  of  his  business 
to  another  person. 

3985.  But  is  not  the  Corporation  carrying  out  ihe 
principle  that  they  do  not  allow  sub-letting  when  a 
vacancy  occurs,  and  instead  of  allowing  the  parties  to 
sell  or  to  get  anything  for  their  goodwill  they  put  it 
up  to  competition  ? — Quite  so. 

3986.  Are  they,  in  your  view,  doing  anything  that 
they  ought  not  to  do  when  they  act  upon  that  prin- 
ciple ? — No,  I  think  they  are  not. 

3987.  Is  it  not  a  perfectly  fair  way  for  the  Corpora- 
tion to  act  in  conducting  their  meat  market  when  a 
vacancy  occurs  to  put  it  up  to  competition? — It  is 
quite  fair  for  them  to  put  it  up  to  competition  in  that 
way,  but  the  fact  that  the  traide  is  all  driven  into  the 
London  Central  Meat  Market  by  their  prohibiting  the 
establishment  of  any  dead  meat  markets  elsewhere  in 
the  metropolis  gives  the  commission  salesmen  an 
unfair  advantage  as  a  body  over  the  community,  that 
is  over  the  producere  and  consumers,  and  the  Corpora- 
tion take  advantage  of  that  fact  and  get  higher  rents 
in  consequence. 

3988.  Is  it  the  case  that  endeavours  have  been 
made  to  establish  markets  elsewhere^  and  that  very 
few  indeed,  if  any  of  them,  have  succeeded  ? — I  am 
not  aware.  I  believe  that  the  Corporation  have,  as  a 
rule,  opposed  the  establishment  of  any  wholesale 
market  in  the  metropolis ;  I  know  of  no  case  where 


they  have  &voured  it.  They  profess  to  favour  retail 
markets,  but  that  does  not  help  the  ■  matter,  because 
they  have  already  taken  their  toll  on  the  goods 
brought  in  wholesale. 

3989.  Do  you  think  that  the  rates  and  tolls  charged 
by  the  Corporation  in  the  Central  Meat  Market  tell 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  producers  of  the  meat  ? — 
I  think  so,  in  this  way :  when  a  man  sends  cattle  to 
nuirket,  to  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market,  we  will 
say,  he  has  to  pay  a  toll ;  and  if  the  market  happens 
to  be  a  full  market  and  the  prices  are  not  high,  it  does 
not  pay  him  to  hold  over  to  another  market  and  pay 
lairage  and  further  tolls.  The  cattle  are  therefore 
sold  to  jobbers,  and  then  they  are  slaughtered  and 
sent  to  the  Central  Meat  Market,  and  there  they  pay 
another  toll  as  dead  meat,  so  that  the  Corporation  get 
two  tolls  out  of  the  meat  when  the  price  is  lowest* 

3990.  But  is  the  toll  any  different  when  the  market 
is  high  and  when  it  is  low  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

3991.  Does  not  that  follow  the  usual  course  of 
business  that  persons  must  take  their  chance  of  the 
market  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so ;  but  I  think  that  if,  instead 
of  having  to  send  from  the  south  right  across  to  the 
north  of  London,  and  then  their  having  to  be  sent 
back  again  where  they  are  consumed,  there  were  only 
markets  to  send  them  to  round  London  such  low  prices 
would  not  prevail. 

3992.  Is  not  the  low  price  for  the  advantage  of  the 
consumer? — ^No,  not  if  it  tends  to  discourage  the 
producer.  Moreover,  the  consumer  rarely  gets  much 
benefit  in  this  way,  for  in  the  cases  I  describe  the 
"  jobber  "  is  the  one  who  makes  the  best  profit. 

3993.  {Mr.  Picton.)  As  to  the  revenues  received 
by  the  Corporation  without  providing  any  accommo- 
for  it,  that  was  before  the  building  of  the  Central 
Meat  Market,  I  suppose,  when  the  old  market  was 
held  in  Smithfield  ?— Yes. 

3994.  There  was  no  building  then,  was  there? 
Everything  was  sold  upon  the  ground  ? — I  believe  so. 

3995.  Do  you  know  whether  the  revenues  were 
considerable  ? — They  were  considerable,  but  I  have 
not  prepared  myself  with  the  figures. 

3996.  Are  they  ascertainable  ? — I  believe  so.  There 
was  a  special  report  drawn  up  about  the  year  1840. 

3997.  Was  it  a  Parliamentary  paper  ? — No,  it  was 
a  report  to  the  Corporation  of  Loudon. 

3998.  By  their  own  officers  ? — It  was  a  report  by 
their  own  officers  upon  the  markets,  a&d  that  report 
contains  a  great  deal  of  information  as  to  what  was 
theu  called  the  Smithfield  Market,  now  the  London 
Central  Meat  Market. 

3999.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  clear  up  this 
point  as  to  the  competition  for  stalls  occasionally. 
You  have  stated  that  the  Oorporation  consider,  and 
that  many  others  consider,  that  they  let  the  stalls  at 
a  low  rate,  but  that  where  a  stall  is  vacant  they  put 
it  up  to  the  highest  bidder ;  is  that  so  ?  You  men- 
tioned one  case,  at  any  rate,  in  which  this  was  done  ^ 
— I  believe  that  is  practically  what  is  done. 

4000.  It  was  put  up  to  tender  in  fact  and  they  took 
the  highest  tender  ? — I  will  not  pledge  myself  that 
they  took  the  highest  tender,  because  the  information 
is  not  within  my  knowledge ;  but  they  put  it  up  to 
competition. 

4001.  They  asked  for  tenders  ?— They  asked  for 
tenders. 

4002.  Would  the  new  comer  pay  a  higher  rent  than 
his  neighbour  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

4003.  It  seems  to  be  involved,  otherwise  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  putting  it  up  to  tender  at 
all.    Does  that  often  occur  r — No,  very  rarely. 

4004.  Then  it  would  amount  to  this :  that  there  are 
a  very  large  number  of  stall  holders  who  hold  at 
original  rents,  having  transferred  from  one  partner  to 
another,  and  a  very  few  who  pay  rents  that  they  have 
tendered  to  give ;  is  that  the  case  ? — Yes,  I  think 
that  may  be  taken  to  be  the  case. 

4005.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  those  rents 
that  are  tendered  are  much  higher  than  the  others  ?-— 
No,  I  do  not ;  I  cannot  ascertain  that. 
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4006.  Is  it  your  desire  that  there  should  be  more 
markets  ;  do  you  not  recognise  that  the  very  name 
Central  Meat  Market  suggests  a  difficulty,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  the  Central  Market  that  mainly  settles  the 
prices  ? — Yes. 

4007.  Everybody  would  be  anxious  to  come  to  the 
Central  Market  ? — At  present  they  have  no  chance  of 
going  to  any  other. 

4008.  By  way  of  illustration,  you  are  aware  that 
there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  setting  up  any  addi- 
tional fish  markets,  because  people  will  not  go  to 
them  ? — ^Practically  only  one  fish  market,  I  think  they 
call  it  the  London  Central  Fish  Market,  has  been  set 
up  by  the  Corporation  ;  and  I  think  the  reason  why 
it  has  failed  is  because  it  is  in  a  bad  situation,  and 
because  there  is  only  one  market.  What  we  want  is 
a  number  of  markets  of  the  kind  all  over  London,  and 
each  market  not  to  be  devoted  to  one  thing  such  as 
fish,  so  that  the  people  should  have  to  go  to  one  place 
for  fish,  and  to  another  for  vegetables,  and  to  another 
for  meat.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  there  were 
markets  established  in  different  parts  of  London, 
bearing  in  mind  the  growth  of  London  into  so  many 
towns. 

4009.  {Chairman,)  Are  you  speaking  of  retail 
markets,  or  of  wholesale  markets  just  now  ? — Both 
wholesale  and  retail  together  I  would  say. 

4010.  {Mr.  Picton,)  Your  idea  is  that  markets 
should  always  be  both  wholesale  and  retail  ? — I  think 
so. 

401 1 .  And  of  mixed  products  ? — ^Yes,  and  not  con- 
fined to  one  commodity,  and  then  there  would  be  a 
chance  of  the  markets  being  conducted  profitably. 

4012.  I  will  not  pursue  that  further,  because  of 
course  it  leads  to  argument ;  but  I  understand  you  to 
say  that  it  is  quite  impossible  as  a  general  rule  for  any 
new  comer  to  get  a  stall  or  the  means  of  selling  in  the 
Central  Meat  Market  ? — ^The  way  that  I  put  it  is  this : 
that  supposing  that  a  number  of  Aberdeen  cattle 
breeders,  or  a  number  of  game  and  poultry  senders 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  instead  of  sending  their 
stuff  to  salesmen  in  the  market  they  would  form  a 
syndicate  and  sell  through  their  own  agency,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  do  so. 

4013.  Can  you  form  a  judgment  as  to  whether, 
supposing  the  market  were  enlarged,  the, additional 
space  would  be  taken  up  ? — ^I  think  it  would. 

4014.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  You  were  speaking  of 
there  being  no  other  dead  meat  markets  besides  the 
Central  Market ;  is  not  LeadenhaU  a  wholesale  as  well 
as  a  retail  market  ? — It  used  to  be  a  wholesale  market, 
but  the  Corporation  have  within  the  last  few  years 
completely  changed  its  character,  and  every  act  of 
theirs  has  tended  to  drive  the  wholesale  people  from 
LeadenhaU  Market  to  the  London  Central  Market. 

4016.  There  are  very  large  butchers'  shops  in 
Leadenhall  Market  that  have  the  appearance  of  being 
occupied  by  wholesale  butchers  ;  whether  they  are,  or 
not,  I  cannot  say.  llien  again  in  Aldgate  there  is 
a  wholesale  meat  market,  a  whole  row  of  what  are 
called  carcase  butchers,  where  they  do  not  sell  retail, 
but  where  other  butchers  supply  themselves  ? — But 
that  is  merely  an  aggregation  of  shops. 

4016.  But  there  is  a  very  large  wholesale  trade 
done  there  ? — There  is.  In  the  same  way  there  is  a 
very  considerable  trade  done  in  shops  outside  the 
London  Central  Market. 

4017.  Alluding  to  the  amount  of  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  old  Smithfield  Market,  did  you  ever 
read  or  see  any  account  of  how  that  money  was 
applieil  ? — I  believe  it  always  went  to  the  City  cash. 

4018.  To  the  general  revenne  of  the  Corporation  ? 
—  Yes. 

4019.  {Chairman,)  What  advantage  is  there,  in 
your  opinion,  in  mixing  up,  in  one  wholesale  market, 
different  classes  of  prc^ucts  ? — In  the  first  place  it  is 
an  economy  of  time  to  purchasers. 

4020.  But  the  man  who  wants  to  buy  meat  whole- 
sale does  not  want  to  buy  fish  or  vegetables  wholesale  ? 
— Hotel  and  restaurant  people  will  always  buy  whole- 
sale, and  they  buy  fish  and  v^etables  and  meat. 
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4021.  But  you  ate  not  going  to  argue  tJiat  the  Mr.  TF.  A. 
hotel  and  restaurant  business  is  more  than  an  item  of  Ctusam. 
the  general  community's  business  ;  it  is  not  so  large 
an  amount,  is  it,  as  to  make  it  worth  the  while  to  alter 
the  market  system  for  its  sake  ? — It  is  a  very  con- 
siderable  amount.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  butcherb 
and  greengrocers  will  individually  get  any  advantage 
from  it. 

4022.  If  you  have  anything  more  to  add  about  the 
Central  Meat  Market  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it  ? — ^I 
think  all  that  I  have  to  add  is,  that  it  frequently 
happens  that  there  are  large  quantities  of  meat  des- 
troyed in  the  market  because  it  goes  bad,  because 
there  are  no  purchasers  for  it.  There  may  happen 
to  be  an  extra  large  supply  of  meat  in  the  mark^ 
and  the  weather  is  not  favourable  to  its  being  kept, 
and  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  all  gathered  together 
there  in  one  market,  and  London  does  not  know  of 
the  existence  of  this  glut  of  meat,  one  may  say,  many 
people  who  would  otherwise  buy,  do  not  buy  because 
they  do  not  know  the  meat  is  there :  and  although  at 
times  meat  is  sold  at  extremely  low  prices,  rather 
than  keep  it  another  day  it  frequently  happens  that 
great  quantities  of  meat  are  imder  this  system  utterly 
wasted.  That  is  one  thing  that  I  think  is  the  result 
of  having  only  this  one  central  market. 

4023.  To  put  your  contention  in  other  words,  is  it 
this  :  that  in  cases  where  there  is  an  excess  of  supply 
over  demand,  the  interest  of  the  men  who  have  stalls, 
the  commission  salesmen,  and  the  wholesale  salesmen, 
are  liable  to  be  different  from  those  of  the  producer, 
who,  rather  than  have  his  meat  destroyed,  would  have  it 
sold  at  a  lower  price  than  the  average  price  of  the 
day  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4024.  {Mr.  Picton.)  Have  you  any  notion  of  the 
amount  of  meat  destroyed,  or  do  you  think  there  is 
any  means  of  ascertaining  it  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
possible.  I  have  no  actual  information  as  to  the  amount 
of  meat  myself,  but  I  have  ascertained  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity,  some  tons  of  meat,  have  been 
destroyed  in  this  way. 

4025.  Does  it  occur  every  week? — ^I  bhould  not 
like  to  say  how  often  it  occurs :  it  is  not  within  my 
knowledge. 

4026.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Are  you  aware  whether 
there  is  any  official  account  taken  as  to  the  amount 
of  meat  destroyed,  in  the  same  way  as  there  is  with 
fish  ? — No ;  I  have  not  information  as  to  that. 

4027.  {Chairman.)  Have  you  anything  to  say 
about  the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market? — ^I  think  I 
have  said  all  I  have  to  say  about  that. 

4028.  Then  we  pass  on  to  the  Billing^ate  Fish 
Market  and  the  Central  Fish  Market ;  have  you  any- 
thing to  say  about  them? — In  the  first  place  the 
Billingsgate  Market  produces  to  the  Corporation  a 
considerable  profit.  It  is  practically  the  only  fish 
market  for  the  Metropolis.  The  trade  is  driven  into 
few  hands,  and  what  I  previously  urged  about  having 
several  what  one  may  call  markets  tor  distribution  in 
different  parts  of  the  Metropolis,  is  rather  emphasized 
by  what  goes  on  at  the  Billingsgate  Market. 

4029.  What  was  the  effect  of  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Davis  v.  Harvey  ? — That  is  a  decision  which 
I  cannot  find  reported  in  the  usual  reports,  but  its 
effect  was  this,  that  the  Corporation  were  not  entitled 
to  take  toll  outside  the  limits  of  the  Billingsgate 
Market  as  defined  by  the  Act  of  Parliament^  and  yet 
it  is  a  fact  that  they  do  take  tolls  outside. 

4030.  What  sort  of  tolls  ?— The  usual  market  tolls 
on  goods  brought  into  the  adjacent  streets  by  van  or 
waggon. 

4031.  If  it  is  illegal,  that  fact  must  be  generally 
known,  and  surely  would  have  been  challenged, 
would  it  not  ?— I  do  not  know  that  the  fact  is  generally 
known. 

4032.  You  are  sure  that  you  are  not  confusing  a 
toll  with  a  charge  for  porterage  ? — ^No  ;  I  am  informed 
that  the  Corporation  take  a  toll  on  the  goods,  sup- 
posing that  d^ey  are  brought  in  a  van  and  stand  in 
the  street  adjacent  to  the  market,  even  though  the 
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yan's  head  is  tarned  roand  and  the  goods  wheeled 
away. 

4033.  I  hardly  like  to  pursue  the  subject  unless  you 
are  satisfied  of  that,  and  can  give  us  real  information 
about  it.  You  say  that  you  are  only  informed  ? — I 
have  not  myself  witnessed  it.  Of  course  it  is  rather 
a  difficult  thing  to  do. 

4034.  But  have  you  taken  means  to  test  the  state- 
meet  in  anyway? — ^Yes,  I  have,  and  I  have  been 
informed  by  a  person  who  has  seen  the  tolls  paid. 
I  do  not  think  I  can  go  further  than  that ;  I  do  not 
know  that  he  actually  paid  the  tolL 

4035.  May  it  not  have  been  by  agreement  in  some 
way ;  are  you  sure  that  the  toll  was  not  exacted  from 
an  unwilling  payer  ? — I  believe  that  if  the  toU  was 
not  paid  the  van  would  be  moved  on  as  interfering 
with  the  regulation  of  the  streets.  The  law,  as  a  rule, 
i^  that  the  market  extends  into  the  adjacent  streets, 
but  in  this  particular  case  it  was  held  by  the  courts 
that  the  market  did  not  so  extend,  and  yet  the  Corpo- 
ration treated  it  as  though  it  did  so  extend.  I  only 
instance  that  as  one  thing  to  which  one  can  point  as 
an  illegal  charge  being  levied  by  the  Corporation  of 
London. 

4036.  In  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Packer,  the  Secretary 
to  the  Fish  Trade  Associntion,  this  question  was 
asked  him :  *^  Is  toll  levied  upon  fish  sold  Irom 
^*  vehicles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  market  ?  "  the 
answer  is :  '^  Toll  is  charged  upon  all  fish  consi^ed 
"  to  the  market,  whether  sold  in  it  or  from  vehicles 
•<  in  the  streets.**  That  would  practically  be  a  con- 
firmation of  what  you  allege  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  the  case. 

4037.  la  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  say 
with  regard  to  the  Fish  Market  ? — I  was  only  going 
to  remind  the  Commission  of  the  quantities  of  fish 
that  are  destroyed  in  connexion  with  Billingsgate 
Market,  because  that  consignment  happens  to  miss 
the  first  morning's  market.  There  being  no  other 
market  open  the  fish  will  not  keep  another  day,  and 
so  many  tons  of  good  food  are  completely  wasted ; 
whereas  if  we  had  a  number  of  markets  throughout 
the  Metropolis,  as  I  have  suggested,  it  would  certainly 
prove  remunerative  to  consign  this  late  arrival  of  fish 
to  those  markets  for  distribution  later  in  the  day. 

4038.  {Mr.  Pician.)  There  is  an  account  kept  of 
the  amount  of  fish  destroyed,  I  believe? — Yes,  I 
believe  the  Fishmongers*  Company  have  that  privilege 
under  Charter. 

4039.  {Chairman,)  You  have  given  us  general  and 
specific  complaints  about  different  markets ;  we  shall 
now  be  glad  to  have  any  general  recommendations 
which  you  wish  to  offer  ? — I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mission that  the  Corporation  of  London  have  Charter 
rights,  which  are  held  to  extend  to  a  radius  of  seven 
miles  from  the  City ;  and  I  would  point  out  that  thev 
do  nothing  more  than  provide  certain  markets,  such 
as  the  Cattle  Market,  the  Central  Meat  Market,  and 
the  Fish  Market.  Those  are  all  wholesale  markets 
conducted  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  a  revenue  to 
the  Corporation.  What  I  would  suggest  is  that  the 
Corporation  should  be  called  upon  to  exercise  their 
rights  in  such  a  way  as  to  take  account  of  the  great 

fowth  of  London  during  the  last  century.  I  think 
have  shown  that  great  injury  is  done  to  the  com- 
munity by  the  limitation  of  the  trade  in  these  few 
Central  Markets,  because  before  the  consumer  can 
get  the  food  it  has  to  pass  through  so  many  hands. 
What  I  would  suggest  is  that  the  Corporation  should 
be  called  upon  either  to  give  up  those  rights  and  let 
the  trade  fall  into  such  channels  as  it  would  naturally 
have  fallen  into  long  ago,  or  to  exercise  the  rights 
(which  would  be  better)  having  due  regard  to  the 
changed  circumstances.  A  duty  is,  as  I  should 
imagine,  imposed  upon  them  in  connexion  with  the 
Charter,  and  it  could  never  have  been  foreseen  to 
what  size  London  would  grow,  and  the  present  system 
is  greatly  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
as  regards  getting  food  into  the  possession  of  the 
massed  of  the  people. 


4040.  {Sir  Jame$  Corry.)  You  only  give  that  as 
your  own  opinion  of  course  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  my  sug- 
gestion. 

4041.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  spoke  of  the  Billingsgate 
Market  as  one  which  yielded  considerable  profit  to 
the  Corporation ;  are  you  aware  that  some  of  the 
markets  are  a  dead  loss  to  the  Corporation  ? — The 
London  Central  Fish  Maiket  is. 

404'2.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Corporation  consider 
that  they  are  justified  in  putting  all  the  markets 
together  and  putting  cho  profits  of  one  against  the 
losses  of  another  ? — Yes. 

4043.  And  that  taken  altogether  the  profit  is  a 
very  small  one,  allowing  nothing  for  the  repayment  of 
the  money  spent  on  them  ? — Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that. 

4044.  Do  yon  know  at  all  what  the  outstanding 
debt  on  these  markets  is  ? — I  do  not  know  the  actufd 
figures. 

4045.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  hear  that  it 
amounts  to  over  two  and  a  half  millions  of  money  ? — 
No,  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  hear  it. 

4046.  Are  you  aware  that  the  profit  on  all  the 
niarkois  taken  together  does  not  exceed  20,000/.  a 
year,  without  allowing  anything  for  paying  off  the 
standing  debt  ? — Yes. 

4047.  {Chairman.)  What  have  you  to  say  about 
the  Borough  Market  at  Southwark  ? — I  understand 
that  the  average  net  profits  of  the  market  are  7,000/., 
which  amounts  to  7W.  in  the  £.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  parisn  is  occupied  by  Barclay  and 
Perkin's  brewery,  the  rateable  value  of  which  is 
13,300/. ;  and  the  relief  given  to  the  poor  rate  by  this 
subsidy  from  the  Borough  Market  amounts  in  the  case 
of  that  firm  to  425/.  a  year. 

4048.  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  tolls  and  stallages  are  levied  in  the  Borough 
Market  ? — I  find  that  the  tolls  and  stallages  generally 
are  levied  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  market. 

4049.  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  regards  the 
market  accommodation  ? — Yes ;  it  is  found  to  be  very 
inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  trade  done  there.  The 
approaches  on  every  market  day  are  much  over- 
crowded, and  this  seriously  interferes  with  the 
bringing  of  the  goods  into  the  market.  Goods  con- 
signed to  the  market  arrive  outside  the  market  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  do  not  get  in  until  8  or 
9.  The  result  is  that  the  buyers  are  mostly  gone,  and 
there  is  a  loss,  a  difference  in  the  price  that  the  things 
will  realise  of  something  like  20  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  the  prices  that  would  have  been  realised  earlier. 
This  tends  to  discourage  producers  from  consigning 
their  goods  to  this  market.  I  have  been  informed  that, 
during  the  fruit  season,  certain  firms  concerned  in  the 
manufEtcture  of  jam  will  send  their  vans  to  wait  out- 
side the  market  until  those  goods  which  have  not  been 
able  to  get  into  the  market  when  the  buyers  are  all 
there  get  in  ;  and  then  they  are  sold  at  the  best  price 
that  can  be  got,  and  of  course  those  purchasers  get  the 
advantage  of  the  low  price. 

4050.  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  porterage 
at  the  Borough  Market? — I  find  that  there  is  a  great 
complaint  made  by  people  in  this  market  that  the 
trustees  levy  a  charge  for  what  they  call  porterage, 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  bringing  of  the  goods  into  Uie 
market  firom  the  vans  that  bring  them  to  the  outskirts 
of  the  market.  I  have  here  a  receipt  (producing  a 
receipt)  showing  that  they  take  that  charge.  The 
complaint  is  that  the  salesmen  and  others  in  the 
market  have  men  of  their  own  who  could  carry  the 
goods  in ;  but  they  are  prohibited  from  employing 
their  own  men,  and  they  are  required  by  the  trustees 
to  employ  the  trustees*  porters,  and  then  they  have  to 
pay  a  halfpenny  for  each  package  brought  in,  the 
other  charges  being  in  proportion ;  and  they  assert 
that  they  really  have  to  pay  their  own  men  to  stand 
idle,  while  they  are  paying  the  trustees*  porters  to 
bring  the  goods  in. 

4051.  Has  any  general  complaint  been  made  to  the 
trustees  of  that  ? — Yes,  but  they  will  not  take  any 
notice  of  it;  they  will  not  entertain  it;  they  insist 
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upon  levying  the  charge  and  the  people  who  complain 
of  it  have  only  the  alternative  of  either  paying  it  or 
getting  notice  to  quit  their  stalls. 

4052.  Have  you  suggestions  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  Borough  Market  ? — I  believe  that  the  trustees 
have  obtained  advice  a.4  to  whether  they  could 
appropriate  the  profits  of  the  market  to  enlarging  it, 
and  they  are  told  that  they  could  not  do  that,  and  I 
myself  think  it  is  open  to  considerable  doubt  whether 
they  could.  Bat  there  is  one  section  in  the  Act  which 
specifically  authorises  and  empowers  them  to  alter, 
enlarge,  extend,  and  improve  the  market. 

4053.  To  what  Act  are  you  referring  ? — ^To  the  last 
Act,  to  the  Act  of  10th  Geo.  IV. 

4054.  There  is  one  Act  of  Parliament  which  con- 
sists of  one  section,  the  whole  purport  of  which  is 
that  the  profits  are  to  be  paid  to  the  vestry  of  St. 
Saviour's  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so.  My  point  is  that  they 
ought,  instead  of  paying  over  this  7,000/.  to  the  relief 
of  the  rates,  to  have  obtained  an  Act  since  this  one. 

4055.  (Mr.  Little.)  Have  you  any  information  as 
to  the  reason  why  the  application  in  1875  failed 
and  the  preamble  was  declared  not  to  be  proved  ? — I 
do  not  know  what  the  preamble  was,  but  I  believe  the 
reason  they  failed  was  because  they  wanted  to  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  the  growers,  and  the  growers 
opposed  the  Bill  and  defeated  them  ;  but  they  would 
not  fail  if  they  confined  the  Act  to  the  purpose  of 
merely  enlarging  the  market. 

4056.  (Chairman,)  May  I  sum  up  your  suggestion 
with  regard  to  the  Borough  Market  in  this  way :  that 
even  the  latest  Act  under  which  it  is  regulated  is  of 
old  date,  and  that  generally  it  is  unsuited  to  modem 
requirements  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so. 

4057.  (Mr.  Picton,)  Have  you  had  any  means  of 
ascertaining  the  feelings  of  the  stall  holders  as  to  the 
management  of  the  market  ? — I  have  been  in  commu- 
nication with  the  greater  part  of  the  salesmen  and 
others  engaged  in  this  market,  and  I  find  that  their 
complaint  is  general  as  to  the  hardship  and  ill^ality 
of  this  charge  for  porterage ;  but  that  they  fear  the 
action  of  the  trustees,  should  they  take  any  action 
either  as  a  body  or  individually  to  defeat  it ;  and  they 
say  that  the  trustees  have  threatened  them  that  they 
have  power  under  the  Act  to  close  the  market  alto- 
gether, and  sell  the  property  as  parish  property,  and 
that  rather  than  forego  this  charge  for  porterage  they 
would  do  that.  I  have  that  testified  to  by  four  or 
more  men. 

4058.  (Chairman.)  Were  you  told  at  the  same 
time  that  the  charge  upon  goods  is  only  Is,  whereas  it 
might  be  Is,  6d,  under  the  Market  Act,  and  that  the 
charge  for  porterage  just  now  is  the  extra  6d.  ? — Yes, 
that  applies  to  potatoes  and  other  heavy  vegetables ; 
but  the  complamts  are  as  to  fruit,  oranges,  apples, 
nuts,  and  those  things ;  and  they  are  charged  there 
Id,  per  package  for  toll  and  ^d,  porterage  for  bringing 
it  in.     It  is  the  \d.  that  they  complain  of. 

4059.  Passing  on  to  Coven t  Garden  Market;  have 
you  anything  to  say  about  that  ? — ^I  may  say  generally 
that  there  are  many  complaints  from  Covent  Garden 
Market  as  to  the  unequal  way  in  which  the  tolls  and 
stallages  are  levied  upon  the  people.  With  regard  to 
the  growers  I  believe  you  have  had  evidence  that 
growers  and  commission  salesmen  are  treated 
difierently,  and  that  the  tendency  of  the  action  of  the 
owner  of  the  market  is  to  oust  the  grower  and  introduce 
the  salesman,  and  thus  to  favour  foreign  produce.  By 
the  Act  the  market  is  planned  out  in  a  certain  way, 
and  certain  portions  of  the  market  are  assigned  to 
growers  and  to  commission  salesmen ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  at  the  time  when  this  3(larket  Act  was 
passed,  t>0  years  ago,  the  great  extent  to  which  foreign 
produce  would  come  into  the  market  was  not  foreseen. 
That  is  now  a  great  trade  in  the  market.  Now  the 
market  owner  encourages  the  salesmen  of  foreign 
produce  at  the  expense  of  thu  growers,  who  have  had 
to  fight  inch  by  inch  to  retain  their  stands  in  the 
market  as  assigned  to  them  under  the  Act. 

4060.  Have  you  anything  to  say  with  r^ard  to 


the  terms  of  the  tenancies  ? — ^The  central  avenue,  i:s 
it  is  called  in  this  market,  is  nothing  more  than  an 
aggregation  of  shops ;  it  is  what  one  might  call  an 
arcade,  and  it  ought  to  be  severed  from  the  market. 
One  cannot  regard  it  as  a  means  of  distributing  by 
retail  the  goods  in  the  market  at  all.  But  there  the 
tenancy  is  weekly,  and  these  people  make  businesses 
the  goodwill  of  which  is  something  valuable,  and  then 
when  they  have  done  that,  after  having  been  there 
many  years,  they  are  liable  to  a  week's  notice,  and 
then  the  rent  is  raised  mainly  because  of  the  monopoly 
of  trading  that  exists  in  this  avenue. 

4061.  Do  you  know  any  actual  instances  in  which 
that  has  been  done  ? — I  can  dte  one  case  in  which 
the  agent  of  the  owcer  of  the  market  raised  the  rent 
from  S55.  to  4/.  a  week,  and  at  the  same  time  made  it 
a  condition  that  the  business  should  not  be  carried  on 
as  theretofore,  but  that  instead  of  being  a  fruiterer's 
and  florist's,  it  should  be  a  fruiterer's  only.  As  the 
business  that  the  person  had  made  was  more  of  a 
fiower  business  than  a  fruiterer's  business,  and,  as  it 
is  generally  said  by  the  keepers  of  shops  in  this  avenue 
that  a  sufficient  income  cannot  be  derived  from  fruit 
alone,  the  restriction  was  such  as  to  give  the  person 
no  alternative  but  to  leave. 

4062.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  Did  the  person  leave? 
— She  did  leave. 

4063.  (Chairman,)  Mr.  Bourne  was  asked  this 
question  :  "  Do  you  ever  interfere  with  regard  to  the 
**  people  who  are  employed  by  the  holders  of  stalls  or 
'^  shops  insisting  upon  their  dismissing  a  servant,  for 
"  instance?"  And  Mr.  Bourne  replied:  "You  are 
"  now  asking  a  general  question  arising  from  a  special 
"  case,  the  case  of  Miss  Slaymaker.  There  has  been 
"  one  case  of  that  kind,  and  only  one,  to  my  know- 
^  ledge,"  and  then  he  proceeds  to  describe  it.  Do 
you  know  of  any  other  case  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any 
other  case  on  all  fours  with  that,  but  I  know  that  the 
tenants  are  from  time  to  time  required  by  the  super- 
intendent of  the  market  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  certain 
things. 

4^4.  Such,  for  example,  as  keeping  their  fruits 
and  flowers  in  alternate  windows  ? — That  would  be 
one  instance,  and  that  they  cannot  make  use  of  the 
shop  in  the  way  they  like,  and  find  best  and  most 
convenient  to  themselves,  and  that  if  they  insist  upon 
placing  their  goods  in  their  own  shop  in  the  way  they 
like  best,  they  are  threatened  with  a  week's  notice  to 
quit. 

4065.  While  you  cannot  say  that  that  is  contrary 
to  the  powers  of  the  owner,  you  regard  it  as  an  unwise 
and  arbitrary  restriction  upon  business? — ^es;  and 
what  I  rather  want  to  urge  upon  this  point  is  that  the 
central  avenue  of  Covent  Grarden  does  not  fulfil  the 
purpose  for  which  stalls  should  exist  in  a  market.  It 
is  merely  an  aggregation  of  shops  ;  and  being  such 
the  shops  would  be  far  better  let,  not  in  the  way  that 
stalls  in  a  market  are  let,  that  is  to  say  on  weekly 
tenancies  for  the  people  to  bring  their  goods  in  and 
out  from  day  to  day  as  the  trade  goes,  but  in  the  way 
that  shops  in  an  ordinary  street  would  be  let. 

4066.  After  all  you  cannot  say  the  owner  of  the 
market  is  exceeding  his  rights  ? — ^No. 

4067.  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  Spitalfields 
Market? — As  regards  Spitalfields  Market  the  only 
point  to  which  1  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  is  that  the  market  is  held  every  day  of  the 
week,  although  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  laid 
it  down  that  the  market  could  only  be  lawfully  held 
on  the  two  days  in  the  week  mentioned  in  the  Charter, 

4068.  What  was  the  name  of  the  case  in  which 
that  decision  was  given? — The  Attorney-General  v. 
Homer  (14  Q.  B.  Div.  246),  4th  November  1884. 

4069.  What  do  you  argue  from  that  ?— That  should 
the  time  come  to  buy  up  these  market  rights,  that  is 
an  element  that  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
so  that  the  compensation  should  not  be  based  upon 
the  total  income  derived  from  the  market,  but  that  it 
should  be  calculated  upon  the  income  derived  from 
the  exercise  of  the  market  according  to  the  Charter. 


Mr,  W.  A. 
CaM9(m 

16  Mar.  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
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Mr, 
J.  Follows. 

IC  Mar.  1888. 


Mr.  John  Follows  examined. 


4070.  You  are  an  Alderman  of  the  borough  oi 
Stafford,  I  believe  ? — I  am. 

1071.  Are  you  here  as  an  Alderman,  or  to  represent 
your  own  personal  views? — I  am  here,  not  as  an 
Alderman,  but  to  represent  the  views  that  I  and  a 
very  large  number  of  other  people  in  Stafford  hold 
with  regard  to  markets.  I  have  had  a  difierence  with 
the  Corporation  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

4072.  I  understand  that  you  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Council  since  November  1875,  and  you  were 
elected  an  Alderman  two  years  ago  ?— Yes. 

4073.  Before  you  became  a  member  of  the  Council 
you  were  inspector  of  markets  for  the  Corporation  for 
about  four  years,  were  you  not  ? — ^Yes. 

4074.  And  you  have  had  a  stall  in  the  market  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ? — Yes. 

4075.  You  have  some  statement  which  you  wish  to 
make ;  will  you  kindly  make  it  ? — The  Corporation  of 
Stafford  formerly  had  an  open  market,  which  they 
have  closed.  They  have  erected  buildings  and  stopped 
the  open  market,  and  the  consequence  is  that,  in  my 
judgment,  it  prevents  a  great  deial  of  produce  coming 
to  market  because  of  the  expense  of  the  stallages.  The 
rates  are  moi'e  than  they  nsed  to  be,  the  space  is 
limited,  and  the  traffic  has  got  into  the  hands  of  certain 
rings. 

4076.  As  I  understand  the  matter,  what  you  have 
now  mentioned  was  done  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  in 
1876? — Yes,  that  gave  permission  to  the  Corporation. 

4077.  And  the  markets  which  they  erected  were 
finished  in  1880? — Yes,  I  believe  they  were  in  1880 
or  1881. 

4078.  In  1881  the  existing  open  markets  were 
closed  and  trade  driven  into  the  new  market  ? — ^Yes. 

4079.  We  understand  that  the  market  had  existed 
by  Charter  from  the  time  of  the  reign  of  King  John  ? 
— It  existed  before ;  but  that  is  the  first  we  have  of  it, 
I  have  a  copy  of  King  John's  Charter  here. 

4080.  Is  your  allegation  that  the  Corporation  have 
acted  beyond  their  rights  or  that  what  they  have  done, 
though  within  their  rights,  has  been  injudicious  as  a 
matter  of  policy  ? — My  allegation  is  that  they  have 
acted  beyond  their  rights,  that  they  have  no  power  to 
close  an  open  market  except  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

4081.  Has  that  ever  been  the  subject  of  legal  pro- 
ceedings ? — Yes,  I  have  been  summoned  myself. 

4082.  Will  you  explain  the  circumstances  ? — The 
moment  the  market  was  closed,  I  took  a  stall  in  the 
market,  and  I  was  summoned.  I  have  the  newspaper 
report  here  if  any  of  the  members  of  the  Commission 
would  like  to  see  it.  I  then  pleaded  my  right  to  stand, 
and  it  ousted  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates. 
There  was  another  case  in  which  a  man  from  Notting- 
ham was  also  summoned  and  the  magistrates  dismissed 
his  case. 

4083.  You  practically  won  your  case  ? — Yes. 

4084.  Then  did  you  continue  to  stand  in  the 
market  ? — ^No,  I  only  stood  for  the  purpose  of  trjdng 
it.  I  have  not  stood  in  the  market  for  more  than 
fifteen  years. 

4085.  What  is  the  complaint  about,  that  you  wish 
to  make? — I  have  here  an  ordnance  sheet  of  the 
borough  (producing  an  ordnance  map).  The 
complaint  is  that  this  large  space  of  ground  which  is 
available  for  markets  is  not  used.  (The  witness 
described  the  map.)  The  Corporation  have  put  up  a 
permanent  erection,  which  I  say  the  Corporation  had 
no  right  to  do,  because  it  is  a  piece  of  ground  of  which 
the  public  have  the  right  of  user. 

4086.  What,  in  your  opinion,  has  been  the  policy  of 
the  Corporation  ? — The  efiect  of  their  policy  has  been 
to  materially  lower  the  sum  of  money  that  has  been 
collected  in  the  shape  of  tolls.  Before  they  built 
these  new  buildings  the  tolls  were  let  during  the  time 
I  was  mai'ket  inspector  for  650/.  per  annum.  This 
included  shows,  the  rent  of  which  I  collected,  amount- 
ing to  about  20/.  annually. 


4087.  (Mr.  CharringtofL)  Were  they  farmed  at  thai 
rate  ? — ^They  were.  As  you  will  see  by  the  answer 
of  the  Corporation,  after  spending  between  9,000/.  and 
10,000/.,  and  I  think  there  was  a  matter  of  6,000/.  or 
7,000/.  spent  by  the  county  and  enlarged  by  private 
subscription,  amounting  altogether  to  nearly  15,000/., 
the  tolls  only  realise  a  sum  of  little  over  £00/.  per 
annum. 

4088.  How  is  that  explained  ? — ^It  is  explained  by 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  sinking  ftmd,  and 
the  extra  expenses  and  the  gas  and  all  that,  and  the 
heavy  taxes  upon  the  buildings. 

4089.  (Chairman.)  Your  complaint  is  this,  then, 
that  the  Corporation  are  making  less  profit  than  they 
did  before. 

4090.  Not  that  the  market  is  lees  efficient  ? — I  say 
that  the  market  is  less  efficient.  There  are  only  a 
certain  number  of  stalls.  Take  the  butchers'  stalls  ; 
there  are  alK)ut  40  stalls  in  the  market,  and  they  let 
for  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  there  are  uo 
more  to  let.  The  last  time  that  \he  market  inspector 
was  asked  by  the  Corporation  at  the  Corporation 
meeting  he  said  that  he  had  five  i4)plications  for  stalls 
and  that  he  had  not  room  to  put  them.  In  order  to 
show  the  efiect  that  that  has  on  the  production  of 
marketable  aiticles  I  may  mention  that  a  large  firm  of 
Colonial  butchers  were  down  in  the  town  some  six 
or  seven  months  ago,  and  they  wished  to  get  a  stall 
for  the  purpose  of  Bclliog  Colonial  meat;  but  they 
were  told  that  they  could  not  have  one,  all  the  stalls 
being  occupied.  They  then  wanted  to  stand  in  the 
open  market ;  but  notice  was  given  to  them  that  if 
they  stood  in  the  open  market  they  would  be  prose- 
cuted. The  consequence  was  that  the  butchers  kept 
up  the  price  of  meat,  and  it  was  no  benefit  to  the 
farmer  and  a  decided  loss  to  the  consumer. 

4091.  Your  point  is  this,  is  it  not,  that  the  oon- 
centration  of  the  market  under  a  roof  has  thrown  the 
conduct  of  the  business  too  much  into  the  hands  of 
the  salesmen  ? — Yes,  and  that  the  producer  does  not 
get  an  opportunity  of  taking  his  stufi*  into  the  market 
because  there  is  no  room  for  him. 

4092.  Is  the  producer  artificially  kept  out  in  any 
way  ? — Yes. 

4093.  How  ? — He  is  kept  out  by  there  not  being 
room  for  him.  Take  the  u:ticle  of  potatoes.  Some 
20  years  ago  I  have  seen  as  many  as  15  or  20  and 
sonKetimes  25  farmers'  carts  or  waggons  brought  down 
to  the  potato  market  where  it  was  originally  held,  and 
the  potatoes  used  to  be  put  down  on  the  pavement.  I 
do  not  think  that  they  paid  any  toll  at  idl ;  they  only 
paid  a  small  sum  for  the  use  of  the  scales,  and  the 
potatoes  were  sold  to  the  consumers  in  small  quantities 
as  they  were  wanted.  Now  the  very  same  potatoes 
are  very  often  sent  over  to  Birmingham  and  sold 
there  in  the  wholesale  market  and  brought  back  again 
to  Stafford  to  be  retailed,  and  there  is  no  place  at  all 
for  2k  producer  to  put  his  articles  in,  although  all  this 
large  amount  of  money  has  been  spent. 

4094.  Has  complaint  been  made  to  you  by  the 
producers  upon  that  point  ? — ^Yes,  by  scores  of  tiiem. 
Even  last  Saturday  night  a  very  large  farmer  who 
faims  500  or  600  acres  told  me  that  he  had  to  sell  his 
potatoes  to  Birmingham  and  Wolverhampton  sales- 
men ;  whereas  if  he  had  a  chance  of  putting  them  in 
Stafford  market  place  he  would  be  able  to  get  a  penay 
a  measure  more  for  them,  and  that  he  could  afford  to 
sell  them  to  people  for  twopence  a  measure  less  than 
they  are  paying  for  them  now. 

4095.  Has  £is  ever  been  publicly  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Corporation  ? — Over  and  over  again,  and 
the  public  feeling  is  so  much  aroused  in  the  matter 
now,  that  notice  of  motion  was  given  last  Tuesday  by 
the  chairman  of  the  markets  committee  to  reopen  the 
markets.  At  the  last  council  election,  the  eight 
gentlemen  who  were  returned,  were  returned  pledged 
to  re-open  the  market,  and  there  was  a  bye  election 
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last  week,  and  the  two  gentlemen  who  were  also  then 
returned,  were  pledged  to  re-open  the  market. 

4096.  We  may  hope  that  the  question  will  be  solved 
by  the  action  of  the  people  of  Stafford  itself? — We 
may  hope  so.  But  this  sort  of  thing  is  going  on  all 
over  the  country.  Nine  miles  away,  at  Rugely, 
there  is  a  contention  between  the  lord  of  the  manor 
and  the  local  board.  At  Newport,  14  miles  from  us, 
there  is  an  appeal  to  be  heard  next  week  at  the 
Shrewsbury  Sessions,  as  to  the  right  of  the  local 
board  to  put  stalls  in  the  streets,  and  several  more 
difficulties  have  arisen  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  Hardly  a  week  passes  when  you  take  up  any 
provincial  paper  but  you  find  this  market  question 
cropping  up.  There  is  no  clear  definition  of  rights, 
and  in  many  cases  it  is  not  known  who  are  the  market 
authorities. 

4097.  Is  there  any  other  point  which  you  wish  to 
represent  ? — The  vegetable  market,  the  market  inspec- 
tor informs  the  corporation,  is  practically  in  the 
hands  of  one  middleman  who  is  pretty  wealthy,  and 
he  tells  the  rest  what  prices  to  charge.  Of  course, 
if  it  were  not  that  we  have  a  good  deal  of  garden 
land  sun'ounding  the  town,  the  prices  would  be  terribly 
enhanced. 

4098.  Your  point  is  this,  that  if  there  was  fair  play 
for  the  producers,  they  could  stop  a  combination  of 
that  kind  ? — Certainly,  because  you  will  allow  me  to 
mention  this  as  an  example  :  I  have  a  large  piece  of 
ground  attached  to  my  own  house.  Sometimes  I 
produce  vegetables,  especially  potatoes  in  larger 
quantities  than  I  want,  but  I  have  no  means  of  selling 
them  only  to  the  middleman,  because  I  could  not  go 
and  take  a  stall  in  the  market  every  day,  although  I 
might  occasionally  send  down  one  of  my  men  to  do  so. 
Last  year  I  had  100  bags  of  potatoes  more  than  I 
wanted,  and  I  had  to  sell  them  to  the  middleman  and 
take  his  price  because  I  had  no  place  to  sell  them 
anywhere  else. 

4099.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  are  probably  aware  that 
there  are  complaints  from  many  markets  that  they 
are  not  covered,  but  are  held  in  the  open  air  and  in 
the  open  spaces  of  the  town  ? — There  were  com- 
plaints about  our  markets  till  they  were  covered,  and 
now  a  good  many  of  us  wish  that  they  were  uncovered. 
I  may  say  that  I  am  a  firework  manufacturer  and 
travel  a  great  deal  about  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
know  of  any  case  in  which  there  is  not  an  open 
market  as  well  as  a  closed  market.  Even  in  Wolver- 
hampton, where  they  laid  out  a  large  amount  of 
money,  they  had  to  purchase  property  at  a  higher  rate 
for  the  purpose  of  having  an  open  market. 

4100.  (Chairman.)  When  you  speak  of  an  open 
market,  do  you  mean  open  so  far  as  the  air  is  con- 
cerned, or  do  you  mean  open  so  that  anyone  can  go 
and  sell  there  ? — Open  in  both  ways ;  open  to  the  sky. 
There  are  no  expensive  buildings,  and  there  are  no 
expenses  on  them  and  consequently  sellers  can  go  in 
for  very  much  less  toll  than  they  have  to  pay  in  a 
market  building. 

4101.  (Mr.  Little.)  Do  the  freemen  of  Stafford 
claim  some  special  right  ? — ^Yes,  we  have  a  right  of 
standing  toll  free.  It  was  at  first  siven  in  all  the 
markets  in  England,  but  by  desuetude  it  now  exists 
only  at  Stafford. 

4102.  They  claim  the  right  of  standing  toll  free  in 
the  open  market  in  their  own  town  ? — ^Yes. 

4103.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  to  do  away  with 
that  right  ? — The  Corporation  put  a  clause  in  the  Bill 
of  1876  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  take  tolls  in 


spite  of  any  custom  in  the  matter.    The  Markets  and  Mr. 

Fairs  Clauses  Act  was  incorporated  and  a  clause  put      *^'  ^^jjows. 
in  that  "the  Corporation  may,  noth withstanding  any    jg^^  jgg^. 

**  law  or  cusfx)m,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this '. 

"  Act,  demand  and  take  in  their  markets  and  fairs 
*<  such  tolls  as  they  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
"  Local  Government  Board  from  time  to  time  deter- 
"  mine."  I  have  always  told  them  they  have  no 
authority  to  do  that,  because  our  freemen's  rights 
were  reserved  to  us  by  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act 
of  1835,  and  this  was  an  attempt  by  a  private  Act  to 
override  a  public  Act. 

4104.  But  that  Act  being  obtained,  do  you  still  say 
that  those  rights  exist  ? — ^The  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  of  1883,  six  years  afterwards,  re-enacts  the 
freemen's  privileges  the  same  as  they  were  in  1835,  so 
that  that  clause  of  the  Act  is  mere  waste  paper. 

4105.  (^t>  James  Corry.)  According  to  your 
experience  of  what  has  happened  in  Stafford,  do  you 
think  the  municipal  authority  is  the  best  authority  to 
have  charge  of  the  market  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  because 
if  they  go  wrong,  a^  they  have  in  this  instance  in  the 
course  of  a  very  short  time,  they  can  be  made  to  go 
right.  It  is  far  better  to  be  in  the  hands  of  an  elective 
body  than  in  the  hands  of  a  private  proprietor  who  has 
only  his  own  interest  to  consult. 

4106.  You  will  be  able  to  get  this  put  straight 
yourselves  without  the  interference  of  any  other 
authority  ? — We  think  so.  We  mean  to  have  a  good 
try.  But  at  the  same  time  I  hope  the  result  of  the 
labours  of  this  Commission  will  be  some  fresh  legisla- 
tion on  the  matter,  so  that  it  can  be  fairly  settled, 
because  1  can  assure  you  that  the  cases  are  perpetually 
cropping  up,  and  unfortunately  they  are  generally 
against  poor  men,  the  stallholders,  who  have  no  chance 
in  fighting  a  Corporation. 

4107.  (Chairman.)  As  regards  fresh  legislation, 
is  there  any  point  that  you  would  like  to  bring  befoi'e 
us  that  might  be  made  the  subject  of  a  general  recom- 
mendation ? — No  more  than  that  I  should  like  to 
insist  that  Corporations  should  not  be  allowed  to 
make  a  profit  out  of  any  market  and  that  there  should 
be  in  every  town  sufiicient  accommodation  found 
for  casual  producers  who  happen  to  come  into  the 
market. 

4108.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  But  I  thought  you  esta- 
blished your  right  to  go  into  that  open  space  and  have 
a  stall  there  ? — I  established  that  I  had  a  claim,  and 
my  claim  prevented  the  magistrates  having  jurisdiction, 
but  the  question  itself  is  not  decided. 

4109.  Is  that  open  space  occupied  ? — It  has  been 
occupied  every  Saturday  since.  The  Corporation 
took  tolls  at  it  until  last  November  twelve  month. 
Then  it  was  stopped  for  a  time  till  I  tried  it.  Since 
then  there  have  been  lots  of  people  there.  The  Corpo- 
ration officers  go  and  threaten  them  in  the  morning, 
but  those  people  refuse  to  go,  and  there  the  matter 
ends.  I  should  think  we  have  lost  at  least  200/. 
in  tolls  which  the  stall-holders  would  gladly  pay. 

4110.  Is  there  anything  more  you  would  like  to 
add  ?— No. 

4111.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Is  it  your  general 
opinion  that  the  markets  are  better  in  the  hands  of 
public  authorities  than  in  the  hands  of  individuals? — 
Certainly. 

4112.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  But  you  would  not  allow 
them  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  markets  ? — I  would 
not  allow  them  to  make  a  profit,  because  I  think  the 
markets  were  established  for  the  supply  of  the  com- 
munity. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock. 
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Sir  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 


Mr.  William  Poupart  examined. 


4113.  {Chairman)  I  believe  you  are  the  President 
o!  the  Market  Gardeners',  Nurserymen,  and  Farmers' 
Association  ? — I  am. 

4114.  For  what  purpose  was  that  association 
formed  ? — For  the  protection  of  the  conmion  interests 
of  the  trade  and  its  members.  I  will  show  you,  if  you 
please,  a  copy  of  the  rules  (handing  in  a  copy), 

4115.  The  objects  of  the  association  appear  to  be 
the  protection  and  promotion  of  the  common  interests 
of  its  members  as  market  ^rdeners,  nurserymen,  and 
farmers,  and  also  the  relief  of  members  in  distress  ? — 
Tes,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the 
trade  in  generaL 

4116.  May  we  take  it  that  this  association  repre- 
sents the  growers  of  produce  attending  Covent  Garden 
Market  ? — I  think  so. 

4117.  How  many  members  does  it  number? — A 
little  over  100  at  the  present  time. 

4118.  And  I  suppose  we  mav  assume  that  among 
those  members  are  some  of  the  largest  growers  of  pro- 
duce who  frequent  the  market  ? — ^Tes. 

4119.  How  long  has  the  association  existed  ? — 
Since  the  year  1828.  The  deed  of  settlement  was 
made  upon  the  28th  of  November  1828. 

4120.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  growers  have  from  time 
immemorial  enjoyed  rights  and  facilities  in  reference  to 
the  market  r — ^Yes. 

4121.  Are  any  special  rights  of  the  growers  recog- 
nised by  the  Act  of  George  IV.  under  which  the 
market  is  now  held  ? — Yes.  Sections  7, 9, 14,  and  17, 
I  think  you  will  find  all  apply  to  that.  Section  7  is 
the  appropriation  clause,  and  that  allot^s  the  market 
into  various  sections.  The  first  sub-section  of  sec- 
tion 7  provides  that  certain  stands  which  are  marked 
in  the  plan  with  the  letter  B  are  to  be  "  exclusively 
appropriated"  (the  word  ** exclusively  "  is  used)  "to 
"  the  reception  of  waggons  and  carts  in  which  fruit, 
^<  flowers,  v^^etables,  roots,  or  herbs  shall  be  brought 
"  to  the  said  market  for  sale,  and  for  the  exposing  to 
"  sale  and  selling  such  fruit,  flowers,  vegetables,  roots, 
<<  or  herbs  on  the  stand  to  which  the  same  shall  be 
"  brought,  subject  to  such  tolls  or  sums  of  money  as 
"  are  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act  in  that  behalf 
"  mentioned ;  and  the  growers  of  fruit,  flowers,  vege- 
'<  tables,  roots,  or  herbs,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  Uie 
"  person  having  the  preferable  rieht  to  resort  to  such 
^  stands  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act."  The  next 
section  is  as  to  the  parts  of  the  market  which  are 
marked  with  the  letter  C,  and  it  provides  that  those 
partti  "  sliall  be  divided  into  stands,  which  stands  shall 
**  be  called  'the  yearly  cart  stands.'  and  shall  (except 
«  and  subject  as  herein-after  mentioned)  be  exclusively 
"  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  waggons  and  carts 
*'  of  or  belonging  to  growers  of  fruit,  flowers,  vege- 


"  tables,  roots,  or  herbs,  and  to  the  exposing  to  sale, 
"  and  selling  the  fruit,  flowers,  vegetables,  roots,  or 
'•  herbs  grown  or  reared  by  such  growei-s,  and  be  let 
"  by  the  said  Duke,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  being  owners 
'*  of  the  said  maiket,  or  their  tenants  thereof,  by  the 
"  year  or  for  any  shorter  period,  at  such  yearly  or 
"  other  rents,  and  subject  to  such  tolls  or  sums  of 
"  money,  as  are  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act  in  that 
''  behalf  mentioned ;  and  the  person  to  whom  any  such 
''  stand  shall  be  let  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  holder 
"  thereof,  and  the  person  having  the  preferable  right 
*'  to  resort  thereto  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act." 
The  next  snb- section  as  to  letter  D  refers  to  the 
potato  market ;  the  next,  as  to  letter  E,  refers  to  the 
fruit  market.  Letters  F  and  G  are  the  **  yearly  pitch- 
"  ing  stands,"  and  the  same  rule  applies  as  applies  to 
letter  C.  The  word  "  exclusively "  is  used  there 
again. 

4122.  In  other  words  you  claim  under  the  Act  an 
exclusive  right  to  certain  portions  of  the  market  for 
the  growers  ? — ^For  the  growers  of  produce. 

4128.  Is  there  any  definition  of  who  Uie  growers 
are  ?  Is  it  any  person  who  grows  produce  and  sends 
it  to  the  market  ? — I  take  it  that  it  does  not  matter 
how  far  from  London  he  comes,  although  no  doubt  it 
was  originally  intended  to  iHPP^J  ^  growers  in  the 
vicinity  of  London. 

4124.  Therefore  the  number  of  growers  being 
unlimited,  and  the  area  assigned  to  them,  as  we  may 
suppose,  limited,  there  will  probably  always  be  a 
certain  number  excluded  who  cannot  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  the  Act  P—Just  so. 

4125.  That  is  not  what  you  complain  of? — No. 

4126.  Do  you  complain  that  the  accommodation 
provided  by  the  Act  is  unduly  restricted  ? — ^Yes. 

4127.  In  other  words  you  want  more  space  for  the 
growers  ? — I  mean  that  certain  Rtands  which  are  by 
tibe  Act  allotted  to  growers  are  occupied  by  people 
other  than  growers. 

4128.  Then  you  say  that  the  growers  are  refused 
tenancies ;  what  do  you  mean  by  their  being  refused 
tenancies  ? — There  are  certain  growers  who  wish  to 
take  a  yearly  stand.  But  there  are  yearly  stands 
unlet,  or  presumably  unlet,  or  occupied  by  somebody 
else,  and  they  cannot  get  admitted  as  tenants. 

4129.  Is  your  objection  that  they  are  not  allowed 
to  hold  these  stands  for  a  year,  or  for  any  lonsrer 
term ;  or  that  Ihey  cannot  get  them  at  all  on  any 
terms  ? — Some  of  the  stands  that  I  could  mention  they 
cannot  get  on  any  terms. 

4130.  You  say  in  the  statement  which  has  been 
put  before  us  that  some  of  the  stands  are  unlet  not- 
withstanding application  for  them  by  growers;  do 
you  mean  that  they  are  allowed  to  remain  absolutely 
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unoccupied  ? — No,  some  of  them  are  reserved  and 
treated  as  casual  stands.  Thej  are  saved  for  perhaps 
ono  grower  wJio  occupies  the  same  stand  morning 
after  morning ;  but  he  is  charged  per  momin|!^ 
instead  of  by  the  year,  which  amounts  to  a  very  con- 
siderable difference. 

4131.  {Mr,  Little^  The  terms  are  less  favoumble  ? 
— Certainly. 

4132.  {Chairman.)  Then  you  say  that  they  are  let 
to  persons  who  are  not  entitled  to  become  tenants ; 
what  other  persons  are  those  ? — Persons  who  are  not 
growers. 

4133.  You  complain  further  that  some  of  these 
stands  are  used  for  purposes  other  than  those  for  which 
they  were  appropriated  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

4134.  And  the  charges  are  made  by  way  of  rent 
and  tolls  in  excess  of  the  tolls  and  charges  authorised 
by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

4135.  With  regard  to  the  casual  cart  stands,  under 
the  Act,  as  we  understand,  those  are  to  be  exclusively 
appropriated  for  waggons  and  carts  in  which  produce 
shall  be  brought  to  the  market  for  sale,  and  for  selling 
such  produce,  the  growers  having  a  preferable  right  to 
resort  thereto  ? — Y  eg. 

4136.  Do  you  say  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
are  not  complied  with  in  that  respect  ? — Yes,  there 
are  a  number  of  those  casual  stands  that  are  occupied, 
some  by  commission  men  and  a  great  number  of  them 
by  people  selling  oranges — middlemen. 

4137.  You  are  a  numerous  association,  and  I  sup- 
pose an  association  of  men  fairly  well  off;  if  there  has 
been  any  violation  of  the  Act  have  you  ever  attem])- 
ted  to  test  it  in  a  court  of  law  ? — No. 

4138.  Why  not  ?  You  complain  that  the  growers 
are  excluded  from  privileges  to  which  they  are  entitled 
under  the  Act ;  therefore  you  complain  of  a  breach  of 
the  Act? — Yes. 

4139.  Is  not  the  natural  remedy  for  that  an  appli- 
cation to  a  court  of  law  ? — Certainly.  I  can  only  give 
you  the  reasons  since  I  have  been  in  office  myself,  and 
I  have  not  been  in  office  so  very  many  years ;  but  I 
know  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  men  who 
have  been,  1  may  say,  overcharged  to  come  forward. 
Even  now  there  are  men  who  refuse  to  become  mem- 
bers of  our  association  on  this  ground.  And  I  may 
say  further  that  the  association  until  now  has  not  been 
enrolled,  and  the  action  would  have  to  be  taken  by  the 
party  aggrieved,  and  that  we  could  never  get  done. 

4140.  But  however  it  may  be  you  have  a  remedy 
in  a  court  of  law  for  the  wrong  if  it  exists,  and  you 
have  not  used  it  ? — ^Not  up  to  now. 

4141.  Your  complaint  is  that  persons  other  than 
growers  are  allowed  to  occupy  poilions  of  those  stands, 
and  that  growers  are  consequently  crowded  out  and 
driven  into  the  public  thoroughfares  ? — Yes. 

4142.  With  regard  to  the  yearly  cart  stands,  we 
understand  that  those  under  the  Act  are  also  to  be 
exclusively  appropriated  for  the  waggons  and  carts 
of  growers  of  produce  ? — Yes,  thnt  Is  our  reading  of 
the  Act. 

4143.  And  that  they  are  to  bo  let  to  growers  at  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  schedule  to  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

4144.  Do  you  complain  that  yeai'ly  cart  stands  have 
been  refused  to  them  ? — Yes. 

4145.  Have  applications  been  made  for  such  stands  ? 
— Yes,  I  have  here  a  list  of  people  who  have  made 
applications. 

4146.  Has  a  considerable  portion  of  the  space 
allotted  for  yearly  stands  been  appropriated  for  casual 
attendants  at  the  market  ? — It  has. 

4147.  You  state  here  that  in  some  cases  growers 
have  been  driven  to  pay  rent«  and  tolls  in  excess  of 
those  authorised  by  the  Act,  as  a  condition  of  their 
tenancy  ? — ^Yes. 

4148.  There  again  is  a  case  where  if  the  Act  has 
been  infringed  you  would  have  a  remedy  in  a  court  of 
law  ? — ^Yes.  This  I  might  say  iu  passing  is  compara- 
tively new. 

4149.  Are  we  to  understand  that  practically  the 
same  complaint  is  made  with  regard  to  the  yearly 
pitching  stands  ;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  let  exclu- 
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sively  to  growers,  but  that  they  are  not  let  exclusively  Mr. 

to  growers  ? — Yes.     Growers  are  driven  to  pay  rents     W.  Poupart, 

and   tolls  far  in  excess  of  those  authorised  by  the  

schedule,  as  a  condition  of  their  tenancy.     I  could  not    ^^  ^^^'  ^^^8. 
give  you  any  case  of  a  grower  being  driven  to  pay  ^^ 

an  excessive  rent  as  a  yearly  tenant ;  but  in  the  stands 
which  are  called  the  yearly  pitching  stands  used  by 
casual  attendants,  and  those  who  are  refused  t^Bnancies, 
I  can  give  instances  in  which  occupiers  of  a  stand 
from  morning  to  morning  are  charged  over  and  above 
the  schedule  prices. 

4150.  The  growers,  as  we  understand,  have,  by  the 
Act,  a  monopoly  of  certain  parts  of  the  market ;  and 
your  object  is  to  assert  that  monopoly,  and  you  object 
to  other  persons  having  been  brought  in  to  share  in  it, 
who  have  no  right  so  to  do  ? — Yes. 

4151.  You  admit  that  the  maiter  is  one  which  is 
regulated  by  the  Act,  and  with  which  therefore  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  a  court  of  law  to  deal  ? — 
Yes. 

4152.  You  have  no  reason  for  coming  here  with 
the  complaint  except  that  it  is  inconvenient  to  you  to 
adopt  the  ordinary  legal  remedy ;  is  not  that  so  ? — I 
VTill  not  say  that,  because  we  are  now  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Duke  or  with  the  Duke's  agent.  It 
may  yet  result  in  that. 

4153.  You  have  had  a  communication  with  the 
representative  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  market,  and  some  correspondence  has 
passed  between  you? — Yes.  The  correspondence  I 
think  is  printed  and  is  before  ihe  Commission  ;  but 
there  is  an  inaccuracy  there.  I  think  the  correspon- 
dence finishes  by  saying  that  we  have  had  no  reply 
to  the  last  printed  letter.  We  received  n  reply  to 
that  letter  yesterday. 

4154.  I  do  not  think  we  need  go  into  all  the  details, 
of  this  question,  but  we  understand  that  Mr.  Bourne 
denies  that  you  have  the  legal  right  which  you  claim  ? 
— I  think  you  may  say  so  under  clause  A. 

4155.  It  is  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  owner  of  the 
market  that  the  letting  is  in  his  discretion,  that  a 
grower  has  no  inherent  preferable  right,  but  that 
when  a  tenant  is  admitted,  if  he  is  a  grower,  he  then 
enjoys  his  holding  with  preferable  rights,  that  is  the 
contention,  is  it  not  ? — That  is  the  contention  in  the 
letter. 

4156.  But  it  is  contended  that  there  is  no  obliga- 
tion to  let  to  the  grower  only  by  the  year  ? — That  is 
what  it  says  here. 

4157.  And  I  believe  Mr.  Bourne  further  states  that 
the  stands  are  generaUy  let  to  growers,  and  that 
where  that  is  not  so  it  has  arisen  from  the  altered 
conditions  of  market  business  ?  -7-Just  so. 

4158.  In  point  of  fact  he  claims  the  legal  right  to 
do  what  he  has  done  ? — Exactly. 

4159.  I  understand  the  question  as  between  you 
and  Mr.  Bourne  to  be,  whether  you  possess  under  the 
Act  thoso  legal  rights  which  you  are  claiming? — 
Yes. 

4160.  I  presume  that  every  part  of  the  market  is 
occupied  ? — Yes,  by  somebody. 

4161.  And  that  the  area  not  occupied  by  growers 
is  occupied  by  other  people  who  come  to  sell  ? — Some 
part  which  should  be  occupied  by  growers  is  occupied 
by  commission  salesmen  who  have  already  their  por- 
tion allotted  to  them;  and  a  great  portion  is  occupied 
by  what  you  may  call  middlemen  who  deal  in  oranges 
and  nuts,  and  so  forth. 

4162.  But  looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  interest  of  the  public,  I  presume  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  public  that  as  many  people  as  possible 
should  have  access  to  the  market  for  the  purposes  of 
sale  ? — Producers,  undoubtedly. 

4163.  Producers  and  middlemen,  I  presume? — I 
leave  you  to  judge  whether  middlemen  are  as  useful  to 
the  public  as  producers.  It  is  a  question  where  a 
middleman  begins  and  ends. 

4164.  Do  you  claim  any  special  right  for  the  pro- 
ducers?— Under  the  Acts,  undoubtedly.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Act  allots  any  space  to  the  middlemen  ; 
and  in  fstct  in  my  own  recollection  they  had  to  wait 
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jH^  until  the  growers  had  sold  out  before  they  could  find 

W.  PfmpwrU    room.  .  .,       , 

4165.  You  claim  that  a  certain  privileged  position 

S2  Mar.  1888.     has  been  given  to  the  growers  by  the  Act  ? — Yes. 
""""■"""  4166.  And  that  the  general  public,  or  sellers,  other 

than  growers,  have  been  allowed  to  interfere  with 
that  monopoly  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  Act  war- 
rants ? — Exactly. 

4167.  That  is  a  question  I  presume  to  be  settled 
by  a  legal  exposition  of  what  the  Act  really  states  ? 
— Exactly. 

4168.  (Lwd  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  I  should  like 
to  have  this  matter  of  the  preferable  right  cle«*iy 
brought  out.  Is  there  any  other  part  of  the  Act 
except  section  7,  sub-section  B.,  which  gives  growers 
a  preferable  right? — ^If  you  will  look  at  section  15, 
you  wiU  see  that  that  is  a  clause  authorising  the 
ownor  to  let  yearly  stands  to  people  other  than 
growers — <*  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  en- 
**  acted,  that  notwithstanding  anything  herein-after 
"  contained,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Duke,  his 
"  heirs  or  assigns,  being  owners  of  the  said  market, 
**  to  let  any  of  the  said  stands  to  be  called  the  yearly 
*•  pitching  stands,  to  any  person  who,  at  the  time  of 
"  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall  be  the  holder  of  a 
"  yearly  stand  in  the  said  market  by  the  year,  or  for 
"  any  shorter  period,  at  such  yearly  or  other  rents,  and 
"  subject  to  such  tolls,  or  sums  of  moneys,  as  are  in 
**  the  schedule  to  this  Act  in  that  behalf  mentioned  ; 
**  and  the  person  to  whom  any  such  stand  shall  be  so 
*<  let  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  person  having  a  pre- 
«*  ferable  right  to  resort  thereto  under  the  provisions 
"  of  this  Act."  That  was  a  section  recognising 
vested  rights ;  nnd  that  was  a  section  that  was  re- 
quired before  the  owner  could  let  to  anybody  but  a 
grower. 

4169.  But  does  not  that  section  in  its  operation 
seem  Umited  only  to  people  who  were  then  holding 
yearly  stands  in  the  market  ? — Exactly. 

4170.  Then  how  does  that  give  the  large  class  of 
growers  outside  those  who  were  holding  stands  any 
preferable  right  ?— It  showed,  1  take  it,  that  it  required 
a  clause  to  empower  the  owner  to  let  to  anybody  but 
a  grower.  If  it  required  that  clause,  the  meaning  of 
the  other  is  plain.  I  am  not  a  lawyer  myself,  but  I 
am  giving  you  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  legal 
authority. 

4171.  I  do  not  want  to  argue  a  legal  question  with 
you ;  but  have  you  had  a  legal  opinion  to  the  effect  that 
this  clause  gives  rights  to  growers  other  than  those  or 
the  lineal  sacoessors  of  those  who  were  staudholders  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  ? — No ;  I  am  only 
taking  clause  15  in  connexion  with  clauses  7  and  9, 
and  so  on. 

4172.  I  want  you  to  take  clause  15  by  itself  for  a 
moment  ? — That  has  nothing  to  do  with  growers. 

4178.  Clause  15  by  itself  then,  we  are  agreed,  gives 
no  right  to  anybody  who  was  not  a  holder  of  a  stall 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  ? — It  does  not. 

4174.  Now  I  want  to  refer  you  back  again  to 
clause  7,  subnaection  B,  and  to  ask  you  whether  the 
last  words  of  sub-section  B,  do  not  simply  refer  to  the 
preferable  right  that  is  given  in  section  16,  and  to  no 
other  ? — It  is  not  my  opinion  that  it  does,  but,  as  I 
say,  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I  will  bow  to  the  decbion 
of  those  who  know  better  than  I  do. 

4175.  We  have  done  with  section  15.  Can  you 
give  me  any  other  section  which  confers  a  preferable 
right  upon  anybody  ? — No,  we  depend  upon  the  whole 
of  section  7. 

4176.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  answer  to  the 
Chairman,  that  the  stands  in  the  market  were  oc- 
cupied ? — Yes. 

4177.  But  in  the  first  page  of  your  statement  I 
think  you  say  that  there  are  unoccupied  portions,  that 
*<someof  the  stands  are  unlet  notwithstanding  appli- 
cation for  them  by  growers  ?"  What  does  that  imply? 
— That  they  have  no  yearly  tenants. 

4178.  And  you  claim  under  the  Act  that  if  there  is 
a  grower  who  wants  to  become  a  yearly  tenant  of  a 
space  in  the  market  allotted  to  growers  he  ought  to  be 


made  a  -yearly  tenant  ? — I  would  not  go  so  far  as 
that,  but  it  has  always  been  the  custom. 

4179.  Then  what  is  exactly  the  meaning  of  this 
statement  that  some  stands  are  unlet,  notwithstanding 
application  for  them  by  growers  ? — They  are  occupied 
by  other  than  growers. 

4180.  Then  it  should  run  that  some  stands  are 
unlet  to  growers,  notwithstanding  application  being 
made  for  them  ? — It  would  mean  so. 

4181.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  You  admit  that 
there  is  a  discretion  in  the  agent  of  the  Duke  as  to  the 
person  to  whom  he  will  let  one  of  those  stands  ? — So 
long  as  the  person  is  a  grower.  We  submit  that 
whoever  it  is  admitted  as  a  tenant  he  should  be  a 
grower. 

4182.  But  the  agent  of  the  Duke  could  refuse  to  let 
one  of  those  stands,  though  a  grower  is  ready  to  take 
it  ? — I  do  not  quite  follow  you  there. 

4183.  Your  complaint  is,  that  there  are  stands  unlet 
while  there  are  growers  willing  to  take  them  ? — Yes. 

4184.  Then  supposing  that  there  is  a  stand  unlet, 
and  a  grower  comes  to  Mr.  Bourne,  and  ofiers  to  take 
it,  you  admit  that  he  has  a  discretion  as  to  whether  be 
will  let  it  to  him,  or  not  ? — To  A.,  B.,  or  C. 

4185.  And  he  might  in  fact  let  this  stand  remain 
unlet  for  a  C4)nsiderable  time  ? — ^I  do  not  know  ;  we  do 
not  say  that.  That  is  how  we  are  advised.  I  could 
not  go  into  the  legal  question. 

4186.  You  could  say  nothing  about  the  limit  of  time 
within  which  the  stand  may  be  unlet  ? — No. 

4187.  With  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  raising  the 
point  of  law,  you  have  given  a  reason  which  I  daresay 
has  force,  that  when  a  man  is  overcharged  yon  find  it 
difficult  to  get  him  to  come  forward  ? — Exceedingly  so. 

41 88.  But  that  would  not  apply  to  a  case  of  a 
wrongful  appropriation  of  space;  if  any  person  is 
injured  by  that,  you  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting 
him  to  come  forward,  would  you  ? — We  have,  indeed ; 
we  have  had  up  till  now. 

4189.  Supposing  that  he  is  excluded  from  the 
market  by  reason  of  the  wrongful  appropriation  ? — 
They  have  found  room  outside  the  market,  and  they 
get  there  ;  and  I  think  I  mentioned  before  that 
numbers  of  these  stands,  which  are  unlet,  are  literally 
occupied  by  the  same  people,  morning  after  morning, 
but  they  are  charged  day  by  day ;  and  I  know  that 
many  of  them  are  afraid  to  say  anything  for  fear  their 
stands  should  be  occupied  by  someone  else  the  next 
day. 

4190.  {Mr.  Little,)  What  is  your  argument  as  to 
section  15  and  its  bearing  on  section  7? — My 
argument  is,  if  it  required  a  clause  to  give  the  owner 
authority  to  let  to  persons  other  thim  growers,  by 
inference  section  7,  sub-sections  B,  C,  F  and  G  refer 
to  growers  only. 

4191.  And  the  authority  so  given  applie<l  to  those 
only  who  were  then  in  possession  ? — Exactly. 

4192.  And  that  when  they  cease  to  be  tenants,  tho 
yearly  pitching  stands  must  be  let  to  the  growers  ? — 
Precisely.  I  remember  one  case  of  a  man  who  had  a 
stand. 

4193.  Is  it  a  condition  of  membership  of  your 
association  that  the  candidate  should  be  a  grower  ? — 
That  he  should  be  interested  in  land. 

4194.  Are  any  of  them,  as  far  as  you  know,  com- 
mission men  ;  do  they  sell  on  commission  ? — We  have 
one  or  two,  and  there  are  several,  I  believe,  on  the 
point  of  joining. 

4195.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  define  exactly  what  is 
a  grower ;  a  man  may  grow  some  small  portion  of 
what  he  sells,  but  the  larger  portion  of  it  may  be 
grown  by  other  people  ? — If  a  small  grower,  such  as 
you  speak  of,  attended  the  market  with  produce  that 
he  had  bought,  the  schetlule  gives  the  owner  power 
to  charge  him. 

4196.  But  would  you  claim  for  him  the  rights  of  a 
grower  in  these  particular  parts  of  the  market  ?  Sup- 
posing that  he  got  a  stand  as  a  grower,  would  you 
claim  that  he  was  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
grower  in  respect  of  the  other  articles  that  he  sells  ? — 
That  might  be  carried  to  a  very  sm^l^point.     He 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MINITTES  OF  SVIDENOS. 


187 


might  have  i^  very  small  garden,  anil  it  mi^bl^  cease  to 
be  a  bond  fide  affair  altogether.  That  I  would  rather 
leave  to  legal  opinion. 

1197.  Then  there  may  be  a  difficulty  in  defining 
what  is  a  grower  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

4198.  {^Mt,  Picton.)  Do  you  take  the  meaning  of 
the  word  ^'  grower  '*  to  be  this  :  that  a  man  bringing 
goods  to  the  market  must  bring  goods  that  he  has 
himself  grown  ? — Yes  ;  a  man  who  grows  produce 
and  takes  it  to  market  (I  will  not  say  in  his  own  vans) 
and  sells  it^  either  himself  or  by  bis  representative  who 
sells  for  him  alone. 

4199.  With  that  interpretation  the  difficulty  about 
having  only  a  small  garden  would  not  arise,  because 
it  must  be  his  own  produce  ? — ^The  schedule  guards 
that ;  if  anyone  takes  anything  to  market  that  is  not 
all  of  his  own  growth. 

4200.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  people  take  to  market 
partly  their  own  produce  and  partly  what  they  buy  ? 
— Undoubtedly  there  are  some  who  do  so. 

4201.  Is  your  society  a  close  society,  that  ijs  to 
Ray,  can  anyone  be  admitted  to  it,  or  do  you  lay  down 
certain  conditions  ?  —  The  rules  say  that  members 
must  be  interested  in  land. 

4202.  They  are  not  necessarily  growers  of  market 
produce  ? — W  e  have  a  salesman,  and  a  seedsman  or  two> 
but  the  great  majority  are  growers,  market  gardeners, 
and  nurserymen. 

4203.  Your  contention  is  not  that  your  society  is 
specially  privileged  by  that  Act  ? — Certainly  not. 

4204.  But  that  all  growers  anywhere  who  can 
bring  their  goods  to  market,  whether  by  rail  or  other- 
wise, have  the  same  privileges  ? — Certainly. 

4205.  You  stated  that  some  gi'owers  refused  to 
become  members  of  the  association,  on  certain  grounds 
which  I  could  not  quite  apprehend  ;  will  you  explain 
that  a  little  more  clearly  ? — They  are  fearful  that  it 
might  prejudice  them  in  the  eyes  o  f  the  owner  of  the 
market.  I  do  not  say  whether  their  fear  is  well 
groimded  or  otherwise  ;  I  only  tel  you  what  exists. 

4206.  Have  you  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  well 
grounded  ?*^I  have  an  opinion  that  it  is  not  well 
grounded. 

4207.  In  your  opinion,  has  the  number  of  actual 
growers  of  produce  coming  to  the  market  been  dimi- 
nished, and  has  the'  number  of  middlemen  been  in- 
creased by  the  policy  of  letting  the  stands  to  others  ? 
— I  could  not  p&y  that  the  number  of  growers  has 
decreased.  I  do  pay  that  the  number  of  middlemen 
has  increased. 

4208.  Have  they  taken  the  place  of  the  growers  ? — 
They  occupy  the  ground  that  should  be  occupied  by 
the  growers,  in  our  opinion. 

4209.  But  still  the  growers  are  not  prevented  from 
coming  to  the  market  ? — ^They  are  driven  to  the  out- 
side area  of  the  market,  off  the  market  proper,  or  in 
other  words  from  the  market,  where  they  have  rights 
by  the  Act,  to  a  place  where  they  have  none. 

4210.  Can  you  tell  us  generally  what  number  of 
instances  you  could  cite  if  necessary  ;  I  do  not  want 
to  ask  particulars  ? — I  have  not  counted  them,  but  I 
have  a  number  of  instances  hero  under  every  heading. 

421 1.  Take  those  who  have  applied  for  tenancies 
and  have  been  refused  ;  how  many  cases  of  that  kind 
have  you  ? — I  have  10  hero,  and  those  would  not  be 
anything  like  all.  One  man  has  applied  for  15 
years. 

4212.  Have  you  many  instances  of  applications  for 
stands  that  are  unlet  to  growers  ? — Yes ;  to  that  the 
same  answer  would  apply. 

4213.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Why  is  your  association 
not  enrolled  so  as  to  give  you  power  to  act  as  a  body, 
and  to  obtain  a  remedy  for  any  grievance  that  you 
may  have  to  complain  of  ? — ^It  has  been  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  that  that  is  unadvisable.  Possibly  if 
fou  asked  me  the  question  in  a  few  weeks'  time  it 
would  be  different. 

4214.  Is  it  the  expense  of  the  enrolment  that  has 
stood  in  the  way  ?~No,  the  society  is  partly  benevo- 
lent, and  it  was  feared  that  that  might  be  stopped  by 
some  membar  who  was  adverse  to  giving  anything 


away.  But  I  may  tell  you  that  the  enrolment  <^  the 
association  is  on  the  agenda  for  the  next  meeting. 
The  society  has  been  quiet;  we  have  never  adver- 
tised ;  ill  fact  I  will  guarantee  that  a  number  of 
people  attending  Covent  Grarden  Market  do  not  know 
of  the  existence  of  it. 

4215.  They  might  suppose  that  the  association 
existed  partly  for  the  protection  of  their  mutual 
interests? — ^That  is  it  exactly. 

4216.  (Mr,  CkUders.)  Are  you  conversant  with 
the  business  in  the  market  which  is  within  the  charter 
only,  or  do  you  know  much  about  the  part  of  the 
market  which  is  outside  the  chartered  limits  ? — I  know 
that  such  an  extension  has  recently  been  made. 

4217.  But  do  you  know  anything  about  the  business 
that  is  conducted  there  ? — Carts  and  waggons  are  ad- 
mitted to  sell  produce. 

4218.  And  sales  of  produce  take  place  ?— Yes,  in  a 
part  fenced  in  by  Tavistock  Street,  between  South- 
ampton Street  and  the  Flower  Market. 

4219.  If  there  was  a  dispute  between  either  the 
buyers  or  the  sellers  and  the  representative  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  in  that  external  area,  how  would 
that  dispute  be  settled  ?— I  cannot  tell ;  that  is  one  of 
our  grievances. 

4220.  Would  you  explain  that  to  us  ? — We  say 
that  under  the  charter  the  Duke  of  Bedford  was 
granted  a  monopoly  of  holding  a  market  on  a  certain 
area.  K  in  the  interest  of  the  public  an  extension  is 
required,  we  object  to  its  being  in  the  power  of  one 
individual  to  arbitrarily  charge  what  he  may  please. 
It  should  be  left  to  somebody  else  to  decide,  or  else  it 
should  come  under  this  Act. 

4221.  Then  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  representatives 
claim  that  they  may  charge  what  they  like  for  that 
external  area  ? — Virtually.  They  say  that  the  charges 
will  be  the  usual  charges  in  the  other  market.  They 
charge  2$.  for  every  van,  and  in  the  summer  time  they 
charge  a  toll  upon  produce. 

4222.  But  my  object  was  to  elicit  this  from  you. 
If  ihe  Duke  of  Bedford's  representatives^  in  respect 
to  that  external  area,  thought  fit  to  charge  a  higher 
toll  and  to  attempt  to  exact  it,  what  would  your 
remedy  be  ? — I  take  it  that  we  have  none. 

4223.  You  consider  that  the  use  of  that  external 
area  is  a  matter  of  tacit  understanding  between  the 
growers  and  sellers  and  the  Duke,  and  nothing  more  ? 
— I  think  so.  it  is  an  unauthorised  market.  There 
is  a  space  for  them  to  go  into. 

4224.  Supposing  that  the  controversy  became  acute 
and  that  you  were  plaintiff  against  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  have  you  any  idea  what  sort  of  proceedings 
you  would  have  to  take  ? — I  take  it  that  I  am  not 
compelled  to  go  in  there. 

4225.  But  supposing  that  you  did  stand  there, 
and  supposing  that  you  had  afterwards  a  controversy 
with  the  repi*e8entatives  of  the  owner  of  the  market 
as  to  some  toll,  or  as  to  some  condition  upon  which 
you  were  there,  how  could  you  enforce  your  rights  ? 
— I  could  not  tell  you.  T  should  have  to  apply  to 
some  legal  gendeman  to  help  me.  It  is  outside  the 
charter. 

4226.  If  it  were  within  the  charter  you  would  know 
perfectly  well  how  you  would  act  ? — Then  I  could  act. 

4227.  The  charter  itself  defines  quite  clearly  what, 
in  the  event  of  dispute,  the  proceedings  would  be  ? — 
Perfectly. 

4228.  Then  it  is  a  very  inconvenient  thing  to  say 
the  least  of  it  that  part  of  the  market  should  be  within 
the  charter,  and  part  of  the  market  outside  the  charter? 
—Certainly. 

4229.  {Lord  Balfcur  of  Burleigh.)  On  the  first 
page  of  your  statement  you  say  that  charges  aro  made 
by  way  of  rent,  tolls,  &c.,  in  excess  of  the  charges 
authorised  by  the  Act ;  can  you  give  us  any  instances 
in  which  that  has  been  done? — ^Yes,  in  the  first  place 
casual  vans,  waggons,  and  carts  (there  is  no  distinction 
made)  ai-e  charged  2s.  instead  of  is. 

4230.  Is  there  a  provision  in  the  Act  that  there 
shall  be  a  distinction  ? — The  tolls  named  in  the  Act 
are  AcL  for  a  cart  and  Is.  for  a  waggon. 


Mr. 

W.  Peupart. 

22  Mar.  1888. 
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^j.^  4231.  Do  70U  yourself  know  of  such  charges  being 

W.  PouparL    made  as  2*.  for  a  waggon  ? — ^Yes,  there  are  numbers 

of  people.      1  can   give  names,  if  necessary.      For 

28  Mar.  1888,  instance  Mr.  Tebbutt,  who  is  a  grower,  has  a  stand 
""^""■"^  saved  for  him  regularly  in  what  we  call  the  Long 
Market,  and  he  pays  every  morning  per  basket  instead 
of  per  stand  or  per  van.  Mr.  Ashby,  of  Longford,  is 
a  grower,  who  holds  a  yearly  stand,  which  is  very 
small,  about  7  feet  by  8  feet,  I  think.  Sometimes  the 
stand  is  nut  large  enough  to  hold  his  goods.  On  the 
8th  of  March  this  year  he  had  40  half  bushels  of 
Brussels  sprouts  which  were  pitched  in  an  adjoining 
stand,  on  which  there  was  room,  and  he  was  charged 
Is.  Sd.  for  those  40  sieves  of  sprouts. 

4232.  What  was  the  excels  charge  ? — lOd.  There 
should  have  been  no  toll  charged  at  all ;  he  might 
have  put  perhaps  200  down  there  for  Is, 

4233.  Wliy  not? — He  had  no  more. 

4234.  Why  was  that  an  excessive  charge? — The 
schedule  to  the  Act  defines  that  in  those  words  — "  For 
"  each  stand  which  shall  be  let  a  rent  after  the  rate  of 
**  1*.  per  annum  for  every  square  foot  superficial  of 
"  such  stand.  And  for  such  fruit  flowers,  vegetables, 
"  roots,  or  herbs  not  being  the  growth  of  the  holder 
"  of  such  stand,  as  shall  be  placed,  pitched,  or  exposed 
**  for  sale,  or  sold  on  such  stand,  a  toll  of  1  *.  for  each 
•'  waggon  and  4d.  for  each  cart  in  which  the  same 
**  shall  be  brought  to  the  said  market.  For  each  stand 
"  used  or  occupied  otherwise  than  as  in  this  schedule 
"  before-mentioned  with  respect  to  the  yearly  pitching 
"  stands  the  daily  sum  or  rent  of  J*.'*  But  nothing  is 
said  in  the  whole  of  that  schedule  as  to  the  right  of 
the  owner  to  exact  a  toll  upon  produce  from  anyone  in 
that  area,  let  alone  growers. 

4235.  That  part  of  the  schedule  refers  to  roots  or 
herbs  not  being  the  growth  of  the  holders  of  such 
stand ;  are  you  able  to  sav  whether  those  particular 
sprouts  were  or  were  not  the  growth  of  the  holder  of 
that  particular  stand  ? — So  far  as  I  know  they  were 
his  own  growth.  Whichever  way  it  was  the  toll 
was  Is.  As  I  said  before  you  will  find  no  reference 
to  a  toll  on  produce  that  can  be  demanded  from  any- 
body, let  alone  a  grower. 

4236.  As  I  understand  you  these  sprouts  were  not 
placed  upon  his  own  stand,  but  upon  an  adjoininsr 
stand  ? — ^That  was  so.  He  would  be  charged  Is,  under 
the  section. 

4236a.  And  the  charge  made  was  1*.  Sd.  ? — Yes, 
and  per  basket  too.  It  might  have  been  100  or  200 ; 
he  had  as  much  right  to  bring  a  whole  waggon  load 
for  1^.  as  he  had  to  bring  half. 

4237.  What  was  the  toll  ?— A  halfpenny  per  half 
sieve,  which  is  uniformly  charged,  I  believe,  all  over 
the  market,  when  it  should  be  a  farthing. 

4238.  Was  any  complaint  made  of  that  at  the 
time? — That  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  can  give  other 
cases.  I  saw  mydelf  a  few  mornings  ago  the  case  of 
Mr.  Mitchell,  a  grower  for  many  years,  from  Enfield 
Highway,  I  think.  He  occupies  a  stand  in  letter  G, 
and  he  pays  per  basket  all  the  year  round.    On  the 


10th  of  March  I  saw  him  pay  4*.  2d.  instead  of  2s.  in 
this  very  slack  time  of  the  year.  The  only  difference 
between  G  and  F  is  that  G  has  always  been  under 
cover ;  it  is  under  the  conservatoiy,  and  the  occupiers 
have  to  pay  3c?.  per  foot  extra  upon  their  yearly 
rental. 

4239.  Is  it  your  contention  that  the  holder  of  a 
stand  under  letter  6  should  not  pay  anything  per 
basket  at  all  .^—Certainly. 

4240.  And  this  was  a  charge  made,  not  in  the  name 

of  rent,  but  for  the  article  of  produce  brought  in  ? 

He  pays  no  rent ;  he  pays  per  basket. 

4241.  If  he  pays  per  basket,  how  can  it  be  said 
that  he  is  a  holder  under  a  part  of  the  Act  which 
provides  that  he  is  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  3d.  per 
annum  for  every  square  foot  superficial  of  such  stand  ? 
— ^I  say  that  he  is  a  grower,  and  as  such  has  a  right 
to  be  admitted  as  a  tenant.  Letter  G  is  the  portion 
of  the  market  allotted  by  the  Act  to  be  let  as  yearly 
stands. 

42'12.  It  comes  back  to  this  then :  that  if  your  con- 
tention with  regard  to  the  Act  is  not  right,  and  this 
gentleman  ha.s  no  right  to  be  admitted  as  a  yearly 
tenant  the  charge  would  not  necessarily  be  an  over- 
charge ?— Yes,  I  think  so.  They  call  them  yearly 
pitching  stands;  and  the  clau^  thkt  we  have  just 
been  reading  applies  to  yearly  pitching  stands. 

4243.  You  bring  up  the  case  of  a  gentleman  upon 
whom  you  say  was  made  an  overcharge  of  so  much 
per  basket,  and  you  say  at  the  same  time  that  he  pays 
per  basket  all  the  year  round.  When  I  ask  you  why 
you  say  that  it  was  an  overcharge,  you  point  to  the 
general  conditions  under  which  he  holds  his  stand, 
one  of  which  is  that  he  is  to  pay  1*.  toll,  and  Sd.  per 
annum  for  every  square  foot  superficial  of  such  stand 
in  addition.  But  surely  if  he  pays  by  the  basket,  his 
whole  holding  is  inconsist»^nt  with  the  conditions  to 
which  you  refer  me  ? — His  whole  holding  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  sections  of  the  Act,  according  to  the 
way  that  we  are  advised.  We  think  that  he  should 
be  admitted  as  a  tenant,  and  that  in  no  part  of  the 
pitching  stands  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  owner  of  the 
market  to  charge  a  toll  per  basket. 

4244.  But  if  ycu  are  wrong  as  to  your  construction 
of  the  Act,  then  this  your  specific  complaint  will 
break  down  ?~Certainly.  I  have  many  other  cases 
of  persons  standing  in  the  casual  standi.  They  pay 
2  s.y  and  as  soon  as  the  fruit  season  begins  or  peas 
come  in  they  are  charged  toll. 

4245.  {Ckair^nan.)  Is  there  anything  further  that 
you  wish  to  add  to  your  evidence? — No,  I  do  not 
think  so.  I  have  here  the  reply  from  Mr.  Bourne 
and  our  answer  thereto.  Of  course  I  cannot  go  be- 
yond the  statement  sent  in.  We  have  a  letter  here 
promising  to  remedy  that  grievance  as  to  the  putting 
up  and  exposing  to  public  view  in  some  conspicuous 
part  of  the  market  u  copy  of  the  byelaws.  They  are 
unreadable,  and  there  are  numbers  of  the  people 
attending  the  market  who  know  nothing  of  the  law. 
That  was  going  to  be  done  four  years  ago. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  J.  E. 

Bourne  and 

Mr.  J.  Assbe€, 


Mr.  John  Robbbt  Bourne  and  Mr.  John  Assbeb  further  examined. 


4246.  {Chairman  to  Mr^  Bourne.)  We  have  had 
before  us  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Poupart,  a  grower,  of 
Twickenham,  who  I  believe  holds  a  stand  in  Co  vent 
Garden  Market  ? — He  does. 

4247.  And  you  are  aware  that  he  is  president  of 
an  association  of  growers  ? — I  have  been  told  that. 

4248.  I  believe  you  have  had  some  correspondence 
with  him,  have  you  not  ? — I  have  corresponded  with 
the  secretary  of  the  society,  of  which,  I  believe,  he  is 
president. 

4249.  We  understand  that  he  claims  under  the 
Act  of  1828,  that  the  growers  have  certain  privileges 
as  a  separate  class,  and  that  in  virtue  of  those  privi- 
leges they  have  an  exclusive  right  to  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  area  of  the  market? — I  understand 
that  that  is  claimed  by  the  society  on  behalf  of  the 


growers.     Mr.  Poupart,  individually,  is  treated  as  a 
grower,  and  enjoys  those  exceptional  privileges. 

4250.  But  he  contends  that  the  lights  of  the 
growers  as  a  class,  rights  which  they  possess  under 
the  Act  of  1828,  have  been  invaded  ? — So  the  society 
st.ites.  I  demur  to  that.  I  do  not  assent  to  it 
at  all. 

4251.  We  understand  that  you  do  not  admit  that 
tli3  grower  has  a  preferential  right  ? — Certainly,  he 
has  not,  until  he  becomes  a  tenant. 

4252.  When  he  becomes  a  tenant  what  rights  has 
li(i  ? — When  he  becomes  a  tenant  he  has  preferential 
rights  under  the  Act. 

4253.  Qud  tenant,  and  not  qud  grower  ?—  Quite  so. 

4254.  You  do  not  admit,  what  seems  to  be  con- 
tended on  the  other  side,  that  the  Act  mak^s   it 
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obligatory  on  the  market  owner  to  let  yearly  stands 
to  growers? — No,  it  is  permissive. 

4255.  Then  what  is  the  preference  that  is  given  to 
the  growers  ? — When  a  grower  becomes  a  tenant  he 
then  has  a  preferential  right  of  using  the  stand  that 
is  allotted  to  him  as  against  any  other  person  using 
the  market;  and  instead  of  paying  toll  he  pays  a 
yearly  rent,  the  rent  being  fixed  by  the  statute. 

4256.  Ton  do  not  admit  that  ihe  market  owner  is 
under  any  compulsion  to  grant  to  the  growers  ex- 
clusive rights  as  against  other  sellers  ? — We  do  not 
admit  that. 

4257.  And  that,  I  apprehend,  is  the  point  upon 
which  the  difference  between  you  turns  ? — Apparently 
80,  judging  by  the  correspondence. 

4258.  How  many  growers  are  there  who  have  yearly 
waggon  or  cart  stands  ? — At  the  present  moment  there 
are  32 ;  and  there  are  45  stands  which  might  be  let  to 
them  if  the  market  owner  saw  fit. 

4259.  Do  the  holders  of  those  stands  come  from  all 
districts,  or  from  any  one  district  in  particular  ?— Out 
of  those  32,  the  majority  come  from  within  a  distance  of 
probably  nine  miles.  I  at  one  time  thought  that  they 
came  from  within  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  but  on 
looking  at  the  map  again,  and  comparing  it  with  our 
register  of  tenants  I  find  that  I  perhaps  ought  to  say 
nine  miles.  If  you  went  nine  miles  in  a  straight  line 
along  the  Great  Western  road,  and  then  made  a  circle 
of  three  miles  around  that  nine  mile  point,  it  would 
nearly  cover  the  whole  of  the  growers  who  have 
yearly  stands. 

4260.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  number  of 
casual  waggons  and  carts  is  very  much  greater  than  the 
number  of  waggons  brought  by  growcra  ? — ^They  bear 
no  comparison.  If  the  whole  of  thene  privileged  men 
came  on  a  market  day  they  could- not  bring  more  than 
32  waggons,  whereas  the  average  number  of  casual 
waggons  that  we  have  is  166. 

4261 .  They  do  not  claim  any  monopoly  for  indi- 
viduals or  for  their  own  association ;  they  would  admit 
that  any  person  who  is  a  grower,  wherever  he  may  be, 
has  equal  rights  with  any  other  grower  ? — I  am  not 
aware  that  they  admit  that.  The  pretension  of  the 
association  is  that  these  privileges  are  for  the  members 
of  the  association. 

4262.  Have  they  ever  put  that  forward  ? — J  cannot 
remember  any  letter  in  which  it  has  been  put  boldly  in 
that  form  ;  but  I  judge  from  the  general  tone  and 
what  one  may  call  the  temper  of  the  association  in 
connexion  with  the  discussion. 

4263.  Is  it  not  rather  that  the  association  considers 
itself  as  the  representative  of  the  interests  of  the 
growers  ? — ^Perhaps  so  ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
are  not  representative  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
who  use  the  markets  as  growers,  and  many  of  our 
best  people  in  the  market  are  not  members  of  the 
association. 

4264.  They  have  stated  that  charges  are  made 
which  are  not  based  on  the  scale  fixed  by  the  Act ;  is 
that  the  fact  ? — They  make  a  vague  allegation  of  that 
kind,  but  when  I  have  pressed  them  to  give  me  the 
instances  the  matter  has  ended  in  their  saying  it  in  a 
vague  general  way,  and  they  have  had  to  admit,  when 
I  have  seen  them,  that  they  are  none  of  them  paying 
more  than  they  are  liable  to  pay  under  the  Act. 

4265.  As  we  understand  it  the  difference  between 
you  and  them  turns  entirely  upon  the  question  of  the 
construction  of  the  Act  ? — I  think  so.  The  underlying 
mistake  which  in  my  judgment  they  make  is  in  suppos- 
ing that  of  necessity  what  are  called  the  yearly 
pitching  stands  must  be  let  to  them.  They  do  not 
see  that  the  Act  was  permissive,  and  moreover,  that 
the  Act  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
owner  of  the  market  to  do  that  which  without  the 
Act  he  could  not  have  done,  namely,  if  he  pleased,  to 
allot  stands  specifically  to  individuals.  Of  course  I 
need  scarcely  remind  the  Commission  that  the  genei'al 
principle  underlying  an  open  market  is  that  any 
person  having  the  particular  class  of  produce  for  the 
sale  of  which  the  market  is  established,  has  a  right 
to  come  there  and  sell  it,  provided  there  is  room  for 


him.     The  market  owner  could  not  therefore,  without      Mr,  J,  R, 

the  enabling  powers  of  the  Act,  have  allotted  certain      Bourne  and 

specific  portions  of  the  market  for  certain    specific         *  ^'  -^^'•*^*« 

purposes.     The  Act  was  passed  not  to  create  rights,    jg  MaTTsss 

but  to  enable  the  owner  to  do  something  which  he       . 

could  not  do  without  it.     A  careful  reading  of  the 

Act  shows  that  the  whole  scope  of  It  was  to  enable 

the  owner  to  do  something  which  he  could  not  have 

done  without,  permitting  him  to  enclose  ground ;  to  put 

up  buildings,  to  allot  stdls  and  stands  specifically,  so  as 

to  exclude  the  general  public ;  ard,  if  he  pleased,  to 

say  to  individuals  : — "  In  order  to  enable  you  to  come 

"  here  day  by  day,  1  will  agree  beforehand  with  you  to 

*'  let  the  stand  to  you,  giving  you  a  preferential  right"; 

but  there  is  no  word  of  compulsion  from  beginning  to 

end. 

4266.  We  are  not  the  proper  judges  of  the  con- 
struction of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  we  understand 
that  the  difference  between  you  and  these  gentlemen 
is  entirely  upon  the  interpretation  of  the  Act  ? — Yes, 
entirely. 

4267.  Have  they  ever  taken  any  legal  steps  to 
enforce  their  view  ? — Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1828, 1  am  not  aware  of  any  proceedings  of  any  kind. 
That  answer  must  be  taken,  subject  to  such  reference 
as  may  be  necessary,  but  I  do  not  remember,  speaking 
off-hand,  that  there  have  been  any  proceedings  of  any 
sort.  There  were  several  actions  prior  to  1828  at 
the  time  when  ihe  market  was  let  on  lease;  and 
in  truth  the  market  from  1818  and  1820,  or  there- 
abouts, was  evidently  getting  into  a  very  disorderly 
and  disorganised  condition,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  that  prompted  the  management  of  that  day  to 
advise  the  Duke  to  take  it  into  his  own  hands,  which 
resulted  in  the  Act  of  1828,  and  the  erection  of  the 
present  buildings.  From  that  time  the  management 
has  been  under  the  Bedford  Office,  and  I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  action  at  law,  and  there  have  been 
no  parliamentary  proceedings  since. 

4268.  There  has  never  been  any  question,  then,  of 
getting  a  legal  decision  as'  to  the  matters  in  dispute  ? 
— There  have  been  disputes  in  the  direction  that  I  now 
speak  of.  Since  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  repre- 
senting the  Duke,  I  may  say  tnat  the  secretary  of 
this  association  has  from  time  to  time  come  and  said  : 
^*  There  is  such  and  such  a  stand  vacant ;  you  must 
"  let  it  to  a  grower."  My  answer  has  been,  "  My 
'^  good  sir,  there  is  no  must  in  the  case ;  we  vrant  it 
*'  for  a  casual,  and  we  cannot  tie  up  that  ground  to  an 
"  individual." 

4269.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Would  the 
answer  which  you  have  just  given  apply  to  the  part  of 
the  market  known  as  letter  C  ? — The  letter  C  repre- 
sents the  yearly  cart  stand. 

4270.  Is  not  that  exclusively  appropriated  to 
growers  ? — Yes. 

4271.  Then  the  Duke  would  not  be  entitled  to  lei 
any  part  of  letter  C.  to  anyone  who  was  not  a  grower  ? 
— Quite  so  ;  but  there  is  a  distinction  between  these 
preferential  growers  and  the  casual  growers.  The 
whole  of  the  ground  is  occupied  by  growers. 

4272.  We  understand  from  you  that  no  part  of  the 
sections  of  the  market  appropriated  under  the  Act  to 
growers  is  let  to  anybody  who  is  not  a  grower? — No 
part  of  the  market  marked  C  for  the  yearly  cart  stands 
is  let  except  to  growers  who  bring  their  waggons  to 
sell  their  goods.  The  question  of  difference  between 
us  is  whether  those  stands  shall  be  let  by  the  year  to 
certain  preferential  growers,  or  whether  they  shall  be 
let  by  the  day  to  a  casual  grower  who  may  come  and 
want  accommodation. 

4273.  I  understand  that  there  is  no  part  of  letter  C. 
let  to  anybody  who  is  not  a  grower  of  some  kind, 
whether  a  regular  grower  or  a  casual  grower,  or  any- 
body who,  according  to  your  interpretation  of  the 
Act,  comes  strictly  within  the  meaning  of  the  word 
grower  as  contained  in  the  Act  ? — That  is  so. 

4274.  {Mr,  Childers.)  The  controversy  between 
you,  if  I  understand  it,  is  this :  that  the  association 
contend  that  if  there  is  any  available  space,  and 
persons  who  are  growei*8  apply  for  a  yearly  tenancy. 
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you  must  not  give  the  preference  to  casual  growers 
who  are  not  applying  for  a  yearly  tenancy  ? — Yes. 

4275.  And  you,  on  the  other  hand,  contend  that 
you  may  do  as  you  like  ? — Precisely ;  or  1  should  put 
it  perhaps  a  little  differently  from  that.  I  say  that 
the  market  management  is  under  no  compulsion  to 
let  any  pait  of  C  to  a  preferential  grower,  but  must 
let  it  to  a  grower. 

4276.  That  does  not  quite  meet  my  question.  Sup- 
posing that  there  is  space,  and  supposing  that  there 
are  persons  willing  to  come  in  as  annual  tenants,  you 
say  that  you  may  disregard  them  and  give  a  preference 
to  persons  who  are  merely  casual  growers  ? — ^Yes. 

4277.  (Chairman.)  ]  presume  that  in  claiming  that 
right  you  consider  that  you  are  practically  supporting 
the  interests  of  the  general  public,  the  buyers  and 
sellers,  against  an  intended  monopoly  ?— That  is  the 
motive  of  my  action.  It  is  to  make  the  market  avail- 
able for  a  larger  number  because  it  is  not  possible 
that  those  few  limited  growers  living  within  eight  or 
nine  miles  of  London,  growing  only  a  particular  class 
of  produce,  could  have  a  monopoly  of  a  very  large 
section  of  the  market. 

4278.  Then  in  point  of  fact  the  whole  thing  turns 
upon  this :  that  under  the  Act  of  1828  the  greater 
class  of  growers  claim  a  kind  of  monopoly  right  which 
you  do  not  admit ;  and  that  the  question  can  only  be 
authoritatively  settled  by  a  court  of  law,  and  that  they 
have  never  chosen  to  bring  it  there  ? — That  is  the 
thing  in  a  nut  shell. 

4279.  (Mr.  Childers.)  When  you  say  that  there 
have  been  no  proceedings  taken  for  a  good  many 
years,  I  suppose  you  would  allow  that  taking  proceed- 
ings against  the  Duke  of  Bedford  by  a  grower,  who 
is  probftbly  a  man  of  small  substance,  is  a  very  serious 
matter  ? — ^It  would  be,  unquestionably,  if  it  ever  became 
necessary  for  a  man  to  embark  in  a  law  suit,  particu- 
larly to  test  a  question  turning  upon  the  construction 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  But  there  has  not  been,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  any  question  of  a  man 
being  in  the  position  of  needing  to  bring  the  thing  to 
an  issue  by  means  of  a  law  suit,  because  I  venture  to 
thiuk  that  no  case  has  ever  arisen. 

4280.  The  greater  part  of  the  market  is  under  the 
charter  and  under  the  Act  of  Parliament ;  but  a 
certain  amount  of  the  market  which  is  now  in  regular 
use  is  not  under  the  charter  and  not  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  ? — The  cleared  spaces  which  are  in  pro- 
cess of  formation  in  aid  of  the  market  are  not  under 
the  charter,  and  are  simply  private  grounds  used  by 
the  owner  in  aid  of  the  market. 

4281.  But  they  are  all  \)art  of  what  is  popularly 
callod  Co  vent  Garden  Market? — The  business  of 
Covent  Garden  Market  is  carried  on  in  common  on 
both  spacps. 

4282.  And  although  you  know  the  lines  of  demar- 
cation, and  some  other  people  know  them  tolerably 
well,  to  the  public  eye  it  is  all  one  market? — The  line 
of  demarcation  is  quite  apparent  to  the  whole  world, 
lH*caiise  we  have  gates  and  enclosures  around. 

4283.  But  you  levy  the  same  tolls  whether  it  is 
within  the  chartered  area  or  within  the  non-chartered 
area,  do  you  not  ? — We  take  for  the  user  of  the  un- 
chartered market  as  our  rent,  payments  which  are 
based  upon  the  tolls  that  would  have  been  taken  in 
the  market. 

4284.  Supposing  that  a  humble  man  got  into  a  con- 
troversy with  the  market  owner  with  reference  to  the 
unchartered  part  of  the  market,  the  proceedings  which 
he  would  have  to  take  would  be  of  quite  a  different 
character,  would  they  not,  from  those  which  he  would 
take  if  the  same  quarrel  or  dispute  arose  in  the 
chartered  part  of  the  market  ? — Undoubtedly,  because 
the  Act  under  which  any  proceedings  must  arise 
within  the  chartered  market  does  not  apply  to  these 
new  ureas. 

4285.  If  you  were  taking  proceedings  against  the 
grower  you  would  know  very  well  what  to  do  in  the 
uTicbanored  part  of  the  market  ? — I  should  not  have 

^lny  dilRculty. 


4286.  If  he,  on  the  other  hand,  were  proceeding 
against  you  he  might  find  himself  in  great  difficulty, 
might  he  not? — It  is  hardly  conceivable,  because  if 
such  a  case  did  arise,  that  a  man  wanted  to  take  pro- 
ceedings to  enforce  any  right,  there  would  be  no 
technical  difficulty  in  his  way,  and  the  very  first  step 
that  he  would  take  would  be  to  obtain  the  assistance 
of  some  member  of  the  legal  profession,  who  would 
necessarily  put  him  on  the  right  course. 

4287.  But  he  would  have  to  enforce  an  implied 
agreement  if  the  dispute  arose  outside  the  chartered 
area ;  whereas,  if  it  arose  within  the  chartered  area  it 
would  be  under  the  Act,  and  it  would  be  perfectly 
clear.  Is  not  that  extremely  inconvenient?  —  No 
inconvenience  up  to  the  present  has  arisen. 

4288.  But  is  it  not  likely  to  be  very  inconvenient 
that  in  the  same  market  if  I  am  on  one  side  I  have  to 
take  one  kind  of  proceeding,  and  if  I  am  on  the  other 
side  I  have  to  take  a  different  kind  of  proceeding  ? — 
It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  any  difficulty  or  incon- 
venience would  ever  arise.  Reasoning  from  the  known 
to  the  unknown,  I  should  think  that  we  should 
never  have  the  slightest  difficulty. 

4289.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  this  new  area  has 
only  just  come  into  use? — Yes,  but  the  new  flower 
market  has  been  in  use  for  several  years. 

4290.  (Jtfr.  Charrington,)  It  was  complained  of 
by  a  witness  that  the  table  of  tolls  was  illegible,  and 
that  it  was  put  in  a  part  of  the  market  where  it  can- 
not readily  be  seen  ;  is  there  any  foundation  for  that 
complaint? — The  table  of  tolls  is  put  really  in  the 
only  bit  of  space  that  is  sufficiently  large  to  take  it. 
I  admit  that  at  the  present  moment  from  wear  and 
from  the  dirt  of  the  market  it  has  become  dingy,  and 
lb  not  very  legible;  but  in  the  annual  cleaning  up  and 
re-painting  of  the  market  the  table  of  tolls  will  be  re- 
painted, and  the  board  will  be  made  so  that  it  can  be 
read. 

4291.  The  witness  said  that,  four  years  ago,  your 
attention  was  called  to  it,  and  that  it  was  not 
remedied  ? — That  is  not  correct ;  it  was  done.  The 
board  was  not  re-painted,  but  Messrs.  Cubitt  had  in- 
structions to  dean  it.  They  reported  to  me  that  the 
board  did  not  need  re-painting,  and  I  went  and  saw 
that  the  thing  was  perfectly  legible  to  anybody  who 
wished  to  read  it.  In  addition  to  that,  this  board  is 
at  the  entrance  to  the  market  office,  and  the  market 
office  is  always  open,  and  printed  lists  of  all  the  tolls 
can  be  had  if  anybody  wants  them. 

4292.  (Mr.  Ficton.)  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase  **  preferential  grower,*'  which  you  have  used 
once  or  twice  ? — The  meaning  is  this,  that  a  grower 
who  becomes  what  we  technically  term  a  yearly  stand 
holder,  has  the  preferential  right  of  using  the  allotted 
plot  of  ground  upon  which  to  put  his  waggon ;  that  is 
to  say,  he  may  come  into  the  market  at  any  hour  and 
bring  his  waggon,  and  has  the  right  to  have  his 
waggon  put  into  the  place  for  which  he  pays  his  rent. 
He,  therefore,  has  a  preference  over  any  other  grower  ; 
and  if  you  read  the  Act  you  will  find  that  if  any  other 
grower  has  gone  into  a  stand  which  is  let  to  a  pre- 
ferential grower,  the  first  comer  has  to  turn  out  when 
the  preferential  grower  arrives.  It  is  a  species  of 
booking,  so  to  speak,  by  the  year,  or  by  the  six 
months,  or  by  the  three  months,  or  whatever  the  term 
may  happen  to  be,  giving  him  the  preferential  right 
to  use  the  ground  for  the  placing  of  his  waggon. 

4293.  Then  your  view  of  the  Act  of  George  IV.,  I 
understand,  is,  that  without  some  such  legislation  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  the  owner  of  the 
market  to  assign  a  particular  stand  by  the  year  ? — I 
think  it  would  have  been  so. 

4294.  Were  there  no  shops  in  the  market  before 
this  Act  was  passed? — There  were  only  certain 
shanties  along  one  side  of  the  quadrangle,  things  that 
had  grown  up  in  process  of  years  scarcely  worthy  the 
name  of  shops,  and  used  by  a  very  limited  number  of 
people,  particularly  the  potato  dealers.  Those  sheds 
had  beon  put  up,  and  men  were  accustomed  to  put  in 
those  places  their  stock  of  potatoes  and  things  which 
they  did  not  sell  to-day,  and  kept  over  till  to-morrow. 
There  also  had  grown  up  prior  to^e  Act  places 
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where  people  sold  other  things  than  vegetableft,  and 
one  of  the  clausen  of  the  Act  is  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  preventing  that  for  the  future.  I  believe  it  is 
a  matter  of  history,  that  people  sold  birds  and  rabbits, 
and  even  tin  ware,  and  iron  ware,  and  china  ware  in 
one  or  two  of  those  shanties. 

4295.  Since  the  passing  of.  that  Act  the  shops  have 
been  let  ? — Under  that  Act  the  owner  was  authorised 
to  enclose  certain  portions  of  ground  which  were 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  (letter  A)  and  upon 
those  portions  of  the  ground  he  was  at  liberty  to  put 
buildings  and  shops,  fuid  to  let  them  by  the  year,  or 
for  any  term  that  he  might  please. 

4296.  Even  though  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
let  were  not  growers  ? — ^Even  though  they  were  not 
growers ;  but  they  must  be  for  the  sale  of  vegetables. 

4297.  But  not  necessarily  by  growers? — ^Not  neces- 
sarily. 

4298.  Then  growers  have  no  privileges  other  than 
those  possessed  by  any  other  tenant  who  may  secure  a 
shop  ? — ^They  have  no  privileges  other  than  that,  if 
they  have  a  yearly  letting  made  to  them,  they  have  a 
preferential  right  of  always  using  the  same  spot. 

4299.  The  ^opkeepers  do  the  same  thing  of  course  ? 
— They  do,  if  the  shop  is  let  to  them. 

4300.  On  reading  certain  sections  of  the  Act,  and 
finding  the  term  grower  continually  used,  we  were  led 
to  suppose,  perhaps  in  ignorance  of  the  law,  that  the 
growers  had  some  special  privileges  ? — With  regard  to 
that  part  which  is  marked  C,  it  says  in  the  Act,  that 
it  shall  be  exclusively  appropriated  for  the  reception 
of  waggons  belonging  to  growers.  But  the  section 
relating  to  the  buUding  says  that  they  may  be  let  to 
any  person,  and  so  with  regard  to  letter  D,  which  has 
reference  to  stands,  thejr  may  be  let  to  any  persons, 
growers  or  otherwise. 

4301.  (Sir  James  Cony.)  1  understand  that  there 
are  32  growers  who  have  waggon  stands  ? — Yes. 

4302.  But  I  think  you  stated  that  there  was  an 
additional  number  of  45  stands  ? — That  space,  which 
under  the  Act  is  marked  letter  C,  "yearly  cart 
stands/'  vrill  accommodate  45.  There  are  33  waggons ; 
one  of  them  is  a  double  stand. 

4303.  How  are  the  other  stands  occupied? — By 
the  casual  growers. 

4304.  Not  by  preferential  growers  ? — No. 

4305.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau)  Have  you  had 
any  Act  of  Parliament  since  the  Act  of  1828  ? — No, 
that  is  the  last. 

4306.  Then  you  are  free  from  all  the  clauses  of  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act  ? — ^Entirely,  and  we 
are  free  from  the  Metropolitan  Building  Act,  and 
from  the  Metropolis  Management  Act. 

4307.  Is  there  in  the  Act  of  1828,  or  in  any 
previous  Act,  aty  clause  giving  a  summary  remedy 
before  magistrates,  or  otherwise,  for  any  dispute  ? — 
Yes,  both  the  Act  of  1813  which  was  repealed  by  the 
Act  of  1828,  and  the  Act  of  1828  itself,  direct  that 
offenders  shall  be  taken  before  a  magistrate.  All 
offences  have  to  gc  before  a  magistrate,  and  also 
proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  the  byelaws  and 
for  the  infiiction  of  penalties. 

*^308.  That  does  not  quite  meet  my  point.  I  am 
aware  of  the  section  for  the  recovery  of  penalties,  and 
so  on,  and  as  to  offences  :  but  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act  contains  a  section  for  the  settlement 
of  disputes  where  there  is  no  offence ;  you  have 
nothing  of  that  kind  in  any  of  your  Acts  ? — ^There  is 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  this  Act. 

4309.  In  fact  this  is  the  sole  Act  that  regulates 
the  market  ? — This  is  the  sole  Act. 

4310.  {Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.)  Mr.  Poupart 
in  his  statement  says  the  charges  are  made  by 
way  of  rent  and  tolls  in  excess  of  the  charges  autho- 
rised by  the  Act ;  he  was  asked  for  some  instances, 
and  he  alleged  as  one,  that  the  proper  distinction 
between  carts  and  waggons  is  not  maintained,  but 
that  there  is  a  different  charge  for  waggons  and 
carts ;  is  that  so  ? — ^Yes,  that  is  so  under  the  Act, 
and  in  practic*^  wo  take  for  carts  and  for  waggons. 


4311.  What  is  the  distinction  between  a  cart  and  Mr.J.R. 
a  waggon  ? — A  cart  is  a  vehicle  with  two  wheels,  and  Bovme  amd 
a  waggon  has  four.  ^^«  J^  A$$ht€. 

4312.  Is  it  your  practice,  then,  to  take  1#.  from  all  ■ 

vehicles  that  come  vrith  four  wheels,  and  4c/.  from   "  Mar.  1888. 
all  that  come  with  two? — ^The  uniform  practice  since       """*"" 
the  passing  of  the  Act  has  been  that  the  carts  pay  1«. 

and  the  waggons  2«.,  where  the  position  is  secured 
beforehand. 

4313.  Under  what  part  of  the  Act  is  that  charge 
regulated  ? — ^That  is  a  point  that  is  filled  with  diffi- 
culty. It  is  difficult  to  fix  upon  the  precise  word  of 
the  Act  which  enables  the  2s.  to  be  taken  for  a  v^aggon; 
is.  is  the  normal  waggon  toll,  and  the  Is.  is  taken 
where  a  waggon  merely  comes  into  the  market,  or 
within  the  ambit  of  the  market,  and  is  not  put  into 
position.  But  where  a  man  secures  a  place  which 
practically  means  that  he  takes  it  to-day,  for  to-day 
and  to-morrow,  and  his  waggon  comes  in  to-morrow, 
he  pays2«. 

4314.  What  do  you  call  being  there  for  to-day 
and  to-morrow  ;  do  you  mean  coming  in  one  night 
and  going  away  the  next  morning  ? — Yes. 

4315.  It  is  simply  one  transaction  ? — Under  the 
Act  he  cannot  come  into  the  market  before  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

4316.  Then  if  he  comes  in  before  midnight  you 
charge  him  a  1*.  toll  ? — I  am  trying  to  find  the  origin 
of  that.  I  only  know  the  practice  which  has  been  in 
operation  ever  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  which 
has  been  as  I  am  now  stating  it.  I  have  no  docu* 
mentary  evidence  to  show  the  origin  of  the  practice, 
but  I  am  seeking  to  give  an  explanation  of  the  pro- 
bable origin  of  it. 

4317.  I  see  in  the  schedule  to  the  Act  that  there 
is  a  charge  of  1  s.  for  each  wnggon,  and  id.  for  each 
cartin  which  produce  shall  be  brought  into  the  market. 
Where  is  the  provision  in  the  Act  or  in  the  schedule 
which  gives  you  the  right  to  charge  the  second 
shilling  ? — That  is  for  each  market  day. 

4318.  Where  is  that  stated  ? — ^The  general  scope  of 
the  Act  is  to  apply  to  each  market  transaction,  to  each 
market  day.  The  hours  are  limited,  nothing  can  be 
broXight  in  before  one  o'clock  in  the  inorning,  and  it 
must  be  taken  away  again  by  12  o'clock  the  following 
day. 

4319.  Is  that  in  the  Act?— Yes. 

4320.  Then  it  is  really  the  fact  that  because  a  man's 
transactions  have  to  extend  over  parts  of  two  days, 
that  gives  you  the  right  to  charge  the  complete  U. 
for  every  d[ay  he  is  there  ? — ^We  think  so. 

4321.  With  regard  to  rents  and  charges,  we  also 
asked  for  instances,  and  this  instance  was  furnished  to 
us.  A  Mr.  Ashby,  of  Longford,  the  holder  of  a  stand, 
was  charged  upon  the  8th  of  March  this  year  1 «.  Hd.^ 
that  is  a  halfpenny  a  half  bushel,  for  40  half  bushels 
of  Brussels  spi*outs  which  he  brought  in,  and  put  upon 
an  adjoining  stand  ;  can  you  say  whether  that  would 
be  according  to  the  ordinary  practice  ? — If  a  specific 
date  is  given,  one  would  have  to  refer  to  the  market 
books  of  that  day.  Mr.  Assbee,  the  market  superin- 
tendent, says  that  he  remembers  the  transaction.  {Mr. 
Assbee.)  I  do  not  remember  the  individual  transac- 
tion; but  I  know  Mr.  Ashby  perfectly  well.  He 
stands  in  the  Long  ftlarket,  and  he  has  one  stand 
only  ;  there  is  only  one  to  lei.  He  avails  himself  of 
a  neighbouring  stand,  upon  which  he  pitches  his 
fruit  and  other  things,  and  when  he  pitches  Brussels 
sprouts,  we  call  Brussels  sprouts  fruit,  and  take  a  half- 
penny per  bushel  toll  on  them.  Mr.  Ashby  has  stood 
there  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  done  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing. 

4322.  But  the  schedule,  as  I  read  it,  gives  this 
power :  '^  For  each  stand  which  shall  be  let  a  rent 
"  after  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  annum  for  every 
'^  square  foot  superficial  thereof,  and  for  such  fruit 
"  flowers,  vegetables,  roots,  or  herbs,  not  being  the 
^'  growth  of  the  holder  of  such  stand,  as  shall  be 
'^  placed,  pitched,  exposed  for  sale,  or  sold  on  such 
^<  stand,  a  toll  of  one  shilling  for  each  waggon,  and 

**  fourpence  for   each    cart  in  which  the  saipe  shall  j 
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"  be  brought."  How  do  you,  under  that,  get  the 
custom  of  chargiug  ^er  halt  bushel  ? — The  custom  of 
charging  for  pitched  goods  comes  in  there. 

4323.  {To  Mr.  Bourne.)  By  what  part  of  the  Act 
is  that  r^ulated  ?— The  Act,  when  read  with  its  sec- 
tions taken  with  the  schedules,  goes  to  this :  that  when 
stands  are  let,  they  are  let  at  so  much  per.  stand.  If  a 
man  sells  goods  that  are  not  his  own  growth  or  belong- 
ing to  the  man  upon  whose  stand  they  are  sold,  they 
are  then  treated  as  pitched  goods,  and  the  individual 
toll  arises  on  the  articles.  It  ceases  to  be  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  stand,  and  he  then  pays  toll  upon  the  articles. 
Theu  it  comes  into  the  toll  schedule,  and  not  into  the 
rent  schedule. 

4324.  But  he  had  not  room  for  them  on  his  own 
stand? — Then  he  takes  another  stand;  he  occupies 
another  portion  of  the  market. 

4325.  And  for  that  he  is  charged  this  extra  charge  ? 
— Yes,  he  pays  toll  upon  the  goods. 

4326.  What  is  the  section  under  which  that  charge 
is  imposed  ? — It  would  involve  rather  a  legal  argu- 
ment to  take  one  section  with  another.  That  class  of 
goods  comes  under  what  is  called  the  fruit  schedule, 
and  the  fruit  schedule  is  :  "  For  cherries  a  toll  of  one 
"  halfpenny  per  sieve ;  for  apples,  pears,  plums,  apri- 
"  cots,  peaches,  nectarines,  gooseberries,  and  currants, 
"  a  toll  of  one  halfpenny  per  sieve  or  bushel;  for 
'*  strawberries,  raspberries,  and  other  fruit  of  that 
"  sort,  a  toll  of  twopence  for  every  round  or  head 
^^  load,"  and  so  on. 

4327.  If  Mr.  Ashby  had  sold  these  articles  on  his 
own  stand,  what  would  he  have  had  to  pay? — ^He 
would  have  paid  no  tolL 

4328.  Is  it  your  experience  that  these  casual 
growers  are  gaining  in  number  proportionately  to 
those  who  describe  themselves  as  regular  growers  J*-— 
Considerably,  and  it  arises  from  the  increased  facili- 
ties which  are  given  by  the  railways,  because  growers 
can  now  grow  from  a  much  larger  area,  and  can  send 
their  goods  to  market  by  means  of  the  railway. 

4329.  Do  those  men  whom  you  admit  as  casual 
gi-owers  conduct  their  business  solely  as  the  sellers  of 
what  they  grow,  or  are  they  also  commission  salesmen, 
or  middlemen  ? — There  are  commission  salesmen  who 
represent  several  growers,  and  who  do  not  themselves 
"grow.  They  are  a  distinct  class  of  men,  who  simply 
act  as  the  servants  for  the  moment  of  the  growers. 

4330.  Are  they  admitted  to  do  business  in  this  part 
C,  which  IS  the  yearly  stand  part  ? — They  have  no 
stands  in  pait  C. 

4331.  Does  anyone  who  acts  as  a  middleman  or 
commission  salesman  stand  in  the  part  C.  which  is 
exclusively  for  growers  ? — ^None  in  part  C. 

4332.  (To  Mr.  Assbee.)  Or  in  any  other  pari  which 
is  under  the  Act  reserved  for  growers  ? — Some  few  do 
in  F  and  G.  It  very  often  happens  that  a  man  will 
sell  his  own  produce,  and  he  will  sell  the  produce  of 
his  father,  and  his  brother,  and  his  cousin,  and  Iiis 
neighbour,  in  which  he  acts  parlly  as  a  commission 
salesman  and  partly  as  a  grower,  selling  his  own  pro- 
duce ;  and  we  pitch  him  occasionally  in  sections  F 
and  G. 

4333.  How  do  you  know  that  he  is  selling  only  his 
father's,  or  his  brother's,  or  his  cousin's  produce  ? — 
He  tells  us  sometimes  that  he  is  doing  so. 

4334.  He  may  be,  for  all  you  know,  a  regular  com- 
mission salesman  ? — He  would  probably  come  to  me 
with  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  his  father,  or 
his  brother,  or  his  cousin,  saying  that  if  I  will  give 
him  a  pitching  stand  they  will  send  their  goods  up  to 
him  to  sell. 

4335.  It  depends  upon  the  individual's  own  state- 
ment?— Not  altogether.  I  rarely  set  a  man  down 
upon  bis  own  statement  unless  it  is  corroborated. 
(Mr.  Bourne.)  The  schedule  says  that  where  a  grower 
sells  other  goods  than  his  own  produce  he  is  to  pay 
for  it  on  the  toll  system.  These  commission  sales- 
men are  only  the  representatives  of  the  growers.  A 
grower,  instead  of  coming  up  himself  or  sending  his 
own  personal  servant  to  ^  for  him,  as  a  man  would 


who  b'ves  in  the  Thames  valley,  sends  to  A.  or  to  B., 
who  he  knows  will  be  in  the  market. 

4336.  But  the  grower's  point  is  that  they  are  being 
ousted  by  the  commission  salesmen,  to  some  extent  ? — 
The  commission  salesmen  are  the  representatives  of 
the  growers,  and  I  say  that  they  are  the  growers. 
The  commission  salesman  is  pro  hoc  vice  the  grower. 

4337.  (Mr.  Childers.)  Does  not  what  you  say  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  casual  grower,  and  of  the 
almost  inevitable  introduction  of  the  commission  sales- 
man, point  to  the  market  being  too  small  for  the 
necessities  of  the  present  time  ? — We  feel  that  it  is^ 
and  that  is  why  we  are  giving  aid  to  the  market  by 
giving  additional  space. 

4338.  But,  even  allowing  for  the  additional  space, 
some  of  which  has  been  gi^en,  and  some  of  which  is 
being  given,  is  not  the  market  fpr  the  necessities  of 
modern  London  too  small  ? — I  think  that  when  the 
present  arrangements  are  completed  and  in  full  work 
there  will  be  sufficient  accommodation  for  several 
years  to  come.     I  think  we  shall  meet  it. 

4339.  But  the  growing  railway  accommodation,  to 
which  you  have  referred,  will  overtake  you  very  fast, 
will  it  not^? — You  may,  perhaps,  know  as  a  fact,  that 
that  b,  in  a  measure,  being  met  by  the  fact  that  nearly 
all  the  railway  companies  who  are  bringing  in  produce 
are  creating  depdts  at  their  London  stations,  and 
creating  really  minature  markets. 

4340.  But  not  without  great  opposition  from  vested 
interests  ? — I  cannot  say  that.     We  are  not  opposing. 

4341.  (Jnder  the  Act,  is  the  charge  for  a  cart  or 
waggon  the  same  thing  ? — No,  in  ceitain  cases  the 
charge  for  a  cart  is  Is.,  and  for  a  waggon  it  is  Is.,  but 
in  omer  cases  Ad,  is  the  toll  for  a  cart. 

4342.  I  was  referring  to  your  answer  to  Lord 
Balfour,  from  which  it  appeared  that  in  some  cases 
the  cart  and  the  waggon  are  equally  charged  Is. ;  is 
no  higher  charge  mentioned  in  the  Act  for  a  waggon 
than  for  a  cart  ? — Is.  and  Is.  6c?.  for  a  waggon  under 
given  circumstances,  according  to  the  produce.  The 
words  in  the  schedule  are  : — "  For  e^^Yj  waggon  con- 
"  taining  wholly  or  principally  carrots,  whether  such 
'•  waggon  shall  be  brought  or  placed  on  any  of  such 
"  stands,  or  the  contents  thereof,  shall  be  placed, 
**  pitched,  or  exposed  for  sale  or  sold  on  any  of  such 
**  stands,  a  toll  of  Is.  6c?.  For  every  other  waggon 
"  containing  fruit,  flowers,  vegetables,  roots,  or  herbs, 
"  ....  a  toll  of  Is.  For  every  cart  containing 
"  wholly  or  principally  carrots  ....  a  toll  of  Is. 
"  For  every  other  cart  containing  fruit,  flowers, 
"  vegetables,  roots,  or  herbs  ....  a  toll  of  4c?." 
There  is  a  distinction  drawn. 

4343.  Lord  Balfour's  questions  which  }ou  answcivd 
pointed  to  the  cases  in  which  the  cart  was  charged  Is., 
and  the  waggon,  if  for  one  day,  would  havH  been 
charged  Is.  also.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  if  a 
waggon  came  in  at  II  o'clock  at  night  and  then  went 
out  the  next  morning  it  was  charged  doub!e.  If  the 
cart  which  was  subject  to  the  shilling  toll  did  the  same 
thing,  would  not  your  construction  of  the  Act  that  the 
toll  was  for  one  day  entitle  you  to  charge  2s.  for  the 
cart  also  ? — No ;  I  think  it  rather  helps  to  confirm  the 
suggestion  that  one  has  made  as  to  the  origin  of  this 
practice.  The  cart  pays  the  shilling,  which  would  be 
i^parently  two  tolls. 

4344.  I  have  read  the  clause,  and  I  did  not  see  the 
distinction  between  the  cart  at  Is.  and  the  waggon  at 
Is.  If  the  cart  came  in  at  II  o'clock  and  went  out  the 
next  morning,  I  should  have  thought  that  you  might 
have  charged,  if  you  liked,  2s.  in  the  case  of  the  cart  ? 
— That  has  not  been  the  practice. 

4345.  I  am  aware  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice, 
but  you  might  have  done  it  under  the  Act,  might  you 
not  ? — Perhaps  so.  For  instance,  we  are,  under  the 
Act,  at  liberty  to  charge  toll  upon  goods  that  have  been 
bought  in  the  market  and  theu  sold  again  in  the 
market ;  but,  except  in  very  iew  instances,  that  right 
has  never  been  acted  upon  for  many  years  past.  Pos- 
sibly it  has  been  from  the  same  feeling  of  liberal 
treatment. 
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4346.  (Chairmafu)  I  think  you  have  seen  ihe 
evidence  that  was  given  here  some  time  ago  by  Mr. 
Michael  Butler? — I  have. 

4347.  I  understand  there  are  some  statements  made 
by  him  the  accuracy  of  which  you  do  not  admit  ? — 
There  are  several  statements  that  are  inaccurate. 

4348.  We  wish  you  to  have  an  opportunity  of  cor- 
recting anything  which,  in  your  judgment,  is  inaccu- 
rate, and  perhaps  you  will  now  do  so?  —  1  have 
prepared  some  notes  on  Mr.  Butler's  evidence. 

4349.  First  of  all,  what  position  does  Mr.  Butler 
occupy  in  the  market  ? — He  has  no  position  in  the 
market  beyond  being  a  buving  agent ;  I  suppose  that 
iTOuld  be  the  proper  designation  to  give  him.  He 
buys  for  country  markets  and  for  country  salesmen, 
and  forwards  the  goods  from  Covent  Garden  Market 
into  the  country  ^  but  he  is  not  a  tenant  in  the  market, 
he  is  not  a  grower,  he  is  not  a  salesman  ;  and  beyond 
generally  being  a  well  known  character  from  being 
constantly  there,  he  has  not  any  position  in  connexion 
with  the  market ;  and,  presumably,  from  h**-  training 
and  position  generally  he  is  ignorant  on  many  subjects 
that  he  assumes  lo  talk  about. 

4350.  (Mr,  Charrington,)  He  said  that  he  never 
sold  anything  r — That  is  so. 

4351.  {Oiairman,)  He  has  sjioken  about  the 
weekly  tenancies  and  tenant's  good  will ;  is  it  the 
fact  that  all  shops  and  buildings  in  Covent  Garden 
Market  have  been  let  on  weekly  tenancies  for  a  very 
long  period  ? — Ever  since  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Of 
course  we  cannot  go  prior  to  that ;  but  since  that 
time  where  lettings  have  taken  place,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  preferential  gi*owers,  all  lettings  have 
been  simply  for  the  week,  or  by  the  day.  The  shops 
in  the  centre  row  havo  always  been  let  by  the  week. 
The  shops  in  the  south  roM',  the  potato  row,  as  it  is 
termed,  have  been  let  by  the  week.  The  public  houses 
were  formerly  let  by  the  week,  but  a  few  years  since 
a  suggestion  was  made  by  the  licensing  magistrates 
of  Westminster,  that  it  was  somewhat  inconvenient  to 
have  to  grant  a  licence  to  a  house  that  was  merely  let 
on  a  weekly  tenancy ;  and  in  order  to  remedy  that 
special  difficulty,  I  put  the  publicans  upon  yearly 
holdings  in  order  that  they  might  have  their  licences 
granted.  With  that  exception  everybody  holds  by  the 
week. 

4352.  The  stands,  we  understand,  are  occupied  on 
dailv  holdings  : — They  are  except  in  the  case  of  the 
growers  who  have  these  preferential  rights. 

4353.  Is  there  any  objection,  in  your  view,  on  public 
grounds  to  the  creation  of  a  more  permanent  right  or 
interest  in  the  holdings  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  prejudicial  to  the  public,  because  it  would  at  once 
enable  a  monopoly  to  be  created,  and  rings  to  be 
established.  Men  having  absolute  interests  in  any 
section  of  the  market,  would  be  able  so  to  combine  as 
practically  to  create  what  is  commonly  known  as  a 
ring;  and  that  could  only  result  in  harm  to  the 
general  community.  But  by  keeping  the  tenants  at 
the  holdings  which  they  have,  which  is  quite  consistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  Act,  merely  allowing  them  to 
live  as  it  were  day  by  day,  market  day  by  market  day, 
such  combination  is  prevented  because  one  would  be 
enabled  instantly  to  put  an  end  to  it  by  letting  in  other 
people. 

4354.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  those  shops  and  build- 
ings often  change  their  occupants  ?— The  shops  and 
buildings  very  rarely  change  occupants.  Although 
the  holding  is  merely  by  parole  from  week  to  week,  a 
sitting  tenant  is  never  disturbed  unless  a  man  becomes 
bankrupt,  which  has  happened  in  one  or  two  instances, 
or  in  the  very  much  rarer  instance  of  a  man  being 
guilty  of  some  wrong  doing ;  and  then  of  course  the 
thti  tenancy  is  put  an  end  to,  and  somebody  else  is  put 
into  the  shop.  But  there  are  many  instances  of  very 
long  tenancies.  There  are  tenants  now  who  were 
tenants  when  this  Act  was  passed,  who  have  never 
been  disturbed  from  the  year  182S  down  to  the 
present  time.  The  moment  the  new  buildings  were 
put  up  they  went  into  the  new  buildings,  and  they 
have    remained  their    paying  their  weekly   rent.     I 
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have  in  my  recollection  now  at  least  four  or 
five  people  of  th,at  character.  Others  have  been 
there  for  shorter  periods.  One  might  multiply  the 
instances  where  there  have  been  no  disturlMmces 
whatever,  although  they  have  been  merely  holding  by 
weekly  holdings,  and  the  sitting  tenants  continue  at 
the  same  rents.     The  rent  has  not  altered. 

4355.  You  do  not  admit  that  any  goodwill  exists 
in  the  case  of  growei*s? — Obviously  people  who  bring 
in  produce  from  time  to  time  cannot  have  goodwill. 
They  may  have  no  produce  to  bring,  and  their  coming 
is  an  uncertain  event,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the 
character  of  the  growers  relative  to  the  market  that 
could  create  a  goodwill.  Nor  can  there  be  on  the  part 
of  the  salesmen.  The  salesmen  who  occupy  the  offices 
or  shops  just  do  their  work  upon  their  own  personal 
character.  They  have  no  capital  employed  neces- 
sarily. Some  of  them  have  capital,  but  not  of  neces- 
sity. The  shopkeepers  in  the  centre  row,  from  their 
long  continuance  there,  perhaps  do  create  a  sort  of 
interest  by  getting  people  to  come  to  them  to  buy 
their  goods  ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  an  unwise  thing 
in  the  public  interest  to  give  them  a  longer  holding, 
or  to  admit  that  there  is  anything  like  goodwill. 

4356.  There  were  questions  put  to  Mr.  Butler  and 
answered  by  him  as  to  what  he  called  a  double  toll,  or 
the  taking  of  toll  on  the  resale  of  produce ;  will  you 
tell  us  what  is  the  case  as  to  that  ? — I  think  that  point 
was  raised  before,  but  the  explanation  is  this :  thftt 
under  the  Act  toll  is  paid  by  tlie  vendor  of  the  goods 
and  not  by  the  buyer.  That  wa«*  so  under  the  Act  of 
1813  as  well  as  under  the  Act  of  1828.  A  buyer  does 
not  pay  toll  unless,  as  is  provided  by  the  Act,  he  shall 
again  become  a  vendor,  the  meaning  being  very  plain 
and  obvious,  that  a  man  may  buy  from  a  wholesale 
vendor  and  afterwards  remove  his  goods  to  another 
part  of  the  market  when  he  becomes  a  vendor  in  his 
turn,  a  shopkeeper,  for  instance,  or  a  salesman.  Then 
the  toll  is  payable  a  second  time  for  the  privilege  of 
selling  as  vendor.  He  do(»s  not  pay  as  buyer,  but  he 
pays  as  vendor.  If  he  bought  and  went  away  from 
the  market  and  sold  elsewhere  lie  would  only,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  pay  the  rent  of  his  shop.  But  if  he 
sells  in  the  market  he  pays  rent  for  the  use  of  the 
the  market  in  the  shape  of  toll. 

4367.  If,  instead  of  taking  hi3  goods  out  of  the. 
market  and  selling  them  away  from  the  market,  he 
keeps  them  in  the  market  and  sells  them  a  second 
time,  there  is  a  fresh  transaction,  and  be  is  occupying 
space  which  would  not  otherwise  be  occupied,  and 
upon  that  he  pays  ? — Upon  that  he  pays.  The  Act 
gives  the  right,  but  as  a  matter  of  practice  we  do  not 
take  the  toll,  except  in  a  few  iustanctjs.  We  take 
it  on  peas  for  instance,  and  on  a  certain  class  of 
foreign  goods ;  but  upon  English  goods  we  do  not 
take  the  toll  from  a  man,  although  he  sells  a  second 
or  even  a  third  time.  The  right  exists,  but  the  right 
is  not  exercised.  Mr.  Butler's  notion  about  that 
was  obviously  inaccurate  from  his  not  knowing  the 
facts. 

4358.  Inaccurate  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? — I  think  so. 
I  hardly  suppose  that  he  would  wilfully  make  a  mis- 
statt^ment,  but  Le  did  not  know  the  practice.  But  he 
admitted  that  it  is  so  in  the  Act.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  in  one  portion  of  his  evidence,  he  said,  **  Oh, 
"  yes,  I  know  they  may  do  it,  if  they  like,"  or  some 
words  to  that  effect. 

4359.  Has  it  been  as  a  rule  the  practice  not  to 
alter  the  rent  of  a  tenant  when  once  settled  ?— -That 
has  been  the  rule,  I  might  say  the  invariable  rule. 
When  once  a  man  becomes  the  tenant  of  a  shop,  and 
as  long  as  he  remains  tenant,  he  pays  the  same  rent, 
with  one  or  two  very  trivial  exceptions,  where  a  man 
perhaps  has  asked  to  have  for  his  own  special  accommo- 
dation some  improvement  made  needing  an  outlay, 
and  then  he  has  paid  5  per  cent,  additional  on  the 
cost  of  that  improvement.  But,  as  I  have  mentioned, 
there  are  some  instAuces  where  men  began  their 
rents  in  1828,  and  are  paying  the  same  rent  now. 

4360.  When  a  tenant  dies  is  pi-eference  as  a  rule 
given   in   the   reletting  to   tlie  family  ?  —Always,  if 
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thei*e  is  tiny  one  capable  of  carrjing  on  the  business ; 
and  in  case  of  a  man  dying  leaving  a  widow,  if  the 
widow  is  capable  of  carrying  on  the  business,  the 
practice  is  to  let  her  continue  the  business  at  the  same 
rent  that  her  husband  paid. 

4361.  I  think  you  have  told  us  that  what  are  called 
evictions  are  very  rare  ? — Very  rare  indeed,  unless  a 
man  is  a  wrongdoer,  or  becomes  a  bankrupt.  In  one 
case  a  man  deserted  his  shop,  and  we  were  obliged,  ia 
order  to  recover  possession,  to  take  legal  proceedings. 
But  any  instance  of  eviction  is  almost  unknown ;  I 
cannot  remember  a  cas^. 

4o62.  1  need  Scarcely  ask  you  whether  you  have 
any  difficulty  in  finding  tenants  for  the  shops  ? — None 
whatever. 

4363.  (Sir  Thomas  MarHneau,)  In  the  case  of  a 
tenant  dying  and  leaving  a  widow,  you  say  that  you 
allow  the  widow  to  continue  the  tenancy  ?•— -If  she  is 
capable  of  carrying  on  the  business.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  she  is  not,  but  if  she  should  be  a  capable 
person,  of  an  age  and  with  the  means  to  continue  the 
business,  we  should  let  her  continue. 

4564.  Supposing  that  there  is  a  son  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  business  and  wishing  to  succeed  U> 
his  father,  would  yon  give  him  the  same  privilege  ?~ 
We  should  give  him  the  preference,  but  we  should 
adjust  his  rent ;  we  should  not  let  him  continue  at 
the  same  rent  as  his  father. 

4365.  There  would  be  a  distinction  between  that 
case  and  the  case  of  a  widow  ? — Yes,  there  would  be  a 
distinction.  If  a  man  began  his  rent  in  1828,  and  had 
been  continuing  at  the  same  rent  from  1828  to  1888, 
the  rent  fixed  in  1828  would  bear  no  proportion  to 
the  rent  now ;  and  therefore,  although  the  son  would 
liave  preference  given  to  him  to  continue  the  business, 
it  would  be  upon  new  terms  as  regards  rent,  but  more 
favourable  terms  probably  than  a  stranger  would  get« 

4366.  {Mr.  Little.)  It  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Butler  that  toll  was  tAken  on  goods  not  brought  into 
the  market,  but  sold  to  arrive,  and  consigned  without 
ever  coming  into  the  market ;  is  that  so  ? — ^I  daresay 
5t  is  so ;  it  is  possible. 

4367.  Can  you  justify  that  ? — Certainly.  The  goods 
are  sold  in  the  market. 

4368.  But  they  are  not  produced  ? — They  are*not^ 

.  4369.  Would  not  that  apply  to  all  sample  markets  r* 
•;;— Perhaps  it  would  ;  I  do  not  know  what  the  practice 
of  sample  markets  may  be ;  but  in  our  case  the 
language  of  the  Act  is  that  the  tolls  are  to  be  paid 
on  all  goods  that  may  be  brought,  pitched,  exposed 
for  sale,  or  sold  in  the  market. 

4370.  But  are  there  not  some  leading  decisions 
which  expresbly  exempt  sales  by  sample  ? — ^There  way 
be. 

4371.  You  admit  the  fact? — I  admit  that  we  do  it.. 
Mr.  Assbee  suggests  that  the  goods  would  come  mlo 
the  market,  but  that  the  salesman,  in  order  to  dis- 
charge his  business  and  get  rid  of  it,  and  be  ready  for 
another  sale  in  the  afternoon,  while  the  things  are  in 
process  of  being  brought  up  from  the  shipVp  side  to 
the  market,  is  actually  selling  them ;  and  by  tho  time 


he  has  sold  them  they  are  ready  to  oomc  into  the 
market,  but  are  not  actually  unloaded,  but  go  away 
elsewhere.  The  same  porter  that  would  bring  them 
into  the  market  carries  them  away  elsewnere  to  the 
purchaser's  order. 

4372.  {Mr.  Picion.)  If  a  shopkeeper  takes  a 
partner,  do  you  make  any  difierence  in  the  terms  o( 
the  tenancy ;  do  you  consider  it  the  same  tenancy  ? — 
Not  necessarily.  A  shopkeeper  cannot  take  a  partatjr^ 
because  that  creates  a  new  tenancy ;  it  would  be  a 
new  tenant  ooming  in,  because  the  weekly  letting  is 
to  A,  and  if  A  is  going  to  join  himself  to  B  in  partner- 
ship in  his  business,  then  B  would  have  to  becomi;  a 
tenant,  and  B  might  or  might  not  be  a  person  who, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  management,  was  suitable  Uk 
carry  on  the  business.  Therefore,  a  judgment  is 
exercised  as  to  whether  a  letting  should  be  made  to 
B,  and  if  a  letting  is  made  to  B,  it  is  then  a  new 
letting  to  a  stranger. 

4273.  And  you  would  make  a  difference  in  the  rent  ? 
— ^Possibly  there  might  be  some  trivial  variation^  li 
it  were  a  rent  which  had  been  already  augmented  and 
brought  up  to  the  average  rents  of  the  present  day, 
there  would  be  no  difference  made,  probably,  beyond 
just  Is.  more  to  mark  the  new  letting. 

4374.  You  say  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  good- 
will ;  of  course  that  is  matter  of  opinion ;  but  we 
have  had  cases  in  other  markets  where  no  sale  of 
goodwill  is  allowed,  and  where,  nevertheless,  a  mail 
by  taking  in  a  partner  ^vith  a  premitira,  and  then  going 
out  shorfly  afterwards,  secures  the  partner's  tenancy, 
and  sells  the  goodwill  in  that  way.  You  are  not  awaire 
of  any  case  <xl  that  kind  ? — I  do  not  at  the  moment 
recall  any  modem  case.  One  has  heard  of  something 
of  that  kind  having  been  done  in  olden  days  in 
the  market.  Mr.  Assbee  reminds  me  of  a  modem  case 
where  something  of  that  kind  was  attempted,  and  upon 
the  matter  being  investigated,  this  money  transaction 
for  bnying  out,  aa  it  were,  fell  through,  but  the  new 
man  who  was  coming  in  was  admitted  as  a  tenant, 
though  on  different  terms. 

^  4375.  But  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  know  whether, 
pecuniary  considerations  enter  into  the  matter  ?-^It  is, 
unless  it  is  brought  to  our  knowledge.  I  wns  a  litth; 
concerned,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  make  the  remark,  at 
Mr.  Butler's  allegation,  that  the  tenants  of  the  market 
were  in  such  a  state  of  terror  that  Uiey  would  not 
come  forward  to  say  anything.  It  struck  me  as  being 
singularly  new  to  hear  a  remark  of  that  kind,  because 
one's  feeling  is  just  the  reverse.  I  am  so  perfectly 
friendly  with  the  tenants,  and  they  come  so  readily  to 
me  about  all  soi'ts  of  things  affecting  thern^  tnvial 
things  oftentimes,  but  certainly  about  anything 
that  is  serious,  that  as  to  any  feeling  of  terrorism,  it 
is  out  of  the  question. 

4376.  C  Chairman.)  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have 
not  found  any  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  come  and 
discuss  with  you  questions  that  might  arise? — No, 
never ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think,  perhaps,  one  some- 
times incurs  blame  for  being  so  ready  to  hear  all  the 
trivialities  that  people  may  have  to  talk  about. 


The  witness  withdrew.  . 
Ad|Oumed  to  to*];norrow  at  12  o'clock 
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At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAY. 


Friday,  23rd  March  1888. 


pbbsent: 
Thk  KiGHT  How.  THK  LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH  in  tub  Chair, 


The  EliOHT  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childkrs,  M.P. 
8k  Jaks6  Portbb  Cobby,  Babt,  M.P. 
Sib  Thomas  Mabtinbau. 


Mb.  Chables  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 
Mb.  Spencer  Chabrinoton,  M.J?. 
Mb.  William  C.  Little. 

Mb.  T.  Babclat  Cookebton,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Thomas  Meyleh  and  Mr.  John  Goldsmith  examineil. 


4377-  {Chairman^  to  Mr.  Goldsmith.)  You  are  a 
town  councillor  of  the  borough  of  Taunton? — 1  am. 

4378.  (  To  Mr.  Meyler.)  You  are  the  town  clerk  of 
Taunton  ? — Yes. 

4379.  And  you  are  here  on  behalf  of  the  town 
council  to  give  evidence  before  this  Commission  ? — 
Yes. 

4380.  Can  jou  tell  us  how  many  Acts  there  are 
affecting  the  Taunton  markets,  and  the  dates  of  them  ? 
— There  are  four  Acts,  the  first  of  which  was  passed 
in  1768,  the  second  in  1817,  the  third  in  1833,  and 
the  fourth  in  1840. 

4381.  Are  there  any  unusual  provisions  in  those 
Acts  as  regards  the  calling  of  or  procedure  nt  meet- 
ings?— ^Yes,  section  6  of  the  3rd  William  IV.  (page 
50)  enacts  that  the  trustees  shall  meet  on  the  first 
Friday  in  every  month,  except  Good  Friday;  but 
thei'e  is  no  power  in  any  of  the  Acts  enabling  the 
trustees  to  call  a  special  meeting ;  and  the  8th  section 
(page  51),  enacts  that  no  orders,  rules,  and  regulations 
made  at  a  previous  meeting  shall  be  revoked  or  altered 
at  any  subsequent  meeting,  unless  such  proposed 
revocation  or  alteration  shall  eventually  be  agreed  to 
be  made  by  a  greater  number  of  trustees  present  at 
such  meeting  than  concurred  in  the  making  of  any 
such  order  or  determination. 

4382.  Who  are  constituted  as  trustees?  —  The 
trustees  are  a  self-elected  body.  The  number  is  60. 
Two-thirds  of  the  body  must  consist  of  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Taunton,  and  one-third  of  gentlemen 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.  They 
have  the  power  of  electing  new  trustees. 

4383.  There  is  no  public  popular  election  of  any 
kind  ? — There  is  no  popular  election  of  any  kind. 

4384.  And,  therefore,  there  is  no  means  of  bringing 
any  really  effective  pressure  from  the  outside  upon  the 
body  of  trustees  ? — No. 

4385.  Can  you  tell  us  what  powers  are  given  by  the 
Acts  for  raising  money  ? — The  first  Act  enables  the 
trustees  to  raise  the  sum  of  4,000/.  The  second 
Act  empowers  them  to  raise  a  sum  not  exceeding 
10,000/. 

4385.  In  addition  to  the  4,000/.  ?— No,  I  think  that 
the  words  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act  of  1817 
(page  33),  show  that  this  sum  of  4,000/.  is  included  in 
the  10,000/. 

4387.  Do  the  other  two  Acts  give  any  increase  of 
power  ? — ^The  third  Act  gives  power  to  raise  a  further 
sum  of  5,000/.,  and  the  last  Act  gives  power  to  raise  a 
still  further  sum  of  5,000/. 

4388.  In  your  opinion,  the  capital  that  the  trustees 
are  authorised  to  raise  is  20,000/.  ? — Yes. 

4389.  How  much  has  been  raised  ? — I  find  from  the 
accounts  that  in  1842  the  debt  was  18,000/. ;  in  1849, 


18,300/.  ;    in   1868,  19,400/. ;  in  1874,  18,200/.,  and 
1882,  17,900/.     This  debt  has  continued  at  the  same 
sum  down  to  last  year,  when  it  was  reduced  by  the      _ 
payment  of  400/.,  leaving  the  debt  at  17,500/. 

4390.  What  rate  of  interest  is  paid  upon  that  debt  ? 
— The  rale  of  interest  has  been  4^  per  cent,  until  last 
year,  when  it  was  reduced  to  4  per  cent. 

4391.  Is  there  any  provision  for  ^e  contingency  of 
the  debt  being  paid  off;  what  would  happen  if  it  were 
paid  off  ?— The  9th  George  III.,  that  is  the  first  Act, 
the  Act  of  1768,  enacts  (page  1 7  )  that  after  the  discharge 
of  the  mortgages  and  all  debts  accrued  on  acoonnt  of 
the  markets  and  buildings,  the  markets  and  buildings, 
tolls,  rents,  and  profits  ^all  remain  in  the  trustees  in 
trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Taunton 
St.  Mary,  Magdalene,  and  shall  be  applied  by  the 
trustees  to  the  clothing,  educating,  and  placing  out  as 
apprentices  of  so  many  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants 
of  the  said  parish  as  the  trustees  shall  from  time  to 
time  direct  and  appoint.  You  will  also  find  in  that 
Act  that  further  provisions  are  made  for  the  education 
of  the  children.  The  Act  of  the  3rd  Vict,  the  last  Act, 
enacts  (page  74)  that  when  the  debt  is  repaid  nothing 
shall  prevent  the  sale  of  provisions  within  a  dwelling- 
house  or  shop. 

4392.  Can  you  tell  us  in  what  way  the  amount 
raised  has  beeA  expended  ? — The  first  trustees  bought 
some  property  in  the  middle  of  the  town ;  they  took 
down  several  old  houses,  and  they  built  a  market- 
house  with  arcades,  and  an  open  space  in  front  of  it, 
which  is  used  for  mlu*ket  purposes.  The  trustees  have 
also  erected  meat,  fish,  poultry,  and  vegetable  markets, 
over  part  of  which  there  is  a  large  room  called  the 
Victoria  Rooms,  which  is  let  for  public  purposes. 
They  have  also  built  a  com  exchange,  and  they 
established  a  pig  market.  But  they  have  since  sold 
that  pig  market,  and  they  now  rent  other  land  for  the 
purposes  of  a  pig  market.  The  moneys  that  have  been 
raised  have  not  been  sufficient  to  enable  the  trustees 
to  establish  cattle,  horse,  and  sheep  markets,  but  they 
rent  land  for  that  purpose.  I  will  allude  further  to  this 
later  in  my  evidence. 

4393.  There  are,  I  see,  further  other  duties  laid  upon 
the  trustees,  such,  for  example,  as  erecting  and  main- 
taining and  lighting  lamps  in  East  Street,  High  Street, 
North  Street,  and  Fore  Street  of  the  town,  and  certain 
other  duties  which  seem  to  take  priority  over  the  pay- 
ment for  the  clothing  and  education  of  the  i^prentices  ? 
— The  clothing  and  educating  of  the  apprentices 
would  only  come  into  operation  if  the  debt  were  paid 
off. 

4394.  Have  those  other  duties  been  discharged  from 
time  to  time  ? — Those  duties  as  to  lighting  ^e  town 
were  extended  afterwards  by  the  second  Act  (pages  33 
and  39)  to  the  whole  of  the  borough. 
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4396.  Will  you  enumerate  the  whole  of  the  duties 
which  are  laid  upon  the  trustees  ? — The  trustees  were 
empowered  to  set  out  markets,  to  purchase  the 
ground,  to  set  o'Jt  and  convert  the  jrround  into  a 
market,  and  to  ei  ect  a  market-house,  part  of  which 
was  to  be  for  a  town  hall,  or  guildhall,  for  ihe  judges 
of  assize,  and  justices  of  tlic  peace,  to  hold  their 
sessions  and  assizes  in,  and  for  other  meeting^.  The 
market-house  has  been  erected;  it  is  not  used  by 
the  corporation,  and  it  is  not  used  for  assizes  or 
ijunrter  sessions,  but  it  is  used  occasionally  for  petty 
sessions.  The  first  Act  (pages  1;>  and  17)  gives  the 
trustees  power  to  erect  lamps  in  certain  streets.  The 
second  Act.  ( page  33)  extended  the  lighting  power  of  the 
trustees  to  the  whole  of  the  borough,  and  empowered  the 
trustees  to  light  the  town  and  places  adjacent  with  gas 
and  to  lay  down  pipes  for  that  purpose ;  but  they  were 
not  to  manufacture  the  gas.  They  were  also  to  make 
drains,  sewers,  wells,  and  pumps.  I  am  not  aware 
that  that  poilion  of  the  Act  was  carried  out  which 
provides  for  iha  making  of  the  sewers.  The  duties 
of  cleansing  the  streets  and  the  public  passages,  and 
the  powers  to  remove  encroachments,  and  to  prevent 
nuisances,  were  given  by  the  second  Act,  and  were 
greatly  extended  by  the  third  Act.  The  fourth  Act 
empowered  the  trustees  to  embank  a  stream  called 
Stockwell  stream,  and  to  cleanse  the  streets  with  the 
water  therefrom ;  and  also  enabled  them  lo  purchase 
lands  for  the  purposes  of  street  improvements,  and  for 
improving  the  waterworks  for  watering  and  cleansing 
the  streets,  or  watering  the  market  places.  I  think 
that  they  were  unable  *o  carry  out  those  powers  over 
Stockwell  stream  in  consequence  of  the  litigation  and 
opposition  of  riparian  owners  below  the  town.  I  find 
that  in  1842  the  trustees  expended  the  j=um  of  465/. 
in  lighting  the  borough,  and  78/.  in  cleansing  the 
streets.  In  1849  they  expended  the  sum  of  337/.  in 
lighting,  and  96/.  in  cleansing.  In  1849  th^  Public 
Ileal th  Act  of  1848  was  adopted  in  Taunton,  and 
great  difficulties  arose  between  the  two  bodiss.  The 
town  was  in  darkness  for.  some  dtiys,  as  each  body 
claimed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  other  to  light  the 
lamps.  The  matter  was  at  last  compromised,  and  the 
sanitary  authority  has  since  continued  to  light  the 
lamps,  the  trustees  paying  to  the  local  board,  and 
afterwards  to  the  corporation,  an  annual  sum  of  20/. 
towards  waterins^  and  cleansing,  and  851.  towards  the 
lighting  of  the  town.  The  lighting  of  the  borough 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  in  the  autumn  of  1887 
cost  the  corporation  1,072/.  and  the  scavenging  for 
the  same  yeai-  cost  637/.  The  prevention  of  nuisances, 
and  the  other  clauses  relating  to  street  improvement 
are  now  carried  out  by  the  corporation  as  the  urban 
sanitary  authority. 

4396.  Under  all  these  heads  what  is  the  contribu- 
tion which  the  corporation  receive  from  the  market 
trustees  in  respect  of  watering,  scavenging,  lighting, 
drainage,  and  oiher  matters  of  that  kind  ? — 105/.,  and 
the  cost  last  year  was  1,709/.  The  trustees  still 
receive  all  the  tolls  and  advantages  which  were  given 
to  them  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  those  duties,  but 
they  only  contribute  al>out  one-seventeenth  part  of  the 
expense. 

4397,  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  the  powers 
given  by  the  vanous  Acts  for  regulating  markets, 
either  in  comparison  with  those  which  are  exercised 
by  other  market  authorities,  or  on  any  similar  point  ? 
— I  think  there  are  some  very  unusual  provisions  in 
these  Acts.  The  first  would  be  that  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  cattle  and  provisions  without  a  license.  At 
page  6  there  is  a  very  extensive  pro  vision,^  and  I  think 
that  that  section  ought  to  appear  upon  my  evidence. 
The  section  is  :  **  And,  for  preventing  any  encroach- 
*^  ment  wlii<ih  may  hereafter  be  made  on  the  said 
*'  market,  ba  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
**  the  said  ground  shall  be  set  out  and  used  as  a 
**  market,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  (or  any  peison  or 
**  persons  to  erect  any  stalls  or  standings,  or  to  hold 
^*  any  other  market  within  the  said  town  of  Taunton, 
<*  or  any  part  thereof,  or  to  vend  or  expose  to  sale 
"  any  corn  or  grain,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  pro- 


"  visions,  or  any  bulls,  oxon,  steers,  heifers,  cows, 
"  calves,  sheep,  lambs,  swine,  or  other  live  cattle, 
'*  which  are  usually  sold  in  publick  markets,  within  any 
*^  of  the  publick  streets  of  the  said  tonn  of  Taunton, 
'*  or  within  the  space  of  one  tbouKand  yards  from  the 
*'  bounds  of  the  said  market,  within  the  county  oC 
"  Somerset,  except  such  persons  as  shall  be  licensed 
'^  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  trustees,  or 
**  any  two  or  more  of  them,  to  vend  or  expose  to  sale 
^'  any  of  the  said  commodities,  in  any  shop,  being  part 
**  of  their  respective  dwellmg-hou^es,  on  any  day  of 
"  the  week ;  or  to  vend  or  expose  to  sale  any  corn, 
.  "  grain,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  provisions,  or 
**  any  bulls,  oxen,  steers,  heifers,  cows,  calves,  sheep, 
"  lambs,  swine,  or  other  live  cattle,  or  any  goods  what- 
'^  soever,  within  the  said  market,  either  before  the 
'^  ringing  the  bell  for  the  o|>ening  of  the  said  market. 
"  or  after  the  ringing  the  bell  for  the  closing  thereof ; 
'*  and  every  person  who  shall  so  vend  or  expose  to 
<'  sale  any  of  the  commodities  aforesaid,  contrary  to 
'*  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be 
"  convicted  thereof  before  any  two  or  more  of  His 
**  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county 
''  of  Somerset,  or  borough  aud  town  of  Taunton,  shall, 
'*  for  eveiy  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
**  five  pounds,  to  be  recovenni  by  distress  and  sale  of 
*'  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender ;  rendering 
**  the  overplus  (if  any  there  be)  after  deducting 
"  the  expence  of  such  distress  and  sale,  to  the 
"  owners  thereof;  one  moiety  whereof  shall  fj^o 
**  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
'^  the  said  trustees,  to  be  applied  to  the  several  pur- 
*^  poses  of  this  Act.*'  In  the  first  place  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  word  **  cattle  *'  which  occurs  there. 
At  page'  32  you  will  find,  as  regards  the  tolls  to  be 
taken,  at  the  top  of  the  page,  tlie  words  ^'  cattle  and 
swine."  The  first  toll  is,  "  For  every  horse,  mule, 
**  ass,  or  beast,  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling." 
So  that  it  would  appear  that  the  word  cattle  in  these 
Act:?  includes  horses.  Now  Taunton  is  a  place  which 
from  its  position  as  the  key  to  the  stag-hunting 
district,  and  to  the  large  horse-breeding  district^  is 
essentially  a  pbice  where  there  must  be  pubHc  sales 
of  horses,  and  there  are  periodical  sales  of  a  very 
extensive  character.  If  my  readiug  of  the  Acta  is 
correct  those  sales  are  all  illegal ;  they  do  not  take 
place  in  the  markets.  There  are  also  provisions  in 
the  first  Act  that  no  person  shall  vend  or  expose  for 
sale  any  corn  or  grain,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other 
provisions  within  the  district,  except  such  persons 
as  shall  be  licensed  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 
the  trustees  t>  vend  or  cfxpose  for  sale  any  of  the 
said  commodities  in  any  shop,  being  part  of  their 
respective  dwelling-houses.  S'ow  there  are  at  the 
present  time  several  persons  licensed  by  the  trustees 
to  sell  those  commodities ;  and  they  do  so  in  shops 
which  form  no  part  of  their  dwelling-houses.  In  the 
year  1849  there  appear  to  have  been  two  butchers 
licensed  to  sell  meat,  each  of  whom  paid  either  1 1/.  5^. 
or  15/.  for  his  license.  The  accounts  are  rather 
obscure,  tio  f  will  put  it  in  that  way.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  three  butchers'  shops  in  the  town ; 
each  of  those  butchers  pays  35/.  a  year  for  his  Ifcense, 
and  the  trustees  refuse  to  license  any  other  shops. 
Application  has  been  n*cently  made  for  a  license ; 
the  premises  were  eligible,  the  party  applying  was  a 
member  of  the  corporation,  and  a  gentleman  of  capital 
and  position  in  the  town,  but  he  was  refused  a  license. 
Until  a  few  years  since  there  were  no  fishmongers* 
shops  in  the  town  ;  there  are  now  three.  Each  of 
those  three  pays  10/.  a  year  for  his  license.  Some 
years  ago  persons  selling  other  provisions  had  to  pay 
different,  perfectly  arbitrary  sums.  There  is  no  limit 
under  the  Act,  and  the  trustees  charged  exactly  what 
they  thought  proper.  One  gentleman  informs  me 
that  he  paid  10/.  a  year  for  his  license  to  sell  potatoes 
and  other  provisions.  In  another  case  a  greengrocer 
paid  4/.  a  year;  but  he  continually  renionsf rated  with 
the  trustees  and  gave  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
so  they  reduced  him  to  3/.,  to  2/.,  and  at  last  to  1  /. 
At  the  present  time  if  you  will  refer  to  the  answers 
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given  by  the  trastees  you  will  see  that  there  ure,  iu 
additiou  to  the  butchers  and  fishmongers  I  have  men- 
tioned, 10  grocers,  9  corn  merchants,  and  64  green- 
grocers licensed  in  the  town.  I  believe  that  in  all 
Acts  it  is  usual  to  limit  the  amount  of  toll«,  but  in 
Taunton  the  powers  of  the  trustees,  except  as  to  cattle 
and  swine,  are  unlimited.  There  is  no  power  under 
the  Act  to  license  hawkers,  or  to  permit  them  to  sell 
in  the  streets  ;  but  notwithstanding  that  I  am  informed 
that  the  trustees  receive  certain  sums  from  the 
hawkers,  the  persons  who  bring  in  vegetables  and 
other  things,  and  who  hawk  them  about  the  town. 
Mr.  Goldsmith  will  give  you  information  as  to  cases 
of  hardship  which  have  arisen  ;  but  I  will  refer  you 
to  two  that  have  occurred  recently,  I  think,  since  Mr. 
Goldsmith  has  ceased  to  be  superintendent  of  police. 
In  April,  1884,  a  summons  was  issued  against  a 
general  dealer  in  Taunton  for  selling  eggs ;  the 
magistrates  dismissed  the  case,  and  held  that  eggs 
were  not  provisions.  In  the  month  of  July,  1884,  a 
summons  was  issued  against  a  tradesman  for  selling 
provisions  within  bis  shop  without  a  license.  The 
provisions  were  potatoes.  The  maiistrates  dismissed 
the  case :  they  held  that  potatoes  were  not  provisions. 

4398.  Does  the  word  "  provisions  *'  occur  in  the 
Act?— Yes,  on  page  6.  The  market  trustees  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  the  magistrates,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Hawkins  said,  *'  If  potatoes  are  not  provisions 
**  I  should  like  to  know  what  they  are."  Those 
licenses  in  the  year  1842  produced  15/.  a  year  ; 
in  1849,  22/.  \0s.  The  accounts  for  the  year  1868  do 
not  show  the  licenses  and  toll.^  separately  in  that  year. 
In  1874  the  butchers  paid  70/.  a  year,  and  other 
persons  62/.  In  1882  the  three  butchers  paid  106/., 
and  other  licenses  produced  58/.  In  1886  the 
butchers  still  paid  105/.,  and  the  other  licenses  had 
risen  to  67/.  a  year.  If  you  will  refer  to  page  7  you 
will  see  that  the  penalty  for  an  infringement  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  is  a  fine  of  5/.  Now,  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  Act  empowers  the  court,  if  the  fine 
be  imfiosed  in  respect  of  a  first  offence,  to  reduce  the 
prescribed  aniouiit  thereof.  In  their  prosecutions, 
since  that  Act  has  been  passed,  when  they  are  pro- 
becuting  old  offenders,  they  do  not  allege  the  previous 
conviction. 

4399.  They  do  exercise  the  powers  which  they 
have  with  justice  tempered  a  good  deal  with  mercy  ? 
— Occasionally.  Then  in  the  returns  made  by  the 
market  trustees  they  speak  of  54  greengrocers'  shops ; 
but  thebe  ai*e  several  other  shops  in  which  tripe,  liver, 
salted  meat,  and  other  matters  are  sold,  and  according 
to  their  return  they  charge  no  license  for  those 
articles.  I  will  produce  to  you  two  licenses,  in  order 
to  show  you  how  they  are  granted  (  producing  them). 
One  of  these  is  a  license  for  the  sale  of  food  and 
vegetables  in  a  shop,  and  the  other  is  for  the  sale  of 
nuirketable  provisions  in  a  shop.  The  provisions  of 
these  Acts,  if  they  were  carried  out  strictly,  would 
prevent  any  man  from  selling  a  p?g,  either  dead  or 
alive,  except  in  the  market.  As  the  markets  have 
bf  en  closed  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  for  long 
periods,  a  man  would  be  unable  to  dispose  of  his  pig, 
either  by  selling  it  alive  or  killing  it  and  selling  it 
dead.  The  markets  have  been  closed  in  consequence 
of  swine  fever. 

4400.  {Mr.  Little,)  That  would  not  prevent  a 
man's  killing  his  pig  at  home,  would  it,  and  then 
selling  the  carcase  in  the  market  r — He  would  have  to 
turn  butcher  in  that  case.  Then  he  would  have  to 
hire  a  stall.  The  Slaughter-house  Acts  would  in- 
terfere, perhaps,  with  his  doing  it. 

4401.  (Chairitian.)  Why,  may  I  ask,  do  you  take 
pigs  for  the  purpose  of  illustration  ? — Poor  people,  who 
do  not  keep  cattle  or  sheep,  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
and  who  have  no  lanc^,  keep  pigs  in  their  gardens,  and 
those  pigs  eat  their  garden  stuff. 

4402.  I  think  it  is  enough  for  your  purpose  to  call 
attention  to  the  extremely  drastic  provisions  of  the 
Act  without  giving  us  illustrations  of  that  kind.  I 
should  like  to  know  very  much  what  the  opinion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Taunton  i?  about  these  powers,  and 


how  they  come  to  have  borne  them  so  long  ? — They 
have  been  dissatisfied  with  the  working  of  these 
market  Acts  and  with  the  restrictions  on  trade,  and 
they  have  felt  the  want  of  a  fixed  scale  for  tolls  and 
iicennes  for  many  years ;  and  in  1847  and  1869  Bills 
were  brought  before  Parliament  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  town.  The  Bill  in  1849  was  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  because  they  would  not  interfere 
where  a  charity  was  concerned.  In  1869  the  markets 
were  leased  ;  the  lessee  endeavoured  to  cairy  out  the 
Act  stringently,  and  indignation  meetings  were  held. 
Since  that  date  the  market  trustees  have  managed  the 
markets  themselves,  and  have  endeavoured  to  carry 
them  on  as  leniently  as  possible ;  but  still  there  have 
been  public  meetings  held  and  the  corporation  have 
taken  up  Ihe  matter.  The  town  was  incorporated  in 
the  year  1877,  and  the  movement  for  incorporation 
was,  I  think,  successful  in  consequence  of  the  feeling 
against  these  Acts.  The  inhabitants  were  of  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  be  one  governing  body,  and  that 
the  markets  ought  to  be  vested  in  them.  It  was 
understood  that  the  corporation  would  take  them  over, 
and  they  have  carried  resolutions  with  that  object. 

4403.  Is  that  all  that  the  corporation  have  done 
with  a  view  of  acquiring  the  markets;  have  they 
taken  any  other  steps  ? — In  1879  they  took  the  opinion 
of  Mr  R.  S.  Wright,  who  advised  that  the  effect  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1872,  section  nine,  and  the 
Sanitary  Laws  Amendment  Act,  1874,  section  four, 
had  transferred  to  the  corporation  all  the  property  of 
the  trustees  so  far  as  it  was  applicable  to  sanitary  pur- 
poses ;  that  the  trustees  had  no  longer  any  interest  in 
the  market  estate  and  tolls  except  for  maintaining  the 
markets,  and  paying  off  the  debts ;  that  all  moneys 
not  necessary  for  this  purpose  belong  to  the  corpora- 
tion for  sanitary  purposes ;  and  that  the  parish  would 
not  be  entitled  to  any  part  of  the  surplus,  except  such 
as  might  remain  after  paying  all  the  sanitary  expenses 
of  the  borough. 

4404.  Did  the  corporation  take  any  action  upon 
that  opinion  ? — The  corporation  upon  that  opinion 
asked  the  market  trustees  to  transfer  their  rights,  and 
they  have  pressed  them  since  to  do  so,  but  unsuccess- 
fully. 

4405.  The  corporation  did  not  feel  themselves  in  a 
strong  enough  position  legally  to  attempt  to  enforce 
what  they  believed  to  be  their  rights? — No.  Mr. 
Wright  advised  the  corporation  to  bring  an  action  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  claiming  a  declaration  of 
their  right.  The  trustees  were  asked  to  concur  in 
this  application,  but  they  declined  to  do  so ;  and 
adverse  proceedings  were  about  to  be  taken  when  this 
Commission  was  appointed. 

4406.  Nothing  has  been  done  then  between  1879 
and  1888,  except  taking  this  opinion  of  Mr.  Wright  ? 
— No.  The  difficulty  would  be  as  to  the  property, 
whether  Mr.  Wright's  view  was  a  correct  one,  that 
the  markets  belonged  to  the  town  council,  or  whether 
they  belonged  to  the  trustees.  We  were  advised  that 
we  could  not  bring  a  Bill  into  Parliament  until  the 
question  of  title  had  been  settled. 

4407.  What  has  been  the  consideration  which  has 
deterred  the  corporation  from  proceeding  upon  Mr. 
Wright's  opinion  to  endeavdur  to  force  the  trustees 
to  give  up  their  position  ? — ^The  great  expense  that 
would  have  been  attendant  upon  procuring  an  Act 
of  Parliament  as  long  as  the  trustees  would  have  had 
a  locus  standi  to  oppose  that  Bill  in  Parliament. 

4408.  But  Mr.  Wright's  opinion,  if  I  understood 
you  rightiy  when  yuu  were  reading  it,  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  Public  Health  Act  which  was  men- 
tioned transfers  the  rights  of  the  market  trustees 
absolutely  to  the  corporation  ? — Subject  to  the 
powers  of  the  trustees  to  maintain  the  markets.  We 
have  pressed  upon  the  Local  Government  Board  the 
desirability  of  some  general  Act  of  Parliament. 

4409.  The  fear  of  heavy  litigation  and  expenses 
has  been  one  main  hindrance  to  your  taking  inde- 
pendent action  ? — Yes. 

4410.  And  you  were  anxious  that  this  opportunity 
should  not  pass  without  something  being  done  to  help 
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you  ? — Yes.  From  the  returns  that  were  made  to 
Parliament  In  connexion  willi  market  rights  and 
tolls  in  1886,  it  appears  that  Taunton  is  the  only 
municipal  borough  in  England  where  the  market 
rights  are  vested  in  market*  trustees  acting  under 
special  Acts.  Bristol  and  Tiverton  are  mentioned  as 
{Aaces  where  the  markets  are  vested  in  trustees,  but 
not  with  such  powers  and  provisions  a  the  special 
Acts  give  to  the  trustees  in  Taunton. 

4411.  Then  to  put  you  in  a  proper  position  you 
think  that  other  legislation  is  required  ? — I  do. 

4412.  What  rate  of  interest  do  you  pay  for  bor- 
rowed money  ? — We  pay  3^  per  cent,  to  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners,  and  we  have  lately 
borrowed  of  private  individuals  at  3f  per  cent. 

4413.  If  you  were  in  a  position  to  exercise  the 
rights  of  the  market  trustees  you  could  obviously 
borrow  money  at  a  much  less  rate  of  interest,  and 
thus  place  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  in  a  much 
more  favourable  position  ? — Yes,  we  could  borrow  at 
3^  per  cent. ;  and  an  annual  payment  of  5/.  8^.  9d.  for 
each  100/.  would  repay  the  principal  and  interest  in 
30  years. 

4414.  We  understand  that  you  have  information  that 
the  cattle,  horse,  and  sheep  markets,  which  you  men- 
tioned jast  now,  have  not  been  established  by  the 
trustees,  but,  for  the  purposes  of  which  land  was  rented, 
belonged  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  acaing  as 
trustees,  and  that  since  he  acquired  those  markets 
large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended  upon  them. 
Has  that  been  from  the  market  funds  ? — Yes  ;  but  it 
is  only  right  that  1  should  state  that  those  sums  were 
not  voluntarily  spent  by  the  trustees.  The  GJovern- 
ment  inspector  insisted  upon  the  town  council,  as  the 
local  authority,  closing  the  markets  unless  the  floors 
were  made  of  hard  material,  so  that  they  could  be 
washed  for  sanitary  purposes.  Notices  were  accord- 
ingly served  upon  the  trustees,  and  the  work  was  done 
under  compulsion. 

4415.  Do  you  wish  to  advance  any  information 
about  these  transactions  to  the  Commission  as  to  the 
hiring  of  the  land  from  one  of  the  trustees,  or  the 
value  of  the  services  rendered  for  the  money  paid  ? — I 
think  it  is  my  duty,  as  a  public  official,  to  mention  the 
circumstance  to  you.  There  have  been  several  letters 
upon  the  subjects  in  the  public  newspi^er.  In  1866 
one  of  the  trustees  purchased  the  cattle  and  the  sheep 
markets ;  he  died,  and  in  1 876  his  devisees  sold  those 
markets  to  another  market  trustee  for  1 ,025/.  At  that 
time  they  were  let  for  a  term  which  would  have  ex- 
pired in  1883,  at  58/.  per  annum.  Two  years  before 
this  lease  expired,  the  trustees  surrendered  it,  and  they 
took  a  fresh  lease  at  100/.  per  annum.  I  wish  to  ex- 
press no  opinion  whatever  about  the  transaction  as  to 
its  legality,  or  otherwise.  I  simply  bring  these  figures 
before  you,  which  have  appeared  in  the  public 
prints. 

4416.  Is  that  lease  still  current  at  the  present  time  ? 
— It  is.  I  believe  it  is  for  21  years  ;  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  determinable. 

4417.  Is  the  land  in  itself  suitable  for  a  market  ? — 
Mr.  Goldsmith  will  give  evidence  upon  that  points.  So 
far  as  size  and  position  are  concerned.  It  appears  to 
be  suitable,  and  is  in  the  middle  of  the  town. 

4418.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  say 
about  that  market  ? — I  would  merely  mention,  in  con- 
clusion, that  the  income  of  the  trustees  last  year  was 
2,043/.,  and  that  each  \d.  in  the  poimd  upon  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  borough  produces  240/.,  so  that, 
assuming  that  all  tolls  eventually  come  out  of  the  con- 
sumer's pocket,  the  income  of  the  trustees  represents  a 
rate  of  %\d,  in  the  pound. 

4419.  But  out  of  that  2,043/.  the  interest  of  their 
debt  would  have  to  be  paid,  I  suppose  ? — Certainly. 

4420.  What  surplus  was  there  over  after  all  their 
expenditure  ? — There  was  no  surplus  last  year. 

4421.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  about  the 
accounts  ? — No. 

4422.  {Mr.  Eltoju)  You  say  that  the  borough  was 
incorporated  in  1877  ;  how  was  it  incorporated  ? — By 
charter. 


4423.  Have  yoa  a  copy  of  the  charter? — ^I  have 
{producing  ii), 

4424.  Do  you  say  that  before  that  time  the  town 
was  not  incorporated  ? — ^The  town  was  originally  in- 
corporated in  1627,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  That 
charter  was  taken  away  by  quo  warranto  in  1660, 
and  in  1677  a  new  charter  was  granted;  but  that, 
ceased  in  1792,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  corporation 
to  fill  up  their  numbers. 

4425.  Was  that  on  a  proceeding  in  quo  warranto  f 
— ^No.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken,  and  it  was 
held  that  as  they  had  not  filled  up  the  numb^  in 
accordance  with  the  Act  the  charter  had  died  out. 

4426.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  considered  to 
have  died  out  from  long  neglect  ? — ^There  had  been  a 
neglect. 

4427.  Was  it  30  or  40  years  of  neglect  ?— Not  as 
much  as  that.  They  had  not  fiUed  the  number  up  for 
some  few  years. 

4428.  The  market  trustees'  power  over  the  town, 
you  think,  was  going  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  old 
corporation  powers  were  going  on  ? — It  was,  but  the 
corporation  had  no  property  and  no  rating  powers. 

4429.  To  whom  do  you  say  that  the  town  hall  or 
guildhall  that  was  used  by  the  corporation  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton  belonged? — Before  the  first 
market  Act  was  passeil  the  markets  belonged  to  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  who  was  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  there  was  a  small  market  house  v/hich  belonged 
to  liie  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  which  was  used  as 
a  town  hall  or  guildhall. 

4430.  Have  you  any  reason  for  knowing  that  ? — I 
am  steward  of  the  manor,  and  I  know  that  was  the 
case. 

4431.  Aj«  there  entries  in  your  papers  about  its 
belonging  to  him  ? — No  ;  I  only  know  it  from  this 
Act  of  Parliament. 

4432.  At  any  rate  the  corporation  seems  to  have 
had  the  use  of  the  town  hall  or  guildhall  ? — Yes,  but 
it  did  not  belong  to  them. 

4433.  What  became  of  the  site  of  it  ?— The  site  of 
it  is  now  thrown  into  the  market  house  and  markets. 

4434.  Then  there  was  an  old  corporation  governing 
the  town,  apparently  in  some  imperSfect  way,  and  then 
those  Acts  were  passed,  as  appears  by  the  recitals  and 
the  titles,  not  only  for  establishing  a  market,  but  as 
establishing  a  kind  of  local  government  or  improve- 
ment commissioners  as  well  ? — It  was  so. 

4435.  Those  market  trustees  an)  much  more  than 
market  trustees  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament,  are  they 
not  ? — Yes.  The  corporation  had  no  power  at  that 
time  over  nuisances. 

4436.  That  would  be  managed  by  the  court  leet,  I 
suppose  ? — That  would  be  so. 

4437.  Is  that  court  still  held  ? — The  court  leet  is 
held  but  it  exercises  no  criminal  jurisdiction. 

4438.  Like  other  courts  leet;  but  still  there  is  that 
sort  of  local  government  still  going  on  as  well  ?  Do 
the  court  leet  inquire  into  weights  and  measures,  and 
bread  and  ale,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing  ? — No.  The 
market  trustees  have  scales  in  the  market. 

4439.  But  does  the  court  leet  do  anything  at  ail  ? — 
No,  nothing  practically. 

4440.  It  is  obsolete.  It  would  be  still  more  curious 
if  there  were  three  bodies  governing  the  town.  I 
understand  that  these  Acts  were  first  for  holding  a 
market  in  the  town  of  Taunton ;  secondly,  for  pre- 
venting the  holding  of  markets  in  the  streets  of  the 
town ;  and  thirdly,  for  local  improvement  purposes  ? 
—Yes. 

4441.  The  market  was  apparently  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament  held  all  over  the  town  in  all  the  streets  ? 
— In  the  streets. 

4442.  Therefore  this  Act  was  to  contract  the 
l)oundaries  of  the  market.  That  state  of  things  is 
continued  by  the  other  Acts  ?  they  still  are  Acts  not 
only  for  regulating  the  market  but  for  local  improve- 
ment purposes,  are  they  not  ? — They  are. 

4443.  For  cleansing  the  streets  and  preventing 
nuisances,  and  for  the  lighting  of  the  town  and  other 
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dntieB? — Yes,  all  whioh  duties  are  dow  traDsferred 
to  the  corporation  as  the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

4444.  They  fiihould  be,  at  any  rate.  There  ia  liti- 
gation threatened  about  it,  is  there  not  ?  —Yes,  they 
are  transferred. 

4445.  You  would  not  wish  us  to  oonoeive  of  <he 
market  trustees  only  as  a  body  of*  market  trustees, 
but  rather  as  a  somewhat  out  of  place  body  of  im- 
provement commissioners?  —  The  Acts  throw  these 
duties  upon  them. 

4446.  They  elect  the  body,  do  they  not,  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  town  as  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  markets  ? — Yes,  but  their  powers 
are  taken  away  by  the  Sanitary  Acts. 

4447.  Therefore  you  think  that  they  may  1>e  reduced 
to  a  market  authority  by  these  Acts  of  Parliament  ? — 
They  are. 

4448.  If  we  find  a  market  authority  governing  the 
town,  which  mieht  be  in  accordance  with  many 
ancient  precedents,  yet  it  would  be  a  singular  state 
of  things  to  be  going  on  down  to  the  present  time ; 
but  the  Acts  of  Parliament  which  you  have  put  into 
our  hands  show  that  tbey  were  not  only  market 
authorities  but  also  gorcmors  of  the  town  ?' — Similar 
to  improvement  commisiioners. 

4449.  With  regard  to  the  provisions  I  see  that  the 
clause  to  which  you  directed  our  attention  is  rather 
peculiar.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
encroachment  on  the  market  that  persons  are  not  to 
yend  or  expose  for  sale  certain  things,  and  then  any 
person  who  offends  against  it  is  to  be  fined,  not  if  he 
selb  simpliciter,  but  if  he  sells  <'  contrary  to  the  true 
'*  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Act."  That  seems  to 
establish  a  distinction.  It  would  appear  at  first  sight 
as  if  a  sale  which  was  not  an  encroachment  on  the 
market  in  the  legal  sense  of  that  word  would  not  be 
subject  to  penalties;  is  that  how  you  read  it? — It  is 
for  every  sale. 

4450.  It  does  not  say  so ;  it  says,  "  Every  person 
**  who  shall  vend  or  expose  to  sale  any  of  the  com- 
"  modities  aforesaid  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
*'  meaning  of  this  Act.*'  If  you  look  to  what  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Act  is  it  is  for  pre- 
venting any  encroachments  on  the  market.  Does  it 
occur  to  you  that  that  might  be  properly  read,  or 
that  it  would  be  an  arguable  construction  that  that 
would  mean,  any  sale  which  interfered  with  the  market, 
because  of  course  there  might  be  sales  which  did  not 
interfere  with  the  market? — 1  think  not;  the  words 
which  follow  are  so  very  precise. 

4451.  To  which  words  do  you  refer? — **It  shall 
**  not  be  lawful  for  any  pei-son  or  persons  to  erect 
'*  any  stalls  or  standings,"  and  so  on,  "  or  to  vend  or 
**  expose  to  sale'*  certain  things,-  and  that  "every 
"  person  who  shall  so  vend  or  expose  to  sale  "  those 
things  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty'  ^ 

4452.  Only  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  Act.  However,  you  do  not  think 
anything  of  that  point? — I  merely  submit  that  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Act  is  shown  by  the 
express  provisions  as  to  what  is  Jawful  and  what  is 
unlawful. 

4453.  Then  there  is  the  provision  with  regard  to 
corn  or  grain,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  provisions ; 
I  suppose  it  might  have  been  contended  before  the 
magistrates  that  the  word  provisions  meant,  accor- 
ding to  the  rule  eju$dem  generis^  com  or  grain,  meat, 
poultry,  fish  ot  provisions  of  that  class  ? — That  has 
been  argued.  The  mafj^trates  as  a  rule  are  inclined 
to  take  a  very  merciful  view  of  the  words  of  the  Act. 

4454.  I  meant  merely  as  a  legal  point  ? — It  has 
been  submitted  to  them. 

4455.  Have  they  acted  on  that  construction? — ^I 
believe  that  generally  they  have,  especially  when  the 
prosecutions  under  this  Act  have  been  coodnoted  by 
a  public  informer  who  would  be  entitled  to  one  half 
of  the  penalty. 

4456.  However,  they  construed  the  Act  in  that 
way.  That  might  account,  might  it  not,  for  the 
pototo  and  egg  cases  that  you  mentioned,  potatoes 
and  eggs  not  being  of  the  class  of  fish,  meat,  or 


poultry  ? — Yes,  but  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  have 
held  that  the  word  '^  provisions  "  must  mean  potatoea 
and  other  articles  of  that  kind.  It  was  decided  by 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  that  potatoes  are  provi- 
sions under  the  Act. 

4457.  The  licenses  which  are  granted  you  say  are 
granted  in  an  irregular  manner,  sometimes  to  one 
person  at  one  amount,  and  to  another  person  at 
another  amount  ? — It  was  so. 

4458.  Do  you  say  that  of  late  years  there  have  been 
such  variations  as  you  mentioned  in  the  case  of  the 
troublesome  man  who  you  said  ^ot  his  license  reduced 
from  4/.  to  1/.  ? — ^There  were  such  variations  a  few  years 
bade,  but  I  have  been  informed  that  some  licenses  were 
reduced  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  I  presume 
from  that  that  they  are  now  endeavouring  to  make  a 
fixed  charge  upon  each  shopkeeper,  other  than  a  butcher 
or  a  fishmonger. 

4459.  Is  it  considered  by  you  that  all  the  applicants 
are  treated  upon  the  same  footing,  or  is  there 
favouritism  or  variation  ? — I  do  not  think  there  was 
favouritism  ;  1  do  not  allege  that. 

4460.  Then  the  only  difference  in  the  amount  of  the 
licenses  is  according  to  the  difference  in  the  trade  ? — 
Men  in  the  same  trade  were  paying  very  different 
sums  a  few  years  since. 

4461.  Within  the  last  10  or  20  years  ?— Within  the 
last  10  years. 

4462.  What  would  \ye  the  reason  for  that  variation 
in  the  amount  of  the  license  to  deal  in  these  com- 
modities?— A  shopkeeper  would  have  to  treat  with 
the  trustees  to  get  his  license  under  as  favourable  con- 
ditions as  he  possibly  could.  There  was  no  fixed  rule 
10  or  20  years  ago. 

4463.  And  there  is  nothing  to  fix  it  now,  excepc  that 
it  happens  to  be  the  practice  ? — There  is  nothing  that 
fixes  it. 

4464.  Even  in  the  provision  trade  they  allow  some 
sort  of  provision  traders,  the  tripe  and  salt  meat  sellers, 
I  think  you  said,  to  deal  without  a  license  ? — I  merely 
make  that  statement  in  consequence  of  their  return,  in 
answer  to  question  17.  They  mention  no  shops,  ex- 
cept grocers,  corn  merchants  ;  and  green  grocers, 
butchers,  and  fishmongers  are  a  matter  of  courso. 

4465.  Did  you  say  that  hawkers  are  allowed  to  sell 
without  a  license  ? — They  pay  a  certain  sum,  I  believe, 
although  there  is  no  power  to  charge  theai. 

4466.  They  could  be  char^jed,  I  suppose,  under  the 
clause  on  page  6,  as  selling  other  provisions  ? — The 
trustees,  in  their  return,  say  that  they  think  it  desir- 
able that  powers  should  be  given  to  them  to  permit 
hawking  in  the  public  streets,  and  to  take  tolls  for  the 
same ;  they  have  not  at  present  this  power. 

4467.  You  have  no  experience  yourself  about  it  ? — 
No,  I  have  never  been  concerned  in  any  prosecntion 
under  the  Act. 

4468.  Has  there  been  any  trial  to  ascertain  whether 
the  horse  sales  are  within  the  meaning  of  the  sales  of 
cattle  ?— No. 

4469.  But  I  see  that  they  do  pay,  as  you  pointed 
out,  a  toll  for  selling  horses  ? — In  the  market. 

4470.  And  you  put  it  as  an  iiregularity,  or  as  a 
singularity,  that  there  are  larger  sales  of  horses 
allowed  without  a  license  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
town  ? — Yes,  if  my  reading  of  the  Act  is  correct^  that 
the  word  '<  cattle  '*  includes  horses* 

4471.  The  Acta  of  Parliament,  I  understand,  were 
to  prohibit  the  holding  of  any  other  markets,  within 
the  town  of  Taunton,  except  those  held  by  the  market 
trustees  ? — That  is  so. 

4472.  It  is  mentioned  afterwards  that  there  is  a 
certain. old  market  still  going  on,  which  descended  to 
the  trustee  who  leased  tl^  ground  to  the  market  trus- 
tees ? — Yes. 

4473.  How  was  it  that  that  old  market  was  going  on  ? 
—It  is  not  going  on.  It  was  going  on  when  they  first 
obtained  their  Act.  The  Bishop  of  Winchester,  as 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  has  the  power  of  holding 
markets. 

4474.  You  did  not  mean  that  that  cattle  market, 
which  they  hired,  was  still  used  as  a  cattle  market 
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Mr,  T.  Meyter  within  recent  times  ?  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they 
and  Mr.  J.  acquired  the  cattle  market  from  a  person  who  had  it 
by  descent,  or  devise,  or  something  of  that  sort.  Did 
you  mean  only  the  site  of  the  market  r — The  sine  of 
the  market.  Y^y  the  term  cattle  and  sheep  markets,  L 
meant  the  site  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  markets. 

4475.  You  did  not  mean  that  there  wa««  a  cattle  or 
a  sheep  market  going  on  there  ? — No. 

4476.  Do  you  say  that  they  have  no  power  to  esta- 
blish a  cattle  and  sheep  market  on  that  site,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  where  *he  other  things  are  8ol«l  ? — No, 
they  have  power  to  set  out  markets.  The  objection 
that  has  bc^n  taken  by  several  persons  is  tiat  they 
have  no  power  to  rent  the  site  of  a  market,  and  that 
they  have  only  power  under  the  A.ct  to  purchase. 

4477.  I  thought  that  they  had  power  to  est^iblish  a 
cattle  market  ? — I  do  not  at  all  myself  as  a  lawyer 
take  th<^  point.  The  words  used  in  the  Act  are 
"  set  out  and  establish  a  market." 

4478.  At  any  rate,  you  put  it  to  us  that  there  might 
be  A  dilference  of  opinion  about  what  establishing  a 
market  might  bo.  It  might  be  established,  perhaps, 
on  leasehold  land  as  well  a<?  freehold  land  ? — That 
is  so. 

4^179.  Putting  it  shortly,  you  tell  us  that  the  town 
is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  rightfully  or  not, 
partly  under  the  govomment  of  an  old  body  of  im- 
provement commissioners,  that  is  to  say,  the  market 
trustees,  and  partly  imder  the  modern  corporation  ? — 
Yes,  the  powers  are  given  to  the  trustees. 

4480.  There  are  two  local  government  bodies  iu  the 
place  ? — That  is  so ;  the  trustees  not  exercising  the 
powers  given  them  by  the  Act,  not  being  legally 
enabled  to  do  so  since  the  Sanitary  Acts  came  into 
operation. 

4481.  We  see  the  inconvenience,  no  doubt.  One 
of  those  bodies  happens  to  have  a  charitable  tiiist 
under  its  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 

4482.  Was  the  point  about  the  charity  put  before 
Mr.  Wright  when  he  gave  that  opinion  ? — Yes. 

4483.  I  presume  that  the  town  council  could  not 
administer  the  charity.  Did  he  say  that  the  town 
.council  took  the  property  as  vested  in  them,  subject  to 
carrying  out  the  charity  ? — According  to  his  opinion, 
the  charity  could  not  take  anything  until  the  whole 
of  the  sanitary  expenses  of  the  borough  had  been  first 
paid  out  of  the  tolls  and  licenses  established  by  this 
Act. 

4484.  He  considered  that  the  property  was  vested 
in  the  town  council,  subject  to  an  ultimate  trust  for  a 
charity  ? — Yes. 

4485.  He  thought  that  the  town  council  were 
cliarity  trustees,  then? — No,  he  thought  the  market 
trustees  were. 

4486  He  thought  that  the  town  council  had  pro- 
})erty,  the  balance  of  which  was  to  be  paid  to  a  charity  ? 
— He  did  not  absolutely  say  that  it  belonged  to 
them. 

4487.  T  thought  you  said  that  it  was  vested  in 
them  ;  because  that  might  account  for  the  whole  of 
the  difficulty  of  the  10  years  passing  without  anything 
being  done.  You  see  the  difficulty  that  arises  in  my 
mind,  that  a  town  council  of  the  ordinary  kind,  with 
an  estate  vested  in  them  which  is  subject  to  a  charity, 
would  be  a  very  abnormal  state  of  things.  Has  tliere 
been  any  inquiry  by  the  Endowed  Schools  Com- 
missioners, or  by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  or  by 
any  similar  body,  with  regard  to  the  educational  parts 
of  the  charity  and  the  doles,  or  apprenticeship  funds 
belonging  to  the  market  ti'ustees? — I  do  not  think 
there  are  doles.  No  scheme  has  been  proposed,  and 
no  inquiry  has  ever  been  made  upon  the  subject, 
because  I  do  not  think  it  would  arise  until  the  whole 
of  the  debt  is  paid  off. 

4488.  No  inquiry  has  been  held  on  the  subject  by 
the  Charity  Commissioners  or  by  the  Endowed 
Schools  Commibsioners  ? — No,  no  public  inquiiy. 

4489.  I  see  that  the  latest  Act  for  governing 
Taunton  contemplates  the  removal  of  this  prohibition 
of  tr^nliug  as  soon  as  the  debts  due  and  owing  of,  and 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  mortgages,  are  paid 


off? — Only  as  regards  the  delling  of  provisions,  com, 
or  grain,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  provisions. 

4490.  Is  it  known  when  the  market  debts  are  likely 
to  be  paid  off  in  the  ordinary  course  ? — No. 

4491.  Are  they  large? — They  amount  now  to 
17,500/.  Some  years  ago  it  was  calculated  that  they 
might  be  paid  off,  if  the  markets  were  managed  weU, 
in  190  years. 

4492.  If  the  property  is  supposed  to  be  vested  in 
the  town  council,  I  presume  it  is  supposed  to  be 
vested  in  them  subject  to  these  debts  of  17,600/.  ? — 
Yes. 

4493.  Have  your  town  council  considered  how  they 
would  pay  it  off?  Do  they  consider  the  190  years' 
period  a  proper  one,  or  have  they  made  any  other 
plan  ? — They  would  not  be  empowered  to  borrow  any 
money  unless  it  was  re^iayable  within  a  certain  term 
of  years. 

4494.  You  have  considered  this  point,  of  course : 
could  they  borrow  from  the  Public  Works  Loans  Com- 
missioners or  from  any  body  of  that  kind  to  extinguish 
this  debt  ? — The  Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners 
at  the  present  time  have  not  power  to  lend  money  to 
sanitary  authorities  like  a  corporation  except  for 
sanitary  purposes  at  their  reduced  rate  of  interest. 
They  can  lend  money  at  5  per  cent.,  I  believe,  to  any 
body. 

4495.  Do  you  know  that  by  the  106th  section  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1882  there  is 
power  to  the  Treasury  to  consent  to  loans  for  public 
purposes  to  municipal  authorities  ? — Y'es,  I  think  we 
could  borrow  either  as  a  municipal  corporation  with 
the  consent  of  the  Treasury,  or  as  a  sanitary  authority 
with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

4496.  And  it  would  conceivably  be  possible  that 
if  they  acquired  or  had  acquired  this  property  burdened 
with  debts,  the  debts  might  be  released,  so  that  the 
freedom  of  trade  might  be  established,  as  contemplated 
by  this  latest  Act  ? — The  fi-eedoni  of  trade  would  only 
extend  to  the  shops. 

4497.  There  would  be  a  limited  freedom  of  trade  ? 
— ^Yes.  The  corporation  have  no  wish  to  do  away 
with  tolls. 

4498.  I  did  not  mean  that';  but  the  shopkeepers 
would  be  allowed  to  sell  goods  in  Taunton  if  the  town 
council  could  devise  a  plan  for  getting  a  loan  to 
pay  off  the  debt  ? — Certainly.  I  think  tnat  would  be 
the  wish  of  the  corporation. 

4499.  And  the  object  of  the  Act  of  Victoria  would 
be  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

4600.  And  it  might  be  that  still  more  freedom 
might  be  given  ;  but  you  would  not  wish  that  freedom 
to  go  so  far  as  doing  away  with  tolls  ? — No,  if  the 
markets  were  vested  in  the  corporation  they  would 
at  once  deal  with  the  Charity  Commi&sioners  for  the 
purchase  of  their  reversion  in  the  charity. 

4501.  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Commissioners 
could  sell  a  charity,  but  they  could  make  a  scheme 
which  could  be  turned  into  an  Act  of  Parliament,  for 
separating  the  charitable  pait  of  the  endowment  from 
the  municipal  part,  ,could  they  not  ? — Yes. 

4602.  Supposing  that  the  town  council  got  the 
market,  would  you  have  more  tolls  than  would  be 
sufficient  to  keep  and  maintain  the  market  accommo- 
dation, and,  if  so,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  tolls 
remaining  so  as  td  produce  a  possible  surplus  ? — We 
should  wish  to  have  jQxed  tolls  as  they  have  in  other 
markets ;  and  we  should  hope  that  beyond  paying  the 
amount  of  the  interest,  we  should  be  able  gradually 
to  pay  off  the  whole  debt  in  a  limited  number  of 
years. 

4503.  Have  you  considered  that,  imperfecHy  as  the 
priivisions  of  the  Acts  may  be  administered,  at  any 
rate  there  is  power  of  taking  tolls  for  the  sale  of 
horses  ?  Would  you  wish  that  to  be  strictly  can-ied 
out,  or  would  you  wish  persons  to  be  allowed  to  sell 
horses  in  repositories,  and  so  on,  in  the  town,  as  they 
perhaps  do  now  ?  Is  it  your  view  that  the  mai'ket, 
if  transferred  to  the  town  #K)uncil,  or  if  it  belongs  to 
the  town  council,  should  include  all  sales  of  horses 
or  would  it  be  the  policy  that  horses,  like  other  things, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE. 


201 


shoold  be  sold  in  private  people*8  houses  and  yards  ? 
— We  should  only  wish  to  charge  tolls  for  horses  sold 
in  the  market. 

4504.  And  that  would  apply  to  all  property  sold 
in  the  town.  The  policy  would  be  that  people  mifrht 
have  free  sale  unless  they  wished  to  sell  in  the 
market  ? — Bond  fide  sales,  but  not  in  derogation  of 
the  market  rights.  For  insttiuce  one  person  may 
wish  to  sell  a  horse  to  another. 

4505.  What  would  yon  do  in  the  case  of  horse 
auctions  where  a  large  number  of  horses  are  sold  ? — 
There  are  large  auctions  held  at  present  outside  the 
market. 

4506.  Do  you  think  'that  that  ought  to  be  done  in 
the  town  council's  market,  or  that  there  ouglit  to 
be  fVeedom  to  sell  in  those  repositories  or  yards  ? — 
There  is  a  saying  "  First  catch  your  hare." 

4507.  I  thought  you  had  an  opinion,  saying  that 
you  had  cauglit  it,  and  got  it  vested  in  yon.  It  is 
what  they  call  your  own  proper  hare. 

4508.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Before  the  charter  of 
Charles  II.,  was  there  any  kind  of  market  at  all  in 
Taunton  ? — I  should  say  that  there  was  a  market 
then  which  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  It 
was  held  in  the  streets. 

4509.  Does  that  go  back  to  a  very  distant  period  ? 
— ^Yee. 

4510.  {Mr.  Elton.)  It  goes  back  almost  to  the 
eighth  century,  does  it  not? — Yes,  to  the  Saxon 
period. 

4511.  It  is  supposed,  is  it  not,  that  the  market 
rights  in  their  original  shape  went  back  to  Anglo- 
Saxon  time?,  the  charter  having  been  granted  to  a 
Bishop  of  Winchester  in  some  very  early  period  before 
the  Norman  conquest  r — Yes. 

4512.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  But  under  the  present 
Acts  the  charities  have  not  benefited  in  the  least, 
because  there  has  been  no  surplus  ? — No. 

4513.  That  becomes  a  dead  letter  then  ? — Yes,  they 
would  not  be  benefited  until  the  wholo  debt  is  paid 
off. 

4514.  And  it  does  not  seem  likely  to  be  paid  off? — 
I  am  afraid  not. 

4515.  Have  you,  as  steward  of  the  manor,  any  early 
records  as  to  the  origin  of  the  market  rights  ? — ^No,  I 
have  not,  and  I  have  no  records  as  to  fairs  either. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  them,  but  I  have  been 
unable  to  do  so. 

4516.  Were  the  rights  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester 
purchased  ? — The  rights  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester 
wore  purchased  by  the  trustees  under  the  first  Act. 

4517.  Are  you  aware  what  was  paid  for  them  ?-^ 
No.     The  market  accounts  probably  show  the  amount. 

4518.  {Mr.  Little.)  If  you  will  refer  again  to  the 
account  of  the  year  1886, 1  think  you  will  find  that 
there  was  a  balance  of  244/.  ? — ^Yes,  but  then  the 
balance  brought  forward  on  the  other  side  is  285/. 

4519.  You  mean  that  there  was  no  profit  that  year? 
— ^There  was  cone. 

4520.  But  there  was  at  that  time  a  bahince  of  244/. 
when  the  liabilities  had  been  taken  into  account,  and 
that  was  really  the  accumulated  balance  of  about  three 
years,  was  it  not  ? — Yes ;  there  is  a  nett  balance  of 
244/1  68.  6d.f  but  not  accruing  during  the  year  1886. 

4521.  It  seems  to  be  a  baltmce  which  had  accumu- 
lated during  three  yews  ? — Yes. 

4522.  There  was  a  balance  of  119/.  9«.  in  1885, 
and  by  1887  there  was  a  balance  of  244/.  6s.  6d  ? — 
Yes,  Uiose  figures  are,  no  doubt,  correct. 

4523.  In  the  last  year  there  had  been  an  extra  ex- 
penditure of  159/.  on  the  sheep  market;  was  that  what 
you  referred  to  as  having  been  ordered  by  the  town 
council  ? — Yes,  those  sums  were  spent. 

4524.  That  would  tend  to  increase  the  value  of  a 
market  that  is  hbed,  would  it  not  ? — Yes. 

4525.  It  wonld  make  the  property  more  valuable  ? 
— More  valuable  a3  a  market.  If  it  ceased  to  be  used 
as  a  market,  there  would  be  simply  the  amount  of 
bricks  and  iron-work  that  is  taken  there. 

4526.  On  the  whole^  is  it  your  opinion  that  the 
powers  of  the  trustees,  as  they  are  exercised,  are 
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restrictive  of  trade  ?— They  are,  certainly  ;  and  that 
is  the  opinion  of  the  largo  majority  of  the  ratepayers, 
and  of  the  tradesmen  particularly,  in  the  town. 

4527.  And  the  corporation  is  desirous  of  acquiring 
tlioso  rights  ? — Yes. 

4528.  Compulsorily  ? — Yes,  and  they  are  perfectly 
willino;  to  take  over  the  obligations  at  the  same  time. 

4529.  They  could  borrow  the  money  more  cheaply 
than  the  trusteei*,  could  they  not  ? — Yes. 

4530.  And  they  could  probably  manage  the  market 
more  cheaply,  inasmuch  as  they  have  a  staff  of  their 
own,  and  probably  the  corporation  could  manage  the 
market  with  a  small  increase  of  their  ordinary  staff, 
whereas  there  have  now  to  be  two  sets  of  officers  in 
the  borough  ? — I  think  they  could. 

4531.  Then  there  would  be  economy  in  two  ways, 
and  so  you  would  have  a  part  of  the  revenue  ap- 
plicable to  paying  off  the  debt  ? — Yes.  The  salaries 
are  not  at  all  excessive  that  are  paid  at  the  present 
time  by  the  trustees. 

4532.  Perhaps  not;  but  two  authorities  and  two 
sets  of  servants  cost  more  than  one  ? — Yes.  If  we 
could  borrow  the  necessary  money,  and  get  power  to 
repay  it  in  50  years,  at  3^  per  cent.,  we  should  have 
to  pay  the  sum  of  4/.  6s,  5|</.  for  every  100/. 

4533.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Taking  it  broadly, 
do  you  think  that  ^  borrowing  at  the  rate  of  interest 
which  your  corporation  could  borrow  ^at,  and  setting 
aside  what  is  not  now  set  aside,  that  is  to  say,  the 
proper  amount  for  the  repayment  of  principal  in  a 
sinking  fund,  the  revenue  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  expenses,  without  your  coming  upon  the  rates  of 
the  borough  ? — Not  quite,  unless  additional  time  were 
given  for  repayment.  At  present  the  Ti^easury  cannot, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  will  not,  sanction 
loans  repayable  for  a  longer  period  than  30  years. 
At  3^  per  cent,  it  would  take  5/.  8«.  9d.  per  100/.  to 
repay  principal  and  interest  in  tliat  time,  and  to  do 
this,  a  small  amount  would  have  to  be  raised  by  rate 
at  first  in  order  to  pay  off  the  debt  and  get  a  tuture 
benefit  to  the  town.  If,  however,  a  general  Act  or  a 
Provisional  Order  were  obtained,  50  years  would  be 
allowed,  and  in  that  case  the  tolls  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  repay  principal  and  interest  at  4/.  6s,  6\d, 
per  100/.  for  50  years,  and  also  to  improve  tha  markets. 

4534.  Then  you  would  not  gain  in  the  relief  of  the 
rates,  but  rather  the  reverse ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
you  would  gain  in  the  greater  freedom  which  you 
would  have  in  the  administration  ? — Yes,  the  freedom 
in  the  administration,  and  the  freedom  of  the  town 
from  these  charges. 

4535.  And  the  administration  wonld  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  who  would 
naturally  know  more  about  the  wants  of  the  town  than 
a  body  which  was  not  representative  ?— Yes,  and  that 
representative  body  would  endeavour  to  manage  the 
markets  in  the  most  economical  manner. 

4536.  Have  you  considered  what  legislation  would, 
according  to  your  view,  meet  the  case  of  Taunton ; 
would  it  be  sufficient  to  take  a  compulsory  power  for 
purchase  by  the  corporation,  as  the  governing  body, 
from  the  market  trustees  ? — I  think  5  we  had  com- 
pulsory powers  of  purchase,  it  would  perhaps  be 
necessary  afterwards  to  obtain  a  special  Act  limiting 
the  amount  of  tolls  to  be  paid  and  regulating  the 
markets,  unless  some  general  scheme  was  instituted  by 
this  Commission  for  the  management  of  markets  gene- 
rally throughout  the  kingdom. 

4537.  With  reference  to  the  provision  as  to  the 
apprenticing  of  the  children;  is  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalene  the  whole  borough  of  Taunton  ? — 
A  port  only  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene  is 
in  the  borough  of  Taunton.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  as  it  existed  when  the 
Act  passed.  By  recent  legislation,  as  you  are  probablv 
aware,  parishes  have  been  divided,  and  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalene  is  now  divided  into  Taunton 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  within  the  borough  and  without 
the  borough. 
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4538.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Goldsmith.)  We  under- 
stand that  you  have  resided  in  the  town  of  Taunton 
for  32  years  ?— Yes. 

4539.  From  1856  to  1884  you  were  superintendent 
of  police,  were  you  not  ? — I  was. 

4540.  And  you  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
hearing  the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  and  others 
at  Taunton  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4541.  While  there,  you  have  at  times  purchased 
your  meat  and  provisions  at  Wellington,  seven  miles 
away  from  Taunton,  for  the  sake  of  getting  it  cheaper, 
have  you  not  ? — I  have. 

4542.  Is  there  any  reason  that  you  know  of  why  it 
should  be  cheaper  at  Wellington  than  at  Taunton, 
except  the  freedom  from  the  market  tolls  ? — It  is  a 
freer  market,  and  there  are  more  butchers  residing  in 
Wellington  than  in  Taunton. 

4543.  Do  other  Taunton  people  resort  to  markets 
outside  Taunton  for  the  purposes  of  getting  their 
provisions  ? — Oh,  yes,  many. 

4544.  At  the  present  time  ? — ^At  the  present  time. 

4545.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  statement  about 
the  fines  that  have  been  inflicted  ? — The  only  reason 
why  I  give  this  is  that  complaints  have  been  so  fre- 
quent in  the  town  on  the  part  of  people  coming  into 
the  town  offering  goods  for  sale,  who  were  not 
aware  that  they  were  liable  to  any  punishment.  For 
many  years  persons  were  summoned  for  sending, 
exposing  for  sale,  or  selling  in  the  streets,  potatoes, 
fish,  meat,  and  some  for  selling  in  their  houses,  or 
offering  for  sale,  corn.  In  1857,  8  persons ;  in  1858, 
12  persons ;  in  1859,  3  persons  ;  in  I860,  3  persons ; 
in  1861,  2  persons  were  summoned,  all  of  whom 
settled  with  the  lessees,  the  tolls  being  let  by  the 
trustees.  In  1864  the  trustees  collected  the  tolls  (by 
their  servants),  and  two  farmers,  one  from  Bratton 
Clovelly,  Devon,  and  from  Glastonbury,  were  fined  51, 
each,  the  former  for  vending  to  a  licensed  com  dealer 
at  his  shop  corn  for  sale,  and  the  latter  for  offering  for 
sale  steers  in  one  of  the  streets,  both  of  whom  were 
entirely  ignorant  that  they  were  offending.  51.  was 
the  lowest  penalty  the  justices  could  then  inflict  by 
the  Market  House  Acts  (hence  the  summonses  issued 
by  the  lessees  being  settled,  and  no  doubt  they  made 
the  victims  pay).  In  1868  the  trustees  resolved  that 
the  three  butchers  who  were  licensed  to  sell  in  their 
shops,  should  also  pay  for  a  stall  in  the  market  every 
day,  whether  they  used  it  or  not.  Messrs.  Hardwell 
Brothers,  who  declined  to  use  the  market  stall  or  pay 
for  it  were,  on  20th  May  1868,  fined  5/,,  and  on 
I6th  September  1868  fined  three  fines  of  5/.,  total 
15/.,  and  on  the  16th  December  1868  fined  5/.,  and 
five  other  summonses  of  the  same  date  for  various 
days  were  dismissed.  They  were  summoned  again 
3rd  February  1869  for  six  offences  of  vending,  selling, 
and  were  fined  51.  for  each  offence  and  costs,  amounting 
to  31/.  14*.  Qd.  On  the  1st  of  November  1871  a  man 
was  fined  5/.  for  hawking  sprats  in  the  streets,  although 
the  trustees  have  no  power  given  them  to  exact  tolls 
for  street  hawking.  I  have  known  their  collectors  to 
receive,  on  demand,  money  from  persons  offering  for 
sale  vegetables  grown  in  their  own  gardens ;  and  so 
stringent  are  the  Market  House  Acts  of  Taunton  that 
a  man  cannot  sell  a  pig  he  fattens,  a  head  of  cabbage 
he  grows,  or  an  egg  his  poultry  lays  (that  he  does  not 
require  for  his  own  use)  within  the  1,000  yards  of  the 
market  house,  without  being  liable  to  be  summoned 
and  convicted. 

4546.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  else  ? — With 
regard  to  the  market  itself,  it  is  held  at  the  present 
time  in  a  public  street ;  there  is  a  public  thoroughfare 
right  through  it ;  and  there  has  been  many  complaints 
that  persons  coming  into  the  town  are  obliged  to  drive 
through  this  place  where  horses  are  being  galloped 
up  and  down  through  the  street  on  the  Castle  Green. 

4547.  Was  the  open  space  provided^as  a  street  or 
as  a  market  ? — There  was  a  public  street  originally 
through  a  portion  of  it  before  ever  it  was  a  market. 

4548.  Did  the  market  trustees  provide  an  open 
space  for  a  market,  and  has  that  space  since  that  time 


become  partly  a  public  thoroughfare? — It  was  a 
public  thoroughfare  long  previously. 

4549.  Was  there  a  thorough£ure  over  a  part  of  it 
previously  ? — ^There  is  a  thoroughfare  through  the 
centre  of  the  market ;  it  is  a  public  highway. 

4550-1.  The  trustees  provided  land  upon  each  side 
of  what  was  formerly  a  public  thorough&re  for  the 
purpose  of  a  market? — I  appreh^id  that  in  days 
gone  past  the  whole  was  a  public  space  with  a  pubfic 
highway  going  through  it,  right  or  left.  When  I  first 
went  to  Taunton  there  were  stalls  and  shows,  and 
things  of  that  sort  held  during  the  time  of  the  assizes 
upon  the  right-hand  side.  That  was  unenclosed  from 
time  immemorial,  I  suppose. 

4552.  You  are  not  speaking  of  things  which  you 
know  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  it  was  an  open  space  in  the  sheep 
market,  which  was  unenclosed  for  many  years  until 
the  last  few  years,  and  that  people  trained  horses  here. 
I  have  seen  horsebreakers  exercising  horses  there  and 
children  playing  football  and  other  games,  until  within 
the  last  few  years,  when  it  has  been  enclosed  and 
paved  by  the  market  trustees. 

4553.  The  paving  was  done,  was  it  not,  by  order  of 
the  Privy  Council,  for  sanitary  purposes  ? — The  in- 
spector of  the  Privy  Council  did  find  fault  on  two 
occasions  during  the  time  that  I  was  superintendent 
with  the  filthy  state  that  the  market  had  been  kept  in, 
and  required  them  to  cleanse  it  better. 

4554.  {Mr.  Elton,)  The  market  which  you  were 
last  speaking  about  is  the  sheep  market,  which  is 
not  held  in  the  regular  market  place  ? — It  is  now  a 
regular  market  place ;  it  has  been  enclosed  by  iron 
railings. 

4555.  Is  it  part  of  the  ground  of  which  the  trustees 
took  for  establishing  a  market  ? — Part  which  they 
hired. 

4556.  That  is  part  of  the  hired  ground  and  not  part 
of  the  parliamentary  market  pirce  which  we  have 
heard  about  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

4557.  It  is  a  supplementary  place  which  they  have 
hu^  ?— Yes. 

4558.  The  old  market  place  which  was  established 
under  these  Acts  is  properly  described,  I  think,  in  the 
Acts  as  an  open  space  surrounded  by  a  street  ? — ^It  is 
an  open  place  which  we  now  call  the  Parade. 

4559.  It  is  the  space  described  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment as  a  triangular  space  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
Fore  Street,  now  called  tlie  Parade,  formerly  called 
the  Island,  and  Comhill  ? — Quite  so. 

5560.  And  the  place  which  you  told  my  Lord  about 
is  the  sheep  market,  which  is  a  separate  place,  and 
which  is  a  supplemental  spot  hired  by  the  trustees  ? 
— The  sheep  and  cattle  market  also. 

4561.  The  cattle  market  is  enclosed  by  walls,  and 
the  sheep  market  has  some  railings  put  up  round  it, 
has  it  not  ? — ^It  has. 

4562.  Are  there  railings  all  round  it  ? — It  is  divided 
off  from  the  high  road. 

4563.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  You  mentioned  in  your 
piinted  statement  that  licensed  butchers  were  required 
to  take  a  stall  in  the  market,  but  that  on  their  refusing 
to  do  so  they  bad  been  fined  51.  by  the  magistrates  ? 
— That  was  sonie  years  ago.  The  market  trustees 
altered  the  regulation,  and  they  desired  to  compel  the 
three  butchers  that  they  had  licensed  to  pay  also  for 
a  license  for  the  use  of  a  stall  in  the  market.  The 
whole  of  the  butchers  at  that  time,  if  I  may  use  a 
common  expression,  struck  against  the  movement  of 
the  market  trustees,  and  declined  to  t2*ke  out  the 
license. 

4564.  Do  you  know  whether  that  decision  on  the 
art  of  the  magistrates  was  ever  questioned  before  a 

higher  legal  authority  ? — ^No,  it  never  was. 

4565.  Do  you  consider  that  the  present  state  of 
affairs  as  to  the  market  in  Taunton  is  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  town  ? — I  do,  undoubtedly. 

4666.  {Sir  James  Cony.)  The  restriction  with 
reference  to  the  number  of  butchers  and  traders  of  thai 
kind,  you  say,  enhances  the  price  of  the  commodities 
that  they  deal  in  ?-*-Yes. 
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4567.  And  70U  say  that  in  consequence  of  that, 
people  are  driven  to  other  markets  to  make  purchases 
ra^er  than  in  Taunton  ? — I  do  not  saj  that  people 
are  driven ;  1  saj  that  people  do  that.  Those  who 
are  in  the  hahit  of  going  on  business  to  other  towns 
buy  their  meat  there. 

4568.  Is  it  the  same  with  vegetables  ? — No,  vege- 
tables are  now  hawked  through  the  streets  of  Taunton 
on  most  days  of  the  week,  in  carts,  from  places  out- 
side the  town. 

4669,  Have  those  hawkers  any  license  to  pay? — 
They  pay  a  toll  to  the  toll  collector. 

4570.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  have  given  evidence  as 
to  a  farmer  being  fined  51.  for  selling  com  in  a  shop  ? 
— He  offered  it  to  the  shopkeeper,  a  man  who  was 
licensed  to  sell  corn  in  the  shop. 

4571.  Did  he  bring  the  com  into  the  town  before 
he  sold  it,  or  did  he  sell  it  by  sample  ? — He  sold  by 
sample. 


4572.  And  a  fine  of  51.  was  imposed  and  collected  ^'''J'*  Mejfler 
for  selling  a  sample  of  corn  ? — For  selling  a  sample  of     ^^u^'i* 
corn  not  in  the  pubUc  market.  irotdsmtth, 

4573.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Do  you  consider    28  Mar.  1888. 

the  management  of  the  market  by  the  trastees  an       

economicfd     management? — ^I    think    it    might    be 

managed  better. 

4574.  So  as  to  save  expenses  in  administration  ? — 
Yes. 

4576.  You  think  tiiat  it  would  be  managed  better 
by  the  corporation  ? — I  think  so ;  I  think  that  they 
could  manage  it  more  economically. 

4576.  The  appointment  of  the  tmstees  is  for  life, 
is  it  not  ? — I  am  not  aware. 

4577.  Do  they  hold  regular  meetings? — Monthly 
meetings.  They  meet  on  the  first  Friday  in  every 
month. 

4578.  Are  the  meetings  well  attended  ? — Grenerally. 


The  witness  vrithdrew. 
Adjourned. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


EIGHTEENTH  DAY. 


Thursday,  19fh  April  1888. 


PRESENT: 


Sir  JAMES  PORTER  CORRT,  Bart.,  M.P.,  in  the  Chair. 
E.  Childsrs,  M.P. 


The  Right  Hon.  Huoh  C, 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spencer  Oharrington,  M.P. 

Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockbrton,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Zachart  Mellor  examined. 


4579.  {Chairman.)  You  are  town  clerk  of  Roch- 
dale ? — I  am. 

4680.  How  long  have  you  hdd  that  office  ? — Erer 
since  the  town  was  incorporated  in  1856. 

4581.  We  understand  that  the  late  Lord  Byron 
(the  poet)  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rochdale? — 
Tes,  and  his  predecessor. 

4582.  And  they  had  the  right  to  hold  a  market  in 
the  town  of  Rochdale  ? — ^Yes. 

4583.  Is  it  the  fact  that  in  1822  certain  persons 
ohtained  an  Act  giving  them  the  rio^ht  to  provide  an 
additional  market? — ^Yes,  and  the  old  market  place 
was  acquired  by  the  proprietors  of  the  new  market, 
who  purchased  Lord  Byron's  manoriid  rights. 

4584.  Is  the  market  still  in  existence  that  was  created 
at  that  time  ? — It  is  in  existence ;  under  the  Act  of  1822 
which  recites  that  '*  Whereas  the  town  or  parish  of 
*'  Rochdale,  in  the  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster,  hath 
*'  of  late  years  greatly  increased  in  population  and 
^'  buildings,  and  the  present  market  place  **  (that  was 
the  manorial  market  place  then,  there  had  been  no 
other  market  before  except  the  manorial  one),  ^^  which 
'^  is  held  in  a  certain  place  in  the  said  town  called 
*'  the  market  place,  has  becomes  so  inadequate  that 
^'  the  passages  along  the  pnbGc  streets  within  the 
**  said  town  are  greatly  obstructed  and  rendered 
"  dangerous  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town, 
**'  and  also  to  travellers,  by  reason  of  the  number  of 
'*  stalls  and  standings  placed  therein ;  and  whereas 
^'  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  inhabi- 
'*  tants  of  the  said  town,  and  to  persons  frequenting 


"  the  said  town  on  market  and  other  days,  and  would  Mr.  Z.  Mellor. 

"  tend  to  remove  nuisances  and  obstructions,  if  a  new  — . 

"  or  additional  market  place  was  provided  and  esta-    l»  April  1888. 

"  blished  in  that  part  of  the  said  town  of  Rochdale       

'^  as  is  situate  in  the  townships  of  Hundersfield  and 
^'  Spotland,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  said  parish  of 
**  Rochdale,  and  lies  between  certain  streets  in  Roch- 
^*  dale  aforesaid  called  the  Yorkshire  Street,  Toad 
•^  Lane,  Blackwater,  and  Cheetham  Street,  with  pro- 
'^  per  ways,  avenues,  or  approaches  thereto  and  under 
^  proper  r^ulations.''  Then  it  goes  on  to  enact  that 
certain  genuemen  mentioned  are  empowered  to  pur- 
chase lands  and  buildinfi^s  therein  mentioned,  and  to 
make  an  additional  market  place. 

4585.  That  was  the  Act  under  which  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  new  market  obtained  the  manorial  rights 
from  Lord  Byron  ? — Yes. 

4586.  Did  that  Act  of  1822  give  power  to  levy  tolls 
in  the  market  ? — Yes ;  the  second  schedule  to  the 
Act  contains  the  tolls. 

4587.  Are  those  the  tolls  that  are  now  levied  ? — 
Those  are  the  tolls  that  are  now  levied  by  the  market 
company  in  that  additional  market  place. 

4588.  Have  you  any  market  in  Rochdale  other 
than  that  market  established  under  that  Act  ? — No, 
not  any  other  ordinary  market ;  we  have  a  cattle 
market. 

4589.  Is  that  under  the  corporation  ? — Yes.  I 
may  mention  that  in  1853  an  Improvement  Act  was 
obtained  for  the  borough  of  Rochdale  (there  had  been 
Improvement  Acts  before^  but  that  Act  of  1853  re- 

Cc  2 
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Mr.  Z,  Melior.  gcinded   the  former  Acts),  and  that  Act  provided 
19  AdhI  1888    **  'That  this  Act  shall  for  all  purposes  not  by  this 

*  '*  Act  otherwise  expressly  provided   for  be   put  in 

"  force  within  the  following  limits  (to  wit) :  all  places 
"  within  a  circle  of  a  radius  of  three-quarters  of  a 
^'  mile,  measured  from  a  central  point,  very  near  to 
'*  the  south-east  comer  of  an  archway  or  road  leading 
"  from  the  old  market  place  to  the  *  Roebuck  Inn  *  in 
"  Rochdale,  being  on  the  boundary  line  which  sepa- 
**  rates  certain  buildings  situate  on  the  westerly  side 
"  of  that  old  market  place,  respectively  belonging  to 
**  John  Fenton  and  James  Fen  ton  and  James  Leach 
**  respectively,  and  being  distant  60  yards  and  2  feet 
**  in  n  direct  line  from  the  centre  of  the  westerly  pier 
"*  of  the  Rochdale  old  bridge,  and  61  yards  and  2  feet 
'Mn  a  direct  line  from  the  centre  of  the  easterly 
"  centre  pier  of  that  bridge,  and  which  limits  are  in 
**  this  Act  called  *  the  town.' "  So  that  Act  defined 
the  town.  This  map  {producing  a  map)  shows  the 
town  of  Rochdale  with  that  radius  of  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  measured  from  the  centre  where  the  old 
market  was.  I  think  originally  there  was  a  cross 
stood  there  with  a  seat  round  for  people  who  came 
from  the  country  places  with  their  butter,  which  they 
sold  there  up  to  1822,  when  the  market  company  was 
formed.  This  old  plan  (producing  it)  shows  where 
the  old  market  was,  and  also  shows  the  additional 
market  that  this  company  obtained. 

4590.  Do  I  rightly  understand  that  this  new  market, 
power  to  establish  which  was  obtained  under  this 
Act  of  1822,  supplies  the  place  of  the  old  market  ? 
— Yes,  it  is  in  addition  to  the  old  market  place. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  proprietors  of  the 
Rochdale  Market  except  in  respect  to  one  thing  to 
which  I  shall  have  to  call  your  attention  by-and-bye, 
which  has  created  a  certain  amount  of  ill-feeling  in 
the  town.  As  to  the  management  of  their  markets 
and  the  levying  of  their  tolls,  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
complaints.  They  have  bought  this  property,  and  it 
is  a  good  market.     A  large  portion  of  it  is  covered. 

4591.  The  Commissioners  understand  from  you 
that,  so  far  as  you  know,  no  complaint  has  been  made 
with  reference  either  to  the  management  of  the 
market  or  the  tolls  collected  ? — No,  I  have  nothing  to 
Bay  about  that.  I  have  here  an  abstract  of  the  con- 
veyance of  the  market  and  the  site  thereof  from  Lord 
Byron  to  the  proprietors  of  the  new  market,  a  deed 
poll  dated  October  1822,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of 
ix)rd  Byron.  "Whereby,  in  consideration  of  500/. 
"  paid  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Rochdale  New 
*<  Market,  be  did  grant  and  convey  to  the  trustees  of 
"  the  said  proprietors,  under  the  Act  of  1822,  all  that 
<*  the  present  market  of  the  town  of  Rochdale  afore- 
^*  said,  and  also  the  site  of  the  said  market,  situated 
**  and  being  at  or  in  a  certain  place  in  the  said  town 
^'  called  the  market  place,  which  site  contains  48 
"  superficial  square  yards  or  thereabouts.  And  all  and 
"  every  the  tolls,  standings,  stallage,  rents,  duties,  pro- 
"  fits,  rights,  privileges,  and  all  other  the  appurtenances 
**  of  or  in  anywise  belonging  to  the  said  market, 
"  whether  payable  or  arising  at  the  said  market  place 
**  or  elsewhere  in  the  said  to^vn.  >nd  also  Ihe  bell 
^*  used  by  the  crier  or  bellman  of  the  said  town,  and 
"  the  profits  thereof,  and  the  right  of  nominating  and 
"  appointing  the  crier  and  bellman  (except  and 
**  always  reserved  the  right  belonging  to  the  said  lord 
"  to  hold  fairs  in  the  said  town,  and  all  the  rents, 
<<  tolls,  duties,  and  profits  arising  from  any  such  fairs, 
"  and  all  other  the  rights  and  privileges  belonging 
"  thereto,  and  intended  to  be  excepted  out  of  that 
*•  conveyance).  To  hold  to  the  said  trustees,  and  the 
**  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  proprietors 
"  for  ever."  Having  got  their  Act  they  got  by  that 
deed  poll  the  manorial  rights  of  Lord  Byron,  and  all 
the  tolls  whatever  they  were.  There  has  never  been 
any  complaint  as  to  the  tolls  that  they  charged, 
whether  they  are  exceeding  the  old  customary  tolls  I 
do  not  know.  The  tolls  in  the  second  schedule  to  the 
Act  of  1822  only  apply  to  the  additional  market. 

4592.  Is  there  any  diiferenee  between  the  tolb 
which  were  charged  in  the  old  market  and  those 


which  are  charged  in  the  new  market  ? — I  cannot  tell 
you  what  the  tolls  were  in  the  old  market. 

4593.  Is  it  the  case  that  in  1872  the  Rochdale 
Corporation  obtained  an  Extension  and  Improvement 
Act  which  contained  clauses  enabling  them  to  pur- 
chase  this  new  market  ? — Yes,  it  was  thought  that  it 
would  be  perhaps  advisable,  to  save  the  expense  of 
going  to  Parliament  again  to  obtain  an  Act,  that  the 
corporation  should,  whilst  they  were  obtaining  an 
extension  of  the  borough,  take  power  to  purchase  the 
new  market  by  agreement.  By  that  Act  the  cor- 
poration extended  their  boundary  to  the  municipal 
boundary,  so  that  now  the  municipal  borough  and  the 
town  are  co-extensive. 

4594.  The  corporation  under  that  Act  obtained 
power  to  buy  the  new  market  ? — Yes,  by  agreement. 
In  Part  IX.  of  the  Act  of  1872,  which  relates  to 
markets,  clauses  were  put  in  to  enable  the  corporation 
to  obtain  by  agreement  with  the  market  company  all 
their  rights  and  privileges  relating  to  the  marketji. 

4595.  But  they  had  no  compulsory  power  to  purchase 
the  markets? — No.  The  82nd  section  of  that  Act 
of  1872  provides  that  •*  the  corporation  may  by  agree- 
**  ment,  but  not  otherwise,  purchase,  and  the  trustees 
*^  of  the  Rochdale  New  Market  Place  under  the 
'*  Market  Act  of  1822,  with  the  consent  of  three  fourths 
''  both  in  number  and  value  of  the  proprietors  assem- 
**  bled  at  a  special  meeting  convened  by  the  trustees 
**  for  the  purpose,  may  sell  to  the  corporation  the 
*'  market  and  undertaking  of  the  said  proprietors 
''  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  agreed 
'^  upon  between  the  corporation  and  the  said  pro- 
'^  prietore.  Upon  the  completion  of  such  sale  the 
**  market  and  undertaking  of  the  said  proprietors  and 
**  all  the  incidents  and  adjuncts  of  the  said  under- 
**  taking  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
'^  and  to  the  obligations,  debts,  and  liabilities  of  the 
'*  undertaking,  be  absolutely  vested  in  and  may  be 
**  used,  exercised,  and  enjoyed  by  the  corporation.'* 

4596.  The  corporation  have  not  purchased  the 
market  under  the  power  so  given  them  ? — ^No,  they 
have  not  exercised  the  power.  By  the  99th  section 
of  the  same  Act  we  got  compulsory  power  to  purchase 
from  the  new  market  proprietors  the  old  market  and 
the  site  thereof,  because  of  the  inconveniences  that 
had  been  experienced  by  cheap  jacks  selling  rhings  at 
standings  in  the  old  market  place,  thereby  obstructing 
the  free  passage  of  the  streets.  Cheap  jacks  and 
mock  auctioneers  made  amnsin^  and  pithy  remarks  in 
putting  things  up  for  sale,  people  stopped  to  listen  to 
them,  and  so  obstruction  was  caused  in  the  streets. 
That  is  an  inconvenience  and  a  nuisance  which  we 
have  not  been  able  to  get  rid  of. 

4597.  Have  you  taker  any  steps  to  acquire  that  old 
market  ? — We  have  not  required  the  market  pix>- 
prietors  to  sell  it.  We  asked  what  price  they  would 
take  for  it,  and  they  put  so  large  a  price  on  it  that 
the  negotiation  went  off. 

4598.  What  price  did  they  ask  i— l,5iX)/. 

4599.  We  understand  you  to  say  that  this  old 
market  place  used  as  it  is  by  the  present  market  cor- 
poration is  a  nuisance? — It  is.  I  will  read  section 
99 :  **  The  corporation  may  purchase  and  the  trustees 
**  and  proprietors  of  the  Rochdale  New  Market  Place 
"  under  the  Act  of  1822,  if  required  by  the  corpora- 
**  tion  so  to  do  (it  does  not  say  when),  shall  sell  the 
'<  old  market  and  the  site  thereof — that  is  the  old 
^'  manorial  market — situate  in  the  street  in  the  borough 
'*  now  or  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  old  market 
'^  place,  and  containing  48  superficial  square  yards 
**  of  land  or  thereabouts."  (We  have  widened  the 
street  a  little  by  purchasing,  but  it  is  like  an  un- 
divided area,  and  nobody  knows  where  the  48  yards 
begins  or  ends.)  Then  the  clause  goes  on,  *'and 
^<  all  and  every  the  tolls,  standings,  stallage  rents, 
'<  duties,  profits,  rights,  privileges,  and  all  other 
"  *;he  appurtenances  of  or  in  anywise  belonging 
"  thereto,"  (that  is,  to  the  old  market)  '*  and  payable 
''  or  arising  at  the  said  old  maiket  place  only  (saving 
<*  and  reserving  unto  the  said  trustees  and  proprietors 
**  and  their  successors  all  tolls,  stallage  rents,  duties, 
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**  n'ghts,  profit?,  and  privileges  belonging  to  the  said 
•*  market  payable  or  arisixig  in  the  borough  elsewhere 
**  than  in  the  said  old  market  place,  and  the  bell  and 
•*  nomination  of  crier  or  bellman,  all  which  were 
**  purchased  in  1822  by  the  then  trustees  and  the  pro- 
**  prietors  from  the  lord  of  the  manor."  Then  the 
corporation  are  to  purchase  it  *<  for  such  sum  as  may 
'*  be  agreed  upon  between  the  corporation  and  the 
^'  trustees  and  proprietors  aforesaid,  or  as  failing  such 
"  agreement  may  be  determined  by  arbitration  in 
**  manner  provided  by  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolida- 
**  tion  Act,  184o,  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of 
*^  questions  of  disputed  ^compensation,  and  for  the 
"  •  purpose  of  such  arbitration  award  the  word 
"  ***  lands  "in  the  said  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  in- 
•*  •  elude  any  such  tolls,  stallage,  rents,  duties,  profits, 
"  *  rights,  and  privilei^es  as  aforesaid,'  and  from  and 
**  after  the  completion  of  such  purchase  the  right  of  any 
**  person  to  use  the  old  market  place  aforesaid,  or  any 
**  part  thereof  as  a  market  or  as  a  place  for  the  sale 
**  or  exposure  for  sale  of  animals,  goods,  articles, 
**  and  things,  is  by  this  Act  extinguished.  And  also 
"  from  and  after  the  completion  of  such  last-men* 
"  tioned  purchase,  the  hereby-reserved  tolls,  stallage 
*^  rents,  duties,  profits,  rights,  and  privileges  shall  be 
**  severed  from  the  said  old  market  place,  and  remain 
**  the  property  of  the  said  trustees  and  proprietors  in 
*^  like  manner  as  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  but 
**  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  power  of  pur« 
^'  chase  and  sale  as  is  contained  in  this  Act  regarding 
<<  the  Rochdale  New  Market  and  undertaking."  That 
enables  the  corporation  to  require  the  market  pro- 
prietors to  sell  it,  and  if  they  could  not  agree  upon 
the  price  it  is  to  be  determined  under  the  Lands 
Clauses  Consolidation'  Act. 

4600.  As  I  understand,  the  corporation  asked  the 
proprietors  what  they  would  take  for  that  old  market, 
bat  they  would  not  agree  to  give  the  price  that  was 
asked?— They  wanted  1,600/.  for  it.  That  was  in 
1886. 

4601.  Since  that  time  nothing  has  been  done  ?— 
Nothing  has  been  done ;  the  corporation  thought  the 
price  an  exorbitant  price,  and,  therefore,  they  did  not 
proceed  further. 

4602.  Notwithstanding  all  the  nuisance  it  creates 
in  the  town? — Notwithstanding  all  the  nuisance  it 
creates  in  the  town.  You  know  what  corporations 
are. 

4603.  Will  you  tell  us  how  matters  stand  with  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  the  market  proprietors  to  prevent 
people  hawking  marketable  commodities  in  the  town  ? 
•—Section  42  of  the  Act  of  1822  says  this  ;  "  And 
**  be  it  further  enacted  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
**  for  any  person  or  persons  to  kill,  slaughter,  or 
"  dress,  or  cause  to  be  killed,  slaughtered,  or  dressed, 
"  any  beast,  swine,  calf,  sheep,  or  other  cattle,  in  any 
**  shop,  standing,  or  other  place  in  the  said  new  mur- 
•^  ket,  except  in  such  buildings  or  places  as  may  be 
**  erected  and  set  apart  for  that  purpose;  nor  shall 
'•  any  person  or  persons  from  and  after  the  space  of 
**  18  calendar  months  from  the  passing  of  this  Act 
"  put,  place,  or  set  up,  or  cause  to  be  put,  placed,  or 
"  set  up,  any  shop,  stall,  show,  or  standing,  or  any 
**  basket,  stool,  table,  or  boai'd,  for  the  purpose  of 
'*  showing,  or  selling,  or  exposing  to  sale,  any  com, 
*'  grain,  butchers'  meat,  fish,  poultry,  butter,  eggs, 
**  cheese,  vegetables,  fruit,  or  other  marketable  com- 
"  modi  ties,  matters,  or  things,  on  any  of  the  public 
"  footpaths  or  highways  in  the  said  town  of  Rochdale 
^*  other  than  within  the  limits  of  the  said  old  market 
'*  place  and  the  said  new  market  place;  nor  shall 
"  any  person  or  persons  thereafter,  on  any  market 
*'  (lay  or  days,  or  any  other  day,  sell  or  expose  to  sale 
•'  within  the  said  town  of  Rochdale,  except  in  the 
*'  said  old  market  place  or  the  said  new  market  place, 
"  any  meat,  butter,  poultry,  eggjs,  garden  stuff,  pota- 
"  toes,  roots,  or  vegetables,  or  any  fish  at  any  time 
"  within  the  said  town  except  as  herein-after  men- 
"  tioned ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  oflfend  in 
"  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons 
^*  so  ofiending   shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 


'*  offence  on  conviction  before  one  or  more  justices 
*'  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  any  sum  not  ex- 
**  ceeding  6/.,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  as  herein- 
**  after  directed  :  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing 
**  herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to 
"  extend  to  prevent  or  hinder  any  person  from 
"  selling  or  exposing  to  sale  any  marketable  com- 
**  modities,  matters,  or  things  whatsoever  in  his  or 
**  her  own  private  dwelling-house,  or  in  his  or  her 
**  own  shop  in  any  part  of  the  said  town  of  Rochdale." 
Up  to  a  certain  time  the  market  proprietors  granted 
permits  or  licenses  to  costermongers  with  donkey 
cart«,  barrows,  or  with  baskets,  who  went  up  and 
down  the  town  selling  vegetables.  They  did  that 
for  some  years,  but  some  time  ago  they  discontinued 
doing  so.  They  made  certain  charges  for  those  per- 
mits, which  brought  certain  grist  to  the  market 
revenues.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  Act  of 
1822  which  gives  them  power  to  grant  permits  or 
licenses.  The  Act  expressly  says  nobody  shall  within 
the  town  sell  any  of  those  articles  except  in  the  market 
place.  It  does  not  prevent  people  from  selling  mar- 
ketable commodities  in  shops.  The  market  proprietors 
found  that  they  had  not  the  power  to  grant  permits, 
and  they  discontinued  the  practice  of  granting  them  ; 
and  persons  then  began  to  hawk  without  permits,  and 
then  the  market  proprietors  summoned  those  persons. 
Then  the  question  arose  in  the  case  of  one  of  those 
persons  summoned  for  hawking  whether  the  place 
where  he  was  selling  his  articles,  which  was  a  place 
called  Hyde  Park,  was  in  the  **  town  "  or  not,  and  it 
was  decided  by  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  that  the 
"  town  "  comprised  the  whole  borough  as  extended  in 
1872. 

'1604.  That  decision  prevents  hawking,  and  takes 
away  the  facility  which  persons  residing  in  the 
country  parts  of  Rochdale  had  of  obtaining  their  goods 
from  hawkers  without  having  to  go  to  the  market? — 
Yes.  Nobody  complained  about  this  power  being 
exercised  by  the  market  proprietors;  nobody  said 
anything  against  it ;  but  they  found  they  had  no  such 
right  to  grant  permits,  and  when  the  people  to  whom 
they  granted  the  permits  before  went  about  the  town 
hawkiug  goods,  the  market  company  summoned  those 
people  under  this  section  42  for  selling  vegetables  in 
the  town ;  but  the  magistrates,  when  such  cases  came 
before  them,  inflicted  only  fines  of  nominal  amount. 
It  was  an  infraction  of  the  law,  and  they  had  to  im- 
pose fines,  but  the  fines  they  infiicted  were  merely 
nominal,  and  they  did  not  saddle  the  parties  summoned 
with  costs.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  against 
the  market  company,  or  anybody  else,  but  the  very 
fact  that  the  magistrates  inflicted  only  these  nominal 
fines  showed  that  they  did  not  approve  of  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  by  the  market  company.  If  the 
magistrates  had  inflicted  a  heavy  penalty  it  would 
have  stopped  the  whole  thing.  The  hawking  goes 
on  now  without  anybody  attempting  to  stop  it,  but 
the  hawkers  are  liable  to  be  summoned  at  any  time. 

4606.  With  regard  to  fairs,  had  the  lord  of  the 
manor  the  right  to  hold  fairs  as  well  as  a  market  ?— 
Yes ;  under  the  100th  section  of  the  Rochdale  Act, 
1872,  those  ricrhts  to  hold  fairs  which  had  been  pos- 
sessed by  the  lord  of  the  manor  were  purchased  by 
the  corporation.  Till  1872  there  were  fairs  held  in 
the  streets — a  horse  fair  at  a  certain  period  of  the 
year,  and  a  cattle  fair  nearly  every  fortnight — and 
we  purchased  the  right  to  hold  fairs  from  the  lord 
of  the  manor.  The  100th  section  provides:  *<The 
**  corporation  shall  within  six  months  after  the 
"  passing  of  this  Act  pay  to  the  lord  of  the  manor 
"  of  Rochdale  the  sum  of  350/.,  and  thereupon  dl 
"  his  franchises,  liberty,  or  right  to  hold  any  fair 
**  or  fairs,  market  or  markets,  within  such  part  of 
**  the  manor  of  Rochdale  as  is  within  the  borough, 
"  and  the  rents,  tolls,  duties,  and  profits  arising  there-^ 
"  from,  and  all  his  property,  rights,  powers,  and 
"  privilejrcs  of,  and  in,  and  appertaining  or  belonging 
**  to  such  fair  or  fairs,  market  or  markets,  shall  vest 
**  in  the  corporation."  When  the  lord  of  the  manor 
conveyed  his  rights  to  the  market  company  he  re- 
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Mr,Z,MeUor.  served  his  right  to  hold  fairs,  but  we  bought  that 
right,  and  after  we  had  bought  it  we  provided  a  vacant 

19  ApriJ  1888.  plot  of  ground  for  fairs  and  for  a  cattle  market.  So 
"~""—  there  has  been  no  difficulty  except  on  this  point  of 
people  hawking.  As  I  have  said,  when  those  people 
were  summoned  before  the  magistrates  for  infringing 
section  42,  the  question  arose  what  was  the  *'  town." 
There  is  no  definition  of  it  in  the  Act  of  1822,  it  only 
says,  "  Whereas  the  town  of  Rochdale."  The  magis- 
trates refused  to  convict  in  the  case  of  a  summons 
where  a  man  had  hawked  his  goods  beyond  where  the 
houses  were  continuous,  they  held  that  that  was  not 
within  the  "  town,"  and  then  the  question  went  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench. 

4606.  How  many  market  days  are  there  in  the 
week  ? — Mondays  and  Saturdays. 

4607.  (Jl/r.  Elton.)  You  say  in  a  case  where  a  man 
was  hawking  goods  beyond  where  the  houses  were 
continuous  the  question  arose  whether  that  was  the 
"town"?— Yes. 

4608.  Does  not  the  first  line  of  the  Act  of  1822 
"  Whereas  the  town  or  parish  of  Kochdale,"  show 
what  was  meant  by  "  town  "  ? — ^The  parish  of  Roch- 
dale is  nine  miles  long ;  it  never  could  mean  that  the 
prohibition  in  section  42  was  to  extend  to  where  the 
grouse  are  flying. 

4609.  The  town  of  Sheffield  takes  a  great  deal  of 
country  where  grouse  are  flying,  does  it  not  ? — Yes ; 
we  are  surrounded  by  grouse  hills. 

4610.  There  are  plenty  of  grouse  moors  near  the 
town  of  Sheffield  that  pay  borough  rates,  are  there 
not  ? — I  do  not  know. 

4611.  It  is  a  common  thing  in  your  part  of  England 
to  use  the  word  "  town  "  as  meaning  a  parish  or  a 
large  township,  is  it  not  ? — I  do  not  know.  When 
people  are  living  in  a  part  of  the  parish  a  good  dis- 
tance from  the  centre  of  the  town  they  say  '*  I  am 
going  to  town." 

4612.  The  42nd  section,  which  I  have  read  as  care- 
fully as  I  could,  seems  to  be  a  prohibition  of  hawking 
in  the  streets  ?— Yes. 

4613.  It  is  intended  apparently  as  a  prohibition  of 
the  sale  of  marketable  commodities,  except  in  the 
market  or  in  shops  ? — Yes. 

4614.  Looking  to  the  fact  that  obstructions  to  the 
traffic  had  been  caused  by  people  selling  things  in  the 
streets,  it  would  be  a  natural  and  usual  provision 
when  a  market  was  being  established  that  people 
should  buy  their  meat  and  vegetables,  and  so  on,  either 
at  the  market  or  at  shops.  That  section  42  appears 
to  be  a  provision  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  the  roads 
and  streets  caused  by  persons  selling  things  in  the 
streets.  It  says  no  one  shall  sell  marketable  com- 
modities except  in  a  shop  or  the  market  ? — Yes. 

4615.  That  section  having  been  passed  with  the 
view  of  keeping  the  streets  clear  of  this  inconvenient 
traffic,  do  you  think  that  that  policy  should  be  reversed, 
and  that  that  selling  in  the  streets  by  hawkers  should 
be  allowed  to  go  on  unrestrained  ? — I  do  not  say  it 
should,  nor  do  1  say  it  should  not.  The  old  market 
having  become  inconvenient  and  an  obstruction,  Par- 
liament gave  the  market  proprietors  power  to  establish 
Anew  and  additioral  market;  and  the  market  pro- 
prietors having  got  the  monopoly  or  vested  interest  in 
that  market,  section  42  was  inserted  providing  that 
no  one  could  sell  goods  except  in  the  market  or  in 
shops,  whether  it  was  to  draw  people  to  the  market 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  revenue  to  the  market 
I  do  not  know ;  but  no  one  could  seU  articles  within 
the  town  except  in  that  old  or  new  market  place. 

4616.  In  fact  it  was  thought  better  to  have  market 
places  than  to  allow  people  to  sell  those  commodities 
in  the  streets  ;  that  was  the  policy  of  the  Act  ? — Yes. 

4617.  Are  you  opposed  to  that  policy  ? — No. 

4618.  Is  it  that  you  do  not  like  the  present  market 
authority  in  the  town.  You  ^aid  something  about 
monopoly  and  vested  interests ;  do  you  object  to  these 
maiket  authoriries  with  monopolies  and  vested  rights 
or  do  you  object  to  this  particular  one  ? — That  is  a 
very  difficult  question  to  answer.  In  Manchester  you 
will  see  stalls  standing  in  the  market  in  the  street. 


which  I  venture  to  say  the  Corporation  of  Manchester 
would  not  allow  for  a  second  if  the  niarket  were  in  the 
hands  of  private  parties ;  but  the  Corporation  of  Man- 
chester bought  the  market  rights  and  it  brings  them 
in  hundreds  a  year. 

4619.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  governing  body  of 
a  town  being  always  the  market  authority  ;  or  do  you 
think  it  is  better  that  the  markets  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  private  individuals  ? — I  think  it  is  better  that 
the  markets  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation. 
That  entirely  depends  on  what  the  market  company 
want  for  them. 

4620.  You  have  the  power  to  buy  the  old  market 
and  to  have  the  price  settled  by  arbitration  ? — ^Yes. 

4621.  That  power  is  confined  to  the  old  market? — 
That  is  so. 

4622.  You  have  not  power  really  to  buy  up  the 
existing  market  at  present? — ^Not  the  new  market, 
except  by  agreement,  we  could  do  away  with  this 
nuisance  by  bujdng  the  old  market ;  we  have  com- 
pulsoiy  power  to  buy  the  old  market  place. 

4623.  I  take  it  that  the  power  you  are  given  to  buy " 
up  the  old  market  place  is  with  the  view  of  improving 
a  particular  bit  of  the  market  place  which  is  congested 
and  inconvenient  ? — ^Yes,  and  if  we  buy  it  you  will  see 
that  the  Act  provides  that  there  shall  be  no  market 
there  at  all.  The  99th  section  says  '^  from  and  after 
'^  the  completion  of  such  purchase  the  right  of  any 
'^  person  to  use  the  old  market  place  aforesaid,  or  any 
'*  part  thereof  as  a  market  or  as  a  place  for  the  sale 
'^  or  exposure  for  sale  of  animals,  goods,  or  articles 
*'  and  things  is  by  this  Act  extingui^ed." 

4624.  First  of  all  there  was  the  little  old  market 
place  in  a  very  inconvenient  place  ? — ^Yes. 

4625.  Then  it  is  extended  by  a  new  or  additional 
market  place  ? — Yes. 

4626.  The  inconvenience  still  goes  on,  then  you  are 
given  the  power,  as  a  matter  of  street  arrangement,  to 
reduce  the  market  accommodation  to  the  extent 
covered  by  the  old  market  ? — Yes. 

4627.  And  you  might  avail  yourself  of  that  power 
if  you  like  and  buy  up  the  old  market  ? — ^Yes ;  but  at 
the  price  they  want. 

4628.  Still  you  can  take  away  that  old  market  and 
remove  the  inconvenience  by  compulsory  purchase  at 
a  price  to  be  fixed  by  arbitration  ? — ^Yes.  The 
market  people  themselves  might  avoid  the  obstruction 
by  not  idlowing  those  standings  in  the  old  market,  the 
other  market  is  only  15  or  20  yards  away ;  but  they 
have  a  vested  interest  in  the  old  market,  and  if  they 
are  to  be  bought  out  I  suppose  they  have  a  right  to 
ask  what  they  like. 

4629.  {Mr,  Charring^an.)  Do  your  powers  with 
regard  to  sewering,  cleansing,  and  so  on  exiend  to  the 
whole  of  the  parish  of  Ro^dale  ? — No,  only  to  the 
municipal  borough ;  the  parish  is  four  or  five  times 
the  size  of  our  borough,  it  is  nine  miles  long  by  four 
broad  between  some  points. 

4630.  You  would  define  the  "  town  "  of  Rochdalo 
as  the  municipal  borough  ? — A  question  arose  as  to 
what  the  "  town  "  was,  and  the  magistrates  refusec'  to 
convict  in  the  case  of  a  person  selling  goods  in  a  place 
which  the  magistrates  did  not  consider  was  really  in 
the  town,  that  person  might  still  have  been  in  the  parish 
if  be  had  gone  on  for  miles.  The  magistrates  held  it 
was  not  in  the  "  town,"  and  the  case  went  to  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench.  That  case  (Killmister  v,  Fitton)  is 
reported  in  Volume  53  of  the  Law  Times  Reports,  new 
series,  page  959.  "  The  town  "  had  been  defined  in 
1853  as  being  a  circle  with  a  radius  of  three-quarters 
of  a  mile ;  then  it  was  extended  to  the  municipal 
boundary,  and  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  it ; 
and  by  the  8th  section  of  the  Act  of  1872  it  was 
provided  that  **  from  and  aftei*  the  passing  of  this  Act 
^*  the  borough  shall  be  and  consist  of  the  district  com- 
<<  prised  within  the  boundaries  of  the  parliamentary 
"  borough  of  Rochdale  as  defined  in  the  Boundary 
"  Act,  1868,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  of  the 
"  Municipal  Corporation  Acts,  of  the  Act  of  1853,  as 
"  amended  by  the  Provisional  Order  of  1869,  of  the 
"  Royal  Charter,  of  the  Water  Act  of  1847,  and  the 
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«  Water  Act  of  1866,  of  the  Provisional  Order  of 
«  1869,  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870, 
<*  and  of  all  other  Acts  at  present  applying  to  and  in 
"  force  in  and  in  relation  to  the  existing  town  and 
**  borough  shall  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable 
**  apply  to  ami  be  in  force  in  and  in  relation  to  the 
"  borough."  The  court  held  that  those  words  "all 
"  other  Acts  at  present  applying  to  and  in  force  in 
"  and  in  relation  to  the  existing  town  and  borough  " 
included  the  Market  Act  of  1 822,  and  that,  therefore, 
that  Act  of  1822  would  apply  to  and  be  in  force 
within  the  new  boundaries  described  in  that  section  8 
of  the  Act  of  1872. 

4631.  {Mr.  Maclean,)  You  represent  here  to-day 
the  Corporation  of  Rochdale  ? — Yes. 

4632.  You  are  the  town  clerk  ? — Yes. 

4633.  There  is  some  friction,  is  not  there,  between 
the  corporation  and  the  proprietors  of  the  market  ? — 
There  has  never  been  any  friction  between  them. 

4634.  The  corporation  has  a  statutory  power  to 
purchase  from  the  proprietors  of  the  market  r — ^Yes. 

4635.  Have  they  given  notice  to  purchase? — No, 
they  have  not. 

4636.  Have  not  you  asked  them  to  fix  the  price  ? — 
Yes. 

4637.  Have  they  done  so? — ^They  have  asked 
1,500/.,  that  is  for  the  old  market.  There  has  been 
no  friction;  my  corporation  wanted  to  know  their 
price,  and  they  a^ked  1 ,500/.,  and  the  thing  collapsed. 

4638.  Has  not  your  town  council  spoken  in  rather 
strong  terms  at  their  meetings  about  the  action  of  the 
market  proprietors  ? — Yes,  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion have. 

4639.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  feeling  between 
the  town  council  and  the  proprieters  of  this  market  ? — 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  council  have  expressed 
themselves  in  terms  of  disapproval  of  their  course  of 
proceeding  with  reference  to  tliis  hawking.  The 
magistrates  will  fine  them  only  nominal  fines. 

4640.  Whatever  friction  there  has  been  has  been 
on  account  of  the  action  of  the  magistrates  towards 
the  hawkers  ? — No,  the  whole  of  it  has  arisen  through 
the  market  company  taking  action  against  these  people 
who  have  gone  about  carrying  baskets  with  goods  for 
sale. 

4641.  You  have  power  to  purchase  at  a  price  to  be 
fixed  by  arbitration  ? — ^We  have  compulsoiy  powers 
to  buy  the  old  market,  but  not  the  additional  one. 

4642.  Do  you  propose  to  purchase  it  ? — No,  not  at 
present. 

4643.  {Mr,  Pkton,)  You  say  you  represent  the 
corporation  ?  You  do  not  come  here  to  express  your 
own  personal  opinion  ? — No. 

4644.  As  I  understand,  the  corporation  as  represent- 
ing the  population  of  the  town  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  present  state  of  things  ? — No,  they  are  not.  The 
committee  of  the  corporation  having  this  matter  in 
charge  saj  that  they  are  "  of  opinion  that  the  expres- 
"  sion  in  the  42nd  section  of  the  Act  of  1822,  *  Town 
**  of  Rochdale,'  should  be  held  and  legislated  upon  so 
'^  as  to  mean  the  town  of  Rochdale  as  it  existed  in 
**  the  year  1822,  and  that  the  power  to  grant  licenses 
"  for  hawking  and  vending  the  articles  mentioned  in 
"  such  section  should  be  vested  in  the  corporation 
"  within  that  part  of  the  extended  borough  of  Roch- 
'*  dale,  which  is  outside  the  limits  of  the  town  as  it 
"  existed  in  1822.'' 

4645.  Do  the  corporation  wish  to  become  the  market 
authority  themselves  ? — Not  at  the  price  asked. 

4646.  Would  they  desire,  on  reasonable  terms,  to 
become  the  market  authority,  on  terms  such  as  they 
would  consider  reasonable  ? — If  it  was  a  thing  pro- 
ducing good  dividends  I  daresay  they  would.  I  can 
only  judge  by  what  I  see  going  on  in  the  world  now- 
a-days. 

4647.  Is  the  opinion  generally  held  in  Rochdale 
that  the  corporation  ought  to  be  the  market  authority 
apart  from  any  commercial  consideration  of  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  the  market ;  supposing  there  were  no 
money  to  be  paid  for  it,  would  the  inhabitants  think 
it  in  the  pubhc  interest  for  the  corporation  to  become 


the  market  authority  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  jj^^.  Z,  MtUor. 

heard   any  expression  of  opinion   by  the  people  of         

Rochdale  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the    19  April  1888. 

corporation.     The  corporation  of  Rochdale  themselves,        — 

if  they  thought  it  advisable,  perhaps  would  take  action 

in  the  matter,  but  hitherto  they  have  not  taken  any 

action.     No  complaints  have  been  made  with  regard 

to  the  market,  except  the  complaint  that  arises  by 

having  these  cheap-jacks  and  Dutch  auctioneers  at-    ' 

tracting  crowds  in  a  space  of  48  yards  in  the  main 

street  of  the  town.     I  think  these  standings  ought  not 

to  be  allowed  in  such  a  place. 

4648.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  feeling  expressed 
in  favour  of  the  hawkers  is  endangered  rather  by 
hostility  to  the  market  authority  than  by  friendship 
for  the  hawkers  ? — I  think  a  feeling  exists  that  the 
hawkers  ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  about. 

4649.  It  is  not  thought  that  they  would  be  any 
nuisance  in  the  town  ? — ^No,  I  do  not  think  it  is.  Any 
shopkeeper  could  have  issued  a  summons  just  as  well 
as  the  market  company ;  no  person  except  the  market 
company  took  any  action  against  a  single  hawker, 
whilst  that  clause  enables  any  inhabitant  to  take 
action. 

4650.  To  go  to  another  part  of  the  subject,  can  you 
tell  us  whether  Lord  Byron  held  the  market  by  charter 
or  simply  as  the  lord  of  the  manor,  from  immemorial 
custom  ? — I  never  heard  of  a  charter. 

4651.  He  held  it  by  immemorial  custom  ? — Yes,  he 
and  his  predecessors  from  the  days  before  Elizabeth. 

4652.  What  was  included  in  the  amount  of  500/. 
that  was  paid  to  Lord  Byron  ? — ^The  land  and  the 
market  rights.  **  In  consideration  of  500/.  paid  by 
"  the  proprietors  of  the  Rochdale  New  Market  he  did 
"  grant  and  convey  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  pro- 
**  prietors  under  the  Act  of  1822  all  that  the  present 
"  market  of  the  town  of  Rochdale  aforesaid,  and  also 
"  the  site  of  the  said  market  situated  and  being  at  or 
"  in  a  certain  place  in  the  said  town  called  the  market 
"  place,  which  site  contains  48  superficial  square 
"  yards  or  thereaboutb,  and  all  and  every  the  tolls, 
"  standings,  stallage,  rents,  duties,  profits,  rights, 
"  privileges,  and  all  other  the  appurtenances  of  or  in 
**  anywise  belonging  to  the  said  market,  and  also  the 
"  bell  used  by  the  crier  or  bellman  of  the  said  town, 
"  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  the  right  of  nominating 
"  and  appointing  the  crier  and  bellman." 

4653.  Can  you  tell  us  approximately  the  population 
of  Rochdale  in  1822  P— In  1841  it  was  21,000  odd  ; 
in  1851  29,000  odd;  in  1861  the  population  of  the 
municipal  borough  was  38,000  odd ;  in  1871  44,000 
odd,  and  by  extension  of  the  municipal  borough 
by  the  Act  of  1872  to  the  parliamentary  boundary  the 
population  became  in  1872  63,000  odd,  and  by  the 
last  census  it  was  68,000  odd.  The  parish  of  Rochdale 
had  at  the  last  census  a  population  of  upwards  of 
130,000. 

4654.  The  market  was  a  central  market  for  a  con- 
siderable surrounding  district ;  people  came  from  long 
distances  to  the  market  in  old  times  ? — Yes,  Rochdale 
in  1822  was  like  a  town  in  the  centre  of  an  agri- 
cultural district ;   it  is  not  the  same  place  now. 

4655.  And  the  lord  of  the  manor  charged  tolls  ?-— 
No  doubt  he  charged  tolls. 

4656.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  much  revenue 
there  was  from  them  ? — I  cannot  tell  you. 

4657.  500/.  seems*  a  very  small  sum  for  what  the 
lord  of  the  manor  sold,  was  there  very  little  revenue 
from  the  market  at  that  time? — There  must  have 
been  very  little  revenue  at  that  time  from  it ;  there 
could  not  have  been  much  revenue  from  it,  the  site 
of  it  was  only  48  superficial  square  yards,  10  yards 
long  by  4  broad. 

4658.  {Mr.  Little,)  Did  I  rightly  imderstand  you 
to  say  that  by  the  Act  the  market  proprietors  had 
the  right  of  taking  toll  given  them  expressly  as 
regards  the  new  market,  but  that  as  regards  the  old 
market  their  right  was  simply  that  of  their  pre- 
decessors in  title? — They  had  only  such  rights  as 
were  possessed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  in  respect 
of  the  old  market ;  he  had  the  franchise  to  hold  the 
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Mr,  Z.  Mellar.  market,  and  he  sold  it  with  all  the  incidents  attach- 
.1—.  ing   to  ity  the  tolls  and  so  on ;  those  would  be  the 

19  April  1888.  customary  tolls  that  he  had  taken  in  former  times  by 
— the  custom  of  the  manor. 

4659.  By  the  Act  the  market  proprietors  were 
empowered  to  take  tolls  in  the  new  market  ?—  Yes. 

4660.  And  they  were  not  empowered  by  that  Act 
to  take  tolls  in  the  old  market  ? — No,  they  were  not 
empowered  to  take  tolls  except  in  respect  of  the 
additional  market.  The  schedule  specifies  the  tolls 
that  are  to  be  taken  in  the  additional  market. 

4661.  Have  the  market  proprietors  acattlj  market  ? 
—No. 

4662.  The  corporation  bought  the  right  to  hold 
fairs  ? — Yea,  they  gave  the  lord  of  the  manor  300/. 
for  it. 

4663.  Do  you  hold  cattle  markets  as  well  as  fairs  ? 
— We  have  all  such  rights  as  the  lord  of  the  manor 
had  in  regard  to  cattle  fairs.  The  corporation  acquired 
some  land  round  by  the  old  church  on  part  of  which 
those  fairs  are  held  ;  the  corporation  had  acquired  the 
laud  for  purposes  authorised  by  their  Acts,  and  applied 
a  part  of  it  so  as  to  do  away  with  the  cattle  fail's 
being  held  in  the  streets.  That  land  is  off  the  streets 
entirely  but  very  convenient,  and  now  the  fairs  are 
held  in  that  open  space  of  ground. 

4664.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  Are  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  market  incorporated  by  the  Act  of 
1822? — They  ai*e  a  quasi-corporation  but  they  are 
not  specifically  incorporated. 

4665.  How  is  the  market  governed  ? — The  second 
section  of  the  Act  of  1822  provides,  **  that  the  said 
"  proprietors  together  with  such  other  person  or 
'^  persons  who  shall  be  entitled  to  one  or  more  share 
*'  or  shares  in  the  said  additional  mArkot  place  shall 
^*  hold  a  general  meeting  at  the  Roebuck  Inn  in 
'^  Rochdale  aforesaid  on  the  fourth  Thursday  next 
"  after  the  passing  of  this  Act;  and  one  general 
**  meeting  shall  be  held  by  them,  their  successors  and 
**  assigns,  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  of 
*'  May  in  every  year,  at  or  after  the  hour  of  ten  of 
"  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  at  some  convenient  place 
^^  within  the  said  town  of  Rochdale,  at  which  said 
*'  general  annual  meeting  the  proprietors  assemb  led 
"  shall  choose  11  persons,  being  respectively  pro- 
"  prietors  of  two  or  more  shares  in  the  said  under- 
^<  taking,  to  be  trustees  for  managing  the  affairs  of 
'*  the  said  proprietors  in  such  manner  as  is  herein 
**  directed,  with  farther  provision  for  holding  an  occa- 
**  sional  genertal  meting  of  the  proprietors." 

4666.  They  elect  a  boarcl  of  11  ?— Yes. 

4667.  Are  those  persons  gentlemen  who  are  living 
in  or  near  Rochdale  now  ? — Yes.  I  am  a  part  pro- 
prietor in  the  market,but  I  never  go  to  market  meetings. 

.  When  old  proprietors  die  off  the  sons  generally  go  out 

some  distance  to  reside,  but,  generally  speaking,  the 
shares  are  held  by  persons  living  in  Rochdale  and  the 
neighbourhood. 

^68.  The  shares  are  bought  and  sold,  are  they 
not  ? — Yes. 

4669.  The  company  has  been  a  very  lucrative  one, 
has  not  it  ? — I  do  not  think  it  has  ever  been  a  very 
lucrative  one. 

4670.  Is  not  there  a  large  surplus  ? — It  has  paid 
5  or  6  per  cent,  at  one  time  :  not  more  than  that,  I 
think. 

467 L  You  get  your  dividends? — Certainly. 

4672.  As  to  the  old  market,  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  you  had  a  compulsoi-y  power  of  purchase  ? — Yes, 

4673.  And  you  think  you  have  it  still  ? — I  am 
almost  certain  we  have  it  still. 

,4674.  As  to  the  other  market  you  have  a  power  of 
purchase  by  agreement  ? — We  have. 

4676.  As  to  that  other  market  has  the  corporation 
ever  taken  any  step  with  reference  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  market  rights  ? — No. 

4676.  Never  ? — No,  not  the  additional  market  for 
which  the  Act  was  obtained  ;  we  have  with  r^ard  to 
the  old  market  place. 

4677.  Have  they  ever  considered  whether  it  would 
be  a  desirable  thing  for  them  to  be  the  market  autho* 


rity  generally? — There  has  been  a  desultory  con- 
versation on  the  subject;  it  has  not  been  brought 
formally  before  the  council. 

4678.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  corporation 
think  they  have  any  grievance  at  all  with  reference 
to  the  old  market  ? — The  corporation  think,  and  the 
members  of  the  committee  think,  that  the  crowds 
ought  not  to  be  in  the  public  street.  I  have  told  my 
committee,  '*  As  the  market  company  have  a  certain 
*'  right  which  they  bought  from  the  lord  of  the 
''  manor,  you  have  it  vrithin  your  own  hands  to  remove 
"  this  obstrnctiou  ;  if  you  will  order  me  to  give  notice 
*'  that  you  require  to  purchase  the  old  market  place  " 
(and  if  I  give  that  notice  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
buy  it)  "  you  can  buy  it ;  if  you  do  not  agree  upon 
*'  the  price  then  the  price  will  have  to  be  settled  in 
^*  the  manner  provided  by  the  Lands  ("lauses  Con- 
"  solidation  Act." 

4679.  Do  your  committee  complain  of  any  grievance 
existing  with  reference  to  the  old  market  ? — My  com- 
mittee have  expressed  themselvas  individually  at 
council  meetings  very  strongly  ab^ut  the  market 
company  allowing  these  standings  in  the  public  street, 
and  they  have  urged  that  those  standings  ought  to  go 
to  the  other  market.  Anyone  can  understand  that  if 
it  is  an  inconvenience  which  it  is  desirable  to  get  rid 
of  it  gives  the  market  company  an  opportunity  of 
asking  a  good  price  for  the  site.  The  additional 
market  was  mainly  to  do  away  with  the  inconvenience 
arising  in  the  old  market,  but  instead  of  doing  away 
with  it  it  still  goes  on. 

4680.  Does  your  corporation  want  any  more  power 
than  that  which  they  have  got  with  reference  to  the 
old  market  ? — ^No,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  other 
power  wanted  ;  they  have  power  to  take  it  now. 

4681.  On  the  subject  of  the  hawkers,  you  have  a 
large  working-class  population  in  Rochdale  ? — Yes. 

4682.  Whereabouts  do  they  mainly  live  ?— They 
live  all  over  the  town,  except  in  the  main  streets ;  the 
main  streets  generally  have  shops  on  each  side,  but 
immediately  behind  those  streets  are  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  the  working  classes. 

4683.  Would  it  be  in  some  cases  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  market  where  those  working  classes 
live  ? — Yes,  it  would. 

4684.  I  believe  the  town  has  grown  a  great  deal 
since  1877,  the  date  of  that  map  ? — Yes. 

4685.  Has  not  it  been  found  that  great  advantage 
accrues  to  the  poor  people  of  the  town  by  their  liaving 
the  facility  of  buying  marketable  commodities  from 
hawkers  ? — No  doubt  about  it ;  it  is  a  convenience  to 
the  people  in  the  country  places,  because  the  hawkers 
sell  their  articles  at  the  doors ;  it  saves  those  people 
going  down  into  the  market,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  a 
mile  and  a  half  away. 

4686.  Has  not  all  this  agitation  that  has  arisen 
upon  the  subject  of  hawking  been  mainly  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  an  interference  with  free  purchases 
being  made  by  the  poor  in  the  streets  from  coster- 
mongers  ? — Yes  ;  it  has  arisen  from  the  market 
company  taking  action  againt  these  poor  people  who 
with  handcarts  or  baskets  go  out  into  the  country 
places  round  about  the  town  and  in  the  town  itself 
selling  vegetables.  If  the  market  company  had  not 
done  that  there  would  never  have  been  a  word  sfldd 
about  it. 

4687.  Supposing  there  were  a  power  vested  in  the 
corporation  to  grant  permits  for  this  purpose,  would 
not  that  get  rid  of  all  the  difficulty  f — Yes. 

4688.  And  is  not  that  mixed  up  with  the  question 
of  the  corporation  being  the  owners  of  the  market  ? — 
If  the  42nd  section  of  the  Act  of  1822  was  struck 
out,  and  the  corporation  were  empowered  to  grant 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  it 
within  the  borough,  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  diffi- 
culty ;  but  the  market  company  object  to  anjrthing  of 
that  sort. 

4689.  As  to  that  42nd  section,  I  do  not  understand 
the  position  your  committee  take.  This  question 
has  been  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  they 
have  held  that   the  section  in   question — the  42nd 
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section  —  flpplie«   to    the  whole    of  the    municipal 
borough  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

,4690.  Is  that  decision  accept^jd  as  law  bv  your 
committee? — Nobody  has  taken  it  any  further;  it 
has  not  gone  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

4691.  When  your  committee  say  that  they  think 
tliat  the  expression  ^'  town  of  Rochdale  "  should  be 
held  and  legislated  on  so  as  to  mean  the  town  of 
Rochdale  as  it  existed  in  1822,  uo  they  mean  to 
dispute  the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  Court  o!  Queen's 
Bench,  which  has  held  that  that  is  not  the  moaning 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  or  do  they  wish  that  a 
change  should  be  made  in  the  law,  which  can  only  be 
done  by  Pari iamcbt?— They  think  somebody  ought 
to  be  empowered  to  grant  such  licenses ;  and  as  the 
corporation  having  the  management  of  the  town, 
they  think  that  they  ought  to  be  empoM'ered  to  have 
the  privileire  of  granting  licenses  to  those  people  who 
make  appiications  to  them  for  licenses  to  sell  those 
iirticles  elsewhere  than  in  the  market  and  "  the  town  " 
as  it  existed  in  1822. 

4692.  (Mr.  Chtlders.)  Had  those  hawkers  either 
hawkers'  licenses  or  pedlars'  licenses  ? — I  do  not  know  ; 
I  do  not  think  they  had. 

4693.  Did  they  go  about  with  a  hoi«e  and  cart,  or 
did  they  only  walk  about  cairying  what  they  had  in 
baskets  ?—  Some  of  them  hud  a  horse  and  cart^  and 
some  had  a  donkey  and  cart. 


4694.  Tou  do  not  know  whether  they  held  licenses   Mr.Z,Mdhr' 
as  hawkers  ? — No,  I  do  not.  — 

4695.  {Mr.  Elton.)  I   should   like   to   ask   yoxx   a    !» April  1888. 
question  or  two  merely  to  explain  a  former  answer. 

The   Market  Act  of  1822  mentioned  the  town  and 
parish  of  Rochdale  ? — Yes. 

4696.  The  Act  of  1853  defines  for  the  purposes  of 
that  Act,  by  section  3,  a  certain  district  by  boundaries 
to  be  called  the  town  for  the  purposes  of  that  Act  ?-  - 
Yes. 

4697.  In  1856  a  Royal  charter  defined  the  district 
as  the  town  and  borough  of  Rochdale  ? — Yes. 

4698.  Which  was  extended  by  the  Act  of  1872  to 
the  municipal  lioundary  ? — Yes. 

4699.  And  the  decision  to  which  you  referred  us 
was  that  the  **town"  included  the  area  added  in 
1872  ?— Yes. 

4700.  {Mr.  Maclean.)  Some  of  the  town  coun- 
cillors have  rather  suggested  that  these  hawkers  should 
not  take  out  licenses  notwithstanding  the  decision  in 
Killinister  v.  Fitton,  have  not  they  ?— No,  I  have  never 
heard  anything  of  the  sort  suggested. 

4701.  Is  not  it  pretty  notorious  that  some  of  them 
have  said  that  they  can  defy  the  market  compa^jy  not- 
withstanding this  decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  ? — I  have  never  heard  that  suggested  ;  it  is  the 
law  at  present. 


Mr.  GKOHCiE  RidgwayKii.lmister  and  Mr.  Charles  Collier  examined. 


4702.  {Chairman  to  Mr.  Killmuter.)  You  are  law 
clerk  to  the  proprietors  of  the  market  of  Rochdale  ?— r 
I  am.' 

4703.  (  To  Mr.  Collier.)  You  are  superintendent  of 
the  market  ? — Yes. 

4704.  {To  Mr.  KillmUter.)  We  have  been  told  by 
the  previous  witness  that  in  1822  the  manorial  rights 
of  Lord  Byron  were  obtained  by  the  present  market 
proprietors  ? — They  were,  by  purchase. 

4705.  Were  those  rights  obtained  befcre  or  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1822  ? — I  think  the  convey- 
ance is  dated  the  7th  of  October  1822,  and  the  Act 
was  obtained  on  the  24th  of  May  1822. 

4706.  What  was  purchased  at  that  time  was  about 
18  yards  in  tbe  centre  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  including 

the  tolls  and  stallage  payable  thereupon.  What  was 
purchased  was  ^'all  that  the  present  market  of  and  in 
^*  the  town  of  Rochdale  aforesaid,  and  also  the  site  of 
'^  the  said  market  situated  and  being  at  or  in  a  certain 
"  place  in  the  said  town  called  the  market  place,  which 
^'s:te  contains  48  superficial  square  yards  or  there- 
'^  abouts,  and  all  and  every  the  tolls,  standings,  stallage, 
*'  rents,  duties^  profits,  rights,  privileges,  and  all  other 
'^  appurtenances  of  or  in  anywise  belonging  to  the  said 
^'market,  whether  payable  and  arising  at  the  said 
'^  market  place  or  elsewhere  in  the  said  town,  and  also 
'<  the  bell  used  by  the  crier  or  bellman  of  the  said  town, 
**  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  the  right  and  privilege  of 
*'  nominating  and  appointing  the  crier  and  bellman, 
''except  always  reserving  to  Lord  Byron,  his  heirs'' 
(and  so  on),..  ^  the  right  belonging  to  the  feaid  Lord 
'*  Byron,  his  heirs  "  (and  so  on),  **  to  hold  fairs  in  the 
"  said  town." 

4707.  The  Act  of  1822  was  obtained  by  influential 
parties  connected  with  Rochdale  ? — Yes. 

4708.  And  they  purchased  the  old  market  rights 
from  Lord  Byron  in  addition  to  the  powers  they  ob- 
tained under  that  Act  of  1822  ?— They  did. 

4709.  Did  they  form  a  company  ? — ^x  es. 

4710.  Originally  I  see  there  were  67  shareholders 
and  860  shares  of  100/.  each  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4711*  And  was  there  a  certain  sum  of  money 
borrowed  by  the  market  trustees  ? — 6,000/.  was 
borrowed  under  the  Market  Act ;  they  had  power  to 
borrow  6,000/.,  and  they  borrowcl  the  whole  of  the 
money  in  addition  to  what  they  raised  on  the  shares. 
The  proprietors  also  applied  all  profit  received  from 
the  market  towards  the  capital  for  many  years,  and 
U    557S0. 
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received  no  dividend,  the  borrowing   powers 
exhausted  and  the  market  incomplete. 

4712.  Of  course  the  money  that  was  paid  for  the 
manorial  rights  was  included  in  the  capital  sum  ? — I 
believe  that  would  be  so. 

471«^«.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  what  were  the 
powers  that  were  conferred  upon  the  proprietors  of 
this  market  by  the  Act  of  1822  ? — The  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  proprietors  of  the  market  were  to 
purchase  the  site,  to  borrow  the  6,000/.,  and  to  build  a 
market,  and  general  powers  to  levy  tolls,  and  manage 
the  market. 

4714.  The  market  proprietora  now  have  the  power 
to  prevent  the  exposure  for  sale  in  the  streets  of  any 
marketable  commodities  such  as  are  sold  in  the 
market  ? — Yes. 

4715.  Ts  it  the  case  that  for  a  considerable  time 
the  market  ]>roprietors  issued  permits  for  hawkers  ? — 
They  did,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  magistrates. 

4716.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  from  the 
general  public  with  reference  to  the  management  of 
the  markets  ? — None,  except,  I  may  say,  so  far  as 
there  have  been  certain  statements  made  at  the  town 
council  meetings  in  reference  to  the  hardship  it  is 
upon  hawkers  to  be  prevented  hawking — in  fact, 
breaking  the  law — and  the  town  have  always  seemed 
averse  to  construing  the  Market  Act  as  extending  to 
the  borough,  as  enlarged  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Improvement  Acts. 

4717.  When  the  Act  of  1872  was  obtained  by  the 
corporation,  were  any  clauses  inserted  in  that  Act 
enable  the  corporation  to  buy  your  markets  ? — There 
were  ;  they  had  power  to  purchase  the  new  market  by 
agreement,  and  a  compulsory  power  to  purchase  the 
old  market. 

4718.  Has  the  corporation  made  any  advances 
towards  the  market  proprietors  with  a  view  of  pur- 
chasing the  old  market  r — ^They  asked  what  price  we 
would  take  for  the  old  market,  and  we  had  it  valued, 
and  sent  in  the  yaluation — 1  think  1,600/. — and  since 
that  time  we  have  heard  nothing  whatever  from  them 
in  reference  to  it. 

4719.  I  suppose  you  cannot  tell  the  Commission  on 
what  principle  that  valuation  was  made? — I  think 
there  were  two  v/ays  in  which  it  was  made  :  the  fii'st 
was  valuing  the  land,  and  the  second  was  valuing  the 
income  we  got  from  it.  In  deference  to  public 
convenience,  the  old  market  is  only  used  when  the  new 
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Mr.  G.  R.  market  is  fall  and  we  require  space,  and  that  is  gene- 
Killmistercmd  rally  on  market  days  ;  and  using  the  old  market 
Mr.  C.  CoUUr.  ^\^^\j  \^  that  way,  it  brings  us  in  an  income  of  rather 

19  Ami^l888    ^^®^  ^^^'  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^®  sUvllage  upon  it.     Then  there 

L '  would    have  to  be  something  for    compulsory   sale 

added.  We  gave  500/.  for  it  in  1822,  and  of  course 
property  has  increased  very  much  in  value  since  then 
in  Rochdale. 

4720.  Would  it  be  right  to  say  that  the  way  in 
which  the  old  market  is  used  is  a  nuisance  to  the 
general  public  ? — No,  except  so  far  as  it  occupies  part 
of  the  street;  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  a  nuisance  other- 
wise. 

4721.  Is  the  market  conducted  differently  there 
from  the  way  in  which  it  is  conducted  inside  the  new 
market  ? — ^Not  at  all. 

4722.  The  same  Dutch  auctions,  and  so  on,  go  on 
outside  the  new  market  as  go  on  outside  the  old 
market? — ^That  I  presume  to  be  so. 

4723.  You  have  no  power  to  hold  a  cattle  market  ? 
—I  think  not. 

4724.  Do  the  market  authority  summon  parties  for 
hawking  in  the  streets  ? — They  do. 

4725.  What  has  been  the  result  of  those  summonses 
before  the  magistrates  ?— Latterly — ^that  is,  since  the 
decisions  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench— since  the 
uproar  in  the  town  about  tiiese  hawkers.  The  magis- 
trates have  simply  fined  the  hawkers  a  nominal  fine 
of  Ij«.,  and  imposed  the  costs  upon  the  company.  I 
do  not  say  all  the  magistrates  approve  of  this  1*.  fine. 

4726.  The  corporation  have  taken  no  steps  to  put 
their  power  into  operation  for  the  purchase  except 
asking  you  the  price  ? — I  believe  not. 

4727.  Does  this  hawking  still  continue  ? — Ttdoes; 
hawking  is  carried  on  all  over  the  town.  1  imder- 
stand  that  it  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  men  not  resident 
in  the  town  but  resident  in  the  outlying  districte,  who 
bring  their  goods — these  marketable  commodities — 
into  the  town.  Instead  of  bringing  them  to  the 
market,  they  hawk  them  all  over  the  place. 

4728.  And  so  pay  you  no  toll  ?— They  pay  us  no 
tolL  Of  course,  permitting  this  hawking  empties  our 
market,  because  if  people  can  liawk  they  will  not 
stand  in  the  market  to  sell  their  goods. 

4729.  By  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  was  the  limit  to  which  your  market  rights 
extended  defined  ?— It  was;  it  was  held  to  extend  to 
the  parliamentary  and  municipal  boundary  for  the 
time  being. 

4730.  When  the  Act  of  1822  was  obtained  the 
municipal  boundary  was  very  much  smaller  than  it  is 
now  ?— -Yes,  very  much  smaller. 

4731.  Have  your  company  any  recommendations 
to  make  to  the  Commission  with  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  their  markets  should  be  dealt  with  ? — The 
recommendations  of  the  company  are  these  :  1.  Tha 
powers  should  be  given  to  the  market  company  to 
issue  licenses  to  hawkers  under  certain  conditions. 
2.  That  the  fees  to  be  'pa'<l  ^Y  l^awkei-s  for  such 
licenses  be  fixed  by  statute  and  be  similar  to  those  of 
neighbouring  boroughs  where  the  markets  are  under 
corporation  control  and  where  the  conditions  are 
similar.  3.  That  a  minimum  penalty  be  fixed  which 
shall  be  inflicted  on  all  |>ei*8on8  convicted  of  hawking 
without  a  license,  and  that  an  increased  minimum 
penalty  be  fixed  to  be  imposed  on  persons  convicted 
of  a  second  offence.  4.  That  the  powers  of  sale  and 
purchase  of  the  market  and  undertaking  contained  in 
the  Rochdale  Improvement  Act,  1872,  be  made  com- 
pulsory  on  both  the  corporation  and  the  company  on 
the  one  giving  to  the  other  of  them  six  months'  notice 
in  writing,  and  in  default  of  agreement  as  to  the  price 
the  same  to  be  fixed  by  arbitration  in  the  usual  way. 

4732.  I  suppose  you  furnish  regular  accounts  to 
your  shareholders  ? — Yes. 

4733.  What  has  been  the  result  of  those  accounts 
the  last  three  years,  for  instance,  as  regards  dividend  ? 

-For  the  year  for  1883-4  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of 
7/.  10*.  per  cent,  per  annum  was  paid  lesn  income  tax, 
it  wouid  be  7/.  10*.  three  years  ago  j  7/.  the  year 
before  last,  and  6/.  lOf.  last  year. 


4734.  The  dividend  according  to  that  has  been  de- 
creasing ? — Yes. 

4735.  Is  there  any  reason  for  that  ? — I  believe  it  is 
chiefly  from  the  emptying  of  the  maiket  by  these 
hawkers  being  allowed  to  go  up  and  down  the  streets 
selling  their  goods  ;  people  will  not  come  to  the  mar- 
ket when  they  can  buy  things  at  their  doors. 

4736.  {Mr.  Elton.)  Do  you  know  where  the  48 
square  yards  are  situated  ? — Yes,  the  space  is  marked 
by  stones  placed  in  a  different  direction. 

4737.  The  space  is  occupied  in  part  by  stalls  ? — 
Yes,  when  we  choose  to  put  them  there,  generally  on 
market  days.  We  put  them  there  when  the  market  is 
full. 

4738.  And  the  stalls  bring  in  50/.  a  year  ? — When 
we  use  the  space  in  that  way  ;  but  we  are  entitled  to 
use  the  market  every  day,  and  if  we  did  so,  it  would, 
of  course,  bring  in  a  much  larger  income. 

4739.  Cheap  jacks  use  it  some  days,  do  not  they  ? — 
{Mr.  Collier.)  We  put  all  kinds  of  people  on  that 
ground  ;  wo  occupy  that  ground  three  days  in  the 
week,  the  remainder  of  the  week  it  is  kept  clear, 
nothing  is  allowed  to  stand  on  it. 

4740.  {To  Mr.  Killmister.)  Does  the  50/.  include 
the  profits  from  the  cheap  jack  people  ? — Yes. 

4741.  The  first  words  of  the  Act  of  1822  are 
"  Whereas  the  town  or  parish  of  Rochdale " ;  do 
you  interpret  "  town "  as  taking  in  the  whole  parish 
or  do  you  confine  it  to  the  built  over  part  ? — I  should 
not  take  it  to  extend  to  the  whole  parish,  certainly, 
only  to  the  built  over  part  of  the  borough  for  the  time 
being. 

4742.  In  the  Act  of  1822  were  there  special  pro- 
visions as  to  costs  where  parties  were  found  guilty  of 
offences  against  the  Act  ? — The  penalty  was  not  to 
exceed  5/. ;  there  was  no  minimum. 

4743.  As  to  costs,  you  say  the  magistrates  mulct 
you  in  costs  even  when  a  man  is  convicted;  is 
there  anything  in  the  Act  about  costs  ? — I  do  not 
think  there  is. 

4744.  Then  if  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  about 
letting  the  offender  off  the  costs  I  take  it  that  it  is  one 
of  the  grounds  of  your  complaint  against  the  magis- 
tiates  that  they  make  you  pay  costs  ? — It  is. 

4745.  In  your  view  from  partiality  ? — Certainly  ; 
the  effect  is  to  punish  us. 

4746.  There  is  a  persistence  in  the  action  of  the 
magistrates  which  leads  you  to  think  that  other  people 
might  infer  design  ? — Undoubtedly.  It  is  a  denial  of 
justice. 

4747.  Under  the  42nd  section  of  the  Act  of  1822 
you  are  a  market  monopoly,  having  the  right  to  pre- 
vent people  invading  you ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  you 
cannot  give  an  advantage  to  one  person  in  the  way  of 
a  permit  or  license  that  yon  cannot  give  to  another  ? 
— The  fair  way  of  putting  it  is,  we  ought  to  prevent 
everybody  from  hawking. 

4748.  You  not  only  wish  to  be  under  the  usual  sort 
of  compulsory  power  of  being  bought  up,  but  you 
want  to  inti'oduce  a  more  stringent  machinery ;  you 
want  to  force  the  corporation  to  buy  you  up  by  Act 
of  Parliament  ? — We  think  if  ihoy  have  power  to  buy 
us  up  we  should  have  power  to  give  them  notice  to 
buy  u^  up. 

4749.  Vou  never  heard  of  a  man  being  enabled  to 
make  a  railway  buv  his  park  when  they  did  not  want 
to  do  so,  did  you  ? — If  it  remiuns  only  one-sided,  as  w 
is  now,  they  might  endeavour  to  run  down  the  market 
and  lower  Uie  value  of  the  shares  with  the  view  of 
getting  it  at  a  cheap  price  ;  whereas  if  we  had  a 
corresponding  power  of  giving  them  notice  to  sell,  and 
if  we  saw  that  they  were  doing  that  we  should  have 
a  check  upon  them  and  say,  If  you  do  not  treat  us 
fairly  we  shall  give  you  notice  to  sell. 

4750.  Do  you  think  this  sort  of  rights  ought  to  be 
vested  in  the  governing  body  of  the  borough  ? — I 
think  so,  certainly. 

4751.  {Mr.  Childers.)  How  far  from  the  market 
do  the  privileges  of  the  company  according  to  your 
view  and  according  to  recent  decisions  extend  ? — To 
Xhe  lin^ts  of  the  parliamentary  borough.    I  believe 
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the  parliamentary  borough  covers  an  area  of  4,000 
acn\s. 

4752.  That  does  not  quite  answer  my  question  with- 
out a  calculation ;  how  far  from  the  centre  is  the  limit 
of  the  borough. — [Mr,  Collier.)  In  some  eases  a  mile 
and  three  quarters  ;  in  other  parts,  not  quite  so  far. 

4753.  Is  the  whole  of  that  area  practically  built 
on  ? — Most  of  it  is ;  there  are  a  few  vacant  places. 

4754.  Your  population  now  within  that  area  is 
75,000  ?— Yes. 

4755.  {To  Mr.  Killmister,)  You  claim  that  the 
42nd  section  under  recent  decisions  extends  to  the 
whole  of  that  area? — Yes ;  construing  the  words  "  the 
town  of  Rochdale  "  as  construed  by  Mr.  Justice  Smith 
and  Mr.  Justice  Mathew. 

4756.  The  town  of  Rochdale  having  been  formerly 
a  very  much  smaller  area  than  it  is  now,  you  con- 
tended, and  contended  successfully,  that  the  town 
must  be  taken  to  be  for  the  purposes  of  the  Market 
Act  the  town  as  defined  under  the  Act  of  1872  ? — 
Quite  80. 

4757.  Then  you  claime<i  until  lately  to  be  able  to 
issue  a  species  of  hawkers'  license  for  the  whole  of 
that  area? — Yes. 

4758.  And  that  claim  of  yours  you  have  been 
advised  was  one  which  you  could  not  sustain,  and  you 
hive  abandoned  it  ? — Yes. 

4759.  What  is  the  position,  therefore,  now  of  any 
man  who  wishes  to  hawk  in  that  area  ? — He  cannot 
hawk  legally. 

4760.  You  put  it  that  the  law  as  it  stands  is  pro- 
hibitory, that  nothing  whatever  can  be  hawked  in 
that  area  extending  as  much  in  some  cases  as  a  mile 
and  three  quarters  from  the  centre  ? — That  is  so. 

4761.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  arrangements 
of  other  municipal  boroughs  in  Lancashire,  or  York- 
shire, or  Cheshire  with  regard  to  hawking  ? — No. 

4762.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  boroughs  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  Rochdale,  either  in  Lancashire, 
Or  Yorkshire,  or  Cheshire,  in  which  the  market  autho- 
rity absolutely  prohibits  hawking  ? — I  do  not  know  of 
any. 

4763.  As  a  Rochdale  man,  do  you  not  consider  that 
it  is  a  grievous  thing  that  the  poor,  who  obtain 
80  much  in  the  way  of  provisions  from  hawkers  all 
over  the  country,  should  be  debarred  in  Rochdale 
from  doing  so? — But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  outlying 
districts  they  are  not  inconvenienced  by  there  being 
no  hawkers,  because  shops  spring  up  in  those  districts, 
and  they  would  not  spring  up  if  hawking  was  allowed  ; 
there  would  be  no  reason  for  their  existence. 

4764.  That  is  an  argument  against  the  necessity  of 
hawkers ;  I  am  putting  it  the  other  way  ;  is  not  it  a 
grievance  that  poor  people,  if  they  wish  to  purchase 
from  hawkers,  should  not  be  able  to  do  so ;  is  not  it 
the  case  that  in  the  metropolis,  for  instance,  the  poor 
mainly  buy  their  day-to-day  provisions  from  coster- 
mongers  ? — I  have  no  doubt  it  is  a  great  convenience 
to  poor  people  to  be  enabled  to  buy  of  hawkers. 

4765.  Therefore  you  would  say  that  the  poor  in 
Rochdale  suffer  a  decided  disadvantage  seeing  that 
they  cannot  have  that  facility  which  is  afforded  to 
poor  people  elsewhere  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  that  would 
be  so. 

4766.  To  carry  that  point  a  little  further,  is  ii 
within  your  knowledge  that  in  other  boroughs  the 
market  authority  has  the  power  to  license  hawkers 
specially,  and  charge  them  a  fee  ? — I  believe  that  is 
so ;  at  any  rate  in  all  places  where  the  corporations 
own  the  markets. 

4767.  That  is  the  general  rule  ? — That  is  the  general 
rule. 

4768.  When  the  permission  to  hawk  was  in  force 
where  did  these  people  get  the  articles  which  they 
sold ;  did  they  get  them  in  the  market  itself  ? — (Mr. 
Collier,)  The  hawkers,  generally,  would  get  their  goods 
in  Manchester. 

4769.  When  the  permission  existed  they  did  not 
buy  at  the  market  the  goods  which  they  hawked  ? — 
In  some  few  cases ;  but  generally  they  would  get  them 
from  Manchester. 


4770.  If  they  did  buy  them  in  the  market  were 
they  charged  for  the  license  for  hawking  all  the  same  ? 
—  Yes. 

4771.  Therefore  they  paid  toll  in  the  market  on 
the  goods  that  they  bought,  and  there  was  this  addi- 
tional charge  made  for  hawking  ? — No  tolls  are 
charged,  therefore  hawkers  would  have  nothing  to  pay 
beyond  the  fee  for  a  permit,  unless  they  rented  a  stall 
in  the  market,  there  would  then  be  in  addition  only 
the  rent  for  such  stall. 

4772.  {To  Mr,  KiUmister.)  Do  you  think  that  that 
is  the  cage  in  other  corporations  where  there  is  a 
system  of  licensing  hawkers  ? — It  is,  I  believe,  as  far 
as  I  know. 

4773.  That  is,  they  may  have  bought  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  stuff  that  they  hawked  in  the  market,  and 
which,  therefore,  directly  or  indirectly,  has  paid  its 
share  of  the  market  revenue;  and,  then  the  market 
gets  an  additional  payment  in  respect  of  the  hawker's 
license? — I  believe  that  is  so.  In  some  boroughs 
they  compel  the  hawker  to  first  bring  his  goods  into 
the  market,  and  then  what  are  unsold  there  they  allow 
Lim  to  hawk. 

4774.  But  what  I  am  putting  to  you  is  this :  is  it 
the  case  that  at  Rochdale  the  hawker  purchased  goods 
in  the  market  and  then  sold  them  outside,  the  market 
authority  receiving  the  hawker's  fee  and  also  receiving 
the  toll  upon  the  goods  he  had  bought — {Mr.  Collier.) 
There  is  very  little  stuff  which  the  hawkers  sell 
purchased  in  our  market. 

4775.  On  whatever  was  bought  in  the  market  the 
hawker  would  have  to  pay  the  license  fee,  and  also 
the  toll  on  the  goods  bought  ? — We  suggested 
at  one  time  that  those  who  had  stalls  in  the  market 
might  be  allowed  to  hawk  for  a  little  less,  but  people 
said  that  was  not  fair,  and  that  all  ought  to  be  charged 
alike.     There  is  no  toll. 

4776.  Do  you  mean  that  holders  of  othei-s  stalls 
said  that  ?— Yes. 

4777.  So  that  your  own  tenants  were  very  much 
disposed  to  enforce  your  monoply  against  their 
brother  tenants  ? — Yes ;  and  a  great  many  have  left 
the  market  and  gone  hawking  altogether. 

4778.  Are  these  hawkers  licensed  hawkers  ?  I  am 
not  speaking  of  the  pedlai's  police  license,  but  the 
hawker's  license  for  which  something  has  to  be  paid 
to  the  Inland  Revenue  ? — They  are  not  licensed 
hawkers  for  all  we  know. 

4779.  How  do  they  escape  paying  for  the  hawker's 
license  ? — I  cannot  say. 

4780.  {To  Mr.  Killmister.)  When  you  licensed 
them  did  you  undertake  to  hold  them  harmless? — 
Certainly  not ;  our  license  or  permit  simply  said  that 
we  (the  company)  would  not  prosecute  them  for 
hawking  in  the  town. 

{Mr.  Collier,)  We  never  inquired  whether  these 
men  had  Government  licenses  ;  we  did  not  know 
whether  they  had  or  not. 

4781.  Did  they  hold  a  pedlar's  police  license? — 
No. 

4782.  They  were  not  registered  by  the  police 
authorities  at  all  ? — ^No. 

4783.  How  did  they  escape  that  ? — ^I  do  not  know. 

4784.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau  to  Mr.  Killmister.) 
With  regard  to  the  old  market,  is  it  the  fact  that 
those  who  use  the  site  of  the  old  market  could  be 
pei^fectly  well  accommodated  in  what  you  call  the 
new  market? — No,  we  never  use  or  very  seldom  use 
the  old  market,  unless  we  have  no  room  in  the  new 
market,  and  that  generally  only  happens  on  market 
days. 

4785.  How  far  is  Rochdale  from  Manchester  ? — 
(3/r.  Collier.)  Twelve  miles. 

4786.  And  most  of  the  dealers  in  the  market  ob- 
tained their  supplies  from  the  Manchester  Market  ? — 
Yes. 

4787.  In  the  same  way  you  say  most  of  the 
hawkers  obtained  their  supplies  from  the  Manchester 
Market  ? — Yes. 

4788.  Do  they  bring  them  over  in  their  carts  ? — 
Yes ;  barrows  and  baskets. 


Mr.  G,  B. 

Killmister  and 
Mr.  C,  Collier. 

19  April  1888. 
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4789.  Twelve  miles  ?— They  go  by  train. 

4790.  It  is  rather  nn  exceptional  case  that  two 
market  towns  are  so  near  to  one  another  as  Man- 
chester and  Rochdale  ? — Manchester  supplies  a  good 
many  surrounding  towns;  it  is  a  large  wholesale 
market. 

4791.  (To  Mr.  Killmister.)  Is  Ihe  7/.  10*.  per 
cent,  dividend  the  highest  that  has  been  paid  ? — No, 
we  have  paid,  I  think,  8/.  5s, 

4792.  Was  that  some  time  ago  ? — Some  years  ago. 

4793.  What  caused  the  reduction  from  8/.  Ss,  to 
6/.  10*.? — I  think  it  was  this  agitation  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  1872  ;  the  magistrates  would 
not  convict  for  hawking  outside  what  they  considered 
the  old  town,  and  we  had  two  or  three  lawsuits 
which  have  been  very  expensive,  and  owing  to  these 
men  hawking,  and  the  difficultv  we  have  had  with  them, 
having  to  put  watchers  on  to  catch  them,  and  the 
prosecutions,  we  -have  only  received  very  small  fees 
from  them,  and  that  has  run  away  with  a  great  deal 
of  our  profit ;  and  the  effect  of  hawking  on  the  market 
is  that  nearly  half  of  the  covered  market  is  now 
unlet. 

4794.  Have  you  found  that  it  is  getting  more  and 
more  vacant  ? — It  is  getting  more  and  more  vacant, 
certainly. 

479^.  The  general  result  you  say  is  that  a  large 
number  of  stalls  are  to  let  and  that  the  income 
has  gone  down  and  the  dividend  has  consequently 
diminished  ? — ^That  is  so. 

4796.  You  attribute  that  to  hawking  in  the  streets  ? 
— Ghiefiy  ;  in  some  years  the  diminution  in  our  profits 
has  been  due  to  the  expense  of  these  lawsuits. 

4797.  You  used  at  one  time  to  grant  licenses  to 
hawkers  ? — Yes,  that  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  magistrates;  they  thought  it  would  be  a  con- 
venience to  the  public  that  hawkers  should  hawk 
goods  outside  a  certain  radius,  and  we,  without  taking 
legal  opinion  upon  the  subject,  granted  licenses  to 
hawkers  in  that  form. 

4798.  Were  those  licenses  issued  to  any  large 
extent  ? — No,  the  first  year  70  only  were  applied  for, 
and  in  the  second  year  only  12  of  those  70  were 
renewed. 

4799.  Did  you  find  that  the  issuing  of  those  licenses 
diminished  the  sales  in  the  market  ? — (Mr,  Collier.) 
People  found  it  more  profitable  to  go  hawking  than 
remain  in  the  market  and  pay  stallage. 

4S00.  At  the  time  that  you  were  licensing  people  to 
sell  in  the  streets,  did  you  find  that  there  was  less 
buying  and  selling  in  the  market  ? — Not  till  after  the 
licensing  had  been  in  operation  for  a  year  or  two, 
then  we  found  that  the  receipts  got  gradually  less. 

4801.  {To  Mr.  Killtnister.)  After  what  has  hap- 
pened do  you  still  continue  the  prosecutions  with 
respect  to  these  hawkers  ? — No,  we  have  not  done  so 
the  last  two  or  three  months  because  it  is  utterly  use- 
less ;  the  hawkers  prefer  to  pay  the  1*.  and  be  pro- 
secuted. I  suppose  they  make  a  pretty  good  profit 
and  can  easily  afford  to  pay  the  fine ;  the  town  is  now 
overrun  with  hawkers,  and  the  Act  of  Parliament  is 
9et  at  defiance 

4802.  {Mr.  Little,)  By  the  Act  of  1872  a  larger 
area  was  substituted  for  the  smaller  one  for  all  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  Eochdale  ? — ^For  all  the 
Acts  of  Parliament. 

4803.  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  corporation  and  the 
company  agreed  to  that  clause  ? — ^The  corporation  and 
the  company  agreed  to  that  cbmse.  We  were  aoins^ 
to  oppose  another  clause  that  they  put  in  with  regard 
to  purchase  and  other  things,  and  ultimately  they 
agreed  that  clause  42  should  stand  in  the  Bill. 

4804.  If  it  were  said  that  it  was  a  sort  of  accident 
making  all  the  Acts  of  Parliament  then  in  force  in  the 
town  and  borough  applicable,  by  which  a  larger  area 
was  to  be  taken  for  market  purposes,  you  would  con- 
tend tfiat  that  was  not  correct ;  you  say  that  it  was 
agreed  to  by  the  corporation  ? — Yes  ;  certainly  I  was 
not  then  the  clerk,  my  father  was,  and  I  understood 
from  him  that  a  great  deal  of  negotiation  went  on 
between  the  representatives  of  the  market  and  the 


representatives  of  the  corporation ;  we  were  to  have 
opposed  the  proposal  of  the  corporation  with  regard 
to  purchasing  ud,  and  ultimately  they  agreed  to  that 
clause  as  it  stood  ;  that  is  how  I  understood  it. 

4805.  Your  Act  of  1822  regulated  the  tolls  in  the 
new  market,  but  it  did  not  r^ulate  Uiose  of  the  old 
market,  did  it? — No,  I  do  not  know  that  it  did 
include  the  tolls  of  the  old  market. 

4806.  ^our  tolls  that  are  taken  in  the  old  market 
are  not  taken  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  except  in 
so  fui*  as  that  Act  transferred  the  rights  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor  to  you  ? — That  is  so. 

4807.  What  ratio  do  the  tolls  or  stallages  that  are 
charged  there  bear  to  those  in  the  new  market  ? — 
They  are  about  the  same. 

4808.  It  is  an  uncovered  market? — Yes,  and  the 
other  is  partly  covered  and  pai'tly  uncovered. 

4S09.  Do  you  know  how  the  tolls  taken  in  the  old 
market  compai*e  with  those  that  were  taken  by  Lord 
Byron  before  the  market  was  purchased  ?— That  1  ilo 
not  know. 

4810.  I  presume  tolls  were  taken  by  Lord  Byron; 
if  there  had  been  no  tolls  before  you  took  the  market 
you  could  not  have  taken  tolls  ? — Tolls  are  expressly 
mentioned  in  the  purchase  deed,  but  none  are  taken. 

4811.  But  they  are  not  defined? — They  are  not 
defined. 

4812.  {Mr,  Maclean.)  At  what  price  are  your  LOG/, 
shares  quoted  now  ? — The  last  sale,  I  think,  was  at 
142/. ;  they  have  been  as  high  as  166/. 

4813.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  of  your 
market  ? —  None  that  we  are  aware  of,  no  direct 
complaints.  We  see  these  reports  of  what  some  of 
the  speakers  say  at  the  town  council  meetings. 

4814.  That  is  more  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
hawking  ? — Quite  so ;  I  have  heard  of  no  complaints 
with  reference  to  the  management  of  the  market. 

4815.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  town  about 
this  question  of  hawking  among  the  lower  classes,  is 
there  not — Yes. 

4816.  A  feeling  antagonistic  to  the  market  autho- 
rities ? — Yes. 

4817.  That  is  taken  up,  if  not  by  the  town  cooncil 
as  a  bodv,  at  any  rate  by  certain  members  of  the  town 
council  ? — Yes. 

4818.  And  they  have  expressed  very  strong  views 
about  it?— Yes. 

4819.  In  fact,  some  of  them  have  suggested  thkt 
the  law  might  be  useAilly  defied  under  the  circum- 
stances?— Quite  so. 

4820.  You  told  one  of  the  Commissioners  that  you 
did  not  know  any  instance  of  any  town  or  any  borough 
where  the  market  authority  had  such  powers  as  yours, 
namely,  of  prohibiting  persons  from  hawking  m  the 
streets  ?— Personally  I  do  not  know  of  any  instance 
without  power  to  grant  licenses ;  I  do  not  say  there 
are  no  instances,  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

4821.  Does  not  it  appear  to  you  to  be  a  very  strong 
power  for  a  mai'ket  to  possess  ? — ^Yes,  in  the  absence 
of  a  power  to  grant  licenses. 

4822.  And  a  power  somewhat  restrictive  of  trade? 
— Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so. 

4828.  You  said  that  the  fact  of  your  being  able  to 
prevent  hawkers  from  hawking  was  not  injurious  to 
the  lower  classes  because  they  had  shops  in  their 
neighbourhood? — I  suggested  that  fdiops  spring  up 
where  there  are  no  hawker? 

4824.  Do  you  agree  with  me  that  the  poorer  classes 
would,  as  a  rule,  have  to  pay  a  good  deal  more  even 
at  small  shops  than  they  would  if  they  bought  their 
goods  of  hawkers? — I  do  not  know  that,  but  the 
persons  who  get  the  profit  on  this  hawking  are  not 
people  who  live  in  Rochdale ;  the  town  does  not  get 
anything  out  of  them  in  rates,  they  are  people  who 
come  into  the  town  from  Manchester. 

4826.  I  am  dealing  with  the  subject  from  the  point 
of  view  of  advantage  to  the  working  clnsses  in 
llochdale,-  have  you  given  any  attention  to  this 
subject^  namely,  whether  it  is  not  for  the  advantage 
of  the  poorer  classes  that  hawking  instead  of  being 
discountenanced     should    be    rather    looked    upon 
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with  favour  ? — I  really  cannot  answer  the  question. 
I  have  had  no  experience  to  enable  me  to  give  an 
loiswer  to  it.  All  I  know  is,  that  hawkers  are 
generally  supposed  to  sell  their  things  cheap. 

4826.  One  oF  your  suggestions,  as  I  understand,  is 
that  the  proprietor*  of  the  market  should  have  a 
statutory  power  given  them  to  grant  a  permit  to 
hawkers  to  hawk  within  the  borough  limit. — ^Yes. 

4827.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  And  at  a  fixed 
fee?— Yes. 

4828.  {Mr,  Maclean.)  That  you  have  been  doing, 
butyou  were  advised  that  you  had  no  power  to  do  so  ? 
"■"  xes. 

4829.  (Mr.  Charrington)  What  charge  did  you 
make  for  these  permits  to  hawkers  ? — (Mr,  Collier.) 
Thirty  shillings  a  year  to  a  hawker  wiUi  a  horse  and 
cart,  1/.  a  year  to  a  hawker  with  a  hand  cart  or 
barrow,  and  10^.  to  a  hawker  witli  a  basket ;  and  we 
had  to  police  the  town  for  it ;  that  is  to  say,  we  had 
to  have  our  own  police  to  keep  these  people  under 
control. 

4830.  {To  Mr.  KillmUter.)  You  stated  that  this 
hawking  still  goes  on  in  spite  of  you  ? — Yes,  the  town 
is  overrun  with  hawkers,  because  the  decision  of  the 


magistrates  in  simply  infiictiug  a  shilling  fine  acts  as 
an  encouragement  to  them  ;  they  think  they  are  sup- 
ported by  the  magistrates  and  they  defy  our  Act  of 
Parliament. 

4831.  {Chairman,)  Do  all  the  magistrates  take  the 
same  view  ? — Not  all,  I  believe.  I  am  afraid  those 
who  take  the  view  against  us  principally  attend — the 
others  keep  away. 

4832.  {Mr,  Maclean,)  In  the  election  for  the  town 
council  is  this  made  a  burning  question? — {Mr, 
Collier.)  It  is  becoming  a  politicial  question  in 
the  town  ;  they  are  making  it  a  political  question. 

4838.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau)  I  think  under  the 
Act  yon  cleanse  the  streets  round  the  market? — 
{Mr,  Collier,)  Yes,  we  pay  people  for  removing 
the  refuse  from  the  streets  immediately  in  connexion 
with  the  market  every  week  ;  formerly  we  paid  the 
corporation  for  doing  it,  and  we  paid  them  20/.  a 
year ;  then  they  asked  us  more  than  double.  They 
said  that  they  would  not  remove  it  under  60/.  a  year ; 
and  now  we  pay  40/.  a  year  to  private  contractors. 

4834.  You  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  repairing,  or 
lighting,  or  sewering  the  streets  ? — We  pay  our  im- 
provement rate,  d«.  \0d.  in  the  £, 


Mr.  a  B, 
KiUmster  and 
Mr,C.  Coliier. 

19  April  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'c'rock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


NINETEENTH  DAY. 


Friday,  80th  April  1888. 


pbbsent: 
Thb  Right  Hon.  LORD  BALFOUR  OF  BURLEIGH  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childbbs,  MJi*. 
Sib  James  Pobtbr  Oobrt,  Bart.,  M  J*.  I 

Sib  Thomas  Mabtinbau. 


Mb.  William  C.  Little. 

Mb.  Jambs  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mb.  T.  Babclat  Cogkbbton,  Secretary, 


Mr.  William  Johnson  Clegg  examined. 


4835.  {Chairman.)  You  are  mayor  of  Sheffield, 
and  have  been  a  member  of  the  town  conncil  for 
upwards  of  15  years  ? — Yes. 

4886.  You  are  here  by  the  r.-quest  of  the  corpora- 
tion to  i^ive  evidence  to-day  ? — ^That  is  so. 

4837.  You  have  been  a  member  of  the  health  com- 
mittee for  15  years,  and  for  eight  years  you  liave  been 
its  chairman  ? — Yes. 

4838.  And  you  liave  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town  ? — ^I  have. 

4889.  I  believe  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  extensive 
rights  with  r^ard  to  the  Sheffield  markets,  and  has 
been  in  communication  with  the  corporation  with  the 
view  of  a  transfer  taking  place  to  the  corporation  ? — 
That  is  so. 

4840.  Will  you  state  the  negotiations  in  your  own 
way  ? — Previous  to  the  year  1874  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  talk  about  obtaining  the  market  rights,  and  on 
the  12th  of  August  1374  the  town  council  resolved 
**  that  the  improvement  committee  be  authorised  to 
**  enter  into  negotiations  wiih  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
**  Norfolk  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  his 
'*  Grace  will  consent  to  transfer  the  Sheffield  markets 
**  to  the  corporation,  and  upon  what  terms." 


Mr,  TV.  J. 

CUgq, 


s 
4841.    The    markets    consist     of    (1)    the    Com 
Exchange,  for  the  sale  of  grain  by  sample ;  (2)  the    so  April  1888. 

Fitzalan  Market  Hall,  for  the  sale  of  butcher's  meat, 

fish,  game,  poultry,  8lc.\  (3)  the  Norfolk  Market 
Hall,  for  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  fruit  by  retail, 
clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  small  wares,  and  all  manner 
of  miscellaneous  goods ;  (4)  the  Castle  Folds  Market, 
for  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  fruit  by  wholesale :  (5) 
the  Smithfield  Market,  for  the  sale  of  hay,  straw,  and 
fodder,  cattle,  and  swine ;  and  (6)  what  is  called  the 
Sheaf  Market^  for  the  sale  of  ftnscellaneous  goods  ? — 
That  is  so.  I  can  give  you  the  area  of  those  markets. 
I  am  now  reading  from  the  report  of  the  improvement 
committee  which  was  presented  to  the  council  on  the 
27th  of  December  1875.  The  Fitzalan  Market  com- 
prises an  estimated  area  of  2,920  square  yards ;  the 
Norfolk  Mariset  Hall  comprises  an  estimated  area  of 
3,630  square  yards ;  the  Castle  Folds  Market  com- 
prises an  estimated  area  of  2,330  square  yards ; 
the  Corn  Exchange  comprises  an  estmiated  area 
of  2,430  square  yards  ;  the  Haymarket  com- 
prises an  estimated  area  of  5,570  square  yards, 
including  about  1,200  yards  for  a  proposed  new 
road ;  the  Smithfield  Market  comprises  an  estimated 
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>/r.  W.  J.  area  of  13,600  square  yards ;  and  the  Victoria  Station 
(■legg.  approach  and  arches  comprise  an  estiinat<^d  area  of 
— 7-  2,000  square  yards,  making  a  total  of  32,480  square 

20  April  18S8.  ya^ds.  Those  were  the  markets  proposed  to  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  purchase.  The  site  of  the  present 
killing  shambles  is  not  included,  it  being  considered 
desirable  to  remove  the  slaughter-houses  as  soon  as 
possible  to  a  more  convenient  locality.  The  improve- 
ment committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  I 
have  read,  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  confer  with 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  agent,  to  ascertain  upon  v^hat 
terms  he  would  transfer  the  markets.  Negotiations 
wont  on  for  some  time,  and  on  the  27th  December 
1875  the  sub-committee  made  a  report,  which  stated 
that  on  the  payment  of  267,450/.  his  Grace  would 
consider  any  proposal  which  might  be  made  as  to  the 
payment  of  the  purchase  money.  The  gross  income 
from  the  markets  durins:  the  year  1874-5  was 
9,533/.  18*.  M.J  and  the  expenses  taken  on  an  aver- 
:i<?c  of  the  preceding  six  years  amounted  to  nearly 
30,00/. ;  and  then  it  was  computed  that  the  gross  in- 
come from  ail  sources  from  Lady  Day  1876  would  be 
10,000/.  per  annum.  After  the  negotiations  had 
taken  place  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  . 
to  reconrmend  the  corporation  to  give  the  267,450/., 
there  was  a  condition  proposed  by  the  committee  that 
his  Grace  should  allow  the  purchase  money  to  remain 
on  mortgage  at  3  per  cent,  interest,  and  accept  pay- 
ment of  the  same  by  instalments  of  principal  and 
interest  spread  over  a  period  of  50  years.  Taking  the 
purchase  at  the  net  amount  of  profit  that  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  was  then  making  out  of  the  markets,  6,563/., 
it  was  a  little  over  40  years'  purchase,  but  taking  it 
at  the  estimated  amount  that  it  was  to  come  to  by  the 
end  of  the  then  year  in  which  the  negotiations  were 
taking  place  it  was  38  years'  purchase.  The  cor- 
poration approved  of  the  bargain  that  the  committee 
proposed,  which  decision  was  communicated  to  the 
Duke's  agent,  and  on  the  5th  of  February  1876  the 
Duke's  agent  handed  to  the  town  clerk  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  Messrs.  Few  and  Company,  the 
solicitors  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  a  copy  of  which 
letter  I  have  here.  It  is  dated  4th  of  February 
1876.  That  letter  contained  the  following  terms  as 
being  those  proposed  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  :  "  The 
"  proposed  terms  as  to  rate  of  interest  and  times  of 
"  payment  cannot  possibly  be  accepted,  but  the  Duke 
'*  of  Norfolk  and  his  trustees  are  disposed  to  sell 
"  those  markets  at  the  figure  of  267,450/.  on  the 
"  following  basis  : — 1.  Ten  per  cent.,  that  is,  26,745/., 
"  to  be  paid  down  on  the  signing  of  the  contract  ; 
"  40,705/.,  with  interest  at  4  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
"  remaining  due,  to  be  paid  in  12  months'  time ;  and 
"  the  payment  of  the  residue  (being  200,000/.)  to 
"  be  spread  over  25  years,  and  reduced  by  annual 
"  instalments  of  8,000/.  each,  with  interest  at  4  per 
"  cent,  on  the  amount  from  time  i&  time  remaining 
*^  unpaid,  such  interest  to  be  payable  half-yearly. 
"  2.  The  nature  of  the  security  to  be  given  for  the 
"  210,705/.  and  the  interest  accruing  due  thereon 
"  will  have  to  be  carefully  considered  and  approved 
"  on  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  his  trustees, 
"  and  as  to  which  at  present  we  have  no  informa- 
"  tion."  Then  the  next  paragraph  expresses  a  doubt 
as  to  whether  it  could  be  done  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  Then  the  fourth  paragraph  is :  '*  The 
"  corporation  would  not,  of  course,  be  allowed  to 
**  enter  into  possession  and  receipt  of  the  markets' 
"  income  until  the  purchase  is  completed.  5.  Some 
"  fair  limit  of  time  must  be  specified  within  which  the 
"  contract  (if  entered  into)  must  be  carried  out."  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  further  in  that  letter 
that  I  need  read. 

1842.  What  action  did  the  corporation  take  with 
regard  to  that  letter  ? — The  improvement  committee 
resolved,  *'  That  this  committee,  having  heard  read 
"  the  f'Tcgoii'./  letter  from  Messrs.  Few  and  Com- 
*'  pany,  are  of  opinion  that  tlio  proposal  for  the  pur- 
"  chase  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  market  rights  upon 
**  the  terms  indicated  in  that  letter  cannot  in  the 
"  interests  of  the  town  be  further  proceeded  with, 


^^  and  that  the  chairman  be  requested  to  move  a  reso- 
"  lution  to  this  effect  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
"  council."  The  next  meeting  of  the  council  was 
held  on  the  9th  of  February  1876,  and  what  had  been 
done  was  reported  to  the  council,  and  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  was  all  but  unanimously 
adopted.  Personally,  1  suggested  that  instead  of 
ceasing  all  further  negotiations  they  should  keep  the 
matter  open  and  try  to  negotiate  further,  but  the 
council  were  so  indignant  at  the  terms  attempted  to 
be  imposed  that  they  would  not  do  anything  more, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  improvement  committee  was 
confirmed  by  the  council  at  that  meeting  held  on  the 
9th  of  February.  Subsequently  another  letter  was 
received  from  Messrs.  Few  and  Company,  dated  the 
16th  of  February  1876,  and  upon  the  receipt  of  that 
letter  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
improvement  committee:  •*  That  the  town  clerk  be 
**  instructed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Messrs. 
*  Few  and  Company's  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  and 
**  to  say  that  the  committee,  while  regretting  that  any 
"  annoyance  should  have  been  occasioned  to  his  Grace 
^  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  or  to  his  trustees,  would  point 
"  out  that  the  publication  of  the  newspaper  reports 
"  in  question  was  not  only  unauthorised  by  the  com- 
^^  mittee  but  contrary  to  their  wish,  and  also  that  any 
"  remarks  which  were  made  by  any  members  of  the 
^  council  at  the  meeting  on  the  9th  instant  were 
^^  made  by  those  gentlemen  in  their  individual  capa- 
^^  city  alone,  and  that  the  committee  have  in  com- 
"  piiance  with  the  request  of  Messrs.  Few  and  Com- 
"  pany  ordered  their  letter  and  this  reply  to  be 
**  entered  upon  the  minutes."  Then  some  time  after 
that  an  attempt  was  made  to  open  negotiations  afresh, 
but  nothing  came  of  it.  In  the  expectation  that  the 
arrangement  would  be  carried  out  the  council  autho- 
rised notices  to  be  given  for  an  application  to  Parlia- 
ment to  enable  the  corporation  to  carry  out  any 
arrangement  that  might  be  made,  and  the  usual  steps 
were  taken  ior  some  time  till  the  negotiations  fell 
through,  and  then,  of  course,  the  application  dropped. 
In  the  year  1872  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  obtained  an 
Act  of  Pariiament  known  as  the  Sheffield  Markets 
Act,  1872,  under  which  he  is  authorised  with  the 
consent  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  make 
certain  rules  and  regulations  as  to  the  prices  to  be 
charged  for  the  spaces  occupied  in  the  markets.  The 
amounts  which  the  Duke  is  authorised  to  charge 
under  the  Sheffield  Markets  Act,  1872,  are  very  con- 
siderable, but  from  inquiries  I  have  made  I  find  that 
in  a  great  many  cases  he  does  not  charge  the  amounts 
which  he  is  legally  entitled  to  charge ;  at  the  same 
time  this  may  on  future  occasions  be  made  a  source 
of  annoyance  to  the  persons  who  occupy  the  markets 
if  there  should  be  any  great  amount  of  competition 
for  places.  In  my  judgment  the  maximum  which  the 
Duke  is  entiled  to  charge  should  be  veiy  considerably 
reduced ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  markets  should 
be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  coqwration, 
not  only  at  Sheffield,  but  in  eveiy  municipal  borough, 
and  that  power  should  be  given  to  the  local  authority 
to  compulsorily  piu*chase  such  markets  at  a  reasonable 
price.  In  Manchester  and  a  great  many  other  places 
the  markets  are  vested  in  the  corporation,  I  consider 
that  such  price  should  not  be  les?  than  15  nor  more 
than  20  years  on  the  net  amount  received  during  a 
period  of  six  years  preceding  the  date  when  the  pur- 
chase takes  place,  and  that  no  sum  should  be  paid  for 
compensation  for  prospective  increase  in  the  income, 
inasmuch  as  the  owner  of  the  markets  really  does 
nothing  to  improve  the  town  and  its  manufactures, 
and  that  it  is  a  monopoly  that  ought  to  be  abolished 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

4843.  Would  that  basis  be  sufficient  to  cover  any 
capital  expenditure  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  or  any 
other  market  owner  might  have  expended  upon  his 
property? — So  far  as  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  con- 
cerned I  think  20  years'  purchase  would  recoup  him 
all  the  money  he  has  spent  upon  what  I  may  call  the 
old  markets ;  but  since  we  have  been  in  negotiation 
with  him  he  has  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in  pull- 
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ing  down  the  old  Corn  Exchan^  and  converting  it 
into  a  covered  market,  and  also  in  the  erection  of  the 
Com  Exchange  offices,  and  so  forth,  and  I  very 
much  doubt,  though  I  have  no  data  to  go  on,  whether 
he  getA  as  much  as  3  per  cent,  upon  what  he  has 
expended. 

4844.  I  may  tell  you  that  the  owner  of  the  market, 
in  a  statement  signed  by  himeelf  in  answer  to  the 
quention  "  What  is  the  amount  of  the  capital  expen- 
**  diture  incurred  in  raspect  of  the  provision  of  market 
««  accommodation  ?  "  says,  "  This  exceeds  200,000/., 
**  besides  the  money  paid  for  some  of  the  sites,  which 
*^  latter  it  would  not  be  easy  to  ascertain  as  such  sites 
**  were  acquired  long  aeo  '*  ? — I  cannot  speak  to  the 
d^tal  expenditure ;  I  remember  a  good  many  years 
ago  he  bought  by  compulsory  power  the  interest  of 
some  of  the  leaseholders  who  held  by  lease  under  him, 
he  having  the  fee  in  himself,  I  do  not  know  what  he 
has  expended  on  this  new  part. 

4845.  You  would  like  some  more  detailed  informa- 
tion before  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  what  the 
capital  expenditure  has  been  ? — ^Yes,  as  to  the  new 
^)art,  but  as  to  the  old  part  of  the  market  20  yeare' 
purchase  would  amp^  compensate  him  for  that,  if 
not,  he  is  not  making  much  out  of  his  investment. 

4846.  You  are  aware  that  the  net  income  of  the 
market  has  considerably  increased  since  the  time  you 
bpeak  of? — Yes,  that  must  of  necessity  have  been  so 
because  of  the  expenditure  of  the  large  sum  of  money 
I  have  just  referred  to. 

4847.  The  net  income  is  stated  to  be  now  rather 
over  10,000/.  a  year  ? — Then  according  to  that  it  has 
increased  something  like  3,000/.  a  year  since  1872. 

4848.  In  addition  to  the  markets,  does  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  own  some  slaughter-houses  ? — Yes,  there 
are  some  slaughter-houses  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk.  For  a  very  long  time  we  have  been  com- 
plaining of  those  places ;  they  are  erected  on  the  river 
bank, and  the  refuse  from  them  at  one  tmie  went  into  the 
river,  and  they  were  an  intolerable  nuisance.  There 
were  some  little  things  done  to  them  so  as  to  prevent 
refuse  going  into  the  river,  and  so  forth,  still  they  are 
very  far  from  being  satisfactory.  Under  the  Act  of 
1872  the  Duke  got  power  to  erect  new  slaughter- 
houses, but  he  has  not  done  so  up  to  the  present  time. 
On  the  4th  of  February  1886  the  health  committee 
resolved  :  ''  That  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
'^  be  called  to  the  urgent  necessity  that  exists  for  the 
«  provision  of  proper  and  sufficient  pnblic  slaughter- 
*'  houses  in  the  borough  of  Sheffield,  and  that  his 
"  Grace  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  com- 
"  mittee  when  it  is  likely  that  the  erection  will  be 
'^  commenced  with  the  slaughter-houses  authorised 
"  by  the  Sheffield  Markets  Act,  1872."  We  had  pre- 
viously called  his  attention  to  it,  and  we  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  he  had  had  sufficient  time  to 
consider  the  matter  that  resolution  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Ellison,  the  Duke's  agent.  On  the  12th  of 
February  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  paid  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Then  in  the  month  of  May  1886  we 
had  a  vis^.t  from  Dr.  Davies,  one  of  the  medical 
officei's  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  he  made 
a  report  to  the  health  conmiittee  on  various  matters, 
and  one  of  the  things  that  he  said  were  required  was 
this:  "The  provision  of  a  well  constructed  atid 
**  properly  sitnated  public  slaughter-house.  This  is  a 
**  very  marked  and  pressing  need  in  this  sanitary 
**  district ;  many  of  the  existing  slaughter-houses  are 
'*  quite  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  and  the  situation 
**  of  these  is  frequently  very  undesirable."  A  copy  of 
that  vras  seat  to  the  Duke*s  agent,  Mr.  Ellison,  on  the 
1st  of  June  1886  ;  and  on  the  18th  of  June  Mr.  Ellison 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  it,  and  says :  *'  With 
"  reference  to  the  inquiries  made  in  your  letters  of 
"  the  lltn  February  aad  Ist  June  of  this  year,  I 
<*  have  been  considering  the  requirements  demanded 
^*  by  the  supplies  of  meat  to  the  town  in  order  that  I 
"  may  submit  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  the  information 
<*  wbieb  his  Grace  will  recjuire  before  ho  can  deter- 


**  mine  the  nature  and  extent  'of  the  accommodation      M^r.  W.  J, 

**  to  be  provided  to  meet  them.     For  this  purpose  it  ^^99- 

"  appears  to  be  necessary  that  I  should  know  what  is  ~ 

"  the  intention  of  the  corporation  as  to  the  private    ^oApnllsH  ? 

"  slaughter-houses,  of  which  there  are  a  number  now 

"  licensed  in  different  parts  of  the  town.     Is  it  con- 

**  templated  that  private  places  for  this  purpose  shall 

"  continue  to  receive  licenses,  or  is  it  intended  that 

"  all   parties   shall   be   compelled   to  use  the  public 

**  slaughter-houses  authorised  by  the  Sheffield  Markets 

"  Act,  1872  P'     On  the  25th  of  Juno  1886  the  town 

clerk  replied  as  follows  to  Mr.  Ellison  :  **  Your  letter 

"  of  the  18th  instant  has  had  the  careful  consideration 

"  of  the  heali  h  committee  of  the  town  council,  who 

"  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  the  council  have  not 

"  the    power    to    prevent    the   use  of  the    private 

"  slaughter-houses  which  are  now  licensed  or  regis- 

"  tered,  but  in  the  event  of  public  slaughter-houses 

"  being  erected  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  the  com- 

**  mittee   would   use  their   influence  to   induce  the 

'*  occupiers  of  unsuitable   slaughter-liouaes   to   avail 

**  themselves  of  the  better  accommodation  provided  by 

**  his  Grace.     The  committee  have  reason  to  believe 

"  from  the  report  of  their  officers  that  the  occupiers 

**  of  many  of  the    existing  slaughter-houses   would 

**  readily  use  superior  premises   if  such  were   pro- 

"  vided."     We  instructed   the  officers  of  the  health 

department  to  make  those  inquiries,  and  that  was  the 

result.      Then   Mr.   Ellison   writes    a    letter    simply 

acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  town  clerk's  letter  of 

the  25th  of  June,  and  asking  if  we  could  give  him  the 

present  number  of  licensed  private  slaughter-houses. 

The  town  clerk  on  the  9th  of  July,  in  reply  to  that 

letter,  says  :  "  There  are  190  private  slaughter-houses 

"  in  the  borough   of   Sheffield.     Of  these    140  are 

<*  registered,  and  50  are  licensed.     The  distinction  is, 

**  as  you  are  aware,  that  the   registered   slaughter- 

**  houses  are  such  as  were  occupied  for  the  purpose 

*'  before    the    adoption    of  the    Local    Government 

"  Act  in    Sheffield  in  1864,  and   the   licensed   pre- 

"  mises   are   such    as    have   been    established    since 

**  that    dat-e."      All   the   old   slaughter-houses  were 

entitled  to  be  registered  and  did  not  require  to  be 

licensed;  but  from  1864,  when  the  Act  was  adopted, 

to  the  9ih  of  July  1886  we  had  only  really  licensed  50 

cf  those  over  which  we  had  any  jurisdiction.     Then 

naatters  stood  from  July  1886  till  7th  of  January  1887, 

and  not  having  heard  anything  more  from  the  Duke  of 

Nortolk  or  his  agent,  the  town  clerk  was  then  directed 

by  the  health  committee  to  refer  Mr.  Ellison  to  the 

correspondence  that  took  place  in  the  preeeth'ng  year 

with   reference  to  the  condition  of  slaugiiter-house 

accommodation ;    and  then    the   letter    goes    on    as 

follow :    *'  The   committee  are   convinced   that   it    is 

"  becoming  imperatively  necessary  that  such  additional 

"  accommodation  should  b**  provided,  and  they  will 

"  be  glad  to  learn  in  compliance  with  their  previous 

"  request  what  decision  his  Grace  has  arrived  at  on 

"  the  subject."     Two  or  three  days  after,  on  the  10th 

of  January,  Mr.  Ellison  writes  :  "  I  am  not  yet  in  a 

"  position  to  give  a  conclusive  reply  to  your  letter  of 

"  the  7th  instant.     A  great  deal  of  trouble  has  been 

"  taken  to  acquire  information  on  this  subject,  and 

"  many  visits  have  been  paid  to  towns  in  which  it  is 

*'  considered  the   most  approved  and  effective   pro- 

**  vision  has  been  made  for  all  purposes  in  connexion 

"  wilh  the  meat  supply.     All  this  information  is  now 

"  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  I  )uke  of  Norfolk,  and  his 

**  Grace's    instructions  taken.      The    decision    when 

"  arrived  at  shall  be  communicated  to   you."      No 

further  correspondence  took  place  until  the   14  th  of 

May  1887,  when  the  town  clerk  was  again  requested 

to  call  Mr.  Ellison's  attention  to  the  matter,  and  in 

his  letter  he  says :  "  The  committee  will  feel  obliged 

"  if  you  will  inform  me  whether  his  Grace  has  yet 

"  given  any  instructions  with  regard  to  the  informa- 

**  tion  which  you  stat3  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  of 

"  January  la&t  was  about  to  be  submitted  to  him." 

Two  days  after,  tho  16th  of  May,  the  Duke's  agent 

wrote :  *'  Owing  to  circumstances  to  which  I  thiok  it 

<*  unnecessary  more  particularly  to  refer,  the  informa. 
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Mr,  W.  J.  »(  Hon  I  have  obtained  has  not  yet  been  submitted  to 

(^99-  «  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.    It  will,  however,  be  before 

."T^aftft  **  *»»   QiTh/ce^  within  a  few   days."     We  knew  the 

20  Apm  1W8.  ^.^yjjig  ^Yl^  j)^jje  ^38  in  just  at  that  time  ;  that  was 

really  a  good  reason  why  nothing  was  done.  Then 
on  the  30th  of  June  1887  the  Duke's  agent  writes  as 
follows :  **  I  have  had  plans  prepared  for  new  slaughter- 
^<  houses  to  be  erected  on  the  site  scheduled  in  the 
«  Markets  Act,  1872,  adjoining  Bernard  Road,  and  I 
<*  have  requested  a  few  of  the  butchers  to  attend  here 
*«  on  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock.  Should  the  chair- 
"  man  of  the  health  committee  with  yourself  desure  to 
**  attend  (informally)  on  the  occasion  I  should  be  very 
"  glad  to  see  you.**  The  town  dork  replied  that  we 
would  attend.  I  was  not  able  to  go,  but  the  plans 
were  sent  up  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee, 
and,  with  very  few  alterations  in  detail,  they  appeared 
to  be  very  suitable  ;  the  site  chosen  I  thought  was  ad- 
mirable. On  the  8th  of  July  we  thanked  him. for  the 
plans.  Then  from  July  1887  to  March  1888  we 
heard  nothing  further  from  the  Duke's  agent,  and  on 
the  1 7th  of  March  1888  the  town  clerk  w«  instructed 
to  write  this  letter :  "  I  am  directed  by  the  health 
**  committee  of  the  Sheffield  town  council  to  again 
"  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  proceeding 
**  with  the  erection  of  the  slaughter-houses  proposed 
"  to  be  erected  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
"  near  Bernard  Roieul.  You  will  remember  that  early 
**  in  July  last  you  were  good  enough  to  send,  for  the 
"  inspection  of  the  health  committee,  certain  plans  of 
**  the  proposed  buildings,  and  you  promised  to  for- 
<c  ward  to  the  committee  the  detniled  plans  of  the 
*^  same  when  completed.  The  committee  will  be  glad 
^  to  learn  whether  such  detailed  plans  are  now 
**  ready."  On  the  21st  of  March  1888  we  received 
this  letter  from  the  Duke's  agent:  **  Almost  imme- 
*^  diately  after  the  submission  to  the  health  committee 
"  of  plans  for  proposed  new  slaughter-houses,  I  found 
^*  that  the  land  proposed  as  the  site  for  them  could 
**  not  be  adapted  to  the  purpose  except  at  very  con- 
"  siderable  exi)enseJ  I  therefore  considered  it  de- 
*•  sirable  to  change  the  site  if  this  could  possibly  be 
"  done.  This  proposed  change  of  site,  however,  in- 
**  volved  very  considerable  delay,  and  it  was  not  until 
'^  the  end  of  the  year  that  I  could  satisfy  myself  that 
"  it  could  be  effected.  By  that  time  the  Royal  Com- 
**  mission  on  Market  Rights  had  been  constituted,  and 
<'  I  have  judged  it  advisable,  awaiting  the  report  of 
**  the  Commission,  to  advise  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to 
<'  postpone  any  forther  considerable  expenditure  in 
'^  connexion  with  the  markets.  I  have  come  to  this 
'<  conclusion  the  more  readily  because  more  than  one 
«'  half  of  the  number  of  beasts  and  sheep  slaughtered 
"  are  slaughtered  upon  premises  over  which,  being  the 
**  property  of  his  lessees,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  no 
"  control."  So,  with  the  exception  of  the  slight  im- 
provement that  has  been  made,  we  are  now  in  the 
same  position  with  reference  to  these  slaughter-houses 
as  we  were  in  1872,  when  the  Act  was  obtained. 
The  reason  now  given  for  not  carrying  out  what  was 
proposed  is  the  sitting  of  this  Commission.  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  claims  a  monopoly,  and  has,  in  fact, 
the  monopoly  of  the  markets,  and  also  of  the  erection 
of  slaughter-bouses,  and  we  are  obliged  to  submit. 

4849.  I  understand  you  complain  of  the  monopoly ; 
but  do  you  complain  of  the  charges  which  the  Duke 
is  allowed  to  impose  under  his  Acts, and  does  impose  ? 
— I  think  the  amount  that  he  is  entitled  to  charge  is 
excessive,  but  I  do  not  think  the  amount  he  actually 
does  charge  is  thought  by  the  persons  who  sell  goods 
in  the  markets  to  be  excessive. 

4850.  Considering  the  capital  which  he  has  ex- 
pended ? — That  is  so.  There  is  no  complaint,  that  I 
am  aware  of  now,  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  markets 
or  the  charges  that  are  made ;  but  there  is  a  power  to 
levy,  what  I  consider,  high  charge?. 

4851.  You  think  that  the  corporation  of  an  im- 
portant town  like  Sheffield  should  have  the  control  of 
a  matter  so  vitally  affecting  the  interests  of  the  inhabi- 
tants as  markets  and  slaughter-houses  ?— «I  do. 


4852.  {Sir  Thames  Mariineau.)  You  were  willing 
to  give  in  1875  a  price  which  was  from  38  to  40  years' 
purchase  on  tlie  profit  ? — Yes. 

4853.  I  suppose  that  such  a  price  as  that  was 
arrived  at  n  good  deal  with  the  expectation  of  a  future 
increase  ? — Yes.  Thera  was  some  talk  about  future 
increase,  and  the  course  of  events  proved  that  that  was 
right  to  some  extent. 

4854.  To  the  extent  of  nearly  4,000/.  His  pi^fits 
in  the  year  1874-5  were  6,533/.,  and  his  avera^  yearly 
profits  between  1884  and  1887  are  10,404/.,  so  that  the 
increase  is  nearly  4,000/.? — ^In  the  report  by  the 
improvement  committoe  it  is  stated  that  the  income 
would  be  10,000/.  by  the  end  of  the  year  1876-7  and 
the  expenses  3,000/L,  leaving  7,000/.,  so  it  is  an 
increase  of  3,000/. 

4855.  How  has  that  increase  been  obtained  ? — By 
the  expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money  in  pro- 
viding additional  accommodation,  and  we  should  have 
had  to  expend  that  in  addition  to  the  purchase  money. 

4856.  So  that  if  the  corporation  had  bought  them 
they  would  have  had  to  go  to  this  large  outlay  ?•— 
Yes. 

4857.  Do  you  know  bow  much  has  been  expended 
since  1877  ? — I  do  not ;  I  should  think  from  50,000/. 
to  100,000/.  At  that  time  what  was  called  the  Com 
Exchange  was  a  very  small  place,  and  there  was  a 
large  public-house  at  the  front  of  it;  that  was  all 
d^red  away  and  made  into  a  covered  market  which 
people  had  been  wanting  for  a  very  long  time.  Then 
the  Duke  built  what  is  now  called  the  Corn  Exchange, 
which  is  a  large  phioe ;  there  is  a  very  large  public- 
house  at  the  corner,  and  the  Duke's  offices  and  a  great 
number  of  shops. 

4858.  Do  you  think  the  money  has  been  well  laid 
out  ? — ^I  would  not  like  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  it 
has. 

4859.  Are  the  markets  well  situated  ? — Yes. 

4860.  And  is  there  accommodation  for  everyliody 
who  wishes  to  use  the  markets  ? — Yes,  I  made  some 
inquiries  the  other  day,  and  so  far  as  the  covered 
market  is  concerned  I  was  told  there  were  a  few 
vacant  places,  but  not  many.  I  should  suppose  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  it  will  have  to  be  increased  in 
some  way,  but  how  it  will  be  done  I  do  not  see. 

4861.  Has  any  part  of  this  increase  in  the  profits 
from  7,000/.  to  10,000/.  been  obUined  by  the  increased 
receipts  from  tolls  and  stallages  ? — No,  I  do  not  think 
so.  I  should  think  a  great  portion  of  the  increase 
would  come  from  the  lettings  of  the  new  buildings  and 
the  charges  for  the  use  of  the  new  Com  Exchange. 

4862.  At  the  time  the  negotiations  were  going  on 
you  lodged  a  Bill  in  Parliament,  which  I  presume  was 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  raise  money 
for  the  purchase  of  the  market  ? — It  was  to  enable  us 
to  purchase,  aud  give  security. 

4863.  Did  you  at  all  consider  then  whether  you 
would  apply  for  compulsory  powers  in  the  Bill  ? — No, 
we  did  not ;  we  thought  that  if  we  could  not  do  it  by 
agreement  we  should  not  be  able  to  carry  a  clause  to 
compel  the  Duke  to  sell. 

4864.  I  think  there  are  some  precedents  for  a  clause 
of  that  kind  ? — I  do  not  remember  any ;  at  all  events 
we  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  applv  for  such  a 
power  ;  we  did  not  consider  the  question  as  to  whether 
we  would  go  for  power  to  compel  the  Duke  to  sell. 

4865.  Supposing  a  general  Act  should  be  passed 
giving  corporations  the  power  of  compulsory  purchase 
in  a  case  like  this,  would  that  meet  your  case  in 
Sheffield  ?— Yee,  I  should  think  it  would. 

4866.  That  is  to  say,  with  the  usual  provision  for 
a  reference  to  arbitration  in  case  yon  differed  as  to 
price  ? — ^I  think  in  any  general  Act  the  amount  of 
purchase  should  be  fixed  in  some  way  upon  the  profits 
that  had  been  made  out  of  the  market  for  any  period 
the  legislature  thought  right. 

4867.  You  woul4  limit  the  discretion  of  the  arbi- 
trator in  that  way  ? — Yes,  there  is  so  much  to  be 
said  about  prospective  value,  that  is  the  terrible  thing 
you  generally  have  to  deal  with  in  buying  these 
things. 
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4868.  A  word  about  the  slaughter-houses.  I  pre- 
sume the  50  you  have  licensed  are  suitable  places  ?  — 
Yes,  certainly.  The  plan  we  adopt  is  this  :  that  a 
person  who  wants  to  open  a  slaughter-house  makes  an 
application  to  the  health  committee,  we  then  refer 
that  to  the  medical  officer  of  health,  who  goes  and 
inspects  the  place,  and  he  report*  to  the  health  com- 
mittee upon  it ;  and  if  he  in  his  judgment  considers 
that  it  is  not  a  proper  place  to  be  licensed  we  refuse 
to  license  it.     We  have  refused  scores. 

4869.  As  to  that  there  is  no  complaint  ? — No  ;  of 
course  I  could  not  say  so  much  about  the  others — 
those  that  are  registered.  Those  were  in  existence 
before  1864,  when  the  Public  Health  Act  was 
adopted  ;  and  we  have  no  option  but  to  register  them 
and  have  them  inspected  periodically,  so  as  to  see 
that  they  are  kept  clean,  and  so  forth.  But  we  have 
no  power  to  say  that  they  should  not  be  continued. 
However,  I  should  think  we  have  got  to  the  end  of 
that  lot  now,  so  in  future  it  will  all  be  licensing. 

4870.  The  owner  claims  a  vested  interest  in  them, 
does  not  he  ? — Yes. 

4871.  And  sells  it? — I  have  never  heard  of  his 
selling  it,  but  I  should  think  he  does. 

4872.  You  do  not  find  practically  that  the  number 
is  diminishing,  I  suppose  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so  ;  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  they  are  or  not 
diminishing. 

4873.  Some  of  them,  you  consider,  ought  never  to 
have  been  licensed  houses  at  all,  I  presume  ? — If  we 
had  the  power  to  prevent  them  being  used,  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  in  the  world  that  the  health  com- 
mittee would  prevent  them  being  used. 

4874.  I  do  not  understand  what  the  nature  of  the 
Duke's  interest  in  the  slaughter-houses  is? — He  claims 
the  right  to  have  the  monopoly  of  the  slaughter- 
houses, if  I  may  use  the  word.  He  took  power  in  his 
Act  of  1872  to  erect  new  slaughter-houses,  and  to  sell 
the  site  of  the  present  slaughter-houses  when  the  new 
ones  were  erected. 

4875.  But  supposing  a  man  applies  to  your  health 
committee  for  a  license  to  slaughter  at  his  own  place, 
can  you  grant  him  such  a  license  ? — ^Yes. 

4876.  Then  am  I  to  understand  that,  as  to  the 
houses  you  have  licensed  since  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  as  to  those  in  private  hands  registered 
before  the  Act,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  no  claim 
whatever  ? — None  whatever. 

4877.  And  you  can  go  on  licensing  private  houses 
to  any  extent  ? — Yes. 

4878.  Then  with  regard  to  slaughter-houses  the 
Duke  does  not  seem  to  have  much  of  a  monopoly  ? — 
His  monopoly  is  limited  in  the  way  I  have  stated. 
But  Sheffield  is  a  very  large  place,  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  if  there  were  some  good  slaughter-houses 
erected  near  the  markets— (I  should  have  said  that 
the  Duke's  slaughter-houses  are  close  by  the  markets) 
— most  of  the  animals  would  be  slaughtered  there, 
and  we  could  control  the  thing  very  much  better 
than  we  can  now. 

4879.  Sheffield  is  a  growing  place  ? — Yes. 

4880.  It  is  rapidly  increasing  ? — Yes. 

4881.  What  provision  do  you  think  it  is  desirable 
to  make  in  any  legislation  as  to  slaughter-houses  ? — I 
confess,  so  far  as  the'  country  is  concerned,  1  do  not 
know,  but  the  Duke  would  prevent  us  erecting  a 
large  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  or  in  a  suitable  situation,  because  he  claims  the 
right  to  do  it  under  his  Market  Act.  That  is  what  I 
have  understood. 

y^    4882.  I  presume  what  you  would  like  to  see  would 

'^'^  be  a  set  of  slaughter-houses  erected  by  the  corporation, 

and  owned  and  controlled  by  the  corporation,  just  the 

same  as  you  would  like  to  see  the  markets  owned  and 

controlled  by  thera  ? — Yes. 

4883.  Do  you  think  that  in  addition  it  would  be  a 
desirable  thing  to  give  a  power  to  local  governing 
bodies  to  put  a  stop  to  private  registered  and  licensed 
houses  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  conveni- 
ence to  the  authorities  if  all  the  animals  that  had  to 
be  slaughtered  were  slaughtered  at  one  place;   the 
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inspection  of  tiie  meat  before  it  went  out  could  then     Mr,  TF.  J, 
be  carried  on  with  very  great  advantages,  instead  of,  CUgg, 

as  now,  having  200  places  where  animals  that  are  not  — TiflQc 

fit  to  be  sold  are  killed,  and  the  meat  not  being  fit  for    soApnUSSS. 
human  food.     Instead  of  having  slaughter-houses  in 
200  places,  if  we  had  them  all  together  it  would  be  a 
very  great  convenience  and  a  public  advantage. 

4884.  And  yoa  think  by  arrangement  many  of  the 
owners  of  these  existing  slaughter-houses  would  come 
over  to  your  public  abattoir.' — ^Yes. 

4885.  In  your  opinion  would  it  bo  well  to  have  in 
the  background  a  power  of  compulsion  which  you 
might  use  if  necessary  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4886.  Would  you  give  compensation  to  any  owners 
of  slaughter-houses  who  so  came  over  to  you  ? — I  do 
not  see  what  compensation  they  would  require.  I 
have  a  very  strong  objection  to  these  compensations — 
one  never  knows  what  they  come  to.  Your  experi- 
ence is  grt'ater  than  mine,  but  it  is  astonishing  what  a 
valuable  interest  a  thing  has  when  it  has  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  public. 

4887.  {Mr,  Little?^  I  understand  you  to  say  that 
the  markets  would  probably  have  to  be  extended 
before  long  to  meet  the  growth  of  the  population  ? — 
In  perhaps  15  or  20  years. 

4888.  Are  you  in  favour  of  concentration  of 
markets  in  one  place,  or  of  having  markets  in  diffisrent 
parts  of  the  town  ? — I  think  that  so  far  as  Sheffield 
is  concerned  I  should  like  to  see  another  market  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town.  The  Duke's  market  is  at 
the  east  end. 

4889.  Do  you  think  the  town  council  or  the 
borough  authorities  would  be  able  to  judge  better  as 
to  the  requirements  of  the  town  than  a  private  owner  ? 
— I  think  so. 

4890.  That  would  be  an  argument  for  placing  the 
whole  power  in  the  hands  of  the  municipal  authority  ? 
— I  think  so  ;  the  members  of  the  council  come  in 
contact  with  the  burgesses,  and  they  would  get  their 
will  and  opinion  very  much  better  than  a  private 
individual. 

4891.  You  say  that  the  tolls  actually  taken  are  not 
complained  of,  but  you  think  those  authorised  ex- 
cessive ? — Yes. 

4892.  Suppose  the  corporation  purchased  the 
markets  would  you  give  them  the  power  of  taking 
the  game  tolls  as  the  Duke  has  now  power  to  take  ? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  I  should.  I  should  limit  their 
powers.  I  would  let  them  take  what  was  thought  to 
be  fair  and  right,  and  what  was  fixed  would  be  what 
should  be  taken.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  rather 
dangerous  to  allow  a  person  to  have  the  power  to 
take,  say,  75  per  cent,  more  than  he  is  taking  in  some 
cases.  I  suppose  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  only  taking 
about  26  per  cent,  of  the  amount  he  is  entitled  to 
according  to  his  table  of  tolls  allowed  by  the  court 
of  quarter  session. 

4893.  One  ninth  of  what  he  is  entitled  to  take  in 
one  particular  case  ? — ^Thoso  I  inquired  into  I  found 
to  be  about  25  per  cent,  of  what  he  had  the  power  to 
take. 

4894.  The  scale  of  tolls  being  fixed  would  you 
think  that  the  town  authority  should  look  to  get  a 
profit  on  the  market,  or  simply  to  get  from  the  tolls 
enough  to  pay  the  expenses  and  interest  on  the  cost  ? 
— That  is  rather  a  difficult  question,  I  think  they 
must  have  more  than  would  pay  the  interest  and  the 
expenses,  because  Parliament  requires  that  when  these 
undertakings  are  purchased  the  purchase  shall  be  paid 
off  in  60  years. 

4895.  When  I  said  interest,  I  meant  interest  and 
sinking  fund  to  repay  the  capital  within  a  limited 
period  ? — I  think  that  if  the  amovmt  of  income  was 
sufficient  to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund  that  is  all 
it  ought  to  be. 

4896.  There  are  tolls  taken  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  market  on  some  articles,  are  there  not  ? — Yes,  on 
hay  and  straw  and  green  produce  sold  at  stations, 
and  so  forth. 

4897.  Is  there  any  complaint  about  that  ? — Yes,  a 
great  deal  of  complaint. 
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4898.  And  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  ? — Yes. 

4899.  And  the  proceeds  are  very  small  ? — I  should 
think  so. 

4900.  K  it  is  as  stated  that  the  income  from  that 
source  is  only  6/.  or  71.  a  year,  would  not  you  say 
that  the  inconvenience  was  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  revenue  ? — I  should  think  that  the  amount  stated 
would  probably  be  the  amount  which  was  received, 
and  I  should  have  thought  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
to  save  himself  trouble,  would  have  voluntarily  given 
that  up.  I  have  a  sort  of  a  floating  impression  in  my 
mind,  but  I  cannot  ascertain  how  it  has  arisen,  that 
years  ago,  when  vSheffield  was  nothing  like  the  size 
it  is  now,  and  when  fairs  were  held  in  the  town,  that 
the  shopkeepers  used  to  put  out  in  front  of  their  shops 
stalls  to  sell  things  to  people  passing  by,  and  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  claimed  tolls  even  upon  those ;  those  appear 
to  be  gone  now,  principally  because  we  do  not  allow 
them  to  put  the  stalls  out. 

4901.  Will  you  tell  me  whether  in  the  Corn  Ex- 
change, which  seems  to  be  a  large  building,  the  corn 
is  brought  in  in  bulk  ? — ^No,  it  is  simply  a  sample 
market. 

4902.  {Sir  James  Carry,)  I  presume  that  the 
opinion  you  express  with  reference  to  the  corporation 
being  the  market  authority  is  generally  held  by  the 
corporation  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

4903.  And  you  consider  it  desirable  that  the  markets 
in  such  a  place  as  Sheffield  should  be  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  town  council,  and  that  the  surplus 
revenue,  if  there  should  be  any  surplus  revenue,  should 
go  towards  a  reduction  of  the  rates  ? — Yes,  if  there 
were  any  surplus  it  would  go  in  that  direction. 

4904.  But  from  what  you  have  said  I  gather  that 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk  seems  to  manage  the  market 
satisfactoril)',  except  in  the  matter  of  slaughter-houses  ? 
— Yes,  leaving  out  the  slaughter-houses,  I  do  not  think 
at  the  present  time  anyone  complains  at  all  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Duke  manages  the  market. 
Previous  to  the  time  I  have  been  speaking  of  there 
were  great  complaints,  because  one  part  of  the  market 
was  open,  but  now  it  is  covered  over,  and  those 
complaints  have  ceased. 

4905.  The  Duke  has  expended  money,  you  think, 
judiciously  in  improving  these  markets  '^ — Yes,  cer- 
tainly ;  as  to  covering  over  the  market,  I  think  it  was 
money  very  well  spent. 

4906.  And  had  the  purchase  of  the  markets  at  the 
time  it  was  contemplated  been  carried  the  corporation 
would  have  had  to  incur  that  additional  expense  be- 
yond the  purchase  of  the  markets  ? — Yes,  we  should 
have  covered  the  open  space  and  made  it  a  covered 
market.  I  do  not  say  we  should  have  spent  the  money 
that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  spent  in  erecting  the 
new  Corn  Exchange.     I  scarcely  think  we  should. 

4907.  You  think  that  the  increase  of  income  has 
arisen  chiefly  from  the  improved  markets  ?  —  The 
profits  have  naturallj  increased  from  the  markets  in 
<5onsequence  of  the  increased  population,  but  they 
would  not  have  increased  from  7,000/.  to  10,000/.  net 
if  the  Duke  had  not  erected  the  new  Corn  Exchange 
and  the  shops  and  the  public-house  thereabouts. 

4908.  Suppose  any  extension  of  the  market  was 
required,  has  the  Duke  a  better  opportunity  of  making 
such  extension  than  the  corporation  would  have  ? — 
Yes,  the  property  round  about  there  belongs  to  the 
Duke,  and,  I  suppose,  in  15  to  20  years  from  now  a 


great  portion  of  the  property  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street  to  where  the  markets  are  now  erected  will 
all  fall  in  to  him,  and  if  the  market  should  want  to  be 
increased  in  that  period  he  will  have  the  land  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street  upon  which  he  could  extend 
the  markets. 

4909.  $o  he  would  have  a  greater  facility  in  that 
respect  than  the  corporation  would  have? — Yes, 
though  of  course  the  corporation  could  buy  the  land 
and  they  would  have  the  same  facility. 

4910.  They  would  have  to  pay  for  it  ? — Yes. 

4911.  You  have  expressed  the  ophiiop  that  you 
think  20  years'  purchase  woulc  be  a  sufficient  remu- 
neration to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  for  his  market  rights  ? 
Yes. 

4912.  Does  that  include  the  value  of  the  site  of  the 
market  ? — ^Yes. 

49 1?.  You  do  not  allow  for  any  prospective  in- 
crense  ? — No. 

4914.  In  1875,  when  the  corporation  was  prepared 
to  give  267,450/.  for  these  market  rights,  according 
to  your  present  ideas  you  were  very  liberal  ?-^Ver>' 
liberal,  and  I  think  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  made  a  great 
mistake  in  not  taking  it. 

4915.  With  refa^enee  to  these  slaughter-houses,  you 
told  the  Commission  that  the  corporation  have  power 
to  license  additional  slaughter-houses  ?  —  Private 
slaughter-houses. 

4916.  But  they  must  be  in  connexion  with  the 
place  where  the  man  carries  on  his  business  ? — Yes, 
we  always  take  care  of  that. 

4917.  But  the  old  slaughter-houses  you  have  not 
the  same  control  over  ? — ^No,  our  inspectors  go  and 
examine  the  meat  that  is  there ;  but  then  each 
slaughter-house  is  only  of  a  very  limited  extent,  and 
they  are  in  very  improper  positions. 

4918.  Have  you  any  hawkers  or  costermongers  in 
Sheffield  ? — No,  there  are  very  few. 

4919.  With  reference  to  additional  markets^  you  do 
not  think  that  they  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
place  ? — No. 

4920.  {Chairman,)  In  the  course  of  your  exami- 
nation you  have  said  that  in  any  general  Act  of  Par- 
liament giving  power  to  corporations  and  local  autho- 
rities to  purchase  market  rights  oompulsorily,  you 
would  give  a  direction  to  the  arbitrator  not  to  exceed 
a  certain  number  of  years'  purchase  ? — Yes. 

4921.  Do  you  think  that  if  that  direction  was  given 
it  would  be  a  sufficient  direction  without  giving  him 
also  a  direction  to  take  into  account  the  amount  of 
capital  which  the  present  owner  of  the  market  hail 
expended  ? — No,  I  think  if  the  owner  of  the  market 
had  expended  more  money  than  20  years'  purchase 
would  repay  he  would  b3  fairly  entitled  to  a  consider- 
ation on  that  account. 

4922.  What  is  the  population  of  Sheffield  at  the 
present  time  ? — The  population  now  is  estimated  at 
320,000. 

4923.  Does  that  include  any  of  the  suburbs  ? — The 
parish  of  Sheffield  and  the  borough  of  Sheffield  are 
co-extensive ;  it  includas  the  population  of  the  parish 
and  borough  of  Sheffield. 

4924.  What  was  it  in  1871  ?— In  1851  the  popula- 
tion was  52,231 ;  in  1861  it  was  185,155;  in  1871  it 
was  239,947  ;  in  1881  it  was  284,508 ;  and  now,  ac- 

•  cording  to  the  report  of  our  medical  officer?  the  popu- 
lation is  about  320,000. 


Mr.  Matthew  Folliott  Blakiston  examined. 


Mr.  M.  F. 

BlaJutUm. 


4925.  {Chairman,)  You  are  senior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Hand  and  Company,  solicitors, 
Stafford,  and  are  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  and 
town  clerk  for  the  borough  of  Stafford  ?— Yes. 

4926.  You  have  been  town  clerk  since  1875? — 
I  have. 

4927.  And  you  are  authorised  by  the  town  council 
to  ffive  evidence  before  this  Commission  ? — Yes. 

4928.  We  have  had  one  witness  from  Stafford,  Mr. 
John  Follows,  and  1  believe  you  have  been  furnished 
with  a  print  of  his  evidence  ? — I  have. 


4929.  In  1875-6  the  corporation  promoted  a  Bill 
which,  amongst  other  powers,  took  power  ,to  ettKJt  a 
butchers'  market  ? — They  did. 

4930.  And  in  1880  the  butchers'  market  was  ^no- 
ted, comprising  40  stalls  ? — It  was. 

4931.  Since  1880  the  number  of  stalls  let  has 
varied  from  33  to  35  ? — Yes. 

4932.  Is  it  the  case  that  at  the  present  time  the 
whole  40  are  let  ? — Yes. 

4933.  Have  there  been  any  applications  for  more  } 
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— There  has  becai  onlj  one  other  appliotttion  besides 
the  40. 

4934.  So  that  the  butchers*  market  is  sufficient  for 
your  requirements? — Yes.  Mr.  Follows  stated  that 
it  was  insufficient;  he  said  there  were  numerous 
applications  which  could  not  be  granted.  That  is  not 
so. 

4935.  Then  beyond  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
corporation  by  their  Act  they  claim  as  lords  of  the 
manor  to  have  market  rights  in  Stafford?  —  They 
claim  to  be  lords  of  the  manor  with  market  rights 
not  prescribed  by  metes  or  bounds,  and  therefore 
they  claim  a  right  to  move  the  market  from  place  to 
place  as  long  as  they  provide  sufficient  accommodation 
and  give  due  notice  to  the  public  of  the  removal. 

4936.  Has  anybody  complained  of  anything  that 
the  corporation  have  done  with  respect  to  the  markets, 
or  complained  that  they  have  not  done  what  they  ought 
to  have  done  ? — Mr.  Follows,  who  represented  himself 
as  speaking  for  the  freemen,  has.  The  inhabitants 
have  not  moved  at  all ;  it  was  entirely  a  freeman's 
opposition. 

4937.  Have  you  interfered  wiUi  the  ireemen  in  any 
way  ? — They  think  so.  They  fancy  they  have  at  the 
present  time  all  the  powers  which  freemen  ever  had 
in  the  memory  of  man  or  beyond ;  for  instance,  our 
charter  of  King  John  enabled  the  burgesses  of  Stafford 
to  go  toll  free  through  the  whole  of  the  kingdom 
except  the  City  of  London.  I  think  some  of  our 
freemen  fancy  they  have  those  rights  now. 

4938.  We  had  some  evidence  from  Mr.  Follows  to 
the  effect  that  he  had  been  summoned  before  the 
magistrates,  and  that  he  pleaded  his  right  to  stand  in 
a  particular  part  of  the  market,  and  that  that  plea 
ousted  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates,  and  he  gave 
us  to  understand  that  he  had  won  his  case ;  have  you 
any  remarks  to  make  upon  that  statement? — The 
circumstances  were  these.  Since  we  opened  the 
market  in  1881  we  have  claimed  the  right  to  prevent 
stalls  being  put  up  in  the  open  market  place^  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  for  the  last  18  months  we  have  in- 
sisted upon  that  right,  but  one  stall  was  kept  up  by 
an  old  woman,  and  the  only  way  of  enforcing  the 
right  was  to  take  proceedings  against  the  old  woman. 
Mr.  Follows  de[H*ocated  our  action  in  that  respect,  so 
I  challenged  him  to  put  up  a  stall,  saying  I  would 
have  it  taken  down  if  he  did  so  with  a  view  of  getting 
the  question  of  the  freemen's  rights  decided.  When 
we  came  before  the  magistrates,  instead  of  joining 
issue  and  allowing  me  to  take  a  case  to  raise  that 
general  point,  he  raised  the  question  that  he  was  a 
person  born  before  June  1835,  and,  therefore,  a  free- 
man by  heritage.  Now,  I  never  contended  that  those 
persons  who  were  born  before  June  1835  had  not  any 
rights.  I  say  all  freemen's  rights  are  extrngmshed^ 
except  as  regards  persons  who  were  alive  before  June 
1 835,  and  they  are  freemen  by  heritage.  Of  course, 
Mr.  Follows  was  an  infant  in  June  1 835,  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  having  become  a  freeman  after- 
wards, his  freoman's  rights  date  back  to  his  birth,  and 
chat  being  before  June  1835  I  did  not  go  on  with  the 
case.  The  magistrates  decided  that  they  had  no 
jurisdiction  because  he  claimed  his  right  as  a  freeman, 
and  I  could  not  deny  that  he  was  a  freeman  by  heri« 
tage. 

4939.  That  was  not  the  point  which  you  under- 
stood was  to  be  raised  when  the  question  was  agreed 
to  be  tried  between  you  ? — That  is  so. 

4910.  What  has  been  the  average  amount  of  net 
profit  taken  from  the  market  by  the  corporation  in 
the  last  few  years  ? — 1  want  to  correct  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Follows  upon  that  point;  he  states  that  before 
the  new  buildings  were  built  the  tolls  were  let  during 
the  time  he  was  market  inspector  for  650/.  per  annum. 
They  never  have  been  let  for  650/.  per  annum,  the 
higliesl  letting  was  620/.  and  the  lessee  failed,  and  the 
corporation  did  not  get  the  money  eventually.  The 
highest  sum  ever  received  was  615/.,  but  that  was 
gross,  that  was  in  the  year  1866-7,  the  accountant 
has  made  me  out  the  account  of  that  year  which 
shows   that    the   balance  received   by    the    corpora- 


tion after  deducting    necessary   expenses  was  only      Mr,  Jf .  F. 
438/.  11*.  BlahUton. 

4941.  Is  that  balance  arrived  at  after  allowing  for  *~^ — 
interest  upon   the   money  expended? — We   did   not  ^'^priliSSS. 
spend  the  money   on   the  new  buildings  till   1880. 

This  is  1866-7t  Then  by  way  of  contrast,  taking  our 
answers  to  queries  10  and  1 1,  Mr.  Follows  says  the  tolls 
now  only  realise  a  little  over  200/.  per  annum ;  but  it  is 
stated  in  our  answer  to  query  No.  10.  that  during  the 
three  years  ending  March  1887  there  was  a  special 
structural  outlay  of  553/.  10^.,  that  amounts  to  nearly 
200/.  a  year  beyond  the  ordinary  expenses,  it  is  180/. 
a  year  more.  I  have  had  the  account  made  out  for 
the  last  year,  which  is  a  fair  average  one,  and  the 
amount  which  as  a  matter  of  account  we  pay  over 
from  the  market  to  the  borough  fnnd  is  396/. ;  there- 
fore I  say  the  real  contrast  is  400/.  now  against 
perhaps  440/.,  and  that  really  bears  out  the  estioaate 
which  I  have  in  my  hand,  based  upon  the  information 
of  the  market  inspector,  showing  that  the  difference 
of  having  the  open  space  occupieil  or  not  is  only  40/. 
or  50/.  at  the  outside.  When  I  say  396/.,  that  is 
after  paying  over  50/.  in  repayment  of  principal 
towards  the  new  buildings,  besides  interest,  therefore 
there  is  practically  no  difference. 

4942.  Do  I  rightly  understand  you  to  say  that 
there  have  been  absolutely  no  complaints  from  those 
who  buy  and  sell  in  the  market  as  to  the  management 
of  the  market  by  the  corporation  ? — Absolutely  none ; 
before  we  built  the  butchers'  market  repeated 
memorials \  were  sent  in  by  the  butchers,  but  the 
^tablislnnent  of  that  market  satisfied  them.  The 
only  other  memorial  that  we  have  had  has  been  from 
the  freemen  saying,  "  Having  seen  that  the  town 
"  council  of  this  borough  are  about  to  close  the 
'^  market  square  against  the  sale  of  any  marketable 
**  commodities :  Hereby  protest  against  it  being 
^'  closed,  it  having  been  a  freeman's  right  from  the 
"  time  of  the  charter  granted  to  this  borough." 

4943.  What  is  the  date  of  that  memorial  ? — January 
1887. 

4944.  Is  there  any  other  point  that  you  would  like 
to  say  anything  on  ? — I  should  like  to  say  this.  The 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Follows  evidence  is 
that  the  action  of  the  corporation,  though  as  - 1  say  it 
has  never  been  complained  of  either  by  residents  or 
outsiders,  is  to  enhance  the  price  of  things.  I  have 
made  very  careful  inquiries,  and  I  find  that  as  regards 
^.he  prices  of  meat  Stafford  is  exceptionally  fortunate, 
and  some  of  the  leading  tradesmen  who  are  not 
butchers  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  if  the  particular 
outside  butchers,  for  instance,  whom  Mr.  b^ollows  re- 
ferred to  as  not  being  allowed  to  stand  in  the  open 
market,  were  allowed  to  oomcv  into  the  town  and  sell 
their  pneat  where  they  pleased  it  would  inevitably 
ruin  some  of  the  local  butchers  because  prices  are 
so  finely  cut  already. 

4945.  {Mr.  Childers.)  How  do  you  collect  the  tolls 
on  commodities  which  do  not  go  to  the  market  ? — They 
arrive  by  train,  and  then  on  being  brought  away  in  a 
basket  or  on  a  cart  the  toll  or  due  would  be  demanded 
outside  the  station  by  the  inspector  or  one  of  his 
assistants  at  the  station  exit. 

4946.  At  the  station  exit  ? — Yes. 

4947.  And  if  the  commodities  arrive  by  road  how 
do  you  deal  with  them  ? — We  should  stop  them  at  the 
entrance  to  the  borough. 

4948.  Then  if  1  was  a  farmer  living  near  Stafford, 
and  if  I  brought  in  my  cart  marketable  commodities 
which  were  not  intended  for  sale  in  Stafford,  should  I 
be  liable  to  have  my  cart  stopped  in  the  road  by  the 
inspector  ? — Yes,  if  you  said  that  your  goods  were  not 
for  sale,  and  the  inspector  thought  they  were,  you 
would  be  watched,  and  when  you  got  to  a  shop  or  to 
any  individual  to  whom  they  were  to  be  sold  a  toll 
would  then  be  demanded. 

""4949.  Do  yoo  keep  people  ^on  all  the  roads  to  look 
after  these  tolls  ? — No.  Stafford  is  a  small  place,  and 
the  inspectors  know  pretty  much  where  the  things  are 
bought  and  sold  if  brought  in  for  the  purposes  of  sale. 
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No  doubt  a  gi'eat  quantity  of  goods  are  brought  into 
the  town  and  sold  without  paying  toll. 

4960.  And  the  people  who  smuggle  them  in  get  the 
advantage  of  not  having  paid  the  toll  ?  —  To  that 
extent. 

4951.  Your  town  is  very  like  a  French  town  where 
there  is  octroi  duty,  with  this  difference^  that  they  do 
practically  collect  all  their  tolls,  while  you  practically 
do  not  collect  all  your  tolls  ? — I  think  they  collect 
tolls  on  commodities  whether  for  sale  or  not  1  believe 
we  did  in  former  days,  but  we  do  not  claim  to  do  so 
now,  we  only  collect  toll  on  articles  brought  in  for 
sale. 

4952.  Your  oflScer  follows  up  the  cart  in  some  way 
or  other,  and  if  he  finds  the  goods  are  delivered  at  a 
house  where  they  are  not  going  to  be  sold  no  toll  is 
levi(*d  ? — That  is  so. 

4953.  But  if  delivered  at  a  shop  where  evidently 
the  goods  are  going  to  be  sold  the  toll  is  levied  ? — 
Yes.  It  is  not  levied  if  ihe  goods  which  are  brought 
in  are  intended  as  a  gift,  or  if  they  are  brought  in  in 
pursuance  of  a  contract.  Supposing  a  farmer  in  the 
neighbourhood  contracts  to  supply  an  hotel  with  all 
the  butter  they  want  we  do  not  claim  the  right  to  levy 
toll  on  that  butter  ;  it  is  a  delivery  pursuant  to  con- 
tract and  not  for  sale. 

4954.  Can  you  give  any  idea  how  much  toll  is 
levied  in  that  way  per  annum,  and  how  much  is 
evaded  ? — I  cannot ;  I  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  do 
80,  but  I  find  it  is  only  on  five  days  in  the  week  that 
they  keep  a  separate  account  of  what  they  call  these 
casual  tolls,  on  the  market  day  the  inspector  has  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  distinguishing  his  receipts. 

4955.  He  dees  not  separate  in  his  accounts  what  he 
receives  at  the  market  from  what  he  receives  in  die 
town  ? — Not  on  market  day ;  on  other  days  there  is 
nothing  but  these  tolls  scarcely  received,  and  those 
speak  for  themselves. 

4956.  Have  you  ever  had  any  litigation  on  the  sub- 
ject ?— No. 

4957.  Cannot  you  give  us  any  idea  what  propor- 
tion of  the  goods  brought  into  the  town  to  be  sold 
escapes  toll ;  is  it  half  or  three-quarters  ? — I  cannot 
give  you  that. 

4958.  Could  not  the  inspector  tell  us  ? — He  would 
probably  say  that  very  little  escaped. 

4959.  As  your  servant,  he  would  not  confess  that 
he  let  any  great  quantity  escape  ? — No. 

4960.  But  the  authorities  know  that  a  great  deal 
does  escape  ? — I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  about 
it. 

4961.  May  that  be  reckoned  at  100/.  a  year  ?— No, 
not  100/.  a  year.     Stafford  is  only  a  small  town. 

4962.  In  your  answer  to  the  11th  query,  you  state 
that  your  tolls  altogether  amount  to  only  IbW.  a  year  ? 
— The  butchers  tolls  are  now  in  the  form  of  rents  for 
the  stalls  ;  those  used  to  be  about  200/. 

49G3.  Do  you  know  any  other  borough  in  your 
neighbourhood  where  this  practice  exists  of  taking 
toll  on  marketable  commodities  brought  into  the  town 
to  be  sold  ? — 1  did  hear  that  there  was  one,  but  there 
is  not  one  anywhere  near  us. 

4964.  You  could  not  speak  for  boroughs  at  a  dis- 
tance, probably  ? — ^No.  1  can  safely  say  there  is  no 
other  borough  in  Staffordshire  where  a  similar  practice 
prevails. 

4965.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Have  you  any 
idea  of  the  number  of  freemen  whom  Mr.  Follows 
i-epresents  ? — No. 

4966.  I  am  rather  surprised  that  he  should  have 
any  backing  at  all  if  those  in  respect  of  whom  he  can 
claim  the  rights  that  he  does  claim  are  only  those  bom 
before  1835  ? — All  the  freemen  fancy  they  have  these 
old  rights ;  nothing  will  make  them  believe  that  ihey 
are  extmguished  ;  1  hope  a  paragraph  of  your  report 
.nay  enlighten  them  a  little  upon  that. 


4967.  How  many  freemen  are  there? — ^There  are 
about  500  freemen  occupiers  smd  200  non-occupiers. 
A  great  many  of  the  freemen  are  men  of  position. 

4968.  What  is  the  population  of  Stafford  ?— 20,000. 

4969.  That  is  in  the  enlarged  borough  ? — ^Yes. 

4970.  {Mr,  Little.)  On  these  goods  which  are 
brought  into  the  town  for  sale  and  which  are  not  sold 
in  the  market,  do  you  charge  the  same  tolls  as  you  do 
on  similar  goods  if  sold  in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

4971.  Is  there  a  toll  board  put  up  showing  what 
toll  people  have  to  pay  upon  their  goods? — No. 
People  generally  know  what  the  tolls  are ;  we  issue 
little  handbills  stating  what  the  tolls  are. 

4972.  You  said  no  toll  was  charged  on  goods 
brought  ioto  the  town  in  pursuance  of  a  contract ; 
but  suppose  corn  were  bought  in  your  market,  and 
afterwards  delivered  at  a  mill  in  the  borough,  would 
that  corn  pay  toll  in  bulk  ? — No,  we  do  not  get  any 
toll  on  com. 

4973.  (Mr,  Childers.)  Is  there  no  mark  on  the 
road  of  any  kind;  no  post  or  board  to  show  that 
a  person  bringing  in  commodities  is  within  the 
borough,  and  that  those  commodities  are  taxable  ? — 
Yes ;  in  the  last  few  years  we  have  had  large  stones 
put  up  with  iron  plates  on  showing  the  borough 
boundary.  People  in  carts  would  not  notice  them 
probably. 

4974.  Country  people  would  not  know  that  the 
goods  they  were  bringing  in  were  taxable  when  they 
passed  those  stones  ? — Stafford  is  so  small  a  place 
that  the  people  know  when  they  get  to  the  borough 
boundary,  and  the  inspector  knows  everybody  who 
comes  m  and  everybody  who  buys.  It  looks  a  diffi- 
cult matter,  but  practically  it  is  very  easily  arranged. 

4975.  {Sir  James  P.  Corry.)  Did  Mr.  Follows 
represent  a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  of  Stafford 
when  he  gave  evidence  before  the  Commission  ? — I 
should  say  certainly  not. 

4976.  He  does  represent  a  number  of  the  free- 
men ? — He  represents  a  few  with  the  loudest  voices, 
but  he  represents  neither  influence  nor  number. 

4977.  On  the  whole,  the  management  of  the  mar- 
kets by  the  corporation  is,  so  far  as  you  know,  satis* 
factory  to  the  general  public  ? — We  have  never  had  a 
deputation  or  memoricd  from  anybody  except  on  this 
freemen's  question. 

4978.  {Chairman.)  I  hold  a  letter  in  my  hand, 
apparently  from  yourself,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Market  Tolls,  dated  the 
17th  of  April :  "  Dear  Sir,  the  town  council  have 
'*  to-day  (practically  without  discussion)  ordered  that 
"  stalls  shall  be  allowed  in  the  market  place.  Thiu 
"  was  pursuant  to  a  notice  of  motion  given  before 
**  Mr.  Alderman  Follows*  evidence?" — I  wrote  that 
on  Tuesday  evening  to  the  secretary. 

4979.  That  seems  to  be  a  practical  admission  of 
Mr.  Follows'  claim ;  can  you  oxplaim  how  that  has 
come  about  ? — No.  I  am  afraid  it  is  one  of  those 
inscrutable  things  that  one  cannot  explain. 

4980.  How  much  do  you  estimate  that  the  corpo* 
ration  will  lose  by  this  admission  of  the  claim  of 
Mr.  "Follows  and  his  friends  ? — We  shall  see  what 
difference  it  will  make — 40/.,  we  think,  will  be  all  the 
difference. 

4981.  This  resolution  of  the  town  council  concedes 
a  part — how  important  a  part  1  do  not  know — but 
part  of  Mr.  Follows'  contention,  does  it  not  ? — It 
concedes  the  opening  of  the  market  place  for  the  time 
being — it  does  not  meet  the  freemen's  question.  The 
freemen  will  now  probably  claim  to  stand  toll  free  in 
the  open  market. 

4982.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  in  any  way  an  indica- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  town  council  to  depart  from 
the  position  which  they  have  assumed  about  these 
tolls? — I  am  bound  to  assume  it  is  for  the  present 
I  have  a  very  strong  opinion  that  as  soon  as  that 
market  place  is  opened  we  shall  have  deputations  to 
get  it  shut  up  again  as  a  nuisance. 


Adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock. 
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At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTIETH  DAY. 


Thursday,  26th  April  1888. 


PRBSBNT : 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBT,  K.G.,  m  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hogh  C.  K.  Childers,  M.P> 
Sir  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 


Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 
Mr.  Pierce  Mahony,  M.P^ 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Cockerton,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Robert  Dawbarn  and  Mr.  Charles  Greenwoop  examined. 


4983.  (Chairman  to  Mr.  Dawbarn,)  You  aro  a 
solicitor  practising  in  March  ? — Yes. 

4984.  ( To  Mr,  Greenwood,)  You  are  clerk  to  the 
local  board  of  health  ? — ^Yes. 

4985.  ( To  Mr.  Dawbarn.)  You  are  also  connected 
with  the  local  board  of  health,  are  you  not  ? — I  am 
not  connected  with  the  local  board  of  health  except 
as  representing  them  on  this  special  occasion.  The 
clerk,  who  is  with  me,  technically  represents  the  local 
board  of  health,  but  1  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
boai'd  as  thoroughly  as  if  I  belonged  to  the  board. 

4986.  Is  the  population  of  March  about  7,000  ? — 
Yes. 

4987.  March  is  in  the  centre  of  the  Fens  ? — Yes. 

4988.  Is  it  a  corn  district? — Yes. 

4989.  The  town  is  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

4990.  And  has  it  a  ready  communication  witli  all 
parts  of  the  country  ? — ^That  is  so. 

4991.  Besides  the  railway  has  it  a  navigation  con- 
nected with  Lynn  and  Wisbeach  and  Peterborough  ? 

Yes.     I  should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the 

fact  that  there  being  at  the  March  station  a  junction 
of  several  railways,  there  is  a  staff  of  477  men  employed 
at  it,  and  there  are  400  trains  passing  daily  from  or 
through  the  station. 

4992.  Is  the  town  increasing  ?  —  The  town  is 
increasing,  and  increasing  to  a  very  considerable 
extent ;  there  have  been  139  houses  recently  erected. 

4993.  Will  you  give  us  briefly  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  market  is  constituted  ?— In  the  22nd 
year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  a  grant  was  made  by 
letters  patent  of  a  market  and  two  fairs  to  Sir  Algernon 
Peyton,  Bart.,  who  was  then  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Doddington.  The  grant  conferred  the  right  on  Sir 
Algei-non  Peyton,  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  tiie,  within 
the  market  and  fairs,  certain  tolls  mentioned  in  the 

'  schedule  to  the  grant.  I  should  like  to  put  in  an 
office  copy  of  the  patent,  and  also,  if  your  Lordship 
pleases,  a  translation  {handing  them  in).  I  might 
just  mention,  with  regard  to  the  grant,  that  it  was 
made  within  a  veiy  few  years  after  the  settlement  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  the  Bedford  Level> 
at  which  time  agriculture  was  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and 
the  fisherman  and  the  fowler  had  possession  of  the 
fens.  1  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I  have  heard  and 
read,  that  there  was  an  eifort  then  made  by  the 
establishment  of  these  markets  to  facilitate  the  further 
and  more  complete  settlement  of  the  fens.  In  the 
schedule  itself  the  only  natural  products  which  are  tolled 
are  fruit  and  hemp.  There  is  no  allusion  whatever  to 
corn,  and  I  should  think  there  was  very  little  or  no 
wheat  or  oate  grown  at  that  time.  You  will  observe 
in  the  charter  that  the  market  was  to  be  held  upon 
Friday  in  every  week  yearly,  and  the  fairs  on  the  days 


therein  mentioned.  I  may  mention  parenthetically 
that  the  market  day  has  been  changed.  There  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  a  market  was  held,  more  or 
less  continuously,  between  the  date  of  the  grant  and 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century.  There  is  an 
assessment  of  the  tolls  of  the  market  in  an  old  rate- 
book, which  1  have  seen,  in  1785,  and  then  the  tolls 
were  assessed  at  6/.  Then  I  know  of  nothing  more 
until  1821,  when  an  eflbrt  was  made  to  revive  the 
market,  and  I  should  like  just  to  produce  the  notice 
that  was  then  published  with  the  object  of  reviving 
the  market.  That  notice  was  as  follows :  "  A  grant 
"  having  been  obtained  in  the  time  of  Charles  II., 
**  in  or  about  the  year  1670,  for  a  market  in  the 
**  town  of  March,  I  am  directed "  (ihat  is  the  town 
clerk)  '*  to  give  notice  that  such  grant  is  still  in 
'^  force,  and  that  a  market  for  all  sorts  of  grain, 
''  hemp,  flax,  cattle,  butter,  cheese,  and  other 
"  commodities  will  in  future  be  holden  at  March 
"  aforesaid  every  Friday,  to  commence  from  the 
'<  1st  day  of  June  next.  I  am  also  directed  to 
'*  give  notice  that  in  addition  to  the  usual  horse 
<<  fair  a  horse  fair  will  annually  he  holden,  pur- 
*'  suant  to  the  charter,  on  the  Saturday  before  the 
'^  summer  fair,  which  always  takes  place  on  the 
"  Monday  before  Whitsunday."  Now  that  includes 
all  sorts  of  grain,  hemp,  flax,  cattle,  and  so  on.  All 
sorts  of  grain  were  not  referred  to  in  the  original 
charter.  Again  it  fixes  a  horse  fair  for  Saturday. 
Saturday  was  not  referred  to  in  the  original  charter, 
so  that  there  was  a  deviation  in  those  respects  from 
what  was  contained  in  the  original  grant.  'An  attempt 
was  made  to  revive  the  market,  but  there  are  no 
records  that  are  available  to  show  us  what  the  result 
of  that  attempt  was.  Then  I  should  just  like  to  men- 
tion, as  a  matter  of  fact,  what  would  have  been 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Vawser,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
who  intended  until  the  last  day  or  two  to  accompany 
me,  but  is  unfortunately  too  ill  to  do  so,  tlxat  in  1821, 
or  shortly  afterwards,  there  were  posts  placed  around 
the  side  of  the  market  and  a  maypole  and  a  pillory 
stood  on  the  west  side.  This  is  a  plan  of  the  market 
{handing  it  in.)  The  maypole  become  dilapidated 
and  was  taken  down  within  Mr,  Vawser's  memory, 
and  in  lieu  of  the  pillory  8t<x;ks  were  placed  on  the 
lord's  waste  not  far  from  the  market.  At  that  time 
a  good  deal  of  business  was  done  at  the  fairs,  but 
comparatively  little  in  the  market.  In  Mr.  Vawser's 
early  recollection  only  a  very  little  wheat  was 
grown  in  the  neighbourhood,  there  were  more  oats 
'grown  than  wheat,  and  I  may  say  that  at  that  time, 
and  until  the  opening  of  the  railway,  which  took  place 
in  1847,  Cambridge  was  the  market  for  oats  and  Lynn 
for  whejrl.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  to 
March  in  1847|  and  before  the  erection  of  the  market 


Mr.N. 
Dawbarn  and 

Mr.C. 
OrMenwood. 

26  April  18«8. 
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ROYAL  COMMX88ION   ON   MARKOT  jRWHTS  AND   TOIXS  : 


Mr,  Jt.        house,  the  quantity  of  the  corn  sold  in  March  was 

M^^  ^^  ^^^^  small,  and  was  not  sold  within  the  area  of  the 

Greenwood      ™*rket  place.     In  connexion  with   the  opening  of  the 

*      railway  public  meetings  were  called  and  a  vigorous 

26  April  1888.  attempt  made  by  the  inhabitants  to  increase  the 
■  market.  Numerous  advertisements  were  inserted  in 
the  local  papers,  but  the  effort  was  not  attended  with 
much  success,  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  Friday 
was  an  unfortunate  day  for  March,  as  other  markets 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  held  on  the  same  day.  I 
have  the  advertisements  and  the  resolutions  that  were 
passed  here,  but  probably  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
put  them  in.  No  obligation  existed  on  the  part  of  the 
grantee  to  repair  or  improve  the  market  place,  and  so 
far  as  I  have  inquired  he  has  never  appeared  to  take 
much  practical  interest  in  the  market,  but  soon  after 
due  opening  of  the  railway  he  erected  a  shed  or 
building  open  on  one  side,  a  most  unsatisfactory  affair, 
and  close  to  the  market  place,  for  the  accommodation 
of  merchants  who  attended  and  purchased  com  by 
sample.  In  December  1856  a  change  of  the  market 
day  from  Friday  to  Wednesday  was  made  by  private 
arrangement,  and  without  any  formalities,  and  there- 
after several  additional  merchants  attended,  the  new 
erection  being  used  as  n  market  house.  The  local 
board  of  health  was  established  in  1853,  and  an  arrange- 
ment was  madf^  between  them  and  the  grantee  of  the 
market  by  which  in  return  for  the  use  of  the  site  of 
the  clock  house,  which  was  built  out  of  the  Church 
i-ates  upon  part  of  the  lord's  waste,  and  also  a  site  for 
road  material  close  to  such  house,  without  payment, 
the  market  place  was  from  time  to  time  cleaned  by  the 
board,  gravel  being  found  for  the  surface  of  the  market 
place  by  the  receiver  of  the,  tolls.  The  market  place 
is  156  feet  in  length  by  04  feet  in  depth,  and  it  is  used 
for  the  sale  of  meat,  fish,  garden  produce,  wood, 
pottery,  and  other  commodities.  The  market  house, 
which  is  40  feet  in  length  by  17  feet  in  width,  is  used 
for  the  sale  of  corn  cake  and  artificial  manure,  by 
sample,  and  the  back  yard  of  the  "  Golden  Lion,"  one 
of  the  public  houses  facing  the  market  place  on  the 
west  side,  is  now  used  for  the  sale  of  pigs.  Many 
}"ears  ago  the  collector  of  tolls,  one  John  Fitz  John, 
who  was  a  publican,  removed  the  pig  market  from  a 
spot  close  to  the  com  market,  where  it  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  be  held,  to  his  own  yard  at  the  White  Hart 
Inn,  some  distance  off.  Subsequently  another  toll 
collector  named  Phillips,  who  was  a  brewer,  removed 
the  pig  market  to  the  "  Q-olden  Lion,"  one  of  his 
own  houses,  where  it  still  remains.  Mr.  F.  B. 
Phillips  is  the  present  collector,  and  he  appropriat.es 
all  the  tolls  and  charges  which  he  receives  to  his  own 
use,  for  which  ho  pays  to  the  lord  the  sum  of  10/.  per 
annum.  He  is  not  appointed  by  deed  or  writing,  the 
agent  of  the  lord  says  he  is  subject  to  six  months 
notice  of  dismissal.  The  present  poor  rate  assessment 
of  the  market  tolls  is  10/.  There  are  about  14 
merchants  who  have  stands  or  desks  in  the  market 
house.  Each  merchant  pays  one  guinea  to  the  col- 
lector in  return  for  the  accommodation  he  receives. 
In  estimating  the  size  of  the  market  with  reference  to 
the  locality,  it  must  be  remembered  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  corn  grown  and  sold  in  this  very  prolific  district 
are  sold  by  sample  in  the  public  market,  and  that 
whilst  March  with  its  many  advantages  has  only  14 
stands,  Wisbech,  9  miles  distant,  has  54  stands,  and 
Peterborough,  14  miles  distant,  has  74  stands  in  its 
covered  market.  Many  farmers  who  sell  their  corn 
by  sample  in  neighbouring  markets  deliver  the  bulk  at 
the  March  Railway  Station.  As  to  the  tariff,  in  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Phillips,  the  present  toll  collector, 
he  stated  to  me  that  he  had  no  regular  scale  of  charges, 
he  took  a  list  out  of  a  drawer  of  his  father's,  who  was 
prior  to  himself  the  toll  collector,  but  he  did  not  know 
where  to  find  it  now.  He  said  that  he  charged  Srfl 
for  a  fish  stall,  6c/.  for  a  meat  stall,  if  the  butcher  were 
a  March  man^  but  \s.  if  he  belonged  to  Wisbech  or 
elsewhere,  2d.  or  3c/.  for  a  fruit  stall  (in  the  schedule 
that  is  \d,),  6rf.  for  pottery  and  other  commodities, 
but  he  had  often  great  trouble  to  get  anything  at  all. 
(Jpon  my  pressing  the  collector  a  little  further  he 


declined  to  give  further  information,  but  I  know  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  he  charges  for  a  small  pen  of  pigs 
4c/.,  and  for  a  larger  pen  6^.  He  takes  the  tolls  on 
each  Wednesday,  and  also  on  each  Saturday  evening 
when  there  is  a  market  for  meat,  fish,  and  other 
articles  likely  to  be  required  by  the  poorer  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  who  buy  freely.  No 
record  of  his  receipts  is  kept,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
his  gross  tddngs  are  about  50/. 

4994.  Has  no  opportunity  ever  been  taken  of 
testing  the  legality  of  these  charges  ? — No. 

4995.  It  is  not  known  what  they  rest  on  ? — It  is 
not  known  what  they  rest  on.  There  is  no  other 
record  than  that  contained  in  the  schedule  of  the 
grant. 

4996.  As  far  as  you  are  aware  thev  nre  purely 
arbitrary  ? — Just  so. 

4997.  I  understand  you  also  complain  that  there  ig 
not  sufficient  accommodation  given  in  return  for  the 
charge  that  is  made?  —  In  return  for  the  guinea 
perhaps  there  is  sufficient  accommodation  given,  but 
otherwise  there  is  not. 

4998.  Is  there  a  demand  for  larger  accommodation 
than  actually  exists  in  the  market  ? — There  is  not 
now  a  sufficient  inducement  for  people  to  come  to  the 
market,  by  reason  of  there  being  no  accommodation. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  accommodation  were 
extended  that  there  would  be  a  very  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  those  who  would  come  to  sell  and  to 
buy. 

4999.  Will  you  proceed  with  your  statement  ? — No 
Court  of  Pie  Poudre,  though  ordered  by  the  grant, 
has,  so  far  as  is  known,  ever  been  held,  and,  so  far  as 
is  known,  no  legal  proceedings  have  at  any  time  been 
taken  by  the  grantee  of  the  market  against  buyers  or 
sellers,  or  vice  versdf  so  as  to  raise  any  question  of 
title.  The  local  boai*d  have  had  occasion  to  complain 
of  nuisances  on  the  market  place,  especially  on  a 
Sunday,  when  stalls  and  caravans  often  remain  after 
the  fiskirs  or  after  the  Saturday  evening  market ;  the 
owners  employing  the  time  in  washing  their  clothes 
and  hanging  Uiem  out  to  dry,  and  throwing  the  soap- 
suds upon  the  ground.  In  November  1878  the  local 
board  took  proceedings  against  one  William  Thomp- 
son, a  stall  keeper,  for  obstructing  the  footway  on  the 
market  place  upon  a  Sunday,  but  a  claim  of  owner- 
ship of  the  land  having  been  set  up  by  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  the  magistrates  considered  they  had  no 
jurisdiction,  and  the  case  was  withdrawn. 

5000.  Have  there  ever  been  questions  raised  as  to 
the  right  to  buy  and  sell  outside  the  market  ? — None, 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

5001.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  there  any  buying  and 
selling,  such  as  would  go  on  in  the  market,  outside 
the  limits  of  the  market  ? — There  is.  Soon  after  this 
case  the  board  endeavoured  to  hire  the  market  rights 
of  the  lord,  so  as  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  nuisances 
complained  of,  and  I  should  like  just  to  mention  here 
that  there  is  a  court  leet  connected  with  the  manor. 
In  days  by  gOne  it  no  doubt  had  full  power  over 
nuisances  and  other  matters  of  that  class,  but  it  has 
lost  all  that  authority  now,  and  it  simply  appoints 
constables  and  pinders  who  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do.  A  deputation  from  the  board  waited  upon  Mr. 
Tusting,  the  lord's  agent,  with  the  object  of  purchas- 
ing the  lord's  rights,  but  though  attention  to  the 
application  was  promised,  no  communication  was 
received  hj  the  board,  and  no  arrangement  ever 
made. 

5002.  Did  the  board  make  any  definite  proposal 
upon  the  subject  ? — 

(Mr.  Greenwood.)  They  endeavoured  to  hire  the 
markets. 

5003.  Was  that  refused,  or  was  it  left  to  stand 
over  ? — It  was  left  to  stand  over. 

(Mr  Dawbarfi,)  During  last  year  (1887)  a  very 
strong  desire  was  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  of 
March  to  signalise  the  Jubilee  of  Her  Majesty  by  the 
erection  of  a  corn  exchange  in  connexion  -with,  a 
public  hall.  A  correspondence  was  entered  into 
between  the  local  board  and  others  and  the  lord  ^d 
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his  agent,  with  the  object  oi*  purchasing  the  market 
tolls  and  rights ;  but,  as  on  the  preyious  occasion, 
vrithont  any  satisfactory  result.  In  one  letter  received 
from  the  agent  in  February  1887,  he  remarks,  "  I 
"  have  to  state  that  on  consulting  with  the  solicitor 
"  of  the  lord  it  appears  that  the  property  is  part  of 
<*  the  settled  estate  of  the  lord,  and  that  under  the 
"  circumstances,  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  board, 
"  they  must  expect  to  pay  a  very  full  price  for  what 
"  they  require."  In  a  subsequent  letter,  written  a 
month  afterwards,  in  reply  to  one  to  the  lord  asking 
him  to  recdve  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitmats  of 
March  on  the  subject  of  the  market.  Lady  Pejrton, 
replying  on  the  lord's  behalf,  after  stating  thai  he  was 
too  unwell  to  recieve  a  deputation,  said,  that  in  ttns 
case  it  was  quite  vonecessary,  the  business  being  in 
the  hands  of  his  solicitor  and  agent  to  be  dealt  with 
in  due  time.  Since  then  no  communication  has 
been  received.  Sir  Thomas  Peyton,  the  then  grantee, 
has  since  died,  and  Sir  Algernon  Peyton  is  the 
present  owner  of  the  market.  From  the  foregoing 
statement  two  facts  are  obvious,  first,  that  for  30 
vears  and  upwards  the  market  day  named  in  the  grant 
has  been  changed,  Wednesday  having  been  substituted 
for  Friday.  It  is  submitW  that  by  this  change  the 
grant  is  forfeited. 

5004.  That  is  a  question  for  discussion  in  a  court 
of  law  ? — It  is.  I  do  not  know  whether  '  you  would 
like  me  to  refer  you  to  a  case  or  two  that  I  have 
directed  my  attention  to,  and  which  I  think  would 
bear  out  the  proposition  that  by  a  misuse  of  a  market 
the  grant  is  forfeited.  Perhaps  I  may  first  be  por- 
mitted  to  refer  to  a  dictum  by  Lord  Stowell,  which  I 
find  quoted  in  Maxwell  on  Construction  of  Statutes. 
*^  Grants  from  the  Crown  are  construed  strictly 
"  against  the  grantee  on  the  ground  that  prerogatives, 
"  rights,  and  emoluments  are  conferred  on  the  Crown 
"  for  great  purposes,  and  for  the  public  use,  and  are 
*'  therefore  not  to  be  understood  as  diminished  by 
"  any  grant  beyond  what  it  takes  away  by  necessary 
"  and  unadvoidable  construction."  In  the  case  of 
the  Attorney-General  versus  Homer  (Law  Reports  14, 
Queen's  Bench  Division,  245),  I  find  this,  ''The 
"  franchise  as  to  the  market  days  must  be  restricted 
"  to  the  days  mentioned  in  the  grant." 

5005.  We  cannot  try  the  l^al  question  here,  it 
will  probably  be  enough  for  your  purpose,  if  you  say 
that  you  have  sufficient  ground  for  taking  proceedings, 
to  vitiate  the  grant  if  yon  think  fit.  I  understand 
that  you  consider  that  you  would  have  a  legal  ground 
to  contend  that  the  grant  was  invalid,  if  you  choose 
to  put  that  claim  forward  in  a  court  of  law  ? — I  do. 

5006.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  attempt  o£  that 
kind  has  yet  been  made  ? — That  is  so.  The  second 
point  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  is  this,  that  the 
tariff  of  tolls  charged  by  the  grant  has  been  com- 
pletely disregarded,  and  an  unauthorised  tariff  or  mode 
of  charging  substituted,  and  commodities  have  been 
included  in  the  schedule  as  adopted  by  the  collector 
which  were  never  contemplated  when  the  grant  was 
made.  A  bargain  appears  to  have  been  struck  by  the 
toll  collector  with  each  seller,  more  toll  being  generally 
taken  than  authorised  by  the  original  tariff.  Then  I 
should  like  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of  things  as 
regards  purchase  by  sample.  The  agent  informed  me 
that  he  considered  that  the  merchants  should  perform 
their  business  in  the  market  place  in  the  house  which 
is  provided  for  them.  I  would  venture  to  submit  that 
merchants  who  buy  by  sample  are  not  liable  to  pay 
toll.  As  I  have  said  before,  the  schedule  refers  to  no 
direct  produce  of  the  land,  except  fruit  and  hemp. 
When  the  grant  was  made  by  the  Crown,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  level  in  which  March  is  situate  was  in 
the  possession  of  fishermen  and  fowlers,  and  little  or 
no  corn  was  grown.  The  sale  of  corn  by  sample  in  a 
market  overt  was  certainly  unknown.  To  constitute 
a  sale  in  a  market  overt  the  goods  sold  must  be 
present  in  the  market  during '  the  whole  of  the 
transaction,  from  the  making  of  the  contract  to  the 
deUvery  (Crane  versus  London  Dock  Company,  33, 
Law  Journal,  Queen's  Bench,  224). 


5,007.  I  gather  from  what  you  say  that  the  whole 
question  as  to  the  rights  claimed  by  the  grantee  of 
the  market  is  in  an  absolutely  unsettled  state  ? — 
Yes. 

5008.  If  you  were  to  proceed  to  buy  up  the  market 
rights  you  would  not  at  present  know  what  it  was  you 
were  buying,  or  what  it  was  you  were  expected  to  pay 
for  ? — That  is  so,  in  this  sense,  that  he  has  deviated 
entirely  from  the  rights  he  claims  under  his  letters 
patent. 

5009.  You  doubt  whether  the  grant  is  valid,  and  if 
it  be  valid  you  stilT  doubt  whether  the  tariff  charged 
is  one  which  the  law  would  support  ? — Yes. 

5010.  Therefore  you  do  not  know  whether  there  is 
anything  of  value  to  be  bought?  —  That  is  so.  j 
admit  that  the  soil  is  the  lord's  waste,  at  least  I  do 
not  dispute  the  ownei-ship  of  the  waste.  Now  the 
local  board  are  of  opinion  that  March  is  excellently 
situat^ed  for  a  good  market,  and  that  if  instead  of  the 
very  inadequate  accommodation  at  present  afforded 
fw  buyers  and  sellers,  a  new  corn  exchange  was 
erected  in  the  place  of  the  present  shed,  and  the 
market  place  wholly  or  partially  paved,  and  the  tolls 
carefully  regulated,  a  very  great  increase  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  town  might  be  anticipated.  It  is  also 
their  opinion  that  the  market  place  itself,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  good  order,  should  bo  put  under  their  manage- 
ment. They  are  therefore  in  favour  of  obtaining 
compulsory  powers  to  acquire  the  market  tolls  and 
rights. 

5011.  As  matters  now  stand  can  that  be  done 
otherwise  than  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  think  not, 

5012.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Have  you  any 
record,  beyond  what  you  have  told  us,  in  what  year 
the  tolls  were  first  levied  for  wheat  ? — No. 

5013.  You  have  given  some  evidence  about  the 
arbitrary  kind  of  way  in  which  the  tolls  are  levied. 
Did  you  notice  in  the  schedule  to  the  grant  that  there 
is  a  toll  of  Id.  on  all  persons  who  expose  any  goods 
for  sale  ? — Yes,  I  have  noticed  that,  a  personal  tax,  a 
poll  tax. 

5014.  Is  that  the  kind  of  way  in  which  tolls  arc 
levied  from  people  who  are  not  within  this  list  ? — No, 
I  think  not,  I  never  heard  of  so  low  a  toll  as  1</.  being 
paid  by  anyone.  Those  who  regularly  have  stands, 
or  tables,  or  stalls  pay  so  much  to  the  collector,  and 
when  any  stranger  comes  a  bargain  has  to  be  made 
with  him  ;  sometimes  he  is  willing  to  pay  what  is 
asked  ;  at  other  times  he  resents  it.  If  the  collector 
cannot  get  1*.  he  is  satisfied  with  Qd.^  and  if  he 
cannot  get  6^.  he  is  satisfied  with  ?td. 

5015.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  ask  whether  there 
w  any  table  of  tolls  stuck  up  in  the  market  ? — There 
is  no  table  of  tolls  exhibited  at  all. 

5016.  The  market  is  mainly  an  open  market? — it 
is,  with  the  exception  of  the  covered  shed  occupied  by 
the  merchants. 

5017.  That  is  what  you  call  the  market  house  ? — 
That  is  the  market  house,  it  is  open  to  the  weather 
on  one  side,  it  is  a  very  poor  place  indeed ;  no  man 
who  had  any  consideration  for  his  health  would  care 
to  go  and  stand  there  for  an  hour. 

5018.  When  was  that  built?— Just  after  1847, 
when  the  railway  was  opened. 

5019.  And  by  whom  was  it  built  ? — ^It  was  built  by 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  grantee. 

5020.  Do  you  know  about  how  much  he  spcmt  on 
it  ? — Not  more  than  60/.  or  70/.  I  should  say. 

5021.  Does  he'  keep  the  building  and  the  open 
market  place  in  repair  ? — ^The  building  he  keeps  in 
repair,  but  the  market  place  is  kept  in  repair  by  the 
local  board  of  health;  the  sweeping  and  all  the 
cleansing  are  done  by  the  local  board  of  health,  he,  in 
return,  exonerating  them  from  any  payment  for 
d^[>ositiQg  materials  for  the  repair  of  the  road  at  the 
back  of  the  market. 

5022.  Is  the  10/.  that  goes  to  the  lord  all  that  he 
gets  out  of  his  tnarket  rights? — Out  of  the  market 
altogether. 

5023.  10/.  a  year? — Yes,  the  collector  takes  the 
guinea  fee  from  each  merchant,  and  he  takes  all  he 
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gets  besides,  and  he  pays  the  10/.  a  year  and  sperids 
a  little  for  gravelling  the  market  place  during  the 
year. 

5024.  You  mentioned  Wisbech  as  having  a  much 
larger  market  foi*  corn,  do  you  think  if  the  market  in 
March  were  properly  attended  to  and  developed  you 
would  have  a  chance  of  having  as  good  a  mai'ket  as 
they  have  at  Wisbech  ? — Not  perhaps  quite  as  good, 
there  is  a  great  prei<tige  connected  with  Wisbech,  and 
it  would  take  some  time  to  diminish  that,  but  there 
are  advantages  obtainable  at  March  quite  equal  to 
those  at  Wisbech. 

5025.  A  nd  those  might  be  obtained  if  the  market 
were  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  really  knew  what 
the  wants  of  the  locality  were  ? — Quite  so. 

5026.  {Mr,  Little.)  You  saj  it  maybe  contended 
that  there  has  been  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  by 
changing  the  days,  have  you  considered  whether  con- 
tinuous use  for  30  years  since  the  change  would  give 
a  right  by  prescription  to  the  owner  ?— I  have  con- 
sidered that  question,  and  I  venture  to  submit  that  it 
would  not  give  any  right.  I  have  here  some  words 
by  Lord  Justice  Lindley  in  the  Attorney-General 
versus  Horner,  which  I  should  like  to  read.  He  says — 
*'  The  cases  which  have  been  referred  to  in  support  of 
"  presumptions  from  long  usage  will  be  found  to  have 
'^  been  cases  where  the  origin  of  the  rights  said  to 
'<  exist  has  been  lost  in  obscurity  and  there  has  been 
"  nothing  but  the  evidence  of  immemorial  use." 

5027.  As  to  moving  the  pig  market,  I  apprehend,  if 
the  grant  was  a  grant  to  March  and  was  not  limited 
by  metes  and  bounds,  that  the  lord,  or  the  lessee, 
would  be  within  his  rights,  in  moving  that  market  ? 
— I  do  not  know  but  what  it  is  quite  as  convenient 
to  the  public  where  it  is  now,  as  if  it  was  on  the 
market  place  or  where  it  was  originally,  Imt  it  was 
certainly  moved  at  the  time  for  the  convenience  of 
the  collector,  who  was  an  innkeeper,  and  he  moved 
it  to  his  own  yard. 

5028.  You  say  the  collector  is  not  appointed  by 
deed  or  vmting.  What  is  the  point  which  you  wish 
to  urge  as  to  that  ? — The  grant  to  him  of  such  a  right 
as  he  claims  to  possess  must  be  by  deed  according  to 
law. 

5029.  Then  he  becomes  a  mere  servant,  he  is 
merely  acting  for  the  lord  ? — Yes,  he  would  have  to 
sue  in  the  name  of  the  lord  if  he  wished  to  take  any 
proceedings. 

5030.  Are  there  any  cases  in  which  the  charge  at 
present  made  is  beyond  the  schedule  of  tolls  ? — To 
the  butchers  I  would  call  attention  specially  to  the 
charge.  A  March  butcher  is  charged  6J.  a  stall,  and 
a  Wisbech  butcher  is  charged  1«.,  or  a  butcher  from 
any  foreign  town.  Tradesmen  living  in  other  towns 
are  called  foreigners  and  treated  as  such. 

5031.  That  you  would  say  is  restrictive  of  trade  or 
tends  to  restrict  trade  ? — ^Yes. 

5032.  The  court  of  Pye  Poudre  was  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  to  try  cases  arising  in  the 
market  ? — So  I  understand. 

5033.  It  was  an  incident  of  markets  generally, 
was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

5034.  Was  it  a  source  of  pro6t  to  the  lord,  or 
simply  a  burden  upon  him  ? — I  suppose  it  was  con- 
nected with  good  order  in  the  market,  any  question 
that  arose  was  then  and  there  summarily  dealt  with. 
If  we  take  the  meaning  of  the  words  as  dusty  foot,  I 
suppose  it  was  an  easy  and  rapid  means  of  obtaining 
the  settlement  of  a  dispute  between  two  parties,  a 
buyer  aud  a  seller.  Beyond  a  small  fee  just  for  hear- 
ing the  case,  1  do  not  suppose  the  lord  got  any 
advantage  from  it. 

5035.  You  said  that  the  ownership  of  the  market 
place  was  in  the  lord  of  the  manor,  but  T  suppose  that 
would  be  ownership  subject  to  its  use  as  a  market,  he 
could  not  do  what  he  pleased  with  it  ? — I  have  no 
right  to  dispute  the  ownership  of  the  market  in  the 
lord,  for  I  do  not  know  anything  to  the  contrary,  but 
I  should  say  this,  that  after  the  market  has  been 
dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  public  so  many  years,  he 


could  not  recall  it  in  any  way,  it  must  be  subject  to 
the  rights  of  the  public. 

5036.  Is  there  anything  to  prevent  a  merchant  who 
buys  corn  by  sample  buying  elsewhere  in  the  town  ? 
— Nothing. 

5037.  For  instance,  could  the  sellers  establish  them- 
selves in  any  publii:  house? — I  apprehend  that  they 
could  do  so.  I  think  the  tenour  of  the  decisions  is  to 
that  effect.  But  there  is  a  doubt  naturally  arising  and 
felt  by  the  local  board  of  health  that  the  matter  is  to 
some  extent  at  least  unsettled,  and  they  think  they 
are  justified  in  entertaining  that  doubt  almost  by  the 
words  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Pollock,  who  says,  "  I 
'*  certainly  agree  with  Mr.  Grove  in  this,  that  there 
<'  never  yet  has  been  a  case  that  decides  that  the  sale 
"  by  sample  out  of  the  market  will  be  an  infringement 
**  of  the  ritfht  of  the  owner  of  the  market,"  (Mayor 
of  Brecon  t;.  Edwards,  31  Law  Journal,  Exchequer, 
368.).  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  merchant 
would  be  at  liberty  to  sell  out  of  the  market,  and  I 
may  say  that,  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  railway, 
merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  standing  outside  the 
area  of  the  market  and  selling  com  there,  and  they 
never  paid  anjrthing  whatever  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor. 

*    5038.  Now  they  pay  1/.  1*.  as  rent  or  stallage  ? — 
Yes. 

5039.  W(Juld  you  call  it  rent  or  stallage?— It  is 
called  a  rent  for  their  stands. 

5040.  The  character  of  the  population  of  March 
and  its  neighbourhood  is  such  that  a  Saturday  market 
would  be  a  very  desirable  thing,  a  great  part  of  the 
population  being  dependent  on  weekly  wages  ? — 
Certainly,  upwanis  of  2,000/.  a  month  are  taken  by 
the  railway  employes. 

5041.  Besides  thai  you  have  a  large  scattered 
agricultural  population  who  come  in  once  a  week  to 
spend  their  wages  ? — Yes. 

5042.  And  they  are  people  who  would  buy  in  a 
market  ? — Yes. 

5043.  The  local  authority  is  willing  to  buy  what- 
ever rights  the  lord  may  possess  on  reasonable  terms  ? 
— ^I  think  I  may  say  so,  certainly. 

5044*.  Supposing  the  parties  cannot  agree,  bow 
would  you  settle  the  terms,  would  you  agree  to 
arbitration? — Yes,  if  the  parties  could  be  brought 
toerether;  but  at  present  there  is  no  chance  of  its 
being  refeired  to  arbitration  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

5045.  But  suppose  that  the  local  authority  had 
compulsory  power  to  purchase,  then  do  you  think  that 
the  price  should  be  settled  by  arbitration  ? — I  have 
never  thought  that  out. 

5046.  There  would  have  to  be  some  way  of  de- 
termining the  price  to  be  paid  if  the  parties  could  not 
agree? — I  know  arbitration  would  seem  to  be  the 
proper  way  of  determining  the  price. 

5047.  You  no  doubt  are  aware  that  it  is  proposed 
by  a  Bill  now  before  Parliament  to  give  to  county 
councils  a  power  now  possessed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  revise  and  approve  scales  of  tolls  ? — I 
am. 

5048.  Is  that,  in  your  opinion,  desirable  ? — I  think 
it  is  very  undesirable. 

5049.  On  what  ground  ? — I  think  there  is  a  natural 
jealousy  between  one  town  and  another,  and  I  think 
that  the  county  council  would  be  composed  of  men 
w]io  .voiv.d  represent  certain  markets,  and  that  they 
would  object  to  the^  intrusion  of  other  markets  into 
the  locality.  If  1  may  take  an  example,  take  a  street 
in  a  small  town  with  a  number  of  tradesmen  in  it  j 
those  tradesmen,  if  they  had  the  option,  would  decline 
to  admit  another  tradesman  into  the  street,  and  I 
think  that  the  council  would  have  the  opportunity, 
by  manipulating  the  tolls,  to  do  very  serious  injury  to 
any  market  which  would  otherwise  be  a  rising  and 
successful  one. 

5050.  You  would  rather  go  to  an  authority  such 
as  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  might  take 
a  broader  view  than  a  local  council  ? — ^I  would  do  so. 
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5051.  (Sir  James  Carry,)  As  .tiatters  stand  now, 
there  is  no  possibility  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  und 
the  local  board  being  bronght  together,  so  as  to  ronv' 
to  terms  about  tolls? — I  think  there  is  no  probability 
whatever  of  it. 

5052.  And  you  think  if  a  general  Act  of  Parliament 
wore  passed  giving  compulsory  powers  to  local  boards 
and  other  local  authorities  that  the  local  board  ot 
March  would  take  advantage  of  that  ? — I  do. 

6063,  {Mr,  Mahony,)  You  would  object  to  a  county 
council  having  the  power  of  fixing  the  tolls? — 01* 
regulating  or  fixing  the  tolls. 

5054.  Would  you  have  the  same  objection  to  a 
purely  local  body  ? — I  think  it  should  be  a  thoroughly 
independent  body,  and  not  a  local  body,  to  settle  a 
question  of  that  kind.  Originally,  when  the  market 
was  instituted,  there  was  an  mqury  ad  quod  damnum^ 
an  inquiry  what  harm  the  new  market  would  do  to 
others  in  the  locality,  and  I  believe  I  am  right  in 
saying  that  when  March  Market  was  established,  and 
when  this  inouiry  was  made  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
charter  of  1671,  that  Wisbech  opposed  March,  and 
I  think  that  that  jealousy  is  both  common  and 
natural. 

5055.  I  do  not  think  you  quite  understood  my 
question.  I  see  your  objection  to  any  body  which 
would  represent  two  diflPerent  towns,  but  supposing 
a  local  body  representing  the  town  of  March  had  the 
power  of  fixing  the  tolls  for  March  Market,  would 
you  object  to  that? — Primd  facie  I  do  not  think 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  that. 

5056.  (Mr,  Charrington,)  Does  the  lord  of  the 
manor  derive  any  benefit  whatever  beyond  this  10/. 
a  year  which  he  receives  from  the  collector  of  the 
market  ? — I  think  not. 

5057.  Is  the  trade  of  the  market  an  increasing 
one  ? — No,  I  think  not,  as  matters  stand ;  I  do  not 
think  it  will  increase  at  all,  except  I  should  say  the 
Saturday  evening  market  may  have  a  few  more  stalls. 

5058.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  by  the 
inhabitants  of  March  as  to  the  way  the  market  is 
managed  ?  —  Yes,  such  complaints  as  you  might 
imagine  would  be  made,  but  people  do  not  believe 
there  is  apy  remedy.  The  local  board  complain  of 
their  want  of  control  over  the  market,  and  rhcy  see 
very  well  there  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
of  increasing  it  if  it  were  placed  in  their  hands; 
otherwise  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  special 
complaint. 


5059.  (Mr,    Childers,)    March    in    the    time    of     „^^- 
Charles  II.  was  a  smaU  vUWe  in   a  great    uncolti-  "S^^^"^ 
vated  morjiss,  was  it  not  ? — That  was  so  :  the  towns       Cfreemoood. 

in  the  Bedford  Level  and  those  aronnd  March  were  

built  upon  gravel;  they  were  small  islands,  and  during    86  April  188S. 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  water  surrounded  them.       — ^ 
Sedge  was  gmwn  to  a  very  great  extent,  a  little  corn 

being  grown  here  and  there. 

5060.  The  enormous  parish  of  Doddington,  in 
which  March  is  now  situate,  was  practically  produc- 
tive of  very  little,  was  not  it  in  those  days? — Yes. 

50(U.  And  March  was  no  more  than  a  small  village 
like  Doddington  itself? — It  was  a  hamlet  in  the 
parish  of  Doddington. 

5062.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  population  was 
at  that  time  ? — I  should  think  that  there  were  only  as 
rartuy  hundreds  as  there  are  thousands  now. 

5063.  If  I  say  there  were  500  p(K)ple  in  March  and 
200  perh.Hps  in  Doddington  that  would  describe  the 
state  of  things,  would  it  not? — Yes. 

5064.  And  r.here  was  no  connexion  between  the 
difierent  villages  and  hamlets  except  one  causeway  ? — 
That  was  so.  I  may  say  this,  that  the  church  at 
March  was  a  chapel  of- ease,  erected  there  on  account 
of  the  difiiculty  of  getting  to  the  parent  church  of 
Doddington  during  a  great  part  of  the  year.  An 
Indulgence  of  Cardinal  Wolsley  recited  the  establish- 
ment of  a  chapel-of-ease  at  March  on  account  of  that 
difficulty. 

5065.  Doddington  bemg  the  mother  parish,  but 
itself  a  very  small  place,  almost  inaccessable  ? — That 
was  so. 

5066.  At  that  time  it  was  not  unreasonable  that  the 
lord  should  have  power  to  do  what  he  could  in  bringing 
the  small  products  of  the  villages  to  a  centre  on  one 
of  these  knolls  in  the  middle  o!  the  morass  ? — ^I  think 
so. 

5067.  That  would  be  a  justification  for  the  charter 
that  was  given  to  Sir  Algernon  Peyton  ? — ies. 

5068.  But  now  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  are 
entirely  altered,  are  they  not  ? — They  are. 

5069.  And  however  justifiable  it  might  iiave  ^Ham 
in  the  time  of  Charles  IL  to  make  such  tin  arrange- 
ment, nobody  would  dream  of  making  such  an 
arrangement  in  the  present  day  ? — That  is  so. 

5070.  Therefore  you  claim,  do  you  not,  that  pro- 
vision being  made  to  the  10/.  going  to  the  Peyton 
family,  a  new  arrangement  as  to  market  accommoda- 
tion should  be  made  more  in  accordance  with  modern 
requirements  ? — Yes. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  J.  Bradnitm  examined. 


5071.  (Chairman,)  Will  you  tell  us  what  ex- 
perience you  have  had  of  markets  generally  ? — I  have 
been  connected  with  markets  ever  since  my  boyhood. 
My  father  was  a  market  gardener,  and  I  have  had  24 
years  experience  of  markets. 

5072.  What  are  you  ? — A  fruit  salesman. 

5073.  How  long  have  you.  been  acquainted  with 
the  Hull  markets  ? — I  have  been  living  in  Hull  now 
about  10  years,  during  which  time  I  have  had 
experience  of  the  Hull  markets. 

5074.  To  whom  do  the  market  rights  belong  at 
Hull  ? — To  the  Corporation. 

5075.  Under  what  authority  are  they  held  ? — They 
are  held  under  the  authority  of  a  Charter  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  I.,  1299,  according  to  the  statement  1  find 
in  Shehan*s  book. 

5076.  How  many  markets  are  there  ? — In  all  there 
are  seven  markets.  Parmgoii  Station,  Corporation 
Field,  Church  Side,  the  New  Market  Hall,  Dixon 
Square,  Billingsgate  Fish  Market,  and  the  Com 
Exchange. 

5077.  'J  hey  are  in  different  parts  of  the  town  ? — 
They  are  scattered  all  over  the  town  ;  theyare  miles 
apart. 

5078.  How  are  the  markets  governed  ? — They  are 
snpposedto  be  gov»irned  by  the  property  committee,  but 
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in  reality  they  are  governed  by  what  is  called  the  sub* 
markets  committee.  This  sub -markets  c-ommittee  is 
formed  out  of  the  property  committee,  and,  I  believe, 
is  composed  of  three  aldermen  and  two  councillors. 
There  is  a  very  great  amount  of  grievance  in  Hull 
with  regard  to  this  sub-markets  committee,  because  tlie 
sittings  of  the  sub-committee  are  all  practically  held 
in  secret,  and  there  are  no  byelaws  whatever  govern- 
ing any  of  the  markets  in  Hull.  I  applied  to  the 
town  clerk  last  year  for  their  byelaws,  and  I  found 
that  there  are  none  in  existence  governing  the  markets 
in  Hull,  and  there  is  no  schedule  of  tolls  exhibited  in 
any  markets  in  Hull. 

5079.  Do  t  ri;?htly  understand  that  these  markets 
are  governed  according  to  the  absolute  will  of  this  sub- 
committee ? — ^That  is  so.  I  may  say  C  made  a  com- 
plaitit  before  the  property  committee  and  it  was 
refeired  to  this  sub-markets  committee,  and  I  sent 
a  letter  to  the  town  clerk  to  know  whether  I  might 
be  allowed  to  bring  a  reporter  witli  me  or  bring  a 
friend  as  a  witness  of  what  took  place.  I  was  denied 
that  right  and  therefore  I  would  not  lay  my  case 
before  the  sub-committee.  I  may  say  that  last  week 
(I  have  no  doubt,  largely  in  consequence  of  the  moral 
cii't'ct  of  the  appointment  of  this  Commission)  the 
Corporation  of  Hull  have  passed  a  resolution  to  appoint 
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Mr.  ^..markats  If^ommittoe,  consisting  of  memberfi  from,  all 

J.  Bradnum,    parts  of  the  town. 

— 7-  5080.  Are  there  complaints  of  inadequate  market 

26  April  1888.  accommodation  ? — Yes,  great  and  general  complaints, 
in  fact,  Hull  is  a  town  that  has  increased  very  rapidly 
indeed  in  population.  In  1801  the  pppulation  was 
29,000,  in  1861  it  was  98,000,  and  at  the  present  time 
it  approaches  about  200,000.  The  old  town  of  Hull 
was  a  garrison  town  and  the  docks  are  made  on  the 
former  garrison  walls,  and  consequently  the  old  town 
of  Hull  i  tself  is  practically  an  island.  The  population  in 
the  old  town  is  diminishing,  but  a  great  increase  in 
the  population  has  taken  place  outside  this  island  as 
this  map  will  show  (producing  it). 

5081.  We  may  take  it  that  the  inadequacy  of  the 
market  accommodation  is  partly  due  to  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  and  also  from  the  neglect 
of  the  corporation  to  provide  other  market  accommo* 
dation.  There  used  to  be  stands  along  here  (painting 
to  the  map)y  and  after  the  town  extended,  instead  of 
providing  increased  market  accommodation  there  the 
market  gardeners,  who  attended  from  Cottingham  and 
the  East  Riding  District,  were  removed  from  there,  and 
instructed  to  stand  here,  on  the  Beverley  Head  about 
a  mile  away  from  their  former  position  till  they  became 
so  numerous  that  they  were  then  removed  to  a  pltice 
called  Corporation  Field. 

5082.  What  accommodation  is  there  for  tl*e  sale  of 
hay,  straw,  roots,  and  other  farm  produce  ? — There  is 
no  accommodation  whatever  although  Hull  is  the 
centre  of  a  very  large  agricultural  district,  and  though 
there  is  no  other  large  town  you  may  say  withiii  a 
radius  of  about  40  miles  where  the  farmers  can  bring 
hay,  straw  or  roots  for  sale,  there  is  no  accommodation 
in  Hull  for  the  sale  of  hay,  straw  or  roots.  HuU  is  a 
place  iu  which  a  great  number  of  horses  are  kept,  and 
none  of  the  small  horse  owners  can  buy  a  load  of  hay 
or  straw  direct  from  the  farmer  or  producer  of  that  hay 
or  straw,  and  the  consequence  of  there  not  being  this 
accommodation  is  that  the  whole  of  this  hay  and 
straw  business  has  to  be  done  through  the  hands  of 
certain  middlemen,  and  no  market  price  whatever  can 
be  made  for  those  articles  in  Hull ;  they  never  go 
into  the  market  at  all,  and  are  never  exhibited,  con- 
sequently the  producers  cannot  get  the  competition 
which  they  ought  to  have  upon  their  goods,  nor  can 
the  people  iu.  Hull  have  an  opportunity  of  buying 
direct  from  the  producer.  This  system  is  building  up 
little  monopolies  of  middlemen,  and  taking  away  the 
advantage  that  the  public  ought  to  enjoy  of  reasonable 
competition  and  choice  of  what  they  require. 

5083.  Have  the  farmers  complained  ?  —  Yes,  the 
farmers  have  complained  repeatedly.  I  may  say  that 
farmers  have  come  to  my  warehouse  in  Humber 
Street  repeatedly  and  said,  "  Where  can  I  sell  any 
'*  roots  and  other  produce  of  that  kind,"  which  I  do 
not  deal  in  myself 

5084.  What  is  the  state  of  things  as  regards  accom- 
modation for  the  sale  of  cattle  ? — The  accommodation 
for  the  sale  of  cattle  is  very  inadequate  indeed,  and 
there  have  been  great  complaints  on  that  subject 
by  the  cattle  dealers.  A  petition  was  presented  to 
the  corporation  of  Hull  in  1886,  by  the  large  cattle 
dealers  and  auctioneers  in  the  East  Riding  of  York- 
sliire,  who  showed  that  there  had  been  a  very  great 
increase  in  the  number  of  beasts,  sheep,  and  pigs,  that 
beasts  had  inci-eased  in  the  seven  years  from  1879,  from 
7,000  in  1879  to  10,000  in  1886  ;  sheep  from  41,000  to 
(52,000 ;  and  pigs  from  312  to  4,992.  This  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporatioii  of  Hull,  it 
being  signed  by  16  large  auctioneers  and  wholesale 
cattle  dealers  and  salesmen,  all  of  whom  resided  in  the 
East  Riding  and  the  Holderness  district.  The  com- 
plaint they  made  then  is  still  existent,  and  has  become 
intensified  by  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
cattle  since  that  time.  Those  gentlemen  again  waited 
upon  the  Corporation  early  in  the  present  year,  and 
they  came  before  the  sub-committee,  and  they  were 
told  that  their  desire  would  be  considered,  and  all  the 
consideration  they  got  was  a  notice  put  up  in  the 
rnarliet  increasing  the  tolls  from  4c?.  to  \0d.  a  beast. 


so  that  instead  of  getting  aoy  more  accommodation 
what  they  got  was  a  rise  in  the  toils  of  150  per  cent. 

5085.  Was  there  any  question  raised  as  to  the 
legality  of  that  increase?  —  Yes;  these  auctioneers 
and  cattle  dealers  declined  to  pay.  On  April  the  4th 
of  this  year  they  offered  the  usual  tolls  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  pay^  the  4J.,  and  those  tolls  were  re- 
fused. On  April  11th,  the  following  market  day,  the 
gates  of  the  market  were  guarded  by  policemen 
against  all  the  cattle  dealers  and  auctioneers  who 
refused  to  pay  the  week's  previous  toll  at  the  increased 
rate. 

5086.  What  followed  ? — These  gentlemen  adjourned 
to  another  place,  and  ultimately  they  decided  to  take 
their  cattle  into  the  market  and  pay  the  amount  under 
protest,  and  they  have  paid  that  amount  ever  since. 

5087.  Have  they  taken  any  steps  in  the  law  courts  ? 
— No,  they  have  not  taken  any  legal  steps.  I  may 
say,  in  addition  to  this,  that  at  a  large  meeting  of 
these  gentlemen  in  Hull,  Jiold  with  regard  to  these 
charges,  Mr.  George  Siickney,  a  large  farmer,  of 
Danthorpe  Hall,  in  the  Holderness  district,  moved,  on 
the  20th  of  April,  this  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously carried,  ^'That  the  accommodation  in  the 
^^  cattle  market  in  Edward's  Place  is  totally  inade- 
^'  qrate  to  the  present  requirements,  and  that  such 
'*  want  of  accommodation  has  become  of  serious  con- 
'*  sequences  to  the  farmers  and  others  of  the  district 
'*  who  attend  the  market  with  fat  stock ;  and  that 
"  this  meeting  respectfully  urges  upon  the  corpora- 
**  tion  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a  suitable 
*•  market  with  the  necessary  requirements  in  some 
**  convenient  place,  for  the  sale  of  fat  stock."  In 
his  remarks  he  says,  "  It  is  the  worst  market  in  the 
"  north  of  England.  In  no  other  market  will  you 
"  find  the  cattle  knocked  so  much  about  as  you  do  in 
"  the  Hull  market."  I  can  confirm  that  from  my 
own  personal  experience  ;  the  market  is  very  small, 
the  area  of  it  being  only  some  5,400  yards  gross. 

5088.  It  comes  to  this,  that  cattle  dealers  and 
auctioneers  want  ar  new  market  ? — ^Yes,  they  want 
altogether  a  larger  place,  they  want  three  or  four 
times  the  space.  Then  Hull  is  also  the-  centre  of  a 
very  large  sheep  district,  and  the  sh^ep  that  arrive 
in  Hull  for  sale  have  oflen  to  remain  at  the  station 
till  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  because  there  is 
not  room  in  the  market  for  them.  There  are  only 
pens  in  the  market  for  1,000  sheep,  and  more  than 
that  number  come  into  Hull  for  sale  on  a  market 
da}',  and  till  one  or  two  lots  are  sold  out  the  people 
cannot  bring  in  their  sheep.  These  auctioneers  and 
cattle  dealers  find  that  it  is  a  very  great  grievance 
indeed,  and  last  year  in  some  cases  the  farmers  came 
down  and  ordered  the  cattle  waggons  away  without 
being  unloaded  at  all. 

5089.  Does  the  same  grievance  exist  as  I'egards  the 
sale  of  market  garden  produce,  fruit,  vegetables,  eggs, 
and  butter  ? — Yes,  the  accommodation  at  Hull  is  very 
bad  for  the  sale  of  these  articles..  In  consequence  of 
the  corporation  not  having  provided  a  proper  market, 
several  small  markets  have  grown  up  in  different  parts 
of  the  borough,  in  addition  to  which  markets  are  held 
in  many  of  the  streets.  The  consequence  of  this 
divided  System  is  to  weaken  the  competition.  The 
groovers  and  farmers  complain  that  they  are  dej^rived 
of  fair  and  legitimate  competition  upon  their  produce, 
and  they  oftentimes  are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  practice 
of  hawking  these  things  through  the  streets  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  rid  of  them. 

5090.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  this  division 
of  markets  prevents  legitimate  competition ;  do  you 
mean  that  people  in  one  market  do  not  know  what 
prices  have  been  given  in  the  others  ? — That  is  so. 
No  paper  in  Hull  can  publish  the  market  price  of  any 
kind  of  farm  produce ;  there  are  as  many  prices  as 
there  are  markets.  One  market,  though  in  the  samei 
town,  may  be  over  supplied  and  the  commodities  may 
fetch  a  bad  price,  and  another  market  may  bo  scantily 
supplied  and  the  things  may  be  fetching  a  good  price. 
That  tells  against  the  producer,  and  in  the  end,  ol 
course,  it  tells  against  the  consumer,  inasmuch  ae  if 
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the  prodacer  takes  a  particular  article  to  a  place  i'or 
8ale,  and  he  does  not  get  a  satisfactory  retura  for  bis 
hiboar,  he  will  be  discouraged  from  the  production  of 
that  article  and  will  grow  some  other  article.  This 
system  is  against  free  trade,  it  is  against  the  interest 
of  small  traders;  the  small  dealers  cannot  aiford  to 
attend  three  or  four  markets  to  get  what  they  require, 
whereas  a  large  one  can ;  that  makes  it  difficult  for 
the  small  dealers  to  compete,  and  that  is  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  the  public. 

5091.  Is  there  no  arrangement  by  which  one  par- 
ticular class  of  articles  is  sold  in  one  of  these  markets, 
and  another  class  of  articles  in  another  ? — This  old 
market  place  {pohUing  to  the  map)  is  mainly  supposed 
to  be  for  the  Lincolnshire  produce,  and  the  other  is 
for  the  East  Biding  produce,  while  Humber  Street  if^ 
supposed  to  be  for  produce  from  another  district,  the 
goods  sold  at  the  three  places  being  of  the  same 
character,  only  from  different  districts. 

5092.  Would  it  be  possible  to  proyide  one  central 
place  where  all  these  goods  might  be  sold  with  equal 
convenience  to  buyer  and  seller  ? — Yes,  that  is  the 
great  desire  of  the  people  of  Hull.  They  complain 
that  the  corporation  has  been  spending  money  and 
wfll  persist  in  spending  money  on  this  scattered 
system  of  markets. 

5093.  You  mentioned  Corporation  Fields  as  being 
one  of  the  markets ;  what  accommodation  is  provided 
therein — The  market  gardeners  were  removed  from 
the  original  market  of  Hull,  in  the  centre  of  the  old 
borough,  to  Beverly  Road  ;  they  became  so  numerous 
that  they  caused  an  obstruction  there,  and  then  they 
were  removed  into  this  Corporation  Field.  This  Cor- 
poration field  is  simply  an  open  field,  neither  fiagged 
nor  paved  ;  it  is  covered  with  ashes,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  people  when  they  come  into  the 
market  are  oftentimes  ankle  deep  in  mud  and  dirt,  and 
this,  of  course,  is  very  injurious  to  the  health  of  those 
who  attend  the  market.  I  have  here  a  petition  which 
some  of  these  mai'kei  gardeners  asked  me  to  present 
to  the  Commissioners ;  there  was  a  sort  of  feeling  that 
the  Commissicmers  would  have  visited  Hull  {handing 
in  the  petition).  They  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
their  goods  are  damaged  and  that  competition  is 
weakened. 

5094.  You  also  mentioned  Church  Side  Market. 
What  accommodation  is  provided  in  that  market  ? — 
The  Church  Side  Market  is  another  of  these  scattered 
markets.  The  site  of  it  was  part  of  the  ancient 
burying  ground  of  Holy  Trinity  Church  (thU  is  a 
portion  of  the  churchyard)  and  was  acquired  by  the 
Corporation  under  the  Urban  Sanitary  Acts,  after 
they  had  acquired  this  portion  of  the  churchyard  for 
so-called  street  improvements  they  moved  a  number 
of  the  people  from  the  ancient  market  to  the  back  of 
this  church,  with  no  protection  for  the  people  exoept 
a  little  bit  of  stall  covering  for  their  goods. 

5095.  Are  any  of  these  markets  of  which  you  have 
been  speaking  covered  in  ? — Nono  of  them  are  covered 
in.  Then  I  may  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Hull  is 
a  fiat  place  and,  as  a  consequence,  when  we  have  a  lot 
of  wet  weather  or  snow  these  poor  people  who  have 
Htands  in  these  markets  suffer  in  their  h^th,  and  idso 
their  goods  are  very  much  damaged.  Very  great  com- 
plaints are  made  about  that.  This  Church  Side  Market 
has  been  very  materially  injured  by  the  opening  of 
another  new  market  this  year,  viz.,  Dixon's  Square 
Market,  they  have  put  Lincolnshire  farm  produce  in 
this  Dixon's  Square  Market,  and  that  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  the  attraction  away  from  Church  Side. 

5096.  We  understand  that  the  Corporation  have 
built  a  new  market  hall  lately  ? — Yes,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  most  serious  matters  I  wish  to  bring  before  the 
notice  of  this  Commission.  This  new  market  hall 
has  really  been  built  almost,  I  believe  I  might  say,  in 
defiance  of  the  people  of  Hull.  In  the  first  instance, 
when  the  scheme  for  building  a  new  market  hall  was 
propounded,  the  struggle  was  between  the  scattered 
system  of  markets  and  the  central  market  principle. 
The  vested  interests  of  the  old  town  were  in  favour 
of  retaining  the  market  in  the  old  town,  and  a  great 


struggle  took  place.  The  chairnmn  of  the  property 
committee  when  he  found  the  opposition  was  likely  to 
be  carried  to  the  furthest  point  that  it  could  be  carried, 
declared  that  there  were  surplus  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation  which  they  could  use  for  building 
this  market  without  having  to  come  to  the  ratepayers 
for  their  sanction.  I  communicated  with  the  local 
government  authorities  with  regard  to  that,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Corporation  had  to  give  notice  in 
the  usual  way  and  obtain  the  borrowing  powers  that 
were  necessary.  In  connexion  with  that  objection 
was  raif-ed,  and  a  towns  meeting  was  called,  and 
Alderman  Leak,  who  was  chairman  of  the  property 
committee,  and  who  also  was  ex-Mayor  of  Hull,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  Dr.  Rollett,  took  the  chair 
at  this  meeting.  .  I  may  say  that  this  meeting  was 
held  in  the  sessions  court  in  the  old  town,  a  very  small 
place,  in  fttct;the  meeting  was  thoroughly  packed  by 
representatives  of  the  shop-keepere  in  the  market 
place  who  closed  their  shops  early  in  the  day.  The 
following  resolution  was  moved  at  this  meeting : 
^'  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  proposal  of 
"  the  Corporation  to  borrow  upon  the  rates  the  sum 
"  of  27,000/.  as  the  estimated  cost  of  reconstruction 
•'  of  the  shambles  is  an  unwise,  unnecessary,  and 
'^  inimical  expenditure,  as,  owing  to  the  steadily 
"  diminishing  population  of  the  old  town,  concurrently 
"  with  the  vast  development  and  rapidly  increasing 
"  population  outside  the  bridges,  the  shambles  site  is 
"  now  entirely  out  of  position  and  totally  inadequate  for 
"  market  purposes,  and  such  expenditure  would 
"  therefore  be  an  injurious  sacrifice  of  ratepayers* 
"  money  for  perpetuating  the  present  pernicious, 
"  wasteful,  and  disastrous  system  of  scattered  and 
"  divided  markets.  We,  therefore,  request  the  cor- 
"  poration  to  withdraw  a  scheme  which  is  opposed  to 
"  the  common  welfare  of  the  town."  This  resolution 
was  lost,  and  a  poll  was  demanded.  It  happened  in 
this  case  that  the  mayor  was  otit  of  town,  and  the  ex- 
mayor  declared  he  had  no  power  to  grant  a  poll.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  that  poll  had  been 
granted  that  scheme  would  have  been  defeated.  As 
regards  the  scheme  itself,  I  find  in  the  return  which 
the  corporation  of  Hull  have  made,  they  state  that 
they  are  rebuilding  their  market  hall  at  a  cost  of  over 
22,000/.,  17,855/.  is  for  the  builders'  contract.  In 
one  portion  of  the  buildings  there  are  large  spirit 
vaults,  which  take  up  the  whole  of  the  market  fronting 
Blackfriargate,  and  this  large  tower  belongs  to  those 
spirit  vaults,  so  that  one  end  of  the  market  is  entirely 
spirit  vaults,  and  out  of  the  whole  of  these  15  front 
shops  there  is  only  one  that  has  anything  to  do  with 
supplying  the  people  with  food,  that  is  a  fish  shop. 
Besides  the  spirit  vault  there  is  a  hatter's  shop,  a 
tailor's  shop,  a  cutlery  shop,  a  book  shop,  a  tailor's 
shop,  a  book  shop,  a  barber's  shop,  a  tailor's  shop,  a 
cutlery  shop,  a  &h  shop,  a  grocer's  shop,  a  chemist 
shop,  a  tobacco  shop,  and  a  cocoa  shop,  in  fact  the 
market  space  inside  is  less  than  it  was  before  they 
touched  it,  and  my  contention  is  that  it  is  not  making 
an  honest  return  to  call  that  a  market  scheme  ;  it  is  a 
property  scheme,  it  has  no  more  to  do  with  supply- 
ing people  with  market  accommodation  than  Covent 
Garden  theatre  has  to  do  with  supplying  people  with 
market  accommodation  in  Covent  Garden  Market. 
Then  I  may  refer  to  this  point  in  connexion  with  this 
new  market.  What  is  called  the  new  market  was  for- 
merly the  old  shambles.  The  charges  in  this  new 
market  are  three  times  what  they  were  in  the 
shambles.  People  are  paying  at  the  rate  of  70/.  a 
square  yard,  that  is  to  say,  the  capitalised  value  of 
the  land  at  five  per  cent,  upon  the  present  charges. 
Those  people  who  are  paying  that  are  the  very  poorest 
of  the  people,  people  who  cannot  afibrd  to  take  a 
shop..  In  the  old  shambles  the  people  paid  10c/.  for 
a  stand  on  Saturday,  whereas  they  now  pay  2$.  6d.y 
and  their  space  is  less  than  three  square  yards,  and 
for  the  same  space  for  a  week  they  pay  4«.  I  con- 
tend that  in  carrying  out  the  scheme  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  new  market  there  was  an  evasion  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  inasmuch  as 
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^^^  the  ratepayers  were  refused  their  ju3t  rights  of  a  poll, 

J.  Bradnum.    jes  or  no,  on  this  expenditure. 

— ^  5097.  If  that  was  illegal  it  could  have  been  con- 

26  April  1888.  tested  ? — Yos,  but  what  is  everybody's  business  is 
""^~~""  nobody's  business,  and  in  opposing  a  corporation  you 
arc  opjx)sini:  people  who  spend  other  people's 
money,  and  that  ia  a  great  consideration.  T  have 
liere  a  return  from  the  borough  accountant,  in  which 
he  says  "  Sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  for  the  market 
**  hall  improvement,  19,000/.;  sanctioned  by  the 
"  Txx^al  Government  Board  for  the  purchase  of 
"  land  to  throw  into  Queen  Street,  8,000/.,  making 
"  27,000/.  That  is  what  they  had  power  to  borrow 
for  the  new  market.  The  new  market  really  cost 
29,667/.,  that  is  so  much  over  the  estimate. 

5098.  You  referred  just  now  to  Dixon's  Square 
Maiket,  where  is  that  market? — Dixon's  Squnre 
Market  is  adjacent  to  the  new  market,  and  it  was 
never  in  the  plans  at  all,  it  was  never  passed.  The 
site  of  Dixon's  Square  has  been  purcliased  at  a  cost 
of  1,500/.,  and  the  covering  it  over  cost  500/.,  making 
a  total  cost  of  2,000/.  It  is  a  small  place  ;  it  is  called 
Sparrow  Hall,  still  it  is  another  market.  It  is  an 
addition  to  the  new  market.  It  is  really  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  corporation  and  the  people  connected 
with  the  old  town  to  force  this  scattered  system  upon 
the  people  of  Hull. 

5099.  I  take  it  that  we  may  assume  that  your  com- 
plaint, and  the  complaint  of  those  who  think  with  yon, 
turns  almost  entirely  upon  this,  that  you  want  one 
centralised  market  instead  of  a  number  of  market*?  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  the  main  point. 

5100.  Have  you  anything  more  to  say  about  Dixon's 
Market? — k%  regards  Dixon's  Market,  which  adjoins 
the  new  market,  the  cost  of  which  was  2,000/.,  it  was 
never  put  before  the  ratepayers,  and  it  has  never  re- 
ceived their  sanction.  The  corporation  took  the 
money  for  the  construction  of  that  market  out  of  the 
surplus  funds.  I  contend  that  if  cor)>orations  can 
raise  more  money  than  what  is  necessary  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  and  if  they  can  transfer 
that  surplu-i  to  a  so-called  surplus  fund  and  can  expend 
that  surplus  fund  independently  of  the  ratepayers  in 
such  schemes  as  this,  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 
is  a  dead  letter,  and  the  power  of  self  government  is 
taken  from  the  ratepayers,  because  that  scheme  never 
could  have  been  carried  out  if  it  had  been  brought  in 
a  proper  way  before  the  town. 

5101.  You  arc  contending  that  it  was  an  illegal 
proceeding  ? — Yes,  the  thing  was  carried  out  without 
any  consent  either  from  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
or  from  the  ratepayers. 

5102.  I  presume  it  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety 
in  the  town  ? — No,  nohody  knew  of  it.  I  said  one  day 
to  one  of  the  town  coimcillors  that  I  met,  "  So  you 
have  another  sraujijgled  market  here  ?  "  and  he  only 
smiled  and  said  "Yes." 

5103.  Whether  the  proceeding  was  legal  or  not,  you 
say  no  one  thought  it  worth  while  to  contest  it  ? — No ; 
the  t)eople  who  stand  in  these  markets  are  too  poor. 
As  regards  the  70/.  a  square  yard  which  people  are 
paying  in  the  new  market,  I  would  call  your  attention 
to  this:  Dixon  Square,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  new 
market,  cost  2,000/.;  that  consists  of  400  square 
yards,  so  that  is  5/.  a  square  yard,  and  at  present  the 
tolls  iu  the  new  market  hall  amount  to  70/.  a  square 
yard  for  the  letable  space ;  therefore  they  can  [)rovide 
accommodation  for  5/.  a  yard  at  Dixon's  Square  at  a 
distance  that  might  be  represented  by  the  difference 
between  one  side  of  the  room  and  the  other,  though 
they  are  charging  at  the  rate  of  70/.  a  yard  at  the  new 
market. 

5104.  Do  you  complain  that  the  accommodation 
provided  in  the  new  market  is  insuflScient  ? — Yes. 

5105.  Insufficient  in  extent? — Yes,  it  is  insufficient 
in  extent.  We  are  told  now  by  members  of  the  pro- 
perty committee  that  they  have  a  right  to  get  all  they 
can  as  long  as  there  is  a  large  demand  for  stalls  or 
standings  in  the  market,  in  fact  that  they  are  to  have 
a  monopoly,  and  the  right  of  charging  whatever  they 
please.     It  is  through  this  that  they  are  able  to  charge 


this  exorbitant  price  of  70/.  a  yard  for  a  place  which 
ir,  not  worth  a  tenth  part  of  the  money. 

5106.  In  addition  to  insufficient  area  in  the  new 
market,  do  you  say  that  the  provision  made  for  the 
convenience  of  those  who  frequent  the  market  is 
insufficient  ? — Yes. 

5 107.  With  regard  to  crame,  poultry,  fish,  fruit,  and 
perishable  goods  arriving  daily  at  Hull  by  railway,  ia 
any  market  accommodation  provided  ? — ^Yes,  by  the 
railway  company  at  the  Paragon  Station.  There  has 
been  a  market  held  at  that  station  ever  since  the 
opening  of  the  railway.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  fish 
and  game  brought  in  by  railway  from  Scarborough 
and  Whitby,  and  other  places  in  England,  and  from 
Sr»otland,  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  which  is  sold  at  the 
"♦^aragon  Station.  The  railway  company  find  this 
perishable  traffic  so  valuable,  from  the  big  rates  they 
get  upon  it,  that  they  have  spent  several  thousands  at 
diis  station  and  covered  3,000  yards  of  space. 

5108.  This  mai'ket  that  you  arc  now  speaking  of 
belongs  to  the  railway  company  ? — Yes. 

5109.  Do  they  let  anyone  have  access  to  it  ? — It  is 
open  to  all  purchasers,  but  it  is  not  open  to  all  vendors ; 
it  is  only  open  to  those  people  who  have  goods  arriving 
by  their  railway,  and  consequently  this  is  an  injustice 
to  other  railwajs,  for  instance,  the  Hull  and  Barnsley, 
which  is  a  competing  line  with  the  North-eastern  ;  but 
these  people  who  sell  their  fish  and  their  game  at  this 
station  advise  their  consignors  to  send  by  the  route  of 
the  North-eastern.  If  fish  or  game  or  perishable 
articles  arrive  by  any  other  route  they  cannot  be 
brought  to  this  place  for  s^e. 

5110.  The  railway  company  would,  I  suppose,  say 
that  they  were  only  interested  in  providing  acconuno- 
dation  for  their  customers? — The  railway  company 
are  able  to  command  the  traffic  by  virtue  of  providing 
this  market  accommodation  at  their  station.  I  may 
say  there  is  a  goodish  quantity  of  these  perish- 
able articles  smuggled  on  to  this  Paragon  Station 
occasionally  by  various  dealers. 

5111.  Is  this  railway  market  in  any  way  under  the 
corporation  ? — No ;  the  corporation  wink  at  it ;  they 
allow  what  I  contend  is  an  infringement  of  the 
people's  rights,  because  they  have  failed  to  provide 
adequate  accommodation  themselves. 

5112.  In  short,  having  the  right  presumably  to 
enforce  a  monopoly  for  their  own  markets,  they  do 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  exercise  that  right? — 
Yes. 

5113.  Do  you  make  that  a  matter  of  complaint  ? — 
Yes ;  I  say  it  is  against  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers ;  I  contend  that  the  monopoly  of  the  markets 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers  themselves, 
and  that  this  market  only  exists  in  consequence  of  the 
neglect  of  the  corporation  to  fulfil  their  duties  in 
providing  proper  accommodation,  which  would  then 
give  fair  play  to  all  the  railways  and  give  the  greatest 
facility  to  the  senders  of  these  goods  by  giving  them 
free  competition,  and  also  give  the  town  the  benefit  of 
an  enlarged  field  of  choice. 

5114.  In  addition  to  the  markets  of  which  you  have 
spoken  are  there  markets  held  in  the  streets  ? — Yes ; 
the  markets  are  scattered  all  over  the  place.  Markets 
are  held  in  My  ton  Gate  (a  long  narrow  street).  Fish 
Street,  Dagger  Lane,  Humber  Street,  Finkle  Street, 
and  also  on  the  dock  side. 

5115.  Do  the  corporation  interfere  with  those 
mnrkets  < — Yes,  in  some  cases  they  levy  a  toll ;  in 
fact  they  levy  a  toll  in  most  cases.  They  have  not 
levied  one  on  me  in  Humber  Street,  which  is  the 
widest  of  these  streets,  but  they  have  endeavoured  to 
make  me  pay. 

5116.  I  understand  the  corporation  have  objected 
to  your  exposing  fruit  for  sale  in  Humber  Street  ? — I 
deal  largely  in  English  as  well  as  in  foreign  fruit 
and  vegt.< tables,  and  in  fruit  and  vegetables  this 
principle  applies,  that  you  must  expose  in  bulk  ;  you 
cannot  sell  these  things  fairly  by  sample.  When  the 
English  produce  that  I  get  arrives  by  railway  there  is 
practically  no  maiket  to  put  it  in,  except  on  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays.   On  those  days  we  are  permitted  to  exhibit 
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our  ^ooda  in  H umber  Street  along  with  the  carriers' 
carts,  but  on  other  days  the  English  grower  has  1)een 
excluded,  as  far  as  he  could  be,  from  exposing  his 
goods;  and  yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  greatest 
market  in  Hull,  by  far,  for  the  sale  of  perishable  fruit  is 
on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  because  on  those  days  the 
ships  arrive  from  abroad  with  their  foreign  fruit,  and 
the  buyers  from  *arious  parls  of  Yorkshire  visit  Hull 
on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  for  the  pwpose  of  pur- 
chasiDg  that  frnit.  My  object  was  to  put  the  English 
fruit  in  competition  with  the  foreign,  by  which  I 
consider  that  I  would  facilitate  my  trade.  In  doing 
so  I  came  into  collision  with  the  corporation,  and  I 
received  a  large  number  ot  summonses.  These  are 
the  summonses  I  have  bad  (producing  a  number  of 
summonses  pasted  on  a  long  sheet  of  paper).  I  have 
had  20  odd  this  sununer.  Last  week  the  watch  com- 
mittee passed  this  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  watch  committee,  '*  That,  in  the 
*'  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  obstruction  in  Hum- 
"  ber  Street  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  render 
"  necessary  the  further  prosecution  of  Mr.  Bradnum/* 
which  of  course  I  take  as  being  owing  to  the  fact  of 
this  Royal  Commission  sitting.  I  may  say  that  I  con- 
tended that  every  dav  was  a  market  day  for  the  sale 
of  perishable  goods  in  large  towns,  and  the  authority 
produced  against  me  was  the  charter  that  only  allowed 
a  market  two  days  a  week. 

6117.  Do  you  mean  that  the  corporation  object  to 
your  selling  your  goods  in  Humber  Street  on  other 
days  than  the  market  days? — ^Yes,  practically,  because 
I  was  allowed  to  put  the  goods  on  Humber  Street  on 
market  dajA ;  when  the  street  is  full  of  carriers'  carts 
then  I  can  expose  my  goods  and  sell  them,  but  on 
Mondays  and  Thu«*8day8,  which  are  the  important 
days  to  me,  they  object  to  my  doing  so. 

5118.  Do  you  consider  that  greater  accommodation  is 
given  to  ttie  importer  of  foreign  fruit  than  is  given  to 
you  ? — Yes.  A  ship  lands  a  cargo  of  fruit,  which  is 
put  under  the  dock  shed,  and  so  protected  from  the 
weather  if  it  rains.  I  put  my  goods  on  the  street  in 
Humber  Street,  and  they  are  rained  on.  Then  again, 
the  importer  of  the  foreign  fruit  can  sell  his  goods 
every  day,  whereas  I  can  only  sell  my  goods  on  Tues- 
days and  Fridays.  I  am  a  large  d^er  in  foreign 
fruit  myself,  as  well  as  in  English  fruit  (I  am  a  free- 
trader), I  want  no  existing  facilities  with  regard  to 
foreign  fruit  taken  away ;  at  the  same  tine  I  want  fair 
play  for  English  fruit.  If  importers  of  foreign  fruit 
are  allowed  to  sell  on  any  day  in  the  week  the  fruit 
which  they  land  at  the  docks,  the  English  dealer 
should  have  the  same  right. 

5119.  Does  the  dock  cpmpany  levy  any  toll  for  this 
accommodation  which  they  give  under  the  dock  sheds  ? 
— No,  only  the  ordinary  dock  dues. 

5120.  I  take  it  that  the  principal  points  which  you 
wish  to  put  before  us  are  these :  that  there  are  too 
many  markets ;  that  there  ought  to  be  one  centralised 
market;  that  there  ought  to  be  an  increased  amount 
of  accommodation  ;  and  that  theiB  should  be  proper 
protection  for  perishable  articles,  so  that  they  should 
not  be  exposed  to  the  weather  ? — Yes,  those  are  the 
principal  points.  Another  point  is  that  the  chareres 
should  be  in  acconlance  with  the  accommodations 
rendered  in  the  markets. 

5121.  (Mr.  Childers,)  You  practically  complain 
that  Hull  has  very  bad  market  accommodation,  and 
that  the  market  authority  is  not  disposed  to  do  its 
duty  ? — Yes,  that  it  fails  in  its  duty. 

5122.  Who  elects   the  authority  at   Hull  ?— The 


5123.  If  the  authority  does  not  do  its  duty  why  are 
the  members  of  the  corporation  not  turned  out  ?-— One 
of  the  former  members  of  this  sub-markets  committee, 
who  was  a  foreign  fruit  merchant,  whose  interest  it 
was  to  prevent  the  exposure  of  English  goods,  waa 
turned  out  last  November  in  consequence  of  this 
action.  Another  member  of  the  sub- markets  com- 
mittee is  a  large  butcher,  you  may  call  him  a  wholesale 
and  retail  butcher,  and  the  interest  of  the  large  butchers 
in  Hull  is  to  starve  the  Hull  cattle  market,  because 


they  can  go  to  Driffield  and  other  markets  and  get  the 
choice  of  the  supply  out  of  those  other  markets,  and  then 
supply  the  smaller  dealers,  whereas  if  there  was  a  good 
market  in  Hull,  such  a  market  as  there  ought  to  be  in 
such  a  large  place,  the  smaller  butchers  could  get  a 
supply  pqual  to  their  requirements,  therefore  the 
interest  of  those  large  buyers  is  not  to  give  facilities  to 
other  people  to  compete  with  them. 

5124.  What  I  was  putting  to  you  was  this  ;  if  the 
corporation  consist  so  largely  of  people  who  you  sfay 
are  not  doing  their  duty  as  regards  market  accommo- 
dation, how  is  it  that  the  ratepayers  do  not  turn  them 
out  and  get  better  men  ? — One  was  turned  out  at  the 
last  election,  and  no  doubt  that  has  had  a  great  effect 
upon  the  others. 

5125.  Is  it  the  intention  of  those  who  complain  so 
bitterly  of  the  action  of  the  Corporation  to  return 
better  men  at  the.  next  election  ? — Yes,  they  will,  no 
doubt,  be  turned  out.  The  direction  that  things  are 
going  in  is  shown  by  the  resolution  which  has  been 
passed  this  last  week  in  favour  of  a  markets  committee, 
that  was  the  very  thing  the  party  I  represent  went 
for.  We  said,  "  Let  us  have  a  markets  committee 
"  representing  every  part  of  the  town.** 

5126.  Therefore,  though  you  have  come  here  to 
complain  of  the  past,  in  your  judgment  matters  will 
right  themselves,  because  the  burgesses  of  Hull  will 
elect  a  more  efficient  corporation  ? — I  do  not  say  they 
will,  but  probably  the  action  which  has  been  taken  on 
this  matter  will  have  some  effect  on  the  elections.  At 
the  same  time  I  think  it  is  necessary  in  the  case  of 
Hull,  and  probably  also  in  the  case  of  other  t^wns 
where  the  corporation  make  a  lot  of  revenue  out  of 
markets,  that  there  should  be  some  imperial  authority 
to  restrain  them,  because  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the 
country  to  develop  food  supplies. 

5127.  Then  you  would  not  trust  to  the  action  of 
the  burgesses  who  elect  tlie  corporation,  but  you  want 
an  imperial  authority  to  step  in  and  improve  the 
corporation  ?  —  Yes,  I  want  an  authority  like  the 
Education  Departnent  to  say,  "  Fulfil  your  duties  or 
"  forieit  your  rights  ;  unless  you  keep  up  to  a  proper 
^*  standard  of  market  accommodation  in  accordance 
^^  with  the  requirements  of  the  people  and  the  neces- 
^^  sides  of  the  times  your  right  of  toll  will  be  taken 
"  away." 

5128.  Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  that  ?— A  depart- 
ment in  connexion  with  the  Boai*d  of  Trade  perhaps, 
something  like  the  Education  Department ;  if  in  the 
opinion  of  that  department,  after  complaints  and  evi- 
dence, they  did  not  come  up  to  a  certain  standard, 
which  standard  could  be  fixed  according  to  the  popu- 
lation, their  rights  should  be  taken  away.  There 
would  have  to  be  a  certain  amount  of  covered  space 
in  proportion  to  the  population. 

5129.  That  would  be  constituting  some  Grovern- 
ment  department  the  practical  masters  of  the  corpora  * 
tion  in  respect  of  markets ;  do  you  think  that  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  ratepayer* of  Hull  ? — Yes.  If  the 
corporation  of  Hull  failed  in  their  duty  in  providing 
proper  market  accommodation,  then  this  department 
should  step  in. 

5130.  1  asked  you  who  was  to  be  the  judge  whether 
they  did  fail  in  their  duty,  and  I  understood  you  to 
say  that  in  your  opinion  it  ought  to  be  left  to  some 
Grovemment  department  to  decide  whether  in  carrying 
out  their  duties  the  corporation  elected  by  the  bur- 
gesses had  or  had  not  done  their  duty  ? — I  think  some 
authority  should  have  a  controlling  power  over  these 
corporations  with  respect  to  their  administration  of 
markets,  either  some  department  of  the  Government 
or  Parliament. 

5131.  Passing  from  that  I  will  go  to  the  situation  of 
these  mkarets.  If  I  understand  you  rightly,  you  said 
that  the  principal  markers,  the  new  market  and  some 
other  of  the  markets,  are  quite  in  a  corner  of  the  town 
instead  of  being  central  ? — Yes. 

5132.  Your  wish  is  that  the  markets  should  be 
brou^t  together  more  than  they  are  now  and  placed 
in  a  more  convenient  and  central  part  of  the  town  ? 
—Yes. 
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j^j.^  5133.  How  far  would  that  central  position  be  from 

./.  Bradnum,^  the  New  Market  Hall  and  from  the  High  Street  ? — It 

need  not  be  absolutely  central,  so  that  it  w»s  outside 

26  April  1888.  these  docks,  we  want  to  be  near  the  water  communica- 

tion,  at  the  same  time  we  must  recognise  that  the  bulk 

o£  the  home   produce  is  grown  in  the  East  Biding 
district. 

5134.  How  far  from  the  present  principal  markets 
ought  this  central  market  to  be  ? — ^Three*quarter8  of 
a  mile. 

f>lS5.  That  would  bring  the  market  to  a  more 
convenient  part  of  the  town  for  the  population  ? — 
Yes. 

5136.  Have  jou  ever  computed  what  it  would  cest 
to  establish  a  great  central  market  at  a  distance  of  say- 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  new  market  ? — Yes. 

5137.  How  much  would  it  cost  ?-^I  made  a  compu- 
tation of  what  I  call  -  the  Paragon  site  would  cost. 
That  is  certain  property  in  Paragon  Street* 

5138.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  it  cost  to  "novo 
the  markets  from  their  present  in^nvenient  situation 
CO  a  central  positicm  whidi  would  be  convenient  ? — 
11,000  square  yards,  which  would  be  little  enough  for  a 
large  town  like  Hull,  could  have  been  obtained  in  that 
Paragon  site. 

6139.  I  asked  you  what  the  cost  would  be? — 
Bougbly  speaking,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  about  70,000/. 

5140.  Would  that  include  buildings? — It  would 
indnde  covering,  that  ils  all  we  want. 

5141.  Yoa  want  nothing  but  covered  space  ? — That 
is  all. 

5142.  In  your  opinion  the  corporation  would  do 
weH  to  give  up  their  inconvenient  markets  and  build  a 
fresh  market  on  the  Paragon  site  at  a  cost  of  some 
70,000/.? — Yes;  I  would  not  fix  absolutely  on  the 
Paragon  site. 

5143.  Some  site  like  the  Para^n  site? — Yes,  some 
site  not  less  than  10,000  square  yards  of  space  in  a 
oenti*al  position. 

5144.  Do  you  think  that  the  additional  expenditure 
of  80  large  a  sum  %s  70,000/.  for  markets  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  Hull  ratepayers? — I  could  not  say 
that  it  would  be  absolutely  agreeable  to  them,  but  I  do 
think  this  that  it  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  them, 
and  no  doubt  if  such  a  scheme  was  brought  forward 
the  corporation  would  soon  be  induced  to  see  that  it 
was  to  their  interest  to  carry  it  out. 

5145.  Do  the  corporation  fmblisk'  any  tlnaacial 
statement  with  respect  to  their  markets  ?— They 
publish  the  gross  amount  of  income,  but  the  income 
rrom  this  shop  property  in  connexion  with  the  new 
market  is  not  brought  into  the  market  mocount. 

5146.  Do  the  corporation  publish  accounts  showing 
the  receipts  and  exp^iditure  in  respect  of  their 
markets  ? — In  the  ordinary  accounts  of  the  borough 
they  publish  what  their  revenues  s^re. 

5147.  How  much  are  the  market  revenues  of  the 
corporation  ? — The  income  from  stallage  and  stand- 
age  is  1,393/.,  and  from  the  cattle  market  800/., 
making  2,193/. 

5 148.  And  their  expenditure  ?— They  do  not  give 
their  expenditure. 

5149.  According  to  the  information  which  the 
corporation  have  given  us  the  revenue  on  the  average 
of  the  last  three  years  has  been  3,600/.  a  year  against 
an  expenditure  of  800/.  a  year,  exclusive  of  interest 
on  their  loans  and  sinking  fund ;  so  they  make  about 
2,800/.  a  year.  Have  the  revenues  of  the  new  market 
plac6  reached  tb«^ir  maximum  yet,  or  may  that 
average  be  taken  as  a  fair  average  ? — That  new 
market  is  going  down  every  day,  it  is  mainly  a  retail 
market.  Retail  markets  in  large  towns  like  Hull 
liave  had  their  day  to  a  certiin  extent,  because  the 
public  want  fresh  goods  each  day.  The  principal 
market  held  there  is  the  Saturday  night  market,  and 
people  complain  that  it  is  going  down. 

5150.  My  question  was  whether  what  has  been 
stated  to  us  as  the  average  for  the  last  three  years 
ending  March  last  year  could  be  deemed  to  be 
approximately  the  revenue  .naw^  From  the  know* 
ledge  which  you  have  of  the  business  which  is  carried 


on  at  HulU  would  you  say  that  the  average  revenue 
for  the  three  years  ending  March  1887  would  be  a 
fiiir  estimate  of  the  revenue  now  ? — Yes,  I  should  say 
that  it  must  increase.  \ 

5151.  Were  these  New  Market  Buildings  m  ex- 
istenee  during  those  three  years  ? — This  new  market 
wae  only  opened  this  year. 

5152.  Therefore,  whatever  profit  the  corporation 
may  get  from  the  new  market  would  not  have  been 
included  in  the  average  receipts  for  the  three  years 
ending  March  1887  ?— Yes,  they  would,  because  the 
people  who  now  stand  in  the  new  market  and  pay 
these  heavy  charges  etobd  in  the  old  market  during 
the  time  the  new  market  was  being  built,  they  stood 
in  the  streets,  but  they  paid  tolls  which  are  included 
in  that  return. 

5153*  You  have  spoken  of  the  shops  which  form 
the  frontage  of  the  New  Market  Buildings,  which  you 
saj  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  markets.  They 
retuHi  a  rent? — Yes,  there  are  15  large  shops  ;  one 
of  them  is  a  spirit  vault,  the  rent  c^  which  must  be 
100/.  or  200/. 

5154.  There  would  be  2,000/.,  or  more,  derived 
frank  Ihose  spirit  vaults  and  shops  ? — All  I  can  say  is 
that  the  maii^et  trade  and  consumption  of  produce 
in  Hull  is  increasing  daily  as  the  population  increases. 
Therefore  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for  market 
accommodation  every  day,  and  increased  receipts  must 
result  from  supplying  proper  accommodation. 

5155.  Does  not  what  you  say  point  to  this,  that  the 
revenue  of  the  market  authority  is  likely,  with  this 
steady  increase  and  with  the  rent  of  these  shops,  to 
be  more  than  it  was  in  past  days  ? — Under  the  present 
stat^  of  things  it  cannot  increase  much,  because  no 
one  with  any  standing  whatever  will  go  into  these 
new  markets  ;  they  are  of  a  tinpot  character,  and  the 
trade  is  done  at  other  places,  at  the  station  and  in 
Himiber  Street,  and  so  on. 

5156.  Do  you  think  that  out  of  the  surplus  funds  of 
the  corporation  a  sufficient  amount  could  be  provided 
to  pay  for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  70,000/., 
which  is  wanted  for  a  central  market  ? — If  70,000/, 
was  expended  on  a  central  market  it  would  be  self- 
supporting  the  day  it  was  made.  Suppose  a  market 
has  1 2,000  square  yards,  and  it  costs  8/.  a  square  yard 
when  everything  is  completed,  that  would  be  in  round 
figures  100,000/. ;  then  suppose  you  take  off  one-third 
of  that  12,000  yards  of  that  market  for  roads  up  and 
down,  there  remains  8,000  yards  of  spao^  for  letting ; 
if  you  let  that  8,000  square  yards  at  3t/.  a  square  yard, 
that  is  an  income  of  100/.  a  week  or  5,200/.  a  year. 

5157.  Would  the  establishment  of  such  a  market 
tend  to  diminish  the  income  from  the  existing  markets  ? 
— It  would  swallow  them  up ;  everybody  would  go  to 
the  best  market. 

5158.  If  their  existing  revenue  were  lost  and  if 
they  had  only  to  trust  to  5,200/.  a  year,  considering 
that  their  present  revenue  is  3,600/.  a  year,  how  would 
they  make  enough  to  meet  the  expenditure  ? — That 
revenue  is  not  for  any  accommodation  at  all.  At  the 
Corporation  Field  there  is  no  acconunodation.  There 
has  never  been  a  penny  spent  there  for  market  pur- 
poses ;  that  was  in  fact  a  street  improvement.  The 
same  applies  to  the  Churchside  Market. 

5159.  You  do  not  answer  my  question.  The  cor- 
poration  is  now  in  receipt  of  about  3,600/.  a  year 
gross,  then  the  expenditure  is  800/.  a  year,  making 
2,800/.  a  year  net,  before  the  charges  for  interest  and 
sinking  fund.  If  you  moved  the  whole  of  the  market 
buildings  to  this  more  central  place  at  an  expense  of 
70,000/.,  you  say  there  would  be  a  market  income  of 
5,200/.  a  year  ? — ^Yea.  But  this  amount  does  not 
include  the  income  from  the  Cattle  Maa-ket,  nor  any 
income  derived  from  property. 

5160.  But  the  other  market  income  would  be  lost  ? 
— Yes,  but  in  addition  there  would  be  the  tolls  derived 
from  what  is  now  sold  at  the  Paragon  Market,  which 
they  do  not  now  get  anything  from. 

5160a.  Your  supposition  that  the  new  central 
marked  would  pay  is  based  partly  upon  the  fact  that 
no  one  would  go  to  the  Paragon  Station  after  that 
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new  central  Biarket  wag  eBtablished  ? — ^Tes,  it  would 
be  closed.  I  take  it  the  railway  company  would  have 
to  close  it ;  as  soon  as  a  first  class  market  was  esta- 
blished in  Hull  it  would  swallow  up  all  the  other 
markets,  because  people  would  go  where  there  was 
the  best  supply. 

«5162.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  existing 
small  markets,  out  of  which  the  corp(H*ation  get  a 
tolerably  large  revenue,  would  be  destroyed,  you  still 
think  they  could  afford  to  lay  out  this  70,000/.  ?— Yes, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  wise  expenditure  on  their  part. 

5163.  {Mr,  Mahonet/,)  You  said  that  at  present  the 
markets  are  managed  by  the  sub-markets  committee  ? 
— Yes. 

5164.  How  is  that  sub-mai*kets  committee  appointed  ? 
— It  is  appointed  by  the  property  committee.  The 
property  committee  is  a  very  large  committee. 

5165.  Are  all  the  members  of  the  sub-markets 
committee  members  of  the  corporation  ? — Yes,  every 
one  of  them. 

5166.  And  so,  1  suppose,  are  the  members  of  the 
property  committee  ? — Yes. 

5167.  How  are  the  members  of  the  property  com- 
mittee selected  ? — The  Chairman  almost  permanent. 

5168.  How  are  they  selected  ? — They  are  selected 
by  the  town  council  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
November. 

5169.  They  migh^  be  changed  annually  by  the  cor- 
poration ? — ^They  might  be. 

5170.  The  corporation  is  elected  by  the  ratepayers  ? 
— ^Yes. 

5171.  When  was  this  new  market  scheme  brought 
before  the  ratepayers  ? — ^The  agitation  against  it  com- 
in  1882. 

5172.  There  have  been  a  good  many  elections  of 
the  corporations  since  then  ? — Yes. 

5173.  Did  the  feeling  which  you  say  prevails  about 
this  new  market  show  itself  atall  those  elections  ?— Yes. 
Now  the  feeling  is  that  the  thing  is  a  dead  failure. 

5174.  This  agitation,  you  say,  has  been  going  on  for 
six  years  ? — I  will  say  since  1884. 

5175.  That  is  four  years.  During  those  four  years 
there  have  been  a  good  many  elections  ?— Yes. 

5176.  Has  the  question  about  this  new  market  been 
made  a  test  question  ? — ^Yes.  One  man  who  supported 
it  lost  his  election  last  November. 

5177.  That  is  one  case,  is  there  any  other  case  in 
which  the  ratepayers  have  refused  to  elect  a  couneiUor 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  carrying  out  this 
market  scheme? — Another  councillor.  Councillor 
Larrard,  brought  forward  the  resolution  to  which  I 
i-eferred  in  the  early  part  of  my  evidence  in  favour 
of  appointing  a  market's  committee,  consisting  of  a 
representative  of  each  wai'd,  to  inquire  into  the  market 
rights  and  to  report  whether  further  market  accom- 
modation is  desirable.  There  has  been  more  of  a 
tendency  among  the  members  of  the  corporation  to 
<leal  with  this  question  of  the  markets  in  a  proper 
manner. 

5178.  The  feeling  is  turning  in  that  direction,  you 
say  ? — Yes,  Councillor  Larrard  was  returned,  I  believe, 
by  the  highest  number  of  votes  ever  recorded  for  a 
councillor  in  Hull,  and  he  has  brought  forward  that 
resolution  in  the  council,  and  it  was  carried  unani- 
mously last  week. 

5179.  Then  the  matter  is  likely  to  right  itself  ?— It 
is  going  in  that  direction,  but  it  will  do  with  pushing 
on. 

5180.  If  you  think  the  matter  is  likely  to  right 
itself  why  do  you  suggest  that  the  corporation  should 
be  put  under  the  concrol  of  some  Government  depart- 
ment ? — I  am  afraid  of  this  in  Hull,  the  corporation 
i-epresent  the  people,  but  at  the  same  time  we  may  say 
they  represent  property  owner?,  and  if  the  corporation 
believe,  as  they  do  in  many  towns,  that  they  can  get 
3,000/.  or  5,000/.  a  year  in  the  shape  of  revenue  by 
extra  charges  in  the  markets,  they  will  raise  money  in 
that  way ;  if  it  is  raised  in  that  way  it  becomes  a  tax 
upon  the  food  of  the  people,  they  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  make  excessive  charges,  the  money  raised 
from  a  market  ought  to  be  kept  distinct,  and  go  to  a 


sinking  fund,  and  then,  when  the  outlay  on  the  market 
had  been  paid,  the  market  should  be  free. 

5181.  You  say  the  corporation  represent  the  pro- 
perty classes  ? — Yes,  more  particularly. 

5182.  How  do  they  do  that? — It  is  principally 
property  men  that  get  into  these  corporations,  because 
the  others  cannot  afford  the  time,  they  cannot  go  to  the 
council  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

5183.  If  those  others  could  afford  the  time,  do  you 
think  the  ratepayers  would  elect  them  ? — ^Yes ;  and  if 
they  were  elected,  the  ratepayers  would  be  benefited  a 
good  deal. 

5184.  Has  any  effort  been  made  amongst  the  rate- 
payers to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  men  of  that  class  ? 
— No.  A  man  who  got  in  last  year  is  a  working  printer, 
he  is  fortunately  situated,  because  his  occupation  is 
night  work,  and  he  can  attend  in  the  daytime,  that  is 
an  exceptional  case.  We  have  had  similar  cases,  but 
as  a  rule  the  councillors  are  men  of  property. 

5185.  If  the  corporation  sat  in  the  evening,  would 
it  make  a  difference  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  a  good  deal 
better. 

5186.  If  they  sat  in  the  evening  you  think  a  diffe- 
rent class  of  people  would  get  into  the  corporation  ? 
—Yes. 

5187.  Is  there  any  foreign  cattle  market  in  Hull  ? 
— ^Yes,  there  is  what  they  call  the  dep6t  of  the  Hull 
Dock  Company  ;  they  have  a  place  where  they  land 
foreign  cattle. 

5188.  Are  the  animals  slaughtered  at  the  landing 
place  ? — Yes,  I  believe  they  are.  I  am  not  well  posted 
up  on  that  point,  but  I  know  there  are  great  complaints 
by  cattle  dealers  and  butchers  in  Hull  of  the  tre- 
mendous charges  the  Dock  Company  make  on  these 
cattle,  and  they  blame  the  corporation  for  allowing 
the  Dock  Company  to  have  this  market.  The  cor- 
poration declined  to  furnish  the  accommodation  them- 
selves. Under  some  Privy  Council  Order  some  years 
ago  they  were  bound  to  provide  accommodation,  and 
they  would  not  do  it,  and  the  dock  company  did  it, 
and  the  charges,  they  tell  me,  are  very  excessive. 

5189.  The  charges  tell  against  the  foreign  trade  in 
that  instance? — Yes,  they  tell  in  favour  of  Grimsby 
against  HulL 

5190.  Is  there  a  cattle  market  every  day  at  the 
docks  ? — ^No,  I  think  not ;  the  boats  arrive  on  Mon- 
days and  Thursdays. 

5191.  Do  I  rightly  understand  that  the  tolls  are  all 
fixed  by  the  corporation  ? — ^I  have  had  some  conversa- 
tion and  correspondence  with  the  town  clerk,  and  he 
tells  me  that  they  have  the  right  to  charge  what  they 
like.  When  this  contest  originated  with  regard  to  the 
Hull  cattle  market  I  advised  these  cattle  dealers  at 
once  to  get  a  copy  of  the  byelaws,  to  see  what  the 
corporation  authorised  to  be  charged.  There  were 
none  to  be  got  at  the  town  hall.  The  cattle  market 
ke^)er  had  a  copy  which  one  of  these  men  made  a 
copy  of,  and  this  is  a  print  of  that  copy  {hatuUng  it 
in).  But  they  claim  they  can  charge  what  they  like, 
in  fact  one  of  them  said,  **  Our  market  is  like  a  big 
"  shop,  we  can  charge  what  we  like." 

5192.  Do  they  vary  these  charges  from  time  to 
time  ? — ^Yes,  they  have  increased  the  charge  for  &t 
stock  from  4c/.  to  10</.,  and  for  every  pen  of  five 
sheep  from  6c/.  to  9e/.,  but  they  make  a  distinction 
between  what  they  call  auctioneers  and  ordinary 
private  dealers. 

5193.  Is  there  no  charge  of  this  kind  6n  foreign 
cattle  ? — Not  by  the  corporation,  but  the  dock  com- 
pany make  charges  upon  foreign  cattle. 

5193a.  Do  you  know  what  those  charges  are  ? — 
No.  I  tried  to  recommend  one  of  these  auctioneers 
to  come  up  and  give  his  evidence  before  this  Com- 
mission, but  he  said,  "  No,  I  dare  not,  it  would  be 
"  more  than  my  place  was  worth  to  come  up." 
They  are  frightened  of  the  corporation.  The  accom- 
modation is  so  limited  that  these  large  cattle  dealers 
are  afraid  to  do  anything  against  the  corporation. 
They  are  afraid  that  if  they  said  anything  against  Ae 
corporation  they  would  be  deprived  of  their  opportunity 
of  selling  in  the  market  altogether. 
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-^r,  5194.  You  do  not  know  what  tolls  are  charged  by 

J.  Bradnum,    the  dock  company  ? — No. 

— 7-  5195.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  are  higher 

26  April  1888.    ^j.  lower  than   those  charged  by  the  corporation  ? — 
No.     At  the  time  of  the  agitation  with  rejrard  to  the 
cattle  one  of  the  large  dealer  told  me  that  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  cattle  away  from  the  market  be- 
'  cause  of  the  extra  charges,  but  he  was  comj>elled  to 

give  in  like  the  others,  and  by  the  por t  the  same  night 
he  sent  me  a  letter  to  say,  **  Do  not  please  use  the 
'*  information  I  have  given  you ;  I  do  not  want  it  to 
*'  appear  in  the  papers." 

5196.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  Do  I  rightly  understand 
your  evidence  to  be  this,  that  the  corporation  of  Hull, 
although  ehcted  by  the  burgesses  of  Hull,  do  not 
afford  the  market  nccommodation  to  the  public  which 
you  consider  the  public  are  entitled  to  ? — That  is  so. 

5197.  And  that  the  accommodation  provided  in 
parts  of  the  town  is  not  suitable  for  the  different  kinds 
of  produce  that  are  sold  there  ? — Yes,  not  suited  to 
the  convenience  of  the  public  and  the  trade. 

5198.  Then  your  evidence  amounts  to  this,  that  a 
centtal  market  for  a  large  place  like  Hull  is  more 
desirable  than  a  lot  of  scattered  markets  V — Yes,  that 
is  the  essence  of  the  thing. 

5199.  When  a  dealer,  like  yourself,  gets  goods  from 
the  ships,  has  he  to  pay  any  toll  or  due  ? — We  pay 
wliarfage  for  landing  the  goods. 

5200.  Do  the  ships  pay  anything  for  the  accommoda- 
tion they  get  at  the  docks  ? — Yes,  they  pay  the  dock 
dues  al$io. 

5201.  And  the  goods  which  are  put  into  the  sheds, 
of  course,  must  be  removed  within  a  certain  time? — 
Yes. 

5202.  If  they  are  not  removed  within  a  certain 
time,  would  you  have  to  pay  any  additional  dues  ? — 
Yes,  the  dock  company  would  warehouse  the  goods  if 
we  did  not  remove  them  in  a  certain  time.       ^ 

5203.  And  you  would  have  to  pay  warehousing  dues 
if  you  did  not  remove  the  goods  in  a  certain  time  ? — 
Yes. 

5204.  {Mr.  Little,^  As  regards  the  cattle  trade, 
you  said  that  the  corporation  made  a  distinction 
between  an  auctioneer  and  a  private  seller,  do  they 
give  the  preference  to  the  auctioneer?  —  No,  they 
charge  him  150  per  cent,  more  for  his  cattle. 

5205.  They  charge  him  more  than  they* charge  the 
private  seller  ? — Yes, 

5206.  Why  is  that.  Do  they  give  him  better  ac- 
commodation?— No,  the  auctioneers  say  they  have 
worse  accommodation,  and  no  doubt  they  have,  because 
the  private  seller  can  take  his  sheep  into  the  market 
and  put  them  into  a  pen  in  the  morning,  and  they 
stand  all  that  day  in  that  pen  until  they  are  sold, 
whereas  the  auctioneer  has  half  an  hour  to  sell  in,  his 
sheep  come  in,  and  they  are  sold,  and  away  they  must 
go.  The  auctioneers  are  paying  not  only  increased 
charges,  but  they  are  occupying  the  area  a  less 
time. 

5207.  With  regard  to  the  difficulty  you  have  had 
in  selling  on  particular  days,  you  said  the  cor- 
poration prevented  you  selling  on  Monday  and  Thurs- 
day, is  not  it  that  they  prevent  you  exposing  your 
goods  in  the  street  ? — Yes. 

5208.  If  your  shop  were  big  enough  to  set  out  your 
goo<is  you  would  not  be  prevented  from  selling  on 
those  days  ? — No,  out  it  is  the  exposure  that  we  re- 
quire. Humber  Street  is  a  widish  street,  and  the 
corporation  themselves  place  carriers*  carts  in  that 
street  on  market  days.  What  it  ambunts  to  is  this, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  I  had  all  these  summonses, 
the  corporation  determined  to  make  Humber  Street 
into  a  market,  and  they  wanted  to  get  me  to  assent  to 
pay  toll;  if  I  had  assented  no  doubt  I  should  not 
have  been  prosecuted. 

5209.  Might  it  not  be  that  they  could  not  prevent 
you  exposing  your  goods  in  the  street  on  certain  days, 
that  is  to  say,  market  days  ? — They  could  not  prevent 
me  doing  tha'.  because  they  summoned  me,  and  they 
could  not  ^et  a  conviction  against  me  for  exposing 
my  goods  on  those  days. 


5210.  And  they  could  prevent  you  exposing  your 
goods  in  the  street  on  other  days  ? — ^Yes. 

5211.  (iS'ir  Thomas  Ufartineau,)  I  understand  you 
to  say  that  there  are  no  byelaws  regulating  the 
markets  ? — There  are  no  byelaws  regulating  the 
markets  at  all. 

5212.  You  have  handed  in  a  paper  headt^d  in  this 
way,  "  Extract  from  the  rules  and  byelaws  for  the 
"  government  and  regulation  of  the  market  '*  ? — The 
history  of  that  is  this,  the  corporation  repudiated 
that.  As  soon  as  this  controversy  with  the  corporation 
arose,  I  was  in  commnnication  with  the  auctioneers, 
and  I  said,  before  you  do  anything,  get  the  byelaws. 
They  go  to  the  Town  Hall  for  the  byelaws,  they  can  get 
no  byelaws  there,  then  they  go  to  the  market  and  get 
a  copy  from  the  collector,  and  they  get  that  printed. 
Then  the  Corporation  say,  *•  We  repudiate  the 
"  whole  thing,  we  refuse  to  acknowledge  them  as 
**  byelaw**." 

5213.  Then  who  issues  this  paper  which  you  have 
handed  in? — That  paper  has  been  printed  by  the 
Cattle  Dealers'  Association,  it  having  been  printed 
from  the  copy  which  is  in  the  care  of  the  market- 
keeper.  The  Cattle  Dealers'  Association  thought 
these  byelaws  were  the  governing  byelaws,  and  they 
intended  to  fight  the  corporation  upon  these  byelaws, 
the  corooration  turned  round  and  said,  we  do  not 
i^ecognise  them  as  byelaws. 

5214.  The  corporation  first  make  the  byelaws  and 
then  repudiate  them,  you  say  ? — Yes,  I  went  to  the 
town  clerk  three  or  lOur  times  about  them,  and  he 
said,  we  are  going  to  get  them  confirmed,  but  they 
have  not  got  them  confirmed.  There  are  no  byelaws 
regulating  the  markets  in  Hull. 

5215.  You  complain  that  sittings  of  the  markets 
sub-committee  were  held  in  secret  ? — Yes. 

5216.  Is  thei'e  any  sub-committee  in  Hull  that 
holds  its  sittings  in  public  ? — I  think  not ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  not  desirable  that  a  sub-committee 
should  have  the  control  of  a  great  public  question 
like  the  markets  and  hold  its  meetings  in  secret. 

5217.  But  it  is  on  the  same  footing  as  other  sub- 
committees ? — Yes. 

5218.  What  ia  the  practice  about  committees  of 
the  Hull  corporation,  do  they  sit  in  public  ? — Yes, 
general  committees. 

5219.  All  of  them  ?— I  believe  so.  I  know  the 
Watch  committee  does,  and  the  property  committee 
does. 

5220.  I  suppose  their  practise  is  to  make  reports  to 
the  town  council  from  time  to  time?— Yes. 

5221.  Then  those  reports  are  subject  to  discussion 
in  the  town  council  ? — Yes. 

5222.  And  reporters  are  present  at  those  meetings  ? 
—Yes, 

5223.  Therefore  the  business  of  the  markets  sub- 
committee reported  to  the  property  committee  comes 
ultimately  before  the  town  council  ? — Only  so  much 
of  it  would  come  before  them  as  the  sub-committee 
chose. 

5224.  At  all  events  any  recommendation  as  to 
expenditure  of  money  would  be  brought  before  the 
town  council  ? — Yes,  for  instance,  a  recommendation 
to  increase  the  charges  for  the  cattle  market. 

5225.  You  told  us  of  a  meeting  where  a  resolution 
was  passed  disapproving  of  the  new  market  hall ; 
have  there  been  any  other  public  meetings  on  the 
question  of  markets  in  Hull  ?  —  Only  ratepayers' 
meetings. 

5226.  That  would  be  when  the  elections  were  about 
to  come  off  ? — Yes. 

5227.  Have  there  been  any  other  meetings  at  which 
the  matter  has  been  discussed  ? — At  the  time  that  this 
agitation  was  on,  I  should  think  there  were  8  or  10 
resolutions  from  various  wards  of  the  town  protesting 
against  ibis  expenditure  on  the  shambles,  and  meetings 
were  also  held  at  Cottingham  and  other  places,  to  pro- 
test against  this  scattered  system  of  markets  in  Hull. 

5228.  You  think  it  is  this  agitation  that  has  led  to 
the  appointment  by  the  council  of  a  genernl  comnuttee 
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to  deal  with  the  markets  ?— Yes,  and  in  addition  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  been  hurried  on  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Rojal  Commission. 

6229,  You  have  told  us  that  you  are  very  much  in 
favour  of  the  system  of  concentration  of  markets  ;  are 
there  many  hawkers  and  eostermongers  in  Hull  ?— 
Yes,  a  good  many  little  hawkers  and  eostermongers. 


5230.  Are  they  licensed  ?*— I  could  not  say,  I  believe 
not,  because  the  shopkeepers  complain  a  good  deal 
aboat  the  competition  of  these  people ;  there  are  a 
great  many  hawkers  in  the  streets  of  Hull. 

5231.  Is  not  it  found  that  hawking  supplies  a 
popular  want,  particularly  in  the  poorer  districts  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  the  hawkers  fulfil  a  useful  mission  myself. 


Mr. 

S6  April  1888. 


Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTY-PIRST  DAY. 


Friday,  27tli  April  1888. 


PRBSBNT : 


Tbe  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  ik  the  Chair. 


Sir  Jambs  Porter  Ck>RRT,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Spencer  Charrinoton,  M.P. 


Mr.  Willi /iM  C.  Little. 
Mr.  Pierce  Mahont,  M.P. 

Mr.  T.  Barclat  Ck)CKERTON,  Seeretarjf. 


Mr.  Michael  Joseph  Ellison  examined. 


6232.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are 
a^ent  to  tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk  at  Sheffield  ?— I  am. 

5233.  And  you  have  si^n  the  evidence  given  by 
the  Major  of  Sheffield  on  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tions which  took  place  between  the  Duke  and  the 
C«>rporation  ? — I  have. 

5234.  We  understaud  that  jou  have  a  statement  to 
make  to  us  on  the  subject  ? — With  reference  to  the 
negotiations  which  took  place  in   1875  and  1876  for 
the  purchase  of  the  Sheffield  Markets,  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk   offered,  on  the    acceptance  of  the  price  of 
267,450/.,  to  consider  any  proposal  for  the  payrtient 
of  the  same  which  the   Corporation   might  submit. 
Thereupon  the  price  was  accepted,  and  the  purchase 
money  offered  iu  instalments,  extending  over  50  years, 
and  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per 
annum.     This  the  Duke  of  Norfolk   declined.      He 
offered  other  terms  as  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Messrs. 
Few  and  Compauy,  of   the  4th  February  1876,  of 
which  a  copy  was  submitted  in  the  evidence  of  the 
Mayor  of  Sheffield.     These  terms  were  dediued  by 
the   Ck>rporatiou,    and    the    negotiation    ended.     In 
October  1876,  however,  the  Corporation  requested  to 
be.  permitted  to  reopen  the  negotiation,  to  which  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  acceded,  but  on  the  failure  of  the 
first  negotiation,  1  had  advised  his  Grace  that  the 
price  named  was,  in  my  opinion,  an  inadequate  one, 
and  on  the  11th  of  December  1876, 1  wrote  in  that 
sense  to  Mr.   Gainsford.      Further  interviews  took 
place,  and  ultimately  I  was  entrusted  to  obtain  an 
independent  opinion  on    the  value, of    the  markets. 
This  I  did  from  Mr.  Lamb  of  Newcastle,  whose  views 
endorsed  my  own.   I  thereupon  wrote  to  Mr.  Gainsford 
a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: — Sheffield, 
17th  February  1877.    Sir— Sheffield  Markets— Refer- 
rinff  to  your  letter  to  me  dated  15th  December  last, 
and  to  what  passed  at  the  interview  held  at  Norfolk 
House  on  the  12th  ultimo,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yon 
that  it  ha3  been  found  impossible  to  get  a  conference 
in  town  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk's  Trustees  prior  to 
the  opening  of  Parliament,  but  such  meeting  has  now 
been  hold.     In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  1 1th  December 
last,  I  stated    that  the  Duke  of   Norfolk    and    his 
Trustees  had  been  informed  that  after  an  outlay  for 

U    55780. 


Mr.  M.J. 
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improving  the  Fruit  Market  and  Com  Exchange,  the 
rentals  would,  within  the  course  of  a  very  few  years,  17  April  1SS8. 
realise  a  very  largely  increased  annual  income.  Con-  — — 
sequent  on  the  discussion'  of  the  12th  ultimo,  I  was 
instructed  to  obtain  some  competent  and  independent 
opinion  with  reference  to  the  present  rental  of  the 
Sheffield  Markets,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  same 
might  fairly  be  rased,  as  it  was  felt  that  if  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  and  his  Trustees  acted  on  ray  sole  judg- 
ment, it  might  perhaps  be  contended  that  my  views 
were  prejudiced,  and  therefore  unreliable.  Such 
opinion  has  been  obtained,  and  it  corroborates  my 
views  on  the  question  of  value  to  sell.  With  the 
information  now  before  them,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
and  his  Trustees  are  confirmed  as  to  the  soundness  of 
the  advice  given  to  them  as  reported  in  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  11th  December  last,  and  his  Grace  there- 
fore intends  to  act  upon  it,  and  to  proceed  with  the 
improvements  proposed  by  him  unless  the  Corporation 
of  Sheffield  are  prepared  to  consider  a  higher  figure 
for  sale  than  has  been  named. 

5285.  That  comes  to  thb,  that  the  Duke  was  willing 
to  sell  and  the  Corporation  anxious  to  buy,  but  you 
wore  unable  to  come  to  an  agreement  as  to  terms  ? — 
Yes.  The  gist  of  the  letter  is  in  the  last  few  lines 
*'  Unless  the  Corporation  of  Sheffield  are  prepared  to 
^^  consider  a  higher  figure  for  sale  than  has  been 
"  nan^ed." 

5236.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  When  was  that  negotiation 
between  the  Duke  and  the  Coropation  ? — In  October 
1876,  there  has  been  no  negotiation  since. 

5286a.  It  has  never  been  renewed? — It  was 
abandoned,  and  then  it  was  renewed  in  the  course  of 
the  same  year,  but  there  has  been  no  negotiation 
since. 

{Chairman.)  That  was  11  years  ago  ? — ^Yes. 
Since  that  date  we  understand  the  Duke  has 
large  sum  in  improving  the  markets? — He 


5237. 

5238. 
spent  a 
has. 

5239.  To  what  amount  ?— 121,000/.  in  round 
figures. 

5240.  We  have  been  told  that  there  have  been 
complaints  as  to  the  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses, 
have   you  anything  to  say  on    that  point  P — With 
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regard  to  the  sUughter-houses  I  congider  the  complaintB 
to  be  greatly  exaggerated.  The  situation  is  not 
improper,  nor  are  they  in  a  disgraceful  condition.  As 
to  situation  they  are  close  to  the  market,  and  are 
placed  where  there  are  few  dwelling-houses,  and  as 
to  their  condition  they  are  well  drained  and  kept 
thoroughly  olean»ed.  When  I  was  sending  the 
answers  to  the  questionfl  which  the  Commission  sub- 
mitted to  me,  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  send  them  a  plan 
of  the  markets.  This  plan  (producing  it)  shows  the 
relative  position  of  the  whole  of  tlie  Sheffield  Markets. 
These  are  the  slaughter-houses  {poittiimg  them  ont  on 
the  plan), 

5241.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  Do  the  slaughter-houses 
drain  into  the  river  ? — No,  they  used  to  do  formerly^ 
but  we  have  put  in  an  additional  drain  and  have 
connected  it  with  the  main  drain  which  the  Corporation 
have  made. 

6242.  ( Chairman,)  No  doubt  the  reason  why  they 
were  originally  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  was  that  they  might  drain  into  the  river  ? — Yes, 
no  doubt  they  did  drain  into  the  river,  and  in  former 
times  it  was  thought  that  blood  was  merely  waste, 
now  every  drop  of  blood  is  carefully  collected  and 
carried  away. 

5243.  I  understand  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  making 
improvements  in  these  slaughter-houses  ?  —The  Duke 
of  Norfolk  has  not  been  indifferent  to  this  subject. 
By  his  Grace's  direction  his  architect  and  market 
superintendent  have  visited  the  abattoirs  which  have 
been  provided  in  other  large  towns,  namely,  Manchester, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Le^s,  Deptford,  Hollo  way,  Sal- 
fordy  Huddersfield,  Bradford,  and  Birkenhead,  and  they 
have  made  elaborate  reports  as  to  the  extent  and  nature 
of  the  accommodation  provided,  and  plans  have  been 
prepared,  and  the  buildings  would  now  have  been  in 
progress  but  for  the  reason  stated  in  my  letter  to  the 
town  clerk  of  the  2 1st  March ,  of  which  a  copy  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  Clegg.  So  in  point  of  fact  at  present 
the  matter  is  suspended. 

5244*  Would  any  objection  be  raised  on  the  port  of 
the  Duke  of  Norfo^  if  the  Corporation  chose  to  erect 
slaughter-houses  on  their  own  account  ? — I  should  be 
very  glad  if  the  Corporation  would  relieve  the  Duke  of 
it,  it  is  a  perpetual  source  of  irritation.  The  Corpora- 
tion are  continually  changing  their  officers,  and  every 
officer  of  health  who  comes  seizes  upon  the  slaughter- 
houses as  being  the  most  patent  subject  for  condemna- 
tion ;  but  the  Corporation  have  not  made  the  slightest 
movement  in  that  direction.  I  should  have  told  them 
at  once  that  I  should  advise  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to 
hand  over  his  power  with  regard  to  slaughter-houses 
to  them  immediately. 

5245.  Under  the  Sheffield  Markets  Act  of  1872 
are  the  maximum  tolls  which  may  be  taken  speciBed  ? 
— Yes,  and  they  are  all  detailed  in  the  appendix  to  my 
answers  to  the  queries  sent  to  me  by  the  Conmiission. 

5246.  I  understand  you  do  not  admit  that  within 
the  limits  of  the  tolls  sanctioned  by  the  Act  there  is 
any  right  on  the  part  of  any  authority  to  interfere  ? — 
No ;  they  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

5247.  The  maximum  is  fixed,  and  within  that  limit 
the  toll  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  as 
owner  of  the  markets  ? — That  is  so. 

5248.  What  is  the  general  proportion  between  the 
tolls  authorised  and  the  tolls  chained  ? — ^With  respect 
to  covered  space  the  charge  authorised  by  the  Act 
is  4c/.,  and  the  charge  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
makes  is  Id. — ^from  ^.  to  \d. 

5249.  I  think  it  was  admitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation  that  the  charges  were  not  above  a  third 
of  what  the  Act  allowed  ? — ^They  are  not  so  much. 
In  one  or  two  cases  thej  are  what  the  Act  authorises, 
but  those  are  in  very  unimportant  cases. 

5250.  Has  there  been  any  expression  of  public 
feeling  about  the  markets  being  transferred  to  the 
Corporation  ? — There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about 
it  at  the  time  the  negotiation  was  going  on, — ^I  do 
not  mix  much  in  pubHc  mattes,  and  ther^ore  I  do 
not  hear  directly  very  much  of  what  is  going  on,— but 
I   mi^ht  say  that  on   behalf  of  the   tenants  of  the 


markets,  had  the  negotiation  not  gone  off,  a  memorial 
would  have  been  presented  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
requesting  him  not  to  transfer  the  markets  to  the 
Corporation. 

5251  On  the  ground  that  the  tolls  would  be  likely 
to  be  raised  ? — ^The  tenants  feel  that  they  are  very 
much  safer  in  the  hand?  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  than 
they  would  i>e  in  the  tiands  of  the  Corporation, — 
indeed  I  think  the  Corporation  would  have  been 
compelled  by  the  ratepayers  to  raise  the  tolls. 

5252.  We  need  hardly  ask  you  whether  you  are  in 
favour  of  compulsory  purchase? — Certainly  not.  I 
think  it  would  work  with  very  great  injustice  against 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  because  his  tolls  are  so  very 
reasonable  that  any  number  of  years'  purchase  on  the 
existing  rental  would  not  be  at  all  an  adequate  price. 

5253.  I  presume  your  objection  to  compulsory 
purchase  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  manner 
in  which  the  price  was  estimated  ? — ^No  doubt ;  I  do 
hot  know  that  I  object  to  compulsory  purchase  in  the 
abstract. 

5254.  But  you  think  that  the  owner  of  the  market 
ought  to  be  secured  a  fair  repayment  of  any  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  him?-r-I  think  so;  and  not  only 
that,  I  think  there  is  a  prospective  value  in  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk's  markets,  more  especially  the  Norfolk 
Market,  which  ought  to  be  considered.  There  is  one 
matter  on  which  I  should  like  to  make  an  observation. 
It  has  been  stated  many  times  both  in  Parliament  and 
out  of  Parliament  that  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has 
refused  to  make  any  return  of  his  income  from  these 
mai*kets.  That  is  not  the  case  at  all.  No  application 
has  ever  been  made  to  him  for  a  return  of  his  income 
with  which  he  has  not  complied.  Only  two  such 
applications  have  been  made  to  him,-— one  by  the 
Corporation  when  the  negotiation  for  the  purchase 
was  initiated,  and  the  other  when  the  questions  were 
submitted  to  him  by  this  Commission.  I  could  not 
understand  how  it  was  that  that  impression  could 
have  been  created,  and  I  only  found  out  the  other  day. 
The  return  which  was  ordered  by  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  printed  in  1886  containp  particulars 
with  regard  to  nearly  all  the  markets  in  the  kingdom ; 
but  those  particulars  were  sent  by  the  local  authorities, 
and  in  regard  to  Sheffield  they  were  considered  to  be 
very  meagre  because  the  income  was  not  stated.  All 
the  particulars  except  as  to  income  were  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  town  clerk,  and  he  gave  them,  but 
the  income  of  course  he  could  not  know  wiUiout 
reference  to  me.  He  never  made  any  such  reference, 
and  therefore  the  amount  of  income  derived  from  the 
markets  does  not  appear  in  that  return^  and  I  presume 
it  was  upon  the  authority  of  that  return  that  those 
statements  were  made. 

5255.  I  see  in  the  course  of  the  Mayor  of  Sheffield*.s 
evidence,  he  says  this  : — "  The  Duke  would  prevent 
"  us  erecting  a  large  number  of  slaughter-houses  in 
'^  the  centre  of  the  town  or  in  a  suitable  situation, 
<*  because  he  claims  the  right  to  do  it  under  his  Market 
"  Act."  Whatever  the  right  may  be,  you  say  that 
the  Duke  would  not  desire  to  prevent  their  doing  so  ? 
— ^They  never  put  the  question  to  me,  if  they  had 
done  80, 1  should  have  said  that  I  would  advise  the 
Duke  to  transfer  his  right  to  erect  slaughter-houses 
to  them. 

5256.  {5fr  Thomas  Martmcau.)  You  advised  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  that  the  price  offered  by  the  Cor- 
poration was  too  small  ? — ^I  did. 

5257.  Is  it  true  that  it  was  38  or  40  years*  pur- 
chase upon  the  then  rental  ?-^I  have  not  calculated  it. 
I  daresay  it  was. 

5258.  Did  not  you  think  that  a  good  price  ? — I  did 
not  t^ink  so.  I  did  not  think  that  the  balance  of 
profit  which  was  assumed  then  was  a  fair  one,  because 
I  should  say  one-third  of  the  expenditure  on  the 
Sheffield  Markets  is  comprised  of  the  payment  of 
rates.  Now,  in  any  negotiation  with  the  Corporation, 
that  payment  ought  to  be  eliminated  because  the 
Corporation  really  would  not  pay  any  rates.  The  jhx)- 
perty  would  be  rateable,  but  they  would  draw  money 
from  the  ratepayers  to  pay  the  rates^  whereas  now, 
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the  Duke  of  Norfolk  an  an  individual  ratepayer  is 
paying  thoee  rates,  therefore,  I  think  whatever 
amount  is  paid  in  ratea  ought  to  be  taken  away  in  any 
negotiation  with  the  Corporation. 

5259.  Was  that  your  reason  for  thinking  the  price 
offered  by  the  Corporation  was  too  small  ? — ^I  cannot 
say  that  that  was  my  reason  at  that  time— my  reason 
was  based  more  upon  whiit  I  estimated  the  progressive 
increase  of  the  income  of  the  markets  would  be. 

5260.  Tou  considered  that  there  would  be  a  pro- 
gressive increase  ? — Yes. 

5261.  How  did  you  think  that  that  progressive 
income  would  be  arrived  at  ? — I  knew  there  would  be 
a  large  increase  the  moment  the  wholesale  market 
was  covered  over,  because  the  price  then  charged 
was  \d,  per  square  foot,  and  I  was  sure  wh^n  the 
market  was  covered,  all  the  tenants  would  be  perfectly 
ready  to  pay  W.,  that  would  at  once  double  the 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  that  large  space. 

5262.  Were  you  looking  to  neural  increase  from 
increase  of  population  ? — I  was  looking  at  that  also, 
and  I  was  looking  also  at  a  further  advance  in  the 
rents,  and  such  an  advance  in  the  rents  would  have 
been  made  had  it  not  been  for  the  bad  state  of 
trade  in  Sheffield.  The  rents  of  shops  in  the  market 
have  rarely  been  altered  since  the  market  was  first 
opened,  nfter  it  was  built  under  the  Act  of  1847 — in 
by  far  the  majority  of  cases  the  rents  remain  the 
same  as  they  were  then,  it  is  only  when  a  change  of 
tenancy  takes  place  that  any  rise  of  rent  is  made. 

5263.  Has  there  been  any  rise  of  rent  since  1877  ? 
— It  was  in  1877-78  that  the  markets  were  covered, 
and  the  rise  took  place  then. 

5264.  As  to  tolls,  has  there  been  any  increase  in  the 
tolls  ? — There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  tolls  occept 
the  \d.  to  Id.  for  cohered  space. 

5265.  Yon  have  spent  120,000/.  since  that  time?— 
Yes,  we  have— on  the  Corn  Exchange  and  shops 
72,000/.  in  round  figures.  On  the  Castle  Folds 
Market  (that  is  covering  the  market)  15,000/.,  on 
the  Sheaf  Market,  including  the  wholesale  fish  market, 
28,000/.,  and  m  sundries  400/.  or  500/. 

5266.  There  has  not  been  an  increase  in  income 
corresponding  with  this  outlay,  has  there? — In  the 
case  of  the  Castle  Folds  Market  the  increase  has  been 
very  much  more  than  corresponding  to  the  expendi- 
ture, and  I  always  expected  it  would  be. 

5267.  That  is  a  small  item  comparatively  ? — 15,000/. 
was  the  expenditure,  but  the  receipt  from  that  market 
is  large,  arising  from  the  charge  of  a  id,  a  square  foot 
a  week  for  the  whole  space,  and  the  whole  of  the 
space  is  generally  occupied.  If  you  would  like  to 
know  the  prc^ressive  income  from  the  market  since 
1876, 1  can  give  it  you.  The  markets  were  covered 
during  1877-78  and  1878-79.  In  1876-77  the  income 
was  10,861/.,  in  1877  it  was  12,057/.,  in  1878-79,  it 
was  13,851/.,  and  it  has  gone  on  pretty  regularly  from 
that  time  till  in  1886-87  it  was  15,700/. 

5268.  As  to  the  slaughter-houses,  you  said  that  the 
Corporation  had  made  no  movement  towards  erecting 
slaughter-bouses;  are  you  aware  that  they  consider 
that  you  claim  a  monopoly  ? — They  take  it  for  granted 
that  we  claim  it.  Under  the  Act  of  1847  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  has  the  power  to  erect  slaughter-houses*. 

5269.  Has  he  a  monopoly  of  the  slaughter-houses  ? 
— We  have  not  a  monopoly,  because  tbe  Corpoitition 
are  empowered  to  license  sUughter-honses  all  over  the 
town ;  all  the  slaughter-houses  that  were  in  existence 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
they  were  compelled  to  register. 

5270.  And  they  have  since  licensed  others? — Yes, 
they  license  whenever  an  application  is  made  if  the 
premises  are  suitable. 

5271.  Do  you  claim  auy  monopoly  as  to  slaughter- 
houses ? — ^No,  we  never  object  to  any  slaughter-houses 
being  licensed  anywhere.  I  never  raised  such  an 
objection,  and  I  never  should  dream  of  raising  such  an 
objection. 

5272.  It  is  not  simply  a  waiver  of  right  or  supposed 
right;  it  is  that  you  do  not  think  you  have  the  right  ? 
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— I  have   uo  right    to    object  to    the   Coiporation 
licensing  slaughter-houses. 

5273.  In  fact  there  is  no  monopoly  ? — ^Tbere  is  no 
monopoly  whatever. 

5274.  As  to  compulsory  purchase,  you  say  that  in 
the  abstract  you  would  not  object  to  compulsory  pur- 
chase, does  that  mean  that  suppose  the  compulsory 
purchase  were  on  the  ordinary  terms  of  a  reference  to 
an  open  arbitration  in  the  case  of  no  agreement,  joo 
would  not  object  to  terms  of  that  kind  ? — I  wookl 
much  rather  have  a  private  negotiation  tban  any 
arbitration  in  the  matter. 

5275.  Private  negotiation  sometimes  fail  ? — ^No 
doubt ;  it  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  character 
of  the  arbitration. 

5276.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  general  pro- 
visions of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act  ? — I 
am.  •  * 

5277.  Would  such  an  arbitration  as  would  be  given 
under  that  Act  satisfy  you  ?'^I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  object  to  it. 

5278.  {Mr.  LUtle.)  Though  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
has  no  monopoly  of  the  slaughter-houses  he  is  in 
possession  of  the  most  convenient  situation  for  them  ? 
— I  think  it  is  the  most  convenient  situation  for  them. 

5279.  How  do  the  slaughter-houses  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  compare  with  those  which  the  Corporation 
have  registered  and  licensed  ? — I  have  never  visited 
any  of  them,  but  there  is  no  doubt  about  this,  that  the 
slaughter-houses  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  are 
very  ancient  buildings,  and  they  have  not  been  repaured 
to  the  extent  they  would  have  been  if  it  had  not  been 
the  intention  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  to  erect  new 
slaughter-houses;  but  with  regard  to  cleansing  and 
everything  of  that  kind,  everything  is  done  which 
possibly  can  be  done ;  and  if  any  requisition  is  made 
by  the  oflicer  of  health  or  auy  other  officer  of  the 
Corporation,  it  is  at  once  attended  to. 

5280.  Would  the  Duke  have  power  to  do  away 
with  these  slaughter-houses  and  convert  them  to  any 
other  use  ? — I  think  that  is  a  question  unless  he  were 
to  provide  others.  I  question  whether  he  is  not  bound 
to  provide  slaughter-houses  to  a  certain  extent. 

5281 .  As  to  the  scale  of  tolls.  You  say  in  many  cases 
you  take  very  much  less  than  the  authorised  amount ; 
in  bome  cases  you  take  the  full  amount  What  deter- 
mines you  to  make  reductions  in  some  cases  and  not 
in  othei's? — ^It  is  a  question  of  supply  and  demand. 

5282.  It  is  not  done,  I  presume,  with  the  idea  of 
favouring  any  particular  trade? — No;  anything  in 
the  way  of  favouritism  is  the  last  thing  that  is  thought 
of.  I  m&y  say  I  thought  it  was  most  likely  that  the 
Commission  would  require  the  evidence  of  the  super- 
intendent of  the  market,  who  has  every  detail  at  his 
fingers'  ends,  as  well  as  my  evidence,  therefore  I  have 
not  informed  myself  so  particularly  upon  the  question 
of  the  tolls  charged  as  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 

5283.  {Sir  Jamen  Carry,)  As  to  slaughter-houses, 
the  Corporation  say  that  if  they  wished  to  erect 
slaughter-houses,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  having  all  the 
available  land,  or  most  of  the  available  land,  for  the 
purpose,  they  would  have  a  difficulty  in  doing  so. 
Is  Uiat  so  ? — The  Duke  of  Norfolk  has  very  much 
greater  facilities  for  the  erection  of  slaughter-houses, 
because  he  can  appropriate  any  portion  of  his  own 
estate  that  he  likes  for  the  purpose.  There  is  now 
no  fat  cattle  market  at  Sheffield  of  any  extent ;  all 
the  cattle  killed  at  Sheffield  are  brought  by  railway, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  that  the  market  and  the 
slaughter-houses  should  be  somewhere  where  they 
would  have  direct  railway  communication.  I  have 
fixed  upon  a  site  for  slaughter-houses,  access  to  which 
from  both  the  Midland  and  the  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
and  Lincolnshire  would  be  very  convenient.  It  is 
out  of  the  town  of  Sheffield  altogether,  but  the  trade 
are  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  slaughter-houses 
from  their  present  position,  but  I  should  not  regard 
that  so  much  as  I  should  the  convenience  and  the 
health  of  the  town,  and,  therefore,  I  am  prepared  to 
proceed  with  those  slaughter-houses  unless  tbe  Cor- 
poration choose  to  erect  their  own. 
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Mr.  M,  J,         5284.  There  seems  to  have  been  considerable  delay 

SUuan.        in  the  Duke  repairing  or  doing  anything  to  improve 

— 7-  the  present  slaughter-houses  of  which  the  Corporation 

37  April  1S68.  oomplaiu  ? — There  could  not  be   any    improvement 

""■"""^       unless  they  were  altogether  palled  down  and  rebuilt, 

because  having  been  erected  considerably  more  than 

100  years,  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  modem 

requirements. 

5285.  Then  the  drainage  and  all  that  sort  of  thing 
would  have  to  be  completely  altered  so  as  to  be  more 
in  accord  with  present  requirements  ? — The  drainage 
would  have  to  be  provided  according  to  the  situation. 
The  unities  of  drainage  would  not  be  so  great  from 
the  new  site  as  they  are  from  the  existing  one, 
because  it  is  a  site  that  is  much  further  removed  from 
the  main  outlet  drain  of  the  town. 

5286.  Suppose  these  slaughter-houses  were  rebuilt 
on  the  present  site,  would  there  be  sufficient  accom- 
modation there  for  the  trade  ? — I  hardly  think  there 
would,  because  the  object  of  the  Corporation  wonld 
be  to  have  the  slaughtering  trade  concenlrared,  and 
therefore  the  present  extent  of  accommodation  would 
not  be  sufficient.  Indeed,  I  may  say  the  whole  of  this 
is  only  some  5,000  yards.  I  think  the  site  I  propose 
for  slaughter-houses  is  nearly  five  acres.  There  is 
no  lairage  now  provided,  so  that  batchers  who  bring 
the  cattle  to  the  town,  if  they  are  not  going  to  be 
immediately  slaughtered,  have  to  find  accommodation 
for  them  wherever  they  can,  and  there  is  a  greot  ileal 
of  driving  cattle  backwards  and  forwards  through  the 
streets,  which  is  a  great  nuisance  and  a  source  of  danger. 

5287.  Are  you  aware  if  there  is  any  large  dead 
meat  trade  in  Sheffield  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is 
much ;  one  of  the  largest  butchers,  Mr.  Hydes,  I 
think  does  some  little  trade  of  that  kind.  I  do  not 
think  he  does  much. 

5288.  I  need  hardly  ask  you  if  you  consider  20 
years'  purchase  sufficient  compensation  to  give  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk  for  his  markets  ? — It  would  depend 
upop  what  basis  of  profits  the  20  years'  purchase  was 
calculated  on,  and  then,  I  think,  it  could  hardly  be 
enough.  I  think  24  years'  purchase,  if  taken  upon  the 
enhanced  basis  generally,  would  be  much  more  reason- 
able. 

5289  {Chairman.)  20  years'  purchase  would  require 
a  re-investment  at  5  per  cent,  to  avoid  loss  ? — I  should 
think  it  would. 

5290.  And  investments  at  6  per  cent,  are  not  easily 
obtained  ? — ^Not  now. 

5291.  {Mr.  Mahony.)  You  say  that  the  site  you 
proposed  for  the  new  market  would  be  a  very  con- 
venient one  ? — ^Very  convenient  as  far  as  the  town  is 
concerned. 

5292.  But  you  say  the  trade  object  to  it? — The 
trade  object;  they  object  to  the  market  being 
removed. 

5293.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  ascertain  the 
feeling  of  the  townspeople? — No,  1  have  taken  it 
for  granted  that  the  townspeople  would  prefer  to  have 
it  removed. 

5294.  Have  the  Town  Council  approved  of  the 
site  ? — They  approved  of  the  first  site  and  con- 
ditionally of  the  plans:  the  plans  were  not  so  far 
completed  as  to  be  officially  approved  by  them.  The 
question  of  the  new  site  has  not  been  submitted  to 
them,  but  there  cannot  be  a  question  as  to  their 
approval  of  it,  because  it  is  close  to  the  old  site, 
and  it  is  a  level  site  instead  of  being  a  site  on  a 
steepish  hill  side. 


5295.  You  said  just  now  that  if  the  Corporation 
purchased  the  Duke's  rights  the  amount  of  rates  paid 
by  the  Duke  should  not  be  considered  in  the  ex- 
penditure ? — I  think  not. 

5296.  Why  ? — Because  though  the  property  would 
be  rateable  to  the  Corporation  they  would  get  the 
money  from  the  rates  to  pay  the  rates  with ;  whereas 
now  the  rates  are  paid  by  a  single  ratepayer  into  the 
public  Excheqaer — the  money  would  be  put  out  of 
one  pocket  into  the  other  in  the  other  case. 

5297.  If  the  Corporation  purchased  the  markets, 
the  rates  would  be  paid  by  the  ratepayers  ? — ^Yes ; 
but  that  makes  no  difiference;  it  is  a  clear  2,000/.  a 
year  to  the  advantage  of  the  Corporation. 

5298.  The  Corporation  purchase  practically  ioc  the 
public  ? — ^Yes. 

5299.  And  the  public  would  pay  the  rates  instead 
of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ?— Yes,  and  the  Duke  would 
pay  his  share  of  them.  There  is  a  difference  between 
one  single  ratepayer  paying  the  whole  of  the  rates 
and  the  public  paying  the  rates. 

5300.  {Mr.  tharrtngton.)  I  think  you  stated  that 
the  revenue  derived  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  is  an 
increasing  one  P — ^Yes. 

5301.  Apart  from  that,  do  you  believe  that  it  is 
the  opinion  generally  that  the  markets  would  be 
better  in  the  hands  of  the  public  authority  than  in 
private  hands  ? — No,  I  do  not  say  it  is  the  general 
opinion. 

5302.  There  are  no  complaints  about  the  markets 
you  say  ? — There  are  no  complaints  as  to  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  markets. 

5303.  People  do  not  consider  that  the  Dnke's 
arrangements  are  oppressive  in  any  way  ? — No,  quite 
the  contrary. 

5304.  {Chairman.)  I  understood  you  to  say  that 
the  question  of  purchase  by  the  Corporation  has  not 
beeij  raised  again  since  187V  ? — No,  1  think  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Water  Company  last  year  has  absorbed 
everything  they  could  raise. 

5305.  {Mr,  Little.)  With  regard  to  these  rates,  is 
it  not  the  case  that  if  the  rates  wei«  not  deducted 
from  the  present  income,  and  if  the  purchase  were 
calculated  upon  the  gross  income,  the  Corporation 
would  be  buying  that  2,000/.  a  year  which  they  now 
get  ? — Yes ;  no  doubt  it  would  increase  the  balance  of 
profits. 

5306.  Their  income  would  not  be  increased  by 
that  2,000/.,  because  they  already  get  it  ? — Yes,  they 
already  get  it. 

5307.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  that  ycu 
want  to  add  to  your  evidence  ? — The  Mayor  of 
Sheffield  made  some  observations  with  regard  to 
stalls  in  the  streets.  In  former  times  the  stalls  used 
to  be  erected  in  certain  streets  during  the  times  of  the 
fairs,  they  were  not  erected  by  the  shopkeepers  but 
by  strangers  who  visited  the  town  with  certain 
articles  for  sale ;  that  practice  of  erecting  stalls  in 
the  streets  was  put  an  end  to  voluntarily  by  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  on  the  representations  of  shopkeepers  living 
in  the  streets,  and  the  chief  constable  of  the  town. 
The  practice  has  been  discontinued,  but  the  Corpora- 
tion have  never  interfered  in  the  matter. 

5308.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Are  hawkers  allowed  in 
Sheffield  ? — There  are  a  great  many  liawkers  who  go 
about  the  streets  of  Sheffield. 

5309.  Is  there  any  limit  placed  upon  them  ?^  I 
think  they  are  not  allowed  within  the  pi*ecincts  of  the 
market  without  payment  of  dues. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


S, 


Mr. 
a  Siaier. 


Sir  James  Corry  here  took  the  chair, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Slater  examined. 


5310.  (Chairman.)  You  are  a  draper  at  Market 
Drayton  ? — Yes. 

5311.  Have  you  lived    a   long    time    in   Market 
Drayton  ? — I  have  been  there  since  1837. 


5312.  You  wish  to  make 
mission  with  regard  to 
Drajrton  ? — Yes. 
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5313.  Will  you  first  tell  the  Commission  the  popu- 
lation of  Market  Drayton  ?  —  The  population  of 
Market  Drayton  would  be  about  5,000. 

5314.  Who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  markets? — 
Mr.  Corbet,  the  landed  proprietor  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

.  6315.  Does  he  hold  them  under  any  charter  ? — 
There  is  an  old  charter — an  old  parchment — that 
they  cry  the  laii-s  with.  That  extends  to  the  market ; 
that  is  private  property.  Court  leets  used  to  be 
held  every  two  years,  now  they  are  held  much  less 
often,  but  the  jurisdiction  was  exercised  in  a  very 
loose  sort  of  way ;  there  was  nothing  genuine  about 
it,  if  they  said  they  would  fine  people  for  certain 
things  they  never  attempted  to  do  it. 

5316.  Will  you  give  us  a  short  description  of  the 
markets  ? — This  is  a  rough  sketch  that  I  have  made 
(producing  a  sketch).  The  vegetables  are  along  here, 
crockery  is  along  here.  In  this  space,  which  is  a 
comparatively  small  one,  and  which  is  covered  over, 
the  roof  being  supported  by  pillars,  butter  and  eggs 
and  poultry  are  sold  ;  they  call  that  the  Butter  Cross. 
Then  the  standings  extend  all  over  this  part,  and  all 
over  this  part  also.  The  market,  with  the  exception 
of  that  covered  space,  is  all  held  in  the  street,  and  an 
obstruction  to  a  certain  extent  is  caused  in  some  parts 
of  the  sr-eets. 

5317.  Do  you  complain  of  the  markets  as  being 
inconvenient  to  the  public  ?— I  complain  principally 
of  the  unfairness  arising  from  tolls  being  charged  in 
one  part  of  the  market  on  certain  things,  while  in 
another  part  of  the  market  on  certain  things  no  toll 
is  charged.  For  instance,  a  f armer*8  wife  can  bring 
any  quantity  of  butter,  eggs,  or  poultry  she  likes  into 
that  covered  space  and  she  pays  nothing  at  all,  she 
has  a  covering  over  her  head  and  she  pays  nothing 
there ;  whereas  all  along  here  anyone  who  brings  in 
fruit  or  vegetables,  or  anything  in  a  basket,  no 
matter  what  the  basket  contains,  whether  four 
pennyworth,  Tour  shillings'  worth,  or  fourteen 
shillings'  worth,  is  charged  a  penny.  The  exemp- 
tions consist  of  butter,  eggs,  poultry,  and  rabbits  ; 
but  suppose  a  poor  woman  brings  a  rabbit  m  a  basket 
and  puts  it  on  the  ground  where  these  vegetables  are 
she  must  pay  a  penny  though  it  might  be  a  tame 
rabbit. 

6318.  The  Commission  understand  that  what  you 
complain  about  is  that  certain  articles  are  exempt  from 
toll,  and  are  allowed  to  be  placed  in  a  better  position 
than  other  articles  that  are  exposed  and  are  charged 
toll  ? — ^'es  ;  as  far  as  complaint  is  concerned,  1  do 
not  know  that  I  have  come  here  to  make  a  complaint 
exactly.  I  come  here  to  give  information  upon  the 
markets. 

5319.  There  is  a  cattle  market  at  Market  Drayton, 
is  there  not  ? — Yes ;  that  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Company 
which  was  formed  about  20  years  ago  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  over  the  Cattle  Market  from  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor. 

5320.  Arc  tolls  collected  on  any  other  kind  of 
articles  except  vegetables  and  fruit? — Yes,  they  are 
collected  off  earthenware,  and  they  are  also  collected 
off  the  stands ;  the  tolls  charged  are  supposed  to  be 
for  the  stands,  but  if  a  person  comes  and  puts  a  lot  of 
chains  upon  the  street,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  he  has 
to  pay  a  toll  for  them  ;  therefore  that  does  away  wirh 
that  idea. 

5321.  Who  collects  these  tolls?— Mr.  Wycherley, 
who  is  appointed  at  the  Court  Leet.  He  is  tiie  tenant 
of  Mr.  Corbet,  the  holder  of  the  tolls.  I  cannot 
ascertain  exactly  what  he  pays  for  the  tolls,  but  he 
pays  so  much  a  year  for  them.  Then  certain  work  is 
done  by  him  which  has  been  done,  I  supposei  for  10 
years,  in  clearing  away  anything  that  there  might  be 
upon  the  streets,  which  is  generally  finished  by  8  or  9 
o'clock  the  next  morning. 

5322.  He  does  something  for  the  tolls  that  he  col- 
lects ? — He  does  that  work  ;  he  clears  the  streets. 

5323.  Does  tbe  collection  of  these  tolls  act  as  a 
restriction  upon  trade  ? — I  could  scarcely  say  that  the 
tolls  are  small,  but  the  greatest  hindrance  to  trade  is 


allowing  a  lot  of  strangers  to  come  in  and  sel    the  ^'' 

same  goods  that  the  shopkeepers  in  the  town  are  selling.     *'  C.Slaitr. 
No  matter  what  a  man  brings  in,  there  is  a  stand  for    ^n  *  ^  jggg^ 

him  directly  on  payment  of  a  1*.  or  \s.  6d.  for  the      1 

day. 

5324.  Is  there  any  market  square? — ^This  is  the 
High  Street  (indicating  the  position  on  the  sketch). 
There  are  a  certain  number  of  staUs  put  half-way  down 
this  street ;  it  is  very  broad,  perhaps  it  is  21  yards 
here,  and  about  seven  yards  there.  Cheshire  Street  is 
full  of  standings  too. 

5325.  Do  you  think  that  the  market  rights  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authority  ? — Decidedly  I 
think  so. 

5326.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  markets  were  nnder 
the  lo<!al  authority  they  would  be  very  much  better 
conducted  than  they  are  now  ? — They  would  be  con- 
ducted with  more  equality ;  a  person  comes  to  the 
n<arket  with  a  basket  containing  four  pennyworth  of 
apples,  and  before  she  sells  them  t»he  must  pay  a  penny 
for  putting  that  basket  down,  while  another  person 
brings  to  the  market  a  basket  with  perhaps  30  lbs.  of 
butter,  and  she  does  not  pay  a  penny  and  has  a  cover 
to  her  head. 

5327.  Under  what  right  is  the  one  exempt  from 
toll  and  the  other  not  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  that  has 
been  the  custom  as  long  as  I  remember. 

5328.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  One  complaint 
that  you  make  is  that  the  streets  are  blocked  up  by 
persons  selling  their  goods  in  the  streets  ? — Yes,  that 
is  one  complaint. 

5329.  Then  the  remedy  for  that  I  suppose  would 
be  to  provide  a  market-place  for  them  elsewhere  ?— 
Yes. 

5330.  Should  it  be  under  cover  ? — I  should  say  so. 
I  do  not  know  any  town  in  Shropshire  that  has  not  a 
covered  market. 

5331.  It  would  involve  considerable  expense  to 
establish  such  a  market-place,  would  it  not? — Of 
course  that  would  depend  on  the  structure  of  the 
market. 

5332.  Do  we  rightly  understand  that  persons 
selling  articles  in  the  covered  space  pay  nothing  ? — 
They  pay  nothing.     That  is  the  Butter  Cross. 

53«')3.  Is  there  no  annual  rent  charged  ? — No. 

5333a.  Is  it  one  set  of  people  who  go  there  regularlyi 
or  can  anyone  come  in  and  use  that  pkce  ^ee  ? — 
They  can  come  and  use  it  for  butter  and  eggs  and 
those  things,  not  for  vegetables ;  it  is  a  very  small 
place,  1  should  say  it  is  not  more  than  nine  or  ten 
yards  long  and  seven  yards  wide. 

5334.  Is  it  first  come  first  served  in  that  market  ? — 
I  suppose  it  would  be  so,  if  it  was  filled  the  last 
comers  would  have  to  get  close  round  it ;  it  has  no 
walls  at  the  side ;  formerly  there  was  what  we  used  to 
call  the  Round  House  at  the  bottom  and  the  Stocks, 
but  that  is  cleared  away. 

5335.  Do  the  same  people  come  there  week  afVer 
week  ? — Yes. 

6336.  Then  are  they  selected  in  any  way  by  the 
tenant  of  Mr.  Corbet? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  they 
come  from  all  parts ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  the 
slightest  selection  made.  ^ 

o337.  Have  they  to  apply  to  Mr.  Corbet's  tenant  ? — 
I  do  not  know  that  they  have  to  apply. 

5338.  Why  does  not  one  of  these  poor  women  who 
you  have  been  speaking  of,  wbo  exposes  her  vegetables 
and  fruit  in  tbe  open  street,  go  into  that  covered  space? 
— She  would  not  be  allowed  to  do  so,  the  only  articles 
exempt  are  butter,  eggs,  poultry,  and  rabbits ;  but  as  I 
said  before,  if  a  rabbit  came  in  a  basket,  though  it 
might  be  a  tame  rabbit,  that  would  be  charged  a 
penny.    . 

5339.  The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  that  inequality 
would  probably  be  for  the  markets  to  be  bought  from 
the  lord  of  the  manor  by  some  public  authority  ? — 
Yes,  I  do  not  see  any  other  way  of  getting  out  of  it. 

5340.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  purchase  those 
rights  ? — Not  lately. 

5341.  Has  there  at  any  time? — I  cannot  remember 
that  there  has.  ^<-^  j 
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5342.  Have  you  a  local  board  ? — We  have  not. 

5343.  Are  you  under  a  rural  sanitary  authority  ? 
—Tea. 

5344.  The  present  lord  of  the  manor  has  erected 
Mime  butchers*  shambles,  has  not  he  ? — In  1852  they 
were  erected.  Formerly  the  butchers  had  their  stands 
upon  the  street.  Before  Mr.  Corbet,  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  erected  the  present  buildings,  another  gentle^ 
man  bought  some  old  property,  which  he  made  into 
shambles^  and  allowed  the  butchers  to  go  in  if  they 
iiked— ithey  did  go  in,  and  found  it  much  more 
comfortable  Uian  where  they  were  l?ofore.  As  soon  as 
they  got  in,  Mr.  Corbet  entered  a  protest  against  it 
in  some  form,  but  the  gentlemen  did  not  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  contest  the  matter  with  him, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  butchers  were 
removed  from  that  place  to  a  building  that  was  put 
up  on  the  other  side  of  the  street.  The  building 
which  occupied  the  site  of  the  existing  shambles  was 
a  very  large  old  red  brick  building — it  had  been 
unoccupied  for,  I  think,  8  or  10  years,  and  at  that 
time  when  the  toll  holder  found  that  the  butchers 
went  into  these  other  shambles,  he  immediately  com- 
menced to  build  shambles  on  the  site  of  that  house ; 
and  the  result  was  that  the  butchers  had  to  leave  the 
other  shambles  and  go  into  his. 

5345.  Are  rents  paid  by  the  butchers  who  use 
those  shambles  ? — Yes. 

5346.  Are  the  rents  complained  of? — I  have  not 
heard  any  complaints  of  the  rent  in  the  ehambles. 

5347.  Is  the  state  of  things  that  you  have  described 
much  complained  of  by  the  people  in  the  town  ? — 
Very  frequently  they  complain  of  it — they  complain 
of  the  market  being  in  the  streets,  because  it  is  rather 
unusual  in  our  county.  If  you  go  to  Whitchurch 
or  Newport,  10  or  11  miles  away,  you  find  they  have 
covered  markets  there  which  are  very  comfortable. 

5348.  I  did  not  understand  what  you  said  about 
the  shopkeepers  objecting  to  strangers  coming  in  ? — 
We  are  inundated  with  people  from  all  parts  who 
want  standings.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is  to  be 
remedied. 

5349.  Do  not  you  think  that  that  is  an  advantage  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  is  an  advantage  to  have  strangers 
coming  into  the  town  and  sell  the  same  things  that 
we  sell  in  our  shops — we  have  taxes  to  pay  and  they 
have  nothing  to  pay  except  what  they  pay  for  their 
standings. 

5350.  You  object  to  it  in  the  interest  of  the  shop- 
keepers ?  —  Yes,  it  affects  everyone,  grocers,'  iron- 
mongers, drapers,  and  almost  every  trade  in  the  town. 
Of  course  those  people  have  liberty  to  come  to  the 
market  town. 

5351.  Did  you  say  that  there  was  a  lease  granted 
of  the  tolls,  that  they  were  let  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor  to  someone  who  collects  them  ? — Not  a  lease. 


I  gather  that  the  tolls  are  let  to  Mr.  Wycherley  for 
so  muchy  and  he  makes  what  he  can  of  them. 

5352.  (Mr.  MaJumy.)  Is  the  place  where  the 
strangers  sell  their  goods,  in  the  street  ? — ^Yes,  it  is 
anywhere  in  the  street — anywhere  here  {pointing  ta 
the  sketch). 

5353.  You  say  they  pay  a  shilling  ?— They  pay 
Is.  or  \s,M.  for  a  stand — if  they  do  not  have  a  stand 
they  have  to  pay  Is, — they  lay  the  things  flat  on  the 
ground. 

5354.  Those  stands  are  aw^  from  where  the 
vegetables  and  firuit  are  sold  ? — ^Yes. 

5355.  Are  these  regular  moveable  stands  ?--Yes, 
they  are  moved  and  put  into  this  Butter  Cross  in  the 
evening. 

5356.  They  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  market  ? — 
Yes. 

5357.  Goods  of  all  kinds  are  sold  on  the  stands?— 
Yes ;  every  kind. 

5358.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  I  think  I  understood  vou 
to  say  that  if  an  apple  woman  comes  in  with  her 
basket  and  puts  it  down,  she  pays  W.,  while  persons 
bringing  in  butter,  pay  nothing? — Yes. 

5359.  Why  is  that  ?— I  do  not  know. 

5360.  Is  it  in  accordance  with  an  old  charter  or 
statute  ? — That  I  have  not  been  able  to  gather. 

5361.  It  has  been  the  universal  practice  as  long 
as  you  remember  Market  Drayton  ? — Yes.  If  a 
person  brings  60  lbs.  of  butter  in  a  basket  there  is 
nothing  to  pay,  whereas  other  parties  who  bring  in 
vegetables  and  fruit  have  to  pay,  and  if  it  is  a  wet 
day,  it  i^  a  miserable  thing  for  them.  If  you  were  to 
go  down  the  market  on  a  wet  day  you  would  feel 
sorry  for  tliem. 

5362.  {Chairman.)  We  may  take  it  that  your  chief 
complaint  is  that  strangers  are  allowed  to  come  into 
Market  Drayton  and  sell  their  goods  on  these  stalls 
and  on  the  street  against  the  interest  of  the  shop-^ 
keepers  and  ratepayers  ? — That  is  one  thing,  the 
other  thing  is  the  one  party  paying  no  toll  at  all,  and 
the  other  party  close  by  paying  a  toll  on  ever  so  small 
a  quantity. 

5363.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  no  complaint  from 
those  who  are  exempt  ? — No,  they  have  a  covering 
over  their  heads,  though  it  is  not  much  protection 
from  the  cold,  indeed  it  is  colder  than  in  the  street, 
because  all  the  sides  are  open,  and  when  there  is  a 
little  wind  it  gathers  force. 

5364.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  Has  the  trade  of  the 
market  increased  ? — No.  There  has  been  a  very 
small  trade  lately.  I  can  see  these  strangers  to  the 
town,  ironmongers  and  others,  taking  a  great  deal 
more  money  away  than  the  shopkeepers  take.  1  do 
not  know  whether  that  is  considered  a  fuir  thing  for  a 
town,  it  is  not  fair  for  tradespeople  to  gather  honey  in 
another  town. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr:  F.  L. 

Liyhtfoot. 


Mr.  Francis  Lowrt  Lightfoot  examined. 


5365.  ( Chairman.)  You  are  agent  for  Mr.  Corbet, 
and  secretary  of  the  Market  Drayton  Cattle  Market 
Company  ? — Yes. 

5365a.  You  wish  to  give  the  Commission  some  m- 
formation  with  reference  to  the  Market  Drayton 
Markets  ? — What  I  have  to  say  is  pretty  much  em- 
bodied in  the  written  information  that  I  have  given 
to  the  Commission,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  add 
anything  further. 

5366.  This  statement  that  you  have  sent  forward 
has  been  prepared  by  you  ? — ^Yes. 

5367.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  about  the 
situation  and  state  of  the  markets  in  Market  Drayton  ? 
— No,  no  complaints  have  come  before  me  at  all. 

5368.  No  complaints  with  reference  to  the  want  of 
covered  accommodation  for  goods  exposed  for  sale  ?— 
Several  times  there  have  been  discussions  amongst 
the  farmers  and  so  on,  as  to  whether  any  better 
convenience  could  be  afforded,  but  the  conclusion  that 
has  always  been  come  to,  has  been  that  it  is  best  as 


it  is.  It  has  often  been  talked  of  in  the  market  at. 
Market  Drayton,  not  officially,  but  amongst  the 
farmers  and  so  on,  and  my  opinion  is  that  the  general 
feeling  in  Market  Drayton  is  very  much  in  fiavour  of 
things  remaining  as  they  are.  I  never  heard  any 
dissatisfaction  expressed  at  alU 

5369.  Have  you  heard  any  dissatisfaction  expressed 
by  the  shopkeepers  on  account  of  strangers  coming  in 
and  selling  goods  on  these  stalls  in  the  streets  ? — No, 
nothing  has  ever  been  brought  before  me  to  that 
effect. 

5370.  Who  is  it  that  receives  the  tolls  that  are 
collected  on  market  days  ? — ^The  bailiff,  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Wycherley,  who  is  Mr.  Corbet's  tenant. 

5371.  Are  these  tolls  leased  out  to  him? — ^No,  he 
is  the  tenant  of  the  Corbet  Arms  Hotel,  which  is  the 
principal  hotel  in  the  town,  and  for  the  last  50  years^ 
I  believe,  the  tenant  of  the  Corbet  Arms  has  always 
collected  the  tolls.     Locally  they  call  him  the  mayor 
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of  Market  Draytoo,  and    he    always  collects  those 
tolls,  and  sees  that  the  stalls  are  put  out  properly. 

6372.  What  does  he  do  for  the  tolls  that  he 
collects  ? — What  he  does  is  this,  he  keeps  the  town 
in  order,  he  has  the  town  cleaned  after  every  market, 
and  he  provides  all  the  stalls ;  all  these  stalls  that  are 
put  out,  for  which  a  charge  is  made,  belong  to  him, 
and  he  cries  the  fairs.  He  attends  and  collects  i  he 
tolls  every  Wednesday,  and  does  eveiy thing  in  con- 
nexion with  the  market  that  is  neeesisary  and  usual. 

5373.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  it  is  that 
some  articles  are  charged  with  tolls  and  others  are 
not? — No,  nothing  has  ever  been  charg^  except 
fruit  and  vegetables  in  Market  Drayton — there  ^a  no 
charge  made  for  anything  else. 

5374.  There  is  a  toll  charged  on  cattle? — Yes: 
the  cattle  market  is  at  pi-esent  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cattle  Market  Company,  Mr.  Corbet  as  lord  of  the 
manor  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  now. 

5375.  He  sold  his  rights  ? — He  sold  his  rights  for 
60/.  some  years  ago  to  the  Market  Drayton  Cattle 
Market  Company.  It  was  thought  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Market  Drayton  that  it  was  a  great  nuisance  to 
have  the  cattle  sold  in  the  streets,  and  Mr.  Corbet 
said  he  did  not  care  about  retaining  his  right  to  levy 
tolls  on  cattle,  he  would  sell  at  a  nominal  price  if  they 
would  form  a  company,  and  take  the  cattle  out  of  the 
towp.  That  was  done,  very  much  at  the  wish  of  the 
inhabitants — it  is  a  great  nuisance  to  have  cattle 
standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Market  Place — ^in  fact 
it  interrupted  the  traffic, 

5376.  Has  that  been  a  success? — Yes,  a  great 
success  and  a  great  comfort  to  the  town,  the  only 
opposition  to  it  was  from  the  publicans,  who  thought 
it  would  take  away  their  business,  the  publicans 
in  the  centre  of  the  tow.i  objected,  but  they  are 
the  only  people  that  I  ever  heard  any  objection  from 
in  any  way. 

5377.  Are  not  these  stalls  that  are  put  in  the 
.treets  considered  an  objection  on  the  same  grounds, 

namely,  that  they  obstruct  the  streets  ?— 1  never 
heard  so — there  is  plenty  of  room — the  street  in  which 
these  stalb  are  put  is  a  very  wide  street,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  traffic. 

5378.  {Mr.  Little.)  What  is  the  width  of  the 
street? — I  do  not  know  eKactty,  it  is  a  very  unusually 
wide  street,  it  is  a  sort  of  street  and  market  place  in 
one. 

5379.  When  the  stalls  are  up,  is  there  still  room 
for  two  carriages  to  pass  ? — I  should  have  said  plenty ; 
I  never  saw  any  inconvenience  from  it  at  all. 

5380.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  No  toll  is  ever 
taken  for  butter,  poultry,  and  eggs? — No,  I  never 
heard  of  any  toll  being  taken  for  those  articles. 

5381.  Notwithstanding  that  no  toll  is  taken  on  those 
articles,  the  lord  of  the  manor  built  the  covered  market 


place  in  which  butter,  eggs,  and  poultry  are  sold  ? — 
That  was  in  the  year  1824 — about  that  date. 

•5382.  It  was  an  act  of  public  spirit  on  his  part  to 
provide  a  cover  for  those  who  were  not  paying 
anything  ? — Yes,  the  Corbets  would  do  anything  for 
the  town  that  they  could. 

5383.  He  has  not  provided  any  cover  for  the  people 
who  sell  articles  other  than  butter,  ^gs,  and  poultry  ? 
— No,  there  is  no  covered  market,  except  the  butchers' 
shambles  and  that  in  which  butter,  eggs,  and  poultry 
are  sold.  I  have  seen  other  things  besides  butter, 
poultry,  and  so  on  under  the  covered  market.  They 
may  take  anything  there  that  there  is  room  for,  but 
it  is  chiefly  butter,  eggs,  and  so  on. 

5384.  {Mr.  Mahony.)  Mr.  Corbet  built  the  butchers' 
shambles  ? — Yes. 

5385.  When  ?— In  1847. 

5386.  Was  there  any  accommodation  for  the  butchers 
before  that  ? — Only  in  the  public  street ;  they  used  to 
have  their  stalls  in  the  sti*eet,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
stalls  are  now,  and  he  built  this  as  a  cover  for  the 
butchers. 

5387.  Was  there  no  covered  building  of  any  kind 
on  the  other  side  of  the  street  for  a  time  ? — I  never 
heard  of  it.  I  did  not  live  at  Market  Drajrton  in  those 
days.  I  have  only  been  there  20  years.  I  cannot 
speak  with  certainty  as  to  anything  before  that  date. 
I  never  heard  of  any  building  under  which  the 
butchers  were  before  they  came  to  these  shambles. 

5388.  Do  you  know  what  induced  Mr,  Corbet  to 
build  the  butchers'  shambles  ? — No,  it  was  long  before 
I  went  to  live  at  Market  Drayton.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  object  of  it  was. 

5389.  {Mr.  Charrington),  Can  you  tell  us  whether 
the  revenue  for  the  market,  given  in  your  answers  to 
our  queries  as  45/.  a  year  net,  is  pretty  much  about 
what  it  has  been  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and 
whether  it  is  likely  to  increase? — I  think  that  is 
about  what  it  has  been  for  the  last  20  years,  perhaps 
it  is  a  few  pounds  more  than  it  was.  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  why  it  should  increase,  it  is  a  very  large 
market. 

5390.  Is  the  population  on  the  increase  ? — Not 
much,  Market  Drayton  is  about  at  a  standstill. 

5391.  {Chairman.)  As  far  as  you  know  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  in  reference  to  the  accommoda- 
tion provided  ? — I  never  heard  any  formal  complaint 
as  to  the  accommodation  from  anyone. 

5392.  {Mr.  Charrington,)  Has  any  desire  been  ex- 
pressed on  the  part  of  the  public  authorities  to  buy  up 
the  market  rights  ? — Two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants 
have  proposed  that  they  should  be  bought  up  with 
a  view  of  getting  up  a  company.  I  think  partly  with 
a  view  of  getting  a  profit  out  of  it  themselves. 

?393.  {Mr.  IMtie.)  There  is  no  corporation  or 
local  board  in  the  town  ? — No. 
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BOTAL  CX>HHISSION   ON   MARKET  BIGHTS  AND   TOLLS: 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTY-SECOND  DAY. 


Thursday,  lOth  May  1888. 


PRESENT: 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair 

The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 

Sir  James  Porter  Corrt,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Charles  L  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Mr.  Spencer  Charrington,  M.P.  I 


Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 

Mr.  William  C.  Little. 

Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 

Mr.  Pierce  Mahont,  M.P. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  P.  Rooke,  Secretary. 


Mr. 
i7»  Srrf(0(rd, 

:•  May  1888. 


5394.  {Chairman.)  We  anderstaDd 
connected  with  agriculture  ? — ^I  am. 

5395.  Are  you  a  farmer  ? — ^Yes. 

5396.  And  you  live  within  two  miles  of  Taunton  ? 
—About  that  distance. 

5397.  You  have  interested  yourself  in  the  local 
aflairs  of  Taunton  for  a  good  many  years,  have  you 
not  ? — I  have. 

5398.  Are  you  one  of  the  country  trustees  for  the 
market  there? — I  am. 

5399.  And  you  are  also  owner  and  lessor  to  the 
market  trustees  of  the  site  of  the  Taunton  Cattle  and 
Sheep  Market?— Yes. 

5400.  The  land  belongs  to  you,  and  the  trnstees 
hold  it  of  you  ? — Yes. 

5401.  You  ftre  also,  I  think,  an  alderman  and 
deputy  mayor  of  Taunton  ? — I  am. 

5402.  Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  trustees 
on  the  18th  of  November  last  year  ? — ^Yes. 

5403.  Was  there  a  large  attendance  at  that  meet- 
ing?— ^Fairly  good;  I  cannot  remember  the  number 
now. 

5404.  And  the  queries  for  owners  of  markets  not 
being  local  authorities  were  submitted  to  that  meeting  ? 
—They  were  submitted  to  the  general  meeting ;  they 
had  been  previously  dealt  with  by  our  committee, 
which  was  very  well  attended. 

5405.  And  you  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  answers 
which  have  been  sent  to  us  ? — I  believe  they  are 
accurate ;  there  is  nothing  in  them  wrong,  that  I  am 
aware  of; 

540f>.  You  have  also,  I  think,  seen  the  questions  put 
to  the  town  clerk,  Mr.  Meyler,  and  to  Mr.  GU>ldsmith, 
and  the  answers  which  they  have  given  ? — I  have. 

5407.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  upon  those 
answers  ? — Mr.  Meyler's  evidence  was  pretty  correct, 
and  given,  I  think,  in  a  very  good  spirit.  He  has 
made  some  slight  eiTors,  which  no  doubt  were  made 
from  want  of  a  better  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

5408.  Since  the  incorporation  of  Taunton  in  18"7, 
has  there  not  been  a  good  deal  of  communication  be- 
tween the  Corporation  and  the  trustees  ? — There 
has. 

5409.  Have  the  trustees  been  willing  to  hand  over 
the  market  to  the  Corporation  ?-— To  say  that  they  are 
willing,  I  think,  is  rather  using  a  strong  expression. 
They  have  expressed  willingness  to  do  so,  provided 
that  the  town  council  would  prepare  and  present  a 
scheme  which  they  could  approve  of. 

5410.  That  is  to  say,  that  they  did  not  object  to  the 
transfer  on  principle,  but  wished  to  impose  conditions? 
—I  could  scarcely  say  that  I  think  upon  principle 
they  would  object  to  it,  but  it  was  very  strongly  im- 
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pressed  upon  them  by  Mr.  Meyler,  and  the  opinion 
that  he  brought,  that  they  must  give  way  in  some  way 
or  other,  and  if  there  was  a  scheme  that  they  could 
somewhat  at  all  events  approve  of,  they  might  accept 
it 

5411.  Have  the  Corporation  taken  any  steps  in  con- 
sequence ? — Not  beyond  talking  about  it,  and  obtaining, 
I  think,  an  opinion  or  two  from  counsel. 

5412.  Therefore  at  present  the  negotiations  Are  in 
abeyance  ? — Quite  so. 

5413.  Was  there  a  considerable  preponderance  of 
local  opinion  in  favour  of  a  transfer  to  the  Corpora- 
tion ? — No,  the  preponderance,  I  think,  was  very  slight, 
and  that  was  chiefly  obtained  by  representations  made 
to  them  which  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

5414.  I  suppose  expectations  were  held  out  that 
meat  would  be  supplied  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  ? — 
Yes;  it  was  one  of  the  expectations  that  everybody 
would  be  allowed  to  carry  on  his  business  unrestricted ; 
in  fact  that  there  would  be  butcher's  shops  all  over 
the  town,  and  that  meat  would  be  sold  at  a  very  much 
reduced  price,  and  that  no  licenses  would  be  required 
for  any  person  to  sell  anything. 

5415.  I  believe  you  wish  to  make  some  statement 
as  to  your  lease  of  the  cattle  and  sheep  market  ? — I 
have  no  particular  wish  to  make  any  statement,  but  I 
am  quite  willing  to  answer  any  questions  respecting  it. 

5416.  Where  is  this  cattle  and  sheep  market 
situated  ? — It  is  situated  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Castle  Green  adjoining  the  old  Taunton  Castle,  and 
close  to  the  centre  of  the  town. 

5417.  In  1880,  we  understand,  the  trustees  had  a 
lease  of  that  market  which  was  about  to  oxpire  ? — 
Yes,  in  about  two  or  three  years,  I  think. 

5418.  Did  they  then  try  to  obtain  another  site  ? — 
They  did  ;  they  advertised  and  took  every  means 
they  possibly  could. 

5419.  And  they  failed  to  do  so?— They  did. 

5420  And  then  we  understand  that  they  came 
into  your  terms  for  letting  the  market  on  a  new  lease  ? 
— That  has  been  so  stated,  but  I  think,  if  1  may  be 
allowed,  I  may  perhaps  say  more  about  that  than  has 
been  already.  The  old  lease  which  was  in  existence 
wlun  I  purchased  the  property  in  1876, 1  think,  was 
gTiinted  when  there  were  only  12  markets  a  year,  at  a 
ye:. I'ly  rental  of  58/.  tenants  paying  the  land  tax.  At  that 
till) I)  the  markets  were  held  fortnightly,  and  property 
had  increased  in  value  in  Taunton ;  and  as  there  were 
m(  re  markets  held  I  thought  I  should  have  a  little 
moi-e  money.  I  felt  that  my  site  was  only  required 
for  market  purposes  on  market  days,  and  T  offered,  if 
the  trustees  would  allow  me  to  make  what  I  could  of 
the  site  when  not  required  for  market  purposes,  to  let 
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it  to  them  at  a  rent  of  65/.  a  year.  They  asked  me  if 
I  could  give  them  any  more  land.  I  said  that  there 
was  a  path  between  the  sheep  market  and  the  Castle 
Garden.  It  was  4  feet  wide,  and  the  superficial  area 
will  be  altogether  between  400  and  500  superficial 
feet.  1  was  told  by  some  of  the  trustees  that  it  did 
not  belong  to  me.  I  pointed  out  that  it  did,  and  that 
they  had  no  ri^ht  to  it ;  and  I  had  the  path  barricaded. 
They  talked  <»  bringing  an  action  for  trespass  against 
me,  and  I  told  them  to  do  as  tbey  liked.  However, 
they  found  that  they  were  wrong,  and  ihey  admitted 
that  I  was  right,  and  they  paid  the  costs  that  I  had 
incurred  in  maintaining  my  right.  I  may  say  that  I 
was  subjected  to  several  insults  by  some  members  of 
the  trust  and  other  persons  who  perhaps  thought  with 
them,  and  I  became  very  careless  about  deaUng  with 
the  trustees  at  all  upon  that  ground. 

542 1 .  We  understand  that  there  was  some  difi^erenue 
of  opinion,  and  that  some  of  the  trustees  retired  in 
consequence  ? — Yes,  after  the  thing  was  finally  settled. 
Those  very  persons  and  others  were  the  ones  who 
differed  at  first  and  who  raised  all  the  objection  they 
could.  Had  it  not  been  for  them  there  is  not  the 
sUghtest  doubt  that  the  rent  would  have  been  less, 
and  that  things  would  have  gone  on  amicably.  But 
in  the  meantime  I  received  an  offer  from  n  private 
individual  of  100/.  a  year  for  the  site,  which  I  declined 
to  entertain  until  1  was  certain  what  the  trustees 
would  do  as  to  the  market,  because  ray  chief  object  was 
to  ensure  the  continuance  of  the  market  on  the  present 
site,  being  satisfied,  as  I  believe  everybody  is  who 
knows  Taunton  well,  that  it  is  about  the  best  site  that 
could  be  obtained.  I  had  heard  before  that  some 
members  of  the  trust  and  some  on  the  town  council 
were  determined  to  remove  ihe  markets  from  where 
they  now  stand,  and  my  primary  object  was  to  prevent 
ihat  ever  being  done. 

5422.  We  understand  that  the  trustees  have  the 
power  of  continuing  or  discontinuing  the  holding 
after  7  or  14  years  ? — ^That  is  so.  I  have  no  power 
until  the  expiration  of  21  years  from  the  date  of  the 
lease. 

5423.  They  may  be  off  the  bargain  if  they  please, 
and  you  may  not  ? — That  is  so* 

5424.  We  have  been  told  that  the  powers  of  the 
trustees,  as  at  present  exercised,  are  in  restriction  of 
trade  ;  do  you  admit  that  ? — Certainly  not. 

5425.  Certain  trades  are  regulated  by  the  Market 
Acts,  as  we  understand  ? — There  is  a  regulation  with 
regard  to  the  butchers'  shops,  and  also  with  regard  to 
the  fish  «hops,  but  they  have  an  excellent  butchers' 
market  almost  close  to  the  cattle  and  sheep  markets, 
and  there  is  a  fish  market  adjoining.  There  are  three 
butchers'  shops  licensed  within  the  limits  which  the 
first  Act  of  Parliament  prescribed;  that  is  to  say,  a 
thousand  yards  from  the  market ;  and  in  addition  to 
that  there  are  six  or  seven  other  butchers,  who  either 
reside  within  the  present  Parliamentary  borough  or 
perhaps  on  the  otfier  side  of  the  road. 

5426.  On  the  whole,  are  yon  of  opinion  that  the 
taking  over  of  the  market  by  the  Corporation  would 
be  any  improvement  to  the  trade  of  the  town? — I 
think  not,  and  I  speak,  too,  with  considerable  ex- 
perience of  both  bodies. 

5427.  I  suppose  tliu  Corporation  would  require  to 
employ  a  stntf  very  much  like  that  which  is  now 
employed  by  the  trustees  ?— There  is  no  one  at 
pi-esent  engaged  by  the  town  council  who  could 
attend  to  the  duties  of  the  market ;  they  would  have 
to  employ  some  per.^on  in  addition.  The  town  clerk 
might  probably  do  the  clerk's  duties  with  some  assist- 
ance, for  which,  no  doubt,  he  would  get  paid. 

5428.  1  presume  that  the  trustees  are  an  unpaid 
body  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

5429.  You  state  in  the  paper  which  you  have 
placed  before  us  that  if  the  bondholders  were  paid  off 
and  the  markets  were  transferred  to  the  Corporation 
the  present  income  would  be  materially  lessened ; 
will  you  explain  how  that  come  about  ? — if  you  have 
a  copy  of  the  Taunton  Market  Act  you  will  see  that 
clause  16  on  page  74  is  in  these  words : — "  Provided 
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••  always,  and  be  it  further  wiacted,  that  when  and  so      „  ^*'\. 
«  soon  as  all  the  debts  due  and  owing  by  the  said        '  ^rHford, 
**  trustees  and  the  principal  and  interest  of  aU  mort-     lo  May  1888. 

"  gages  made  and  granted  by  the  said  trustees  under * 

'*  the  authority  of  the  ^d  recited  Acts,  and  of  this 
•*  Act,  any  or  either  of  them  shall  have  been  paid  ofl^, 
"  nothing  in  the  said  recited  Acts,  or  either  of  them, 
'*  or  in  this  Act  contained,  shall  extend  to  prevent 
"  any  person  from  selling  any  com,  grain,  fish,  meat, 
"  poultry,  or  other  provisions,  or  any  article,  matter, 
"  or  thing  whatsoever,  within  his  or  her  private 
"  dwelling-house  or  shop  within  the  said  town,"  I 
''  inuun  that  that  clause  would  so  affect  the  income 
of  the  trust  that  it  would  be  very  materially  reduced, 
so  much  so  that  I  do  not  believe  that  they  would 
derive  sufficient  revenue  to  pay  the  rates  and  taxes  on 
the  premises  and  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  to  pay 
the  salaries  of  ofiicers  to  look  after  them. 

5430.  Have  you  any  means  of  comparing  the  prices 
at  Taunton  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  towns  or 
surrounding  districts? — I  know  that  many  persons 
from  other  towns,  such  as  Bristol  and  Bridgewater 
and  other  places,  frequently  buy  meat  at  Taunton  on 
Saturdays  and  take  it  home.  I  have  known  cattle 
dealers  and  butchers  many  times  to  take  meat  from 
Taunton  to  Bristol.  I  was  talking  to  a  public 
official  only  last  Friday,  who  lives  at  Bridgewater,  who 
told  me  that  he  always  came  to  Taunton  to  purchase 
his  meat  because  he  found  it  of  better  quality  and 
lower  in  price.  He  begged  me  not  to  mention  his 
name,  although  if  you  wish  to  have  it  and  will  not 
publish  it,  I  will  do  so. 

5431.  There  are  only  three  butcher'  shops  in 
Taunton  itself,  as  I  understand  ? — That  is  a  mistake 
altogether.  There  are  three  within  the  limit  of  a 
thousand  yards  of  the  market,  the  limit  prescribed 
by  the  first  Act. 

5432.  That  is  the  old  Parliamentary  borough  P — I 
think  so ;  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  the  boundary  of 
the  old  Parliamentary  borough.  A  thousand  yards 
from  the  market  was  always  understood  to  be  the  limit. 

5433.  There  are  other  butchers'  shops  beyond  that 
limit  ? — Yes,  there  are  six  or  seven,  one  or  two 
across  the  road  perhaps  within  fifty  yards  of  the 
boundary  of  the  borough.  In  fact  I  know  one  case 
where  the  boundary  of  the  borough  is  just  in  the 
middle  of  the  road,  and  a  butcher  has  a  shop  jusi;  on 
the  other  side. 

5434.  The  trustees,  1  suppose,  are  mostly  men  con- 
nected either  with  the  property  or  trade  of  the  town, 
or  with  farming  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — Chiefiy  so. 

5435.  We  understand  that  20  of  the  trustees  are 
from  the  country  round,  and  40  from  the  town  itself  ; 
you  do  not  think  that  the  presence  of  20  trustees  who 
are  unconnected  with  the  town  interests  is  disad- 
vantageous ?— They  are  not  unconnected  with  the 
town.  The  chief  part  of  them  have  property  in  the 
town,  or  adjoining,  and  they  frequent  the  markets 
and  do  all  the  business  they  can  do  in  the  borough. 
They  have  a  great  deal  more  interest  in  the  town 
than  20  of  the  town  trustees  have. 

5436.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  The  thre«3 
butchers  pay  85/.  a  year  each  for  their  licenses,  do 
they  not  ? — They  pay  35/.  each,  105/.  altogether. 

5437.  Is  it  true  that  other  applications  have  been 
made  to  the  trustees  for  licenses  for  butcher's  shops  ? 
— There  was  an  application  made  at  the  first  meeting 
in  January  last  by  a  member  of  the  town  council  who 
had  made  an  arrangement  as  I  have  since  heai*d  with 
the  holder  of  one  of  the  licenses  for  the  purchase  of 
his  business.  For  some  reason,  I  do  not  know  what, 
that  fell  through,  and  J  believe  it  fell  through  just 
the  day  before  the  meeting  of  the  trustees.  This 
person  sent  an  application,  but  the  trustees  did  not 
entertain  it,  because  the  premises  were  not  suitable 
in  any  shape  or  form,  and  the  other  had  not  declined 
to  take  the  license,  and  in  fact  the  license  was  taken 
and  paid  for  the  same  day. 

5438.  Have  there  been  any  other  applications  for 
licenses  tliat  have  been  refused  ? — There  was  a 
license  applied  for  some  years  ago  to  sell  pork ;  I 
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Mr,  believe  it  was  only   pork.     That  was  declined,  be- 

R,  Bruford,     caiwe   there   was  a  kind  of  understanding  with  the 

three  holders  of  the  licenses  that  no  others  but  those 

10  May  1888.    ^^^^y^  ^^  granted  durin^r  that  year. 

5439.  Then  it  was  refused  .in  order  to  keep  up  the 
monopoly  for  those  three  persons? — I  can  scarcely 
say  that,  becaaoe  here  is  the  market  with  something 
like  100  stall*  in  it  in  the  centre  of  the  town  which 
is  open  every  day  except  Sundays.  Last  Saturday 
there  were  65  butchers  there,  chiefly  from  the 
country. 

5440.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  the  trade  were 
tlirown  open  without  any  payment  being  required 
from  the  butchers  for  tbieir  licenses  there  would  be 
an  increase  of  butchers  in  Taunton  itself? — No 
doubt  if  there  was  iio  restriction  there  might  be  more 
within  the  1,000  yards,  but  there  would  not  be 
more  outside.  I'here  are  six  or  seven  butchers 
ouLside  living  witliin  the  borough  or  close  upon  it 
who  supply  meat. 

5441.  Then  to  that  extent  it  is  restrictive  of 
trade  ? — I  think  not. 

5442.  Surely  if  there  would  be  more  butchers  in 
the  absence  of  licenses  than  there  are  now,  the  pre- 
sent system  must  be  in  restriction  of  trade  ? — I  can 
scarcely  agree  with  that,  because  of  the  experience 
we  have  at  Bridgewater  and  Wellington,  where  they 
have  no  restriction  of  that  kind,  and  I  am  told  that 
there  are  in  Wellington  about  five  butchers,  and  in 
Bridgewater  about  nine.  At  Taunton  we  have  usually 
between  60  and  70 ;  there  were  65  there  last  Saturday. 

5443.  With  regard  to  prices,  have  you  not  heard 
of  persons  who  have  gone  shopping  in  Wellington 
and  Bridgewater  because  the  prices  of  meat  and  pro- 
visions were  so  high  in  Taunton  ? — Nothing  of  the 
kind ;  I  never  heard  of  it,  and  I  have  known  Taunton 
for  50  years,  and  Bridgewater  and  Wellington  as  well. 

5444.  We  have  had  that  statement  made  here; 
you  do  not  consider  that  that  is  correct  ? — I  do  not 
agree  with  that ;  I  do  not  believe  it. 

5445.  You  have  had  experience  in  the  local  govern- 
ment of  Taunton ;  do  you  or  do  you  not  think  that 
there  would  be  an  advantage,  generally  speaking,  in 
the  unity  of  governing  bodies  ? — I  do  not  look  upon 
the  trustees  as  a  governing  body.  They  simply 
manage  a  certain  amount  of  property,  the  same  as 
perhaps  bankers  would,  or  the  same  as  churchwardens 
would,  in  the  case  of  a  church.  They  do  not  interfere 
at  all  in  the  actual  management  or  government  of  the 
town  ;  thoy  simply  manage  this  property  of  which  they 
are  trustees. 

5446.  Do  you  not  think  that  mai*ket  management  is 
a  proper  subject  for  municipal  administration  ? — I  vrill 
not  say  that  it  is  an  improper  one  ;  but  from  what  I 
know  of  the  management  of  the  town  council,  having 
had  eight  or  nine  years'  experience  of  that  body, 
I  think  that  the  Taunton  market  is  better  managed 
under  trustees  than  it  would  be  under  the  town 
(council,  as  both  bodies  are  at  present  constituted. 

5447.  {Mr.  Little,)  What  is  the  amount  of  the  land 
tax  that  the  trustees  pay  in  addition  to  the  rent  for 
the  cattle  and  sheep  market  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  ex- 
actly ;  it  was  between  30«.  and  40«.  a  year. 

5448.  It  was  not  a  very  large  amount  ? — It  was  not. 
The  land  tax  was  redeemed  by  me  before  the  present 
lease  was  executed. 

5449.  I  think  you  said  that  if  the  debt  were  paid 
ofti  tiie  power  of  the  trustees,  or  of  the  Corporation 
as  representing  the  trustees,  to  take  money  for  licenses, 
would  cease  under  the  Act  ? — The  Act  of  Parliament 
seems  to  say  so. 

5450.  How  much  do  you  raise  by  these  licenses  ? — 
I  cannot  tell  you  ;  the  clerk  no  doubt  can  tell  that. 

5451.  We  have  it  in  the  return  that  the  amount 
paid  for  butchers'  licenses,  and  licenses  for  selling  corn 
and  fish  in  shops,  is  170/. ;  is  that  the  whole  ? — That 
would  be,  I  presume,  the  amount  for  the  licenses  ;  but 
I  maintain,  that  if  the  restriction  as  to  sale  in  the  shops 
were  taken  away,  our  butchers'  market  would  be  vir- 
tually destroyed.  Therefore  we  should  lose,  not  only 
what  wc  get  for  licenses,  but  the  whole  of  the  revenue, 


amounting  to  something  like  SOOl,  a  year,  which  is  paid 
by  butchers,  the  chief  part  of  whom  come  from  ^e 
country,  and  who  are  very  glad  to  pay  the  tdl  de- 
manded of  them. 

5452.  You  think  that  they  would  not  come  to  sell 
their  meat  in  Taunton  in  shops? — Several  of  them 
have  told  me  that  they  would  not  think  of  coming ; 
and  taking  the  example  of  Wellington  and  Bridgewater, 
where  they  have  markets  and  no  restrictions,  they  have 
plenty  of  shops  in  the  town,  quite  sufficient^  no  doubt, 
but  no  butchers'  market. 

5453.  If  they  sold  meat  in  the  shops  would  they 
not  be  the  same  benefit  in  the  town  as  if  they  eame 
to  the  market? — ^But  there  would  not  be  room  fen* 
60  or  70  butchers  there.  We  have  60  or  70  on 
Saturdays,  and  probably  10  or  12  on  Wednesdays. 

5454.  Who  pays  the  700/.  or  800/L  that  comes  from 
the  butchers  ? — ^The  principal  part  of  it  comes  from 
the  butchers  who  live  in  the  country.  * 

5455.  But  do  they  pay  it  in  the  long  run  ?-^No 
doubt.  It  answers  their  purpose  to  bring  in  the  stock. ' 
Some  of  them  perhaps  are  little  farmers  and  kill  their 
own,  and  they  get  a  stall  on  Saturday  for  4*.  They 
cannot  very  wdl  distribute  the  4 «.  over  half  a  bullock^ 
four  or  five  sheep,  and  a  pig  or  two. 

5456.  (Sir  James  Corry,)  On  the  whole  you  con- 
sider that  the  management  of  this  market  in  Taunton 
by  the  trustees  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  generally, 
I  presume  ? — ^I  do. 

5457.  And  if  it  was  handed  over  to  the  Corporation 
it  would,  in  your  opinion,  be  a  loss  to  the  public  ? — I 
believe  that  the  ratepayers  would  have  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  which  would  no  doubt  arise  unless  they 
do  what  they  have  never  told  me  they  proposed  to  do, 
that  is  to  say,  continue  the  present  powers  of  the 
trustees. 

5458.  Would  there  be  anything  to  hinder  their  con- 
tinuing the  present  powers  of  the  trustees  ? — I  suppose 
an  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  do  so,  because  this  clause  says, '-  So  soon  as  the  debt 
is  paid  off  ;"  it  does  not  say  by  whom  it  should  be 
paid  ofl^,  whether  by  the  Corporation  or  by  any  other 
body  or  person.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  clause 
would  come  into  operation  unless  there  was  some 
other  Act  to  continue  the  powers. 

5459.  What  interest  are  the  market  trustees 
receiving  ? — 4/.  per  cent. 

5460.  That  is  over  and  above  the  expenditure  for 
keeping  up  the  market  ? — A  little.  The  bondholders 
get  4/.  per  cent  for  their  money. 

5461.  {Mr,  Little.)  They  are  not  the  trustees? — 
No.  Some  time  ago  I  do  not  believe  that  a  single 
bond  was  held  by  a  trustee ;  but  about  a  year  ago  I 
took  the  initiative  in  getting  the  interest  reduced  from 
4  J  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent.  The  majority  assented  to  the 
r^uction,  and  the  trustees  had  some  400/.  of  balance 
to  their  credit ;  and  the  bondholders  all  consented,  I 
believe,  with  three  or  four  exceptions,  and  the  trustees 
paid  off  400/.  with  the  balance  they  had  in  their  hands. 
Three  holders  of  100/.  each  said  that  they  wanted 
their  money,  and  I  took  their  bonds  and  paid  for  them 
myself  at  the  reduced  rate  of  interest.  It  was  quite 
open  to  anybody  else  to  take  them  if  he  chose. 

5462.  (sir  James  Carry.)  Are  the  complaints 
against  the  market  trustees  at  Taunton  numerous  ? 
— Oh,  dear,  no,  except  from  a  few  persons  who,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  little  stir  that  they  kick  up  occa- 
sionally in  public  matters,  would  not  be  thought  very 
much  of. 

5468.  {Mr.  Picton,)  The  Commission  have  had  it 
stated  to  them  that  the  powers  of  the  trustees,  as  they 
are  exercised,  are  restrictive  of  trade  ;  you  controvert 
that,  I  understand  ? — I  certainly  disagree  with  it 
entirely,  and  I  believe  that  the  majority  of  tradesmen 
in  Taunton  would  do  the  same. 

6464.  Do  you  say  that  the  majority  of  the  ratepayers 
would  controvert  thatV — I  think  so. 

6465.  Is  not  the  Corporation  elected  by  the  rate- 
payers ? — Yes. 

5466.  And  the  Corporation  is  desirous  of  acquiring 
these  rights  ? — Some  members  of  the-Corporatio^. 
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5467.  Not  the  majority  ? — The  majority  may, 
becaase  they  get  a  namber  of  votes,  but  the  number 
of  votes  in  Taunton  do  not  always  represent  the  wealth 
or  the  intelligence  of  the  borough  as  a  body. 

5468.  You  will  admit,  at  least,  that  it  would  remove 
certain  restrictions  on  trade  within  the  thousand  yards 
Kmit  if  the  money  was  paid  off  ? — So  it  would,  whether 
it  was  paid  off  by  the  Corpoi-ation  or  by  whomsoever 
it  was  paid  off.  If  anyone  chose  to  make  a  present  of 
the  amonnt  that  would  remove  the  restriction  at  once. 

5469.  {Mr.  Harwood.)  What  do  you  do  for  these 
butchers  who  pay  you  35/.  a  year  ? — We  do  not  do 
anything  specially  for  them.  That  is  for  the  licenses 
to  carry  on  business  on  their  own  premises  iu  the 
borough. 

5470.  You  render  them  no  service,  but  you  simply 
take  35/.  a  year  out  of  the  profits  of  their  trade  and 
give  them  nothing  in  return  ?-^Nothing  beyond  the 
license. 

5471.  Are  you  afraid  that  if  they  had  not  to  pay  a 
tax,  for  which  you  render  no  service,  to  the  extent  of 
35^  a  year  they  would  become  dangerous  competitors 
with  the  market  ? — I  do  not  say  that  they  would,  but 
I  say  that  if  you  had  a  larger  number  there  you  would 
get  more  shops  about  the  borough,  and  the  market 
would  be  virtually  of  no  use. 

5472.  Do  you  not  think  that  people  would  go 
where  they  could  get  food  cheapest  of  the  same 
quality  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  would  go  very  far 
to  do  it. 

5473.  Do  you  not  believe  that  the  people  in  this 
town  would  do  like  people  in  other  towns,  viz.,  go 
where  the  same  kind  of  article  of  the  same  quality 
was  the  cheapest  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

5474.  Do  you  think  it  right  to  tax  a  butcher  to  the 
extent  of  35/.  a  year  simply  to  prevent  him  from 
being  a  dangerous  competitor  with  your  market; 
wouH  you  maintain  that  the  working  people  who  buy 
from  him  are  to  pay  to  the  tune  of  35/.  a  year  more 
than  the  legitimate  value  of  the  article  they  purchase 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  monopoly  which  you 
want  to  continue  in  the  shape  of  a  market  ? — ^I  do  not 
see  it  in  that  light.  These  same  butchers  have  stalls 
in  the  market  and  go  there  every  day  if  they  choose. 

5475.  You  said  that  the  market  would  have  no 
customers,  and  you  charge  these  butchers  85/.  each 
for  their  licenses ;  do  you  not  think  that  the  people 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  going  where  the  meat 
is  cheapest  of  the  same  quality? — I  do  not  believe 
that  the  meat  would  be  in  the  slighest  degree 
cheaper. 

5476.  That  is  not  the  question.  Do  you  not  believe 
that  the  people  in  this  town  would,  like  other  people, 
go  where  the  same  quality  of  meat  was  the  cheapest  ? 
—They  generally  go  to  the  nearest  place  if  they  can. 

G477.  Time  is  not  very  valuable  to  a  working  man 
on  the  Saturday  night  whpn  he  is  walking  about  with 
his  wife  with  bis  wages  in  his  pockets ;  50  yards  is 
not  of  much  consequence  to  him  then ;  do  you  not 
think  that  he  would  go  where  meat  is  cheapest?— If 
other  circumstances,  were  equal,  undoubtedly. 

5478.  You  are  deputy  mayor,  and  therefore  have 
of  course  been  mayor ;  having  been  elected  to  that 
position  by  the  popular  vote,  do  you  mean  to  tell  me 
that  you  would  maintain  a  market  whoee  only  justifica- 
tion for  its  existence  is  that  it  needs  a  monopoly  to 
prop  it  up,  and  which  is  only  upheld  by  taxing  the 
trade  of  other  people  as  you  tax  these  butchers  ? — I 
do  not  think  that  at  all.  I  think  that  if  the  butchers' 
licenses  of  35/.  a  year  each  were  discontinued  at  once 
it  would  not  make  a  farthing  of  difference  to  the  price 
of  meat  in  Taunton,  provided  that  you  could  still 
maintain  the  market. 

5479.  Supposing  that  there  are  two  shops  selling 
precisely  the  same  article  at  the  same  rental,  and  that 
one  man  has  to  pay  35/.  a  year  for  something  altogether 
outside  bis  business,  in  order  to  make  up  that  35/.  a 
year  he  must  charge  so  much  more  for  his  goods,  do 
you  mean  to  tell  me  that  people  would  go  to  a  par- 
ticular place  aimply  because  it  was  20  or  30  or  40 
yair()s  nearer,  although  at  that  place  the  price  was 


higher  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  would  go  there 
altogether  for  that  reason,  unless  they  could  get  some 
special  benefit  by  it ;  but  I  say  that  30/.  or  40/.  a  year 
on  the  trade  that  these  butchers  do  would  not  be  worth 
their  notice  at  all ;  the  sum  is  so  infinitesimal  in  pro- 
portion to  the  money  they  turn  over,  that  it  is  beyond 
calculation  to  know  what  effect  it  could  have  upon  the 
price  of  the  meat. 

5480.  Then  you  deliberately  say  that  that  tax  of 
35/.  a  year  for  which  you  render  no  service  or  do  any- 
thing in  the  world,  does  not  cause  the  man  who  pays 
that  tax  to  charge  more  for  the  articles  which  he  sells  ? 
— I  think  that  those  men  would  charge  just  the  same 
for  the  meat,  provided  that  you  had  the  market  hcic. 
I  believe  the  thini,':  which  keeps  the  price  of  meat 
down  is  getting  a  large  number  of  butchers  into  the 
market ;  and  those  people  would  not  attend  the  market 
if  butchers'  shops  were  allowed  all  over  the  town.  We 
get  60  or  70  butchers  in  the  market  on  Saturday ;  that 
is  a  thing  that  keeps  down  the  price  of  meat,  not  the 
question  of  reducing  35/.  a  year  off  the  largo  returns 
that  these  licensed  butchers  make.  That  would  be 
nothing. 

5481.  {Mr.  JEUon.)  We  might  put  it  to  a  practical 
test.  I  understood  that  there  are  some  butchers 
inside  who  pay  35/.,  and  there  are  some  in  the  same 
neighbourhood  who  do  not ;  do  you  find  any  variation 
in  price  between  the  two  shops  ? — Not  a  bit. 

5482.  1  understand  that  the  35/.  you  put  as  being 
paid,  not  only  in  respect  of  these  butcher's  shops,  but 
as  part  of  the  price  of  keeping  the  market  itself  in 
Taunton  ? — There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

5483.  And  the  market  you  say  is  a  well-attended 
one,  and  the  prices  are  cheap  ? — The  market  is  well 
attended  and  the  prices  are  cheap,  lower  than  you  can 
find,  I  think,  in  any  town  in  the  West  of  England 
for  goods  of  a  similar  quality. 

5484.  Are  there  some  butchers  of  the  class  which 
you  describe  and  people  who  hold  land  also  who  live 
between  Taunton  and  Wellington? — Yes,  there  are 
some. 

5485.  There  is  a  place  called  Bradford,  I  think 
near  ? — Yes. 

5486.  Supposing  any  of  those  people  lived  between 
Taunton  and  Wellmgton,  do  you  find  that  they  go  to 
the  Wellington  or  to  the  Taunton  market  ?  —  I 
know  two  or  three  living  in  that  neighbourhood  who 
come  to  Taunton.  Whether  they  go  to  Wellington 
or  not  I  cannot  say,  I  know  that  there  are  ^\e 
butchers  in  Wellington,  and  I  know  two  at  Bradford. 

5487.  They  may  be  at  both  ? — Yes,  they  may  be ; 
but  there  cannot  be  very  many  that  go  to  Wellington, 
because  there  are  only  about  &ye  butchers  there. 

5488.  With  regard  to  the  market  powers  and  the 
local  government  powers  which  you  were  asked  about, 
I  understand  that  though  the  early  Acts  gave  the 
market  trustees  considerable  local  government  powers, 
you  acquiesce  in  the  position  that  they  are  only 
to  keep  the  market  powers  which  they  now  possess, 
and  that  you  do  not  want  to  go  back  to  lighting  the 
town  and  that  sort  of  thing? — We  contribute  100 
guineas  towards  the  lighting  and  the  scavenging  of 
the  town.  That  was  a  compromise  made  many  years 
ago  by,  I  think,  the  Local  Board  of  Health  and  the 
market  trustees. 

5489.  You  approve  of  the  present  arrangement  by 
which  the  market  trustees  confine  themselves  to  the 
market  duties  ? — Certainly,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
back  to  interfere  with  the  to.wn  council  in  any  way. 

5490.  When  you  let  the  site  of  the  cattle  market 
you  told  us  that  some  questions  arose ;  was  one  of  the 
questions  whether  the  market  trustees  had  power  to 
take  on  lease  instead  of  purchasing  a  freehold  market  ? 
— That  question  was  raised. 

5491.  But  there  was  no  doubt  eventually  that  they 
had  only  to  find  market  acoommodation,  whether  lease- 
hold or  freehold? — The  irustees  acted  under  legal 
advice.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  I 
was  not  mixed  up  with  it  very  much;  I  did  not 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  trust  during  the  whole 

of  those  negotiations.    It  was  all  done  nnd^  legal     j 
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advice ;  they  took  the  opinion  of  connsel  and  of  several 
lawyers. 

5492.  Was  that  the  matter  upon  which  complaint 
waf.  made  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  ? — It  was. 

6493.  And  I  suppose  they  advised  and  decided  ? — 
They  did.  I  recollect  part  of  their  answer ;  that  they 
saw  no  reason  to  object  to  the  trustees  taking  the 
property  at  the  rent  and  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  taken. 

5494.  The  dispute  about  the  path  was  a  very  simple 
affair;  I  gathered  firom  you  that  it  was  your  land 
over  which  there  was  a  private  right  of  way  into  the 
old  castle  ? — ^That  was  so. 

5495.  And  that  turned  out  to  be  the  state  of  facts? 
—Yes. 

5496.  Have  the  market  trustees  ever  been  advised 
that  they  could  legally  convey  to  the  Corporation, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  are  charity  trustees  ? 
— I  do  not  think  that  they  have  ever  been  advised 
that  they  can  do  so.  They  have  only  gone  so  fiir 
hitherto  as  to  ask  for  a  scheme. 

5497.  Have  you  been  informed  that  the  Corpora- 
tion have  been  advised  that  they  could  take  over  a 
charity  trust ;  that  is  the  point  which  arose  in  my 
mind  on  the  last  occasion  ? — I  have  not.  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  markets  committee  of  the  town  council. 

5498.  It  occurred  to  me  that  there  might  be  a  diffi- 
culty about  mixing  up  the  market  improvement  with 
the  charity.  If  the  market  rights  were  given  to  the 
Corporation  there  would  have  to  be  some  legal  means 
found,  I  presume,  for  separating  the  charity  trudt 
from  the  market  trust  ? — ^That  is  the  opinion  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  trust  and  of  others  that  I  have 
had  conversations  with. 

5499.  It  would  be  unusual,  I  gather,  for  a  town 
corporation  to  be  charity  trustees.  The  negotiations 
between  the  trustees  and  the  Corporation  have  been 
on  the  footing  of  a  proposed  transfer,  I  understand, 
and  not  on  the  footing  that  the  property  is  already 
vested  in  the  Corporation  ? — Certainly  not 

5500.  (Chairman,)  Is  it  a  fact  that  persons  living 
outside  the  town  have  been  prosecuted  for  sending 


meat  or  vegetables  into  the  town  and  selling  them 
there? — If  you  refer  to  Mr.  Goldsmith's  evidence,  I 
think  some  of  that  is  ceitainly  very  far-fetched,  and  m 
great  deal  of  it  is  beyond  my  knowledge. 

5501.  But  you  have  not  answered  the  question  as  I 
put  it? — I  believe  that  persons  have  been  fined  for 
various  oftenccs,  but  what  they  are  I  do  not  know ;  I 
do  not  remember  any  case  such  as  you  mention. 

5502.  You  spoke  of  the  bondhoWera  and  the  debt 
upon  the  market,  for  which  the  trustees  are  now 
paying  4  per  cent.;  is  there  any  sinking  fund? — 
When  the  trustees  have  a  surplus  they  pay  off  any 
number  of  bonds  that  they  may  be  able  to  pay  off. 
They  send  to  the  bondholders  to  say  that  they  will 
pay  off  so  many  bonds,  and  they  ask  whether  anyone 
is  willing  to  take  anything  less  than  par  ;  if  no  one 
will  take  less  than  par  they  will  ballot,  and  pay  off 
such  numbers  as  are  drawn. 

5503.  But  that  depends  upon  the  accident  of  having 
a  surplus  ? — Yes. 

5504.  There  is  no  pi*ovision  made  for  extinguishing 
the  debt  at  a  certain  time  ? — There  is  no  provision 
made  beyond  that.  The  debt  at  one  time  was  some- 
thing like  24,000/. ;  it  was  reduced  for  a  good  many 
years  at  the  rate  of  something  like  100/.  a  year,  until 
the  town  council  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
compelled  the  trustees  to  alter  the  floor  of  the  market. 
That  led  to  considerable  expense,  and  stopped  the 
payment  off  of  any  bonds  until  last  Christmas,  when 
400/.  was  paid  off. 

5505.  You  say  that  it  was  reduced  at  the  rate'of 
100/.  a  year  ? — About  that ;  I  do  not  say  that  was  the 
exact  amount,  sometimes  perhaps  an  exceptional  ontky 
may  have  occurred,  and  nothing  was  paid  off. 

5506.  At  that  i-ate  it  would  take  240  years  to  pay  it 
off  ? — As  the  debt  got  smaller  the  interest  would  be 
less.  The  amount  paid  off  last  year,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  interest  from  4J  per  cent,  to  4  per  cent, 
makes  a  difference  of  105/.  per  annum  in  the  interest. 

5507.  (Mr.  Charrington)  What  is  the  amount  of 
the  debt  still  outstanding  ? — 17,500/. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
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5508.  ( Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  have 
been  for  the  last  12  years  and  that  you  are  now 
clerk  to  the  Taunton  Market  Trustees  ? — That  is  j?o. 

5509.  Will  you  describe  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  trust  is  arranged  ?  —  There  ai-e 
60  trustees,  40  of  whom  are  townsmen,  and  20  are 
gentlemen  living  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
within  a  distance  of  seven  miles. 

5510.  Vacancies  are  filled  up  by  the  trustees  as  a 
body,  are  they  not  ? — They  are,  as  they  occur. 

5511.  Are  the  appointments  for  life,  or  if  not,  for 
how  long  ? — They  are  for  life,  but  the  appointment  is 
determined  if  a  trustee  does  not  attend  a  meeting  for 
two  years. 

5512.  Are  the  meetings  held  in  public? — Yes  ; 
and  the  proceedings  are  invariably  reported. 

5513.  We  have  heard  something  about  the  debt  of 
the  trustees ;  the  borrowing  powers,  we  are  told,  are 
limited  to  24,000/.?  —  Yes.  The  debt  amounto  to 
17,500/.  now. 

5514.  Is  there  a  regular  reduction  going  on  every 
year  ? — 400/.  was  paid  off  at  Christmas  last  year,  and 
the  interest  was  reduced  from  4^  per  cent,  to  4  per 
cent.  Consequently  at  the  end  of  this  year  I  have 
no  doubt  that  we  shall  be  able  to  pay  off  300/.  more, 
because  we  have  saved  105/.  by  the  reduction  of  the 
debt  and  the  reduction  of  the  interest. 

5515.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  these 
butchers'  licrnses  ;  the  sum  charged  for  them  is  35/. 
in  each  case,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

55 U).  How  many  are  granted  ? — There  are  three 
at  present. 

5517.  Is  there  any  rule  as  to  that  number  not 
being  exceeded? — No;  the  trustees  would  coiLsider 
any  application  made,  as  they  did  in  a  case  recently 


before  them,  a  Mr.  Yantrump  applied  for  a  butcher's 
license  for  premises  lately  occupied  by  the  town 
council ;  but  the  trustees  considered  that  the  premises 
were  not  at  all  fit  for  such  a  purpose,  inasmuch  as 
there  was  no  back  entrance  and  no  yard. 

5518.  Was  that  the  only  reason  ? — It  was  within 
150  yards  of  another  butcher. 

5519.  To  what  extent  then  does  this  payment  of 
35/.  give  a  monopoly  to  those  three  butchers  ? —  I 
think  they  have  not  a  monopoly,  because  they  have  to 
pay  the  tolls  in  the  butchery  as  well,  and  to  attend 
the  market  on  Saturdays  and  Wednesdays. 

5520.  You  say  that  they  have  to  attend  the 
market  ;  do  you  mean  that  they  are  under  any 
obligation  to  do  so? — ^Yes,  that  is  part  of  the 
contract. 

5721.  But  we  have  heard  that  a  considerable 
number  of  butchers  living  outside  attend  the  market  ? 
— Yes ;  there  is  an  average  number  of  70  country 
butchers  attending  the  market  on  Saturdays,  and  12  on 
Wednesdays. 

5522.  Therefore,  the  effect  of  the  monoply  is  not  to 
prevent  those  butchers  supplying  the  town,  and 
attending  the  market,  but  only  to  prevent  their 
having  establishments  within  a  convenient  distance  of 
the  market  ? — That  is  all. 

5523.  For  what  other  trades  are  licenses  required  ? 
— For  fish,  vegetables,  and  corn. 

5524.  What  sums  are  exacted  in  each  case  ? — 
Three  guineas  for  corn  dealers,  10/.  for  a  fish  license 
(there  are  three  of  those),  and  the  others  vary  from 
2s.  to  1/.  according  to  a  fixed  scale.  . 

5525.  We  have  heard  something  of  a  man  being 
fined  5/.  for  selling  corn  by  sample  in  a  shop  ;  can 
you  give  us  any  information  as  to    that  ? — I  know^ 
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nothing  as  to  that,  and  I  can  find  no  trace  of  it  in  the 
records. 

5526.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  market, 
both  for  fish  and  meat  and  com,  pves  ample 
accommodation  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  certainly. 

5527.  Is  it  largely  supplied  from  the  surrounding 
country  ? — Yes,  very  largely ;  principally. 

5528.  Have  you  any  means  of  comparing  the  prices 
at  Taunton  with  those  outride  ? — I  went  to  Wellington 
on  Thursday,  and  I  found  from  information  that  the 
prices  of  meat  were  rather  in  advance  of  ours.  One 
man  whom  I  know,  a  solicitor  living  dose  to  Welling- 
ton, comes  to  Taunton  every  Saturday,  and  takes 
home,  so  far  as  he  can,  enough  for  the  requirements 
of  the  week  ;  and  I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  too  that 
large  quantities  of  meat  are  purchased  in  Taunton 
market^  and  taken  to  Bridgwater  and  Bristol  on 
Saturdays. 

5529.  For  how  long  has  this  method  of  appointing 
trustees  been  in  existence? — From  the  date  of  the 
first  Act. 

5530.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  com- 
petent people  to  act  as  trustees  ? — None  whatever. 
A  complaint  was  made  by  Mr.  Edward  Jeboult,  and 
it  was  answered  after  a  time.  They  requested  us  to 
get  a  surveyor's  report  of  the  value  of  the  cattle  and 
sheep  markets,  and  I  produce  that.  He  gives  the 
annual  value  at  116/.  There  was  a  long  corres- 
pondence with  the  Charity  Commisioners,  and  in 
June  1884  they  wrote  in  effect  that  they  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  by  the 
trustees. 

5531.  {Mr.  Harwood,)  You  say  that  you  never 
knew  of  anybody  being  fined  5/.  for  selling  corn  from 
samples ;  I  suppose  that  you  have  no  regulations  to 
prevent  people  from  selling  com  in  the  town  from 
samples ;  if  a  person  comes  in  at  any  time,  say  next 
week,  and  brings  samples,  he  is  perfectly  ft^e  to  sell 
his  com  ? — Perhaps  under  the  strict  interpretation  of 
the  Act,  he  would  not  be  free  to  do  so,  but  the 
trustees  have  never  enforced  a  fine.  I  have  gone 
back  a  good  many  years  ago,  and  I  cannot  find  any 
trace  of  that  5/.  fine  which  I  think  Mr.  Goldsmith 
mentioned. 

5532.  Do  you  say  that  persons  are  free  then  to  sell 
com  by  sample  ? — The  trustees  have  never  taken  any 
action  in  that  matter. 

5533.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  It  is  alleged 
that  somebody  has  been  fined  for  selling  corn  by 
sample,  and  your  answer  would  lead  one  to  suppose 
that  there  would  be  no  interference  or  interruption  by 
you  ? — I  do  not  think  that  the  trustees  would  take  any 
action,  in  such  a  case. 

5534.  But  have  they  any  power  to  do  so  if  they 
wished  ? — I  suppose  that  if  they  carried  out  the  Act 
of  Parliament  strictly,  they  would  have  the  power. 

5535.  It  has  been  said  that  the  reason  why  you 
insist  upon  charging  35/.  for  a  butcher's  licence,  is 
because  the  market  might  be  injured  ;  is  the  price  of 
meat  cheaper  than  it  would  be  if  the  market  were 
closed  ? — ^That  is,  I  consider  the  general  impression. 

5536.  Then  if  the  meat  is  the  cheapest  in  the 
market,  why  do  you  compel  those  butchers  who  pay 
you  35/.  for  the  privilege  of  selling  in  their  shops  to 
come  into  the  market  on  two  days  a  week  ? — Because 
we  consider  that  the  market  would  be  injured,  unless 
such  steps  were  enforced. 

5537.  But  if  there  arc  two  shops  in  juxtaposition, 
would  you  not  suppose  that  one  .*'hopkeeper  would  be 
injured,  if  he  charged  more  for  his  moat  than  the  other 
did? — I  am  hardly  prepared  to  answer  that  question. 

5538.  Would  not  the  men  who  sold  it  cheiipest  be  in 
the  best  position  ? — I  suppose  that  would  be, 
naturally. 

5539.  He  would  not  be  jeopardised  iu  any  way  by 
the  other  man  charging  more  ? — No. 

5540.  {Mr,  Picton.)  The  trustees  are,  in  efiTect  a 
close  Corporation,  are  they  not  ? — Yes. 

5541.  They  are  self-elected  ? — They  are. 

5542.  How  often  does  the  whole  body  of  trustees 
meet  ? — Th(»  whole  body  of  GO  would  very  rarely 


meet  except  on  great  occasions.  But  there  is  a  very 
fail-  attendance  of  20  or  25,  or  something  of  that 
sort. 

5543.  Is  a  general  meeting  of  the  entire  body 
summoned  at  certain  intervals  ? — Certainly,  on  the 
first  Friday  in  every  month ;  and  the  Committee  of 
15  who  really  are  the' active  men  report. 

5544.  How  often  does  the  C/Ommittee  meet? — 
Twice  a  month  regularly,  but  of tener  if  necessary. 

5545.  Is  the  management  of  the  details  of  the 
business  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee? — 
Yes,  certainly. 

5546.  And  the  general  body  does  not  interfere  with 
the  details  of  management? — That  would  depend 
entirely  on  circumstances.  If  the  Committee  draws 
a  report  which  is  presented  at  the  general  meeting,  it 
would  be  for  the  general  meeting  to  decide  whether 
they  would  approve  the  report  or  not 

5547.  Is  the  i*eport  never  carried  out  until  it  is 
brought  before  the  general  body  ? — Never. 

5548.  How  long  are  the  Committee  appointed  for  ? 
— For  three  years,  but  five  retire  annually. 

5549.  Are  the  five  who  retire  eligible  for  re- 
appointment ? — ^They  are  not  for  one  year. 

5550.  That  secures  a  circulation  of  service  through- 
out the  whole  body  ? — Yes. 

5551.  As  to  this,  Mr.  Vantrump,  whose  application 
for  a  license  was  refused,  one  of  the  reasons  that  you 
gave,  was  that  there  was  an  old  established  butcher's 
shop  within  150  yards;  then  the  interest  of  this 
butcher  was  taken  into  consideration,  was  it  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  was  taken  into  consideration,  so  much 
as  the  fact  that  the  tmstees  did  not  consider  another 
butcher's  shop  there  desirable,  particularly  because 
the  premises  were  not  adapted  for  it. 

5552.  Still  you  have  alleged  as  a  reason  that 
another  butcher's  shop  was  already  established  within 
150  yards;  that  is  an  additional  reason  to  the  want 
of  accommodation  ?^-'Yes,  that  is  a  very  old  establish- 
ment. 

5553.  Then  it  would  have  injured  that  existing 
butcher's  shop,  would  it?— It  might  have  done  so; 
I  cannot  say. 

5554.  Was  there  a  Mr.  Trood  who  paid  a  license  of 
10/.  as  a  greengrocer  ? — Yes. 

5555.  Has  that  license  been  reduced  ? — It  has  been 
reduced  to  I/. 

5556.  Was  there  a  Mr.  Folland  who  formerly  paid 
4/.  a  year? — That  is  reduced  to  either  1/.  or  lOs. 

5557.  Why  were  those  licenses  reduced  ? — Mr. 
Trood  had  established  pretty  nearly  a  market  just 
over  the  bridge,  and  exposed  very  large  quantities 
or  potatoes  for  sale. 

5558.  But  why  were  the  licenses  reduced  ? — 
Because  a  reduction  took  place  in  the  trade. 

5559.  How  did  the  reduction  in  the  trade  take 
place  ? — Mr.  Trood  gave  up  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  the  importation  of  potatoes. 

5560.  Were  there  other  competing  greengrocers 
who  established  businesses  ? — There  are  smaller  ones 
that  have  crept  up. 

5561.  There  were  a  larger  number  of  greengrocers 
in  fact,  when  Mr.  Trood  and  Mr.  Folland  hs^  been 
established  some  time  ? — There  are  a  larger  number 
now. 

5562.  Was  that  taken  into  consideration  in  reducing 
the  license? — Yes,  because  they  both  appealed  and 
stated  their  case  to  the  trustees,  and  their  complaint 
was  token  into  consideration. 

5.563.  Then  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  unfair  upon 
them  that  they  should  have  to  pay  a  high  license 
when  there  was  so  much  competition  in  the  tra*le, 
that  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  10/.  a  year  would  be 
felt  to  be  burdensome  on  their  business  r — Yes. 

5564.  Would  the  same  principle  apply  to  butchers 
who  have  to  pay  35/.  a  year  for  a  license  to  carry  on 
their  trade  ;  is  not  that  a  burden  upon  their  business  ? 
— They  complain  of  it. 

5j65.  (Sir  James  Corry,)  Is  there  any  competition 
anrnigst  the  butchers  when  any  of  the  licenses  drop 
in    lo  obtain  their  premises  ? — ^Yes.     There  was  an 


Mr,  T,  J. 
SkepkertL 

10  May  1888. 


Digitizeo  u 


^QLOOgle 


246 


ROYAL    COMMISSION    ON   MAiiKET  BIGHTS   AND   TOLLS: 


Mr.  T,  J, 

Shepherd, 

10  May  1S88. 


instance  the  other  day ;  Mr.  Vanirump  made  an  offer 
for  HardwilPfi  business,  and  it  fell  through ;  otherwise 
he  would  have  been  very  glad  to  pay  35/.  for  a 
license. 

5666.  Then,  although  you  charge  36/.  for  the 
license,  that  does  not  prevent  butchers  coming  forward 
and  wishing  to  get  a  license  if  there  is  a  vacancy  ? — 
No,  certainly  not.  I  may  say  that  the  butchers*  shops 
are  arranged  by  the  trustees  in  this  way :  one  at  the 
north  of  the  town  towards  the  railway  station,  one  at 
the  east  and  one  at  the  west. 

5567.  They  fix  the  sites  ? — Application  was  macle 
some  yeai^s  ago  for  these  sites,  and  the  trustees  have 
granted  them. 

6568.  Can  you  increase  the  number  of  licenses  P — 
There  is  no  power  to  prevent  it. 

6569.  Has  it  ever  been  considered  whether  the 
number  should  be  increased  or  not  ? — Only  in  the  case 
of  the  old  premises  that  I  have  spoken  of. 

6570.  Then  you  have  had  no  applications  for  any 
of  the  outside  butchers  to  get  a  license  ? — None  have 
been  made. 

5671.  {Mr.  Little.)  To  go  back  to  this  question  oi 
the  toll  taken  upon  corn  sold  by  sample ;  you  have 
referred  in  your  printed  statement  to  question  4,570 
where  it  is  stated  generally,  but  you  have  not  referred 
to  question  4,545  where  the  circumstances  are  stated 
If  you  will  look  at  that  answer,  you  will  see  that 
Mr.  Goldsmith  stated  that  "In  1864  the  trustees 
**  collected  the  tolls  (by  tlieir  servants),  and  two 
**  farmers,  one  from  Brat  ton  Olovelly,  Devon,  and 
"  one  from  Glastonbury,  were  fined  5/.  each,  the 
"  former  for  sending  to  a  licensed  corndeaJer  at  his 
*<  shop,  corn  for  sale,  and  the  latter  for  ofiering  for 
"  sale  steers  in  one  of  the  streets,  both  of  whom  were 
"  entirely  ignorant  that  they  were  offending,  5/.  was 
"  the  lowest  penalty  the  justices  could  then  inflict  by 
"  the  Market  House  Acts  (hence  the  summonses 
'*  issued  by  the  lessees  being  settled,  and  no  doubt 
"  they  made  the  victims,  pay).*'     Do  you  know  any- 


thing of  that  ? — ^I  do  not.  I  have  searched  the  book 
for  1864,  and  1  can  find  no  trace  of  it  at  all. 

5572.  The  trustees  have  power  to  prohibi-  hawking 
in  the  town,  have  they  not  ? — ^Yes. 

6573.  And  that  power  they  exercise  ? — I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  they  encourage  hawking,  but  the 
small  people  buy  fish  of  the  fishmongers,  and  carry  it 
about  in  some  of  the  back  streets. 

5674.  Then  hawking  is  not  absolutely  prohibited  ? 
— ^I  can  hardly  say  that.  I  find  that  Mr.  Qoldsioith 
states  tliat  the  trustees  receive  the  toll.  The  trustees 
do  not  take  t<^  Arom  hawkers,  and  they  cr.nnot  l^ally 
do  so: 

5575.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  You  have  three 
fishmongers  in  Taunton,  have  you  ? — Yes. 

6676.  And  liiey  pay  10/.  each  for  their  licenses  ? — 
Yes. 

5577.  Have  you  had  applications  from  other 
persons  for  licenses  for  selling  fish  ?— No,  an  applica- 
tion was  made  in  this  way  a  few  weeks  since  by  a 
stranger  to  the  town.  He  wanted  to  know  whether 
he  could  have  a  license,  and  the  trustees  said  that 
when  he  had  taken  available  premises  they  would  con- 
sider, and  in  all  probability  they  would  grant  him 
one ;  but  it  was  very  vague,  and  the  trustees  con- 
sidered that  there  was  a  great  nuisance  attached  to  a 
fish  shop,  because  the  back  premises  are  always  in  a 
very  dirty  state,  and  unless  the  premises  were  suitable 
they  would  refuse  a  license,  though  I  apprehend  that 
if  any  person  came  forward  with  suitable  premises 
they  would  grant  him  a  license. 

5678.  Is  that  the  only  case  that  you  can  remember 
of  an  application  for  a  license  to  sell  fish  ? — Yes,  that 
is  the  only  one. 

5579.  (Mr.  Picton.)  When  you  say  that  you 
searched  the  record  for  this  fine  of  5/.,  you  mean  the 
records  of  the  trustees,  I  presume  ? — Yes. 

5580.  Have  you  searched  the  records  of  the  court 
where  the  persons  were  alleged  to  have  been  fined  ? — 
No,  I  have  not. 


The  witness  vnthdrew. 


Mr. 
J.  Taunton, 


Mr.  John  Taunton  examined. ' 


5581.  (Chairman.)  You  have  been  solicitor  to  the 
market  trustees  of  Taunton,  we  understand,  for  a  good 
many  years  ? — Yes,  for  about  25  years,  with  a  break 
of  two  or  three  years  in  about  1878  or  1879. 

5582.  Naturally  you  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  which  refer  to  the  trust  ? — 
Quite  so. 

5583.  We  understand  that  you  have  been  under 
the  necessity  of  occasionally  prosecuting  persons  for 
selling  without  a  license  ? — It  is  so ;  we  had  to  prose- 
cute Messrs.  Hardwill  in  particular  many  years 
since ;  20  years  ago  I  should  think. 

5584.  There  was  also  a  case,  was  there  not,  of  a 
greengrocer  named  FoUand  ? — Yes,  that  went  before 
the  Court  about  12  months  ago. 

5585.  In  both  those  cases  the  law  was  on  the  side 
of  the  trustees,  was  it  not  ? — It  was. 

5586.  To  what  branches  of  trade  does  this  monopoly 
extend  ? — People  are  restricted  from  selling  market- 
able commodities  without  a  license. 

5587.  From  selling  any  commodities  which  might 
be  sold  in  the  market  ?— Any  commodity  which  is 
sold  in  the  market  is  a  thing  that  they  should  not  sell 
without  a  license. 

5688.  To  what  distance  from  the  market  does  that 
apply? — To  the  whole  Parliamentary  borough  as  it 
existed  in  1840.  It  has  been  enlarged  since  for  other 
purposes,  but  our  Act  has  remained  the  same. 

5589.  There  is  an  inner  circle  within  which  trade 
is  confined  to  persons  having  licenses,  and  outside  that 
everythmg  is  free  ? — ^Yes,  and  accordingly  there  are 
three  licensed  butchers  in  the  town,  and  I  think  four 
or  five  just  outside  the  restricted  boundary. 

5590.  Then,  as  we  imderstand,  the  effect  of  the 
restriction  is  not  to  preyent  l)utcher8  from  establishing 
themnelves  in  the  town,  but  only  to  keep  them  off*  at  a 


certain  distance  from  the  market  ? — It  is  considered 
undesirable  for  the  town  and  the  interests  of  the 
market  that  the  restrictions  should  not  be  put  in  force 
by  the  granting  of  licenses,  particularly  having  regard 
to  our  knowledge  of  Wellington  and  Bridgwater.  I 
went  to  Bridgwater  on  Monday  last,  and  there  the 
appearance  of  the  town  is  sadly  marred  by,  I  think, 
20  or  21  butchers*  shops  of  all  sorts,  sizes,  and 
descriptions,  spoiling  the  appearance  of  the  town,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  and  injuring  health  a  little. 

5591.  Then  do  you  put  the  expediency  of  the 
restrictions  on  sesthe.tic  and  sanitary  ground  ? — ^Partly  ; 
that  is  to  say,  I  think  it  desirable  tbat,  as  at  Taunton, 
we  do,  the  majority  of  the  butchers  should  be  bountl 
to  come  into  the  market  instead  of  having  so  mary 
butchers'  shops  in  each  street.  Bridgwater  is  a 
smaller  place  than  Taunton,  and  there  are  21  butchers 
in  the  place.  The  result  is  that  there  are  only  six  or 
seven  butchers  coming  from  the  neighbourhood  into 
the  Bridgwater  market-house  on  market  days.  At 
Taunton,  because  the  restrictions  prevent  more  than 
three  butchers  competing  in  the  town,  we  get  from 
60  to  70  in  the  market  every  week. 

6592.  But  1  presume  that  in  the  other  town  which 
you  have  mentioned  business  is  done  outside  the 
market,  because  that  is  found  more  for  the  convenience 
of  the  customers  ? — So  far  as  convenience  goes  the 
butchers  are  licensed  with  reference  to  the  convenience 
of  the  people.  One  has  a  butcher's  shop  in  the  north, 
one  in  the  south,  and  another  in  the  east,  we  will  say. 
5593.  But  we  presume  that  there  would  be  more  it 
the  restrictions  were  taken  off"? — At  present  I  should 
bdy  that  besides  those  three  shops  which  are  licensed 
for  every  day  in  the  week,  the  butchers  outside  the 
restricted  circle  come  in  daily,  seyen  or  eight  in  number, 
and  rent  stalls;  so  that  10  or  12  butdiers  come  in 
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on  Wednesdays  and  rent  stalls.  On  otber  weekday! 
(not  Saturdays^  two  outside  butchers  occupy  stalls ; 
and  on  Satuitlays  60  or  70  butchers  are  in  the  Market 
House. 

6694.  I  want  to  get  at  the  grounds  of  your  objection 
to  an  unlimited  number  of  butchers  within  a  certain 
distance  of  the  market  ? — My  opinion  would  be  that 
it  is  desirable  for  the  sake  of  the  town  and  its  appear- 
ance and  healthiness,  appearance  particularly,  that  the 
butchers  as  a  rule  should  be  bound  to  go  into  the 
market-house.  At  Taunton  there  is  a  singularly 
spacious  and  excellent  house,  such  a  one  as  there 
scarcely  is  in  the  west,  ample  for  the  purpose,  with 
every  accommodation. 

5595.  But  the  people  do  not  find  it  for  their  con- 
enience  to  use  the  market,  and  they  prefer  to  deal 
outside? — No,  they  buy  either  at  the  shops  on 
ordinary  weekdays  or  they  go  to  the  market  on  market 
days.  I  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  go  to 
the  market  because  they  are  sure  to  have  the  cheapest 
meat  there. 

5596«  Are  you  not  assuming  rather  that  the 
customers  exist  for  the  sake  of  the  market,  and  not 
the  market  for  the  sake  of  the  customers  ? — We  find 
the  meat  cheap;  I  can  speak  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, because  at  Taunton,  through  their  being  only 
three  butchers  in  the  town,  it  is  worth  the  while  of 
60  very  well-to-do  farmers  and  butchers  to  come  in, 
all  of  them  on  Saturday,  and  10  or  12  outside  butchers 
occupy  stalls  in  the  market  on  Wednesdays,  and  not 
on  other  days  except  Saturdays.  The  result  is  that 
the  price  of  meat  is  kept  down,  and  nil  the  best  joints 
can  be  bought  at  Sd.  per  lb. 

6697.  You  want  to  bring  a  pressure  to  l>ear  upon 
them  to  induce  them  to  sell  as  much  as  possible  inside 
the  market  rather  than  outside  ? — Yes. 

6698.  Is  not  that  assuming  that  the  trustees  under- 
stand the  business  of  these  people  better  than  they 
understand  it  themselves? — At  present  the  trustees 
think  that  the  market  administered  under  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  is  a  great  success ;  that  the  trustees  with 
the  market  money  have  beautified  and  ornamented  the 
town,  and  done  it  immense  good,  and  brought  the 
market  to  high  pitch  of  perfection,  unsurpassed  by 
any  place  in  the  west  of  England,  which  causes 
residents  to  come  there,  both  because  of  the  good 
appearance  of  the  town  from  there  being  so  few 
butchers'  shops,  and,  secondly,  from  the  notoriously 
low  price  of  meat. 

5699.  I  presume  that  if  the  dealers  found  it  more 
convenient  to  go  into  market  rather  than  to  sell  out- 
side they  would  do  so  without  any  obligation  ? — No 
doubt. 

5600.  Then  if  they  require  an  obligation  to  make 
them  do  so,  we  must  infer  that  they  find  it  incon- 
venient ? — Yes.  I  was  talking  to  Mr.  Groldsmith,  as 
I  often  did  at  that  time,  upon  public  matters,  and  we 
were  having  a  conversation  as  to  the  price  of  meat, 
and  I  told  him  that  I  was  giving  S\d.  or  9d.  per  lb. 
He  said,  "  There  is  no  occasion  to  do  that  whatever." 
That  had  been  my  experience  previously.  He  then 
named  two  country  butchers  whose  top  price  was  8dL 
per  lb.  for  the  best  joints,  and  I  went  to  one  of  them 
accordingly. 

6601.  Is  it  the  fact  that  a  farmer  was  about  to  be 
proceeded  against  for  selling  meat  in  the  town  which 
he  had  killed,  and  for  which  he  had  got  orders 
in  the  town  ? — It  is,  and  he  eventually  took  a  stall 
in  the  market.  He  competed  with  the  others,  and 
there  was  a  very  great  disturbance  made.  He  came 
in  underselling  the  others.  He  was  not  prosecuted. 
As  usual,  we  warned  and  threatened  him,  and  at  last 
made  that  proposition  to  him  that  he  should  take  a 
stall  in  the  market  and  compete  fairly,  and  he  did  so. 

5602.  But  he  undersold  the  others? — He  did  at 
first. 

5603.  Therefore,  presumably,  he  found  it  cheaper 
not  to  sell  in  the  market? — He  certainly  found  a 
market  outside  the  market-house  for  his  goods. 

5604.  Would  it  not  follow  from  that,  that  the  effect 
of  having  the  market,  and  having  these  restrictions,  is 


to  increase  rather  than  reduce  the  price  of  food  ? — 
This  was  a  very  small  man.  1  think  it  was  as  a  price 
to  get  a  footing,  which  he  failed  to  get,  whereas  the  60 
or  70  that  I  spoke  of  are  mostly  formers  and  butchers, 
and  they  are  exceedingly  well-to-do  men.  As  the  day 
gets  later  I  understand  you  may  buy  the  meat  at  even 
less  than  8^.  per  lb.,  and  some  people  go  round  late 
(HI  purpose. 

5605.  I  understand  you  to  say  in  the  statement 
which  you  have  put  before  us,  that  you  do  not  inter- 
fere with  men  dealing  on  a  small  scale,  though  they 
might  be  legally  liable  to  prosecution,  but  that  you 
do  interfere  if  they  do  it  on  any  other  than  a  small 
scale  ? — That  is  so.  Any  common  informer  may  sue 
for  a  penalty,  including  hawking,  or  the  trustees  may 
do  it  They  throw  upon  their  licensees  the  onus  of 
doing  that,  but  it  is  not  very  often  that  they  do  it. 
In  other  words  the  trustees  do  not  prosecute  for 
hawking  fish  in  the  suburbs,  where  the  poor  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  though  the  hawking  of  it  was  an 
offence. 

5606.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  motive  is  entirely 
humane  and  creditable,  but  is  not  that  rather  like 
saying  that  the  trustees  claim  an  arbitrary  power, 
that  one  man  shall  deal  upon  more  favourable  terms, 
and  another  upon  less  favourable  terms  ? — It  is ;  and 
if  it  is  not  suggested  in  the  paper  before  the  Com- 
mission I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  any 
amending  Act  there  should  be  a  fixed  scale  of  tolls  for 
hawkers  to  pay  in  order  that  they  may  be  practically 
treated  the  same  as  butchers. 

6607.  I  think  you  said  that  if  the  powers  of  the 
trustees  were  transferred  to  the  Corporation  there 
would  be  a  diminished  income;  can  you  explain 
how  that  would  be  ? — I  think  that  would  be  the 
income  of  the  butchers*  licenses  which  amount  to 
about  105/.  a  year.  Then  there  are  greengrocers' 
licenses  and  corndealers'  licenses. 

5608.  You  mean  that  the  income  from  licenses 
would  be  lost  ? — The  income  from  the  licenses  would 
be  lost,  and  not  only  that,  but  if  the  licenses  were 
withdrawn  it  would  be  what  they  call  free  trade  in 
the  town ;  and  I  think  the  country  butchers  would 
then  all  cease  to  come,  so  that  the  tolls  derived  from 
them  which,  I  believe,  amount  to  nearly  1,000/.  a 
year,  would  be  lost  also. 

5609.  Why  would  the  country  butchers  cease  to 
come  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  worth  their  while, 
looking  at  the  experience  at  Bridgwater.  At  Taunton 
they  come  because  the  people  buy  their  weekly 
provisions  from  them,  the  competition  keeping  down 
the  prices. 

5610.  Then  the  object  of  holding  the  market  is  to 
bring  in  as  large  a  number  of  country  butchers  as 
possible  ? — The  trustees  all  regard  that  as  their  strong 
point. 

5611.  But  is  that  not  doubly  hard  upon  the  town 
butcher;  first  of  all  that  you  restrict  their  number 
and  put  a  fine  upon  them,  and  that  in  the  next  place 
you  make  artificial  arrangements  to  create  a  com- 
petition with  them  from  outside  ? — It  is  so.  Never- 
theless the  town  butchers  have  thriven  very  well,  and 
made  fortunes. 

6612.  You  have  had  various  negotiations  with  the 
Corporation  about  the  transfer  of  the  markets,  have 
you  not  ? — T  have  known  everything  that  has  taken 
place. 

5613.  There  has  been  no  definite  proposal  made  to 
you,  has  there  ? — There  has  never  been  any  scheme 
propounded. 

5614.  You  say  that  you  think  any  new  Act  ought 
to  improve  the  borrowing  powers ;  in  what  respect 
do  they  require  improvement? — To  enable  us  to 
borrow  at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  the  4  per  cent, 
now  paid,  if  practicable.  At  present  they  have  ex- 
hausted the  borrowing  powers  which  are  for  24,000/., 
and  I  do  not  know  that  any  more  money  would  be 
wanted.  That  is  rather  Mr.  Eaton's  idea.  I  thought 
that  the  fine  to  be  imposed  by  the  magistrates  was  too 
much  ;  that  is  remedied  by  the  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Act.     The  restrictions  on   hawking  I  have  always 
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-.    i^^'  thought  an  anomaly,  or  rather  the  inability  to  take 

.  iauntoH,     ^jj  ^^^^  them.     They  can   only  be   prosecuted  for 

10  May  1888.    hawking.     I  think  that  the  penalties  should  be  less, 

■  and  that  the  tolls  should  be  fixed   instead  of  being 

arbitrary,  as  at  present,  for  all  purposes  except  live 

stock. 

6615.  And  you  would  define  marketable  com- 
modities ? — Yes  ;  that  has  been  a  moot  point. 

5616.  At  present  I  suppose  neither  you  nor  any- 
body else  knows  exactly  what  are  the  commodities 
upon  which  you  are  entitled  to  levy  a  toll? — Not 
quite. 

56 17.  You  compared  the  arrangements  at  Taunton 
with  those  at  Bridgwater,  in  which  latter  place  you 
say  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  butchers'  shops  in 
the  town,  and  also  fisli  shops,  and  greengrocers  ? — 
Yes,  all  free. 

5618.  Do  you  find  the  result  to  be,  that  very  few 
country  butchers  attend  the  market  ? — That  is  so ; 
I  understand  that  tiie  Corporation  of  Bridgwater  only 
pay  about  one  and  a  haJf  per  centum  upon  their 
bonds. 

5619.  I  think  you  have  another  instance  at 
Wellington  of  the  market  being  disused,  and 
ultimately  becoming  valueless  in  consequence  of  the 
competition  of  private  shops? — There  is  free  trade,  so 
called,  in  private  shops,  and  the  stalls  are  almost 
deserted,  I  undt^rstand  that  only  four  or  five  attend  the 
market,  and  those  men  more  studiously  attend  tlie 
Taunton  markets  than  they  attend  the  Wellington 
markets,  saying  that  they  can  better  dispose  at  a  large 
market  like  Taunton  of  all  their  carcases  than  at 
Wellington. 

5620.  But  we  may  presume  that  the  Wellington 
people  did  not  find  the  advantages  of  the  market  since 
they  did  not  use  it  when  they  had  one? — I  know 
cases  of  Wellington  people  coming  to  Taunton  and 
taking  back  a  large  stock  with  them,  and  Bridgwater 
people  doing  the  same. 

5621.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  You  said  that  the 
Parliamentary  borough  of  Taunton  had  been  extended ; 
has  the  Municipal  borough  been  extended  in  the 
same  way? — 1  am  not  aware.  The  Parliamentary 
borough  was  extended  I  know.  1  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Municipal  borough  and  the  New 
Parliamentary  borough  are  co-exteneive. 

5622.  If  that  is  the  case  the  town  council  would 
represent  the  whole  of  the  area,  including  what  is 
within  your  own  trust  and  the  outsitle  part  as  well  ? — 
They- would. 

5623.  Then  if  they  were  the  market  authorities 
they  would  consult  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants, 
whether  they  were  within  the  area  of  the  market 
trust  or  outside  it,  would  they  not  ? — Yes. 

5624.  And  they  would  have  the  same  rule  on  one 
side  oF  the  line  as  on  the  other  side  ? — Yes,  it  would 
seem  that  the  whole  of  the  borough  should  have  all 
the  benefit  of  the  market. 

5025.  You  tliink  that  whatever  the  arrangement 
may  be  it  is  a  desirable  thing  that  it  should  extend 
over  the  enlarged  area  instead  of  operating  only  in  the 
restricted  area  ? — Yes. 

5626.  (Mr.  Little,)  You  look  upon  butchers'  shops 
as  nuisances  ? — I  thought  that  at  Bridgwater  the  look 
was  very  forbidding. 

5627.  You  said  that  it  was  l)etter  for  the  appear 
ance  of  the  town  and  better  for  the  health  of  the 
town  that  there  should  not  be  butchers*  shops ;  why 
do  you  not  carry  that  out  to  its  logical  conclusion  and 
refuse  the  licenses  to  those  three  butchers  at  Taunton  ? 
— They  are  not  in  the  immediate  heart  of  our  town  as 
they  are  at  Bridgwater  in  great  numbers.  Our 
market-house  is  easy  of  access,  and  so  is  the  Bridg- 
water one.  It  is  not  a  very  large  area.  I  would 
wish  to  add,  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  that  they  have 
sought  through  me,  and  under  the  advice  of  counsel, 
to  get  a  scheme  propounded  according  to  the  present 
law.  Instead  of  that  the  Corporation  have  adopted 
Mr.  Wright's  opinion  which  sajs  that  they  have 
already  got  the  property.  The  Act  of  1 882  gave  the 
trustees  power,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  hand  it  over 


voluntarily ;  and  they  said  at  once  that  tliey  did  not 
think  fit  to  do  so ;  but  they  went  upon  another  section 
and  asked  for  a  scheme  as  before,  and  that  has  never 
been  granted. 

5628.  {Mr,  Harwood,)  You  say  that  if  the  number 
of  butchers  was  unrestricted,  it  would  close  the 
market  ? — I  think  so. 

5629.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  mistake  to  build  the 
market  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  that  it  was 
a  iiiistaKe,  because  it  is  constantly  occupied  and 
utilised. 

5630.  If  the  market  has  to  bo  maintained  by  com- 
pelling people  to  come  into  it  against  ttieir  will,  and 
restricting  the  number  of  butchers'  shops,  it  shows, 
does  it  not,  that  the  market  has  not  justified  its 
existence  ? — It  has  paid  its  way  very  well. 

5631.  By  compelling  people  to  come  in.  They 
come  in  voluntarily  to  get  meat  cheaper  than  they 
otherwise  would. 

5532.  But  if  a  butcher  comes  into  your  town  and 
wants  to  set  up  business,  you  will  not  let  him  start ; 
you  only  want  three  butchers  ? — Yes. 

5633.  2::!uppo8ing  that,  in  connexion  with  thiti 
market,  you  happened  to  build  some  offices,  and  it  was 
said  that  they  were  suitable  offices  for  solicitors,  and 
that  you  came  into  the  town,  and  you  saw  a  very  nice 
place  aud  thought  it  would  suit  you  admirably,  what 
would  you  think  if  the  market  authorities  came  and 
said,  "  We  cannot  do  with  any  solicitors  here ;  all  the 
"  solicitors  must  go  lo  the  market "  ?  You  would  say, 
"  I  want  to  start  where  I  can  do  most  business." 
Would  you  not  think  it  great  oppression  if  you  were 
not  allowed  to  have  offices  where  you  chose  ? — Yes,  it 
would  be  so  in  that  case. 

5634.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  the  same  conditions 
were  applied  to  you  ae  a  professional  man,  as  are 
applied  to  a  butcher  in  Taunton  who  wanted  to  start 
a  business  where  he  thought  he  could  do  best,  you 
would  consider  it  great  oppression  ? — Whether  mis- 
takenly or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  we  are  all  under 
the  impres.sion  that  if  there  were  what  is  called  free 
trade  among  the  butchers  the  prices  would  rise,  and 
they  would  have  a  monopoly. 

5635.  Supposing  that  the  butchers  had  the  riglit  to 
fix  the  place  where  a  solicitor  should  carry  on  his 
business,  would  you  not  think  that  that  was  an 
unwarrantable  oppression  ? — I  suppose  that  is  a 
matter  of  opLiion  as  regards  ihe  butchers. 

5636.  Is  not  that  which  would  be  an  oppression  to 
you  on  the  part  of  the  butchers  equidiy  an  oppression 
to  the  butchers  on  your  part  ? — The  principle  of  free 
trade  seems  to  be  fair,  but  we  think  free  trade  exists 
now,  and  we  say  that  the  so-called  monopoly  results  in 
a  large  fi'ee  trade  and  in  the  general  advantage. 

5637.  {Mr.  Elton,)  The  trustees  have  endeavoured 
to  carry  out  their  local  Acts  to  the  best  of  their  power  ? 
— To  the  uti"ogt. 

5638.  And  you  consider  that  they  have  favoured 
the  country  butchers  rather  than  butchers  established 
in  the  market  town  ? — Yes. 

5639.  With  regard  to  Wellington  market ;  Welling- 
ton has  had  a  new  market  built  lately,  has  it  not  ? — 
Yes,  by  a  company. 

5640.  The  market  accommodation  is  comparatively 
recent  there,  is  it  not  ? — It  is. 

5641.  You  said  something  about  their  not  using  the 
market  when  they  had  it ;  but  I  understand  that  they 
have  only  just  had  a  new  market-house  built  within  a 
year  or  two  ? — Yes. 

5642.  Are  not  the  stalls  filling  up  pretty  well  P — I 
am  told  not. 

5643.  With  regard  to  that  Act  of  1882  enabling  you 
to  transfer  the  estates  and  rights  to  the  Corporation, 
has  any  question  arisen  as  to  whether  you  could 
transfer  property  held  on  charitable  trust  to  a  municipal 
corporation  under  that  Act  ? — The  question  has  never 
been  raised,  but  I  have  always  thought  that  one  of 
the  reasons  for  their  not  complying  with  our  request  to 
furnish  a  scheme  was  that  the  existence  of  the  charity 
as  presented  a  difficulty  to  the  Corporation,  i  think 
there  are  three  provisions.     One  is  to  make  over  it 
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we  think  fit,  and  the  other  is  to  do  it  apon  %  scheme 
Hke  the  former  law.  The  Act  of  40  Victoria  b  re- 
enacted)  but  one  section  applies  to  the  getting  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  and  obtaining  a  transfer  of 
markets,  ^.,  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Another 
section  (the  Taunton  case)  applies  to  the  charter 
being  first  obtained,  and  the  markets  being  afterwards 
sought  to  be  obtained  by  a  Corporation. 

5644.  Did  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wright,  of  which  yon 
told  the  Chairman,  deal  with  this  charity  trust 
question? — No,  so  far  as  we  could  judge  by  the  Cor- 
poration's communications  with  the  trustees;  but  T 
have  never  seen  the  opinion. 

5646.  So  that  notwithstanding  that  opinion  there 
may  be  still  a  great  legal  diificulty  and  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  transfer  ?— Very  great  Mr.  Wright's 
opinion  does  not  go  to  that  the  least  in  the  world.  We 
have  always  been  advised  to  &vourably  consider,  and 
have  alwavs  promised  &voiirably  to  consider,  any 
scheme.  Once  there  was  what  was  called  a  scheme, 
and  we  submitted  it  to  counsel,  and  counsel  said  that 


it  was  no  scheme,  and  that  we  must  ask  again  in  the 
language  of  the  Act. 

5646.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  further  that 
you  desire  to  add  ? — There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  upon  the  subject  of  the  Jubilee  down 
there,  and  some  prejudice  has  been  imported  into  this 
matter.  All  sorts  of  things  were  wanted  there.  One 
was  a  new  town  hall  at  the  cost  of  20,000/.  Then 
10,000/*  was  got  up  for  the  hospitel,  and  all  sorts 
of  things,  involving  very  heavy  expenditure.  The 
trustees  were  greatly  blamed  because  they  would  not 
sell  one  of  the  best  portions  of  their  property,  which 
they  let  very  advantageously,  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  this  new  town  hall  being 
built.  There  was  a  great  tilt  against  them,  which  I 
thinly  was  very  unjust^  and  they  were  urged  to  go  for 
a  poll  of  the  town,  and  they  were  called  cowards  if 
they  did  not  do  so ;  but  they  did  what  they  thought 
right. 

5647.  You  mention  that  as  explaining  why  there 
should  be  a  feeling  against  the  trustees  which  would 
not  otherwise  exist  ? — Quite  so. 


Mr. 
J,  Taunton, 

10  May  1888. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  John  Nanson  examined. 


Mr. 


5648.  (Chairman.)  Yon  are  the  town  clerk  of 
Oariisle  ?— Yes. 

5649.  And  you  have  been  town  derk,  I  understand, 
for  upwards  of  40  years  ? — Yes  ;  I  succeeded  my 
father,  who  was  appointed  in  the  year  1818,  so  that 
the  appointment  has  been  held  for  upwards  of  70 
years  between  the  two. 

5650.  I  believe  that  you  are  prepared  to  produce 
copies  of  various  documents  of  early  date  relating  to 
the  Carlisle  Market  ? — ^Yes. 

5651.  But  I  apprehend  that  there  is  no  question  at 
issue  with  regard  to  the  validity  of  these  various 
grants  and  charters  ? — No,  none  whatever. 

5652.  Therefore,  I  need  not  put  any  questions  to 
you  upon  them.  You  have  various  modern  Acts 
regulating  the  market  in  various  ways,  have  you  not  ? 
— Yes.  The  first  Act  relating  to  markets  which  gave 
extended  powers,  and  incorporated  the  Markets  and 
Fairs  Clauses  Act,  was  the  Carlisle  Improvement 
Act  of  1873. 

5653.  A.nd  there  is  a  subsequent  Act,  is  there  not» 
r^ulating  your  arrangement  with  the  railway  com- 
panies ? — Yes ;  th^  Act  of  last  session,  which  carried 
out  an  arrangement  which  was  entered  into  as  the 
result  of  a  very  heavy  litigation  between  the  railway 
companies  and  Uie  Corporation,  by  which  the  Corpo- 
ration established  their  right  to  take  tolls  from  the 
railway  companies,  and  there  were  agreements  entered 
into  by  which  the  Corporation  agreed  to  accept  a  fixed 
sum  from  each  railway  company,  and  those  agreements 
were  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  and  scheduled 
to  the  Carlisle  Corporation  Act  of  last  session,  which 
extended  the  city  boundary  considerably. 

5654.  We  understand  that  Carlisle  is  a  Corporation 
by  prescription,  and  has  a  charter  dating  from  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.  ? — ^That  is  the  earli^  charter. 
The  charter  itself,  I  believe,  is  not  in  existence,  but 
it  is  recited  in  a  charter  of  Henry  III.  as  having  been 
burnt  by  the  Scotch,  and  that  is  also  incorporated,  or  an 
inspeximus  of  it  contained  in  the  charter  of  Edward  I., 
which  is  the  earliest  charter  we  possess.  The  charter 
of  Henry  lU.  is  in  the  Becord  Ofiice. 

5655.  We  understand  that  there  are  various  tolls 
payable  to  the  city ;  will  you  state  what  they  are  ? — 
There  is  the  gates  or  through  toll,  or  city  toll,  which 
is  payable  on  all  goods  brought  into  the  city  or  carried 
out  of  the  city,  or  through  the  city :  in  fact  it  is  a  toll 
almost  the  same  as  the  octroi  of  the  Continent,  only 
the  tolls  paid  are  very  small  sums,  so  that  no  one  feels 
any  evil  from  them.  The  Corporation  are  liable  by 
prescription  for  the  maintenance  of  all  the  public  streets 
in  the  ancient  city,  and  that  toll  goes  towards  keeping 
them  in  repair.    Then  there  is  also  the  ancient  toU 

U    65730. 


for  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep   sold  in  the  city  and  — 

suburbs,  or  on  Carlisle  iiands,  and  taken  out  of,  or 
brought  into,  or  through  the  city,  which  may  be 
either  treated  as  a  market  toll  or  as  a  through  toll. 
There  is  the  shire  or  county  toU,  which  I  should 
almost  think  is  unique.  It  is  a  toll  for  all  cattle, 
horses,  and  sheep  bought  in  and  carried  or  driven 
out  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  or  that  pass  out  of 
the  county  to  any  other  place  to  be  sold ;  and  that 
is  collected  by  the  lessees  or  agents  of  the  Corporation 
at  the  boundaries  of  the  county  after  the  following 
rates  : — ^for  every  head  of  cattle,  id.  ;  for  every  horse, 
mare,  or  gelding,  2d, ;  and  for  every  score  of  sheep, 
2d.  It  really  used  to  be  paid  also  on  goods,  but  the 
Corporation  in  the  last  century  and  the  century  before 
had  a  good  deal  of  litigation  with  respect  to  this  toll, 
and  it  was  finally  firmly  establishdd  by  a  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  and  it  has  been  collected  ever 
since  only  on  cattle.  There  was  a  similar  toll  which 
belonged  to  the  Corporation  paid  for  cattle  and  goods 
coming  from  Scotland  into  Cumberland,  but  by  the 
Act  of  Union  between  England  and  Scotland,  Scotland 
was  to  be  placed  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as 
England  as  regards  all  tolls,  and  customs,  and  other 
things ;  so  that  that  toll  was  abolished,  and  the  Cor- 
poration got  a  compensation  of  2,400/.,  which  was 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  land. 

565Q.  Is  the  shire  or  county  toll  for  horses,  cattle, 
and  sheep  carried  out  of  the  county  stilllevied  ? — ^Yes. 

5657.  How  do  you  know  that  the  cattle,  horses,  or 
sheep  are  going  to  be  carried  out  of  the  county  ? — By 
seeing  them.  That  toll  is  collected  at  the  boundary 
of  the  couuty  on  the  road. 

5658.  But  if  they  are  taken  out  by  the  opposite 
side  of  the  town  I  suppose  they  pay  nothing  ?~The 
collectors  are  posted  at  the  different  main  roads 
leading  out  of  the  county  into  Northumberland,  or 
into  Westmoreland,  and  so  if  a  drove  of  cattle  is 
being  driven,  say,  over  Eamont  Bridge,  which  goes 
from  Cumberhind  into  Westmoreland,  they  pay  the 
toll  collector.  If  they  did  not  pay  toll  for  an  animal, 
the  animal  would  be  distrained. 

5659.  Then  you  have  your  collectors  all  round  the 
county  ? — ^Yes ;  but  with  regard  to  cattle  which  ar<? 
taken  out  by  railways,  those  tolls  are  commuted  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  railway  companies,  except  on 
the  North-eastern  or  Newcastle  and  Carlisle  line, 
where  it  is  still  coUected.  The  manager  of  the  corn* 
pany  is  allowed  to  make  some  arrangement  with  the 
Corporation,  and  collects  the  toll  from  the  cattle 
going  by  that  railway  ;  but  in  the  case  of  anv  horses 
or  cattle  that  are  driven  out,  of  course  the  collector  is 
able  to  collect  tlie  toll. 
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Mr.  ^^^'  What  is  the  toll  ? — ^This  toll  is  aientioned  in 

J.  Namum,     a  writ  of  the  fifth  of  Henry  UI.  as  th^n  beiengin^ 

to  the  Corporation.     The  origin  is  supposed  to  have 

May  1888.  ^jeen  this: — It  was  mainly  collected  from  cattle  bdng 
driven,  many  of  them,  from  Scotland  into  England 
through  the  county  of  Cumberland,  when  the  whole 
of  the  county,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  was  lying  open 
Imd  unenclosed ;  and  it  was  originally  a  sort  ^f  pay<* 
ment,  I  suppose,  to  the  Crown  fbr  the  cattle  going 
across  and  feeing  on  the  wastes,  as  they  were  driveu 
over  them. 

5661.  But  that  would  hardly  aocotint  for  its  being 
payable  to  the  city  of  Carlisle,  and  not  to  the  county 
of  Cumberland  ?— ^Tt  was  granted,  I  sup^se^  by  the 
Crown  to  the  city. 

6662.  What  is  the  com  market  toll?— That  k 
shnply  for  the  com  thac  is  brought  into  the  market 
and  sold.  At  present  the  com  market  is  carried  oif 
in  rather  a  primitive  way  in  Carlisle,  that  is  to  sayj 
the  com  is  brought  and  pitched  in  the  open  streets, 
and  they  do  not  sell  so  much  •  by  sample,  though  they 
do  to  some  extent,  so  thlsit  tlr^  does  not  bling  in  very 
much.  It  has  long  been  proposed  that  there  should 
be  a  proper  com  exchange,  and  there  probably  will  be 
one.  It  will  be  possibly  made  in  connexion  with  the 
new  markets  which  are  now  building. 

o663.  Then  there  is  stallage  for  artkks  exposed 
for  pale  in  the  market-place  and  streets,  is  there  not  ^ 
— -YeM,  in  tfie  market-places  and  alt  the  main  ^blf(i 
streets.  Of  course  that  crowds  up  the  streets  very 
much  on  the  Saturday.  It  is  a  very  large  market  and 
great  crowds  attend  it.  The  complaints  are  Very  fnw  ; 
in  fact,  the  only  complaint  is  that  really  the  streets 
require  to  be  cleared,  and  therefore  the  Corporation 
are  building  very  extensive  markets  now,  and  thri 
bulk  of  all  these  things  will  then  be  transferred  into 
the  covered  market  and  sold  there. 

5664.  Who  is  building  the  market?— The  Cdrpo^ 
ration  under  their  right  as  owners  of  the  market ;  am! 
they  got  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  borrow  30,000/.  for  that  purpose. 

5665.  On  what  daytj  is  the  greatest  attendance  at 
the  market  ?  —  On  Saturdays.  The  Wednesday 
market  is  comparatively  a  small  market,  more  for  the 
wants  of  the  inhabitants.  Saturday  is  the  great 
market  day,  and  it  goes  on  till  late,  because  on  the 
Saturday  evening  up  to  10  o'clock,  or  later,  the  work- 
ing people  all  come  and  buy  the  things  for  the 
Sunday. 

5666.  There  are  also  considerable  sales  of  cattle^ 
ai'e  there  not  ? — Yes,  originally  there  was  simply  e 
market  on  the  market  ground,  or  sands,  but  for  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years  the  auction  marts,  or  sate 
yards,  have  sprung  up,  and  much  the  largest  amount 
of  business  is  done  in  them.  By  the  Carlisle  Im- 
provement Act,  1873,  no  auction  marts  or  sale  yards 
can  be  established  without  the  consent  of  the  Cor- 
poration ;  so  in  order  to  obtain  a  license  they  have  to 
receive  the  tolls  and  keep  an  account  and  pay  them 
over  to  the  Corporation. 

5667.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  as  to  the 
amount  of  tolls  or  stallage  ? — None,  I  think,  as  to  the 
amount.  Sometimes  the  nuirket  people  have  thought 
that  they  would  be  better  undfer  cover  than  in  the 
open  streets,  and  that  is  now  being  remedied. 

5668.  Is  the  market  largely  attended  by  farmers  in 
the  neighbourhood  ?  —  Very  largely,  and  also  by 
buyers  fi-om,  I  may  say,  all  the  large  Yorkshire 
and  Lanca«*hire  towns,  and  fi*om  Newcastle.  There 
is  a  very  large  trade  done  in  the  sale  of  butter,  which 
is  ma<le  in  Cumberland. 

5669.  I  will  not  go  into  the  detail  on  the  subject, 
because  it  hardly  concerns  us  here,  but  I  tmderstand 
that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  litigation  between 
the  Corporation  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire? — Yes, 
as  to  the  right  of  the  Corporation  to  use  this'pai*- 
ticular  piece  of  ground  for  the  ^ttle  market.  It 
always  has  been*  used  for  that  purpoS^^  but  the  Duke 
maintains'  that  ft  was  by  peraiission  onlj^,  and'  thatt 
the  Corporation  have  no  right  to  send  their  collectors 
on  to  the  ground  to  collect  the  tolls.    They  are  still 


coUceled,  as  they  used  to  be  collected,  as  the  €^fc||» 
come  off.  The  Doke  haano  market  <A  his  o^mr  hf 
haa  no  right  to  a  market.  The  Oorporation  have  t^ 
franchise  of  the  market. 

5670.  But  have  they  any  monopoly  right,  any  ri^( 
of  preventing  a  market  being  held  iii  the  immedia|# 
neighbourho^  of  tbeiiB  ? — ^By  .  the  common  kw  no 
one  can  legally,  set  up  i^  seoohd  market,  it  is  ctaid, 
within  7  miles  of  an  existing  market,  unless  he  gets 
power  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  do  so*  Even  the 
Cix^wn  could  not  grant  it  by  charter.  The  owner  of 
the  original  market  would  have  a  right  of  action  for 
disturbance  of  the  market,  or  would  get  an  injunction. 

5671.  Have  the  Corporation  appropriated  any 
ground  as  ii  site  for  a  6^tt1e  mat'ket? — ^Not  yet*;  but 
they  have  plenty  of  ground  jdtihd  Carlisle  which  they 
could  use  for  that  purpose,  and' which  wduld  be  jnK 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  what  are  cSedled  the  sands.  The 
trial  only  took  place  A  few  weeks  ago,  so  that  they  have 
hardly  had  time  to  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done. 

5672.  But  that  is  not  Included  m  the  plan  fOfc*  the 
ri^W  market  buildings  ?— No,  not  fbr  cMtle.  Urider 
th^  Act  of  1873  they  got  power  to  acquire  com- 
^uTsoril'j^  any  rights  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as 
owner  of  the  soil,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
cattle  market.  Of  course  if  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
held  the^Uand  subject  to  the  right  of  holding  the  cattle 
market,  the  land  would  be  worth  very  little  to  him, 
but  if  iie  hblds  ft  freilf^from  all  rights  whAtev^r^  and 
could  let  it  as  building  ground,  the  Corporation  would 
have  to  pajr  t  veiy  Utrg^  sura  for  acquiriilg  it,  and  this 
perhaps  wa^  the  principal  caose  of  the  lit^taon. 

5678.  {Mr.  Picton.)  Does  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
claim  any  market 'rights  at  all  ? — ^None  whatever. 

5674.  Then  it  is  not  a  question  that  eoncems  maricet 
rights  or  tolls?— -No;  in  all  the  trials  he  expressly 
disclaimed  any  claim  to  any  right  to  a  market,  or  to 
take  tolls. 

5t$75.  It  merely  affects  the  user  of  a  particular 
portion  of  land  ? — Yes.  Since  this^  has  been  decided 
he  makes  the  people  bringing  the  cattle  on  to  the 
sands  pay  small  sums,  say  about  ^  penny  for  a  drove 
of  cattle,  as  an  acknowledgment  that  ^^j  are  coming 
on  simply  by  permission,  and  not  as  of  right. 

5676.  It  is  a  toll,  im  fact? — No,  it  is  not  legally  a 
toll;  it  is  simply  an  acknowledgment.  At  any  rate 
the  Duke  does  not  claim  it  as  a  toll. 

5677.  Are  all  these  various  tolls  paid  cheerfully,  or 
are  complaints  ever  made  about  them? — Generally 
there  is  no  difficulty  whatever.  Sometimes  there  are 
disputes  as  to  whether  a  perfon  is  liable  or  not.  The 
through,  or  city,  or  gdtes  tells  are  payable  for  entering 
t^e  ancient  city.  The  walls  were  the  boundary  of  the 
ancient  city ;  it  was  a  walled  town.  The  boundary,  as 
extended  by  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act  of  1^5, 
is  beyond  that,  and  the  boundary  as  extended  by  the 
Act  of  last  year  goes  beyond  that  ag^in,  and  makes 
it  more  symmetrical,  including  the  cemetery,  and  a 
good  deal  of  new  buildings.  It  id  goods  entering  or 
passing  through  the  ancient  city  that  pay  the  ancient 
city  or  gates  toll,  so  that  people  who  have  mannfho- 
tories  outside  and  bring  good.^  into  the  ancient  city 
naVe  to  pay. 

56781  But  there  are  no  tolls  for  coming  within  the 
nc^  boundary  ? — No. 

5679.  Then  a  toll  is  interposed  in  the  way  of  all 
the  business  that  is  doiie  between  the  outside  new 
town  and  the  inside  old  town  ?-^  Yes. 

5680.  Does  not  that  create  friction  ?-^Sometime8  it 
has  done  so  to  some  extent,  but  the  tolla  are  so  ^ery 
small,  fldthodgh  they  produce  a  good  deal  in  the  year, 
^d  have  always  been  payable,  so  that  peof^le  dp 
not  object.  Sometimes  there  are  questions  as  to 
whether  persons  are  liable ;  that  is  to  say,  a  tradesman 
wiH  raise  the  question  whether  he  is  liable  to  pay  the 
toll  where  goods  have  been  bought  by  a  private  indi- 
vidual, on  sending  the  goods  into  the  streets  outade 
tbe  ancient  city.      '   . 

5681.  Are  there  booths  erected  for  the  collection  of 
the  tolls  ? — There  is  merely  a  little  sentry  box  at  eaeh 
principal  entrance. 
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56d2.  Then  delay  is  caused  by  a  cart]  having  to 
stop  there  and  pay  the  toll  ? — I  am  informed  by  the 
rate  collector  of  the  Oorpom  tion  that  there  is  not  much 
delay.  It  is  not  really  a  murket  toll  If  they  did  not 
pay  it  in  that  way  it  would  hare  to  be  paid  in  the  way 
of  rates. 

5683.  Is  this  gates  toll  applicable  to  all  kinds  of 
goods  ? — It  18  payable  on  -grain,  butter  and  idieese, 
pototoess  onions,  fruit,  meal  flour,  malt,  fish,  bntober'e 
meat,  bacon,  pork,  hay,  straw,  earthenware^  hardware^ 
gaano  and  artificial  mauures,  and  all  other  goods, 
wares,  and  ttiercbandise  brooght  infto  tk^  city ;  and  on 
potatoes,  grun,  and  pigs  bought  in  the  market  and 
carried  out  o£  the  ciW  for  sale,  and  on  all  other  goods, 
wares,  and  mercfaatichse  carried  out  of  the  city. 

5684.  Is  it  payable  on  manti&ctured  goods  of  any 
kind?— Yes. 

5685.  And  on  matmals  for  manufacture  ?— Yes. 
If  a  person  buys  goodb  just  for  his  own  household  use 
hd  does  not  hare  to  pay ;  but  merchandise  brought 
into  the  city  pays  the  toll. 

5686.  Are  there  any  footories  of  any  kind  outside 
the  bounds  of  llhe  oM  city  P — ^Almost  all  the  fiu^tories 
Are  outside. 

5687.  If  they  bring  their  noatmal  for  manufacture 
or  any  madiinery  through  the  gates  they  must  pay  toll 
for  it  ?— Yes. 

5688.  And  on  their  finished  goods,  if  tliey  are 
carried  into  the  old  city,  they  pay  toll  again  ? — les. 

5689.  {Sir  Jaynei  Corry,)  I  suppose  it  was  in 
deference  to  the'  wiA  of  those  who  use  the  markets 
that  the  Corporation  are  now  building  these  new 
mai^ket«? — Yes;  the  town  has  long  wished  to  hare 
new  markets,  and  the  Oorporation  have  gradually 
been  baying  up  property  in  the  centre  of  the  town  for 
that  purpose,  so  that,  besides  the  30,000/.  which  is  put 
down  as  the  cost  of  building,  they  have  spent  a  good 
many  thousand  pounds  in  buying  property  fiir  the 
purpose. 

5690.  {Mr.  Little.)  In  the  return  whiiih  the  Cor- 
poration  have  made,  in  answer  to  the  queries  of  tbe 
Commission,  the  receipts  from  these  diflerent  kinds  of 
tolls  are  not  distinguished;  is  it  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish them  ? — I  think  I  distinguished  them  after- 
wanls.  The  receipts  from  auction-mart  tolls  arc 
672/. ;  those  are  the  tolls  paid  by  the  people  who 
carry  on  the  auction  marts.  The  tolls  fVom  the  cattle 
market  are  37/.,  and  from  th6  com  market  9/.  Then 
the  railway  companies  pay  615/.  as  the  amount  of 
their  different  agreements  for  compensation.  The 
butcher-market  rents  amount  to  235/ ;  the  tolls  paid 
in  the  butter  and  egg  market  amount  to  199/ ;  and 
the  stallages  for  ^oods  sold  in  the  streets  comu  to  200/. 
a  year. 

5691.  But  is  the  through  toll,  of  which  you  have 
been  speaking,  mixed  up  with  the  market  toll? 
—Yes. 

5692.  Do  I  correctly  gather  from  this  statement 
that  agricultural  produce  coming  into  the  old  city  of 
Carlisle  pays  three  tolls  if  it  is  taken  out  again  for  the 

*  purpose  of  sale :  a  thi-ough  toll  ;it  the  entry  of  the 
goods,  a  markei;  toll,  and  then  a  through  toll  when  it 
is  taken  out  ? — If  it  changes  ownership  it  would  pay ; 
that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  brought  into  the  market  it  would 
pay,  but  if  it  is  carried  right  through  at  once  itwould 
only  pay  once. 

5693.  If  it  is  brought  not  to  be  sold  it  pays  at  the 
entrance  to  the  city ;  it  pays  in  the  market ;  and  then 
if  it  is  sold  and  it  is  taken  out  of  the  city  for  sale  again 
it  pays  a  third  toll  ?  —It  would,  of  course,  pay  the 
stallage,  or,  if  it  is  in  the  butter  market,  it  would  pay 
for  using  the  butter  market.  Then  the  purchaser,  if 
he  took  it  out,  not  for  his  own  household  use,  would 
pay  a  tolL  A  good  deal  of  the  produce  does  not  pay 
on  coming  into  the  market,  because  it  comes  by  ^e 
railways,  who  have  commuted. 

5694.  Of  course,  it  pays  indirectly  ? — Yes. 

5696.  The  scale  of  tolU  is  not  9xed  by  the  (ih^ter, 
I  suppose? — }^o, 


5696.  Is  it   fixed  by  subsequent  Acts? — No,  by  Mr, 
immemorial  usage,  except  as  regards  tolls  under  the     J'  Nanton* 
Act  of  1878.                                                                       ,n^~To«« 

5697.  I  observed   that  in  answer  to  question  24    ^^J^J^^- 
it  is  stated  that  the  present  rate  of  tolls  will  be  in- 
adequate to  pay  interest  on  the  sum  borrowed  ^ — They 

will  not  be  sufficient  on  these  new  markets,  I  should 
think.  Under  the  Carlisle  Improvement  Act  we  do 
not  levy  more  than  the  ancient  tolL  The  occupier  of 
eac^  stand  for  vegetables  in  the  market,  if  taken  by 
the  year,  pays  a  stalhige  not  exceeding  58,  for  every 
mqperfieial  square  yard,  and  if  taken  by  the  half-yeair, 
not  exceeding  2<.  6<L  The  tolls  in  tlie  cattle  market 
are  for  every  horse,  mare,  or  geldiag,  Ad,;  for  every 
colt,  filly,  or  fbal,  2</. ;  for  every  buU,  sl^er,  cow,  or 
heifer.  Id. ;  for  every  miile  or  ass,  Id. ;  for  every  sheep 
or  lamb,  \d. ;  for  every  swine,  hog,  or  pig,  id.  We 
do  not  levy  to  the  amount  authorized  by  the  Act*  Of 
course,  they  will  have  better  accommodation  in  these 
covered  markets,  so  that  they  will  expect  to  pay  some- 
thiugraere. 

5698.  Then  this  answer  does  not  mean  that  thojy 
have  not  the  power  to  levy  the  additional  toil 
required  ?-^No,  the  Corporation  have  the  power  under 
the  Act  of  1873. 

5699.  You  have  not  given  in  the  return  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  markets  under  various  heads;  is  it 
not  possible  to  give  that  infcMination  ? — No,  they  have 
never  been  distinguished;  that  is  to  say,  the  toll 
eolleotor  is  paid  a  salary,  and  he  employs  men  under 
him  who  are  paid  weekly  wages,  but  the  total  expense 
is  not  apportioned  to  the  different  heads. 

5700.  Then  you  are  not  able  to  say  whether  there 
b  a  surplus  revenue  from  the  markets  ? — Not  from 
the  markets  as  distinguished  from  the  tolls. 

5701.  Or  from  other  property  ?~ Yes,  they  are 
kepi  separate  froin  the  rents  of  the  corporate  pro- 
perties; they  are  all  kept  separate  in  the  Corporation 
accounts. 

5702.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  I  do  not  see  in 
your  return  the  amount  which  you  receive  from  the 
shire  toll  ? — ^That  is  very  small.  The  total  of  all  the 
tolls  was  1,465/.  kst  year,  with  the  exception  of  what 
the  railway  companies  pay,  which  b  615/.  Of  course 
what  the  railway  companies  pay  partly  includes  in  the 
case  of  every  railway,  except  the  North-eastern*  which 
goes  to  Newcastle,  anything  tha^  would  be  paid  for 
shire  toll  ;  and  aa  cattle  now  nearly  always  go  out  oi 
tbe  county  by  raihfay,  I  should  think  that  30/.  a  year 
would  fully  cover  anything  that  b  got  from  the  shire 
toll. 

5703.  Do  you  still  keep  up  the  c<^leotors  at  all  the 
pvinctpat  roads  ? — Practically  the  toll  seems  to  have 
ceased  to  be  collected,  exeept  through  the  machinery 
of  the  railways,  for  there  is  now  so  very  little  to  be 
driven  out.  llie  earliest  djcument  is  tbe  Chancery 
Fine  Boll  of  5th  Henry  III.  by  which  the  King  is.<jued 
a  writ  to  the  sheriff  of  Cumberland  to  deliver  seizin 
of  the  city  of  Carlwle,  with  the  miUs  and  fishery  in 
Eden,  ^.,  to  the  citieens  of  Carlisle  ;  and  it  aayn  : — 
•*  We  have  fully  learned  that  in  the  time  in  which  our 
"  citizens  of  Carlisle  had  our  city  of  Carlble  to  farm 
"  for  fiftyt^o  pounds  by  our  sheriff  of  Cumberland, 
*^  the  same  citizens  were  aoeuslomed  to  have  together 
"  with  the  city  two  mills  which  are  under  the  city,  and 
"  a  certoin  fishery  which  is  upon  the  Eden,  Mid  the 
*'  t^U  of  the  county  {iheo/oneum  oomttaiwi)  pertaining 
**  to  make  the  fittrm  of  the  Vill ;"  and  the  mills,  fishery, 
and  toll  are  granted  to  the  citizens. 

6704.  (Mr.  Ekon.)  Could  you  give  the  referenee 
to  the  book  ?— This  is  a  copy  of  various  documents 
prepared  for  the  litigation  between  the  railway  oom- 
panies  and  the  Corporation,  and  printed  in  case  an 
app^  should  be  kid  to  the  House  of  Lords.  It  con- 
tains,  amongst  other  documents,  the  writ  of  the 
Sth  Henry  HI.,  from  which  I  have  just  quoted  ;  the 
20th  Edward  I.,  Plea  of  Quo  Warranto  against  the 
mayor,  &c.  of  Carlisle,  and  translation ;  9th  Edward  Us, 
charter  to  the  citizens  of  Carlisle,  and  transUtion ; 
$l6tb  Kdward  HI,,  charter  to  tbe  citizens  of  Carlisle, 
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and  translAtion ;  1st  Edward  IV.,  charter  to  the 
citizens  of  (Jarlisle,  and  translation  ;  2Ist  July  Idth 
Cliarles  I.,  the  governing  charter  of  the  city  of  Carlisle, 
and  translation.     Those  are  the  principal  documeDts. 

5705.  (Mr.  Childers.)  The  Commission  woald  like 
to  have  a  little  more  information  about  the  nett  profit 
on  the  markets.  You  have  given  the  receipts  alto- 
gether at  nearly  2,100/.;  can  you  teli  us  how  much 
is  the  average  expenditure,  even  if  you  cannot  break 
it  up  into  small  items  ? — If  the  other  toils  were  not 
collect4>d  there  would  be  much  the  same  expense  for 
collecting  the  market  tolls.  292/.  is  the  amount  pud 
for  the  collection. 

5706.  But  that  includes,  as  you  state,  the  collection 
of  all  tolls,  and  not  merely  of  market  tolls  ? — Tes. 

5707.  Of  that  how  much  for  repairs  and  for  re* 
rooval  of  refuse,  and  for  any  other  purposes,  may  be 
said  to  be  the  aggregate  expenditure  on  account  of 
the  markets  ? — Tne  removal  of  refuse  would  all  be  in 
addition,  because  that  is  carried  on  by  the  Corpora- 
tion scavengers,  of  whom  there  are  a  number,  and  they 
clean  the  markets  up  at  night  after  the  market  is 
over. 

5708.  If  you  cannot  give  us  the  exact  figures,  can 
you  make  any  estimate  of  how  much  the  market  prac- 
tically costs  ? — The  scavenging  is  now  done  under  the 
urban  sanitary  authority  powers,  and  there  is  paid  for 
the  scavenging  of  the  whole  city  1,571/.  I7s.  6d,  I 
should  think  that  practically  one  third  of  that  might 
be  treated  as  being  connected  with  the  markets, 
l)ecause  they  are  held  in  all  the  streets  as  well  as  in 
the  market  place. 

5709.  Tou  have  told  us  that  the  receipts  under  your 
market  rights  are  nearly  2,100/1  a  year;  what  would 
you  estimate  as  being  the  total  chai'ge  against  that  ?^ 
That  sum  includes  the  whole  of  the  tolls. 

5710.  The  city  of  Carlisle  gets  an  income  of  2,100/. 
from  its  market  rights ;  what  does  it  cost  to  collect 
that  income  ? — The  market  rights  really  and  strictly 
would  only  produce  about  500/.  a  year. 

5711.  You  have  given  us,  in  your  return,  the  receipt 
from  the  markets  as  2,080/.  a  year ;  could  you  give 
us  per  contra  the  expenditure  in  connexion  with  the 
same  things? — I  do  not  know  whether  it  could  be 
done  without  going  into  the  accounts. 

5712.  In  respect  of  the  existing  markets,  irrespec- 
tive of  this  new  building  which  is  to  be  erected,  you 
are  receiving  2,080/.  a  year  ;  what  does  it  cost  to 
collect  that  money?  Surely  the  Coi*poration  must 
know  what  is  the  expenditure  in  respect  of  it? — ^292/. 
is  what  is  paid  for  the  wages  of  the  toll  collectors, 
but  this  includes  the  cost  of  the  collection  of  ijie 
other  Corporation  tolls  which  are  not  market  tolls, 
the  cost  not  being  apportioned. 

5713.  Can  you  not,  in  a  sentence,  say  ''I  estimate 
*'  the  expenditure  in  connexion  with  the  market 
^'  rights  at  so  much  a  year"? — I  think  that  the 
scavenging  would  come  to  500/.  a  year,  and  f.he  pro- 
portion of  the  cost«  of  collection  due  to  markets  would 
be  certainly  half,  which  would  be  about  150/.  From 
600/.  to  700/.  would  be  the  expenditure  in  connexion 
with  the  markets. 

5714.  Are  we  to  take  it,  then,  that  the  income  in 
connexion  with  the  market  rights  of  Carlisle  is  2,0801. 
a  year,  and  that  the  expendituae  is  between  600/.  and 
700/.? — The  income  in  connexion  with  the  market 
rights  of  Carlisle  would  not  be  more  than  700/.  a  year. 
The  others  are  tolls  that  are  not  market  tc^s  at  alL 
The  expense  of  managing  the  markets  in  the  streets 
would  be  almost  equal  to  what  is  received  in  tolls  in 
respect  of  markets. 

5715.  Then  your  answer  in  the  return  which  you 
have  sent  to  the  Commission  is  quite  inexplicable  if 
that  is  the  case,  because  you  give  here  the  receipts 
from  tolls  and  stallages  ? — ^Those  are  not  market  tolls. 
It  goes  on,  '^  Beceipts  from  tolls  and  stallages,  1,465/. ; 
"  from  railway  companies,  615/. ;  total,  2,080/.  ;  but 
^  this  includes  all  the  city  tolls  as  well  as  market 
«  tolls." 

5716.  Then  **  a  "  gives  the  market  tolls  ?— Yes,  the 
roceiptfl  from  the   auction-mart  tolls,  and  from  the 


cattle  market,  and  from  the  com  market;  then  the 
butter  market  199/.,  and  the  pork  market  7/.,  that  is 
205/.  In  the  butcher  market  there  are  simply  rents 
for  the  shops,  in  feet.  But  taking  the  199/.  for  thu 
butter  and  egg  market,  40/.  for  t£e  cattle  and  corn 
markets,  and  200/.  for  the  stallages,  that  would  only 
make  about  450/. 

5717.  But  all  this  is  income  in  respect  of  your 
market  rights,  is  it  not  ? — No^a  great  part  is  in  respect 
of  tolls  which  are  not  connected  with  markets  at  all. 

5718.  The  question  which  was  asked  you  is  this 
'^  What  has  been  the  average  amount  of  the  gross 
'*  receipts  from  the  markets  during  the  three  year^ 
'^  ending  the  25th  of  March  1887)  specifying  tlm 
"^  details,"  and  so  forth.  If  these  are  not  gross 
receipts  from  the  markets,  your  return  must  bo 
amended  ? — This  includes  all  the  city  tolls  as  well  as 
the  market  tolls.  Then  I  put  in  afterwards  in  the 
margin  the  items  for  the  cattle  market,  the  corn 
market,  the  butter  and  egg  market,  and  the  pork 
market.  The  butcher-market  toll  is  not  really  a 
market  toll,  but  consists  of  rents  for  shops  or  tolls. 

5719.  Then  the  return  which  you  have  given  us  is 
not  an  accurate  return.  The  question  which  we  asked 
you  was,  "What  were  the  gross  receipts  from  the 
market."  If  these  are  not  the  gross  receipts,  we  must 
ask  you  to  put  in  another  return,  because  this  tells 
us  nothing  ?— ^Perhaps  I  could  send  up  some  detail  as 
to  what  are  receipts  in  reelect  of  the  markets,  and  the 
apportioned  expenses  in  respect  of  them. 

5720.  In  other  words,  if  you  had  no  charter,  and  no 
market  rights  whatever,  would  you  be  receiving  any 
part  of  that  2,000/.  a  year  ? — ^Yes,  as  owners  of  tolls 
which  are  unconnected  with  markets* 

5721.  But  those  are  under  your  charters? — Yes, 
they  are  under  charters  or  payable  by  prescription. 

5722.  If  you  had  no  charters,  you  would  be  re- 
ceiving no  part  of  this  2,080/.  a  year  ? — No. 

5723.  Under  your  charters  you  receive  2,080/.  a 
year  ? — ^Yes. 

5724.  How  much  does  receiving  that  under  your 
charters  cost  you  per  contra  in  expenditure  ? — I  can 
hardly  go  into  that. 

5725.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  yours  is  the  only 
corporation  that  has  not  given  us  that  information  ? — 
I  will  endeavour  to  apportion  the  tolls  into  what  are 
tolls  proper  and  what  are  market  tolls,  and  then  to 
give  the  expenses  in  connexion  with  the  market 

5726.  You  have  given  us  the  total  of  2,080/.  which 
you  receive  under  your  chartered  rights ;  it  i.^  not 
material  to  break  it  up  into  little  sums,  but  we  wai.t 
to  know  what  is  the  net  profit  derived  by  the  city  of 
Carlisle  from  their  chartered  rights? — The  cot<t  of 
everything  connected  with  it  would  be  700/.,  as  near 
as  can  be,  and  the  rest  is  profit  from  the  toUs. 

5727.  Then  the  profit  from  the  tolls  is  about  1^400/. 
a  year  ? — Yes. 

5728.  You  are  going  to  borrow  30,000/. ;  when  you 
have  borrowed  that  amount  and  put  up  your  market, 
will  that  add  to  your  receipts  ? — No,  it  will  diminish 
the  profits  from  the  market. 

5729.  It  will  add  to  your  gross  receipts,  will  it  not  ? 
— It  will  add  to  our  gross  receipts  if  tiie  Corporation 
under  the  powers  of  their  Act  of  Parliament  increase 
the  mark^  tolls. 

5730.  And  I  think  you  have  intimated  that  you 
will  increase  the  market  tolls  in  spite  of  the  pnifit 
which  you  derive  from  the  present  tolls? — ^Yes, 
because  the  present  tolls  not  market  tolls  are  as  much 
part  of  the  property  of  the  Corporation  as  the  i-ents 
of  the  lands  which  they  have ;  and  at  one  time  they 
had  very  little  other  property. 

5731.  You  treat  your  profit  from  tolls  as  the  pro* 
perty  ol  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

5732.  If  the  Corporation,  therefore,  add  to  the 
capital  expenditure  on  the  markets,  they  will  expect 
to  make  more  profit  out  of  the  tolls? — They  will 
expect  to  charge  more ;  but  even  that  will  not 
remunerate  them  for  the  increased  amount  expended 
on  the  buildings,  including  the  repayment  of  the 
money  borrowed. 
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5783.  Although  you  will  have  spent  30,000/.  in 
improving  the  market  aceommodationy  yet  you  do  not 
expect  to  get  hack  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
that  30,000/.  an  additional  profit?— No;  what  is 
called  the  consideration  for  the  through  tolU  of  the 
Corporation  of  Carlisle  in  any  litigation  that  has 
taken  place  has  been  stated  to  be  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  streets  through  the  city,  there  being  no 
road  rates,  and  the  maintenance  of  tne  river  walls,  and 
formerly  of  the  walls  ot  the  city,  and  the  maintenance 
c^  the  city  as  a  frontier  fortreM  against  the  Scotch, 
and  various  other  things. 

5734.  Those  are  fKlmirable  archaic  reasons,  but 
the  sum  total  comes  to  be  this :  that  you  consider 
that  you  are  fairly  entitled  under  the  charter  to  make 
a  profit  in  reduction  of  the  city  rate? — Yes, 
it  is  a  valuable  property,  and  if  we  did  not  do  that  it 
would  havo  to  be  got  in  the  shape  of  rates;  that 
would  be  the  only  difference. 

5735.  With  regard  to  the  arrangement  with  the 
railway  companies,  was  it  assumed  that  all  the  railways 
which  pass  through  Carlisle  had  to  pay  to  you  toll  in 
respect  of  the  goods  which  they  carried  tnrough 
Carlisle? — Tes,  if  they  passed  through  the  ancient 
city. 

5736.  Does  any  part  of  the  lines  belonging  to  any 
of  the  railway  companies  run  outside  tJ^e  old  city 
altogether  and  avoid  the  old  dtj? — They  can  now 
send  goods  outside  the  anient  city.  All  the  difierent 
goods  stations  were  outside  the  ancient  city.  But  the 
question  upon  which  the  litigation  principally  turned 
was  whether,  there  being  a  clause  in  the  Act  of  1846, 
by  which  the  commutation  took  place  between  the 
original  Lancaster  and  Carlisle  Ridlway  Company  and 
the  Corporation,  in  carting  goods  into  the  ancient  city, 
or  out  of  the  ancient  city  into  the  goods  stations,  the 
other  railway  companies  were  entitled  to  come  in 
under  the  same  commutation  ;  and  it  was  ultimately 
decided  by  the  House  of  Lords  that  they  were  not, 
and  that  for  all  goods  which  they  carted  to  and  from 
the  goods  stations  outside  the  ancient  city  into  the 
ancient  city,  or  vice  versd^  they  were  bound  to  pay 
these  ancient  through  tolls.  Then  when  the  House 
of  Lords  had  settled  that  on  appeal,  the  railway  com- 
pany and  the  corporation,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble 
of  collecting  the  toll  every  time  a  cart  came  through^ 
came  to  an  arrangement  to  fix  an  annual  sum. 


5737.  Then  the  annual  sum  at  which  the  tolls  have 
been  commuted  is  in  respect  both  of  goods  passing 
through  Carlisle  to  and  from  Scotland,  and  in  respect 
of  goods  brought  into  the  station  at  Carlisle  and 
delivered  in  the  town  ? — Yes;  every  possible  thing 
on  which  a  railway  company  might  be  liable  to  pay 
toll  is  commuted. 

5738.  iVnd  I  think  you  said  that  the  number  oi 
cattle  sent  by  road  is  now  so  small,  that  you  do  not 
find  that  it  is  necessary  to  pay  much  attention  to  it«: 
coming  in  or  going  out  by  road  ? — When  cattle  comu 
into  or  go  out  of  the  ancient  city,  toll  is  ooUecte^l. 
The  shire  U>\\  is  now  so  small,  tKat  it  is  sometimes 
not  worth  while  to  employ  a  person  on  the  rouils 
going  out  of  the  county  to  collect  it,  because  it  ruall> 
is  all  commuted  now  by  the  arrangement  with  the 
railway  companies.     It  was  only  payable  for  cattle. 

5739.  But  as  to  goods  passing  from  the  ancient 
city  into  the  environs  of  the  city,  and  vice  versa,  are 
collectors  put  upon  the  different  i*oads? — Yes, 

5740.  Is  there  a  barrier  ? — No  ;  the  collector  simply 
stands  in  a  little  sentry-box  so  as  to  see  who  are 
passing. 

5741.  Is  there  any  physical  evidence  of  its  being 
a  toll-house  ? — No.  There  are  boards  put  up  with 
the  tolls  painted  on  them. 

5742.  {Mr.  Little.)  These  tolls  go,  you  say,  to 
diminish  the  rates ;  are  the  ratepayers  who  livct  or 
have  property,  outside  the  ancient  city  rated  to  the 
same  rates  as  those  within  the  ancient  city  ? — Yes, 
exactly  the  same.  * 

5743.  Then  does  it  not  follow  that  those  within  the 
ancient  city  pay  a  toll  for  the  benefit  of  those  without  ? 
— ^The  principal  incidence  of  the  rating  would  be  lor 
tlie  maintenance  of  the  streets.  That  is  an  expensive 
thing,  and  the  parties  outside  the  ancient  city  would 
now,  with  the  extended  boundary,  be  equally  liable 
with  those  inside  the  ancient  city  to  maintain  the 
streets.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  the 
whole  forms  one  district,  and  the  whole  of  the  public 
streets  are  liable  to  be  maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

5744.  But  those  are  a  common  charge  upon  all 
within  the  modern  city,  and  pai'tly  paid  for  by  the 
charge  which  falls  upon  those  within  the  ancient  city  ? 
— Yes. 


Mr. 

J.  Ntmton. 

lOMny  18SS. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTY-THIRD  DAY. 


Friday,  Uth  Hay  1888. 


PRESENT  : 


The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  OF  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 
Mr.  John  J.  Harwood. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 
Mr.  Pierce  Mahont,  M.P. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  P.  Rookr,  Secretary. 


The    Right   Hon.  Lord  Balfour   of   Bur- 
leigh. 
The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  CniLDBRSy  M.P. 
Sir  Jambs  Porter  Corrt,  Bart.,  M.P. 
Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 


Mr.  Aubrey  Henry  Malim  examined. 


5715.  {Chairman.)  You  are  town  clerk  of  Gran- 
tham ? — ^I  am. 

6746.  Can  you  tdl  us  tlie  origin  of  the  market  at 
Grantham  ? — By  a  charter  of  lung  Richard  III.  was 
granted  and  confirmed  to  the  alderman  and  burgesses 
of  the  borough  of  Grantham  one  market,  there  to  be 
holden  every  week  for  ever  on  every  Wednesday,  so 


that  the  said  market  be  not  to  the  hurt  of  other  neigh- 
bouring markets.  And,  moreover,  was  granted  the 
ordering,  government,  and  allotting  of  the  stalls  and 
places  in  such  market,  and  that  the  same  alderman 
and  burgesses  might  have  and  hold  to  thorn  and  their 
successors  for  ever  all  manner  of  tolls,  stallages,  issues, 
and  profits  of  the  market  aforesaid  in  any  manner 


Mr.  A.  11. 
Maiim. 

ll  May  1888. 
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coming  or  growing  without  anj  account  to  be  rendered 
or  made  in  respect  thereof.  That  charter  was  con- 
firmed by  a  charter  of  King  Charles  I.,  from  which 
the  following  18  an  extract : — "  And  further  we  have 
'^  given  and  do  grant  and  by  these  presents  tor  us  our 
**  heirs  and  successors  confirm  to  the  same  alderman 
**  and  burgesses  of  the  same  town  or  borough  of 
**  Grantham  and  their  successors  that  they  and  their 
**  SQccesBors  may  hare  within  the  town  or  borough 
**  aforesaid,  one  market  to  be  held  there  every  week 
"  for  ever  on  evenr  Wednesday,  and  yearly  fov  ever 
"  two  fairs  there,  that  is  to  say,  one  fair  there  on  the 
**  Feast  of  Saint  Nicholas  the  Bishop  in  Winter,  and 
'<  for  two  days  next  following;  and  the  other  fair 
•*  there  on  Monday  next  after  the  fifth  Lord's  day  in 
^'  Lent,  and  daring  one  day  next  following  together 
**  with  all  liberties,  rights.  Courts  of  Pye  Powder," 

6747.  We  imderstand  that  the  Earl  of  Dysart  is 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Grantham  ? — Yes.  The  Duke 
of  Portland  sold  the  manor  to  Lord  William  Manners 
in  1767,  who  gave  it  to  tfohn  Manners,  esquire,  who 
married  L^y  Louisa  Tollemache,  daughter  of  Lionel 
Earl  of  Dysart,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Earl  of 
Dysart. 

5748.  The  market  of  Newark,  a  neighbouring  town« 
being  held  on  a  Wednesday,  was  the  day  for  holding 
the  market  at  Grantham  changed  from  Wednesday 
to  Saturday? — Yes,  in  order  that  no  damage  should 
be  done  to  the  market  of  Newark  ;  that  change  was 
made  within  the  last  1 80  years,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  lord  of  the  manor  stepped  in  and  claimed  the 
market. 

5749.  Was  that  claim  admitted  ? — That  claim  was 
admitted  inasmuch  as  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  then 
lord  of  the  manor,  by  indenture  of  lease  dated  the 
29th  of  September  1755,  granted  a  lease  of  the  tolls 
and  tolls  of  the  markets,  and  two  fairs  within  the 
vilbige  or  borough  of  Grantham  aforesaid,  and  all 
and  all  manner  of  stalls  and  standings  within  the 
markets  and  fairs  aforesaid,  and  all  and  all  manner  of 
profits,  &^.  to  the  said  aldermen  and  burgesses  of 
Grantham  for  the  term  of  21  years  at  an  annual  rental 
of  31^.  10*.  Orf.  "  In  the  year  1759, 1  find  tolls  were 
"  taken  in  the  borough  of  Grantham  by  the  Corpora- 
*^  tion  as  lessees  of  the  markets  on  certain  articles 
"  such  as  hemp  seed,  linseed,  coals,  wood,  lead,  wool, 
**  and  also  for  sheep,  swine,  beasts,  and  hcnrsas,  but 
''  these  charges  have  long  since  ceased  to  be 
"  collected." 

5750.  What  was  done  when  that  lease  expired  ? — 
When  that  lease  expired  the  tolls  were  let  by  the 
owner  to  different  people  till  Micha^mas  1871,  when 
the  corporation  again  became  possessed  thereof  as 
yearly  tenants  to  Lord  Dysart  at  a  yearly  rental  of  58/., 
including  the  premises  in  which  the  stalls  are  kept, 
and  also  ground  rent  for  the  land  upon  which  tbe  pre- 
sent butter  hall  now  stands.  In  October  1871,  when 
the  corporation  became  the  tenants  of  the  tolls,  ian 
offer  was  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tollemache,  on  be- 
half of  the  late  Earl  Dysart,  to  let  the  market  tolls  to 
Grantham  in  perpetuity  for  the  sum  of  42/.  per  annum, 
and  also  to  let  the  storeage  premises  at  a  yearly  rental 
of  5/.,  and  also  to  let  a  piecre  of  land  upon  which  to  erect 
a  market  hall  for  22/.  per  annum.  That  offer  was 
accepted  by  the  corporation,  but  nothing  further  came 
of  it.  I  do  not  know  the  reason  why  the  matter 
was  not  further  proceeded  with. 

5751.  Did  you  obtain  an  Act  of  Parliament  em- 
powering you  to  purchase  or  take  on  lease  from  the 
Earl  Dysart  all  (be  market  rights  y^^-Yes,  in  the  year 
1879  ;  the  Act  gave  us  power  to  purchase  the  market 
rights  by  agreement  with  Lord  I^sart 

5752.  What  steps  were  ta'K^n  to  acquire  the  market 
rights  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of.  that  Act.? — No 
steps  were  taken  till  the  years  1881^  1882,  and  1883. 
Several  interviews  took  place  in  those  years  between 
the  Trustees  of  the  late  Earl  Dysart  and  the  markets 
and  fairs  committee  of  the  corporation.  At  this  time 
the  trustees  were  willing  to  let  to  the  corporation  on 
f^  lease  for  99  jrears  the  whole  of  tl|e}r  market  rights, 


on  condition  that  the  corporation  would  take  on  lease 
from  them  for  the  same  period  land  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  market  hall  thereon,  and  expend  in  suA 
erection  a  sum  of  5,000/.,  such  sum  to  include  the  puv* 
chase  of  certain  cottage  property  adjoining  tiie  pres^it 
market  hall  (part  of  which  property  has  since  be^n 
purchased  by  the  trustees).  Nothing,  however,  wiis 
done  in  the  matter,  the  trustees  aiC  that  time  declining 
to  name  the  amount  of  rent  for  which  they  were  willing 
to  lease  the  same.  The  matter  remained  in  abeyance 
till  the  29th  of  September  1885,  when  the  mayor  fbr 
the  time  being  informed  the  markets  and  fairs  com- 
mittee that  he  had  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Tolle- 
mache, one  of  the  trustees,  who  stated  that  the  trustees 
were  willing  to  lease  to  the  corporation  all  tbc^ 
market  rights,  ht.  for  a  period  of  99  years  at  a  sum  of 
150/.  per  annum,  and  the  town  clerk  was  consequendy 
instructed  to  write  to  the  agent  to  the  trustees  and  in- 
quire  if  the  terms  mentioned  were  correct,  and  to  state 
that  if  so  the  committee  were  disposed  to  recommend 
the  council  to  sanction  the  same.  No  reply  was  re« 
cei  ved  to  this  letter,  and  a  similar  letter  wiis  efooX  •  to 
the  agent  on  the  24th  of  March  1886,  in  answer  to 
which  it  was  stated  that  the.  trnstees  were  wilHhg  to 
lease  their  market  rights  for  a  period  of  99  years  for 
the  sum  of  200/.  per  annum,  conditionally  on  the  <^or- 
poration  expending  a  sum  not  less  than  2,500/.  in  the 
erection  of  a  market  hall,  A;c.,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
trustees  The  terms  named  'being  so  much  in  excess 
of  those  stated  by  the  mayor,  the  committee  asked  the 
trustees  to  grant  them  an  interview  in  oitier  tJiat,  if 
possible,  better  terms  might  be  arrived  at.  The  tms* 
tees,  however,  stated  that  the  sum  fixed  was  that  named 
by  their  valuer,  and  they  had  not  the  power  to  go 
behind  this  sum,  as  he  wto  the  valuer  appointed  by  this 
Court  of  Chancery. 

5753.  Did  the  corporation  accept  the  term^ 
offered  ? — Not  being  able  to  get  any  better  terms  they 
passed  a  resolution  on  the  5th  of  May  1886  accepting 
the  terms  proposed,  and  accordingly  instructions  were 
given  by  the  trustees  to  their  solicitor  to  prepare  9aA 
submit  for  approval  a  draft  of  an  agreement  for  the 
proposed  lease,  which  draft  was  received  on  the  23rd 
of  March  1887,  fand  approved  subject  to  certain 
alterations  which,  however,  were  never  made.  Then 
en  the  1st  of  June  1887  the  markets  and  fidus 
committee  reported  to  the  council  the  steps  whieh 
l^  been  taken  in  furtherance  of  the  proposed  lease, 
and  submitted  the  advisability  of  waiting  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Market 
Rights  and  Tolls,  before  proceeding  further  in  settling 
the  terms  of  the  agreement,  the  result  being  that  the 
matter  was  practically  postponed  for  the  time  being. 
'  5754.  What  was  the  next  step  ? — On  the  22nd  of 
SiBptember  1887,  a  notice  to  quit  and  deliver  up  to 
the  trustees  the  market  tolls,  &c.,  at  the  end  of  the 
then  current  year,  namely  the  5th  of  April  1888,  was 
served  on  the  mayor  and  town  clerk.  It  was  stated 
by  the  agent  to  tbe  trustees,  to  the  deputation  from 
the  council  who  waited  upon  him,  that  the  object  of 
tHe  trustees  in  giving  the  corporation  notice  to  quit 
was  to  ascertain  without  delay  whether  the  corpoi-a- 
tion  really  intended  to  complete  the  n^otiations  for 
a  lease  of  the  tolls  or  to  give  up  the  same. 

5755.  What  was  the  next  step  ? — In  consequence  of 
a  statement  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  markets  and 
ftfirs  committee  held  on  the  10th  January  1887,  that 
the  Earl  Dysart  was  willing,  with  the  consent  of  the 
trustees,  to  sdl  the  tolls  and  market  rights  to  the 
corporation  at  a  valuation,  the  price  to  be  agread  upon 
by  two  valuers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  l£e  trustees 
and  the  other  by  the  corporation,  and  in  case  of 
djisagreement  to  be  referred  to  the  decision  of  an 
avbitrator,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  lease  the  market 
hall  and  adjoining  property  to  the  corporation  for 
99  years  upon  terms  to  be  agreed  upon  in  the  same 
way  as  the  purchase  of  the  tolls,  the  council  on  the 
16th  January  1888,  resolved  that  they  were  MrHling 
arid  desirous  of  purchasing  the  market  rights  tlpon 
these  terms.  And  they  also  resolved  that  in  case  the 
iparket    rights  were    purchased,    tlmt    they    ^ould' 
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purohase  land  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
narket  house  and  other  conveniences  for  holding  a 
market.  Up  to  this  time  the  council  were  given  to 
understand  that  the  trustees  had  no  power,  and  in  (aH 
were  prcdiibited,  und^r  the  will  of  the  late  Earl  Dysart 
from  selling  the  tolls  outright. 

5756.  I  understand  jou  to  mean  in  making  that 
statement  that  the  corporation  would  have  been 
prepared  to  make  an  otfer  to  purchase,  the  market 
rights,  only  they  understood  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  Huoh  an  offer  being  accepted  ?-*-Ju8t  so, 

5757*  What  step  did  the  council  then  proceed  to 
take  ?  —  Ck>pies  of  these  resolutions  having  been 
forwarded  to  the  trustees,  ,a  lettw  was  received  in 
reply  from  the  agent  of  Earl  Dysart,  and  the  councril 
cm,  the  17th  March  18H8,  were  xecom^^^ded  by  the 
Djarkets  and  fairs  committee  to  accept  the  terms 
mentioned  therein  as  the  basis  of  an  agreement.  The 
matter  was,  however,  adjourned  untU  the  following 
meeting  of  the  council  on  the  4th  of  April  1888,  when 
it  was  proposed  and  seconded  th&t  the  tolls  be  pur- 
chased upon  the  terms  mentioned.  On  the  proposition 
beii^  put  to  the  meeting  seven  (nemben^  voted  in 
iavoor  thereof  and  eight  against,  and  it  was  tberetord 
declared  lost.  By  the  standing  orders  of  the  council 
the  matter  cannot  again  be  brought  forward  until  the 
expiration  of  six  months. 

5758.  Then  the  matter  stands  in  this  way  at 
present,  that  an  ofier  of  sale  was  made  by  the  trustees 
of  Lord  Dysart,  that  seven  members  ,of  the  corpora- 
tion out  of  15  were  in  favour  of  accepting  it,  the 
resdution  that  the  tolls  should  be  purchased  on  the 
terms  mentioned  being  lo»t  by  a  majority  of  one  ?-^ 
Just  so. 

5759.  It  comes  to  this,  that  the  trustees  were  will- 
ing to  sell  absolutely  their  market  rights,  but  not  to 
srll  land  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  market 
house  ? — Yes. 

5760.  But  they  were  willing  to  lease  for  99  years 
land  and  buildings  for  the  purpose  ?-— Just  so,  but  only 
on  certain  conditions. 

5761.  Have  any  further  steps  been  taken  by  the 
trustees  in  negotiating  with  the  council  ? — No  further 
steps  have  been  taken  by  the  trustees  in  negotiating 
with  the  council ;  but  seven  members  oi  the  council 
who  were  in  the  minority  have  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment to  take  the  tolls  on  a  yearly  tenancy  for  the  sum 
of  200/.  per  annum,  the  trustees  undertaking  to  erect  a 
market  house  at  their  own  expense,  the  tenants  to  pay 
4  per  cent,  upon  the  outlay. 

5762.  That  arrangement  has  been  entered  into  by 
the  seven  members  composing  the  minority  in  their 
private  and  individual  capacity  ? — Just  so. 

5763.  They  have  no  power  of  course  to  bind  the 
council  ?— Not  at  all. 

5764.  And  there  the  matter  stands  at  present  ? — 
There  the  matter  stands  at  present. 

5765.  Have  the  market  rights  of  Lord  Dysart's 
trustees  been  in  any  way  defined  by  them  ? — Not  at 
all  ;  all  they  say  is,  we  have  power  to  take  tolls 
throughout  the  borough  of  Grantham. 

5766.  They  do  not  say  upon  what  ? — ^No. 

'    5767.  Do  they  state  what  the  amount  of  the  tolls  is 
which  they  are  authorised  to  take  ? — No,  they  do  not ; 
in  fati,  I  may  say,  I  do  not  think  they  take  tolls  at  all. 
5766.  You  said  that  in  1769  certain  tolls  were  taken 
by  thef  corporation  which  are  not  now  taken  ? — Yos. 

5969.  Is  there  any  i  ecord  when  the  last  toU  was 
taken  ? — I  cannot  find  any  after  the  vear  1759. 

.  5(770.  Is  it  the  fact  that  within  the  last  20  years 
the  corporation  have  erected  a  building  upon  land 
belonging  to  Earl  Dysart  in  which  butter  and  eggs  are 
sold  ?— Yes. 

5771.  There  is  a  toll  charged,  as  I  understand,  upon 
admission  to  that  building  ?« — Yes,  on  articles  admitted 
into  the  place.  v 

5772.  That,  I  apprehend,  is  not  so  much  in  the 
natnre  of  a  toll,  properly  speaking,  as  of  a  rent  ? — It  is 
a  toll. 

5773.  It  is  a  payment  for  Uie  right  of  using  the 
t)uildiug,  is  not  it  ? — A  toll  may  be  for,  admission  into 


a  place ;  it  is  not  a  charge  made  on  every  one  or  on 
every  article,  it  is  on  so  many  baskets*  and  so  forth, 
sold ;  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  t<^. 

5774.  The  charge  does  ngt  rest  upon  anv  alleged 
right  in  the  owners  of  the  market  to  take  toU,  but  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  building  ? — I  should  say  that 
would  be  so. 

5775.  What  are  the  charges  made  in  the  market  ? — 
Stallage  and  rent  of  ground  are  the  only  charges  made 
in  the  market ;  no  tolls  are  taken  at  all. 

5776.  Is  there  any  charge  made  for  beasts  offered 
for  sale  in  tlie  cattle  market  ? — No,  none  at  all. 

.5777.  Where  is  the  cattle  market  held  ?— The  cattle 
market  is  held  in  the  public  streets.  Adjoi|ung  the 
market  place  is  a  street  called  Westgate,  in  the  broad 
part  of  which  the  beasts  and  sheep  are  sold. 

5778.  Has  the  public  market  for  the  sale  of  cattle 
and  sheep  been  interfered  with  by  competition,  bj 
the  establishment  of  a  private  market  ? — Yes,  a  private 
market  has  been  established  for  the  sale  by  auction  of 
beasts  and  sheep  ^  practically  this  has  done  away  with 
the  market  in  the  streets  with  the  exception  of  fair 
time. 

5779.  1  presume  doing  away  with  the  cattle  market 
iu  the  street  is  a  convenience  to  the  inhabitants^  ?— 
Personally  1  should  say  it  is  a  great  improvement. 
At  the  same  time,  when  it  was  proposed  to  move  it 
once  before  to  a  field  the  whole  of  the  people  in  the 
street  were  up  iu  arms  against  the  removal  of  it  as 
being  detrimental  to  the  trade. 

5780.  If  I  rightly  understand  the  statement  you 
have  laid  before  us  the  annual  rent  of  the  tolls  is  raised 
nearlv  fourfold  ? — Yes. 

5781.  From  58/.  to  211/.  ?— Yes. 

5782.  The  effect  of  that,  I  presume,  would  be  to 
compel  the  new  company  to  raise  the  rates  and  charges 
for  stallage? — Just  so.  Since  the  company  have 
taken  possession  (last  Saturday  was  their  first  day) 
they  have  already  gone  beyond  the  public  market 
place  and  put  stalls  in  Westgate,  for  which  they  have 
made  a  charge. 

5783.  These  seven  gentlemen  by  coming  to  this  agree- 
ment with  the  trustees  have  shown  that  in  their 
opinion  the  tolls  are  worth  200/.  to  Lord  Dysart  ? — 
They  have  done  so. 

57^.  They  have  undertaken  to  pay  that  sum  It-^ 
They  have  undertaken  to  pay  that  sum. 

5785.  And  it  must,  therefore,  now  be  assumed  that 
that  is  the  market  value  of  the  tolls  ?— Yes,  I  syppose 
80 ;  but  I  think  they  will  suffer  a  loss.  The  only  way 
for  them  to  get  a  return  of  that  200/.  would  be  to  raise 
the  charge  for  the  stallage,  or,  as  they  are  doing  now, 
to  extend  the  market. 

5786.  We  may  assume  that  in  the  ev^it  of  a  pur- 
chase either  by  agreement  or  by  compulsion,  the  fact 
of  the  rent  having  been  so  raised  would  influence  the 
arbitrators  in  fixing  the  purchase  price  ? — Yes.  They 
raise  the  rent  from  58/.,  which  was  the  rent  they 
agreed  to  take  in  1871,  to  200/. 

5787.  Is  there  any  such  increase  in  the  business 
done  as  to  justify  that  rise  in  the  amount  of  the  rent 
demanded  by  the  trustees  ? — The  gross  income  from 
the  tolls,  I  think,  is  about  300/.,  that  would  be  for 
stallage ;  therefore  if  they  pay  200/.  for  rent  it  only 
leaves  them  100/.  with  which  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
working  the  market  and  so  forth,  and  then  they  would 
have  to  pay  an  increased  rate  on  the  rental.  We  are 
only  rated  now  at  58/. ;  they  would  naturally  be  rated 
upon  200/.,  and  therefore  to  pay  them  they  must  raise 
the  charge  for  stallage. 

5788.  Up  to  this  time  have  there  been  any  com- 
plaints as  to  the  market  regulations  operating  in 
restriction  of  trade  ? — No,  none  at  all. 

5789.  Is  the  accommodation  of  the  market  con- 
sidered sufficient  ? — ^No,  not  quite,  because  the  market 
lately  has  been  overflowing  for  the  sale  of  consumable 
articles,  and  those  gentlemen,  on  the  authority  of  the 
cabe  of  the  Attomey-Greneral  v.  Homer  tried  a  short 
time  ago,  are  making  charges  for  stalls  outside  the 
market  proper.  ^^  j 
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5790.  I  presume  we  may  infer  that  the  authorities 
jou  represent  ai*e  in  favour  of  obtaining  compulsory 
power  to  purchase  these  market  rights  ? — Decidedly ; 
they  would  not  have  entered  into  that  agreement  in 
the  first  place  only  they  were  the  only  terms  they 
could  get. 

5791.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  to  define  the 
market  rights,  to  ascertain  what  they  are  or  how  far 
they  extend? — Yes;  in  September  1885  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  agent  to  the  Earl  Dysart  to  the  following 
effect : — "  Dear  Sir,—  The  committee  appointed  by  the 
**  town  council  of  Grantham  to  inquire  into  the 
"  question  of  markets  and  tolls  understand  from  the 
"  mayor  that  the  trustees  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
"  Earl  of  Dysart,  the  lords  for  the  time  being  of  the 
"*  manor  of  Grantham  are  willing  to  lease  to  the  cor- 
''  poration  all  the  market  rights,  and  rights  to  levy, 
^*  collect,  and  receive  tolls,  dues,  duties,  rents,  stallage, 
"  pickage,  and  poundage  within  the  borough,  as  also 
**  certain  land  and  buildings  thereon  as  shown  on  the 
**  plan  forwarded  to  you  on  the  10th  day  of  August 
"  last,  and  coloured  red  thereon,  for  a  period  of  99 
**  years,  at  the  sum  of  150/.  per  annum.  Before 
"  further  considering  the  question  the  committee 
"  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  if  the  terms  mentioned 
^  above  are  correct  ?  Assuming  they  are,  the  com- 
"  mittee  are  disposed  to  recommend  the  council  to 
**  sanction  the  same.  The  committee  would  be  glad 
"  to  be  informed  to  what  area  the  trustees'  right 
^*  extends  in  the  borough  to  take  stallages,  rente,  and 
*'  tolls  in  respect  of  the  use  by  any  person  of  the 
*^  market."  No  reply  was  received  to  that  letter,  and 
I  wrote  again  after  some  time  to  the  agent,  setting 
forth  the  same  terms,  and  then  the  letter  goes  on  : 
"  Assuming  they  are "  (that  is  to  say,  assuming  the 
trustees  are  willing  to  lease  to  the  corporation  the 
market  rights  and  so  on  on  those  terms)  **  the  com- 
"  mittee  are  disposed  to  recommend  the  council  to 
"  sanction  the  same.  An  early  reply  will  oblige,  as 
"  the  market  hall  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition 
*'  and  requires  something  doing  to  it  at  once  to  render 
"  it  fit  for  use.  The  committee  will  be  glad  to  be 
*•  informed  to  what  area  the  trustees'  right  extends  in 
"  the  borough  to  take  stallages,  rents,  and  tolls  in 
"  respect  of  the  use  by  any  person  of  the  market."  In 
answer  to  that  the  agent  wrote,  **  I  have  shown  to  the 
"  trustees  of  the  late  Earl  of  Dysart  your  letter  to  me 
"  of  March  26th,  1886,  and  they  would  be  willing  to 
*^  lease  to  the  coiporation  of  the  borough  of  Grantham, 
"  for  a  period  of  99  years,  their  market  rights  as 
''  specified  in  the  first  paragraph  of  your  said  letter, 
"  for  the  sum  of  200/.  per  yew.  The  above  offer  is 
'*  on  the  condition  that  the  corporation  expend  a  sura 
''  of  not  less  than  2,500/.  in  the  erection  of  a  market 
**  hall,  &c.  to  the  satisfiictiou  of  the  trustees.  Of 
'*  course  plans  will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  said 
''  trustees.  The  trustees  believe  that  their  right  to 
"  take  stallage,  Ac.  extends  to  the  whole  borough." 
That  is  the  only  answer  we  got  from  them.  At  an 
interview  with  the  agent  of  the  Honourable  F.  J. 
Tollemache  that  question  was  asked  again,  but  they 
simply  said  that  they  had  a  right  to  take  stallage 
throughout  the  bomugh. 

5792.  Then,  in  fact,  you  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  rights  you  propose  to  buy  ? 
— No.  We  know  how  far  the  original  market  ex- 
tended, and  we  know  they  have  power  to  charge 
stallage.  There  are  no  tolls  in  the  borough  of 
Grantham. 

5793.  (Mr.  Childers.)  What  is  the  date  of  th,e 
incorporation  of  Grantham  as  a  borough  ? — I  find  the 
following  8tat<3ment  in  Street's  Grantham  :  **  Grantham 
**  was  fli*8t  made  a  corporate  town  by  charter  of  the 
*'  second  year  of  Edwanl  IV.,  1463.  This  charter 
**  constituted  Grantham  a  free  borough."  I  venture 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  commission  to  the  following 
extra<*.t  from  the  charter  of  Edward  the  Fourth :  **  We 
*'  have  granted  also,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant 
*^  tor  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  said  now  alderman 
**  and  burgesses,  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  that 
"*  they  and  every  of  them  shall  be  ii  ee  of  toll,  pannage. 


*'  and  pontage,  carriage,  murage,  passage,  pagage, 
"  lastage,  st^lage,  tallage,  barbicage,  terrage,  scot 
''  and  lot,  hidage  and  scntage,  in  all  cities,  boroughs, 
*^  towns  or  hamlets,  lordships  and  other  places,  as 
"  well  by  land  as  by  water  throughout  our  whole 
**  kingdom  of  England  and  principality."  Therefor© 
that  seems  to  ftee  the  bui^gesses  of  the  borough  of 
Grantham  from  either  stallage  or  tolls.  How  that  has 
come  to  be  of  no  efi^ect  I  cannot  find  out. 

5794.  {Sir  Thomas  dfartinean.)  Your  corporation 
have  been  the  antiual  tenants  of  the  tolls  firom  the  year 
1871  till  this  spring  ?— Yes. 

5795.  And  I  gather  that  during  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  that  time,  they  have  been  anxioos 
to  be  the  owners  or  lessees  ot  the  markets  ? — ^Yes, 
because  the  duties  and  the  powers  of  the  trustees  were 
so  ill  defined  that  we  wanted  to  have  a  proper  settle- 
ment with  them* 

5796.  I  suppose  the  first  point  was  you  wanted  an 
enlarged  tenure  ?  —  Yes.  In  order  that  we  might 
allot  the  market  out  properly,  and  have  proper  charges ; 
at  the  present  time  there  is  no  list  of  charges  stuck 
op.  In  most  places  you  will  find  they  have  a  charge 
for  so  much  per  foot  of  stall  and  so  forth,  but  there  is 
nothing  of  that  at  all  in  Grantham,  some  pay  3d. ; 
some  6d, ;  some  Is,  6d, ;  some  2«.,  and  some  Ss,  for 
stalb.     We  wanted  to  put  that  on  a  proper  footing. 

5797.  Your  main  object  was  to  remedy  ^ults  in 
the  administration  of  the  markets  ? — Just  so. 

5798.  Which  you  thought  would  be  rectified  if 
they  were  in  the  hands  of  the  body  representing  the 
inhabitants? — Yes;  and  also  we  thought  we  should 
improve  the  trade  of  the  town  by  making  a  proper 
market,  and  building  a  proper  hall  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  buyers  and  sellers. 

5799.  Suppose  your  negotiations  which  were  going 
on  in  1886  and  previously,  had  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out,  you  would  have  constructed  a  proper 
market  house,  should  you  ? — Yes. 

5800.  Have  there  been  many  complaints  in  the 
town  about  the  insufficiency  of  the  provision  made 
for  markets  ?— The  people  hold  them  in  the  streets, 
if  you  build  a  hall  I  do  not  think  you  would  get  the 
people  to  go  into  that  hall,  they  prefer  standing  in 
the  open  streets  to  going  into  a  covered  hall. 

5801.  If  that  is  so,  how  was  it  that  the  corporation 
contemplated  erecting  a  hall  ? — They  were  proposing 
to  put  up  a  new  hall  moi*e  for  tbe  accommodation  of 
the  people  in  the  present  tumble  down  place,  that  is  to 
say,  people  selling  butter  and  eggs. 

5802.  Have  there  been  many  complaints  as  to  the 
management  of  the  markets  ? — No,  none  at  all  have 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

5803.  Suppose  you  had  obtained  a  lease  in  1886  on 
the  terms  that  were  then  the  basis  of  the  negotiation, 
you  would  at  all  events  have  avoided  the  difficulty 
you  are  in  now  of  this  company  having  agreed  to  pay 
a  higher  rent  for  the  tolls  ? — We  had  a  change  in  the 
council,  and  the  new  council  wanted  to  knock  the 
proposal  to  purchase  on  the  head,  because  they 
thought  the  terms  were  too  high,  and  they  could  not 
see  their  way  dear  in  carrying  out  the  purchase  on 
the  terms  proposed. 

5804.  Did  the  change  in  the  council  take  place  in 
consequence  of  the  unpopnlarity  of  those  negotiations  ? 
— ^No,  I  think  not.  These  negotiations  that  were 
going  on  with  Lord  Dysart  were  kept  rather  in  the 
dark. 

5805.  It  was  not  with  reference  to  the  marketo 
that  the  change  took  place  ? — No. 

5806.  {Mr,  Elton,)  I  understood  you  to  siiy  that  as 
far  as  you  have  studied  the  history  of  this  place  you 
found  that  the  market  was  originally  all  over  the 
whole  borough  ? — Not  the  market  ;  I  said  the  right  to 
tak^  tolls  extended  throughout  the  borough  of  Gran- 
tham. The  right  of  market  really  would  be  confined 
to  the  market  place. 

5807.  It  might  or  might  not ;  you  need  not  assume 
that  there  could  not  be  a  market  all  over  a  town ; 
however  you  do  not  think  that  was  the-Hsase  here5W-I 
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should  say  certainly  not,  though  the  right  to  take  toll 
exteii(kd  no  doubt  throughout  the  borough. 

5808.  1  anderstand  that  the  view  that  the  lord  of 
the  manor  takes  is  that  the  market  rights  extend  over 
the  whole  borough? — Yea,  he  says  they  extend  over 
the  whole  borough  ;  1  say  no.  Stallage  is  an  incident 
of  the  soil,  and  the  ovntT  of  the  soil  is  entitled  to  it,  of 
common  rig! it,  therefore  where  there  has  l>een  a  grant 
of  a  market  the  owner  of  the  soil  may  charge  for 
stallage  without  any  express  grant  or  statutory  autho- 
rity. Stallages  are  charged  lor  the  occupation  of  the 
soil  not  for  articles  sold  in  the  market,  and  no  stallage 
could  be  charged  for  the  occupation  of  soil  outside  the 
market. 

5809.  The  question  in  my  mind  wtis  how  far  does 
the  mai'kct  extend  ? — Stallage  may  extend  to  markets 
ouly,  whereas  tolls  may  be  taken  cliroughont  the 
borough. 

5810.  With  regard  to  stallage  the  usual  rule  is  tiiat 
there  must  be  room  enough  loft  for  people  wanting 
to  attend  the  market  who  do  not  want  stalls ;  is  this 
attended  to  in  your  borough  ? — The  whole  market 
place  is  covered  with  stalls  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  portion  upon  which  pots  are  deposited  for  sale. 

5811.  Crowded  up  with  stalls? — Yes. 

5812.  You  said  something  about  a  payment  which 
you  thought  was  a  toll,  but  do  you  know  whether  it  is 
a  toil  in  the  seuse  of  being  an  ancient  payment  that  is 
distrainable  for  ? — Certainly  it  is  not  an  ancient  pay- 
ment. The  toll  that  I  was  referring  to  is  taken  at  the 
butter  hall  which  was  built  by  the  corpomtion 
within  20  years. 

5813.  Do  you  know  that  a  market  can  be  changed 
from  place  to  place  within  a  large  area  very  often  ? — 
But  that  is  not  the  ca^e  here. 

5814.  You  say  tliis  is  a  toll.  A  toll  is  a  thing  you 
can  distrain  for,  as  I  understand  ?  —  And  tolls  are 
rateable.  A  toll  can  be  in  the  shape  of  admission 
into  a  place. 

5815.  You  mean  a  toll  thorough  ? — Yes. 

5816-  Y'ou  read  an  extract  from  a  charter  in  the 
usual  form  excepting  the  burgesses  from  tolls ;  are  you 
aware  tlmt  that  is  (he  form  used  for  exempting  citi- 


zens and  burgesses  from  tolls,  not  in  their  own  town 
but  in  other  places  when  they  are  travelling  in  other 
parts  of  England  ?  —  it  says  throughout  our  whoie 
kingdom. 

5317.  Let  us  test  it  by  this.  They  are  to  be  freed 
from  scot  and  lot.  You  could  hardly  suppose  it  was 
intended  to  free  them  from  scot  and  lot  of  their  own 
borough,  if  it  was  so  intended  the  borough  could 
not  go  on.  Does  not  that  lead  one  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  wa$  intended  by  the  charter  that  these  favoured 
burgesses  should  be  free  when  they  travelled  to  other 
places,  that  being  a  very  usual  form  of  exemption  ?— 
It  says  in  all  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  and  so  on, 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  including,  as  I  should 
suppose,  their  own  borough. 

5818.  {Mr.  Harwood)  You  said  the  lord  of  the 
manor  may  take  toll  all  over  the  town.  Do  you  know 
that  the  lord  of  the  manor  is  entitled  to  take  toll  at 
all,  and  to  what  extent  ? — I  have  not  seen  the  grant 
of  the  manor,  though  I  have  asked  to  look  at  it. 

5819.  How  do  you  know  there  was  any  grant  of 
the  manor? — I  have  got  ic  from  ancient  documents. 
The  corporation  accepted  a  lease  of  those  tolls,  and  so 
forth,  in  1755  from  the  then  owner,  the  Duke  of 
Portland. 

5820.  Have  you  asked  for  the  grant  to  show  you 
the  authority  for  taking  the  tolls  and  the  extent  to 
which  they  could  be  taken  ? — ^Yes. 

5821.  Does  not  it  raise  suspicion  in  your  mind  that 
there  is  no  such  authority  ?  —  We  certainly  have 
thought  so  once  or  twice ;  at  the  same  time,  when  the 
corporation  accepted  a  lease  in  1755  from  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  that  is  pretty  good  presumptive  evidence 
that  the  lor<I  of  the  manor  had  the  power. 

5822.  {Mr,  Little)  Do  you  know  what  the  charges 
are  at  the  private  stock  market  ? — They  do  not  make 
any  charge  there. 

5823.  Except  for  selling  ? — Except  for  selling. 

5824.  There  are  no  charges  for  entrance? — If 
there  had  been  a  chai*ge  for  entrance  that  would  have 
been  a  toll ;  that  private  market  belongs  to  Earl 
Dysart,  and  he  proposed  on  selling  the  tolls  to  reserve 
that  market  to  himself. 


Mr. 
A.B  Malm, 

11  May  1B88. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


SiE  JAMES  CORBY  here  took  the  Chair. 
Mr.  John  A.  Tolon  examined. 


5825.  {Chairman.)  You  come  here  as  representing 
the  Rochdale  Hawkers'  Association  to  put  before  us 
some  ffrievances  which  the  hawkers  of  Rochdale  are 
under  ? — I  do. 

5826.  Are  you  a  hawker  yourself  ? — Yes. 

5827.  Have  you  been  resident  in  Rochdale  many 
years  ? — About  36  years. 

5828.  Previously  to  1887  did  the  market  company 
ifisiie  licenses  to  hawkers  ? — They  did ;  in  1875.  I 
believe,  they  commenced  issuing  these  licenses. 

5829.  Before  that  time  how  was  hawking  regulated  ? 
— Hawking  was  going  on  as  usual,  but  they  found  out 
that  there  was  so  much  of  it  going  on  that  they  thought 
they  ought  to  have  a  little  jurisdiction  over  the  matter, 
and  they  commenced  issuing  what  they  called  licenses 
first;  and  whether  they  thought  by  the  word 
"  license  '*  they  were  coming  under  the  Inland  Revenue 
or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  they  changed  the  word 
"license"  to  the  word  "permit,"  and  from  the  word 
« permit"  they  afterwaixls  changed  it  to  the  word 
"  certificate."  It  is  for  you  to  decide  whether  there 
is  any  difference  between  "  license  "  or  "  certificate  *' 
cr  **  permit." 

5830.  What  did  they  do  prior  to  1875  ?— The 
hawkers  used  to  hawk  as  usual,  and  the  market  com- 
pany used  to  summons  them  a  good  deal.  1  have 
here  a  map  of  Rochdale  as  it  was  in  1822  {handing 
in  the  map).  1  have  also  another  map  showing  the 
extension  of  the  borough  {hawling  it  in.) 

5831.  Do  I  rightly  understand  that  prior  to  1875 
hawking    was  allowed  by  the  market    company  ? — 

U     56730. 


They  used  to  summon  people  for  hawking,  but  there 
was  no  license  or  anything  of  tlie  sort. 

5832.  From  1875  to  1887  they  issued  either  licenses 
or  permits  or  certificates  which  enabled  you  and  other 
hawkers  to  go  and  hawk  ? — That  is  so. 

5833.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  why  it  was  that 
in  1887  they  withdrew  thiit  license  or  certificate  or 
permit  ? — The  only  reason  1  suppose  was  this,  that  they 
thought  they  were  not  acting  legally  in  issuing  these 
things.  In  fact  then*  counsel  admitted  in  the  court 
tliat  they  violated  the  law  by  issuing  these  certificates, 
and  so  they  withdrew  them,  which  was  a  hardship  on 
the  hawkers  of  Rochdale  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
taking  these  licenses,  some  of  whom  had  gone  to  great 
expense  in  purchasing  horses  and  carts,  those  that  had 
the  money,  and  those  that  had  not  sufficient  money 
borrowed  it,  and  it  saved  many  of  them  from  going  to 
the  parish.  Mr.  Cattingham,  their  counsel,  admitted 
to  the  court  at  Rochdale  that  they  had  violated  the  law 
by  issuing  these  licenses ;  when  they  found  they  had 
done  so  they  withdrew  them  without  a  moment's  notice 
to  the  hawkei's. 

5834.  You  say  their  counsel  admitted  in  court  they 
were  acting  illegally ;  was  that  in  a  case  in  which  they 
had  prosecuted  a  hawker  for  hawking  without  a 
license  ? — Yes,  in  a  case  where  they  had  prosecuted  a 
hawker  who  had  been  hawking  in  a  place  which  he 
supposed  to  be  beyond  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
market  company  according  to  the  map.  They  claimed 
to  have  the  right  of  market  over  the  whole  town  and 
pal  i.nh  of  Rochdale ;  whereas,  as  we  say,  they  ouly  had 


J. 


Mr. 
A.  Tohn. 
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Mr,  it  according  to  the  borough  as  shown  in  the  old  map  I 

./.  A.  Tolon,    have  put  before  you.     By  the  sanction  of  the  magis- 

r trates  our  chief  constable  has  made  out  a  return  of  all 

;1I  May  1888.  ^^^^^^  ^^^,  people  who  were  prosecuted,  which  I  will 
hand  in  (handing  it  in.)  The  magistrates  recommended 
after  they  withdrew  the  certificates  that  we  should 
come  to  some  nrrangement  with  the  market  company ; 
we  did  all  in  our  power  to  do  so  according  to  the 
magistrates'  recommendation,  but  on  no  consideration 
would  they  come  to  any  conclusion  to  issue  any  further 
permits  or  licenses. 

5835.  Is  hawking  prohibited  now  in  Rochdale? — 
It  is. 

5836.  Absolutely  prohibited? — Absolutely  prohi- 
bited, but  still  we  are  going  on ;  there  is  a  good  dea!  of 
it  going  on  just  the  same,  but  we  formed  an  association 
and  drew  up  a  code  of  rules  partly  according  to  tlie 
recommendations  of  the  magisttates,  under  which  the 
members  of  the  association  are  required  to  keep  a  cer- 
tain distance  away  from  the  market. 

5837.  Are  you,  under  the  present  system,  prevented 
from  carrying  on  your  business  in  the  way  you  were 
doing  prior  to  1 887  ? — Yes,  and  all  the  other  hawkers 
besides. 

5838.  What  you  wish  us  to  understand,  I  presume, 
is  this,  that  the  market  company  claim  now  that  they 
have  control  over  the  extended  borough  of  Kochdale? 
— They  do  claim  that. 

5839.  And  you  and  the  other  hawkers  dispute  that  ? 
—We  do. 

5840.  It  is  a  private  company  that  has  the  control 
of  the  markets  and  not  the  corporation  ? — That  is  so. 
The  members  of  the  town  council  are  in  favour  of 
our  going  through  the  borough  and  suppl3dng  them 
with  provisions  as  well  as  anybody  else,  because  it  is  a 
great  convenience.  Suppose  you  lived  outside  London, 
away  from  Billingsgate  or  Coven t  Garden,  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  for  you  to  have  this  stuff  brought 
to  your  doors,  you  would  get  it  as  cheap  as  in  the 
market  and  save  yourself  trouble. 

5841.  Your  case  is  that  the  inhabitants  of  Rochdale 
are  not  so  well  served  now  as  they  were  previously  to 
1887  ?— Tliey  are  not. 

5842.  Are  you  aware  whether  any  complaints  have 
been  made  to  the  Kochdale  Markets  Company  on  that 
subject  ? — I  am  not. 

5843.  Y^ou  say  that  hawking  still  goes  on  notwith- 
standing these  licenses  have  been  withdrav/n  ? — It  is 
going  on. 

5844.  Have  you  been  summoned  by  the  market 
company  ? — Yes,  you  will  find  my  name  in  that  paper 
that  I  have  handed  in.  The  matU^r  being  brought  up 
so  frequently  before  the  magistrates,  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  place  of  fining  the  hawkers  5s.  or 
lOs.  with  costs,  they  would  fine  them  only  U.  without 
costs. 

5845.  A  large  number  of  those  summonses  were 
prior  to  1887?— Yes. 

5846.  So  that  these  summonses  have  not  originated 
since  1887  ? — No,  many  of  them  were  before  1887. 
Some  of  these  men  that  were  prosecuted  were  without 
arms,  and  some  of  them  without  legs,  and  some  of  them 
very  old,  they  were  people  quite  unfit  to  get  their 
living  at  ordinary  work. 

5847.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  the 
owners  of  shops  in  Rochdale  have  complained  of  your 
hawking  things  in  the  streets? — I  believe  they  did 
complain  about  it  some  time  ago,  but  I  have  not  heard 
of  that  lately. 

5848.  {Sir  Thanuzs  Martineau.)  I  understand  you 
to  Fsy  you  have  an  association  of  hawkers  ? — Yes,  we 
have  formed  an  association  within  the  last  12  months 
only. 

6849.  Do  you  hold  office  in  the  association  t — I  do 
not.     I  am  a  member  of  the  association. 

5850.  Do  you  come  here  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee of  that  association  ? — Yes. 

5851.  How  many  hawkers  are  there  in  the  associa- 
tion ? — 36  would  be  the  outside. 

5852.  There  are  a  great  many  more  hawkers  out- 
side the  association  than  there  are  in  it  ? — Yes. 


5853.  Do  you  think  the  memberb  of  your  associa- 
tion have  the  seme  interests  and  the  same  wishes  as 
those  outside  the  association  ? — They  have ;  they  derive 
the  same  benefits  by  the  proceedings  which  we  have 
taken  as  we  do. 

5854.  You  come  before  us  representing  the  Roch- 
dale Hawkers'  Association,  and  I  want  to  know  how 
far  you  represt^nt  the  general  body  of  hawkers ;  do 
the  hawkers  who  belong  to  your  association  stand  in 
any  different  position  to  the  hawkers  outside  the 
association  ? — Not  at  all. 

5855.  Do  most  of  you  reside  inside  Rochdale  or 
outside  ? — All  inside  the  borough. 

5856.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  you  provide  yourselves 
with  the  provisions  which  you  sell  in  Rochdale  at  the 
Manchester  Market  ? — I  do  myself,  and  a  good  many 
of  them  do,  because  the  provisions  are  not  brought 
into  Rochdale  that  would  be  quite  suitable,  for,  I 
might  say,  you  gentlemen.  What  you  might  call  the 
most  respectable  of  the  hawkers  go  to  the  Manchester 
Market,  where  they  can  get  a  good  choice  of  what 
they  want. 

5857.  All  the  better  class  goods  sold  in  Rochdale 
by  hawkers  come  from  the  Manchester  Market,  and 
not  from  the  Rochdale  Market  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  In 
Rochdale  they  would  not  get  the  fresh  fish  or  fresh 
vegetables  that  come  in  in  the  morning ;  they  would 
have  to  have  what  came  in  yesterday  or  go  without. 

5858.  Is  not  it  also  the  fact  that  the  stallkeepers  in 
Rochdale  Market  are  supplied  from  the  Manchester 
Market  ? — It  is. 

5859.  So  that  there  is  a  common  source  of  supply 
for  the  hawkers  in  the  streets  and  the  stallkeepere  in 
the  market  ? — That  is  so. 

5860.  The  fines  have  been  reduced,  you  say,  till 
they  liave  come  down  to  a  shilling  without  costs  ? — 
So  many  cases  were  brought  before  the  magistrau^s 
that  they  became  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  thing, 
and  they  recommended  us  to  see  if  we  could  make 
any  arrangements  with  the  market  company  so  that 
we  might  make  our  livings  as  before.  There  have 
been  several  deputations  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
company,  but  they  say  they  will  not  issue  any  more 
certificates  on  any  account.  Since  the  magistrates 
have  given  over  fining  these  people  more  than  a  shil- 
ling without  costs,  and  knowing  this  Commission  was 
sitting,  they  have  not  prosecuted  any  during  the  last 
few  months. 

5861.  I  see  there  were  three  convictions  in  January ; 
do  you  think  there  have  been  any  since  ? — I  think 
there  have,  but  I  will  not  be  positive. 

5862.  But  the  cases  have  become  fewer  and  lewer  ? 
— They  have  become  fewer  and  fewer  on  account  of 
the  magistrates  only  fining  them  a  shilling  without 
costs. 

5863.  As  the  fine  has  gone  down,  have  you  not 
found  that  the  number  of  hawkers  has  increased  ? — I 
do  not  know  that  we  have. 

5864.  I  understand  that  you  are  a  hawker  yourself 
at  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  I  always  was  a  hawker, 
and  I  am  still. 

5865.  You  hawk  without  any  permit  or  license  ? — 
At  presents 

5866.  You  say  your  name  appears  in  this  list  as  one 
of  the  hawkers  who  have  been  summoned  ? — Yes.  My 
fine,  with  the  costs,  amounts  to  1/.  \Zs,  6d.  I  believe 
mine  is  the  heaviest  amount. 

5867.  Were  you  summoned  mure  than  once  ? — Only 
once. 

5868.  And  you  go  on  hawking  now  and  they  do  not 
summon  you  now  ?— No,  they  do  not  summon  me  now. 

5869.  Is  not  it  the  fact  that  there  are  hawkers  all 
over  Rochdale  at  the  present  time? — Yes,  but  they 
are  hawkers  outside  our  association  altogether ;  a 
good  many  of  these  hawkers  are  really  tenants  of  the 
markets'  company,  and  they  nome  out  hawking  on  a 
Sunday  morning  with  carts  and  baskets. 

5870.  You  say  a  good  many  of  these  hawkers  are 
tenants  of  the  markets'  company  ? — Five  of  them  are. 

5871.  And  they  are  not  summoned,  of  course  ? — 
No,  they  never  have  been  summoned^^^  ^ 
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5872.  You  have  in  your  association  over  30 
bawkern,  and  you  saj  you  have  a  rule  that  they  are  to 
keep  a  certain  distance  away  from  the  market  ? — Tes, 
the  better  side  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  market 

5873.  You  made  that  rule  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  market  ? — ^Yes,  certain  streets  are  mentioned  which 
are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  market  in  which 
hawkinr;  is  not  to  be  carred  on. 

6874.  Does  the  part  of  the  town  in  which  you  are 
allowed  to  hawk  under  your  rules  correspond  with  the 
part  of  the  town  in  which  you  were  allowed  to  hawk 
under  the  old  certificate? — Yes,  that  is  so;  we  have 
taken  our  boundary  from  that  which  was  laid  down 
by  the  markets*  company  when  they  granted  their 
certificates. 

5875.  Do  you  think  that  the  members  of  your 
association  abide  by  the  rules  of  the  association  with 
re^rd  to  the  limits  within  which  hawking  is  not  to  be 
carried  on  ? — Everyone  in  the  association  abides  by 
those  rules ;  if  we  find  one  violating  those  rule^  we 
excommunicate  him  from  our  association. 

5876.  Therefore,  I  suppose,  no  hawker  belonging  to 
your  association  exercises  his  calling  anywhere  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  markets  ? — That  is  so. 

5877.  If  they  are  found  selling  beyond  those  limits 
do  they  ever  get  summoned  by  the  markets'  company  ? 
— They  have  not  been  summoned  since  we  commenced 
on  this  system. 

5878.  How  long  is  that  ago  ? — Within  the  last 
seven  or  eight  months. 

5879.  (Mr.  Little.)  Though  you  have  not  been 
summoned  lately  you  feel  you  are  liable  to  a  summons  ? 
—Yes. 

5880.  And  you  are  not  carrying  on  your  trade  as 
comfortably  and  as  pleasantly  as  you  would  under  a 
permit? — Certainly  not. 

5881.  I  presume  the  members  of  your,  association 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  pay  something  to  the 
markets  company  for  a  permit,  if  it  could  be  granted  ? 
— We  have  inade  that  application  on  several  occasions. 

5882.  But  the  markets'  company  consider  that  they 
have  not  legal  power  to  grant  it  ? — I  suppose  ihvy 
consider  that  they  have  not  the  legal  power  to  do  so. 

5883.  If  they  had  the  power  you  would  not  object 
to  paying  something  for  a  license  ? — Not  the  least ; 
we  should  be  quite  willing  to  do  so. 

5884.  Have  you  an  Inland  Revenue  license  ? — No. 

5885.  You  do  not  pay  the  Inland  Revenue  for  a 
hawker's  license  ? — ^No. 

5880.  How  is  that? — Whether  fish  and  greengrocery 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
I  do  not  know.     My  principal  business  is  in  fish. 

5887.  And  you  are  of  opinion  that  though  there  is 
still  a  good  deal  of  hawking  the  people  who  are 
resident  at  some  distance  from  the  market  are  put  to 
inconvenience  by  the  restrictions  on  hawking  ? — They 
are. 

5888.  Shops  do  not  spring  up  to  supply  what  the 
hawkers  would  supply  ? — No,  they  do  not ;  there  are 
shops,  certainly,  but  they  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  the  persons  outside. 

5889.  (Mr.  Mahony.)  I  notice  that  the  magistrates 
have  inflicted  much  higher  fines  in  some  cases  than 
in  others  ? — Yes. 

5890.  Can  you  ^ive  any  reason  for  that  ? — I  do  not 
like  to  say  anythmg  on  the  matter;  but  there  are 
some  persons  who  have  said  that  some  magistrates  on 
the  bench  have  had  some  interest  in  the  markets' 
company  ;  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

5891.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  offence  com- 
mitted ? — Not  the  least  If  I  was  to  tell  you  the  case 
I  luul  to  pay  my  1/.  13*.  6d,  for,  you  would  be 
surprised. 

5892.  When  were  you  summoned  ?  — ^22nd  June 
1885. 

5893.  What  were  yqu  summoned  for  ? — I  was  a 
full  mile  away  from  the  market  at  the  time.  For  my 
part,  speaking  for  myself,  I  did  not  at  this  time  really 
believe  that  the  market**'  company  had  the  power 
which  they  claimed,  that  is  to  say,  ovtr  the  whole 
borough,  as  extended  ;  and  in  fact  I  came  to  the  con- 


clusion that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  rights  they  Mr. 

claimed  over  that  extended  area ;  and  I  contended  •^^  '^'  ^<''<w«» 
that  ihey  had  only  power  to  prevent  hawking  within  ..  >7~jftou 
the  old  borough.     They  had  a  man  for  the  purpose  of  ^ 

looking  up  these  cases  of  hawking,  and  they  sum- 
moned me  for  selling  three  pounds  of  cod  fish  in  a 
street  called  Fenton  Street,  a  good  mile  away  from 
the"  market.  I  disputed  the  thing,  and  I  said  I  did 
not  sell  a  bit  of  fish  in  Fenton  Street  that  day.  The 
case  was  adjourned  from  Wednesday  till  Friday,  and 
then  they  brought  the  person  up  who  they  said  1  bad 
sold  three  pounds  of  cod  to  for  a  shilling,  who  gave 
distinct  evidence  that  she  had  not  bought  any  cod 
fish  of  me  that  day,  but  that  she  had  bought  some 
fresh  herrings  of  me,  and  then  they  fined  me  21*.  and 
costs.  I  did  not  like  to  -dispute  the  lady,  but  I  did 
not  think  I  sold  her  any  fresh  herrings  on  that  occa- 
sion. I  did  not  dispute  the  thing  when  the  lady  said 
I  had  sold  her  some  fresh  herrings,  the  lady  being  a 
customer  of  mine,  because  I  might  lose  something  by 
it  aftei-wards. 

5894.  You  had  a  permit  at  that  time,  which  enabled 
you  to  sell  in  parts  of  the  town  at  a  certain  distanc>e 
from  the  market  ? — No. 

5895.  And  you  were  accused  of  selling  on  this  day 
within  a  part  of  the  town  in  which  you  were  not 
supposed  to  sell  ? — ^That  is  so. 

5896.  According  to  the  rules  of  your  association 
there  are  certain  portions  of  the  town  that  you  do  not 
sell  in  ?• — That  is  so. 

5897.  You  were  fined  for  selling  in  a  certain  street  ? 
—Yes. 

5898.  Is  that  street  one  of  the  streets  in  which  you 
are  precluded  from  selling  now  by  the  rules  of  your 
association? — ^Yes.  It  is  one  of  the  stre<»ts  that  we 
cannot  sell  in  according  to  our  rules. 

5899.  I  see  in  this  list  of  persons  who  have  been 
summoned  a  number  of  cases  put  down  as  settled. 
What  does  that  mean? — That  means  that  after  being 
summoned  they  did  not  like  to  c^me  before  the 
magistrates,  and  so  they  went  and  settled  the  affair 
with  Mr.  Collier  or  some  of  the  market  oflScials. 

5900.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  case  of 
William  Carter,  summoned  in  February  1887  ? — Yes. 
This  William  Carter  is  really  a  poor  man ;  he  is  not 
fit  to  work  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  as  a  labourer  or 
anything  else ;  he  is  short  and  stout,  and  is  not  fit  to 
do  any  work  except  light  work,  like  hawking;  he  has 
a  bit  of  a  cart  that  he  shoves  before  him.  He  was 
summoned  and  fined,  and  being  a  poor  man  he  had 
nothing  wherewith  to  pay  the  fine,  and  he  had  to  go 
to  prison.  He  went  to  prison,  and  came  out  again. 
Then  he  was  summoned  again,  and  had  to  go  to  prison 
again,  and  he  was  told  distinctly  that  if  he  committed 
the  same  offence  again  the  penalty  would  be  doubled. 
The  poor  man  was  really  frightened,  and  he  made  an 
application  to  the  guardians  to  be  admitted  into  the 
workhouse. 

5901.  1  see  a  man  called  Frank  Brierly  was  sum- 
moned on  the  18th  of  November,  and  was  then 
summoned  again  on  the  30th  of  January.  Do  you 
know  anything  about  him  ? — I  know  Brierly.  A  more 
respectable  man,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  I  do  not 
think  you  would  come  across.  He  is  a  Sunday  school 
teacher,  and  he  never  objected  to  take  a  permit. 

5902.  Do  you  know  what  Brierly  was  summoned 
for  last  November  ? — For  hawking  in  a  part  of  the 
town  in  which  the  market  company  claim  market 
rights,  r  suppose.  They  claim  rights  extending  over 
the  parish  of  Rochdale,  according  to  their  Act  of 
Parliament,  I  think. 

5903.  You  do  not  remember  definitely  anything 
about  Frank  Brierly'scase  in  November  last  ? — I  know 
he  has  been  summoned,  but  he  never  came  any  nearer 
to  the  market  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

5904.  I  see  Samuel  Woolferden,  James  Pendleton, 
and  Frank  Brierly  were  summoned  on  the  18th  of 
November,  and  fined  1^.  without  costs  ? — Yes. 

5905.  Apparently  they  repeated  their  offence,  for 
ilioy  were  summoned  on  the  30th  of  January  1888, 
niid  again  fined  1*.  without  costs? — Yes  ;  they  were     j 
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outside  the  limits  we  have  laid  down  by  the  rules  of 
our  association. 

5906.  {Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  else  that  you 
would  wish  to  mention  ? — Under  the  Act  of  1822  tiie 
market  company  were  bound  1.0  find  accommodation 
for  the  sale  of  vegetables  and  other  things.  1  remem- 
ber our  market  in  Rochdale  being  beautifully  supplied 
with  v^etables  of  all  sorts,  but  Siey  have  overstocked 
the  markets  with  other  things,  such  as  tin  ware,  and 
so  on,  that  has  prevented  all  this  beautiful  green- 
grocery and  aitferent  things  coming  into  the  town. 
Thny  claim  that  under  their  Act  meat,  butter,  milk, 
and  such  thiugs  a3  that  are  to  be  sold  within  the  market, 
and  any  person  or  persons  found  disposing  of  -any  of 
these  things  is  liable  to  be  brought  before  a  magistrate. 
That  is  according  to  their  Act,  1  believe.  Mow,  thev 
have  never  looked  after  those  persons,  llien,  accord- 
ing to  their  Act,  they  should  have  provided  slaughter- 
houses within  the  jurisdiction  of  their  new  market ; 
that  they  have  not  done,  I  do  not  know  for  what 
re^ason.     They  have  given  all  their  privileges  up  with 


the  exception  of  one,  and  that  is  coming  down  on 
poor  people  like  ub  that  have  not  money  to  defend 
ourselves  with.  We  cannot  carry  on  litigation  with 
tlie  company  ;  and  we  are  now  in  the  hands  of  this 
Commission  to  do  the  utmost  for  us  in  this  matter. 
We  are  quite  willing  to  meet  the  market  company  in 
any  reasonable  way.  We  would  be  very  willing  to 
take  permits  from  them  fo-morrow  to  allow  us  to  go 
on  with  our  employment,  not  to  be  afraid  of  being 
summoned  before  the  magistrates,  and  our  names  being 
brought  before  the  public.  For  my  own  part  I  do  not 
like  that,  and  I  do  nut  think  any  of  those  in  our  asso- 
ciation like  to  see  their  names  in  the  public  press.  I 
think  I  am  speaking  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  that 
sent  me  here  when  1  say  that  we  should  be  very  glad 
indeed  if  we  could  really  make  some  ari-angement 
under  which  we  might  not  be  frightened  of  the  market 
inspector  or  a  nyhody  else  commg  after  us  and  saying, 
"  We  will  bring  you  before  the  magistrates."  We  do 
not  like  that.  We  aie  willing  to  comply  with  every 
reasonable  thing  that  lies  in  our  power. 


Adjourned. 
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5907.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  have 
come  to  give  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  Driffield 
Cattle  Market? — 1  have. 

5908.  How  long  has  that  market  been  established  ? 
— It  was  established  in  1846,  about  42  years  ago. 

t5909.  Will  you  state  what  is  your  connexion  with 
it  ? — I  am  the  owner  of  it  as  the  devisee  under  the 
will  of  my  late  father. 

5910.  It  was  founded  by  him^as  we  understand  ? — 
It  was. 

5911.  We  understand  that  there  was  no  Act  of 
Parliament  or  charter  for  the  market,  but  that  it  was 
purely  a  private  adventure  ?—  It  was  a  purely  private 
adventure. 

5912.  Ton  have  had  some  discussions  with  the  lord 
of  the  manor  as  to  alleged  infringements  of  his  rights, 
have  you  not? — Yes.  Perhaps  it  requires  a  little 
explanation.  I  have  the  official  documents  here.  I 
may  state,  in  the  first  instance,  that  I  do  not  suppose 
that  my  father,  when  he  established  this  market,  had 
an  idea  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  had  any  rights  of 
any  kind. 

5913.  He  did  not  consider  himself  to  be  encroaching 
upon  anybody's  rights  ? — I  do  not  suppose  that  he  had 
the  slightest  idea  of  anything  of  the  kind.  But  how- 
ever this  was  a  historical  fact,  that  in  1807,  and  in 
1833,  previous  attempts  had  been  made  to  establish  a 
cattle  market  at  Dritfield.  Now  both  those  attempts 
were  made,  I  believe,  partly  by  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
in  conjunction  with  the  town.  I  have  no  historical 
record  of  what  was  proposed  to  be  done  as   to  the 


market  in  1807,  but  I  happen  to  have  secured  the 
original  documents  of  1833,  and  the  letters  of  the  lord 
oi  the  manor  in  connexion  with  it.  There  was  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Scotchburn,  living  at  Drillield, 
a  solicitcr.  It  was  long  before  my  time,  but  I  believe 
he  was  considered  to  be  a  very  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising man,  and  he  did  a  good  deal,  I  think,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  town,  and  he  used  to  take 
the  initiative  in  matters  of  this  kind,  in  conjunction 
with  some  of  the  inhabitants.  He  appears  tb  have 
called  a  meeting  in  1833  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
once  more  more  to  establish  a  cattle  market.  It 
appears  that  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  call  some  of 
the  leading  inhabitant.^  of  the  town  together,  and  they 
met  at  a  hotel,  and  through  him  they  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  I  think,  perhaps, 
I  had  better  state  that  a  little  in  detail.  There  is  a  small 
piece  of  ground,  called  Cross  Hill,  almost  adjoining  the 
small  market  place,  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It 
appears  to  have  been  considered  desirable  to  establish  a 
cattle  market  there.  Then  they  entered  into  a  corre- 
spondence with  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  basis  of 
that  con-espondence  seems  to  have  been,  that  if  the 
lord  of  the  manor  could  be  saved  all  expense  in  con- 
nexion with  it,  he  was  quite  ready  to  stand  by,  I  think, 
and  let  the  town  do  what  they  liked  in  the  matter. 
The  proposals  were  of  a  very  modest  kind,  because 
1  see  that  the  total  subscriptions  were  under  20/. 
to  bo;rin  thi^i  tiling  ;  and  in  one  of  his  letters  the 
Ilun.  Mr.  Liuiglcy,  who  was  then  lord  (f  the  niautr, 
says :    "  If  I  have  to  contribute  more  than  5/.  i  shail 
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"  require  then  to  receive  all  the  tolls  in  connexion 
'*  with  the  market."  I  have  iiere  the  original  letters, 
and  the  correspondence  which  the  lord  of  the  manor 
had  with  this  committee,  through  Mr.  Scotchbum. 
The  lord  of  the  manor  appears  to  have  taken  a  good 
deal  of  paitis  in  the  matter,  because  he  actually  drawn 
out  the  bill  announcing  the  market,  and  suggesting 
how  carefully  the  thing  ought  to  be  done,  and  the  under- 
standing that  was  to  he  arrived  at  with  reference  to  the 
non-interference  with  the  lord's  rights.  This  meeting 
was  held  on  the  15th  of  February  1833,  at  the  "Cross 
Keys  Inn,"  and  the  notice  which  I  have  of  it  is  as 
follows  :  "  At  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Driffield, 
**  called  by  public  advertisement,  to  take  into  con- 
"  sideration  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  market 
**  for  the  sale  of  sheep  and  cattle,  present  Thomas 
"  Scotchbum  and  A.  Pickering "  (and  then  follows 
a  list  of  the  inhabitants,  and  amongst  others  I  see 
there  is  my  great-grandfather,  William  Otley),  "it 
"  was  unanimously  resolved  that  a  sheep  and  cattle 
"  market  be  established  here  on  Thursday,  to  com- 
**  mence  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  be  held  on 
**  Pinfold  Hill."  (This  is  the  old  name  for  Cross  Hill.) 
"  That  Mr.  Atkinscn,  Mr.  John  Parrett,  Mr.  Thomas 
**  Scotchbum,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  others  be  a  com- 
**  mittee  to  consult  with  the  lord  of  the  manor  «o  as 
*'  to  ho^d  the  market  and  to  fix  the  day  for  holding  the 
"  first  market  and  making  the  nece.«sarv  arrangements 
**  for  carrying  into  effect  the  first  resolution ."  Then 
on  the  other  side  is  a  list  of  the  subscriptions  that 
they  made  to  carry  it  out :  Mr.  Langley  5/.,  Mr. 
Pickering  1/.,  and  so  on,  amounting  altogether  to 
something  under  20/.  Then  commences  this  corres- 
pondence with  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  he  goes 
somewhat  into  detail  in  the  matter,  and  more 
particularly  as  to  the  point  by  whom  the  notice  was 
to  be  given.  In  consequence  of  this  these  market 
arrangements  were  carried  out,  and  the  market  was 
opened,  I  believe,  in  April  or  in  March  1833.  It 
foiled  after  a  time  the  same  as  the  others  had  failed, 
and  in  about  the  year  1846  my  father  thought  he 
would  taiie  the  matter  in  hand  himself.  I  do  not  think 
that  he  had  any  idea  in  connexion  withit,  except  that  of 
promoting  the  interests  of  tho  place.  He  had  previously 
bought  a  liotel  with  a  large  quantity  of  land  behind  it, 
much  more  tlian  was  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the 
hotel.  It  was  quite  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  thought  it  would  answer  the  purpose  of  a 
market  very  well.  The  first  thing  that  he  did  was  to 
apply  to  about  600  of  the  loading  people  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood asking  their  opinions  as  to  the  desirability 
of  the  thing;  and  having  obtained  a  good  deal  of 
assurance  of  support,  if  he  would  incur  the  expense, 
he  set  to  work  and  he  provided  this  market.  It 
remained  then  for  a  period  of  nine  years.  There  is, 
as  your  lordship  is  no  doubt  aware,  a  difficulty  in 
getting  a  district,  like  this  out  of  its  old  habit  and  mode 
of  business ;  and  the  consequence  was  that  at  that  time 
the  whole  of  the  sheep  and  cattle  and  every  kind  of  stock 
went  into  the  distant  markets  of  Leeds  and  Wakefield. 
The  great  difficulty  was  to  get  this  local  market 
firmly  establishet..  Afti*r  about  nine  years  this  was 
accomplished.  I  must  tell  you  that  Mr.  Langley,  the 
lord  oi  the  mano**,  had  ilicd,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  late  Lord  Downe.  I  do  not  suppose  that  Lord 
Downe  had  the  slightest  knowledge  of  anything  in 
connexion  with  the  matter,  but,  however,  his  solicitor 
at  York  then  appeared  upon  the  scene.  This  market 
was  opened  in  Jantiarv  1847,  an<l  in  1853  Mr.  Gray, 
on  behalf  of  Lord  Downe,  wrote  the  following 
letter : — 

'*Mr.  Seaton,  Lord  Downe's  agent,  has  had  his 
attention  called  to  the  iortnightly  fairs  held  on  your 
properly  at  Driffield,  which  it  appears  are  injurious  to 
his  lordship's  interests,  and  are  doubtless  an  infringe- 
ment of  his  exclusive  right  to  hold  a  market  and  fair 
at  Driffield,  of  which  you  may  not  he  aware.  Pro- 
bably the  cause  of  your  instituting  this  new  market- 
place has  been  that  the  arcommodation  furnished  by 
the  lord  of  tlio  manor  is  considered  inadequate.  Lord 
Downe  is  rearly  to  provide  any  further  accommodation 


which  the  public  may  require,  and  so  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be  as  satisfactory  to  yourself  as  to  the  other 
parties  interested. 

"  Yours  respectfully,  

"    William  Gray." 
I  do  not  appear    to  have  any   copy  of  my  father's 
letters  of  much  importance  beyond  one  which  was 
addressed  to  Lord  Downe.     This  it  the  copy  of  the 
letter  which  I  have : — 

"  My  Lord, — I  am  sorry  that  I  should  be  compelled 
to  trouble  you  with  some  details  respecting  the  estab- 
lishment by  your  lordship  of  a  new  cattle  market  at 
this  place,  i  do  so  because  I  feel  convinced  that  your 
lordstiip  is  ignorant  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  the  present  market  was  established,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  supersede  it 
by  the  establishment  of  another  market  upon  your 
lordship's  property  and  nnder  your  lordship's 
management  and  control,  On  three  several  occasions 
previous  to  the  formation  of  the  present  market 
attempts  were  made  to  establish  fortnightly  cattle 
markets  at  Driffield,  but  they  all  were  unt^uecess- 
ful.  The  last  effort  was  made  in  1834-35."  (That  is 
a  mistake;  it  was  in  1883.)  *' A  commitU'e  was 
formed,  tolls  arranged,  and  the  market  was  held  in 
a  public  place  called  Cross  Hill,  under  the  sanction  and 
approval  of  the  late  Mr.  Langley,  the  lord  of  the 
manor.  The  market  continued  to  be  held  for  some 
time,  but  eventually  like  those  preceding  it  fell  away, 
and  ceased  to  exist,  so  that  for  many  years  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present  market  there  was 
no  cattle  market  at  all.  In  1846,  thinking  that  it 
was  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  cattle  market 
in  so  important  and  central  a  place  as  Driffield,  I 
determined  to  venture  upoii  another  attempt  to  esta- 
blish one  entirely  at  my  own  risk  and  on  my  own 
responsibility.  I  need  not  detail  to  your  lordship  the 
steps  that  I  took  for  the  purpose.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  I  built  sheds  and  sheep  pens,  prepared  the  stand 
ground,  advertised,  wrote  hundreds  of  private  circulars, 
and  after  considerable  trouble  and  expense  succeeded 
in  establishing  the  market  in  January  1847,  since 
which  time  it  has  continued  to  rise  in  importance, 
and  is  now  likely  to  become  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
any  other  market  in  the  riding.  In  addition  to  the 
expen?»es  thus  incurred  directly  in  the  establishment 
of  the  market  I  laid  out  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
in  rebuilding  the  public  house,  in  the  yard  of  which 
the  market  is  held,  considerably  larger  than  otherwise 
I  should  have  doce  had  there  been  no  prospect  of 
increased  custom  for  such  a  house.  Owing  to  the 
increasing  quantity  of  stock  that  for  some  time  past 
has  been  brought  to  this  market  I  found  it  necessary 
to  make  arrangements  for  affording  additional  accom- 
modation. For  this  purpose  I  have  lately  entered 
into  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  some  property 
adjoining  the  market,  some  of  the  buildings  upon 
which  I  had  determine<l  to  pull  down  for  its  enlarge- 
ment. I  had  also  got  plans  prepared  for  additional 
new  cattle  pens  as  well  as  for  sheep,  in  order  to 
economise  the  space  and  give  greater  convenience; 
but  having  been  threatened  by  another  market  which 
is  about  to  be  established  as  a  rival  to  the  one  already 
existing  upon  lands  belonging  to  your  lordship,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  bringing  tho  whole  of  the  circumstances 
before  you.  The  establishment  of  another  market  in 
opposition  to  the  one  already  in  existence  your  lord- 
ship must  at  once  perceive  will  cause  a  most  serious 
pecuniary  loss  to  myself,  not  only  by  reason  of  the 
destruction  of  that  which  I  succeeded  in  establishing 
at  so  great  an  expense,  but  aloo  of  the  injury  to  the 
property  built  partly  in  contemplation  of  the  business 
arising  from  such  market.  This  is  not  a  case,  my 
lord,  in  which  two  parties  are  competing  on  equal 
terms  for  a  business  connected  with  a  market 
of  this  kind.  If  your  lordship  should  determine 
upon  carrying  out  the  scheme  already  contem- 
■  plated,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting,  with  your 
lordship's  position  and  infiuence,  what  must  inevit- 
ably result,  the  new  market  would  be  filled,  the 
old    <«ne    deserted.      Had    any   individual  similarly    j 
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*    I  should  not  have  thought  of  uttering  one  word  of 

complaint,  because  I  should  have  felt  that  there  was 
something  like  equahty  both  in  the  position  and  rights 
of  the  parties,  and  that  I  must  submit  to  the  kind  of 
competition  which  at  the  present  day  exists  in  almost 
every  occupation  or  business.  But  with  your  lord- 
sliip,  as  lord  of  this  manor  for  a  competitor,  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  very  day  upon  which  the  public 
market  established  by  you  shall  be  opened  the  one 
esitiiblished  by  me  will  cease  to  exist.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  only  alternative  I  have  left  is  to  lay 
these  facts  before  your  lordship,  and  ask  you  to  take 
them  into  serious  consideration,  and  to  determine 
whether  some  compensation  for  the  loss  which  I  shall 
sustain  shall  not  be  made.  I  leave  the  matter  entirely 
in  your  lordship's  hands,  and  sincerely  trust  that  with 
:i  knowledge  of  the  facts  detailed  above,  your  lordship 
will  at  least  mitigate  the  loss  I  shall  sustain  by  the 
establishment  of  the  proposed  market." 
There  is  a  further  letter  from  Mr.  Gray. 

5914.  I  think  we  had  better  not  go  into  the  details 
of  these  transactions  which  are  long  past  and  gone ; 
it  is  quite  enough  for  us  to  know  what  came  of  it  all  ? 
— The  upshot  of  the  whole  business  was  that  when 
Lord  Downe  became  acquainted  with  the  actual  facts 
he  abandoned  the  old  position  and  left  the  thing  as  it 
was. 

5915.  Was  there  not  a  memorial  from  the  farmers  ? 
— There  was  a  memorial  signed,  the  original  of  which 
I  have  here.  No  other  claim  was  made  by  my  father 
to  resist  his  lordship's  rights  beyond  the  appeal  which 
is  made  in  that  letter.  The  farmers  and  others  in 
the  neighbourhood  thought  it  was  a  very  hard  case, 
sind  therefore  they  memorialized  his  lordship,  in  the 
spirit  of  that  letter,  simply  to  take  the  facta  into  con- 
sideration. The  memoi-ial  said  that  about  eight  yeai-s 
before,  my  father  commenced,  at  his  own  risk  and 
expense,  the  cattle  market,  which  through  his  exertions 
lad  risen  and  so  on.  Then  that  ended,  and  the 
market  continued  till  my  father  died,  without  any 
further  question  of  any  kind.  My  father  died  in 
1875.  I  was  exceedingly  ill  at  the  time,  and  I  did 
not  like  the  position,  and  therefore  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Gray.  1  felt  that  if  anything  happened  to  me 
there  was  nobody  to  deal  with  a  thing  of  this  kind, 
and  therefore  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Gray,  to  ask  whether 
ihey  would  give  a  formal  confirmation  by  d<ied  of  all 
the  facts  in  connexion  with  it.  It  is  only  fair  to 
them  to  pay  that  the  iate  Mr.  Gray  wrote  on  December 
the  18th,  1875,  this  letter; — 

*'  Dear  Sir, — I  wrote  to  your  father  in  1853  on  the 
part  of  Lord  Downe  to  complain  that  the  private 
market  that  he  had  set  up  was  an  infringement  of  his 
lordship's  rights  as  owner  of  the  market  at  Driffield. 
In  subsequent  discussions  it  was  explained  that  your 
father  had  at  considerable  expense  provided  an  im- 
portant public  accommodation  which  his  lordship  was 
not  prepared  to  supply,  and  under  these  circumstances 
Ivo  determined  to  withdraw  the  objections  to  your 
laither's  proceedings.  Lady  Downe  is  of  the  same 
mind,  and  as  you  have  enjoyed  it  for  upwards  of 
twenty  yeai*8  I  do  not  think  you  need  fear  being 
interfered  with ;  but  Lady  Downe  is  not  prepared  to 
alienate  any  of  her  rights  in  the  market." 

5916.  Then,  as  I  take  it,  the  matter  rests  in  this 
way,  that  the  question  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  if  they  existed,  was  not  gone  into  or 
discussed,  that  no  decision  is  taken  upon  it,  but  that 
in  practice  the  lord  of  the  manor  has  announced  that 
he  does  not  mean  to  interfere  with  your  market  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  substantially  the  fact. 

5917.  Has  there  been  any  further  transaction 
between  you  and  the  lord  of  the  manor  on  the  sub- 
ject ?  I  presume  that  statement  closed  the  matter  ? 
— That  letter  completed  the  matter,  and  the  matter 
stands  upon  that  basis. 

5918.  Was  there  not  an  attempt  made  by  a  local 
solicitor    to   establish    a  market,  and     did   he    not 


endeavour  to  obtain  a  private  Bill  for  the  purpose  ? — 
That  is  the  worst  part  of  the  business.  The  lord  of 
the  manor  had  some  sort  of  claim,  but  this  was  a 
thingj  of  which  I  have  a  very  just  cause  of  complaint. 
The  gentleman  in  question  was  on  the  local  board. 
The  local  board  had  been  established  some  years 
before,  and  therefore  if  any  body  had  any  rights  to 
deal  with  the  markets  it  would  be  the  local  board. 
But,  however,  a  private  Bill  \v;is  suddenly  sprung 
upon  me,  "  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  cattle 
»*  market  at  Driffield,  in  the  east  riding  of  the 
"  county  of  York."  There  was  not  the  slightest 
recognition  of  this  market.  The  Bill  was  withckawn, 
but  the  cost  to  myself  was  very  serious. 

5919.  That  proposed  Bill  to  establish  a  market  was 
petitioned  against,  as  we  understand,  by  local  butchers 
and  farmers  ? — Yes. 

5920.  And  it  never  went  into  committee? — It 
never  went  into  conunittee.  It  was  withdrawn  at  the 
last  moment  when  everything  was  prepared. 

5921.  Was  it  withdrawn  by  arrangement  ? — Oh,  no. 

5922.  But  you  thought  that  you  had  some  cause 
of  complaint  in  having  to  pay  the  costs  of  opposing 
it  ? — Yes,  it  was  a  very  serious  cost  to  me. 

5923.  Then  the  matter  stands  upon  that  footing, 
and  there  has  been  no  attempt,  as  we  understand,  to 
establish  any  other  market  than  yours  ;  and  you  have 
what  is  equivalent  to  an  assurance  from  the  lord  of 
the  manor  that  you  will  not  be  interfered  with  ? — Yes, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 

5924.  I  think  you  have  arrived  at  some  general 
conclusions  which  you  wish  to  state  to  us  (and  that 
is  the  part  of  the  case  which  most  concerns  us)  as  to 
the  prospects  of  a  local  private  market? — I  am 
chairman  of  the  Driffield  Linseed  Cake  Company, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  part  of  the  papers  with 
reference  to  all  these  details  upon  which  I  draw 
my  ileductions  were  burnt  in  the  great  conflagration 
at  Driffield  in  December  last,  and  these  papers  that  I 
have  here  are  what  1  had  at  home.  The  first  thing 
that  I  say  is  this,  that  a  local  private  market  whose 
tolls  are  based  upon  those  of  large  corporations,  such 
as  Leeds  and  York,  cannot  be  made  remunerative. 

5925.  You  mean  whose  tolls  are  fixed  at  the  same 
rate  as  those  of  large  corporations  ? — Yes.  I  believe, 
speaking  from  my  recollection,  that  my  father  took, 
as  the  basis  of  these  tolls,  tolls  from  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  I  think  he  made  a  mistake  in  taking 
them  from  these  very  large  centres.  He  did  not 
want  more  than  anybody  else  was  getting,  and  there- 
fore he  look  those  very  small  tolls  which  they  often 
charge  at  these  very  large  markets,  and  he  applied  the 
principle  of  those  tolls  to  Driffield. 

5926.  I  suppose  your  contention  is  that  in  a  small 
market   the   working    expenses    are    proportionately 
greater  than  in  a  large  market  ? — Very  much  larger. 
The  consequence  was  that  he  forgot  this  principle  in 
dealing  with  it ;  that  in  these  large  centres,  not  only 
for  the  reason  that  your  lordship  has  given,  but  also 
from   the  fact  that  wherever  enormous   numbers  of 
people  are  drawn  from  a  county,  say  like  the  county 
of  York,  either  to  Leeds  or  York,  there  is  an  immense 
advantage  lo  the  town  itself,  and  therefore  corpora- 
tions are   bound  to  consider,  an<l  they  do  consider, 
that  they  ought  to  make  these  tolls  as  low  as  possible  ; 
and  I  believe  they  do  so.     The  consequence  is,  as   I 
have  already  stated,  that  if  you  apply  that  principl  e 
to  these  small  local  markets  they  would  not  be  at  all 
remunerative,   and   they   neVer   were   so  during  my 
father's  lifetime.     My  third  position  is,  that  where 
lords  of  manors  have  efficiently  proM'ded  for  the  public 
accommodation   in   these  markets   there   cannot   be, 
taking  the  basis    of    large    markets,   any   adequate 
return   for  the  money  invested.     It  is  only  fair  to 
show  you  the  difference  between  the  20/.  that  was 
supposed   to   be  invested   in  the  original  market  on 
Cross  Hill  in  1833  and  all  the  thousands  of  pounds 
that  have  been  invested  in  the  manner  shown  by  this 
plan.    This    is  a    bird's-eye  view  of  the   different 
markets  as  they  exist  {producing  a  plan).    That  part 
is  covered  in.     This  represents  about  an  acre  of  land 
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in  tbe  verj'  centre  of  the  town.  That  is  the  shee[> 
market,  and  that  is  the  covered  pig  market  which  is 
also  used  for  sheep.  These  are  outbuildings,  market 
houses,  and  so  on  {describing  the  plan).  The  cost 
is  something  out  of  all  proportion  to  what  anybody 
could  have  had  any  idea  of.  I  daresay  that  in  my 
father's  time  the  expenditure  was  7,000/.  or  8,000/. ; 
I  have  laid  out  something  like  a  couple  of  thousand 
at  all  cvt^nts  on  this  market  in  addition.  *  Therefore, 
under  these  circumstances,  there  is  a  very  lar^e  outlay 
of  capital.  The  market  extends  from  Middle  Street 
to  Eastgate  ;  there  are  ^ve  entrances  to  it,  and  it  is 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  close  to  the  banks  and 
all  the  other  business  places,  so  that  it  really  repre- 
sents now  a  largo  outlay  of  capital.  If  Mr.  Langley 
or  Lord  Downe  hml  laid  out  a  large  sum  of  money 
like  that  he  would  have  been  very  unwise  if  he  had 
ever  accepted  such  tolls  as  were  charged  in  connexion 
with  Driffield  Market.  But  the  fact  is  that  a  matter 
of  even  Id,  or  2d.  a  head  for  beasts,  or  a  small  charge 
for  sheep  where  there  is  a  large  number,  makes  all  the 
difference  between  success  and  failure  from  a  financial 
point  of  view. 

5927.  As  I  understand  your  argument  you  contend 
that  in  a  small  market  the  tolls  must  necessarily  be 
higher  than  in  a  largo  market  because  the  working 
expenses  are  proportionately  greater  ? — Yes. 

5928.  And  you  also  say  that  in  the  case  of  a  cor- 
poration there  is  an  indirect  return  through  the 
benefit  conferred  upon  the  town,  which  of  course  does 
not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  private  individual  ? — That 
is  just  the  position. 

5929.  I  gather  from  what  you  have  stated  that 
you  consider  that  if  in  the  case  of  a  small  market  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  or  I  presume  anybody  else,  gives 
sufficient  accommodation  and  charges  what  would  be 
considered  as  not  too  high  a  toll,  it  cannot  be  to  him 
a  very  profitable  concern  ? — Quite  so.  The  best 
illustration  that  I  can  give  is  this,  that  they  proposed 
in  the  Bill  to  which  I  have  referred  to  have  a 
monopoly,  and  it  was  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community.  Now  I  had  all  the  tolls  taken  out  for 
that  purpose  for  a  period  of  20  years,  compai^ing  my 
cha*.;ge8  with  the  charges  which  would  have  been  paid 
if  the  tolls  proposed  in  the  Bill  had  been  adopted ;  and 
you  may  take  it  that  as  nearly  as  possible  the  receipts 
under  the  proposed  Bill  would  have  been  double  the 
actual  receipts.  If  they  had  jcjot  this  monopoly  and 
the  right  to  charge  their  schedule  of  tolls  their  receipts 
would  have  been  double  the  actual  receipts  of  the 
market.  I  do  not  say  that  the  charges  proposed  in 
that  Bill  were  at  all  unreasonable;  I  think  they  were 
moderate  enough  ;  but  I  merely  mention  the  fact  to 
show  that  my  charges  have  been  absurdly  low. 

5930.  I  suppose  from  what  you  have  said  we  may 
take  it  that  in  the  event  of  any  local  authority  wishing 
to  take  over  the  cattle  market  you  would  be  very  well 
content  to  have  back  the  money  which  you  have 
expended  upon  it,  because  you  do  not  claim  any  right 
of  monopoly  or  any  right  to  held  a  market,,  except 
that  which  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  you  have  spent 
money  upon  it  ? — I  come  back  to  the  question  now, 
which  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  lordship,  which  is 
this,  that  I  do  not  think  that  any  mere  speculators 
ought  to  be  placed  in  a  better  position  than  a  local 
board.  The  local  board,  the  urban  authority,  have 
powers  under  the  166th  section  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  amongst  other  things,  to  provide  a  market- 
place, construct  a  market-house,  and  other  con- 
veniences for  the  purposes  of  holding  markets  and  so 
on,  and  to  take  stallages,  rents,  and  tolls  in  respect  ol 
the  use  by  any  person  of  such  market.  Then  comes 
this  important  clause :  ^'  But  no  market  shall  be 
^^  estabUshed  in  pursuance  of  this  section  so  as  to 
**  interfere  with  any  rights  powers  or  privileges 
"  enjoyed  within  the  district  by  any  person,  without 
**  his  consent ; "  that  is  to  say,  that  if  the  local  board 
wanted  to  establish  a  market  in  Driffield  they  must 
obtain  the  necessary  powers  from  the  parishioners 
nnder  this  Act,  and  they  must  establish  it  with  my 
consent,  which  indirectly  means  that  it  must  be  done 


by  compensation  for  what  I  have  expended.     I  am      Mr,  W,  O. 
liable  at  any  moment   to   have   another  speculative        Jarrau, 
Bill  lodged  against  me  just  the  same  as  I  had  here,        x^TAftR 
which  cost  me  about  two  hundred  pounds,  and  which  ^        * 

was  proceeded  with  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  then  the 
Bill  was  withdrawn.  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  isHkely 
that  the  thing  will  be  tried  again,  but  supposing  that 
anything  happens  to  me,  my  family  are  in  a  worse 
position  to  defend  those  rights  than  1  am,  so  that  my 
property  is  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  any  speculators. 

5931.  But  is  it  different  in  that  respect  from  any 
other  kind  of  property  ;  if  a  man  has  a  park  and  a 
company  proposes  to  carry  a  railway  through  it,  and 
he  resists  the  attempt,  and  succeeds  in  defeating  the 
Bill,  he  will  still  have  to  pay  his  own  expenses  ? — Yes, 
but  the  two  positions  are  not  at  all  analogous.  The 
railway  is  a  necessary  public  benefit.  For  the  purpose 
of  the  market  the  local  authority  arc  the  properly 
constituted  authority.  But  if  a  London  engineer 
comes  down  and  associates  himself  with  a  local 
solicitor,  and  they  promote  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  if  the 
local  board  does  not  see  that  the  interests  of  the  town 
require  that  they  should  take  over  the  market,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  a  London  gentleman  could  have 
any  independent  rights.  Therefore,  I  say  that  an 
owner  like  myself  ought  to  be  protected,  so  far  as 
regards  the  outside  public,  and  that  the  outside  specu- 
lators ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a  superior  position  to 
that  which  the  local  board  would  be  in.  I  will  sum- 
marise my  suggestions.  The  first  is  that  the  lords 
of  manors,  or  other  persons  claiming  a  monopoly, 
ought  not  to  have  the  right  to  interfere  with  any  other 
persons  establishing  a  market  unless  such  lords  have 
already  established  and  maintained  a  market  to  satisfy 
all  the  requirements ;  that  is  to  say,  that  if  a  lord  of  a 
manor  has  a  mere  abstract  right,  you  may  say,  he 
cannot  always  be  complaining  and  saying  that  other 
people  are  infringing  upon  his  rights,  while  he  will 
do  nothing  himself.  I  do  not  say  that  that  was  the 
case  here,  because  the  lord  of  the  manor  had  to  a 
certain  extent  desired  to  waive  his  rights  in  the 
interest  of  the  place,  aud  therefore  there  is  no  com- 
plaint to  be  made  ypon  that  head.  But  the  lord  of 
the  manor  can  always  take  a  prohibitory  position ;  he 
can  always  say,  **  I  will  not  do  it  myself,  but  you  have 
'^  no  right  to  do  it  because  it  is  an  infringement  of 
"  my  right  to  do  it." 

5932.  And  you  contend  that  tbe  community  ought 
to  be  empowered  to  say  to  him  :  "  Either  do  what  is 
"  required  yourself  or  stand  aside  and  let  somebody 
'*  else  do  it  "  ? — Yea,  that  is  fair.  Then  I  meet  my 
own  case  here.  If  any  market  has  been  established 
say  for  twelve  years  (that  is  the  statutory  right  now 
as  to  property)  it  ought  to  be  protected  against  any 
claims  by  lords  of  manors  or  other  persons  claiming  a 
monopoly.  This  market  happened  to  have  been  esta- 
blished nine  years,  but  Lord  Downe  and  his  agent  stand 
by  and  nothing  at  all  is  done  till  this  mai'ket  is  in  com- 
plete operation,  and  a  great  success,  and  then  he  comes 
and  says  :  *'  Here  is  an  invasion  of  my  rights."  No 
stronger  position  was  ever  taken.  We  admit  that 
position,  and  we  must  leave  ourselves  at  your  mercy, 
and  if  you  make  another  market  we  must  leave  it  to 
your  honourable  sense  and  feeling  as  to  whether  you 
will  do  anything  towards  compensation  for  what  has 
been  expended.  T  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair  position. 
That  is  so  far  as  the  lord  of  the  manor  is  concerned. 
Then  1  say  that  I  think  the  promoters  of  any  private 
Bill  seeking  to  establisli  a  monopoly  ought  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  obtaining  a  monopoly  to  the  prejudice  of 
any  market  which  has  existed  for  12  years  or  upwards. 
Here  this  market,  after  a  period  of  nearly  40  years,  is 
insidiously  attacked  without  a  moment's  notice; 
I  am  put  upon  my  defence,  and  am  liable  to  have 
all  these  difficulties  to  face  without  a  moment's 
notice.  Whereas  a  local  board,  if  they  had  attempted 
the  same  thing,  would  have  had  to  come  to  me  to  say, 
"  We  must  consider  your  rights  in  the  matter,  and 
•*  we  must  ask  your  consent,  and  see  whether  we 
"  cannot  come  to  an  arrangement."  I  say  that  any 
outside  speculator  is  not  in  that  position ;  Jac^l  there-    j 
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Mr.  W.  O.      ^ote^   when  he  comes  to  seek  a  monopoly,  I  think 
Jarratt.        it    is    only    fair    that    he    should     not    be     plac!e(l 

in   a  more    advantageous    position    than    the    local 

7  Jane  1888.  board.  Then  section  166  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
—-"—^  1875,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  provides  for 
the  local  board  establishing  a  market,  but  that  no 
market  shall  be  established  in  pursuance  of  that 
section  so  as  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  rights, 
powers,  or  privileges  enjoyed  within  the  district  by 
any  person,  without  his  consent.  If  this  clause  were 
made  applicable  to  any  market  for  which  a  monopoly 
was  sought  to  be  established  by  any  private  Bill  it 
vrould  prevent  injustice  being  done  by  company  pro- 
moters. So  far  as  the  legal  suggestion  that  I  have  to 
make  goes,  it  seems  to  me  to  meet  the  case  that  the 
outside  speculative  public,  the  engineers  and  lawyers, 
should  be  put  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  local 
boards.  This  Bill  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
fraud  upon  Parliament;  it  actually  ignored  the 
existence  even  of  a  market ;  the  preamble  did  not 
even  say  that  a  market  was  in  existence,  but  it  said 
that  it  was  desirable  to  establish  a  market  at  this 
place  after  all  this  enormous  outlay  had  been  going 
on  for  a  period  of  40  years.  If  the  local  board  had 
wanted  it  they  would  have  come  to  me,  and  I  should 
have  been  very  happy  to  negotiate  with  them  ;  but  I 
had  to  fight  these  promoters  here  at  great  personal 
cost.  Therefore,  I  only  say  that  so  far  as  the  legal 
position  is  concerned  the  rights  of  everybody  ought 
to  be  secured  against  merely  outside  speculators. 

6933.  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  offer  ? — I 
have  no  other  suggestion  to  offer,  except  this  :  I  think 
it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  entire  method  of  market 
business  has  altered.  For  many  years  after  this 
market  was  established  everything  was  sold  by 
private  contract.  For  the  last  20  years  the  system  of 
selling  by  auction  has  been  introduced.  I  believe  I 
was  the  Last  person  that  stuck  out  until  a  year  or  two 
ago  against  sales  by  auction  ;  but  I  may  say  that 
now  they  universally  prevail  in  Driffield  Market  as 
regards  fat  stock.  Hardly  a  single  sale  I  believe 
takes  place  by  anybody,  including  myself,  except  by 
public  anction,  because  there  is  no  other  mode  of 
dealing  with  it. 

5934.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  method  of 
selling  by  public  auction  ? — Not  at  all,  but  I  am  only 
saying  that  this  causes  a  grievance.  I  do  not  want  to 
be  guilty  of  any  suppression.  Here  was  all  this  enor- 
mous plant  provided  for  the  public  ;  I  had  some 
hesitation  in  raising  the  tolls  as  to  the  public,  but  I 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  Driffield  Market  was 
to  be  made  simply  an  auction  mart  for  the  benefit  of 
auctioneers,  we  must  deal  with  that  in  another  way, 
A  very  large  number  of  the  farmers  objected  to  these 
sales  by  auction,  but  they  acquiesced  and  stood  by  till 
the  auctioneers  got  increa8<?d  power.  Whether  it  is 
the  best  plan,  or  the  worst,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter ;  at  all  events  the  original  idea  of  the  market 
was  departed  from,  and  at  present  it  is  nothing  but  an 
auction  mart,  except  as  to  lean  stock,  at  certain  times 
of  the  year.  In  1881  there  was  some  little  difficulty 
with  the  auctioneers,  and  I  said,  *'  Very  well,  now 
**  then  I  shall  put  some  tolls  upon  the  auctioneers." 
The  auctioneers  got  4*.  6d.  or  5*.,  I  believe,  for  selling  a 
bullock  at  that  time ;  and  therefore  I  put,  I  think,  Sd, 
on  as  an  additional  charge,  if  the  beast  was  sold  by 
auction.  I  left  the  auctioneers  and  the  public  to  settle 
that  matter,  and  believe  the  farmers  settled  it  by 
deducting  it  from  the  auctioneers'  charges,  which  they 
considered  were  too  large.  In  the  same  way  "  luck 
money,"  whieh  was  a  shilling  a  head  on  cattle  allowed 
to  the  butchers  on  private  sales,  had  been  abolished 
by  the  introduction  of  the  auctioneer.  Finally  this 
matter  was  also  settled  by  the  auctioneer  paying  the 
shilling  out  of  his  charge,  so  that  tlie  payment  of  the 
additional  toll  of  8c?.  and  the  shilling  luck  money  left 
the  allowance  to  the  auctioneer  2$,  lOd.  instead  of 
4s.  6d.  Therefore,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
there  is  some  increase  of  income  from  that  source. 
But  the  worst  part  of  the  business  is  this :  My 
market  has   all    the   statutory   obligations  to   bear. 


Now,  two  or  three  years  ago  a  very  violent  antago- 
nism sprung  up  a^i^aiiist  this  auctioneering.  I  believe 
that  prevailed  all  through  the  country,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  all  the  farmers'  clubs  and 
agricultui*al  associations  memorialised  Parliament  to 
pass  a  Bill  to  make  weighing  machines  compulsory. 
Before  that  the  Driffield  Farmers'  Club  had  passed  a 
resolution  asking  me  to  put  down  a  weigh  for  the 
weighing  of  cattle.  Of  course  1  knew  what  that  meant 
perfectly  well ;  that  if  they  weighed  the  stock  it  was 
only  a  question  of  arrangement  then  of  so  much 
a  stone,  and  it  was  a  means  of  dealing  with  the 
auctioneers.  It  was  a  question  how  far  the  auctioneers 
and  the  butchers  approved  of  it ;  otherwise  it  would 
become  a  question  of  boycotting  the  market.  So  I 
said  that,  if  there  should  be  anything  like  an  agree- 
ment upon  the  subject,  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed 
to  do  anything  that  they  required.  Unfortunately 
they  did  not  agree  to  anything  further,  and  therefore 
the  matter  stood  there  until  this  statute  was  passed 
compelling  me  to  put  the  weighs  down.  Instead  of 
putting  one  down,  I  thought  I  would  do  the  thing 
pretty  well,  and  therefore  I  spent  over  100/.  in  putting 
down  two.  They  are  absolutely  useless;  they  are 
hardly  used  at  all.  As  I  now  have  all  the  statutory 
obligations  with  reference  to  the  market  I  have  to 
provide  them,  whether  they  are  required  or  not,  which 
I  think  is  i-ather  a  hardship.  I  just  looked  at  the 
returns  one  day  when  there  were  1,200  sheep  in  the 
market,  and  there  was  not  a  single  sheep  weighed,  and 
I  do  not  suppose  there  would  be  more  than  two  or 
three  beasts  weighed  at  1^.  or  2d.  a  piece.  Of  course 
all  that  is  a  dead  loss.  All  this  adds  to  my  argument, 
that  one  should  not  be  left  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of 
everybody  who  proposes  to  appropriate  one's  property. 

5935.  If  I  understand  your  view  rightly  upon  that 
point,  you  do  not  object  to  the  local  authority  having 
power  to  come  in  and  take  your  market,  but  you  think 
that  you  ought  to  be  protected  against  any  un- 
authorised speculators  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  position  ;  or 
in  other  words,  I  simply  ask  that  this  Commission 
should  report  in  the  direction  that  the  outside  public, 
whoever  they  may  be,  should  not  have  greater  powers 
than  the  local  boatrd  have. 

5936.  Do  I  rightly  understand  your  objection  to  be 
to  any  outsider  coming  in  and  setting  up  a  market  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  yours,  or  is  it  only  that  you 
object  to  such  outsider  endeavouring  to  obtam  a 
Parliamentary  monopoly  ? — Of  course  that  is  rather  a 
delicate  question  to  answer.  What  I  would  say  is 
this ;  I  think  that  if  anybody  has  any  rights  at  all  in 
the  direction  of  a  monopoly  my  investment  of  40  years 
would  indicate  that  I  ought  to  have  the  preference. 
I  have  never  asked  for  any  monopoly.  A  man  can  lay 
out  7,000/.  or  8,000/.  or  10,000/.  and  make  a  market  if 
he  likes,  and  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  that  posi- 
tion ;  but  I  do  say  this,  that  I  ought  to  be  armed 
against  outside  syndicates,  either  in  London  or  any- 
where else,  coming  suddenly  and  dropping  down  upon 
me.  They  take  up  these  things  as  a  system;  they 
deal  with  waterworks  and  with  a  variet}-  of  other 
similar  matters.  They  come  down  upon  a  sleepy 
class  of  people  in  little  towns  and  villages,  and  before 
they  are  awake  the  mischief  is  done.  Thes*^  kind  of 
speculators  have  made  waterworka  at  Driffield; 
they  never  asked  the  local  board  and  the  local 
board  stood  by.  I  opposed  that  Bill  myself,  and 
contended  that  the  local  b<iard  liada  preferential 
right,  but  the  promoters  got  the  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment. Having  got  into  the  place  and  having  got 
the  waterworks  the  next  thing  was  that  they  tried 
meat  the  market  business;  whether  it  was  a  little 
retaliation  or  not  I  do  not  know  ;  but  at  all  events  I 
contended  for  no  other  position  than  the  priority  and 
preference  of  the  local  board-. 

5937.  You  do  not  contend  that  your  priority  in 
itself  constitutes  a  monopoly  ? — No. 

5938.  If  you  had  spent  the  money  which  you  have 
spent  upon  this  market  in  setting  up  a  shop  that 
would  not  have  prevented  anyone  from  setting  up  a 
rival  shop  in  the  same  street  ? — ^Not  at  all,  and  my 
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position  is  exactly  that  now.  Anybody  con  De^n  a 
rival  market,  but  it  would  not  be  successful,  and  there- 
fore I  know  that  my  market  is  perfectly  safe,  because 
there  is  not  a  return  to  be  jrot  from  it  that  could 
justify  such  an  outlay.  But  if  they  can  get  a  Bill 
giving  them  such  a  power,  and  can  begin  and  make  a 
market  clear  off -band  without  any  of  the  outlay  and 
cost  that  have  been  incurred  here,  then  unquestionably 
if  they  .have  a  monopoly  given  to  them,  and  a  statutory 
tariff  that  enables  them  to  double  my  charges,  it 
is  a  very  hia;hly  profitable  affair. 

6939.  We  understand  that ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
this  attempt  to  obtain  a  Bill  failed  ? — Yes. 

5940.  Are  you  aware  of  any  case  where  a  similar 
attempt  has  succeeded  ? — My  position  is  rather  circum- 
scribed, and  I  never  made  the  inquiry.  I  believe  they 
found  out  the  mistake  that  they  had  made,  and  that 
they  bad  never  the  slightest  chance  of  getting  Parlia- 
ment to  sanction  such  a  thing. 

5941.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  The  evidence 
which  you  have  ^iven  relates,  does  it  not,  to  the 
cattle  market  only  ?  —Yes. 

5942.  That  is  for  the  sale  of  beasts  and  sheep  ? — 
Yes. 

5943.  There  is  also  a  pig  market,  is  there  not  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  a  part  of  the  same  market  on  the  plan 
which  I  have  shown  yon. 

5944.  Is  there  a  joint  owner  with  you  of  the  pig 
market  ? — Shortly  after  this  was  done  there  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  way  a  few  pens  put  in,  bat  it 
has  really  died  away. 

5945.  Then  in  fact  your  evidence  applies  to  the 
pig  market  as  well  as  to  the  cattle  and  sheep  market  ? 
—Yes. 

5946.  There  is  also  another  market  held  in  the  open 
spaces  and  streets  of  the  town,  is  there  not,  for  corn 
and  agricultural,  garden,  and  general  produce  ? — Yes. 

5947.  The  owner  of  that  market  is  the  lady  of  the 
manor,  is  she  not  ? — Yes. 

5948.  Does  she  receive  tolls  ? — They  are  leased  to 
the  local  board.  That  perhaps  illustrates  as  well  as 
anything  could  do  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  these 
manorial  rights.  In  places  like  Driffield  they  are 
practically  valueless.  I  think  that  the  tolls  are  leased 
to  the  local  board  by  the  lady  of  the  manor  for  25/.  a 
year  for  21  years.  I  have  no  doubt  that  25/.  a  year 
was  a  very  fair  estimate,  and  a  very  satisfactory 
estimate  at  the  time  for  the  lady  of  the  manor ;  but  in 
practice  I  believe  it  is  a  mere  abstract  business,  and 
that  the  proceeds  would  be  almost  entirely  swallowed 
up  by  the  cost  of  management,  and  that  so  far  as  the 
lady  of  the  manor  was  concerned  it  would  be  practically 
of  little  value. 

5949.  Anyhow,  the  right  is  recognised  ?— The  right 
is  recognised,  but  what  is  the  effect  of  it  ?  As  soon  as 
the  local  board  get  these  tolls  they  extend  their 
powers.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  such  power 
as  the  lord  of  the  manor  contepds  that  he  has ;  it  can 
only  apply  to  the  mju*ket-place,  and  not  half-way  down 
the  street.  They  extend  this  principle,  and  they 
make  it,  1  should  think,  worth  perhaps  80/.  or  90/.  a 
year.  In  a  very  few  years  the  lease  will  have  expired  ; 
what  will  be  the  consequence  to  the  Driffield  Local 
Board  ?  They  have  been  under  this  very  shadowy  right 
creating  a  dead  charge  against  themselves,  because  it 
may  be  taken  probably  at  30  years*  purchase  at  the  end 
of  the  21  years  on  the  80/.  or  90/.,  or  whatever  the 
present  amount  may  be,  so  that  nothing  can  be  more 
unsatisfactory  as  regards  the  town. 

5950.  All  that  sort  of  evil  would  be  got  rid  of, 
would  it  not,  if  the  market  rights  were  vested  perma* 
nently  in  the  local  board  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  no  defi- 
nition of  the  rights  of  a  lord  of  the  manor,  or  of  a  lady 
of  the  mar.or.  I  am  merely  offering  a  personal  opinion, 
which  may  be  of  little  or  no  value  but  my  own  im- 
pression is,  that  rightly  of  this  kind  are  more  sentimental 
ihan  otherwise,  and  that  they  are  adhered  to  with  very 
considerable  pertinacity,  not  so  much  by  the  lords  of 
manors  themselves  as  by  the  stewards,  and  those  who 
represent  them. 

U     55730. 


5951.  Has  this  right  for  a  general  market  in  lord  of      Mr.  W.  O. 
the  manor  been  recognised  from  time  immemorial  ? —        Jarrau. 
There  are  four  fairs  at  Little  Driffield.    There  is  no        _       j* 
doubt.  I  think,  that  those  are  chartered  fairs,  and  that         ^"^ 
the  lady  of  the  manor  has  the  right.     Up  to  the  end 

of  the  last  century  Driffield  was  a  very  small  village 
indeed.  The  chartered  markets  were  at  Kilham  and 
at  North  Frodingham,  both  places  Wing,  I  think,  six 
miles  away;  but  they  were  much  more  important 
agricultural  villages  than  Driffield.  But  about  120 
years  ago  there  was  a  canal  made  from  Hull  to 
Driffield.  That  canal  so  developed  this  very  small 
village  that  it  became  giudually  a  very  important 
town,  and  therefore  those  other  chartered  mai'kets 
absolutely  dicTd  out.  The  present  market  at  Driffield 
is  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  market  held,  I  believe, 
without  any  license  from  anybody.  I  think  it  was 
started  about  100  years  ago,  and  the  lord  of  the  manor 
gave  a  sort  of  consent;  what  consent  h<»  could  give  I 
do  not  know.  At  all  events  some  tolls  were  chunied, 
but  both  for  Little  Driffield  and  Great  Driffield  I 
believe  the  fact  is  that  they  are  of  very  little  value 
indeed. 

5952.  Still  if  the  right  was  recognised  I  do  not  see 
why  your  father  was  surprised  when  the  lord  of  the 
manor  interfered  with  him  after  he  had  opened  his 
market  ? — He  should  not  have  waited  nine  years. 

5953.  Your  father,  of  course,  was  originally  a  specu- 
lator in  this  market  himself? — ^Yes,  unquestionably  ; 
but  he  was  a  resident  in  the  place  and  had  property  in 
the  place. 

5954.  You  cannot  quite  draw  a  line  between  a 
speculator  who  is  a  property  owner  in  the  place  and  a 
speculator  who  comes  from  the  outside,  can  you  ? — I 
do  not  know  that  you  can ;  but  I  should  not  consider 
that  a  man  who  came  out  of  iTreat  George  Street, 
Westminster,  was  exactly  in  the  same  position  a8  a 
man  who  lived  in  the  place,  and  had  lived  there  all 
his  life. 

5955.  You  stated  it  as  your  conclusion  that  where 
a  great  public  want  has  been  supplied  by  private 
enterprise,  the  property  should  not  be  left  without  * 
some  statutory  protection  against  financial  adven- 
turers ? — Yes,  I  have  already  given  my  views  as  to 
that. 

5956.  How  far  would  you  carry  that  ? — I  should 
carry  it  no  farther  than  the  provisions  of  section  166 
of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

5957.  But  take  now  the  town  of  Driffield  ;  sup- 
posing that  you  had  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  such 
as  you  would  like,  you  would  like  it  practically  to  give 
you  a  monopoly  as  against  any  speculator  for  the 
sale  of  cattle  and  beasts  in  the  whole  of  the  town  of 
Driffield  ? — If  you  choose  to  go  to-morrow  and  lay  out 
10,000/.  at  Driffield  I  have  no  complaint  to  make,  and 
it  is  perfectly  fair.  But  if  you  come  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  have  a  monopoly, 
and  to  charge,  say  double  the  tolls,  and  draw  double 
the  income  for  youi-selves  by  virtue  of  that  monopoly, 
I  ask  the  question  as  to  your  bona  fides,  and  as  to 
your  right  to  interfere  with  my  40  years*  market,  and 
to  have  a  monopoly  against  me  who  have  none. 

5958.  You  do  not  want  any  statutory  protection 
against  a  man  opening  a  market  next  door  to  yours  ? 
—No. 

5959.  Unless  he  also  asks  for  a  monopoly  ? — No,  I 
do  not  go  beyond  that.  I  say  that  the  position  is  a 
question  of  outside  competition  ;  that  if  a  man  chose 
to  open  a  market  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  it ;  but  I 
to  say  this,  that  if  monopolies  are  to  prevaU  at  aU, 
the  historical  review  of  my  position  certainly  gives  me 

a  stionger  moral  claim  than  anybodv  else.  % 

5960.  (Mr.  Fierce  Mahony.)  What  accommoda- 
tion did  this  company  that  was  started  propose  to 
give :  did  they  propose  to  give  as  much  accommoda- 
tion as  you  give  ? — I  daresay  they  would.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  they  would  have  made  a  very 
good  market ;  they  would  have  made  a  market  outside 
the  town.     ITiis  map   shows    what   they    proposed 

to  do.  ^^^  J 
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For  every  stallion 

„        gelding  or  mare 


5961.  Judging  by  that  map  the  accommodation 
would  have  been  much  smaller  than  what  you  give  at 
present,  would  it  not  ? — No,  this  is  the  present  mar- 
ket {describing  the  map).  It  is  quite  in  the  centre  of 
the  town.  Here  is  the  main  street.  It  is  built  over 
this  beck,  to  which  it  falls  each  way,  and  there  is  an 
acre  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  beck.  This  is  the 
way  to  the  railway  station  {describing  the  plan). 
This  is  the  most  convenient  place  that  could  possibly 
be  found  for  a  market. 

5962.  Did  they  propose  that  they  should  have  the 
power  to  fix  any  tolls  they  liked  ? — No,  they  gave  a 
schedule. 

5963.  Have  those  tolls  been  handed  in  ?— They  are 
on  the  Bill,  and  they  were  as  follows  : — 

"  Schedule  A. 

£    s.    d. 
-020 
-    0     I     0 
yearling  colt  foal  mule  or  ass  -    0    0    6 
bull     -  -  -  -    0    0    6 

„        ox  cow  bullock  steer  heifer  or 

calf.  -  -  -    0    0    3 

„        sheep  or  lamb  -  -  -    0    0     1 

„        head  of  swine  (except  sucking 

pig).  .  .002 

„         sucking  pig     -  -  -    0    0    0^ 

„        other  animal  whatever  -006 

And  the  above  tolls  to  be  payable  for  each  animal  for 
each  day  or  part  of  a  day  in  which  the  same  is  placed 
in  the  market  whether  for  sale  or  not  and  whether 
sold  or  not. 

"Schedule  B. 

£    s.   d. 
For  every  bull  ox  cow  or  bullock  -    0     1     0 

„        calf      -  -  -  -     0    0    4 

„         sheep  or  lamb  -  -  .002 

„         hog  or  pig        -  -  "004 

„        other  animals  ••  -  -     0     1     0 

No  animal  to  remain  longer  than  24  hours  without 
payiiig  an  additional  toll  and  so  for  each  24  hours  or 
part  thereof." 

The  scale  of  charges  in  the  present  market  is  as 
follows : — 

s.    d. 
One  pen  for  4  head  of  cattle  or  under  -     l     4 

»  "  jy  »  -     2     8 

„      10         „  „  .34 

12            „                  „                  -  4     0 
„        16            „                  „                  .54 

Cow  and  calf             -            -            -            -  0     7 

One  bull        -            -             -            -            -  1     0 

Other  unpenned  cattle  per  head         -            -  0    4 
Cattle   put  into  the  top-yard  for   the  con. 

venience  of  purchasers  after  sale    .            -  0     I 
All  above  the  number  allowed  in  beast  pens 

will  be  charged      •            -            -            -s  0     4 

And  in  sheep  pens  at  the  rate  per  score  of     -  I     4 
Calf  pens  to  contain  not  more  than  two,  and 
pig  pens  to  contain  not  more  than  six,  will 

be  charged  per  pen             -             -            -  0     8 

Sheep  pens  are  charged  from             -            -  0     8 
Each  according  to  size  and  the  number  of  stock 
therein. 

5964.  Independently  of  the  auctioneers'  tolls,  have 
the  tolls  per  head  of  the  beasts  charged  in  your  mai*- 
ket  been  altered  since  the  market  was  established  ? — 
I  think  there  was  a  little  alteration  made  in  1881,  but 
it  was  a  very  small  thing. 

5965.  Have  you  got  the  original  tolls  which  were 
charged  by  your  father  ? — I  believe  the  original  tolls 
as  between  myself  and  the  general  public,  and  my 
father  and  the  general  public,  are  almost  identical ; 
but  I  should  not  like  to  pledge  myself  to  them  exactly, 
because  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  original  tolls.  The 
fact  is  I  do  not  think  that  there  were  any  printed ; 
out  the  alteration,  if  any,  is  very  slight. 

5966.  Are  those  the  tolls  in  existence  at  the 
present  time^  with  the  exception  of  the  addition  to  the 


auctioneers'  tolls  ? — Yes ;  but  perhaps  it  may  be  as 
well  to  show  you  where  the  great  difference  lay. 
The  difference,  if  you  look  at  the  Bill,  you  will  find 
to  be,  that  the  provision  in  it  is  that  the  payment  is 
to  be  by  the  head.  Pigs  are  in  large  numbers,  sheep 
are  in  large  numbers,  but  oxen,  cows,  and  bullocks  are  in 
small  numbers  comparatively,  at  the  market.  Where  you 
have  small  numbers  you  would  find  possibly  a  little  in- 
feriority in  the  charge  in  the  Bill ;  but  when  you  come 
to  the  Large  numbers  the  charges  in  the  Bill  were  in 
excess  of  my  charges.  I  have  it  all  worked  out  in 
figures  here.  For  instance,  I  will  give  you  a  sample 
of  what  I  mean.  I  will  take  the  years  1875,  1876, 
1877.  There  were  39,119  sheep  in  the  market  in 
1875 ;  in  I876  there  were  45,142 ;  and  in  1877  there 
were  45,503.  If  you  take  the  beasts  for  the  same 
time,  there  were  only  5,360  beasts  in  1875 ;  5,546  in 
1876 ;  and  3,808  in  1877.  Then,  if  you  take  the 
returns  upon  the  pig  market,  it  tells  still  more  heavily. 
Taking  the  1877  charges  for  sheep  my  charges  would 
be  13.5/.  11*.  4c?.,  whereas  the  charges  under  the  Bill 
would  have  been  189/.  11 «.  lie?.  Then  my  charges 
for  the  beasts,  which  numbered  3,808,  would  be 
56/.  8*.  8t/.,  and  theirs  would  have  been  a  little  less, 
47/. 

5967.  You  say  that,  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  there 
has  been  little  or  no  change  in  the  rate  of  tolls  first 
established  by  your  father  ? — Yes,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  auctioneers. 

5968.  I  suppose  it  is  not  necessary  for  people 
coming  into  the  market  now  to  sell  by  auction  ;  they 
may  sell  privately  if  they  choose  ? — Yes ;  as  to  lean 
stock  they  sell  by  private  contract. 

5969.  Does  the  selling  by  the  auctioneers  give  you 
any  extra  trouble  ? — ^It  has  involved  a  considerable 
structural  alteration  in  the  market.  I  have  made 
special  arrangements  now,  both  as  to  pens  for  weigh- 
ing  and  for  getting  the  stock  with  greater  facility 
up  to  the  pens.  Things  had  to  be  a  good  deal 
re-arranged. 

5970.  What  is  the  exact  charge  which  you  put 
upon  the  auctioneers  ? — It  would  be  Ad.  and  8^  ,*  it 
would  be  4(/.  for  the  ordinary  rate  and  %d,  for  the 
auctioneer.     That  would  be  Is.  per  bullock. 

5971.  You  find  that  the  weighing  machines  are  not 
used  ? — Practically  not  at  all.  Ever  since  they  have 
been  opened,  which  was  on  the  Ist  of  January,  a  very 
few  shillings  represent  all  that  has  been  received  from 
them. 

5972.  And  there  is  no  right  reserved  to  any  special 
auctioneer ;  I  suppose  any  auctioneer  can  come  into 
the  market? — Yes,  I  have  a  tabular  arrangement 
worked  out,  and  they  have  to  go  in  their  order.  The 
man  who  is  at  the  top  one  weeK  will  be  at  the  bottom 
the  next,  and  so  on,  and  it  is  all  drawn  out  so  that 
you  can  see  for  the  half  year  or  the  year  together  on 
particular  days  who  will  be  at  the  top  and  who  will  bo 
at  the  bottom. 

5973.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  what  the  alteration 
in  the  structure  of  the  market  that  was  necessary  for 
the  sales  by  auction  cost  ? — I  could  not  do  that.  It 
is  not  very  much ;  it  is  not  a  very  serious  thing,  but 
it  is  that  continual  kind  of  expense  that  is  going  on, 
to  always  met  t  the  altered  conditions  of  the  market. 

5974.  But  it  is  not  a  very  serious  amount  ?— No. 

5975.  But  practically  you  draw  three  times  the 
tolls  which  you  formerly  drew  upon  each  beast? — I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was  a  question  at 
one  time  whether  I  should  shut  up  this  market  unless 
I  could  get  some  reasonable  alteration.  I  had  a  good 
deal  of  bother  about  it,  and  I  saw  no  mode  of  making 
any  alteration  except  this.  The  auctioneerij  were  having 
an  enormous  plant  applied  for  their  purposes;  their 
returns  were  very  large  indeed  upon  these  payments, 
and  I  thought  that  it  was  only  fair  that  if  they  had  a 
good  market  for  the  conduct  of  their  business  I  should 
take  something  for  it,  and  I  left  it  between  them  and 
the  public  to  settle  how  the  charge  should  be  borne. 

5976.  But  practically  you  do  draw  tolls  about  three 
times  as  l^rge  as  you  t|id  formerly  ?— -Onljr  as  tp  fut 
stock.  ^  T 
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5977.  But  as  regards  the  fat  stock  you  do  ? — Yes. 

5978.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  fat  stock  in  a 
given  year  in  the  murket  ? — No,  I  cannot. 

5979.  Not  even  last  year  ? — ^No.  I  have  not  any 
of  the  details  beyond  the  general  numbers  which  I 
have  given  which  were  prepared  for  the  Bill. 

5980.  These  are  the  tolls,  I  presume,  that  are  put  up 
in  the  market  ? — Yes. 

5981.  (  Mr.  Little.)  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  area 
of  the  market  ? — I  should  thiuk  about  an  acre  and  a 
half. 

5982.  Do  you  know  how  many  stock  it  will 
accommodate  ? — It  will  accommodate  something  over 
4,000  sheep,  and  I  should  think  approximately  about 
450  beasts.  The  pigs  are  sold  on  a  different  day.  With 
reference  to  that  I  may  state  that  the  average  number 
of  sheep  in  the  market  will  not,  I  suppose,  be  more 
than  1,500,  or  1,600  a  market,  if  you  divide  the  total 
quantity  by  the  26  markets  in  the  year. 

5983.  So  that  vou  have  ample  accommodation  ? — 
Yes. 

5984.  Are  you  rated  for  these  tolls  separately  from 
the  property  ? — Yes. 

5985.  Would  you  mind  telling  us  what  you  are 
rated  at? — I  think  the  rates  come  to  about  30/.  a 
year. 

5986.  That  is  the  amount  of  rates  that  you  pay  ? — 
Yes. 

5987.  What  are  your  rates  in  the  pound  P — I  should 
think  they  would  be  about  6«.  My  assessment  is,  I 
think,  140/. 

5988.  Is  that  for  the  property  or  for  the  tolb  ?— 
For  the  tolls  apart  from  the  property. 

5989.  Do  you  know  why  the  weighing  machines 
are  not  used,  to  return  to  that  subject  ? — It  is  rather  a 
difficult  question  to  answer. 

5990.  Is  it  the  butchers  who  object? — In  the  first 
instance  the  butchers  were  strongly  opposed  to  the 
auctioneers.  The  farmers  were  very  much  divided. 
A  proportion  of  the  farmers  found  it  convenient  to 
sell  by  auction,  and  I  think  the  great  reason  why  the 
farmers  liked  auctioneering  was  that  there  was  a 
guarantee  for  the  payment  of  the  money,  and  they  got 
the  money  immediately  after  the  market  was  over,  or 
the  next  day.  It  was  the  readiness  of  payment  which 
induced  them  to  favour  auctioneering,  I  think,  in 
the  first  instance,  more  than  anj  actual  advantage 
derivable  from  it.  After  a  time  there  came  a  very 
divided  condition  of  things.  A  large  number  of  them 
did  not  want  the  auctioneers,  and  a  large  number  of 
them  did,  and  they  appealed  to  me  and  I  said,  "  Well, 
**  I  ara  the  servant  of  the  public,  I  am  quite  ready  to 
**  do  whatever  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
**  desire,  but  I  cannot  exclude  auctionef  rs  from  the 
"  market,  for  of  course  a  very  large  number  of  people 
"  require  them  on  the  one  hand,  and  I  do  not  choose 
'^  to  facilitate  them  on  the  other;  but  it  is  entirely 
"  optional  whether  you  employ  them  or  whether  you 
'*  do  not."  Then  I  think  the  butchers  were  more 
favourable  to  the  auctioneering  after  a  period  of  j ears. 
In  ihe  first  instance,  for  some  reason  or  other,  they 
were  opposed  to  it ;  they  likeii  the  old-fashioned  mode 
of  making  their  own  bargains;  but  after  12  or  14 
ypars  they  became  very  much  more  in  favour  of  the 
system  of  auctioneering.  Then  it  gradually  came 
about  that  the  auctioneers  and  the  butchers  were 
pretty  much  of  the  same  opinion ;  there  was  a  change; 
there  was  no  hostility.  Then  the  difficulty  for  the 
farmer  became  very  much  greater.  It  was  found  at 
last  that  he  could  not  sell  his  fat  stock  otherwise  than 
by  auction  in  the  market,  and  therefore  it  has 
gradually  gone  on  in  that  kind  of  wa.y.  I  think  when 
the  weighing  was  first  suggested  it  was  done  entirely 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  auctioneering.  But 
when  the  formidable  difficulty  arose  that  the  butchers 
did  not  like  it,  and  nobody  liked  it,  and  nobody 
cared  about  it,  then  I  do  not  think  when  it  came 
to  the  point  that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  farmers  to  face  the  difficulty. 

5991.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  an  advan- 
tage if  opeu  sales  such  as  those  by  auction  were  sales 


by  live  weight  ?—  No  doubt  of  it,  but  at  ths  same      Mr.  W.  O. 
time  this  was  the  position.      As  soon  as  these  weighs        JarraiL 

were  put  down  1  was  naturally  desirous  that  some-  * 

thing  should  come  of  them.  I  did  not  care  about  ^  ^"°®  '^^* 
laying  out  another  100/.,  and  having  it  entirely  un- 
productive  and  a  dead  loss ;  and,  therefore,  in  order  to 
set  the  example,  I  always  weighed  my  own  things 
when  I  sent  tnem  to  the  market.  But  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  laughing  and  .joking  about  the  matter, 
and  I  was  told  the  whole  thing  was  jeered  at. 
The  consequence  is  that  there  is  a  passive  resistance 
to  the  whole  business,  and  I  believe  if  other 
markets  are  at  all  like  mine  there  is  no  value  in  these 
exceedingly  well-intended  statutory  requirements ; 
and  the  only  people  to  sufier  are  the  owners  of  mar- 
kets. 1  think  in  Hull  they  are  pretty  much  in  the 
same  condition  j  they  have  got  some  weighs  down,  but 
I  do  not  suppose  many  people  use  them.  I  may  say, 
by  way  of  illustration,  that  in  Pickering  Market  I 
think  there  is  an  auction  charge,  and  in  Hull  Market 
within  the  last  few  months  I  have  been  told  that  they 
have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  as  I  have  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  auctioneers ;  and  one  of 
the  Hull  gentlemen  told  me  that  the  contribution  by 
the  auctioneers  to  the  market  tolb  would  come  ulti  • 
mately  to  700/.  a  year.  They  have  a  weekly  market. 
How  far  that  may  be  correct  I  do  not  know  of  my 
own  knowledge. 

5992.  (Sir  James  Carry.)  Are  the  fat  sheep  sold 
by  auction  the  same  as  the  fat  cattle  ? — Yes. 

5993.  Do  the  auctioneers  pay  the  same  for  selling 
sheep  as  for  selling  cattle  ? — No ;  there  is  a  separate 
rate  ;  the  sheep  are  paid  for  by  the  pen  of  five. 

5994.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Are  these  tolls  paid  when 
demanded  ? — ^Yes,  thei*e  is  no  difficulty  as  to  the  tolls  ; 
they  are  always  paid. 

5995.  Has  anybody  ever  been  forced  to  pay  who 
did  not  wish  to  pay  ? — Never.  In  the  whole  history 
of  that  market  there  has  never  been,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  any  such  instance. 

599i6.  Who  made  these  rules  and  regulations  ? — I 
drew  these  up  myself. 

5997.  They  are  apparently  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  market  made  by  some  person  having  authority ; 
but  you  drew  them  up  ? — I  drew  them  up. 

5998.  Who  is  the  clerk  of  the  market  ?— He  is 
dead  now. 

5999.  Who  appointed  him  ? — I  appointed  him. 

6000.  Have  you  any  power  to  appoint  to  the  office 
of  clerk  of  the  market ;  have  you  any  grant  of  the 
right  to  make  a  clerkship  of  the  market  ? — No  other 
than  that  it  is  my  own  private  property. 

6001.  What  is  a  private  market? — It  is  a  private 
market,  in  the  sense  that  it  is  held  upon  my  property 
and  tolls  are  paid  there.  It  is  not  a  public  market  in 
the  sense  of  any  public  body  providing  the  accommo- 
dation. 

6002.  It  is  not  connected  with  the  manorial  title  to 
the  market,  I  understand ;  are  you  aware  that  there  is 
an  ancient  manorial  title  to  a  market  in  Great  Drif- 
field, and  that  there  is  a  charter  regulating  the  markets 
in  this  place  where  you  have  set  up  a  private  market  ? 
— 1  am  not  aware.  I  believe  there  is  at  Little 
Driffield,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  at  Great 
Driffield. 

6003.  I  am  not  asking  as  to  Little  Driffield ;  I  only 
asked  whether  you  are  aware  that  the  charter  as  to 
Great  Driffield  was  promulgated  in  an  early  reign, 
that  of  Edward  II.  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  fact. 

6004.  You  treated  this  as  being  a  market,  and  you 
said  that  you  were  the  servant  of  the  public ;  but  I 
gather  that  your  late  father  appointed  himself  and 
made  the  market  himself.  You  do  not,  as  I  under- 
stand, set  up  a  title  to  a  legal  franchise  of  market  as 
against  the  public,  a  right  to  hold  a  market  and  to 
lew  tolls;  and  if  you  set  up  a  market  without 
authority  you  are  of  course  hable  to  a  quo  warranto 
or  you  may  set  up  the  simulacrum  of  a  market  on  a 
field  ? — I  have  already  stated  that  I  make  no  claims 
that  no  other  person  can  make,  and  I  ank  for  no 
statutory  favour  which  U  not  already  in  existence. 
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6005.  I  notice  that  you  call  these  "  tolls,"  but  your 
own  bill  calls  them  **  changes  **;  perhaps  we  had 
better  not  press  the  question  of  tolls  ? — As  a  statutory 
right  I  do  not  put  it  beyond  my  legal  position. 

600G.  It  depends  upon  possession  for  some  years  ? 
— ^For  42  years.  I  have  contended  that  having  done 
all  this  I  certainly  ought  to  have  some  reasonable 
protraction  as  against  the  outside  public. 

6007.  I  was  only  speaking  on  the  bare  technical 
point  ? — ^As  regards  the  charter  I  may  say  that  I  did 
not  know  that  there  was  any  charter  extending  to 
Great  Driffield.  Of  course  Great  DriflSeld  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  could  be  only  a  few  mud  cottages 
at  the  very  most.  But  when  you  extend  these  original 
powers  to  a  town  which  has  now  6,000  inhabitants,  the 
case  is  very  diiferent.  The  lord  of  the  manor  practi- 
cally gets  no  benefit  out  of  it ;  his  interest  is  of  a  very 
shadowy,  and  I  may  say  shaky  character,  and  it  ends 
in  his  officials  becoming  obnoxious  and  creating  a 
great  deal  of  hostility  and  objection  ;  and  I  am  quite 
sure  that  if  Lord  Downe  had  known  the  reid  facts 
his  action  would  have  been  different.  I  know  the 
private  history  of  course  of  all  the  bother  in  1853.  It 
was  a  long  while  before  the  real  facts  came  to  Lord 
Downe's  actual  knowledge,  because  nobody  in  my 
father's  interest  personally  approached  him. 

6008.  {Mr.  Fierce  Mahony.)  Is  the  cattle  market 
chiefly  a  market  for  fat  stock  or  for  lean  stock  ? — It  is 
a  very  large  lean  stock  market  too.  It  is  the  centre 
of  one  of  the  best  agricultural  districts  of  England ;  it 
is  at  the  foot  of  the  Wolds,  and  they  bring  in  large 


quantities  of  sheep  for  store.  The  Driffield  fairs  used 
to  be  the  great  fairs.  In  this  corre5»pon<lence  Mr. 
Langley  alludes  to  ihe  damage  that  a  cattle  market 
would  do  to  his  fiiirs.  There  were  four  fairs  in  the 
year.  Since  these  fortnightly  cattle  markets  were 
established  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  they  have 
seriously  injured  Driffield  Fail*,  and  there  is  nothing 
like  the  quantity  of  stock  at  that  fair  that  there  used 
to  be,  because  they  can  briug  them  fortnight  by  fort- 
night to  the  maricet,  and  they  cau  dispose  of  them  in  a 
more  satisfactory  manner  to  themselves. 

6009.  Are  the  store  sheep  sold  by  auction  ? — No. 

6010.  What  is  the  charge  to  the  auctioneer  for  a 
pen  of  fat  sheep  sold  by  auction  ? — The  auctioneers 
pay  for  the  accommodation  afforded  them  for  con- 
ducting such  sales  in  the  market  Hd.  for  each  head  of 
cattle  and  Ad.  for  each  pen  of  five  sheep.  There  are 
two  classes  here,  one  as  between  the  public  and  my- 
self and  the  other  as  between  the  auctioneer  and 
myself. 

6011.  I  understand  that  for  selling  fat  stock  the 
auctioneers  charge  5s.  a  head  ? — I  think  it  is  4^.  6J. 
now. 

6012.  That  is  irrespective  of  the  value  of  the 
animal ;  it  is  not  a  per-centage  charge  ? — No,  it  is  not 
a  per-centage  charge. 

6013.  Do  you  know  what  they  charge  for  a  pen  of 
sheep  ? — I  think  2s.  6d.  for  five  sheep. 

6014.  But  it  is  a  fixed  charge  irrespective  of  the 
value  ^ — ^Yes,  I  think  the  charge  is  6d,  a  piece. 


The  witness  vrithdrew. 


Mr. 
JR.  H.  Daw€. 


Mr.  Richard  Hill  Daws  examined. 


6015.  {Chairman,) 
?— 1 1 


You    are  town  clerk  of   the 
borough  of  Hull  ? — 1  am. 

6016.  And  you  have  held  that  office  for  three  or 
four  years,  have  you  not  ? — ^Yes,  since  the  4th  of 
December  1884. 

6017.  Will  you  tell  us  how  long  the  corporation  of 
Hull  have  held  their  markets  ? — Since  27  Edward  I., 
when  they  were  granted  by  charter  of  that  monarch. 

6018.  Have  there  been  any  later  charters  ? — There 
have  been  several,  I  believe,  upwards  of  30  altogether ; 
but  the  only  charter  which  really  affects  the  markets 
was  the  one  of  40  Elizabeth,  which  authorises  the 
holding  of  markets  in  any  places  which  the  corpora- 
tion might  appoint ;  and  by  the  governing  charter  of 
13  Charles  II.  the  market  rights  were  confirmed. 

6019.  How  many  markets  are  there  in  Hull? — 
There  are  six,  and  not  seven,  as  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Bradnum. 

6020.  What  is  the  difference  between  your  calcula- 
tion and  his  ? — The  first,  is  the  Market  Hall,  Queen'n 
Street, «for  the  sale  of  meat,"  butter,  egg^^  poultry,  &c. 
The  second  is  the  general  market  on  the  north  and 
south  sides,  and  west  end  of  Holy  Trinity  Church 
for  the  sale  of  vegetables,  fruit,  flowers,  seeds,  toys, 
baskets,  clothes,  &c.  The  third  is  the  wholesale  fruit 
and  vegetable  market  in  the  Corporation  Field,  Park 
Street.  The  fourth  is  the  pig  and  cattle  market, 
Edward's  Place.  The  fifth  is  the  wool  market  in 
Edward's  Place.  The  sixth  is  the  Corn  Exchange  in 
High  Street.  Mr.  Bradnum  has  arrived  at  his  seven 
markets  by  including  the  Paragon  Station  belonging 
to  the  North-eastern  Railway  Company  and  Billings- 
gate on  the  dock  hide  belonging  to  the  Dock  Company, 
by  omitting  the  cattle  and  wool  markets  nltogether, 
and  by  treating  Dixon's  Square,  which  adjoins  the 
Market  Hall,  as  a  separate  market. 

002 1.  Then  you  do  not  consider  that  the  places 
which  are  used  as  markets  by  the  North-eastern 
Railway  Company  and  by  the  Dock  Company  are 
entitled  to  be  called  such  ? — They  are  certainly  not 
markets  appointed  by  the  corporation. 

6022.  But  they  are  markets  io  the  popular  sense  of 
the  word  ? — Business  is  undoubtedly  done  there,  with 
which  corporation  have  never  interfered  hitherto,  but 
the  sale  of  fi^  and  also  of  garden  produce  at  the  tAvo 


places  has  been  the  subject  of  a  report  by  myself  to 
the  committee,  and  what  the  action  of  the  committee 
may  be  I  am  unable  to  state.  The  sales  have  been 
allowed  for  some  time  past. 

6023.  Mr.  Bradnum  told  us,  in  answer  to  a  question 
whether  the  markets  where  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  that  they  are  scattered  all  over  the  town  and 
miles  apart ;  do  you  confirm  that  ? — ^That  is  not 
80.  Tho  plan  that  I  hand  in,  marked  A,  fhows  that 
they  are  not  scattered.  At  the  same  time,  they  are 
not  all  together,  and  we  contend  that  no  object  would 
be  gained  by  placing  them  together.  We  cannot 
conceive,  for  instance,  that  any  good  object  would  be 
served  by  placing  the  corn  and  meat  markets  under 
one  roof.  On  the  plan  of  the  borough,  which  I  hand 
in,  the  sites  of  the  various  markets  have  been  coloured 
red  {producing  apian). 

6024.  We  had  a  statement  from  Mr.  Bradnum  that 
the   markets   were   in   reality  governed  by  what  he 
called  a  markets  sub-committee ;   is  that  the  case  ? 
— Mr.   Bradnum's  assertion    that    Ihe    markets    are 
governed  according  to  the  absolute  will  of  the  mar- 
kets  sub- committee    is  without   foundation.       They 
are  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  town  council, 
which  is   elected   by    the  ratepayers  in   accordance 
with  the  Municipal   Corporations  Act,   1882.      The 
multifarious   work   of  the   council   if.   transacted   by 
means  of  committees  and  sub-committees,  whose  pro- 
ceedings require  conHrmation  by  the  council  before 
they  become  operative.     I  believe  that,  as  a  matter 
of   fact,    greater   publicity    is    given    by  the    Hull 
Corporation  to  the  proceedings  of  their  committees 
and   sub-committees  than  by  any  other  in  the  king- 
dom, the  press  being  summoned   to  all  committees 
(not  sub-committees),   and  the  proceedings  of  sub- 
committees being  read  over  at  the  full  committees  in 
the  presence  of  t!ie  press,  and  approved  either  with 
or  without  alteration,  as  the  case  may  be.     The  whole 
proceedings  of  every  committee  and  sub-committee, 
moreover,  are  printed  in  extenso  and  sent  to  the  press, 
as  well  as  to  every  member  of  the  council,  two  days 
at  least  before  they  come  up  for  confirmation  by  the 
council.     A  print  of  the  proceedings  of  the  property 
committee,     showing    the     market    sub-committee's 
minutes,  is  handed  in,  marked  B. 
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6025.  When  you  say  that  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  every  sub-committee  are  printed  tit  exiensoy 
does  that  mean  merely  a  formal  notice  of  the  business 
gone  through,  or  does  it  include  any  report  of  the 
discussions  which  may  have  taken  place  ? — Of  the 
business  done.  Of  course  it  would  be  impossible  to 
circulate  ahorthand  notes  of  all  that  is  said  at  sub- 
committees ;  but  reports,  letters,  and  resolutions,  in 
fact,  the  minutes  of  the  whole  of  the  committees  and 
•ub-committees  are  entered  tit  extenso,  and  printed  for 
circulation. 

6026.  But  there  is  no  contradiction  there  between  . 
your  evidence  and  that  of  Mr.  Bradnum,  because  he 
says  that  the  sittings  of  the  sub-committees  are  all 
practically  held  in  secret,  that  is  to  say,  without 
reporters? — That  is  so  with  r^ard  to  the  sub- 
committees only.  But  ho  went  on  fiirther  to  say,  as 
I  gathered,  that  the  markets  were  governed  according 
to  the  absolute  will  of  the  sub-committee.  That  is  an 
entire  fallacy. 

6027.  We  may  take  it  that  the  business  done  at  the 
sub-committees  has  to  be  referred  to  fhe  committees 
which  aftenvards  deal  with  it  ? — That  is  so,  and  the 
proceedings  are  read  over  in  the  presence  of  the  press, 
and  any  member  of  the  committee  is  of  course  at 
liberty  to  move  any  amendment,  or  the  rejection  or 
approval  of  the  action  of  the  sub- committee. 

6028.  But  that  may  be  consistent  with  the  fact  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  sub-committee  are  not  in 
practice  interfered  with  by  the  committee  ? — It  is  not 
a  formal  vote  taken  by  the  fbll  committee.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  sub-committee  are  read  over,  and  if 
what  they  have  done  commends  itself  to  the  judgment 
of  the  committee  it  is  approved,  other^vise  it  is  dis- 
approved, and  a  resolution  altering  it  is  entered  on 
the  full  committee's  minutes. 

6029.  Therefore  you  say  that  there  is  power  to 
overrule  the  markets'  sub-committee,  whether  that 
power  is  frequently  used  or  not? — ^I  go  even  fiirther 
and  say,  that  the  sub-committee's  action  is  practically 
a  report,  and  has  no  validity  whatever  until  con- 
firmed by  the  full  committee  and  by  the  council 
afterwards.  I  should  not  act  upon  it  myself,  nor 
would  the  treasurer. 

6030.  How  is  this  markets'  sub-committee  com- 
posed ? — It  is  composed  of  the  chairman  and  deputy 
chairman  and  four  other  members  of  the  property 
committee,  two  being  aldermen  and  two  being 
councillors.  The  mayor  and  ex-mayor  are  ex  officio 
members  of  every  committee  and  sub-committee  of  the 
corporation. 

6031.  Do  the  mayor  and  the  ex-mayor  practically 
attend  these  sub-committees  ?  —  They  attend  some  ; 
they  do  not  attend  all.  Sometimes  the  business 
coming  before  a  sub-committee,  even  a  general  com- 
mittee, is  more  or  less  formal  or  of  trivial  importance. 

6032.  Mr.  Bradnum  states  that  he  sent  a  letter  to 
the  town  clerk  to  inquire  whether  he  might  be 
allowed  to  bring  a  reporter  before  the  markets'  sub- 
committee, or  to  bring  a  friend  a^i  a  witness,  and  that 
this  was  refused ;  have  you  anything  to  say  upon 
that  ? — The  history  of  Mr.  Bradnum's  application  to 
bring  a  reporter  before  the  markets'  sub-committee 
is  shortly  this : — Having  on  the  prosecution  of  the 
police  been  convicted  several  times  of  obstructing 
Humber  Street  by  exposing  goods  on  the  highway 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Police 
Clauses  Act,  Mr,  Bradnum,  on  the  6th  January  last, 
waited  upon  the  property  committee  and  asked  the 
following  questions  : — 

(a.)  Is  the  decision  of  the  corporation  final  to  clear 
Humber  Street  entirely  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays, 
and  to  prevent  perishable  fruit  and  vegetables  arriving 
by  railway  from  being  exposed  for  sale  therein,  as  is 
now  usual  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ? 

(jb,)  If  the  decision  of  the  corporation  is  not  final, 
upon  what  conditions  will  they  allow  the  same 
opportunities  of  exposing  upon  Mondays  and  Thurs- 
days as  is  now  aflbrded  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ? 

These  questions  were  referred  by  the  property  com- 
mittee to  the  markets'  sub-committee  for  considera- 
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lion  and   import,  with  power   to   seek   an   iutervicH-  ^r. 

with  Mr.  Bradnum.     Mr.  Bradnum  was  accordingly     "•  ^'  ''•^«'^' 
invited  to  attend  the  sub-committee  on  the  23rd  of 

January,  on  which  morning  I  received  a  letter  from       

him,  asking;  whether  there  would  be  any  objection 
to  hi.s  bringing  either  a  i*eporter  or  a  friend  to  the 
meeting.  To  this  I  replied  that  it  was  unusual  for 
reporters  to  be  present  at  sub-committees.  Mr. 
Bradnum  attended  the  meeting,  and  although  the 
chairman  promised  that  a  shorthand  note  of  the 
interview  should  be  taken  and  a  copy  supplied,  if 
desired,  Mr.  Bradnum  stated  tliat  he  did  not  feel 
inclined  to  go  into  the  question  unless  he  had  an 
independent  person  present,  and  asserted  that  the 
majority  of  the  members  were  publicly  pledged 
against  the  views  he  held. 

6033.  Is  it  the  fact  that  there  is  to  be  a  revision  of 
the  by  daws  relating  to  the  markets  ? — That  is  so.  I 
have  had  them  in  hand  myself  for  some  time,  but 
owing  to  pressuixt  of  other  business  I  have  been 
unable  to  give  attention  to  the  matter. 

6034.  Can  you  tell  us  what  decision  the  council 
have  come  to  upon  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of 
a  market  committee  ? — ^At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
council  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in  May  the 
following  resolution  was  passed,  viz. : — 

<'  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  be  called  ^  the 
market  committee '  to  inquire  and  report — 

''First.  As  to  the  existing  market  rights  of  the 
corporation,  and  as  to  whether  these  rights  are  being 
exercised  by  other  persons  or  companies. 

"Secondly.  As  to  markets  in  other  cities  or 
boroughs,  their  rights  and  utility,  and  the  incomes 
derived  therefrom. 

*'  Thirdly.  As  to  whether  it  is  desirable  that  fur- 
ther market  accommodation  should  be  provided  in 
HuU. 

''  That  such  committee  consist  of  three  aldermen, 
to  be  selected  by  their  own  body  and  two  councillors 
from  Central  and  Queen's  wards  respectively,  and  one 
councillor  from  each  of  the  other  (10)  wards  to  be 
selected  by  a  majority  of  the  representatives  of  each 
ward,  and  the  mayor  and  ex*  mayor  ex  officio.*' 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  resolution  directs  an 
inquiry  and  report,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the 
regulation  and  management  of  the  markets. 

6035.  A  question  was  put  to  Mr.  Bradnum  as  to 
whether  there  were  complaints  of  inadequate  market 
accommodation,  and  he  answered,  ''  Yes,  there  are 
"  great  and  general  complaints  "  ;  what  have  you  to 
say  upon  that  point  ? — ^I  am  not  aware  of  any  great  or 
general  complaints  with  regard  to  the  markets  in 
Hull,  except  the  cattle  market,  and  in  that  case 
nothing  has  been  done  latterly  owing  to  the  con- 
flicting opinions  which  prevail  as  to  the  most  desirable 
site.  The  council  have  in  fact  given  effect  in  every 
way  to  the  constitutionally  expressed  opinions  and 
wishes  of  the  ratepayers,  and  it  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  a  definitely  expressed  opinion  on  the  question  of 
sites  for  the  cattle  market  that  no  further  action  has 
hitherto  been  taken  with  reference  thereto. 

6036.  Is  it  the  fact  that  since  1861  the  population 
of  Hull  has  doubled  ? — Possibly  ;  I  have  not  gone  into 
those  figures.  It  is  very  likely  that  it  has  doubled,  or 
more  than  doubled,  but  I  cannot  say.  I  had  nor 
checked  those  figures;  I  thought  them  scarcely 
material. 

6037.  An  objection  was  taken  by  Mr.  Bradnum  to 
the  alleged  increase  of  toll.s  in  the  cattle  market ;  how 
do  the  facts  stand  as  to  that  ? — That  is  a  misappre- 
hension on  the  pait  of  Mr.  Bradnum.  The  increased 
charge  which  he  refiBrs  to  was  for  sales  by  auction  of 
fat  cattle  on  other  than  market  days.  The  gentlemen 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Bradnum's  evidence,  the  auctioneers, 
waited  on  the  markets  sub-committee  on  the  1st  of 
March  1887,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  take  Edward's 
Place,  where  the  cattle  market  is  held  on  Mondays 
and  Thursdays  (which  were  not  market  days),  at  an 
annual  rent,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  their  sales  by 
auction,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  rent  should  be 
20/.  a  year,  payable  by  each  auctioneer.  ^E^e  com-    ^ 
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Mr.  mittee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proposal  of  the 

R,  H.  Dawe,    auctioneers  would  tell  unfavourably  upon  some  of  the 

smaller  men,  and  would  have  the  effect  of  destroying 

7  June  1888.  oompetition,  and  they  therefore  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  following  extra  rates  for  sales  by 
auction  of  fat  stock  :  6d.  per  head  upon  all  beasts; 
Sd,  per  pen  of  five  sheep  or  lambs ;  Id,  per  head  upon 
swfne.  The  auctioneers  were  at  liberty,  if  they  did 
noc  care  to  pay  the  charges  fixed  by  the  corporation, 
to  provide  or  take  any  other  place  for  their  sales,  and 
they,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  attempted  to  hold  their  sales 
in  an  adjoining  yard,  but  were  not  supported,  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  farmers  and 
butchers  on  the  12th  of  April  urging  the  corporation 
to  utilise  Edward's  Place  to  the  fullest  extent,  and 
pledging  itself  to  attend  only  the  corporation's  cattle 
market,  and  declining  to  support  any  cattle  auctions 
held  elsewhere.  It  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the 
present  cattle  market  is  too  small. 

6038.  In  point  of  fact  the  council  are  considering 
the  question  of  enlarging  or  removing  it,  and  the 
difficulty  at  present  is  that  they  cannot  determine 
upon  a  site? — ^That  is  so;  they  cannot  determine 
upon  such  a  site  as  will  satisfy  all  parties  concerned 
in  the  trade. 

6039.  With  regard  to  the  sale  of  market  garden 
produce,  fruit,  vegetables,  eggs,  and  butter,  have  you 
received  any  complaint  ? — No,  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
there  are  none,  at  least  no  constitutionally  expressed 
complaint,  if  I  may  put  it  in  that  way.  Complaints 
may  be  made  in  the  markets  that  I  never  hear  of,  but 
DO  g^ioral  complaint  has  reached  tha  corporation  upon 
the  subject. 

6040.  The  general  market  was  removed,  we  are  told, 
a  few  years  ago  horn  the  market  place  to  the  church 
side  ? — Yes,  the  market  place  being  on  the  ea^t  side  of 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  it  was  removed  to  the  north, 
south,  and  west  sides  for  the  convenience  of  (he  traffic 
in  the  market  place. 

6041.  I  see  that  Mr.  Bradnum  in  his  evidence  says 
tliat  several  small  markets  have  grown  up  in  difterent 
parts  of  the  borough,  in  addition  to  which  markets  are 
held  in  many  of  the  streets ;  and  he  goes  on  to  say 
that  the  consequence  of  this  divided  system  is  to 
weaken  the  competition ;  have  you  any  remarks  to 
make  upon  that? — I  should  have  thought  that  it 
would  have  had  exactly  the  contrary  effect,  but  1 
cannot  accept  the  statement  that  several  markets  have 
grown  up  in  the  town.  Mr.  Bradnum's  illustration 
practically  is  a  refutation  of  his  statement.  For 
instance,  he  says  that  one  market  is  in  Humber  Street. 
Humber  Street  is  not  a  market ;  it  is  a  place  appointed 
for  the  standing  of  carrier^'  carts  on  market  days.  If 
carriers  be  desirous  of  selling  from  their  market  carts, 
the  corporation  have  decided  that  they  may  do  so,  and 
in  fairness  u)  the  rest  of  the  people  who  attend  the 
markets,  the  carriers  are  charged  a  small  toll  for  so 
doing.  Then  he  refers  to  Dixon's  Square,  which  he 
says  is  another  market.  That  is  absolutely  adjoining 
the  Market  Hall  itself,  and  the  produce  there  gold  is 
what  is  called  the  Lincolnshire  produce,  mostly  live 
nibbits,  live  chickens,  and  pigeons,  quite  different 
from  the  vegetables  and  other  produce  which  comes 
from  Cottingham.  Then  again,  bearing  in  mind  that 
markets  are  intended  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  I 
am  doubtful  myself  whether  scattered  or  distributed 
markets  are  not  better  adapted  for  the  purpose  than 
one  central  market. 

6042.  You  mean  that  they  are  less  liable  to  be 
crowded? — Yes,  and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that 
market  produce,  potatoes  and  other  things,  are  very 
heavy  for  people  to  carry;  and  if,  in  an  extended 
borough,  the  ratepayers  have  to  attend  one  place,  it 
must  necessarily  be  a  long  way  from  the  fringe  of  the 
town,  and  if  you  add  the  cost  of  trams  or  conveyance 
to  the  amount  that  they  have  to  pay  for  the  produce 
when  they  get  to  the  market,  I  doubt  whether  they 
would  be  in  favour  of  a  central  market  so  much  as  of 
scattered  ones. 

6043.  In  your  opinion  is  there  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Hull  to  have  one  central  market 


constructed  in  lieu  of  these  scattered  markets  ? — It 
certainly  is  not  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Hull  to 
incur  that  expense  ;  at  least,  it  has  not  been  so  ex- 
pressed. I  may  here  observe  that  in  Manchester 
there  is  a  most  magnificent  market,  and  it  is  rather  a 
significant  fact  that  Mr.  Bradnum  left  Manchester 
some  10  or  12  years  ago,  where  I  believe  before  he 
left  he  found  as  much  to  complain  of  as  he  does  in 
Hull.  However,  since  he  has  come  to  Hull,  I  believe 
he  has  been  fairly  prosperons  and  successfuL 

6044.  Some  mention  has  been  made  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Field,  and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Field  is 
neither  flagged  nor  paved,  that  it  is  covered  with 
ashes,  that  it  is  often  ankle  deep  in  mud  and  dirt,  and 
that  its  condition  is  injurious  to  the  health  of  those 
who  attend  the  market ;  what  have  you  to  say  to  that  ? 
— It  is  the  wholesale  vegetable  market  for  the  pro- 
duce grown  in  the  district.  It  is  not  flagged  certainly, 
but  the  portion  of  the  Field  where  the  carriers'  carts 
stand  has  been  macadamized,  and  the  rest  has  not  been 
covered  with  ashes,  but  cindered ;  possibly,  in  very 
bad  weather,  it  may  not  be  very  clean  for  foot 
passengers,  but  I  know  of  no  general  complaint  upon 
the  subject;  and  the  market  gardeners  and  iBEurmers 
who  attend  it  would,  J  think,  prefer  to  be  there  as  it 
is  without  having  to  pay  the  cost,  or  to  contribute 
higher  tolls  towards  the  expense  of  covering  it.  The 
charge  ai  present  made  is  Sd.  for  evei^  cart  or  waggon 
whatever  may  be  the  contents  ;  and  I  think  if  it  were 
a  covered  market  it  would  have  to  be  much  higher*  It 
is  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  ground  is  ankle 
deep  m  mud  ;  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  has  been,  and 
I  am  told  that  it  never  was  in  such  a  state.  I  have 
never  been  there  whilst  the  market  was  being  held, 
so  that  I  cannot  speak  of  it  from  personal  observation. 

6045.  I  see  that  it  is  stated  in  the  eyidence  from 
which  I  have  been  quoting,  that  none  of  the  markets 
are  covered  in,  and  that  therefore  in  wet  weather,  or 
snow,  there  is  considerable  inconvenience  and  injury 
to  health  ;  have  you  any  remark  to  make  upon  that  ? 
— The  wholesali^  vegetable  market  in  the  Corporation 
Field  is  not  covered ;  neither  is  the  market  outside 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  but  the  Market  Hall  is.  The 
market  round  the  church  side  is  a  retail  vegetable  and 
general  market  for  which  the  corporation  provide 
stalls  and  frames  for  the  coverings,  but  the  people  who 
take  the  stalls  provide  their  own  coverings  ;  and 
I  have  noticed  that  although  the  corporation  provide 
the  stalls  and  frames,  there  are  some  cases  where  the 
people  prefer  not  to  pay  the  small  tariff  which  is 
charged  for  the  stall,  or  go  to  the  3xpense  of  pro- 
viding a  cover.  Articles  of  very  small  value,  such  as 
crockery  and  so  on,  are  sold  there,  and  I  doubt 
whether  they  would  be  able  to  bear  the  increased 
charges  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose  if  they 
were  placed  under  cover.  With  regard  to  the  health 
of  Hull,  I  think  it  only  fair  lo  say,  that  although  the 
site  of  Hull  is  level  and  somewhat  low,  the  drainage 
is  very  efficient,  the  corporation  having  erected  a 
pumping  station  by  whicli  the  sewage  can  be  forced 
into  the  liiver  Humber  whatever  may  be  the  height 
of  the  water,  and  by  the  scour  of  the  tide  is  carried 
well  away  to  sea.  The  Registrar- General's  returns 
prove  Hull  to  be  very  healthy  Last  year,  according 
to  the  Registrar-Grenerars  retuins  of  deaths  in  the  28 
larce  towns,  Hull  was  the  lo«rest  but  three  on  the  list, 
with  an  average  death  rate  of  19'2  per  1,C00.  I 
think  the  return  sufficient  evidence  as  to  the  health  of 
the  town. 

6046.  We  have  some  statements  made  about  the 
new  market  hall,  and  Mr.  Bradnum  has  told  us  that 
it  has  been  built  '*  almost  I  believe,  I  might  say,  in 
**  defiance  of  the  people  of  Hull " ;  have  you  any- 
thing to  say  as  to  that  statement  ? — That  statement  is 
wholly  unintelhgible.  The  new  market  hall  has 
taken  the  place  of  old  buildings  called  the  shambles, 
which  belonged  to  the  corporation  in  their  municipal 
capacity,  and  the  re-building  of  the  market  hall  was 
not  proceeded  with  until  after  the  scheme  had  been 
under  consideration  for  nearly  12  months,  and,  having 
been  fully  discussed,  was  finally  approved  by  a  yote 
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of  the  council  of  39  to  10.  There  was  a  puhlic 
meeting  held  at  which  I  was  not  present,  but  I  under- 
stand that  there  was  an  overwhelming  raajoritj  in 
favour  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  market'hall ;  and  the 
suggestion  that  no  poll  was  granted  because  the 
mayor  was  out  of  town  is  an  absurdity,  since  there 
was  no  power  to  demand  or  grant  the  taking  of  a 
poll  on  such  a  point. 

6047.  T  observe  that  Mr.  Bradnum  s^ys:  '^This 
**  meeting  was  held  in  the  sessions  court  in  the  old 
**  town,  a  very  small  place,  in  fact  the  meeting  was 
"  thoroughly  packed  by  representatives  of  the  shop- 
"  keepers  in  the  knarket  place  who  closed  their  shops 
"  early  in  the  day ;"  was  that  the  case  ? — I  think  that 
is  an  entire  misapprehension  on  his  part.  I  was  not 
in  Hull  at  the  time  ;  it  was  before  I  went  to  Hull ; 
but  I  think  he  is  not  warranted  in  making  that  state- 
ment. The  sessions  court  is  the  principal  place  in 
which  we  have  held  these  public  meetings ;  the  first 
public  meeting  after  I  went  to  Hull  was  held  there. 

6048.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  charges  in  the  new 
market  are  three  times  what  they  were  in  the  shambles, 
and  that  people  are  paying  at  the  rate  of  70/.  per 
square  yard  per  annum ;  is  that  the  fact  ? — ^That  is  not 
the  fact.  I  hand  in  a  statement  marked  E.  of  the 
sums  now  charged  for  stallage,  Ac.  in  the  market  hall, 
and  of  those  taken  in  the  shambles  before  they  were 
pulled  down.  I  also  hand  in  a  statement  marked  F. 
showing  the  capital  invested  in  and  the  income  derived 
from  the  various  markets  in  the  town.  From  this 
statement  it  appears  that  the  capital  simk  in  markets 
is  142,113/.  5s.  9d.y  bringing  in  a  nett  income  of 
3,904/.  14*.  10«/.,  being  2|  per  cent,  upon  the  capital. 
It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  total  cost  of  re-building 
the  market  hall  was  23,640/.,  the  estimated  value  of 
the  land  being  44,000/.,  making  together  67,640/.,  and 
that  the  nett  revenue  from  this  invested  capital  is 
2,129/.  Il5.  0(f.,  or  about  3^th8  per  cent,  being  less 
than  the  interest  which  the  corporation  have  to  pay 
on  the  money  which  they  borrow. 

6049.  Was  that  re-building  done  out  of  borrowed 
money  ? — To  the  extent  of  19,000/. ;  but  we  exceeded 
our  estimates  by  4,000/.,  and  we  have  paid  that  out 
of  the  borough  fund.  In  addition  to  the  payment  of 
interest  we  have  to  provide  a  contribution  to  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  re-payment  of  all  moneys  borrowed,  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  moneys  borrowed  for 
the  market  hall  amount  to  about  5\  per  cent. 

6050.  Over  how  many  years  is  the  repayment 
spread? — For  the  market  hall  30  years,  as  a  rule, 
30  years  for  buildings,  and  60  years  for  land  are 
allowed.  I  ought  to  say  that  the  area  of  the  market 
hall  occupied  by  stalls  and  stands  is  1,787  square 
yards,  and  the  annual  income  derived  from  the  stallage 
and  standage  is  986/.  12*.  11^.,  being  at  the  rate  of 
11*.  O^c?.  per  square  yard  per  annum,  and  not  707.  I 
cannot  understand  the  70/.  in  any  way.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  plan  marked  D,  that  in  rebuilding  the 
market  hall.  Queen  Street  was  considerably  widened 
and  improved,  the  hall  being  set  back  a  distance  of 
eight  fc(}t.  For  land  thus  thrown  to  the  street  the 
sum  of  8,000/.  was  l>orrowed  by  the  Corporation  in 
their  capacity  as  the  urban  sanitary  authority,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
this  money  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  land  at  the 
back  of  the  old  shambles,  upon  which  the  new  market 
hall  is  partly  built.  Mr,  Bradnum  has  erroneously 
treated  this  8,000/.  (the  cost  of  the  street  improve- 
ment) as  part  of  the  cost  of  the  new  market  hall. 

6051.  What  have  you  to  say  as  to  the  Dixon's 
Square  market  ?— Dixon's  Square  was  a  small  dilapi- 
dated property  purchased  by  the  corporation,  out  of 
the  borough  fund,  for  1,500/.  The  plans  for  covering 
it  in  were  passed  by  the  property  and  works  com- 
mittees of  the  corporation,  and  duly  confirmed  by  the 
council.  It  is  a  most  convenient  adjunct  to  the  new 
market  hall,  and  is  used  for  the  storage  of  stalls  and 
stall  carts,  except  on  market  days,  when  the  stalls  are 
erected  on  the  church  sides,  and  EHxon's  Square  itself 
is  then  occupied  by  what  is  called  the  Lincolnshire 
trade,  viz.,  live  poultry,  pigeons,  rabbits,  Ac, 
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6052.  You  repeat  that  there  has  been  no  demand,  Mr. 

so   far  as  you  are  aware,  for  a  centralized  market,     ^*  ^'  ^f^'*^» 
instead  of  a  number  of  detached  markets  ? — No,  apart 
from  Mr.  Bradnum,  and  that  section  of  the  public  he 
represents. 

6053.  You  deny  that  there  is  any  illegality  or 
deviation  from  ordinary  custom  in  the  manner  of  con- 
structing Dixon's  market  ? — Entirely. 

6054.  It  is  stated  that  the  matter  was  never  put 
before  the  ratepayers,  and  has  never  received  their 
sanction  ;  how  is  that  ? — It  received  the  sanction  of 
the  town  council;  and  with  regard  to  public  meet- 
ings, the  only  ca«es  that  I  know  in  which  they  are 
necessary,  as  your  lordship  is  aware,  are  under  the 
Borough  Funds  Act,  and  the  Public  Libraries  Act ; 
I  do  not  quite  understand  why  a  publie  meeting 
was  called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  hall ;  certainly  it  was  unnecessary,  and  I 
am  rather  opposed  to  it.  I  myself  think  that  the 
constitutionally-elected  representatives  of  the  rate- 
payers should  decide  these  matters.  There  was  no 
re(|uifiition  whatever  for  a  public  meeting  with 
reference  to  the  Dixon's  Square  market,  and  I  presume 
that  there  was  a  requisition  for  a  public  meeting  for 
the  market  hall,  and  that  explains  the  difference 
between  the  two. 

6055.  With  reference  to  the  market  or  quasi-market 
at  the  Paragon  Station,  has  that  been  at  all  interfered 
with  by  the  corporation  ? — Not  yet.  The  property 
committee  requested  that  I  should  report  upon  these 
sales  as  well  as  upon  the  sales  of  the  property  of  the 
Dock  Company,  and  I  so  did.  That  report  has  been 
referred  to  the  markets  sub-committee,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  appointing  the  market  com- 
mittee I  have  drawn  up  a  report  to  them  upon  the 
whole  subject,  which  embraces  my  report  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sales  at  the  Paragon  Station  and  on  the 
dock  sides.  They  have  not  hitherto  interfered  with 
the  traders  in  the  disposition  of  their  goods,  and  of 
course  Mr.  Bradnum  is  open  to  this  observation,  that 
as  a  trader  he  is  rather  singular  in  his  objection  to  the 
freedom  which  the  corporation  have  given  to  other 
traders. 

6056.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  without  expressly 
sanctioning  this  market  at  Paragon  Station,  they 
have  allowed  it  to  go  on  ? — I  do  not  think  that  untU 
about  a  year  ago  it  was  officially  brought  to  their 
notice.  No  doubt  members  of  the  corporation  indi- 
vidually knew  of  it,  but  no  resolution  was  passed  with 
reference  to  the  subject. 

6057.  Something  was  said  by  Mr.  Bradnum  in  his 
evidence  as  to  markets  held  in  the  street  in  Myton- 
gnte,  Fi^h  Stroet,  Dagger  Lane,  Humber  Street, 
and  by  •  the  docks  ;  will  }ou  explain  that  ? — The 
corporation  have  the  power  to  appoint  the  market  in 
any  place  they  choose  within  the  borough.  Those 
streets  are  not  markets  so  appointed  by  the  corpora- 
ticn,  but  they  are  places  where  carriers'  carts  are 
allowetl  to  stand,  and,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
the  corporation  have  been  glad  to  give  to  carriers 
the  facility  of  selling  from  their  carts,  il  they  so 
choose,  upon  payment  of  a  small  toll, — \d.  to  2</.,  I 
believe,  according  to  the  nature  and  quantity  of  the 
contents  of  the  basket,  but  the  carriers  who  have  any- 
thing to  sell  are  placed,  as  far  as  possible,  in  My  ton- 
gate,  and  not  in  Humber  Street,  though  possibly  a  few 
may  go  there  to  sell, 

6058.  Then  Mr.  Brailnum  goes  on  to  say  that  the 
corporation  have  objected  to  his  exposing  fruit  for 
sale  in  Humber  Street ;  what  remark  have  you  to 
make  upon  that  ? — When  he  says,  "  the  corporation," 
I  must  point  out  that  though  practically  the  corpora- 
tion could,  no  doubt,  prevent  him  from  doing  so,  it  is 
on  the  prosecution  of  the  police  under  t£e  Town 
Police  Clauses  Act  that  he  has  been  convicted  19  times 
since  the  beginning  of  June  last  for  the  offence  of 
obstructing  Humber  Street,  and  fines  have  been 
imposed  first  of  1*.,  subsequently  of  55.,  10*.,  and  15*. 
Hearing  that  Mr.  Bradnum  wished  to  come  and  give 
evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission,  the  watcJi 
committee  passed  a  resolution,  not  in  the  wordsj 
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Mr.  l»clievc,    ^4a(o(l    by    Mr.   Bimlnnm,   but    that   in   the 

^  //.  hcwe,    opinion  ol    ihe  couimittee  the  obstruction  in  Humber 

Street   was  not  of   such    a   character  as   to  render 

'j[^*-*  ^^^^-  necessary  further  prosecutions.  That  resolution  was 
passed  purely,  I  believe,  in  deference  to  this  Commis- 
sion. 

6059.  Are  the  importers  of  foreign  fruit  and  vege- 
tables satisfied,  so  far  as  you  are  aware  ? — They 
have  their  own  warehouses  which  they  have  con- 
structed. I  saw  a  few  of  them,  and  they  have  not 
only  no  wish  for  a  market,  but  they  stated  that  they 
should  not  go  to  it  if  one  were  provided,  I  said  to 
one  of  them :  **  If  we  provided  a  market  and  required 
**  you  to  go  there,  what  would  you  do  ?"  **  Well,"  he 
said,  "  we  should  remove  our  trade  from  Hull."  The 
market  produce  is  at  present  allowed  to  lie  for  48 
hours  in  the  dock-sheds  without  charge.  I  hand  in 
a  statement  marked  G  of  the  fish,  fruity  and  vegetables, 
imported  into  Hull  in  1887,  upon  which  wharfage 
was  paid  to  the  Dock  Company.  It  was  supplied  to 
me  by  the  secretary  of  the  company.  The  bulk  of 
this  produce  was  carried  direct  to  the  railway  station 
for  transit  to  the  inland  towns,  such  na  Leeds, 
Bradford,  Sheffield,  &c.,  and  to  have  first  taken  it  to 
a  market  would  have  been  simply  a  useless  expense. 

6060.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  of  Hull  would 
be  willing  to  sanction  any  large  expenditure  for 
providing  an  improved  market? — So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  gauge  their  desire,  they  certainly  would 
not. 

6061.  And  I  think  I  understood  you,  in  what  you 
have  already  told  us,  to  say  that  the  corporation  do 
not  make  any  large  revenue  out  of  their  market,  but 
on  the  contrary,  a  very  small  return  on  the  capital 
sunk  ? — They  make  scarcely  a  proper  return  on  the 
capital  sunk. 

6062.  Do  you  think  that  the  increasing  population 
is  creating  at  present  a  demand  for  increased  market 
accommodation? — No,  I  do  not;  I  rather  agree  with 
the  view  expressed  by  Mr.  Bradnum,  that  retail 
markets  in  large  towns  like  Hull  have  had  their  day 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  his  statement  that  the 
market  in  Hull  is  going  down  is  an  answer  to  tlie 
charsre  which  he  makes  against  the  corporation  of 
not  laying  out  further  moneys  upon  the  markets. 

6063.  Has  there  been  any  agitation  upon  the 
question  of  markets  ? — With  regard  to  the  cattle 
market  there  has,  and  that  has  been  up  before  the 
property  commitU^  and  the  council  several  times,  and 
a  proposal  is  now  under  consideration  which  has 
emanated  I  believe  from  the  farmers,  the  butchers,  and 
the  auctioneers.  Of  course  there  has  been  this  action 
by  Mr.  Bradnum,  and  the  section  of  the  public  which 
he  represents,  or  professes  to  represent,  but  I  scarcely 
ihink  that  it  can  oe  called  an  ag'itation. 

6084.  T  presume  that  the  municipal  elections  at 
Hull  are  conducted  in  the  wvme  manner  as  in  all  other 
boroughs  ? — Precisely,  and  Mr.  Bradnum's  suggestion 
that  the  corporation  more  particularly  represent  the 
property  classes  is  not  warranted,  because,  as  your 
lordship  is  pix}bably  aware,  every  ratepayer  who  has 
paid  his  rates  is  qualified  to  do  eucered  upon  the 
burgess  roll,  and  occupation  only  and  not  ownership 
of  rateable  property  is  necessary  as  a  qualification. 

6065.  Have  you  had  any  communication  with  the 
Privy  (Council  Office  as  to  the  necessity  of  providing  . 
accumniodation  for  the  landing  of  caitle  ? — Yes,  a 
complaint  was  made,  or  rather  su^ejested,  that  the 
Dock  Company  owned  the  (Iep6t  for  foreign  cattle. 
That  is  simply  provided  by  them  because  the  Cor- 
poration have  really  no  available  site.  In  the  year 
1877  the  Privy  Council  sent  a  communication  to 
Hull  that  unless  proper  accommodation  were  pro- 
vided for  the  landing  of  cattle  from  foreign  countries, 
Hull  would  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  ports  where 
foreign  cattle  might  be  landed.  The  council  there- 
upon directed  the  Land  Sales  committee  to  report 
upon  the  best  available  site,  and  a  print  of  the 
report  which  they  presented  is  handed  in  marked  H. 
It  appears  from  this  report  that  the  Corporation  had 
lY'ally  no  available  hite   except   Edward's  Place  (to 


which  there  were  the  gravest  objections),  and  that  the 
citadel  site,  the  property  of  the  Dock  Company,  was 
the  most  convenient  one  for  all  purposes.  I  under- 
stand that  the  an*angeraent  with  the  Dock  Company 
to  provide  a  site  was  first  suggested  by  Professor 
Brown,  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  iu  making  the 
arrangement  come  to,  Hull  only  followed  the  example 
of  Sunderland  and  Grimsby,  where  dep6t8  had 
already  been  provided  by  dock  authorities.  I  hand 
in  a  list  of  the  charges  made  by  the  Dock  Company 
at  the  dep6t,  marked  I.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  are,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Bradnum,  excessive  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  the 
Dock  Company  who  take  the  dock  dues^  to  attract  by 
low  charges  at  the  depdt  as  much  business  to  their 
docks  as  possible. 

6066.  Have  the  tolls  in  the  cattle  market  been 
altered  ? — ^No,  not  in  the  cattle  market.  The  charge 
to  auctioneers  for  selling  fat  cattle  on  other  than 
market  days  have  been  increased,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 

6067.  Are  the  borough  byelaws  and  regulations 
being  revised  ? — They  are,  and  a  draft  of  the  new 
market  regulations  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been 
printed,  but  of  course  the  old  ones  remain  in  opera- 
tion until  new  regulations  are  actually  made  and 
published.  Possibly  Mr.  Bradnum  has  obtained  a 
print  of  the  new  drafl  regulations,  and  has  based  upon 
this  draft,  which  he  says  was  not  supplied  him  from 
the  Town  Hall,  the  accusation  that  the  corporatioo 
first  make  byelaws  and  then  repudiate  them. 

6068.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  in  conclusion 
on  tliis  evidence  upon  which  you  have  been  com- 
menting?— I  think  it  appears  to  have  been  given 
more  or  less  at  random  by  Mr.  Bradnum,  and  without 
much  attempt,  if  any,  at  verification.  In  many  cases 
his  statements  are  more  than  inaccurate,  and  little  if 
anything  short  of  absurdities,  at  least,  I  think  so.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  myself  that  in  Hull  the  greatest 
consideration  for  the  trader,  even  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayer,  has  been  shown.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Commission  would  care  to  hear  ray  individual 
views  as  to  the  question  of  market  rights  and  tolls. 

6069.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  them  ? — It  is 
only  jdst  that  every  market  should  be  self-supporting, 
and  I  believe  that  the  highest  tolls  are  exacted  where 
market  monopolies  are  most  stringently  enforced,  and 
that  as  the  necessity  for  enforcing  these  rights  is  often 
the  consequence  of  the  highness  of  the  tolls,  so  the 
excessiveness  of  the  tolls  may  sometimes  be  accounted 
for  by  the  heavy  expenditure  which  has  been  incurred 
upon  the  markets. 

6070.  Where  there  has  been  a  heavy  outlay  on  the 
market  the  corporation  naturally  do  not  wish  that  the  • 
ratepayers  should  suffer,  and  therefore  they  raise  their 
tolls  ? — It  would  be  unjust  that  the  ratepayers,  many 
of  whom,  probably  most  of  whom,  are  traders  and 
shopkeepei*s,  providing  their  own  trading  accommoda  • 
tion,  should  be  taxed  with  the  cost  of  providing 
trading  facilities  for  other  people.  Consequently  ih<5 
tolls  ought  to  correspond  with  the  cost  of  building  an«l 
maintenance,  and  wlien  they  become  excessive  it  very 
often  follows  that  the  market  authorities  have  to 
enforce  their  rights  to  a  monopoly.  The  most  impor- 
tant consideration  in  connexion  with  markets  appears 
to  me  to  be  not  so  much  a  que&^tion  of  tolls,  as  whether 
market  monopolies  are  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of 
the  age,  or  can  be  said  to  benefit  any  but  the  owners 
of  markets,  and  whether  all  traders  should  not  be  left 
entirely  free  to  supply  their  own  wants. 

6071.  That  is  to  say,  speaking  personally,  you 
would  not  object  to  anybody  who  pleases  setting  up  a 
private  market  ? — I  could  not  say  that  we  should  not, 
having  r^ard  to  the  fact  that  a  large  amount  of  money 
has  been  sunk  in  markets ;  but  if  the  history  of  the 
markets  were  wiped  out,  and  we  were  beginning  anew, 
I  do  not  think  that  anyone  could  justify  the  granting 
of  a  market  monopoly.  I  assume  that  the  traders 
know,  or  ought  to  know,  the  conditions  most  finvour- 
able  to  the  transaction  of  their  own  particular  business, 
and  further  that  knowing  best  their  own  requirements 
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thej  tre  aUe  to  determine  how  the  same  caii  best  be 
met.  What  I  feel,  however,  is  this,  ihat  if  it  be  right 
to  utilise  in  providing  markets  the  public  funds  to 
which  all  ratepayers  are  obliged  to  contribute,  it  does 
not  seem  unreasonable  that  traders  should  be  placed 
under  a  corresponding  obligation  to  fully  utilise  and 
pay  for  that  which  has  been  provided  for  their  benefit ; 
and  the  objection  to  mat  ket  monopolies  in  the  hands 
of  constitutionally  elected  local  authorities  who  are 
amenable  to  their  constituents  is  very  small,  as  com- 
pared with  private  and  irresponsible  persons  or  com- 
panies who  may  manage  or  farm  a  market  for  their 
own  profit  alone. 

6072.  I  think  I  may  take  it  from  what  you  say, 
that  you  are  in  principle  against  the  creation  or  main- 
tenance of  a  market  monopoly  ? — I  cannot  quite  say 
that,  iiecause  I  feel  that  the  abolition  of  markets  would 
be  a  most  difficult  matter  to  effect,  seeing  that  the 
monopolies  have  become  a  very  valuable  species  of 
property,  realising  in  many  cases  large  sums,  and  that 
moreover  still  larger  sums  have  been  expended  in 
providing  markeU«,  the  value  of  which  by  the  abolition 
of  market  rights  would  be  very  greatly  reduced,  and 
in  many  cases  entirely  destroyed. 

6073.  How  would  that  be  so,  because  if  the  money 
spent  in  providing  a  market  has  been  judiciously 
spent,  and  the  accommodation  given  at  the  market  is 
sufficient,  the  mere  abolition  of  the  monopoly  right 
ought  not  greatly  to  injure  the  market  so  circum- 
stanced?— ^Yes,  if  it  had  been  judiciously  spent  with 
more  or  less  foreknowledge,  and  the  expenditure  was 
such  as  to  provide  the  facilities  required  for  the 
present  day ;  but  a  great  amount  of  money  presumably 
has  been  spent  in  providing  markets,  where  no  sinking 
fund  has  been  set  aside  to  recoup  the  capital  expendi- 
ture ;  and  consequently  I  fear  that  a  new  market 
might  be  set  up  with  better  appliances  and  greater 
facilities  which  would  possibly  take  away  from  the 
older  one  the  trade  that  it  had. 

6074.  Are  you  speaking  now  of  Hull  ? — No,  I  am 
not  speaking  of  Hull,  because,  so  far  as  Hull  is  con- 
cerned, I  cannot  help  feeling  that  with  regard  to  our 
markets  our  action  has  been  most  irreproachable,  and 
has  been  dictated  by  a  liberal  and  a  wise  policy. 

6075.  Are  you  speaking  of  markets  in  private  hands 
or  of  markets  in  the  bonds  of  public  authorities  ? — 
The  greatest  objection  to  markets  appears  to  me  to  be 
to  markets  in  private  hands. 

6076.  Upon  the  ground,  I  suppose,  that  there  is  no 
sufficient  check  upon  the  amount  of  the  tolls,  and  no 
sufficient  power  of  enforcing  the  provision  of  proper 
accommodation  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  greatest  objection 
is  this,  that  no  individual,  it  appears  to  me,  can  say 
what  facilities  should  he  given  for  each  particular 
trnde.  It  appears  to  me  that  every  body  of  traders 
should  have  it  in  their  power  to  say,  "  we  will  either 
"•<  do  our  business  together  or  separately,  as  the  case 
<*  may  be  "  ;  and  lor  one  central  authority,  whether 
it  be  a  town  council  or  a  company,  to  endeavour  to 
provide  facilities  suitable  for  every  trade  I  think  is.  a 
mistake,  though  the  mistake  does  not  work  so  much 
injury  in  the  case  of  a  constitutional  body  like  a  town 
council  (perhaps  it  works  none),  as  it  does  in  the  case 
of  a  private  individual  or  company. 

6077.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  With  reference  to 
your  statement  marked  F,  the  capital  sunk  in  markets 
at  Hull  is  142,000/.,  and  you  state  that  it  brings  in  a 
nett  income  of  3,904/.  a  year.  That  "  nett "  is,  I 
understand,  without  making  any  allowance  for  the 
interest  or  the  sinking  fund  ? — That  is  so.  I  could 
not  very  well  without  causing  a  little  confusion  bring 
in  the  question  of  interest,  for  this  reason,  that  a 
part  only  of  the  capital  has  been  borrowed ;  take  for 
instance  the  market  hull ;  in  that  case  we  have  only 
borrowed  19,000/.,  and  we  are  paying  3 J  per  cent, 
interest  and  about  2  per  cent,  sinking  fund  for 
repayment  within  thirty  years.  That  makes  5(  per 
cent,  upon  the  19,000/.  The  rest  of  the  money  is 
capital  belonging  to  the  borough  fund.  The  income 
given  was  nett  income,  and  not  after  deducting 
interest  or  sinking  fund. 

n     56780. 


6078.  At  what  rate  do  you  borrow  ? — Our  last  loan          Mr. 
was  issued  at  3(  per  cent. ;  I  apprehend  that  our  next    -R.  /^.  Dawe, 
one  will  be  at  3  or  3J  per  cent.  

6079.  And  the  sinking  fund  ?— It  depends  of  course    ^  J"°o  ^^8- 
upon  the  number  of  years  of  repayment.     In  the  case 

of  the  Market  Hall,  it  was  thirty  years. 

6080.  But  what  is  represented  by  the  140,000/.  ?— 
The  most  of  it  is  borough  fund  belonging  to  the  cor- 
poration which  is  not  borrowed  money.  We  have 
owned  the  market  since  the  27  £dward  I.,  and  we 
have  owned  property  in  connexion  with  it  for  probably 
nearly  as  long.  The  markets  are  administered  by 
the  corporation  in  their  municipal  capacity,  and  not 
under  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act. 

60SL  Anyhow  the  3,904/.  falls  a  long  way  short  of 
the  proper  interest  on  the  outlay  ?-^That  is  so.  It 
only  represents  2f  per  cent,  and  we  have  had  to 
borrow  money  at  3 J  per  cent,  up  to  the  present  time, 
in  addition  to  which  we  have  had  to  set  aside  a  sinking 
fund,  so  that  really  the  ratepayer,  if  anyone,  is  the 
person  who  can  complain  with  regard  to  the  admini- 
stration of  the  markets. 

6092.  When  Mi*.  Bradnum  was  here  he  said  that 
this  markets  question  had  been  a  burning  question, 
and  had  been  a  test  question  at  the  elections ;  is  that 
true?-^I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  I  should  have 
heard  of  it  if  it  had  been,  and  I  certainly  am  liot 
aware  that  it  was. 

6083.  At  question  5176  he  was  asked  :  '<  Has  this 
"  question  about  the  new  market  been  made  a  test 
•*  question  ?  "  and  his  answer  was :  "  Yes.  One  man 
"  who  supported  it  lost  his  election  last  November." 
Was  that  so?— I  do  not  know  to  whom  he  refers 
unless  it  is  to  Mr.  Stirling.  Whether  it  was  in  con- 
nection with  anything  relating  to  the  market  that  he 
lost  his  seat  I  cannot  say  ;  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was. 

6084.  On  the  other  hand  he  says  that  Councillor 
Larrard,  who  brought  forward  the  resolution  in  favour 
of  appointing  a  markets  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
market  rights,  and  to  report  whether  further  market 
accommodation  is  desirable,  was  returned ;  was  that 
with  reference  to  the  markets  ? — No ;  I  think  it  was 
owing  to  Mr.  Larrard's  personal  popularity. 

6085.  Then  you  do  not  think  that  the  elections 
have  turned  upon  that  ? — I  do  not.  1  do  not  think  it 
is  a  burning  question  in  anyone's  mind,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  Mr.  Bradnum  and  a  very  fmall 
following, 

6086.  With  regard  to  the  byelaws  in  the  markets 
we  had  a  very  e  :traordinary  story  told  us  about  your 
having  no  byelaws  at  all ;  you  have  explained  that, 
but  I  suppose  we  may  gather  that  you  have  old 
byelaws,  although  you  have  been  in  course  of  revising 
them  which  relate  to  the  market  itself  ?  —Yes,  clearly  ; 
and  those  were  sent  up,  I  think,  with  our  replies  to 
the  Commissioners. 

6087.  And  they  are  subsisting  byelaws  at  the 
present  time  ? — Undoubtedly. 

6088.  I  suppose  you  cannot  explain  why  a  copy  of 
these  byelaws  was  not  given  to  the  applicant  ? — I 
believe  the  old  ones  are  nearly  out  oi  print,  and 
inasmuch  as  we  are  contemplating  publishing  new 
ones  we  had  not  printed  the  old  ones  again.  More 
than  that,  I  may  mention  that  there  is  a  little 
difficulty  in  my  mind  at  all  events  with  reference  to 
the  framing  of  byelaws  or  regulations.  I  fear  that 
the  framing  of  byelaws  under  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act,  1847,  might  operate  an  an  aban<lonment 
of  our  rights  under  the  chart^^r,  inasmuch  as  I  do  not 
think  we  can  put  in  forca  the  power  of  the  Markets 
and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  which  is  a  power  granted  by 
the  three  estates  of  the  realm,  and  at  the  same  time 
pretend  that  our  existing  market  rights  under  the 
charter  granted  by  the  one  estate  of  the  realm  are 
subsisting.  Mr.  Bradnum  has  it  in  his  mind  that 
certain  byelaws  must  be  fixed  in  the  market,  and 
other  matters  which  may  apply  to  markets  under  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses  Act,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  they  would  apply  to  chartered  markets  like  these  ; 
at  least  I  should  scarcely  be  prepared  to  advise  the 
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corporation  to  put  in  force  the  Markets  and  Fairs 
Clauses  Act  with  reference  to  the  bjelaws. 

6089.  {Mr.  Little.)  1  do  not  think  that  you  have 
been  asked  about  one  statement  of  Mr.  Bradnum's, 
that  the  building  of  the  Market  Hall  was  a  great 
property  scheme,  comprising  shops  and  spirit  vaults 
and  so  on,  and  not  fiEiirly  a  market  scheme? — The 
Market  Hall  takes  the  place  of  what  was  previously 
the  old  shambles,  and  the  shambles  were  practically 
the  same  class  of  property  as  the  new  market  hall,  but 
whilst  formerly  the  shops  faced  on  to  Queen  Street, 
they  now  also  have  a  frontage  to  the  hall  inside. 
Both  the  shops  and  the  site  upon  which  they  stood 
belonged  to  the  Corporation  in  their  municipal  capacity, 
just  as  the  markets  did.  The  rebuilding  of  this  hall 
undoubtedly  was  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
shambles,  and  that  is  the  only  criticism  which,  I  think, 
can  be  made  upon  it.  The  shambles  were  old  property, 
and  this  is  new. 

6090.  They  are  in  fact  shops  ? — They  vnjre  shops 
before. 

6091.  But  they  are  included  in  the  market  expen* 
diture  ? — It  would  be  difficult  to  divide  them,  because 
the  whole  of  it  was  one  scheme ;  but  it  could  be  done 
if  necessary.  The  engineer  or  the  surveyor  could 
give  an  estimate  of  the  relative  cost  of  the  market, 


and  of  the  shops,  but  it  has  been  unnecessary  to  do 
so,  because  both  things  go  to  the  borough  fund. 

6092.  Mr.  Bradnum  stated  that  auctioneers  were 
charged  150  per  cent,  more  than  other  sellers  of 
cattie;  is  that  true? — That  is  wholly  untrue.  On 
market  days  all  are  charged  alike. 

6093.  I  think  he  stated  that  on  one  market  day 
they  refused  to  pay,  and  that  on  the  next  market  day 
the  gates  of  the  market  were  guarded  against  them  by 
policemen  ? — On  market  days  they  are  all  charged 
alike,  and  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  the  days 
appointed  for  the  sale  of  fat  stock,  they  are  charged 
the  rates  which  1  have  already  stated. 

6094.  In  answer  to  question  5085,  Mr.  Braduum 
states  distinctly  that  on  "  the  following  market  day 
*•  the  gates  of  the  market  were  guarded  by  policemen 
"  against  all  the  cattle  dealers  and  auctioneers  who 
**  refused  to  pay  the  week's  previous  toll  at  the  in- 
"  creased  rate"  ? — That  I  am  afraid  is  another  in- 
accuracy. It  was  on  a  day  that  was  not  a  market 
day. 

6095.  As  a  matter  of  fact  auctioneers  are  not 
charged  more  than  other  catUe  sellers,  and  the  tolls 
have  not  been  raised  except  upon  the  off-days  for  the 
«de  of  fat  stock  ? — That  is  so. 


The  witness  withrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 
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Mr.  Henry  Fulford  examined. 


6096.  {Chairman.)  You  are  Chairman  of  the 
Markets  and  Fairs  Committee  of  the  borough  of 
Birmingham  ? — ^Yes. 

6097.  Are  the  market  rights  and  tolls  in  the 
borough  of  Birmingham  the  property  of  the  corpora- 
tion ? — They  are. 

6098.  When  did  they  come  into  the  possession  of 
the  corporation  ? — The  corporation  took  them  over 
from  the  town  commissioners  in  1851.  Formerly 
they  belonged  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  Mr.  Mus* 
grave,  and  they  were  acquired  by  the  commissioners 
from  the  lord  of  the  manor  for  12,500/.  in  1824; 
then,  under  the  power  given  by  the  Birmingham 
Improvement  Act,  1851,  the  corporation  acquired 
power  to  purchase  them  from  the  commissioners  with 
other  properties  that  had  been  acquired  by  the  com- 
missioners. 

6099.  At  the  date  of  the  transfer  of  the  markets  to 
the  corporation  in  1851  what  had  been  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  commissioners  on  market  buildings  and 
land  ?^93,466/. 

6100.  Has  any  of  that  93,466/.  been  paid  <iffF— 
Yes,  a  large  proportion  of  it  has  been  paid  off ;  but  in 


addition  to  that  capital  sum,  loans,  on  which  we  pay 
interest  and  sinking  fund,  have  been  contracted  from 
time  to  time  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the 
various  markets,  and  at  the  end  of  lust  year  the 
amount  expended  altogether  was  235,729/.,  of  which 
sum  142,646/.  was  outstanding. 

6101.  Will  you  describe  the  markets  in  the  borough 
of  Birmingham  ? — ^The  markets  of  the  borough  of 
Birmingham  are  as  follows : — The  market  hall  and 
vaults  beneath  it  in  High  Street,  used  as  a  general 
retail  market  for  vegetables,  meat,  fish,  and  miscel- 
laneous wares.  The  bull  ring  open-air  market  for  the 
gale  of  plants,  shrubs,  and  live  poultry.  The  whole- 
sale vegetable  market  in  Smithfield,  which  is  a  covered 
market,  with  potato  stores  and  offices  for  salesmen. 
The  Smithfield  Market,  which  is  an  open  market  for 
the  sale  of  horses,  cattle,  hay,  and  straw.  The  pig 
market  (Smithfield),  which  is  a  covered  market.  The 
wholesale  dead  meat  market  in  Jamaica  Row,  which 
is  a  covered  market.  The  wholesale  fish  market 
(which  is  covered)  in  Bell  Street,  with  vaults  and  sub- 
basement,  and  Gosta  Green  miscellaneous  market 
(which  is  an  open  market).  The  position  of  the 
markets  is  shown  on  these  maps  {handing  them  in). 
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6102.  Are  the  markets  pretty  mueh  together?— 
TeSy  with  the  exce^itioii  of  Gosta  Green,  which  is  a 
market  of  no  importance,  the  markets  are  close  together ; 
in  fact,  some  of  them  too  close  together,  particularly  the 
meat  market  and  the  cattle  market.  It  would  be  better 
if  they  were  further  away  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
One  map  shows  the  markets  in  relation  to  the  town 
generally  and  the  other  shows  them  on  a  larger  scale. 

6103.  Is  any  of  the  market  business  transacted  in 
the  streets  ? — The  whole  of  the  market  business  was 
transacted  in  the  streets  years  ago,  and  the  streets  are 
still  available  for  the  purpose  of  markets  as  far  as  the 
traffic  permits  of  their  being  so  used ;  but  since  the 
provision  of  special  and  covered  markets  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  market  business  is  transacted  in  them. 
In  the  early  morning  some  of  the  streets  are  still 
used. 

G104.  Is  it  the  case  that  the  corporation  has  ex- 
pended large  sums  in  developing  and  improving  the 
markets  ? — Yea,  especially  on  the  vegetable  and  fish 
markets;  on  the  vegetable  market  we  expended  in 
1880  and  1883,  48,270/. 

6105.  In  covering  it  ? — ^Yes,  and  extending  it. 

6106.  Does  that  include  the  cost  of  the  ground  ?-^ 
Some  portion  of  it  was  corporation  property,  the  rest 
was  acquired  by  the  corporation,  and  die  cost  of  that 
is  included  in  the  48,270/. 

6107.  Have  you  a  statement  showing  the  number 
of  carts  brought  into  the  markets  from  which  tolls  are 
received  ? — Yes  {handing  it  in).  The  same  was  read 
Gs  follows : — 

Statement  showing  Number  of  Carts  brhught  into 
the  Markets. 


Year. 

No.  of  Carts. 

1873 

73,680 

1874 

74,272 

1875 

84,556 

1876 

94,(550 

1877 

116,137 

1878 

129,546 

1879 

118,185 

1880 

122,753 

1881 

124,960 

1882 

151,909 

1883 

200,000 

6108.  From  that  it  appears  that  as  between  1873 
and  1883  there  has  been  an  increase  of  136,320  ? — 
Yes. 

6109.  Has  a  corresponding  increase  of  business 
taken  place  in  the  fish  market  ? — Yes,  the  business 
there  has  very  largely  developed.  The  Birmingham 
fish  market  is  a  source  of  supply  for  the  whole  of  the 
midland  counties ;  we  have  a  constant  and  sufficient 
supply  of  fish  in  Birmingham  from  nearly  every 
fishing  port  in  the  kingdom,  which  is  very  good  in 
quality  and  generally  very  moderate  in  price ;  in  fact, 
it  is  said  that  we  send  fish  to  the  sea-side,  at  any  rate, 
fish  is  generally  cheaper  in  Birmingham  than  it  is  at 
places  where  it  is  caught. 

6110.  There  is  an  ice  manufactory  in  connexion 
with  the  market,  is  there  not  ? — Yes ;  that  is  a  manu- 
factory which  has  not  been  established  by  the  corpo- 
ration, but  by  private  enterprise.  The  manufacture 
of  ice  is  carri^  on  in  some  vaults  belonging  to  the 
corporation,  which  were  constructed  under  the  market 
for  such  a  purpose  of  affording  accommodation  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  it  is  a  branch  of  trade  which  seems  to  be 
developing  very  rapidly.  The  ice  manufactory  sup- 
plies ice  not  only  for  the  fish  trade  but  also  for  the 
dead  meat  trade.  Large  quantities  of  carcases  come 
in  from  New  Zealand  and  other  places,  but  we  do  not 
get  so  much  of  that  trade  as  we  ought  to  do,  because 
Birmingham  is  rather  unfairly  treated  by  the  railway 
companies.    The  rate  from  Liverpool  to  Londoni  I 


think,  for  dead  meat  is  less  than  the  rate  from  Liver- 
pool to  Birmingbam  for  the  same  article. 

6111.  {Mr,  Little.)  That  rate  that  you  are 
speaking  of  from  Liveroool  to  London  is  for  foreign 
meat,  not  English  meat  ? — English  meat  would  hardly 
come  that  way. 

6112.  {Chairman.)  There  are  no  through  rates 
from  New  Zealand  to  Birmingham  direct  ?— I  think 
not;  the  New  Zealand  mutton  comes  to  Liverpool, 
and  fram  Liverpool  it  is  consigned  to  the  various 
inland  markets. 

6113.  With  regard  to  the  business  transacted  in 
the  cattle  and  horse  markets,  have  you  prepared  a 
table  showing  the  amount  of  stock  ofiered  for  sale  In 
the  Smithfield  Cattle  Market  from  the  year  1877  to 
the  year  1887  inclusive? — Yes.  The  same  was 
handed  in^  and  is  as  follows : —  ^ 

Statement  of  STOCKjoffered  for  Sale  in  Smithfieid 
Carttle  Market, 
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Year. 

Horses. 

Beasts. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

1877 

5,587 

35,378 

15,616 

113,964 

87,001 

187« 

5,089 

39,511 

15,478 

127,610 

85,767 

1879 

5,243 

40,095 

14,104 

126,525 

69,370 

1880 

4,940 

40,761 

13,620 

121,761 

54,635 

1881 

4,256 

35,193 

13,465 

88,290 

56,230 

1882 

3,890 

32,639 

12,901 

79,650 

68,111 

1883 

3,705 

20,883 

10,009 

56,819 

58,176 

1884 

3,489 

23,865 

8,141 

75,178 

68,387 

1885 

3,354 

29,548 

11,427 

92,481 

63,418 

1886 

3,112 

29,290 

10,858 

71,820 

o7,785 

1887 

3,457 

29,041 

8,185 

75,345 

74,808 

Gl  14.  I  see  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  live  cattle ;  how  do  you  account  for  that  ? — I 
believe  it  to  be  due  to  a  variety  of  causes.  The 
supply  first  began  to  decrease  when  the  regulations 
were  established  in  consequence  of  the  cattle  plague 
restricting  the  movements  of  cattle,  and  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  a  recovery.  There  also  seems  to  be 
a  growing  inclination  on  the  part  of  owners  of  cattle  to 
have  them  slaughtered  on  their  own  premises,  and  to 
sell  the  carcases  to  butcher  without  passing  them 
through  the  nuu-ket ;  but  the  market  is  not  sufficiently 
convenient,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  cause  has  a 
considerable  efiect  in  decreasing  the  supply.  It  has 
no  railway  access,  which  is  a  very  important  matter 
— it  is  in  the  very  heart  of  the  town;  the  roads  to  (it 
are  not  good,  and  cattle  have  to  be  driven  or  carted 
to  it  from  the  railway  stations,  and,  generally,  it  is 
not  a  convenient  market ;  in  fact,  in  several  other 
towns  in  the  midland  counties  not  so  important  as 
Birmingham,  for  instance,  Wolverhampton,  there  are 
live  cattle  markets  larger  and  more  prosperous  than 
our  own,  and  we  have  been  very  anidous  to  remove 
our  cattle  market  to  a  larger  site  to  which  we  should 
be  able  to  bring  in  the  railways.  A  year  or  two  ago 
we  attempted  to  find  a  site  suitable  for  the  purpose, 
but  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  find  a  con- 
venient site.  I  do  not  know  which  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult, to  persuade  people  to  move  a  market  or  to  find  a 
place  in  which  to  put  it.  Some  time  or  other  the 
question  will  have  to  be  dealt  with,  but  the  providing 
of  another  cattle  market  must  necessarily  be  a  very 
costly  matter  indeed. 

6116.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  dead  meat  trade 
will  go  on  increasing  ?— Yes,  and  the  development  of  the 
trade  in  dead  meat  undoubtedly  tends  to  interfere  with 
all  maricets  for  live  cattle,  and  the  trade,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  men  in  the  business^  is  one  which  is 
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likely  to  increase.  We  have  a  dead  meat  market 
which  is  uot  sufficient  in  size,  and  the  business  in  that 
market  has  not  in  any  way  decreased,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  is  increasing,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  a  very  pros- 
perous branch  of  trade.  We  contemplate  providing 
larger  accommodation  for  a  dead  meat  market  when 
we  see  our  way  to  doing  it. 

6116.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  it  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  railways  ? — Yes.  An  important 
thing  would  be  to  have  it  in  connexion  with  slaughter- 
hou3eci,  so  that  the  animals  could  be  slaughtered  and 
the  carcases  carried  into  the  dead  meat  market  close  at 
hand. 

6117.  You  have  slaughter-houses  in  Birmingham, 
I  presume  ? — ^Not  belonging  to  the  corporation. 

6118.  Are  they  licensed  by  the  corporation  ? — Some 
of  them  are,  the  others  are  registered.  When  the 
local  Act  which  deals  with  them  was  passed  there 
were  a  certain  number  of  existing  slaughter-houses 
which  had  a  vested  right  which  was  recognised,  and 
we  could  not,  unless  by  agreement,  terminate  their 
licenses.  That  has  been  a  great  embarrassment  to 
the  corporation  ;  many  of  them  are  very  unsuitable  to 
the  purposes  of  the  trade,  and,  in  fact,  they  are  nothing 
less  than  public  nuisances. 

6119.  Are  ihey  inspected  by  the  corporation? — 
Yes,  we  devote  a  great  amount  of  attention  to  them ; 
but  they  are  of  such  a  character,  and  they  are  in  such 
a  position,  that  no  amount  of  inspection  could  possibly 
make  them  suitable  for  their  purpose. 

6120.  Has  there  been  a  great  increase  in  the  ac- 
commodation provided  for  the  sale  of  vegetables  and 
fish? — Yes,  those  are  the  two  markets  upon  which 
the  money  has  chiefiy  been  expended. 

6121.  You  have  prepared  a  table  showing  the  in- 
come and  expenditure  of  the  corporation  on  improve- 
ment account?  —  Yes  {handing  it  in).  The  same 
was  read  as  follows  : — 


"  Incoue  and  Expenditure  on  Impbovb.mbkt 
Account. 


— 

Receipts. 

Current 
Expen- 
diture. 

Interest 
and  Re- 
payment 

of 
Loans. 

Total 
Expen- 
diture. 

Net 
Current 
Receipts 

Net 

Re- 

ceipts 

1877 

15,431 

5,517 

£ 
3,239 

£ 
8,756 

£ 
9,914 

£ 
6,675 

1878 

15,566 

6,192 

3,344 

9,536 

9,374 

6,030 

1879 

15,590 

5,680 

8,890 

9,570 

9,910 

6,020 

1880 

15,870 

5,006 

3,962 

8,968 

10,864 

6,902 

1881 

15,872 

5,496 

4,438 

9,934 

9,876 

5,438 

188SL 

16,254 

5,506 

5,786 

11,292 

10,748 

4,962 

1883 

16,001 

4,947 

5,899 

10,846 

11.054 

5,155 

1884 

18,004 

4,800 

6,627 

11,427 

13,204 

6,a77 

1885 

18,868 

5,654 

7,822 

13,476 

13,214 

5,302 

1886 

19,080 

6,576 

7,585 

14,161 

12,454 

4,869 

1887 

19,781 

8,228 

7,610 

15,838 

11,503 

3,893 »' 

6122.  From  that  table  it  appears  that  the  net  in- 
come of  the  corporation  from  the  markets  has  been 
reduced  from  6,675/.  in  1877  to  3,893/.  in  1887  ?— 
Yes. 

6123.  How  do  you  account  for  that  difference  ? — 
It  is  by  n^ason  of  the  large  expenditure  we  have 
gone  to  in  improving  the  mai'kets,  the  larger  capital 
charges,  and  to  some  extent  it  is  to  be  accounted  for 
by  increased  charges  in  maintaining  and  repairing  the 
larger  markets. 


6124.  I  presume  you  find  in  Birmingham,  as  else- 
where, that  these  covered  markets  are  considered  a 
great  advantage  ?— Yes. 

G126.  Especially  in  the  case  of  perishable  articles  ? 
— Yes,  they  are  a  necessity  with  our  climate. 

6126.  You  have  uot  increased  the  charges  ? — No, 
they  have  not  been  increased ;  they  have  uot  been 
materially  varied  for  many  years. 

6127.  Ai-c  the  tolls  levied  in  accordance  with  those 
specified  in  the  schedules  to  your  Act  ? — In  no  case 
are  they  higher  ;  in  many  instances  they  are  lower 
than  those  which  we  are  entitled  to  charge. 

6128.  What  are  your  sources  of  revenue? — We 
derive  our  revenue  from  tolls  and  rents  of  stalls, 
the  main  proportion  is  derived  from  rents.  In  the 
answers  we  supplied  to  you  we  divide  our  income 
under  different  heads,  and  we  state  that  on  an  average 
of  three  years  ending  1887  our  income  from  tolls 
was  4,667/. ;  from  rents  and  stallages,  13,853/. ;  other 
receipts  being  113/.  The  larger  proportion  arises 
from  rents  and  stallages. 

6129.  How  are  the  rents  fixed? — The  letting  is 
according  to  the  value  of  the  standing  in  the  market. 

6130.  Is  not  the  amount  fixed  according  to  the  kind 
of  business  carried  on  ? — I  can  hardly  say  whether 
that  is  taken  into  consideration ;  it  would  be  more  the 
position  in  the  market  than  anything  else  that  would 
influence  us  in  fixing  the  rents ;  but  we  are  not  anxious, 
in  fact  we  should  be  unwilling,  to  let  the  whole  of  our 
market  tt»  permanent  tenants  for  rents.  We  do  not 
think  it  desirable  to  exclude  the  casual  occupancy  of 
those  persons  who  pay  tolls.  It  is  an  easier  way  of 
raising  the  revenue  of  the  market  to  let  it  to  permanent 
tenants,  but  it  haa  the  effect  of  creating  to  a  certain 
extent  a  monopoly  of  the  market 

6131.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  do  not  remove  tenants 
unless  for  some  good  cause  ? — No ;  in  fact  it  is  very 
difficult  to  get  rid  of  a  tenant. 

6132.  The  revenue  b  principally  derived  from  rents 
of  stalls  in  the  various  markets,  and  you  believe  that 
is  a  fair  way  of  raising  the  revenue  ? — ^Yes,  subject  to 
the  qualification  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  per- 
manent tenancies  over  the  whole  market. 

6133.  You  have  byelaws  regulating  the  markets  ? 
— Yes  ;  I  believe  we  supplied  a  copy  to  the  Commis- 
sion. 

6134.  Is  there  any  diflSculty  in  carrying  out  your 
byelaws  ? — No,  not  as  a  rule.  We  find  [)eople  are 
fairly  reasonable. 

6135.  Have  you  many  complaints  about  the  way 
in  which  the  markets  are  conducted  ?  —No ;  it  would 
be  perhaps  too  much  to  say  that  we  have  given  perfect 
satisfaction  in  every  single  case,  but  there  have  been 
no  serious  complaints. 

6136.  Are  there  any  hawkers  in  Birmingham  ? — 
Yes,  there  are  hawkers  within  the  borough,  and  the 
corporation  are  authorised  to  levy  a  license  due  not 
exceeding  20*.  on  every  hawker  in  lieu  of  toll ;  but 
we  do  not  exercise  that  right,  in  fact  they  exercise 
their  calling  free  of  any  payment  to  the  corporation. 

6137.  Is  there  a  large  number  of  them  ? — They  ai-e 
not  so  numerous  as  they  used  t9  be.  We  have  no 
means  of  getting  at  their  number  because  we  do  not 
license  them,  but  there  are  a  considerable  number  of 
them.  I  should  think  they  have  been  very  much 
crushed  out  by  the  competition  of  the  small  shops, 
which  are  very  numerous  in  Birmingham. 

6138.  I  suppose  they  are  pretty  much  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  costermongers  in  London  ? — Yes.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  authorities  in  London  charge 
the :rt  anything  for  toll ;  we  do  not. 

(i  139.  There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  among  the  coster- 
mo;. gers  here  that  they  are  being  crushed  out  unfairly  ? 
— 1  £*  they  are  being  crushed  out  in  Birmingham  it  is 
siii|)ly  by  the  operation  of  free  competition,  as  they 
haMi  perfect  liberty  to  carry  on  their  trade  without 
res!  riction. 

M40.  The  police  do  not  interfere  with  them? — 
The  police  do  not  interfere  with  them  in  the  least, 
and  they  are  not  subject  to  any  payment  whatever. 
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6141.  I  suppose  the  tolls  that  are  levied  are  a  very 
small  per-eentage  on  the  valae  of  the  goods  ? — A  very 
sinaU  per-ceDtage. 

6142.  In  your  opinion  the  tolls  levied  do  not 
operate  at  all  in  increasing  the  price  of  articles  sold  ? 
— I  do  not  see  how  they  can  possibly  do  so.  'l*hey 
are  very  hroall  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
articles.  Take  6  lbs.  of  butter,  for  instance,  the 
price  of  6  ibs.  of  butter,  even  in  the  market,  would  be 
a  good  deal  over  6i.,  but  the  toll  upon  that  6  lbs.  is 
Id.  It  is  inconceivable  that  such  a  toll  as  that  could 
have  any  influence  upon  the  price.  Take  a  less 
favourable  instance,  take  a  pot  of  potatoes,  which 
would  be  at  the  present  time,  perhaps*,  2s.  6d,y  the 
toll  upon  that  would  be,  I  think,  id.  Then  if  you  go 
to  meat  the  toll  on  a  carcass  of  a  bull,  steer,  ox,  cow, 
or  heifer  is  1#.  4ef.,  which  is  an  inappreciable  charge  on 
the  whole  carcass  of  an  animal ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  on  dead  meat  we  do  not  levy  anything  like  tolls 
amounting  to  that,  as  in  our  dead  meat  market  the 
ground  is  let  nearly  wholly  by  space,  and  the  rents 
charged  ai*e  so  trivial  as  to  be  indivisible  by  the 
numlxT  of  ciu'ctwsses  sold  in  it,  and  thai  is  one  of  our 
chief  difficulties  in  improving  that  market,  for  people 
occupying  those  places  &re  so  extremely  well  off,  and 
derive  so  much  advantage  from  their  occupation,  that 
they  do  not  want  to  be  disturbed  even  for  the  sake  of 
havinii^  improved  accommodation. 

6143.  Although  the  corporation  by  their  Act  are 
authorised  to  levy  tolls  on  all  the  articles  enumerated 
in  the  schedule  to  that  Act  sold  in  the  streets,  in 
point  of  fact  they  do  not  exercise  that  power  ? — They 
do  not  levy  tolls  on  any  articles  unless  ihcy  are  sold 
in  the  market  or  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

6144.  What  would  be  the  limit  ? — We  never  collect 
anything  over  abont  half  a  mile  away,  usually  not  so 
far.  There  is  a  Utile  market  on  Gosta  Green,  and 
there  maybe  a  few  shillings  collected  there,  but  it  is 
a  market  which  has  been  long  decaying,  and  is  nearly 
done  with. 

6145.  Is  it  the  case  that  formerly  marketable  com- 
modities were  bought  and  sold  at  the  railway  stations? 
— Formerly  there  used  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of 
market  business  transacted  at  the  stations,  and  one  of 
the  companies,  the  London  and  North-western  Railway 
Company,  pa'd  us  100/.  a  year  in  commutation  of  toll, 
but  they  have  now  discontinued  that  payment  on  the 
ground  that  8iu<*e  the  borough  markets  have  been 
made  adequate  the  business  formerly  transacted  at  the 
stations  has  ceased  to  be  transacted  there.  That  of 
course  is  advantageous,  as  there  are  considerable  ob- 
jections to  markets  being  held  in  railway  stations 
which  are  not  absolutely  free  of  access  to  everybody. 

6146.  The  railway  companies  have  discontinued 
that  payment  because  the  market  business  formerly 
done  at  the  stations  is  no  longer  productive  of  profit  to 
them  ? — ^They  eay  so.  Sales  formerly  took  place  at 
those  stations  to  u  considerable  eittent.  Now  they  say 
no  business  is  done  at  all.  We  have  made  inquiry  and 
we  think  their  statement  is  well  founded;  virtually 
very  little  business  is  transacted  in  the  railway 
stations. 

6147.  Is  the  system  of  selling  cattle  by  auction 
carried  on  to  any  extent  ? — Not  cattl« ;  it  is  in  the 
case  of  vegetables  to  a  considerable  extent. 

6148.  Is  that  increasing  do  you  think  ? — I  can 
hardly  say  that  it  is  increasing.  A  good  many  dealers 
sell  by  auction. 

6149.  Does  the  corporation  provide  inspectors  for 
the  markets  ? — Yes,  we  have  inspectors  who  inspect 
everything  offered  in  the  markets,  and  also  all  meat 
offered  throughout  the  town  by  the  butchers  ;  we  get 
through  that  portion  of  our  work  very  easily,  because 
we  have  a  local  regulation  or  arrangement  which 
materially  facilitates  our  operations.  Years  ago  a 
good  deal  of  ill-feeling  used  to  arise  where  articles 
were  seized  as  beinc;  unfit  for  food ;  it  is  a  burning 
question  with  butchers  an<l  fishmongers  as  to  when 
meat  or  fish  is  unfit  for  sale  and  when  it  is  not  At 
the  suggestion  of  a  member  of  the  corporation  the 
plan  was  adopted  of  choosing  out  of  each  trade  a  jury 


to  deal  with  cases  where  the  person  to  whom  the 
iiieAC  or  fish  belongo<l  insisted  that  it  was  fit  for  food 
though  seized.  On  the  application  of  such  person 
the  articles  seized  are  inspected  by  a  jury  of  his 
fellow  traders,  and  we  11  nd  in  nearly  every  case  the 
verdict  of  the  officer  is  confirmed. 

6150.  Where  an  article  of  food  has  been  condemned 
by  your  officer  if  the  party  selling  the  article  feels 
himself  aggrieved  he  can  call  upon  this  jury? — Thtit 
is  so. 

6151.  And,  i:s  a  general  rule,  you  say  the  condem- 
nation of  your  officer  is  confirmed  ? — Yes.  The  result 
of  that  is  that,  knowing  they  liave  the  power  to  call 
in  a  jury,  they  do  not  do  it,  and  wo  hear  no  moro 
about  it  The  system  works  very  well  indeed  ;  we 
have  a  fresh  jury  nominated  every  year.  The  way  w<: 
manage  it  is  this.  There  are  associations  in  Birming- 
ham, lino  representing  the  butchers  and  one  represent- 
ing the  fish  and  game  dealers,  and  at  a  certJiin  period 
of  the  year,  afier  the  November  elections,  wo  write  to 
them  and  invito  them  to  send  in  a  certain  number  of 
names  for  iis  to  select  from,  and  from  those  names  so 
sent  in  we  select  a  jury  for  the  year. 

6152.  That  is  all  done  by  arrangement  and  not  by 
any  byelaw  or  under  any  Act  of  Parliament  ? — It  is 
by  agreement. 

6153.  Are  the  parties  pretty  well  satisfied  with  the 
arrangement  ? — Yes ;  it  certainly  works  admirably. 

0154.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  corporation 
having  slaughter-houses  of  their  own  and  compelling 
butchers  to  go  there  ? — There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be 
very  ad\'anta;;eous  to  the  general  public  ;  it  is  one  of 
the  alterations  and  improvements  which,  perhaps,  is 
more  requii-ed  than  anytiiing  else  in  Birmingham, 
where  in  the  very  heart  of  the  population  there  is 
a  nest  of  slaughter-houses  which  are  simply  public 
tiuisaaces,  crying  scandals,  and  no  amount  of  altera- 
tion and  improvement  that  we  could  call  upon  the 
occupiers  to  make  would  abate  the  nuisance;  nuisance 
mu^i  necessarily  arise  in  slaughtering  cattle  in  slaugh- 
ter-houses in  a  central  position  and  inadequate  in  size. 
The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  is  vastly  in  excess 
of  the  accommodation  provided;  they  kill  day  and 
night. 

6155.  (Mr.  Charring  ton.)  Fi*om  y<mr  experience 
of  the  working  of  these  markets  in  Birmingham  do 
you  see  any  way  in  which  improvements  might  be 
made  in  the  system  of  working  tliem  ? — No  ;  1  think 
they  are  worked  fairly  well.  I  think  they  afford  a 
very  valuable  means  of  supplying  the  population  with 
articles  of  food. 

6156.  You  said  there  was  a  deficiency  as  regards 
slaughter-houses  ? — Undoubtedly  the  slaughter-houses 
are  inadequate.  The  corporation  as  soon  as  they  have 
the  means  will,  no  doubt,  establish  a  new  dead  meat 
market,  and  establish  public  abbatoirs  in  connexion 
with  it  outside  the  town ;  but  that  would  be  a  costiy 
business.  The  acquisition  of  a  site  is  the  chief  difii- 
culty  in  connexion  with  the  establishment  of  abbatoirs  ; 
and  then  the  question  would  arise  whether  they 
would  be  sufficiently  used  by  the  butchers  to  make 
them  pay  ?  Butchers  will  not  use  abbatoirs  outside 
the  town  aa  long  as  they  have  slaughter-houses  in  the 
centre  of  the  town ;  therefore,  I  think  when  public 
abbatoirs  were  established  by  the  public  authority, 
away  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  the  private 
slaughter-houses  should  be  closed  by  law.  That,  I 
believe,  is  the  law  which  obtains  abroad;  for  instance, 
in  Dresden  and  all  through  Prussia  when  the  public 
authority  establish  abbatoirs  every  butcher  is  required 
to  close  his  own  private  slaughter-house. 

6157.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  officer  of  health 
in  Birmingham  considers  the  present  system  of  slaugh- 
ter-houses detrimental  to  health  r — Undoubtedly.  I 
am  also  a  member  of  the  health  committee,  and  we 
are  constantly  making  efforts  to  mitigate  the  nuisance 
and  danger  to  health. 

6158.  It  is  considered  by  the  medical  officer  to  be 
injurious  to  health  ? — Most  injurious.  A  slaughter- 
house is  a  place  which  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
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Mr.  manage  so  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance,  eyen  if  constructed 

H.  Fuiford,     in  the  best  manner  possible. 

6159.  Taking  the  cattle  to  those  places  also  causes 

8  June  18S8.     ^q^X  inconvenience  to  the  traffic  ? — Yes,  the  access  is 
"""""^"^       generally  up  a  narrow  street ;  the  cattle  are  knocked 
about ;  they  have  been  kept  without  water  most  pro- 
bably for  some  time,  and  being  driven  up  and  down 
the  streets  as  they  are  makes  them  half  mad. 

6160.  In  your  Smithfield  Cattle  Market  are  the 
cattle  supplied  with  water  ? — Yes. 

6161.  (  Chairman,)  Are  you  of  opinion  that  markets, 
as  a  rule,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authori- 
ties ? —  Undoubtedly,  I  think  they  are  the  proper 
people  to  have  charge  of  the  markets.  Markets  difPer 
very  much  in  different  localities ;  but  I  should  think 
there  is  no  doubt  that  in  every  case  they  would  be 
better  dealt  with  by  the  local  authority  tlian  by  any 
other  method. 

6162.  {Mr.  Little,)  The  powers  of  the  corporation 
of  Birmingham  are  not  the  general  powers  possessed 
by  all  corix)rations,  they  are  special  powers  given  by 
their  local  Act,  are  they  not  ? — We  have  a  special  Act, 
but  it  incorporates  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Clauses 
Act. 

6163.  In  answer  to  Question  10,  under  the  head  of 
expenditure,  I  find  "  rents,  rates,  and  taxes,  1,609/.", 
are  any  of  your  markets  hired  ? — The  larger  portion 
of  that  1,609/.  is  rates;  nearly  all  of  it.  A  small 
portion  of  the  dead  meat  market  is  held  on  lease 
from  the  Gk)vernors  of  the  Free  Grammar  School,  but 
that  is  a  very  small  matter. 

6164.  In  answer  to  the  next  question,  in  giving 
the  average  amount  of  gross  receipts  for  three  years, 
you  put  rents  and  stallages  together,  would  those  rents 
include  any  shops  or  taverns  ? — We  have  two  market 
inns. 

6165.  You  have  no  great  number  of  ordinary 
shops  ? — ^Noj  we  have  two  inns,  and  we  have,  perhaps, 
half-a-dozen  shops  which  are  utilised  in  connexion 
with  one  of  the  markets  for  selling  such  things  as  are 
sold  in  the  market. 

6166.  You  have  no  drapers'  shops,  for  instance  ? — 
No,  no  general  shops.  Our  rents  altogether,  other 
than  market  rents,  certainly,  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  800/.  or  900/. 

6167.  In  answer  to  Question  14,  which  is  whether 
any  records  are  kept  of  the  prices  of  commodities  sold 
in  the  market,  it  is  stated  that  the  prices  of  commo- 
dities sold  in  the  market  are  published  in  the  news- 
papers after  every  market  day,  how  are  those  prices 
obtained  ? — ^They  are  obtained  by  the  officers  of  the 
market,  who  collect  the  information,  I  suppose  verbally, 
from  the  dealers. 

6168.  The  information  so  obtained  and  published 
in  the  newspapers  cannot  exactly  be  called  a  record. 
A  record  is  a  statement  of  actual  transactions  ? — You 
would  go  to  a  dealer  and  ask  him :  What  prices  are 
such  and  such  goods  fetching  to-day,  and  he  would 
give  his  general  estimate. 

6169.  There  is  no  record  of  the  quantity  of  any 
goods  sold  at  a  particular  price  ? — No. 

6170.  Have  you  any  corn  market  ? — We  have  a  com 
exchange  not  belonging  to  the  corporation — it  is  a 
private  speculation. 

6171.  Have  the  corporation  considered  the  question 
whether  when  the  cost  of  the  markets  has  once  been 
paid  the  tolls  should  simply  cover  the  cost  of  manage- 
ment?— I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  that  the 
corporation  have  ever  expressed  an  opinion  upon  that 
question,  l)ecause  the  contingency  to  which  your 
question  points  is  so  very  remote  that  I  suppose  we 
should  consider  that  wo  might  deal  with  it  when  it 
came  up ;  but  still  as  an  abstract  question  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  at  all  desirable.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  tolls,  rents,  &c.  levied  in  the  markets  should 
not  be  fixed  solely  with  the  view  of  raising  the 
highest  possible  revenue.  We  are  not,  however, 
prepared  to  assent  to  the  proposition  that  the  tolls, 
rents,  &c.  should  be  determined  exclusively  by 
reference  to  the  capital  expenditure  upon  the  markets, 
and  should  therefore  be  entirelv  abolished  when  that 


expenditure  has  been  recouped  out  of  the  market 
revenue.  It  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  alto- 
gether impracticable,  so  to  proportion  rents,  tolls,  &c. 
as  to  exactly  cover  charges,  and  from  the  fluctuating 
character  of  the  income  from  markets  it  would  pro- 
bably be  always  found  necessary  to  provide  a  con- 
siderable margm  for  contingencies.  The  establishment 
of  free  markets,  if  practicable,  would  also  be  open  to 
the  further  objection  that  it  would  give  an  unfair 
advantage  to  traders  using  the  markets  over  those 
engaged  in  similar  occupations  in  other  parts  of  the 
town,  who  would  be  liable  to  rents,  rates,  and  taxes 
from  the  payment  of  which  those  traders  using  the 
markets  would  be  entirely  reh'eved.  Iliis  difficulty 
would  be  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
latter  are  not  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  in  any  way 
liable  to  contribute  to  municipal  obligations,  while 
the  former  class  are  necessarily  resident  in  the  town, 
paying  rates,  and  in  many  other  ways  contributing  to 
its  prosperity.  In  reference  to  the  suggestion  under 
consideration,  it  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  if 
adopted  it  would  in  many  cases  seriously  hamper  the 
local  authority  in  the  work  of  developing  and  in- 
creasing the  markets  when  required.  To  meet  the 
demands  of  an  increasing  population  the  expenditure 
of  large  amounts  of  capital  on  the  establishment  of 
new  markets,  or  the  extension  of  existing  ones,  is 
frequently  requisite.  This  capital  expenditure  is  often 
for  an  indefinite  period  wholly  or  in  part  unproductive, 
and  any  loss  arising  in  respect  of  it  would  fall 
upon  the  general  body  of  ratepayers,  upon  whose 
credit  municipal  loans  are  raised.  If  it  were  laid 
down  by  statute  that  tolls,  rents,  &c.  should  in  no 
CAse  exceed  the  charges  on  the  markets,  it  is  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  ratepayers  would  be  in  many 
instances  unwilling  to  sanction  expenditure  which 
involved  a  risk  of  loss  without  the  possibility  of 
profit.  For  this  reason  in  the  opinion  of  the  cor- 
pora(tion  such  an  arrangement  would  be  likely  seriously 
to  obstruct  the  necessary  development  of  municipal 
markets,  and  thus  create  an  evil  much  more  con- 
siderable than  any  which  can  arise  from  the  tolls, 
rents,  &c.  now  levied.  The  tolls  levied  in  the  markets 
of  Birmingham  bear  in  every  instance  but  a  trivial 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  articles  upon  which 
they  are  paid,  and  it  is  probable  that  their  entire 
abolition  would  not  appreciably  cheapen  the  cost  of 
the  commodities  to  the  consumer ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  obvious  that  any  inadequacy  in  the  markets 
themselves  tends  to  the  creation  of  a  monopoly  which 
is  in  restraint  of  trade,  and  likely  seriously  lo  prejudice 
the  general  public.  We  think  that  the  proper  course 
to  pursue  can  only  be  determined  by  reference  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  case  as  it  arises,  and 
we  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  un- 
desirable that  any  invariable  rule  should  be  laid  down 
by  law,  but  that  the  matter  should  in  all  cases  be  left 
to  the  local  authority  to  determine. 

6172.  The  corporation  are  satisfied  with  the  existing 
law  ? — Yes,  E  am  not  aware  that  any  serious  alteration 
is  desired  at  the  present  time. 

6173.  (6Vr  Thomas  Martineau.)  The  net  profits 
have  decreased  between  1877  and  1887  largely,  as  you 
told  us,  from  the  increase  of  the  amount  payable  for 
interest  and  sinking  fund  on  capital  outlay  ? — That  is 
so. 

6174.  Then  you  mentioned  that  a  further  expen- 
diture would  probably  be  necessary  with  reference  to 
the  cattle  market  and  the  dead  meat  market  ? — Yes. 

6175.  Do  you  think  that,  for  a  time  at  all  events,  it 
is  probable  that  when  that  extension  of  your  markets 
took  place  there  would  be  a  further  diminution  in  the 
profits  of  your  markets? — I  should  think  it  is  quite 
certain  that  there  would  be.  You  cannot  establish  a 
large  market  and  expect  such  a  business  to  come  to  it 
immediately  as  would  entirely  cover  the  cost  of  it.  I 
went  carefully  into  the  matter  some  time  ago  when 
we  proposed  to  move  the  markets,  and  the  conclusion 
I  came  to  was,  that  undoubtedly  for  a  term  of  years, 
-which  one  can  hardly  define,  there  would  be  a  loss  to 
the  corporation  of  some  thousands  a  year.     The  loss 
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might  be  even  larger  and  possibly  pjriimr  ent.  The 
establishment  of  a  market  is  a  great  speculation ;  it 
maj  hit  the  public  want  and  taJce  the  trade  of  the 
whole  district,  or  it  may  not ;  there  is  an  element  of 
speculation,  independently  of  anything  eUe,  in  it. 

6176.  In  view  of  that  probability,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  an  imprudent  thing  to  give  away  the  pre- 
sent profit  of  3,800/.  ? — ^1  do,  indeed.  If  we  were  to 
attempt  to  reduce  our  tolls,  so  that  there  would  be 
virtuiUly  no  balance  over  the  amount  required  for  in- 
terest and  maintenance,  I  think  it  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  that  the  markets  of  the  town  could  ever  be 
further  extended.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  per- 
suade the  ratepayers  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  aa 
markets. 

6177.  A  large  reduction  of  tolls  so  as  to  dissipate 
this  profit  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  ex- 
tension  of  the  markets  ? — Undoubtedly  it  would. 

6178.  (Mr.  CharringUm.)  If  all  market  rights 
were  done  away  with,  so  that  any  individual  would  be 
at  liberty  to  start  a  market  if  he  thought  proper,  do 
you  think  markets  would  be  established  by  private 
individuals  ? — It  is  difiicult  to  say.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  in  some  districts  markets  on  a  limited  scale 
might  be  started  ;  but  they  would  not  be  on  a  very  large 
scale,  because  any  persons  so  starting  a  market  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  site  of  sufficient  area 
to  make  a  large  market ;  it  is  possible  that  a  very 
limited  market  might  be  so  established,  but  it  would 
not  be  a  market  worthy  of  the  name,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  answer,  because  I  notice  in  Birming- 
ham that  the  tendency  of  all  the  business  is  to  gravi- 
tate to  a  large  market.  The  market  at  the  railway 
stations  is  an  instance  in  point ;  one  would  have  sup- 
posed that  with  all  the  advantages  that  there  are  at  a 
railway  station  if  a  small  market  would  succeed  any- 
where it  would  have  been  a  success  there,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  notwithstanding  that  the  dealers  were 
absolutely  free  from  all  payment  of  tolls  or  rents 
(which  Uiey  would  not  be  in  a  private  market),  the 
business  at  the  stations  has  entirely  ceased. 

6179.  {Sir  Thomds  Martineau.)  You  have  given 
us  very  good  reasons  for  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  the  toUs  were  considerably  r^uced  the  effect  would 
not  be  really  to  lessen  the  price  of  commodities  to  the 
consumers.  Suppose  they  were  so  reduced  as  to  take 
away  from  you  the  whole  of  the  8,800/.  profit,  to 
whom  would  that  money  go? — 1  think  there  is  no 
doubt  it  would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  sellers. 
From  one  of  the  returns  I  have  handed  in  you  will 
see  that  the  total  receipts  of  the  corporation  in  1887 
were  19,731/.,  and  the  net  receipts  which  would  be 
available  for  the  reduction  of  tolls  were  3,893/.  Then 
we  will  suppose  that  we  proceeded  so  to  reduce  the 
tolls  as  to  give  away  the  whole  of  the  net  receipts,  it 
would  in  that  case  be  possible  to  reduce  the  tolls  and 


rents  something  like  one  fifth- -20  per  cent.  Turning 
to  the  schedule  of  toUs,  it  will  be  found  tliut  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  apportion  such  a  reduction  as 
that  upon  those  tolls.  For  instance,  take  the  instance 
I  quoted — butter  ;  how  are  we  to  take  off  a  fifth  of 
l<f.  on  6  lbs.  of  butter  ?  We  could  certainly  take  a 
fifth  off  Is,  4c/.,  which  is  chargeable  upon  a  carcass 
of  a  bull,  steer,  ox,  cow,  or  heifer ;  but  supposing  we 
took  Sd,  off,  it  is  inconceivable  that  it  would  ever  reach 
the  consumer — it  is  such  a  small  tax.  A  small  tax 
of  that  kind  always  stops  with  the  person  who  pays  it 
first,  as  everybody  knows  by  their  own  experience  even 
in  larger  taxes  than  that.  I  do  not  think  the  tolls  have 
any  influence  at  all  in  fixing  the  price  to  the  consumer. 
I  do  not  see,  as  a  fact,  that  they  do,  and  I  do  not  see, 
as  a  matter  of  theory,  that  it  could  be  expected  that 
they  would.  Traders  in  our  markets  compete  with 
other  people  engaged  in  similar  occupations  outside 
the  markets,  and  it  is  obvious  that  prices  must  be  de- 
termined by  the  ordinary  laws  of  supply  and  demand. 
The  rates  and  tolls  they  pay  are  not  an  element  in  the 
cost  of  the  thing  thciy  sell.  If  a  man  occupies  bis 
own  manufactory  or  shop,  he  does  not  sell  his  goods 
any  cheaper  than  a  man  who  pays  rent.  The  qn(\i- 
tioo  whether  he  pays  rent  is  only  a  question  that  affects 
the  distribution  of  the  amount  that  is  paid  for  the 
article — ^it  does  not  affect  its  amount  The  rent  of 
agricultural  land  does  not  raise  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce. 

6180.  There  have  been  occasions  in  my  own  recol- 
lection where  there  have  been  disputes  between  the 
market  committee  and  persons  dealing  in  the  market 
and  whore  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  the  case  to 
the  magistrates  ;  yon  probably  remember  such  cases  ? 
— Yes. 

6181.  Has  it  been  found  that  that  is  an  easy  remedy 
without  much  expense  to  any  of  the  parties  ? — Yes, 
we  have  had  one  or  two  difficulties,  in  my  recollection, 
in  the  last  five  or  six  years.  They  are  very  readily  dealt 
with  by  the  magistrates. 

6182.  There  has  never  been  an  appeal  that  you  know 
of  ? — ^No,  both  parties  have  rested  content.  I  remem- 
ber one  case  Uiat  went  wholly  in  favour  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  I  remember  another  case  which  was 
decided  partly  in  favour  of  the  other  parties,  in  which 
case  the  corporation  let  the  thing  drop  and  accepted . 
the  decision. 

6183.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  Are  the  markets  con- 
sidered adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  community  ? — ^I 
cannot  say  that  the  cattle  and  dead  meat  markets  are 
in  any  way  adequate  ;  they  are  not  adequate  and  they 
ought  to  be  enlarged,  and  the  corporation  will  be  glad 
to  enlarge  them  as  soon  as  we  can,  but  we  shall  never 
do  it  if  Parlimnent  takes  away  irom  us  the  balance  of 
our  income. 


Mr. 
H.  Fulford. 

e  June  1888. 


Adjourned. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY. 


Thnrsday,  2l8t  June  1888. 


PRESENT  : 

The  Right  Hon.  the  EARL  of  DERBY,  K.G.,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 

Sir  Thomas  Martineau. 

Mr.  Charles  I.  Elton,  Q.C,  M.P. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spencer  Chajirington,  M.P. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 
Mr.  Pierce  Mahont,  M.P. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  P.  Rooke,  Secretary. 
Mr.  Becher  Tidd  Pratt  examined. 


[    6184.  (Chairman)  You  are  the  mayor  of  Newark, 
are  you  not  ? — I  nm. 

6185.  Is   tiiere   any   feeling    in    the    borough   of 
Newark,  so  far  as  you  are  aware,  on  the  subject  of 


markets  ? — So  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  Newark  are 
concerned,'-  we    claim,    as    inhabitants,   to   be    free 
of  toll   altogether,  in  Newark   and   throughout   the    T 
l.ingdom,  under  charter  of  Chii|J^Xtu  uy  ^-  OOQlC 

Mm  4        ^ 
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^^^  61b6.  Will  you  explain   what  you  mean    by   the 

B,  T,  Pratt,    expression,     "throughout     the    kingdom'?  —  King 

—  Charles  I.  granted  us  a  chaiter  (of  which  1  have  a 

21  Juno  1888.    copy  here)  giving  us  privileges ;  and  then  the  inhabi- 

tants  lent  him  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  lie  was 

going  to  increase  the  privileges  under  our  charter; 
but  he  died  before  he  could  so.  Then  Charles  II. 
granted  a  fresh  charter,  and  in  that  charter  he  granted 
and  confirmed  **  to  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
"  the  said  borough  and  their  successors,  that  they  and 
*^  their  successors,  free  men  and  inhabitants  within  the 
"  said  town  of  Newark  upon  Trent,  and  the  liberties 
"  and  precincts  thei*eof,  and  every  and  each  of  thcro, 
"  shall  come  and  be  free  and  quit  of  and  from  all 
"  tollsj  customs,  passages,  or  costs,  ponage,  pinage^ 
"  and  stallage,  and  of  all  custotns  throughout  our 
"  whole  kingdom/* 

6187.  I  think  we  had  better  ignore  the  promise 
that  was  given  by  Charles  I.,  because  that  was  given, 
I  observe,  in  the  middle  of  the  civil  war,  and  he  was 
never  in  a  position  to  fulfil  it? — Ue  wa^  not.  But 
the  charter  of  Charles  11.  I'ecitos  that  charter  of 
Charles  1. 

6188.  It  is  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  upon  which 
you  rely  ? — Yes. 

6189.  That  charter,  we  understand,  was  afterwards 
attacked  ? — ^It  was  attacked  by  James  II.,  when  he 
wanted  to  deprive  the  burgesses  of  Newark  of  the 
power  of  trending  up  two  members  of  Parliament; 
but  that  went  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the 
charter  was  confirmed  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

6190.  That  dispute,  as  I  ULderstand,  was  only  in 
regard  to  the  validity  of  the  charter  where  it  con- 
cerned the  elective  franchise?— That  is  all. 

6101.  But  you  contend  that  if  that  charter  was 
good  in  that  respect,  it  was  good  in  every  other 
respect  ? — Yes.  A»  a  fact,  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Newark,  not  knowing  that  the  mayor  for  the 
time  being  was  clerk  of  the  mai*kei,  and  could  place 
the  stalls  where  he  liked,  have  gone  on  paying  tolls 
because  they  had  occupii^  one  place  for  a  great  many 
years',  and  did  not  want  to  be  put  out  of  that  one 
place.  But  it  is  the  mayor  who,  for  the  time  being,  is 
the  clerk  of  the  market,  who  is  empowered  to  tell  them 
where  to  stand.  The  words  of  the  charier  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  charter  which  was  fought,  as 
your  Lordship  will  recollect,  when  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  tried  to  establish  a  market  against 
Mr.  Batch.  Vice-Chancellor  Bacon  granted  an 
injunction  in  that  ease,  and  that  injunction  was 
confirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords. 

6192.  (Chairman.)  We  understand  that  the  Crown 
parted  with  its  property  in  the  manor  of  Newark 
some  50  years  ago? — Yes,  the  Crown  in  the  year 
1836  put  up  the  property  for  sale,  and  one  of  the  lots 
was  :  **  the  manor  of  Newark  and  also  the  profits  of 
*  two  fairs  yearly  kept  within  the  said  manor,  one  at 
**  the  feast  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the  other  at  St.  Mary 
"  Magdaieii,  together  with  the  piccage  and  stallage 
"  of  the  said  fairs,  and  also  the  profits  of  all  other 
**  fairs  or  markets  that  tnay  be  kept  within  or  belong 
"  to  tlie  manor,  and  the  tolls  thereof,  and  likewise 
*•  the  tolls  and  dues  to  the  said  manor  belonging." 
They  did  not  sell  it  in  the  year  1836.  They  put  it 
up  again  in  the  years  1337  and  1338,  and  they  left 
out  these  words :  "  and  also  the  profits  of  all  other 
**  fairs  or  markets  that  may  be  kept  within  or 
"  belong  to  the  manor,  aud  the  tolls  thereof.'*  The 
legend  or  supposition  handed  down  from  time  to 
time  among  the  inhabitants  of  Newark  is  that  the 
Crown  was  advised  that  it  had  not  a  right  to  sell  the 
profits  of  these  other  fairs  and  markets,  because  it 
could  only  kcU  the  tolls  payable  by  any  one  who  came 
from  the  country  to  the  markets,  and  was  not  an 
inhabitant  of  Newark. 

6193.  At  any  rate,  these  t4)lls  and  profits  of  the 
fairs  and  markets  within  the  manor,  whatever  they 
may  be,  have  never  been  parted  with,  and  I  suppose 
they  belong  still  to  the  Crown  ? — The  lessee  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  collects  the  tolls  under  some  grant 


from  the  Crown,  1  believe,  but  not  being  concerned 
for  the  Duke  1  cannot  speak  as  to  that ;  that  is  to  say, 
he  collects  the  tolls  from  those  who  pay  them  ;  those 
who  do  not  pay  them  do  not  suflTer. 

6194.  Ihen  the  position  is  this:  that  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  claims  a  right  to  toll,  and  that  he  enforces 
his  claim  so  far  as  to  receive  toll  from  those  who  are 
willing  to  pay«  but  that  he  has  no(  tried  to  assert  it 
legally  ? — No,  he  has  never  tried  that ;  and  1  think 
that  after  the  meeting  we  had  a  few  days  ago,  a  great 
number  of  people  knowing  that  the  clerk  of  the 
market  can  phice  them  where  he  thinks  fit,  will  refuse 
to  pay  altogether.  There  used  to  be  an  old  bridge 
over  the  river  Trent,  maintained  by  Uie  lessee  of  the 
Crown,  the  then  Duke  of  Newcastle.  He,  l»eing  the 
lessee,  found  it  so  expensive  to  keep  up  this  bridge, 
that  he  built  a  brick  and  stone  bridge.  The 
inhabitants  of  Newark,  when  this  was  built,  claimed 
exemption  from  the  toll,  and  it  was  given  by  the 
Duke  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  attorneys,  dated  the 
7th  of  March  1722.  I  may  say  that  the  bridge  is  now 
kept  up,  one  half  by  the  county  and  the  other  half  by 
the  urban  sanitary  authority. 

6196.  Can  you  explain  why  the  Crown  did  not, 
when  they  sold  the  manor  and  all  that  belonged  to  it, 
attempt  to  sell  the  profits  of  the  ordinary  markets  ? — 
I  am  too  young  a  man  to  remember  that ;  but  I  asked 
the  question  of  one  old  man  about  eighty  years  of  age, 
who  has  just  died,  and  he  replied  that  it  was  always 
said  in  Newark  that  they  found  they  had  n^t  the 
power  to  sell  as  against  the  inhabitants,  and  they  did 
not  think  it  was  woith  while  to  put  up  the  other  toll 
at  all. 

6196.  But  it  does  not  seem  that  any  step  has  been 
taken,  either  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  as  claiming 
toll,  or  by  the  mayor  on  behalf  of  the  municipality,  or 
by  the  public,  to  ascertain  what  the  real  legal  position 
is  ? — Some  of  them  have  refused  to  pay,  and  they 
have  never  been  summoned  before  the  magistrates. 
Of  tK)urse  the  reason  that  they  have  not  been 
summoned  before  the  magistrates  is  that  a  question  of 
right  would  spring  up,  and  the  expenses  of  having  the 
point  in  the  Queen's  Bench  would  perhaps  eat  up 
the  capital  value  of  the  tolls. 

6197.  I  suppose  the  tolls  are  on  a  very  small  Ecale  ? 
— Very  small. 

6198.  But  although  you  come  here  to  have  the 
matter  cleared  up,  it  does  not  seem  that  you  have 
taken  the  first  step  to  ascertain  how  it  stands,  namely, 
testing  your  legal  rights  ? — We  have  tested  it  so  far. 
One  of  the  parties  is  a  client  of  mine,  and  1  advised 
him  not  to  pay,  and  he  has  never  been  summoned. 
That  is  the  firat  step.  If  they  summoned  anyone  who 
did  not  pay,  then  I  have  no  doubt  there  would  be  a 
subscription  got  up  in  the  town  to  fight  the  question. 

6199.  The  tolls  are  let,  1  apprehend  ?— The  tolls 
are  let  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Burnaby,  who 
was  solicitor  to  the  Duke,  but  has  now  retired  from 
practice.  They  are  only  let  from  year  to  year,  not  on 
lease. 

6200.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  them  ? — I 
should  say  that  the  whole  of  the  tolls  together,  after 
paying  expenses,  do  not  come  to  more  than  4U/.  or 
50/. 

6201.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  an  expensive  law  suit 
would  swallow  up  the  capitalised  value  of  them  ? — 
Undoubtedly. 

6202.  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  wish  to  put 
before  us  ? — I  have  here  mil  answers  to  the  questions 
that  were  sent  to  ue. 

6203.  The  market,  we  understand,  is  an  open 
market,  held  in  the  market  place,  and  for  all  sorts  rf 
goods  ? — Yes.  The  first  question  is :  "  What  is  the 
*^  name,  situation,  and  nature  of  the  market,  and  what 
"  are  the  principal  articles  sold  ?  '*  Our  answer  is  : 
**  Newark  on  Trent  market  place ;  a  market  for  sale 
"  of  fruits  and  vegetables  of  all  descriptions,  meat, 
"  cheese,  fish,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  and  a  general 
"  market."  The  second  question  is :  "  What  is  the 
"  name  and  address  of  the  present  owner  of  the 
"  market?"      "The  third  question  is  whether  the 
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^'  rights  have  been  leased  by  the  owner,  and,  if  so,  the 
*'  name  and  address  of  the  lessee  ? "  Oar  answer 
is  :  '*  Thf)  soil  of  the  market  place  belongs  to  the 
*'  Corpoi-ation,  but  it  ia  alleged  that  under  a  charter 
'<  granted  by  Charles  II.  the  inhabitants  are  ^  free  and 
^  ^  quit  of  and  from  all  tolls,  cnstoms,  passages,  or 
'^  '  <308ts,  ponage,  pinage,  and  stallage,  and  of  all 
•*  *  customs  throughout  our  whole  kingdom/  The 
^  Crown  in  the  year  1838  sold  the  manor  of  Newark 
'*  and  its  rights  to  the  then  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who 
*^  has  let  the  profits  to  one  Mr.  Bumaby  as  a  yearly 
"  tenaut."  The  fourth  question  is :  "On  what  days  is 
the  market  held  ?  ''  Our  answer  is :  "  Wednesday,  all 
day,  and  Saturday  evening."  The  fifth  question  is  : 
"  What  market  accommodation  has  been  provided,  and 
by  whom  ?  "  Our  answer  is  :  "  Mr.  Bomaby  provides 
"  the  stalls  for  all  who  do  not  find  their  own,  and 
"  charges  double  fe^  for  doing  so."  The  sixth  question 
is:  "To  what  extent  are  the  markets  held  in  the 
"  open  streets,  and  how  long  have  they  been  so 
"  held?"  Our  answer  is:  "The  markets  are  held 
"  in  the  market  place,  and  in  a  street  called  Castle- 
"  gate,  but  on  fair  days  (two  in  the  year)  the  faurs 
"  are  held  in  the  principal  streets,  and  a  charge  is 
"  made  for  stallage."  The  seventh  question  is : 
"  What  officers  are  employed  in  connexion  with  the 
market  ?  "  Our  answer  is  :  "  Only  the  collector." 
The  eighth  question  is  :  "  Is  the  cost  of  the  removal 
"  of  refuse  and  cleansing  of  the  streets  in  connexion 
"  with  the  holding  of  the  market  borne  by  the  owner 
"  of  the  market,  and,  if  not,  by  whom  is  it  borne.  If 
"  borne  by  the  sanitary  authority  what  is  the 
"  estimated  annual  expense  ?  "  Our  answer  is  :  "  It 
"  is  cleansed  by  the  authority,  but  Mr.  Bumaby  pays 
"  7/.  ayear  towards  the  cost."  The  ninth  question 
is :  "  What  are  the  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages  which  are 
"  actually  levied,  and  how  long  has  the  present  scale 
"  been  in  force  ?  *'  Our  answer  is  :  "  The  amount 
"  charged  for  stallage  depends  principally  on  the 
"  space  occupied :  Id.  for  each  bag  of  potatoes,  hamper 
"  of  apples,  pears,  and  plums.  Persons  finding  their  own 
"  stalls  pay  from  4d.  to  Is.  per  week,  and  double  on 
"  fair  days.  Persons  selling  crockery  and  such  like  pay 
"  from  1«.  iols.Sd,  per  week,  and  double  on  fair  days." 
Then  I  go  to  the  eleventh  question,  which  is :  "  Are 
any  records  kept  of  the  pi-ices  of  commodities  sold  in 
the  market  P'  Our  answer  to  this  question  is :  "  No." 
The  twelfth  ciuestion  is :  "  Within  what  distance  and 
'*  during  what  times  are  the  market  rights  enforceable 
"  on  the  sale  of  goods  outside  the  market  buildings  ?  " 
Our  answer  is :  "  The  bouijidaries  of  the  borough."  The 
thirteenth  question  is :  "  To  what  extent  are  sales  on 
"  market  days,  otherwise  than  in  shops  and  in  the 
"  market  buildings,  prohibited  ?  "  Our  answer  is : 
"  Not  at  all  By  a  recent  private  Act  of  Parliamen 
«'  48  Vict.  c.  16,  a  cattle  market  is  held  just  outside 
*'  the  borough,  and  certain  charges  are  authorised." 
The  fourteenth  question  is  :  "  Is  there  any  regulation 
"  of  the  market  requiring  any  transactions  to  be  made 
"  through  particular  agents,  factors,  or  brokers  ? " 
Our  answer  to  this  is :  "  No."  The  fifteenth  question 
is :  **  From  what  districts  do  the  articles  sold  in  the 
**  markets  come,  and  is  there  any  restriction  in  this 
"  respect  ?  "  Our  answer  is :  '♦  Ten  to  fourteen  miles, 
"  but  this  would  more  particularly  affect  potatoes; 
"  the  other  articles  come  from  within  a  radius  of  four 
«'  miles.  There  is  not  any  restriction  at  all."  The 
sixteenth  question  is  :  '<  To  what  extent,  if  at  all,  have 
"  the  market  rights,  tolls,  dues,  rents,  stallages,  and 
^*  clues  and  tolls  affecting  the  market  town,  been 
"  complained  of  as  restrictive  of  trade  ?"  Our  answer 
is:  ♦'We  have  never  had  any  complaints."  The 
seventeenth  question  is:  "Has  the  present  accom- 
*"  modation  afforded  by  the  market  been  complained 
"  of  as  insufficient  and  unsuitable  for  the  local  trade  ?" 
Our  answer  to  that  question  is:  "No."  The  eighteenth 
question  is:  "What  are  the  views  of  the  local 
"  authority  as  to  the  prohibition  or  regulation  of  the 
"  leasmg  of  tolls  ?  "  Our  answer  is  :  "  The  authority 
"  think  that  the  tolls  should  not  be  allowed  to  be 
**  leased  to  any  unet  but  should  be  iu  the  hands  of  tht 
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"  authorities."  Tiie  nineteenth  question  is :  "  What 
"  are  the  views  of  the  local  authority  as  to  the 
"  expe'Jiency  of  placing  restrictions  on  the  sale,  outside 
"  the  market  buildings,  of  goods  that  may  be  hiwfully 
"  sold  in  the  market?"  Our  answer  is:  "If  the 
"  markets  are  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities,  they 
"  would  like  to  have  the  power  of  compelling  persons 
"  to  sell  certain  goods  herein  as  long  as  there  was 
"  room  in  the  covered  market,  and  so  freeing  the 
"  market  place."  The  twentieth  question  is :  "  Are  the 
"  local  authority  in  favour  of  obtaining  compulsory 
"  powers  to  acquire  market  rights  ?  "  Our  answer  to 
that  question  is  :  "  Yes."  The  twenty-first  question 
is  :  "  What  alterations,  if  any,  in  the  existing  law 
"  relating  to  markets  do  the  local  authority  consider 
"  desirable  ?  "  "  Our  answer  is  :  "  We  thmk  that  any 
"  legislation  should  be  in  the  direction  of  vestinjr  the 
"  sole  control  of  the  market  in  the  local  authorities, 
"  and  the  levying  of  the  tolls  should  also  be  in  their 
"  hands,  so  that  they  might  be  used  for  the  good  of 
"  the  town,  and  so  lighten  the  rates.  We  have  a 
"  market  which  we  built  about  six  or  seven  years  ago, 
"  and  the  authority  wished  to  acquire  the  market 
"  rights.  I  may  say  that  the  last  fair  was  held  on  the 
"  8th  or  10th  of  May,  and  even  now  the  market  phice 
"  has  not  been  repaired  by  the  lessee,  but  the  stones 
"  arc  all  up." 

6204.  What  would  be  your  wish  with  regard  to  these 
markets  ;  would  you  desire  to  have  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation? — Certainly,  because  then  we 
should  repair  these  pickages  and  stallages  at  once 
under  our  own  officer. 

6205.  Have  you  taken  any  step  to  purchase  these 
rights  ? — An  attempt  was  made  some  years  ago,  but 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  was  under  age,  and  the 
trustees  could  not  grant  a  lease  for  more  than  seven 
years,  and  that  they  offered  us  at  120/.  a  year.  Then 
we  tried  to  negotiate  with  the  lessee  to  buy  out  his 
right,  and  he  would  not  sell  unless  he  got  1,000/. ; 
but  as  he  was  only  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  we  did 
not  see  the  force  of  giving  him  the  capital  which 
represented  his  tolls. 

6206.  When  were  these  attempts  to  purchase 
made  ? — I  should  think  about  five  or  six  years  ago. 

6207.  And  the  matter  has  not  been  taken  up 
since  ? — No. 

6208.  The  owner  of  the  market  is  now  of  age,  and 
could  deal  with  it  ? — ^Yes,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he 
would  deal  with  it  now.  He  is  selling  a  lot  of  his 
Newark  property.  But  if,  as  we  assert  is  the  case, 
he  cannot  demand  any  toll  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Newark,  the  urbnn  sanitary  authority,  who  represent 
the  inhabitants,  would  not  negotiate  with  him  for  the 
purchase  of  what  they  consider  to  be  their  own 
rights.  We  should  want  to  know  what  was  got  from 
outsiders,  and  negotiate  on  it ;  and  probably  that  is 
the  rock  we  should  split  on. 

6209.  But  considering  the  doubt  that  exists  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  rights  which  belong  to  the  owner  of 
the  market,  and  considering  that  the  sum  is  so  small 
that  neither  party  seems  to  have  thought  it  worth 
while  to  go  into  a  law  suit  to  determine  those  rights,  it 
would  seem  that  under  these  circuidstancee  both  parties 
might  be  willing  to  compromise  the  matter  ? — I  am 
afraid  that  in  a  small  place  like  Newark  the  persons 
of  whom  the  town  council  is  mainly  composed 
would  object  to  any  expenditure  for  this  purpose, 
especially  if  they  were  going  out  of  the  council  that 
year,  the  object  being  to  keep  down  the  rates.  When 
they  first  come  in  for  three  years  they  are  more 
amenable. 

6210.  You  mean  that  you  think  there  would  be 
Ltrong  opposition  to  any  expenditure? — To  any 
expenditure  beyond  the  value  of  the  outsMe  tolls. 

6211.  (Sir  Thomas  Martineau,)  If  the  markets  came 
into  the  habds  of  the  town  council,  do  you  think 
that  there  would  be  an  improvement  in  the  matter  ? — 
I  am  quite  sure  there  would.  We  should  first  of  all 
improve  the  present  market  that  we  have.  The 
great  mistake,  as  I  understand,  that  they  made  in  it 
iSi  that  there  are  two  doors  without  any  oovering 


Mr, 
B.  T.  Praii. 

:il  Jane  1888. 
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Mr.  between  them,  and  that  runs  right  under  the  town 

B.  T.  Pratt,    hall  through  the    butter    market,  so  that    anybody 

who  has  stalls  there  is  in  a  thorough  draught.     If  we 

21  June  1888.  ^^^  ^y^^^  {describing  it)  perfect  we  could  drive 
anybody  out  of  that  other  place.  The  market  cost 
2,800/.,  but  the  alteration  I  suggest  would  not  cost 
much,  and  the  overflow  might  go  to  the  market  place. 
6212.  Then  you  would  have  the  streets  clear? — 
Yes,  on  the  market  day  in  the  principal  streets  they 
put  out  stalls,  and  two  carts  cannot  pass,  and  some 
day  we  shall  have  a  tremendous  accident  there. 
^  6213.  Are  the  tolls  complained  of  as  to  their 
amount  ? — ^No,  not  at  all. 

6214.  Should  you  levy  the  same  kind  of  toll,  if  you 
had  it,  in  your  own  hands  ? — We  should  not  allow  any 
stalls  at  all  in  the  streets  as  streets.  In  the  market 
place  we  should.  We  should  charge  probably  the 
same  amount  of  tolls,  because  we  should  charge  them 
to  the  outsiders.  We  should  not  charge  our  own 
inhabitants,  because  under  the  charter  we  are  free. 
We  should  charge  anybody  who  came  from  the 
country  on  market  days. 

6215.  {Mr.  Little,)  If  you  built  a  covered  market 
for  them  would  you  charge  ? — We  have  built  a  covered 
market  already  ;  but  in  consequence  of  there  being 
a  thorough  draught  through  it,  and  its  being  badly 
built,  people  prefer  to  stand  in  the  open  market. 

6216.  If  you  made  a  proper  market,  do  you  think 
you  would  be  justified  in  charging  them  ? — We  should 
charge  them  for  the  stalls  and  shops  up  and  down  the 
market,  but  not  stallage. 

6217.  Do  the  present  arrangements  injure  the 
market,  and  prevent  its  being  developed  ? — I  think  so. 
I  think  that  we  should  have  had  it  more  developed  if 
it  was  in  our  own  hands. 

6218.  {Mr.  Maclean.)  Is  there  much  feeling 
amongst  the  townspeople  about  the  tolls  themselves  ? 
— The  tolls  themselves  they  consider  to  be  entirely 
unfair,  and  they  think  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
levied. 

6219.  Those  are  the  inside  tolls  as  opposed  to  what 
you  call  the  outside  tolls  ? — As  to  tiie  inhabitants 
themselves  they  think  there  ought  to  be  no  toll  upon 
them ;  but  anybody  coming  in  from  outside  they  think 
ought  to  pay  toll. 

6220.  What  they  think  in  fact  is,  that  looking  to 
the  terms  of  the  charter,  the  inhabitants  ought  to  be 
free  from  toll,  and  nothing  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
Duke  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

6221.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  as  to  the 
way  in  which  the  market  is  carried  on  ? — There  have 
been  complaints,  as  I  mentioned,  that  the  man  who 
collects  the  tolls  puts  four  or  five  people  in  a  most 
disadvantageous  place  in  the  market  because  they 
will  not  pay  the  tolls.  But  if  they  apply  to  me  next 
Wednesday  I  shall  place  them  in  a  dilperent  position 
altogether,  because  I  am  the  clerk  of  the  market. 
Nobody  has  ever  complained  to  me  till  recently. 

6222.  Have  you  recently  become  the  clerk  of  the 
market  ? — I  am  clerk  of  the  market  under  the  charter 
of  Charles  II.,  by  virtue  of  my  office  as  mayor. 

6223.  But  beyond  the  fact  that  a  preference  is 
given  to  those  who  pay  toll  over  those  who  refuse  to 
pay  you  have  no  complaints? — No,  we  make  great 
complaints  of  the  market  place  being  pulled  up,  and 
not  being  put  mto  repair  by  the  lessee.  In  fact,  one 
day  they  drove  the  middle  stake  of  one  of  the  merry- 
go-rounds  right  through  a  shopkeeper's  cellar,  and 
that  part  of  the  market  nearly  sunk. 

6224.  Was  that  done  by  the  market  authorities  or 
by  their  license  ? — It  was  done  by  the  license  of  the 
lessee. 

6225.  I  should  think  somebody  might  have  some 
remedy  over  against  him  ? — ^There  was  an  action,  but 
it  was  compromised.  That  we  did  think  worth 
fighting. 

.  6226.  {Mr,  Charrington.)  1  think  you  said  that, 
apart  from  the  tolls,  there  was  no  actual  complaint  of 
the  working  of  the  market? — No,  only  of  this  pre- 
ference being  given  to  those  who  will  pay  tolls  over 
those  whD  will  not. 


6227.  May  we  understand  that  the  lessee  is  bound 
to  repair  the  market  ? — Yes. 

6228.  And  that  on  an  annual  holding  ? — Yes. 

6229.  Is  he  unwilling  to  do  it  ? — He  takes  a  long 
time  to  do  it,  but  it  is  done  eventually. 

6230.  Does  the  business  at  your  market  increase  ? 
— ^It  had  increased  very  much  up.  to  the  time  of  the 
agricultural  distress  setting  in,  but  it  has  not  increased 
of  late. 

6231.  Is  it  a  market  for  live  cuttle  ? — ^The  cattle 
market  is  just  outside  the  borough ;  it  used  to  be  in 
the  borough. 

6232.  (Mr,  Elton,)  Have  there  been  any  proceed- 
ings by  way  of  distraint  for  these  tolls  ? — Never. 

6233.  Has  it  been  suggested  to  you  that  that  diifi* 
cidty  about  the  charter  might  be  got  over  by  arrange- 
ment between  the  parties  on  a  writ  in  a  special  case 
without  any  great  expense  under  the  new  rules  ? — ^No, 
I  do  not  think  so. 

6234-  The  charter  of  Charles  II.,  you  say,  made 
the  mayor  the  clerk  of  the  market ;  did  it  contain 
any  other  provisions  about  the  market  ? — The  clerk  of 
the  markets  was  to  take  the  profits  and  use  them  for 
the  behoof  of  the  town. 

6235.  He  was  to  take  the  profits  of  what  ?— «  All 
'^  manner  of  amerciaments,  and  fines,  forfeitures,  and 
"  profits  there  arising." 

6236.  You  say  that  the  mayor  was  made  the  clerk 
of  the  market;  were  there  any  other  provisions 
about  the  market  ?  Did  it  say  that  there  should  be  a 
market  ?  How  did  it  come  that  it  mentioned  the  . 
market?  Is  there  a  clause  saying  that  the  mayor 
shall  be  the  clerk  of  the  market  ? — -Yes,  the  clause  is 
as  follows  : — '*  And  we  have  granted  further,  and  by 
*^  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant 
*'  to  the  said  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  town  of 
^^  Newark  upon  Trent,  and  their  successors,  that  the 
**  mayor  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being  may  and 
"  shall  be  for  ever  hereafter  a  clerk  of  the  market  of 
**  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  within  and  throughout 
"  the  said  town  and  parish  of  Newark  upon  Trent, 
"  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  that  the 
"  mayor  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being  may  do 
**  and  execute,  and  is  hereby  enablexi  to  do  and 
**  execute,  all  and  every  thing  which  belongs  to  the 
**  office  of  clerk  of  the  market,  there  to  be  done,  and  to 
'^  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  and  things,  which  to 
'^  that  office  within  the  said  town  and  parish  belongs 
**  to  be  done  and  performed." 

6237.  That  shows  that  there  was  a  market  existing 
at  that  time  and  not  merely  these  fairs  ? — Yes. 

6238.  That  second  bridge  which  you  spoke  of,  that 
was  built  in  1722,  I  presume,  is  partly  outside  the 
liberties  of  Newark  ? — One  half  is  in  the  borough  and 
the  other  half  is  in  the  county.  We  divide  in  the 
middle  of  the  bridge. 

6239.  That  would  perhaps  account  for  the  toll  not 
being  leviable.  Has  it  not  been  suggested  to  you  in 
the  town  that  that  clause  about  bemg  free  and  quit 
of  toll  is  a  clause  relating  to  a  manor  being  ancient 
demesne  of  the  Crown,  and  that  it  extends  to  freedom 
from  tolls  in  other  parts  of  England  and  not  in  the 
manor  itself  ? — No,  our  charter  applies  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  does  not  simply  apply  to  the  manor  of 
Newark. 

6240.  It  has  not  been  suggested  to  you  that  it  is 
because  it  is  an  estate  of  ancient  demesne,  which  has 
the  privilege,  as  I  dai'esay  you  know,  of  not  paying 
tolls  in  other  parts  of  England? — It  has  not  been 
suggested  to  us.  The  other  charters  do  not  go  so  far 
as  to  say  "throughout  our  whole  kingdom,"  even 
though  they  are  old  demesnes  of  the  Crown.  Among 
the  State  Papers  there  is  one  dated  May  the  29th, 
1609,  which  will  show  how  old  the  market  is.  It  is 
a  petition  of  the  Aldermen,  &c.  of  Newark  to  Lord 
Salisbury  for  decicsion  on  a  Bill  exhibited  against 
them  in  the  Exchequer  by  the  late  Countess  of 
Rutland,  and  now  by  Lord  Burghley,  concerning 
rights  of  toll  and  stallage  in  the  market  of  Newark, 
and  order  thereon. 
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6241.  Do  yon  not  tbink  that  it  would  help  yon 
to  interpret  this  diificulty  if  you  found  it  laid  down 
that  the  inhabitants  of  ancient  demesne  were  always 
free  of  toll  throughout  the  kingdom? — I  will 
consider  it^ 

6242.  (Chairman.)  It  is  now  some  years  since  you 
made  any  attempt  to  settle  the  matter  between  the 
Corporation  and  the  owner  of  the  markets? — It  is 
some  five  or  six  years  since  we  negotiated.  I  have 
very  little  doubt  that  if  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's 
trustees  had  had  the  power  of  sale,  as  the  Duke  has 
now,  we  should  have  come  to  terms  with  them  to  buy. 

0243.  Would  not  the  first  step  in  any  negotiation 
of  that  kind  be  to  ascertain  what  your  respective 
rights  are,  to  know  what  you  are  buying,  and  what 
you  are  selling? — Some  of  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  consider  that  the  rights  are  defined,  and 
we  consider  it  rather  singular  that  the  owner  does 
not  take  some  steps,  not  only  to  assert  his  rights,  but 
actually  to  attempt  to  carry  out  his  rights.  We  have  the 
same  question  under  this  charter  as  to  fisheries,  and 
we  are  now  fighting  that 


6244.  But  if  the  owner  of  the  market  does  not 
care  legally  to  assert  his  right,  that  would  probably 
point  to  a  willingness  on  his  part  to  part  with  it  at 
no  very  great  cost  ? — Then,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
the  ditticulty  would  arise  as  to  the  price,  because  there 
are  the  outside  and  the  inside  tolls. 

6245.  In  short,  you  think  you  have  a  right  to  use 
the  market  for  nothing  and  you  want  to  get  it  for 
nothing? — We  have  a  right  to  get  the  inside  tolls 
for  nothing ;  and  I  should  not  be  surprised,  uow  this 
has  cropped  up,  if  a  great  many  people  refuse  to  pay. 

6246.  {Mr.  Charrington.)  How  did  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  become  absolved  from  maintaining  the  bridge 
over  the  Trent  ? — There  was  an  Act  of  Parliament 
obtained,  dated  the  8th  of  June  1837  (7  Wm.  IV. 
c.  15.)  There  was  a  feigned  issue  tried  to  see 
whether  the  Crown  were,  or  were  not,  liable  to 
repair;  and  the  result  of  that  was  that  the  Crown 
were  held  liable  to  repair,  but  it  has  since  been 
thiown  half  on  to  the  county  and  half  on  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  borough. 


Mr. 
B.  T.  Pratt, 

21  June  1888. 


The  vntness  withdrew. 


Mr.  W.  T.  McQowEN  examined. 


6247.  {Chairman.)  We  understand  that  you  are 
the  town  clerk  of  Bradford  ? — Yes. 

6248.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  market  rights  of 
Bradford  were  originally  derived  ? — The  first  charter 
was  granted  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  In  the  53rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  that  sovereign,  he,  by  letters  patent, 
dated  at  Merton,  granted  to  his  beloved  valet  Edmund 
Lacy  that  he  and  his  heirs  "  for  ever  should  have  one 
**  market  every  week  on  Thursday  at  his  manor  of 
**  Braffcrd  in  the  county  of  York  unless  this  market 
**  should  be  to  the  injury  of  neighbouring  markets." 

6249.  What  was  the  next  charter? — The  next 
charter  was  granted  in  the  22nd  of  Edward  I.,  in  the 
year  1294,  by  which  that  King  willed  and  confirmed 
that  Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  should  have  a  market  on  Thursday  in  every 
week  within  his  manor  of  Bradford ^  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  a  fair  in  every  year  for  five  days*  duration, 
that  is  to  say,  on  the  eve  and  on  the  day  of  St.  Peter 
ad  Vincula,  and  for  three  days  following,  with  all 
liberties  and  customs  to  such  market  and  fair  belonging, 
unless  the  market  should  be  to  the  injury  of 
neighbouring  markets. 

6250.  When  was  the  next  charter  granted  ? — The 
next  charter  was  granted  in  1398  by  Richard  II.,  in 
the  23rd  year  of  that  King,  to  John  Marquis  of 
Dorset  (who  was  eldest  natural  son  of  John  of  Gaunt, 
Duke  of  Lancaster,  .and  legitimated  by  Act  of 
Parliament..  16  Bic.  2,  created  Marquis  of  Dor^t, 
1397)  and  Margarete  his  wife,  and  their  heirs  for  ever, 
at  the  town  of  Bradford,  in  the  county  of  York,  one 
fair  on  the  eve  and  the  day  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula, 
and  for  one  day  following,  and  one  market  at  the 
game  place  every  week  on  Thursday ,  with  toll,  stallage, 
piccage,  tenage,  and  all  other  customs  and  franchises 
to  fairs  and  markets  belonging,  unless  such  fair  and 
market  should  be  to  the  injury  of  neighbouring 
mttrkets. 

625 1 .  What  was  the  date  of  the  next  charter  ? — 
The  next  charter  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
The  King  grants  to  "His  Most  Reverend  Fathers 
"  Thomas  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
"  Thomas  Archbishop  of  York,  the  Venerable 
«  Fathers  Richard  of  Salisbury,  Robert  of  Bath  and 
**  Wells,  William  of  Durham,  and  John  of  Lincoln, 
"  Bishops,  His  Most  Dear  Cousens,  Henry  of  Essex 
"  and  Ryvers,  Earls,  His  sincerely  beloved  William 
**  Lord  of  Hastings,  and  John  Lord  of  Dyrham,  and 
"  to  his  dear  and  faitiiful  Thomas  Burgh,  William 
"  Parre,  and  Thomas  Montgommery,  Knights,  John 
"  Gunthorp,  Olerk,  and  William  Hase,  our  Learned 
**  Sergeant  at  Law,  the  Feoffees  of  the  Lordship  of 
**  Bradford,   in  the  county   of  York,  parcel  of  his 


"  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  that  they,  their  heirs  and 
"  assigns,  should  for  ever  have  one  market  every  week 
**  on  Thursday  at  the  town  of  Bradford,  in  the  county 
**  aforesaid,  and  two  fairs  there  every  year  for  ever, 
"  both  of  them  to  last  for  three  days,  to  wit,  one  of 
"  Ihem  in  the  day  of  the  Feast  of  the  Deposition  of 
**  St.  William  of  York,  and  in  two  days  preceding, 
**  and  the  other  of  them  on  the  day  of  the  Feast  of 
"  St.  Peter,  which  is  called  *  in  Cathedra,'  and  the 
**  two  days  preceding,  unless  this  market  and  these 
**  fairs  should  be  to  the  injury  of  the  neighbouring 
"  markets,  and  of  the  neighbouring  fairs  of  those 
**  parts.  Wherefore  the  King  willed  and  firmly 
"  commanded  that  the  said  Feoffees,  their  heirs  and 
*'  assigns,  for  ever  should  hav(i  the  aforesaid  market 
**  and  fairs  at  the  town  aforesaid,  with  all  liberties 
**  and  free  customs  to  such  markets  and  fairs  pertain- 
*'  ing,  unless,  Ac.  And  further  of  our  more  abundant 
**  grace,  V^e  will  and  grant  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to 
"  our  Feoffees  aforesaid,  that  all  our  liege  and  faithful 
"  people  whomsoever  coming  to  the  market  aforesaid, 
"  and  there  abiding,  and  to  their  homes  returning,  to 
"  pay  any  tolls,  stallage?*,  or  tributes  to  us  or  our 
'*  heirs  for  any  grain,  flesh,  meat,  fish,  or  any  victuals 
"  whatever,  by  them  or  any  of  them  bousrht  or  sold  in 
"  the  market  aforesaid  by  us,  or  our  heirs,  bailiffs, 
**  constables,  officers,  or  miuistei*s  of  us,  or  of  our  heirs 
"  whomsoever,  or  by  our  Feoffees  aforesaid,  their 
"  heirs  or  assigns,  their  bailiffs,  or  ministers  whom- 
"  soever  in  anywise  shall  not  be  compelled,  forced, 
"  arrested,  molested,  distrained,  or  in  anywise  di.s- 
"  turbed,  but  that  they,  and  every  of  them, 
*^  coming  to  the  market  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
"  abiding,  and  to  their  homes  returning,  shall  be 
"  exonerated,  free,  and  qi^  for  ever  of  the  payment 
"  of  such  tolls,  stallages,  and  tributes  for  such  victuals 
"  by  them  or  any  of  them  in  the  market  aforesaid, 
"  bought  or  sold  as  is  aforesaid,  any  statute,  act,  or 
"  ordinance  to  the  contrary  edited  or  provided  not- 
"  withstanding." 

6252.  What  was  the  next  charter  ? — Then  by  letters 
patent  under  the  Great  Seal,  His  Majesty  King  Charles 
the  First,  on  the  9th  day  of  September  in  the  fourth 
year  of  his  reign  Anno  Domini  1628,  for  the  consider- 
ations therein  mentioned,  did  give  and  grant  unto 
Edward  Ditchfield,  John  Heighlord,  Humphrey 
Clarke,  and  Francis  Mosse,  citizens  of  London,  their 
heirs  and  assigns  (amongst  other  manors  and  heredita- 
ments) :  *•  All  that  our  lordship  or  manor  of  Bradford, 
"  parcel  of  the  honor  of  Tickhill,  in  our  county  of 
"  York,  with  every  the  rights,  members,  and  appur- 
"  tenanc*es.  And  all  our  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and 
"  hereditaments  whatsoever  in  the  aforesaid  county  of 
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'^  York  called  or  known  bj  the  name  of  the  manor  or 

^*  lordship  of  Bradford.      And  also  all  those  the  tolls, 

*'  stallages,  and  franchises  of  the  vill  and  lordship  of 

''  Bradford  aforesaid.      And  also  all  those  perquisites 

"  and  profits  of  court  within  the  manor  or  lordship  of 

"  BradfonI  aforesaid,  now  or  late  in   the  tenure  or 

"  occupation  of  Nicholas  Tempest,  Esquire,  which 

'^  lordship  or  manor  and  other  the  premises  are  stated 

^^  to  be  '  parcel  of  the  ancient  lands  ane  possessions  of 

"  the   Duke  of  Lancaster/      And  all  and   singular 

"  courts   leet  and  view  of   ff  rank  pledge  Jfuirs  and 

"  markets^  and  marts^  issues  of  fairs  and  markets, 

"  courts  of  piepowder y  stallage,  tolls,  tollages,  cus- 

"  tomSypickage,  emoluments,  immunities,  acquittances, 

"  and    hereditajnents    whatsoever    to    the    premises 

"  belonging  or  reputed  parcel  thereof  as  fully,  freely, 

"  and  entirely,  and  in  as  ample  manner  andfi>rm  as 

"  any  Duke  of  Lancaster  or   any  other  person  or 

"  persons  ever  held  or  enjoyed  the  same  by  reason 

"  or  force  of  nny  charter  gift,  grant,  or  confirmation 

"  thereof,  or  by  reason  of  any  letters  patent  by  ns  or 

"  any  of  our  progenitors.  Kings  or  Queens  of  England, 

"  heretofore  had  made,  granted,  or  confirmed,  or  hy 

"  reason  or  force  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  or  legal 

"  prescription  before  that  time  had  or  used.     To  be 

"  holden  of  the  King,  his  heir«?  and  successors,  as  of 

"  his  manor  of  Enfield,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  by 

*'  fealty  only,  in  free  and  common  socage  and  not  in 

*•  capite  or  by  knight's  serricf ,  in  fee  farm  for  ever 

"  at  the  yearly  rent  of  35/.  4*.  6|c/."  which  rent  was 

afterwards  purchased  from  tho  Crown  by  the  owner  of 

the   manor.      It  appears  that  during   some   of    the 

troubled  times  of  the  land,  the  property  had  become 

forfeited  to  the  Crown,  and  hence  the  re-grant  by  the 

charter  which  I  have  named  to  your  Lordship. 

6253.  What  was  the  next  proceeding? — By  an 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled  in  Chancery  of 
the  21st  of  November,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  1.  the  said  Ditchfield,  Heighlord,  Clarke,  and 
Mosse  conveyed  the  manor  and  market  of  Bradford  to 
John  Okell,  William  Lister,  Robert  Clarkson,  and 
Joshua  Cooke,  their  heirs  and  assigns.  Various 
»nesno  assurances  took  place  from  those  persons  to 
others,  and  from  them  again  to  others  until  the 
following  transactions  arose.  The  markets  and  the 
property  in  question  ultimately  came  to  John  Marsden, 
of  Hornby  Oastle,  in  1795,  and  that  is  the  next 
date  that  we  take  up.  Marsden,  having  become 
possessed  by  assurances  of  the  property,  he  sold  the 
manor  and  markets  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Rawson  for 
2,100/.  The  deeds  weie  dated,  lease  and  release,  the 
12th  and  13th  of  February  1795.  The  markets  having 
got  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rawson  he  managed  them  for 
the  i*emainder  of  his  life,  and  then  by  will  devised  them 
to  his  two  daughters  with  various  remainders  over. 
One  of  the  daughters  died  ;  the  other  is  stUl  living. 
In  1866,  another  transaction  took  place  under  which 
the  Corporation  came  upon  the  field.  Mr.  Benjamin 
Rawson  gave  leasing  powers  to  his  representatives, 
Miss  Rawson  (1  believe  the  two  ladies  lirst  of  all, 
and  subsequently  one  of  them,  the  survivor)  carried  on 
the  market  affair  until  1866.  While  the  manor  was 
connected  with  an  unimportant  rural  place,  such  as 
Bradford  in  the  early  days  was,  tho  property  was  of 
no  great  value.  But  as  the  town  became  a  manufac- 
turing centre,  and  ultimately  became  the  centre  of 
what  is  known  as  the  worsted  district  of  the  country, 
(that  is  to  say,  materials  for  women's  dresses  and 
coatings,  and  the  like),  the  centre  of  the  woollen  district 
being  at  Leeds,  it  became  more  important,  and  the 
industries  of  the  locality  were  further  developed,  and 
their  growth  was  accompanied  by  a  rapid  increase  in 
other  matters.  This  was  much  accelerated  bv  the 
introduction  of  the  power-loom.  I  should  like  to 
submit  figures  to  show  what  the  ratio  of  increase  has 
been.  Taking,  as  an  illustration,  the  sale  of  water, 
which  is  a  fair  criterion  as  to  what  is  going  on  in  a 
town,  in  1854  the  total  income  from  the  water  supply, 
being  then  in  the  hands  of  a  private  company,  was 
10,000/.  a  year.  It  was  found  that  new  works  must 
be  constructed  to  meet  the  growing  demands,  and  the 


Corporation  acquired  the  property.  In  1854  th® 
Corporation  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  take 
over  that  water  supply,  and  they  have  since  carried  on 
the  undertaking  with  considerable  enlargements  until 
the  income  now  amounts  to  107,000/.  So  that,  if  you 
take  the  10,000/.  of  1854,  and  the  107,000/.  now,  that 
gives  a  kind  of  measure  of  the  ratio  of  increase 
during  those  years. 

6254.  {Sir  Thomas  Mcrtineau.)  Is  that  the  gross 
income  in  each  case? — It  is  the  gross  income  in  each 
case.  Then,  in  1847,  when  the  Corporation  obtained 
their  charter,  the  rateable  value  of  the  borough  was 
184,934/.  This  year  it  amounts  to  979,864/.  4s. 
At  the  census  of  1841,  which  was  the  last  census 
previous  to  the  incorporation,  the  population  of  the 
borough  was  66,7 1 5.  The  Registrar-  General  now  has 
to  make  an  estimate  of  what  the  population  is  since 
the  census  of  1881,  and  he  sets  it  down  at  about 
220,000.  In  1881  it  was  hard  upon  200,000.  I  have 
another  earlier  census  return.  In  1811  the  population  , 
of  the  town  of  Bradford  was  given  as  7,767. 

6255.  (Chairman.)  Without  going  into  further 
details  upon  this  point,  we  may  take  it  that  both  the 
wealth  and  the  population  of  Bradford  have  enor- 
mously increased.  Then,  I  presume,  that  the  market 
rights,  as  exercised  when  Bradford  was  a  small  place, 
had  become  very  inconvenient  when  Bradford  grew 
into  a  large  town  ? — Quite  so. 

6256.  You  objected,  I  understand,  to  the  principal 
thoroughfare  being  used  as  a  horse  market  ? — Yes. 

6257.  Of  course  that  is  inconvenient  for  business  ? 
— On  market  days  while  the  business  of  the  day  was 
going  on,  and  merchants  were  assembling  in  the 
Exchange  and  in  the  streets  adjacent,  I  have  seen 
horses  trotted  up  and  down  for  sale ;  and  in  the 
neighbouring  street  cattle  exhibited.  There  was  no 
enclosed  market.  The  animals  were  shown  in  the 
open  streets  opposite  the  shops. 

6258.  The  abattoir,  as  we  are  told,  was  in  the  heart 
of  the  town  ? — It  was. 

6259.  And  the  pleasure  &irs  being  held  in  the 
principal  thoroughfares  were  very  much  objected  to  ? 
— Very  much  indeed.  There  was  a  plot  of  land 
forming  part  of  the  market  property  alongside  of  a 
church  named  Christ  Churcii,  which  has  since  been 
pulled  down  for  improving  the  street,  and  the  church 
has  been  removed  to  another  site.  The  fair  was  held 
in  the  ground  all  round  the  church  and  in  the  street 
in  front  of  it. 

6260.  Then  you  determined  to  get  the  control  of 
the  markets  into  the  hands  nf  the  Corporation  ? — Yes.. 

6261.  And  in  the  year  1866  you  applied  for  two 
Acts:  one  to  authorise  the  leasing  of  the  property 
and  the  other  to  empower  the  Corooration  to  acquire 
it?_Yes. 

^62.  What  was  at  that  time  the  gross  annual  income 
from  the  property  ? — Somewhat  over  3,000/.  I  should 
say,  bearing  in  mind  some  little  difficulty  that  Miss 
Rawson  felt  on  the  subject  of  my  statement  as  above, 
that  the  .?,000/.  covered,  not  merely  the  market 
rights,  but  the  income  from  property  to  which  Miss 
Rawson  wishes  attention  to  be  directed ;  and  I  should 
add  that  in  addition  to  tho  price  which  Mr.  Rawson 
gave  for  the  market  rights,  he  bought  some  property 
adjacent  tx>  the  place  which  we  are  speaking  of,  for 
which  he  gave  2,100/.  So  far  as  I  can  make  out,  that 
is  all  he  gave  for  the  whole  of  the  property,  1,300/. 
in  addition  to  the  purchase  of  the  market  rights, 
making  in  all  3,400/. 

6263.  But  the  bargain  which  you  made,  I  understand, 
was  this  :  that  you  were  to  pay  5,000/.  a  year  for  the 
term  of  999  years  ? — That  is  so. 

6264.  Was  there  any  alternative  as  to  arbitration  ? 
— There  was. 

6265.  You  had  the  option  of  referring  it  to  arbitra- 
tion ?— Certainly. 

6266.  That  option  you  did  not  accept? — Certainly 
not,  for  reasons  that  would  be  obvious  to  gentlemen  of 
business  ;  that  if  you  go  to  a  reference  having  named 
a  sum  of  money  previously  you  have  not  much  chance 
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of  getting  it  for  less,  and  jou  may  Iiavo  to  paj  more, 
80  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  pay  the  5,000/. 

6267.  So  that,  an  y(»u  8ay  iu  your  statement,  the 
Corpointion  were  compelled  to  give  the  5,000/.  per 
annum,  or  allow  things  to  remain  us  they  were  ? — 
That  was  so. 

6268.  But  I  presume  that  was  a  bargain  which 
they  made  with  full  knowledge  of  tlie  circumstances  ? 
•'—Yes,  and  it  was  the  best  they  could  do. 

6269.  It  may  or  may  not  have  been  an  improvident 
bargain,  but  you  made  it  with  your  eyes  open  ? — No 
doubt,  but  it  wa£  made  under  a  species  of  pressure 
arising  from  the  inconvenient  user  of  the  market 
rights. 

6270.  That  bargain  of  5,000/.  a  year  for  999 
years  is  ia  existence  still? — That  is  so. 

6271.  Then  we  have  it  from  you  that  you  have 
spent  very  large  sums  of  money,  nearly  200,0»X)/., 
partly  in  the  purchase  of  land,  but  mainly  in  making 
the  markets  fit  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  ? 
— Yes.  Perhaps  the  Commission  will  permit  me  to 
add  that  every  atom  of  the  property,  buildings,  stalls, 
small  shops,  or  any  thing  else  that  was  purchased 
from  the  representatives  <>f  Mr.  Rawson  by  the 
Corporation,  has  been  pulled  down ;  they  were  quite 
unsuited  for  the  purposes  of  a  market.  Not  an  atom 
of  the  buildings  remain. 

6272.  I  understand  that  the  Corporation  is  in 
possession  of  the  markets,  that  the  Corporation  have 
made  the  markets,  as  they  conceive,  suitable  for  the 
wants  of  the  town,  and  that  there  is  no  complaint  or 
grievance  as  to  the  present  state  of  things  ? — No,  none 
whatever, 

6273.  But  you  want  to  go  back  upon  this  bargain 
of  6,000/.  a  year  to  be  paid  for  999  years? — One 
question  that  was  submitted  to  the  Corporation  when 
the  inquiries  came  down  was,  first :  *'  What  are  the 
facts  of  the  case  ?  And :  Have  you  any  remedy  to 
suggest?'*  I  laid  your  inquiries  before  the  Cor* 
poration,  and  the  only  thing  that  we  could  under  the 
existing  circumstances  urge  was  that  we  never  had 
any  tribunal  to  which  we  could  appeal  about  the 
pressure  which  the  exercise  of  these  market  rights 
brought  upon  the  town,  and  therefore  there  was 
nobody  with  whom  we  could  lodge  a  complaint. 
But  as  this  Commission  is  now  sitting  we  think  we 
may  well  come  before  you  and  say,  that  it  does  seem 
a  very  hard  thing  that  wo  should  have  to  pay  that 
huge  sum  of  money  for  999  years. ,  We  havf»  already 
paid  Miss  Rawson  105,000/.  for  property  for  which 
her  ancestor  gave  the  figure  I  have  stated,  and  we 
shall  have  to  continue  paying  it;  fmd  we  venture 
to  suggest  that,  a<«  in  another  pnrt  of  Uie  United 
Kingdom,  a  law  is  recognised  that  if  a  rental  is  unfair 
it  may  be  modified,  so  we  might  have  the  good  fortnne 
to  prevail  upon  this  Commission  to  help  us  out  of  the 
difficulty  in  some  way. 

6274.  Supposing  that  instead  of  agreeing  to  pay 
5,000/.  a  year  practically  in  perpetuity,  that  sum  bad 
been  capitalised,  and  you  had  paid  the  price  down 
once  for  all  ? — That  would  have  been  very  much 
better,  assuming  that  the  price  to  be  paid  down  was 
of  a  reasonable  character. 

6275.  Do  you  think  that  after  the  lapse  of  21  years, 
you  having  made  that  bargain,  you  would  have  been 
justified  in  coming  here  and  asking  to  be  repaid  part 
of  the  capital  with  which  you  had  then  parted?—! 
mu9t  admit  to  your  Lordship  that  we  should  not  have 
come  here  at  all  if  we  had  not  been  asked  by  the 
Commission  whether  we  could  suggest  any  remedy 
for  the  difficulties  of  which  we  complain,  because  we 
have  made  a  contract  and  we  do  not  dispute  it^  but 
being  invited  to  point  out  a  remedy  we  venture  to  do 

80. 

6276.  As  I  understand,  the  difficulty  under  which 
you  labour  is,  that  of  bein^  obliged  to  keep  the  en- 
gagement which  you  made  knowingly,  and  with  your 
eyes  open,  22  years  ago  ? — I  cannot  resist  the  force  of 
what  your  Lordship  says.  Your  Lordship  will  allow 
me  to  add  that  what  we  have  done  has  been  done  in 
obedience   to    the   requirements   sent  to    us.    That 


remedy  I  have  suggested  is  the  only  way  we  see  out 
of  the  difficulty. 

6277.  (Sir  Thofneu  Martineau.)  With  reference  to 
this  bargain,  was  it  forced  upon  you  that  it  should  be 
taken  in  an  alternative  shape  ? — No,  I  w  ill  not  say  that. 
I  think  we  might  have  had  either  if  we  had  chosen. 

6278.  Supposing  that  you  had  stood  out  for  it  you 
might  havH  carried  out  the  bargain  on  the  footing  of 
there  being  an  arbitration  alone  ? — We  might,  but, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  the  arrangement  which  was 
not  made  by  me,  but  by  ray  predecessor,  was,  "  You 
**  may  pay  5,000/.  a  year,  or  if  you  do  not  like  that  you 
^  may  go  to  arbitration,"  and  what  I  submit  is  that  if 
the  alternative  be  of  that  description  it  is  hopeless,  for 
the  man  who  has  to  pay  to  go  to  arbitration,  if  he 
fancies  he  will  get  ofip  for  less,  because  it  involves  a 
kind  of  recognition,  that  5,000/.  a  year  is  not  an 
unreasonable  sum. 

6279.  But  why  was  5,000/.  ever  introduced  into 
the  matter  at  all ;  could  you  not  have  taken  your  A.ct 
of  Parliament  on  the  footing  of  an  open  arbitration  ? — 
I  question  whether  Piurliament  would  hav<^  then 
intervened.  There  was  no  application  maile  for  an 
Act  of  Parliament  until  after  the  contract  was  made. 
The  application  for  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  a 
friendly  one. 

6280.  Then  we  go  before  the  Act  of  Parliament. 
Why  was  the  bargain  ever  made?— I  am  not  exactly 
in  a  position  to  answer  that  question  ;  I  wa<t  not  there 
at  the  time.  My  notion  would  be  this:  that  the 
inconvenience  from  what  was  going  on  was  so  great 
that  the  Corporation,  in  the  condition  of  a  good  many 
people,  paid  almost  anything  to  get  rid  of  it. 

6281.  Then  they  were  wuling  at  that  time  to  pay 
5,000/.  a  year  to  get  rid  of  this  nuisance  ? — I  think 
it  must  be  taken  that  that  was  so. 

6282.  Was  that  bargain  opposed  in  the  town  at 
the  time? — ^No;  at  that  time  the  public  had  very 
great  confidence  in  the  Corporation.  I  do  not  say 
that  they  have  not  now,  but  people  think  more  tor 
themselves  now  sometimes  than  they  did  twenty  years 
ago. 

6283.  With  I'egard  to  the  profits  that  you  are 
making,  do  you  make  the  5,000/.  a  year  ? — We  nuike 
the  5,000/.  a  year  in  gross,  and  a  very  great  deal  more 
than  that.  In  this  last  year  of  1887  we  made  some- 
thing approachmg  20,000/.  gross.  But  you  must  bear 
in  mind  the  money  we  have  spent,  and  the  works  we 
have  executed.  I  may  say  bnMtdly  that  for  the  first 
few  years  of  our  occupation  the  Corporation  were  con- 
siderable losers  by  the  transaction,  and  until  the  last 
year  or  so  they  have  never  reaped  aiiy  profit  at  all  from 
the  undertaking.  They  have  covered  their  outgoings, 
those  outgoings  consisting  of  management  by  servants 
whom  they  have  to  pay,  and  interest,  and  sinking 
fund  on  the  moneys  which  they  have  had  to  borrow. 

6284.  Does  the  income  now  cover  all  those  sources 
of  expenditure  ? — It  just  covers  it.  Last  year  was 
the  first  year  I  believe  in  which  it  did  so.  The 
result  of  what  has  been  done  since  the  markets  have 
been  worked  by  the  Corporation,  who  give  their  time 
and  service  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  is  that  we 
now,  and  now  only,  just  pay  our  way. 

6285.  But  with  an  increasing  market  of  this  kind 
there  is  a  probability  that  you  will  make  some  profit 
hereafter  ? — We  have  begun  to  do  so  now,  and  as  our 
debt  decreases  there  will  be  more  left  for  the  rate- 
payers. 

6286.  That  is  some  justification  for  the  view  that 
was  taken  on  both  sides  at  the  time  the  bargain  was 
made,  that  there  was  a  future  value  in  the  market  ? — 
Probably  tliat  would  be  so. 

6287.  Is  there  any  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  market  is  worked  ? — No,  quite  the  other 
way.  The  Corporation,  a  popularly  elected  body,  try 
to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the  pubhc. 

6288.  And  the  market  has  been  so  managed  as  to 
give  general  satisfaction.  I  think  it  luis  given 
very  great  satisfaction.  The  abattoir  was  a  very 
important  thing,  and  before  we  commenced  building 
it    we  sent  our  architects,  Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
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Moorsom,  to  France  and  to  Holland,  and  to  London, 
and  (o  other  places,  to  get  all  the  infoinnation  they 
could  as  to  the  best  appliances ;  and  we  are  under  the 
impression  that  we  have  got  everything  that  could  be 
got  to  minimise  labour,  and  to  effect  convenience  to 
the  people  who  go  there,  and  the  markets  are 
popular. 

6289.  {Mr.  Little,)  You  have  given  us  a  statement 
of  the  sums  which  have  been  spent  upon  the  markets ; 
has  that  money  all  been  borrowed  ? — Every  halfpenny 
of  it. 

6290.  Can  yon  give  us  now  an  account  of  tlie 
income  and  expenditure  under  the  various  heads  for 
the  last  three  years  ? — Yes.     It  is  as  follows : — 

BOROUGH  OP  BRADFORD. 


Markets  and  Fairs  Department. 

Year. 

Income 
from  all 
Sources. 

Payments 
inclnding 
legal  and 

other 
Bzpeoses. 

(hkin. 

Loss. 

1867 

4466  10    6 

£    9.  d. 

6,367  11    7 

£    $,  d. 

£    9.  d, 

2,211    1    1 

1868 

4.796    4    7 

6,102  12    2 

1.306    7    7 

1869 

6379    6    6 

7,278  10    4 

1,799   3  10 

1870 

6.229    8    0 

7.083  12    3 

1304    4    8 

1871 

6.480  19    0 

10,007  14    6 

3,626  15    6 

1872 

6.307    4    6 

9,099    3    6 

3,791  19    0 

1873 

8,628    1    6 

12,470  12    6 

3,947  11    0 

1874 

10.906    7    a 

16.762  12    7 

4366    6    5 

1876 

12.691  19  10 

17.976    2    8 

6383    2  10 

1876 

18.486  18    3 

18,664  16  11 

6368  17    8 

1877 

14^38  16  10 

17.963  18  10 

8.680    2    0 

1878 

16.679  12    5 

18,607  11  11 

2327  19    6 

1879 

16,162    3    2 

18,699    8    3 

2337    6    1 

1880 

16^13    0 

18,739  11    1 

1.784  18    1 

1881 

16,718  17  10 

11,283  18    9 

1380    Oil 

1882 

17.306  14    1 

18.138  14    1 

833    0    0 

1883 

17.651    9    3 

18.446    4    a 

894  14  11 

1834 

17,993  14    9 

19,047    7    6 

1,063  12    8 

1S85 

18,713  16    7 

20.646  12  10 

1381  16    3 

1886 

19.712    6  11 

20494  12    9 

462    5  10 

\m 

20.411  13  11 

19.929  12    0 

482    111 

- 

£ 

268.389  18    6 

319,169    0    0 

. 

61361    3    5 

NotLosB 

■              •              -              • 

482    111 

' 

60,769    1    6 

6291.  I  understand  that  for  a  long  time  there  was 
no  profit,  and  that  it  is  only  quite  recently  that  there 
has  been  a  profit  ? — Last  year  I  believe  was  the  first 
time  that  we  turned  the  scale,  and  we  got  about  500/. 
net  last  year. 

6292.  It  has  been  stated  by  a  witness  before  this 
Commission  that  Bradford  was  one  of  those  towns 
which  was  making  a  very  large  profit  out  of  the 
market ;  was  that  statement  accurate  ? — That  is  en- 
tirely wrong.  I  have  brought  the  market  superin- 
tendent with  me,  if  you  would  like  to  hear  what  he  has 
to  say,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  it  i^  not  so. 

0293.  (3/r.  Charrington.)  Have  you  stated  any- 
where what  the  outlay  of  the  Corporation  has  been 
upon  the  market  since  the  purchase  or  arrangement 
with  Miss  Rawson  ?— Yes,  it^has  been  190,386/. ;  the 
outlay  has  been  much  larger  than  that  really,  but  we 
managed  to  sell  some  properties  that  we  bought, 
irrespective  of  what  we  bought  of  Miss  Rawson,  at  a 
profit.  The  total  outlay  is  something  under  191,000/., 
or,  as  hie  Lordship  put  it,  getting  on  towards  200,000/. 

6294.  I  presume  the  business  and  tolls  of  the 
markets  increase  very  much  as  the  population  inci-eases  ? 
— No  doubt,  and  it  increases  for  another  reason.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the 


Commission  to  know  it  or  not,  but  when  we  got 
possession  of  this  property  our  effort  was  to  plant  the 
markets  in  situations  which  would  not  only  lead  to 
business,  but  would  be  useful  to  the  public  We  went 
to  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  and  asked  them 
whether  they  would  allow  us  to  establish  a  market 
in  the  borough  at  their  terminius,  but  they  did  not 
seem  disposed  to  assist  us  very  much.  We  went  to 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  and  the  Great 
Northern  Company  took  a  different  view;  and  the 
result  was  that  we  purchased  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  goods  station,  and  we  arranged  with  the  Com- 
pany to  have  sidings  laid  from  their  line  into  this 
market  into  the  warehouses  of  the  people.  So  goods 
and  merchandise  and  produce  of  every  description 
is  brought  into  the  market  and  deposited  there  by 
rail,  and  in  the  same  way  meat  is  despatched  from 
that  market  from  the  abattoir  to  London  by  railway 
immediately  on  being  killed.  Then  the  Midland 
Company  altered  their  views  after  a  while,  and  a 
number  of  transactions  took  place  resulting  in  this : 
that  another  market  was  built  upon  their  system,  and 
afterwards  purchased  by  the  Corporation.  So  that 
now  we  have  markets  at  the  end  of  the  system  of 
each  of  those  railways  in  the  town,  and  we  have  lines 
running  into  both,  so  that  that  is  a  great  convenience, 
and  the  result  is,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  considerable 
consignments  of  produce,  not  only  from  the  north  aod 
south  of  the  country,  but  from  abroad  as  well,  are 
brought  into  the  market. 

6295.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  the  inhabitants  seem 
satisfied  with  the  management  of  the  market ;  you  do 
not  find  that  they  make  complaints  ? — No,  it  is  quite 
the  other  way.  As  I  was  observing,  the  town 
council  having  the  management  of  the  thing,  and 
some  of  them  having  to  go  every  year  to  their  con- 
stituents, every  effort  is  made  to  consult  the  wishes  and 
the  convenience  of  the  public.  I  ask  the  Commission 
to  understand  that  we  do  not  come  here  suggesting 
for  a  moment  that  because  Bradford  has  done  what 
she  has  done,  the  law  is  to  be  broken  in  any  way ; 
but  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  ask  us  if  we  saw  our 
way  to  any  remedy,  and  we  ventured  to  sugs;est  how 
we  could  have  a  remedy.  It  is  for  you  to  consider 
whether  we  make  out  any  case  for  something  of  the 
kind  being  done; 

6296.  {Chairman,)  Supposing  that  you  succeeded 
in  inducing  the  Legislature  to  interfere,  and  to  alter 
the  terms  of  this  bargain  which  was  made  more  than 
20  year.s  ago,  do  you  not  think  that  you  would  do 
yourselves  more  harm  by  injuring  the  credit  of  the 
town  in  future  dealings  than  you  would  do  good  by 
the  saving  which  you  would  effect  ? — No ;  whatever 
we  do  with  regard  to  Miss  Rawson  would  not  affect 
the  right  of  these  markets.  The  markets  are  under 
the  nianagement  of  the  people  themselves,  and  they 
will  take  care  that  they  are  managed  rightly  and 
profitably.  The  only  way  in  which  we  should  suffer 
would  be  if  we  were  left  to  fight  Miss  Rawson  upon 
the  ordinary  lines  of  arbitration,  because  she  would 
say,  and  very  properly  so,  "you  have  made  this 
**  estimate  of  what  it  is  worth,  and  I  claim  to  be 
"  remunerated  upon  that  footing."  In  that  sense,  if 
we  were  to  try  and  alter  the  existing  state  of  things, 
we  might  be  worse  off  than  we  are  now  ;  but  the  only 
relief  that  you  could  give  us  would  be  upon  the 
system  which  has  been  adopted  in  another  country, 
where  there  is  an  absentee  landlord,  and  where 
flourishing  people  are  paying  more  than  they  would 
like  to  pay  or  think  reasonable. 

G297.  But  do  you  not  think  that  if  you  succeeded 
in  obtaining  what  you  wish,  people  would  be  rather 
shy  of  dealing  with  the  Corporation  in  future  ? — Well 
there  are  no  markets  to  be  purchased,  and  in  all 
other  things  we  buy  outright,  purchasing  the  fee  of 
the  property.  It  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  people  in 
Yorkshire  that  they  do  not  much  care  about  leasehold 
property ;  every  man  likes  to  be  owner  of  his  own, 
and  the  system  of  holding  in  fee  prevails. 

6298.  But  the  one  peculiarity  of  those  people  I 
have  been  told  is,  that  they  are  very  good  hands  at  a 
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bargain,  aod  geDorally  contrive  to  get  money's  worth 
for  their  money  ? — I  think  there  was  somebody  who 
was  a  very  good  hand  at  a  bargain  here.  The 
Corporation  were  not  seeking  to  make  money,  but  to 
get  rid  of  what  was  a  very  serious  trouble  to  them, 
and  they  have  had  to  smart  for  it. 

6299.  {Sir  Thomas  Martineau.)  Mr.  Rawson 
originally  bought  the  market  rights,  you  say,  for 
2,100/.  ? — Yes,  to  which  I  added  that  they  purchased 
some  property  adjacent,  which  was  afterwards  used 
for  market  purposes,  for  1,300/. 

6300.  That  makes  3,400/.,  which  was  the  whole 
cost  to  them  for  which  they  got  5.000/.  a  year  ? — Yes. 

6301.  On  the  other  hand,  you  have  certain  freehold 
property  which  you  have  acquired  as  well  as  the 
market  rights  ? — Yes. 


6302.  It  is  about  18,000  yards,  is  it  not?— We 
have  purchased  an  enormous  quantity  of  property 
outside  the  market. 

6303.  But  from  Mr.  Rawson's  representatives,  I 
mean  ? — Miss  liawson's  friendfi  attach  importance  to 
the  fact  that  she  conveyed  a  lot  of  buildings  to  us 
together  with  the  market  rights.  All  those  buildings 
were  taken  down.  We  acquired  at  Kirkgate,  8,700 
yards ;  at  Rawson  Place,  4,^1  ^ards  ;  and  adjoining^ 
Chris tchurch,  6,060  yards;  makmg  a  total  of  18,621 
yards,  or  somewhat  under  four  acres. 

6304.  What  do  you  think  the  value  of  those  four 
acres  would  have  been,  irrespective  of  the  market 
question  altogether  ? — I  have  not  made  an  estimate ; 
3/.  a  yard,  I  should  think,  at  the  very  outside. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Ac(journed  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 
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Friday,  22nd  June  1888. 


present: 


Sib  JAMES   POETER   CORRY,  Babt.,  M.P.,  in  the  Chaib. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childbrs,  M.P. 
Mr.  William  C.  Little. 


Mb.  Pibbcb  Mauony,  M.P. 

Mb.  Henby  a.  p.  Rooke,  Secretary, 


Mr.  William  Gbeayes  and  Mr.  William  Simpson  examined. 


6305.  {Chairman,)  You  have  come  to  give  evidence 
with  reference  to  the  markets  at  Bradford  ? — ^Yes. 

6306.  The  markets  were  leased  to  the  Corporation 
in  1866  for  999  years  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Rawson,  the 
owner  of  the  fee  simple  and  the  lady  of  the  manor  ? — 
Yes,  with  certain  valuable  land  and  buildings. 

6307.  You  act  as  Miss  Rawson's  solicitor  ? — ^Yes. 

6308.  How  did  Miss  Rawson  become  possessed  of 
the  market  rights?  —  She  became  possessed  of  the 
manorial  and  market  rights  under  the  will  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Rawson,  who  acquired  them  by  purchase 
from  Mr.  Marsden,  the  then  lord  of  the  manor,  in 
1795,  for  the  sum  of  2,100/. 

6309.  How  were  these  miurkets  held  by  the  lord  of 
the  manor  ? — Under  charters  of  the  35  th  of  Henry  III., 
the  22nd  Edward  I.,  and  the  4th  Charles  I. 

6310.  You  have  translations  of  those  charters  ? — 
Yes. 

6311.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  establish  a 
market  in  contravention  of  the  rights  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor  ? — There  have  been  several  attempts ;  the 
first  I  know  of  (of  course  I  could  not  speak  to  that  of 
my  own  knowledge)  was  in  1782.  At  that  time  an 
attempt  was  made  to  establish  another  market,  but 
Mr.  Marsden,  the  then  lord  of  the  manor,  opposed  it 
and  the  project  was  abandoned.  Another  attempt 
to  establish  a  market  was  made  in  1823  by  the 
Rev.  Godfrey  Wright,  a  large  landholder  in  Bradford. 
Mr.  Rawson  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Wright, 
which  action  was  tried  at  York  Assizes,  and  a  venijct 
was  given  in  Mr.  Rawson's  favour.  I  have  here  a 
printed  report  of  that  trial  {handing  it  in). 

6312.  That  was  before  the  Corporation  became  the 
lessees  of  the  market? — Yes,  I  may  say  that  the 
Rawson  fieimily  at  all  times  met  the  wants  of  the  town 
by  providing  better  accommodation  for  the  markets 
when  required.  Up  to  1801  the  market  was  held 
on  the  highway  in  West-Gate.  There  were  then  no 
market  buildings,  but  in  that  year  Mr.  Rawson 
purchased  land  in  New  Street,  which  is  now  called 


Mr.  W, 

Greaves  and 

Mr.  W. 

Simpson. 


Market  Street,  and  erected  a  suitable  building  for 
market  purposes  at  considerable  expense.  Then  that 
market  became  too  small  for  the  increasing  wants  of 
the  town,   and  Mr.  Rawson  in  1823  provided  a  still    22  June  1889. 

larger  market  upon  freehold  ground  belonging  to  him        

in  Kirk-Gate  and  Barley  Street,  which  was  not 
included  in  his  purchase  of  the  manorial  and  market 
rights.  Suitable  shops,  stalls,  and  other  buildings 
were  erected  by  Mr.  Rawson,  and  the  market  then 
provided  was  very  convenient  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  being  in  the  centime  of  the  town,  afterwards  the 
market  was  further  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  other 
freehold  land  on  the  other  side  of  Darley  Street, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Rawson. 

6313.  In  1801  what  did  the  market  tolls  amount 
to  ? — Only  15/.  per  annum. 

6314.  What  did  they  amount  to  in  1825,  two  years 
after  Mr.  Rawson  provided  the  larger  market  ?—• 87/. 
a  yeai*. 

6315.  What  did  the  market  tolls  amount  to  in 
1866  when  the  market  was  leased  to  the  Corporation  ? 
— 1,707/.  a  year. 

6316.  At  what  rent  did  Miss  Rawson  let  the  market 
rights,  and  the  lands  and  buildings,  to  the  Corpora- 
tion ? — 5,000/.  a  year.  That  arrangement  was  con- 
firmed by  two  Acts  of  Parliament  in  1866,  the 
Rawson  Estate  Act  and  the  Bradford  Corporation 
Act. 

6317.  You  say  that  in  1866  the  amount  of  the 
tolls  was  1,707/.,  it  was  upon  that  I  presume  that 
the  annual  rent  was  based  ? — That  and  the  value  of  the 
freehold  land  and  buildings  and  the  prospective  value. 

6318.  Has  some  of  the  land  so  let  for  999  years  to 
the  Corporation  been  sold  by  them  ? — Yes. 

6319.  Had  that  land  become  very  valuable  ? — Yes. 
By  removing  the  fish  and  vegetable  market  and  the 
fair  ground  to  another  site  a  large  quantity  of 
building  land  in  the  centre  of  the  town  was  set  free, 
which  they  sold,  and  shops  and  offices,  and  business 
premises  have  been  erected  on  that  land ;  other  portions 
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Mr,  ¥F.  of  the  land  included  in  the  lease  have  been  appropriated 
Greavet  and     to  street  improvements. 

^'■-  ^'  6320.  Is  there  an  idea  in  Bi-adford  that  the  rent 

Stn^psM.  ^£  5,000/.  a  year  is  paid  for  market  rights  only  ?— 
S2  June  1883.    '^^^^  ^^  ^  strong  impression  abroad  in  Bradford  to 

*    that  effect. 

6321.  The  peopie  think  that  the  Corporation  made 
a  bad  bargain  ? — Those  who  do  not  know  the  facts 
think  so,  the  town  council  have  lent  their  authority 
to  the  statement  that  the  6,000/.  is  simply  for  market 
rights  without  any  land,  they  say  so  in  their  anuual 
accounts  every  year. 

6322.  The  town  council  lend  authority  to  the  idea 
that  the  5,000/.  is  paid  for  market  rights  only  ? — ^Yes. 

6323.  And  you  entirely  dispute  that  ? — ^Yes. 

6324.  You  say  that  this  freehold  land  formed  part 
of  the  purchase,  and  that  that  is  very  valuable  ?— ;Yes, 
the  town  council  have  this  item  in  their  accounts, 
"  By  Manorial  Rights  5,000/.,"  less  income  tax,  they 
do  not  say  a  word  about  the  land. 

6325.  Has  that  created  considerable  dissatisfaction 
in  the  borough  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  has  created 
considerable  dissatisfaction,  but  it  has  created  a  wrong 
impression. 

6326.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
property  that  was  handed  over  to  the  Corporation  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase  ? — ^There  were  18,621  s(]uare 
yards  altogether  included  in  the  lease,  the  least 
valuable  portion  of  that  is  worth  5/.  a  square  yard: 
I  believe  that  is  the  lowest  price  for  which  the  Cor- 
poration have  sold  any,  but  they  have  sold  at  higher 
prices  up  to  8/.  or  10/.  per  yard ;  the  portion  they  have 
sold  is  the  least  valuable,  being  the  furthest  from  the 
centre  of  the  town.  The  land  in  Kirk-Grate  and  the 
lower  part  of  Darley  Street  is  worth  30/.  to  40/.  per 
square  yard.  Other  plots  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood have  been  sold  for  those  prices,  the  Corpora- 
tion sold  a  plot  close  to  that  land  for  52/.  per  square 
yard  some  time  ago. 

6327.  That  was  freehold  ?— tes,  I  am  treating  this 
also  as  freehold. 

« 6328.  You  look  upon  a  lease  for  999  years  as 
equivalent  to  freehold  ? — Yes,  the  prices  I  have  given 
for  the  land  sold  are  the  prices  which  the  Corporation 
have  realised  for  it  as  leasehold  for  999  years. 

6329.  Taking  the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  18,621 
square  yards  at  your  valuation  of  8/.  per  square  yard, 
how  much  would  it  amount  to? — 148,968/.,  but  T 
consider  that  is  a  low  value,  it  is  worth  more ;  that 
is  exclusive  of  the  buildings  that  were  on  the  land 
when  the  Corporation  purchased  it,  I  am  treating  it 
as  land  only. 

6330.  Then,  in  your  view,  in  place  of  the  Corporation 
having  made  a  bad  bargain,  they  have  made  a  very  good 
one  ?-  -In  every  respect  a  very  good  one. 

6331.  When  the  Corporation  entered  into  this  lease 
with  Miss  Bawson  was  the  value  of  property  in 
Bradford  rising  ?— It  was  lising  rapidly. 

6332.  And  has  it  continued  to  iise? — It  continued 
to  rise  until  about  1875,  for  a  few  years  after  that  there 
was  a  depression ;  trade  was  bad,  and  property  did  not 
increase  in  value  ;  now  things  have  mended  again 
and  property  is  again  going  up  in  value. 

6333.  Did  the  value  of  property  go  back  much 
after  1875  ? — It  did  not  go  back  :  not  property  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  but  it  remained  stationary ; 
there  was  practically  none  sold. 

6334.  Now  things  are  better? — ^Yes,  trade  is  better  ; 
the  town  is  prosperous. 

6335.  Has  the  Corporation  expended  a  large  sum 
of  money  on  these  markets  ? — They  have  expended 
a  large  sum.     According  to  their  own  accounts  up  to 

(  the  end  of  last  year  the  total  expended  is  J  81,31 1/. 

5s,  5d.     I  may  say  I  am  reading  from  the  official 
accounts  published  by  the  Corporation  for  1887. 

6336.  Then  you  deduct  from  that  what  they  have 
realised  by  the  sale  of  land? — From  that  we  must 
deduct,  according  to  the  Corporation's  own  account, 
29,021/.  I3s,  Ad.  for  land  which  has  been  sold  and 
appropriated  to  street  improvementsi  that  brings  the 
amount  to   152,289/.  \29.  Id.    That  should  be  re- 


duced by  the  sum  of  10,321/.  10^.,  being  the  amount 
for  which  land  was  sold  in  1887  as  per  the  town 
council  report,  which  I  have  with  me. 

6337.  But  which  had  not  come  into  their  accounts  ? 
— Which  had  not  come  into  their  accounts,  and  I 
believe  there  is  also  more  land  still  unsold,  or  sold  and 
not  yet  paid  for,  but  of  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
give  particulars ;  it  i«i  not  in  the  accounts. 

6338.  Then  the  Corporation,  according  to  your  view, 
are  making  a  considerable  annual  profit  out  of  the 
markets  and  the  property  that  they  lease  ? — ^Yes,  they 
are  doing  so. 

6339.  According  to  your  estimate,  what  do  you  say 
is  the  profit  ? — The  total  profit  would  be  abopt  3,000/. 
a  year.  According  to  the  Corporation  accounts,  the 
total  receipts  in  respect  of  markets  and  fairs  in  1887 
was  18,942/.  \6s.  3d!.,  the  total  payments  were 
18,419/.  \Zs,  5d.,  leaving  net  receipts  523/.  2s.  lOdl; 
but  in  the  payments  the  Corporation  have  included 
the  sum  of  3,000/.,  which  they  have  taken  out  of 
revenue  and  paid  to  capital  in  the  shape  of  sinking 
fund,  also  included  in  their  account,  which  added  to 
the  523/.  2s.  \0d.  brings  the  actual  net  receipts  up  to 
3,523/.  2s,  \0d.  Then  the  amount  of  sinking  fund 
at  the  beginning  of  1887  was  41,732/.  7«.  \0d. ;  the 
interest  upon  that  should  be  deducted,  it  being  in  fuct 
capital  invested  in  the  markets,  and  that  leaves  a  net 
profit  of  2,271/.  3#.  6d.  But  that  should  be  increased, 
or  will  in  future  be  increased,  by  the  interest  on 
the  purchase  money  for  land  sold  in  1887^  which 
was  10,321/.  10«.,  and  also  by  the  interest  on  any 
further  sums  which  may  be  pro<luced  by  the  sale  of 
lands.  I  may  state  that  that  is  not  the  whole  profit, 
because  I  find  in  going  further  into  the  accounts  that 
the  markets  and  fairs  accounts  are  kept  in  two  dif- 
ferent places.  I  find  that  in  respect  of  the  slaughter- 
house or  abattoir  in  Bolton  Lane  the  actual  receipts 
are  1,468/.  lis.  Sd,  and  the  actual  payments 
1,409/.  18*.  7d.,  leaving  a  profit  of  58/.  19*.  Id.,  to 
which  must  be  added  175/.  paid  to  capital  in  the  shape 
of  sinking  fund  on  that  account. 

6340.  Nothing  is  taken  off  for  depreciation? — 
There  is  no  depreciation,  there  are  large  payments  out 
of  revenue  for  general  repairs  and  maintenance.  The 
buildin}2;s  are  erected  of  Bradford  freestone,  which  is 
very  durable — practically  there  is  no^  depreciation 
except  what  is  met  by  repairs,  which  is  taken  out  of 
revenue.  The  sinking  fund  of  course  is  provided  to 
repay  the  money  whicli  the  Corporation  have  bor- 
rowed on  loan  to  provide  the  markets. 

6341.  Your  opinion  is  that  if  the  Corporation  were 
at  the  present  day  negotiating  with  the  proprietors 
of  these  market  rights  and  lands  for  the  purchase  of 
them  the  probability  is  that  they  would  have  to  pay 
a  much  larger  annual  rent  than  they  do  pay  ? — I  do 
not  think  Miss  Rawson  and  her  advisers  would  be 
willing  to  take  less  than  double  the  amount  to-day — 
of  course  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  lliings  are 
very  different  in  Bradford  to  what  they  were  in  1866, 
the  value  of  land  is  so  much  greater. 

6342.  When  the  accounts  say,  "  By  Manorial  Bights, 
5000/.,"  there  ought  to  be  a  note  to  say  that  there  was 
land  included  in  the  lease  over  and  above  those 
manorial  rights  ? — Yes,  it  does  not  suit  their  purpose 
to  make  that  statement. 

6343.  Was  the  value  settled  by  arbitration  ? — No,  it 
was  by  mutual  agreement  I  believe;  a  sum  was 
suggested  by  the  Corporation,  but  I  am  not  able  to 
speak  positively  to  that. 

6344.  Are  you  aware  whether  there  are  any 
complaints  at  all  about  the  way  in  which  the  markets 
are  managed  by  the  Corporation  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
any. 

6345.  (Mr.  Little.)  The  Corporation  have  pur- 
chased from  Miss  Rawson  other  land  than  that  which 
was  connected  with  the  market  rights  ? — They  have 
purchased  some  other  land  from  her  since. 

6346.  The  statement  that  was  made  by  Mr. 
McGowen  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  was,  that 
all  they  got  for  the  5,000/.  a  rear  was  the  market 
rights  and  the  sites  of  the  old  marketo?— By  the 
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sites  of  the  old  markets  he  means  the  land  which 
Mr.  Rawson  bought,  upon  a  part  of  which  he  after- 
wards established  a  market. 

6347.  You  say  that  that  land  which  Mr.  McGowen 
refers  to  as  the  sites  of  the  old  markets  includes  this 
valuable  land  which  they  have  been  able  to  sell  or  to 
throw  into  the  streets  ? — Yes,  I  would  like  to  put  in 
these  two  plans.  This  plan  {producing  it)  shows 
where  the  market  was  originally  held  up  to  1801  in 
the  narrow  street.  In^  that  year  Mr.  Rawson  erected 
a  market  here.  Then  that  became  insufficient,  and 
in  about  1823  Mr.  Rawson  moved  the  market  here, 
and  he  appropriated  then  to  the  market  a  large  plot 
of  land  which  was  not  included  in  his  purchase  of  the 
markets  from  Mr.  Marsden,  and  that  was  included 
in  the  land  which  was  sold  to  the  Corporation.  This 
{prodtteing  another  plan)  shows  the  land  leased  to 
Uie  Corporation. 

6348.  Then  when  Mr.  McGower  states  that  all 
that  the  Corporation  got  for  their  5,000/.  were  the 
market  rights  and  the  sites  of  the  old  markets,  he  is 
correct,  but  you  say  that  part  of  the  sites  of  those 
markets  is  valuable  land  not  required  for  market 
purposes  ?—  Yes. 

6349.  And  capable  of  being  leased  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  has  been  in  fact  so  leased  ? — Yes,  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  of  999  years. 

6350.  Subsequently,  as  I  understand,  the  Corpora- 
tion purchased  of  Miss  Rawson  other  land? — Yes, 
Bradford  Moor. 

6351.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  markets  ? — 
No. 

6352.  For  the  markets  and  the  markfjt  sites  ihe 
Corporation  did  not  pay  a  lump  sum  of  money  ? — No. 

6353.  5,000/.  a  year  was  the  sum  agreed  on  between 
the  Corporation  and  Miss  Rawson's  representatives  ? 
—Yes. 

6354.  Had  the  Corporation  any  opportunity  of 
arbitration? — ^Yes,  they  had  it  offered,  but  they 
preferred  to  pay  the  5,000/.  without  arbitration. 

0355.  It  has  been  stated  that  5,000/.  having  been 
mentioned  by  Miss  Kawson  as  the  rent  which  she  was 
prepared  to  take  it  would  have  been  useless  to  go  to 
arbitration,  because  it  was  not  likely  that  the  Corpora- 
tion would  get  it  for  less.  Do  you  see  any  reason 
why  your  naming  a  price  should  have  prevented  their 
going  to  arbitration  ? — I  cannot  imagine  any ;  they 
went  to  arbitration  foi  Bradfortl  Moor,  and  they  had 
to  pay  nearly  twice  what  we  asked. 

6356.  {Chairtnan.)  That  was  afterwards? — Yes, 
they  wanted  Bradford  Moor,  and  they  got  power  under 


the  Lands  Clauses  Acts  to  take  it ;  we  offered  to  take 
a  certain  sum,  but  they  would  not  give  it ;  and  they 
said  they  would  fight  us,  so  we  went  to  arbitration  and 
then  they  had  twice  as  much  to  pay. 

6357.  {Mr.  Little.)  You  stated  that  the  Corporation 
hav«  leased  part  of  the  property  which  they  have 
acquired ;  do  you  know  the  length  of  the  leases  ?— 
They  have  not  leased  it,  they  have  sold  it  for  the 
residue  of  999  years. 

6358.  The  Corporation  acquired  a  property  which 
has  been  annually  increasing  in  value  you  say  ? — Yes. 

6359.  They  agreed  to  pay  5,000/.  a  year  for  it?— 
Yes. 

6360.  And  they  are  now  making  a  profit  from 
it  ?— They  are  making  a  considerable  profit. 

6361.  Even  supposing  your  estimate  of  profits  is 
larger  than  they  would  adroit,  they  are  still  making 
a  profit  ? — I  do  not  think  my  figure  is  an  estimate,  i. 
is  their  own  figure. 

6362.  We  had  it  admitted  yesterday  that  there  was 
now  a  profit,  but  it  was  stated  that  it  is  only  quite 
recently  that  there  has  been  a  profit  ? — I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  likely  to  realise  a  profit  at  first,  because 
the  Corporation  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in 
erecting  very  handsome  shops  and  markets,  and 
buildings  upon  the  laud;  und  then  the  depression 
came  and  they  did  not  let  well  for  some  time,  a  profit 
was  not  realised  for  some  little  time.  Their  buildings 
are  very  much  more  elaborate  and  expensive  than  are 
necessary  for  market  purposes,  they  are  very  hand- 
some buildings  and  a  credit  to  the  town ;  and  they 
also  provided  out  of  these  buildings  a  free  library,  a 
museum,  and  an  art  gallery  at  a  nominal  rent  in  order 
that  the  free  library  committee  might  keep  within 
the  limits  of  Id,  a  pouud,  which  is  all  that  they  are 
authorised  to  raise  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  that  again  is 
a  profit. 

6363.  If  it  were  stated  to  us  that  the  tax  is  a 
serious  one  on  the  resources  and  industry  of  the  town 
you  would  not  agree  with  that  ? — I  should  certainly 
not  agree  with  that,  bo  far  from  its  being  a  tax  there 
is  a  profit. 

6364.  Your  object  in  coming  here  is  to  give  the 
Commission  information  as  to  the  exact  t-erms  upon 
which  the  Corporation  acquired  the  property? — 
Yes. 

6365.  {Chairman,)  According  to  your  view  of  the 
matter,  instead  of  being  a  large  tax  upon  the 
inhabitants  it  is  rather  an  advantage  ? — It  is  a  very 
great  advantage  uudoubtedly. 


Adjourned. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY. 


Thursday,  5th  July  1888. 


Mr.  W. 

Greaveg  and 

Mr.  IF. 

Simp90n. 

29  June  IS9$. 


PRESENT  : 

Mb.  WILLIAM  C.  LITTLE  in  the  Chaib. 


The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  C.  E.  Childers,  M.P. 
Sni  James  Porter  Corry,  Bart.,  M.P. 
xMr.  Charles  1.  Elton,  Q.C.,  M.P. 
Mr.  Francis  W.  Maclean,  Q.C.,  M.P. 


Mr.  Spengkr  Charrington,  M.P. 
Mr.  James  Allanson  Picton,  M.P. 
Mr.  Pierce  Mahont,  M.P. 
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Mr.  Henry  Blake  Miller  examined. 

6366.  (  Chairman.)  You  are  town  clerk  of  Nor- 
wich ? — I  am. 

6367.  And  you  appear  here  on  behalf  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Norwich  ?«— I  do. 

U    657ao. 


Mr.  Henrw 
Blake  MtVer. 


6368.  They  are  the  owners  of  all  markets  and  fairs  *"**2_ 

within  the  city  of  Norwich,  are  they  not,  except  the  5  j,jy  iggg^ 

corn  market  ? — They  are  not  the  owners  of  the  com  ....^....^  * 
market. 
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BOTAL  COMMISSION  ON  MARKET  BIOHTB  AND  TOIX8: 


Blake  MUUr. 
5  July  188P. 


6369.  What  are  the  markets  ?— There  Is  the  cattle 
market,  the  provision  and  vegetable  market,  the  hay 
and  straw  market,  and  the  fish  market.  Those  are 
all  the  markets.  Then  there  are  some  fairs,  Tomb- 
land  Fair,  and  what  are  called  the  Christmas  Fairs. 

6370.  How  have  the  market  rights  been  acquired 
by  the  Corporation  ? — By  several  charters,  one  after 
the  other. 

6371.  When  was  the  first  charter  granted  ?— The 
first  charter  was  granted  by  King  Edward  lY.  in  the 
year  1461. 

6372.  Were  the  grants  of  those  charters  in  the 
regular  and  ordinary  form,  or  was  there  any  special 
privilege  conferred  ? — They  were  grants  by  the  Crown 
not  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens,  but  to  the 
ancient  authorities  of  the  city  ;  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
citizens  would  of  course  be  somewhat  a  new  title. 
The  charter  gives  the  privilege  to  hold  markets  and 
fairs. 

6373.  Was  it  a  grant  with  the  accustomed  privi- 
leges, or  in  some  such  general  terms  ? — No,  but  I 
could  easily  give  you  the  clause. 

6374.  Have  the  powers  of  the  Corporation  been 
extended  or  altered  in  any  way  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment ? — They  have  been  somewhat  enlarged.  The 
markets  have  been  enlarged  uader  Acts  of  Parliament, 
they  were  found  to  be  too  snudl  for  the  number  of 
cattle,  therefore  in  the  years  1860  and  1862  two  Acts 
of  Parliament  were  obtained. 

6375.  And  those  had  reference  to  the  cattle  market  ? 
—Yes. 

6376.  Had  they  reference  to  the  cattle  market 
only  ? — ^Regulations  as  to  the  other  markets  were  also 
contained  in  them,  but  they  had  reference  principally 
to  the  cattle  markets. 

6377.  Then  your  present  toUs  are  regulated  by  the 
provisions  of  recent  Acts  of  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

6378.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  cattle  market  ? — 
Between  seven  and  eight  acres. 

6379.  Is  that  market  filled  or  largely  used  every 
week  ? — ^It  is  very  largely  used. 

6380.  Can  you  give  us  any  particulars  as  to  the 
numbers  of  stock  there  ? — Yes.  Last  Saturday  week, 
for  instance,  there  were  between  12,000  and  14,000 
sheep  on  the  hill. 

6381.  Could  you  give  us  the  numbers  for  two  or 
three  years  past  ? — Yes,  I  can  give  you  the  numbers 
for  the  years  1885,  1886,  and  1887.  The  numbers 
have  been  gradually  increasing.  In  1885  the  number 
of  animals  exhibited,  cows  and  bullocks,  were  about 
77,000;  in  1886,  89,000;  and  in  1887  over  101,000. 
Those  are  cattle  only.  In  1885  the  number  of  sheep 
was  222,000;  in  1886,  250,000;  and  in  1887  about 
270,000.  In  1885  the  number  of  pigs  was  30,600  ; 
in  1886,  17,500 ;  for  1887  I  have  not  got  the  return. 
The  reason  why  the  number  of  pigs  was  less  in  1886, 
I  imagine,  would  be  on  account  of  the  swine  fever  and 
the  consequent  closing  of  the  niarkets.  I  can  give 
you  the  number  of  horses  if  the  Commission  desire 
It  In  1885  the  number  of  horses  was  3,800 ;  in  1886, 
4,465  ;  for  1887  I  have  not  got  the  figures. 

6382.  The  tolls  are  stated  in  this  paper  which  you 
have  put  in  ? — ^Yes. 

6383.  Are  they  moderate  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  things  sold  ? — Very. 

6384.  In  addition  to  the  tolls,  what  charges  do 
you  make  in  the  cattle  market  ? — We  allow  auctions. 
Persons  applying  for  licence  to  sell  cattle  hire  certain 
spots  in  the  market  for  a  term  of,  say  two  or  three 
years,  and  they  pay  us  a  rental. 

6385.  What  sort  of  rent  do  they  pay  for  that 
privilege? — That  depends  upon  the  space.  I  think 
one  person  pays  85/.  to  100/.  as  the  rental  of  a  space 
for  the  sale  of  horses  only. 

6386.  He  has  a  considerable  space  for  that  rental, 
I  presume  ? — No,  he  erects  his  own  wooden  stables  or 
stalls,  and  they  are  only  there  for  the  night.  I  have 
here  a  plan  of  the  place  where  the  inclosuro  is  erected 
{producing  a  plan  and  explaining  it.) 


6387.  Has  he  exclusive  possession  of  that  spot  ? — 
Yes,  and  for  it  he  pays  a  rent  of  from  85/.  to  100/. 
a  year. 

6388.  Is  that  complained  of  at  all  by  other  sellers  ? 
— No.  If  there  were  applications  by  other  persons 
we  can  licence  them  under  our  Act  out  of  the  market. 
We  have  had  one  or  two  applications,  but  they  did 
not  go  through  with  them. 

6389.  Is  the  market  trenched  upon  by  assigning 
these  spots  to  particular  auctioneers,  or  is  there  still 
plenty  of  room  for  other  dealers  ? — There  is. 

6390.  Do  other  dealers  than  auctioneern  hire  pens  ? 
—Yes. 

6391.  Upon  what  terms? — For  a  year  onlv.  The 
pens  are  reserved  for  their  use  until  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  if  they  do  not  occupy  them  by  that  hour 
the  collector  has  the  right  to  allow  any  other  farmer 
or  exhibitor  to  occupy  their  space. 

6392.  These  are  hirings  for  a  year  ? — Yes,  they  are 
renewed  every  year. 

6393.  What  rent  do  they  pay  for  that  privilege  ? — 
Some  of  them  pay  5/.,  and  some  of  them  pay  10/. 

6394.  Is  the  sum  that  they  pay  in  pn)portion  to 
the  size  of  the  pens  ? — Yes. 

6395.  Is  it  so  much  per  square  jBxd  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  quite  in  that  ratio,  but  at  all  events  it 
is  according  to  the  size  of  the  pens. 

6396.  Is  that  complained  of  by  anybody? — No. 
They  rather  want  them  to  be  enlarged.  They  like 
the  plan  of  being  able  to  secure  a  stand  in  the  same 
place. 

6397.  Who  wants  to  enlarge  them  ? — The  market  is 
increasing  so  much  that  there  is  rather  a  desire  to 
have  it  enlarged.  That  would  apply  to  everything. 
The  pens  would  have  to  be  enlarged,  because  you 
could  not  keep  the  sheep  in  without  the  pens. 

6398.  Is  there  space  which  would  allow  the  market 
to  l>e  enlarged  ;  have  you  property  adjoining  the 
market? — No.  On  Saturday  we  stop  up  the  whole 
of  these  roads. 

6399.  And  they  are  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
market  on  market  days  ? — Yes. 

6400.  Is  there  an  opportunity  of  extending  this 
market,  supposing  it  goes  on  increasing  ? — The  city 
has  not  property  to  increase  it ;  we  should  have  to 
purchase. 

6401 .  Is  the  whole  of  this  space  now  occupied  by 
pens  ? — All  that  is  coloured  is.  The  other  animals 
that  cannot  get  into  the  pens  have  to  stand  on  thet^e 
roads  ;  they  are  all  filled  on  Saturdays. 

6402.  Now  as  to  the  provision  and  vegetable 
market ;  will  you  tell  us  where  it  is  held  ? — That  is 
held  in  the  market  place  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 

6403.  In  an  open  space  ? — In  an  open  space  ;  it  is 
113  yards  in  length  by  31  yards  in  width. 

6404.  And  that  is  occupied  by  stalls,  I  suppose  ? — 
Yes,  except  what  is  called  the  wholesale  department. 

6405.  It  is  entirely  an  open  uncover^  market 
occupied  by  stalls  ? — x  ee. 

6406.  Are  the  stalls  provided  by  you  or  by  the 
persons  who  bring  their  goods  there  ?  —  By  the 
persons  who  bring  their  goods  there. 

6407.  Do  they  pay  for  the  space  they  occupy  ? — 
They  do. 

6408.  Do  they  pay  in  addition  for  the  goods  that 
they  bring  ? — No. 

6409.  You  call  it  stallage,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

6410.  This  market  is  held  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays,  is  it  hot? — Those  are  the  fixed  market 
days. 

6411.  Are  they  fixed  by  the  charter? — ^I  think  so; 
but  practically  there  is,  more  or  less,  a  market  every 
day. 

6412.  Do  you  take  these  stallages  for  markets  on 
other  days  than  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays? — Yes, 
every  day.  In  the  early  morning  they  come  with  a 
cart,  and  every  cart  is  chained  for  what  they  bring  in 
it. 

6413.  That  is  atoll  upon  goods?— Yes,  certainly; 
that  is  in  addition  to  the  stallage ;  but  the  persons  to 
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whom  I  refer  who  bring  the  goods  would  not  occupy 
the  stalls;  they  sell  from  the  carts. 

6414.  But  they  occupy  the  ground? — Yes;  but 
that  part  is  done  before  7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

6416.  By  a  regulation  or  byelaw  of  yours  ? — Yes. 
The  carts  do  not  stand  in  the  part  that  is  allotted  to 
the  stalls,  but  in  the  public  streets  outside  the  market, 
and  practically  alongside  of  it. 

6416.  Is  there  any  complaint  that  you  know  of  as 
to  your  stallage  or  tolls  ? — No. 

6417.  Next  you  have  the  hay  and  straw  market ; 
where  is  that  held  ?— On  part  of  the  cattle  market. 
It  is  marked  on  that  plan  that  I  have  put  in. 

6418.  It  is  not  held  in  the  old  hay  market? — No; 
it  is  called  the  old  hay  market  still;  but  it  is  not  there. 
It  is  held  in  that  place  (pointing  to  the  pltm). 

6419.  That  market  is  really  held  in  a  street  ?— • 
Yes,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  this  place  woukl  be 
covered  with  loads  of  hay  for  gale.  There  is  a  weigh- 
ing machine  there  {pointing  out  the  place  on  the 
plan). 

6420.  Are  your  charges  there  tolls  upon  goods,  or 
are  they  stallages  ? — They  do  not  pay  anything  for 
standing,  only  for  weighing. 

6421.  Do  you  compel  them  to  weigh  ? — ^Not  unless 
they  like. 

6422..  Then  if  they  came  there  and  sold  hay  or 
straw  without  weighing  they  would  pay  nothing  at 
all  ?— Nothing. 

6423.  Then  as  to  the  (ish  market,  that  is  the  only 
market  held  under  cover  in  Norwich,  is  it  not,  all  the 
others  being  in  open  spaces  ? — Just  so. 

6424.  Was  the  fish  market  built  by  the  Corpora- 
tion ? — ^Yes. 

6425.  At  what  cost  i — I  cannot  tell  you.  I  is  not 
a  very  good  market. 

6426.  You  have  given  particulars  in  the  paper 
which  is  before  us  of  the  amount  of  money  which  has 
been  raised  for  market  purposes  ? — That  is  entirely 
for  the  cattle  market. 

6426a.  It  docs  not  include  any  expenditure  upon 
the  fish  market  ? — No. 

6427.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  fish  market  ?— It 
is  a  very  small  ai-ea ;  there  are  16  shops  and  ware- 
houses, and  they  are  almost  all  of  them  held  under 
leases  granted  by  the  Corporation. 

6428.  At  what  rents? — At  varying  rents.  One 
tenant  pays  40/.,  and  I  think  that  is  the  highest,  and 
the  others  go  down  to  about  10/.  or  15/. 

6429.  Those  are  really  shops? — They  are  places 
where  they  sell  fish,  but  they  are  not  all  used  as  shops 
in  the  sense  that  you  would  go  and  buy  fish  there. 
There  would  not  be  more  than  ^xe  to  which  you 
would  go  and  buy  fish.  The  other  shops  would  be 
used  more  for  storage,  and  they  would  be  used  in  the 
morning  for  people  who  come  and  buy  fish  wholesale. 

6430.  You  have  no  restrictions  as  to  fishmongei*8' 
shops  in  other  parts  of  the  city  ? — No,  they  can  sell 
wholesale  or  do  what  they  like  outside  the  market. 

6431.  And  you  have  no  restriction  as  to  those 
tenants ;  they  may  occupy  other  shops  if  they  please  ? 
— They  may  do  just  what  they  like. 

6432.  They  have  perfect  liberty  ?— Quite  so.  If 
a  stranger  comes  we  charge  him  a  toll. 

6433.  If  a  stranger  exposes  fish  in  the  market  do 
you  charge  him  a  toll  ? — Yes. 

6434.  But  not  a  townsman  ? — No,  a  townsman  can 
sell  his  own  fish  both  wholesale  and  retail.  We 
cannot  interfere  with  any  local  person. 

6435.  Can  he  come  and  put  his  fish  in  the  market 
and  sell  there? — Not  unless  he  hires  one  of  our 
places. 

6436.  A  stranger  only  occupies  the  space  for  a 
short  time  and  sells  his  fish  and  pays  a  toll  for  it  ? — 
Yes. 

6437.  Do  you  restrict  the  sale  of  fish  or  any  other 
articles  by  hawkers  near  the  market  or  within  the 
city  at  all  ? — No.  Any  local  person  who  has  a  shop  or 
pays  rates  can  sell  fish  in  any  way.  If  he  buys  fiflh 
he  may  go  and  hawk  it  about  without  any  restriction. 


6438.  But  can  anyr^tranger  do  so  ? — If  he  hires  a 
house  in  Norwich. 

6439.  But  if  a  hawker  comes  with  a  hand-cart  can 
he  carry  it  about  the  street  and  hawk  fish  or 
vegetables  ? — Yes. 

6440.  Then  you  do  not  compel  the  people  to  come 
into  the  market  to  sell  their  goods  ? — No. 

6441.  And  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ^om 
market  ? — ^No,  that  belongs  to  a  company. 

6442.  Have  the  Corporation  had  any  complaints  as 
to  the  management  of  the  m^kets  generally  ? — No, 
I  think  not ;  we  have  been  rather  complimented,  I 
think. 

6443.  Will  you  give  us  some  particulars  as  to  your 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  four  years  ending 
1888  ? — In  the  cattle  market  the  receipts  for  the  four 
years  amounted  to  11,153/.  12«.  6J.,  and  the  expen- 
diture on  the  market  was  4,964/.  16«.  Id,  In  the  fish 
market  the  total  receipts  for  the  four  years  weriB 
1,541/.  18*.  7</.,  and  the  total  expenditure  is  594/. 
14*.  9d.  In  the  provision  market  the  total  receipts 
were  5,303/.  3«.  8^.,  and  the  total  expenditure  was 
702/.  9*.  That  does  not  include,  I  think,  a  sum  of 
about  1,100/.  or  1,200/.  which  was  paid  for  paving 
the  market  with  wood. 

6444.  And  this  expenditure  does  not  include, 
capital  expenditure? — No.  In  the  hay  market  the 
total  receipts  for  the  four  years  were  1,442/.  9*.  2 J., 
and  the  expenditure  603/.  2«.  7c/. ;  making  the  grand 
total  of  the  receipts  for  the  four  years  19,441/.  3*.  lie/., 
and  of  the  expenditure  6,865/.  3«.  Id. 

6445.  Showing  a  profit  on  the  four  years  of  about 
12,500/.  ?— Yes. 

6446.  But  you  say  that  one  item  of  expenditure  is 
omitted?— About  1,200/. 

6447.  Is  it  possible  that  any  other  item  of  expendi- 
ture has  been  omitted,  such  as  repayment  of  loans,  is 
that  included  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  charged,  I 
imagine. 

6448.  That  would  be  an  average  profit  of  about 
3,000/.  a  year  ?— Yes. 

6449.  And  that  amount  of  profit  is  realised  upon 
the  sale  of  a  very  large  number  of  animals  and  a  very 
large  quantity  of  goods  ?  —Yes. 

6450.  Do  you  think  that  the  toll  is  so  large  as  to 
be  any  tax  on  the  community ;  is  it  an  appreciable 
proportion  of  the  value  of  the  things  sold  ? — It  is 
very  small  indeed. 

6451.  You  gave  us  some  figures  as  to  the  cattle 
market,  from  which  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1886 
there  were  some  360,000  animals  sold,  and  I  observe 
that  the  total  amount  of  the  receipts  is  only  about 
5,000/.  ? — The  charge  is  very  small,  and  the  animals 
are  all  the  property  of  strangers  who  come  and  use 
the  market,  and  who  do  not  contribute  to  our  rates. 
Norwich  is  a  large  place,  covering  8,000  acres,  ^nd 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  can  sell 
their  cattle  at  their  own  places  without  paying  any  tolls. 

6452.  (Mr.  Elton.)  Do  the  sales  in  the  streets  on 
the  days  that  are  not  regular  market  days  create 
obstructions  of  the  streets  ? — No,  they  are  not  in  the 
streets  at  the  time  when  there  is  trafiic,  but  only 
early  in  the  morning.  In  the  summer-time  they 
would  begin  at  about  three  o'clock  bringing  up  rasp- 
berries, currants,  and  other  fruit,  and  they  sell  them 
to  the  hawkers,  who  would  go  and  sell  them  in  the 
streets  and  supply  small  shops. 

6453.  I  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  Corporation 
did  not  do  their  duty,  but  we  want  to  know  ^  limit 
of  the  right  claim ;  you  do  not  claim  in  return  for 
getting  a  toll  to  have  the  privilege  of  obstructing  any 
streets  except  on  market  days  ? — ^No. 

6454.  You  told  us  that  there  were  two  regular 
market  days,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays;  were 
those  the  days  mentioned  in  the  charter;  are  they 
chartered  market  days  ? — I  cannot  say  from  my  own 
knowledge.  Having  myself  been  born  in  Norwich, 
I  can  say  that  it  idways  has  been  so  for  the  last 
50  years.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  days  are  named 
in  tiie  charter. 


Jiff*.  -Jionrjf 
BUUu  MiUe^ 

6  July  1888. 
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6455.  You  have  a  market  on  every  day  ? — ^That  i8 
rather  from  necessity,  I  think.  It  is  not  a  market  on 
other  days ;  they  come  and  stand  there.  If  you  ask 
me  which  are  the  market  days,  1  should  say 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

6466.  But  you  take  tolls  on  the  other  days,  so  that 
they  are  market  days  ? — We  take  tolls. 

6467.  On  two  days  in  the  week  there  are  prolonged 
markets  going  on  well  into  the  day,  or  all  day ;  and 
on  other  da^s  the  market  is  only  going  on  at  times 
when  there  is  not  much  traffic  about  in  the  street ; 
is  that  so  ? — ^The  street  is  not  at  all  obstructed  after, 
say,  7  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  in  the  market 
itself. 

6458.  In  the  market  itself  you  have  a  market  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  ? — ^Yes,  and  also  on  other 
days. 

6459.  On  the  other  days  you  have  the  market  also 
in  the  streets  adjoining  the  market  place  early  in  the 
morning? — Yes,  at  certain  times  of  the  year;  but 
that  is  because  we  do  not  allow  carts  to  come  into  the 
market  space  and  stand  in  the  streets  and  sell  their 
produce. 

6460.  They  sell  from  the  cart,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 
In  the  one  case  they  open  what  they  call  a  pad,  and 
put  it  down  in  the  market ;  but  in  the  other  case 
they  sell  from  a  cart  which  does  not  come  over  the 
line  of  demarcation. 

6461.  The  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  are  the  more 
regular  market  days  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

6462.  I  see  that  one  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  is 
for  regulating  the  existing  markets;  if  these  less 
regular  markets,  if  I  may  call  them  so,  where  you 
take  toll  for  the  carts,  have  been  existing  for  64  years, 
it  may  be  coptended,  I  suppose,  that  they  are  intended 
to  be  established  and  regulated  under  these  local  Acts 
of  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

6463.  That  seemed  to  me  to  be  probably  the  fact, 
except  that  we  ought  also,  I  think,  to  have  our 
attention  called  to  the  point  that  by  the  43rd  section 
of  the  Act  all  existing  prescriptive  or  chartered  par- 
liamentary rights  are  reserved  notwithstanding  the 
passing  of  the  Act  ? — ^Yes. 

6464.  What  you  had  been  doing  before  is  not  abro- 
gated or  consolidated  by  the  Act,  but  the  Act  is  in 
addition  ? — Yes. 

6465.  Have  the  freemen  any  privileges  in  Norwich 
in  the  way  of  markets  ? — No,  none  at  alL 

6466.  They  have  no  privilege  over  the  inhabitants, 
or  what  I  may  call  foreignei*s? — Not  any. 

6467.  Do  Uiey  claim  exemption  from  tolls  in  neigh- 
bouring markets  ? — No,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

6468.  We  have  had  evidence  before  us  about  the 
inhabitants  of  places  that  were  ancient  demesne, 
claiming  privileges,  not  only  outside  the  city  or  town, 
but  also  inside ;  have  you  ever  heard  any  such  claim 
for  exemption  on  the  part  of  the  freemen  in  Norwich  ? 
— ^No.    I  am  a  freeman  myself. 

6469.  And  whatever  exemptions  and  privileges 
there  are  of  selling  in  Norwich,  which  seem  to  be 
very  large,  can  be  exercised  just  as  freely  by  strangers, 
or  ordinary  inhabitants,  as  by  the  freemen  ? — Yes. 

6470.  ( Mr.  Charrington.)  The  amounts  which  you 
have  given  ns  are  the  amounts  charged  for  the  rents 
of  the  standings  of  cattle  ;  is  toll  paid  for  the  cattle 
in  addition  ? — ^Yes. 

6471.  From  your  return  fish  seems  to  be  largely  on 
the  decrease,  judging  by  the  amount  that  you  receive 
in  the  way  of  tolls;  in  the  year  1885  you  received 
527/.  I9s.  9d.  for  tolls  on  fish,  and  that  seems  to  be 
steadily  declining  down  to  1888,  when  the  amount  is 
328/.  ISs.  2d, ;  but  I  suppose  that  is  not  complete  ? — 
That  would  only  be  down  to  March  the  24th,  1888, 
commencing  from  the  same  period  in  1887,  according 
to  the  accounts.  Our  corporate  accounts  are  generally 
made  up  to  quarter  day. 

6472.  The  amount  seems  to  have  diminished  in  the 
two  years  from  1885  to  1887  from  627/.  to  335/.  ;  is 
that  owing  to  the  diminution  of  supply  ? — The  sum  of 
527/.  includes  188/.  amount  of  arrears  paid  in  for 
three  previous   years.    The  actual  amount  received 


for    tolls    and    rents    in    that    year     (1886)    being 
339/  198,  Dd. 

6473.  To  what  purpose  do  you  devote  your  surplus 
revenue  ?— It  goes  in  benefit  of  the  rates,  which  in 
Norwich,  unfortunately,  I  believe,  ai*o  the  highest  in 
the  kingdom.  They  are  nearly  8*.  in  the  £ ;  that  is 
to  say,  if  you  pay  100/.  a  year  rent,  you  have  to  pay 
46/.  for  rates.     That  is  very  serious. 

6474.  But  nevertheless  you  are  able  to  apply  this 
additional  sum  in  relief  of  the  rates  ? — ^Yes. 

6475.  Is  it  the  large  expenditure  that  the  city  has 
made  that  has  caused  the  ratas  to  be  so  high? — ^I 
think  it  is  on  account  of  its  being  an  old  city,  tmd  the 
improvements  have  been  so  expensive.  Our  debt 
IS  not  very  large  now,  but  the  improvements  have 
caused  a  great  deal  of  outlay,  and  the  debts  accumu- 
late. 

6476.  Are  you  aware  what  the  amount  of  your  debt 
is  ? — ^The  loan  accounts  show  now  246,541/.  remaining 
unpaid  ;  that  is,  72,310/1  in  respect  of  the  municipal 
department,  and  173,231/.  in  respect  of  the  sanitary 
department. 

6477.  {Chairman.)  What  is  your  rateable  value  ? — 
270,000/.,  I  think.  That  is  low,  but  that  is  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rates;  the  one  often  infiuenoes  the 
other. 

6478.  {Mr.  Ckarriugton,)  Do  any  complaints  reach 
your  ears  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
market  or  the  charges  ? — No,  [  think  we  satisfy  them 
all.  The  only  complaint  that  we  sometimes  have  is 
that  there  is  a  little  want  of  room  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year,  when  the  Irish  bullocks  come.  Sheep,  of 
course,  do  not  occupy  the  space.  We  have  a  large 
quantity  of  bullocks  which  come  in  about  October, 
and  we  have  some  difficulty  in  placing  them,  and  the 
sellers  like  to  keep  in  the  same  position,  so  that  they 
can  be  found.  Then  we  are  obliged  to  give  up  some 
of  our  sheep  pens  to  them,  and  make  some  regulations  ; 
but  upon  the  whole  we  get  no  complaint. 

6479.  (Mr.  Madean^  As  I  understand,  the  only 
complaint  is  of  want  of  space  ? — We  should  like  more 
space  at  certain  periods  of  the  year. 

6480.  That  is  the  only  complaint  which  has 
reached  you  as  to  the  management  of  the  market  ? — 
Just  so. 

6481.  I  see  in  this  return  which  you  have  been 
good  enough  to  give  the  Commission  that  the  average 
annual  expenditure  is  2,465/.,  and  the  average  amount 
of  the  gross  receipts  is  4,731/.  5*.  Irf.,  adding  the 
tolls,  rents,  and  stallages? — I  think  there  is  some 
mistake  in  this  i*eturn.  That  only  makes  a  profit  of 
2,276/.  J  but  I  think  it  is  more  than  that,  according  to 
the  average  wliich  I  have  given  to-day. 

6482.  What  becomes  of  that  profit,  does  it  go  to  the 
Corporation  ? — It  comes  into  the  Corporation  accounts. 
All  the  takings  in  the  markets  are  published  every 
year. 

6483.  Is  it  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  ? 
^Yes,  in  diminution  of  the  rate? ;  it  is  put  to  the 
credit  of  the  borough  fund  account,  and  reduces  the 
amount  which  is  required  for  the  deficiency. 

6484.  So  that  the  ratepayers  get  the  benefit  ? — Yes, 
of  the  whole  of  it,  whatever  it  is.  If  we  can  increase 
it,  it  is  to  their  benefit ;  if  we  lose  money  it  is  to  their 
detriment. 

6485.  Do  none  of  those  who  are  using  th^  markets 
complain  that  there  is  this  large  profit  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  ratepayers  rather  to  their  detriment  ? — 
Oh,  no.  It  is  a  privilege  for  them  to  come  into  the 
market. 

6486.  But  they  have  to  pay  for  it  ? — A  small  sum. 

6487.  Nobody  has  ever  suggested  that  if  the 
charges  were  lowered  it  would  be  for  the  advantage 
of  those  using  the  markets,  though  perhaps  not  for  the 
advantage  of  the  general  body  of  the  ratepayers  ? — 
They  would  have  a  space  as  large  as  this  table, 
perhaps,  for  2/.  or  3/.  a  year  in  the  market. 

6488.  You  have  never  had  any  complaints  from  any 
of  the  persons  using  the  markets,  staU-holders  or 
others,  that  the  charges  are  too  high? — No.  No 
doubt  now  and  then  there  has  been  a  suggestion  that 
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they  would  like  lo  have  It  for  uothing ;  as  everyone 
would  like  to  have  a  house  for  nothing.  I  cannot  say 
that  there  has  not  been  a  complaint. 

6489.  It  is  one  of  the  feature.'*  of  human  frailty  ? — 
Tes,  but  there  is  no  real  complaint ;  in  fact  a  good 
many  of  them  prefer  coming  into  the  market  because 
they  can  sell  the  things  much  better  than  they  can  in 
the  shops;  and  some  persons  even  in  the  city  will 
occupy  on  a  Saturday  space  in  tlio  market  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  poultry. 

6490.  But  my  point  was  rather  this  :  that  of  course 
the  higher  the  charge  for  the  market  the  more  profit 
goes  into  the  borough  fund,  and  the  better  it  is  for 
the  general  body  of  ratepayers  ? — ^No  doubt,  but  our 
charges  I  submit  are  reasonable. 

6491.  There  has  been  no  serious  complaint  as  to 
the  charges? — None  at  all.  We  have  met  that  by 
keeping  down  the  charge. 

6492.  (Mr,  Pierce  Mahony.)  Is  there  any  weighing 
machine  in  the  live  cattle  market  for  weighing  live 
cattle  ? — Yes. 


6493.  Was  that  erected  recently  ?— No,  the  cattle 
market  committee  have  made  arrangements  for 
weigh'mg  live  cattle  in  the  hay  machine.  Some 
persons  have  been  employed  to  arrange  that,  to  put  up 
lencing. 

6494.  Is  the  weighing  machine  used  to  any  extent  ? 
— No,  it  is  in  very  little  demand.  I  was  asking  about 
it  the  other  day,  and  I  found  it  was  very  slightly 
used ;  they  do  not  buy  by  weight. 

6495.  Is  it  in  n  convenient  situation? — It  is  on  the 
market. 

6496.  Near  the  cattle  market? — On  the  market 

6497.  Close  to  where  the  cattle  are  ?  — ^Yes. 

6498.  (Chairman.)  Is  there  anything  further  that 
you  would  like  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Commission  ;  for  iastonce,  any  difficulties  which  the 
market  authorities  have  had  ? — No,  I  think  I  ventured 
to  write  to  say  that  we  have  had  no  ditiiculties  ;  I  am 
not  aware  of  any.     We  have  had  no  complaints. 


The  witness  withdrew. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


At  No.  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster. 
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6499.  (Chairman.)  You  come  before  us  to-day,  I 
believe,  in  the  character  of  a  farmer  ? — Yes. 

6500.  You  own  and  occupy  land  in  the  gi*azin^ 
district  in  the  Midland  counties  ? — I  do. 

6501.  Where  ? — At  Ashwell,  near  Oakham, 

6502.  Is  that  a  country  where  the  principal  profit 
of  the  farmers  is  derived  from  stock  ?— Yes,  chiefly. 

6503.  We  understand  that  you  consider  that  the 
farmers  labour  under  a  disadvantage  at  present  in 
selling  their  stock  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

6504.  Will  you  explain  what  that  disadvantage  is  ? 
— The  farmers  do  not  get  the  proper  value  of  their 
stock,  everything  is  conducted  on  a  system  of  guessing 
at  the  weight  instead  of  having  true  figures  to  for  am 
basis  of  calculation. 

6505.  The  farmer  has  to  deal  with  the  butcher,  and 
I  presume  the  butcher  is  a  better  judge  than  the  far- 
mer of  what  the  weight  is  likely  to  be  ? — Yes. 

6506.  Therefore  the  farmers  do  not  know  exactly 
what  they  are  selling  ? — No ;  they  are  dependent  very 
much  upon  the  bids  of  the  dealers  and  butchers. 

6507.  Do  they,  as  a  rule,  seJl  directly  to  butchers 
or  do  they  employ  salesmen? — They  sell  to  both;  in 
the  markets  there  are  both  butchers  and  jobbers ; 
dealers,  I  think,  buy  chiefly  in  the  country. 

6508.  I  presume  you  would  say  that  the  farmers 
are  under  the  same  ditficulty  whether  they  deal  with 
butchers  or  with  jobbers? — Just  the  same  difficulty. 

6509.  Have  they  any  means  of  knowing  authenti- 
cally what  the  prices  current  in  other  markets  are? — 
Only  by  hearsay. 

6510.  And  I  presume  what  they  do  hear  is  from 
interested  parties? — Yes,  that  is  a  very  important 
point;  I  want  to  get  the   Board  of  Trade  to  give 
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official    quotations    of    prices    realised    in    different 
markets. 

6511.  How  is  it  if  the  farmers  incur  loss  in  this 
way  that  they  have  made  no  complaint  about  it  ?— 
Farmers  think  they  know  the  value  of  a  beast  as  well 
as  butchers.  A  great  many  of  them  wish  to  adopt 
the  system  of  (jelling  by  live  weight. 

6512.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  market  authorities 
are  now  compelled  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  put  up 
weighing  machines  ? — ^Yes. 

6513.  Therefore  a  farmer,  if  he  chooses,  can  always 
ascertain  the  live  weight  of  his  stock  ? — Yes,  he  can. 

6514.  When  the  live  weight  is  ascertained  I  sup- 
pose there  are  formulae  by  which  it  is  easy  to  calculate 
what  the  weight  of  the  meat  would  be  ? — Perfectly 
easy.  Sir  John  Lawes*  tables,  recently  published, 
give  in  a  simple  form  the  way  this  is  done. 

6515.  In  your  experience  have  the  weighing 
machines  which  have  been  put  up  in  compliance  with 
the  Act  been  much  used  or  not  ? — They  have  been 
scarcely  used  at  all. 

6516.  Is  that  owing  to  indifierenoe  on  the  part  of 
the  farmers  ? — I  think  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  know- 
ledge on  the  part  of  farmers  as  to  the  proper  propor- 
tion of  live  weight  to  dead  weight. 

6517.  Do  the  butchers  oppose  the  use  of  these 
weighing  machines  ? — Yes,  very  much ;  they  go  so 
far  as  to  tell  some  of  the  farmers  that  if  they  weigh 
their  beasts  they  will  not  buy  from  them. 

6518.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  made  that 
the  machines  were  not  conveniently  placed  or  that 
they  were  not  sufficient  for  the  purpose  ? — ^Yes,  there 
have  been  a  great  many  sudi  complaints.  The 
machines  in  some  of  the  large  markets  are  made  to 
hold  only  one  beast,  and  they  are  put  in  a  very 
inconvenient  place,  very  often  outside  the  market. 


Mr.  We$tUy 
Richardi. 

6  July  188S. 
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6  Jolj  1888. 


Mr.WetUey  6619.  When  you  say  that  they  are  made  to  hold 
Eichards,  q^Jj  q^^  beast,  the  objection  to  that,  I  Ruppose,  is 
that  delay  is  caused  when  a  number  of  animals  are 
waiting  to  be  weighed  7 — Yes,  and  also  the  machine 
look 5  like  a  trap  ;  if  it  was  9  feet  wide  the  animals 
would  walk  in  without  any  difficulty;  where  the 
machine  only  holds  one  animal,  you  cannot  get 
through  any  quantity  in  a  reasonable  time ;  it  should 
be  m^e  to  hold  six  or  eight  at  least* 

6520.  What  would  you  propose  as  a  remedy  for  the 
existing  state  of  things  ? — I  should  propose  that  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  collect  and  publish  the  prices 
that  live  animals  make  per  imperial  stone. 

6621.  The  prices  at  every  market? — No,  only  at  a 
certain  number  of  markets;  I  do  not  want  to  interfere 
unduly  with  anyone  in  carrying  on  his  trade,  but  the 
prices  per  stone  of  live  animals  should  be  collected 
and  published  in  the  case  of  live  stock  just  the  same 
as  in  the  case  of  com. 

6622.  Do  you  think  that  the  farmers  lose  seriously 
by  this  absence  of  correct  information  as  regards  the 
prices  realised  per  stone  of  live  weight  ? — I  am  quite 
sure  they  do.  Jobbers  buy  cattle ;  they  go  round  and 
collect  them  at  different  farms  and  in  markets ;  they 
are  often  sold  two  or  three  times  over ;  that  is  unneces- 
sary, as  it  adds  to  the  cost  the  consumer  has  to  pay. 

6623.  Supposing  a  system  of  averaging,  based  upon 
the  live  weights  of  animals  were  established,  would 
that  enable  formers  to  arrive  at  a  fairly  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  carcase  weight  of  an  animal  ? — Yes, 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  It  is  a  very  easy 
thing  to  judge  of  the  quality  and  condition  of  an 
animal,  but  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  judge  the 
weight.  , 

6624.  If  there  was  an  official  quotation  of  prices, 
you  think  it  should  be  given  in  imperial  stones  so  as 
to  bring  about  uniformity  of  weight  ? — Yes,  I  think 
that  a  most  desirable  thing  to  have  done  and  would 
be  the  most  likely  way  to  get  uniformity  of  weight 
adopted. 

6525.  There  is  now  no  official  quotation  for  any 
article  except  corn  ? — None. 

6626.  How  would  you  propose  to  proceed  in  order 
to  obtain  accurate  prices?  —  I  think  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  have  power  to  get  the  prices  from  a 
cert^n  number  of  markets.  I  find  that  most  auc- 
tioneers are  willing  to  give  the  prices  that  the  animals 
that  they  sell  realise.  I  wrote  the  other  day  to  the 
largest  auctioneers  in  the  kingdom,  and  he  expresses 
his  willingness  to  furnish  the  Board  of  Trade  with  all 
the  requisite  facts. 

6627.  You  would  require  a  certain  number  of 
market  inspectors  ? — There  must  be  a  certain  number 
of  market  inspectors ;  the  same  people  who  take  the 
com  returns  could  take  the  prices  realised  for  cattle. 

6628.  Who  are  the  persons  who  are  employed  to 
take  the  prices  of  com  ? — They  are  the  inland  revenue 
officers.  The  inspectors  of  weights  and  measures  in 
the  district  could  collect  the  prices  per  stone  realised 
on  the  sale  of  animals.  They  could  also  see  the 
animals  weighed.  This  would  be  a  question  for  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  determine. 

6529.  There  would  be  a  little  extra  expense  in- 
curred ? — That  would  necessarily  be  the  case. 

6630.  But  the  means  of  making  the  inquiries  exist 
already,  you  think  ? — ^Yes. 

6631.  {Mr,  Mahony.)  The  price  per  stone  live 
weight  would  vary  very  much  according  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  animal,  would  it  not  ? — ^According  to  the 
quality  and  condition  of  the  animaL 

6532.  Then,  in  collecting  the  prices,  you  would 
have  to  describe  the  different  conditions  of  the 
animals  ? — Yes ;  just  as  is  now  done  in  the  present 
market  quotations  given  in  the  newspapers  the 
different  qualities  are  all  described. 

6533.  When  it  was  first  proposed  to  erect  machines 
for  weighing  live  stock  were  the  auctioneei*s  in  favour 
of  the  proposal  ? — ^No,  I  do  not  think  they  were  ;  I 
do  not  think  the  auctioneers,  as  a  body,  except  in 
Scotlandy  care  about  weighing  the  animals  they  sell. 


6634.  Have  they  become  more  disinclined  to  use 
the  weighing  machines  since  the  Act  passed  ? — ^No ; 
I  do  not  think  that  the  buyers  like  them.  Of  cours^i 
they  do  not  like  the  tme  weight  to  be  known. 

6536.  We  were  told  at  the  Islington  Market  the 
other  day  that  the  auctioneers  were  not  so  favourable 
to  these  wei^ng  machines  as  they  appeared  to  be  at 
first? — There  is  only  one  auctioneer  in  Islington 
Market.  I  think  in  Islington  Market  the  salesmen 
appear  to  be  indifferent  about  it ;  the  auctioneer  him- 
self told  me  that  he  should  very  much  like  to  have  a 
weighing  machine ;  he  was  so  much  in  favour  of  it 
that  he  offered  to  put  one  up  himself,  but  was  not 
allowed  to  do  so. 

6636.  Do  you  think  there  is  pressure  being  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  salesmen  now  by  the  butchers  to  sell 
the  animals  without  having  them  weighed  ? — The 
character  of  Islington  Market  has  very  much  changed 
lately.  Now  there  are  a  great  number  of  jobbers  in 
it,  and  of  course  they  are  very  much  against  animals 
being  weighed.  These  jobbers  go  round  to  the  small 
farmers  and  collect  cattle,  bring  them  up  to  the 
market,  and  act  as  salesmen  in  the  market,  and  these 
cattle  are  often  sold  two  or  three  times  over ;  it  is 
that  that  we  want  to  get  rid  of. 

6637.  In  Islington  Market  they  propose  to  put  up 
one  weighing  machine  near  the  centre  ? — Yes. 

6638.  Will  that  practically  be  of  any  use  ?— Yes,  I 
think  it  will;  they  can  weigh  eight  beasts  at  a 
time,  and  it  doe:)  not  take  three  minutes  to  weigh  each 
lot  of  beasts,  and  if  they  found  another  machine  was 
required  they  weuld  put  one  up.  A  large  Canadian 
importer  told  me  the  other  day  that  he  had  bought 
4,000  Canadian  beasts ;  he  had  had  them  weighed  in 
Canada,  and  he  said  he  should  have  them  weighed 
again  on  their  arrival  as  soon  as  the  machine  was  roady 
in  the  Islington  Market 

6639.  Is  not  the  system  of  weighing  live  cattle 
perfectly  established  in  America  ?  —  Yes,  and  in 
Canada  also ;  they  do  not  sell  anything  unless  it  is 
weighed  ;  they  do  not  sell  a  pig  without  weighing  it. 

6640.  Do  they  weigh  sheep  ? — ^Yes. 

6641.  Do  they  weigh  a  large  number  of  sheep  at  a 
time  ? — ^YeSj  they  also  weigh  bullocks  in  large  quan- 
tities, 40  and  60  at  a  time.  When  the  system  is  once 
established  it  simplifies  business  very  much. 

6642.  At  the  present  moment  a  farmer  has  practi- 
cally no  way  of  testing  whether  his  judgment  is  correct 
or  not  ? — No. 

6643.  He  may  think  he  has  sold  a  beast  very  well 
when,  iff  iact,  he  may  have  sold  it  very  badly  r— All 
that  a  farmer  has  to  go  by  is  the  knowledge  how  the 
beast  has  been  fed;  he  would  know  more  than  the 
butcher  if  he  was  to  sell  by  weight. 

6544.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  saying 
that  he  would  know  more  than  the  butcher  ? — ^The 
butcher  does  not  know  how  the  beast  has  been  fed, 
and  if  animals  were  sold  by  weight  the  farmer,  in 
addition  to  knowing  the  weight,  would  be  able  to  tell 
the  butcher  how  the  beast  had  been  fed. 

6646.  Which  would  give  a  larger  or  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  dead  weight  to  live  weight  ? — Yes ;  the 
Smithfield  standard  is  67  per  cent,  of  carcass,  but  if 
beasts  have  been  fed  over  16  weeks  they  rise  above 
67  per  cent,  of  carcass  up  to  60  or  even  63  per  cent. 

6646.  {Mr,  Little,)  You  said  in  answer  to  his 
Lordship  that  fanners  sold  to  dealers  and  butchers^ 
but  is  not  a  large  proportion  of  their  stock  sold  by 
agents,  salesmen,  and  auctioneers  ? — Yes,  a  very  large 

.  proportion. 

6647.  The  only  information  which  a  farmer  has  as 
to  the  value  of  meat  is  that  which  he  gets  from  the 
newspaper  quotations  ? — That  is  all. 

6648.  And  those,  you  think,  are  not  reliable  ? — I 
am  quite  certain  they  are  not  reliable. 

6649.  You  have  tested  them  ? — Yes. 

6650.  You  have  prepared  some  tables  showing  the 
prices  realised  as  compared  with  the  market  quota-; 
lions.  Table  A.  gives  the  results  in  the  case  of 
27  of  your  own  beasts  ? — Yes.    It  is  as  follows : — 
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Table  A. 
Sold  to  BuTGHBR  to  KiLL  and  Weigh. 


Lire 
Weight 

on 
Farm. 

Leas 
6per 
cent, 
off 
Farm 
Weight. 

Market. 

Offal 
42  per  cent. 

Oareass 
68  per  cent 

Bsti. 
mated 
Weight 

per 
Stone 

of 
14  lbs. 

Weights 

given 

by 

Batcher 

SUme 

of 
14  lbs. 

Price 

per 

Stone. 

Efti. 
mated 
Value. 

Sold 
for 

Peroentago 

Carcass  Weights 

mven 

by  Butcher. 

OflaL 

OMcass. 

1887.  Angust  and 

Average  weight  of- 
'  8Welahheifer8    • 

6  Irish  maiden  heifers   . 

lbs. 

1,278 
1.166 

1.261 

1^0* 

lbs. 

68 

68 

62i 
601 

lbs. 

1.210 
W08 

W88i 

1.160 

Ibc 

606 

465 
40  per  cent. 

476 
42  per  cent. 

468 

lbs. 

702 

648 
60  per  cent. 

718* 
68  per  cent. 

667 

stlbc 

60  2 

46  13 

61  0 

47  9 

St  lbs. 

47   6 
4fill 

47    9 

44    6 

£t.d. 

£$.d. 

46-lS 
46-86 

43-86 

45-73 

Average 

64*88 
64*14 

66*16 

M-27 

27 

4)194  10 

182    4 

4)219-44 

48    9 

45    8 

64-86 

Mr,  f¥t»a^ 
Richards* 

6  Julj  1888. 


Average  per^sentage  calculated  on  estimated  carcass  weight  68*0. 
The  carcass  weights  given  by  batcher  are  3  stone  (14  lbs.)  against  the 

6551.  Those  animals  were  weighed  at  home? — 
The  live  weight  was  taken  at  home. 

6552.  And  a  deduction  was  made  to  get  at  the 
fasted  weight  ? — Yes,  5  per  cent,  was  taken  off  from 
the  weight  to  reduce  it  to  the  market  weight.  Then 
42  per  cent,  was  taken  off  for  offal,  leaving  the  carcass 
weight  58  per  cent. 

6553.  You  assume  that  for  every  100  Ihs.  of  fasted 
weight  those  beasts  would  yield  58  lbs.  of  meat  ? — 
Yes. 

6554.  And  when  they  were  weiffhed  by  the  butcher 
what  per-centage  did  he  give  you  r — When  they  were 
weighed  by  the  batcher   the   shorthorns   averaged 


ikrmer»  and  the  estimated  weight  is  about  1  stone  under  the  actual  weight. 
6i'20  per  cent,  (one  lot  averaged  54*14  and  the 
other  54*27). 

6555.  The  whole  27  averaged  54*86  per  cent  ?— 
Yes,  but  in  those  27  there  were  some  polled  Scots. 

6556.  You,  having  formed  an  estimate  of  the  weight 
of  the  meat,  were  not  satisfied  with  the  return  the 
butcher  gave  you  ? — I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  yield 
of  54  *  86  per  cent,  of  carcass. 

6557.  Did  you  take  steps  then  to  ascertain  what  the 
rumaiuder  of  the  same  lot  of  cattle  did  actually  weigh  ? 
— Yes,  I  killed  16  more  of  the  same  lot  at  home,  and 
Table  B.,  which  I  now  put  in,  gives  the  result  in  the 
case  of  those  16  cattle,  killed  at  home,  and  weighed  at 
home. 


Table  B. 
These  16  beasts  were  killed  at  Ashwell  and  carcasses  sent  to  butcher  in  order  to  compare  them  with  the 
27  beasts  sent  to  butcher  previously  when  he  gave  me  the  weights  of  the  carcasses,  the  difference  speaks  for 
itself.     See  Table  A. 


Live 

Weight 

on 
Farm. 

Less 

Fasted 

Weight 

per 

cent. 

off 

Farm 

Weight 

weight 
Market 

42  per  cent. 

Oaroass 
68  per  cent. 

Bsti. 
mated 
Weight 

l^ne 

of 
14  lbs. 

Actual 
Weight 

£^ne 

of 
14  lbs. 

Price 
S^ 

Bsti- 
mated 
Value. 

Sold 
for 

Percentage  of 

Carcass 

calculated  from 

the  Actual 

Weight 

OfKaL 

Carcass. 

1887f  November  and 
December. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Ibc 

lbs. 

lbs. 

St  lbs. 

St.  lbs. 

£«.d. 

Bt.d, 

Average  weight  of— 

9  Irish  maiden  heifers   - 

1.210 

67* 

1,142* 

480 
40  per  cent 

662* 
60  per  cent 

47    4 

48    6i 

40*68 

60*87 

6  black  polled  Scotch  oxen 

1.280 

661 

1.214 

486 

728 

62    0 

62  13 

{  88*73 

61*27 

2  oroas  bred  polled  oxen 

1.8M 

841 

1J08* 

6231 

786 

66   1 

67   81 

3 

16 

3)166    6 

168    8 

61  11 

62  12 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  estimated  weight  is  about  1  stone  (14  lbs.)  under  the  actual  weight  when  the  carcasses  were  weighed  at 
Ashwell.  but  when  the  weight  of  the  carcasses  were  sent  me  by  the  butcher  they  were  3  stone  less  than  the  estimated  weights  (see  Table  A.),  add 
to  this  the  1  stone  they  were  under-estimated,  it  will  make  4  stone  (14  lbs.)  in  caw  beast  toss  to  the  flumer. 

42  per  cent  is  deducted  from  the  fMted  weight  of  the  Irish  heifers  and  40  per  cent  from  the  Scotch  oxen.  This  is  the  way  the  estimate  is 
arrived  at 


6558.  The  shorthomed  cattle  yielded  59*37  per 
cent,  of  carcass,  and  the  polled  Scotch  61*27  per 
cent.  ? — ^Yes. 

6559.  Instead  of  about  54  and  56  }  er  cent.  ? — Yes. 

6560.  The  result  of  your  killing  dud  weighing  at 
home  was  that  you  got  about  5  per  cjnt,  more 
weight  ? — Y  es. 


6561.  If  the  butcher  had  quoted  a  certain  price  per 
stone  as  given  to  you  on  his  weights  it  would  have 
been  a  cross  over  statement  as  compared  with  the 
actual  pnce  that  he  gave  ? — Yes. 

6562.  Now  I  will  take  you  to  another  table  show- 
ing the  result  in  the  case  of  one  maiden  heifer  that 
you  sold  at  Oakham  :  I  hand  it  in. 
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Mr.  WesOe^ 
Bichards, 
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Table  C. 

Market  Quotation, 

1888,  April  9.     Best  Beef  4*.  Sd.  to  4*.  lOd.  (8  lbs.). 

Oue  maiden  heifer,  sold  by  auction  at  Oakbam,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  price  realised,  with  the  market 

quotations  of  the  day. 

Roman  figures  are  the  prices  realised. 

Italic  figures  are  the  market  quotations  of  the  day. 

The  block  figures  show  the  butcher's  estimate  of  the  carcass  weight,  supposing  that  he  gave  the  market  quotations. 


Lire 
Weight 

on 
Farm. 

Less  5  per 
cent,  off 

Weight 

Weight 

at 
Market. 

Esti- 
mated 
Weight 
of  Offal 
42  per 

cent. 

Esti- 
mated 
Weight 
of  Carcass 
58  per 
cent. 

Esti- 
mated 
WeiKht 
per  Stone 
of  8  lbs. 

Actual 
Weight. 

Price 

S^ne 

of 
8  lbs. 

Esti. 
mated 
Value. 

Sold  for 

Price 
Stone. 

Per- 
centage 

of 
Caroata. 

1888,  April  9. 
One  maiden  heifer  (No.  28) 

Market  quotations   • 

Butcher's  estimate  of  car- 
cass weight. 

lbs. 
1.844 

lbs. 

m 

lbs. 
1.277 

lbs. 
687 

Ibt. 
740 

St.  lbs. 
92    4 

80  0 

St.  Ibt. 

«.  d. 

4    2i 

410 

£  «.  d. 

•f   7   ^ 
10  6  8 

£  9,  d, 
19    7    6 

$,  d. 

4    8 

4^/ 

67-95 
5012 

6563.  Tn  this  cn.«e  there  was  a  diffe^-ence  ot  nearly  6564.  Then  you   have  another   table   relating   to 

Sd.  a  stone,  or  nearly  id.  &  pound  between  the  quoted      some  beasts  fed  by  Lord  Lucan  ? — Yes,  in  April  and 
price  and  the  price  you  actually  realised  ? — Yes.  May  1888. 


Table  D. 

MarkH  QuotcUions, 

1888,  April  23.     Shorthorns,  4s.  Sd. 
„     30.  „  4s.  Sd. 

„     May      7.  „  4s.  Sd. 

These  beasts  were  fed  at  Laleham  by  Lord  Lucan,  who  weighed  them  alive. 

The  UcUic  ftgures  show  what  the  beasts  would  have  made  if  they  had  been  sold  at  the  market  quotations  of  the  day. 

The  Roman  figures  show  what  the  beasts  nctually  did  make. 

The  block  figures  show  the  butcher's  estimate  of  the  carcass  weight*  supposing  that  he  gave  the  market  quotations. 


1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

— 

Live 
Weight 

Farm. 

Less 
per 
cent, 
off 
Farm 
Weight. 

Market 

per 
Stone  of 
14  lU. 

Esti- 
mated 
Weight 
of  Offal 
42  per 
centppr 
Stone  of 
14  lbs. 

Esti- 

mated 

Weight 

of  Carcass 

6»per 
cent,  per 
Stone  of 

8  lbs. 

Esti. 

mated 

Weight. 

Actual 
Weight. 

Price 
per 

Stone 
of 

8  lbs. 

Esti- 
mated 
Value. 

Sold  for 

Price 

a;. 

Stone. 

Per. 
centagc 

of 
Carcass. 

Average 

Price 
realised. 

1888,  April  28. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

St.  lbs. 

St.  lbs. 

St.  lbs. 

Bt.lbs. 

St  lbs. 

#.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  «.  d. 

1 

«.   d. 

£   9.    d. 

6  shorthorns,  Giblett, 
salesman,    Islington 
Market. 

Market  quotations      • 

_ 

_ 

616    0 

. 

623    6 

: 

: 

4   2J 
4   B 

yts   4   s 

109  18    0 

4   3 
4    H 

68-0 

22   0    0 

Butcher's  estimate  of 
carcaM  weight. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

470  0 

- 

- 

4  8 

- 

10913  0 

- 

5305 

- 

April  80. 

7  shorthorns,  Giblett, 
salesman,    Islington 
Market. 

_ 

«_ 

710    0 

720    6 

: 

: 

4   H 
4   S 

466    9  H 

164    0    0 

4    4 

4    H 

68-0 

22    0    0 

Butcher's  estimate  of 
carcass  weight. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

660  0 

- 

- 

4  8 

- 

164  0  0 

- 

5813 

- 

May  7. 

88  shortboma,    Whit- 
tome. 

— 

— 

8,480    0 

- 

3,468    0 

■~ 

- 

4   2i 

- 

726    0    0 

- 

68-0 

22    0    0 

Market  quotations      • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



- 

4    3 

A7   «   7 

- 

4   H 

- 

- 

Butcher's  estimate  of 
carcass  weight. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8,U3  0 

- 

- 

4  8 

- 

736  0  0 

- 

53*18 

- 

May  7. 

»•  shorthorns,  Whit- 
tome,  48. 

— 

— 

290    0 

- 

204    3 

- 

4    7 

- 

6718   4 

4    8 

58*0 

22  11    0 

Market  quotations      • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4    6 

66  48    9 

- 

4    ^ 

- 

- 

Butcher's  estimate  of 
carcass  weight. 

— 

- 

- 

290  0 

- 

- 

4  8 

- 

6718  4 

- 

6714 

- 

The  above  beasts  wweaU  four  year  old,  had  been  in  loose  boxes  22  weeks,  had  8  and  10  lbs.  of  cake  a  day,  and  were  quite  fat  and  ripe.    Haveno 
doubt  theiy  would  yield  at  least  60  per  cent,  of  carcass. 

•  These  three  beasts  were  sold  by  live  weight  at  4t.  8d  a  live  stone  by  agreement ;  they  averaged  8  stone  less  alive  than  the  other  beasts  and  yet 
tnaoe  mors  motMy 
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6565.  I  see  in  April  there  were  12  animals  sold  hy 
a  salesman  in  Islington  Market^  and  the  market 
quotations  for  the  day  for  that  class  of  cattle  were 
4s.  Sd.  per  stone  of  8  lbs.  ?— Yes. 

6566.  Those  beasts  made  22L  each  ?— Tes. 

6567.  And  assuming  the  per-centage  of  carcass 
meat  to  be  58  they  made  onlj  4s.  2\d.  per  stone  of 
8  lbs.  ?— Yes. 

6568.  Or  4s.  3d.  per  stone  live  weight  ? — ^Yes,  they 
realised  on  the  avemge  4s.  Zd.y  the  market  quotation 
being  4s.  Sd.,  that  is  about  what  the  difference  would 
generally  be  about  5d,  per  stone  of  8  lbs.  between  the 
market  quotations  and  the  price  realised. 

6569.  Then,  on  May  7th,  33  of  the  same  lot  I 
understand  were  sold  to  a  butcher,  not  by  a  salesman  ? 
— Yes,  to  a  butcher. 

6570.  Those  were  sold  at  the  same  price  ? — Yes, 
at  22/.  each. 

6571.  And  they  realised  4s,  2^^.  according  to  your 
estimate  ? — Yes. 


6572.  Then  I  see,  on  the  7th  of  May,  there  were 
three  which  were  sold  by  the  stone  of  live  weight  ? — 
Yes,  those  were  three  beasts  which  had  not  done 
well,  and  were  three  imperial  stones  lighter  than  the 
average  weight  of  the  others. 

6573.  They  were  beasts  that  were  not  good  enough 
to  go  with  the  others  ? — They  were  beasts  that  were 
not  good  enough  to  go  with  the  others. 

6574.  And  they  were  sold  at  what  v^as  the  market 
quotation  of  the  day  on  the  actual  live  weight? — Yes, 
on  the  actual  hve  weight,  4s,  Sd,  a  stone. 

6575.  Which  the  others  were  assumed  to  have 
made  by  the  butcher  or  by  those  who  made  the 
quotations  ? — Yes. 

6576.  And  those  three  realised  more  money  than 
the  other  beasts  ? — They  realised  more  money  than  the 
other  beasts. 

6577.  Then  you  have  another  table,  showing  the 
results  in  the  case  of  some  polled  Scots  fed  by  Lord 
Lucan  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  Wtsiley 
Rickards. 

6  July  J88S. 


Table  E. 
Market  Quotations, 
1888,  May  7.    Scotts,  4*.  \0d. 
These  beasts  were  fed  at  Laleham  by  Lord  Lucan,  who  weighed  them  alive. 

The  itdUe  flgnret  show  what  the  beaats  wocdd  hare  made  if  they  had  been  sold  at  the  market  quotations. 

The  Eoman  figures  show  what  the  beasts  actually  did  make. 

The  block  figures  show  the  butcher's  estimate  of  the  oarcMs  weight*  supposing  that  he  gare  the  market  quotations. 


1. 

8. 

S. 

i. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

0. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

— 

Lire 
Weight 

on 
?arm. 

Less 

off 

Farm 

Weight. 

Market 

per 
Stone  of 
14  lbs. 

Esti- 
mated 

ofoSw 
40  per 
cent. 

Bsti. 
raated 

Carcass 

60  per 

cent,  per 

Stone  of 

8  lbs. 

Esti- 

Actual 
Weight 

Price 

per 

Stone  of 

8  lbs. 

Esti- 
mated 
Value. 

Sold  for 

Price 
stone. 

PerKjentsge  of 
Oarcass. 

1888.  May  7. 

Whittome,    n   polled 
Scotts. 

Butcher's  estimate     • 

lbs. 

lbs. 

St.  lbs. 

lbs. 

St  lbs. 
M70   1 

1,918  0 

St  lbs. 

St  lbs. 

4   0« 
410 

B  $.  d, 

6^S  4»    8 

£   9,    d, 
462   0   0 

408  0  0 

s.  d, 

4  81 

5  / 

ao*o 

Sold  for  SOJ. 

60*64 

on  butcher's 

81)54818  8 

estimate. 

86  8  Si 

88  0  0 

These  polled  Scotts  were  all  quite  first  class,  four  jeers  old,  had  been 
and  ripe.    Have  no  doubt  ihej  would  yield  at  least  68  per  cent,  of 


6578.  They  were  sold  on  the  7th  of  May,  when  the 
market  quotation  in  the  newspaper  was  4s,  \0d,  ? — 
Yes. 

6579.  And  they  made  only  4s.  0\d,  ?— Yes. 

6580.  On  the  assumption  that  the  carcass  meat 
would  he  60  per  cent.  ? — Yes. 

6581.  If  the  price  realised  had  been  in  accordance 
with  the  market  quotation  how  much  more  would  they 
have  made  ? — Instead  of  selling  for  22/.  they  would 
have  sold  for  26/.  2s.  5d.;  there  was  a  loss  of 
41.  2s,  bd. 

6582.  You  are  perfectly  clear  in  your  own  mind 
that  the  published  quotations  of  meat  greatly  exagge- 
rate the  price  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

6588.  And  without  imputing  to  butchers  that  they 
ni'o  any  worse  than  other  people,  you  would  say  that 
it  is  their  interest  to  exaggerate  prices  ? — It  is  the 
interest  of  salesmen  to  exaggerate  the  price  that  fat 
stock  realises,  in  order  to  get  beasts  sent  to  themaiket. 
Butchers  under-estimate  the  weight  of  animals,  and 
appear  to  think  it  part  of  their  legitimate  profit. 

6584.  If  you  could  establish  quotations  of  the  price 
per  stone  orper  unit  of  live  weight  you  would  at  least 
be  dealing  with  facts  ? — Yes,  that  is  all  I  want. 

6585.  1  believe  meat  is  the  largest  agricultural  pro- 
duct in  the  kingdom  ? — It  is,  by  ftur. 

U    55730. 


in  loose  boxes  22  weeks,  had  8  and  10  lbs.  of  cake  a  day,  and  were  quite  fat 

6586.  May  I  take  it  that  it  is  about  84,000,000/.  ? 
— Yes. 

6587.  Including  hides  and  wool  ? — Yes. 

6588.  The  total  amount  of  agricultural  products 
being  207,000,000/.  ?— Yes.  I  have  here  a  letter  from 
a  butcher,  in  which  he  says :  '<  Newspaper  reports  are 
^'  very  misleading,  as  they  are  quoted  by  London 
^<  salesmen  on  purpose  to  get  beasts  there;  then  they 
**  give  them  away."  Another  butcher  says:  **Now 
^  in  regard  to  what  you  keep  quoting  about  bs.  a 
'^  stone  alive,  that  is  nothing  to  go  by ;  that  quotation 
"  is,  as  you  well  know,  all  guess  work."  Those  are 
both  from  butchers  to  whom  I  tried  to  sell  beasts  at 
market  quotations. 

6589.  The  Government  are  large  purchasers  of  meat 
for  the  Army  and  Navy  ? — Yes,  very  large  purchasers 
of  meat 

6590.  If  they  could  buy  at  anything  like  the  real 
prices  of  meat  there  would  be  a  considerable  savine  ? 
—Yes. 

6591.  They  would  know  what  they  were  actually 
getting  ? — Yes. 

6592.  (Mr.  Charrington.)  Does  the  difference  be- 
tween live  and  dead  weight  vary  very  much  in  different 
breeds  of  cattle  ? — Yes,  it  varies  a  good  deal. 
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6693.  It  depends  also,  I  sappose,  a  good  deal  on  the 
condition  of  the  animals  ? — The  Smithfield  standard 
is  57  per  cent,  of  carcass ;  that  is,  8  Ifos.  of  meat  in 
every  14  lbs.  of  live  weight.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing 
to  jndge  of  the  condition  and  to  judge  of  the  quality, 
but  there  is  nothing  so  difficult  as  to  judge  of  the 
weight. 

6594.  The  Commissioners  were  told  at  Islington  on 
Monday,  by  some  of  the  butchers,  that  they  were 
better  judges  of  weight  by  the  eye  and  the  touch  than 
they  would  be  by  actuidly  weighing  the  animal  ? — 
They  say  so,  but  wherever  I  have  seen  it  tested  I 
have  found  that  they  knew  very  little  about  the 
matter.  Butchers  know  more  about  it  than  anyone 
else,  from  the  experience  gained  in  their  trade ;  and 
some  are  very  clever. 

6595.  (Sir  James  Corry.)  Lord  Lucan  sells  all 
his  own  cattle  ?— Yes,  he  is  a  very  large  farmer ;  he 
has  only  lately  put  up  a  machine,  and  he  finds  that  he 
has  been  done  out  of  10  per  cent,  all  his  life,  the 
quality  of  Lord  Lucan's  beasts  a  as  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  the  butcher  who  bought  them,  yet  his 
estimate  of  the  carcass  weight,  if  it  had  been  correct, 
would  only  have  given  50  per  cent,  of  carcass,  which 


was  an  absurdity;  it  would  have  been  60  per  cent,  at 
least. 

6596.  (Mr.  Charrington,)  Are  you  aware  whether 
the  butchers  object  to  buy  by  live  weight  ? — ^Yes,  they 
do ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  ever  hurt  a  butcher  to  buy 
by  weight.  Whenever  meat  is  10*.  a  stone  of  14  lbs. 
the  butchers  often  give  too  much  for  it. 

6597.  (Chairman,)  We  may  presume  if  there  is 
any  uncertainty  the  butchers  take  care  that  they  shall 
not  lose  by  it  ? — Yes,  they  always  protect  themselves 
by  understating  the  weight  of  an  animal.  It  is  not 
a  practical  thing  to  sell  to  butchers  to  kill  and  weigh, 
it  is  impossible  to  see  the  things  weighed,  they  are 
weighed  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  perhaps  three  at 
a  time,  and  unless  you  have  someone  on  the  spot  you 
cannot  depend  upon  the  weight.  I  sold  last  year  40 
beasts  to  a  butcher  at  Brighton,  and  as  he  was  a 
stranger  to  me  I  said,  I  shall  brand  the  near  fore-foot 
of  these  beasts,  and  I  shall  employ  the  inspector  of 
weights  and  measures  to  identify  my  beasts  and  to 
see  them  weighed,  and  I  got  the  proper  weight ;  but 
that  is  not  a  practical  thing  with  small  farmers ;  they 
could  not  carry  out  such  a  system. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Sir  John 
B.  Lowes. 


Sir  John  B.  Lawbs  examined. 


6598.  (Chairman,)  I  believe  you  have  written  a 
number  of  papers  advocating  the  sale  of  live  stock  by 
weight  ? — Yes,  I  have  recently. 

6599.  And  you  have  taken  considerable  pains  in 
endeavouring  to  determine  the  relative  proportions  of 
live  and  dead  weight  ? — ^Yes.  A  great  many  years  ago 
in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Gilbert,  as  part  of  the  statis- 
tics of  farming,  I  investigated  very  thoroughly,  not 
only  the  question  of  the  proportions  of  live  and  dead 
weights  of  stock  but  the  absolute  composition  of  oxen, 
sheep,  and  pigs. 

6600.  Wbat  do  yon  consider  to  be  the  total  value 
of  the  meat  sold  in  this  country  by  farmers  to  butchers  ? 
— I  have  only  two  sets  of  statistics,. not  my  own  pro- 
duction, but  I  think  they  are  tolerably  correct,  one 
issued  by  Mr.  Howard  and  the  other  by  Mr.  TurnbuU, 
and  they  both  agree  very  nearly.  Mr.  Howard  gives 
the  value  of  meat,  hides,  skin,  and  wool  as  84,885,492/. 
you  may  call  it  85,000,000/.  roundly  ;  and  Mr.  Turn- 
bull's  figures  are  very  much  the  same,  he  gives  the 
retail  value  of  meat  and  ofial  as  89,600,000/. 

6601.  May  we  take  it  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  the  sales  consist  of  live  animals  sent  to  the  various 
markets  without  any  weights  being  taken  ? — Quite  so. 

6602.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  prices  of  meat  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  are  misleading  ? — They  are  mis- 
leading in  tins  sense.  If  I  weigh  a  quantity  of 
animals  alive  I  can  tell  with  very  great  accuracy,  if 
they  are  my  own  breeding  and  feeding,  what  they 
will  weigh  dead.  If  I  send  to  the  London  market  and 
look  at  the  quoted  prices  for  that  meat  in  the  paper, 
I  find  that  instead  of  my  animals  weighing  when 
killed  6^,  56,  or  58  per  cent.,  as  I  know  they  ought 
to  weigh,  they  only  weigh  perhaps  50  or  51  per  cent. 
I  know  with  absolute  certainty  that  the  figures  are 
misleading  and  incorrect. 

6803.  Am  I  right  in  saying  that  the  proper  pro- 
portion ougbt  to  be  8  to  14  ?— That  is  a  very  good 
average  ;  they  vary  very  much  according  to  whether 
they  are  very  fat  or  very  lean,  but  that  is  a  very  good 
standard. 

6604.  You  say  if  you  were  to  take  the  quotations 
from  the  papers  as  a  guide  the  proportion  would  be 
about  7  to  14? — Or  less  than  that  even.  1  have  not 
brought  any  absolute  statistics  on  this  question, 
because  I  knew  Mr.  Westley  Richards  would  put 
some  statistics  before  you  which  are  very  convincing 
in  my  opinion. 

6605.  Is  the  result  that  the  former  does  not  obtain 
the  proper  price  for  what  he  sells  ? — Quite  so.     The 


farmer  very  seldom  obtains  for  his  stock  the  quoted 
price  and  Uie  quoted  weight.  K  he  receives  the  price 
per  stone  he  does  not  receive  the  real  weight  of  his 
carcass,  if  he  receives  the  real  weight  of  the  carcass 
he  does  not  receive  the  price  quoted. 

6606.  But  can  you  explain  how  it  is  ibat  farmers 
who  are  constantly  in  the  habit  of  breeding  animals 
for  sale  are  not  themselves  aware  of  the  proportion 
that  ought  to  exist  between  the  live  weight  and  the 
dead  weight? — 1  can  only  explain  it  by  farmers 
having  the  greatest  possible  dislike  to  figures,  or  tc 
studying  any  statistics  at  all,  that  is  the  only  reason  I 
can  giye  you. 

6607.  They  have,  if  they  choose  to  use  it  in  every 
market  now,  the  means  of  weighing  animals  ? — They 
ought  to  have,  but  they  have  not,  because  there  are 
hardly  any  machines  put  up  yet. 

6608.  But  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
sfys  that  machines  must  be  put  up  ? — Yes,  but  they 
do  not  exist  even  in  the  metropolis  at  this  moment. 

6609.  Do  you  mean  that  the  Act  is  disregarded  ? — 
The  Act  is  disregarded ;  those  who  are  interested — 
that  Lb,  the  buyers  and  salesmen — object  to  the  weighing 
of  animals,  and  the  farmers  are  not  sufficiently 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  it. 

6610.  The  I^islature  has  endeavoured  to  protect 
them  from  the  possibility  of  un£ur  dealing  and  they 
have  not  cared  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  ? 
— Quite  so. 

6611.  What  is  the  remedy  you  would  propose  for 
that  state  of  things? — ^The  next  step  in  protection 
that  I  should  propose  is  that  we  should  have  official 
quotations  ;  now  that  we  have  weighing  machines'We 
want  official  quotations  of  weights  and  prices. 

6612.  You  can  insist  upon  a  weighing  machine  being 
provided  in  a  market,  but  you  cannot  insist  upon  the 
farmer  using  it  ? — No,  I  feel  certain  that  sooner  or 
later  he  will  use  it,  and  he  wants  something  like  an 
official  quotation  of  prices  and  weights. 

6613.  What  do  you  call  an  official  quotation?  Do 
you  mean  a  quotation  formed  on  his  own  judgment  of 
what  the  current  prices  are,  by  some  official  person  ?^ 
I  mean  the  current  price  and  weig:hts,  given  by  an 
official  person ;  for  instance,  you  see  in  the  nevrspapers 
every  week  such  quotations  as  this,  "  Prime  Scots,  5^. 
a  stone."  We  should  like  to  have  a  few  of  those  prime 
Scots  weighed  upon  the  scale  and  the  weight  i*ecorded 
by  some  public  officer  with  the  prices  fetched,  where 
they  could  be  ascertained. 
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6614.  You  would  not  have  every  animal  weighed 
that  was  offered  for  sale  ? — If  20  of  each  class  were 
weighed  that  would  represent  that  particular  class. 

6616.  You  would  suggest  that  an  officer  should  be 
appointed  to  give  the  official  quotations  who  should 
direct  what  animals  should  be  weighed  ? — He  would 
direct  what  animals  should  be  weighed. 

6616.  The  object  of  that  would  be  that  the  farmer 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  comparing  the  price  so 
recorded  with  the  market  quotations  ? — Exactly  so. 

6617.  But  do  you  think  that  anything  will  effectu- 
ally protect  the  farmer  until  he  learns  to  protect  him- 
self ? — I  am  afraid  not ;  he  does  not  at  present  seem 
at  all  anxious  to  have  these  cattle  weighing  machines 
used. 

6618.  An  Act  of  Parliament  having  been  passed 
for  the  benefit  of  certain  people,  those  people  do  not 
care  to  have  it  put  in  force  ? — Quite  so. 

6619.  {Mr.  Mahony.)  To  what  officer  would  you 
commit  the  duty  of  recording  the  prices  ? — ^A  person 
appointed  by  the  Government ;  I  do  not  know  exactly 
what  he  would  be,  he  would  be  a  sort  of  clerk  of  the 
market. 

6620.  You  would  have  such  an  officer  in  a  few  of 
the  larger  markets  ? — ^Yes,  in  London,  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  Newcastle,  perhaps,  some  of  the  great  centres. 

6621.  The  position  of  such  an  officer  would  be  a 
very  responsible  one  ? — A  very  responsible  one. 

6i522.  There  might  easily  be  an  understanding  in 
the  selection  of  the  animals  to  be  weighed  ? —  He 
might  very  easily  be  taken  in,  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
very  responsible  position. 

6623.  You  only  propose  the  appointment  of  such  an 
officer  in  a  few  of  the  larger  markets  ?— Yes,  to  give 
certain  standards  ;  in  fact,  I  should  only  propose  that 
cattle  should  be  weighed  to  begin  with,  and  then  it 
could  be  extended  to  sheep  and  pigs  afterwards. 

6G24.  At  the  present  moment  the  market  autho- 
rities are  bound  t«)  erect  weighing  machines  in  every 
market  ? — Yes,  they  are  ;  but  they  have  not  done  it 
everywhere ;  it  is  not  done  in  markets  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood— Hatfield,  Luton,  and  Hemel  Hempstead. 

6626.  In  small  markets  it  would  be  a  very  heavy 
cost  to  erect  a  machine  to  weigh  a  number  of  animals 
would  it  not? — Oh,  no. 

6626.  You  think  it  would  not  be  very  much  dearer 
than  a  machine  for  weighing  one  ? — No,  it  would  not 
be  anything  in  a  town  of  any  importance. 

6627.  A  machine  for  weighing  one  animal  only  is 
very  objectionable,  is  it  not? — No,  I  find  no  diffi- 
culty ;  I  have  a  machine  that  weighs  one  animal ;  I 
weigh  all  my  animals. 

6628.  It  is  one  thing  to  weigh  animals  in  your  own 
private  building  and  it  is  another  thing  to  weigh  them 
in  the  markets  when  they  have  been  frightened  to  a 
certain  extent  ? — There  is  no  more  difficulty  in 
weighing  an  animal  than  driving  him  into  a  pen — 
you  have  to  hustle  him  in  by  a  certain  amount  of 
force  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

6629.  This  weighing  would  go  on  during  the 
market  ? — Yes. 

6630.  The  animals  would  have  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  pens  and  driven  into  these  weighing  machines  ? — 
But  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  it  whatever. 

6631.  Mr.  Wesdey  Richards  said  that  it  was  very 
difficult  to  get  an  animal  into  these  small  weighing 
machines  ? — Unless  the  machine  is  perfectly  flat  on 
the  ground  an  animal  does  not  like  to  tread  upon  a 
hollow  surface. 

6632.  Do  you  know  that  no  market  authority  has 
power  to  levy  tolls  unless  they  have  a  weighing 
machine  ? — ^Yes,  I  know  that,  but  I  know  they  do  levy 
them  though  they  have  no  machines. 

6633.  {Mr,  Little.)  Is  not  it  rather  the  other  way, 
that  a  market  authority  taking  no  tolls  is  not  com- 
pelled to  erect  a  machine — ^it  is  not  that  the  power  to 
take  tolls  ceases? — I  think  you  are  quite  right  in 
putting  it  that  way. 

6634.  You  would  say  that  the  weight  of  meat  in 
proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  live  animal  can  be 


determined  within  very  narrow  limits  now  ? — Within        Sir  John 
very  narrow  Unfits.  ^*  Xatoet. 

6635.  We  know  that  you  have  given   particular     ^  jiUvTsM 
attention  to  the  subject ;  will  you  tell  us  what  about 

the  limits  of  deviation  in  the  weight  ? — ^You  find  a  very 
great  variation  in  different  breeds  and  different  stages 
of  fatness;  would  you  say  the  per-oentage  would 
range  from  50  per  cent,  up  to  70  per  cent.  ? — Yes. 

6636.  You  have  compiled  and  published  a  series  of 
tables  for  the  information  of  farmers  in  which  you 
have  classified  cattle  according  to  condition,  breed, 
and  so  on,  and  given  what  ought  to  be  the  per-centage 
of  dead  meat  to  live  weight  in  each  case  ? — I  have 
tried  to  classify  them. 

6687.  All  such  estimates  can  only  be  approximate  ? 
—Yes. 

6638.  Stores  you  put  at  50  to  51  per  cent. ;  fresh 
stores  52  to  53  per  cent ;  moderate  fat  54  to  57  per 
cent.  ?— Yes. 

6639.  Another  class  which  you  would  call  fat 
range  from  58  to  62  per  cent.  ? — ^Yes,  they  really  go 
on  up  to  70 ;  those  are  prize  animals. 

66^.  An  official  quotation  you  would  consider  to 
be  a  record  of  an  actual  fact  ? — A  record  of  an  actual 
fact. 

6641.  And  if  you  can  get  the  price  at  which  the 
animal  is  sold  and  his  live  weight  you  have  got  a 
fact  ? — I  have  got  a  fact. 

6642.  That  is  something  more  than  you  have  at 
present  ? — Yes. 

6643.  In  the  case  of  com  that  fact  is  ascertained 
and  recorded  by  the  State  ? — Yes. 

6644.  It  would  not  be  going  very  much  further  to 
compel  either  purchasers  or  sellers  of  meat  to  do  what 
the  purchasers  of  corn  have  to  do  now  ? — ^I  think  not. 

6645.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  record  all  sales  ; 
representative  or  sample  sales  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient ? — Yes. 

6646.  If  properly  graded  ? — ^Yes,  as  you  do  corn ; 
you  do  not  weigh  every  bushel  of  com. 

6647.  There  is  a  little  difiierence  between  corn  and 
meat.  In  a  proper  record  of  the  prices  of  meat  you 
would  have  to  grade  animals  according  to  quality  or 
condition  or  breed  ? — Yes,  and  that  record  might  be 
published  every  week.  I  would  grade  animals  accord- 
ing to  breed  and  &tness. 

6648.  Some  breeds  will  yield  a  larger  per-centage 
than  others  ? — Yes. 

6649.  You  said  the  metropolitan  market  authorities 
had  not  put  up  any  weighing  machines ;  but  is  not  this 
the  state  of  the  case,  that  they  put  up  one  in  a  very 
inconvenient  situation  ? — I  understood  that  a  proper 
machine  is  in  course  of  erection. 

6650.  When  I  was  at  Islington  the  other  day  I 
asked  the  inspector  whether  there  was  a  weighing 
machine,  and  he  said  there  was  one.  I  was  after- 
wards informed  that  it  was  in  the  lairs,  and  in  such 
an  inconvenient  position  that  it  was  of  no  use,  and  it 
appears  that  they  are  about  to  put  up  a  larger  one  in 
a  more  convenient  situation? — ^I  wrote  to  them  to 
ask  them  whether  they  would  make  their  standard 
the  imperial  stone,  and  they  said  they  would,  so  I 
suppose  the  weighing  machine  is  in  course  of  erection. 

6651.  {Mr.  Charringtan.)  In  order  to  arrive  at 
correct  quotations,  ought  it  not  to  be  made  compulsory 
on  the  salesman,  when  he  sells  cattle,  to  give  the 
prices  realised  to  the  clerk  of  the  market  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  should. 

6652.  Or  else  you  would  never  get  the  prices  ? — 
We  get  them  somehow  now. 

6653.  They  are  guess  quotations  ? — I  do  not  care 
so  much  about  the  price  by  itseli'  as  I  do  about  the 
weight  connected  with  the  price,  because  then  I  can 
check  for  myself. 

6654.  What  you  say  is  that  a  certain  proportion  of 
animals  of  each  class  should  be  compulsorily  weighed 
in  the  market  alive,  and  the  live  weight  handed  in 
with  the  price  of  the  animal,  and  what  price  the 
animal  sold  for  per  stone  ? — Yes ;  and,  moreover, 
wherever  there  was  a  weighing  machine  I  could  order 
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mj  animals  to  be  weighed,  and  then  I  should  have  a 
check. 

6655.  (Chairman,)  I  suppose  compulsory  weighing 
of  every  animal  in  the  market  would  be  practically 
impossible  ? — Yes,  unless  they  run  them  over  40  or 


50  at  the  time  as  they  do  in  America.     They  weigh 
eveiy  animal  sold  in  America. 

6656.  In  a  rough  way  ? — No,  they  weigh  them 
very  accurately ;  where  we  sell  one  animal  they  will 
soil  60,  but  th«^y  are  all  weighed. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mb.  little  took  thb  Chaib. 


Mr.  Albert 
Pell, 


Mr.  Albert  P£LL  examined. 


6657.  (Chairman.)  Yon  have  farmed  extensively 
in  different  ports  of  England  ? — Yes. 

6658.  And  you  are  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Boyal  Agricultural  Society  ? — Yes. 

6659.  In  1879  you  visited  America  as  an  Assistant 
Commissioner  under  the  Boyal  Commission  on  Agri- 
culture ? — Yes. 

6660.  So  that  you  are  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
agriculture  of  England,  but  also  with  that  of  the 
United  States  ? — I  am.  I  might  add  that  I  have 
been  twice  to  the  States  since  the  year  1879.  I  have 
been  through  the  country  right  away  to  the  Pacific. 

6661.  You  are  interested  in  the  cattle  business  in 
the  States  ? — Yes,  I  am  interested  in  a  private  cattle 
company,  not  a  public  compaiiv. 

6662.  And  therefore  you  are  acquainted  with  the 
method  of  inatketing  cattle,  both  in  England  and  in 
the  States  ?~Yes. 

6663.  You  have  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
the  system  obtaining  in  England  with  that  in  the 
States  P—Yes 

6664.  Will  you  give  us  some  information  as  to  the 
method  adopted  in  the  States  ? — The  method  of 
marketing  cattle  in  the  United  States,  with  the 
exception  of  milch  cows  is  the  method  adopted  in 
marketing  almost  all  other  articles  which  can  be  so 
treated  in  the  United  States,  namely,  by  reference  to 
weight ;  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  appear 
to  be  so  satisfied  that  this  is  the  safest  and  best  method 
of  carrying  on  business  that  in  every  town,  even  the 
smallest,  in  any  place  that  could  be  dignified  with  the 
name  of  a  town,  yon  will  find  weighbridges,  not  only 
in  the  market,  if  there  is  one,  but  up  and  down  the 
main  street  as  frequent,  I  might  almost  say,  as  lamp- 
posts are  here  in  some  towns ;  so  that  every  opportunity 
is  offered  for  weighing  cattle  outside  the  market,  while 
inside  the  market  there  are  the  ofiicial  machines. 
The  markets  I  am  acquainted  with  in  America — I 
leave  out  New  York,  because  the  market  for  beasts 
there  is  not  very  larsje  for  live  animab ;  but  I  would 
refer  to  Chicago  (Illinois),  St.  Louis  (Missouri),  and 
Kansas  City  (Arkansas),  ^vith  all  of  which  markets  I  am 
acquainted.  Suppose  those  are  the  three  largest  markets 
for  cattle  in  the  United  States ;  what  is  done  at  Chicago 
will  exemplify  what  is  done  in  the  other  two  great  towns. 
Cattle  being  brought  into  the  stock  yards  are  put  into 
the  hands  of  statitm  agents  who  sell  at  a  price  per 
cwt.  The  cwt.  in  America  being  100  lbs.  (the  Liver- 
pool cental),  and  it  having  been  settled  how  much  is 
to  be  given  per  cental,  that  is  to  say,  per  cwt.,  the 
animals  are  driven  straight  away  on  to  a  balanced 
platform  considerably  larger  than  this  room,  covered 
over  with  a  shed.  I  saw  on  one  occasion  42  head 
of  stock  driven  on  to  the  platform  at  Chicago,  and 
they  weighed  as  nearly  as  possible  1,000  lbs.  an 
animal ;  they  were  Texan  cattle,  not  so  heavy  as 
eastern  cattle  would  be ;  they  were  all  weighed  at  one 
operation,  and  I  do  not  think  they  were  on  the 
machine  more  than  five  minutes,  then  the  clerk 
handed  over  a  ticket  of  the  weight  to  the  salesman 
or  consignor.  The  calculation  was  very  easy,  so  many 
centals  of  live  flesh  at  so  much  per  cwt.  Dollars  and 
hundredweights,  owing  to  the  decimal  system,  work 
out  easily  into  cents  for  the  pound;  if  you  give 
2^  dollars  or  5  dollars  a  cental  for  a  beast  that  will 
come  out  2^  cents  or  5  cents  the  lb.  directly. 

6665.  That  is  live  weight?— That  is  live  weight. 


6666.  Is  any  deduction  made  on  account  of  these 
animals  not  having  b<;en  tasted  ? — No,  there  is  no 
official  deduction  made  except  in  the  case  of  hogs — 
that  is  immaterial — ^but  in  the  ease  of  sows  said  to  be 
"  piffgy  "  or  *'  stags  "  boars  that  have  been  cut,  some- 
thing IS  thrown  off  the  weight  to  make  up  for  quality, 
in  fact ;  but  there  is  no  deduction  in  respect  of  horned 
cattle.  I  never  saw  any  sheep  weighed,  but  I  suppose 
they  weigh  sheep  in  the  same  way. 

6667.  Then  cattle  are  classified;  how  is  that 
accomplished  ? — To  show  how  cattle  are  classified, 
I  have  brought  with  me,  for  the  information  of 
the  Commission,  the  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington  in  1874.  ITiey  appear 
to  classify  animals  under  different  terms  in  the 
different  markets.  In  this  report  the  cattle  are 
graded  thus :  *^  Extra  graded  steers  of  from  1,400  to 
1,450  lbs."  Then  the  price  is  given  per  cental, 
5  dollars  80  cents — ^that  would  be  per  100  lbs.  Then 
the  next  grade  is  "choice  three-year-old  graded 
**  steers,  1,300  to  1,450  lbs." ;  they  are  not  worth 
quite  as  much,  5  dollars  30  cents  per  cental.  Then 
we  come  to  "good"  of  a  certain  weight,  4  dollars 
90  cents.  Then  "  medium  **  of  a  certain  weight, 
4  dollars  50  cents.  Then  we  come  to  "  lower  grade 
natives,''  1  dollar  75  cents ;  those  would  be  western 
cattle.  Then  we  come  to  "  Texans,  choice  corn-fed," 
4  dollars  25  cents.  Next  we  come  to  "  Texans, 
"  north  wintered,"  8  dollars.  Then  the  next  is 
"  Texans,  thro'  droves  "  ;  they  would  be  driven  cattle, 
1  dollar  75  cents  per  cental.  So  you  have  the  prices 
given  varying  with  the  grade  of  the  animal.  This,  of 
course,  is  rather  a  condensed  statement.  In  Chicago 
they  would  have  other  terms  to  describe  more  accu- 
rately the  divisions  between  those  different  grades. 

6668.  You  are  quoting  now  from  an  official  publi- 
cation ;  do  you  know  what  means  the  department 
responsible  for  that  publication  takes  in  collecting 
that  information  ? — This  is  prepared,  I  think,  by  the 
statistician,  Mr.  Dodge ;  he  is  very  inaccurate  in  some 
respects,  but  I  suppose  he  gets  these  returns  from  the 
Produce  Exchange  Reports,  which  are  published 
every  year. 

6669.  You  are  not  aware  whether  there  is  any 
system  of  obtaining  officially  at  the  principal  markets 
the  actual  records  of  prices? — I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  official  record  taken,  but  the  Produce 
Exchange  Reports  are  very  full;  for  instance,  the 
one  that  comes  out  annually  for  Chicago  is  as  large  a 
volume  as  this.  The  secretary  to  the  stock  and 
transit  yards  at  Chicago  makes  his  returns  probably 
to  the  Produce  Exchange,  and  the  secretary  to  the 
Union  stock  yards  would  know  from  the  commission 
agents  exactly  what  had  been  realised  on  sales. 

6670.  You  are  probably  aware  that  we  have  in 
England  in  the  Registrar-Greneral's  Report  a  quasi- 
official  statement  of  the  value  of  meat  ? — Yes. 

6671.  And  that  this  is  simply  derived  from  the 
newspaper  reports? — I  thought  it  used  to  be  taken 
from  the  Greenwich  contracts  for  dead  meat.  I 
suppose  we  get  it  from  the  newspaper  reports.  I  may 
mention  that  this  morning  I  had  a  letter  informing 
me  that  some  of  our  cattle  are  going  to  be  sold  in 
Chicago  market,  and  we  should  be  perfectly  satisfied 
by  the  statement  in  the  Chicago  papers.  Our  cattle 
would  be  sold  as  first  class  Colorado  or  high  grade 
beasts.     I,  as  chairman  of  the  company,  will  look  at 
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the  newspaper  report  of  the  prices  realised  in  the 
Chicago  market  for  that  class  of  beasts,  and  we  shaH 
be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  correctness  of  that  re« 
port.  Then  a  report  will  come  over  giving  the  abso- 
lute weight. 

5672.  That  will  he  given  by  an  intlependent  person 
who  is  an  ofilcer  of  the  market  ? — The  clerk  of  the 
market  will  give  the  weight  and  we  will  look  at  the 
newspaper  report  for  the  prices.  We  know  that  the 
description  given  in  that  report  will  be  sufficiently 
accurate  to  describe  our  class  of  cattle. 

6673.  Having  given  us  some  information  about  the 
American  system,  will  you  contrast  it  with  your  ex- 
perience of  selling,  or  attempting  to  sell,  cattle  in 
England  ? — I  consider  the  market  reports  in  England 
to  be  of  very  little  vnlue  indeed  I  could  furnish  the 
Commission,  if  they  wished  it,  with  the  newspaoer 
reports  in  relation  to  the  market  at  Leicester,  in  which 
in  almost  every  instance,  week  after  week,  the  market 
is  described  as  being  better— that  prices  have  risen 
^,  in  the  pound — so  that  at  the  present  moment,  if 
those  reports  were  worth  anything,  beef  would  be 
standing  now  at  something  like  30^.  a  pound.  I  looked 
at  the  report  yesterday,  and  I  found  just  the  same 
thing — that  prices  were  about  ^d,  a  pound  better. 

6674.  (Mr.  Ckarrington,)  You  do  not  find  it  so 
when  you  sell  stock  there  ? — No. 

6675.  (Chairman.)  You  would  say  that  the  quota- 
tions aie  unreliable  and  misleading? — I  think  so  my* 
self;  certainly  they  do  not  assist  yoa  in  arriving  at 
an3rthing  like  the  approximate  value  of  cattle. 

6676.  What  remedy  would  you  surest  for  that 
state  of  things  ? — I  think  you  might  adopt  the  Amen- 
can  system  of  weighing  the  cattle  and  describing  them. 
It  is  not  very  difficult  in  England  to  describe  in  a  few 
words  the  class  of  animal  you  are  selling  :  ^*  small 
heifers  " ;  **  cows  **  of  a  certain  weight ;  "  Herefords  " 
of  a  certain  weight;  "shorthorns"  of  a  certain 
weight;  "polled  cattle"  of  a  certain  weight;  and 
BO  on. 

6677.  You  think  it  would  assist  the  farmers  if  it 
became  the  practice  to  sell  cattle  and  sheep  by  live 
weight  ? — I  think  it  would,  materially. 

6678.  At  the  present  time  they  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  weighing  in  the  mnrkets? — They  have  now, 

6679.  But  do  they  find  any  difficulty  in  selling 
by  weight? — ^There  is  a  town  in  tin  Eastern 
Counties  which  has  a  very  important  market — one  of 
the  most  important  markets  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted— ^where  some  of  my  animals  go.  In  passing 
liirough  that  town  within  the  last  month  or  two,  since 
the  weighbridge  has  been  set  up,  I  met  a  butcher  in 
the  street,  to  whom  I  said,  "  What  have  you  got  in 
**  your  new  market  here  P*  He  said,  ^'  A  thing  for 
"  weigliing  cattle."  I  said,  "  Is  it  used  ?''  He  an- 
swered, "  Yes,  it  is,  but  it  will  not  be  used  above 
"  oncel"  I  said,  "Why  not?"  He  said,  "We  do 
"  not  mean  to  buy  of  men  who  put  their  things  on 
"  that  machine."  The  other  day  I  was  there,  and  I 
asked  again,  "  Has  this  machine  been  used  P"  The 
answer  I  got  was,  "  Yes  ;  Mr.  So-and-so  put  on  four 
"  cattle,  but  he  took  them  away  again ;  they  would 
"  not  be  ^old,  We  are  not  going  to  buy  cattle  that 
"  have  been  put  on  this  machine."  In  that  market 
there  are  no  sales  by  auction ;  the  bulk  of  the  business 
is  conducted  by  salesmen.  It  is  one  of  the  biggest 
cattle  markets  out  of  London, 

66b0,  At  any  rate  there  is  a  prejudice  on  the  part 
of  butchers  to  the  use  of  the  weighing  machine  ? — 
There  was  distinctly  there.  I  went  to  Leicester  this 
year  to  the  large  fair  on  the  I2th  March  with  Mr. 
Westley  Richards,  and  I  found  the  machine  was  not 
ready  for  use;  the  approaches  were  out  of  order. 
There  was  a  difficulty  in  finding  anybody  whose  duty 
it  was  to  attend  to  it.  At  last,  however,  a  man  came, 
a  constable,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  If  the  machine  can- 
"  not  be  got  in  order  to-day  I  must  go  and  caution 
"  people  to  pay  no  toll."  He  said,  "  Pray  do  not  do 
"  that."  I  said,  "  I  do  not  want  to  do  anything  dis- 
"  agreeable,  but  cannot  you  get  the  machine  ready  ?'' 
Upon  that  the  machine  was  got  ready,  and  we  weighed 


about  1,000/.  worth  of  beasts.  There  were  two  lotii, 
one  of  Hereford  oxen,  the  other  shorthorns,  both  in 
splendid  condition.  The  cost  for  weighing  was  a 
mere  trifle  ;  we  could  get  five  cattle  on  the  machine  at 
a  time,  llic  Herefords  came  out  exactly  5^.  the 
imperial  stone  live  weight,  and  the  shorthorns  4s.  6//« 
Both  lots  were  store  cattle  for  feeding. 

6681.  If  the  butcher  u  very  much  averse  to  using 
the  weighing  machine  the  fair  presumption  is  that  he 
gets  an  advantage  by  the  present  system  ? — I  think 
we  may  assume  that. 

6682.  The  disadvantage  is  to  the  farmer  and  also 
to  the  consumer? — ^To  the  farmer  and  to  the  con- 
sumer, and  also  I  think  it  is  a  disadvantage  to  those 
who  conduct  business  generally.  Business  would  be 
done  eo  much  more  rapidly  with  a  weighing  bridge ; 
there  would  be  less  higgling. 

6683.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
obtain  official  quotations  of  the  price  of  stock  by  live 
weight  ? — I  think  there  would  be  some  difficulty  about 
official  quotations,  because  it  implies  compulsion  and 
interference  with  the  independence  of  vendor  and 
purchaser.  I  do  not  say  that  difficulty  could  not  be 
overcome. 

6684.  You  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  be  ser- 
viceable if  they  could  be  obtained  ? — No  doubt  about 
it.  Inasmuch  as  the  .State  compels  an  auctioneer  to 
take  out  a  license  before  he  can  sell  cattle  in  the 
market  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  go  a  step 
further  and  impose  the  condition  that  what  he  sells 
should  be  weighed. 

6685.  You  think  if  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  such 
official  quotations  could  be  overcome  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  such  quotations  sliould  be  obtained  and 
published  ? — I  think  most  desirable. 

6686.  Not  only  for  the  information  of  the  farmer 
who  sells  and  the  consumer  who  buys  but  for  statis- 
tical purposes  ? — Yes,  they  would  be  of  great  service 
also  to  the  Groverninent  in  enabling  them  to  arrive  at 
true  prices  when  they  are  making  contracts. 

6687.  And  they  would  also  give  some  basis  for  the 
value  of  land,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  prices 
of  other  commodities? — Undoubtedly,  nnd  also  you 
would  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  capability  and 
character  of  the  salesman  to  whom  you  committed 
your  cattle. 

6688.  There  is  no  difficulty  found  in  America  in 
dealing  with  live  weight ;  it  has  become  the  unit  of 
sale,  has  it  not  ? — It  is  universal  even  with  horses ; 
horses  and  mules  are  all  weighed.  Kansas  city  is  the 
greatest  market  in  America  for  mules,  and  they  are 
bought  there  without  being  seen ;  they  are  bought  on 
the  statement  of  weight,  "l^o  horses  may  look  equally 
well  in  build,  action,  and  similar  in  every  respect,  but 
if  you  buy  the  heavier  of  the  two  you  have  got  the 
better  horse.  Of  course,  in  the  use  of  the  machine 
you  are  liable  to  trickery.  I  have  been  told  that  at 
one  market  already  people  have  got  round  and  jobbed 
the  machine  with  their  sticks.  All  this  shows  the 
disinclination  there  is  on  the  part  of  the  middlemen 
and  jobbers  to  submit  animals  to  this  test.  A  trick  in 
America  vnth  pigs  is  to  give  them  sand  with  a  little 
sugar  in  it ;  they  will  eat  several  pounds  of  it. 

6689.  There  is  this  difference  between  the  quota- 
tions of  prices  in  America  and  in  England,  that  in  the 
States  they  are  based  upon  fact  while  in  England 
they  are  mere  guess  work? — In  England  they  are 
based  on  conjecture,  the  conjecture  being  made  some- 
times by  interested  persons  and  frequently  by  very 
incompetent  persons. 

6690.  (Mr,  Mahony,)  Do  you  think  you  would  l>e 
justified  in  telling  people  not  to  pay  tolls  where  there 
was  no  machine  ? — ^Yes.  I  believe  they  cannot 
enforce  the  tolls  unless  a  machine  is  in  operation.  In 
the  case  to  which  I  referred  I  knew  they  would  get 
the  machine  to  work  on  being  pressed  a  little,  and 
they  behaved  very  properly  in  the  matter.  With 
regard  to  the  machines  in  use  in  England  the  Englisn 
ones  are  better  than  those  I  saw  at  Chicago,  in  ono 
respect:  they  have  an  automatic  register  of  the 
weight ;  you  push  a  card  in  and  you  get  the  actual 
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weight  of  the  animal  or  article  stamped  on  the  cai*d, 
yon  turn  it  round  and  push  the  other  end  in  and  you 
get  the  same  thing  repeated — ^you  get  one  half  for  the 
vendor,  the  other  may  go  to  the  buyer  of  the  cattle. 

6691.  Do  you  know  of  any  market  where  the 
people  have  refused  to  pay  tolls  because  no  machine 
has  been  erected  ?— No,  I  do  not. 

6692.  Do  you  know  whether  in  some  of  the  smaller 
markets  they  have  attempted  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  by  merely  putting  up  a  rail  round  an 
existing  weighing  machine? — I  have  heard  that  the 
authorities  of  the  Metropolitan  Meat  Market  have 
been  threatened  with  non-payment  of  tolls  or  with  a 
suit  for  the  recovery  of  tolls  that  have  been  paid  this 
year  in  consequence  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  machine 
and  I  he  corporation  have  taken  up  the  machine  that 
they  put  down  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
and  replaced  it  with  n  larger  instrument. 

6693.  They  have  not  done  it  yet  ? — Then  they  are 
about  to  do  it.  That  is  what  I  have  heard  has  taken 
place,  that  they  have  been  threatened  with  pro- 
ceedings for  taking  toll^  without  a  sufficient  machine. 

6694.  Do  you  know  whether  in  smaller  places  they 
have  simply  put  a  railing  round  a  weighing  machine 
which  may  have  been  already  existing  ? — ^That  is  all 
they  liave  done  at  Northampton. 

6695.  Is  that  practically  of  any  use? — I  should 
think  the  Corporation  would  find  themselves  in  a 
difficult  position  if  they  were  asked  to  weigh  500  head 
of  cattle.  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  do  it  during 
the  market  time ;  it  is  hardly  doing  what  the  Act 
requires. 

6696.  You  seem  to  doubt  the  possibility  of  getting 
official  prices  in  this  country  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
possible,  but  I  am  sure  the  Commission  will  see  that 
there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  passing  an  enactment 
which  said  you  shall  not  sell  your  animals  in  the 
market  without  submitting  them  to  the  weighing 
machine  and  making  a  statement  disclosing  what  you 
have  made  of  the  animal.  Perhaps  there  is  not  so 
much  in  the  objection  to  disclose  the  price  realised, 
oecause  there  is  a  disclosure  of  the  prices  at  every 
auction  sale,  the  biddings  being  open. 

6697.  For  all  practical  purposes  it  would  be  quite 
sufficient  to  get  quotations  from  two  or  three  of  the 
chief  markets,  would  it  not  ? — Yes,  in  diffisrent  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

6698.  And  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  weigh  a 
certain  number  of  beasts  of  each  class  ? — That  would 
be  all  that  would  be  necessary. 

6699.  There  would  not  be  any  great  difficulty  in 
that  ? — ^No.  The  prices  fetched  at  different  times  in 
the  day  in  a  market  will  vary  very  much.  A  ti-ain 
may  come  in  from  the  Midland  counties  in  the  afler- 
noon  bringing  people  who  want  one-  particular  class 
of  animal. 

6700.  How  do  you  think  it  would  work  if  in  the 
cliief  towns  you  had  an  inspector  whose  duty  it  was 
to  weigh  a  certain  number  of  animals  of  each  class 
and  ascertain  the  price  ? — ^There  would  be  this  diffi- 
culty, that  you  might  be  interfering  with  the  removal 
of  animals  after  they  had  been   bought,  and   then 


comes  in  that  nice  question  of  making  a  person  dis- 
close the  financial  part  of  his  business.  I  think  you 
might  get  the  information  you  want  from  the  auc- 
tioneers. I  think  that  something  might  be  done  vrith 
them  in  the  way  of  requiring  them  to  make  a  return 
of  the  weight  and  the  prices  of  all  or  some  of  the 
animals  they  sell,  because  you  do  require  that  in  the 
case  of  corn  dealers,  the  d^der  is  obliged  to  give  the 
price  he  has  given  for  the  corn,  and  in  an  mdirect 
way  the  weight  of  com,  because  the  Weights  Act 
reduces  the  Imperial  quarter  into  weight. 

6701.  If  you  only  weighed  a  certain  number  of 
beasts  that  each  auctioneer  sold  you  could  not  leave 
the  selection  of  those  beasts  to  the  auctioneer  ? — No. 

6702.  ( Chairman.)  Have  you  anything  to  add  on 
the  subject  of  official  quotations  ? — I  think  the  official 
quotations  which  would  be  published  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  if  the  collection  and  publication  of  them  were 
entrusted  to  that  department,  would  be  frequently  re- 
ferred to,  or  would  be  regularly  referred  to,  by  agents 
and  landowners  when  they  were  endeavouring  t6 
arrive  arbitrarily  at  rental  values.  At  present  all  the 
evidence  they  get  is  from  the  newspapers,  which  really 
goes  for  nothing.  It  has  always  been  a  surprise  to  me 
why  grass  ]and  has  dropped  as  it  has  done  during  this 
depression  of  agriculture  in  the  Midland  counties ;  it 
has  dropped  in  a  most  extraordinary  way  ;  and  I  think 
if  we  had  that  dropping  ofP  upon  grass  land  stated 
side  by  side  with  the  official  quotations  as  to  tho 
value  of  meat,  we  should  have  a  problem  put  before 
us  extremely  difficult  to  work  out,  a  problem  which 
you  could  not  quite  solve  by  the  test  of  the  prices 
of  produce.  In  Scotland  rents  are  adjusted  upon 
corn  averages ;  but  in  England  you  can  do  nothing 
in  the  way  of  adjusting  rents  by  the  value  of  meat 
on  account  of  the  want  of  any  official  or  accurate 
information  as  to  its  value  in  the  market.  Then  T 
think  we  are  in  a  much  better  position  now  to  ask 
the  Government  to  secure  us  officisd  quotations,  because 
we  have  made  this  great  step  that  in  every  large 
market  there  is  the  means  of  obtaining  the  live  weight 
through  the  machine.  Then,  again,  there  is  a  great 
difference  in  the  mode  of  selling  animals  now,  there 
being  such  a  large  amount  of  stock  sold  by  auction 
compared  to  what  there  used  to  be.  With  sales  by 
auction,  and  with  the  weighing  machine,  it  seems  to 
me  that  in  a  good  many  of  the  principal  markets  in 
England,  if  not  in  all,  there  would  be  no  very  great 
difficulty  in  getting  at  official  quotations  after  exist- 
ing prejudices  were  removed. 

6703.  {Mr.  Mahony,)  Do  you  mean  that  the  fall 
in  the  value  of  grass  land  in  the  Midland  counties  haa 
been  proportionately  larger  than  the  fall  in  other 
districts  ? — Yes,  it  is  one  of  the  strangest  things ; 
nowhere  in  England  has  the  depression  of  agriculture 
been  more  felt  than  in  Northamptonshire  and  Leices- 
tershire. The  very  best  grass  land,  of  which  the  area 
is  not  extensive,  worth  3/.  to  3/.  Zs.  an  acre,  has  not 
been  thrown  on  the  market,  but  take  ordinarily  good 
land,  the  value  has  gone  down  to  an  extent  that  cannot, 
in  my  opinion,  be  accounted  for  by  the  drop  in  the 
price  of  meat. 


The  witness  withdrew. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Swan. 


Mr.  Thomas  Swan  examined. 


6704.  (  Chairman.)  You  are  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  John  Swan  and  Sons,  Live  Stock  Agents, 
carrying  on  business  in  several  different  places  in 
Scotland  ? — Yes. 

6705.  Will  you  name  the  places  ? — We  have  regular 
establishments  at  Perth,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  St. 
Boswells,  and  Earlston. 

6706.  You  do  a  very  large  business  in  those 
markets? — Yes. 

6707.  In  selling  both  store  and  fat  cattle  consigned 
to  you  for  sale  by  farmers  and  others  ? — ^Yes. 

6708.  You  sell  by  private  sale  as  well  as  by  auction  ? 
—Yes. 


6709.  You  have  a  very  large  business  in  Edinburgh  ? 
—Yes. 

6710.  How  often  are  your  sales  there? — Every 
Tuesday  for  fat  stock. 

6711.  And  for  lean? — And  for  lean  on  Wednes- 
days. 

6712.  Where  are  those  sales  held  ? — In  the  cattle 
market  on  the  Wednesdays,  and  on  our  own  premises 
at  the  hay  market  on  Tuesdays. 

6713.  Your  own  premises  being  within  the  limits  of 
the  Edinburgh  market  ? — Yes. 

6714.  And  you  pay  tolls  on  the  stock  sold  on  your 
own  premises  ? — ^Tes,  the  corporation  exact  tolls  on 
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everything  sold  within  a  radius  of  two  miles  of  the 
poliee  bonndary. 

6715.  What  is  the  amount  of  those  tolls  ? — id.  a 
bullock  and  Is.  a  score  of  sheep. 

6716.  Will  you  give  us  some  idea  of  the  extent  of 
jour  sales  ? — We  sell  on  an  average  from  800  to  1,500 
fat  cattle  a  week,  and  duiing  the  autumn,  including 
stores  and  fat  we  sometimes  sell  as  many  as  4,000,  a 
week.  I  should  think  we  average  5,000  sheep  a  week 
all  through  the  year. 

6717.  Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  selling 
stock  by  live  weiglit  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

671H.  Will  you  give  us  the  result  of  your  experience  ? 
— ^I  had  seen  the  system  of  selling  by  weight  univer- 
sally adopted  in  America,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  the  proper  mode  of  selling.  Our  system  is 
this  : — ^we  have  a  weighing  machine  inside  the  auction 
ring  where  the  man  stands,  and  as  a  lot  comes  into 
the  ring  he  marks  the  weight  on  a  slate.  Then  as 
each  account  sale  is  furnished  we  put  the  live  weight 
in  the  margin  and  send  it  as  part  of  the  account  to 
the  sender,  showing  how  much  per  cwt.  his  cattle 
makes.  One  advantage  of  this  system  is  that  the 
cattle  are  much  more  levelly  sold  than  if  they  are  sold 
off-hand. 

6719.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  getting 
butchers  and  dealers  to  buy  cattle  that  have  been 
weighed  ? — ^Not  the  slightest. 

6720.  Because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  your  auction 
ring  they  have  no  opportunity  of  buying  cattle  that 
have  not  been  weighed  ? — ^No,  the  weight  is  put  up 
before  them. 

6721.  Tou  weigh  the  animal  and  publish  the  weight 
and  the  result  is  that  you  get  a  more  even  price  ? — It 
does  not  alter  much  ;  if  the  quality  is  similar  I  do  not 
think  the  difference  between  one  sale  and  another  on 
the  same  day  would  be  3d,  a  cwt. 

6722.  When  you  return  the  account  of  your  sale 
to  your  employer  you  put  in  the  account  the  live 
weight  ? — Yes. 

6723.  And  the  price  realised? — Yes;  there  are 
many  English  dealers  who  come  from  Yorkshire  to 
Edinburgh,  and  sometimes  they  will  buy  the  animals 
privately  according  to  the  weight  given  them  by  the 
foreman. 

6724.  You  find  that  buyers  put  different  values  upon 
cattle  according  to  different  breeds,  different  degrees 
of  fatness,  and  different  ages  ? — Yes. 

6725.  That  they  do  for  themselves  ?— Yes. 

6726.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  quoting 
prices  of  different  grades  of  animals  ?— No. 

6727.  You  have  calculated  from  a  large  number  of 
instances  what  the  results  have  been  per  unit  of  live 
weight  ? — Yes. 

6728.  Should  you  be  able  to  give  us  a  return  classi- 
fying the  cattle  sold  by  breeds,  quality,  and  fatness, 
and  giving  the  live  weight  fasted,  the  actual  ascer- 
tained weight  of  the  meat ;  the  per«centage  of  the  live 
weight  as  represented  by  the  meat  and  the  price 
realised  per  imperial  stone  of  lire  weight  ? — Certainly  ; 
I  will  furnish  the  Commission  with  such  a  table.  See 
Appendix  E. 

6729.  You  have  had  no  difficulty  I  understand  in 
selling  stock  with  the  weights  attached,  and  you  have 
had  no  difficulty  in  getting  from  the  butchers  in  a 
great  many  instances  the  actual  weights  of  dead  meat  ? 
— I  have  found  them  very  willing  to  give  them. 

6730.  Taking  ordinary  fat  stock,  what  is  your  view 
of  the  per-centage  of  carcass  meat  that  they  would 
yield  ? — I  should  think  that  Irish  bullocks  fairly  fed 
would  yield  about  57  per  cent. ;  Irish  cattle  winter  fed 
in  Scotland  ought  to  yield  about  59  per  cent.  I  should 
think  a  good  black  polled  bullock  should  dress  about 
62  per  cent.,  and  I  should  think  a  shorthorned  bullock 
bought  in  last  autumn,  a  year  and  a  half  old,  should 
dress  rather  over  that.  If  you  get  young  animals  that 
have  never  lost  their  calf  flesh  they  dress  more  per  cent. 

6731.  You  also  sell  store  stock  by  weight,  do  you 
not  ? — No,  we  do  not  sell  them  by  weight ;  we  some- 
times weigh  them  just  as  an  experiment. 


6732.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  irrespective  of  the  pro-     ^'•^2^^*^w««« 
portionate  weight,  is  there  a  difference  in  the  value  of         *jwiii, 
foreign   and    English    cattle  ? — Yes,  the    difference     e  Jnlj  1888. 

between  the  value  of  a  good  Jutland  bullock  and  a       

useful  home  one  would  be  about  6s.  a  cwt. 

6733.  In  favour  of  which  F—The  home. 

6734.  Do  you  find  any  difficulty  in  comparii^  the 
quotations  of  different  markets  in  consequence  of  the 
various  weights  used  ? — Yes,  I  do ;  the  stone  varies  in 
different  parts  of  England,  in  London  the  weight 
to  the  stone  is  8  lbs.,  in  Liverpool  14  lbs.,  in  Leeds 
16  lbs.,  in  Manchester  20  lbs.  (they  count  there  by  the 
score) ;  and  in  Edinburgh  it  is  17 j[  Ihs.  to  the  stone. 

6735.  What  is  the  origin  of  that  ?— It  is  the  Dutch 
stone  ;  of  coiu*se  it  is  very  perplexing  to  anybody  who 
does  not  know  the  different  weights  to  read  the  differ- 
ent market  reports.  I  consider  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  uniform  weight  applying  to  all  markets,  people 
would  then  understand  better  what  they  were  about. 

6736.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  obtain 
official  quotations  of  prices  in  the  leading  markets  ? — 
I  do  ;  people  would  accept  such  quotations  as  l)eing 
more  thoroughly  accurate  than  any  obtainable  now. 

6737.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  practically 
to  obtain  them  ? — Nothing  could  be  more  easily  done. 
In  Glasgow,  for  instance,  there  is  a  weighing  madiine 
on  which  the  animals  sold  by  the  auctioneer  are 
weighed,  and  anybody  could  see  the  weight  of  every 
bullock  that  was  sold.  It  is  an  open  auction,  and  any 
one  could  ascertain  the  price  fetched. 

6738.  Where  sales  were  made  privately  there 
might  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  people  to  disclose  the 
amount  that  was  realised,  might  there  not  ?— Yes,  but 
in  an  auction  sale,  of  course,  throughout  the  sale  you 
have  the  general  run  of  all  the  classes  of  cattle  on 
offer. 

6739.  The  prices  there  must  be  public  ? — ^Yes,  they 
are  bound  to  be  public. 

6740.  Is  a  very  large  proportion  of  your  stock  sold 
by  auction  now  ? — We  sell  by  auction  just  now  in  the 
Edinburgh  Market,  on  an  average,  600  fat  cattle  a 
week,  those  being  all  weighed.  Then  there  is 
another  firm  who  sell  about  300. 

6741.  Do  they  sell  by  auction  ? — Yes,  but  they 
have  no  weights.  Then  there  is  the  other  market, 
which  is  now  very  small ;  there  are  not  more  than  50 
fat  cattle  a  week  sold  there.  In  Glasgow  nearly  all 
the  stock  is  sold  by  auction.  There  are  five  auction 
rings  in  the  market.  At  Perth  all  the  stock  is  sold 
by  auction. 

6742.  If  we  could  obtain  the  results  of  the  auction 
sales  we  might  disregard  the  others  ;  they  would  be 
fully  representative  ? — Perfectly. 

6743.  You  think  there  woidd  be  no  objection  on 
the  part  of  auctioneers  to  supply  the  information  ? — 
Not  the  slightest. 

6744.  You  yourself  would  not  object  to  furnish  it  ? 
— I  should  be  glad  to  send  it  in  every  week. 

6745.  That  is  to  say,  the  actual  weights  and  the 
prices  realised  ? — Yes. 

6746.  Those  would  be  facts  indisputable  ? — Yes. 

6747.  If  you  get  the  live  weight  and  the  price 
realised  you  have  a  fact  to  deal  with  ? — Yes. 

6748.  That  is  what  you  have  not  got  at  the  present 
time  generally  ? — Just  so. 

6749.  {Mr,  Mahony.)  In  selling  cattle  by  auction 
do  you  make  any  statement  as  to  how  they  have  been 
fed  ? — Yes ;  the  foreman  sends  in  a  slip  saying  where 
the  cattle  are  from.  Where  cattle  are  coming  nearly 
every  week  firom  the  same  place  the  butchers  get 
acquainted  with  them,  and  they  know  whether  they 
will  kill  well  or  not.  Cattle  coming  from  a  particular 
farmget  a  reputation. 

6750.  The  manner  in  which  they  have  been  fed 
some  months  beforehand  has  a  bearing  upon  the  per- 
centage of  meat  compared  with  the  Uve  weight  ? — 
Decidedly. 

6751.  You  can  judge  of  the  quality  pretty  well  by 
handling  ? — Yes. 

6752.  But  you  cannot  judge  with  absolute  accuracy 
as  r^ards  the  per-centage  of  meat  in  the  live  weight ; 
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it  depends  to  a  certain  extent  on  how  the  animals 
have  been  treated? — Certainly.  Sometimes  when  I 
have  been  selling  I  have  said  to  the  butchers^  This  will 
dress  63  per  cent. 

6763.  Do  you  think  you  can  depend  on  the  butchers' 
returns  of  dead  weight  ? — Yes ;  in  compiling  this  table 
which  I  shpll  send  you  I  will  send  a  man  to  see  the 
animals  weighed.  I  will  ask  the  butcher  to  keep  the 
hides  so  that  the  cattle  may  be  identified. 

6764.  Do  you  sell  sheep  by  weight? — Never;  I 
have  tested  them  by  weighing  them;  we  generally 
find  newly-clipped  sheep  yield  8  lbs.  of  mutton  out  of 
14.  J 

6765.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  selling  sheep 
by  weight  ? — 1  do  not  think  there  would. 

6756.  You  sell  sheep  in  the  pen  together  ? — Yes. 

6757.  You  would  weigh  the  whole  pen  together  ? — 
Yes ;  one  man  in  Edinburgh  will  buy  800  to  send  to 
the  London  market. 

6768.  Is  there  a  smaller  proportion  of  meat  to  live 
weight  in  a  Jutland  bullock  than  in  a  home-grown 
one  ? — I  am  not  sure  about  that.  I  think  a  well-fed 
Jutland  bullock  will  yield  on  the  average,  if  it  is  a 
really  good  one,  57  to  58  per  cent. ;  if  a  rough  one  it 
will  not  yield  above  53  per  cent. 

6759.  The  quality  of  a  Jutland  bullock  is  inferior 
to  that  of  a  home-grown  bullock  ? — A  Jutland  bullock 
is  not  worth  so  much  money  as  a  Scotch  bullock. 

6760.  It  is  in  the  quality,  not  in  the  per-centage, 
of  meat  that  the  difference  lies  ? — Quite  so. 

6761 .  With  regard  to  the  different  weights  to  the 
stone  in  different  markets,  what  weight  would  you 
suggest  as  the  standard? — 14  lbs.  to  the  imperial 
stone. 

6762.  Do  you  think  that,  if  any  legislation  were  to 
take  place  on  this  subject,  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  the  opportunity  to  introduce  the  decimal  system  of 
weight  ? — I  would  not  object  to  that. 

6763.  You  say  they  have  weighing  machines  in  the 
Glasgow  market  ? — ^Yes 

6764.  Do  they  belong  to  the  market  or  to  the  auc- 
tioneers ? — ^They  belong  to  the  auctioneers.  They 
have  one  steelvard  that  they  can  weigh  two  bullocks 
on  in  the  market  as  well. 

6766.  On  your  machine  can  you  weigh  a  number 
of  bullocks  together  ? — We  can  weigh  nine. 

6766.  Do  you  weigh  a  number  together? — Yes. 
This  week  I  showed  eight  cattle  in  a  lot,  having 
weighed  them.  1  could  not  get  the  prices  I  wanted 
for  them,  and  I  re-weighed  them  in  pairs,  and  they 
came  out  the  identical  weight  that  they  went  in  at. 

6767.  In  Glasgow  do  other  auctioneers  sell  by 
weight  as  well  as  yourself  ? — Yes,  one. 

6768.  And  in  Perth? — No,  there  are  no  animals 
sold  by  weight  in  Perth  as  yet;  they  are  sold  by 
auction  off-hand.  In  Aberdeen  the  auctioneers  have 
scales,  and  the  qualities  and  the  live  weights  are  given 
by  the  Agi'icultural  Society,  and  the  prices  are  quoted. 
Both  in  Liverpool  and  Dublin  the  sy.steni  is  now  being 
introduced  of  selling  by  weight. 

6769.  Are  animals  sold  by  auction  in  Liverpool  and 
Dublin  ? — No,  privately.  Neither  in  Liverpool  nor  in 
Dublin  are  there  any  auction  sales.  The  salesmen 
have  put  up  weighing  machines  in  deference  'to  public 
opinion,  and  now  they  advertise  that  they  will  sell 
animals  by  live  weight  at  either  market,  and  quote  the 
prices. 

6770.  In  that  respect  Islington  market  is  rather 
behindhand  ? — Yes,  both  the  salesmen  and  the  butchers 
there  seem  to  have  very  conservative  ideas;  they 
think  they  are  good  enough  judges  without  weights. 

6771.  Your  experience  is  that  the  weight  materially 
assists  you  ? — That  is  my  experience. 

6772.  I  presume  you  would  be  as  good  a  judge  of 
cattle  without  weights  as  most  people  ? — I  know  some- 
thing about  them. 

6773.  Yet  you  consider  that  you  derive  considerable 
assistance  from  weights  ? — ^^Undoubtedly. 

6774.  Is  it  the  fact  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  of 
money  value  per  cwt.  live  weight  between  cattle  oi 


the  same  live  weight,  but  of  different  breeds  and  ages  ? 
— Yes. 

6775.  Is  that  owing  to  a  difference  in  the  quality  of 
the  meat  ? — ^Yes. 

6776.  Would  there  be  a  difference  in  the  per-centage 
of  meat  to  live  weight  P — Yes. 

6777.  Do  young  animals  give  less  than  old? — ^If 
they  have  never  lost  their  calf  flesh  they  will  yield  a 
much  larger  per-centage  than  an  Irish  store  bullock 
brought  in  last  autumn. 

6778.  Would  you  see  that  at  once  by  looking  at 
the  animal  ? — Yes. 

6779.  Then,  as  regards  breeds,  do  some  breeds 
produce  more  meat  than  others  ? — Yes. 

6780.  Which  is  the  best  ?— I  should  thmk  a  good 
polled  Ansus  would  yield  as  much  per  cent,  as  any 
other  breed  I  know. 

6781.  More  than  a  shorthorn? — A  shorthorn  would 
come  next.  There  would  be  no  difference  under  equal 
circumstances  in  the  full  breds  if  they  had  the  same 
treatment  right  through.  A  polled  Angus  bullock 
fed  since  it  was  a  calf  and  a  shorthorn  bullock  fed 
since  it  was  a  caM  and  both  slaughtered  at  the  same 
age  would  be  as  near  as  possible  alike. 

6782.  I  was  surprised  to  notice  in  the  per-centages 
you  gave  that  the  polled  Angus  came  second  ? — Very 
frequently  it  is  the  case. 

6783.  It  was  on  account  of  different  treatment  ? — 
Yes. 

6784.  How  are  the  prices  quoted  in  the  Edinburgh  ? 
— I  quote  them  always  by  the  imperial  stone;  in 
Glasgow  I  quote  them  by  the  cwt. ;  in  Edinburgh  the 
prices  are  generally  quoted  by  the  imperial  stone. 

6786.  Aire  there  other  auctioneers  in  Edinburgh 
who  give  reports  ? — Oliver  and  Sons  issue  reports. 

6786.  Do  they  sell  by  weight  ?— No.  ^ 

6787.  How  do  their  quotations  compare  with  yours  ? 
— They  are  generally  higher.  In  E^burgh  there  is 
a  market  reporter  who  goes  round  amongst  the  sales- 
men and  takes  their  quotations  and  compiles  a  report. 

6788.  Is  that  report  a  sort  of  conglomeration  of 
them  all  ? — Yes. 

6789.  Yours  would  come  into  the  average? — We 
publish  our  own  report  every  market  we  attend ;  then 
we  send  a  weekly  report  of  the  live-stock  trade  of 
Scotland  every  Friday,  and  send  it  to  the  principal 
papers.  We  are  generally  considerably  under  the 
average  of  other  quotations. 

6790.  Under  the  average  of  other  quotations  in 
Edinburgh  ? — Yes. 

6791.  How  do  you  stand  in  Glasgow? — In  the 
same  manner. 

6792.  Under  the  others?— Yes:  the  fact  is  that 
that  report  of  ours  fixes  the  price  of  lots  of  cattle  sold 
at  home  to  local  butchers. 

6793.  {Chairman.)  Because  it  is  based  on  facts? — 
Certainly. 

6794.  The  other  quotations,  to  some  extent,  are 
guess  work  ? — Yes. 

6795.  {Mr.  Mahony.)  And  they  are  higher? — Yes. 

6796.  At  Aberdeen  you  do  not  sell  ? — No. 

6797.  At  Perth  you  sell  ?— Yes. 

6798.  But  not  by  weight  ?— No. 

6799.  Do  you  find  that  your  quotations  in  Perth 
ai-e  about  the  same  as  those  of  other  people  ? — Our 
quotations  are  generally  lowest. 

6800.  How  do  the  Perth  reports  compare  with  the 
Edinburgh  ones ;  is  there  much  difference  in  price  ? — 
No  ;  I  sold  a  iot  of  cattle  at  Perth  on  Monday ;  they 
came  to  Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  and  they  were  sold 
there  off-hand ;  they  were  scaled,  and  they  y\st  left 
\0s,  a  piece  to  pay  expenses,  which  V70uld  barely  cover 
expenses. 

6801.  Do  you  sell  in  Edinburgh  yourself? — Yes. 
6H02.  And  in  Perth  ? — ^Yes ;  twice  a  week. 

6803.  That  would  account  for  your  prices  being 
lower  than  other  people's  in  Perth.  You  sell  by 
weight  in  Edinburgh,  and  your  eye  gets  accustomed 
to  judge  more  accurately  of  the  exact  weight  ? — ^Yes. 

68M.  And  you  apply  that  in  Perth? — ^Until  the 
last  few  years  we  had  no  other  system  of  selling 
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except  bj  the  eje.  When  I  go  to  Perth  I  make  up 
my  mind  what  the  cattle  will  weigh  and  ask  a  certain 
price  for  them. 

6805.  Yon  make  up  your  mind  after  having  been 
tutored,  as  it  were,  for  Aome  years  by  the  actual 
weights  in  Edinburgh? — ^Yes;  I  can  tell  pretty 
nearly  what  they  will  wdgh  dead  or  alive. 

6806.  You  see  no  dimculty  in  getting  returns  ? — 
Not  the  least. 

6807.  Do  you  contemplate  at  all  introducing  the 
sale  of  sheep  by  weight  ? — In  the  case  of  sheep  the 
wool  would  be  such  a  varying  quantity  that  the  live 
weight  would  not  be  anything  to  go  by. 

6808.  ( Chairman,)  Even  a  wet  day  would  make  a 
great  deal  of  difference  ? — ^Yes. 


6809.  {Mr,  Mahony,)  Still  in  America  they  are 
sold  by  weight  ? — Yes. 

6810.  And  pigs  also  ? — ^Yes. 

6811.  Pigs  are  not  sold  by  weight  in  Scotland? — No. 
Another  great  advantage  that  I  see  in  selling  cattle  by 
weight  is  that  it  educates  the  farmers  to  see  the 
different  classes  of  cattle  likely  to  pay  them  best  for 
keeping. 

6812.  {Chairman,)  They  would  attend  the  market 
and  watch  the  result  ? — Yes. 

6813.  We  may  assume  that  as  the  advantage  was 
found  of  selling  and  buying  by  live  weight  the 
practice  would  extend  ? — Yes. 

6814.  You  think  the  system  is  bound  to  extend 
itself? — Yes,  certainly. 


Mr.  Thomas 
Swan, 

6  July  1888. 
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Royal  Commission  on  Market  Rights  and  Tolls,  32,  Abingdon  Street,  S,W, 

QuxBiEB  I0&  Local  Authosities  who  own  Maeksis. 

Name  of  IHsUrict 

Cotmty 


1.  Name,    sitaation,    and    nature    of   the    markets. 
(^0^.— State  the  prihcipcJ  articles  sold.) 

2    How  were  the  market  rights  acquired  by  the 
local  authority  P 

a.  If  by  charter,  the  date  and  particulars  of  the 

charter  or  charters. 

b.  K  by  prescription,  the  date  of  the  earliest  record 

of  the  market  right. 

c.  If  by  purchase,  the  date  of  the  purchase. 

d.  If  established  under  the  Local  Government  Acts 

or  the  Public  Health  Act,  the  date  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  market. 

e.  If  established  under  local  Act,  the  date  Mid  title  of 

the  Act. 

3.  If  the  market  rights  were  acquired  by  purchase — 
a.  From  whom  were  they  purchased,  and  how  were 

the  market  rights  originally  acquired  P 
h.  The  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the  purchase. 

c.  Whether  market  buildings  or  land  were  included 

in  the  purchase ;  and  if  so, 

d.  What  sum  was  paid  in  respect  of  such  buildings 

or  land  P 

4.  If  the  market  rights  are  held  on  lease — 
a.  The  date  of  the  last  lease. 

h.  The  term  of,  and  special  conditions,  if  any,  in  the 

lease, 
c.  What  rental  is  paid  under  the  lease  P 

5.  On  what  days  is  the  market  held  P 

6.  What  market  accommodation  has  been  provided 
by  the  local  authority  P 

(Full  details  to  be  furnished.) 

7.  To  what  extent  are  the  markets  held  in  the  open 
streets,  and  how  long  have  they  been  so  held  P 

8.  What  is  the  estimated  amount  of  the  capital 
expenditure  which  has  been  incurred  by  the  local 
authority  in  respect  of  the  market,  inclusive  of  pur- 
chase of  market  tolls  and  other  rights,  distinguishmg, 
if  possible,  what  has  been  paid  for  each  P 

9.  Whether  moneys  have  been  borrowed  in  respect 
of  the  markets.    If  so — 

a.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  money  which  has 
been  so  borrowed  P 

h.  What  amount  is  now  outstanding  in  respect  of  the 
loans  P 

0.  What  are  the  dates,  periods  for  repayment,  and 
terms  of  repayment  of  each  of  the  several  loans 
now  outstanding  P 

d.  Whether  it  is  thought  probable  that  any,  and 
what  further,  loans  will  shortly  be  required  P 

10.  What  has  been  the  average  annual  expenditure 
during  the  three  years  ended  25th  March  1887,  or  to 
the  latest  date  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up,  out 
of  revenue,  or  rates,  or  other  sources  in  respect  of  the 
market — 

a.  For  principal  and  interest  of  loans,  or  for  sinking 
fund  for  repayment  of  loans  P 

h.  For  officers  of  the  markets,  and  care  and  super- 
vision of  the  market  P 

c.  For  repairs  P 

d.  For  removal  of  refuse  and  cleansing  P 
0.  For  other  purposes,  specifying  them  P 


11.  What  has  been  the  average  amount  of  the  gross 
receipts  from  the  market  during  the  three  years  ended 
26th  March  1887,  or  to  the  latest  date  to  which  the 
accounts  are  made  up,  specifying  the  amounts  respec- 
tively received  from — 

a.  Tolls. 

b.  Bents. 

c.  Stallages. 

d.  Other  receipts,  giving  the  particulars. 

12.  What  are  the  highest  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages 
which  the  local  authority  are  empowered  to  levy  in 
the  market,  and  what  are  the  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages 
actually  levied,  and  how  long  has  the  present  scale 
been  in  operation  P 

(N.B. — It  will  be  convenient  if  a  printed  copy  of 
the  scale  be  annexed.) 

13.  What  regulations  have  been  made  by  the  local 
authority,  and  are  now  in  force,  with  reference  to  the 
market  P 

(N.B. — It  is  desired  that  copies  of  any  such 
regulations  should  be  forwarded.) 

14.  Are  any  records  kept  of  the  prices  of  commodities 
sold  in  the  market  P 

15.  In  what  ratio  do  market  tolls  and  dues  stand  to 
the  value  of  the  marketable  commodities  on  which  they 
are  levied  P 

(N.B. — It  will  be  convenient  if  this  information 
is  given,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  reference  to 
the  value  of  particular  marketable  commodities 
specially  named.) 

16.  Within  what  distances,  and  during  what  times, 
are  the  market  rights  enforceable  on  the  sale  of  goods 
outside  the  market  building  P 

17.  To  what  extent  are  sales  on  market  days,  other- 
wise than  in  shops  and  in  market  buildincfs,  pro- 
hibited P 

18.  Is  there  any  regulation  of  the  market  requiring 
any  transactions  to  bo  made  through  particular  agents, 
fJEM^tors,  or  brokers  P 

19.  From  what  districts  do  the  articles  sold  in  the 
market  come,  and  is  there  any  restriction  in  this 
respect  P 

20.  To  what  extent,  if  at  all,  have  market  rights, 
market  byelaws  and  regulations,  market  tolls,  rents, 
stallages,  and  dues  and  tolls,  affecting  the  market  town, 
been  complained  of  as  restrictive  of  trade  P 

21.  Has  the  present  accommodation  offered  by  the 
market  been  complained  of  as  insufficient  and  unsuitable 
for  the  local  trade  P 

22.  K  the  local  authority  have  granted  a  lease  of  the 
tolls  and  other  rights,  for  what  term,  and  on  what 
conditions  as  to  payment,  have  the  tolls  and  other 
rights  been  leased;  and  what  are  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  local  authority  to  consider  the 
arrangement  of  leasing  desirable  P 

23.  What  are  the  views  of  the  local  authority  as  to 
the  expediency  of  placing  restrictions  on  the  sale,  outside 
the  market  buildings,  of  goods  that  may  be  lawfully  sold 
in  the  market  ? 
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24  What  are  the  views  of  the  local  authority  as  to 
provision  heing  made  that  the  tolls  and  other  rights  of 
the  markets  held  by  local  authorities  shall  be  from  time 
to  time  revised,  wifli  a  view  to  their  being  regulated  by 
the  necessary  expenditure  in  connexion  with  the  markets, 
and  ihat  the  markets  shall  be  free  and  open  when  the 
capital  charges  in  respect  of  them  have  been  pedd  off 
by  the  incomes  from  the  markets  or  otherwise  P 
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State  whether,  in  their  opinion,  a  charge  should 
be  made  for  meeting  the  expenses  of  maintenance. 

26.  What  alterations,  if  any,  in  the  existing  law 
relating  to  markets  do  the  local  authontv  consider 
desirable  P 

26.  The  information  above  desired  is  requested  also 
with  regard  to  any  fair  held  within  your  jurisdiction. 


FOEM   B. 

QUSBIES  fOE  OWNSBS  01  MaSKBIS,   NOT  BBINO  LoCAL  AUTHOKITIES. 

Name  ofDwtriot 

CowrUy      


1.  Name,  situation,  and  nature  of  the  market. 
{Note, — State  the  principle  articles  sold.) 

2.  How  were  the  market  rights  originally  acquired  P 
a.  If  by  charter,   the  date  and  particulars  of  the 

chjMPter. 

h.  If  by  prescription,  what  is  the  earliest  record  of 
the  market  rights,  and  the  date  of  such  record  P 

0.  If  under  a  local  Act,  the  date  and  title  of  the  Act. 

3.  If  the  market  rights  were  acquired  by  the  present 
owner  by  purchase — 

a.  From  whom  were  they  purchased  P 

b.  The  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the  purchase. 

c.  Whether  market  buildings  or  land  were  included 

in  the  purchase  :  and  if  so, 

d.  What  sum  was  paid  in  respect  of  the  buildings  or 

landP 

4.  On  what  days  is  the  market  held  P 

5.  What  market  accommodation  has  been  provided  P 
Furnish  full  details. 

6.  To  what  extent  are  the  markets  held  in  the  open 
streets,  and  how  long  have  they  been  so  held  P 

7.  What  is  the  estimated  amount  of  the  capital 
expenditure  which  has  been  incurred  in  respect  of  the 
provision  of  market  accommodation  P 

8.  What  officers  are  employed  by  the  owner  in  con- 
nexion with  the  market  P 

What  are  their  duties  P 

What  is  their  remuneration  P 

9.  Is  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  reftise  and  cleansing 
of  the  streets,  in  connexion  with  the  holding  of  the 
market,  borne  by  the  owner  of  the  market  p 

If  not,  by  whom  is  it  borne  ? 

10.  What  has  been  the  average  annual  expenditure 
during  the  three  years  ended  25th  March  1887,  or  to  the 
latest  date  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up,  out  of 
revenue  or  other  sources  in  respect  of  the  market^ 

a.  For  officers  of  the  market  ? 

6.  For  repairs  P 

c.  For  remoyal  of  refuse  and  cleansing  P 

d.  For  other  purposes,  specifying  them  P 

11.  What  has  been  the  average  amount  of  gross 
receipts  from  the  market  during  the  three  years  ended 
25th  March  1887,  or  to  the  latest  date  to  which  the 
accounts  are  made  up,  specifying  the  amounts  respec- 
tively received  from— 

a.  Tolls. 

b,  BentB. 


c.  Stallages. 

d.  Other  receipts,  giving  the  particulars. 

12.  What  are  the  highest  tolls,  rents,  and  stalWes 
which  the  owner  is  empowered  to  levy  in  the  market, 
and  what  are  the  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages  actually 
levied,  and  how  long  has  the  present  scale  been  in 
operation  P 

(NB. — It  will  be  convenient  if  a  printed  copy  of 
the  scale  be  annexed.) 

13.  What  rules,  if  any,  have  been  made  by  the  owner 
and  are  now  in  force,  with  reference  to  the  market  P     ' 

(It  is  desired  that  copies  of  any  such  rules  be 
forwarded.) 

14.  Are  any  records  kept  of  the  prices  of  commodities 
sold  m  the  market? 

15.  In  what  ratio  do  market  tolls  and  dues  stand  to 
the  value  df  the  marketable  commodities  on  which  thev 
are  levied  P  ^ 

(N.B.— It  will  be  convenient  if  this  information 
IS  given  as  far  as  practicable  with  reference  to  the 
value  of  particular  marketable  commodities  specially 

16.  Within  what  distance,  and  durmg  what  times 
are  the  market  rights  enforceable  with  regard  to  the 
sale  of  goods  outside  the  market  buildings  P 

17.  To  what  extent  are  sales  on  market  days,  other- 

f?i??.  ?^  ^  ^*^^P^  ^^^  '"    market    buildings,   pro- 
hibited P  °      ^ 

18.  Is  there  any  regulation  of  the  market  requiring 
any  transaction  to  be  made  through  particular  agents 
factors,  or  brokers  P  ••  -b        » 

19.  From  what  districts  do  the  articles  sold  in  the 
market  come,  and  is  thei-e  any  restriction  in  this 
respeotP 

20.  EEas  the  present  accommodation  afforded  by  the 
market  been  complained  of  as  insufficient  and  unsuitable 
for  the  local  trade  P 

21.  If  the  owner  has  granted  a  lease  of  the  tolls  and 
other  rights,  for  what  term,  and  «i  what  conditions 
have  the  tolls,  &c.  been  leased  P 

22.  Is  the  owner  in  favour  of  the  local  authorities 
obtaining  compulsory  powers  of  acquiring  market 
Tights  ? 

23.  What  alterations,  if  any,  in  the  existing  law 
relating  to  markets  does  the  owner  consider  desirable  P 

24.  The  information  above  desired  is  requested  also 
with  regard  to  any  fair  held  within  your  jurisdiction. 


V    5M70. 


Rr 
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ROTAL   COMMISSION  ON   MABKBT   RIGHTS  AND  TOLLS: 


Formic. 

Qussns  TOB  Local  Authobitiss  abIto  Mabkbts  not  owned  bt  theh. 


NameofDi9trict_ 


OowUy^ 


1.  Name,  sitaation,  and  nature  of  the  market. 
{Note. — State  the  principal  articles  sold.) 

2.  Name  and  address  of  the  present  owner  of  the 
market. 

3.  Whether  the  rights  have  been  leased  by  the 
owner. 

If  so,  name  and  address  of  the  lessee. 

4.  On  what  days  is  the  market  held  P 

5.  What  market  accommodation  has  been  provided, 
and  by  whom  P 

(N.B. — Fall  details  as  to  market  accommodation 
to  be  fnmidhed.) 

6.  To  what  extent  are  the  markets  held  in  the  open 
streets,  and  how  long  haye  they  been  so  held  P 

7.  What  officers  are  employed  in  connexion  with  the 
market  P 

8.  Is  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  refuse  and  cleansing 
of  the  streets,  in  connexion  with  the  holding  of  the 
market,  borne  by  the  owner  of  the  market  P 

If  not,  by  whom  is  it  borne  P 

If    borne  by    the  sanitary    authority,   what  is  the 
estimated  annual  expense  P 

9.  What  are  the  tolls,  rents,  and  stallages  which  are 
actually  levi^»  and  how  long  has  the  present  scale 
been  in  force  P 

10.  In  what  ratio  do  the  market  tolls  and  dues  stand 
to  the  value  of  the  markecabie  commodities  on  which 
they  are  levied  P 

(N.B. — It  will  be  convenient  if  this  information 
is  given,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  reference  to 
the  value  of  particular  marketable  commodities 
specially  named.) 


11.  Are  any  records  kept  of  the  prices  of  commodities 
sold  in  the  market  P 

12.  Within  what  distance,  and  daring  what  times, 
are  the  market  rights  enforceable  on  the  sale  of  goods 
outside  the  market  buildings  P 

13.  To  what  extent  are  sales  on  market  days,  other- 
wise than  in  shops  and  in  the  market  buildings, 
prohibited  P 

14r.  Is  there  any  regulation  of  the  market  requiring 
any  transactions  to  be  made  through  particular  agents, 
factors,  or  brokers  P 

15.  From  what  districts  do  the  articles  sold  in  the 
market  come,  and  is  there  any  restriction  in  this 
respect  P 

16.  To  what  extent,  if  at  all,  have  thb  market  rights, 
tolls,  dues,  rents,  stallages,  and  dues  and  tolls  affecting 
the  market  town,  been  complained  of  as  restrictive  of 
trade  P 

17.  Has  the  present  accommodation  afforded  by  the 
market  been  complained  of  as  insutficient  and  onsuitable 
for  the  local  trade  P 

18.  What  are  the  views  of  the  local  authority  as  to 
the  prohibition  or  regulation  of  the  leasing  of  tolls  P 

19.  What  are  the  view&  of  the  local  authority  as  to 
the  expediency  of  placing  restrictions  on  the  sale, 
outside  the  market  buildings,  of  goods  that  may  be 
lawfully  sold  in  the  market  P 

20.  Are  the  local  authority  in  favour  of  obtaining 
compulsory  powers  to  acquire  market  rights  P 

21.  What  alterations,  if  any,  in  the  existing  law 
relating  to  markets  do  the  local  authority  consider 
desirable  P 


D. 


FoBEiaN  Mabkets. 


The  Boyal  Commissioners  of  Market  Kights  and  Tolls  desire  to  obtain  information  as  to  Markets  in  Foreign 
Gountiies  on  the  following  points : 


L — Genbballt. 

(a.)  As  to  the  authority  under  which  markets  are 
held,  and  new  markets  are  established. 

(6.)  The  ownership  of  proprietary  rights. 

(c.)  The  powers  and  duties  of  market  authorities. 

(d.)  The  control  exercised  over  the  market  authorities 
by  the  State,  or  by  any  provincial  or  local  authority. 

IL — SFBdnOALLT. 

As  to  the  markets  in  the  following  cities : — 
New  York, 
Chicago, 
Boston, 
Berlin, 
Brussels, 
Paris, 
Vienna. 


1.  Are  market  rights  prescriptive  P 

or  created  by  statute  P 
or  by  speciiio  legislation  ? 

2.  How  are  new  markets  originated  P 

3.  In  establishing  new  markets,  is  any  consideration 
given  to  the  |)ossibie  ii^jury  to  be  done  by  such  estab- 
lishment to  existing  markets  in  the  immediate  vicinity  P 

4.  In  whom  are  market  rights  vested — 

Local  Authorities, 
Trading  Companies,  or 
Private  Persons  P 

5.  Have  market  authorities  the  power  of  prohibiting 
or  restricting  the  sale  of  goods  outside  of  their  market  r 
and  if  so,  within  what  limits  of  ipace  and  time  are  thete 
powers  exercised  P 
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6.  What  is  the  nAtare  of  the  oharges  made  for  the 
use  of  the  market  P 

(a.)  TolU. 

7.  Are  these  levied  on  persons  using  the  market,  as — 

BnyerB, 

Sellers,  or 

Middlemen, 
on  goods  brought  into  the  market  for  sale, 
on  goods  unsold  P 

(h)  StaUages. 

8.  Are  sellers  in  the  market  charged  for  standing 
ground  or  space  occupied  by  their  ^oods,  independently 
of  rents  for  accommodation  provided  in  the  shape  of 
stalls,  offices,  store-rooms,  &o. 

(e.)  BenU. 

9.  How  are  rents  of  shops,  stalls,  offices,  stores,  &c. 
fixed  P 

10.  How  is  the  scale  of  tolls  and  other  charges 
regulated  P 

11.  Is  the  tariff  of  charges  subject  to  revision  by  any 
external  authority  P 

12.  Are  the  charges  fixed  to  cover  the  expenses 
incurred,  or  is  the  income  from  markets  treated  as  a 
source  of  revenue  or  profit  P 

13.  To  what  purpose  is  the  surplus  of  income  over 
expenditure  (if  any)  applied,  and  from  what  fund  is  the 
deficiency  (if  any)  made  up  P 

14.  What  is  the  system  of  inspection  of  markets  P 
and  of  articles  and  animals  offered  for  sale  there  P 

15.  Is  there  any  restriction  as  to  sales  by  brokers, 
commission  agents,  or  auctioneers  P 


16.  Are  wholesale  and  retail  sales  carried  on  in  the 
same  place,  and  during  what  hours  are  the  markets 
openP 

17.  What  amount  of  oontrol  does  the  central  antho- 
rity  exeroise  over  market  authorities  P 

18.  What  is  the  area  covered  by  the  markets  P 

(The  following  additional  questions  relate  to  the 
markets  in  the  seven  cities  named  above.) 

BbOOBDS  07  T&AVSACnONS  AND  P&ICES. 

1.  Are  records  kept,  and  by  whom — 

(a.)  Of  commodities  brought  into  the  market  P 

(&.)  Of  the  quantities  sold  and  remaining  unsold  P 

(c.)  In  cattle  markets  of  the  number  of  each  kind 
of  animal  P 

2.  If  commodities  or  animals  are  classified  according 
to  quality,  how  is  this  classification  made  P 

3.  Are  returns  of  prices  made  by  buyers, 

sellers, 

or  officials  P 

4.  Is  the  making  of  such  returns  compulsory  P 

5.  Are  numbers  or  quantities  of  each  grade  or  quality 
returned  separately  with  the  respective  prices  realized  r 

6.  What  arrangements  are  made  for  the  publication 
of  prices — 

By    official    bulletins    communicated    to    news- 
papers P 
By  private  enterprise  P 
By  Government  Eeports  P 
I£  by  Government  Reports,  how  frequently  are  these 
Reports  issued  P 

The  Commissioners  would  be  obliged  for  any  infor- 
mation respecting  the  fairs  at  Nijni  Novgorod,  Leipzic, 
Beaudair. 


£. 


Result  of  Weights,  Prices  per  Stone  Live  Weight  and  in  Carcase,  and  Yield  of  Meat  of  different  representative 
breeds  of  cattle  at  Haymarket,  Edinburgh,  on  14th  August  1888,  for  the  information  of  the  Royal  Commis« 
sion  on  Market  Rights  and  Tolls. 


Description. 

Price. 

Live  Weight. 

Stone  Live 

Net  weight 

Yield  of 
meat  per 

Cost  per 
Stone  to 

Weight 

%Jl  W 

cent 

Botcher. 

£    s.    d. 

Sts. 

Lbs. 

£    #.    rf. 

Sts. 

Lbs. 

£    «.    d. 

Ist  quality  3  year  old  shorthorn,  grass  fed 

23  10    0 

96 

0 

0    4  10} 

59 

10 

62-20 

0    7  lOi 

I8t      „      2        „            „           court  fed - 

20  15     0 

83 

0 

0     5     0 

47 

7 

57-22 

0     8     8i 

Ist      „      grass  fed  bollock     ... 

18  10     0 

80 

0 

0     4     7i 

45 

9 

57  05 

0     8     1 

lit      „      cross  polled  bollock,  grass  fed  - 

23  15     0 

102 

0 

0     4     8 

59 

10 

58-54 

0     7   11 

Ist      „      2^  year  old        „      coortfed   - 

21   17     6 

90 

0 

0     4  lOj 

53 

7 

59-44 

0     8     2 

iBt      „      Scotch 

19     7     6 

80 

0 

0     4  10 

45 

9 

57  05 

0     8     6J 

Mediom  qoality  polled 

21   10     0 

92 

0 

0     4     8 

51 

0 

55-43 

0     8     5 

2nd  qoality  polled  heifers  -            -            - 

15     0     0 

65 

0 

0     4     7: 

37 

3 

57-25 

0     8     Or 

2nd      „      Wesk  Highland  heifers 

14  10     0 

63 

0 

0      4      7; 

37 

3 

59-07 

0     7     9 

. 

2nd      „      half  bred  Avrshires 

2nd      „      2  year  old  shorthonis  grass  fed 

21  10     0 

93 

0 

0     4     7 

52 

0 

55-91 

0     8     3 

, 

19  15     0 

89 

0 

0     4     5 

50 

0 

56-18 

0     7   10 

2nd      „      8        „      GaUoway  bollocks   - 

18  10     0 

82 

0 

0     4     6 

46 

1 

56*11 

0     8     (^ 
0     7  10 

25  17     6 

114 

0 

0     4     6i 
0     4     5| 

65 

8 

57-51 

. 

Canadians  newly  landed    .... 

20  10     0 

92 

0 

53 

2 

57-76 

0     7     8 
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